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PEREGRINE THOMAS HOPSON,
Governor of Nova Scotia, 1752-1753.
{Copiedffrom portrait in possession of Thomas N. Jeffrey; presented to him

by John P. Rowan, Esq., Brooklyn, N, Y., who presented it to
Robert Noble, Halifax, 1840].
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OBJECTS OF COLLECTIONS.

1. ‘Manuscript statements and narratives of pioneer sett-
lers, old letters and journals relative to the early history and
settlement of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland
and Prince Edward Island, and the wars of 1776 and 1812; bio-
graphical notes of our Indian tribes, their history, character-
istics, sketches of their prominent chiefs, and warriors, together
with contributions of Indian implements, dress, ornaments
and curiosities.

2. Diaries, narratives and documents relative to the Loyal-
ists, their expulsion from the old colonies and their settlement
in the Maritime Provinces.

3. Files of newspapers, books, pamphlets, college cata-
logues, minutes of ecclesiastical conventions, associations, con-
ferences and synods, and all other publications, relating to this
Province, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and New-
foundland.

4. Drawings and descriptions of our ancient mounds and
fortifications, their size, representation and locality.

5. Information respecting articles of ' pre-historic antiqui-
ties, especially implements of copper, stone, or ancient coins or
other curiosities found in any of the Maritime Provinces, to-
gether with the locality and condition of their discovery. The
contribution of all such articles to the cabinet of the society
is most earnestly desired.

6. Indian geographical names of streams and localities,
with their signification, and all information generally respect-
ing the condition, language and history of the Micmacs, Mali-
cetes and Bethucks.
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7. Books of all kinds, especially such as relate to Canadian
history, travel, and biography in general, and Lower Canada
or Quebec in particular, family genealogies, old magazines,
pamphlets, files of newspapers, maps, historical manuscripts,
autographs of distinguished persons, coins, medals, paintings,
portraits, statuary and engravings.

8. We solicit’ from historical societies and other learned
bodies that interchange of books and other materials by which
the usefulness of institutions of this nature is so essentially en-
hanced,—pledging ourselves to repay such contributions by
acts in kind to the best of our ability.

9. The Society particularly begs the favor and compli-
ments of authors and publishers, to present, with their auto-
graphs, copies of their respective works for its library.

10. Editors and publishers of newspapers, magazines and
reviews, will confer a lasting favor on the Society by contri-
buting their publications regularly for its library, where they
may be expected to be found always on file and carefully pre-
served. We aim to obtain and preserve for those who shall
come after us a perfect copy of every book, pamphlet or pap-
er ever printed in or about Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island and Newfoundland.

11. Nova Scotians residing abroad have it in their power
to render their native province great service by making dona-
tions to our library of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, etc., bear-
ing on any of the Provinces of the Dominion or Newfoundland.
To the relatives, descendants, etc., of our colonial governors,
judges and military officers, we especially appeal on behalf of
our Society for all papers, books, pamphlets, letters, etc., which
may throw light on the histery of any of the Provinces of the
Dominion.



ACT OF INCORPORATION.

CHAPTER 87.

SECTION. SECTION.
1. Tncorporation. 3. Property vested in cor-
2. May hold real estate. poration.

An Act to incorporate the Nova Scotia Historical Society.
(Passed the 17th day of Aprl, A. D., 1879).

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, as
follows:

1. The Honourable John W. Ritchie, the Reverend George W.
Hill, the Reverend Thomas J. Daly, the Honourable William J.
Almon, Thomas A. Ritchie, William D. Harrington, George E.
Morton, and John T. Bulmer, and their associates, members of the
Nova Scotia Historical Society, and such other persons as shall be-
come members of such society, according to the rules and by-
laws thereof, are hereby created a body corporate by the name
of the Nova Scotia Historical Society.

2. The said corporation may purchase, take, hold, and en-
joy real estate not exceeding twenty thousand dolars in value,
and may sell, mortgage, lease, or otherwise dispose of the same
for the benefit of the corporation.

3. Upon the passing of this act the property of the said Nova
Scotia Historical Society, whether real or personal, and all debts
due thereto, shall vest in the said Nova Scotia Historical Society
bereby incorporated.
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AN ACT.

To provide for the Amalgamation of the Library of the Nova
Scotia Historical Society with the Legislative Library
and the Management of the Joint Collection.

(Passed the 10th day of Aprl, A. D., 1881.)

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Assembly as
follows:

1. The Library of the Nova Scotia Historical Society shall
be amalgamated with the Legislative Library of Nova Scotia,
and the regulation and management of the Joint Collection and
any additions that may be made thereto is hereby vested in a
commission of nine persons to be called the Nova Scotia Library
Commission, of whom the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province
for the time being shall ex officio be one, and the remainder of
whom shall be appointed annually, one half by the Nova Scotia
Historical Society and the other half by the Governor in Council.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor for the time being shall be ex
officio the President of the Commission.

3. Should the Nova Scotia Historical Society at any time
fail to appoint any or all of the Commissioners whom said So-
ciety are hereby authorized to appoint, the rights and powers
vested by this Act in the Commission shall devolve upon the
other members of the Commission. -

4. The Librarian shall be appointed by the Governor in Coun-
cil, and shall be such person as the Commissioners shall nomi-
nate, and shall hold office during good behaviour.

5. The Commissioners may make bye-laws from time to time
for the regulation and management of the Library and prescrib-
ing all matters necessary for the control thereof, but such bye-
laws shall not go into force until approved by the Governor in
Council.

6. The Commission shall make an annual report of the ex-
penditure, the general state of the Library, and on all such mat-
ters in connection therewith as may be required by the Govern-
or in Council, which report shall be laid upon the table of each
branch of the Legislature during the session.



RULES AND BY-LAWS.
REvISED May 27, 1910.

1. The So_ciety shall be called the Nova Scotia Historical
Society.
OBJECTS.

2. The objects of the Society shall be ‘the collection and
preservation of all documents, papers and others objects of in-
terest which may serve to throw light upon and illustrate the
history of this country, the reading at the meetings of the Society,
of papers on historical subjects, the publication, as far as the
funds of the Society will allow, of all such documents and papers
as it may be deemed desirable to publish, the formation of a lib-
rary of books, papers and manuscripts, affording information,
and illustrating historical subjects.

MEMBERS.

3. The membership shall consist of Ordinary, Life, Corres-
ponding and Honorary Members. The Ordinary or resident
members, shall pay at the time of admission, an entrance fee of
Five Dollars, and Two Dollars after each suceeeding annual
meeting. The Ordinary Members residing outside the limit of
15 miles from the city, may become members on payment of
Two Dollars entrance fee, and One Dollar annually thereafter.
Any Ordinary Member may become a Life Member by the payment
of Forty Dollars. The Corresponding and Honorary Members,
shall be elected by the unanimous vote of the Society, and are
exempt from all dues.

4. Candidates for membership may be proposed at any
regular or special meeting of the Society by a Member. The pro-
position shall remain on the table for one month, or until the
next meeting, when a ballot shall be taken, one black ball in
five excluding. No person shall be considered a member until
his entrance fee is paid, and if any member shall allow his dues
to remain unpaid for two years, his name may be struck from
the roll.
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MEETINGS, OFFICE-BEARERS, ETC.

5. The regular meetings of the Society shall be  held at 8
p. m., on the first Friday of each month, from November to May,
both months inclusive, and special meetings may be convened on
due notification of the President, or in case of his absence, by the
Vice-President, or on the application of any five members.

6. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at 8
p. m., on the first Friday of April, at which meeting there shall be
chosen a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding
Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and two Auditors,
and a Council of four members, who with the foregoing shall
constitute the Council of the Society. The election of members
to serve on the Nova Scotia Library Commission, under the pro-
visions of Chapter 17, N. S. Acts of 1880, shall take place at the
annual meeting, immediately after the election of office-bearers
and Council.

7. All communications which are thought worthy of pre-
servation, shall be minuted in the books of the Society and the
originals kept on file.

8. Seven members shall be 2 quorum for all purposes at or-
dinary meetings, but at the annual meeting, in April, ten members
shall forni a quorum.

9. No article of the constitution nor any by-law shall be alter-
ed at any meeting when less than ten members are present, nor
unless the subject has either been discussed at the previous
meeting, or reported on by a committee appointed for that purpose.

10. The duties of the Office bearers and Council shall be the
same as those performed generally in other Societies.

11. The Publication Committee shall consist of four mem-
bers and shall be appointed by the Council, to them all manu-
scripts shall be referred, and they shall report to the Council
before publication.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

12. All elections of officers shall be made by ballot, and a
majority of those present shall be required to elect.
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JOSEPH AUSTEN.

1882,

HON. SENATOR ALMON.
Dr. J. R. DEWoLr.
JAMES S. MACDONALD.
PETER RoSS.

1883,

HON. SENATOR POWER.
PETER LyNcH.

R. J. WiLsoN.

PETER ROSS.

1884.

HON. SENATOR POWER.
W. D. HARRINGTON.
DRr. D. ALLISON.

¥. B. CrROFTON.

1885,

R. J. WiLsoN.

DR, D. ALLISON.

F. B. CROFTON.

‘W. D. HARRINGTON.,

1886.

SIR ADAMS ARCHIBALD.
T. B. ARINS.

DR. DAVID ALLISON,
REV. DR. FORREST.

1887,

JUDGE WEATHEREBE.
DR. D. ALLISON.
PETER LYNCH.

REV. Dr. POLLOK.

1888.
PETER LYNCH.
THOS. BAYNE.
DRr. POLLOR.
PETER Ross.

1911.
G. E. E. NICHOLLS.

J. H. TREFRY.

Jas. S. MACDONALD.
Dr. JouN FORREST. Ww. C.

1889.

REvV. T. W. SMITH.
PETER LyNCH.

1890.

HON. SENATOR ALMON.
PETER LyNCH,

Dr. A. H. MacKAy.
Rev. T. W. SMITH.

1891.
HoN. DR. ALMON.
Dr. A. H., MacKav.
J. J. STEWART. .
REvV. T. W. SMiTH.

1892,

HON. DR. ALMON.
J. J. STEWART.
DR. POLLOK.

Rev. T. W. SMITH.

1893,

HoN. DRr. ALMON.
J. J. STEWART.

Dr. A. H. MacKav.
Rev. T. W. SmItha.
1894,

HON. JUDGE TOWNSHEND,
J. J. STEWART.

R. A, H. MACKAY.
REV. T. W. SmitH.
1895.

HonN. C. J. TowNSHEND,
J. J. STEWART.

DRr. A. H. MACKAY.
REV. T. .W. SMITH.

1896.
J. J. STEWART.
MR. JUSTICE TOWNSHEND,
REV. T. W, SMITH.
PROF. A. MCMECHAN.,

1897.
J. J. STEWART.
MR. JUSTICE TOWNSHEND.
PROF. A. MCMECHAN.
REev. T. W. SmitH.

1898,
REV. DR. FORREST.
REvV. T. W. SMmITH.

PROF. A. MACMECHAN.
REV. DR. SAUNDERS.

1899,
REV. DR. FORREST.
REv. T. W. SMITH.

REV. DR. SAUNDERS.
PROF. A. MACMECHAN.

G.

A

€

COUNCIL 1878-1912.

1900.

REV. DR. FORREST.
Rev. T. W. SMITH.
REV. DR. SAUNDERS.
PROF. A. MACMECHAN.

1901.

J. J. STEWART.

REV. DR. SAUNDERS.
REV. T. W. SMmITH.
PrROF. A. MACMECHAN,

1902.

REV. Dr. T. W. SMmITH.
J. J. STEWART.

PrOF. A, MACMECHAN.
REV. DR. SAUNDERS.

1903.

ARCHIBALD FRAME,
PrOF. A. MACMECHAN.
J. J. STEWART.

REV. DR. SAUNDERS.

1904.
REV. DR. SAUNDERS.
PROF. A. MACMECHAN.
ARCH. FRAME.
J. J. STEWART.

1905.
REvV. DR. SAUNDERS.
DR. A. MACMECHAN.
J. J. STEWART.
ARCHIBALD FRAME.

1908.
DR. A. MACMECHAN.
J. J. STEWART.
ARCHIBALD FRAME.
HARRY PIERS.

1907.
J. J. STEWART.,
J. P. EDWARDS,
A. H. BUCELEY.
ARrCHIBALD FRAME.

1908.
JAMES S. MACDONALD.
A. H. BUCELEY.
ARCHIBALD FRAME,
G. W, T. IrviNG,

1909,
ARCHIBALD FRAME.
A. H. BUCKLEY.
G. W. T. IrvING.
J. H. TREFRY.

1910.
G. E. E. NICHOLS.
A. H. BUCKLEY.
Dr. A, MACMECKAN;
G. W. T, IRVING.

1912.

E. E. Ni1cHOLLS.

G. W. T, IRVING.

Dr. M. A. B. SMITH.

MILNER.
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HON. MICHAEL FRANCKLIN,
Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia, 1752-1781.
[Copied from portrait in King's College, Windsor, N. 5.]






THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT.

At the annual meeting of the Nova Scotia Historical Soc-
iety which was held in the Legislative Council Chamber, Friday
evening, 12th April, 1912, the Ven. Archdeacon Armitage, the
President, reported that the work of the Society had been carried
on throughout the year, with increased interest. Ninety-one
new members have been added to the roll of membership.

The outstanding features were: (1) The marking of historic
sites by permanent tablets made from aluminum with suitable
inscriptions; (2) The reading of a number of historical papers
of great interest; and (3), the gathering of valuable material of
great historic value.

The following tablets have been placed, viz:—The birth-
place of Joseph Howe; the residence of the Hon. Richard Bulke-
ley; the site of the Great Pontac; the headquarters of General
Wolfe; the site of the 1st Printing Press in Canada; the site
of the first Court House, and first Meeting of Assembly; St.
Paul’s Church; St. Matthew’s Church; St. Peter’s Church
(now St. Mary’s Cathedral).

The tablet is ready for the marking of the first Grammar
School, and meeting place of Assembly, and only awaits the
convenience of Premier Murray for its unveiling. It is pro-
posed to unveil the tablet marking the site of the residence of
Sir John Moore during the visit of H. R. H. the Duke of Con-
naught in August. The tablet marking the place of the late
Jas. Wm. Johnston will be placed during the spring. The table
used by the First Council in 1749, and still in use will be suit-
ably marked by Hon. M. H. Goudge, President of the Legis-
lative Assembly.
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The following historic spots will be suitably marked at an
early date;—The Chain Rock; Melville Island; Grenadier
Fort; Horsman's Fort; The Exchange; The Duke of Kent's
town residence.

Historic Sites.

The Historic Site Committee has under consideration some
fifty places in Halifax, and vicinity, and is also gathering mater-
ial from every County in the Province; It is proposed to mark
within the next year or so the more prominent historic spots
throughout Nova Scotia.

The Council took appropriate action in regard to the pre-
servation of old forts and battle grounds, sending a memorial
to the Federal Government, and securing the co-operation of
other historical societies. The Prime Minister, who is a mem-
ber of our Society, has written us a letter of thanks, and the
matter has been favorably acted upon by the Government.

The Aikins Library, which is one of the most valuable on
the continent has been catalogued, and is now open to the use
of students of history in the Province Library under suitable
regulations.

The historical papers read before the Society were of great
interest, and were well received. They were as follows:—

Nov. 3rd. Major J. Plimsoll Edwardson ‘“The Militia ot
Nova Scotia, 1830-67."”

Dec. 1st. Mr. H. W. Hewitt on ‘Historical Sketch of
Eastern Passage, Cow Bay, Cole Harbor, and the Islands of
Halifax Harbor.”

Jan. 5th, 1912. Mr. J. W. Regan on ‘“The Inception of the
Associated Press.”

Feb. 2nd. Mr. John Y. Payzant on “James William John-
ston, First Premier of Nova Scotia under responsible Govern-
ment.”’

Marsh 1st. Dr. Allison: ‘‘The Military Associations of Sir
John Coape Sherbrooke.”



THE PRESIDENT’'S ADDRESS. 3

April 12th. Mr. Donald A. King on ‘‘The Postage Stamps
of Nova Scotia.”

We have now some ten or twelve papers ready for reading,
by as many writers, and it may soon become a question, as to
whether we should not hold our meetings more frequently.

Union of all Societies.

There is a movement on foot, initiated by our Council, for
union of all our Canadian Historical Societies, in a federation
for mutual co-operation. The Hon. Martin Burrell has sup-
plied me with a list from the Archives Department of some 31
societies in Canada, of which there are 3 in the Province of Que-
bec and 21 in the Province of Ontario.

It is hoped that a volume of transactions will be issued:
shortly.

The Society introduced a most distinguished and represen-
tative deputation to the Premier and members of the Govern-
ment, urging the erection of a suitable monument on the Prov-
ince Square to commemorate the great name and services of
the late Jas. Wm. Johnston, which met with a most sympathetic
reception. It is confidently hoped that steps will be taken to
erect the monument in the near future.

I wish to place on record my warm appreciation of the work
of the Council of the Society, and of the faithful services of all
the officers.

The Society is greatly indebted to Premier Murray for his
warm and sustained interest in our work, and for the kind as-
sistance he has secured from the Government, which I have
promise for the future will be greater then even in the past, and
more worthy of the large interests with which we are concerned.
We are sincerely grateful to the Hon. M. H. Goudge, President
of the Council, for the use of the Council Chamber, so admirab-
ly adapted for our meetings. I wish to thank all who have

. contributed to the success of the year’s work.
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e =)
OBITUARY.

The Society has lost through death some of it's most use-
ful members, notably five men of outstanding character,
whom it will be difficult indeed to replace, and whose interest
in our work was well worthy of commendation.

DUNCAN CAMERON FRASER.

Lieut.-Governor Fraser, was long an outstanding figure
in the political life of the Dominion. He possessed great
oratorical powers, and many gifts which fitted him for public
life. He was a public spirited citizen who loved and served
his country well.

MATTHEW HENRY RICHEY.

The Hon. Matthew H. Richey, president of the Society
from 1893 to 1895, exercising during his long life an influence
which made for good. He was proud of his native province
and took an abiding interest in its eventful history. His
position as Lieut.-Governor of Nova Scotia was wisely used
in the public interest.

FOSTER HUTCHINSON ALMON.

Canon Almon possessed great intellectual gifts, and was
a man who was widely read in many different branches of
literature. He took a keen interest in the history of the
Acadian Land, and was always able to contribute to our
meetings some useful piece of information, or to throw light
upon some difficult subject.
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WILLIAM ROSS.

The Hon. Senator Ross was a parliamentarian of long and
varied experience. He served Nova Scotia and the Dominion
with conspicuous fidelity. There were few members of the
Society more interested in Provincial history, and fewer
still who possessed such a large fund of information. He was a
most useful member, and a constant attendant at our meet-
ings.

GEORGE JOHNSON.

We have sustained a severe loss by the death of Mr.
George Johnson, late Dominion Statistician, a writer of great
ability, and a devoted student of our history.
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EDWARD CORNWALLIS,

Founder of Halifax.
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MEMOIR
LIEUT.-GOVERNOR MICHAEL FRANCKLIN,

1752-1782.
By JAMES S. MACDONALD.

(Read before the Nova Scotia Historical Society, at the Council
Chamber, Province Building, Halifax, Jan. 23, 1906.)

Towards the close of the year 1752, the ship Norfolk from
London, arrived at Halifax, with Military and Naval stores,
and a limited number of passengers, who attracted by the glow-
ing reports sent to England, regarding the success of the new
settlement, had determined to try their fortunes in this Western
field, which had perhaps unknown to those adventurers proved
fatal to many of their predecessors.

The few passengers in the Norfolk, were a superior class of
emigrant, having possession of moderate means, to push their
fortunes in this land of promise. Among them was a fine
bright Devonshire man, named Michael Francklin, well edu-
cated and with good business ideas and training,. high hopes,
good courage, and endowed with many elements such as a good
presence and dignified manner, requisite to succeed in this
Britain’s latest colony, in which he was destined to achieve
honourable distinction.

Francklin, previous to this venture, had been with relatives
in business in London, and had been twice across the Atlantic,
to the then most prosperous island of the West Indies, Jamaica,
in which many London merchants had immense interests. But
finding promotion slow, he seized the opportunity of the found-
ing of a new colony, to try his fortunes, in a less trodden field
for adventure and possible profit. He was in good health, a
man of noble and commanding presence, possessing a good tem-
per and a most resourceful character, and had in his pocket
£3500 sterling to help him commence the battle, as soon as he
could decide upon a'line of profitable work and occupation.



8 NOVA SCOTIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

On landing on the beach, near the present Market Wharf,
he noticed the ferry boat which then plied between Halifax and
Dartmouth, approaching the steps, which led to the steep bank
at the foot of George Street, and entering into conversation with
the Captain upon the state of business and prospects of Hal-
ifax, asked Connors abruptly, what he would do, if in his place,
in a strange land with only a limited amount of money. ‘‘Why,
replied Captain Connors, ‘‘I would open a-rum shop and sell
Jamaica, none other but the best. If you are a good man and
sell only good rum, there is more money in it, than in anything
else, and I can put you on the track, to open at once, as a friend
of mine only left town yesterday for Boston, and I have his place
to rent, and it happens to be in the very centre of business.”

Before twenty-four hours had passed, Francklin found him-
self located in a sort of long shed on George Street, just above
where the Royal Bank now stands, with two counters, one
hundred tumblers, and three puncheons Jamaica rum, and
with a license to sell all the rum he could, for the space of one
year from date. We must remember, that selling rum at that
early day was quite a legitimate business. It was a factor of
ordinary existence, a necessity of life, nearly everyone in-
dulged, and to be an absolute abstainer, was to court rheuma-
tism, the curse of the new settlement.

As usual with parties commencing business, Franklin had
the fact made known by the Public Crier, a town official,
who by Bell and Voice, proclaimed the fact at the Parade,
the Barracks, the different gates of the town, and on the
principal thoroughfares.  Francklin's announcement was
a novel and attractive one. ‘‘That he would serve free
rum to all who would honour him with a call at his place
of business anytime before breakfast,—8 o’clock in the morn-
ing—any day of the week but Sunday, for one month from
date.”” Asa forgone conclusion, the great public called. They
called to welcome such a citizen, such a generous whole souled
new comer to the town. Francklin with an assistant ‘wel-
comed the great company. His rum was pronounced good.
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After two or three calls, his patrons who had honoured him by
calling so early in the morning for his free liquor, were in honour
bound—for there was a code of liquor honours to be observed
by all—to drink later in the day, at their own expense. His
patrons called frequently. His business increased. He de-
cided that it paid to advertise. So much so, that he in 1753
opened another shop opposite the Dock Yard Gate—again an-
nouncing free rum for early customers for the first month—
and during the year, started three Trucks for public service,
and for the increasing needs of conveyance of his two shops.

