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MEMOIRS 
O'F 

Charkes Dennis Rufoe D’Eres, &c. 

I WAS born in the’city of Quebec*, on the 

feventh day of April, one thoufand feven hundred and 

fixty one, of parents much refpected. My father, whofe 

hame was Luois Rufoe D’Eres, in early life acquired 

the blackfmith’s bufinefs ; foon after his freedom-from 

his mafter,. he fettled in the city, and by induftry in a 

fhort time acquired much property. My mother was' 

a defcendant from a family of good reputation in Que- 
‘bec. My parents lived.in the conjugal life upwards of . 

twenty-five years; during this period, my mother bore. 

Gxteen children, of. which number I was. the youngelt $: 

twelve of my father’s childrer. died previous: to- my 

birth. My mother died, foon after I was born. My 
being. left by my mother, at.fo. early a period of life, . °- 

naturally drew my-father’s attention to. me, I therefore- 

fooh engroffed his affections, and. was- careffed by him. 

and his family ; retiring from. bufinefs he frequently 

dandled me on his knee,.and with tears droping’ fi from 

his 
* Metropolis of Lower Canada, 



GATE DOT. OE en EGP Seta. | 

os 

aor 

e 

ORR ROT 

—_———— - 

oe — ees 
A ny) eee? 

MEMOIRS OF 

his eyes, would, with a deep figh, exclaim ah, my little 

fon! thy mother, under whofe watchful eye thy educa- 

tion would (under the fmiles of Providence) have been 

conducted with the clofeft attention, and doubtlefs with 

happy fuccefs, is now no more; in you I behold traces 

of her countenance, & at times almoft lofethe keennefs of 

my forrows, occafioned by my lofs in her. May you, 

my dear fon, be continued for my comfort, through 

the future ftages of my life, and a prop to thy fond 

' father through his declining days. Such language as 

the foregoing, I was frequently entertained with ; 

but alas! his joy and good wifhes for\future days of 

happy enjoyment were foon, too foon cut off, as 5 by 

the fubfequent Narrative will appear. 

My father being frequently called from a private 
to a public life, had many opportunities in political 

{cience to improve his mind; about this time, that is, 

when I arrived at the fourteenth year of my age, ’twas 

frequently mentioned in private circles of friends in 

Quebec, that a rupture would foon take place between 

Great Britain, and fome (at leaft) of her American 
Colonies. My father obtained the beft information con- 

‘cerning the difpute, foon determined in favour of the 

Colonies, and being fully perfuaded that their oppofi- 
tion to the Britith miniftry, would prove fuccefsful, 

he ardently wifhed for an opportunity of proving his 

faith by his works. In October, one thoufand feven 

hundred: and feventy-five, General Montgomery, with 

a large 

SHU Pa e@ nw wen uwenm |. . 
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CHARLES DENNIS RUSOE D’ERES, 9 
a'large humber of troops from | Newengland, entered the 
‘Borders °6f Canada, with an intention of reducing it 
tothe American ftandard: The troops made rapid pro- 
grefs towards Quebec, without much oppofition. The 
then commander in chief of Canada*, iffued his proc- 

| Tamation, giving liberty to fuch of the Inhabitants of 

Quebec as chofe to leave the city, to depart withina - 
limited time, with fuch of their perfonal property as 

| they fhould chooft to carry, promifing thofe perfons a 

feltoration of fuch real property as they fhould leave 

| ‘behind them (provided the rebellious army fhould. uot 
fucceed in their propofed plan) my father availed. him, 
felf of this, and moved with his family, and fuch of his 
perfonal, property, as were 
miles from Quebee. Leavin 

rtable to St. Nicola, nine 
ng in the city, real property 

toa large amount,confifting of a {pacious dwelling-houtc, 
built ‘with fione and lime, and covered with tin, over 

which were layed feveral coats of paint, to preferve 

}¢he tin from roft—a large blackfmith’s fhop with 
tools fufficient to employ many workmen : he then be- 

ing imployed in the King’s works, » with many. other. 

Nm buildings for domeftic ufe. My father fon. became 
im acquainted with General Montgomery, with whom he 
me took an active'part againit the Britifh government, and 

+ was honored with a Captain’s commiflion, and with they 
army marched to Quebec, with a viewsto: reduce 
it to the American faith. 
among the officers, took place refpecing the 

“¥ Mr. Carlton, 

B 

A. general: ‘confuleation 

Hidde 
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‘mode of procedure againk the city. ; the refult, whereal, 
was, to ftorm it. An attempt accordingly took place 
on the laft day of December,, one thoufand deven. hun. 

dred and feventy five. In the attempt the. valiant 

Montgomery fell, with fome .of his. officers and. MEM, 
the major part of his army. were taken and imprifoned Fy 
fome ‘few only efcaped, among. ‘thofe, 4 ‘were ‘my father 
& onlybrother. My father, apprehenive of the evil con. 
fequence of his & theircondud, i in taking up arms againit 
the Ring, endeavoured not only,to fecret himfelf & fon “ 
from the royal hunters ; but alfo to fecure as many of 

~ his followers, as was in his’ power, ‘He owning a 
coal hut in the woods,not far froin St Nicola concluded 
there ‘to hide them; to this place they retired, ‘intend- 
ing to tarry until the Britifh wrath fiblided 5 ' 3" but even 
in this retreat they were difcovered, My Father hav- 
ing learned this, immediately furnithed asmany.ofthem | 
as was in his power, with provifi ion, a pocket: compafs, vn 
and other neceffaries, bid them thift for themfelves 5 
while he and his fon returned to St. Nicola, to provide 

themfelves with neceffaries, intending tofiee to a more 
diftant and more ‘fafe retreat : all which by fecret intel- 
figence, reached the ears of che Commander ‘in Chief at 
Quebec, who immediately fent an officer, with atum: 

ber of men to St. Nicola, and made my father, brother, & 
myfelf, though young, prifoners; my two fifters’ made 
‘sheir efcape; by jumping out-of the chamber’ windows, 
The officer ordered his stien to fire: my father’s houfe, | 

and turn’ thé cattle out of ‘the barn, and to burn ‘that 
<te 

cs, el FP et ee on ee Co ee ee eee eee 
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CHARLES sagviaacteat D'ERES. - ft 

dif; which was fion' done, and ina a few moments both 
Buildings were levelled with” ‘the ground: ‘We. were 

carried prifoners to the city,. in the night, and confined 

in tte goard b houfe ; next day at ten o’clock (the time 
of: relieving the guard, y we were. brought before the 
general officers, who, after a lengthy trial, pronounced, ~. 

tlie fo’ allow ing Fenvente,viz, that my father and brother, 
‘be confined i fa the common goal, there tO res 

: met the then war. fhould clofe ; they ‘ther ta: 
ing to me; attentively viewing, me, obferving. my flen- 
Sea C > cman appearance, being then fourteen years, .. 
and cigt t:-months old,, faid one to.the, other, what fe 

we do with this little yankee, this liggle rebel tit vie bill 
do to: put hinr in goal, he will die there i in of days, 
Tet ps faid one, give | him to the Indians Jet then bi ke” 
fim, kill him, fealp him, or do what the pill with him, 
My dearfather,on hearin g,this fentence pafiedon meant 
ed and fell to the ground. I in the utmoft, agony, cried nce 

and begged.to be releafed from the fentence, but, all. to, 
| no purpofe:. T fprang to my father, clafped. my, arms, 

round his neck and kiffed him. On bis recovery, he iv 
pleaded cameftly that I might not be:given tothe In. © 

|  dianss: bat all in vain,: they: violently. apd me: saat 
: higiapt. . me: ‘ovards. the Ir iang: ' 
ti i" a 

eit ‘ bind? as. you piety whi ° ich, On oe 
nt by thé hand and forced me from) 
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eft connections: faying, go with us, we. no kill you.; we 

no hore you she French bay. 

I foon leartied that the rations to ‘Wek I was gis 
en, Were of the Scanyawtauraguohrooote tribe, and that 

he lived no lefs than fifteen hundred ‘miles from Que- 
Th : far, reader, Thave led you on in my narrae: 

out a realizing fenfe of my certain dooms 
jing left re but a fmall glimmer of hope, | that 

aitgud hn diftant period, if tife remained I mighit once 

" _ wtiore realife my fretdom and: enjoy tht tender €M 
braces ‘of an affectionate and tender father, brother. 

aad’ filters but oh! how can F deferibe ay | fituation t 

4 orces from my father, and forbid the tender embrace 
‘ gloved brother and of near, dear and truly. affeca. 

ith bers, iow under the controul of’ favages of the. 
mits, whole tender mercies are crudky, My at- 

. tach eri to-the beloved city,was fo great, that my dread 

of ; ure evil, did not prevent my. ‘Keeping my withful 
“ eget it remands on that part in which st father 
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eciiasaie retired from lies to the. coal 
wot forgetting to take me with them ; I found’ that ree. 
fiftance, Was, in vain, Bf therefore, ‘with apparent cheer: 
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their, Indian, deefsy ant upcouth appearance 5.-but,, con- 
trary to my fears, they ufed. me tenderly in their way. 
the Squaws appeared more mild and tender, than the 

- men’; fawted overand flattered me, arid by this mean, 

-T became more‘familiar with themjarid frequently fed. 
‘to ran pecthem' for: proredtion, wher I ‘whoaght myfele 
"i danger’ from ‘the’ ‘rhe } ; ‘for feveral “days, ¥ fedreté-. 
Cy eat or" drank with ‘them, : their provifien “ani mode 
of living, being fo: ‘difagreeable to'me, that I was much 
‘wéeduced for want of praper food. . ‘After being: with q 

_ them about fifteen days, became'in a meafure, secome 
veiled to them, and’ nfed: much ‘familiarity’ with thet 4 

‘One. day an’ Indian: Chief, :took moby my hand} and mm 

_ with apparent good hamauy, told:me:T) mutt deidreffed 
jike:them, and. bid-me pull off my: breeches; which Ere. 

4wRantly did’y he then’ put ‘on dhe miclout, anid belt, th 
. dian-fathion, and threw my breeehes into there 

ae 

- 
Re 

. dered: me to. tip off my. otter garments, ¥ whidhol toad: 

rh obeyed, snd they thared.thefame fatc.winh mybeeee 
ches ; he then, completely drefled me in an, Iadian inj 

fom 903Sing ofa; blanket, feathers, &e, giving mea 
, Mone pipe .and tobacco pouch ¢ then, painted yal 

aeeording, to their cuftom, and,; a : it at eo : 



tH) 8g teionRs oF 

‘ine’ give you name like great King; you be coward, 
and bé like Squaw, me give you lictle name like Squaw. 

About three months after I was given to the In- 
dians,\they. received. the thanks,ot' the Britith govern- 
“ment,(for their good behaviour, jand large prefents, and 
Were permitted to return to their cwn country. They di- 

rected their courfe to fort Michilimackinac, nine hundred 

smiles northweft. of ‘Montreal ; nothing very material, 

‘for. or againft me, turned up during this route; each 
(ie : ‘Gay T attentively liftened to their languages and by de- 

“grees. learned’ to: fpeak to, and anf wes’ ‘them tolerably 

ae ‘well; in this, the: Squaws were peculiarly helpfula; At. 

‘the above defcribed. place, we tarried two, months, - 
- where the Indians built birch canoes, fuflicient-to carry 

: five hundred perfons with their implements for hunting; 

and this There we drew*provifion from the king’s 

fore “but not allowed rum for daily. afe, with: which 
he’ Indians appeared. ‘tolerably fatisfied): having the 

‘promiife of is. much #s they could drink the lait day 
- ‘@Ptheir tarry. After completing their canoes, the day 
Yo departure arrived, and they'received alarge quantity 
Sof ‘vam, of which they: drank:fo freely, that they foon 

- | Sbecamie- intoaicated, almoft to a max, fo that but afew 

: Swereiable: to take ‘care Of the prefents ‘made them’ asa. 
‘bore: related, “his ftate of intoxication! F 

pies whey inftend of ner theybegped 

multuous 



tT barbarous manner, cutting Open, while a>. 

‘live, tearing out their bowels, p uckiny their hear 
- from their bodies, and greedily eating them, even while 

: palpicating’ jin: their -bands.5 jnce re 
“avhoopiag dpring: the carnage; which-was g 
| sotal detraeton of their —e 

CHARLES DENNIS RUSOE D'ERES. 15, 

multuous, and attemptedto break into the king’s Rtores,. 

- swhich was foon effected. ‘They turned out.a number of 

hogtheads of rum,the gatrifon being unable to prevent 

‘it’; of courfe, the Indjans foon became drunk, and‘a. 

general clamour fueceeded, with fighting, Sarop a~ | 
gainft: Squaw, ‘and: Squaw againft: Sanop; to that de- 

‘gree, that many were ‘in-.danger of .lofing their limbe, 

i not life‘alfo. ‘This fray continued until the rum was. 

wholly exhaufed. Duying thiefrolick, about fixty: In. 
dians of the Shawanee tribe,-came in birch catioesiload- 

ed with fur, propofing-tbteadejat the fore; ‘the: Jadides; 
of be ene now was counted one, foon began’ to quar. 

"pel with the Bhawange Tngians) engaged them with hel 
“ith fury, arid Hlaughtered the whole amber in ‘the mof 

their’ Bodies, : 

as M ‘by 

oa % 

After fpending five days in the manner oe “del. : 
criberl, we took ‘our departure from ‘ ‘ Mislidlimakinak 
-down'Lake Superior. Here it may not be denifs to def | 
_ ‘Michilimakinak, ‘and Lake bape” 

., Michilimackinge, is an idland noor the -enssance:. ot 
ws Benen and takes i its name from the ais iE 
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“nerthealt, within fight, which at a-diftance appears.not 

unlike an animal, called: a Bortoife ; the word Michili- 
sMmakinak, in the Indian language, fignifying a.Tor- 

fofe.. On thisifland of Michilimakinak, is a ftockaded 
. fort, uifually defended with one. hundred men}. here 

axe about thirty or forty dwelling-honfes, one of which, 
«belongs to the governor,and anather to the commiffary ;. 

Several. traders from, difexent quarters alfo, dwell with- 
gm. its: fortifications 5. hese trade is carried. on with Ia. 

ne almott Sees Aare: \\ y 

\ Lake Superior, i is fo -calleHow ax account of its Tapert 

“ele ji in magaitude to. any of the lakes on, the continant 
“of. America, and is ‘fippoled t to be the largeft body « of 

* fret water on. the. globe. rin circumference, i is faid to. 

py ek bithdred miles.* ere ae i 

«Having ‘deferibed as 1 propeteds the ‘ifland’ oe 

ck (inak, and Lake Superior, according: to ‘the: 

ie | "gm lta 
1 hi oe sone . 

mS ° al wy 
J 

- Steering. in our: canoes bi near as 1 could “er 
) pa we were foon. overtaken with a heavy. gale: 

Of wind, which. continued thren days; and nights.;. dyr- 

‘ing which, we laboured hard to keep eur canoes before 

: te wile to prevent upfeteing. ‘not tein able to gain 
2 aR erghat Popchie Bakers hae as ‘ ‘ithe. 

* According to French Charts. 



the fhore on. either fide, by .reaSn of huge, rocks.and: 

ous kinds ; “the lake abounding: in. fifhy fuck as TYout, . 

por night, we were obliged to eat our: feet n bee 
~ unoooked; realizing that barking flomacks train no 

: River, ‘which comes. from fupendous. mountains, lying 

feet wide, the waters:whereof, are ofan: extraordinary. 

c asxth, from, cit astiactguaace very foyelar cessing. 

eS ox , ahha 
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banks,wiuich in many places were nearly perpendicular, | 

On the fourth day, the wind abated,, yowards even, a, 
ing we difcovered: an ifland,to whieh we. paddled andi 
landed thereon ; where we.tarried four or . five. days tq: 

sefreth ourfelves, and. to catch. fome game and: .fith, to : 
zecruit our ftoses, Here. we, canght, many, Gth of. . variy. a 

sina Pickerel and: Perch saigatien mae 
athens ’ Yes 

ng P ie ottrfetves vith provitén, one 
Pt at, and Pai fuch, as the ifland afforded, w ‘wet t 
our ‘departure from. the ifle, and continued our r voyage’. ‘a 
potherly, and. in about thirty, days, catching. fith as of. | 
ten a ‘oceafion | required,. not quittisg oar canoes day a 

compliments. We arrived at the month of Maccatah: 

far north, from: this river’s mouth; which is about thirty ie | 

quality, being very thick, of a greenifh:colour, and un- 
&tfor ufe. This river‘runs.' from the ‘mountains with. 
great.rapidity ; at the bottom of whichyat its entrance: 

which our Indians:called :blood-Rone, ata fhort diftance 
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‘appears onthe fide’ of'a ‘mountain; ’ apparently cut. Atay 
~ thiroligh' {olid rock, whieH fs very hird cach fide of the Roan 
eiitrance, iy Of d black Coléir, ‘md very finooth'| the padi 
entrance Wabout: thirty feet diameter, tad continues ‘of gh 

this wlagditude ‘ime way’ into’ the mountain ¢ many of der 
- ttle Indians repe..cedly’ with lighted torches,’ have at* foe 

tempted to'trace it'to its utmot extent; but hitherté have 

ie failed, not being able to/keep torches: burning for sa . 
ay i ngth of: time). gave Over fearching’ further. he iti 

k cat the entrance is ornamented with curious carvings ae 
srkinds,: fash as animals of different forms, a 

‘fone ¢ ine appear fafpended from the rock,of different apes, ti . 
i: a molt curious’ ‘manner, ‘all’ which» our ‘Thdiani. ‘ai A 
| 60 ald i “not account’ ‘for. “The sldet of them ‘obferved,. 863% 

that ‘fach. has been its appearance ever fince they had: sie 
any r knowledge ofthe place. ” But whiat T have acre te: saith 

‘beat fall ‘more marvellouss: a a ne on wcol og Radical orm 

Dung’ eile tniey at this’ place: were. bibard) at: als with: 
| hates, voices, notiunlike the crying: of young childres, bag 

| ae a iff fin the uemoft diftrefs, «Inthe morning are’ plainly prefe 
heen “feen’ ‘On: the Smooth {and on:the’ beach, at ‘the rhouth of wee 

a this ‘horrible: cavern, marks. like foot-fteps of children; that | 

and, aliiough-moothed’down ia the motning; the fol from 
lowing morning fimilar‘marks will appear; as numer ay 

vous as the ‘preceeding day. ‘From this -place! we cons foon 

tinued our courfe north for two days‘and: one nightiin 

- Qur'casioes;and: artived. at the: Red ‘River, which takes 
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its,sife from Lake Superior; and runs a fouthwefterly 
courfe very rapidly; in ‘which sre many: falls. . We 

paddled down. this river forty days, frequently fhooting 

over falls ‘with fuch force, that ‘our canoes fometimes 

would fkip out.of the water; but fuch was their con. . 

ftruction, that they would always fall on their bottoms, 

being properly balanced by their navigators falling flat 

on theif backs withinthem. Many falls were fo tremens 
dous, that we were obliged to haul out our’ canoes and 
carry thei’ on our backs by land, until paffing the rap- 
‘ids, flide them into the river'and purfue our courfe. 

‘We arrived at an ifland in this river, after forty days 
fai} from its mouth. Here we tarried five or fix days 

— ‘tofurnith ourfelves with a new recruit of provifior. 

Soon after our landing, fix Indians, belonging to the fs 

Annoowechen Tribe, made us a vifit in their canoes, 

conftructed fomething different from ours, both in 
form and ornament. Thofe Indians came, as they faid, 
with an intention to inform us of fomething greatly to 

our advantage, and if we would make them fome good 
prefents, we fhould be let into the fecret—whereupon, 
we gave each one a blanket,and they then informed us, 

that the Annoowechen Tribe had heard of our return 

from Canada, and of our poffefling many valuable 

prefents, made Us, when there; and of their intention 

to furprife and £0b us before the next morning. They 

foon departed, and we being fore-warned, put ourfelves 

ip the bet pofture for defence ; knowing that our in- 
tended | 
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tended robbers were not prepared with fire arms—hav- 

ing nothing wherewith to make the affault, excepting 

axes made of flint tone, fixed in the end of a fplit fick; — 

_, thefe axes were their principal weapons for war; we 

‘having fire arms, ammunition and tomahawks in plen- 
ty, did not fear them, be their number ever fo large. 
However, we put ourfelves in the beft pofture for de- 
fence, and kept a good look out through the night, 
Juft before the dawn of Jay (it being very calm weather) 

we could hear their. paddles ftrike the water; and 

they foon came in fight. I counted forty-tw» canoes—— 
‘the fmalleft number in a canoe was fourteen, and in 
fome were more thantwenty. We permitted them to 

advance till they came near the fhore, and then fired 

wpon them, which made terrible havoc. They being 
unacquainted with fire arms, were put into the greateft 
confufion—fome crawled to the fhore, others jumped 

into the water, and attempted to fave themfelves by 
{wiming—a fmall number efcaped. Forty of them we 

took alive, and killed all except ten, who were referved 

for future diverfion. After the battle was over, we 

counted among the dead on fhore, and in the water, 
two hundred and fifty, without any lofs on our fide. 
Soon after, the forenoon of that day, feveral of 
them were moft inhumanly flaughtered by the toma- 
hawk and knife, cutting open their bodies, and 
with their hands fcooping up the warm blood out of 

pe bodies, while alive, and\ drinking it greedily, 
whooping 
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whooping and dancing merrily, as if partaking of the 
moft agreeable repaft. Some of our Indias obferving 

my backwardnefs to join them, ordered me to do as 

they did—with which I was obliged to comply fo far, 
as te feoop up blood into my hands, and daubed it over 

my mouth and face, to make them believe I drank it; 

they then faid I was good man. 

The prifoners who furvived, were kept confined 

without any fuftenance, and every day were whipt and 

tortured, by burning their fingers; forcing them into 

their pipes, when fmoaking, and there confining them, 

until burat to the bone ; whooping ‘and dancing round 
them—this was their pratice day by day, until this 
{cene changed, by.a fcene more horrible, which cannot 

be realized by my readers ; nothing but occular dem- 

onftration can bring this to a proper point of view, .to 

this day, (a recollection of the fcenc) it being tranfacted 

before my eyes, at a period of life, when the {mallet im. 

preffion muft make a lafting continuance—even now, 

makes me to fhudder. The manner. of facrifice, is 

as follows, viz. é PW 

The prifoner, deftined for each day’s divetfion, was 

led from among his companions to the place of exect . 

tion, bound with ftrong cords, (prepared from finews 
of wild animals,) to a poft fixed:in the ground, to. 

which the victim is ftrongly tied, having his hands faf- 

tened behind him, his back towards the poft, and in fach 
Cc <P 
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a manner, that heicould ftep round from fide to fide, 

keeping his back towards the fixed pot. Ata fmall 
diftance, in a circalar form round the unhappy fufferer, 

fire was then kindled, confikting of pitch pine fplinters, 

with other combuftible matter, fo asto make a fmall, 

but conftant fire... As foon as the man feels’ the heat, 

he moves with a view to ‘fly from the fire; but alas! 

tis fruitlefs, for turn which way he will, he ftill feels 

the force of the increafing element—our Indians then 
thew their joy, by whooping, dancing, rattling their 

Kettles, prepared for this purpofe, by putting fmail 

ftones and bullets into then. “This diverfidn continues 
until the fufferer appears nearly exhaufted. The prif- 

oner ‘during his faffering never fhews the leaft reluc- 
tance ; but dften would fay, you no underftand beft 

‘ay to torment—at the fame time pointing’out differ. 
ent modes of punifhment; exultingly would w.oop and 

fay,me die like’man, fo died my father, my grand: ie 

and al Boed nea die like men. id 

When the prifoner appears neatly. expiring, which 

ts’ known by his faultering voice, and declining head 

the by-ftanders then, to increafe his anguifh, heat the 

bails Of their kettles red hot, and throw them over 

the expiring prifoner’s head, which caufes him to 

revive and greatly enhances his’ torment,, in his ‘Jaf 

moments. This awful feehe was repeated day by 

day, bail all the prifoners were e executed, _We tarri. 

“ed 
a 
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ed here but a few days after this favage repaft clofed; 

but attempted te recruit our provifion, 4s was our inva- 

tiable practice at every ftage, when practicable. By this 

time I became more Indian-like, and tolerably content 

with my lot, endeavouring to mimic them in all their 

manners ; finding it beft to be a conformiit—for by 

this, 1 found that they were pleafed, and I foon became 

their favourite. 

From this ifland we departed, and paddled half a 

day, fteering fouth, till we ftruck the fouth fhore of Red 

River; we hauled our canoes out of the river, ard trav- 

elled fifteen miles,obferving a foutherly courfe, carrying 

our canoes, &c. over mountains, valleys and rocks, un- 

til we came to the river, called Rontgoroo 5 ; we In our 
canoes following this river (which’ appear’d narrow on 
our firk entrance) forty-five miles—here the river is 
nine miles from fhore to fhore. After failing fome con: 
fiderable time, further down the wideft part of this river, 
which kept a foutherly courfe, I efpied near the centre 
of this river, a very large ifland (on which I afterwards 
learned our tribe lived,) on a nearer approach to it, I 
could fee a very large number of buildings in a form 
new to me, thefe were wigwams, conitructed by the In- 
dians, and fpread over a large extent. They appeared in 
the form of a Cone, circular, broad at the bottom, and 
gradually falling in at the top, which ended in & fall 
point, with a hole in the centre, to carry off fmoke,y &¢? 
The 30 le appeared nearly of equal height,iwhich . 

Wee 

= 
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was about twenty feet. I was much ftartled at the 

fight, thinking that we fhould foon engage our ene- 

mies, and a horrible fcene of war would enfue. I afk- 

edan Indian what that appearance before us meant ? 

A Squaw came to me and told me not to be frightened. 

