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Preface

The Huron Survey has the distinction of helng the firet rurat
survey {n Canada. It was made through the co-operation of the Gen-
crai Board of Temperance and Moral Reform of the Methodist Church
and the Boarde of Social Service and Evangelism, and@ Sahhath Schools
and Young Peopie’s Socfetiezs of the Preehyterian Church in Canada.
In Huron a local organization of ministers and laymen, of which the
Rev. George Jewitt was presldent, and the Rev, Samuef F. Sharp, B.D.,
secretary-treasarer, througn sub-committees and otherwiee, managed
the locat work, advertieing, etc, and assisted in every way in gather-
ing information. The actual fleld work was done under the directlon
of the Rev, Waiter A. Riddelf, B.D., the expert in Social Survey work,
under the Co-operatlve plan of the Social Service Boarde of the
Methodiet and Preshyterian Churches, asslsted hy a number of focal
workere. Rev. Mr. Sharp gave contlnuous and valuahfe service, as dld
Rev. A, Laing, B.A., and many others. The resulte were tahulated and
worked out, authorities vonsulted and records searched, and the report
complied hy Dr. Myers, representing the Generat Assemhly’s Board of
Sahbath Schoois and Young People’s Societies.

In the eurvey the aim has been to aecertain and dispiay the facts,
present the actual conditions, hring into high reifef the most striking
features, whether good or bad, and make clear a programme or policy
for the future. It i{s hoped that the three following points witl stand
out with the utmost ciearnees and emphasts:

The first is, the supreme importance of the development, in children
and young people, of the highest character through education and
training.

The second le, that no one institution or movement will solve the
country problem, but that all forces must unite ond co-operate for that
end. Much can he dome through the puhlic schooi; much through

farmers’ organizations; much through Governmental action, as in a
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progressive immigration policy or tariff reform; much through the
Church; hut no one alone je sufficlent. All must work together, each
making up what is lacking in the others.

Third, that, from its natural poeition of leadership, its trained and
educated minietry, its complete organization, its close and constant
touch with the people, it8 non-partisan character, its moral and spiritual
appeal, and ita unifying bond, the Church is the organizotion that is
best qualified to lead in the rehabilitation of the country. The oppor
tunity offera. If the Church reeponde a great advance will he made; if
the Church falle the lose wiil be irreparahle.

To all who have assisted in the eurvey in any way, eincere thanke
is herehy expreseed. The work has been done, and this report ie sent
out, in the hope that tho prosperity and happiness of the people of
Huron may be promoted and the Kingdom of God extended.

WALTER A. RIDDELL,
Social Service Boards of Meth. and Presby. Churches.

A. J. WM. MYERS,
8.8, and Y.P.8. Board, Presdbyterian Church.

SAMUEL F. SHARP,
Secretary. Huron Survey Commdittee,
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Religious Conditions in
Huron County

Huron County has a rich sol and good climate for farmling. The
country Is lsvsl and gsnsrally low-lylng. Ths soll In ths southsrn
part 18 a falrly heavy clay loam. It lg inclinsd to be damp and Is
sxcsllant for pasture, so that condltlons are favorabls for dalrylng and
stock rafelng ae wsll a¢ mixed farming, In most piaces ths land is
fmproved by drsining. TlMe for thls purpose ls msnufactured ln the
county. In the northern part ths soli 1s lighter and somswhat stony.
Appiss and othsr frult do well sverywhsre. It !s to be regrsttsd that
no Government soll survsy has ever been mads.

But In splts of ali its wonderful natural rseources ths populatlon
has decreased atarmingly since 1875. The total loes has been one out
of every thres persons (82 psr csnt.) and a loss In the country sectlon
of forty psr cent. Ths town populstlon hae not increased slnce 1§81.
The figures ars as follows:

Country Sectlons. Towns. Total.

1876 84,930 9,258 74,286
1881 61,245 11,668 73,813
1891 66,499 11,288 66,781
1901 50,478 11,342 81,820
1511 41,988 11,897 63,993
1812 39,379 11,682 50,979
1918 .. 39,030 11,680 50,690
Loss slnce 1875 ...... 40% 3%,

The following chart shows graphlcaily how great ths loss has been:

Decline in Population in Buron
1 875_- l? 13

"forla] “.986. 1805
Rylabiony L__5(),59(1 oy | 2% Loss
Counry 64.950 w75
Rwulation | 50,050, Wi 407% loxss
Town _]0?7°~ i
Peymlations 1,560, w1y,
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The losa fa still going on, Below are the figures for the different
townsbips, viliagea and towns for 1912 and 1913.

Townships— 1912, 1913, Townships— 1912. 1913
Ashfiefd ....... 2,049 2,542 Wawanosh, B. .. 1,541 1,497
Colborne ....... 1,486 1,433 Wawanosh, W, . 1,362 1,654
Goderleh ...... 1,820 1,856 Viitages—

Grey .......... 2,699 2,844 Bayfleld ....... 483 480
Hay ........... 2,882 2,738 Brussels . ....... 931 954
Howlick ........ 3,207 3,298 Blyth .......... 711 679
Hullett ........ 2,269 2,288 Exeter ........ 1,479 1,537
McKillop ...... 2,174 2,081 Hensall ........ 677 708
Morris ......... 2,122 2,129 Wroxeter ...... 336 319
Stanfey ........ 1,768 1,872 Towns—

Stephen ....... 3.270 3,313 Clinton ........ 2,262 2,110
Tuckeramith ... 2,068 1,937 Goderich ...... 4,774 4,906
Turnberry ..... 1,833 1,607 Seaforth ....... 2,016 1,925
Usborne ....... 1,865 1,853 Wingham ...... 2,541 2619

GENERAL CHURCH CONDITIONS

The effect on the country church is obvlous. There is tbe dis
beartening influence of dlminishing numbers, the continuai loss of
workers snd of the young people of the churcb nnd the consequent loss
of young families. While the rural population has decreased so much,
the country school has lost more heavily still, (See report on the
schools.)

Tbe different denominations have maintained about the same
relative proportion of the population throughout. Comparing several
leadlng denomlnations for 1881, when the population was at its high:
est, with 1911, the last census year, the percentage {s as foilows: The
Anglicang In 1881 formed 169 of the population, and i{n 1911, 13%;
the Presbyterians 339, and 34 3-59 respectively, tbe Methodists being
a sbade lower; the Roman Catholies 8 5-79- and 8 1.39% reapectively.
The Congregationalists numbered 406 {n 1881 and 52 {n 1911, and their
four preaching centres, Howick First, Howlck Second, Wingham and
Turnberry have all been discontinued. The strain has been propor-
tionately great In other congregations. On page 16 wlll be found a
chart showing how many are galnlng, standlng stlll or losing in
mem hership.

The following table, glving the Government census of tbe religions
of the peopie of Huron County from 1881 tlll 1911 wlll make clear In
detail how great the loss has been, The order in which the names are
placed hss been changed by putting the seven larger denomlpations
first to make comparison easler.
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diffsrsnt denominations.

The following tahis of statistics for ths Methodist Church rspre-
ssnts the gensral changes that hsvs tsken place, relatively, in all the
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*® First year after Union.

The following chart, " The Churches’ Decrease,” setg8 forth theas

figures clsariy;
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But notwithstanding the steady, disheartening dscrease, many
churches in the open country bave fought a good fight and maintained

anan (

c11gns - 18 1¢y

-18,199
helicn 441

their eficiency though depleted {n numbers. From tud number it will
not bs invidious to mention one as a type of the work that hss been
done In sevsral placss. Ths Rev, Colin Fletcher, M.A., was settled ‘

a8 minister over ths congregations of Thames Road and Kirkton In
1879, and bas continued in that position ever since (1914), a period of
The first church, hufit of stons, was replaced in
1882 by the present fine brick bLuilding of Gothic architecture, and

thirty-fivs yeara.
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A SAMPLE OF THE BEST CMUKCHES AND MINISTERS' HOUSES, IN TIHE |
OPEN CoUNTRY, HURON COUNTY,

There are a large number of fine church properties in this sectlion,

AN UNATTBACTIVE COUNTRY CHURCH., (See page 11.)



the first manse hy a large new one huiit In 1904. The present elder-
ship of this church ara either sons or sons-in-law of the first elders
ordained here. The Young Peopie's Society and the Sunday School
hava always been given a great deal of attantlon in the congregation.

The Preshyterians of Huron County numbered 25,683 in 1681 and
only 18,000 In 1811, while In Usborne Tawnship, where this church {a
situated, they numbered 8,074 in 1881 and only 1,868 {o 1911, hut the
work has gone on. Both congregations of this charge have oniy 108
taruilies, Thelr gifts to missions last year amounted to $670.

From this purely country church have gnne out leaders in many
walks of life all over Canada and the Unlited States—agriculturists,
husinese men, doctors, lawyers, teachers, miniaters, atc. This country
congregation has, eteadily through ell the yeara, exerted an Influence
that has affected tha welfare of Canada. What le true of it Is trua of
many other little country churches. Such records shauid cheer the
heart of every worker In a smafl rural community.

But meny of the rural churches are poor hulldinge, diapleasing to
the eya {n architecturai design, shahhy, and unattractive within and
without. In a county ilke Huron there {8 no need for such churches,
A people’s progreeeiveness and general tone can usualiy be judged
by the appearance of thelr churches, schools And other puhlic huild-
ings. There are far too many of the type presented in the accom:
panying photogreph. A church may be attractive withont being very
cxpanelve. Childran, particularly, judge religlon in the way It la pre.
sented concretely in hulldings, services, equipment and attract!veneass.
Religion should be presented in the most atiractive way, f it {s, 08
all Christians rrofess, the source of all joy and life.

In the diminished populatlon ths overlapping of different denom-
inatione ia more painfully evident. ‘Tha tahle on page @ glves the
number of the different sects found In tha county. Regularly in tha
littie viilage is found three, four, five or evan more churches in tha
centre of a population sufficlent to eupport one nicely. Severai minle-
ters often have to travel over the same ground among the same people.
Divided into so many denominational groups, the work among young
peopie In any ona church is mads difficuit.

Most of the villages are allke {n the numher of churches, All can-
not be cited, 2o one is taken to show how giaring In the present con-
ditions {8 the overlapping. In a rural survey it ls necessary to take
a viiilage in a pnrely rural section, of which there are a number in
Huron. Auhurn {s a good representative case,

Auburn, a viliage of about 250 persons, is sftuated at the junction
of Wawanosh, Coiborne and Hullett townshipa, with no town or large
viflage near. In this {ittle village thera are five chnrches. These, with

11




thelr seating capaclty, membershlp and number of famlijes, are here
given:

OVERCHURCHING IN AUBURN

|
- Menngrsuip. ‘
i e R pe s G
-] 1
3 -~ -
CHURCIES, a 1 ¥ | = 2 | o¢
5 1
g} E e | S| § |&2
= 3 g | & z 8 a
; - el = £ o
F | e i 7 | v
ANgHCRB. oo oi v vnnusnsenernoannnisaninrnrnnns 173 %5 % 78 5 19
Baptiate.e... ' =1L I N 13 84 33 1
Grrman Inthen 1ah 2 E] bt} 0 15
Methodist ... Yug 07 101 14 0 pd 4"
Preshytrrion T B - 181 195 198 7
Roma of Wb antteniiding Charehes are an | |
followa —
Keangelical Farheran oo uuunansnsnnnsasnnss 140 ¢om 00 ‘ vou
RBenmiller Melbialioag ., TR con | e 57 | ‘
Brthel Methodiet, ., ., e ooo 160 4 Al 80 80 14
Ebeneaer Methoilinl vaeas soe o Ll M [T 28 29 te
Nidee Methodlint,aveiine s eall] 172 134 188 | 118 48
Sheppanlten Methodis L5 1% 7] m? i1} 3%
Zinn Methodtint 0000 il ' (%] Lt 69 14
Luburn L'resbyteriare,, vee 130 40 15 an 30 21
Souith's il e shvteFIAD i snsnnnnnaeses 200 1M 1R AU L L]

And 1t 18 not ax If there was a farge unchurched territory to min-
Ister to. All around, witliin eaey distance of Auhurn, are many
churches. See the table above and the accompanying map,

Tlie Colhorne Evangellcal Church {e situated about 1% miles from
tiie Benmiiler Methodlet Cburcb and haif n mila from the Bethel
Church (Methodist). It ils a emall huilding, seating about 160 people,
and bas a emall congregation, It vhares 1t8 minister, who lives {n an
inconvenient parsonage near by, with a dietant appointment away
down the country. These two pointe cannot or do not raise half of
a reaconable amount of salary for a country preacher. The Misslonary
Fund of the Evangellcal Association helps out very liberally in finding
salary. The church in question bae a fair Sunday echool, and ite mem-
hers are diligent and active for good.