He further strengthened his business by taking a part-
ner with some means, Mr. Thomas Gray, a promising young
man, son of Capt. Gray, former secretary to Cornwallis and after
whom the lane leading from Lockman to Upper Water Street
was named. The new firm so well reinforced, came rapidly to
the front in public favour, the business became general and
wholesale. It was now bread-stuffs and fine wines and Ja-
maica Rum. As time rolled on Francklin was successfully
making his way with the general public. Rev. Mr. Breynton,
Rector of St. Paul's and Bulkeley, the Secretary of the Pro-
vince, soon recognized the genial dignified young Englishman,
who had so readily come into favour, and loaned their influence
to the coming man of affairs. Francklin appreciated their
friendship, and patronage, and his good sense enabled him to
avoid all unnecessary means of display or extravgance at a
time when our little town was becoming notorious for its ex-
cesses.

I have already noticed the fact that Francklin was a
well educated man and a good French scholar. From the day
he landed in Halifax he took a deep interest in the affairs of
the Indians and the Acadians, and used his best efforts to in-
gratiate himself with the two races, many of whom were giv-
ing the town much trouble and anxiety. In time they respond-
ed to his kindness, and Francklin was looked upon by them with
a cordiality which was known to all.
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In 1754, Francklin, accompanied by two Indians who had
been noted for their friendliness to him, obtained leave to go
outside the pickets for a day’s shooting, this was not an un-
usual request as Francklin was considered the Indian’s friend,
and had often indulged in shooting with the Micmacs between
Halifax and Grand Lake. His command of Fire-water and
the French Language were recommendations to their favor
which almost guaranteed his safety, but this pleasant state of
affairs had an interruption, when about returning to Halifax
at the close of the day, he was seized with his two companions
by a band of strange indians (Milicite) and at once in spite of the
remonstrance of his guides, walked off to Beausejour, and in the
course of the next week to Gaspe. By the particular favor
of the Micmac indians he was lodged with, he was enabled to
stay with them, and saved the fatigue of the long journey to
Quebec, where it was first designed to send him. The Indians
soon became cognizant of his past friendliness, and in a short
time he was put in communication with his friends in Halifax.
Francklin with his love of life and adventure, decided to make
no undue efforts for release, funds were forwarded to him by
his friends in Halifax by the Indians, and in the three months
he spent with his Indian friends in the forest at Gaspe, he
made use of the time and chance afiorded to learn to converse
in Mic-Mac. In October he was released and conveyed to
Halifax without any display of bad feeling. It was rather a
regret to him, to leave the forest and the friends he had made
during his absence from Halifax. It was a summer adventure,
unaccompanied with hardship and to a man free from family
anxieties, it must have been an outing to be remembered with
pleasure. Francklin arranged matters that little or no notice
was taken of the event of his seizure and detention and the
only mention he made of it in his after career, was to acquaint
the Government in Despatch 4, May, 1776, of his knowledge of
Mic-Mac and his fitness for transacting business with the
Indians, from the fact of his having lived a captive with them
when a younger man.



»

GOVERNOR CHARLES LAWRENCE,
[ Copy from portrait in possession of Robert Martin, 1861, Sydney, C. B.
The portrait had been in possession of Henry Crawley’s family for

over a century.]
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Francklin progressed steadily in public favor, and his busi-
ness soon became of great magnitude. He gradually abandoned
his Rum business, went extensively into Bread Stuffs and fine
wines, began exporting Dry Fish to the Mediterranean, and it
it is said made a fortune in his trade with Naples, then a great
distributing fish trade centre of the Mediterranean. In the
Autumn of 1755 he made a visit to England on business, re-
turning about the close of the year. By his advice several
first class men came out in 1756, and entered into business
and all succeeded in doing well, during the next ten years.
Thos. Blundell, Henry Holman, and Lawrence Thomas all
well known merchants of Halifax, were the leading men who
profited by Francklin’s advice.

At this date, 1756, the Indians became very troublesome.
Their friends the Acadians had been expelled from the colony,
and the determination shown by Gov. Lawrence in this action
to secure peace to the Province roused the Indians to
madness. The French Government offered bounties for
English scalps, and Lawrence and the council at Halifax
retaliated after the Massacre of the Payzant family at Mahone
Bay by issuing on 14th May, 1756, the following proclamation:

CHARLES LAWRENCE ESQ.,

Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s
Province of Nova Scotia, or Acadie.

‘A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas notwithstanding the gracious Offers of Friendship and
protection made by us, in his Majesty’s Name, to the
Indians inhabiting this Province, and the Treaty of
Peace concluded with a Tribe of the Micmacks, bear-
ing Date the 22nd November, 1752, the Indians have
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of Late, in the most treacherous and cruel Manner,
killed and carried away divers of his Majesty’s Sub-
jects in different Parts of the Province.

For these Causes We (by and with the Advice and Consent of
His Majesty’s Council) do hereby authorize and command all
Officers, civil and military, and all His Majesty’s Subjects, to
annoy, distress, take and destroy the Indians inhabiting dif-
ferent parts of this Province, wherever they are found; and
all such as may be aiding or assisting them, notwithstanding
the Proclamation of the 4th of November, 1752, or any former
Proclamation to the contrary.

And we do hereby promise (by and with the Advice and Con-
sent of His Majesty’s Council) a Reward of Thrity Pounds for
every male Indian Prisoner, above the Age of Sixteen Years,
brought in alive; for a Scalp of such Male Indian Twenty-Five
Pounds and for every Indian Woman or Child brought in alive;
Such Rewards to be paid by the Officer commanding at any
of His Majesty’s Forts in this Province. immediately on re-
ceiving the Prisoners or Scalps above mentioned, according to
the Intent and Meaning of this Proclamation.

Given at Halifax, this 14th Day of May, 1756, in the 19th
Year of His Majesty’s Reign.

By His Excellency’s Command,
Chas. Lawrence.
Wm. Cotterell, Secr.

GOD SAVE THE KING.

Halifax: Printed by J. Bushell, Printer to the Govern-
ment 1756.

This paper was about 13 inches long by five inches wide.

In following Francklin’s career, I have no need of dilating
on this proclamation. It speaks of a time of great provocation
and bloodshed when so severe a remedy had to be adopted.
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In 1757, 1758, Francklin succeeded in obtaining several
most profitable contracts for supplying the Army and Navy
at Halifax. In July, 1757, Admiral Holborne arrived in
our harbour and landed over 6000 troops which with 6000
under Lord Loudon already landed made with the crews of
the Men of War and Transports a force of ever 15,000 men to
feed. Francklin acquitted himself well in his share in the great
emergency, and in the following year, 1758, there assembled
at Halifax, the great fleet and forces for the seige of Louisburg
under Wolfe, Amherst and Boscawen,—23 Ships of the Line,
18 Frigates and 116 transports, in all 157 vessels with over
12,000 troops. Imagine the gigantic task of feeding this vast
assemblage, The Province was sacked for provisions, prices
were of the famine order. Francklin supplied an enormous
amount of provisions, and in the examination of his accounts,
he was commended by Governor Lawrence for his honesty
and fair dealings in the great supplies he had made to the
Forces. In 1759 Francklin supplied the Fleet with all kinds
of provisions, previous to its sailing for the Capture of Quebec.
From these immense transactions flowed great compensation,
so much so that at the close of 1759, it was currently believed
in Halifax, that Francklin had cleared in profits during the
war period, or part of four years, over £50,000 Stg. This
great inflow of wealth, did not appear to injure him. Well
balanced, he could not be spoiled by success, and so popular
had he become in Halifax with all classes, that he was un-
animously elected to a vacancy in the New House of Assembly
as member for Halifax in 1759.

At this time there was an agitation for the incorporation
of the town, but it met with determined opposition from the
Governor and Council, and particularly from Mr. Bulkeley,
Secretary of the Province, who had the imperial idea of Halifax
remaining a Fortress; the idea of making it a trade centre,
was never entertained by the Home Government. In con-
sequence it fell through. Francklin advocated the measure,
but had to abandon it, rather than antagonize the authoritie.s
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In 1760, Francklin lost a good friend by the sudden and un-
timely death of Governor Lawrence. Francklin was friendly
with many of the Indians and Acadians and had by his know-
ledge of French and Micmac a great influence with them, which
joined to his kindly and fatherly manner had made him a
favorite with the two races, and a great aid to Lawrence in
interviews with them. He ever endeavoured to advise pa-
tience on the part of the Authorities, and submission on the
part of the Indians and the Acadians who were returning in
large numbers, but it was only partially successful. Years
after he greatly befriended them but to 1760 he could effect
nothing. He held Lawrence in great esteem, knowing well the
great difficulties of his position as Governor, and the vac-
cilating character of the Acadians which had culminated in
1755 in their removal from the Province.

In 1760 Francklin built a dwelling house on Buckingham
Street, just above the present Army and Navy Depot. It
was not a very grand house, but was a well arranged mansion
for the time. It had two good reception rooms, decorated with
great taste in colors by artists from New York. Sixty years
ago I was in the room, before it was torn down and found it
still retaining, even in decay its attractive appearance.

On the 21st of January, 1762, Francklin was married in
Boston'to Susannah, a daughter of Joseph Bouteneau, a lead-
ing citizen, connected closely by marriage with Peter Fanueil
of Fanueil Hall fame, and other influential families of Boston,
the majority of whom being strong loyalists, removed to Hali-
fax, soon after the breaking out of the Revolution. Francklin
and his bride returned to Halifax in November, and welcomed
their friends in their new home.

Francklin’s continued popularity in Halifax was shown by
his unanimous re-election as Member for the New House of

Assembly. As an influential and wealthy contractor he con-
tinued having the arrangement for large supplies for the Army
and Navy. In this year by Bulkeley's influence he was further



GENERAL JAMES WOLFE, 1758.
[Published with a print of Louisbourg atter the capture in 1758].
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honoured, by being made Justice of the Peace for the County
of Halifax—no small appointment at that time.

At this date Halifax overflowed with all kinds of adven-
turers, and riot, dissipation, and excess generally, was the rule,
not the exception. The presence of so many young men, a large
number of whom, were possessed of ample means and freely
spent them, together with the distribution of prize money,
paid in specie by the Commissariat, all aided to promote a
lavish expenditure. The town was often thronged with of-
ficers of the Army and Navy. The Citizens treated them with
great hospitality, and they in turn marked their keen apprecia-
tion of this attention, by entertaining them again with the most
sumptuous dinners and expensive suppers. The Great Pontac,
the famous Hotel of Halifax reaped a great harvest, all through
the war years, there was no busier scene than the neighbour-
hood of this famous Hotel. It was a large building of three
stories in height with three verandas, at the foot of Duke
Street, kept first by a Jersey man named DeCarteret, and sub-
sequently by a noted host named John Willis, grandfather of
John Willis of the National School. Here was held on a grand
scale the Assemblies, Dinners, and all kinds of public entertain-
ments. Day and night for years during the wars, this noted
place was scarcely ever closed, and the proprietor reaped an
immense harvest. A small dinner given by Wolfe to his
friends just before he left Halifax for the capture of Louis-
burg will illustrate the cost of such entertainments at the

Great Pontac.

47 Plates at 20/ | £47 o o
70 Bottles Madeira . ...
50 Bottles Claret.
120 Bottles at 5/ £30 o0 o
25 Bottles Brandy 7/6. ........ gl e

£86 7 6



16 NOVA SCOTIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

10 pcs. Music 10/ . . . . £5 o0
Supplies for Musicians. . . 20 ES Y O
15 Special attendents4 /.. 3 o o
Table Master and his supper.. 1 10 6
£98 12 6

To Genl. Wolfe
Halifax,
24th May, 1758.
John Willis,
Great Pontac.

There were other Hotels such as The Crown Coffee house,
the Jerusalem Coffee house, and a number of others, three
or more Assembly rooms for Balls and Suppers and number-
less shops filled with all descriptions of jewelry and nick-nacks,
expensive wines, the latest luxuries from Paris and New York,
and to show how easy the people took matters, for many years,
no less than twenty-four public holidays were the order of the
day, during which all the public offices were closed.

To speak of the numbers of the population of our town at
this time or indeed at any time between 1749 and 1800 would
be an impossibility, it fluctuated in a most extraordinary
manner, varying from 4,000 to 20,000. At one time owing to
the great influx of Military and Naval forces, the town would
suddenly rise to energy and prosperity, then when peace came,
the population would disappear, and the enterprise and seem-
ing prosperity would fade away. There is nothing more re-
markable in the history of Halifax, during the first half-cen-
tury of its existence than the fluctuation of its population, and
in Francklin’s time it was very marked indeed.

At this date, Francklin greatly assisted Bulkeley, the Secre-
tary of the Province, in the organization of the Militia, a most
important matter for the Province. With the friendly manner
of Francklin, his energy and his growing influence, the Halifax
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corps became noted for its discipline and appearance.  Franck-
lin wasappointed Major and by private means, and public ex-
ample, the City companies compared well in appearance and
efficiency with the regular forces, with whom they were often
brigaded on the Parade and on Camp Hill drill ground.

In 1762, Francklin was called to take a seat at the Council
board—the old Council of twelve which dominated matters
in Nova Scotia until 1838. His popularity was acknowledged
by all. Seldom had a man in Halifax attained such a continued
and growing esteem of the fickle public, but his genial bear-
ing, his undoubted honesty and anxiety for the general good
contributed much to give him a position in the estimation of
all whom he came in contact with, which was the mainspring
of his success. This year was one of intense excitement to
the people of Halifax, the invasion of Newfoundland by the
French andsurrender of St, Johncreated a terror amongour peo-
ple. In consequence of the alarm a council of war assembled at
Government House, 1oth July, 1762, at this were present,
Lord Colville, Col. Winslow, Col. Rich. Bulkeley, Gov. Bel-
cher, Genl. Bastide, Michel Francklin and Col. Foster. They re-
solved to make the island of Thrum Cap a place of signals,
to arm the Provincial Regiment, to bring 200 Militia from
Lunenburg, to arm the Halifax Militia, and to place the present
batteries in order, and to construct a battery of 10 gunsat Pt.
Pleasant,and to order all the County Militia to Halifax. Martial
law was proclaimed, and an embargo placed on all shipping.

QOn the 15th July, a boom of timber and iron chains 120
fathoms long was placed across the North West Arm, to pre-
vent an attack in that direction, and two sloops to protect
the boom were well armed and manned and stationed behind it.
Other preparations for defence were made, in which Francklin
took a leading part. Over 1500 regulars besides 2000 Militia,
and the different batteries, made up a good defence against any
French who might make a demonstration against Halifax.
The excitement was intense during July and August but Lord

Colville’s squadron, and troops under Amherst in time, and after
2
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great trouble arrived at St. John, and after skirmishing for
a few days, and bombarding the town, captured the place.
The French squadron escaped, and the French garrison cap-
itulated on 18th Sept. The garrison, 700, became prisoners of
war—and were sent to Halifax by the fleet. So ended the scare
to Halifax, but while it lasted, it made matters lively indeed.

During the Summer of 1762 the English expedition under
Lord Albemarle laid seige to Havana which surrendered on
13th August. The English Fleet numbered 37 Men of War
and 150 transports. with 10,000 troops. The plunder was
estimated at nearly three million pounds sterling. About
half the fleet came up to Halifax to refit in order to
proceed to England. They were slow in doing this, and most
of the Men of War were moored in Halifax Harbour all winter.
The dissipation of our old town during the time these forces
were here was something beyond belief. The prize money
distributed among so many soldiers and sailors was over 400,000
Pounds Stg. which they almost threw away, the birdsof prey
drawn here from all quarters by the hope of plunder, made
Halifax more like a pirate’s rendezvous than a modest British
settlement.

The prize Money and wages of this great fleet was paid in
Spanish gold and silver, part of the booty captured at Havana.
At this date, British Silver was not in circulation in Halifax
or in any of the American Colonies, its export from England
was prohibited, and so the British Government found it more
convenient to pay the troops stationed here in Spanish silver
than to import British Gold or Notes. A British Guinea was
worth 23/ 4 Halifax currency, the French Guinea was worth
23/ Spanish Dollars were worth 5/ 23 and the merchants had
a table of values for Spanish coins, which were fixed from time
to time by the Commissariat officials at the office of the Im-
perial Chest Halifax. The assortment of odd coins coming to
Halifax from the West Indies and South America at this time
was beyound belief. The Spaniards would bring from the
Mediterranean and the Levant to their colonies, coins that
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had been in circulation for centuries. They would be caried
to Halifax in payment for fish and supplies, and the Military
and naval authorities would in exchange for Bills drawn on
the Treasury London, take tons of this old silver for payment
of the Army and Navy, at certain rates, advertised, and which
the merchants and rumsellers would have to note carefully. A
Merchant's till at the close of a busy day, or a large collection-
at St. Paul’s would make the fortune of a collecter in the
numismatic line to-day, as the variety of coins of all ages and
countries was astonuding.

This period of excess continued until the following year
1763 when the Treaty of Paris, closed the war for a brief period
to give the combatants a brief breathing spell to accumulate
strength for further conflicts.

In 1763, Francklin reported from Hon. Joshua Mauger,
Agent of the Province in London, that the last proclamation of
Governor Belcher had produced a bad effect in England.
It referred to protection of creditors coming to the Province.
Governor Belcher charged this report with untruth, which led
to great trouble. Francklin complained in a memorial to the
government, which resulted in —Francklin’s justification and
an ample apology from Belcher, but it resulted furtherin Bel-
cher’s losing his position, as Col. Montague Wilmot was ap-
pointed Governor before the close of the year.

Governor Wilmot created considerable amusement for the
people of Halifax. He had an idea he was an orator, and some
of his speaches were models of clap trap and twaddle.
In opening the session of the Legislature, after his arrival at
Halifax, he spoke for an hour on the zeal and fidelity of the
people of Nova Scotia. The actual work of the sessions, was
almost nil, any real legislation was looked after by the Council.
Mahogany chairs were ordered for each member, and a grand
one for the Speaker. Wilmot closed the session with another
long oration in which he says, “I cannot help professing that
the event of your deliberations hath more than answered my
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most sanguine hopes and expectation. Your minds untinc-
tured with,and divested of all private views have to your honour
been directed to the public good, and have sufficiently served
to convince me, in the opinion I ever entertained of you, as a
prudent and truly worthy people. Long may this happy dis-
position remain among you. Long may such virtuous prin-
cipals flourish in this colony, and may I be allowed the happi-
ness with every well wisher, to join in a sincere desire that they
may be permanent to the latest posterity.”” As the prin-
cipal new business outside of the usual routine bills, was the
ordering of Mahogany chairs for the Assembly, we can imagine
the amount of bunkum wasted by Wilmot over so small an
achievement.

At the suggestion of Francklin, Pisiquid was incorporated
into a Township to be called Windsor and to be included in the
County of Halifax. }

Francklin at this date 1764-5, was actively employed in
visiting the different counties and adjusting as far as possible
the many troubles of the returning Acadians,and the Indians
who were always troublesome. They would listen to him,
knowing he was their friend of both races. Francklin was also
engaged in keeping as far as possible, the Province in harmony
with the Mother country. In Bostonand New York the Stamp
Act had been resisted and the people were in open rebellion
and the Governor’s House sacked. Nova Scotia was not so
much excited, but it required a kind and firm hand to keep
the trouble existing in the colonies south of us from over-
spreading our Province. Francklin's talents and personal
worth were recognized at this time by the British Government
as the only man capable of preserving tranquility among the
people in Nova Scotia.

Outside of Halifax, Francklin’s interest in Windsor must
be noted here. The Township of Windsor was about 13 miles
square an area long noted and held in high esteem by the French
for its great fertility, the crops of wheat which they raised
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were so abundant that for many years previous to the expul-
sion a great quantity of wheat was grown, and exported to the
British market. The new Township of Windsor as incorpora-
ted by Francklin, was to have a public market every Tuesday
on the hill, and two public fairs on Fort Hill, one in May and
the other in October, yearly. These fairs became celebrated
for their races. Governors Campbell, Francklin, the Prov.
Secretary Bulkeley, and others, all had fast horses entered in
these races, and much betting was the order of the day. Tra-
dition has it, that Lord Wm. Campbell owned and controlled
the race course, having advanced 1500 Pounds Stg. for laying it
off, and a grant of the land round Fort Hill was made to his
Lordship’s groom, and afterward purchased by the Government
to recoup Campbell before leaving Nova Scotia.

Francklin always held a strong interest in this most beau-
tiful and historic locality. He had a large grant of well sit-
uated forest cleared up, and the new England families who
after the explusion came to settle about Fort Edward as it
was subsequently called, contained many friends of his own and
of Mrs. Francklin’'s. The Francklin farm was a well known
centre for the new township of Windsor. The land upon which
the first Parish Church was built, was part of the farm as the
record reads, ‘‘presented by the Hon. Michael Francklin for the
purpose of erecting thereon a church, or place of worship con-
formable to the established Church of England, and for a
Grave Yard for the use of the Christian People of the said
township of Windsor.”

On this large farm Francklin built a very roomy mansion,
here the family lived and although he had dwellings at Beause-
jour and Halifax, still it was at Windsor the Family dwelt for
many years, and here his wife and the greater number of their
children were buried.

In May Governor Wilmot who had been ill for sometime
died suddenly, and Michael Francklin was appointed Lieu-
tenant Governor of Nova Scotia, and assumed the command of
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the Province on the 9th of September, 1766. Coming to Hali-
fax in 1752, his career was a fortunate one, we may add a
phenomenal one, it was a steady progress upward, so that in
foutreen years, he had risen from the position of an ordinary
emigrant, to the commanding office of Governor of the Colony.
The appointment was hailed with great satisfaction by the
entire population, even by the Indians and Acadians, those
irreconcileables, who had given so much trouble to the au-
thorities. It was celebrated by assembly dinners and suppers.
Addresses of congratulation were presented him on his pro-
motion, and the greatest enthusiasm was manifested at the ap-
pointment of so popular and well tried a favorite, with all classes
and of one who well understood the wants and temper of the
Colonists.

Francklin opened the session of Legislature in a most sen-
sible speech brief and trenchant. He congratulated the mem-
bers on the paternal tenderness of the King and Parliament for
the colonies and acquainted them with the fact that the conduct
of the Government of Nova Scotia has obtained His Majesty’s
highest approbation. At this time Nova Scotia had a Gover-
nor or Commander in Chief, and a Lieut-Governor, the latter
office filled by Francklin.