On our nearer approach to the fhore, I difcovered 

a number of flags hoiited ; fome appeared very broad, 

and long, and of various colours, whereon were drawn 

figures of animals of different kinds, and neatly execu- 

ted. The inhabitants, of all ages, and fexes, ran towards 

the fhore, whooping and dancing with great vehemence, 

at which I was terrified to that degree, tha. I fainted, 

expedting foon to be devoured by them. A number of 

Squaws came to me, threw water in my face, aad tick- 

led the bottoms of my feet, fides, and belly. I foon ree 

vived, and we landed. The people on fhore hauled our 

canoes out of the water, and took care of our baggage, 

&c; all which, they carried from the water's edge, to 

different wigwams, in a manner, before tome unknown, 

which was by placing them at arms length over their 

heads, whooping extravagantly as they pafied along, 

On our coming to the centre of the wigwams, in 

aii cpen fpace, large fires were kindled, over which were 

hung on poles, a number of large brafs kettles, contain- 

ing indian corn, and meat of different kinds. At a fmall 

diftance from the fire, a large number of wood- 

en difhes were piled up bottom upwards, At this 
place, preparation was made for a featt, prepared for 

their 
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their returning friends: The whole number who par- 

egton took of this feaft, amounted to fome hundreds. All 
ete woe feated round the fire crofs legged. About twenty 

4 aig’ Indians, who appeared as waiters, brought forward the 

ieaiiha wooden dither, and with ladles, made of wood, 

ee filled them with the prepared food from the kettles; of 

seed: which no one muft talte, until the whole number were 

wai ferved, and then all muft begin at once, and every one 

mutt eat all contained in his difh;‘without breaking a 
asia bone, or hire fome others to eat what the holder of his 

wards difh could not devour. A large bone falling to my thi i 
ot fhare, I took it from my; ‘th, and with a ftone, pe 4 

uinted, tried. to break it in ordér to fuck the marrow out Bia 

ee of of it; at that time I°did not fully comprehend, na 

og the mode of regulating fo important a fealt ; one of ? 
ON ree the chiefs attentively viewing me, faw my tranfgref- 

fion, immediately fprung from his feat, and with an Ay {3 

open knife in hishand, made direétly towards me; I ii 

was much alarmed, and ftarting from my feat on the 

ground, ran, the Indian foon overtook me, and with an 

apparent defign,totake my life, caught hold of my arm; 

I made ali the refiftance in my power, by fcratching, 

biting, and kicking him, but all to no purpofe ; for he 

pd our 
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nown, 
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wer ¢ forced me back to my feat, and bid me eat all in my 
Arathi dith, and that I muft not crack a bone ; he then retired 

fraall to his feat. This manceuver fo affrighted me, that I 

pig eould not eat any more. At a {mall diftance from the 
is place of fcftivigy, was prepared alarge pile of dry wood, 
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to which fire was put,:which raged with fuch rapid: 
ity, that:the whole pile, which was large, becomea gen- 
eral conflagration. ‘To this place, the Indians having 
finifhed their brotherly feat, repaired about fun fet, 

each perfon rifing from his feat, all at once, every ont 

carrying his difh in his ‘hand, and advancing near the 

fire, threw the bones into it. “Various inftruments‘for 
-mufic were alfo brought forward, confifting of fmall 
kettles, cotitaining bullets and fmall ftones, and’a fmall 
piece of hard wood fcooped out: fo large as to contain 
about two quarts ; into thefe were thrown finall pebbles, 

each one containing an equal quantity; this piece of 

ot wood was conftructedin an orbicular form, into which 

ti was fixed a handle about fix inches in length; with 

thefe inftruments, adding the Indian whoop, commen- 

aii cing all at the fame time, with dancing round the fire— 
Hy: all engaging without diftin&tion of ‘age or fex, ftruck me 
Hi) with an agreeable furprife. ‘This continued without 

! intermiffion, until the whole conftructed pile of wood 

was confumed, to that degree, that the Indians’ could 

run over it, which they did, Ramping’ and kicking i it 

about, until the whole was extinguifhed, The nation. 

al pipe 3 was then brought forward, of curious conftruc- 

tion, and made of ftone; the bowl was fo large as to 

contain feveral pounds of tobacco, with, curious engrav- 

( ings on the outfides the ftems* confifted of many joints, 

| equidiftant ‘one jcint from the other; all of ftone, artful- 

ty made, i in a tubicular form, of a great’ ‘length ; ‘undet 

the 
* Confidiing of hve, 
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the bowl was placed a largé block of wood; fo as to 
keep it upright ; dire@ly under each joint of the ftems, 
was placed'blocks, continued to its extremity, at which 

another block was alfo fixed, upon which, each Indian 

was to fit and fmoke m: the following order. tg 

As the ftem onfifted of feven joints, feven: Indians 

were alternately called to thofe laft fixed blocks; the 

| great pipe being lighted, the firft feven came forward, 

one after the other; fitting down, and drawing three 

whiffs apiece, withdrew. This continued feven at'a 

time, coming on aiid going off, in the famie manner, 

uintil the whole affembled multitude, went through this 

ceremony. This was their method of renewing and 

confirming their covenants on’alf great occafions, to 
ftrengthen and unite their nation in a ftxi& adherence 

to ‘their laws, thereby to regulate their proceedings ! in 

war, defentive or offenfive, in peaceful covenants with 

other tribés, on the fafe return of long abfent friends, at 
marriages, &c. Thofe ceremoniés were =~er confider- 

ed, and kept as facred and binding asa fo.emn oath 
Any one refufing’ to fmoke at this pipe, were ever con: 
fidered, and treated as enemies to our tribe, and: not ans 

der the national law ; therefore, liable to ‘be killed with 

impunity,by any who had fmoked the great pipd. Thofé 
various f{eenes continued ' through ‘the greatest Patt of 
the’hight. ' At the clofe, our Indian Chief afcended 

a ie block“of- wiod; fixed at one’ end in the ‘ground; 

fo 
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fo high as to contain feven fteps;. on the top of this 
block he fat down, crofs legged; upon which, a 

profound filence was kept by the furrounding multitude; 

he then made a fpeech, directed principally to thofe, 

who had affifted their friends, the Englifh, and had 

returned to their tribe in i to the following pur- 

pole, viz. 

“Ye fons of warriors, you have played the man). 

you have honored your nation, by your heroic aétions, 

in furmounting difficulties. which cannot be performed 
by any, except by the Scanyawtauragahrooote Tribe. 

Welcome my foas, to your native foil, and May your 

good condué on this, as on many other occafions, be 

 kagin remembrance by you and your friends of this 

nation. Ever keep yourfelves.in readinefs, to defend 

yourfelves, and deareft connections, from the affaults of 

-your inveterate foes; ‘which, if you uniformly obferve 
in unity with your brethren of this Tribe, we have noth- 

ing to fear, The affaults of ou~ enemies, however 
formidable, and fierce, mutt in the end prove ineffedtual. 

I riow difmif: you with my fincere wifhes, that yc. 

may.ever prove fuccefsfil in war, with our. national 

enemies, and when called to war with our friendly 

allies; in hunting the Buffalo, Bear, Beaver, and all 

other great and good game-—in catching the big fith, 

_andin all your domeftic concerns. Each of you now 
retire to his refpective, peaceable wigwem.” 
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. The Chief having finifhed his great fpeech, the at- 

ede mm =séttenttive multitude fhew their approbation by a general 
hofe, ‘whoop, with dancing round the great man, which laft- 

had eda few moments, and each one peaceably retired to 

p a his home. 

My reader will xaturally confider meas now about to 

} encounter mauy new, and apparently infurmountable 

iat trials. Being far removed, not lefs (as I conceive) than 
tions, 15 or 16 hundred miles. from my native country, nev- 

Hote er more to enjoy domeltic peace, which is and has been 

“ribe. the happy lot of many, among their friends; no more 

bidet to enjoy the fraternal embrace of the kindeft and ten- 

Me be dereft of fathers ; deprived of {weet interviews with the 

f this . belt of brothers, and two molt defirable fifters ; add to.” 

aiene all this, a total deprivation of even the moft diftant prof- 

Its of pect of a tolerable education in my own country, and. 

eh native language. My education at the time of my be- 

noth- ing given to the Indians, was, as it were, but in embrio. 

dykbls. Now inexpreflible ideas would alternately fill my youth- 

Gual, ful mind; deprived. of the comforts and convenience of 

ae life; not fully underftanding’ the Indian language, 
ional thereby unable to communicate my ideas of want, and 

ae forrow, that I might meet with fome mitigation at leat 

though from favages. My being a ftranger to all except 

thofe with whom I had journeyed, being conftantly ex. 

| pofed to their infults, and every day liable to be killed 
by them, and all perhaps by my unavoidably ‘commit- 

ting 

5 ith, 
now 
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ting blunders, merely for want of a thorough knowl. 

edge of their language ; add to this the difagresable 
manner of preparing and eating their food ; their many 

ler of fleeping ; their frequent Indian yellings, all con- 
tributed more or lefs to inhance my lonely feelings. 

However, I foon found that my lamentations would be 

“ono purpofe ; I put on as manly a countenance, and ac- 

sions as poftible, trying to recommend myfelf to their fa- 
vourable notice. In this, I was fuccefsful, being oftea 

called to mingle with them in their diverfions ; fuch as 

ihooting with bow and arrow, hunting, &c. This Iffand 

Fconfidered as my future home. Soon after my arrival, 
an Indian Squaw obferving my difconfolate fate, and’ 

youthful appearance, made me a_ vifit, ‘fawnéd 

over me, and claimed me as her fon, and told me 

Ffhould live with her. 1 gladly accepted the invitation, 
went with her and foon became her favourite ; ftri@tly 
obferving fuch of her orders as I could underftand’; 

conftantly following her wherever fhe went. Here I 

cannot but notice the interpofition of providence to- 

wards me, in raifing up this old Squaw, at once, to be- 

_ some not only my friend, but what is Rill much greater, 

‘my mother alfo. With this Squaw, I enjoyed myfelf 

tolerably well. My following her about, and frequent 

v.Sts, made with her among our neighbors, was partic. 
ularly noticed by our young Indians, infomuch, that 

they would frequently retort upon’me, and fay, you no 

leave your mother, you great pappoofe ; this actled me, 

and 
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and I:foon became acquainted with, and followed them 

for awhile in their diverfions. One day in my walk with 

ray comrades, I obferved a building ofa different form, 

from any Ihad feen on this iflands I was informed 

that this building was fome years before, built by a 
Spaniard fo carry on the gun-fmith’s bufinefs, who had 

accumulated great wealth, confifting of furs, &é—dur 

Indians envying * him—killed him. I with my friends, 
entered ‘this houfe, which was built with fquare tim! 

ber, cOnfined’at each end, in’ the fame manner as log 
houfes are built in this country ; here we found vari- 

ous tools, fufficient to carry on the black-fmith’s, gun: 
fmith’s, and filver-fmith’s bufinefs ; a ‘thought ftruck 
my mind, that an opportunity row prefented for me to 
advance myfelf in property and friendfhip with my new 

friends. I learnt that the Indians did not make any 

ufe of this building nor tools; I foon obtained liberty 
to improve them as my own. My father having in 

Canada carried on the black-fmith’s work before Ileft 

him, as well as after my return, gave me frequent op 

portunities to handle his tools in fome: little meafure, 

in my earlieft life—I now commenced black-fmith. The 

firft work I attempted, was to make afcalping knife in 

imitation of their’s; which I foon effe&ed, much to their 

liking ; I then mended fome kettles, made. feveral tom- 

ahawks, fteel-traps, mended gun-locks, &e. ). «A*mow be- 

came a favourite among them, and of no.fmall con 
fequence with them ; fill boarding with my old mother, 

the . 
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the Squaw, whofe name was Chawwenfee. Many of 
my comrades importuned me to live with them, cvuurt- 

ing my company, and favours, but my mother I count. - 
ed my beft friend, therefore kept with her. My 

fhop was frequently crouded with them, admiring my 
workmanhhip ; faying, I could work as well as the Span- 

iard ;~—they foon became clamorous, frequently faying, 
you muft go eat with us; to prevent any further dif- 

pute, I often gratified them, by eating with them. I ob- 

ferved, that broaches were a favourite ornament among 

them began to make fome but poorly executed,a number 

coming inoneday, I bidthem throw all their broaches into 
one crucible, which they did telling them he that threw 

in the greateft number fhould have the largeft number 

of new ones,and the prettieft. The crucible being filled I 

foon melted them all together, turning the filver thus 

melted into a brafs kettle, it foonbecame one folid body, 

after it cooled I took it into my tongs and began to heat 

it, as Iheat my iron, and began to hammer it, telling 

one of them to ftrike with me, the filver broke in pieces, 

I faid ftop, top, we muft take a welding heat. I then 

put it into the fire, and blew it brifkly, then attempt- 

ing to take it out, found nothing in my tongs ; the In. 

dians then began to whoop & laugh, jumping about the 
fhop, clapping their hands with many contemptuous 

{neers, this I could not well relifh, however it paffed off 
tolerably well, they then faid you muft go with us 

to Tartarrac* where lived many gold fmith’s, wha 
would 

* A Spanith fettlement in New Spain. 
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would learn ine to'make breaches. I afked' them hbw 

‘far it was to that place? they faid, little way, nine hun. 

dred ‘miles. I had’ now ‘lived-with them about two 

‘years, and learnt their’ language, atid*habituated my- 

felf to’ their mode of tiving. Teonfénted, i it being tiear 

autum, the ufual time oF their going to Tartarrac 
‘to trade. zie 

"We fet out in our “canoes, ‘contin! ing of forty-five, 

with a fmall quantity of provifion. The ‘ number 

‘who embarked ‘with ‘me, ‘were feven hundred, 

‘men, {quaws and childreiiearrying with us fir and 
ginfang, fit for a Spanith market. I was then pottef- 

fed of the largeft fhare of any one. ‘This river on 
which we embarked i is very ‘wide and “a and by our 

Indians called Tartarrac River. 4 

Our wovaixes which wasnearly of forty days contin. 

uance, and without any impediment by rapids, not 
- having oecafion to travel ‘by land-any part of this 
great diftance, fometimes ftoping to catch fith, as occa- 

 fion. required, we arrived fafe at the city above men- — 

tioned, with our furs, &c. ‘On our entering the city, 

we were kindly received, and began our trade—our 

Indians prefered rum and ‘other fpirits, i in preference to 

any Other articles, in exchange for theirssand now a 

moft horrible fcene commenced, the Indians partaking 

too freely of the good creature, were generally drunk, 

and 
D 



and with tomahawks and {calping knives, fell on with- 
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‘out diferimination, father againft fon, and fon again 
father, fanops and .fquaws, all endeavoring,to kill the 

fir perfon they met with. The city being inan uproar, 
we were all turned without the walls, and. prevented 
entering until the tumilt fhould fubfide, which 

was not until the next morning. During the’ 
night the noife and confufion was kept up—I was much 

aiftreffed leaft I fhould be killed among them, but efca- 
ped unhurt. | Early. in the morning, upon exanuuna- 

tion we found four of our number killed, and many 

ethers badly wounded. ‘The inhabitants learning our 
peaceful ftate, fired a cannon in token of their readinefs 
to renew our trade with them—we all marched in and 

began to trade, which went on fora time well; but 

‘the jut defcribed {cene foon was difcovered, and began 

to take place, occafioned by rum—we were all turned 

out as before related. This receiving into, and turn- 

-ing out of the city, lafted four days. Such was my 
fituation, that I had no opportunity to learn the method 

to make broaches. In this confufion, the fifth day we 

lef the city without knowing how our accounts with 

the Spaniards ftood ; we took to our canoes, paddling 

up the river for thirty-nine days and nights,until we ar- 

rived at our ifland; fupplying ourfelves with fith, 

by catching them in the river, and cating them 

without cooking. od 
‘a 
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On our return, we found that nothing ‘inaterial had 
happened (to our friends we left behind) during our 

abfence. I continued my bulinefs at my forge fer fome 
time, but the hunting feafon coming on, our young 

men prepared to hunt the Buffalo, and by general invi- 

tation I joined them. 
J 

We took our departure frony our ifland early im the: 

Morning, and from the oppofite fhore, wefterly we trav-. 

elled through the woods abuut fifteen or twenty miles— 

here, in a convenient place we halted, in the wildernefs, 

fo reconnoitre our party, confifting of fifteen hundred,, 

and to arrange our matters, fo as to make a fecure and, 
fuccefsful hunt. Our firft work was, to form q hedge 

fence, beginning at a notherly point, thence extending 
foutherly, forming two fides of a triangle, to fome miles 
extent ; the fence was: built fufficiently flrong;:fo:-re+ 

tard the flight of the Buffalo on that quarter, then 
from the fouthermoft peint of the fence extending to as 
proper length eafterly,.a living fence was built in the fole 
lowing manner: about a hundred men were formed thus,; 

the firft with his left hand clafping: the firft Rake in the: 
fence, at its fouthermoft extent, thence ftanding in ani 
eaftern direction, the length of his arm, thence extend~ 
ing his right arm its whole length, one other maw’ 
Rands fimly fixt, with arms ‘extending as the former, 

_ and fo on in the fame manner until the whole number 
arein this manner, confifting of ahundred men, com- 

: pletely 
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pletely formed., ‘This fence ferves but to frighten theBuf, 
falos to that quarter, guarded bythe impenetrable hedges, 

the men forming their part.of the fence after extending 
to a proper length eafterly, are continued then in a 

circular form, towards the northern point of the hedges, 

leaving a {pace of about one mile between, the two ex- 
tremes. Having thus completed our fence, a number 

of men fufficient' for the purpofe, fcoure the woods, 

collecting a: large number of Buffalos, (for this is a. 

Buffalo ‘hunt,). not regarding animals of an inferior. 

bulk or value.’ The animals roufed and put in motion. 

‘fiom different quarters, are by their drivergcollected 

into one general company, which is done without much 

trouble, as they naturally herd together—the hunters 

fcatter'as much as they can, but not fo far as to pre- 

vent the game from retreat in the rear; thus. drove on, 

they. enter the opening, as above defcribed. The anis 
tnals now enclofed, the men form:.g the northern part 

of the line join, the hunters clofe up towards the fouth- 

ern part of the inclofure-—the herd finding no efcape: 

on the quarter forming the hedge fence, fly to the o- 

ther quarter, from which they are foon driven by the 

living fence, formed as above defcribed ; all things 

now prepared, a number of the moft expert hunters. en- 

ter among the animals, which generally confift of a ve- 

ry large number of old and young, fat and lean. The- 

fatcf and beft are prefered, leaving the poor and youngs 

eft for future fupplies. Having killed as many as we 
chofe, 
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chofe, the remainder we fet at liberty. This: hunt is 
performed ‘in as fecret a manner as poflible, to prevent 

the neighboring tribes from entering our borders, and 

fhating with. us, in our diverfion and profits, ‘The 

Buffalds killed at this time, are brought together and 

dreffed, by tkinning and taking out their: entrails—the 

meat is preferved by fmoke, as is practiced by the In- 

dians, when defirous of preferving their méat any 

Jength of time, which when fmoked, is fit for ufe. The 
manner of :fmoking meat'is thus, a long and narrow 

building, built by fetting up poles in the ground at 
equal diftance one from the other, in two ftrait lines, 

interwoven with flim, pliable poles, covering over frem 

fide to fide of the thus fixed poles with bark, they are 

completed, fit to receive the meat—this receiver is ca- 

fily and foon completed, as they are temporarily fet up 

wher. ver we meet a fufficient quantity of meat worth 

fmoking. The fkins taken from thoie animals are dref- 

fed immediately, with the brains and. marrow of the 

original, owners, which when dreffed, leaving the hair 

on, are fit for trade with the northern tribes; with 

whom they are exchanged for mogafons, &c. The In- 

dians are careful to carry each man a fmall quantity 

of falt,, not to ufe with their meat, but as an antidote 

againt the bite of rattle fnakes, which often happens, 

and to extract any other » ‘poifon. Having {moked our 

meat, dreffed our fkins, Sic: ‘we returned with our boo. 

yt to our bine each one’receiving his equal thare. 
Ou 
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On my return, 2 went on with: my’ bofine4s itr my 
fhop as heretofore ;: fuch was the demand for tonias 

hawks, traps, &c. that 1 now began to fix prices for my 

work, and toid them: E wuaid not work: any longer 

without pay, they faid: what muft we.give-you-?:I faid, I: 

want better clothes and more’ broaches { they then 

brought me the beft blanket that could’ be found; ads 
ding a large number of broaches-of the:beft workman 

fhip ; alio. a. very handfome: gun, with»the accoutres 

ments fit for hunting; &c. Thus encouraged,: [:ftrove. 
to pleafe them,, which'I happily effected in' a fhort.time s. 

they frequently vifited me at my fhop, . loadiag) me 
with prefenis of fur,.ginfang, and. cRIRRE. other {maller. 
matters. 

* ‘This pleafing {cene continued but for a fhort’ time,. 
being interrupted by news, that a-tribe not far diftant,, 

had encroached on our hunting ground. On this, % 
council of war was held, confilting of the whole tribe,. 
myfelf included, not one man milling. A {elemn con- 

fultation was held, every man without diftinétion was 
allowed freely to give his opinion of the itaportant — 
queftion. Shall we make war, and drive off the inira. 

ders ? or {hall we allow them to enter our bordérs and 

hunt with impunity? they all appeared feady and” wil. 

Jing to make war with and drive from our lands id 
es wy A 2d 

infulting foe. ) ‘ 

I attentively liftened to the’ debate, bat was fo} j ‘ 
fortunate as to diffent from them in opinion, T wefh.' 
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knew that’ my advice would be'liftened! to; and’ be by 
them counted of much weight. I therefore with’ the’ 
importance of a’councellor, demanded filence and até 

tention to what I'was about to fay on the fubjet—- 

they'all, with filence, liftening ‘fat. ‘This'making waz;- 

faid' T,' tpoh a‘flender‘caufe'like unto the 'prefent, isos 

jufifiable, tis bad policy, we have-no certain’ informas 

tidn, nothing but report, no one will fay he faw this in:- 
trufieti, ard’deRruaion ‘made on our hanting ground). 

*is but hearfay report; ‘my advice, therefore is; that 
fome one’ trufty, mild (if any one‘can:befound) memis- 
ber of’our tribe’ be: appointed, aud properly authorifed 
to go from this-nation,: to the Rahatorée: ‘Tribe, .the 
fuppofed:intruders, and there make: proper enquiry in» 

to’ facts. touching: their conduét. towards’ us’; if they 
have intruded, and it is properly fubRantiated, let him 

immediately: rcturn; then we wi!’ adopt, and: pnrfie 

the be® micafuresiin-our. power for-retalliation; if the 

repozt fhould prove groundlefs; let him go. Anuraen 
further to fireng hen our friendthip.- : 

My advice was-approved of by the whole council; 

and was immediately put in pradice in. the following 
manner. One of the number was chofen-and made 

geady agreeably to the >refcribed methods. The mef- 

: 4 Sager was dreffid in our ufyal mode—to make him 

refpectable, he was ornamented with wampum, confit. 

“aa belts, &c' becoming one of fo much con- 
Parent i 
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feyuendas: he: hafiily proceeded on: his journey—or 
his atriyal.made known . his: meflage.. By enquiring 

into thein condué, whether they had made.any intru- 
fion, on the »Sqanyawtauragahrooote: Tribe ;, the any 
fwer was).that.they had hunted on. their. lands, and 
that they would whenever they; faw fit. if .qur tribe 
diflikedjitythey mighttake what meafures they thought 
beft.; to prévent,it.; Upon this, our envoy.foon return, 
ed; and-reported <o-proper perfons of our nation, ap> 
pointed therefor;; This report having | been made, pb 

lic, the general cry, was War! ’, Wart. the whole tribe 

affembled, the natiotal:pipe, already; doferibedy."4s, 
fpecial order brought forward, and all: who: were)siscire 

ed to-go on this expedition; were'to{moke thréd whiffs 3 
_ piece. The number who fmoked on:this o¢cafion confify 

ed of five thoufand. Here animiportant qneftion arofe; 

wheter we fhould be fucceisful or not—to determine 

» sihis *twas neceflary:to confultthe ‘Powow* muft Be 
ealled } who livirig at fome diftance; was {ent for, and 

foon made his appearance, The place into which she 

Powow was placed, was prepared by fixing a number F 

of flexible poles in’ the ground; thus, one ‘end drove © ‘ 

down; bending ‘over, the other end fixedinté the ground, 
forthing’ ani arch} and {6° on)as® to form a {pace fafi< 

cient to contain one perfon onlysithe {paces between 
thefe poles were filled wp with ‘iriterweavingsiof* bark; 
rine and twigs fo .. as not to admit'light 5: ogch 

at hae 

+A jie Indian, confulted on all important occelonmt 
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end’.wa,alfo,fecured, fo clofe as to exclude:.the leaft 

ray. In this difmal place the juggler was placed, 

confined on his back with ligatures, croflways and 

lengthways of. his body, in fuch.a manner, as, to prés 

vent motion, in any,one member, except his head, He 
being thus confined, a number of Indians came for, 

ward, and formed a circle round. him, fetting on the 

ground czols legged, with blankets covered over their. 
heads, obferving a protound filence—in a fhort time, 

the Powow ;begins to mutter. in.a.low, voice, which, 

rifes in. a,language new, and ftrange, for a long time, 

then.a noife is heard like a rufl._g wind, ringing of 

hells, &c ; in about fifteen. minutes, the prifoner is ine 

vincibly releafed, and. runs violently to. the water, fole 

lowed-by his crofs legged brethren, and there contins 

ues fo long, as to.dive.three tines, theace: rufhing? “fron, 

the water ran'to . his,former retreat, there. lay: without 
fpeaking, not eating. or drinking for twenty-four hours, 
then eats.and drinks. plentifully ; after which, informs. 
the. gaping . multitude: that the expedition foal, 
prove fuccefsful,, that but nine hundred *men would. . 

onpole them. Upon. this agreeable. information, our: 
ii nd rang.;with whooping and dancing, s¢joicing at id 

Loating at the advantage they:had' of five thoufand 
oppofing nine hundred. Orders. were .then,. giveny” 

that all thofe why had fmoked the great. pipes 
fhould immediately prepare to march, which began by. - 
eine their faces in the following manner :. the right. 
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fide red with half the nofe, the left fide of the face'and! 
nofe black, the top of the head, whiclt is’without hair; 

of different colours chequer-wife; all‘ which denote’ 

courage without fear. Each man fixed on his warlike: 
weapons, and were ready—the preparation took up but’ 
two days.. ' 

With twenty canoes we left our ifland, cautioufly’ 

paddled to the main. On ftriking the fhore, we hauled! 