The Methodist minister who llvee at Nile preaches also at Shep-
pardton (b miies) and at Ehenezer (6 mllee). The Metbodiet minieter
wlio lives at Benmiiler eerves Zion North, Zion South and Betbel as
well.

The Methodist minister who livee at Auburn preaches also at
Weetfleld and Donnybrook.

kiaially
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the Methodist is obi and going 1nta dirfegair becanse the noon of the

the Aaglican chuzeh is a2 small and obl bamiktiog. These three congrrpations hate

siitinl vhulh de a Ren brick buikding.

A MHLAGE OF

— w mras wasumaIIEN 23 AURURN,

The Vrestricsian church and manse are fine buildings:

twe depominaticens in Canadr 28 expecied so0n |

1Hinls worshipded 1 a fitthe chorch sofw miks

Formerly the I

T
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The Angiican minister wiio {ives Biyth serves sisa 8i. Mark's,
Auburn (6 mifes), and Beigrave (12 miies from Auhurn snd £ from
Biyth), coming to Auhurn avery second Sunday.

The Baptist minister {ives in Ciinton and siso serves Auhurn (14
miies of the best rosnd), preaching twice in Clinton snd onc¢e at Auhurn
esch dunday.

The Lutheran minister st Auhurn serves also Port Eigin (50 miles
hy train), and another station. He is at each pisce every third Suaday
{n turn.

The Preshyterian ministor at Auburn preaches there every Sundsy
merning snd every second Sundsy cvening, aiternating the evening

(O VERLAPPING OF Cnum-ms.
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service with the Methodist minister.
(8 milea) every Sunday afternoon.

The {arge numher of churches i8 partly accounted for by the fact
that before the Union of the Methodlet Church there werc several
hranches of that body, for exampic, the Bihie Curistian Methodiste, the
Episcopal Methodiste, and the Weleh Methcdists, in thls vic'nity. At
one time there was a Methodist church or meeting-bousc every two
or thrce miles—small, bare buildings with no architectural beauty.
A numher have been abandoned.

With so many churches struzgling for an exletence the coet of
mainteaance 14 out of ali proportion to the amount given for ad.ancing
the Kingdom in other places, and the work must suffer in efficlency.

13

He also preaches at Smith's Hill



In view of the appeals from Miselone at home and abroad the Church
muet eerlouely face and lay upon lte conscience conditlone euch as
above, which exiet alf over Canada from Atlantic to Pacific.

Church ordlnances are well eupported. There are no long
vacancles, Church buildings and mansee arc on the whole good, and
are buiit chiefly of brick and etone. The coet of church buifdings
varlee from $15,000 to $300, the medlan® being about $2,300. Practl-
cally every congregation providee the minieter a free bouee. Theee
mansee ruu from $4,000 to $1,000, and the median ie avout $2,000. They
are ueually of brick and very comfortable. The buildings are kept {n
good repalr, 80% ependlng money for this laet year.

The church iawne and grounde are ueually neat and well kept.
The eeating capaclty of the largeet ciurch in the country ls 600 and of
the sm- ' ‘t, 100, the median befng about 250.

T at fack in the church buildlnge ie eeparate rooms for claesee,
clube and eocieties. Aimoet half (429,) have no euitable room except
the auditorium; 59 have one other room; 129 two; 5% three, and
only about 259 have more than three separate roome. About half
the number have a Kkitchen; 164 have a dlnlng-room. Not one
has a gymnaslum or piayroom.

Theee efmple facte tell a slgnificant etory; the church is a preach:
ing-piace. Littie i{s done to cuitivate the actual iife of the people In
their every-day problems, thelr eocial contact and recreational activity.

A few churchee have cemeterice adjoining, but thle custom Is
belng abandoned becauee of the conviction that the churcbh grounde
ehould be a meeting-place for the living, Expensive tombstonee and
monuments are erected, but the care of the grounde, with thelr
irregular surface formed by the gravee, {e a problem in the country.
A few are well kept, a few neglected, the majority indifferentiy well
fooked atter. The ! ilowing photoe ehow the difference between a com-
munity cemetery beautifuily kept and an individual congregation’e
cemetery.

GOne of the very commendable featuree in connection with the
churches is the horse ehede. Practically every cburch hae a great
epreading buliding for thie purpoee. Often the borses are unbitched
and put In, but the newer ehede are immenee concrete etructures large
enough to accommodate both horeee and rige.

There hae been a gradual increase in minletere’ salaries. The
ealarlesa pald five yeare ago were an increase of 79, over what wae

® The ' medfan” is that above which and below which is the same num-
ber of cases. In computations of this kind it is the safest average.
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pald ten years ago., whlle the present stipends show nn {ncrease of
26, over ten years ago and 17% over what was paid five years ago. In
159, of the cases a church treasurer {s paid. The amount varies from
310 to 3100. In every caso this occurs in a Preshyterlan church.
Almost every church has a paid janitor, the salary varying from $5 to
3150 a year, the medlan heing about §40. About 159 pay some otber

person or persons, generally an organist, and i{n a few cases a choir-
master as well.

The tuel and light blll is suggestive, It amounts tofrom $5 to 3175
A year. As many churches pay $30 or less as pay over $30. In some
cages wood may be provided free, but on the whole this 1s not so, The
figures mean that llttle heat or light is used; that is, that the church
plaut is seldom open in the evenlngs, and that .onsequently the church
1s net a centre for the actlvities or socfal lite of the people, young or
old. Thls explalns, In part at least, why some hoys' cluhs meet In the
hotels, where a warm, comfortable, bright ro.. {8 provided, and not
In the church, standing dark and chlll one hundred yards distant.
The churches in Huron ought to use more heat and light.

The average contrlhution to Home Misslons is iesa than $75 from
each church, and to Forelgn Missions $108 per year. The Preshyterian
churches have a long lead, thelr glving belng $162 for Home Miasions
and $168 for Foreign Misslons. Another 375 is given on the average
hy ali the churches to other henevolences.

Eighty-three per cent. of all money is rafsed hy regular suhscrip-
tlons, 139 by collections, and 4% by soclals. Almost all use the
envelope system, and 3 third of the number use the duplex envelope.
Seventy per cent. of the Presbyterlans use the duplex envelope, 23%
of the Methodists, and ahout the same proportion of the Anglicans,
Practlcally every church is self-supporting.

In ten years the church memhership has Increased 14%; 43%%
of the churches have increased, 515 have decreased in membership in
ten years, and 514¢, remain statlonary. In many cases the increase
or decrease has been very slight. Counting all that have not gained
or lost ten or more members in ten years as stationary, only 24%9%
have increased and 26% % decreased. That i8, one-half are statlonnry,
while the population has decreased greatly.

The slze of the congregation does not seem to be a determining
factor, as some of the largest and some of the smallest in all denom-
lnatlons are Increasing and some decreasing. One-tbird of the Meth-
odlst and half the Presbyterian congregatlons are Increasing. Over
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954, are resldent members— that Is, live within ten miies of
the church. On ths averags there are 58 famlilies to a congregation
(msdian 42). The Anglicans have 42, the Methodists 48, and ths
Preshyterians 80. Thla Indicates the dlfferent policy of the two large
denominations—the Methodista take the church to the people, and
have a large number of small churches; the Preshyterlans attempt to
hring the peopie from a greater dietance. The number of members of
each 18 ahout the same, whils the Methodista have nearly twice as
msny church huiidings, The Anglicans number a little over haif of
either the other two. Aill other denominatlons are small. About 609

6hg{'&ehes
Growth.

Gounting as Stationary all that have
net gained er lost 10 er mere mambers
nl@years In the same period the
populalion has decreased rapidly

of the memhership live in the country and 40% In viliages. Prac-
tically every larmer has his fand in hla own name, not 5% living on
rented places. These flgures show what a tremendoue advantage the
church {n Huron has over many other rural districts—for example,
in some places In the United States, where the tenant farmers are in
the majority with all the attendsnt evils of that system, and where the
country memhershlp has dwlndied to a very small proportion.
Memhers under twenty-one years of age amount to only 14%7%.
The Anglicans have the highest per cent. under twenty-one, namely
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167, and the Preshyterlans the lowest—11% The Methodlsts have
149. Of the memhers under twenty-one, two-fifths are boys and men.

Church attendance ls fairly good. Morning oongregatlons run
from 17 to 264, with a median of 88; the afternoon from 40 to 220,
with a median of 65; the evening from 28 to 300, with a medlan of
100. Ahout 409, are men and boys. (See chart.) The average attend-
ance each Sunday is about one and one-half times the total membor-
shlp, and, counting all preachlng services, amounts to half of the full
seatlng capacity of the churches. The numher who attend prayer-
meeting 13 less than one out of every ten who attend church. Of these
over two out of three are women. The old-fashloned prayer-meetlng
13 not reaching the people, especlally the men.

(The
Pra, rMe-ting,
Average Atlendance
at Ghurch

inHuron.

Less than IO

Some of the mlnisters are apparently contentlng themselves with
the preachlng and prayer-meeting services. But many are doing a
great work for the upbuildlng of everything that Influences country
life for good. They are puttlng their very life-blood into their work.

The proportlon of attendance of womecn and glrls at church and
prayer-meeting represents falrly well the proportion of church work
enthusiastlcally carried on by them. Practlcally every congregation
has its Ladles’ Ald, Woman’s MIlsslonary Soclety, and often one or
more other organlzatlons, On the whole these socletles are engaged
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in come definite and practical work. Without the splendid loyalty and
service of the giris and worien the work in Huron would be sadly
crippied. With the exception of the Sunday sachool, Young People’s
Soclety, and an occasional Mission Band, theirs are, with very rare
exceptions, the only real, live, eficfent church socletles. This 18 very
largely because work with boys and men is not so weli understood
and has not heen given the care and attention it deserves. The chart
on page 22 shows that this {8 particufarly true of Huron.

Huron, except in a few towns, {8 a strongly temperance com-
munity. Finally, on the 29th of January, 1914, the temperance forces
succeeded in carry!ng the whole county hy a large majority. When
the iaw goes into effect there wiil not be an open har (legaily con-
ducted) in the whole county,

Very seldom has a minister more than two preaching services a
day. Most of the exceptions are in the Methodist church. The
median distance from where the miniater iives to the churcbes in
which he preaches is a little less than four miles. The congregations
are usually compact. Two services, requiring one sermon, and a sbort
drive, makes the minister’s work not too hurdensome, and makes it
easlly posaihie for him to give time and attention to tae Sunday
achool and other organizaticns and to he a feader in every advance
movement in the country.

For this the ministers are well fitted educationaily, nearify ail
having the advantage of heing graduates of colieges. Oniy one or
two from the smafl denominations report any other occupation; all
tbeir time 8 given to the minisiry, The amount spent on hooks runs
from $8 to $75 a year, the median being $43. The median time gpent
in the previous congregation was 38, years, and in the present 2 years.
Six Presbyterlan ministers spent 6, 7%, 8, 12, 13 and 18 years re-
spectively In the previous congregations, and one has been 10, three
20, one 31 and one 35 years in their present charges. Ministers keep
in close touch with the people by services and hy visitation. The
median number of visits each year {8 250, One Methodist and one
Presbyterian minister report 600 visits each last year!

in answer to the request for suggestions as to how the Church
might hetter serve the country one worker repifed: * Make the
minjster not dependent, economically, on his people. This coufd he
done hy (1) State endowment; (2) the local congregations pald hy
the whole hishopric; (3) by a ministers' soclety.,” This plan would
not help meet tbhe situation.

A number point out that overiapping must be prevented, angd, it
possihle, remedied where it exlsts, that a united stand may he made and
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ths rural communities unified, not divided. (See " Ovcrchurching in
Auvhurn” and ' Overlapping of Churchcs,” pages 12, 13.)

Some see clearly that the Church must take the lead i{n rural iife
for reform in education, farming and soclal life through community
octlon and hy fcstering a co-operativs spirit; and that in doing this
the Cuurch must hecome more of a social centre and must he more
of a moral tonlc—dealing with the relationship hetween men in every-
day life—and fess a theologlcal school, or tmero preaching-placc.

The Church in Huron (and its representative, the minister) 18
held in high esteemn hy the vast majority of the people. This I8 {its
rich heritage from the past. Then {t met the needs of itr 1ge. Wil {t
hoid its position of {nfluence ?

Huron County stlll pursues very largely the traditional lines of
agriculture and husiness. What changes have bYeen Introduccd havs
come gradually. The indleations are that within a few years great
advances will he made—for instancc, in scientific farming, co-opera-
tion among farmcrs {n wany {ines, better education, mcans of com-
munication, tax reform, a larger social iife and in other ways. Just
now a8 the advnncs hesitates the need is for leadership. Who wil
fead? The answer to that question i8 frought with momentous issues
for the Church.