At the meeting of the Legislature in November, 1766,
the death of Governor Wilmot was announced and Francklin
requested the House to vote the sum of £245, 11 4 for the
funeral expenses as they had done in the instance of
Governor Lawrence, but while the House professed great re-
spect for Wilmot’s memory, they declined the proposal on the
ground of the distress and debts of the Province. Wilmot
from his arrival in Halifax until his death was a martyr to
rheumatism and terribly embarrassed with debts. In May
1766 he applied to the Home Government for leave of absence
of 12 months to enable him to recruit his health in Europe,
but for state reasons at the time, leave was not granted, and he
rapidly grew, worse and expired after great suffering..
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The town at the date was fast becoming an important
centre for trade, and already large fortunes had been made
by a number of the merchants by great ventures abroad.
Among them Francklin, Thomas Saul, Alex. Brymer, John
Butler, Collier, Black, Salter, Gerrish, Newton, Binney and
Michael Wallace and the Lawsons were all rated, as worth
over £50,000 Sterling.

In November Lord William Campbell was sworn into
office at Halifax as Governor-in-chief, and Francklin was
confirmed and proclaimed Lt.-Governor of the Province.
Campbell stayed for a few months and returned on a visit
to England, then came back to Halifax remained a short time,
and departed to Britain. He was all the time he was in office
from 1766-1773 on the wing, toand from Halifax to England.
So that really Francklin had the charge and direction of
affairs, Campbell being a good natured figurehead, but his
confidence in Francklin was unbounded, and he had the hon-

~._esty to so represent it to the British Government.
\

Under Francklin’s wise policy in 1768 a great number of
the Acadians returned to the Province, took the oath of al-
legiance and had lands granted them in various parts of the
Province. The Chief of the Indians throughout the Prov-
ince especially from the St. John River came to Halifax ona
solemn embassy and after a talk with Lt. Governor Francklin
went home again well satisfied with their presents. In 1768
Francklin was appointed Lt. Governor of Prince Edward
Island and John Newton Chief Justice. Instructions were
sent from England to Francklin to survey and grant lands for
settlement to the Island of St. John, now called Prince Edward
Island. This did not interfere in any way with his office of
Lt. Governor of Nova Scotia. The most agreeable feature
in the Annals of Nova Scotia at this time was the loyal and
pacific state of mind of the Acadians and Indians. We may
trace this to the general justice, humanity and kindness
of Lt.-Governor 'Francklin and his Council as it resulted in
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the genuine pacification and submission of these hitherto invet-
crate enemies of Nova Scotia and British rule.

Francklin and Governor Campbell in the year 1766 paid
great attention to improving the town and induced our people
to look after the side walks, and he had Barrington and
Pleasant Street planked, that is the eastern or lower side
from the Parade, to what was then called the Fresh water
bridge, foot of the present Inglis Street. This walk was for
many years known as ‘“The Mall”’, and on fine afternoons,
the fashion was that everybody of any consequence, should
be seen on this popular thoroughfare. Moody and Price
were the fashionable tailors and outfitters of Halifax, and all
the very latest styles from London would be met with on this
popular promenade. The Army and Navy officers and the
officials were supposed at that day (1766) to be well dressed,—
no free and easy dress as to-day. French styles were fash-
ionable for men and women, and out here in this desert of
America, styles were indulged in which would have aston-
ished London. The ladies had the tall headdress of the
period, one of fearful dimensions built up from a sort of wicker
coronet, set on top of the head filled with flowers, ribbons,
feathers, so that it was hard to determine where the head was,
so much so that the managers of the Halifax Theatre on Graf-
ton Street which was greatly patronized, requested that the
lady patrons dress their heads low, for the performance, so
that all present could get a glimpse of the actors on the stage.
The promenade dress would today be considered a terror,
the hoop was then at its most fearful dimensions. A well
dressed man promenading the mall was also a sight, a hat like
a large inverted bell, a coat tight at the hips, expanding to a
a huge size as it extended upward, with shoulders stuffed
out in large bunches, a high cravat rising above the chin,
breeches bagging at the hips, and buttoned to the knees, shoes
with huge buckles, a powdered que of great size, and a cane of
clouded Mahogany with a smallsatchel dangling to thesilver top,
containing a card case and snuff box completed a costume not
at that day considered sensational, but the very latest and most
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elegant and becoming mode. Our Halifax of 1766 had a
number of little varieties particularly in correct dress for the
Mall which we, their common-place successors, would be
rather disposed to deride. The cost of an outfit then was
greatly in excess of that of the present day, and out little town
was considered an expensive place to live in, and to dress in.
and we might add to die in. The amount of entertaining
constantly going on, came hard on the officials whose salaries
were small. This promenade ‘“The Mall”’ with its ever chang-
ing fashions was celebrated all over the American Continent,
even more so than our public gardens of today, even New
York and Boston had nothing at that time in the way of a
public and fashionable promenade to compare with it. It
continued in popularity until 1820, when from the falling
away of the population after the Peace of 1815, the change
in the habits of those who were left in our town, the scarcity
of money, and the neglected state of the platform, which be-
came in places positively dangerous, the Mall became a memory
—one of the departed glories of Halifax.

The Rev. Jacob Bailey who arrived in Halifax in the sum-
mer of 1779, one of the refugees who was kindly taken care of
by Dr. Breynton, the rector of St. Pauls, thus described ‘““The
Mall”,—‘‘It runs straight from the Grand Parade near the
church on the east side of Pleasant Street, to the water and is
a mile in length. This is the most elegant street in Halifax,
and is most frequented in fine weather by ladies and gentle-
men for their promenade.”

After dinner or tea we perceive one gay company, after
another in perpetual succession dressed in their most elegant
apparel, which affords a fine and most expensive appearance.
On this most fashionable walk a splendid view and extensive
prospect, can be had of the harbor and ocean, and we can dis-
cover every sail coming from the westward the moment it shows
itself coming round Chebucto Head.” This seems to convey
an idea of this promenade which is valuable as a picture of
what Mr. Bailey actually saw.
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At this date Francklin was greatly interested in inducing
the New England people to take up lands and settle in our
Province, but the colonists to the south of us, were not con-
vinced about the safety of settling among the Acadians and
Indians who were still threatening.

Francklin made every exertion possible to induce a larger
emigration, and to confirm confidence in the future, would not
grant to the Acadians who were now returning, lands in the
Annapolis Valley, from 'Windsor to Annapolis—lands were
reserved for British settlers. St. Mary’s Bay, Pubnico and
Tusket were granted to the Acadians. In Cape Breton,
St. Peters, L’Ardoise and Cheticamp, they formed large
communities, but he, in face of much opposition reserved
the valley. Francklin judged rightly, that as settlers the
Acadians were not inclined to clear the forests from the up-
lands, they preferred the low lands near the sea. The
great bulk of their crops, was raised on the alluvial portions
which had been cleared for them by nature, and where they
could perhaps build a dyke, so with wise foresight, Francklin
reserved the greater part of the Valley of the Annapolis for
the British settlers,and we, have to thank him for a policy
which was in every way conducive to the future comfort of the
Province. If we have doubts, let us visit the most popular settle-
ments of the Acadians on the South shore of the Province,
and notice the mediaeval content at Clare, Meteghan, Pubnico
and Tusket, and then let us view Digby, Annapolis, Middleton,
Kentville, Wolfville and Windsor with all the restless progress
and the improvements of the 20th Century, and thank heaven we
had sucha man of brains decision and foresight as Francklin, who
so discriminated,in the distribution of these lands,as to save the
Annapolis Valley for men of the British stock for all time.

At this date 1768 Francklin was greatly interested in
stock raising and farming. He had a large estate at Windsor
where he built a fine mansion, and had on his extensive farms
a numerous retinue of assistants and farm hands. He im-
ported several fine horses from England, and became greatly
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concerned in breeding horses for the turf. The Halifax races
were well attended, and helped to amuse and interest the
people for many years, but finally had to be suppressed on
account of the attendent evils of betting and gambling which
resulted. Near Amherst, Francklin had another large estate,
1,000 acres on which he cultivated wheat. He had a mansion
near the old fort Beausejour, The Franklin Manor, and really
took a strong and vital interest in agriculture which was an
example followed by many in the localities where he farmed
and prospered.

In 1771, Lt.-Governor Francklin visited England to ar-
range and explain to the government matters connected with
the settlement of the government of Isle of St. John—now Prince
Edward Island—for which he had been censured for exceeding
his instructions for surveying the island, this he had the good
fortune to satisfactorily settle. He returned to Halifax in
1772, with a gift from the King of £2000. 0. for the repair of
St. Paul’'s Church. In 1772, Francklin visited the greater
portion of the Province. In this visit he called meetings of
the inhabitants, of the different localities, made inquiries into
their wants, and in a most intelligent and kind manner ad-
vised and planned with them for the future welfare of the
sections and localities they occupied.

In 1773, the Right Honourable, Lord William Campbell,
Captain Royal Navy was transferred from the Governor-
ship of Nova Scotia to the command of the Province
of South Carolina and Major Francis Legge was appointed
Governor-in-Chief of Nova Scotia in his stead. Legge was
a cousin of the Earl of Dartmouth. On the 8th of October he
arrived at Halifax and was sworn in as Governor. And now we
come to a time in the fortunes and life of Francklin which exhibit-
ed the man’sreserve force, and his courageous calibre in meeting
unmerited injustice and the rugged experiences of life, instead
of the sunshine and success which had smiled so steadily on
his past successful career. The new Governor Legge had
been for many years a thorn in the side of his noble kinsman
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the Earl of Dartmouth and leading members of the Ministry
of the day. He had quarrelled and fought with friends and foes
in England, and as a last resort was shipped off to Nova Scotia,
to take charge of this new colony, to get rid of his hated presence
at home. It was considered better to give him a position with
£1,000 a year at the public expense, in the wilds of America
rather than have him bothering and squabbling with his
unfortunate friends, who took this chance of getting rid of
him.

Legge took a violent dislike to Francklin from the start
and showed himself insanely jealous, of his popularity with
the Council, and the people of Halifax, and in his first letter
to the authorities in London writes that the disorders in these
colonies have arisen from too much leniency and strongly re-
commends cocercive measures. He suspected all about him
of disloyalty, and in regard to the Acadians believes that they,
notwithstanding their oath of allegiance will incite the Indians
to attack the English settlers, and supply them with ammuni-
tion and provisions. His first speech in public in closing the
Legislature was characteristic of the man. He said, ‘“How
so infant a colony could incur so great a debt as £20,000 and
what advantages were supposed would be the effect of it, I
am not at present informed, though I shall endeavour to
search out and punish the delinquents, etc., etc.”

It was a strange and novel experience for the members
to be addressed in such brutal terms, after the genial and
pleasing records of Governor Campbell and Francklin.

In regard to Cape Breton, he writes the Earl of Dartmouth
that the inhabitants are in general such a lawless rabble, that
it is a_work of great danger to attempt to put the laws in
execution. He asks for additional powers, ‘‘to timely prevent
the glaring and presumptuous attacks on the perogative of
the Crown, as at the time is practiced in all the other colonies
in America.” In September, 1774, he writes of Michael Franck-
lin to the Earl of Dartmouth, that he now stands on the
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registry for over 100,000 acres of land containing valuable
tracts of marsh land. These were lands Francklin was hold-
ing in trust with Mr. Pernette and others for the Indians.
Legge now began his investigations of how the Province had
been governed, since the foundation by Cornwallis. He had no
order for such work, but he threw suspicion on every one who
held office previous to his appointment as Governor, accused
Jonathan Binney and John Newton, members of Council of
retaining monies which had been voted them for fees for public
duties and services rendered, and actually imprisoned Binney
for three months. His crowning absurdity was his attempt
to cast suspicion on the Provincial Secretary Richard Bulkeley
whose long services and high character was ever above re-
proach. The meetings of Council were a continued scene of
stormy invective. Legge was at times a maniac, and the
trouble, was what to do with him, he was the representative
of the King, and tolay hands on him and give him a thrashing
or put him in a straight jacket would be felony. Lt.-Governor
Francklin wrote the Secretary of State informing him of the
Jonathan Binney matter, and the services of Binney in regu-
lating the fishing troubles at Canso, and his quieting the
Acadians, and procuring their oath of allegiance and the amount
in question for which he Binney had been jailed by Legge, had
been voted to him for compensation, for his great services to
the King.

Francklin cogtinues on the injustice of the claim on Binney
and thinks the dignity of Government is lessened by it, and
particularly is this proceeding objectionable at this time,
when a great part of America is in actual rebellion.

Legge writes that five of the Council,in conjunction with
Bulkeley the Secretary form a party to prevent any inquiry
into the past depredations of the public funds, and ‘I pre-
pose that they should be immediately displaced from their
seats at the Council Board.”and so on. The House of Assem-
bly turned all the audited accounts down, and in an address
plainly tell Legge, ‘“Dictatorial powers may be necessary
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to quell insurrections or to rule a disaffected people, but when
no such principles exist, the exertion of such powers will
create them.” The House passed a long address to the King
and both Houses of Parliament. The address was forwarded
to the Lord Chancellor, Bathurst, and presented by him on
the 26th of October, 1775. It was sent independent of Gov-
ernor Legge, who only heard of it, after it was dispatched to
England. It speaks of the troubles with Legge, and asks for
relief from many evils in law and equity, among other mat-
ters, “We humbly pray to be delivered from the oppression
of practitioners in the law, and pray that in all civil actions
their fees charges and prequisites be limited to five per
cent.”” Legge writes Bathurst, ‘I am informed that the House
of Assembly have secretly forwarded an address to His Majesty
the contents of which has not been laid before me. It con-
tains only pretended grievances and suggestions which if
alluded to will produce, the same convulsions in this as in the
other provinces.” To add to the troubles with Legge, a terrible
and fatal outbreak of small pox took place in Halifax in

July, 1775.

At this date Legge proclaimed Martial Law, in Halifax,
and Francklin as Lt.-Governor and Head of the Militia in the
absence of Bulkeley, had to look to the defencesof Halifax, as
the regular troops had been withdrawn for the defence of
Boston. 1000 men were collected for the garrison of Halifax,
and Francklin had his hands full in keeping the people loyal.

On 1st January 1776 Governor Legge enclosed to the
Secretary of State Memorials from the inhabitants of Truro,
Onslow, and Cumberland, against the enforcement of the
Militia law, Legge states that the same spirit exists in
all the settlements outside Halifax, and that it will require
the most diligent attention to prevail upon them, and pre-
vent their joining with the enemy in case of invasion.

Francklin found that his efforts for the defence of the
town, and pacification of the people were met, by the opposi-
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tion of Legge at every turn, and that Legge had branded him
as a rebel to the Government in England. He therefore in
self defence sent the following letter to the Secretary of State
“The Earl of Dartmouth, 2 January, 1776."”

After mentioning his having held the office of Lieut.-
Governor for near ten years, having frequently presided, and
held sessions of the Assembly, (the last in 1772) and having
met the approbation of his king and his ministers. ‘‘This
being the case, your lordship will no doubt be of opinion, I had
a right to expect from Governor Legge, who now presides,
that attention and confidence, which the rank I hold under
the king, and my experience and knowledge of the province
and of the people entitled me to, but, on the contrary, I have
met with every slight and neglect, and at times it has been
accompanied with rudeness; but all this I have silently and
patiently hitherto put up with, and have resided in the country,
that I might avoid giving offence, by opposing measures I
could not prevent, and which my duty to the king forbad me
to approve.”

“It is with the utmost reluctance I am now obliged to
inform your lordship, there is great reason to believe, and
it is confidently asserted, the governor has made representa-
tions to the officers of government, that few or none of
the inhabitants of this province in general, not even the offi-
cers of this government, but what are disaffected, and are
inclinable to give countenance and assistance to the rebels
now in arms against the Crown. If it be true that Governor
Legge has made such representations, I do avow and assert
that such representations are totally untrue, and without
foundation, which can be made appear by a thousand instances.
It is very true Governor Legge’s conduct has been too op-
pressive, vindictive and ungracious to the people of the first
property and influence, and in general to all ranks and de-
grees of people,—that he has lost the confidence and affection
of the King's best subjects; and I am fully persuaded the
number of disaffected in the province have been greatly aug-
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mented by his arbitrary and impolitic conduct. I came to
town to pay my respects to Commodore Arbuthnot and Gen-
eral Massey, and to report the offer of my services at this
alarming crisis, when we were threatened with an invasion,
which will probably be attempted in the spring but as I have
no post in the military establishments of the colony, or the
influence and weight of a peasant with the governor, 1 am de-
prived of the power of rendering any considerable service to
the King. I thought it my duty to lay so much before your
lordship, in vindication of myself and others.”

On the 7th January, the Canadian sailed from Halifax to
England. Messrs. Binney, Tonge and several others, went
passengers in her, and doubtless the representation against
Mr. Legge were in Mr. Binney's charge, as he had been the
most persecuted individual.

The intrigues and letters to the Earl of Dartmouth by
Legge, in regard to Lieut.-Governor Francklin had their
effect.” He was superseded, and a nominee of Legge’s, Com.
Mariot Arbuthnot, R. N., was appointed Lieut.-Governor,
but the ministry at last waking up to the fact that the Province
was being driven into-revolt, ordered Legge to England to
answer charges brought against hlm, of oppression by the
people of Halifax.

On the 12th of May, I7A76 Legge sailed for England never
to return, and Arbuthnot.the new Lieut,-Governor assumed
his duties with Francklin as President of Council. Why Brit-
ain lost her splendid possessions to the south of us in 1776 can
be easily explained in the light of the brutal arrogance of the
incompetent tyrant Legge, during his term of office in
Nova Scotia, An incident in regard to his departure
from Halifax, may be here mentioned as showing the irrita-
tion of the people at the time. Legge left the beach, near
the present market wharf, in a launch which conveyed him
to the Man of War waiting in the stream to carry him to
England, on the Market Wharf and Beach were hundreds
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of the people of the town watching the welcome event of his
departure, many of them no doubt were friends of Franck-
lin. As the boat left the beach storms of hisses and yells
burst our from the assemblage. It so infuriated Legge, that
he stood up in the boat,and cirsed them most heartily, and
the last seen of him, he was standing on the deck of the Frigate
shaking his fists at the amused and delighted Haligonians.

From this time, Halifax, freed from the unpleasant presence
of Legge, had a fair measure of peace. But Legge had his
innings, although away from Halifax, he had sufficient
interest with the Government to retain his office until 1782,
with salary of £1000 Sterling.

It was a travesty on Government, but such was family
influence in that age, that any kind of treatment, just or un-
just, was good enough for a colony..

Francklin writing on the 4th of May, to the Secretary of
State Powell, in reference to his being superseded in the office
of Lt. Governor which he had held for ten years previous, and
to his services to government for the last sixteen years, speaks
of his numerous family. He writes, “I have felt as a tender
father, and as a good subject ought to feel, who receives dis-
grace instead of reward for his services. As I look upon Mr.
Legge’s situation as a very unhappy one, I shall only say, that
it is to be hoped, for the interest of the crown and for the
credit of his noble relative (the Earl of Dartmouth) that he
may not be permitted to preside over this colony, for his capac-
ity, temper and disposition render him unfit for a governor;
and as I wish at all times to avoid placing an additional weight
on any gentlemen already greatly loaded, it was with very
great reluctance, and in obedience only to the lords of trades’
commands, that I complied yesterday with the summons of
the complainants against governor Legge, to answer, on oath,
nine interrogatories, which I did as mildly as I could do con-
sistent with truth. ‘(Promises his assistance to Lieut.-Gover-
not Arbuthnot and General Massey, with whom he is on the

3
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very best terms.”) ‘Some time before General Howe arrived
from Boston, and finding the militia were disgusted with a late
act of assembly, and that the governor wasnot likely to raise
men for his regiment, and General Massey, pressing me to use
my influence to embody men, I proposed to Mr. Legge to enroll
a battalion of volunteer militia, to be ready to act under my
command, separate or in conjunction with H. M. troops, in
case of need. The governor approved, and sent me a commis-
sion, and between the 1st and 3oth March, 384 able-bodied men
were actually enrolled in the townships of Windsor, Falmouth,
Horton, Cornwallis and Newport.” I Believe they now
amount to 450, being more than nine-tenthsof all the able-bodied
men in these townships. I doubt not, of similar success in
Cobequid and Cumberland,:‘‘although some few people in the
latter have exhibited marks of disaffection.” ‘I suppose 800
or 9oo men would by this time have been embodied, but that
I stopped my hand, the commissions for the officers not having
as yet reached me.” It is scarcely necessary for ‘‘me to tell
you, that perhaps no other person but myself, could have
effected this salutary measure, for want of that confidence in
the people to government, which it is the duty of the king’s
servants to preserve.”” (Acknowledges his obligation for the
promise of a compensation.) Asks for ‘‘a permanent salary
and emoluments equal to £500 per annum, and that to be
given in theé. following manner: £300 as Lieut-Governor,
and £200 as superintendent of Indian affairs;’ that he
should reside in the County of Cumberland, and that until Mr.
Arbuthnot is removed or advanced, he should receive pay as
colonel of the volunteer regiment of militia from 28th Feb-
ruary last, the date of his commission, until reinstated as Lieut.-
Governor. He had been ordered by Governor Legge and the
Council to proceéd to Cumberland, and a captain, three sub-
alterns, and 50 men of the King’s troops, were actually embark-
ed to attend him, when the first division of general Howe's
troops arrived at Halifax. He then goeson to write of the work
in Cumberland, and says, “My influence in the County of
Cumberland is very considerable, from the number of my own
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tenants, and a still greater number of inhabitants from the
North of England, who were introduced into the colony through
my means, and great part of the other settlers are under ob-
ligations to me for the very lands they occupy; and my having
been a prisoner in the hands of the Indians in my younger days,
and speaking French, has always given me a very consider-
able influence among the savages, and it is to be lamented that
they have been too much neglected, ever since Mr. Legge's
administration, to the great concern of the King’s servants
here, and the frequent uneasiness of the people.