Uj)’ “ur canoes, and’ carried them cn our. backs, crept’ 

thre. the bufhes fome miles, until we came to a: 

great jake; on an iff\nd in this lake, our enemies 

dwelt. We, without noife, put our canoes:into the wa-- 

ter, and paddled within a few rods-of the ifland-; here 

we made a halt, and difpatched’a {mall number to re-- 

connoitre the ifland—of this party I was one—(here it 
mutt be obferved, that our canoes were of various fizes, 

fome would carry twenty-fix or thirty'men ; the largeft' 

~ fix men could carry with eafe. } On ournear approach, we: 
‘Saw a number paddling round theifland; as if to. keep a: 

Boca look out, for they expected us ; we foon returned: 
Gur party, and informed what we had: feen ; upon. 

our whole body cautioufly moved:on, it being dark, 
“gt we dame near, keeping a profound filénce-—our ene» 

> ‘mies’ arrows whiftled about our ears; we could per- 

‘eeive:them in quick motion, and filent—they had much 

the advantage among the buthes, and. we in open fight, 
@ndibefore we recovered the fhore, they killed 25 of | ‘ 
ee Bhi 
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@ur number, three of their arrows fluck into my cap, 
ice'and: I being in one of the foremoft canoes. The night being 
t hair; calm, we foon went on fhore, and purfued the enemy 

denote’ in all direétions—the ifland being fmall, we foon found 
warlike’ % their lurking places, and deftroyed many. As foon as 

up but’ day light appeared, here a dreadful carnage enfued, 

3 accompanied with favage yelling, which ferved but to 

increafe fs age fury. Our enemies finding our number 

much exceeded theirs they endeavoured to make off ; 

fome by fwimming from the ifland, fome took to their 

canoes, but we prevented: them, by clofely purfuing 

and knocking them in head, fome we fhotin the water ; 
fome who had reached their canoes, we alfo fhot. This 
carnage went on with increafing fury, until nearly all . 

ef them were killed, or taken alive; a {mall number 

however, reached the oppofite fhore ;~~their canoes al- 

fo fell chiefly into our hands; many we Rove ‘in pieces, 

others we kept for our own ule. Among the’ priferers, 
we culled fifty of the talleft and beft men, to carry our 

fpoils, &c. to our ifland, we alfo referved one boy, the 

others we took, were directly killed in a moft favage 
and brutal manner. Thus in about twenty-four hours 

after landing, we killed and took the whole number of 
the enemy, confifting of five hundred. Upon examining 
our party, we miffed ninety-two of our number, note 

ing thofe killed on our landing. 
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yance we atrived at ‘our ifland. ‘On our fafe returti, 
swe were received with the ufual ceremonies, performed 
‘on fimilar occafions of conqueft, as has been already 

¥elated. After a ‘fhort ‘refrefhment, a’ council ‘was 

held, to ‘determine in ‘what mode to execute the 

sprifonerss' the refolt-was; to bring’ them out the next 
morning, ‘and in the moft public manner proceed as 
‘Pollows : fixteen ftakés fixed into the ground, at about 
fifty feev'one from the other ¢--at each ftake:one -rifoner 
“was tied his face towards ‘the ‘ftake, his‘ hind ‘parts:ex- 

spofed'::to, the» iperfeoutors 5 3 then a {large number: of 
‘fquaws appeared, every one armed with a ean of three 
feet in length, and four inches incircumference, ‘Round 
each unhappy fifferer, a ftrong guard‘is placed, to pre- 
~eent.any {quaw from liberating:a. prifoner, which fome- 
‘times happen with~~* this precaution «this done,/ the 
fquaws-march:in ; ungie files giving every prifoner one 

“Blow on hid naked back ; when they caine to the bey, the 
--fquaws unitedly begged his’ life, which by the Indian 

Chiefs’ was granted, and given to me, who. afterwards 
‘became fingularly ufeful, and tarried with me during 

_ “pny fay with the Indians ;' after the fquaws had per- 

"formed their part, then an‘equal number of boys, each 

> \ionte with his pipe filled with tobacco and fire; went up, 
 “hrafting the fufferers” fingers iato the: pipe, when hot, 

* gonfining them until the finger was’ bliftered ; then a 
“number of other boys came on, and with blunt arrows, 

thot at them, never mifling the mark--this continued 
‘for 
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for thet days. The prifoners were. kept in the. fame 

pofition, without any faftenance during, the: whole, 
tranfaction, all which they bore without any feeming 
rélugtance, althouph ifritated with refleRions on their 
pat condadt,’ as cowards, “and of unequal trength ta 
oppofe.our tribe; ‘and by ‘brircinp-food ‘before! themy 
and: frequently. put: to: their. mouths, of which they 
were forbid to-tafte, “At: the: expiration of. the :third 

day; their bodies appeared one: general. wound); then 

dry ‘wood ‘was “brought and“ piled: around’ each: vice 
tim, and :fet'on fireat each: corner } when. enfved: dane 

cing, &ec. round the confuming pile, in the fame man« 

mer as hath — been related on fimilar occafions, 

"This more’ ait bratal feene being fie white 
took up fore days, the tormentors atid other! fpectators 
went each one to his wigwam, I té my’thop, with’ my 
boy, whom I confidered as my ‘apprentice. My bufinefs 
daily. increafing, and cuftomers pundual in payment; 
gave me peculiar pleafure, fo that J almoft forgot my 
former mode of living, and fweets: of ’a relative: life 5 

frequently ‘diverting’ vas hie hy tet vais ‘buts 

ing near ‘hore. 
war & Meat 

- "The Studvantage I had laboured! sbi +; diving 
f ny peregrination, rendered i it almoft impoffible to Keep 

@ true Kalendar; my reader; therefore, muft not expect 

an exact account of the times, in which the feveral es ie 

adions.~ a A 
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attions'took- place, as: teiecitiiod te this detail, “nr 

so i trie. 

And, now sbcnst this time, another. tramp to "Tartar 
zac was: planned, and; preparation, was accordingly 

made, by collecting together our, fur, 'ginfang, &c. 

Thus prepared, we fet off :in‘ourcanoes, and frequent- 

Ty. put on fhore on éither fide of the .river, to-catch 

‘Wild Turkeys, ‘and.other fmall game. One day as i 

was travelling through fome sroods near the river, I cf 

pied a‘ Monkey, and foon caught him, and. carried. him 

in my-canoe to Tartarrac, where we arrived in the ufu- 

al time fpent in paddling down tothe city—on our being 
admitted, we began our trade. Itook my Monkey* 
under my-arm, travelled through feveral ftreets trying 
to fell- him; .at, length I faw a boy ftanding near an .cle- 

gant houfe, 1 afked him in Indian language, if he 

‘would buy imy Monkey? he anfwered, -his: mafter was: 

gonefrom home, but if I would ftop:he would go up 

 ftairs.and afk his miftrefs—he then todk a key from 
his pocket, ran up ftairs, foon returned and afked my 

price? I faid, three dollaes—he took my Monkey, car- 

_ ied it to his miftrefs—zeturned, and in lieu of my Pug, 

4gave me my price; Iwas then invited to eat, which I 

gladly accepted. While Fwas‘cating, the mafter re- 

| # They five on nate and other vegetables, fpentantoufly 

' 
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turned, and immediately went up ftairs to his lady, fee- 

ing a Monkey in her lap, enquired how.fhe procured 

him A the anfwered, a young Indian left it with her—he 
atked ifit might be bought ? fhe anfwered, the owner 

is below. He immediately came down to.me, and afk. 

ed if I owned. the Monkey? if I would fell him ? J re- 

plied yes, and will take what: yow pleafe to give, (for I 

found .he: knew. nothing. of my trade with his wife.) 
After I had-eat and drank fufficiently, he afked me to: 
go with him to his ftore? I followed him), and he 
gave me two dollars in money, and three dollats in ar- 

ticles I wanted, and found there. Now the Monkey is 

his, the money and fuch articles as he gave are'mine. 

In ftaring round the ftore, I faw a number of  odly 
form’d things, appearing. fomething like crofs belts, 

locked together with padlocks the boy being prefent, 
the merchant left the ftorc—-I having an itching. defire 

to know the exact form, and ule of them, I took up 

one in my hand, viewing it attentively, I found fome 

part lined and ftuffed with wool; I afked: the boy, 
(who could converfe in our langage) what it was? and 
of what ufe ? he told me that the Spaniards were jeal- 

ous of their wives, and to prevent an unlawful inter. 
courfe with other men, this intrument was contrived, 

and always by the hufband:put on and locked round 

his wife, in fuch.a manner, as to prevent any immodeft 
senperions between different fexes-—this the hufband 

; DEVE og 
h 
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never negleéted, when about to leave his wife, even: but 
' fora thort times: That-was the invariable prattice, az 

the bey told me with’ his ‘matter, which accounts: ‘for 

the boy’s taking a ‘key ftom “his pocket, and going :up 
flairs, whe’ I offered to! fell: him'my Monkey.; for the. 

Hufband ‘never leaves his‘houfe, untibhis'wife ‘is! prop- 
erly equiped, and locked: up:in her chamber; the kty of 

“which; and ‘of the padlock, is delivered) to the maid or 

boy © ‘of the family, who keeps them until ‘the xe. 

turn’ of the hulband, aud to him ons are the keys de- 

fivered* * 

oe i tn the ore and jolied my brethren, to whom’t 
communicated my good luck. We went on with our 
trade “tolerably well, in purchaling ‘fome iron, Reel, 
fed and powder; with many other neceflary articles; ‘alk 
which I carefully towed in our canoes-the manage 
tent of our trade, ‘&c. devolving principally on: ma 

‘Having now broiight the Indians into fuch fubjeétion, 
that.I could fay to one nares scl he begat to another 

Bo and he'went. (00% ! 

~ ‘We tarried four. days only, at this time in Tartar. 

Ree The fourth and Jah day, our Indians began te 
- ‘break 

eae 
ens 

* ‘such i is the jealoufy of the Tartarrae’ Spaniard, that it’ 
hufband finds his'wife” eonverfing with — man, it often 
provés faté! to one of both. | 
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“reek breathe -otders,’ wand urank tod “‘freelypattne fae. 
ceeding night became a {cene of horror‘and ‘bloodthed. 

I Ahad a as muchas | I could do, to. keep them .from det- 

‘rroying one ‘another—by my exertion, the greater part 

of their weapons were ept from them ; however, one 

young Tadian found means to procure a temahawk, and 
did much mifchief, ‘before I had knowledge of it.. An 
old fquaw c came rianing to me, and inform’d that two 
‘of them, father and fon, had engaged. I fprung for- 

ward, catched ; a club, ran to them, ordered the fon im- 

mediately to give up his weapon 5 which he, knowing 

my voice, gave to me—turning myfelf from them, 

they made a moft hideous yell—I turned, and found 

‘the fon had got his father by his head, which he fudden- 
‘ly ‘pulled down, and againk: his. up- lifted. knee, broke 

“his: father’s neck. “The fon immedi: ately abfconded, . 

and ‘has never ‘beet’ feen with us fince. © No other death 

hapderied through the night. The force of the liquor 
“having ‘abated, a’nkr ‘feetie now took place’as follows : 

‘The whole’ humber feited théemfelves in cémpaiiiés on 

the ground, crofslégged ; each | mnie throwing’ his blan- 
ket over his head—all feated ‘in-a ‘citcular form, a hid- 

eous yelling commenced ; each one lahhenting’ his own 

misfortunes, the lofs of his grand father, his father, and 

other friends,,."This continued for fonie ‘hours, after 

aie we prepared to return, ro ie joe 

‘My vifits to Tartarrac, to me were very § ‘agreeable, 

‘Ponies an oppért rtupity of conver fing with people who 

conducted 
ha 

“a: igo msn eshte Set : Bete 

“ = agp SOT ene ~# ~~ ~ : 

an soi ne % ait » a a ae neste 
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conduéted much as the people of Canada. Their bread. ¥ 
was much pleafed with. 

Our bufinefs being conducted’ much as heretofore,, 
“we teok to our canoes, and’ in the ufual time returned 

to our friends. On my return, I and my boy went on 
with our bufinefs—our Indians employed in their feve- 

ral diverfions, for the men never perform any manual 
labour, except making inftruments for war. The 
{fquaws always perform the Harvelt work, fuch as te: 

plant 2-4 drefs the corn, bring from the woods fuch 

game as the hunters from time to-time recover. 

In about fix montlis after our return, fome of our 

_ warriors formed. a plan to rob a diftant nation of their 

furs, &c. (for they continue peaceable but for a tt 

time together.) This nation was. called the Whi... -. 

dian, and lived about three hundyed. miles north. 

‘Five bundred of the fprieft and moftenterprifing of our 

Indians, of, whom I was .counted one, went .throug!. 

the ceremonies ufually practifed on like occafions, fet 

out on the propoied robbery, without any provifion, de- 

pending wholly on hunting for a fupply. . 

We marched with proper guides for three weeks. 

Coming near to the place of deftination, we made a 

halt, and confulted the beft method to fall upon them. 

| Twas mersee that a number fufficiens. 4 the purpok, 
(for 
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(for they were a harmlefs, defencelefs people) fhould 

divide themfelves into {mall companies of two.each—~ 
every company take a different. rout in’ a circuitous 

marchround the mountain.” My companion, with 
whom I travelled, took orders. and: departed; both car- 
rying fire arms and ammunition, with a ftrit. charge 

to return at a certain time, as had been Maree on, 

whether fuccefsful or not.. 

We travelled five days, without. making any difcov. 
ery s at length, on the fixth day, as we were chatting 

together, my friend efpied a man ”..nding naked, with 

a bow in his band at the entrance of a cave—I, ran to’ 

him, and’ with my tomalawk difpatched him—he did 
not fhoot, although armed with bow and arrow, The 

way being prepared for our entrance into the cavern 

in fearch for plunder, a difpute arofe between us, who: 

fhould enter firt ; we at length determined by catting: 

lots, and the Tot felfon me: Iwitha lightedtorch en- 

tered, my friend followed with his tomahawk “elofe t to 
my heels—here we met with many difficulties.; I with 
my torch in my left hand, my tomahawk in my right ; 

he with. his loaded gun in one hand and tomahawk in 
. the other ;: we crawled on our hands and’ knees, {earce- 

i t a 

ly daring to breathe, much lefs to” whilper: After 

‘moving 

* They dug into a mountain, and fecreted, themfetves aad 
property in caves, 
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amoving on for fome: confiderable tength, we Were Rope 
by -aofhort wen tothe’ right’; trom thence: creeping 
forward vith’as ‘tach filence as ‘poflible, Lind ano. 
ther cutiito the left 5. inthis courte we'Reered"Zor forte 
“vine, at lerigth F uifcovered by the lighe of shy ‘torch, 
a large ‘opening, apparently’ ‘OF about ‘fifteen or ewénity 

fdet'ftiare. In this $ ‘opening we difeovered a ‘nuimber 
moving about. I then begdn to realife my ftuationy 
to be more critical than ever before or fince-—no res 

treat, for ve ‘could’ not vor to get out, our “enemies. 

before Us, and. we ‘knew ' not in what nianiier they were 

| prepared to’ receive us. ‘On our ndirer appraach, we 

‘gailed o our ‘voices into yelling and Whooping, it in order 

to intimidate them, ' and. prevent their making : any de~ 

fence—this fucceeded, and prevented their making the 

Kat defex.ce. They all, confifting of four women, five 
men and three children, huddled together i in ong corner 

here: ‘as was. previoutly agreed, on, I waved iny. tarels 

‘to keep i it brisning, and to give my companion, every 

| afliixanee i in uny power to. execute his part, which Wasi 
to, 

« #This cave, in‘e'which:we enterei, forthe’ readei'’s: Beiter 

-wnderflanding, I will defcribe. The entrance is -juft wide'e. 
hough to admit one perfon ata time, gradually defcending 

afew fe et, arched over with timber, then ona level until we 

come to the turns, then through to the next as above, and fo on 
to the opening, in which we found the people----this opening 
was arched at its top with large beams of cedar, &c. 
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to kill all we thouldifind.withins: ‘The eecuttoner-pet- 
formed his part, ‘by ikilling : the ‘*who!e withi-his toma. 
bawk.:, Thofe perfons appeased quite on A 
any. I wan ever, von Hees: 

The adults siiienia on sive f fest ees vite leteea 
round hedds, flat nofes,. wide mouths, very latge ahd 
white teeth, very long, ftrait and very white hair, pale 

countenance, having no o¢ccafion ta samble abroad ex- 
cept ta hunt for food.and bedding; a {mall portion, of 

each ferving them—they are ftrangets to fire and cloth- 

ing, living a moft indolent. life. | Wefound no. kind of 
todl with them, excepting one made fomething’ like a 
hatchet, having a ftone made flat at one end, and faf- 

tened into a ftick {plit atop end..i: Fhe bottom of the: 

cavern was-edvered over with deitiss: ‘piled ap ‘oucton-a- 

Bear) For. and” of :almoft ‘ev wy: ffeciei: of. animals, 
commion to that‘part of the country.* In" one ‘corner 
of this room, we founda quantity of «meat; Stinking 

horribly ; this appeared’'to be <heir only food! ; -howev- 
er, we were obligzd to’ feed un fome through neceffity. 

We carted: on of: ae ites ‘as Beaver'and — 
i, taal oh bbe a | IR ; 

* Their manner ot catching their gin, by’ it savin 
the ground, flightly covering them wi th ‘fothe finalt ‘tvdige' cov. 
ered over with ledves, ‘into hich ‘the anime? falls; anaiie® Seatitt 
taket.” 

-Bufalo, 
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‘Raccoon, and at the mouth of the .cave, loaded our-. 

felves with as much fpoil' as we coald ftand under, and 

fs expeditions ay palible, travelled on to our head 
quarters, where we found our feveral companions, whe 

had as before defcribed, performed their feveral routs ; 

they were fuecefsful, ‘and joined the main ‘body, loaded 

with» Jike plunder.  Hereupon. a general fhout took 

place with claping of hands, &c. being much pleafed 
with. our good luck." ‘Fhe whole company freely pars 

took'of fuch fare; as our friends had. in cur abfence 
‘(which wasinine days from the time of our departure) 

prepared—the whole body, each one taking his propor- 
tional igare of baggage, began our retreat homeward. 

During:our march from a neighbouring pond, we 
‘beandsnoifes, as of many water fowls, which we conclu. 
td) Had. colleéted: in: the ‘pond... We were much. 

elated ):at' this, having a keen: appetite fer. fowl; 
a number were fent off to fearch the pond, myfelf mak- 
ing one, we foon reached it; but to our furprize found 

the fowl had (confiding in their trufty wings) left the ‘ 
water--cafting ous eyes over the pond, we, difcovered ‘dik 
‘avesydarge white:Bear diving frequently, asif for fith- J infid 

~ Re at length fixed himfelf on a large flat rock on one the 

scquelvaat 

ann a ~~. ~~ at > - et ~ — b = ~ 
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Pe a fide, looking into the watery: ftriking his fore paw, as me 

: _ though catching fith, at every ftroke lifting up_ his the 
| naw, as if to {ee its contents—I being eager, fired from Hav 

_ the those at the Bear, but without effe& ; my ball ast [i - face, 
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could plainly fee 'Qrick his -fide, his hair being very 
thick and'long, preverited my killing him :on which, 
an experienced gunnet ifteped up, ‘obfervirtg his .raifed 
paw, aimed at the {pace between the under fide of the 

paw‘arid body, thot and killed him:inftantly. This was 
a lucky event's we foon dew hin from’ the water— 

which in fome meafure made up forour difappoint- 

ment in the water fowls, ‘We dreffed our gathe, and 
with it joined-our brethren; the: ‘main body, and foon 
renewed our march homewards, which | we in three 
weeks: performed. ‘ 

‘a “Ager making an equal diftribution of plunder, each 

one retired to his home and’ employment.’ Our:great 
ment now began to think it high time to-honor me with 
the Infigtia‘of their tribe, and tn give mea new and ma> 

-jeRtic name, having in’ many ‘excurfions witneffed’ my 
valor. \ I dreaded the ead however, was obli- 

ged to fubmit. 

The mark by which the Tribe I ‘Reto to was 

‘diftinguithed from: all others, was that of the fun onthe 
infide of the right leg, and of the moon and feven Rars'on 
the outfide of the fameileg. ‘This was péerforried ion 
me by pricking with’: fharp needle into my sight leg, 

the various preferibed forms, in red and blue colovrs. 

Having marked my leg, they proceaded to’ mark’ “my 

face; which I: tuch'oppofed, determined not to con 
any! — {ent 

\ 

° Bh ig 
~ 

> 

-~ ; nevee MA 

oe a 

cetera LO 

on a oe 

eg e ie 

—— 



56 ge ee MOBMOURS: OB oe 

Swami — : Ga ae —- ee 

¥ oso a ? % “ a 

feat-—I, therefpre; truggled, and.endeavotited: to.cfeape 
by biting, kicking, &¢3 they; however sent; on and 
Rightly marked my, face,-sithem proceeded to, pluck my 
hair from my. head, excepting a fmall, part on.the back 
the, dignefs; of my. handis-they,, procceded to. .drefs 
mos at-this L-made.noj further oppofition, not, willing 
to.lofe, she good.cpinion:my, friends had, fosmed of. mes 
Which -by:this.time, became of no fmall consequence. to 
me. t They, painted: amy. head. ini cheqners, sof. different 

colours; then fixed.a gold-ring.in my. nofe, Aver drops 
to my ears; then faftened a flrap to.my lock. .of :bair 

. behind, which reached to the ground, filled with broach. 
‘from: tap ‘to bottom; then’ tied a: Aring of beads of 

‘various colours round-my rieck, interfperfed with differ, 
ent: coloured feathers, all fixed.into: a: leather.collar, of 
curidua; workmanthip:; a ‘leather. -fttap; ornamented as 
above swas thrown over my: fhoulders,,at: ¢ach-end were 

Axed ‘owo filver: plates ‘witli :engtavings ; ‘ont one, the 
form of a Buffalo, on the other, that of .a Panther}; td 

this they added tice beft blanket the Tribe poffeffed, 

. Ormamented:. with ; five hundred, broaches; my fhirt a 
gay:calico.;’ my butkins, red, moggafons yellow, orna- 
mented with beads.and feathers, of meny colours, tied 
kagether with pasty coloured. ;ribbands, two Peacock 
feathers:ftuck into my lock: of hair, completed my drefi 
m~then: proceeded; the formality’ of giving me .fome 

great mame; the greatelt and moft learned .were econ: 
fulted on this occafion, After a; Ipng :confaltation, 

, ieee 



ro ,.cfcape 
on cand 
pluck my 
she hack 

| to, .drels 

t, willing 
ed of me 

different 
iver drops 
"7 OF hair 

th broach- 

£ beads of 

vith differ, 

r collar, of 

mented. as 
mend were 

nm one, the 

inther } td 
poflefled, 

my fhirt a 

low, orna- 
ours, tied 

Peacock 

my drefs 
me fome 

rfalt ation) 

*ewas 

and ammunition. 

Were econ: 

CHARLES DENNIS RUSOE D'ERES, 57 

*rwas agreed on, and a Chief whofe office it was, fiep- 

ped up to me, and in a loud voice proclaimed my 
name, Roooftontee Cowalwoo.* 

After this ceremony clofed, I retired to my thop, 

and with my apprentice, carried on my bufinefs; the : 

Indians frequenting it as ufual; at all times coming’ 

in, and with deference and refpeé, approached me, 
knowing my important ftation. Thus invefted with 
the higheft honor, they could confer on me, I realifed 

my importance and power, and foon began a reform 

among ‘them—all my inftruions were attentively o- 
beyed. In this way I went on for fome length.of time ; 
receiving and making congratulatory vifits from, and 

to my neighbours. ! 

‘ ( <a 4 

Some time after, one of my familiar acquaintance 
propofed a fhort hunt for fmall game. I readily con: 

fented, and we two fet off, prepared with traps, guns 

After travelling five days, we came te an extenfive 

} plain, totally divefted of any kind of vegetable, and 

nothing but fand, dty and light; which on 2 gentle 

breeze of wind is put in tnotion—fometimes the wird 

when raifed to a high degree, and blowing one way for 
any 

* Signifying great, majellic, acquired by great and ware 

like deeds, &e, 
F 
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any soafderable time,, - puts the fand into a quick and | 

Wiolent : motion, and rolls i it,up into the appearance of 
waves. forming deep troughs between each roll or wave; | 

' whenever this happens, no one can pais over this track- 

lefs watte. Soon after our coming to this. place, . fud- 

‘Menly a ftrong wind from the north arofe, and. formed 

the furface of this plain, i into the appearance‘as juft re- | 
lated. Neat by we were obliged to CAMP, : and tarried 

four days, until the ftorm abated. Our tarry here, was | 

attended’ with difficulty, not having a fufficiency of 

- food. and to’ “opportunity of fupply prefented, we were 

teduced to the Taft’ morfel, — In our feeble. ftate, (a calm 

feafon,) we attempted’ to crofs over this, appatently,ime 

paffable heath. On our way we found two human be- 

dies almok petrified by the heat of the fun, and warm 
-fand, which through the whole, retained fuch a degree 

at heat as to one our feet. 

“During our encampment and travel over the.fand, 

our guides (which were the fun by day, and moon and 

ftars by night)forfook us, being cloudy the whol. time, 

‘On. examining our. ftores, we found but one pound 

of fmoaked Buffalo for us both. .,We marched on 

northerly, towards our village; having the fun 

for our guide, (it now pleafantly appearing. ) 

After four days travel from the fand, we came to a 

Spacious meadow + here I failed for want te} food, fat 
| Kye wilt eS down, 

eS ae 

"2 Bo 2 pee 
A t= 
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down, and expedted ‘here to end my days; but ‘my’ 
companion kept up his courage, and travelling a fmall 

diftatice from me, efpied’a Deer laying down behind a’ 
windfall—he ran back to me, and told me he had found’ 

good meat. He foon killed’'the Deer, and’ ‘opening’ 

his body, devoured in a naked ftate the entrails’; this I 

could not partake of. My friend chopped up fome 

meat and made broth, wich I greedily fwallowed, 
which was the moft delicious morfel I ever tafted, hav- 

ing for fome days before received no kind of fiourifh- 
ment, except our leather belts cut up and foaked in 
water. , he Pe a 

One night, foon after laying down to fleep, we were’ 

roufed with a heavy fhower of rain, attended vith tre’ 
mendous thunder and fharp lightning—this ‘farther én- 
‘feebled me, having nothing to fcreen me from the wea-’ 

ther. In this feeble ftare I éontinned: fome days—my 

companion fixed his traps:in different parts of the meas 

dow; baited with flefh we had cut and’ prepared from: 

the dead bodies we found in the fand~he canght many. 

Beaver, &c. During our tarry-here, the weather pro- 
ved rainy and the fun beclouded, fo that we could not, 
leave the {wamp, not knowing which way.to fleer. 