What organization has the most strategic position ? The school
{s advancing and will help more and more as a community centre, but
It has no organization at present. Farmers' Institutes are gaining in
influence, hut as yet they have not the power to unite many intcrests.
Other socletles are in much the same position. The movement for
co-operation among farmers has a strong cconomic appeal and {8
rapidly gaining. It is a uniting force on a common principlc, hut
iacks in organization, leadership and huildings. One organization
stands out prominently, thoroughly equipped with hulldings, organiza-
tions of atl kinds, trained leadership, appeal to all Interests, a great
unifying bond, and In constant, intimate contact with the people—
namely, the Church. If the Church will recognize ils position and
quolificotions, 4/ it will foce the present situation, ond if it will orouse
itself and keep adreost of, rother de o leoder in, the ropid odvonce
which is toking ploce in every line, its continued pre-eminence I8
assured. This will mean herofc endcavor on the part of ministers and
church workers to get In touch with and master the salient points of
present-day movements In church life and work, in the rural prohlem,
in the tremendousiy lmportant and pregnant advance in religious
education, In pubtlc school education for country iife, in farmers'
movements and in the great social movements.

What is the condition of the Church ? To a casual observer it {s
good. Congregatlons are average size; the Sunday school is attended

19

e



and conducted as usual; contrihutions are increasing; church hufid-
fugs are weil kept; missions are supported better, especiaily in the
Preshyterian Church, which has {ucreased its missionary givings
largefy i{n the iast year or two; peopie are friendiy to the Church—
thers i{s no antagonism; ministers are fairly weil paid, and have good
houses provided.

But oa cioser examination other symptoms appear. Churches are
very largely for preaching. Attendancs and giving heve not gained
much if any in proportion to popuiation aud weaith, The preacking
service, once a day in ths country or twice in the viilage, 18 the one
great activity of many of ths churchee. The preaching {itseif is in
soms cases In keeping with traditional religion which suited the
traditfonai agricuiture and conditions of {ife. One minigster who
represents a typs in every denomination eums up this attitude in
these worde: “ What the Church needs moet of aff in the country is to
be faithfui to ths oid ideais. Its miesion is to hoid forth the wered
of {ife, Inetitutionai activities are {argely out of piacs in the smail
community. The Sunday ssrvices for worship are stlif the grand
means for influenclug fife.” By the context the contrast hsre 1s he-
tween mere preaching and ths “{institut'onal activities” of organized
work among chiidren, youths and farmere’ organizations. It is the
contrast hetween the church of fifty years azo and the hest churches
of to-day. To euch minds no rural prohiem exists. Scientific farming,
co-operation, schoof curriculums, havs no placs in the minister’s study,
along with Matthew Henry and the iike; recreation of ths youth ie too
frivolous and insignificant for attention, except as the suhject of an
occasional “ exhortatlon’ or “ warniug*; for these the Sunday schoof,
run as {t was in their fathsr's day (see report on Religious Education,
pages 30-39), 18 quite up-to-date, and they seem unmoved by any hroader
vision of what it should he. Such an attitude rings the deuth knell to
the leadership of the Church,

The attitude of another type, found i{n every denomination and
increaeing, is represented in these words on how the Church can be
moet heipfui. ‘(1) Relnterpret faith and practice to the new age;
(2) exalt ths inner life and the devout; (3) give the light of the hest
Blhifcai echolarship in the interpretation of the Bihie; (4) hring the
people into touch with modern missionary principles ard social prob-
lems, and (8) cuitivate a viriie and sans inteliectual activity and a
careful yet draetic action in regard to eocial prohlems.” Another
eays, “ Lead in ruraf iife for reform In education, farming, community
and sociaf {ife’ Others, feeling the prohism made hy modern con-
ditions, ars now fuily alive to the imporiance of guiding the recrea-
tlonail fife of the country. Some are leaders in afi the activity and
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{ife of the people. Some grasp the significance of religious education
and soclal betterment and seo that the most fundamental and permanent
work s the safeguarding and character-development of the young, and
that therefore reiigious education demands every attention,

They also aee that, though the Church easentially embodles a
great principle of unity and hrotherhood, the churches are some-
times dividing the people. The atudy in overlapping (page 11) shows
thia ciearly. For example, the young people are ao divided up denomi-
nationally, that community effort in recreation and in ali activities for
the development of Christian character and training in service is mado
difficuit,

The Church has an envioble opportunity now to unify ord lead
the progressive forces in the county. The call is ingistent for uniting
all church forces thot the CAurch moy be in fact in the coming doys
what it 18 noturally qualified to be—the leoder in the country's pro-
gress in cvery department, giving to oll the highest Christian ideols,




The Young People

The study of the Sunday school reveais the fact that only 37%
of the boys and young men and 639 of the girls and young women
thirteen to twenty years of age are in regular averago attendance.
(Sce page 31 and chart.)

If tho Church Is not ministering to the young pcopie through the
Sunday school, how else is {t meeting their needs ?

About one-haif the charges have a Young People's Soclety. The
enroiment of boys and men runs from 4 to 40, with a median of 14;

Startling,!
Proportien o Secidhes & Mamborship

in TTurvm
[
Oirla Y
Girls
Hen "
S o
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{‘.ﬁ'.‘m_‘ 4°{°‘ Bavs

1. 1.

1. Represents proportion of ®ocietics for
women and girls 1o those for men
aud boys,

Il. Showx the relative membesship.

and the average attendance from 2 to 30, with a median of 10. The
enrolment of giris and women runa from 6 to 60, with a median of 20;
and the average attendance from 2 to 50, with a median of 15. About
two-thirds of the enroiment and average attendance is female.
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[{n addition to forming two-thirds of the Young Peopie's Societies,
thsre are twenty-two snd one-hai. timer as many othier socteties of
girls and women, and nearly forty times as many membera as thero
sre of men snd boys,

This does not include Mission Bands, Sunday school organizations
or governing and muanaging hodles such as sessions and trustees.
Ladies’ Alds, Woman's Missiuonary Socleties nnd Sewing Circles flourisb,
and the girla and women are doing filne work. There is no evidence
from a study of mocieties that the boys and men are doing their shnra
or that the Church i{s supplying means through which they can find
congenial activity. This means the Church is losing its hnld on the
men and boys, and the study of tbe Sunday schoot shows tbnt the
weak point is in the handling of adolescent boys in the Sunday
school. (See page 32.) Unless the hoys are held there tbrough inteili.
gent educational endeavor the Church must suffer depletion of active
men in its ranks.

What !s being done in the soctetles s as {mportant as the number
enrofted. Usuaily the Young Pcopie's Socleties follow tbe traditionat
lines. The meeting ts a morc or less judiclous mixture of singing,
praying and reading bits from the rciigious press and from " pre-
digested " hetps. The great fack i3 that rugged vitality which comes
from a deflnite purpose, concrete and practicat. The above activities
are right and necessary {f used as a means to an end; but not if made
an end—and the oniy end—in thcmseives. The women's societies afl
have a deflnite purpose—sewing for the needy, paylng off the church
debt, fixing the manse, studying and supporting some missionnry
enterprise. But {n the Young Peopie's Socleties too often any " point”
is lacking to tbe work. A formal abstract or academic =tudy of re-
{igious texts does not grip young men.

To the queation as to what activities the soclety carries on (1) in
tbe chiurch, (2) in the community, (3) beyond the community, only
five mention anything except the regufar programme to Question 1.
These answered: * Young men are all sidesmen,” " Members heip in the
Sunday schoofl,” " Help at tea meeting.” " Give to church building
fund,” “ Help at socials and send flowers.” Few of these are reaily
society activities. Only two gave any specific answer to Question 2.
These mention " Visiting the sick™ as the only community service,
This is usually not an overwhelming burden in a country place, not
enough to stimulate the energy and strength of young men. In answer
to (3} practicaily alt say " Giving to missions.” One " supports a
native teacher in India’* The great Missionary enterprise has been
a hiessing to the Church, if for notbing eise tban that it supplies a
mighty motive for concerted, consecrated cffort, cailing forth the

interest, sympathy and heroism of its members.
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A LIVING
Young People's Society

Studied und Discussed " Cansda's Problems.”
Speut 8lr Weeks 02 one of these, namely:
*THE COUNTRY CHURCH.”

Some of tho questfons (prepared ono weck and discussed the next),
and the conclusions arrived at were:

WAhat (s the Rural Problem!

(1) Fower peoplo than ten years ago.
(2) Not only hoys but giris leave.

Where have prople gonet

(1) To the West and New Ontarlo,
(2) To the cities.

WAy do they leave richk, fertile Huron?

(1) Land hunger.

(2) Love of adventure, ]
(3) Desiro to make own fortune. ‘
(4) Not enough at home to make a home for ali. ]
(6) Demand for shorter hours and cleaner cfothes.

How keep young people on the farm?

(1) Show what truo life means.
(2) 8horter hours.
(3) Some share {n proceeds (spending money).
(4) Partnershlp {n management of tho farm.
(a) Boys—Ownership and control of something.
(b) Girfs—Piece of flower garden and room at their
own disposal.
(6) Less Isolation.
(a) Tefephone. \
(b) Week-day activitles under ausplces of the church;
free use of church plant.
(c) Community fellowship and activities,

o

L U

The minister guided the meetinga, but, becauss the prohiem was a practical one
in the life and experience of the young people, It became 8 vital diseusaton in whiech
most of them took part. The definite end was to find solutiona for the good of the
Oountry and of the Church by helping tha Younp People to stay in Huron. Perhaps
few will think the analysis adequate, but 't is the work of the Young People themaelres,
and afords food for thought for older pevple.
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There are aome llve socleties. Contraet the vitality and snap of a
group discussing some pres.nt, live problem in their own experience
as is outlined on page 24 (A Liviug Y. I’ Boclety), witb one followlng,
day sfter day, a etereotyped, hymn-singing, paragraph-reading pro-
gramme. [t must not be thought that the work of such socleties is
under-estimated or hcld in {Ight esteem. They arc doing much in
developlng the dovotlonal ilfo of tho young people, but this part of
thelr work would be multiplled vaatly if thero was some concrete objec-
tivo almed at by every society. These societlce arc tcchnical scliools
for trauining in actual eervice. At preeent three are taking part In
mcetings to one who is dolng definite work. 1f tho object le to traln
officient workera the socleties muet see to it that ways aro provided,
and that the membership—~not a fow leaders—aro trained hy rcally
dolng tha work. Every eficlent tralned worker in tho Young People's
Scclety wlll be a trained, efficlent worker in the Church. Will the
Young People’s Bocietiea in Huron rise to this thelr opportunity ?

The qQueetion of recreation is a big problem in the country. No
objection is found to baseball, football, skatlng, croquet, tennis, liter
ary socleties, hdms talent plays, lcctures, or picnics. Only ono finds
fault with einging schoola, two with house partles, and two wlith
church soclals. Threo think agrlcuitural fairs are Injurfous. Forty
per ccnt. belleve motion picture theatrea are often Injurlous, and 20%
think they sometlmes are. Of tbe tweive who reply to this qucstion,
nino eay tho circue i{s injurious. All but two say that dancing {s
harv,24' . .4 all bul one that both card-piaying and pool are harmful.
One naye: " Have yet to find community where danclug heiped.” Of
tbirteen who reply to the gueatlon, ail but one 2ay theatres are harm-
ful. In overy case these repliea refer to these forms of recreatlon
as they are now carried on {n Huzon County vlllages, towns and coun-
try placed. For Instance, no one by his reply says he belleves motlon
pictures are necessartly harmful or might not be most helpful. The
theatrea referred to are the motfon picture and vaudevllle houses of
small towns, under commercial conira!

Thla quesatlor of recreation and fellowship in the country ls of
great importance. How are the cburcbes attempting to mcet the
situation? Forty-five per cent. rely on ' preacblng,” * warnlng.” ' coun-
gelling,” and the example of " abstalnlng.” Tbls Is entlrely negative. It
is the method of a past age cmpioyed to meet the needs of A new
day. This method filnds its humlliating rulminatlon In the notices
gseen in sections of Huron in which those who dlsturb evenlng meet-
Ings are threatened wlth legal prosecution. If the young Deople are
directcd In tbeir activity thelr cnergy la led into channeis of whole
some sport and service. If it is not dlrected, rowdylsm and hoodlum-
ism, too prevalent in Huron, are tbe Inevitable resuit. Juvenile crime
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is hut *{ove of fun gone wrong,’” aays that great isader, Jane Addams.
This love of fun, coupied with iack of any avenue of heaithful activity,
hrings its own inevitahie result. The rowdyism is hut an outward symp-
tom of ths malady. The only cure is healthful, natural exerciss and
enjoyment of God's good gifts—Iiite, strength, air, the company of
others under the hest auspices, such as the church can givs. With
rare exceptions, where ths church meets ths nceds of young peopie
the church has their enthusiastic, ioyal support. It is for the good
of both that ths cause of recreation is pleaded. Thirty-one per cent.
provide social evenings fawu parties, entertainments and evenings

‘the Churches and
Recreation.