In 1777, Francklin was appointed Superintendent of
Indian affairs in the Province by the British Government, re-
taining his seat in the Council. Early this year he had a letter
from the Secretary of State, explaining Legge’s charges against
him and the reasons of state that while such charges were
pending it was thought advisable to supersede him,
by Mr. Arbuthnot. Francklin replies that having always
done his duty, he felt more sensibly his loss of position as Lieut.-
Governor. He cites his services to the King, and says I was
suspended when no fault was found with my conduct, and at
the very time I was employed in taking every possible measure
for the preservation of the colony, and the means that I have
taken, has resulted in keeping the interior of the province
tranquil. It may also be expedient I should represent to your
Lordship, that the very active part I have taken from the be-
ginning of the American troubles, has so far raised the resent-
ment of the enemy, that they have come to a full determination
to remove me out of their way either by a seizure of my person
or by assassination. They have also disarmed and plundered
my tenants, and ravaged my estates on which I depend for
the subsistance of my numerous family and household, from all
which your Lordship will perceive I am in a most uncomfort-
able situation, like a sentinel between two armies, being
marked out by the rebels for destruction, and degraded by my
sovereign and for no reason unless it be one to have faithfully
done my duty to his Majesty and my country.
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In 1778, Francklin worked vigorously to keep the Indians
loyal and had really hard work to prevent them from attach-
ing themselves to the enemy. Washington had employed
emissaries distributing Wampum belts accompanied with most
liberal promises of presents and of French assistance. 200
Canoes filled with Indians came down from Mirramichi and
Gaspe, and massed themselves on the St. John River. After
great exertions by Francklin and by General Massey (after
whom Fort Massey, Halifax, was named) a treaty of peace
was made at.St. John River, with 700 Micmacs and Malecites.
The costs of presents to them was £537 2 9 and £40. 0. o.
for the expense of table while the treaty was in progress.
The chiefs and people when all was ready, took the oaths of
allegiance to his Majesty in a solemn manner kneeling down
and taking the prescribed oaths. Francklin’s acquaintance
with their language and habits, assisted greatly in confirming
their minds in their peaceful intent to Britain. Governor
Hughes in writing the Secretary of State in regard to this treaty
and speaks of the tact, talents zeal and diligence of Hon. Mr.
Francklin in whose wise conduct we owe the success of the
Treaty, for the savages had actually sent in a formal de-
claration of war and returned the British Flag to Fort Howe,
before Franklin interviewed them, but he succeeded and
the chief returned the presents which they had received
from General Geo. Washington and also agreed to send the
600 fighting men they had promised the latter, to fight for
the JBritish if required to do so. Francklin's success in this
Treaty opened the eyes of Britain to his value.

Although during these later years, Francklin had proved
his value to the Province, in keeping the Indians quiet and
friendly, still the malign influence of Legge with the authori-
ties in England prevented him from being reinstated in his
former position of Lieut.-Governor of the Province. Legge who
left Halifax in 1776, continued to hold the Commission of
Captain General and Governor-in-Chief of Nova Scotia, the
actual government being carried on in succession by three
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Lieut.-Governors who were officers of the Navy and Gover-
nors of the Dock Yard, Commodore Arbuthnot, Sir Richard
Hughes, and lastly Sir Andrew Snape Hammond. During
these six years Legge through the influence of the Earl of
Dartmouth, received the pay of £1000 per annum, as Governor
of a Province from which his unjustifiable conduct had com-
pelled the ministry to recall him. It was a case of Russian
Justice and Francklin was the victim.

In August, 1781, Francklin visited England for the last
time, in the vain hope that justice would be accorded him
by the Government, but found that the Dartmouth clique
and the Legge influence with the ministry were still powerful,
and that his chances for reinstatement in the office of Lieut.-
Governor were nil, and he returned to Nova Scotia, disap-
pointed. As Superintendent of the Indians he received £500
Sterling a year. His expenditure in presents, and constant
distribution of food, etc., amounted to much more than the
salary, but he wasrich, and had a splendid income from former
business adventures, and although he maintained house-
holds at Windsor, Amherst and Halifax, his ample means
enabled him to do so, without embarrasment or trouble. He
was looked upon by the people of this Province as an ever
personal, powerful friend and he retained the respect of all
until the last. His brilliant abilities would have gained dis-
tinction, on a far more extended field, but he could adapt
himself to his situation and proved it by his success in the
varied situations he filled so well in Nova Scotia: By the
Indian tribes he was looked upon as a sort of demi-god. That
a man of such majestic presence and power should speak to
them in their own language, such kind words, as he did, gave
him a prestige with them all, which we to-day have no way to
comprehend or to reason on. No Highland Chief had ever
such unlimited powers over his clan, as these Indians volun-
tarily accorded him, and which we believe he never in any
way abused. The fact of his continuous guardiamship of
their interests, the many presents he was ever making them,
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and the high position he occupied, with the very highest of his
own countrymen, made him a superior being in their eyes,
to be respected and venerated. He had hope till the coming
of Parr that he would be re-instated as Lieut.-Governor but
with Parr’s appearance he lost his spirits and died within a
month after the arrival of Parr to succeed Arbuthnot. His
end was almost tragic in its suddenness. On the 8th of
November, 1782, while arranging with several of the Indian
chiefs, about winter supplies of blankets and clothing, in his
office on Granville St., just north of the Army and Navy
Depot; he suddenly and without a moment’s warning expired
in the 62nd year of his age, deeply regretted by every citizen
of Halifax. He was given a grand public funeral which took
place on the 11th of November, 1782, and was buried in
St. Paul’s in a vault at the left of the altar. Over 200 indians
followed his coffin to the church, chanting the death song of
the Micmacs. His funeral and the chanting of the Indians
was long remembered in Halifax, and among the stories of the
olden time in our city, there was no description more vivid or
interesting than the weird wail of the savages, asthey at his
burial mourned their friend and protector. Francklin left
a large family and much wealth. He had 5 sons and 5 daugh-
ters. His eldest son was James Bonteneau Francklin who
occupied the position of Clerk to the House of Assembly for
42 years. James B. Francklin had but one daughter, who
became the wife of Rev. R. F. Uniacke, Rector of St. George's,
the Round Church of this city, a very talented lady, who for
many years enjoyed the noble reputation generally assigned
her by the parishioners of St. George's of writingall herhusband’s
best sermons. She was a worthy descendant of her grand-
father, charitable and kind in her demeanour, with a dignity
characteristic of her family.

Another son of Gov. Francklin was George Sackville Germain
who studied law at Quebec and had a large practice in that
city. died 8th October, 1799 at Windsor while on a visit
to friends. His health having become impaired by reason of
his attention and devotion to his profession.
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Another son Michael Nicholson went to India but sub-
sequently entered business with relatives in London, and
died there in 1830, leaving several descendants.

In closing this memoir of one who for so many years,
occupied so leading a position in our Province, as Michael
Francklin did over a century ago, we have to deplore the
apparent want of appreciation by our British rulers, of so
useful and distinguished a man. Francklin served his country
well, and received but slender recognition of his well tried
loyalty, and prudent foresight in emergencies, where his talents
for grappling with great matters, shone so conspicuously as
they did during that disturbed period, when the colonies to
the south of us, were convulsed with riot, rebellion and revolu-
tion, a most tremendous crisis in the affairs of this continent
when a strong character like Francklin’s was required at the
helm of Government to direct and encourage the people of
this Province, and to confirm them in their loyalty and al-
legiance to the Crown—which had protected their liberties,
and fostered their progress and existence.

His fine record in blazing prosperity as well as in dire
disappointment. His calm bearing in the face of undeserved cen-
sure. His devotion to the best interests of the people and
his unswerving loyalty to his country, deserved a better
ending to so patriotic and useful a career. But the verdict
of general life is ever the same and

“It seems like stories from the land of spirits, if any man
“attain that which he merits, or any merit that, which he
‘‘attains.” 4

Francklin was a man of great personal magnetism com-
bined with courage, -integrity, energy and independence.
His were the qualities which were necessary to a leader,
talents rare indeed when wanted. His splendid example,
and many virtues were strongly impressed on his own, and
possibly, the immediately succeeding generation of the people
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of this Province, but today his name belongs to the almost
forgotten past, and it comes well within the scope of the privi-
lege of our Historical Society to summon from the shades of a
fast darkening oblivion—even for a brief hour, a character so
noble, and so worthy of remembrance by Nova Scotians, as

that of
MICHAEL FRANCKLIN.
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THE TRENT AFFAIR.

By GEORGE JOHNSON, D. C. L., Dominion Statistician,
Grand Pre, N. S.

(Read before the N. S. Historical Society, 2nd December, 1910.)

What was the Trent Affair? About eleven of the States
in the Union called the United States of North America got
an idea into their heads that the election of Abraham Lincoln
as President in 1860 meant the abolition of Slavery. And a
long time before that election Slavery had been adopted by
those states generally called the Southern States as in the
opinion of these people, an insttitution necessary for the
development of the particular crops of cotton and tobacco
upon which chiefly they depended for a living. They felt so
strongly about it that they prepared for a separation from the
other states. The other states did not believe in letting their
“wayward sisters go in peace.”” The Southern States, though
they numbered but 8,750,000 inhabitants—over three million
three hundred thousand of whom were negro slaves—Against
twenty two millions in the Northern States—determined upon
seccession, South Carolina leading the way.

The war between the two groups of States followed. It
was called a civil war, but it was not any more humanely car-
ried on than other wars. There was just the same effort made
on both sides to shoot each other, to starve each other and to
confine each other in filthy prisons as if the participants had
never been near friends and neighbours, borrowing each other’s
pans and kettles (so to speak) for three quarters of a century.
General Sherman, who had large experience of war, in this very
war declared as his definition that “war is hell.” And the
General’s definition is among the few phrases which are com-
monly quoted as pithily in a very vigorous way expressing
just what the people think.
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The first open act of warfare was the capture of Fort Sum-
ter near Charlestown, South Carolina. This was a United
States fortress and the capture was made by the Confederates—
as the Southern States called themselves to distinguish the
form of government they had chosen from that of the Northern
States. The capture took place on April 14th, 1861, just a
little more than a month after Lincoln had been inaugurated
President.

Then came the same kind of preparation on both sides
as was a few years ago seen going on, when the United States
gave notice to Spain to give up Cuba and other of her unruly
possessions. Among other movements made by the Mother
States, or Unionists as they preferred to name themselves,
was the blockading of the Southern or Secessionist ports, so that
no supplies of food, ammunition, medicines, etc., could be
carried in vessels,—and no cotton and tobacco taken out.
“Starve them by cutting off all water communication and
pound seccession out of them by land’’ was the plan advocated
and adopted.

Both the Union government and the Confederate Govern-
ment sought help from the several Governments of Europe.
They sent prominent persons to England and to the continen-
tal Countries to enlist their sympathies and secure aid, money
and ammunitions.

Ships of war like the famous ‘290" (the Alabama which
did great damage to Northern shipping) were needed by the
South. The Confederates wanted other nations to recognize
them as belligerents. They did not want intervention. The
Northern Government and people wanted to prevent the South
obtaining recognition.

Men like Maury the great student of ocean storms and
oceanic currents—were sent by the Government of the South
to England to influence public opinion in favour ot the Southern
States, while Henry Ward Beecher took the platform and
Thurlow Weed and: others, the newspapers in advocacy of the
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claims of the North to the sympathy of the slave-hating mas-
‘ses of England. The responses from the Governments of
Europe were almost all pitched in the same key. Prussia
threw cold water upon the aspirations of the Southern States,
by declaring that it would be the last to recognize any Govern-
ment of the disaffected States of the American Union.
Austria declared that she ‘“‘would not recognize de facto Govern-
ments anywhere.”” Spain, however she might in view of
more recent events now be disposed to resent the treatment
received—then came to the help of the Northern States by
declaring she would have nothing to do with the rebel party
in the United States in any sense.” Great Britain said she
was in no hurry to recognize the secession as final, but thought
the matter not ripe for decision one way or the other.

The truth of the matter was that Great Britain had more
intimate trade relations with the Northern States than had any
other country. She also had closer commercial ties with the
Southern States, than had any other country.

The exports of the United States in 1860 had a value of
316 millions of dollars (not including gold and silver coin and
bullion) and of this amount 206 millions were cotton and to-
bacco from the south, of which 140 millions went to the United
Kingdom—practically the whole import of these articles by
the Kingdom.

You see then that it was from the Southern States that the
cotton operatives of England drew their daily bread. With-
out the continuous uninterrupted supply of cotton from the
Southern plantations famine in Lancashire was inevitable.
Self preservation—the first law of nature—was a strong argu-
ment in favour of England’s sympathy with the South. Then,
too, it was urged in England that early recognition of the Con-
federate States by both Great Britain and France would cause
the war party in the North to pause, before plunging the Coun-
try into a sad struggle, the results of which would be a tre-
mendous loss of life, a great increase of debt,and an immense
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drain of men from the productive force of the Republic—to
say nothing of the enormous destruction of property. All
of these results actually following in due course;—the public
debt increasing from under 60 millions to 2800 millions and the
number of men withdrawn from the productive forces and put
among the destructive, being equal to 2,300,000 men for
three years worth nothing but to shoot and be shot.

Further it was urged that if Great Britain ackowledged the
state of blockade, which the Northern States had proclaimed
the seaports of the Southern States to be under, she must pro-
claim neutrality. If she refused to proclaim neutrality, she
must refuse to acknowledge the blockade, and must insist
upon the right of her subjects to trade with the ports of the
South under Treaty and other arrangements. In addition
to these arguments it was urged that in many of the Southern
Ports there was a large amount of British property (over a
million pounds sterling in value) stored in ships ready to sail.
To delay recognition was to expose this property to destruc-
tion, and those who were waiting for it, to hunger.

Warm partizans of the Northern States as well as the Mer-
cantile community in Great Britain strenuously urged the
British Government to'recognize or to repudiate the block-
ade, to accept or respect the character of a neutral power.
The British Government had ‘‘to do something and that
right off.” A great mercantile power like Great Britain, with
all the complexities of a widely ramifying commerce has
to act promptly on the same principle as that embodied
in the old proverb ‘‘He gives twice who gives quickly.” Not
long ago the United States were in a state of conflict with
Spain over Cuba. After waiting for three years the United
States Congress passed a resolution (practically) of recognition
of the Cuban insurgents. This delay resulted in the deaths
of 250,000 persons. It put in jeopardy the lives of 200,000
reconcentrados who were in danger of starvation. It impov-
erished Spain and caused an immense expenditure of treasure.
No one can doubt, looking back, that if the United States
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had promptly recognized a state of belligerency at an early stage
in the game all this loss of life—all the intense suffering—all the
destruction of property would have been avoided.

Urged by these motives Great Britain proclaimed neutral-
ity within a month after Fort Sumter had been captured by
the Southern States. This recognition very much disgusted
the North, whose people saw, or believed they saw, in this act
undisguised hostility to them. In fact they were so heated
that they could not see that there was any other side to the
question but their own. They had been so accustomed to
get pretty much all they wanted from Great Britain, that it
was a sort of revelation to them, when they found the British
Government thinking of the disastrous effect the civil war
would have upon millions of persons in England. In the
Cuban war the people of the United States hesitated to throw
down the gauntlet of war before Spain and one of their rea-
sons was the effect it would have upon a million of starving
Cubans who lived by reason of the beneficence of outsiders.
How much stronger was Britain’s reason for taking such action
as would most tend to prevent war between the two sections
of the United States when the ones in imminent danger of
starvation were her own sons and daughters.

After the Queen’s neutrality proclamation, the blockade
of the Southern States Ports necessarily became more than
the paper blockade it had been.

Still there were always adventurous men willing to run the
blockade, for the sake of the money there was in the business.
Into Halifax came vessels of a peculiar type called blockade
runners. Their owners bought everything they could lay
their hand on. I have seen a man go into a large wholesale
Dry-goods store in Halifax and ask the proprietor in the most
matter of fact way what he would take for his whole establish-
ment—bar, of course the young men and women-—spot cash
and the purchase would be made in less time than it takes
a young woman to select the feathers for her Easter Sunday
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hat. Quinine for the fever stricken boys lying in camps by
the rivers of Dixie Land was bought up at prices that would be
considered fancy to-day—ten times the price now ruling.—
and bought up by the 1000 ounce lot if such a quantity could be
obtained in Halifax.

Everything was needed and consequently everything in
sight was bought. The town was filled with Southern agents.
There was gold galore and money to burn. Mine host Hesslein
of the Halifax Hotel could hardly buy champagne fast enough
for the Southerners, with old-fashioned notions of hospitality
and with the official classes and the military and navy to win
over, put no restraint upon their lavishness. They scattered
money profusely. One of the three or four occasions that I
have held a million dollars in my hand was when a Southern
Agent, temporarily in hiding, entrusted notes of the Confed-
eracy to that amount to my care.

These happenings all tended to create great dissatisfaction
with great Britain, in the Northern States. Yet, as already said,
Great Britain had a profound desire to do what was right to
both South and North, and if the inclination was towards the
South it was quite natural. The South was the under dog in
the fight. The North had quite four men to the South’s one.
Moreover the British Government had received information
that Mr. Seward as early as November 1860 had entertained
thoughts of finding reasons for having a fling at Great Britain
to divert the minds of the people North and South and thus
prevent the rupture that was imminent. Lord John Russell,
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in Feb. 1861 had felt
obliged to let Mr. Seward understand that ke was aware of his
projects—probably referring to a possible alliance between
Russia and the Northern States which, later on, had coun-
tenance given to it by the long continued presence of Russian
Men of War in United States Ports, nobody knew why and most
only suspected why, when Mr. Seward recouped the Russian
expenditure by turning into the Russian exchequer over seven
million dollars as the price paid Russia for Alaska.
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Lord John Russell wrote to Lord Lyons, then British
Minister at Washington, for Mr. Seward to ‘“‘mark, learn and
inwardly digest” that in case Mr. Lincoln, acting under bad
advice should undeavour to provide excitement for the public
mind by raising questions with Great Britain, Her Majesty’s
Government felt no hesitation as to the policy they would
pursue. They would in the first place be very forbearing.
They would show by their acts how highly they valued the
relations of peace and amity with the United States. But they
would take care to let the Government which multiplied pro-
vocation and sought quarrels know that their forbearance
sprung from the consciousness of strength and not from the
timidity of weakness. They desired to warn a Government
which was making political capital out of blustering demon-
strations that our patience might be tried too far.”

The hint was understood and Seward under pressure from
the great President, changed his tactics. All the more dis-
creditable because only a couple of months before the people
~ and the Government of the United States had received the
~ Prince of Wales (the late King Edward) with a cordiality and
warmth that presaged, so many fondly hoped, the near ap-
proach of the time when the two branches of the English-
Speaking people, all differences being brushed aside, would
. stand together, in all candor and honesty for the development
of a christian civilization.

However much Mr. Seward changed his plans in conse-
quence of the very plain intimation that Great Britain had
knowledge of them, he still adhered to his purpose of firing the
Northern heart against Great Britain and of directing that
heart so fired against the South. In October 1861 he sent a
circular letter to the governors of the States of the North bor-
dering on the ocean and on the great Lakes, calling on them to
take action to provide for the fortification of the sea and lake
coasts. This was in effect to suggest that Great Britain, in
his opinion, entertained an intention to invade the North by
way of these provinces. The effect was not what he intended.
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He thought to brow-beat Canada but Canadians at once ex-
pressed the belief that such a menace as fortification along
the lake shore was a quarrel-breeder. Public sentiment which
had been divided or predominating in favour of the North be-
gan to change all over the B. N. A provinces. Mr. Seward
had mistaken the spirit of the people as indeed almost all the
leading public men of the United States before and since his
time, have done.

This act was followed by the Trent Affair, which became
known in Canada on the 18th Nov. 1861. A dispatch being
published in the papers, stating that the steamer San Jacinto,
a United States war vessel, had arrived at Fortress Munroe
having on board Messrs. Mason and Slidell, Ambassadors
from the Confederate States to England and France, who had
been forcibly taken from the British Mail Steamer the Trent
in the channel of the Bahamas.”

I remember very well the day the news reached Halifax.
I had been in the habit of getting my midday lunch in Stew-
art’s restaurant on Sackville Street and of course with others who
did the same had generally indulged in verbal fightings over
the questions of the day. We were fairly divided in opinion
about the North and South, the preponderance of senti-
ment being at first decidedly pro-Northern. One thing after
another had given those of us who sided with the South the
best of the argument. We made the most of the threatened
fortifying of the great lakes, but still our opponents fairly
enough held their ground on the general question.” When
however, word came over the wires that the North had fired
a couple of shots across the bow of a British steamer; that
Wilkes had boarded her and taken by force Mason and Slidell
from under our flag, indignation knew no bounds. We all
swung round like a gate. The North had no apologist except-
ing Alec. Ritchie, the Editor of the Sun.

In those days there was no cable communication, so we
could not tell what the sentiment would be in England where the
news could not possibly arrive much before the end of the month
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creation of the latter in the same year, 1838, appointed Attor-
. ney-General of the Province in 1841, resigned his seat in
Council and was elected to the Assembly for the County of
Annapolis in 1843, led the Government from 1843 to 1847 when
his Government was defeated, led the opposition from 1847 to
1857, when he again became leader of the Government, defeated
in 1860, again came into power in 1863. He was appointed
equity Judge in 1864 and Lieut.-Governor of the Province
in 1873, but died the same year in England before assuming
the duties of his high office.

This Province was distinguished in the early part of the
last century in possessing a number of public men, eminent
in their respective professions, but especially in that of politics,
and justly celebrated both here and in England; many of
whom would have shed lustre upon their age and adorned pub-
lic life in any other English speaking Country. I may men-
tion a few; Richard John Uniacke,S. G. W. Archibald, W. B.
Bliss, Alexander Stewart, Jas. W. Johnston, Joseph Howe, J. C.
Haliburton, Beamish Murdoch, O’Connor Doyle, J. B. Uniacke,
Charles R. Fairbanks, besides others of somewhat later date
whose memories are justly had in esteem by every patriotic
lover of this their country. It is not altogether fair to in-
stitute comparisons between them. These were many sided
men and some were distinguished in one way and some in
another. I am concerned at the present time with Mr. Johnston
only, whom, viewed from many dlﬁerent points, I regard as
one of the greatest among them.

It is quite unnecessary for me in this short paper to refer at
any length to any of these distinguished men, except to him
who is the subject of this paper, but it will be impossible for
me to consider Mr. Johnston’s career, especially that part of
it relating to his political activity, to which I shall presently
come, without perhaps frequent reference to another, the
greatest of that great circle, the Honorable Joseph Howe.

Mr. Howe filled so great a space in the History of those
times, that I consider, politically speaking, no adequate
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justice can be done to any of these his contemporaries, with-
out taking some account of him, who was so closely associated
with them and who had been often and perhaps justly called
the “Father of Responsible Government.”

Neither of these two men knew anything of University
life, they were to a certain extent, I mean in the higher walks
of learning, self educated. They were great readers and pro-
found students, both of them. Mr. Howe's reading had been
more extensive and varied than that of Mr. Johnston, many of
whose earlier years had been fully occupied with the prepara-
tory work for the profession of the law. Mr. Howe had studied
first in the Printer’s Office, from which School many an eminent
man besides him has graduated. Both were men of unflagging
industry, loyal to the traditions of their Country, good public
speakers, ambitious and strong willed.

It would indeed be unusual if these two strong men did not
differ in other respects. Mr. Howe was of a poetic tempera-
mant, emotional, a literary man and a lover of literature, a
student of books as well as a student of men, loving men and
their haunts and loved by them, with a keen sense of humor,
abundance of wit and fun, and a gift for sarcasm, with reli-
gious sensibilities not very strongly developed. He was called
the Tribune of the people, and rightly so.