One day juft before fun fet, we happily difcovered 

our retreat from this difmal fwamp, by the fun.-. We 

immediately upprovenl this opportunity for efcape by: 
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bundling up our furs, &c ;, and by the help of the moon. 
decamped, fteering & north courfe, and by morning hap- 

pily found ourfelves quite out of the meadow*—we 
then lay down and flept foundly until noon—eat hear- 

tily of the venifon my friend killed in the fwamp, fome 
part we fmoaked ; here we tarried until the next day, in. 

order to recruit and reft our weary limbs. On our way 
home,each night we prepared and fet traps forFox,Sable, 

Beaver and Mink; each morning we found that our 

traps caught more or lefs, fo that before we came to 
our homes we collected 2 very large quantity, info. 

much, that our bundles were too heavy for us to carry. 

We travelled on, and in a few days after came fafely 

to our friends ; from whom we met a hearty welcome, 

which was fhown by claping of hands, whooping and 
dancing round us. 

Soon after my return, I was feized with a vidlent 

fever, of the pleuretic kind, which continued for a long 
time, and ended in a long intermitting fever. Here I 
realifed the comfosts of the clofe attention of a friend, 

who ftuck by me clofer than a brother; I mean the 

aid of my adopted mother, the Indian fquaw before 

mentioned. She never left me, day nor night, during 

®Thisiwamp or meadow, was of forty miles extent, and 

pearly fquare, covered with faggs and sufhes to a great height 

near the center, I Say in my fecble Rate. ' 
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‘my illnefs, which continued five months—her friendly 
hand: adminiftered: fuitable anodynes, prepared from 
fuitable herbs. and roots, fpontaneoufly growing in 
that country. She frequently would call in the neigh- 

‘bouriig aged, ‘atid molt experienced fquaws,” and with 

thei, confult the beft ‘means of application, and how- 
‘ever difficult to recover, {pared no coft nor pains to 

obtain and prepare ‘them for my afe. In this ficknefs, 
“X was reduced very low, laying in bed+ fo long as to 

‘rob my” ‘batk and fides of their natural covering, my 
“fini = il) ‘which, my faithfal: nurfe replaced by exter- 
al fpplications. 

“Aher my long and tedious confinement, T too. feon 
‘went abroad—my bufinefs urged me to work; T being 

‘the orily blackfmith in ‘our Tribe, too refilutely began 
‘to' work, and thereby. brought on a relapfe, which a- 

, Balti confined’ tie\ to my wigwam, and'a long; feeble 
ftate of health’ enfied—F 9~titn’ liad! revourle to my 
nurfe and dottor, my mother’s, fhe atedntively confidered 
my cafe, pronounced it defperate, pat recovery, unlefs 
prevented by my: fteady adherence to her prefcriptions; 
I promifed ftridtly to obey, and cheerfully ‘gave myfelf 
into her hands——fhe undertook my cure, and foon check- 

eb tes ¢ piney “ee ed 

“ete tga with dis are their dacpevs and Bhyliciane, 

+ My bed was made of the fhins of Buffalo and Beaver, Taie 

My 
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ed my diforder, by givin me. Buffalo’s blood to. drink 

lukewarm—I draak more or lefs every days butil my 

complaints were no more, . 

? id PINT SAE 
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My firength gradually increafing with .my..return- 

ing health, I foon recovered; but before I-entered, on 

-fhop bufinefs, I vifited our chiefs, with a view to carry 
on my propofed plan of reform among them ; fetting 

forth the advantage, that the more civilized .part, of 
mankind enjoyed than they in their-rude and. ungul- 
tivated ftate. I began by. informing. them of the, MARS 
ner of my father’s particular mode of. family govern, 

ment, of conducting his domeftic bufinefs, &c. &c 3 to 

all which, they gave attention, and anfwered, by firft 
fhaking their heads in 3ifapprobation of my plan, then 

fneeringly would fay,.you tell a pretty good:ftory, but 

ours is much better than yours, our natioyi greater, and 

more ancient than yours-—we live . great;,while, in the 
world,and-know much more than your nation; our ways 

are preferable to yours, we will be Endian,: ,. J found my 

attempts were fruitlefs, therefore for. the prefent dropt 
my plan, intending at fome future time to puriue. it, ‘f 

a convenient DEportnnity fhould afer 

Ina few days I went on idk my bufinefs in my 

thop, my boy continuing with me, who by this time 

_ became very helpful, having acquired a. confiderable 

infight into the bufinefs, which daily increafing, a 

£ ‘ 
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ed me mich comfort and profit-wour Indians conftantly 
employing me in making: their tomahawks, fcalping 
koives, and traps; niending guns, arid: femetimes mak- 

ing new ‘gun-lockss all'which, they were obliged to 

go to artarrac ™ acto to! fir in bert 
them. © yPeowwa:: 

$s ‘ Bi Oe manasa t 
} a By. in CNTR Py ry rt if 3 Or $ask 

-Iga"adtivering’ ‘my ‘Work; ot eeehatd mp p 
. firs), ‘Binfang,’ &e's * carefully Rotihg ‘then chsh an 
opportunity prefenited’ to’ ‘idtiick “at *Pattarvat.”" My 

_ enployers‘would ‘frequently’ take! rhe” large prefents 
in addition to the ftipulated price for my work—the 

fquaws i in particular, would make me many, and val- 

wile ¢ ones} éonfifting of fap- fugar, aiinually ” ‘made in 
February. Of this fugar, | I could ‘culled on any , fad- 
dep | en. argency, ‘large quantitjes. “Th he ‘{Guaws would’ 

P } &/ i Be, § 

enter my, op with the: fu yar wra opin the fore 
part ‘of ‘their ‘blankets; 3. on “Teheig coming near, they 
would drop z alow courtely, faying, Ro gol} cater, x ae give 
you good fugar ; ? t with a nod of my head; thanked 

~ them, ‘pomting to ‘a Tange ‘eabin in 67: corner of ‘my 

fiidp, bid them throw it up there, which they cheerful- 
ty did ; tur: ding to go out, they would drop'a courtely 
are B° sii | 

vie piss " on By a KS ileal Mh, 

a Acaility isi my ‘work, not wor wishotit sSetotio 

vite: fcorn young Indians, my intimates. One day a 

numbet géthered, and began to banter one another, 

; and . 

6s 

i ee 

ee 
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tind braging of their fuperior abilities in jumiping, wreft. 
ling; &c 5 one in particular offered to bet fifty broaches 
again an equal:number, that he could jump-kigher 
than any one prefent-—upon this an intimate of mine 
took, him up. and propofed that I fhould jump with him; 
we jumped one after the other ; all agreed to decide 
the wager in my favour. tJpon examining my antago. 

nift, I found that he, had no broaches with--him.; J re- 
fented, his. conduct and told, him he. was a rogue. in 

: iar the sspears mat having i it in: his power 

° jp both . i] pan 

"One day he came ¢ into my ah with, 2 good blan- 

ket loaded with broaches, I ‘catched his blanket from 
his back and t tore aff fifty broaches, and threw his blan- 

si under my Bie ws; he crawled undér them. for his 
lgnket,” ‘expo ng his. polteriors ; I faatched my . rod 
pr the: fire, and. whipped. him fo as to blifter his back 
fides, he yelled heartily, ran to. the river and plunged 

in ; this brought a number round, me, haftily enquiting 

the caufe of fo much noife ; I told them my ftory, they 
all juftified me, and fo the- matter blew. over. 

Some time after an Indian came to my fhop, and 

afked me to go with him to a neighbour’s wigwam ? 
I afked for what purpofe ?. he informed me that.an In 

Giza lately returned trom Tartarrac had brought rum, 
: and 
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and kept drunk for fome time ;, that his {quaw. could 

not find his rum. I went with.my friend to the tipler’s 

wigwam, and we found him almoft in a lifelefs ftate. 

We fearched every place, likely for him to fecreet his 

rum, but to no-purpofe ; but as we came from the wig- 

wam, we found two fturgeon fith, which my friend 

attentively viewing, fuppofed the rum might be con- 

, cealed within them—he ripped open the fifh, and. in 

each he found a bottle of rum, artfully concealed 5 

this we foon deftroyed, and left the wigwam and the 
drunkard—returned to my fhop and went on as ufual ; 
I and my boy turning off work to advantage. 

Soon after, as.I and my boy lay in found, fleep at 

midnight, I was roufed by aheavy voice from without, 
calling me by name, demanding entrance ? I knew; 

his voice,* and refafed.to let him in ; he perfifted, and 

faid he would come in,. faying, I want to fpeak with 

you very much; I bid him gohome and come in the 

morning ; he made.every effort to force open my. door,, 
but not fucceeding, he came to the window, and forced 
the thutter open, difcharged his gun upon me—the ball 

entered the fide of my fhop about fix. inches.:from my: 
head, as I lay on my bed. This roufed me, and fpringing, 
up, I caught my gua which ftood near me loaded with 

ball, (as was my practice always to keep my gun near 
. . me 

® The drunkard. 
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me at night, to defend myfelf againft every intrader, } 
Repped up to the window and thot mar who dropt 
and died asia 

The firing of two guasin the dead of night, caufed a 
general alarm through the village. A large number 
{oon ‘¢olleéted, and underftanding the caufe, took 
and put me under keepers, to be brought forth in the | 
morning for trial. Icontentedly fabmitied, inowing 
my catife to be good, having adted on the epee 
only. 

In the morning I was condudted to the place of 
trial, which was in the open air, and at a finall diftance 
from my fhop. «On my: Coming near to the couneil of 
trial, a thought Atruck my mird, that if the trial fhould 
$9 again& me, ‘I: fhould -be tortured in a favage-like 
manner ; determining to die on the fpot, rather than — 

fubmit to their tortures; which { had frequently before 

fee on thidir enemies. - I afked liberty to return to mw ' 
dwelling; to.adjuft fome affairs there—JI gave my word 
foon to return, which they (knowing my exalted fta- 

tidfi and importance ‘with them,) without hefitation 
yranted. I returned to my thop, and armed myfelf 

with two piftols and a truity knife; concealing them 
tiader my blanket. ‘Thus prepared for every’ event, I 

returnéd to the court, who were formed in the foliow- 

ing manner; on a block of wood fixed one.end in the 
ground, 
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ground, about fix. feet. from its furface, fat, the chief 

jutice ; and at his feet on a {mall block, fat the crimin« 

al; on the right and left from the chief juftice, fat a 

number of the chiefs of the Tribe, in a circular form 

all fitting crofslegged. . The. court being thus feated, a 
profound filence enfued, which continued for two hours 

—they all fat flaring on one another, as if at a lofs in 

what manner to procsed—at len;th the'caufe came on, 

the accufer* ftept forward, and affirmed that I had 

wantonly killed his:friend by: fhooting him, who was in! 

the lawful purfuit of his bufinefs. ‘That I killed him, I” 

did not pretend to deny; but affirmed that ‘I killed 

him in my own defence; that he came'to my fhop at. 
an unfeafonable time of the night, and that. with an in- 

tention to kill me, as I could plentifully prove—upon 

this, I begged leave to. call forward the deceafed’s 

fquaw, and the perfon prefent at finding the rum as be- 
fore related—this was granted ; the witnefles came fors 

ward. ‘The fquaw affirmed that her fanop, on. coming 

cut of his drunken fit, fought for his rum, but could 

not find it; that on, this he appeared much incenfed, 

enquired of her, who had got his rum ; fhe informed 

him that Roooftontee and his friend had deftroyed it ; 

he raved round the wigwam and fwore revenge, by 
killing Roooftontee ; and that he on the night in which 

he was killed, left hig home, having loaded his gun 

for 

® Thr deceafed’s brother. ° 
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for the purpofe of killing me. My friend afferted that 
he with me deftroyed the deceafed’s rum ;* and that 
the flain had frequently, after the rum frolick, {wore 
revenge on me; which he (the witnefs) fooner or la- 

ter, expected would be put in practice, as the Indians 

never pafs over an affront with impunity. | 

The judge liftened to the charge again me, and 

the evidence produced to fubftantiate my defence, ap: 

peared tige to pronounce for or againtt me. 

It is impoffible for the reader to realife my itis 

at this moft critical and important moment—before the 
tribunal of a favage, affifted by favage council only, 
whofe friendfhip at beft is but momentary. Oh! 

thought I; if my tender and affectionate father could 

but wew me inamy prefent condition; how would his 

“parental ‘bowels move for me? on his knees, with up 

lifted hands, would he plead, Oh! fpare my ‘darling 

fon once more; fet him at liberty—I know his inno- 

cence—let me once more embrace him, ‘who was torn 

from my arms, doomed to bondage, and unjuftly fuf- 
fered already too much, but for favage nature to in- 
dure—come ye who are fathers, liberate him, and view 

tke parental embrace, not to be realifed, but by parents 
on 

* Which was done ayreeably to a law, in that cafe. de 

end provided, 
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‘en fimilar-eccafions. -All this, andmuch More might 

‘have been uttered, had my father been prefent; but 

‘alas! he is at too great a-diftance even: to hear my 

cry. 

‘Such thoughts as I ‘have juft related, ftruck me with 
folemn awe; with trembling heart J wifhed for, but 

dreaded to hear the fentence pronounced from the jud- — 

ge’s lips. The judge held in his left hand a long fick, 
his right hand grafped the dreaded knife. He with 

majeftic look, turned to the circled chiefs, and ‘ordered 

them, one at a time, to pive their opinions for, or a- 

gaint the prifoner as he fhould dire&. Thofe in fa- 
vour, and willing tr it him, fhould declare by lift. - 
ing up their right hanus—the dreaded mdmerit came, 

and they oneat atime raifed their right hands; the 

judge caréfully cut a netch’on the right fide of his ftick, 

for every one in favour; on the left fide he cut one 
notch for every'up lifted hand againft me. This hav-' 
ing been attended'to, the judge counted the favourable 
notches, and the unfavourable ones, and found the whole 

number (excepting two) were for fetting me at liberty, 
and ftrongly recommended me to the good will of my 
fellow villagers. | 

This joyful event was publicly notified, and the na. 

tional pipe brought forward aud placed on the block, 
on which I fat when on trial ; to which the whole vil- 

lage aflembled.and fmoked in token of approbating the 

! conduct 
G 
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conev& of the judge in fetting me’at liberty; and in 

token of receiving me to their former favour and good 

will; no one (excepting thofe two who had’ voted a. 
gaint me) refufed to fmoke at the great pipe. Thus 

the matter ended, and I went much pleafed to my ufiral 

. employment. ae 

_ I worked in my fhop daily, but not without fear 

from thofe who appeared againft me on trial, knowing 

an Indian’s temper—they never forget a feeming inju- 

ry ; and knowing that thofe two were nearly related 

to the deceafed—-I therefore, always went armed, ex- 

petting fome fecret revenge would foon take place, 

However, my having gained the good willof our 

chiefs, by my heroic deeds on many former occafions ; 

ang my-condudct in defending myfelf, when aflaulted by 
my adverfary, and manfully killing him, ferved to keep 

up my fpirits tolerably well. But time, that great de- 

vourer of paft evils, however ftrongly impreed on the 

mind, concurred in lulling me into too great.a degree of 

fecurity, expecting my enemies would forget, and pafs 

over theduppofed injuries done them; but in this I was 

miitaken, as by the fequel will appear. 

Some time after having occafion to fet and burn a 

kiln of char-coal, at fome diflance from my home ; 

.one night as I was tending my coal without any per- 
fon with me, (having fent my bey home to take hi: 

el reit) 
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re(t) never leaving it myfelf day nor night, until fully 

burnt—fome one from the neighbouring bushes, fired 

upon meg the ball entered my left thigh jute below my 

hip bone ; I fell: immediately, and lay bleeding on the 

ground, unable to help myfelf—I made feveral attempts 

to rife, but in vain—hallowed for help for a long time ; 

at length a triend hearing my voice, came to me, and 

by his friendly aid, fupporting me in his arms, I fasely 

returned to my dwelling.* 

On my return, my old doctor fearched the wound, 

found that the ball was in my thigh, but could not ex- 

tra& it; the applied fome mollient platters, which in 

fome meafure eafed my pain. After laying four days, 

fhe delivered me of the ball, by {queezing the wound, 

which by this time had feftered. 

I was under the doctor’s hands twenty days before 

Iwas able to walk with crutches, My. lamenefs con- 

tinued five months. ‘The fcar made by' this hot, is vi- 
fible to this day, ' 

- Having in a good meafure recovered, I refumed my 

former bufinefs; my cuftomers calling every day for 

my 

* The Indian who fhot et “me, I afterwards learnt was 

ene who on my trial voted againft me; he immediately ab. 
fconded, and I never faw him after, 
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my work, having been for fome time in want, occafions. | 

ed by my long confinement. : ti 

1 

Nothing material turned up for, or againft me for one w 

year after. At length, wanting coal, I ereéted a new W 
kiln, and in {craping up the leaves and dry duft with. CC 

my hands to cover it over, I roufed a Rattle Snake; | o1 
who in his anger bit my hand; atthis I was much. 
troubled, fuppofing the bite would prove fatal, but in 

this was pleafingly difappointed by an effectual cure w 

wrought by a-fkilfulfiurgeon, who focn came to my of 
help, feveral of my neighbours accompanied her,, who fo 

immediately wounda firong cord* round my arm be ve 
‘Jow my elbow, binding it fo tight as to prevent the cir» hi: 

_ eulation of blood below the-cords: this done, fhe with a 

flint fcarified my hand; erofling the wound‘in different 

angles; fhe then with falt in her mouth fucked the poi- 

fon fronr the wound, on which fhe ftrewed fome falt ;. 

this was repeated feveral times without loofening the cord 

until the neat day ; when the cord is.taken off, the fwel- 

ling fubfides, a cure is effected, and my: arm, which 

during the operation was numb and ufelefs, immedi- 

ately recovered its wonted vigor. Several times after I 

was bitten by. Rattle Snakes; like applications-were 

made, which effected like cures. 

Notwiths- 

Coes 

*® Made from the Gnews of wild animals. . 
» 
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ations. Notwithiftanding I had got rid of one of my mor- 

tal enemies, one ftill’ remained equally revenveful. 

Tis brought me to a difagreeable : fituation, being al- 

or one ways obliged to carry defenfive: weapons about me 

a new wherever I went, and never wifhing to mingle with my 

t with. comrades in their diverfions—before this, I ever was 

Snake; | onv.of.the foremoft in all our amufements.. i 

much. 
but in Th this troubled‘ ftate T remained for fometime, un- 

1 cure willing to unburden myfelf to any one; at length one 

to my of my moft intimate friends being in my fhop, having for : 

. who fome time obferved my dejected countenance and ‘refer- 

rm bea ved behaviour, .anxioufly.. enquired-the caufe;. I taking 

he cizs him to be one of my moft confidential friends, told him 

with a the real.caufe.. He was: much touched with myirela- 

ferent tion, but. bid.me to keep up a good heart ;.that I was- 
e poi. ‘among my friends, who would defend me at all haz- 

efalt;. ards. I told him I did not doubt of the good will of 
seaed my neighbours, and added that ifvever Lfhould fall by 
achiral. | my enemie’s arm, it would be. ina fly, fecret manner— 

‘whicls he would take the advantage of me by waylaying my 

medi- walks in. the night,.or. when detained from home, as 

after L was the cafe when wounded. by my former foe—to 

this my friend obferved that this might happen, ;but he 

hoped not. He propofed, that if the. hatred continued, 

I.fhould leave this Tribe for two or three years, join 

fome other Tribe, and there: carry on my butinefs, by 

that time he hoped my adverfapy would be: dead, or 
forget the injury, 

S- were 

ith 

I thougl.t 
G2 
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I thought much of this advice, and con’d it over 

frequently in my mind, not knowiag how to commu. 

nicate it to others ; for to put the plan into prattice, I 

muft confult all our chiefs, or not obtain their confent ; 

without it I could not depart, nor pafs any Tribe toa 

more diftant one, without firft procuring my pafs and 

recommendation from the Tribe to whom I belonged, 

and fo onfrom Tribe to Tribe, until I fhould find fome 

one Tribe who weuld zive me proper encouragement 
to tarry with them. 

A ray of hope now flufhed my mind,. that I might 

once more vifit and enjoy my friends. in my native 

country; I therefore determined. to afk leave of abfence - 

for three years to vifit my friends, expecting that the 

chiefs would as readily grant me liberty to return to 
my friends, as to join fome other diftant Tribe of In- 

dians. Fluthed with ‘this idea, I commuticated my 

wifhes to fome chofen friends, they in my name went 

tothe refpective chiefs, who fummoned a general coun- 
cil onthe occafion. After a lengthy debate, I obtained 

free liberty to be abfent for three years to vifit my 

friends, on my promifé to return to them at the expira- 

tion of the term, (extraordinaries excepted) allowing 

me four young men to attend me to the next Tribe. 
i a 

Having prepared'myfelf by drefling in my beft at- 

tire, equiped with thie belt gun I thould choofe, and 
| every 
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every other neceflary, I took my leave of my friends, 
not without great regret, apparent on both fides—ma- 

ny of my friends colleéted to bid the friendly adieu ;. 
here I could not refrain fhedding tears, efpecially .on 
leaving my trufty boy, who clung around me, begging 

that he might go with me; but our chiefs would not 
confent, expecting he might be of fervice to them 

in my abfence, as he had now becom: a confiderable 

workman. 

With my waiters I departed in my canoe, fteering 

for the main, which I foon recovered, and with our 

canoes. &c. we directed our courfe through the woods. 

to the neareft water, as there is no travelling a great 
way through this country without canoes, by reafon of 

the many lakes and rivers.. 

After thus travelling fifteen days, we arrived on 

the borders of the next Tribe; here I made a halt, | 

and fent two of my waiters into their wigwams, with . 

my pafs and recommendation from our Tribe, as was 

my conftant practice to every Tribe through which I 

pafled on my way to Canada. My waiters were kindly 
received, and obtained liberty to pafs through their na- 
tion.* The Tribe received me with peculiar fatisfac- 

tion, knowing my Tribe, and my rank among them. 

ED 

*This Tribe is called Scarreofaw, which fignifies: the 

Moofe Tribe. 

> 
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My tatry among them was but fhort, pufhing for.. 
ward towards home with all fpeed. Here I difmifled 

my waiters, who returned back to- their homes; four 

others of the Scarreofaw Tribe were allowed to accom. 

pany me to the next Tribe, which was invariably prac 

ticed by tvery Tribe through which I paffed.. : 

Having procured fome: provifion, with my new 

companions I took my leave and departed, obferving 

anorthern courfe.. This Tribe at their own expence 

provided for me a'canoe and'provifion. We travelled 

on for thirty-three days before we came to the next 

Tribe ; each day on our encampment, at evening, we 

took care to cook’ (except when on the water) a fuf- 
fictency for twenty-four hou: , frequently killing fowl 

and other game as came in our'way. I was received 

by, this Tribe with every mark. of. friendfhip.. Here 
Ltarried.a fhort time.* 

During my ftay among them; after difmifling my 

former fervants, this Tribe made the neceflary ’ prepa-. 
ration for my journey, in waiters; canve.and provifion, 

In this: people I obferved a fenfible difference: between 
their language and ours, infomuch that I could under- 
fiand but very little of theirs, I muft therefore be put 

{to much difficulty-in my travel, but the waiters who al- 

. ternately 

* The name of this Tribe is Ifencto, which fignifies the 
Beaver Tribe. 

¢ 
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ternatelly waited’ on me, fafficiently.underftood the dif 

ferent language to tranfat@ the’ neceflary bufinefs, fo 
that F found no'great difficulty of being introduced to 

the feveral chiefs with whom I had occafion: to tranfact 
my neceflary bufinefs—one Tribe fufficiently under- 
ftanding the language of the next Tribe, and fo oa& 
from Tribe to Tribe until: my arrival within the limits 

of Canada. ‘With. my promifes of future friendthip 
with. them, and’ not hefitating to' mention my making 

them fome valuable prefents‘on my: return, (for they 
were informed’ by my waiters of the obje& of my jour- 

ney) if'ever put in pradticey with the:ufual ceremonies. 

aed RenmEN I eave 

On my’ way Teroitea a river very wide, the water 

i ie white,’ which I underftood’ var 
‘eaufed by a bed of filver dre ‘Having travelled on ie 
this manner for about ‘nine montlis I came in fi fight of & 
large pond, on the oppofite fide was a villages the refi: 
dence of another Tribe. Aifter ‘crofiing this pond’ E. 
fent two of my men’ to the Tribe as I had practiced 
heretofore, my meffengers after about'an Hour’s abfence’ 
returned with the following ftory, that on ‘their arrival 
they enquired for the chief or head Indian of thatTribe; 
they were inférmed that the Tribe was utider.the com- 
mand of a very old fquaw, to her they delivered their. 
meflage, who repli¢d'that the would-receive me provi. 
ded Leould ftand - trial of my courage as.a good 

; leche 
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warrior, &e ; faying that the had. a method whereby fav 
fhe could. diftinguith a man of courage from. a coward, dau 
that if E would confent,to ftand the trial, fhe was wil. perl 
ling fo far to receive me. On hearing this I entered the puri 
village, determining to ftand trial, eagerly intent on ton 
my journey, determining to furmeunt. every impedi- the. 
ment ; by the direction of my' guides I foon found my day: 
lady’s wigwam $ on coming near, fawher ftanding at leav 
the door with a piftol in one hand, with the other hand fion. 
the caught hold of my right hand and difcharged the own 
pittol, pointing it tomy breaft ; at this I neither winked 
nor ftarted back ;. the faw’my firmnefs, pulled: me into on! 
her wigwam, entertained me and my attendance in 
the beft manner according to their method of treating 
ftrangers.of the firft rank.* The next morning, the 
ad fquaw a a me shat the. 2% id: provide 

mien who attended me-to this ‘Tribe. The old C ueen, 

aud I foon became acquainted, and in amy broken way 
1 communicated to her the motives for my undertaking 

this journey, and fome fketches of my former fufferings, 
sc ;°to all which fhe paid particular attention,. and 

: obferving my {prightly actions and ‘warlike appearance, 

anne me an effer of being one of - her firft officers and 

favouritesy, 

* 1 Jearnt that it was her praftice to treat all ftrangers who: 

withed her patronage by trying them os above, if they flinched: 
they were deprived of her goad offices, 
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favourites, atid that I fhould marry her favourite 
daughter if I would tarry: vith her, with many other 

perfuafive argumentss’' She endeavoured to prevent my 
purfuing my planof returning to my friends, butiall 

to no purpofesofhe found that I: would not tarry, made 
the neceflary ~preparation.for my departure, and in fix 

days after my firft acquaintance with her, I took my 

leave and departed, with four men, canoe and provis 

fion. My joy increafing on my nearer approach to my 

own country ferved as wings to waft me on. | 

’ Icontinued my journey from Tribe to Tribe in the 

fame manner as before defcribed. Some villages, the 
refidence of each particular Tribe were diftant one from 

the other, fome forty, fome fifty miles. On my way I 
crofled a very large and rapid river, fupplied by three 

remarkable large fprings’on the fide of a large moun- 

tain, not far diftant from the place of the river where 

I paffed over. I cheerfully went on with my young 
men, canoe, &c. for about one month after paffing o- 

ver this river, I travelled on, and on the 19th day of 

June 1787, I arrived at Detroit after eleven yegurs 

abfence. 