457
Rely on *Preaching’
Warning” Gounscling and
fbdaiming*

Trytal'rende, Qlean
Sporl and

mn }'}m'on .

at the manse. Cne says: “If homes of members were oftener
open for heipfui gatherings it wouid help the young people.” There
{s stiii urgent need in Canada for practising the gospel of hospitality
in its true sense.

Thess ways are all necessary and good, hut are they enough?
Elght per cent. meet the difficuity hy ‘ Getting ths young peopie inter-
ested in church work.” But how can this hest he dons? Sixteen per
cent. say, and ail thoughtful people wiil agree, that the situation can
he met only hy providing hetter ciean sport and games, and hy their
exampie and encouragement they are doing this.

Each natural demand must he met: physical activities and rscrea-
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tion, as well as Intellectual, emotlonal and soclal. Through tbese
actlvities fellowshlp {s developed with church members. One brothe:
Is " not troubled” with thls problem at ali. Such cannot be le..3 r»
in the rehabllltatlon of the country church.

Tbe Roman Catholle Chureh, In some places In the count: . pr.-
vides a fine hall, at a central place In the parlsh, as a recreatlon ¢ nii:
Here, under the dlrect supervislon of the parish priest the y~.n:
people meet together In the eveulngs. Under these conditlons no Im-
proper conduct 1s easlly posslbla.

The wbole questlon of the young people and the fnrm must receive
the most careful attentlon 1? the rural church s to succeed. It Is a
well-known fact that in the past the public schoo! has cducated away
from the farm. But It has not sinned worse In thls respect than the
popular literature of the day, {necluding, too oftcn, Sunday school
librorles and llterature. Heroes and herolnes are seldom those who
llve the qulet, up-bullding llfe on the farm, nor Is farm life, (but
usually mliltary, Industrlal or society life) ofteu painted In glowing
or attractlve colors. Socletfes and pulplt allke too often neglect the
study of {mmedlate country problems. In the survey an attempt was
made to find what IS being done (1) In the publle schoo! (a) through
the currleulum, (b) by distrlbutlon of sceds, ete., (¢) through the
library, to promote a love of country life or to treat of {ts problems;
(2) through the church by (a) sermons, (d) festivals, (c¢) lecture
courses; and (3) In the Sunday school by (a) study and dlscusslon of
these questlons, (?) library books, (¢) the study aud dlscussions in
Adult Bible Classes and Socleties.

The replies are dlsheartening. The public school I3 doing some-
thing through f{ts Nature study and ngrlculture. A very few have
scbool gardens. But 257% ot the ministers frankly say they don’t know
what the school {3 dolng. The school 1s dolng llittle In the dlstribu.
tlon of seeds, or through Its llbrarfes.

An exceptional church has a harvest or some other festival; but
often the slgnlficnnce of these 13 lost in money-making features. No
lecture courses bearing on thiy subject are reported.

Nothing in the way of popularizing {ife on tbe farm {3 reported
eltber In the Sunday school, the Sunday school libraries or Adult Blble
Classes or Societles, except in a very few cases.

This whole subject commends itself to the most scrious attention
of the Church.

Tbe young people are leaving the farm. The hours of farm work
are ten, twelve, and In some cases more a day. The difficulty {s not
only the {ength of the hours of work, but the fact that there is prac-
tically no free time that the young people can call their own. They
sec the workers in other llnes ** knocking off ” and spending the rest
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of ths day as tbey wish, The farm youth have no such freedom. It
f{s not that farmers are stave-drivers ln any senss, but iargely because
the piacs for felsure and recreation {8 simply not recognized by most
farmers. Farm {ife {8 not harder than other {ines. Tbs young people
who work {n factories and stores in the cities havs not baif ths oppor-
tunity for devlopment physicaily, mentaily and In every way (except
socially) that the country youth have. But tbeir life looks attractive,
and a farge part of the reason {8 that they have lefsurs tlme when they
can dress nlcely and enjoy themselves according to their Dent, whille
in many pincss even the day off i3 not easily or pleasantly obtained
hy the boy or girt on the farm.

1t may bs said that if the young peopie bad some feisure tims they
woufd spesd to the country town and spend their tlme there in picture

Yarmers
Take the

Baoy & Girl

wlo

Partnership
Tho il ily -
1 Jiwec bo lfncmefm
2 dncome of their own.
3 (L 8hure in Jorm o Yoowse

5 Somrude

shows, poolrooms and the fike. That wouid not bs true it better and
mors wholesome recreatlon were provided focally.

Two further questions were asked: (1) What share have the
young people in the handiing of money? and (2) Wbat sbare have
they in the management of the farm ? It, of course, depends on tbe
famify. In a few cases the children are, in foct, portners, and have
some {ncome, howasver smalf, which {8 thelr own to do wlth a8 they
please, and a share in the conirof nnd managentent of the farm. This
is true of famiiies in poor circumstances as weli a8 with the more
weaitby. It does not necessitate mucb property, It {8, {n essence, a
partnership in comrodeship ond fellowship. It i8 a spiritual attitude,

28



dom. It
because
by most
g people
e oppor-
(except
tractive,
hen they
t, while
ohtained

ime they
\ picture

ter and

ve the
¢ have
on the
1 have
8 they

This

more
nce, a
titude,

possible: under any material circumstances, and in msny homes in
Huron ft is hearing tbe fruits of the Spirit. But the answers to these
two questions may, in gereraf, be summed up in tbe two words ** Very
little.”

In some csses it s sald that the young people are too often
drudges. One says, “ Some treat married sons as stil} children.”
These married sons often have no property in their own name, and
no fegal right to any property should the parents, iste in {ife, wben
the sons have dependent famiiies of their own, for any cause disin-
berit them.

The young independent boy and girf with their feffows, anxious
to pay their fair share of the group expense or wanting to get some-
thing for themseives, are humlifated to have to go and ask for twenty-
five cents, often having to undergo cross-questioning before the money
{s given. Rather than do it they feave and work at what may be dis-
tasteful, because they have time to themseives and can pay their own
way. And when they come of age they at feast want a say in the
business of the farm nnd a right to a property vote, When they get
married and have others depending on them they want some provision
for these. It is not enough that the parcnts shouild have cvery inten-
tion of giving ail to the chifd wbo stnys at home. They must five
nnd maintain their seif-respect now, regardiess of what they wiil
receive at some jater time. It {s not surprising that, faillng to get
feisure, income or property, the young peopie quietly siip off to the
city or the West.

The lot of the boy and girl who stay at home must be made
attractive. Their independence must be preserved. If they are treated
right. as they are in so many country homes, neither hard work nor
privations will drive them mwway while d.uty demands thut they stay.

The needs of the young peopie, of the parents, of the country, and
of the Church caif for the closest co-operation hetween the Home, the
Fsrmers, all tbe Citizens, the Scbooi, tbe varfous rural Organizations,
and tbe Church. And in tbis magnificently grest undertan‘ng the Church
has the opportunity of heing at once the uniting bond, the inspiration
and the feader. The churches must take up a positive sttitude, and
by co-operation with each other and with other organizstions provide
more recreation and social {ife for the young people. Community
effort i3 urgently commended to the attention of the churches. For
a fuller outiine of this see under the report on Religious Education.




Religious Education

Reiigious education, as dlstingulshed from the reguiar church
services, 18 {argely confined In the Protestant Church to the work of
the Sunday school. Much attention has been given to the Sunday
schoois by ali the churches and by the Sunday Schooi Association.
The results have been large In every way. Most of the men and
women who have grown up {n the country owe their rellglous instruc-
tion and often religious inspiration io the quiet, unobtrusive work of
Sunday-schoo! teachers and officers.

The school {8 8 supplement to the home. The home is the funda-
mental institution, and coes more to give bent and direction to the
unfolding 1lfe of the child tban any other agency. The impressions
and main tendencies formed in childhood remain aimost ineradicabie
throughout iife. Nothing can be more sacred or more potential than
the first trajuing of a littie chlld.

The home, consciously or unconsclously, feit Its need of belp.
The Sunday schooi arose as a handmalden to the home. It is now
entrusted very iargely, often almost wholly, with tbe rejigious instruc-
tion of the children. Sunday-school workers everywhere join In say-
ing with deepest conviction that tbis i8 not weil, The home must not
shirk ite oun first duty and, indeed, its chiefest joy. Until the home
cultivates group religion and cares for the religious life o) the children
the Sunday school con never do its best work.

On the other hand the home has a right to demand that the Sun-
day scbool be brought to the hlghest eficiency in character develop-
ment. Because the work is 80 sacred and potential nothing but ths
best dare be aliowed. A Sunday scbooi, as well as 8 home, may heip
the children form bad habits, such as Irreverence, dlsorder, inaccuracy,
siovenllness in thinking and working, and inattention. The more per-
fect each instltution is the more it helps the other. The iife of every
child requires that in each tbere be the best sklll and consecratlon.

The homes in Huron are in many respects deligbtful. A fulier
discussion is given to thls on page 48. So, too, tbe Sunday scbools
everywhere bave the best efforta and services of men and women of
highest character, glven freely and heartily. Tbeir work Is too often
but siightly appreciated, but it has made and is still making a deep
impression on the whole iife of the county.
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The object of the home and the Sundsy sehool is glven by Jesus
liimself: “ That none msy be iost.” The young iives are tsken before
bad hahits are formed and hefore sin has burned itseif into the con:
scleace, and the aim is to hring each one up and nurture hlm In Christ
50 that ho may never know what it i{s to Le estrsnged from
God, or an enemy of His. The greatest offence is that any one of
these should be mnde to stumhie. The supreme mission of tbe home
and Sunday school, to which sil others are very secondsry, iz to
keep all tbe littie ones for Christ, nourishing them ycar hy ycar as
they grow older, instructing, tralning, counselllng them ss they take
an ever larger share In Christ's work of service to mankind. The
other sctivitles of the Church hsve thelr part in this, but that is dealt
with elsewbere. °

in the fight of this purpose of the Sunday school it {s necessary
to examine fearlessly the stste of the Sunday schools ss revealcd hy
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the survey, and in order to be the most neipful attentlon will he
directed particulariy to the wesk polnts and to suggestions for
improvement.

First it is to be noted with pleasure that 85%, of the schools are
open ali the year; 8%4¢; are open six months, and one or two nine and
ten months. This is fsr better than in many rural communities in
Ontario. All shouid be made " evergreen."

In enrciment and attendance the showing is not so good. Thc
same cbaracteristie loss In the Intermcdiate and Senior yesrs ig found
that exists in tbe Church in general.

The enrolment of pupils five to twelve years of age is, generally,
good. On the whole it is nesrly 909 of the population. (By popuia-
tion is meant the total number of a glven age in the community.)
But the enrolment of giris 13 higher than of boys. At tbis age oniy
807 of tbe boys are enroiled and only 519 in sverage attendsnce,
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wbile 8% of the girle are enroffed and 86%%, in average attendance.
In the adoieecent years, 13 to 20, the proportion drope alarmingly.
Now oniy 689, of the boye and young men are enroiied, with an average
attendance of 379, a iittie over one-third the poeeible number; and of
the giris and young women 77% are enrolled and 53% in aver-
age attendance, That is, iess than half the pupiis thirteen to
twenty years of age are regularly in echool each Sunday.
Reckoning the number who should attend school from twenty-one
years of age and older to be equal to the number in the eight years
thirteen to twenty, it 1s found that only 479 of tho men are enrniled,
with an average attendance of 267, and of the women 637 and

Proportion & Men s Bgys

Tnrolled shaded) BT~ ¢ w Awragde
NMondance{Black) ‘J‘_.a-. j 8t S. .

Ziyr;‘ of Age 1. Owr 1320 Mot o Ada:-
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populetion o s aa s Tor Bacisions Torr
n tha Byer 020 Ghirist.

429, recpectivcly. This is #'1 made clear at a glance in the chart on
the preceding page.

It is necessary to get before the eye of the Church the lamentably
emall proportion of boys and men enrolled and the much smailer num-
ber in attendance regularly every Sunday. The chart above will help
to hring this one et of facts out boldly.