Mr. Johnston’s mind was judicial, with a strong sense of
moral responsibility, with -abundance of contempt for shams
and tricks and subterfuge, and not over handy perhaps in the
art of managing men politically. A man of very high ideals,
honorable instincts and unbending integrity—a gentleman by
birth and training—Affectionate by nature, a good lover and
perhaps a good hater, but a man who did not know much of the
people and speaking generally was not much known by them,
in the way I mean of personal contact. He was called a Tory
by men who did not know him. He looked beyond the hori-
zon of the present and in all matters took a broad and compre-
hensive view of whatever subject was under consideration.
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In the meantime our neighbors were making great demon-
strations. In New York the event caused great rejoicing,
though from some cause the U.S. Government ordered Wilkes
when he arrived in New York harbour to proceed to Boston.
There Wilkes was banqueted on the 23rd Nov. and speeches
commending Wilkes were made by Governor Andrews, Chief
Justice Bigelow, Mayor Wrightman and others. The New
York Journal of Commerce said it was purely an act of grace
that Wilkes allowed the Trent to proceed on her way. The
New York Herald’'s Washington despatch said that the Presi-
dent and his Cabinet were quite elated over the arrest of Mason
and Slidell. The Boston Post boasted ‘“‘we are still able to
assert ourselves on the high seas and that, too, on the decks of
English vessels.” The N.Y. Historical Society elected Wilkes
by acclamation an honorary member. Seward was jubilant
over the capture. Wilkes, the Secretary of the Navy, wrote,
“your conduct in seizing those public enemies was marked by
intelligence, ability, decision and firmness and has the em-
phatic approval of the Department.” Congress passed, by
. unanimous consent, its thanks for ‘‘brave, adroit and pa-
triotic conduct.”

Resolutions were also passed, that Messrs. Mason and Slidell
should be confined in a felon’s prison and treated as prisoners
convicted of infamous crimes.

One New York paper proposed in the exuberance of its
joy that ““another 4th of July should be consecrated to Wilkes.”
Poetry by the mile was written laudatory of Wilkes.

Abraham Lincoln almost alone—deemed theact one to be
repudiated. Mr. Blair the Post-master General, went further
and declared that Wilkes should be ordered to take a U. S.
man of war with Slidell and Mason on board, proceed to Eng-
land and deliver them over to the British Government. But
the few who kept their heads were lost among the many voices

lifted up in praise of the hero of the hour.
&
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A few days after the news reached Halifax the Lieut-
Governor the Earl of Mulgrave spoke to me and said he would
like to learn something of the sentiment of the people of the
States. I went at once to Portland, where I found some gentle-
men waiting for me by whom I was introduced to a very con-
siderable number of persons. One of these accompanied me
to Boston where I met a large number. From there I went to
Springfield where an open air conversation had been hastily
provided. Thence on to New York. In all these cities I was
surprised to find that there was a strong counter-current of
thought. I found staunch friends of Great Britain. ‘“‘No
war with England”’ was the sentiment. In Springfield I heard
quoted a score of times a statement attributed to Lincoln.
He had, I learned, said to a group of men who were discussing
the situation: ‘‘Boys I reckon we will give them up. It is
what we fought for in 1812 and 1813, and we'll drink our own
tea, won't we.”

To be sure the men and women I met several thousands of
them—would stand by their country if war was declared, but
in the meantime and there were thousands of them, men of
influence, too—they would strain every nerve to win against
the war-men.

By this time I had got a clear idea of the Trent Affair,
a connected narrative.

Jefferson Davis and his Cabinet had resolved upon sending
Mason and Slidell to England and to France. They caused it
to be published far and wide that these two men had been ap-
pointed and would sail from Charleston at a certain date on a
vessels whose name was given. The vessel sailed on the ad-
vertised day without the envoys to draw off any Federal Cruisers
that might be watching outside. A Couple of nights after a
heavy rainstorm offered a good chance, and the Commissioners
embarked on another vessel, Theodores, which ran the block-
ade successfully and arrived at the British port of Nassau, es-
caping the cruisers that were sent after it. Thence they went
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to Cardenas in Cuba and thence overland to Havana. The
United States war-steamer San Jacinto had arrived at St.
‘Thomas about a month before and on information her Cap-
tain Wilkes, with the captains of two other U.S. war vessels
resolved to start off in search of the Confederate war steamer
the Sumter. After cruising around for ten days Capt. Wilkes
went to Cienfugos and learned from the newspapers that
Mason and Slidell were in Havana. To that port he at once
made his way and on his arrival found that Mason and Sildell
were still waiting for the British Mail Packet the Trent which
carried his Majesty’s Mails between Havana and St. Thomas.
Wilkes immediately steamed for Key West to get another U.
S. war steamer, but failing to find her he resolved to go alone
and communicated his design to intercept the Trent to his
Lieut., Fairfax, who protested strongly against the project, and
advised consultation with Judge Marvin—an authority on
International law. Wilkes would take council with no one
and on the s5th of November he left Key West and took posi-
tion in the Bahama Channel at a point where the channel
contracted to less than 20 miles, keeping his vessel in mid-
channel. After spending the night there he saw about mid-
day on the 8th of November a vessel approaching, when
near enough he fired a shot across the bows of the approach-
ing vessel and hoisted the U. S. flag. The Trent (for it was
she) hoisted the British flag and kept on at full steam. A shell
was then fired which exploded a short distance from the Trent,
whereupon the Trent shut off steam. Capt. Wilkes then
hailed her Captain and said he proposed to send a boat to him.
Capt. Moir of the Trent naturally much annoyed called out
“what do you mean by such acts?”” No answer was returned
When Lieut. Fairfax reached the ‘“Trent”” he boarded her alone
and was taken to the quarter deck where Capt. Moir received
him courteously but refused to allow him to examine the pas-
sengers’ list. Lieut. Fairfax said that Capt. Wilkes had in-
formation that Messrs. Slidell and Mason were on board and
that he intended to find out if they were before allowing the
Trent to go on. Mr. Slidell called out “I am Mr. Slidell.”
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Mr. Mason joined his fellow Commissioner and on being asked
pointed out their secretaries.

Fairfax then informed Capt. Moir that he had orders
from Capt. Wilkes to arrest the four men and send them on
board the San Jacinto. Some uproar arising among the pas-
sengers of whom there were four score or more the marines in
the San Jacinto’s boat swarmed up the sides of the Trent.
Capt. Moir remonstrated at this further indignity, and the
marines obeyed the order to return to the boat.

Commander Williams of the Royal Navy (retired) in charge
of her Majesty's mails in the meanwhile prepared and entered
a formal protest as follows:

“On this ship I am the representative of Her Majesty’s
Government, and call upon the officers of the ship and upon
the passengers generally to mark my words when in the name
of the British Government and in distinct language I denounce
this as an illegal act. An act in the violation of international
law, an act of wanton piracy which had we the means of
defence you would not dare to attempt.”

Mrs. Sildell then stepped forward and expressed her sur-
prise at Capt. Wilkes thus playing the Confederate States
game by doing something which would assuredly arouse Eng-
land. Messrs Slidell and Mason retired to their cabins and
refused to go unless compelled by force. The armed marines
were called up and the two commissioners with their secre-
taries were removed from the ‘“Trent” not however, before
Miss Slidell had branded Fairfax to his face as ‘“‘an infamous
fellow,” he having been her father’s guest not ten days before
at Havana. Some accounts say she gave him a slap in the
face. Theladies declined to be transferred to the San Jacinto.
Capt. Wilkes had ordered Lieut Fairfax to take possession of the
Trent as a prize. This order, however, the Lieut. did not carry
out, but went to the San Jacinto and urged against it reasons
strong enough to induce Wilkes to abandon his original in-
tention. The Captain of the ‘“Trent” was then informed that
he was free to proceed on his voyage.
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The British Admiralty subsequently blamed Capt. Moir
for not throwing the Trent on the hands of Capt. Wilkes.

(So much for the story of the Trent affair).

On my return to Halifax I found the feeling as strong as
ever.

On December 13th the newspapers published the follow-
ing despatch:

New York. Advices by the Steamer Hansa state that
the arrest of Messrs. Mason and Slidell has caused intense
excitement in England. Merchants of Liverpool passed
resolutions denouncing the act and calling upon the Govern-
' ment to maintain the dignity of the British flag. Consols
declined a half.”

‘ Notwithstanding this evidence of excitement, Mr. Val-

landigham on the 16th of November moved a resolution in
- Congress praising Wilkes, referring to the secretary of the
" Navy's approval of Wilkes’ act and resolving ‘‘as the sense of
. the house that it is the duty of the President to now firmly
- maintain the stand thus taken, approving and adopting the
act of Capt. Wilkes in spite of any demand or menace of the
British Government; and this House pledges its full support
to him in upholding the honor and vindicating the courage of
the government and the people of the United States.”” The
House however, by a vote of 109 to 16 referred the resolutions
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

On the 29th November the British Cabinet met to con-
sider a note Lord Palmerston had prepared for the Queen.
Prince Albert prepared another, and this corrected by the
Queen was sent to the Cabinet together with Lord Palmer-
ston’s draft. These were considered and Earl Russell on
November 3oth prepared despatches for transmission to
Lord Lyons, then Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington.
The purpose of these despatches was that the United States
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Government should propose to the British Government to
liberate the four gentlemen and deliver them up to Lord Lyons
with a suitable apology, that if Mr. Seward should ask for
delay, such request (not to exceed seven days) was to be
granted.

And that if at the end of that time, no answer was given
Lord Lyons was to leave Washington and repair immediately
to London. The general drift of Earl Russell’s ultimatum
became known to Canada on December 16th. The Montreal
Gazette of December 17, said:

“Our columns today contain news which is probably the
most important that was ever laid before the people of Canada.
The arrival of the Europa at Halifax and of the City of Wash-
ington at Cape Race, brings news which places it beyond all
doubt that Her Majesty’s Government have felt it to be their
duty, to make a peremptory demand, for the restoration to

the protection of the British flag of Messrs. Mason and Sli- |
dell. The news produced a tremendous sensation in the

streets of Montreal. Business was virtually suspended. No

one talked of aught but war and warlike preparations. The
extras and evening papers sold like wildfire. There was but
one spirit animating everyone. All were ready and willing
to arm and do their duty by the old flag. There seemed in
fact a cheerfulness produced in men’s minds, that doubt and
suspense were at last over; that it was at last evident, that
Britain meant to defend her honor, and the day of mere talk
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and wrangling had passed; that we might hear less of the
unsufferable scolding and snarling, which has of late assailed
our ears, and set to work in earnest. All are happier to see
the honor of the flag maintained than to reap the profits of a

dishonorable peace”. On the 18th the Queen’s Messenger
arrived at Washington and reported to Lord Lyons.

The news from Halifax had stirred the Northern States, to
a ferment, as great as the excitement the people of Britain®

were experiencing. The press fumed as usual and threatened

all sorts of dire calamaties; Canada was to be invaded right
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off. Privateers were to sweep the ships of Great Britain off
the high seas. Almost every editor had a plan of Campaign
ready to publish. In the Southern States, the Governor of
Virginia voiced the general feeling when he said that his daily
prayer was that Lincoln’s back-bone might not give way.

On the next day (19) Lord Lyons presented his despatches
with his customary courteousness.

A Cabinet meeting was called for the 24th and actually
met on the 25th,and the determination to surrender Mason
and Slidell and their secretaries was reached on the 26th.
Mr. Seward’s letter to Lord Lyons making known to him the
decision was sent without delay. In it Mr. Seward stated
that ‘‘the capture was made without direction or fore-know-
ledge of the Washington Government,”” and further that
‘““the four persons in question are now held in Military Custody
at Fort Warren in the State of Mass. They will be cheerfully
liberated. Your Lordship will please indicate a time and place
for receiving them.”

On December 27th, Lord Lyons acknowledged receipt and
after conferring with Mr. Seward, directed the English Sloop
of War Rinaldo to proceed to Provincetown, a small out of the
way seaport in Mass., some miles distant from Boston, to
receive the prisoners without unusual parade or show. The
latter were conveyed from Fort Warren by the United States
authorities and put on board the Rinaldo which at once pro-
ceeded to St. Thomas to which place they were going when
taken off the Trent by Capt. Wilkes.

These movements of course were not known in England
till some time after they had taken place . Contemporaneously
with the sending of Lord Russell’s despatch of November 30,
preparations on a large scale were made by the British Gov-
ernment. I took all the more interest in the movements going
on from the fact that my brother-in-law Mr. George R. Ander-
son had volunteered as Queen’s Messenger to convey des-
patches from the Military authorities in Halifax to General
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Williams, the Hero of Kars, then in Quebec, holding confer-
ence with the Canadian Government on subjects connected
with the defence of the Canadas. We had a lively time get-
ting Mr. Anderson ready for his long sled journey across New
Brunswick and Quebec to Trois Pistoles. By the time he was
ready, he was muffled up as a miner would be in preparation
for the journey from the Pacific Ocean to the Klondike region.

In these circumstances, we were naturally on the qui vive
for the latest intelligence from the States and from England
about the progress of events.

Failing cable communication the feverish anxiety for
intelligence from Great Britain led to the plan of intercepting
the ocean steamers at Cape Race, getting the news and cab-
ling it from Newfoundland to Cape Breton, a cable having
been laid between the two islands half a dozen years before by
Mr. Gisborne, really the father of Atlantic Ocean cable con-
nection as Sir Sandford Fleming is of Pacific Ocean Cables.

Crowds were all the time around the telegraph office in
Halifax waiting for word from Cape Race. We had not to
wait very long before the bulletin boards announced that the
Arago had been intercepted at Cape Race and had given the
information that the Melbourne sailed from Woolwich on the
6th of December with troops, arms and ammunition. Then
came word that the Australian sailed on the 12th, the Niagara
on the 14th and the Hero and Persia on the 15th each of the
latter two with 1100 men, 6000 stand of arms, etc.

The Persia arrived at Bic on the 26th and landed 600 men
that night. These started at once for Quebecin Carioles most
willingly furnished by the Country people. The remainder
were landed during the next day. Commodore Judkins start-
ing off as soon as the last boat-load of soldiers left the vessel’s
side, fearing from the cold weather that had set in, that the
least delay would cause his vessel to be caught in the ice.
She arrived in due course in Halifax when the Commodore was
quite a hero and properly so.
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The Australiar arrived in Halifax on the day after Chris-
mas and proceeded to St. John, New Brunswick. Then came
the Niagara and part of her troops were transferred to another
steamer and carried round to St. John. Other troops were
taken to St. Andrews. The troops taken to St. John were
carried by rail to Moncton and thence by sleds to Quebec.
Those taken to St. Andrews were carried by rail to Canterbury
and thence by sleds to Woodstock, N. B. About 5000 troops
were in Halifax in the first week of January where the Military
displays were of daily occurence. I remember well the day the
Grenadier guards marched through the city in all their glory.
The 62nd Regt. had a taste of a real Canadian snow storm on
their journey from St. Andrews to Woodstock.

In the meantime British men of war were hurrying to
Bermuda, Nassau, Jamaica and other ports in the West In-
dies. It was a grand display. The sudden emergency; the
rapid response of the British Government; the celerity with
which the forces were hurled across the Atlantic, and carried by
water and by land into the interior of Canada; the systematic
business-like way in which everything was done the hearti-
ness with which the people of Canada and of the Maritime
provinces responded to the call of the Motherland, the country
people placing their sleds and horses without charge at the dis-
posal of the Military authorities; the earnestness with which
the Bishopsand clergy of all denominations called upon their
flocks to give all necessary aid—the unanimity of sentiment
which characterized all classes and all nationalities—all these
things created a lasting impression on all minds both in the
Provinces, the Motherland and in the United States.

We were proud enough when word came that Messrs
Howe and Tilley—who were in London at the time endeavour-
ing to create interest in the proposed I. C. R.—had splendidly
voiced our sentiments at some of the earliest public meetings
held in England.

But the last days of the year—that Christmas week of
1861—49 years ago—were gloomy ones to many. The Wash-
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ington Cabinet was discussing the question whether to give up
Mason and Slidell and the air was full of rumours. November
they were going to give them up. Half an hour after, they
had fully resolved to hold them. The 25th of December
came. There were only two days of the seven left. Those
who were eager for war were jubilant over their Christmas
dinner. Those who knew what war meant and who felt what
war between the Nothern States and England would result
in in desolation of homes and destruction of property in all
parts of Canada, had no task for savoury turkey and good
mince meat.

Then on the 26th the papers of British America were in
deep mourning and we knew that Prince Albert was dead; that
our Queen had added to her grief, over the estrangement of
the people of the United States, the more poignant and
personal grief of the bereaved wife. The death took place
on the 14th and the burial on the 23rd. And our sympathies
aroused by the knowledge of what happened in those event-
ful days to bring sorrow to our Queen, acted upon minds an-
xious about the decision that must soon be given at Washing-
ton, The result was, as may be imagined, that the closing
days of the year were days long to be remembered.

It took the people of the United States a long time to over-
come their chagrin, but time has worked wonders. Among
my papers referring to the Trent Affair, I find an extract from an
old New York Times in which is presented an elaborate argu-
ment to show from the case of one Laurent despatched during
the American revolution to represent the revolted colonies at
the Hague, but taken from an American vessel on which he
sailed, by a British frigate—that Wilkes was perfectly justi-
fied in doing as he did.

Not long ago I read an editorial in the New York Times
(the same paper) in which it was stated; ‘It is now held that
his (Wilkes) Act was wholly without warrant.”
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Wilkes has long ago passed into oblivion. The turmoil
he raised seems at this distance of time like the memory
of a horrible night mare. And we all hope that a new
order of things has come and that the two countries will be
no more opposed but will march all one way striving together
to give to all countries a true Christmas, one whose motto is
the Angel’s message, Peace on Earth.






HON. JAMES WILLIAM JOHNSTON.
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JAMES WILLIAM JOHNSTON, FIRST PREMIER OF NOVA
SCOTIA UNDER RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.

By JOHN Y. PAYZANT, M. A., Halifax, N. S.
(Read before the Nova Scotia Historical Society, 2nd Feb. 1912).

The number of those in this City and Province who re-
member the venerable figure of James W. Johnston, as he
was wont to go in and out amongst us, who can recall some
of his political contests or some of his great forensic addresses,
and who knew him at the Bar, on the Bench, in his own church
circles or in the quiet of that simple social life he loved so well,
is rapidly lessening, and the chances are that each departing
contemporary, will carry away with him into the land of for-
getfulness some unrecorded fact or historical matter, which
if preserved would be highly helpful perhaps to a future gen-
eration, in arriving at a correct estimate of the character of
him who has gone, This is my only excuse for asking your
attention tp some points of importance in Mr. Johnston’s
life. We have no collection of his speeches and writings, no
biography, no adequate memorial of him, who half a century
or more ago was very much in the public eye, and whose master
mind contributed so much in moulding the institutions and
stimulating the public character of this Province. We have
not been doing his memory even tardy justice. Our Provin-
cial Rulers have hung his portrait in the other Chamber,
along with that of his great contemporary and political rival,
Joseph Howe. That is good, but it is not enough, we are in
danger of forgetting him.

The two volumes we possess of the speeches and letters
of Mr. Howe, have been an invaluable help not only in per-
petuating his memory, but by handing down to us inspiring
records and a noble example, to this and other generations.
Let our school books tell of James W. Johnston as well as of
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Joseph Howe. Collect his speeches, his letters and state
papers. While this Society is worthily perpetuating the
memory of events and men by historical inscriptions in diff-
erent parts of the City, do not forget Johnston. Mr. Murdoch
did not bring his history down to a date to include notices of
Howe and Johnston. Mr. Duncan Campbell in his history
of Nova Scotia gives but brief reference to him. Judge Savary
Mr. Calnek and others give fuller accounts, but it has been re-
served for the Rev. Dr. Saunders to do something like justice
to the memory and eventful life of Johnston. The country, I
consider, is greatly indebted to Dr. Saunders for the labor
he has bestowed in ransacking newspaper offices, groping in
attics and other places among old letter files, and generally
delving in the dust of ages for the facts he has so graphically
expressed in his recently published book, ‘“The Three Prem-
iers.” My only wish is that Dr. Saunders or if the task be.
too onerous for him, some other lover of the memory of these
nation-builders of the past with like industry, fidelity and
literary grace to that Dr. Saunders has shown, should do for the
memory of James W. Johnston what Mr. William Annand did
or is reputed to have done, for Mr. Howe.

It is not my intention to treat the subject of this paper
biographically, that would be out of the question considering
the time at my disposal; if I can give anything like a simple
character sketch of this man, if I can adduce a few facts, some
contemporary opinions and a few recollections of my own,
something to aid even a little to a wider and perhaps juster
view of this great Nova Scotian, it is all I can hope to do this
evening, and it is all I hope you will expect of me.

James William Johnston was born in Jamaica on the
twenty-ninth of August, A. D., 1792, he was admitted to the
Bar of this Province in 1813, appointed Solicitor General by
the Crown under Sir Colin Campbell the 29th of July, 1834,
was appointed a delegate to meet Lord Durham at Quebec in
1838, appointed to a seat in both Councils, the Executive and
Legislative, on the reconstruction of the Executive and the
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I knew him well, and the dominating trait of his character that
most of all comes home to my memory, aside from his intel-
lectual endowments, was his great moral power. He brought
to the performance of every duty of life strong and unshake-
able convictions, and whatever were his mistakes, and he was
not without mistakes, he never stooped to conquer.

But after you have weighed and measured those two men
with all their faults and all their virtues, their strong minds
and their loyal hearts, after I say you have weighed and mea-
sured them not only with one another but with the distinguished
men they wrestled with in the arena of their day, you cannot
but be proud of them both, and convinced that they were our
greatest Nova Scotians.

The character of Mr. Johnston as I have said was many
sided, and to arrive at anything like a correct judgment re-
specting him, his life must be looked at from different points
of view, I know that it has been the habit heretofore to think of
him as a lawyer or politician only, and no doubt his great fame
has rested mainly on his legal and political work, but this is
not doing him justice. To treat adequately of a great man is
to publish not only his great achievements, but to seek if pos-
sible in the inner life of the man the secret springs that nour-
ished the faculties, the work—of which is, all that is seen by
the public eye.

I have not the time to take up every point, but there are
four leading features connected with his life and character,
which it is my wish to present to you tonight, and the treat-
ment of which will fairly wellecover but in very brief and per-
functory manner the most interesting part of his active years.
These are connected with him first, as to his Religion, second,
as an Educationist, third as a Lawyer, and fourth as a Politi-
cian.