Although now among my countrymen, I but poor- 
ly enjoyed myfelf for feveral days, having been fo long 

abfent I had almoft forgot my French . language 
and the inhabitants took me for an Indian; however, 

~ one 
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ene day I entered the fore belonging to.2.. Me. RBaibiny 
his clerk attentively viewed me, faw fomething. in my 
countenance different from the-countenances of my. In- 

dian corapanions, afked me in French, if I was all In- 
dian? Lanfwered’him in'the negative ; on-his queition. 

ing me further, I informed him, thoega in a:broken 

tanner, of .my %isfortunes among the Indians, and 

that my tather lived near Quebec; on, :afy leaving him 
ia the Grft-of, the year. 17765 the-elerk immediately 

ealled Mr. Baibie and informed him who I was, of my 

fuffetings, whether bound, &c. ‘Chis worthy man mov- 

ed with the account-I hadgiven of myielf, took partic- 

ular notice of me, and gave me. _Provifion during, my 

tarry at Detroit, Here I difmiffed my friendly com- 

panions, the Indians who came with me to Detroit; 

they bid me an affectionate farewel and: departed for 
their homes: Mr. Baibie furnifhed me with money to 
pay my paflage over the Lakes, St. Clair and Erie, I 

heartily thanked my benefactor, took my leave.of him 

after I had {pent ten days at Detroit, and departed, 
homewards bound, and arrived at Lake Erie in a few 

Mays. Here I.tarried but one day, from thence I went 

on by the way of Niagara Falls to Lake Ontario; 
here Utarried a few days, waiting for a paflage over 

this Lake. Iwas much reduced, having fold what 

tries I could fpave, at length hearing of a {mall vef- 

fel arriving from Cataraque, I immediately went on 
‘hoard, and to my great joy, foand the commander te 

ie 
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& my coufin from Quebec—we had not feen each oth- 

er for eleven years ; the joy felt by us both on this joy- 

ful meeting, is better felt than exprefled—-with this 

friend I croffed the Lake and came to Montreal. 

While at Cataraque, being in a lonely, difconfolate 

fate, deitituie of money and friends, I met with a gen- 

_ tlemen* to whom I communicated my wants; he, touch- 

ed with my diftrefs, at once became mm; friend, and be- 
ing a man of compaffion and large property, he took 

off my uncouth drefs (Indian fafhion) and gave me 

one agreeably to the drefs of the people with whom 

I now refided—here I tarried for one morth under the 

eye and affiftance of my invaluable friend and benefac- 
tor—-after which, as above related, I (my new drefs 

giving me fome une iinefs) aukwardly ftrolled about 

for fome time; at length finding a veffel ‘bound te 

Quebec, [ engaged my paflage thither, and after four 
days arrived at the city, the fight of which gave me 

inexpreflible joy. On my landing, my eyes were ftruck 

with a moft agreeable fatisfaction, viewing now an eb- 

je&t which heretofore, in my juvenile ftate, filled me 

with fingular pleafure ; anon an eclifice of public refort 

firuck me with inexpreflible joy—walking from ftreet 

to ftreet, I faw many of my former acqaintancéy to me 

faliy: 

* Mr. Geroge M’Lone, a merchant of .probity and lo-g 
property, , 

H 
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faity known, but to them I was as a ftranger—my joy 

on feeing them, many of whom being my former inti- ' 
mares at {chool and juvenile excurfions, overtlowed to C 

that degree, that I could not reftrain, but in a flood of @ 
voluntary tears of joy I ftopped them, and caught h 

them bythe arm, with a fobing heart, in broken French # 

cried out, do you not know me? I am Charley, your ¥ 

once beloved and faithful companion in forrow and joy ; « 
I am he who you faw wontonly torn from your affec- 7 

tions, and from the embraces of an indulgent, tender Ce 

i father, and by the command of a tyrannical ruler, un- 7 

a refervedly given to the Savages.of the wildernefs, with ” 

| them I have encountered many dangers, furmonnted hs 
0) unheard of (by you) trials ; I have fought you with 

wegrifome {teps, and here in this beloved, peaceful city 

a _g@ have found you. On their recognifing me, they with 

ey i open arms received and embraced me, and with un. 

“feigned friendihip, one and atl invited me to their ref 

pective dwellings. 

With my quendam, bofom companions, I tarried 

but a few days, enjoying their fincere congratulations 

on my fafe return to the city, wherein my firft young 

pulle began to beat; my anxiety of feeing my dear 

father* and family, urged my departure. 
T arrived 

_, *On my arrival at Quebec, I found that my father fill 
jived at Su. Nicola. 
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LT arrived at Quebec on Saturday, Auguft the 10th, 

£787, and on Monday following, I took my leave of my 

Quebec friends, and at three o’clock in the afternooa 

of the fame day, arrived at, my father’s houfe at St. 

Nicola,* without much difficulty I found his dwelling, 

and eagerly entered; here I found a beloved jifter, 

who intent on her domeftic affairs, on my entering 

took but little notice of me, however fhe complimented 

me with a feat near her; I attentively viewed her, and 

eafily difcovered in her countenance a family likenefs. 

I was eager to inform her of the caufe of my viiit; 1 

therefore began to :converfe with her, as who is the 

matter and owner of this houfe? is he within? or gone 

fome diftance from home? to which =the anfwered, 

this houfe. is owned-and occupied by .Mr. Louis Rufoe 

‘D’Eres, who is now in his fhop hard by; I then queftion: 
ed her about the owner’s family ? fhe informed me that 
his family. was but {mell, liaving,heretofore had a large 
one ; that but three children were left, the beitag one; 

that the family had been unfortunate,. having parted 
with two fons much beloved, one was gone to France to 

perfect his trade, being a limner, the other, a beloved 

brother, the youngeft of the family, was by a more than 

brutal decree given to Iudians, and by them carried to 

their far diftan: dwellings, this by my aged and tender 

; ‘father 

2 

* The diftance from Quebec being but nine miles. 
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father was feverely felt, for many days and lonely 

nights he lamented the lofs of his much beloved fon, 

would often in the extremity of grief cry out, Oh my 

fon' my fon! how waft thou torn from thy fond fa. 

ther’s embrace? and that at a period moft engaging, 

and what adds to my infelt forrow, given to the uncul 

tivated Savages of the tracklefs wildernefs, where noth. 

ing but brutal roar, increafed by the more brutal man. 
ners of cafe-hardened wretches, ftrangers to every feel- 

ing of humanity ; all this and much more was the dat 

ly effufions of my father’s parental brealt. I too, faid 

my fifter, mingled my tears and ¢ries with the beft of 

- fathers, but alas! al.s! our fighings were loft in air, 

"my once beloved brother is gone, no more to be feen 

and carefled by his fond father and deareft connecr 
tions. 

Stathiatisitigpeint given by my fifter, entered 

my inmoft foul, and roufed all my pafiions to the high 

eft key, for fome time I was unable to utter even one 

word, at length my tender paffions but a little fubfided, 

I began by informing her, that I had travelled among 

Indians of various Tribes, that in my travels I heard 

much of a perfon who had been wontonly delivered to 

them, that [had often heard his lementations echo 

through the uncultivated defert ; at this fhe attentively 

eyed me, and burft into tears, here a fcene opened im- 

poflible for me to deferibe ; here fat a long abfent and 

almoft 
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almoft forgotten brother, there a beloved filter, eager- 

ly catching every falling word from the lips of a'friendly 

ftranger—I could no lenger refrain, but fprang from my 

feat, caught her in my willing arms, and with a filam. 

mering voice, éxclaimed, Iam _ your brother! Iam he 

who was torn from my friends:and fuffered, was dead 

to them, now alive to declare to. you what I have expe- 

sienced in the various turns of Providence during my 

long abfence—does my father live ? is his life ftill con- 
tinued to receive the filial embrace? and to give the 

parental welcome? my fifter was much overcome and 

for awhile could not realife my fafe return, fhe at 

length recovered, faying, flay my brother,-I will haf- 

ten to my father. My fider ran to ny father, fouad 

him in the fhop dire@ting his workmen, fhe immedi. 

ately informed him of what fhe-had feen and heard, 

he liftened with indifference, faying all this cannot -he 

true, your brother is long fince dead, your informer is 

fome impoftor, who on hearing the particulars cf our 

lofs in your brother, now to eurry favour with us, has 

contrived this plaufible ftory to impofe on us. Her tar. 

rying fo long increafed my defire to fee him, I ran to the 

fhop, on entering I at once knew him, he turned to. 

wards me and caught me in- his arms; now thought |, 

my joy is compleat, my toils are at aw eid; once mitre 
I ~ealife the embrace of a long abfent father 3 be cone 
ye delufive fantoms, kcep back ye vilionary dreams, 

let 
Ha 
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let me bathe, fecurely bathe in the joyful tears,” and 

embrace the tendereft of fathers; to this the fpedta. 

tors could but utter, how tender the embrace of long 

_ “abfent friends ? 

After many expreflions of unfeigned joy, we retired 
tomy father’s houfe, where he gave me a minute ac- 

- count of his trials after I left him, of my brother and 

“» ~other fitter. He told me that he and my brother were 

confined in the guard houfe during the American war, 
and at the commencement of peace were liberated ; 

that he had fuffered much in his property, having loft 

his real property in Quebec, in confequence of his tak- 

ing an active part with General Montgomery, as has 

heen related ; that my brother was gone to France; 

that my other filler was now in a family ftate, having 
been married about two years. 

My father being (previous to my return) left with. 

out afon, he propofed that I fhould tarry with him and 

g° on with his black-fmith’s bufinefs—to this I readily 

eonfented, and went on in that line four years, enjoy- 

ing myfelf with my friends, with as much eafe and {at- 

isfaSion as if I had been with them from my youth, 

forgetting all things behind, looking for better things 

to 

*The relater fuppofes that joyful as well as forrowful tears 

aiternately flow. 
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tocome. ThusI went on until an unexpected letter 
from Montreal marr’d all my comforts. 

Two Indian chiefs arrived at my father’s with a 
letter from Colonel Campbell* at Montreal. On their 

coming I was much alarmed, knowing them to belong 
to a Tribe through which I paffed, when.on my return 

to Canada. I communicated thisto my father, who 
was much troubled and advifed me to take no notice 
of his letter, which was to invite me: t@ repair to Mon. 

treal, there to undertake to go as’ interpreter among 

the Indians to negociate tlre’ bufinefs fer the Englifh a- 
mong them. My father anxioufly enquired of the chiefs 
what Mr. Campbell wanted of me? why he had fent 

for me? they replied, they knew nothing of the bufi- 

nefs. I hearing of Colonel Campbell’s gentleman-like 

character did not hefitate, but with the chiefs fet of 

for Montreal. 

On my arrival Mr. Campbell informed me, that 

he was in want of an interpreter to go with the In- © 
dians, &c ; the Indians recognifing my perfon, claimed 
me as having received many favours from them, when 
among them. On this I began to fear fome trap was 

layed to carry me back to the Indians. 
The 

* An officer of diftinion at Moxtreal, and overfeer of the 

Englifh trade with the IndPaas, 
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The very idea of returning among thent was futiciens: 

to forbid my undertaking, I therefore difcovered.a 

backwardnefs; on which Mr. Campbell ufed many 

perfuafive arguments to gain my confent; as. that I 
fhould' be allowed captain’s pay with rations, and other 

priviledges annexed_to that.office.; that thofe Indians 

eame for this purpofe three’ hundred miles, and could 

not be denied; that the trade with’ them was of the 

greateft confequence to the Britifh nation.* All this 
Mr. Campbell fuppofed was a fufficient inducement for 

me to engage in thisimportant miffion, and propofed 

that I fhould take the oath of ‘office and of allegiance | 

tothe Britifh King, &c. &¢. This feniibly touched 
me, at once realifing:my former treatment from that 

King’s officers. I was fo much irritated that I thew 
my refentment in words, (perhaps too: fevere) this the 

Colonel.refented as pointed at him and his King; he 
called a guard to take me into cuftody—this incenféd 

me but the more; I was fo far from being intimidated,. 
that I even. damned him, and defied his. guard... The 

Indians being now abfent,.f turned my back, ran:to 

the river, jumped into a boat, which fortunately pre- 

fented for my efcape. In: this boat I croffed the St. 

Lawrence and with all {peed made towards:St. Nicola. 

Colonel. 

* This trade with the Indians confifted in furs of various 

kinds, barge quantities of which were annually experted to 

Engtand, 
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- €olonel Campbell immediately difpatched a mef- 

feiger with a letter to governor Carltom at Quebec, 

containing an account* of my efcape, andthe neceffity 

of apprehending me. This meflenger arrived at Que- 

bee nearly as foon as I arrived at St. Nicola, and with- 

in two days after my arrival, a ferjeant with his guard 

properly equiped, came to my father’s houfe in queft 

of their prey—on hearing this 1 armed myfelf, went 

out to them, and informed thém that I was determin- 

ed not to be taken alive, that I would kill the firft per- 

fon who fhould touch me—this brought on a parley, 

they informed me that they did not with to injure me, 

that they had no orders for this ; on this they retired 

to a neighbouring houfe, which gave me an opportun- 

ity to reflect on my fituation and mode of my future 
conduc. 

On.a mature deliberation of my prefent fituation I 
thought it beft to decamp,f and pufh for the United 

States, hoping there to finda fecure afylum from the 
Britith. This plan I communicated to my father, and 

- to fome few of my beft friends—this they confented 

to reluctantly, in hopes of my*fafe return to them at 

; fome 
| aie a ameianell 

* As I afterwards learnt from Montreal, and that he confide 

ered me as engaged in the Britith fervice. 

+ As I expeéted another vifit from them, and the uncertain. 
ty of the fuccefs, 
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fome future period. Having their confent and appro. 
bation, I prepared myfelf as well as my time and cir. 

cumtftances:would allow. 

T left my father’s family, direéted my courfe to 
St. Johns, where I fafely arrived ; here I procured a 

pafs to Onion Rriver, Vermont State, and arrived 
without much difficulty, and let myfelf to General 

Allen,with whom I wrought one month; he not having 

any further employ for me, I then engaged with a Mr. 

Boynton an innkeeper for two months, to work at the 

blackfmith’s and farmer’s bufinefs ; I alfo wrought at 

my trade with a Mr. Collins. 

One Evening at Mr. Boynton’s, I found two men* 

who came from Montreal, bound. to Hatfield and 
Northampton—lI fuppofing myfelf to be at too fhort a 
diftance from Mr. Campbell, and that he might by = 
fome means find out my place of abode; I therefore ed 

engaged a paffage with the travellers in their carriage, pie 

mtendjng to pufh further on towards Bofton or New- fey 

York, 
cul 

On our arrival at. Northampton, they generoufly bef 

gave me half the fum agreed on for my paffage, having my 

paid an equal proportion of our expence on the jour- trea 

ney. I endeavoured to enter on fome employment in 

this 

— b ‘ 

* White and Chapia, m her 

wis © ebaaeaeatenimtet 
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this town, but found none—parted with my two friends 

and left the town, having Bofton in view—travelled on 

the road leading thither ; at length coming into Brook- 

field, I again offered my fervice, but finding none at 

my trade—at length I entered the houfe of a G——m 

M——e, and enquired if they wanted to hire a good 
+ hand to affift them in their domeftic bufinefs ? on my 

puttiig my queftion, a rough looking, hard fac’d old 
man,” fetting by the fire place, turned to me, quef- 

tioned me of .my good qualities and fkill in work? I 

anfwered that I was acquainted with the blackfmith’s 

bufinefs, tuut I alfo had fome knowledge of farming, 

and of other domeftic employments, that I had fought 

employment at my trade, but of late found none, that — 

{ was willing on proper encouragement to engage ia 

farming, &c; to which he liftened, and replied that he 

was not a mechanic, but that he was a farmer and want- 

edhelp; I {aid I fhould be glad to engage with him if a- 

greeable: he made me anoffer, which although {mall 
wages I accepted, and covenanted to tarry with him 

feven months. Here openeé a new fcene, being unac- 

cuftomed to this new employ ; however, I made the 

beft of a bad bargain, and exerted every nerve to pleafe 

my employer, but my attempts were fruitlefs. He 

treated me with rigor ; turning me out early, and keep» 

ing 

* This man I found to be the head of this family, and that 
he ruled it as with a sod of Iron, 
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92 MEMOIRS: OF 

ing me late in the meaneft and -moft arduous labour ; 
turning me from histable into the kitching among his ; 

negroes, and other menial fervants, with whom I drew J 

an equal fhare of coarfe and raugh food—at night I re 
was obliged to turn in with a boy who invariably ftuck “ 

to his rule of wetting his couch every night, not with g 
tears only, but with a liquid, the Englifh name of which } 

being fo difagreeable I forbear to proriounce, although re 

a monofyllable. In this Rifagreeable Rate I wrought 
with him through the feven months, for which I enga. 

ged. My employer treated me thus roughly thinking ‘eg 

to oblige me* to-quit his fervice before my time of en- ‘th 
gagement expired, thereby to clip me.of my wages ; ac 

but in this he was miftaken—in many other refpedts he Tm 

treated me with more than favage brutality (executions J ‘th 

only excepted) infomuch that I frequently wifhed my- ‘to 

elf with my Indian friends, at Scanyawtauragahrooote ‘eel 
Tfland. With much difficulty I recovered my wages HJ th 

of this churl ; who anfwered to every bad quality both igs 

in mind and. perfon, After this I let myfelf out to 

work at my trade for fifteen months with a Mr. Abbot,} 

who carried on the {mith’s bufinefs with difpatch, and ty 

to good advantage. My tarry with this man was moft for 

agreeable, he and his family treated me in every refpett pla 

with humanity, and on all, occafions with tendernefs, fou 

Here I became acquainted nox only with the inhabi- wa 
tants 

"Ay I afterwarads leagnt. + Mr. Abbot lived in. Brookfield. 
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"alts of this, Sut 6f the ‘neighbouring towns aif. Be. 
"fore the expiration of my term I engaged for with Mr. 
Abbot, T found an‘openiing at Spence., a neighbouring 

‘town fuitable for ‘iny-bufinefs—thither, on the expira- 
tion’ of the term I engaged for; after receiving-my wa- 

‘gesy Eremoved, aud with fuleable encouragement fet 
‘up'for myfelf ; foon became acquainted with the inhabi- 

atts, and gdined much-cultom. 

“Thus feated, I began. to turn ‘my mind upon the 

‘comforts of -a\ conjugal life, having previoufly gone 
‘through iny:pe-tien of ferrow,and fatigue. I became 

acquainted witha, famale*- of this: ‘town, to whom I 

‘made my addreffes, and in 2 proper times: agreeably to 
‘the cuftom of this ‘country, made‘her my wife—this 
‘took place Auguft 19th, 1794. In tliis town of Spen- 

‘eer I tarried thitteen months after: marriage, enjoying all 
the comforts of ‘a domefti¢ life, fiirrounded with many 
‘friends, Fortned by my new conjugal contiectior, ° 

This town is aninland fituation;made ‘up principal 

ty of farmers—my unaccuftomednels to wotk’ foitably 
for them, led me to confider this town not.as a fgitable 
plave'for my future refidence aind employ ; I therefore 

fought for a town better fituated for fuch bufinefs, as I 
‘was mo acquainted with and beft calculated to purfue. 

. I made waa 

® Mifs Hannah Protty, » maiden lady of good repute, spd 
a branch of a refpeftable ae hi i 

neces 

; 

* . ” 
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4made-all the.enquiry in my power for fuch a.town; 
at length, hearing much faid. of a.northern State,* 
that, bufinefs was carried on there to great .advantage, 

J.refolved to. try.my luck. in. that quarters. with this 

miew I left Speacer+travelled until I..came toa town 

avhich on my firft entrance agreeably ftruck my:mind— 

here I fonght wemploy, and luckily found a man} who 

‘wanted my work ; with,him I engaged;.and from him 
-and his family received much kindnefs. I be. 

came ‘intimate ‘and-made him my confidential friend ; 

he having ‘learat the-hiftory of my paft life, and fature 
withes, encouraged me to fet up my bufinefs in the 
town, by whofe ‘friendly advice and-affitance T made 

an attempt, and:found it fuccefsful ‘in- ‘gaining: ‘cuftom 
snd credit. 

» Soon-after my fettlement.in my cnew.and laft fla. 
tion, I dent for my yekefellow, with whom'I-now re. 

_ fide in a molt agreeable fituation, where I hope to cons 
* qtinve fo long as my ftrength, fkill and integrity thall 

gid.me in Alia and sepnpatign, as becomes 

_ mill: good . citizens, .. : 

*New-Hampthice, Mr, J. C. Smith, 

Pain 
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-M UCH hath bee faid: and, -publihed (by. 

i aes) on the origin ‘of. the aborigines of this 
country at different periods, fince the firft difcovery 

and:fettlement of America, by Europeans. . However 

plaufible their hypoth¢tical:mode of reafoning may. bey. 

ra 

nothing as yet hath ever, appeared fufficiently, conclue; 

five on that fubjeét, and I conceive never can be, as: 

thé. materials. neceflary. for ‘compilir y an: authentic 
hiftory :never.oan be.obtained’; the natives. not having; 

it.in: their. power to ‘give any account from ‘whence: 
their anteftors {prang, nor evento: give any account 

of, matters. that have. taken place in! modern times, 
any further back, than, by faying:that fuch. and fuch 
matters, .as. battles fought by them.and vifory, on their 
fide. fucceeded, &e, fo many moons paft, (as they,count 
by moons that alternately fucceed after fuch: events.), 

oy % ee. Toa 

Any further attempts, therefore, to trace Indian: 
chronology fo far as: to reduce it to any tolerable de.. 
gree of fatisfaction, mut be-fruitlefs; however, I leave. 

that to thof who are pleafed with the ftudy of antiqui. 

ty, 

by Sf mar omaha 
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ty, and who are fond of drawing pofitive confequences, 
from (as they fay): circumMantial premifes. | 

As my refidence: among thofe Indians'to whom £ 

was given was for a’cénfiderable length of time, the. 

account I propofe to give-of them. may be depended, 

on, having been. an eye witnefs to many of their move. 

menis, both, in war and peace, myfelf being.accounted, 

by them, as one, and that of no fmall confequence,. both. 

in the cabinet and in the field: of Mars. 

That the reader may Nae a better idea of’ their. 

manners, cuftoms, sxc. &c. I thall give it.in chapters, 

as by the following fequal may: be ate 

My: acquaintance with the Tribes of Indians in the: 
vicinity of the ifland. ef .Scanyawwtauragabrooote, was 
‘but fimall, although with that Tribe ten years... 1 (halt, 

therefore confine myfelfto as particular a defeription 
of the Tribe, their :manners; &c. With whom T réfided, 
That Tribe was the moft numerous fas F was informed: 
by their chiefs) of any-in that’ part of Athiericd, and, 
molt warlike, as I often realifed this ‘during: my réfis. 
dence with them, not having known'them cnce'to fail in, 

their warlike feats, either defenfive or offenfive. | 

f OF ken 

~ ra £ WB He wm oO eb ok oe 
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CHAP. I; 

Or rneim Psneons, Dazss, &c.- 

"Tey ‘ate in generaltall and ftrait limbed. , A’ des 
fered perfon® is: rately to he found among them. 
Their fkin is of a copper colour—their eyes are large 
and very black; and: of: a piercing fight, diftovering- 

objedis, though fimall, at-a great diftance, infomudh, . 

that: they feldom fail of ftriking the mark aimed at by 
the puide of the feathered arrow. ‘Their tecth-are well 

fet;.and feldom failjeven in‘ old age——their breath’ {weet 

as the ‘gentle zephyr of an unclouded morning of May 
= their’. cheek'éones ‘are: rather. raifed, more fo in the 

féinale.than ‘the fnale ; the former are more flefhy, and 

fhotter than ‘thé latter. The hair of both‘(exes is very. 

long, cbarfe, and | of’ the blackeft hue; the. females: 

pride’ thenifelves:much in the length’ and flraitnefs of 

theirs; for this purpofe: they frequently apply ony 
greafe, anda certain powder pulverifed from: the bark; 

of elm or brown:aih; thus prepared, they hang to: the, . 
extremity of their Hair. lead weights, which: ferves 10, 
facilitate the growth. 

_ The Iadians are careful ‘to: prevent the growth of 
any hair upon-any'part of their body, the hairy fcalp 

ednennetet * Thc. males extra@> their beards, &c. 
wath 

Ya. 
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with nippers made of wire, prosaped from. the Span- 
iar ds, 

. The males of all ranks, from the» warrior to the: 
pappoofe, zre marked with the fun on the outfide of. the 

right leg, the moon and feven ftars on.the infide of the 

fame: thofe of the males who have diftinguifhed thems 
felves by their extraordinary exertions in war, and theree 

by acquired great names,are diftinguifhed from others, 

by the fingular drefs of the head... The hair. is, plucked. 
from the head, except a fmall.portion on the. back part. 

the bignefs of a man’s hand; the hair thus left on is. 

permitted to grow toa great length, and.ornamented. et, 
with filver broaches and feathers of various colours,. thi 

from the crown of the head to the extremity of the an) 

hair. Their blankets alfo, are of the firft quality, and. are 

ornamented with filver clafps; the firft, which.is fixed mo 

at the nape, of the neck behind, is as large as a crown. are 

piece, and are placed equidiftant: in a ftrait line.to the up} 
bottom of the blanket. . Each clafp or broach. (for. "tis Kay 

immaterial which, juft as it fuits the hero). proportion- abe 

ably decreafe in fize from the uppermott to the lower: the 

moft, which is fixed at the loweft extremity, _ and not | 

larger than a piece of filver coin of the ‘mallelt value. 

The perfons thus decorated, are refpected by the com- a 

monalty at feafts, tournaments, and all public games, Bs 

_ # the nobility and gentry of nde sansa nations are by 
the aaa 

er a: Hs Py ie . 