But there is yct another significsnt fact that makes this condition
of affairs still more pathetic. The sim of the Church and Sunday
schooil is to mouid iives in Christ. The outward symboi is public
decisions for Christ. Of ali who joined the Church In Huron the
proportion who did so between the years thirteen and twenty is 81%,
of whom two-thirds, nearly, were girle and young women. It is quite
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natural, for a much jarger number of giris and young women ars in
Sunday school at thls age. If all the hoys and young taen were in
school the numher of them who declde for Chrlst would douhtless he
as large as the numher of girls and young women. But only 37%%
of the former are regularly in Sunday school at this age. Let these
two facts be set down slde hy side. They arc slgnlficant.
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It 18 not nscessary that so few young people should he in the
Sunday school. ‘Thers are churches located In the downtown dis
tricts of clties and in the open country wnere few In the adolescent
period leave, and where a large proportlon of the young psople are ln
the school. For example, the Elmville Methodlst Church has hut 56
famllfes and only 136 memhers. But the Adult Blhle class numhers
over one hundred. It studles vital questions and engages in real ser
vice. The photograph shows that it does not forget the lighter slde.

But what is dons for the puplls when they come to school? Much
of the teachlng is on a very high plane. It cannot he denled, how-
ever, that In some cases It i3 the traditional verse-hy-verse lecture
method that has gone on through thirty years and more of the study
of the Uniform Lessons and the Helps which have grown up with
them. The method is famtillar to all. Sometimes even the Srperin-
tendent, and occasionally the minlster when he acts as superintendent,
takes ths “help ” to the desk and r -ads from It. The puplls, of course,
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do likewise. Even If he uses his Bible most of the puplis do not, so
that a number of tbe schools using tbe Uniform Lesaons are largely
Bible-fess. The teacher, following tradition reinforced by tbe method
of the helps, takes the fesson up verse by verse, making a iittle run-
ning commentary. All the preparation can be, and often ls, made by
hurrledly readlng over the helps once. Even the questions asked are
often read from the quarteriy or monthly. This can scarcely be cailed
teaching.

One resuft 18, it 18 easy to get substitute teachers, for no demand
Is made for preparation, But this method {8 destructive to thorough-
ness, attention, interest, Intefligence, appreciation and love of the
Bible or of vital connection betwecn the religion of Christ and the
needs of men and one's life in the world. There never was a louder
and clearer call than {8 to be heard to-day by all who have ears to hear,
for a great advance in the quality ot the education given In the Sun-
day schootis.

A few schools have introduced Graded Studies suited to the vary-
Ing needs of the different classes, thus following out a principle
acknowledged by all educationists for many years and adopted in pub-
fic and private schools, colleges and universtties. It {8 almost Incred-
fble, but a fact, that though graded Sunday schoof fessons have been
used by different churches for many years and have been on the market
for eleven years, and approved even by the Lesson Committee who
issue tbe Uniform Leszsons, yet a few ministers and Sunday-school
workers do not know what is meant by Graded Lessons, and say they
have them, when replies to other questions purposely asked to check
up the answers reveal the fact that they are using the Internatifonal
Uniform,

Wherever the minister and staff have mastered the principies of
the Graded Lessons and studied them carefully the resuits have been
gratifying. By an extended enquiry it bas been found that attendance,
interest, work in class, at home, and interest and appreciation of the
Bible and many other phases of the work have been materially
increased. The need is perhaps greatest in the Beginners and Primary
classes for fessons sulted to the meeds of the ilttle ones. Schools hav-
{ng regard for the pupils must adopt lessons suited to their needs.

It is of great {mportance to know that as a resuit of recent eon-
terences between various representative bodles new courses, including
a modiited Graded course for smaller scbools, and courses for parents’
classes, will soon be lssued, prepared especially for Canadlan corditions.
Tbe first courses for Beginners, Primary and Junior pupits wiil be
tasned in January, 1915, by tbe Presbyterlan Cburcb. The Anglicans
already have tbeir own courses.
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Next to tho curriculum used {n ciass {s thc question of how the
clans 1s conducted. The equipmeat telis most of the story. From the
klad of lesaona used, the rooma and equipment provided, observations
made and reports of othera, it {a evident that in the vast majority of
casea tbe teacher gathers her clasas in the midst of other classes or
in straight pews, and talks to them falrly continuousiy for the lesson
period. By diligeat aearch {lttle or no expresslonal activity {s fouad
in the Sunday achools. When asked, no one gave any educational
activity carrfed on in the claaa. I’ractically no classes have tablea
around which the puplis alt and work; very few have sand tables,
clay, picturea, paste, maps, charts, or any other thing with which to
work. Tiiere aro a few biackboards and maps, but these usually
beloag to the achoot as & whole, and are {n many cases but rarely
used by aayone for actual teaching.

The fact 18 the Church has been niggardly In the spending of
money on the achools. New churches are built for preaching services,
witb perhaps a basement for a tea-meceting and for the furnace. The
school meeta where it can. Usually no separate c¢lassrooms are pro- |
vided. Sometlmes there is opposition to putting up curtains. Indeed,
too often, the {dea of speading a falr proportion of money on providiag
an adequate school with classrooma and equipment is rever conceived.
This condition of things la rapidly changing, and cverywhere people
are asking for advice on liow to plan a real educatioaal buliding.
When the Church consclously graspa the full significance of educa-
tional work, the present proportion in the spending of moncy will be
changed, and Sunday-school workers will get somcthing approaching
sultable buildings and equipment. The chart on page 36, prepared
from an extended anrvey all over Canada, is true of Huron County.

Some of tbe chiurches are making good use of all the avallable
space. Tbe accompaayiag photo shows how one small church, by the
use of heavy curtains, hus made cnough separated spacea to accom-
modate all its classes. DBut even these sonictimes have ao tables or
other equipment, and have made no advance in principlea or niethods
ia the last ten or twenty years.

There 1s acarcely one Sunday school buliding in lluron country
districta that embodies present-day educational principies, One of
tbe beat is tbe Presbyterian School at Kippen.

Nor are activities carrjed on tbrough the week by the classes
or departments as part of the education aad training of the puplls
In Christian {lving. Organized classes, except the Aduit, are rare. A
aumber are reported, but few carry on any expressional activitics
through the week. It Is the exception to find them organized to do
such work as 1s doae by Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, Fireslde Girls aad
simllar orgaaizationa. In a very few cases the classea through tbe
week carry on some kiad of athletle sports, as hockey.
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Nnw, it shnuld be svident that educatlon can only he =ffective
as (t trains puplls to carry on thelr proper work In the worid. A
atudent from a good buminess collego stops Into a big office and is
quite at homo, becnusy in tho college he has kept bhooka and dono
banking, ete, an much like the real business world as possihle. 8o
in the Bunday school tho pupila must he trained, not merely in:
atructed, to meet real situations. The hest way to teach helpfulness
is not merely glving a running coninentary on some paesage in the
Biblo but hy creating a lfellko situation full of human intereat,
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to which ths pupli’s intellect and emotion wlll respond in expres-
slonal activity, such as speaking hls conviction, ringing, writing, giv-
ing, etc.,, and by doing good turns every day. Are our Sunday schools
tralning their puplis and fitting them by that tralning to be efficient
workers In the school, In the varlous socleties, In ths churcb and
in the world of men and women everywbere? In aome respects they
ars, hut they are not, on the whole, nearly producing results up to
thelir capacity.
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in aimost every case where the niinister does anything in school
bis time is given to the aduit pupiis. it is a question if this is
where the nced is greatest. Thero Is an Imiperative demand lo-day
for leadership in work with boys. 1lut few ministera have got any
help in their theological training te Nt themn tor educational work
in the Sunday mchool, so, usually, the only work thoy are fitted
for in teaching, unlesa they recctved this training etsewhere, is te
#%ivo a sermonette to the fiiblec Class. The Church must have a
ministry trained in Iteliglons Kducation. Oue of the most outstnnd-
ing needs in the opinlon of the workers thomsebves Is beiter trained
teachers, and the mintster usually muat de this himselt.

Practically every school has at least one school plenl:; cach year
and most hnve a Christmas entertalnment, hut few classes have any
soclal gatherings as a class. Practically all give noniething to missions
and nearly a quarter give to some speclal school object, as tho
suppert of a v ' at {’oint Aux Trembies or an orphan in India.
This is particu...., true of the f’resbyterian Church.

About haif report one or more deeisiens for Christ inst year.
The harvest ycars for decision are from thirteen to twenty., But just
during these years not over one-third of the boys are in regular attend-
ance at school and not half are enrolled. (See char, page 31.)

Very few communtecant ctasses, except in the Anglican Church,
whero each congregation has a class, nre reperted. One of the hest
courses for such n class {8 Young Peoplo's Prehiems (Scrihner's,
New York), ono of the Bible Study {Inion Gradced Lessons.

Missfon study classes are 80 rare as to be almost negligihie.
Missious must he given a piace in tho Sunday school it it 18 to grip
the hearts of tbe people.

Teacher-training classcs are rare, Teachers’ meetings, when held,
are usually taken up witb business, and not given to helpful study
of teaching. Tbero are no parents’ classes,

Teachers' llbrarles are seldom or never formed. With so many
new hooks hearing directly on practical Sunday-school work and giving
netp to teachers nnd officers tn their problems, no school should be
witheut a {ibrary. A half-dozen of the best hooks, read and then dis-
cussed at teachers’ meetings, aro a most profitable investment. it would
he a8 gracefut token of sppreclation If each congregation would Instait
a small library for the teacliecrs and add a few new books each year.
{The Board of Sabbath Schools and Young Pcople's Socicties of the
Preabyterian Church publishes a selected bibliegrapby fer teacbers’
tihraries.)

Less than one in five congregations repert tbat anyone from their
congregation has taken up the ministry, or mission, deaconess, Y.M.
C.A., YYW.C.A,, or any other distinctively religious work. Thia reflecta
directly on the Sunday scheol, as well as on the home.
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Attentlon should be called to the keeping of records. Usuaily thers
is no individual record of each pupil kept, no easily avaiiahle rscord
of attendance of the boys and of the girls of different ages or depart:
ments, Little use i3 made of such records as ars kept. A card system,
giving hirthday and the main facts of the pupil’'s Sunday-schooi and dsy-
school career, 13 slmple and usabie, whije a chart will show at a glance
the attendsnce of boys, girls, departments, etc., as desired. The followlng
will indicste the general plan, and when used as a wall chart, tracing
out each day’s attendance hefors the school, creates deep interest among
the puplils, who do not iike to see the iine curving down.
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The aim of the hest churches to-day is to hring the educational
work of the Sunday school up to ths highest standard. This means
that officers and teachers keep ahreast of the rapid progress that is
being msde in religlous education hy reading the new books, meetiug
to discuss important questlons and to take up teacher training It
means, further, that the school will have a normal ciass, preparing
senlor puplils for teaching, as is done hy Miss Carmichael in the Kippen
Sunday school, Huron County. The courses of study must hs suited
to the needs of each cisss, as 1s dons {n Graded Lessons. Then it must
be recognized that puplls isarn hy doing. Ths work in the class must
be done hy the puplls themssives, For the little ones there is the sand:
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tahfe, clay-modeliing, paper-cutting, coloring, drawing, marching and
other sxercises, and for oider pupifs olher activities suited to their
age. Each class should have definfte work to do iu: t:2 vear, {n study
as wsil as in service, so that thers wouid ajways he a ceitain end in
view, and something new to fook forward to. Each year o1 compieted
work feads to promotfon, and the promotion exercises »‘e full of
meaning. The study in the class, as in a lahoratory, consisting f{n
original work hy the puplfs, must he {inked up with evsry-day life.
There {8 no divorce between reiigion and week-day work. This im-
pifes that every class, as a unit, must have {ts own work through the
week. For example, the Primary clagses may meet to carry out the
work of a Misaion Band as part of their group activity, not as a separate
and distinct body; the {ntermediates to do such work as {s carried on
hy Girt Guides and Eoy Scouts; the senfors and aduits in various forms
of ssrvice. These activities, along with the Sunday work, make for
the fuif dsvelopment, mentally, physicaily, morally and spiritualiy, of
each chitd.

The Young Men’s Christian Association has developed a pro-
gramme with suggested studies and activities and suitahie medais,
hy which aif the pupiis In a community may through the week carry
on thess activities together. In every case the Sunday-gchool class is
the unft, and all the athietics, etc., are tied up to it. ‘This ptan s under
the guidance of a committee formed of representatives from the
Y. M. C. A, ths different Denominations and the Internatipnai Sunday
School Association. It is particufariy suited to smaif communities, as
it urftes the pupiis of aif denominations i{n these week-day sporta and
other activities. This Community Effort, about which fufl informatfon
can he secured from the Denominationaf or Internatfonal Su'.day-Schoot
Secrstaries or from the Y. M. C. A,, is commended to aif in the further-
ing of reiigious education and the promotion of piay iife.