First, as to his Religion. I have no apology to make for
putting this feature first, because, distinguished as he was in
the annals and traditions of the Province for many remarkable

5
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traits of character, I believe, knowing what I did of him, that
the most important of them all was this one element to which
he himself considered that all others should be subordinate
and the influence of which was not only the solace and comfort,
but the great inspiration of his long years of active life. In
my opinion any attempt to give a satisfactory portraiture of
the man without taking into account this moral element, would
fail of the object contemplated, and not adequately account for
the remarkable space he occupied in the political and civil
life of the Province. It was of not so much consequence
to what church he belonged, to what creed he subscribed,
although he was not without a Creed and a Church, but the
deep religious consciousness of the man, his profoundly reli-
gious nature lay back of mere intellectual assent, back of forms
and observances, back of everything external to his spiritual
nature. Few perhaps who would be with him through the
turmoil of the day’s political campaign, would realize that at
night in the secret quiet of his chamber, the turmoil and strife
of the day would be forgotten and the Christian’s peace would
be his, as he sought his pillow. He carried his religion into
his daily life, and that colored no little of the activities of his
long years and made him largely what he was. It was the
inner power I have already spoken of unseen, perhaps unthought
of, by the men he confronted, but wvery real. That is
why I treat this aspect of his life as first, and perhaps most
important of all.

Johnston was an attached member of the Church of Eng-
land, a member of St. Paul’s Church in this City, of which the
President of this Society is now Rector, a member, at a time
too, when St. Paul's was the Church-home of the leading
families of the City, families whose names are now historic.
A Church of the aristocracy, it was called in those days, where
the fashion, the learning and the professional life of the place
were wont to assemble. The late Dr. Aikins, our late Prov-
incial Archivist, has humorously described a Sunday at St.
Paul’s, at that date, I give it in his words: ‘‘First, the regi-
ments in garrison, preceded by their brass bands marched in
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full dress to St. Paul’s, amid the ringing of bells and the sound
of martial music. The carriage of the Governor, who in those
days was always a general officer in full military costume with
his Aide de Camp drove up to the south door of the Church,
there being no chancel built there at that time, the whole staff
having first assembled under the Portico, which then ran
along the southern end of the Church. His Excellency, fol-
lowed by a brilliant display of gold lace and feathers, the
clank of sabres and spurs, and the shaking of plumed hats,
of so many officers, many of whom were accompanied by
their ladies, on entering the church presented a most brilliant
spectacle. All this was followed by the old Chief Justice
Blowers in his coach and livery, the carriage of the Admiral
and the carriages of several of the Members of Council. All
being seated, and the body of the Church full of fashion and
dress, the peal of the organ began to be heard, and the clergy
in surplices and hood proceeded from the vestry up the east
side aisle to the pulpit, preceded by a beadlein draband gold
lace carrying a large silver headed mace, who after the clergy
had taken their seats, deliberately walked down the aisle
again to the vestry with his mace over his shoulder.” Such
was a Sunday in St. Paul's in that day. But with all the
pomp and circumstance thus surrounding the old church,
there were earnest worshippers within its walls, who loved
the place for itself with all its hallowed associations, and of
such was James W. Johnston. The bells that now each
Sunday summon the worshippers to this historic temple, the
bells presented to the Church by Andrew Belcher, one hundred
years ago, then called the church goers together as now.
Few changes have been made since those days to theold
building; the vestibule on the north end, the chancel on the
south end, and the wings on either side are about all. The
gold lace, the feathers and the fashions were of no conse-
quence to an earnest soul like Johnston; notwithstanding it
was no common wrench that forced him away from old asso-
ciates and relations and from the spot of many tender memories
and experiences. But he was a man ever distinguished through-
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out his whole life by deep convictions and an acute sense of
duty. A time came when he conscientiously believed it to be
his duty to leave St. Paul’s. The story of the rupture in this
old Church is now a matter of history, and need not be re-
ferred to except in the way of enforcing the point I am making
with reference to the religious life of Mr. Johnston. In 1824 a
vacancy occurred in the office of Rector in St. Paul’s. At
that time such appointments were in the gift of the Crown.
The congregation was almost unanimous that Rev. Dr. Twin-
ing should be appointed to fill the vacancy, but the home
authorities favored Dr. Willis, who was accordingly, after long
and angry protests and years of strife, duly and canonically
inducted and put in possession of all the rights and privileges
appertaining to the office. This created a split in the Church,
many submitted with an ill grace and remained, many re-
moved to St. George’s in the north end, and not a few found
themselves adrift. Mr. Johnston as I have said was strongly
attached to the Church of England. Religion with him was
not merely a Sunday matter or only a business sentiment.
It was a rule of life, more important than social ties or even
his profession, of which he was a rising member. All profes-
sional and political ambitions were as nothing compared with
the duty he owed to do what was right. In leaving St. Paul’s
he need not have left the Church, for St. George’s doors were
open to him, or if he felt constrained to leave a Church whose
government was not sufficiently democratic for him, St.
Matthew’s might have received him; but a principle was in-
volved. If an act of ecclesiastical tyranny, such as this ap-
peared to him to be, were permissible, from which there
could be no appeal or redress, what right had any body of
worshippers, what religious liberty could any one enjoy under
the sanctions of a system, appearing to him to be so arbitrary
and unfair. He was not one to take so momentous a step
suddenly, but after long wrestling he with many others of
high standing in the community, left the church and united
with a small and at that time somewhat insignificant body
of Christians; not very much known at that early period
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in the larger religious communities; but whose principles of
government and practice were in his opinion more agreeable
to scripture and the dictates of religious liberty. He be-
lieved that these people were right, and action with him al-
ways swiftly followed conviction. He threw himself heart and
soul into the Baptist Cause, and was thence forward during
the remaining half century, till the day of his death, an earnest
and devoted member of that Church. Some of us still re- .
member those Sunday morning Communion Services in Gran-
ville Street Church, when perhaps after a week of hot debate
in yonder Chamber, with the weight of political administra-
tion pressing upon him, this busy public man would be found
in his accustomed seat, or in his office of deacon would be
seen with reverent step carrying the cup and the bread in that
little Church to rich and poor alike. A writer whom Judge
Savary has quoted in his History of the County of Annapolis,
says: ‘‘In religious discussions in the Church always the
most modest and meekest of men, he nevertheless was intellec-
tually a giant. A most impressive sight it was to see this man
with talents which at the Bar and in the Legislative Halls
could hold men by the hour in speechless admiration, take
his place in meetings of the Church with the manifest humility
of one who felt himself ‘less than the least.””’ Professionally,
socially and in every other temporal respect, it will be evident
to all that he had nothing to gain but very much to lose by
leaving St. Paul’s and casting in his lot with the Baptists; and
that his action in so doing was entirely in keeping with that
trait of his character, to follow at all hazards the dictates of
conscience, and that here as always with him, action res-
ponded with sensitive exactness to every conception of duty.
I present to you therefore as of primary importance this pro-
minent feature of his character.

I will in the next place invite your attention to the same
characteristic of the man in his career as an Educationist.
Neither Howe nor Johnston were college bred men, but they were
both alive to the great advantages of a community possessing
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both the common school and the college. They both spoke on
various occasions and with great force, of the difficulties under
which the youth of the Province struggled in the race and com-
petition with the youth of other countries. The great English
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign parts, was
the first apparent agency to make any active effort to educate
the people. Efforts were afterwards made to found County
Academies and the Government of the day from time to time
made liberal grants. Large sums were also raised by the peo-
ple of the different Counties and an education committee,
consisting of a member from each County, presented to the
Legislature an elaborate report in 1836 as to the condition of
education in the Province. Acts were passed for the encourage-
ment of Common schools, but no government seemed to dare
the risk of introducing a measure in the Legislature which
would have as one of its fundamental principles the support
of schools by compulsory taxation. The country had not been
educated up to that point, the people simply would not have
it, and when Dr. Tupper with his sublime courage introduced
and carried such a measure in 1865, he knew he was taking
politically speaking his life in his hand. I advert to it now to
say that although finally carried by Dr. Tupper, Mr. Johnston
who had been previously Attorney General, gave to Mr.
Tupper his enthusiastic support and assisted in framing the
bill of 1865. I was at that time a student in Mr. Johnston’s
office, and well remember the labor he bestowed upon it.
Dr. Harding Rand, who subsequently became Superintendent
of Education and was at that time applying for the position,
and who had been a classmate with me in College, asked me to
introduce him to Mr. Johnston, on which occasion many of the
provisions of the Bill were discussed.

But it was in the higher walks of academic training that
we are to seek for the exhibition of those qualities of mind and
heart on Mr. Johnston, to which I have already referred. The
educational condition in which he found the Baptists of this
Province in 1827, convinced him of the necessity of securing
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more adequate means of wider culture and more liberal train-
ing for the rising generation of that denomination. Nearly
all of those who left St. Paul’s at the time of the trouble were
educated men, who thoroughly understood and deeply apprecia-
ted the value of a college training both in Arts and Divinity.
These with other prominent men in the denomination united
in founding Horton Academy, and there a few years after,
having obtained a Charter of Incorporation and secured the
services of eminent professors, they opened the halls of Acadia
College.

At this time party political Government was practically
unknown in the province of Nova Scotia, Howe and
Johnston were both advocates of Responsible Government.
Mr. Howe had voted for the Charter of Acadia College and
had also printed for the Baptists ‘“The Christian Messenger”’
the organ of that Body, and was supported politically by the
very large majority of that denomination. But unfortunately
a disagreement occurred. Sone financial trouble of a com-
promising nature arose between him and the proprietors of
the paper, with the result that Mr. Howe’s action was con-
demned by many of the Baptists throughout the Province.
As time went on, the breach widened, and many who had
previously been friends now declared their opposition to him.
At this juncture Mr. William Annand, acting for Mr. Howe,
who no doubt was smarting somewhat under the dissaffection
of the Baptists, introduced a Resolution in the Lower House
“commending the policy of fostering the then existing Colleges
and in favor of establishing one large and central institution
instead.” The Resolution passed by a small majority and an
agitation at once spread over the whole Province, and this
was really the unfortunate occasion when Mr. Howe and Mr.
Johnston first came into conflict. Hitherto they had loyally
worked together in the same Government and however cer-
tain these two master spirits were bound eventually to conflict,
no occasion had appeared, no question had arisen, which jus-
tified the life long political quarrel that followed. Mr. Howe's
policy of fostering one College and withdrawing the grants



72 NOVA SCOTIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

from the others was no doubt aimed principally at the Baptists,
and meant at that time the ruin of Acadia, which depended per-
haps for its very existence upon the annual grant from the
Province. The heather was on fire. Meetings were held in
different parts of the Province with varying results, but on the
whole the policy of supporting separate colleges was affirmed.
The late Mr. Israel Longworth in a paper read before this
Society, gives a humorous description of one of those meetings
held in the Township of Onslow in the year 1843. He describes
how at eleven o’clock Mr. Howe entered the Church where
the meeting was held, accompanied by George R. Young,
James F. Gray. William Annand and others, all of whom were
against denominational colleges. The two parties lined up in
the church, each party claimed the right to appoint a chairman,
and at length compromised by having two chairmen. The
meeting lasted until after dark. The majority present were
Presbyterians, but there was a goodly sprinkling of Baptists.
Mr. Young opened in favor of the one college, other lesser
lights followed, some on one side and some on the other. At
length Mr. Howe arose and spoke for two hours and things be-
gan to look bad for Acadia, when a tall commanding looking
gentleman arose in a distant part of the building, and to the
surprise of all Dr. Crawley who had been one to leave St.
Paul’s and who had not been recognized before in the crowded
house and who was a surprise to everyone, began to speak.
It was conceded by both parties that his speech was a most
powerful argument against the one college plan. It was a
gala day for the people who sat until night to hear these two
great speakers deliver assault and counter assault, until in the
darkness a vote was taken outside on the green, when there
appeared to be a small majority against the one college. Re-
ferring to this encounter with Dr. Crawley, Mr. Howe at one
time, when repelling the charge of cowardice in not meeting
Dr. Tupper at a certain place, replied that if he had not been
afraid to meet Dr. Crawley, one of the ablest men in his walk
of life he had ever encountered, he was not likely to fear any
passage at arms with Dr. Tupper.
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We are not concerned at this late date to enquire who
was right or who was wrong, we are dealing with certain fea-
tures in the characters of Mr. Johnston and his associates, as
illustrated in the leading pari they took in the founding and
support of Acadia College. This Institution, its object and
design were unique, its founders purposed not only to lay the
foundations deep and broad in the elements of a wide scholastic
culture, but they did not forget the more important obliga-
tions of religion and morality. Nothing could better illus-
trate the Christian motives that guided Johmston through life,
than the part he took in fostering this Institution. The dis-
pute in his judgment was not so much one as to State colleges
versus denominational colleges, or as to large colleges versus
small colleges but rather as it was then popularly, and not
quite correctly, called Godless colleges versus Christian col-
leges. Mr. Johnston would not I am certain style any of
the institutions then or now existing here as Godless, but the
epithets furnish us with the antagonistic ideas then preva-
lent in the minds of many. Acadia College, as its founders
intended, was essentially a religious institution, no central
undenominational college could exactly take its place. It
stood then for what it has always stood for, what it stands
for today and probably always will stand for, an institution
in which the influence of religion, not necessarily as a part
of its curriculum, not necessarily denominational but in some
shape or another should never if possible be absent from it
as a college community. It's supporters have always delighted
to call it the ‘“Child of Providence.” Revivals of religion
have at intervals marked its history from its founding to
the present. In the day of small things, the women worked
with the men to earn funds for its support, so that Mr.
Howe once in referring to the possibility of the withdrawal of
the public grant from the College, in the House of Assembly,
exclaimed in his humurous manner: ‘‘You may withdraw
your public money but there will be more socks and mittens
knit on the hills of Wilmot, more tubs of butter made, more
fat calves killed, and more Missionary travellers sent through
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the country; and Acadia College, will still stand on the hill-
side of Horton in spite of the withdrawal of your grants.”
The point I am making is stated very concisely by Dr. Trotter,
a former president of the college. A number of us who were
in favor of the amalgamation of all the Maritime colleges,
had been endeavouring to bring Acadia into the scheme.
Some correspondence elicited from the President a public
letter, from which I quote. He did not object to the prin-
ciple of amalgamation but showed how utterly impossible it
was for Acadia, with its ideals of a Baptist College, to join us.
Afterreferring to the different kinds of university life, he says:—
“Acadia represents a fourth type. It has now no State con-
nection but depends for its support upon the voluntary prin-
ciple. While embracing in its curriculum all the studies of
the secular college, it provides that the work shall be done
under distinctly Christian auspices. It is not denominational
in the sense of inculcating denominational tenets, but only
in the sense of being controlled by a Christian denomination.
Its founders and supporters proceed upon the fundamental
assumptions common to all Evangelical Christians, and
believe that the broadest and highest education will take
cognizance of these. They believe that that is the truest
system of education, which in its study of man, of nature,
of God, of the present and the future, has its windows wide
open to the Light. In such a college the Christian element
is not a permitted and incidental, but a characteristic and
vital element. The student is regarded as a being moral and
spiritual, as well as intellectual, whose spiritual attitudes and
relationships constitute the determinative factor in his life,
for time and eternity. It is believed that the spiritual will
no more take care of itself than will the intellectual. The
Christian College therefore seeks to organize and conduct
a type of education, which shall recognize and appeal to the
student in his wholeness, and shall aim to correlate the mani-
fold elements of his nature, and whatever increase of learning
and power may come to him, in accordance with Christian
ideals. In harmony with this Christian conception, the
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governors of such a college are elected, its professors are
chosen, its curriculum is framed, its daily life is organized and
directed, and its atmosphere determined.”

‘It is not surprising that all men do not feel alike as to the
importance of the ideal, but it unquestionably embodies
the fundamental obstruction in the case of the Baptists, when
asked to let Acadia go, and to merge their work in that of a
general institution such as would be possible in an amalgamated
scheme.” Such were the precise views of Mr. Johnston,
such was the ideal of a college of men, who like Johnston,
Crawley, Nuttilg, Manning, and others founded this insti-
tution in 1828.

I am not their appologist, they may have been narrow
minded and petty in their conceptions of educational training,
we are not discussing that, but none will deny that they car-
ried into their educational work the same conscientious con-
victions of religious liberty, the same paramount sense of
moral obligation and fidelity to the truest Christian ideal, as
I have depicted above in respect to Johnston. And that is
the exact point in Mr. Johnston’s character, which in my
judgment must ever be estimated and thoroughly understood,
as well as those other brilliant qualities upon which the reader
of his works must love to dwell.

I now turn to his labors-in that great profession which he
loved, and all through his life adorned. Let us consider him
as a. Jurist.

A few days ago I was looking over some old law books which
bore his name, and had evidently come down to me from his
library, through his son with whom I was for a time associated
in partnership. They were text books, not reports, old, and
perhaps never consulted now, but rich in legal principles and
invaluable a century ago. I was struck with his annotations
running through the books in his never to be forgotten hand-
writing, evidencing that the book had not been casually con-
sulted as a reference, but had been read and studied in course
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by one who read and studied for the love of it, and in pursuance
of fixed methods; and this must have been in his younger days
before the pressure of professional engagements made such
deliberate study impossible. There were no law schools in
those days, and those who hoped to master the learning and
principles of law had to do it by individual labor and patient
study. There are few if any, now living, who were the wit-
nesses of his great forensic efforts. I can recall but few of his
addresses to the jury or his arguments before the full Bench,
but long before I entered his office, as a student, his name was
a household word throughout the Province, and suitors believed
that if they could only secure his services they were safe.
Mr. Arthur Calnek of Annapolis, who knew him well, in a
published memoir in 1884 says of him:—*‘As a lawyer he had
few equals either in the knowledge of the principles of law or in
the practice of it as then administered,” and he describes a
celebrated trial at Annapolis, known as Morse vs. Nugent, in
which Johnston was counsel for Plaintiffs and Lawrence O’
Connor Doyle for Defendant. Judge Savary who also knew
him well says of him in his History of Annapolis:—*‘‘Perhaps
I ought to say that in 1834 he was reputed to be the ablest
lawyer and most accomplished public man of that day in the
Province.” Heresay evidence of the legal accomplishments
of a man long removed from the stage of public life, may not
always be reliable and conclusive, but when we consider that
Johnston was selected by Sir Colin Campbell from among a
number of eminent lawyers then at the Bar, to be his legal ad-
visor in 1834, that his reputation has come down to us through
the intervening years, that his services were sought for in all
the leading trials of the day, that he held briefs in all the
country circuits and was leading counsel in many suits that
have become historic, are evidences of contemporaneous op-
inion as to his standing and eminence at the Bar of his native
Province. But I must not omit‘ one rather extraordinary
piece of testimony lately come to#ms. I would like to quote
to you the words of the Hon. A. B. Aylesworth, the late Minister
of Justice in the Laurier Cabinet, when speaking in this City
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on the Fisheries Dispute before the Hague Tribunal. ‘‘The
question of the right of the United States fishermen to fish
in the Bays and Inlets along the sea coasts of Canada was to be
ascertained from a document as to the construction of which
and around it diplomatic disputes for a long time hovered,
but which Mr. Aylesworth claimed was reasonably clear to
anyone but a Lawyer. The interpretation put upon it by the
United States was that it did not exclude their fishermen from
any of the larger Bays in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick or
Quebec. Large Bays like the Bay of Fundy, were in the centre
of an open sea, they held. This was a right they had never
renounced they said, as it was free to all nations. In 1836 the
Nova Scotia Legislature, a pioneer in the field of legislation,
passed the Acts (6 William 4 Chapter 8) by which regulation
of the fisheries within the territorial waters of Nova Scotia
was enunicated and defined. Then came an outcry from the
States that it was these small pestiferous Colonies that caused
all the trouble, doing things that Great Britian would have
never thought of doing. That said the speaker was almost the
tone of the diplomatic correspondence of that day. It was
pointed out to them, that that was practically a repetition of a
British Statute, and the contention was held by them, that the
centre of these large Bays was open sea. Prolonged diplo-
matic correspondence followed. One of your great men, said
Mr. Aylesworth, afterwards Judge Johnston, occupied the seat
of Attorney General. No one can fail to recognize his great
ability as a lawyer on perusing the State papers he prepared.
The opinion of the Crown’s legal advisers in Great Britain
supported Attorney General Johnston’s contention that from
all Bays of Nova Scotia the United States was excluded.
Finally in 1844 the British Government suggested a means
of settlement. It was proposed to Nova Scotia that the Bay
of Fundy might be given up, if the others were secured to us.
Attorney General Johnston maintained that the making of
such a consession would only encourage the States to stand more
firmly on their claim. The concession, however, was prac-
tically made by Great Britain and the Bay of Fundy, has so
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been treated ever since. It is gratifying to Nova Scotians
that the principle laid down more than half a century ago by
J. W. Johnston in its relation to the point of Supreme impor-
tance, namely the question of Sovereignty over the large bays
on the coasts, was affirmed by the Hague Tribunal in almost
the express words of the great Nova Scotian lawyer. The
contention which he submitted as far back as 1840 laid the
foundation for the decision which has made the ‘“headland
theory’’ a very practical reality. The settlement of this
question is of capital importance to us in these Provinces,
because it establishes that our contentions were right and
secures for all time, let us hope, property in and control of the
bays and inlets along our coast.”

I now come to the last and perhaps, in the opinion of many
the most prominent feature in the portraiture I am endeavor-
ing to present, namely, his political career.

There had been when Johnston entered politics a House
of Assembly for eight years, and a Council from the days of
Cornwallis. The powers of the Assembly and indeed of the
Council were somewhat uncertain. Chief Justice Belcher, a
lawyer of great learning, had in 1755 called the attention of
the Lords of Trade, to an important constitutional question,
as to the right of the Governor and Council to make laws for
the Province, without an Assembly of Representatives to assent
to the same. The question was referred by the Home Govern-
ment to Her Majesty’s Attorney and Solicitor General for
their opinion, who decided that the Governor and Council
alone were not authorized to make laws. The scheme for an
Assembly after some delay was finally completed and received
the assent of the Home authorities and the first Assembly
met on the 7th of October, 1758.