; ; whe 

da 
— aay nes PN MEW NORRIE emaens ~  MANalaR Re SOIR wid oda 
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- Phe Indians.of: both - fexes are fond of. paints and 
ufe it on all occafions. The males in going to;war 
paint their faces.of different’ colours, the right fide: 

black, the leftrred, ‘fometimes in chequers of various- 

colours, as black, red, green, yellow,-&cv The.females 

paint a: frhall portion of. each.cheek of ‘vermillion;: 4g. 

fome particular’ feafons: their arms and ntcks, :thés 

breaft: alfo. they. pay: patticular attention: to.’ ..Th 

of; the better fort fufpend rings. at Carin fiver foam oe 
their nofes and.ears.. si ait ae 

The common drefs of » thie males soidiiny ofa Banke | 

“ety, clout and hhirt,. unconfined at the rifts or collar, 
this would. corifine: their arms fo much as: to prevens | 

any great. exertions of: the body:; their legs and feet. 
are covered with Rockin s of Beaver, tking,. -and cet 

mogafons of Mgofe hide poorly dreffed. ‘Thet blanket 
are carefully thrown over their thoulders; a 

upper end by two corhers ; with a trulty knife in one. 
and, pipe, tobacco pouch, &c. in the other} they walk. 

about the village ; ‘but | in their dances they throw off ; 
the blanket. | c : rah) i. oh yee athe 

| "The females wear a covering, fome of ‘Neue she 
ers of linnen, when they can procure it from the’Bpan- 
iards ; this often happens, which covers the'péeticoats™ 

down 
Cr cereD 

5 id wi , 

‘* Their peticoats are made of Moofe hide or coarfe’cloth, 
when attainable, 

thy 

olding. at ey |i i 
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down orthe'hclvenetteie: begs and feet are dreffed like - 
the’ ‘traleae’ 

: ‘Dho-teanaee sh: J ednfinadting: itheisrwigwams ‘hath. 
aléeady, .in the memoirs; been: fofficiently defcribed... 
Hhieir utenfils for \domoeftic convenience, are in general ' 

. therabl; fich as: brals kettles; “both large: and: fmall, 

aboccafion requires: “Kintves-are feldom ufed but in- 
edging diadscatving’son, wood; ‘making wooden la. 

2 

dies, &e.. Their veffels ufed at feafts:are ‘wooden dith. 

es sand bowls ; into which the prepared food is dipped by: 
wooden’ Tadlén' ‘Every'member of w family or colleats 
- edmuteitudél is furnified i a ‘wouden {hoon tolera. 
5 eee 

“pba Behn fisaivre: ‘eontitts of beds; formed. by 
pee ‘Op fkias ‘of Bear, ‘Bedver and Buffalo, to a- 

bout twofeet’ from’ the. ground, on: which. their beds, 

without order ‘or: diftinétion, are.placed... ‘The beds of. 
the patents are ‘indiferiminately prepared, fo that the 
‘parents’ lodging one.night, often: becomes the Icdging 
of the fons or daughters: the -fucceeding night, and fo 
ome. as:ithappens, . A perfedt: harmony; however, 

prevails through oe Doth -av their meals and 
‘wetiremments, 

‘scent 
7 
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CHAP Ik 

Qr rusia Manners, &c. Se. 

‘ "Tue males in general live. an idle, catelefs life, 

never undertaking bufinefs in a domeftic line, leaving. 
that to the females, who not only execute every. kind of 
manual labour at home, but are obliged to travel into 
thé woods and bring home the game, whether great or. 
fall, vehi obtained _ their hufbands. 

"Tach family hath a sasihatee ara of: pal ‘af 

figned it by the chiefs, whereon to raife corn, beans . 

| &c; all whichris tilled by the females of: each family, 
and i in autumn, whatever grows thereon, whether corn, 
orany other vegetable, the profits of their labour: is care», 
fully fecured; fo that the-males are left .to their exfey, 

while at home, realifing that the wife is truly an:help, 
meat... 

"What adds nucle tothe ardtons toil of the women 
already deferibed; is, they-are obtiged: to: carry with’. 
thea dintn. sire. corn freld.:fach intants.as-depend-on. the: 
wether’s: ‘breatt-fof- fappert. ‘Thofe children are: caves. 

fally lathed.to.the coacave fide of:fome thick bark, or- 
to fome piece of wood formed for that puspof% » From. 

the wigwam to. the field. the tender mother. carries her. 

ts Fines 
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babe flung to her back ; when arrived, the feeks for 

fome fare and trufty prop; to: which ‘the tics the rifing 

hope of her family in fuch a manner, and. in fuch a fit- 

uation, as by: the gentle wind and:melodious notes of 

airy fongfters, the child fecurely fleeps until exhaulted 

nature. roufes the ‘body, which by its infantile cries 

foon brings the nurfe, who from the yielding breatt 

fupplies the calls of nature with.ambrofial treat ;. this 

(drawn through canals unimpaired by time, or the more 

“dangerous affaults of intemperance, long multiplied and 
handed down from mother to daughter) affords a liquor 

at once nourifhing and falubrious, The tender offs- 

pring therefore is. reared, corporally, ative and vigo- 

rous; the young and expanding mind, the better part. 

muft have an almoft unbounded latitude for growth. 
when affifted by the more accomplifhed artift; for 
want’ of ‘this, the young favage dwindles down to as 
abject a ftate of uftleffhefs as the long cultivated debau- 
chee” in (what are called polite and well informed. 
nations.) 

_ hie enblenaieccerefitt not-to intrude “tito: die! fe. 
sualen company at’ particular times, when obliged fe-: 

eretly to retiré—-during the continuance ob cigenia “pe 

riodical evacuations to whiclr the females are peevliarly” 

incident, or in the ‘more eeen hour.of fhatute’s 

_— atari | wis tesla | 
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. Borh fexes make and receive vifits at proper times. 

Whenever a woman vifits her female neighbour, the 
¢nters| the wigwam ‘without referve, and ‘with an open, 
unreferved franknefs, peculiar | tofa people fncloped 

with unmeaning complimentary fentences, {never to be 

found in female companies of the more polite, whofe 
vifits are managed with futile: and evafife words to 
little or no purpofe,and of no more confequence. nor edi- 

fication, than whether a cat,tobea good moufer, thould 
‘be black or white) the converfation turns upon 

fubjets peculiarly adapted for domeftic ufe and nation- 
al profit, fuch as the beft method to cultivate the foil ia 
proper feafons—to rear their tender offspring in the — 
beft manner for future ufefulnefs, both in the cabinet 

and in warlike feats—teach them in their refpettive ~ 

lines, both male and female, the beft and fafelt mode 

of purfuit, which if perfevered in, will lead them on. to 

honor and_refpectability, both in their own nation and 

with the Tribes of the vicinity. 

Such is the conduct of the refpective nurfes towards: 
their feveral charges, leaving the management ot na- 
tional concerns, more weighty and more important for 

national protection to the males, whofe bufinefs it is'to. 

plan and execute all matters tending to peace OF ware. 

In overtures for peace made by the oppofing enemy, 

they with all the cool, difpaffionate attention neceflary 

to determine {o important a matter enter on the fabjedt 

aad 
=_— 
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andiin open coancil,* one at-a time gives‘his ‘épinion 
‘for or again the’ propofals, ever keeping their 'na. 
tional hoor in view. Bat of this: fubjet ‘and their 
‘manner ‘of: managing ' their wars, mul be -left as - 

‘fabjett of fome:'future: ‘chapter. 

H rm P t m ’ 

CHAP Tit. 

O» TMER Manon or Recxousnt Tiss, 6c: 

V Vn HEN we eodlider that the Indians are totally 

‘agnorant:of aftronomical : calculations, whereby with 

precifion to. determine the, regular revolutions of the 

Planetary fyRem or periodical returns of the revolving 
feafons, we are ftruck with aftonifament-——when ‘we are 

told that their mode of calculation never fails of a fat 
isfactory conclufion, that at lealt, ’tis: tolerable, 

They divide the ‘year into twelve equal parts, ac. 

-counting the. waxing and waning of each moon through 
the-year for‘one ‘equal part thereof, They pay pat- 
ticular attention to the firt ‘appearance of each moon, 
and on the ‘oecafion repéat fome animating expreffions, 
ean by fome harmonious founds. Each month 

ne 

(©The council’ conkits’ of all the ‘chiefs of thé” aarios, 
which are confderables 
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drrough the year With them hatha name expreffive of its 
{eafon} - as March, with them, begins Yhe year, 

After the vernal~ be. ae: cell 

Fir fpring: moon. — 

_ Second {pring mocn. 

' “Phird {pring moon. 

0%) oir fommer moon 

%& + | Second fummer moon. 

B, bey. Auguft, Third fummer moon. 

re totally September, 7 Firf fall: or autumnal moon, 

reby with "October, ‘Second fall or autumnal moon, 

ons of the & ‘November, J} “Third fall or autumnal moon, 
revolving ‘ e 

December, -) Fir winteror. frofty.moon, ~ 
Fanyarys Second: winter or frofty moon, 

February, . 23). . Third winter or frofty moon. 

‘When the Moon does not appear they fay it is deads : 
when it firft appears ‘they fay it is come to, life again, 

They make no. further. divifion of time. into. weeks, 

hours, &e; but when conveying the idea ofa day sii 

ea it a Heep, 

They’ are tota y ighotant \ of geography, yet. ny . 

draw on bitch t atk, charts tolerably exact of their 

cbuntiy, ‘ke. ‘They dire& theit travels in the night, 
when 
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swhen the moon does not fhine by. the polar, Ray.. They 

reckon the diftance of one place from, another by:one 

Mleep or one ‘day’ s travel 3 each: fleep they, allow-toibe 

about twenty or ange miles per. day. pi ngitay 

mo.idea of paunanieh lt t : % 

Daring n my y tarry y with thena I freed enily Sadeninetir- 

ed to inftru& them in my mode of reckoning, but their 
‘fondnefs for preferiag their,i6wn, by countipgea’cer- 

tain numberof beads, prevailed ; I therefore inhi 

ony further attempt. = 

he 

, SEIS 
PH As UO. AO 

HAPS ry.!. 

ocomo Intevrtcence! ¥o°OTHER “TRises IR” \. 

ALLIANCE wwiTH’ THEM, tc. em 

at mark: 

"Fx S -ahyawtatiragahrooote Tribe being wery ’ nue 

srerous and warlike, partitular: care is taken, both j in. 
domeftic and diftant © Operations, when called fepa-. 

rately as’a ‘nation, or'in funGtion with fome other Tribe. 
‘The perfons who are chofen to condu& as chiefs (for 

they are confidered as feparate departments) act fep- 

arately. ‘The one who® cendutts, ‘the operations of 

war and peace, is one whe, has ‘Tong been approved 
ain. 
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imiwarlike feats, for he rifes: purely by’merit, is prefer- 

edj-and ‘is: implicitly obeyed, 0 one ever daring to op- 

pote his mandates ; but may, wheit called upon by the 

chief, give his -_— on’ the bett- and” fureft mode of” 

aduante or retreat. 

The. perfon who. condyéts their internal police, is 

one who hath by long. and often tried abilities approv-: 

ed himfelf one of found. and ‘judicious. abilities; moh: 
likely to ,goverm without aufterity, partiality or prejt-: 

dice whatever he undertakesto decide upon.. ‘He pays: 

particular attention to the charge alledged, againit 
the offender $ never admits circumftantial evidence as 

havirig any weight, either in‘ condemning or acquiting~ 

‘the aecufed.. All the evidence -pro and con, is ‘impars! 

tially weighed, and’ without favour or affection decided’ 
upon. “Thofé of the malés who are diftinguifhed ast 

above defcribed; are ever elected whenever a vacancy! 

requires a new choice, never pesiehi, of ae 

fueceffions: : : 

In their domefti¢ government, a. nomber of perfons 

are elected to execute matterswflefs confequence; as:to: 

put,into execution certain mandates iflued by the coms 

mander in chief, and are often called upon as affitt.* 

ants to the fupreme judge, in: _ and mene ‘Mat- 

tars: Of life‘and death. 
Whenever 
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. Whenever occafion requires to fend intelligence-te, 

diftant Tribes, ’tis done by arranging a certain num» 

ber of beads of different colours, in fuch a manner as, 

to convey the intended idea of intelligence, The bead. 

which is to begin the firft word is topped-up at its eye, 

and is of a larger fize. A number of beads of the fame 
colour are placed in. a dire&t line to the right, and fo. 

on, alternately placing different coloured ‘and fized- 
beads fo as to convey the whole ‘of the propofed in- 

telligence. The perfons thus informing, and thus. 

receiving intelligence, are fufficiently. inftructed-fo as to, 

convey and receive certain and infalible intelligence. 

Soon after. the. death, or refignation of any one of 
- the commanders;in chief, the whole of the. males af. 

femble for anew choice, which is made in open airy,and;- 

in a convenient place for that purpofe, ‘Fhe:national: 
pipe is brought on, and. a large block. is fixed in the. 

ground at a fmall diftance, on which. the candidate is. 

placed, crofslegged (for they {et up but ane ata time.): 

The matter is determined by the number of. perfons. 

who alternately finoke at the pipe: if a large majori- 

ty ufe the pipe at this time, ’tis determined: in favour 

of the fir candidate, if otherwifé, a fecond'is fet up. 

as the firft, and the Tribe proceed: as before, -and fo on 
until one is chofen by a sanjencity of fmidkers. prefent. 

Whenever 2 outin is chofen, proelanichiet is ime. 

mediately made of the perfon, his age ‘and:qualities: 
: KE 
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If-he.accepts the-office, ‘all ~perforis without difingion 
encircle-him ;:he then makes-alengthy'fpeech; declar. 

. ing his acceptance and determination Rtietly “to adhere 

to their national laws, and his. determiation inviolately 

to hand ‘dawn to his fuctelfor all the rights and cere- 

monies petuliar to their nation. The , multitude are 
then difmiffed. The fachem exercifes all the authority 
given him as handed down by his predecefidr, until 

his power ceafeth, which i is at his ‘death or Telignation 

only,. 
<4 4 be pet wink oP ‘a 

. 

“Assit rarely Rappens that 3 any one refigns his office, 

eléétioneering but feldom takes place among them, tt ! 

often happens that ‘the young ' ‘Warriors are called. upon. 

to adatt i in council on matters of, war or peace... They 

attentively dilten. te to ‘the. arguments, f for or - againit any 
propofed queftien, never ‘peaking. on the fabjed s but 

by faying I approve of difapprove, : and, that will do OF 

will not do;. juft as it fuits him: “The wiole debate 

ends by the largeft number of.anfwers:as above. . 

L nde 

The war: and civil départments“are by their prima- 

ry conftitution* & formed,. that: one .nevay, interferes 

or wr dah with the other. . Bach branch ftri@ly adhegs 
wits ite Bote gl] /Cang 

phe 
i eeaemtemeniemnindnl 

# Their code ‘of laws ‘are handed: ‘dowh thvloldte’ front’ gens 

eration 10) generation, and: ave abso fanal tine their anceltah 
elave: tay ae ae 

Ka: 
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ing to the laws: formed:te@ fapport and to-carry. ints 

cect, the. mandates iffued: by its hapueansnstt com» 
mander in chief, 

~ Such is the power of long habit, no one of inferior 

rank ever fhews the Yeaft relu@ance in ‘Performing 
whatever is in his power, {paring no pains day 
nor night, but cheerfully executes all orders Properly: 
authenticated, even at the hazard. of his life ; ; ever keep. 
ing it in his mind, that to preferve his own life and 
property, ’tis neceflary to dedicate his own power and 

time to the national welfare... However, it fome times 

(though rarely) happens that one or two will refent 

and endeavour to fruftrate the purpoles and decrees of 
the civil magiftrate, as was the cafe on my trial, 
Whenever fuch condué is difcovered, the ‘offenders. 

are punifhed with death, and that i in a molt excrucia- 

ting manner, ualefs prevented: by the delinguents leav. 

ing the nation for ever after. 

. — 

CR. A Pe: Vs bee sew ol 

HOVE 
Or THEIR Feasts AnD D Dances. 

Fea EASTING and dana, among the Lacie, are 

accounted the moft honorable and fatisfadtory pat 

time. Nothing is wanted, in their power to furnith; on 

public feafts, to sender the entertainment mofbagrecas 
ble, The - 

od 

>t, O93 O° @ : bat ch- 

a fA. @&@& a5 *:; 
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"Me animal food: they \nfe principally, ‘is-oF the: 
Buffalo, Bear, Beaver and Racoon, with) many otles 
ae (meris, asthelr mppae _ en cholen 

"Whenever, a.poblie, foal i is rropoled! hy tie gone 
seanedie't in chief of-the civil department,.. preparation ig: 
immediately made: in fome airy and. convenient fpot 5. 

for the whole. Tribe ,male. and female, llerablens': 

‘A: cestaint number of cooks and walters prepare the 
food, ‘by boiling, Bear, ‘Buifalo, Beaver, Deer and: 
Moofe—but above. ‘all, the tail of the Beaver i is prefer- 
ed and. ‘ferved 1 up to the. commanders i in chief, With 

this variety of meat ig added Indian corn and beans, 
all boiled together infuch.a manner that. it is eat, both: 
ficth and vegetables, with {poons enly..._ : 

The feat being prepared, the siti sit 
ait form ‘A’ diiéle on the ‘ground’ croflegped—aw the 
centre the national pipe is placed, in a manner afreudy 

defcribed. The two chiefs fit near the pipe on — 

erbtilesigeck” ,.4 ‘particular “attention i is ‘paid t to 

by waiters of diftinétion. As Toon | ‘as may be, the 7 
fedied citizens are ferved by waiters ‘placed on differeatt 
¢tiarters, with the food in wooden bowls, each « one : fep- 
arately—to each a wooden fpoon is added. By a par 
ticular J fi ign given by. the. mafter of ceremonies, eyery 

gueft begins ; at one and. the fame. time, ever. bearing 

in. a never to crack , a bone which: may fall. to, hi 
d to eat ‘all ‘contained } in his ith, 

The 
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=i) Theifeaf; endéd; they alli :rife:dnd scarry toWards: 

p iarge dire, (prepared:for | the:purpofe) his. bowl, inte 

which,; the;-Heny, contents: is. fung,.and. there; léfa:t6 
confume. This done, the bowls and fpoons are care-. 

fell} fecuted tn fons rpg “epeietient, ‘affeays. 
ri’ diaitarmhtrnell core bo 43 fea 

—— ‘ een 

Theale’ saad incl firtound' Me! af 
' Pie re (led on by. the commapders) . alsragey 

R jith furp er’ cements the nation. ty anging 

now Be place, igh i is og nia in equal divifional 
parties, ted Shr ee each refpé ive matter, with” an e- 
qual n ‘nuinber of muficians, each’ ‘flimithed « with the “ik 
ment ‘of thie already déferi bed, or in want thereof,. 
with a” bale “Bettie” thi tned “Boudhi: upwards. © The 

mufic being well’ performed,’ fel'ves to’ animate ‘the 
dancers, and adds mych,, 1. the. entertainment | teach’ 
dancer. sarefally, gbierrss, Hime, . as, beaten «by: ithe 

-_ women Bt Gescia ed. cary Isadtian ed) stiso2 

 Alge dancing for fome cofiderable lengph of time, 

a Rew, ifeene. takes place, which begins. 
guithed w warrior, who Reps forward and i in aloud, vehe- 
ment voige, harangues th the taultiude to the following 

ti GG Oo AG meee) J 

} rpofe vi Bb ce é i r 

ite: he MY WY te oy HOOD. AMICI St 
~ 

“dé Whenever I view ‘you ia’ acolleaed ‘boa, an 
reallte "yo pur vie d fens in’ wielding’ ‘the truity 
bbw iull's eves failing ato Pad th? fainé vinhe ihisw: 

abs 2 thre ih “tag * 
’ a wit 

oad. " 

+ 
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ing: your: valour in battle, your unanimity’ ih ‘council, 
kam ready to extlaim, Oh‘happy ‘nation'!' happy ‘be- 
yond, the conception of your envious neighbours +.you, 

have nothing to fear, not even from the moft formida. 

ble enemy, however famed for planning and. executing. 
feats of, war. 

“Your fituation is fuch, having good lands for tillage, 
and hunting ground; fufficient for the fupport of your, 
families. at home, and the. warrior whenever called to: 

defend. his national, unimpaired. liberties.. Add to this. 

the great abundance of fifh fwimming in. our rivers and 
lakes, to be caught in the. moft rigorous as well as the. 

more mild feafons of: the revolving year. Go on my 
brethren to. cultivate the. more: mild'and. hariaonious 

{pirit now prevailing among you. Let no root of ee 
ternefs {pring up to choak the bettér’growth of peaces. 
at different periods fown. and t cultivated by your 
pedtive leaders. ual wv ve 

sh cided Bes wie) Hos Cnet’ + toa 

Tothis shey al ate their cisatiadacs by da 

ing, clapping Hands, and: at proper: intervals provoun-' — 

cing the words, true, you have: told: nothing’ but the.’ 

sruth ;. united we: ftand, but divided: we! fall) "Mient 
each one adds Peacock feathers, and vied party ¢ cok. 

eured | ones to thar capes &e. 

scietuinis Mansdiethsiemssidiesenaticdaiihi weélosbeal} | 
bak te. moiften their. throats than.:pure ‘water, 0; 

which. 
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which they add a:fmall portion of Indian. weal made: 
sate a fall, quantity, of fap. agate. cr dsos wa i 

he’ ‘multitude being fuficentl fatisfied’ and | tired, 
the iaffembly is difmiffed, ¢ and évery one peaceably 1 res 
tivds! to His UF het Wigwam. | 

Fealts of this defcription never take place, but ia 
times of public joy. Feafts in families on weddings, &c. 
lefs’ ceremonies 2 are. often cobferved, ‘but more of. this, 
Hereafter. he 

a 

\ 

micas AP. Vino). 

4 1a ‘TRRIR, ili Wins iirc a 
“f 

alg fapplies o of the 1 more +e fubfantial patt of thein 
_ food being obtained by hunting, ’tis neceflary that 

avery confidérable. portion: of théir; time. fhould 
_ bestaken: up in thisimof: meceffary articles: Great care: 

thenefore'is taken that’ every rifing. generation of: the: 
ir fhould be wall intruded in this arts jog! 

“Phey are ate taught the aleat the as sah ares 

row, by fhooting at marks fixed at a proper diftance 

_ from the-arche?:. This is daily praGiced until the young 
pupil -becomes.a -complete:markitnany hot:inferiér.to- 

poke 
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hisiaftrhor: They ere ali pratticed in wielding’ the 
tomahawk, which is peculiarly: fervidtable ‘in Aue 
ing, &c. 

. The hunting fafon » ‘ieaikcindiieg) ps is 
pads for that purpofe by fixing theli traps, ore 

The ‘arft hunting feafon commenceth about the fir 

of November annually, and continues with but {mall 

intervals during, the. winter, until March ; after this 

month, and fo-on during the fummer, animals of every. 
fecies a are ot lef value,, whether , for food, or cloth: 
ing, &c. 

oe basgh 

The quadrupeds they principally a gim at in hunting, 
are the Batalo, ‘Deer, Mooi,” ‘Bear, iter?" ‘Beaver, 
Raccoon’ and ‘the Porcupine.” At ‘this timé tHe indo- 

Tencé pédiliar 8 the Hunters’ ‘during the ‘fainter fea-’ 

fort'is ‘loht{'"and ' an’ d@tive, peetevetiigs eh 
spirit pervades the wel 1 Fa Se 

Vahey are saga aifovering thd rétréat Of the 
animal ‘they propoft ‘Yo huht; arid’ are equally’ ‘fo in the 

titaris wfedite deftrog th: They’can’ edly 'difebver’ the 
footfteps of the Beafts they are in purlnit of; although’ 
imperceptible by every other traveller, and with cer- 

sae ete tithvopedy situ the ‘pathtet wilder, 
CONUS OL WOT ri 2! 

ali ebetbailes zupvemespean hie: déeiktion, a:b 
by. ageereie in, ie caltenchuathlte determined upon ea 

a 5) ” 

a a ne SE 

== 

ae 
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asi well:as the namber: each ‘party fliall confifh oF {for 
thay bunt isktiidféverit cdznjianies, and! pirfuc! een 
routs.) * 

i Pbeircomethad: of hunting tre Belfulo! hath a. 

ready: been, dpfezibed Previous: 'to each ‘company’s 

fetting out on their different roats, agreeably to the de- 
; terthination of thé council, | every perfon belonging to 

each company prepares himfelf by falling three days; 
daring which; He neither taftés of food ‘nor even water, 
‘nor fuffers his ‘dog; who he propolest to ‘accompany him, 
to tat any thing. During’ this‘felf denial bah bag 

alert and happy. 

“the vidas they. give ter this taRingy iy that it 

keeps off the. evil. fpirit, and; renders, their etiterprifes 
mof propitions 5, that j it, canfeth, them, to. dream... what; 

courte -to:parfue in: order to obtain, the, ust, peareneh 
quantity of game, &e. ‘nkiialies men 

: All the, prenequitites being made: teady, each party 
fets ont under the direGion. of  fome., long experienced 

hunter, taking with them their ibaa foal oum 

ber of Toung, erste. edt a] tock 

” Yarions ecthods. are praticed. to, Lint, the Deer 
fometimes by fhooting him with the arrow, fometimes 
‘by knocking hitith ‘head’ Wich the tomahawk “wien o: 
vertaken in deep -ftrow ¢but'the wilt effctual ‘method! 

“ _  # 
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"is by Pop: a triangular fénce -enclofing a finall piece 
‘ofteadow;'td Which théy refort.* This fence is con. 
Aractetl’ of'pliable poles interwoven between pofts fet up 
‘at'd‘propér diftantce’ one from the other. Within this 
erlangalat fence faares are prepared from the rhine of 
‘certain’ weeds, fot’ sutilike the nettle of this country, 
\fpentahedufly. growing with them, and are fo fixed that 
the animal coming within this enclofiire casinot retreat, 
‘but is eafily taken. 

~ “Any ‘ndimber difcovered in the woods are by the 
Hiintérs and heir dogs put in motion and drove on un- 
vit caught by the fares, * This: ‘Mcthiod ‘is lefs expenfive 
and mioft faccefsful. 

‘The Moofe is ‘hurited by firft difcovering his fot. : 
teps in the fnow, which the hunters with weary and 
‘perfevering fteps purfue tintil the animale are overtak- 
‘en'in their: rétreats {for they herd together, fometimes 

a'large nutnber, juft as‘it ‘happens)| which is called the 
Moofeyard, fortned by them in trampling down the fnow, 
a: fpace iufficiently large to contain the affembled num. / 

ber.’ Here they tarty until all the finall branches of } 

the furrotnding trees are entirely lopped off by the 
Moofe, or driven from thence by the hunters, al 

‘atver failing: enemy. : 

coerced 

“ew Tieie hana are ealily difcovered by shete trampling 
‘down the faow in "queft of food, &c. 