The Public Schools in
Huron County

There are two schoo! systems in Huron, the public schools and the
Roman Cathollc separate scbools. There are nlne of these separate
schools. These also get Leglalatlve grants and municipal grants. As
they are more or less private In character, the followlng report deals
only with the National or Public School. Practlcally all children over
five and up to fourteen years of age are enrolled In school, and tbe
average attendance 18 good and well followed up. The percentage of
average to total attendance is 62, which was excelled hy but one county
(Waterloo, 639.), and equalled by but one other (Pertb, 6279%), in
Ontario, in the year 1913.

The scbool population has fallen off to an alarming extent. n
1913 the rural school attendance waa 6,818, whlle in 1881 it was 14,500,
or 2 25 times a8 much. The viliages In 1913 enrolled 1,016. hut In
1881 1,534, or 13 times as many. Even the towns have lost, numbering
3,211 In 1881 and only 2,778 in 1913. The total acbool attendance in
1913 is only 51%¢,—a very }!lttle over half of what 1t was In 1881,
The following table glves the officlal figures:

ATTENDANCE AT ALL SCHOOLS IN HURON COUNTY
1881 1891 1901 1911 1913

Rural . ........cciviiiinnn 16,500 12,778 9,960 7,056 6,818
Loss, 1881 to 1913, 58% 7.
Village—
Bayfleld .. ............... 199 167 139 95 82
Biyth .. ..ovviriiiie i 260 280 205 101 154
Brusgels . . .o uveniirnnns 430 332 287 215 244
EXeter . . «vvvurunerenenns 427 433 416 353 323
Hensall .. ......covanuuen i 188 140 135
Wroxeter . . «.ovevvneeinn 218 167 116 130 122
Total . . cuviiininnans 1,534 1,379 1,361 1,034 1,060
Loss, 1881 to 1913, 31%.
Towns—
Clinton . . .......c0iiune. 748 716 562 587 614
Goderich . . ........v0 1,175 1,141 862 993 981
Seaforth . , ...ovvvvvniaens 639 831 523 560 673
Wingham ... ......000e.n 649 618 542 595 610
Total . . ....ovvvvvnns 3,211 3,306 2,489 2,738 2,778
Loss, 1881 to 1913, 13%%.
Grand total .......... 21,245 17,463 13,800 10,825 10,666

Loss, 1881 to 1913, 60%.
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The sailent featurea of the foregoing tahle are graphlcally set forth
in the chart below.

Decrease in Schel Julatlon '
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The numher of hoya and giris enrolled is ahout equal, with the
hoys slightly in the majority. Very few of school age are not enroiied.
The attendance by dlstrihution is good. Few do not attend a large pro-
portion of schooi days. The average (and medlan as weil) numher of
pupils in regular attendance at a rural school is 22.

In the rural districts there are 152 female and 44 male teachers—
that is, 2214, or iess than one-quarter, are men. The average salary
for the men is $579 and for the wom- °513. Almost every teacher is
well quallfled to teach. Most of th thers—1""—have second-ciass
certificates, 60 have third-class, ar arstclass. Only 10 out of the
196 hold temporary licenses,

The previons experience of the teachers now in Huron runs from
4 months to 256 years. The medlan is 3% years. Severa! have had
over twenty years' experience, several are new beginners. The num-
her of years in the present posltion varies from six months or iess to
23 years. The medlan is 11 years, so that fully holf ore 114 yrars or
less in a school ond obout % two yeears or less in their present position;
8 few have been 20 years or over. The tlme spent in the previous
position varies from & months or less to 18 years. The median Is 2
years. Over two-thirds were 3 years or less, and one was 18 years in
the previons position,

This indicates how quickly ond often the teoching stofl chonges,
ond {8 undoubtedly one of the weaknesses of the school system.

The rural school, in spite of Its many handicaps, makes a rlch
contribution to Canadian llfe, Many examples mlght he given, hut
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one must suffice. In thls small country school the teacher has made
the work his professlon and has heen In the ons school many years.
From 1900 to 1914 forty-two pupils were prepared for Hligh Schooi
Entrance. Of these s8ix (145;) have entered the University, of whom
one Is now a medlcal doctor, one {8 studying medicins, and ons
theology; thirteen, or 319, have entered the teaching professlon, of
whom four are teachlng, two are in Normal School and seven in Col-
feglate. Most of those also who have attended University havs taught
achool. Of those in colleglate two expect to study medlcine and one
theology. Eleven (269,) have gone Into huslness, most of them having
taken a husiness college course. One is stlll in the puhlle school, and
eleven, or 26%, are on farms in Ontarlo or the West as farmers or
farmers’ wives,

Ten, or 249, were not the children of farmers. Of the remalning
thirtytwo children of farmers who have entered hlgh school, 10, or
319%, are stiii on the farm—that s, less than one-third. This is prob-
ahly above the average for those who rsach the hlgh school.

Some of these students have had hrllilant careers. One I8 glven
below: * Passed entrance to Normal at end of first year In Colleglate;
entrance to Faculty next year; Honor Matrlculation the following
year, standing second in general proficiency and being mentloned for
five scholarships. 1n four years was graduated B.A., winning two
gold medals in Physica. That fall was given a position with the Car-
negle 1nstitute of Washington in Dcpartment of Terrestrial Magnetism,
The next year he set out from New York in the Carnegie on a voyage
around the worid. Then he spent the last eight months of 1913 in
magnetlc work in South America.”

With such a record of the successful preparation of puplls for
varled walks of life—and no douht other small country schools have
a simllar record—it is little wonder that Mr. W. H. Johnston, who has
been the teacher of thls school ail these years, shouid say: “Now,
after considering the whole matter, 1 belleve I would not do otherwise,
it 1 had it to do over ngain. than give my life to teachlng a small coun-
try school.” To one who 18 willing to put his life into it the work of
teachlng offers most attractlve inducements. To the teacher comss
the satisfactlon of following with unfelgned joy the success of students
whose careers, though perhaps far outranking his own achlevements,
hsve been made posslhle hy his unostentatious work. The teacher lIs
an artist in human lite. Hls work never dles.

There are 183 schools; most are well huilt and weli kept. Of these
110 are hrlck, 8 stone, 4 concrete and 61 frame. In the opinlon of the
teachera themselves 909 of these school hulldlngs are well kspt; ths
others are oniy fairly well kept, with two or three that are “ poorly
kept.” A few need to he replaced very soon hy new buildlngs.
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Slightly over half (547%) of the school grounds are only half an
acre, or a littls more, fn slze. Ahout one-third (349%) are ons acre.
One or two are 1%, 2 and 3 acres. Flve per cent, ars only one-quarter
acrs in slze. About one-quarter are not weli kept, but a largs propor-
tlon are fevsl and shaded with beautlful trees. When the bulldings
are taken out of one-quarter or even ons acre of ground there la ilttle
space left for games and play. No small country 8chool should have less
than one acre of well-kept ground,

Ths teachers were asked what games the puplls played. From the
answers it {8 clearly evident that play life does not bulk farge In the
country. A very llmited numher of games are mentloned, which reveals
the poverty of the play of the childrcn. The value of play fn educa-
tlon and in life {8 now belng pretty fully recognized, but Canadlan
schools have not responded very enthuslasticaliy. The chlldren at one
school were standing around doing nothlng. When asked why they
were not playlng they sald, * We don't know any games.,” They were
tired of the two or three old ones they knew. On a school rink in
Edmonton the pupiis were seen playing marhles! Children must de
taught to play. It 18 one of the most helpful Influences in life; 1t Is
a force In education. Many of life’'s prohleras and battles are won
on ths playground. Teachers and trustees sbould co-operate to fill
the llves of the children with more enjoyment In life. 1dly ioltering
around the playground or playirg rough games is a direct menace to
clean llving, as It leaves tbe puplls to the mer:y of any bad boy or giri
and creates sltuations where lmmorallty s auggested and made easy.
One of tbe best safeguarda against evll, aa well as tbs best posltlve
forces for the upbullding of clean thinklng and actlng, 18 to keep the
chifdren fnterested and actlve {n good, wholesome, vigorous games,

1t 8 very pleasing to note that the schools are, on the whole, well
supplled with mapa, charts, globes and hlackboards. Most of the
schoola have a fairly good iibrary, comprising books on Hlstory, Fairy
Storles, Nature Study, Oeograpby, Travsl, Fictlon, etc.,, approved hy
the Department of Educatlon. Tbe cost in 1912 per pupil enrolled was
$26.27: and per pupll in average attendance $40.15,

Most of the newer schools, even, have cross lighting. Thls fa con-
afdered barmful hy educational authorities, and every new schooi at
least should provide that the iight shall enter at the back and left of
the pupils. 1t is usual to think of the country school as heing per-
fectiy sanltary. But a large number, perhaps the iarge proportion,
of the schools are not really cleaned more than once or twice a year.
" Qur school 1s well kept,” writes one teacher; * it 1s scruhhed twéce a
year." Would this cass satlsfy Huron housekeepers in tbelr own
homes where oniy a few persons—and not a whole scliool—llve? Be-
sides this the scbools are swept wltb brooms. Most of the dust is scat-
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tered In the air. Tbe heavlcst {s gatbered up and thrown out; the
rest setties agaln over everythlng unti{l the next sweeping. Dust-
ing is not usually a fine art with the pupils. Some teachers do not
maintain good air {n the school. Greater care should be taken to have
the schools sanitary. Tils wili Include more care wltb tbe figbt-
ing, heatlng, ventiiation and cleaning, Here 18 work for the Women's
Institutes. Women are experts ln tbis field.

Medical {nspection of couniry schools 18 urgently needed. Much
alckness and sufferlng would be avoided by medlcal attentlon.

Accordlng to the Annual Report for 1913, of tbe 183 rural schools
in Huron In 1912, 103 used the autborlzed Scripture Readings; all but
2 opened or closed with prayer, and 135 used the¢ Slble. Tbis 18 a
remarkably good showing. Rellglous exerclses are prescribed by On-
tarlo, the regufation reading as follows: * Every Publlc School shail be
opened with tbe reading of the Scriptures and tbe Lord's Prayer, and
ghall be closed with the Lord’s Prnyer or tbe Prayer authorized by the
Department of Education.” The children of parents who object are
excused from euch exerclses.

The regulatlons recognlze, {n addltlon to the religious exerclses,
the syetematic readlng of the Scripture, the repetitlon of the Ten Com-
mandments, the memorization of selected Scripture passagee and
instruction by a clergyman of any denomlnation. The trustees bave
autbority to permlt the iatter In the schoolhouse once a week after
scbool hours. In none of tbe schools, nccording to tbe report, was
religious Instruction given by cleigymen or thelr representatives. Only
35 scbools report tbat any clergyman vislted them durlng tbe year
1912,

It 18 hoped that soon the plan proposed by tbe Department by
which a two years’ couree in Bible knowledge wll{f be given, with an
examination as a bonus subject at hlgh school entrance, will be brought
Into effect. The Instruction would not bo given in the pubilc scbool,
but It would have to come up to the publlc school standard. This is
based on the Nortb Dakota plan. It Is proposed to use tbe Golden Rule
Serles of Rcaders, adapted to Canadlan conditions, ae supplemental
reading.

The number who bave gone to High School In the laet five years
averages about five for each school, or one a year. It 18 remarkable
that not one in ten reporis that any pupil went to an agriculiural col
lege of any kind from the school and in only siz out of ten cases have
any of these graduates of agriculiural gschools returned to live in their
own district. But seven out of ten schools (705 ) hRave sent pupils to a
business college, and about balf report that pupils have {eft bome to
work and llve In the city.
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It is right thnt the country school should send lts graduates into
the professions and businese, hut is it too mucb to expect that tbe
country school should fit its puplils for agricuiturai colleges and for the
farm? It 1s psinfully true that the echoole still educate away from the
country. Nsturo study and agricuiture hae been placed ln the curri-
culum, hut the eftuation has not been frankly taced.

It 1s almost Incredibie that eo 1lttle 18 being done, through the
course of etudy, for country llfe. Perhaps moet readers will he sur-
prised to find that of the 6,514 puplls attending echool, according to the
Minleter's report for 1913, only 156 wero studylng Agricuiture. When
tbe meazre amount of tlme devoted to the subject (about one hour a
week), {te very elementary cbaracter and purely formal or “booklsh"
treatment le consjdered, little can be expected from It. DBesides, Agri-
culture 18 an optlonal euhject. Thle year, for the first time, a paper on
Agricuiture was set for the teachers' examlnatlon.