Considering this early date, it is not a matter of surprise
that the early Representatives were not as a rule men of over
average intelligence and wealth. The principle of responsi-
bility was not then generally understood or claimed, settle-
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ments in the Province were few and it took time to create
and develop a healthy public opinion. There were at times
very great destitution and distress, and English public opin-
ion was not over favorable to conditions in this Province.
Mr. Duncan Campbell in his History of Nova Scotia® quaintly
described the situation as given in a letter from a Dr. Peters,
in London to Rev. Jacob Bailey, who appears to have arrived
in Halifax nine years before, in considerable destitution.
Dr. Peters says in this letter: ‘“This will reach you by the
grace of Dr. Seabury, Bishop of Connecticut, who will wait
on you and give you his benediction, of more value to you
than mine and 26 Right Rev. Lord Bishops. His certificate
will be of great service to you at St. Peter’s gate, who will
admit you at sight of it into Heaven, without touching at
Purgatory because that you have resided in Nova Scotia
nine years, which must have purged and sweated you.” But
all comers were not in so bad a case as Mr. Bailey. On the
declaration of Independence, vast numbers of Loyalists came
to these shores. Many of them had been men of high standing
and intelligence in their homes in the States, who brought
with them popular ideas of Government, and who began as
the years went on to make their influence felt in the House
of Assembly. And even before Mr. Howe's time, the Legis-
lature was not altogether a bed of roses, for a power was being
introduced into Provincial Politics which was destined to
revolutionize public opinion and present methods of Govern-
ment. There were men who were not satisfied with the theory
of Government as then existing. It was not alleged that
there was corruption, but they claimed that the people who
paid the taxes and voted the money, should have a finger in
the pie of administering it. This as I have said, was working
in the minds of the people before Joseph Howe. arose. Dr.
Saunders says that Howe himself acknowledged that he got
his first clear conception of Responsible Government from a
Pictou man. But it is to the credit of Mr. Howe that the
correct theory of Government was gradually and finally made
clear to the people. This man of remarkable ability and
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clear insight into things led a crusade personally, and through
the paper he conducted, against the Government as then
constituted.

There were three evils for reform:—

ist. That the Council should open its doors and let the
people know what they were doing.

2nd. That the people of all creeds and public interests
should have proportionate representation there.

ard. That the Government should be responsible to the
people as represented in the Assembly.

The cry of equal rights to all was ringing in the air, blood
was being shed over it in the Upper Provinces, New Bruns-
wick had fallen into line, and the indomitable spirit of English
liberty and ideals of Government was raising an angry voice
in the Assembly.

So much for the Assembly. Let us now turn for a moment
to the other branch of the Legislature, the Council. This
body was composed of many of the heads of the first families
in the City. They or their predecessors had sat there since
the days of Cornwallis. It was admitted they had governed
well, as well as an aristocracy, for it was practically a govern-
ment by aristocracy notwithstanding the Assembly, could
do. This was the Council of Twelve,—‘‘twelve respectable
old ladies” as the Reformers used to call them. They sat
with closed doors, they were to some extent a family compact,
and his Lordship the Bishop, and his Lordship the Chief
Justice, lent no little of solemn dignity and importance to the
august body. But there were men clamoring at their closed
doors even before Mr. Howe arrived on the scene. Alexander
Stewart, an exceedingly well learned and clever lawyer, after-
wards Master of the Rolls, and whose life by his Lordship,
the present Chief Justice is found in the bound proceedings
of this Society, Lawrence O'Connor Doyle and other men in



JAS. W. JOHNSTON, FIRST PREMIER UNDER RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 81

the Assembly were loudly calling upon them to open their
doors, admit the public and let a little new blood into the
venerable body. I need not delay over this stage of the
fight, sufficient to say that the happy family in 1838 was
broken up, and two Councils created instead of one, the Exe-
cutive composed of twelve members and the Legislative
having nineteen.members.

Mr. Johnston who four years before this had been appointed
Solicitor General, a non-political officer, was now invited by
Sir Colin to take a seat in both Councils. Mr. Johnston had
no ambition for politics, the idol of his life was his profession;
but there came to him as there often comes to strong men,
who are wanted in the battle of life, a time when they are
required, perhaps greatly against their will, to gird on their
armor and go forth into the contest, and so it was with John-
ston. Let me quote a paragraph on this point from his great
speech at Mason Hall: ‘It was not my wish, he says, to
engage in politics. From deliberate choice I have abstained
from seeking a seat in the Assembly, though occasions offered
when I had no apprehensions about my success. My pro-
fessional engagements gave full. employment to my time.
My happiness I sought and found in the bosom of my family.
When His Excellency, in forming the new Council, (that is
the Legislative Council), required my services, I felt it my duty
to obey and submitted to him the mode of disposing of those
services.” But the Governor required his services as legal
adviser in the Executive Council as well, and at length after
much persuasion he entered Sir Colin’s Government.

Mr. Johnston’s services had never been more needed than
during this and the following years. The old Council without
the best of grace had yielded bit by bit. It was no doubt
exasperating to the Reformers to be put off from time to time,
to have as favors, not rights, doled out to them grudgingly,
compelling angry encounters on the floors of the House, pe-
titions to the Crown and frequent delegations to Downing

Street; but outsiders were at last beginning to get a fairer
6
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show in the constitution of the Council, the doors of which
were now open. But the contest was not ended, much had
been gained but the Government was not yet responsible to
the people. Mr. Howe's oft repeated challenge was ‘“Why
not trust British subjects on the west as well as on the east
side of the Atlantic, The British Cabinet was responsible to the
House of Commons, let Nova Scotians have the rights of
Englishmen.”

The phrase ‘‘Responsible Government’’ in the 1839’s and
1840’s became the great rallying cry of the Reform Party in
Nova Scotia. The principle itself had been growing every-
where in England’s Colonies. It was in the air. It had come
to get itself recognized and applied in some shape or another,
just as British liberty and British ideals of government have
always found their way into every English speaking country.
If there had been no Joseph Howe or James W. Johnston,
Responsible Government nevertheless at the appointed time,
would have duly appeared. Both these men agreed in the Prin-
ciple, but they differed in the application of it, and their re-
spective attitudes is somewhat a little confusing. I think the
difficulty often lay with the Home Government. That the
English principle of Responsibility should be made applic-
able to the Colonies seemed to English Statesmen a startling
proposition, considering the different conditions of the res-
pective Countries. They could not and would not concur
in any such dangerous doctrine as that Responsibility, as
they had it in England, should be conceded to the Colonies,
and therefore, it was only reasonable that Colonial Governors,
and to a certain extent, Colonial Ministers, should have been
affected with the same political sentiment. This must always
be kept in mind in judging of Mr. Johnston’s action as Ad-
viser of Sir Colin Campbell. Mr. Johnston looked at the
question from within from the standpoint of English authority.
Mr. Howe from outside, from the standpoint of the people.
But Lord Durham’s Report in 1838 took an opposite view from
that of the English authorities and revolutionized to a con-
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siderable extent the ideas at the Colonial Office. Doubtless,
things became somewhat confused, and the demand of the Re-
formers that they should have Responsible Government, as
it was enjoyed in England, began to have greater force and
reason. Besides this there seems to have been some blame
attachable to all three of the parties. In the first place, the
Home Government had changed its policy and thus to a cer-
tain extent, misled its Colonial Officials. In the next place,
Sir Colin and his advisers had interposed perhaps unnecessary
delays in the Reforms demanded, and lastly the Assembly
exhibited excessive impatience because their demands were not
instantly granted. Reading the history of this political con-
troversy today, without the blinding prejudices of those years,
I am at a loss to understand how simple differences of opinion
on a political question like this among a circle of intelligent
men, could degenerate into acrimonious and often violent
disputes. A little patience here, a little less stubborness there
a little more foresight and a little less of ambitious craving
would have gone far to still the tempest of the hour.

I am afraid too, that the differences between Howe and
Johnston, the keen rivalry that undoubtedly existed, were too
often personal rather than a difference of judgment on a
question of public policy. The two men were so differently
moulded and looked on life and Government from such different
standpoints, that they were bound to clash over something,
and thus their antagonisms continued long after the original
causes of difference had passed away.

Mr. Johnston's sympathies as well as his theory of Govern-
ment, whether civil, religious or political were largely demo-
cratic. His Friendship with people of every class, high and
low, were of the most cordial and hearty character. Neverthe-
less he was not as popular with the masses as was Mr. Howe.
Many things contributed to this. His refinement of manner
and culture together with his social position would be
easily taken as marks of a social exclusiveness though very
erroneously so, so with his strict religious habits—so with
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his temperance princples for he was a life long abstainer at a
time when the habits of temperance were not as marked as
now. And one of the great cries against him in his first election
was that he was a lawyer and many would ask what good can
come from such source. He had been educated with tender
care, his training had been conducted in select circles. He
was connected with the most influential families in the city.
All this would not be calculated, to say the least, to make him a
popular hero. Then he had not travelled through the country
much: had not been accustomed to live with the people,
entering into their sympathies and pursuits. He did not un-
derstand the knack of capturing them in this way and if he
had was not the man to descend to the task of doing it.
Although he wasa Baptist and it was said had at one time pro-
phesied that Churchmen would live to see the grass grow on
St. Paul’s door steps, yet I suspect that when Sir Colin induced
him to enter the Council the Episcopalians received him with
open arms. This would not help him much in certain circles—
circles in which they were accustomed to say, ‘‘Oh this is the
man Sir Colin delights to honor.”” But although he had thous-
ands of kind hearted friends and supporters among them and
studied their interests too, with a zeal quite as great as that of
any other public man of the day he could not exactly be called
a man of the People. The truth is many of the public regarded
him as and persistently called him a ‘“Tory’’ although he in-
variably disclaimed the honor.

Mr. Howe was different. There was a great social gulf
fixed between these two men. Howe was distinctively a
man of the people and a born leader. He had been educated
as I have said in a newspaper office, He had learned through
his paper to catch the ear of the public. He had travelled
throughout the Province wherever his paper had gone or he
could make it go, had sympathized with the people, had won
their sympathy and had a wonderful faculty for gauging public
sentiment. From the day of his trial for libelling the Magis-
trates on through the most of his political career, he could under-
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stand and handle men, to use a common phrase, as very few
public men could do. It was gall and wormwood to this man
that what he believed to be an irresponsible aristocracy,
should rule, notwithstanding the voice of the people was pro-
testing against it. I have read many eulogies and many
adverse criticisms of his character and many of them perhaps
are just, for he undoubtedly laid himself open not infrequently
to such criticism but we will not stop nor is it our object to
investigate. However, let me say this, that any man, who at
the age of 31, and without any previous training in the art of
public speaking, could for six hours address a Court and Jury
on an indictment for libel, without any legal assistance, and
capture a verdict of acquittal, and that too in face of an ad-
verse charge from the presiding Judge, was no ordinary man,
and let me say further, that any public man who could in the
stormy political field of those days command the allegiance
of the many stalwart political adventurers and able men of the
party, of which he was leader, must have been a man, not for-
getting all his mistakes and blunders, of great political ability.
His public speeches and letters will ever be a monument more
lasting perhaps than the very worthy one erected in the south
area of this square.

It must be remembered that Mr. Johnston, although in-
clined to be democratic in his theory of government, whether
civil, religious or political, could not be altogether unaffected
by the often insensible influence of social and family relation-
ships. He was never haughty. In religious exercises he was
marked by the mien of humility. His friendships with peo-
ple of every class high and low, were of the most cordial and
hearty character. He had a heart as tender and appealing as
a woman’s. Nevertheless, to many he really seemed to live at
a distance from the people. Although he loved the social
religious intercourse of the men and women who went up to the
Granville Street Church, there was a something that in some
way seemed to stamp him as different from other men and
marked the instincts of birth.
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Let us then understand and frankly acknowledge the plain
fact. Howe was demanding Government by the people and
for the people, as they had it in England. Why was it not at
once conceded? It was not only because Johnston was a
Conservative, and Conservatism with him meant judicious
delay, clear and concise instructions from England, but the
fact was he was afraid of Mr. Howe and hisinflammatory me-
thods. They seemed to him to be threatening to injure if
not destroy the chances of a real and salutary Reform. He
took his stand on this:—*Do not let us be rash, let patience
have its perfect work. The English constitution was not made
in a day, much less can you expect ours to be. Let it be our
task to train our people gradually up to a full enjoyment of a
British subject’s rights.” But there is no doubt that the pub-
lic mind became irritated and that Mr. Howe, if he had not
been loyal to British supremacy, might have made trouble.
Then fortunately came Coalition. Mr. Howe and others of
the opposition joined the Government, and with them came
Responsible Government, and peace spread its white wings
over the troubled waters.

The Coalition seems to have been the fruit of the efforts
of a distinguished Statesman, Charles Poulett Thompson,
who had been successful as a mediator between the contending
factions in the other Provinces, in bringing about and establish-
ing the principle of the Responsibility of the executive to the
lower Branch.

This clever man was at the time the Governor-General of
the Provinces. He, like Lord Durham, was desirous of hear-
ing all sides, of sifting opposing statements, of bringing oppos-
ing elements together, and calmly and judicially laying down
grounds of common interest between rival parties. Points
of agreement were emphasized, concessions, asked for in things
non-essential and insuperable difficulties postponed for adjust-
ment to a future occasion, with the result thabharmony was
established between the two Branches of the Leglslature
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But I suspect that the Peace was after all a kind of armed
neutrality, and although for three years Mr. Howe served in
the Government led by Mr. Johnston, everyone could see that
he nevertheless fretted and chafed the while. The truth was
he was not born to follow another leader. Then came the end
of it. The Coalition died a natural death and two parties
came into being over its mortal remains, the Liberal led by
Howe and the Conservative led by Johnston. This was in

1843.

It was a joyful hour for Howe when he got rid of the en-
tanglements of the Coalition Scheme and was himself again.
It was then he recalled the couplet to his “Old Arm Chair”
from which he could again in editorial sanctum dash off the
wildest and sometimes the most daring editorials. Let me
quote from his own words;—'‘Thus hampered he says, it was
impossible that we could continue to wield a bold impartial
pen. Accustomed as we had been to plain speaking and in-
dependent action we could wield no other. Thank Providence
we are once more unfettered and free to call things by their right
names and exhibit men in their true character, independent
of the trammels of honorary or official station. For three
years and a half our individuality was lost and we sometimes
doubted our own identity; we were part of a nine stringed
instrument, which sometimes produced harmonies, and some-
times discord, but in which there was no clear ringing tone,
either modified or subdued. But now like a lark, we can
rise on our own wing, and pour forth our own strains, rejoicing
in a sense of freedom that we have not felt for years.”

In this year, 1843, Lord Falkland, who had succeeded
Sir Colin Campbell as Governor of Nova Scotia, suddenly
dissolved the House of Assembly, and a writ for a new election
was issued. The dissolution took place in Mr. Howe's absence
in the Country and perhaps without his knowledge or advice,
and no little comment was provoked by such an important
Cabinet decision being taken in the absence of an adviser
of His Excellency. But Mr. Johnston saw with prophetic



88 NOVA SCOTIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

vision that Responsible Government having been established,
and party Government imminent, the prevailing point of
influence in the Legislature was being shifted from the Council
to the Assembly, that it required a strong hand in the Lower
House to meet the attacks of a man like Mr. Howe, and great
was the surprise in the country when it was suddenly an-
nounced that Mr. Johnston had boldly resigned his seat in
the Council and was offering as a candidate to the electors
of the County of Annapolis, for election, to represent them
in the House of Assembly.

The election was duly held; Mr. Johnston was returned
by a large majority, and when the new House met, the two
parties were found to be nearly equally divided, Mr. Johnston
having a majority of one. He conducted the Government,
however, for the succeeding four years, greatly to the aston-
ishment and disgust of the Reformers, but in the next general
election in 1847, his Government was defeated.

Twice afterwards he was returned to power, until the
year 1864, when he took his seat on the Supreme Court Bench,
as Judge in Equity.

Speaking in a general way, Mr. Johnston's position in the
political History of this Province seems to be this; He was a
Conservative, not a radical, not a puller down or leveller, not
aggressive, other people sometimes thought they saw abuses
where he did not, and when he did see such, his methods for
remedying them were Conservative, not radical. He was
eminently constructive, and his chief study was to benefit his
country by measures of practical utility. His speeches were
models of practical eloquence, in which the flowers of rhetoric
and studied flights of imagination gave way to the greater
matters involving principles of true statesmanship. His
fame as an orator was probably not so widespread, either with-
in or beyond the limits of his country as was Mr. Howe’s.
This is not to be wondered at. Howe’s whole life, practically
speaking, was devoted to Politics. He was a most accom-
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plished student in that school, and a long political life, es-
pecially in those days, and especially for one who ever made
literature and study the hand-maid to his chosen profession,
taken with his very great natural endowments, easily made
him one of the first public speakers of the day both at home
and abroad, and a man thoroughly qualified for a successful
political career.

Mr. Johnston’s oratory was naturally forensic, argument-
tative, deliberate, innocent of the light play and raillery that
brightened many of Mr. Howe’s addresses, yet rising at times
to flights of impetuous eloquence, especially when moved by
special circumstances, appealing to the more sensitive emo-
tions of his nature; and anon wielding a weapon polished
and keen as a Damascus Blade,—an antagonist that few de-
baters cared to confront or trifle with. But we are not com-
paring the two. Some of Mr. Johnston’s greatest speeches
were addressed to a Jury, or Bench of Judges, an arena of
course where Mr. Howe did not appear. One of Mr. John-
ston’s finest speeches was made in the old Academy Hall at
Acadia, on the occasion of an anniversary. It was the first
time I heard him, but being then only fourteen years old, 1
have to rely upon tradition rather than my memory or judg-
ment, but not one of us boys I venture to say, ever forgot the
man or the oration we saw and heard that day. I repeat the
wish that some one would take in hand the publication of
those speeches delivered both on the floor of Parliament
and in the different parts of these Provinces.

Mr. Johnston's legal training had no doubt fitted him for
meeting and dealing with the great and practical interest of
properly governing a country, a point in which he had no
superior if equal in any government of the day. Accordingly
we find that during the years he led the Government much
useful and highly important legislation was placed upon the
Statute Book. One of the first Official acts was the intro-
duction and passing of the Simultaneous Polling Act, which
provided for the holding of elections on one and the same day.
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Previously, the vicious practice had obtained of moving the
polls around from place to place, involving loss of time, much
expense, and which was far worse encouraging habits of row-
diness, intemperance and bribery. Then came the Counties’
Incorporation Act and many other measures of importance.
One of his greatest political acts during his administration
was the settlement of the difficulties with the General Mining
Association, who as assignees of the Duke of York, to whom
they had been granted, claimed the exclusive right to the Mines
and Minerals of Nova Scotia, and who by virtue thereof pos-
sessed a practical monopoly of the coal trade. After a protrac-
ted negotiation a compromise was effected, and an agreement
entered into by which the General Mining Association ceded
to the Government all their right and title to the unworked
mines and minerals. Thus was a grievance of .long standing
amicably settled, and the right to the great wealth hidden
in the bowels of the earth secured to the people of Nova Scotia.

It would not be right for me to close this paper without
reference to the active part Mr. Johnston took in the Confed-
eration of the British Provinces in Canada. Both he and Mr.
Howe had been enthusiastic advocates of some scheme of union
for these Provinces, and had advocated it, both on the floors
of the Legislature and on public platforms. A writer, whose
biographical sketch of Johnston’s is before me, described his
speech in 1854 in the House of Assembly, when introducing a
resolution on the subject as one which for breadth of conception,
deep research, fervent patriotism and glowing eloquence has
rarely been equalled, and which by many has been considered
his greatest effort.

I could go at very great length into much more of the work
he accomplished for the benefit of his Country, although very
much of this is fast passing a\xway from the public mind or is
already forgotten; but as I have already said this paper is
not intended as a history of the man or his times, but only a
sketch of a lofty character that belongs to us and which we
greatly prize; though he himself be long removed from the
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scenes of his illustrious career. I have not attempted a com-
parison between him and any of his contemporaries, much less
his great contemporary, Howe. He seems to me to stand
apart from them all, unique in character, impossible of com-
parison ; hardly a man you would expect to covet the honor of
grapling with the exigencies of Colonial Politics, and who did
not originally as a matter of fact covet such honor, as I have
shown. I think of him rather as an English jurist or an emi-
nent English Statesman in the massiveness of his character,
the incorruptible integrity and intellectual strength of the
man, who like many an English Jurist had fought well and
fairly in the struggles of his day before being called to the
highest post of honor.

Notwithstanding their antagonisms I think these two
men liked each other as two worthy foemen should do after
nearly a quarter of a century of warfare. When Mr. Howe died
I wrote to Mr. Johnston who was then in the South of France,
acquainting him with the fact. In due course I received a
reply which I have mislaid, but recalling much of the past and
speaking in terms almost of affection of him who was gone.
Likewise Mr. Howe frequently spoke in terms of respect and
admiration of his great opponent, and in referring to the fact
that on the death of S. G. W. Archibald, Mr. Johnston who was
then the Premier, and had in his hands the gift of filling the
‘office of Master of the Rolls, relinquished his right and gave
it to Mr. Stewart, Mr. Howe used these words:—*‘‘Mr. Johnston
might have been on the Bench. I cannotbut admire the con-
sistency with which he has maintained his opinions at every
personal hazard.”

The History of these parties and their leaders is a long story
covering many years, involving many changes, victory perch-
ing now on the banners of the one and anon on those of the
other, until in their old age, having faithfully served their
Country in many different capacities, these two old warriors
lay down to their last rest.
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As Justin McCarthy exclaimed in the words of Shakespeare
while recalling the death of Lord Palmerston, ‘“Unarm Eros the
long day'’s task is done and we must sleep.”

I well remember the Sunday morning in 1873 when Joseph
Howe laid down to his last sleep in the venerable house that
had been the home of England’s Governors and Generals for
almost a century and, as if the tragedy were not complete,
James W. Johnston himself, hastening from the South of
France, when summoned to fill the same honorable post,
passed peacefully away only a few weeks later, on the shores
of England, far from the scenes of his labors, his triumphs and
his splendid life work.

Who shall not say of these great men, “after life’s fitful
fever, they sleep well.”
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NOTES HISTORICAL AND OTHERWISE OF THE NORTHERN
DISTRICT OF QUEENS COUNTY.

By R. R. McLEOD, M. A.
(Read before the N. S. Historical Society, March 11th, 1902.)

The Northern District to-day consists of the following
villages and hamlets:—South Brookfield, North Brookfield,
Pleasant River, Caledonia, West Caledonia, Whiteburne,
Devonshire, Hibernia, Harmony, Kempt, portions of Grafton
and Northfield, Delong Settlement, Westfield, Rosette and
Greenfield. With the exception of the latter village, these
localities are continuous settlements, farm adjoining farm
throughout. The population is about two thousand. The
people are farmers and lumbermen for the most part. As a
rule their circumstances are comfortable. There are schools
in plenty, and ample accommodations for public worship.
Denominationally the ground is covered by Baptists, Method-
ists, Roman Catholics, Free Baptists, Congregationalists,
Episcopalians. QOutside of this there are a few scattering
heretics, the mavericks of the herd, who have never been
rounded up, just enough of them to exemplify what Burns
calls the ‘‘glorious privilege of being independent,” and never
feel the loop of a lariat tickle their horns or their hoofs.