, & 
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Tis impoffible truly to defcribe the agility and per. 

-feverance of the. hunters when.in,perfuit. of their game; 

neither. mountains, valleys, fwamps, thiokets,. torrents, 

rivers, or.even lakes retard their progrefs, but march 

ftrait forward in the moft due@ line they poffibly cans 
.ever having it in their power to help themfelves ‘with 
‘food of fmall game, as the wouds every where i 

fully fapp. Y- 

The Bear is:caught frequently by. fetting traps, for 

they have no particular place of refort,.unlefs when in 

‘their dens, which are generally the hollow of fome re: 

maining ftub of fome old tree, or under fome roots. of 
wwindfalls; they are therefore but accidentally dif- 

«Cuvered. 

“The method of fetting traps, is firlt to find fome 

Old tree moft likely for them to-repair to for winter 

squarteré : into this tree about fix inches from the ground 
a hole is made, into ‘which a large plug is driven, and 

vat ten feet.in a dired line a ftake is fixed in the ground 

of about fix feet in height froza the plug fixed in the 

tree, to the tap of the fake a heavy pole is flightly 

Jsid on, and on either fide from the tree to the fake 

‘wood is piled up in fuch a manner 1s to prevent the 

Bear’s retreat, but at the entrance a piece of fifhis fixed 

-on the end of the pole as near the plug as may be, which 

-allures the hungry anima! to the bait, and as foon as 

touched, 



and per. 
ir game; 

‘torrents, 
it. march 

ibly can.s. 

ves ‘with 
xe plenti- 

traps, for 

; when in 

 fome re: 

e roots.of 

tally dif- 

nd fome 

or winter 

e ground 

iven, and 

he ground 

d in the 

s flightly 

the fake 

vent the 

is fixed 

be, which 

foon as 

ched, 

greateft-confequence to the hunter, as well for food as 

eee 

APPENDIX: ro 

touched, the pole which is fufficiently large and heavy,. 

falls, and at once crufhes the unwary Bear. 

_ The Otter being an amphibious animal, is caaght 
principally by fetting fteel traps in the water fufficiently 

deep as to cover the trap: fo as-not-to be difcovered by 
the atiimal.. The trap is baited»by fifh: of any kind, the 

more ftale the better. Near the trap a: ftake is fixed 

and {meared with the entraits of fifh, the more putrified 

the greater the attraction. The trap and ftake-thus pre: 

pared, great care muft be taken to allure the Otter to 

the trap; for this. pwrpofe the hunter in leav« 

ing the trap, goes a circuitous rout to a point: about 

one fourth of a mile from the bait, then rubs over the _ 

bettoms of his mogafons tainted fifh, thien in his mog-' 
afons, travels on in-a ftrait line to the trap; this leaves 
on the ground a {cent fufficiently ftrong for the purpofe : 

this done, the mogafons are taken off, and the hunter, 

barefooted, in a new rout ‘returns fully fatisfied ‘with - 

the fufficiency of his trap and precaution, which fel+ 

dom fail.. 

The Beaver is alfo an amphibious animal, and of the 

for clothing and bedding. The tail properly drefled is 
accounted the moft delicious of any meat whatever, and 

fought for at all public entertainments. The Heftr of 

the 
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the Beaver is alfo much,-walued - by the Indians*—the. 

fu. not only ferves, for clothing, &c. but is the moR 
‘raluable article for trade with the Spaniards of South. 

America, with whom our Indians barter for fuch ar. 

ticles as are not to be. found among themfelves. 

“a This fpecies of animals are by many confidersd as. 

under a particular mode of government, not unlike re- 
publicanifm, moft fagacious, and not only endeavour 
to prevent the aflaults of the hunters, but alfo intrufions 

of animals lefs formidable. Nothing however can pre- 

vent their regular and artful mode of conftruéting hab. 

itations exaétly fuited for their, convenieri¢e and comfort, 

but more of this hereafter. : 

"As thofe animals ever herd, together, every precaur 

tion is taken, by them, to prevent being taken. by fur. 

prife ; for this purpofe they are careful to. fix guards at 

proper intervals, The trufty guard give the. earlielt.in- 
telligence to.the community, who immediately fecreet 

themfelves in a-retreat beyond the fkill of the intruder 

to penetrate. Every precaution therefore is neceflary 

to be ufed by the hunter to become fuccefsful. 

. Many methods are alternately tried, fome with ev- 

ry prerequifite, however fail; but the moft approved , 

mode is by fetting ftecl traps, 
In 

/ # This animal affords the much valued “Caftor, famed: for 
its medicinal qualiti¢s. 
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“te catching ‘every other amphibiods’ animal with 

fteel traps; fome bait particularly fuited to allure the 
devoted quadruped, is cautioufly fixed to each trap ; 

but in catching the Beaver a quite “ifferent method is 
Ufed, 

_ The hunter on finding their dam, carefully furveys 
its extent and particular conftruction, and at fome con- 

venient place in the dam makes a fmall breach on the 

upper fide, next to the ftagnated water, fixes his trap 
nine inches. below the furface ; this ferves to catch the 
o'deft Beavers fir, and by this mode the greater part . 

of the. community are taken, for the old ones finding 
the water lower above the dam, cautioufly fend out the 

youngelt to fearch the breach, and by reafon of their 

fhort legs {wim over the trap without harm 3 upon this 

the full grown ones venture out and fwim towards 

the breach, and are’ taken. As {con as the oldeft ones 

are taken, the trap is placed nearer the furface of the | 
water, proportional ‘to the length of the young Bea- 

ver's legs, they alfo are in:like manner taken. 

i “Many traps are fixed as above, juft as the hunters 
~ think beft, and all are fixed in the day time. At night, 

the over matched animals leave their retreats to exam- 

ine their dam, and to mend wearer breaches are ee 

made: 
The 

L2 * 
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Tire Raccoon is generally found in the cavity, formed 
by the ravages of time in large trees. As foon as their 
retreat is difcovered, a trap is fixed at a fmall diftance 

from the tree, thus, a femi-circular fence is formed by 

driving into the ground a fufficient number of ftakes 

at about three inches one from the other: within this 

{pace a crotched ftake is fixed, on which a heavy pole 

is placed, and at its mmoft extremity, a bait, either of 

fifth or fleth is placed: the Raccoon in helping himfelf 
to the bait {tarts the pole, which inftantly falls, and the 
hungry animal is taken. 

The Porcupine# is often difcovered when in fearch 

for food in the day time, ever retreating at ‘night to 
his den, which is dug into the fide of a hill or moun- 
tain. _Whenever he is feen in open air he is fhot by 
the archer with his well direéted feathered arrow ; 

fometimes. he is found in his den, which is known by 
sntroducing a long pole; the hunter on difcovering the 
animal is careful to faiten the end of thu pole into the 

Porcupine’s hair and pulls out the devoted creature to 
~ _ the den’s mouth, where he is fecured. 

Smaller animals are occafionally hunted, principal. 
ly by the archers, excepting the Mink, Mufk-Rat, Sa- 
ble, Fox and Wolfe, which are caught by traps fimply 
prepared: the meat and fur is fecured—the meat by 
imoking—the fur is carefully dried in the air and fun, 
and in a proper time the hunters return to their refpec- 

oe. tive 
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tive homes, richly laden with the plunder obtained by 
deftroying the once defencelefs inhabitants of the un- 

weavers pathlefs wildernefs. 

On the hunters return an equal diftribution of game 
is made, which being often repeated, would: foon en- 

rich the Indians, provided they difpofed of their prop- 
erty to any good advantage,-but their being unac- 

quainted with the proper mode of traffic, they are ea- - 

fily impofed upon, and the end of. one huntis but the 
beginning of a. fecond, and fo on during the hunting 
feafon.; Neceflity, however, urges them to practice 

bunting as often as the feafons will: permit, as their 
principal dependance for fupport is on the beafts.of the 
wildernefs ; who are very numerous, and during the 
winter (which is che beft hunting feafon) are very fat. 

In defcribing the manner of catching the animals 
there particularly mentioned, I omitted defcribing the 

manner of catching the Fox,and although not in order, 
in this place for the benefit of hunters, in this country, 

Lhere give it. 

The Fox is the moft fubtil and difficult to catch of 
any animal whatever; therefore the greateft care and 
kerecy is neceffary to be obferved to take him. He is 

catched in a fteel trap. Previ 
as revious 
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Previous to fetting the trap, ‘tis neceffary to allere 
‘the Fox near fome convenient place where you propofe 
fetting the trap: carry to the fpot a quantity of the 
entrails of fome animal, no matter of what kind—con- ) 

‘fine the bait by tying it to fome tree, bere let it remain 
until the Fox by the fcent will difcover it, perhaps the: 
firt night after the bait is prepared. ‘As foon as the © 
hunter difcovers that the Fox has eaten part of the bait, 

he will then fet his trap at about five paces from the 

bait. Before the trap is fet, it thould be rubbed over 
with the liver of fome animal—while among the In. 
dians I ufed Deer's liver, fince my return to Canada, I 
have ufed’ Hog’s, which is much the beft. The liver 
mutt be boiled, and left the Fox fhould difcover the trap 
by the {cent left on from the hunter’s hands, he is care. 

ful to put on a pair of leather gloves, and then rub the 

boiled liver over every part of the trap, and on the bot- 

tom of his fhoes or mogafons, and is careful not to 
touch any thing near the trap without his gloves on; 
then he takes a quantity of the fame kind of liver, ba- 

ked in the afhes, or which is belt, in the oven (if it can 
- be done) to fuch’ a degree as to pulverife it: this pow- 
der is fprinkled over the hunter’s tracks to and from the 

trap, for the Fox is caught with more eafe when the 
faow is deep. The track muft be made from the firft 
fixed bait to and over the trap. A piece of white birch 
bark is placed on the trap, or which is better, with 

clean paper, if to be procured ; this prevents the faow 
: from 

a oe ao ee ee a 

—~— 
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from gathering over the trap, which might prevent it 
from fprinping. ‘Great’ care muft ‘be ‘taken’ to place 
fome part of the liver under the trap to prevent it 

mom finking too deep in she fhow, s 

‘The hunter may, if he choles, allure Foxes frog. 

any other quarter to his trap, by walking with “his, 

fhoes on, prepared. as, above, towards his’ trap: Sue his, 
‘aeighbour’s traps not properly prepared: 

CHAR VIE co 

Duscrserion < OF THEIR anda ‘POR ‘Wap, aren Bi 
oy Coxnvering TiRIA Ware, ad ; 

Lyorans in: seco diraittdieneions: of shen: eights 
and, priviledges; jealous: sof theit neighbours, éfhat any : 

time they. intrude ‘on hunting ground not. their own; 

(for each’ ‘Tribe hath a particular piece of land affign.: 

ed. ity as well: for tillagecigs ‘hunting.) Some >Tribes 
have a larger extent: of ‘territory ‘than others.) ‘The 

Tribe to which I belonged, poffefled hunting ground 
extending not only. throughout. the ifland, ‘but. on the’ 
main alio, fome part far diftant from our village; - 

therefore often trefpaffed upon by the neighbouring 

Tribes. This: beings cafe, our nation always were 

iin. 1 
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(excepting. in hunting feafons) planning and: ¢arrying 
on war, or receiving ..everturesfor peace’ from fome 
Tribe or other. . ; 

As Indians are naturally fprightly, enterprifing and. 

indefatigable, and of a.reftlefs, uneafy maké, add to 

this their jealous, fufpicious temper; they feem peculiar. 

‘ly fitted for war and really delight in its kebab 

however rigorous and doubtful. 

The. yearly. trade our Indians carry on with .the 

ae “Spaniards (as hath been obferved) gives them opportu-. 

oo “nities fufficient to furnifh themfelves with fire arms and‘ 

| ammunition, which the Indians are careful to keep in 

Pp estinale, prepared at all times to repel invafions, or to 

farry into oe a 10 of warlike operation with fome 
Ysa 

|) be Tomahawk st +fealping knife: alfo, ‘are arti. 

ane peculiarly: ufeful, ‘efpecially? saat elofely: or ai 

aie at enemy... , he 

4 ahi ave careful not: to: burden état "wah: 

canoe unneceflary ; carrying from home but 2 frriall 

quantity of | provifian,” unlefs the nation they propose 

to: contend. with,are at.a: great difance, in fuch a cafe: 
what | 

® Sometimes : killing {mall.igame with the arrow, nerds 

charging their guns, {eft it thould alarm the enemy, 
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rehat provifion they: carry they depofit in fome fecret: 

‘hiding place the greater part, ready for fupply if obliged 

fuddenly t6: retreat, fatiiels but feldom ghia ts with 

our nation. 

Béefides the -weapons above defcribed, our iflanders 

fometimes ife the bow and arrow on particular octa-’ 
fions: their chief dependance being on the-fire arms and 
‘tomahawk. 

Their movements previous to their march, confult- 

ing the Powow or praying Indian, &¢. &c. hath in the 

memoirs been fufficiently deferibed ; ‘however, I would 

‘here obferve that in their marches they make as little 

noife as poflible, and whenever they travel over land 

‘whereon their feet make any. impreffion, they are care- 

ful to cover fuch foot-fteps previous to their departure, 

left the enemy fhould Gerehy difcover their route and 

nsondastt et 

Their t treatment of | their captives is ever pradliced 

as defcribed in the before cited paflage. —The § “% 

of the warriors'to the village is: announced hy their | 

whooping, as ‘often repeated as'they have recovered 
prifoners and f{calps. Thofe who tarry at home re. 

ceive them with the ceremonies ufual on he occafions. 

The. prifoners are paraded, when fuch’ fquaws as. 
have loft hufbands arid fons in that expedition, are per. 

mitted 
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‘mitted ta:chod{e' outfo ‘many’ av to: fipply the rimber 
loft-s: 'whai are afterwards ‘confidered: as: adopted: chili 
deen, and treatedevery way aschildren:of: the ee 

to whom, by the chiefs, they are given. | 

Té,any -prifoners: remain: ster the:above ‘mentioned 
diftribution,: they are: ee in: haan rafeel her 

‘burning.at-the Rake. 

? * hewewanen sxaTEsE ee} 

e 

C'H!A PL - Wate nn 

Ow THEIR ‘Mernop OF Maxinc ‘Peace wrk 

1 OTHER Trises. 

Wes e g Indian wars are condued: with 

great {pirit and cruelty, yet the contending powers, afs 

ter 2 long fcene of bloodthed and | deftruction of -prop+ 

erty, one or’ more. powérs, wher greatly: reduced; fue: 

their opponents for peace’; each party reludtantly make 

the firt propofal, That Tribe: who-firt make them, ' 

fend three of their mation, who 'are.-men.of integrity 

and .of confequence to: the: nation 3::who «¢arry.-with 
them a letter formed by beads, recommending theit 
perfons, declaring the: purpofe.for which they, vifi¢ the — 
bower: a been contending with them. ‘They alfe 

carry 
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tarry’a belt of wampum.® Wherever this belt ap- 

pears, its bearers are treated with refped. 

»It fometimes happens that overtures for peace are 

made by'the mediation of ‘fome power in alliance with 

that:power to whom propofals are made; this mode 
generally proves the moft fuccefsful,and feldom fails of 

its defired effect. 

‘The envoys ‘with their wampuin, imimediately-on 

their arriva!, repair to the Head quarters of the nation, 

{to whom they are fent) which is the feat of the com- 
mander in‘chief ot the ‘war department, who immedi- 
titely fends for his privy council ; to them, in prefence 

of the captain géneral, the foreign Yninifters are intro- 

duced, who deliver the wampum, letters imiffive, 

which are in ay. elevated voice ‘read ‘by a perfon fkilled 
in hyeroglyphical modes of conveying intelligence, &c. 

On this the envoys ‘are ordered to retire for a fhort 

time s; when the chief, with his. council, takes the fub- 

je& into confideration, deliberately weighing the good 

and evil confequences that may tnfue on their rejecting 

the propofals, alfo the confequence of liftening to the 

preliminaries about to be made, ever keeping their na- 

tional 
Orwementts 

* Wampum is a belt of Moofe hide, on Which beads are 
trtfully flrung, and confidered asa peaceful token, 

M 
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tional honor in view on both fides of the queftion, lay. 
ing afide all finifter views as of no weight when com- 
pared with public. | 

If the council are willing to liften to the propofals, 
the envoys are called in and the bufinefs goes on; if 

otherwife, the Rrangers are ordered immediately to de- 
part with their peaceful belt to their own Tribe, and 

the matter ends, and the war is carried on with greater 
_vigor than ever ; but if-otherwife, the principal fpeak. 

er of the envoys comes forward and makes a f{peeéch to 
the following purpofe, viz. 

§¢. Great Chief, fon of the great warrior, father of 

a great and powerful nation, commander of the big 

ifland, happy ‘in governing a nation not to be con- 

quered ; whofe councils are able, faithful to the trut 

repofed in thom by the.potent Scanyawtauragahrooote 

Nation.* 

*T count myfelf happy in being intrufted with my 

faithful colleagucs with a meffage fo important, fo hap- 

py in the event (if rightly conducted) to both nations ; 

in making our propofals we have not our national good 

folely in view, but alfothe ‘weal of the Scanyawtauray 

gahrooote Nation we have ‘ong contended with. 
War, 

* The {peaker appears to flatter, and attempts te gain the 

geod apinion of the oppofite fide, : 
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War, although neceffary fometimes, hath a tend- 

enéy not only to interrupt the internal good order of a 

nation, but alfo to depopulate and impoverifh the op- 

pofing nations. Willing that your Tribe with ours 

might oneé more: realife the happy effets refulting 

from a peace founded on equal ground, we now ap- 

pear to. make our terms, and are willing to lif 

ten to your propofals; we therefore afk for a par- 

ticular time and place appointed for this very impor- 

tant purpofe—we wait your an{we-.” 

The orator having clofed his fpeech, he and his 

brethren again retire, when the chizf in council ap- 

_ points a day and place further to confult and to make 

and ratify articles of peace; all this the ambaffadors 

are notified of. 

The day arrived, the oppofite parties meet, every 
article is feparately taken up and feparately. voted to 

pafs or not, which is determined by.a majority of votes 

on both fides. All debates clofed, .and articles fully 

adjufted, the whole Scanyawtauragahrooote Nation 
are called together for their approbation or difappro- 
bation of the peaceful articles. If approved of, which 

rarely happens to the contrary, then the often men- 

tioned national pipe is brought forward, placed in the 

manner before defcribed ; then the next in command 

to the fagamore fills the pipe with tobacco mixed 
' with 

et 

Se 



132 APPENDIX. 

with a certain weed, ufed commonly with tobacco— 
lights the pipe—the chief advances and. takes the firft 
whiff; then the ftrangers, followed, by. the principal 

officers, of the nation; then by the whole nation, 

feven at a time, which. is a retification. of peace. Af. 

ter this the envoys are difmiffed; and bear’a helt of 

wampum from our nation ta. theirs, leaving. theirs 

with us, which are kept by both nations,as facred, de- 

polits and fure tokens of peace. 

‘The nations thus forming a peace, are confidered 

as in alliance with the Scanyawtauragahrooote Nation ; 
and when called upon by them to a& in connedion,, 

whether in an offenfive or defenfive manner, never fail. 

And fo whenever the other allied nations call upon the 

Scanyawtauragahrooote Tribe, they in like manner 
ait their friendly neighbours. 

This ftate of harmony between friendly nations, 

continues for u great length of time, and.as a mean of 

ftrengthening the friendfhip, the belts or wampum ufed 
in forming the alliance, is frequently exchanged by one 

nation to the other, which ferves further to cement the 

friendly Tribes with each other. a's 

Some very extraordinary ill conduc in one Tribe 

‘again its neighbour, in alliance, mut take place be- 

fore the harmony, formed ky exchange of wampum, 

can 
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ean be broken... Whenever fuch condud docs take 
place, that nation. who are. inftrumental. in breaking 

the harmony, immediately bring upon themfelves war 

with all its -horrors, which:are by their offended neigh- 

bours, executed. with the.utmoft rigor ;, infomuch, that 
a total depopulation of the offending nation with. its 

property, fometimes is the confequence.. 

GHA -P.. IX. 

Or. ruexr. Diversions, 

[ HE Indians are often at leifurey and have many 

opportunities of gratifying their paffions for. different: 

“inds: of diverfion, as-:playing ball, runnins, leaping, 

feeoting with’ the bow and -arrow; throwing: the. toms 
ahawk, 8c. - 

Ta playing: at ball, they form’ themfelves into 

companies:of about twenty each—felecting fome lev- 

ety {mooth piece oft ground, moft fuitable for this - pur- 

pofe: Each:company. is divided‘into two equal “parts, 

aud a: bet. is-laid, confifting of: =: certams number of 

broaches, <*-by the parties agreed ony to be delivered: 

to the victors:. As the broaches, previous tothe game, 

are 
M2: 
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are delivered into the hands of fome trufty. byfander, 
that fide which gains the ed fever fails of receiv. 
ing it. 

Their balls are made in an orbicalar form of Buf. 
falo’s hair, and covered with leather of Moofe hide... 

The inftrument with which they ftrike the Ball, is about 

four feet in length—in form like a fifhhook. That 

part defigned to ftrike the ball is interwoven with 
the finews of Deer, which (on ftriking the ball) by 

reafon of its elafticity, fends it to a much greater dif 

tance than if ftruck by a ftick prepared as in this 

country. 

The perfon who ftrikes the ball, ftands near to a 

hole formed in the ground, to which another ftanding 

at a diftance, aims te trundle the ball, into which (if 

not prevented by him who holds the ftick) it will fall, 

aad then the gamefter gives up his ftick to fome other 

of his fide, and fo the game goes on until. the, -whole 

number chofer on both fides have saint gone 

through the fame. 

At the clofe, the perfon to whom the bréaches are 

delivered; having kept an exact account vf'the number 

of times they on ftriking the ball run from the hole to 

a ftake fixed at a certain diftance as agreed-upon, while 

the trundler recovers the ball every time itis truck on 

both 
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both fides, and that fide in while favour the perfor 
to- whet it is’ left gives the preference, receives the 
broaches, and thus the game ends. . 

Running matches are frequently formed among 
them; at fuch times a large number colleé, when a 

certain mark is made on the ground from which the 
combatants take their departure ; they run to a mark 

made in the ground at fuch a diftance from the firft 
mark as by the company is determined upon. The 
race commences fometimes by two only, but often of a 

larger number, juft as it happens. The weer is made. 

by depofiting a certain quantity of broaches into the 

hands of fome indifferent perfon, who gives them to 

him who firft croffeth the laft fixed bounds, near which 

the man who determines the conteft ftands. The run- 

ners lay afide every part of their clothing that may in 

the leaft retard their motion. The victor receives the 
applaufe of the multitude, and is honored by their 

fongs and inftruments of mufic as performed on all pub- 

lic rejoicing. 

Le: piug is alfo publicly attended to, and is by ome 

one indiifexently chofen for that purpofe, who receives 

the number of broaches the parties agree upon (for 
bets at all times of diverfion confift of broaches only. }. 

He who on a level. plain leaps the greateft number of 

, paces, 



536 AP PE ND DX 

paces, takes the broaches.and receives the plaudits‘of the 

multitude as: on. all other public diverfions. and 

decifions. 

The ufe of ‘the.bew and arrow is of fo much .con- 

fequence to the nation, that great pains are taken, early 

to inftrué the youth in this art, defigned . for hunters 

and warriors ; for. this purpofe, a certain number. of 

good markfmen are affigned as inftru€tors, who. daily 

lead forth a certain number of. boys, and by, repeated 

trials they.» “re matters, and can with exactnefs 
ftrike a mark fi.. at a reafenable diftance.. Hence 

this diverfion of fhooting.. at marks, to be decided in 

' public, which is determined in.the fame. manner as 
before mentioned of playing at ball, &c. 

The proper modé of ufing the tomahawk is of ‘as 

much national“ confequence as the proper ufe of the 

bow and arrow; therefore fimilar pains are. taken to 

inftruét in the Iatter; as in the former art. . 

The perfon who throws the tomahawk, holds it in 
a perpendicular pofition with its pole or fhank outwards, 

the edge towards his body, and:with-as much force as 

the wielder is capable to give, the weapon flies, turn- 

ing the handle over the better part a number of times, 

proportional as the diftance of the object is: from him 

who 
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who throws this cruel weapon. When thrown by an 
able markfman, it rarely fails to ftrike the deftined ob+ 

jet, whether man or beaft. 

Thofe who are moft expert in this noble art, fre- 

quently banter each other, and on public days bets of 

broaches* are made and given to him who excels, 

_ which is determined as in the former cafes, , 

The before mentioned diverfions are as: often. re-. 

peated as fancy leads the idle favage. Some ether div 
verfions are alfo frequently practiced by them: fuch: 

as angling in the rivers or ponds near the fhore for 

{mall-fith, which of themfelves afford but. {mall profit. 

The larger rivers and ‘lakes abound ‘in fifth of the largeft 
fize in frefh water, fuch as Sturgeon, Pike, &c. 

CHAR. 

* Broaches, either of gold or filver, are the principal Indian: 

ornament, and fo. much efteemed by them, that ’tis. common 

for onegto poffefs five hundred, and fome one of the chiefs ¢an. 

command one thoufand at atime, made by the Spaniards at 

Tartarrac, and: fold to the Indians ip exchange for ‘heir fur, 
ginfang, &c. . 

, 
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CHAP. X. 

Or tHein Mannner or .Courtsnit; Marat 

MONIAL CEREMONIES, &C. 

No Nation,. whether civilized or not (that I have 

ever read or have any knowledge of) ever have totally 

-omitted certain ceremonies to be ufed in joining the 

male to his female; although it rarely happens that 

any two nations make ufe of the fame form for one 

and the fame purpofe ; that is, in forming a new and 

endearing connection between two perfons of oppofite 
fexes, under the character of hufband: and wife. 

Some of the Indian T-” : (as I was informed, 
when on my return to Ca: ida) proceed to: the mar- 
riage ceremony without any previous acquaintance, or 

even the confent of the parties; but with the Scanyaw- 
tauragahrooote ‘T'ribe ’tis quite otherwife, for previous 

to marriage, a courtfhip takes place between the 

man and woman, who are atterwards married. 