Manual Tralnlng, ae 1t le called, or Industrial educatfon, as educa-
tore prefer to cali 1t, le taken by but 103 pupils and Houschold Science
hy only 14.

A new conceptlon of educatlon for the farm must bo devefoped. At
the preeent time the echool syetem, whicb educates for the blgh school,
the collegiate, teachlng and college, leads dfirectly to the city. But
the very language and thought of the farmers themselvee iz not less

to blame. “I gave one boy a farm and the other an education,” 1s the
common expreeslon, as If the two were fundamentally eeparate. The
parents ueually place the alternatlve hefore the adolescent boy. “ Are
you going on to high echool and coflege? 1f not, you may ae well etop
going to school now.” Indeed, the dietinction 1s often made aimoet
odloue. If a boy is not good at * hook-learnlng™ and examinatlone,
he 18 advised tbat he “ had hetter go back to tbe farm."

The sltuation calle for a great change in tbe echooi system. There
muet he an educatior provided for the country. Thls wili imply, first,
a common echool educatlon centred In the present intereets and know:
ledge of the pupils, namely, country life; eecond, continuation and higb
echoole in the community, glving coursee for the farm as welf as for
other profeselons. This will require at leaet one teacber In Agrlcuf
ture and one In Houseboid Sclence. It wiil naturally follow tbat the
echool garden and domeetic ecience will he found at every scboof, and
that weak school districts wlll unite for one good echool, centraily
located, wbere hetter teachere wilf be malntalned, each a epeclaliet in
his or her own line. WIitb iarger echoole, hetter salarlee wlll he pald,
and the poeltion of principal, at leaet, wlli become more permanent,
eo that 1t will attract men to teachlng ae a life work, a real professlon.
Thls wlll eventuaify lead to a house being provided for the head
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mnetcr, 38 used to be the custom, and stiil is {n one or two s=ctions in
Ontarfo.

But before an education suited to country {ife is given, one thing
is necessary. There must be a demand on the port of thc country
peoplc themseives for it. Prof. McCready, the Director of Agricuitural
Education in Elementary Schoofs, says that there never was a time in
Ontario when the Government did not want to teach Agriculture in the
common schools, and there never was a time when the peopie did not
oppose it. The mest stubborn resistance is found among the people
as represented in the truetees. The County of Huron may ahare much
more inrgely in achool gardens, Agriculture and Household Science
it they will ask for it, or even allow it to he introduced. At the
present writing oniy four echoois have agreed to have gardens. Huron
le much behind Middlesex and other counties In this respect. The
education of the children is most vital and fundamentai in the re-
hahifitation of the country. Wiifl Huron arouse iteelf and secure for
its boye and giris the fullest measure of the beet education poasihle ?
The Women'e Institutes, so successful and influentiai—far more so
than similar men’s organizations—ehouid take the matter up, for they
at feaat can see and appreciate the vaiue and importance of the best
education for the boys and giris.

These facts Indicate that the great strides heing made at the
preeent time in transforming education from mere book learning to
actual training, as ia done in the hest busineas coliegea and in techni-
cal echoois, hae made little or no impression on the schoola in Huron.
Conditions would not seem to euggeet that any new need has arisen
or that great forward movements have been made in recent years in
education,

A grade limit as well aa an age 1imit should be the condition of
leaving school. No energy or expense ehould be spared to eecure for
every boy and girl in the country the full common-school educotion
ond to suit thot educotion to the nceds of to-doy ond bring it to the
Righest eficiency in troining as well os in nstruction. To deprive
the youth of a good ejementary education is one of the greatest injuries
that can he infilcted on them or on Canada.

The demand is for a fearieas advance. The ayatem haa been
tinkered with a good deal. What is wanted ie a reconstruction by an
educationist to meet the special needa of the agricultural sectinns in
the present age.

School buildinga are not ueed very much as social centres. The
extent reached in thie respect le 8 Christmas entertainment, and, in
a few cases, one or two other concerta, One scbool reports ten given
hy the children, with occasional outalde belp, chiefly for the children
and their parenta and friende.
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Ths school plant ia used for a variety of other purposcs to a
{imited extent. Fifteen per cent. report that the achool is used for
political meetings and elections; 4¢, for church or Sundsy school;
3% for meetings of ths beef riuyg; 3% for jectures; and 3% for
farmsrs’ institutes. The school ia aiso occasionaily used for {lodge
meetings, lectures, and literary societies, and, of course, for trustee
meetings.

WIith good schools centrally located tho hujidings should be used
much more extensively for the communlty. This 18 the case where
consoildated achools are huiit. Tbe advantages of the consolidated
school are great. A feaflet outlining the plan and ahowing the advan-
tages can be ohtained free from the Department of Educatlon.

8ixty-six per cent. of the teachers say the parents take an activs
Interest in the school. Ths other third say the Interest ia only " falr™
or "poor.” One, a lone specimen among his fellows, says ‘ The
question {s too hard to answer.”

The urgent needs In Huron seem to be:

1. Educotion for country life. Thiacannot be attained Ly addinga
fsw minutes more to the study of Agricuiture or by an occaslonal
school gardsn, Thess thinga are necessary, but to he adequate thia end
musat modify the whole system. Reconstruction is needed.

2. Conaolidotion of schools. This would be a great galn in many
sections, provided not too many achool diatricts were merged into one
achool,

3. More troining in ploy.

4. Medicol inspection ond more core to Rove sonitory conditions.




Farm Conditions

In order to get first-hnnd i1nformation on farm condltlonhs n farge
numher of fdrmers were {ntsrvicwed nnd asked cartain definite ques
tions. KFrom these anawers nnd from personal observations tbo fof-
fowing summary {8 made.

Many of the fnrni houses in {{uron nre fine soild briek buildings,
and well furnlshed. Often the grounds nre wsil kept and beautiful
with trees nnd flowsrs. Some are fitted with hot wnter henting, water,
bnthroom, and other convenlenees a8 good ns in tbe best city homes.
Graat barns, with conerete floors and sifo, windmill or gasoiine engine,
maecfilnery nnd {implements are even more common. Ths farms thnt
ars well looked after nre fertile and yleld abundant erops of hay,
graing of all kinds, vegetables and fruit, and almosat unfailing pneturo.
The stock {8, on the whole, good. A good many raise pure bred stoek
only. Horses, fat cattle and pure-bred stoek form su important part
of the country's wealth. Besidee ths beautifu)l houses and farms thers
are splendld seenss of fand and water. On the nhores of Lake Huron
ars many summering places, and these ars now nti,aeting largs nuni-
bers of tourists,

Practicaily every one of the iarge number of {eading farmers wbo
were {nterviewed was raised on a farm, afl but 8% of tbem in Ontarlo,
and the majority in 1luron County. This one raet ehows the supreme
fmportance of educating the boys and girle for the farm {n svery farm-
ing community, and not away from {t, as has been tbs custom. The
preat majority of succesaful farmers in any older community are
raised and trained {n that vicinity.

Only a small percentage—18,~—~wers ever tenant farmers. Aimost
all own the farms on which they {ive. There ars few vary large farms.
Ths sizs ranges from 50 ‘0 428 aeres, but the great majority run from
75 to 150 acres. The median {s 100 acres, which is ths size of 469 of
the fnrmsa reported; 05/ report 160 neres and 67, 200 scres; 139 rent
fand in addition to their farms. This {8 often for pasturs. The owners
value their {and at from $40 to $80 an acre. The difference {n price
depende fargely on the dlstanee from the town or other distributing
centre.

About half hire fa-m {aborers, tba monthiy wage running from
$10 to $41 a monih. The med:2n fe $25 a month and found. Tsn
years ago {abor was mueh cheaper, eosting from 4.0 to $30 a month,
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with a median of §16. It s everywhere found hard to get help.
Female heip I8 {ess often employed, hut is just as difficuit to ohtain.
The price runs from $10 to $24 a month, with a median of $15. Ten
years ago it varied from $6 to $20, the median price heing $8 a month.

An increasing numher of farmers empioy a man and wife at
about $250 a year, giving them their own cottage (see photo, page 54),
firewood, mifk, garden and food and tiic use of a pony. There i8 the
advantage in this system that it does not break up or hinder the privacy
of efther fam.ly.

On every hand there is the evidence of loss of the young pcople
and very often of whole famiiies. The highest praise is given to some
classes of British and other farmers who have come in and made a
success, ‘Huron wouid welcome a iarge number of such, and it would
seem eurily possihle, under a wise {mmigration policy, for the Govern-
meut to stimulate such Immigration into counties {fke Huron that
have deep, rich solls aud iands adapted to mixed farming, fat stock
raising, deirying and a variety of other kinds of farming.

There is a strong simifarity, almost monotony, in methods of
farming. Only about one-half of these ieading farmers spray their
fruit trees. Little attention has heen given to the orchards, but more
are going into fruit growing now. Almost ali profess to foilow a certain
rotation of crops, the terms heing three, four, flve, 8ix, seven or elgiit
years. The median {8 four years. Neariy all are three, four, five or
six year rotations. Oniy 139 use commercial fertilizer. It {g con-
sidered “ too expensive.,” About half practice plowing under ciover for
fertiiizer, The results, in the fairly heavy soil, are good. Tuo iand is
much improved by tile draining, acd practically all drain thelr fand
in this way.

A great deal of improved machinery has heen introduced. Wiund-
miils are very common; gasoline engines are becoming so. Double
plows and harrows are now heing used to a considerable extent. Man-
ure spreaders are sald to give good satisfaction. Washiug machines
and other lahor-saving machines are used in the house, but not in pro-
portion to the number used outside. The advantages of newer methods
and machinery that are mentioned are the saviig of time and labor,
and greater fertifity.

Fifteen per cent., say tlie iand s less fertile than it used to b,
the reascns given heing the growing of corn, poor seasons, bhad
methods and fack of manure. The remaining 857 say it I8 more
fertife with them, hecause everything grown Is fed on the farm; good
rotation of crops, and hetter methods.

Mixed farming {s gecneral. Forty per cent. give a good deal of
atiwcution to dalrying; 549 to thie raising of pouitry and eggs; and all,
with few exceptions, fatten stock. For afi these Huron is particularly
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well suited. Twelve per cent. rafse pure stock for sale, of which a
great deal is exported from Huron; 30% corn, 259, wheat and 38% hay,
all of which are found profitable. In addition, othera raise horses,
sheep, oats, barley and peas. The growing of heans is quite extensive
and profitahie in some sections.,

The Increesed profit in farming is sct down to several causes.
Seven and one-half per cent. say it is because of hetter roads. One aec-
tion of the county has heen greatly helped hy a new iine of raliroad.
Twenty per cent. show that a marked Increase has come with the
wider marketa provided in the United States through the lowering of
the American tariff. Seven and one-haif per cent. only have attempted
anything in seiling direct to consumers, and not one reports anything
worth while helng done in co-operative producing, manufacturing,
huying or selling, except cheese and hutter making in a few sections,.

Here is undouhtediy one of the weaknesses in Huron, Consider
ing the progress in co-operation heing made in other places and the
advantage of it to the farmer, it is not creditahle to X'r'von that littie
or nothing has heen done. In the great advanve which is easily
possihie co-operation wiii Inevitahiy play a iarge part. One of the
causes preventing co-operation is a negative secretiveness, near of
kin to jealousy, which leads one farmer to try to keep from his
neighbor aii luformaticn about husiness transactions. Co-operative
dairying in other piaces in Canada has largely overcome this diff-
cuity. Another cause 18 conaervatism —an allegiance to the past, a
hesitancy to venture on any new line untii it is seen how it will suc-
ceed with others Thia non-progressive spirit stands In the way of
progress. Such statements as thesc are repeatedly made: “ Walting to
see how others get on with (e.g.) commerciai fertifizer*’; ' Methods
of farming about the aame as ten years ago”; “ No rotation.”

The conditions in Huron are splendidiy suited to dairying. Co-
operative dairying flourished for a time, hut few of the co-operative
dairies remaln, most of them having been sold out to private parties.
In 1913 there were 97 privately owned and 51 co-operative cheese fac-
torles, and 103 privately owned and only 13 co-operative hutter fac-
tories. The reason is not fack of huainess. For example, one co-oper-
ative dairy, now owned hy Mr. W. G. Medd, produced in 1905, hefore
taken over hy him, $16,164 worth of hutter. Eight years fater (1913)
the product sold for $124,187. It is run as neariy co-operative as
possihie when owned hy one person. The patrons have a say in the
husiness and the books are always open to them,

in a paper rcad at the Huron Survey Conference on Country Life
Mr. Medd said that the chief reasons for the faflure in co-operation
among farmers are.
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LUMBERING—A DECLININO INDUSTRY—OFTEN DESTRUCTIVE AS IT 1S CARRIED ON,
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A OO FARM JIOURE, A I'O0OR BABN—DREARY AND UNATTRAC-
TIVF.