This paper will be like wine, the longer it is kept the greater
will be its value. If some person five hundred years hence
could pull it out of a hiding place covered with the dust and
cobwebs of time, he might learn how a little Anglo Saxon com-
munity in Nova Scotia was founded in the beginning of the nine-
teenth century; he could see how the swarm broke away from
the parent hive in a natural manner, and got into other lodge-
ment, and set up housekeeping for itself. I am very well
persuaded that no such purpose awaits this production. Very
likely it will go no further than your ears, and not so far as that
unless you graciously lend them.
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With the invitation to read a paper on this occasion was a
suggestion that I take up some feature of Queens County
history. I make this explanation to clear myself of any sus-
picion of partiality for this region that happens to be my
birth-place. I am not so much wrapped up in the notion of its
importance as Donald MacDonald, of Prince Edward Island,
who informed his Boston employer that he came from ‘‘the
Island.” “What Island?” was the query. Hotly replied
Donald—‘‘What other Island is there but Prince Edward
Island?”

The subject at present is not calculated to arouse more than
a slender interest, and I charge myself with a measure of folly
for quitting my cosy fireside to come here with a story about
a few families who challenged the untamed wilderness, and
made the small district of North Queens. In fact, my appear-
ance here is a good natured response to a kind invitation, rather
than a proof of any confidence in my packet of rustic trinkets.
Said Pliny, ‘“‘Nothing so paltry as man.” There is truth
enough in this remark to make one feel that perhaps a much
larger community of people might not afford me a finer field
for historic notes. National annals are dismal reading.
Bloody battles, weak kings, and wicked courts, are the staple
of historians.  One lays down their books with a feeling that
all the finest sentiments have been assulted. There is some
consolation to be found in the fact that historical writers,
with rare exceptions, do not tell us how the common people,
the real nation, has lived, and hoped, and struggled for right-
eousness sake. They do not introduce us to the historic and
virtuous scenes wherein the national life is kept sweet enough to
counteract the evil influences of royal rascals, and all the de-
grading effects of unscrupulous ambitions and city slums.

The historian devotes whole pages to a court intrigue that
from beginning to end was a lurid performance of iniquity; in
the same space he might have told us how were ordered the
households, far away in the country villages, where historic
virtues are the commonplace affairs of life amid poverty and
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privations. These communities of boorish people who seem
“brother to the ox,” are after all the foundation factor of the
nation, they are indispensable, they preserve the proprieties
and principles that are freely outraged where people huddle
into great cities, and push, and pull, and scramble for all man-
ner of prizes, from a crown to the rakings of the sewers. When
the cup of civic iniquity runs over then the protest comes from
the unspoiled country. Then John the Baptist speaks out
his rebuke, and forthwith his head rolls into a platter. Bunyan
drops his tinker’s tools to cry aloud, and Bedford jail is the
answer to his message. George Fox abandoned his cobbler’s
kit to proclaim the authority of the inward voice, and straight-
way the prison doors swing open to receive him. The rustic
virtues are in some way gotten into a kind of sinking fund to be
used for the general good. In the interests of highest civiliza-
tion the city must exist. No art, nor science, nor literature,
unless men of like taste can act together along one or more of
these lines. The country is moral, it has no delicate vices,
there are no ‘‘sweet sinners’” as Father Taylor styled his son-
in-law!

Some fifty years ago the Northern District sent a Member
to the House of Assembly, one of their own raising. He wore
a homespun suit, woven by his wife, and spun by his daughters.
He could hear the Decalogue and feel no self-reproach, but at
the Governor’s table it was more than rumored that he drained
the contents of his finger bowl down his throat. He made a
few sensible useful speeches, and wrote in fairly good English.
He was unpurchasable, one could not pull him up by the roots
unless the moral law came up with him. He knew nothing of
any kind of ‘log-rolling” but the real thing in the burnt-land,
and his acquaintance with the ‘“flowing bow!l”’ began and en-
ded with this simple mishap, and yet his supporters during a
whole generation tickled and nudged each other in the ribs
over that incident, and lost sight of his valuable services long
before they ceased to laugh over a harmless incident that any
one of them might have perpetrated. I mention this matter
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to show that the rustic must observe the proprieties or his own
influence for good is put to peril, both at home and abroad.
It is not a matter of morals, but of manners. Said Davy
Crockett, “‘I reckon that people can love just as hard in the
country as they can in the city,” but that is not all. The real
elegancies of the best society have all been won, they are tro-
phies that were fought for, and not the inventions of fobs and
snobs.

I am not referring to the mere make believe tinsel of social
etiquette, the endless bowing, and scraping, and hand-kissing
antics that have not as much heart in them as the nose rubbing
salutations of savages, but I am thinking of the wholesome
regulations of well ordered homes, the social amenities, and
proper courtesies founded on good feeling, good taste, and pro-
per respect for others. These are the ‘‘wedding garments”
of the parable, the proper passport to desirable circles, and no
amount of merit in shirt sleeves can gain admission. The city
is more favorable to the evolution of these goodly products
than the backwoods, but well mannered, useful, heroic persons
arise from the most divergent conditions. Said Demosthenes,
“It is a tale brief and familiar to all, for the examples by which
you may still be happy are to be found not abroad, men of
Athens, but at home.”” The Bayards, the Sidneys, the How-
ards, the Nightingales and Garrisons are the conspicuous ex-
ponents of underlying and universal virtues that are indepen-
dent of birth, and vocation. The requirements of a gentleman

are so simple that the man who sweeps the street crossing may
fill the bill.

But for this readiness of nature to ignore the artificial dis-
tinctions, and grow her choice products on every ‘‘coign of
vantage,”’ we would as a race, still be in a state of pre-apedom.
In the city there are dangers from congestion of population,
in the country there are disadvantages from too wide separation.

One must not be too thick with moose and bear. Thereisa
shaggy unkempt side to Nature herself that one hand had not
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better loll and lallygag with overmuch, if he values the finer
fibres of his make up. Knives and forks, and combs and brushes
were never suggested by her. It is quite easy to be extravagant
in praise of the country; so we find Emerson warmly declaring
that a countryman shall be my master of revels, he who knows
what sweets and values are in the ground, the plants, the hea-
vens, and how to come at the legal enchantment, is the rich
royal man. Emerson always saw his doubt in this imaginary
rustic. Not one countryman out of every hundred is naturally
selected as a master of these revels amid the high delights of
nature. The rule is that the backwoodsman who drives his
team through woods, and meadows, and barrens, gives but
small heed to the objects and scenery about him from any but a
practical point of view. Not for him the alders shaking their
tresses in the crisp air of April, sow glistening pollen in the track
of the sunbeam, or the Rhodora in leafless bloom is breaking
into acres of blushing loveliness. Not for him the evening
star is mirrored in the wayside pool; and Orion, grand in starry
magnitudes, shoulders up the deep vault, and receives no glance
of curiosity, awe, or wonder. The contest for bread, and cloth-
ing, and shelter, takes precedence of the finer interest, while it
is true that we cannot live our highest and best on bread alone;
still we must have the bread, or there will soon be no living
of any kind. It is not only “philosophy that bakes no bread,”
but poetry, and art,and literature,and all the higher senti-
ments fail to feed these bodies of ours. When Burns breaks into
pathetic poetry over the modest crimson-tipped flower that he
buried under the sod of his plowshare, and the mouse he had
“turned out”’with the ‘‘cruel coulter’”’ from his “‘wee bit heap
of leaves and stibble,” then we know that he is a poet, and by
the same sign we know that he is not a farmer. He must get
closer to the ground than that if he is to win his bread at first
and from old Scotia’s stingy soil.

The introduction of so many inventions for agricultural
uses have given the farmers more leisure for some purposes,
and the opening up of roads, and the means of travel, are fast

7
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making the old conditions impossible. The farmers may yet
be able to break into verse over the tragedies of wild life around
them, and find the time to make acquaintance with the thrush
that sings down the sun, and the flowers that bloom in the
fields and fence corners of his goodly acres. It may be of
interest for me to here present you with a type specimen of the
older order, the vanishing race, the men who loved the soil
better than they loved mice, and daisies, and birds. He was a
near neighbor of mine, and not many years ago he reached his
three score and ten. He lived on a lone farm that he had won
from the forest. During his last days as he lay in bed, he re-
quested a neighbor attendant to bring him from a fresh plowed
field a goodly measure of the upturned furrow. Propped on
pillows, with a box full before him, he took up the fresh earth
tenderly to his toil crooked hands, pressed it, and let it go,
and gathered it again, over and over, in a silent caressing fashion
showing that he had loved this kindly soil, which he had so
long plowed and hoed, and planted and sowed, till it was
hard to part forever. That man was unacquainted with books,
he cared not much for churches, and the higher festivities of
nature about him were unheeded. He contracted no debts,
was never idle, but seemed ever so practical that no one mis-
trusted that his sentiments had taken root in the soil, and only
the wrench of parting disclosed his secret love to himself and
his acquaintances. He was no poet in the ordinary sense of the
word, but he was a successful farmer, always had some ready
cash to spare a neighbor in a pinch. He might have succeeded
in his vocation with more school learning, but the chances are
that the closer he got down to the soil he tilled, the better for
his larder and pocket book.

I am going to tell you about every day people, about the
pioneers of an hundred years ago who went to work after the
fashion of their fathers to add an increment of settled territory
to the British Empire. Their Anglo Saxon instincts guided
them well. They builded better than they knew. Like ants
and bears, and bees, when each one had acted according to his
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inclination there is an orderly result. No such home makers
as these Anglo Saxons; they will take more pains to be com-
fortable where they expect to remain a month than other men
who intended to live there for years. They are no campers,
but true children of the soil, making their houses their castles,
and determined to get some creature comforts beneath their
roofs, be they never so lowly. An Highland Scot will for a
lifetime rub his eyes in smoke that after a while finds its way
out of a ragged hole in the roof, where an Englishman would
have a fireplace, and chimney of sticks and clay if he could do
no better, and that in a single month. I am in hope that the
slender strain of highland blood in my own veins will save me
from any rough repudiation of this remark. As a proper plaster
for that wound these mountain Kelts may console themselves
that a few drops of their blood goes a long way in fertilizing the
more prosaic British strains, with poetry, dash, and vigor of
intellectual temperament. Shakespeare, Burns, Scott, Ruskin,
Carlyle, and Byron, their pedigrees soon run into the wild
glens, to be lost in the clash of claymores and clans.

Two or three years ago M. Demoulins wrote a work in
French entitled, ‘‘Anglo Saxon Superiority, to what it is due.”
This book caused a good deal of discussion, for the author was
well known, and this theme he exhaustively discussed, after a
prolonged experience among all classes of England. He makes
this statement Anglo Saxon comfort in the home is the
first consideration; he gives less to out door life, and more to
home life. He has a way of looking upon his home as the
citadel of his independance. He names it by a name which
expresses much more than his home, and which, as it has no -
equivalent in French, I cannot translate—Home. This Saxon
word evolves an idea less material and definite than our
own word ‘‘le foyer,” the hearth. It means rather the interior
arrangement, the comfort, of every day life, which is charac-
teristic of the Anglo Saxon Home; whether in the farm-
house, town dwellings, or workman’s cottage.
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Lile ancient Gaul, Queens County is divided into three
parts, and there the similitude ends. If all the Railway sur-
veys made within its boundaries were marked on a map, we
would see that it is really divided into many hundred parts,
with criss-cross lines like a checker board. Scarcely a rabbit
that has not been routed from his hiding place, or partridge
unscared from its retreat, these many years, by the axe-men
and chain-men, and the retinue of followers. By this simple
device that cost much less than a really truly Railroad, the
people over there in the woods have keenly enjoyed this im-
aginary line. One old resident of four score years, as he lost
his grip and slipped away, made the gruesome request of me
that I should look after it that his ‘“bones had a good ride on
the thing when it came;” but I suggested the properity of
securing the services of a much younger man. A young chap,
fresh from the country, with a fine conceit of himself, caught
a pick-pocket relieving him of his packet-book before he got
out of the depot, he promised to let him go if he would tell
him the reason for selecting him as a victim among so many
others. Glad of such an offer the thief replied that it was on
account of the width of his hat band. I need not make the
application of this incident. At any rate the people in the
Northern District are now quite content since they have a
fine line all the way from New Germany station to Caledonia
Corner, and it only lacks rails and locomotives and things
to make it all the heart can desire in that direction, and little
items of that kind will not be long delayed.

The three parts of Queens County are the Townships of
Liverpool and Guysborough and the undelimited region of the
Northern District. The coastis occupied by the two former
divisions. For a long time the French did a little fishing and
fur trading business in Liverpool, or in the vicinity where the
town was afterward built, but they made no settlement there.
DeMonts found in 1604 a captain Rossignal there in his vessel
trading with the Indians, and treated him in a very shabby
fashion. A lot of New Englanders from Plymouth and vi-
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cinity, for the most part, secured a Grant and began a settle-
ment there in 1760, they were excellent material for an enter-
prise of that kind. They had been well seasoned in a school of
rugged and varied experiences. A large percentage of them
were descendants of the Mayflower Pilgrims but three and four
generations removed, and say what you will to the contrary,
never went better British stuff and stamina to the building
of a colony. Writing in 1828 Haliburton says that ‘‘Liverpool
is the best built town in Nova Scotia. The houses are spacious
substantially good, and well painted, and there is an air of
neatness in the place, which distinguishes it from every town in
the Province.” You will notice that the date of their arrival,
was at the very time when the fertile and cultivated lands of the
expelled Acadians were attracting some New England settlers.
Why the proprietors of the township of Liverpool showed a
preference for that barren rock-bound region is not readily
explained. They were amply informed about the Bay Shore
and its opportunities for farming and fishing. One of their
number, Capt. Sylvanus Cobb, assisted with his vessel in carry-
ing away these unhappy people, but he built a substantial
house in Liverpool at once, and it still remains in good living
order. They may have relished the prospect of tackling a
rough proposition of that kind. If it was the sort of thing they
liked, and sought, then their wishes were surely gratified.
During some of the early winters they played havoc with the
rabbits, and tided over until the kiaks began to run in the
spring. In less than a score of years, the war of the American
Revolution came on, and what with the privateering, and other
incidents of the struggle, the sun of prosperity rose on the brave
community. They were builders of vessels, and sailed them
as fearless as Vikings. At the close of the century there was
some crowing among them. They had long ago settled the shore
in a sparse degree, and pushed up the river a couple of miles
to the Falls, that was afterwards called Milton, and they hit-
ched wheels to the fine water powers, and set the stream to
sawing boards. Thus far, next to no farming had been done-
Fishing, lumbering, shipbuilding, West India trading. and 2
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little gardening were the forms of industry that kept them in a
measurable degree of comfort. If a man wanted a garden
thereabouts he could secure it only by doing a great deal of
work. There was a superabundance of stones, great and
small, out of the ground, and in the ground, the more one dug
the more he found. There was just enough mud and gravel
to chink in among them, and hold them fast all the way down
to bed rock. Among my possessions is a Petition from cer-
tain of the inhabitants of Liverpool, more than a century ago,
addressed to the local powers, and praying that the aforetime
privileges once enjoyed directly by their pigs, and indirectly
by themselves of running at large, might be restored to them.
or all pork raising was out of the question. What a pig at
large could do towards his maintenance where he could not
get his snout under ground, and there was no great thing to
his taste out of ground, is a difficulty that comes up afresh
every time I chance to come on that time-stained document.

At any rate, after forty years, it was discovered that some
twenty-five miles to the northward, on the Port Medway
river and its tributaries, there were hills clothed in noble hard-
wood forests where in all probability good crops could be grown.

At this point I might as well tell something about the sur-
face conditions in a very general way. Like all the Atlantic
water shed the whole region is occupied by the slates and quart-
zites that had their origin in an older land, that many million
years ago was beaten into sand and mud by the invading waves
that at last wallowed over the foundations of this lost Atlantic.
Vast geocentricagencies arising from a cooling, shrinking globe
threw these strata into waves that denuding forces attacked
as they arose, sweeping away their crests, and exposing their
ante-clinal cores, in which are stored the gold mines of the
Province.

As if it were but an hour ago in comparison to the age of
these Cambrian rocks a vast ice sheet more than a mile in
depth, crawled over the land and into the sea; it was the



HISTORICAL NOTES OF QUEENS COUNTY. 103

fringe of a polar ice cap that invaded Northern America almost
to Florida, and overwhelmed all our land, and left everywhere
the evidences of its operations during thousands of years.
These evidences consist of beds of clay, gravel and sands, ledges
polished and scratched, and grooved by theirresistable glacier
and boulders transported far from their native strata. This
ice sheet was melted at last and disappeared, while all the land °
was drowned in the resulting floods. More than once it came,
with intervals of thousands of years between; and we are very
likely living in the long midsummer of an interglacial Age,
to be closed by a repetition of this overwhelming disaster, that
seems to be linked into the astronomical order of our solar
system. We need not be fidgety about this impending dis-
aster, for it must be many thousands of yearsin the future, and
all fine projects and public works may go on as if nothing of
the kind was on the cards.

It was during the closing of this epoch, that the hills of the
Northern District were made, and all the loose material there-
abouts was needed to prepare them for human use, and there
was nothing to spare for the Southern Townships that must
look to the sea for support. These gifts of the glaciers were dis-
covered by the people of Liverpool, but they seemed very far
away; twenty five and thirty miles of pathless wilderness,
much of it difficult to traverse, but all of it rough and unex-
plored. Even if one had a farm out there it was no bonanza.
There was nothing very tempting in the prospect of owning
broad acres beyond the bounds of all neighborhoods of fellow
creatures, and yet there was no lack of sturdy men from the
Southern District to enter the forest domain with the resolute
purpose of making homes for themselves. Reckoned in years
they are not far away from us, but considering the changes
in the manner of life, in this single century, they seem to belong
to a remote antiquity, and their outfit for the work in hand
was crude and insufficient, entailing many hardships unknown
to this generation. It is very difficult to realize that the men
and women who moved upon this wilderness to make conquest
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of the haunts of wild things almost within the memory of some
of us, were living before the great inventions and discoveries
of the nineteenth century that have revolutionized the world.
For love nor money not one of them could have obtained a
match, a screw auger, or a better light than a candle, not a
wire nail, a safety pin, a clothes pin, a clothes line, a cooking
stove, or Butterick’s patterns and a Ladies’ Home Journal could
be found in all the wide world! Bread-stuffs were dear, and
rum was cheap, and there seems to have been as much appe-
tite for one as the other, and yet drunkards were not at all
common. The rum was simply molasses bedevilled in the
distillery, but since then man has sought out many inventions,
and not the least of them have been the ‘‘tanglefoot,’”” and ‘‘forty
rod” whiskies, and the mysterious cocktails into which have
entered more demons than set crazy the Gadarine pigs!

Among the residents of Queens County in the closing years
of the eighteenth century was William Burke. He was not
born there. His father, Walter Burke, had come from England
with his wife, and settled in Halifax. This son was born on the
voyage across. The father was a blacksmith, and found work
in connection with naval repairs during the few years of his
life. At his death the family was broken up, and this small
boy was adopted by Mr. Samuel Mack, of Mill Village, and
grew to manhood in that respectable family. He was a skillful
hunter, a good axe man, and knew the haunts and ways of the
wild creation about him. It had been a generation since the
Indians had indulged in a scalping fray, and several families
of them were living in the outskirts of Liverpool, and Mill
Village. Burke became a favorite with them. He had
a most amiable temper, was strong and sturdy of body, and
well calculated to win their admiration and friendship. They
invited him into the northern wilderness to join their hunting
trips. They took the usual route up the Medway River. Once
in that region the white man saw what the red man could not
see. He saw opportunities to make farms, and cut timber and
build mills. His enthusiasm kindled at the prospect of making
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a home in this virgin district and the intervening hardships did
not cool his ardour.

Sixteen years before he had married Mary, a daughter of
Edward Foster of Liverpool, but formerly of New England,
where the family gave a mother to Rufus Choate, who closed
his brilliant career in this city of Halifax by a seeming chance.
Although the mother of several young children, this heroic
woman did not shrink from the proposal of her husband to be
the first settler in this new field of opportunities. She was an
admirable mate for her husband, and entered into his project
with a good will. They were scantily supplied with cash, but
richly endowed with energy, hope and courage. They were
wholesomely pious persons, given to the practice of great hos-
pitality, and every other virtue that their humble circumstances
permitted. This brave woman lived to see a flourishing com-
munity grow up from their small beginnings. Fifty-eight years
after her journey into the woods she fell asleep in her 88th year
of her long pilgrimage, outlasting her husband by a score of
years.

The location of their first home was in South Brookfield,
twenty-four miles in the most direct distance from Liverpool.
Mr. Burke departed this life in October, 1833, in the 71st year
of his age, having lived always in the esteem of all who knew
him, and a suitable monument erected by the people of the
District, is sacred to the memory of him and his devoted wife.

Within a couple of years, another settler came in the person
of James Daley, with his wife, and three or four children. He
had come to Shelburne in 1763, in the train of the loyalists from
New York. He married in Shelburne, in 1769, Clarissa Buchan-
nan, and the next year moved to Petite Riviere, and shortly to
Liverpool, and then to Port Medway where he met Mr. Burke,
and went into the new district; the name is now borne by very
worthy persons. His son Wentworth, named after the Gover-
nor, was the first child of white parentage born in this District.
He has no descendants.

-
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I cannot pretend to give the exact order, after this, in which
the settlers came, nor will I attempt to name those whose stay
was only long enough to convince them that some other corner
of the wide world would better answer their purposes. There
was a natural selection operating among them; the call came to
more than were chosen. The next was James Freeman of
Liverpool, son of Samuel Freeman, of Sandy Cove, one of the
best known proprietors of the Township. The young pioneer
had married ten years before, Hannah, a daughter of David
Barss, and with her and five children began the new life in
South Brookfield; there he made an excellent farm, and reared
a large family of useful men and women. Mr. Freeman did not
live much past middle life, but his widow long survived him,
and comes easily within my own recollection.

The call came next to Richard Carder, of Liverpool, a native
of New England, a boat builder by trade. He had married
Mary, a daughter of Lothrop Freeman and Experience Knowls.
With his wife and three or four children he pushed on beyond
Brookfield a half dozen miles to Pleasant River, where he made
a farm and reared a respectable family.

Very likely the next settler was Zenas Waterman, a native
of Kingston, Mass., who had been engaged in the battle of
Bunker Hill, on the American side of the contest. With him
came his wife Eunice Deane, a daughter of James Deane and
Hannah Atkins of Liverpool, and several children. They made
a good home, and a large family of sons and daughters settled
around them: a marked contribution to the intelligence and
energy of the District.

About this date of 1804 came Thomas Christopher, an Eng-
lish sea captain, who had during several years sailed out of
Liverpool, where he married Mary Parker, a daughter of Cap-
tain Benjamin Parker. Mr. Christopher settled in the south-
ern end of South Brookfield, where he finally made a farm, but
did not live very long to enjoy the fruits of his labor. A large
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