AN ABANDONED ITOUSE., A RANKER OF BOADS,
There are i great many of these

AN EYE-S80BE. A SHABBY STORE,
Property of wealthy non-restdent bachelor.

SoMFE Sraxs oF HURON'S BACKWARDNESS,




“1. Suspicion and fauit-Anding on tho part of farmers with any-
thing managed by themseives.

‘2. Penurlousness—unwilingnecss to pay a suffclent saiary to re-
tain good men.

* 3. Lack of interest in amy new order of things and adherence to
ofd methods.

“Tbe wbole mental attitude and viewpoint must be changed before
co-operation can succeed. Each for bimself is still the rule in Huron,
* Competition {s the tite of trade‘ {s not true; tbe lifc of trade {s co-
operation and square deaiing,

“The problem of keeping the people on the farm is complex, but
the folfowing will help solve {t:

* 1. Education {n the country for tbe country boy and gir!, so that
they can get just as good an education as in the city. It shouid be
broad, yet distinctiy rurai and agricuituraf, and to be had in thefr
own townsbip.

**2. Co-operation in production and marketing, that the farmer
may recelve true market vafue, and a rightful price for aif tbat he
produces.

** 3. Co-operation {n soclai and reiigious {ife, that the mora{ tone of
the pcopie may be true to the best teaching of bome, church and school.

* 4. Leadership by men who are wifiing to sacrifice time, money and
encrgy to bring into active fife the principies of true democraecy. Then
each community wiil produce its own feaders.

“ The best motto for success is not ' What we bave we'il hoid,' but
' What we have we'll sbare’"”

A fittfe 1s done in co-operation {n the egg ecircies, fruit packing,
and the purchase of seed grain, etc., but it is only a smaif fraction of
what 18 easily possible.

One of the pests in Huron is June bugs. These ciumsy insects
ave huge feeders and strip vegetation bare. They swarm in thousands
and are very destructive. Thefr chief breeding-places are iands that
have been in sod for tbree years or more. Yet tbere are flarge
tracts of fand kept in pasture year after year, providing perfect
breeding-piaces for an uniimited and unfaiiing supply of these undesir-
able creatures. Weeds and orchard pests are not fooked after ag they
should be, much to the country's hurt,

Evidences of Huron's backwardness are not wanting. There are
unsightly ruins of buiidings, ahandoned houses, blocked roads because
of board and heavy rail fences, beautiful farms iying idle, often heid
for a bigh price, and bare and unattractive houges and barns, without
convenlences or comforts.

The soclaf {ife of country communities {s receiving, and rightiy
80, a good deal of attention, The more popuiar gatherings of a social
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character aro given In order below. Eighty-two pcr cent. say that
agricultural fairs are the moat popuiar, but thore {s a strong feellng
on tho part of some that they give littic chance to tho ordinary farmer,
as alf tho prizes go to the big cxhibitors, County fairs aro misasing
thefr chict servico It they do not stimuiprs the work of tbo generaf
farmer. Seventy-eigbt per cent, sry cburch socin!s and 63¢, say Sun-
day school pienics are the most popular. This 18 another indication
of tbe place the Church fiolds in Huron, and of how the people look to
the Chiurch for feadership tn socfal {ife and recreation. Wifl the Church
aljow this great opportunity to slip? This i8 a crucial question,
Fnrmers’ Ingtitutes and Clubs come next, with 60%. Some say tho
former are " waning® and * declining,” but that Farmers’ Clubs nrc
gaining because of thelr =social features, Family reunfons are a
popnlar form of social {ife-—tbe moat popular, say 50~ of the respond:
ents, Huron's population ia homogencous and miade up largely of the
stock of the original settiers, and home {ife has not been broken up,
as In the modern city with its varicd Interests, Thia {s one of the
beautiful things about the county. Public school conccrts are the
most popuinr according to 40% of the answers. The pubiic school, it
s pleasing to note, I8 galning as a soclal centre. Thirty per cent.
think that athjetlc games are the most popular, and 29% lodge meet:
{ngs. In some sections dances are popular, but on tho whole only 257
regard them as the most popular. Following these come lodge socinis,
21¢.; {iterary socloties, 167 ; home talent piays, 157 ; card partles,
169, motlon pletures, 714%+; {ectures, €149, and summer schools, 377,
Where a model farm exists it becomes a social centre or meeting
place also.

In the opinfon of thcse {cading farmers everywhere through the
county as to what Institutions are making tbc most success {n the
community, especlally as soclal centres, 54¢, think tho schoois are;
6097 the churches, 409 agricuitural organizations, chiefly because of
their social features; 187, the lodges, and 8% social clubs, If the
Church keceps In close touch with the school and with agricultural
orgnnizntions by belng most heipful and serving the people’s best
interests, its position {8 secure. This it can only do by leading {n
every advance for the common good. Otherwise these organizations,
and others perhape not wholly good, become tbe centre of the people's
lite. ° J 28 A

What 18 the most needed Improvement or advance in the opinion
of tbe average farmer? Thirty-two per cent., or almost one-third, say co-
operation. This {8 significant. Wi{ll the cburches fead in this move-
ment ? Eigbteen per cent. say better transportation facifities, e.g.,
roads and an electric raliway: 149 say better church work, ns abolish-
ing the bar, evangeilsm, and better organization for actua{ service and
soclal work; 129, say more sclentific farming and better markets, es
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free trade would provide; 87/ say that moro social features are greatly
necded, such as farmors’ elubs; 47; say that the next advance should
be the beautifying of the homes within and without; 47> say better
agricuitural oducation tarough school gardena and otherwise; and 457
say eommunity leadership, such as {8 embodled in a eounty repre-
aentntive in other piaces.

In 1907 alx countlea had district representatlves. At firat they
were looked vupon with disfavor, Moat farmers felt thoy knew the
bualness of farming so thoroughly that no one eould teach them. But
the eounty repreacntat’ves by their helpfulness and sterling worth
have won thelr woy. This year (1914) forty-one countiss have repre-
sentatlves, of whom only two are temporary appointments. Each has
one or more asalatanta, so that about 100 ngricuiture graduates are aet-
ing in this eapaeity tbrougbout the province. Huron has no county
repredentative,

The eounty representative Is the ‘riend and asslstant of every
fnrmer. e glves advice, for oxample, on how to pack apples: when
to spray and how to mske the apraying mixtures. 8o In every branch
of farming. Hia work {s to know his diatrict tboroughly and glve
help as needed. MHuron should have a county repregentotive,

The abovo replies give a good notion of the trend of thought. The
need of co-operation {s beginning to be strongly felt and the fonging
for more soclal life—through tbe Church preferably, and, if not,
through other organizations that will miclster to thls need. It {s
safe to eay that the next few ycars wiil sece great chnnges and advances
made in farming and in everything pertaining to country life.

The poverty of the social 1lfe was bronght out strikingly. Most
of these leading farmers wcro not at more than two or three of tbe
above enumerated or other soclal gatherings In a year. A good num-
ber of tbem were at {ess than two or three, No doubt somo of the older
settlers do not regard this ae a hardship at all. But it ie not to be
expeected that young people, especially young people of a new age, will
Le satisfled with such a meagre soetal life.

In many cases the farmers gave their own porsonal observations
on farm lifo In goneral. The light these throw on the social queatlon
Is {iuminnting. One of the leading and mosat successful intensive
farmers '‘has no use for lodges,” In which {s included most aocial
times. Another says: " Boys have gone Weat. Why ? Lack of interest
and no desire to roam. They wili be eured when a llttle older. The
young people at home frequent party dances in the homes during the
win.er untit hardly able for anythlng else.”

Theso repllea and others ehow that there ls no inaight Into or
aympathy with the present needs of the young people, The feeling {8
insistent that the objectlon fa not to the recreatlon in {tself, hut to
the fear that the boye and girls wili not be able to get up quite eo
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early next morning or work quite so bard all day. That {a, the young
people’s alm in life is to be able to put In as many hours as possibie
at continuous drudgery, saving only enough for eating and sleeping.
That, coupled with tbo attitude to tbose who go West or elsewhers,
Indicating the belief that it 18 " a lack of interest and a desire to
roam’’ and that “they will be eured when a 1lttle otder ” means {ittie
or no {mprovement ean be looked for untli such farmers are con-
verted to a new view of iiffe. But where farmers and others face the
situatlon frankiy and ask, “* Why should the young peopie be inter-
ested?”’ ‘“ What is tbere in farm life for tbem?’ ‘ What ean be done
to make it attractive 2" and when the heart conviction is that tho
supreme need is to keep thém, happy and contented, on the farm, then
conditions will be changed. It Iz the ilrm conviction of many ub
gervers tbat whille a great deal can be done and shouid be done by
others, a very real part of the solutfon is {n the hands of the farmers
themselves; and, furtber, that unless they nct the efforts of others
eannot be altogether successful. Thls oplnion {s strengthened by
gseelng many cases {n Huron, where, under very similar external con-
dltlons, the children remain In the home In hearty, Interested co-
operation. 1

Many of the farm-houses are heautl.ully kept and fitted with most
of the modern convenlences. Rut it 18 quite astonishing to see how
mony homes there ore where little ottempt 48 mode to beautify them
1with trees, flowers or paint, or to introduce conveniences, many of
which cost little but ore of almost priccless volue and comfort, espect-
ally to the women and girls, These alone would add {nestimably to
the attractlon of country life, which already has so many advantages
over every other kind of life, But because peopie live in the country is
no reason why they should sentence themselves to ploneer conditions
when ali tbe comforts of the city home, with few of its drawbacks,
are easlly within reach. The rural telephone has done much for the
eountry; hydro-electrlc service may do much more; and auy pro-
gresgive family, by thelr own care, and work {n spare moments, can
do wonders In beautlfying the home and {n making {t more attractive
and eonvenient—in every way a better plaee to iive In.

In some homes there is a liberal supply of good books, magazlnes
and papers. In others, th-re Is a great lack in thls respect. The
proposed postal 1lbrary will, {f carricd out, bring books within the reach
of every home. The communlty itself, however, through the Church or
otber organlzatlons, has an opportunity to promote the babit of readlng
good books. <Cour‘ry people have leisure, particularly in the fong
winter evenlngs, for reading and study, and the good use of this time
is one reason why g0 many of thcm finve been and are above the
average In Intelligence and in their grasp of fundamental prineiples.
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The Survey Exhibit

After the Survey was completed cxalbits, or confercnces on country
life werc held at Exeter, Clinton mnd Auburn., The following Is the
programnie that was given. It should he noted that most of the leading
Influences hearing on conntry llfe arc represented.

AFTERNOON
.40 Chalrman’s Remarks,

.00 Tbe Survey.
Dr. Myers.

.25 The Church and the Rural Community,
Rev. 8. F. Sharp, B.A.,, B.D.

Digcusslon.

Huron from Wlthin.,
W. G. Mcdd, Esq., Winchelsea.

Our Needs and Achlevements.
John Rowecliffe, Esq., Farmer.

Discusslon.

Economlc Influences that Affect the Farm,
F. E. Ellis, Esq., 12ditor Farm and Dairy.
Discussion.

Agricultural Instructlon in Reintion to the Flnancial Pros-
perlty and the Soclal Life of Rural Districts. (Farmers'
nnd Women's Instltuiry, Farmers' Clubs, Co-operation and
Markets, will be among thc suhjects discussed.)

(Gcorge A, Tutnam, Ksq., B.S.A, Supt. of Farmers' and
Wowen’s institutes, and F. C. Har, Esq., B.S.A., Director
of Co-operation and Markets IBronch,

Discusslon.

EVENING
The Rurn! School nnd lts Relation to Rurnl Life (with
Lantern).

S. B. McCready, Esq.,, Director Elemcntary Agricultural Edu-
cation for Ontarlo.
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7.56—8.06 Discussion.

8.05—8.30 Getting More Joy Out of Life.
Tarylor Statten, Esq., Nationai Boys' Work Secretary, Na-
tional Councii of Young Men's Christian Association of
Canada.

8.30—8.40 Discussion.

8.40—9.06 Some Features Brought into High Relief by the Survey.
(With Charts and Lantern,)
A. J. W. Myers, Ph.D.

These meetings must hegin sharp on time,

So much interest was shown and 8o many requests for meetings
in different sections recelved that {t was decided to lLinld cunferences
in many places in the county, glving, hy addresses, charts and lantern,
the resuits o. he Survey.
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