‘ Whenever a fingle man withes to form an acquain- 

tance with any particular female, he pays the family, 

to whom fhe belongs, a vifitin the evening; if the hap- 

pens to be at home, after a fhort introductory eonver- 

fation with the father, he maes his eyes upon the female 

he 
te 
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he propofes.to. form a.new connedtion with. After fet- 

ting ‘without uttering one word for fome'confideratle 

time, he then takes a tick of about four inches.in length 

{for he always.at fuch times carries three {ticks with 
him) and throws it:into her lap; fhe knowing the in- 

tention, carefully fecures it; he then after a fhort in- 

terval ihrows a fecond ftick, and then the third—the 

fecures the whole number; this done, the man imme- 

diately. retires and leaves‘the family to their wonted 

repofe. Then on the next fucceeding evening he vifits 
the fame family, and in. the fame manner {pends his 

time, not forgetting to leave the fame number of fticks 
as above, and fo the next facceeding night, performing 
the fame ceremony. The third and laft evening, the fe 
male having received nine fticks; if fhe approves of 

his fuit, carefully keeping the whole number, runs im- 

mediately out of the wigwam, followed by her lover, to 
a fhort diftance from thte habitation, when a fhort dia- 

‘logue between them takes place; then each retire to 

their own wigwams ; but if the difapproves of his fuit, 
fhe on the third evening throws the nine fticks into her 

fuiter’s face, and fo the matter ends. If his vifits are 

approved of, her parents make preparation to folem- 

nize the marriage, which is performed the firlt day af- 
ter concluded upon in a convenient place in open air. 

On this important occafion, 2 large number colle&, 

of all ages and fexes, where they are entertained by 

feafting 
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f afting end‘dahcing, with fuch mufic as‘is commionly 
afed: a -ublic rejoicing: bat previous to this, the mat- 

fiz, ‘tial ceremony takes place, whichis thus performed : 
the lovers are feated ctofslegged on the ground, diredly 
eppolite one to the other, their ‘knees’ ‘touching each 
other ; ‘this done, the fathers of the young’couple come 

forward with ‘a! blanket in their ‘hands, ‘which they 

gently place over the young candidates, then the mul- 
titude form a <ircle round them, to which the parents 

alfo join; then.after a fmall fpace the two fathers 

come to the young couple, and taking-hold of the two 

oppofite ‘corners ‘of the blanket atter a few fipriificant 

words, as, ‘we with you joy, ’tis our with that you may 

live long and peaceably together; that your offspring 

may be numerous ; that you maybe an honor to your 

nation; that your children may by good citizens, and. 

that their children may alfo honor their country, fup- 

port its rights, and inviolately hand down their mation- 

al priviledges to the fature rifitig generations. The 
blanket then drops, the fathers join the encircled multi- 

tude; then the mothers approach the happy couple, 

and raife the two. oppofite corners of the blanket, un- 

touched ‘by their hufbands, and in language fimilar to 

that delivered by their hufbands, for a moment addrefs 

the young and rifing hopes of their family honor; 

this done, the mothers join the multitude, when a 

dance, honored with the national mufic, concludes the 

ceremony. The male and his female conforming to 
on this 

Rae, A te «om er eeeney 
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this ‘ode, dre ‘now and “ever are fo long as they live 

confidertd asman and wife.» 

he fometimes hascins shes the, cenccind seaaia are . 

‘deftitute of parents; inthis cafe four perfons, confifting 

4f-an equal number ofboth feéxes, are by the propofed 

couple’ felected, and on the matrimonial ceremony, ap- 

pear and act thevpart meee rte parents on the fame 
octaften, Sts 

" Pélypamy i is here eclerated, and ou time the, 

‘male withes to add a new female to his bed, he con- 

feats to the ufual ceremdnies, which are as often +i ate 

ed as he admits a new partner. 

‘In thofe families where a plurality of wives ,are 

found, there appedrs a perfect harmony among. the fe- 

‘males, each one endeavouring to recommend herfelfto 

the good will of her lord and matter, the hufband and 

head of the family. 

Adultery is not known atnong them jealouly thére. 

fore, isa ftrangér. ‘Fornication however, is punifhed | 

thus: the female when found guilty, is by the aged 

matrons roughly handled, by cutting the ‘delinquent’s 

hair as clofe as may be to the he#d, then fhe is’ obliged. 

to take her pararnour by! his right hand, and in this 

rranner the two delinquents are. drove through the 

Village. On :this occafion the populace treat them 
‘with the greateft indignity, hooting and throwing duft 

a at 
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at them, and.:in: every; contemptyuows.: manner treats, 
them as they pafs. This, however, but faldem:happans,., 

The female delinquent “is ever after treated by-her 

friends and acquaintance with negled: 

As foon.as may be after arpetiogannple ate marnied, 

‘the whole nation aflemble, and clear.a:certain:piece: of, 

dand affigned. them, by the chiefs for’ their future: | 

improvement. ‘The trees. {tanding on this land,:wheth« 

er large or {mall, are removed root and ‘branch in 

‘the following manner. 

The roots running:from each tree is-carefully fepa-’ 

‘rated from the trunk; then.a large rope,” fufficiently- 
Jong and ftrong, is fixed near the -centre of the bo. 

‘dy, at.each extremity of this rope:a number of ftrong, 

‘hearty pearfons are placed, who by ftrength pull down 

and carry off the trees until the whole piece of land is 

‘properly: cleared-and fit-for tillage. 

The young bride remains one year with her parents 

after marriage, by this time her-hufband -recovers.one_ 

crop from his-patrimony. 

The male children have «names given:them by the: 

father, the females by the mother ; thofe: names. are 
without any: fignificancy, and are. given merely» to’ 

diRinguifh:one child from .the other while in a {tate of 
minority. 

aierescatnts 

* This .rope is made of tl.e-rhine of a tree called white-weed, 
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witabtity.® |“Whereverthéyoperform'any feat worthy 
‘OF piblic'note, whether in‘tiunting,’gamitig; ‘or in the 
imdre noble art of ‘war, ‘théy then receive new and fig- 
nificant. names, fach! 4s Baffalo, Bear, ‘Fox,'Deer, Bea- 

ver, Tyger, Porcupine, Otter, &c ; fometimes fome rep- 

tile or infect, whatever animal the action the perfon 

performs : fhall. moft refemble: Some one who excels 

others in fubtility,.is-called Fox;: another who excels 

in ingenuity and induftry, i is called’ Beaver: a man of 

_ fhortlegs,-and of a:fnarling, ‘touchy difpofition, they 

call Porcupine: one ‘of'‘a.tomg ‘neck and long legs 

is called. Turkey, &c.. 

“Every head of a family’ pridés’ himfelf in the num- 
‘ber of children he hath in his family ; for this purpofe 
‘he ‘marties as many women as‘he can fupport by his 

‘haating, aided by their ‘indultry and economy. 

‘The-parents are rémarkably fond of their children, 

-efpecially while.in -their inf; .tile ftate: Nothing cats 

exceed the mother’s. attachment. to her infant’; the 

takes unwearied pains to nurfe it, never omitting any 

means or-pains to prevent its being unufeful when com- 

ing into.an. active life. A's foon as born, fhe-plunges 
it in cold water, and as often afterwards as is neceffa» 

ry repeats.it—fhe is careful to. prevent its limbs from 
| . deformity 

* They dre eonfidered ‘in this: ftate until they are married, 
which generally, among the young people, takes place bee 
tween the age of fourteen and twenty. 
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deformity by lacing the young and pliable body: to fome 
piece of wood or, bark exadtly fitted for this purpofe, 
This motherly fondnefs continues until the child’s new 
telatiqn, in a conjugal ftate takes place. 

CHAP. XI: 

Or. tHE Revicgious Teners, Monrs oF 

Worsnir, &c¢. 

"Lue Scaayawtauragahrogote Indians hold: to a 

plurality of Gods, as the fun, moon, feven ftars, north 

_or polar ftar, They alfo fuppofe that evil geniufes, or 

bad fpirits more or lefs effect their national and private 

Operations. ‘T'o the fun, however, they give the pref- 

erence ; ever. on its. rifing and fetting, paying homage 

by bowing &c. towards it, in.token of. fubmiffive de- 

pendance on. its power. 

The moon and ftars are confidered as fubordinate 

powers, and take theit authority from the fun. The 
moon on its firft appearance, whether if the ‘wane or 

‘Sncreafe, is particularly attended to. When it firft ap- 

pears ‘in its full orbit, nothing can exceed the joy 

which pervades the whole village—fhouting, dancing, 

and every other mode of exulting is feen and’heard, a- 
mong 
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shong the inhabitants, ejaculatory prayers are intermix. 

ed, afking the moon’s interefb..with. thé fun, praying 

that he-would be -propitious,to them, in giving them 
fuccefs in otter tilling their lands, &c.. 

ea Ta gee x 

The. ftars are confidered as havingrule at night in 
the abfence of the moon; the Indians therefore, pray 

‘that they would. ufe their influence with the funas fu- 

preme; that.he.would haften:the return of the moon, 

continue its luftre and influence longer than at one time 

heretofore.; that the.{tars, would. prefide over. their 

traps, giye. fuccefs to. their endeavours to ~utch the 

Beaver, Fox,. Wolfe, and, all other animals taken by 

traps.during the night feafon. . 

eet 

ae ~ 2 i 

They hold that certain evil fpirits have power to 

countera& the. good influence of: the fun, moon, Xc ; 

that: they .can,.and often do: reveal fecrets to:the Pow- 

ows or. praying Indians-. Thofe, Powows are: always 

confulted on public-enterprifes, fuch-as going to war, 

&c.. The inhabitants fuppofe. the Powows hold. a-fecret . 

correfpondence with.thofe.evil.geniufes.. 

How thofe praying Indians come by this fecret pow. 

er, I.am at a lofs to.determine, although when among . 

them I made all the enquiry into this matter. ‘The man- 

-ner.of the: Powow’s religious operations hath already 
been fully defcribed.. 

The. 
N2: 
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The Indians appea: in their relipious principles 4 
Be rude, and for want of a knowledge of the {oriptures 
of divine revelation, but-a fmall remove above the Sru- 

tal creation, not having even a faint idea of ‘any power 

neceflary to exift before, and fuperior ta the fun, moon, 

&c. in order to create them. . 

In inftances of earthquakes, heavy thunder and 

lightning, they fay it is becaufe the fun, moon, or Rats 

are angry,becaufe they have omitted paying their hom- 

age to one or all of their deities, or have not im the 

beft manner improved their hunting feafons, or have 

not (through their own neglect) improved any ad'van- 

tage they have at any time gained over their enemies 
in battle, &e. 

If it happens that earthquakes are not fo oiten re. 

peated, asfor the moft part is the cafe among them, 

they fay their Gods are in friendfhip with them, and 

that they have nothing to fear from their exemies, and 

cheerfully pafs away time, not even entertaining any 

notion of a ftate of future rewards or punifhment; Lut 

that death puts an end to the difficulties attendant on 

this life ; that the hunter fhall no more be obliged to 

travel fo far, and fu:fer fo much as he now does in pro- 

curing food, &c. for himfelf and family ; that the ftate 

on which they enter at the clofe of this life, is every 

way better calculated to make them happy ; that good 

hunting 
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a Tae 

Ov vue. Diseases, Mernop or Cure, &c.. 

| Sern Indians afe healthy,.and are but feldom 

vifited by the Do&or.—Many. difeafés to which thofe 

mations are incident, who pride themfives in being cal. 

led civilized, are not- known among the Indians, and ev- 

er will ‘be ftrangers with them fo long as luxury and 

floth ae not intreduced frito that uncivilized country ; 

however. the many hardfhips and Ffatig 1¢s they endure 
‘in huntmy, or war; their being expofed to the inclem- 

éency of the changing féafors ; their often fafting and 
ratifying their appetites whenever a plenty of food 

tempts them, with many other incidental caufes, ‘often 

bring on a variety of difeafes, fuch as pains of the head, 

ftomach, and limbs: but the moft prevalent diforder to 

which they in general are incident, is tie pleurify or 

pulmonick fever. 

° In 

APPEND IE. ig 
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In cafes‘of* ficknefs.and pain, they always apply, te 

the old experienced. {quaws,-who-are their doctors.—In 
the pleurify the fir trial the {quaw-makes to remove 

the diforder, is to. bleed the. patient 5. this is done ‘nearly 

in the fame manner as performed by doétors in this 

country, which is’ by winding a {mall cord round the 
patient’s-arm above the elbow, and opening a vein . by 

a-fharp flint.. This isdone in a’mafterly. manner, my:- 

felf having been operated upon feveral times-during my 

tarry with them.. The dodtor then:proceeds-to a {fu- 

doriffic mode of cure (if phlebotomy does not effect a. 

cure) which is thus performed ; a-number of {takes are 

drove into the ground, forming a {pace fufficiently large 

as to.contain, one-body only, with. the. neceflary . furni- 

ture, &c. Thofe ftakes are fet fo.clofely together, as 

by, weaving in between them certain pliable. twigs, air 

is totally excluded above as on all fides.. Into: this en- 

clofure two. large rocks; previoufly made.very hot 

are. placed ;..on: to. thofe. rocks water: is frequently 

thrown,: the, patient at the fame: time. being confined 

_within this enclofure, here.tarries for. one hour, which 

brings-on a free and plentiful perfpiration ; in this fate 

the. patient.plunges himfelf into cold water. fo deep as 

at once to. cover. his. whole.body, 

This method, however: inconfiftent: it: may appear 

to practitioners in this country, is invariably ufed ‘by the 

fema: ‘actitioners among the Indians, andis faid to be 
in 
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in general fuccefsful, when followed ‘hy internal ‘medica : 

inal deco¢tians of herbs, &c. 
* 

Dropfical and paralytical complaints are rarely tf 

ever)}known. among them. Wounds made in war, or 

by any other accident, are frequent with them ; in-fuch 

cafes the {quaws act the furgeon’s part,who by: external 

applications of herbs and.roots, fpontaneoufly growing 
with them, and, familiarly. known to, the furgeons, are. 

applied, and never fail of a perfeét cure. The method 
of cure in the bite: of the. Rattle Snake hath been defcri- 

bed in the meppoirs. 

Sometimes the patient fyppofes that, his diforder 

arifeth from the malice of evil fpirits; in this cafe 
the Powows are, confulted, who enquire in their ufual 

way of the caufe and mode of cure, which is by the . 

phyGsigos particularly attended to. . 

All the phyficians’ and furgeans’ prefcriptio nf, are 

founded on their knowledge of fimples only, which a 
taught them by long experience and indefatigable at- 
tention to their operations. 

“he females in tho hous of‘nature’s Rtruggle, meet 

with but little:or no difficulty, being. always delivered 

alone, and. without the aid of any one of her female 

friends, or any other perfon. This to fome' may ‘ap. 

pear a, falfe reprefentation, but however ftrange, tis 

perfedly true. 
CHAR. 
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CMAP: KIL 

_ INDIAN FORTITUDE w.a. TRYING HOUR. 

Taus.;Mannga. or, BuRvinG: THEIR -DEap,-&¢. 

A OWEVER:. terrible the near ‘approach of death 

may be to the-greater part of ‘mankind, caufing ‘the 

animal: frame to fhudder'even ‘at the idea -of:difolution, 

the Indian: meets this laft-eneniy ‘with as'much compo- 

fureacthough:he was not the -perfon‘defigned to’ en- 
counter this never failing conqueror; even’ ~when. de- 

clared by his phyfician, that any further attemps to| ref- 

tore him-to-health, would be fruitlefs, makes no vifi. 

‘ble impreffion on the dying man, but with compofure 

he receives the lalt vifits of his friends and acquaint. 

ance, who affemble round their departing friend, and 

never omit to refrefh his memory with a recital of 

fome of the moft diftinguifhed traits. of his conduct in 
hunting and war; alfo the great advantage his family 

in particular, and the nation in general might: receive 

from him if'he was to centinue for any greater length 
of time among them ; add to this the lementations: ut. 

tered by his-tieareft: contie&tions,-make -no impreffion ; 

Dut with heroic boldnefs, as he was wont ‘to meet ‘his 

@ppoling enemy'in the field of battle, he “receives ‘the 
lat words ‘of his friends, and with “é¢qual oompofiure, 
Airft addrefleth “himfelf to his family m igeneral, then 

to his vifiting friends; laftly te her who he “expects. to 

take 
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“ake;care of ‘and.guide,the childrea:he:mayileay imia: 
ftate of minority, and dependanee,; To-‘ihis family «he: 
gives,council and, directions how theyionght tarcondua&: 
themfelves to gain the good -will:ofi-the: nation; and tv: 

gainthe approbation ‘of their national Deities; that 

they muft’ confider themflves as about to act (each 

‘one according to the ftation ‘of life in which they are 

placed) with equal fidelity and -honor the part that he, , 

their father, ‘hath’before them acted, both as 2 good 

hunter and fuccefsful warrior ; that in all their conduc 

they matt keep their national honor'in view, ever fac. 
rificing their own private ititerefts for the public good, 
whenever called thereto. He then addrefleth himfelf. 
‘to ‘his intimates sprefent ; tells them that.a retrofpec-. 

tive view of his and their conduct, when'called to war} 

their fortitude, Qrength and. fkill in dire¢ting the .ar- 
row, in handling the trufty firelock, and never failing. 

tomahawk, gives him peculiar {atisfaGtion’; that his 
own conduct while in active life, will entitle him-to a 

free and ‘ure paffport at death, into a. country far 

better than the country they now enjoy ; that in that 

country, hunting is, continued through the twelve 
moons; that the beft of game is always. to be ‘ad. 

without any fatigue or difappointment ta the hunter, 

or his trufty dogs; bids his friends ftriftly..to, adhere 

to the wholefome and.well fabricated rules, calculated. 

to fupport their national honor, as handed.down by their 
fathers; that they alfo muft hand, them down to their: , 

pofterity, 
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pofterity; with a’ particular charge tothelr children, that’ 
they do'the fame to theirs; thatthe generations’ yet 
amborn-may ‘reap the’ benefit of fo: wal table, a *bequett; 

ae their amr cpr riglits, eee. og of) sing G2 aavialmods 
? 

“To his ‘wife ae makes hile aig and endgayours. 

to encourage. cher in performing the duty, which on his 

death mutt be greatly increafed ; that her reward for 

her good { fervices will affuredly be given her in,com- 

mon ‘with the nations in the other ‘world, at which the 

faithful will arrive. In this calm, converfable. manner 

‘the favage, without .one groan or. ftruggle, yields his 

breath as cohquered. As foon as the body becomes 

lifelefs, preparation is then-made for its -burial in the ; 
‘following manner. 

It is ftretched out on fome tkins of animals, fut. 
fitiently large. Round the dead man’s neck is fixed 

by a ftring, his fealping knife, ‘leaving his head and 

neck bare—round his body his blanket is wrapped, and 

confiried by the broaches he was at his death poffeffed 
of, with all his other ornaménts. Thus.prepared for 
interment, ‘his neighbours affemble, and make ready 
his grave, whith is dug in fome convenient, retired 
place and unfit for tillage, in a perpendicular form, 
fifficieritly large to contain the body, ‘the deceafed’s 

gun, a quantity of ammunition, his bow and arrow, his 

tomahawk, which they fuppofe he will want to gain.a 
ai in ~ futtire tate. The grave then is lined 

. with 
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with fome thick bark; then the body is carried 
without any ceremony or order, and in an erect pof- 

ture placed in the prepared grave, with. the imple- 

ments, covered over with bark ; over which, earth is 

carefully laid on, fufficiently high as to diftinguifh the 
grave from the furrounding earth. All prefent, both 

friends and neighbours follow the corps without dif- 

tinftion‘or order ; tarry until the funeral fevices are per- 
formed, then in the fame confufed manner return each 

‘one to their refpedtive homes. 

At any time after, whenever the fpirits of the fur- 

viving friends are. raifed, they affemble round the 
grave, there dancing and:whooping in a ‘moft extrava- 

gant manner; and then recite over the extraordinary | 

feats performed by the deceafed when living. ‘This i 

concludes the fcene, when all retire to their wonted’ iit 

employment and diverfions, i" 

enone i 

CHAP, XIV. i 

General CHARACTER OF THE SCANYAWTAURAY 

GAHROOOTE INDIANS. [ 

ie all civilized nations, oppofite charaders are to be } 

found. Some appear mild and calm cn every occafion s_ | 

nothing however gloomy or terrifying to others hath i 

any ill effe& on them: others appear in every circum- 
O ftance 
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ftance of life uneafy, churlifh and difcontented, whether 

in profperity or adverfity, nothing appears to pleafe 

them, even the occurrences of common, Providence 

difaffeats them ; at times they are ready to fay that fuch 

and fuch events are the refult of wrong calculations, 

Such charaéters are to be met with in all orders of men. 

Lhe farmer will frequently difcover this by faying 

the feafon is too wet or too dry, too hot. or too cold ; 

if in the winter, they fay (if the feafon be favourable 

for bufinefs) that all work and no play makes Jack a 

dull boy ; if the feafon be otherwife, they fay my cat- 

tle are eating my provender without any profit, &c. 

This complaining fpirit appears to prevail more or lefs 

among people whe pretend to an uncommon fhare of 

philofophic knowledge: but among the Indians who 

have not the advantage of education, this fpirit does 

vot. appear fo much to prevail, 

‘The character of an Indian, is a compound of fe- 

rocity.and gentlenefs; they are at‘once led away by 

pation, & at the fame time poffefs virtues that would do 

honor to people of more refined tafte: they will difcov- 

era molt diabolical temper’in executing fuch prifoners 

-as are deftined to fuffer, at the fame time will fhew.all 

the:compaffion and tendernefs in their power towards 

thofe whofe happy lot itis to be fele€ted from the num- 

her of prifoners, and are adopted: by thofe fquaws who 

‘have loft their friends in battle, Such inftances I have 

:known when among them.; no pains are omittet that 

are 
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" gre néceflary to make fuch perfons as happy as Indian 

accommodations can afford. 

I myfelf have experienced much of their kindnefs, 

although not taken i in battle; yet asa Rranger, both 

in ficknefs and in health, They ufed every mean in their 

power to mitigate my forrows. on my firft arrival a- I 
mong them. i ii, 

} 
{ 
\ 

' 

Nothing, can exceed their fpirit: of refentment, 

whenever their honor is touched. ‘They never pafs by | 

aa affront with impunity ; but will watch night and | 
i 

Hy 

day.in fome fecret place, near which the offender is Ne 

likely to pafs, and all this withont food or even fleep hi 

for two days and nights together ; and will make their 4 

way through pathlefs deferts, with no other fuftenance 

than what accidentally falls in their way, to be reven- 

ged on an enemy. 

Whenever the father of a family.is called to be ab- _ 

fent from his family for any great length of time, on his 

return he is not unmindfail of his connubial aad paren- 

al feelings, but with open heart and unfolded arms 

meets his family, and with a degree of unaffected fatis- 

faction receives the congratulations of them on his fafe ! 

return to his wigwam ; will entertain inem with a par- | 

ticular recital of all the evenrs that have taken place 

during his abfence, whether for or again{ft him, and 

with a fatisfaction no lefs pleafing, will he attend toa ie 

recital 
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recital made by his wife and children of thofe events 

that took place among them dusing his abfence. 

Nothing can exceed an Indian’s attachment to his 

nation, on all occafions when called te council or to 

battle. When public honor or intereft is at fake, the 
whole take the alarm, anda& as if aétuated by one foul. 

All private intereft is confidered as of iio weight ween 

compared to national honor. 

Being accuftomed te. ‘Hardfhips ‘from their youth, 
they will furmount every obftacle however hazardous ; 

even the near profpeé of death will not abate their zeal 

when about to execute the commands of their leaders, 

whether in battle with their enemies or’ in hunting. 

It frequenily Sides that in their sag marches, 
provifion falls fhort with them; in this cafe not a mur- 

_ muring word is heard: among them : the pleafing’prof.. 

pect they entertain of fuccefs in their enterprife allays. 

the calls of nature. This they will ‘endure for fome 
days, unlefs relieved by taking fome game ‘which pre- 

fents when on their march, for ‘they never turn afideé 

from their propofed route, but keep‘as Rrait and direct 

a courfe towards the deftined: place as poffible, women 

great the calls of nature saa be. 

~ [have known them on. fuch marches to be fo hie 

reduced for want of food, that they have been obliged 

to eat reptiles, frogs, &c. and that in a raw: ftate ; fome: 

times 
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times for want of this unfavoury food, they will de- 

‘vour the leaves and rind of trees as they pafs along. 

The Indians are remarkably generous to ftrangers 
who vifit them, whether on’ public bufinefs: or acciden- 
tal ; the beft of their food: is unrefervedly fet before 

them, and they are bid a cordial welcome to every con- 

venience in the power of the family to help them to 

to allay their hunger, or to gratify their paflions dur- 

ing their tarry, whether longer or fhorter. 

The foregoing relation of the different prevailing 

paffions reigning in the breaft of the Scanyawtauragah- 

rooote Indians muft fuffice to give the reader an idea 
of their character. ; 

Se 

CHAP. XV. 

A Particurar Description oF THE QuapRureDs, 
Birps, Fisues, Reprivzs anp Insects, WHICH 

ARE TO BE MET .WITH ON, AND IN THE 
Vicinity oF SCANYAWTAURAGAH: 

ROOOTE IsLAND. 

Or thefe I fhall treat in alphabetical order; and 

firft.of the quadrupeds, Bear, Beaver, Buffalo, Cat of 
the Mountain, or Wild Cat, Deer, Dog, Fox, Hare, 

Hedgehog or Porernine, Marten, Mink, Moofe, Mutk- 
quafh, Moufe, Mole, Otter, Porcupine, Rabbit, Rac- — 

coon, Skunk, Squirrel, Tiger, Weafel, Woodchuck and 

Wolf, : ; Bears 
O2 
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Bears are to be found in great plenty in this, as well 

as in many other parts of America. The hunting of 

this animal is much attended to for food, clothing and 

bedding : the flefh isefteemed the firft of any to be 
found in the wildernefs, both for its flavour and mild- 

nefs. What adds much to‘recommend this diet, is, 

that it never cloys; a perfon making « meal of it one 

day may feed heartily upon it the next, and fo on (if to 

be obtained) for one month or longer. Such is its fa- 

lubrious quality, that it is highly recommended by 

practitioners to the invalid, as it fits eafy on the ftom. 

ach, and of eafy digeftion. With the inhabitants of the 

interior parts of New-England ’tis much prized, as it 

fupplics them, when falted, with meat but little inferi- 

orto pork. With the firft fettlers, where pork cannot 

be procured, ’tis of the firft confequence, for in a plen- 

tiful fupply they are enabled to execute plans the moft 

arduous among them. Among the Indians ’tis of ‘no 

lefs confequence ; thcir method of {moking meat (as 

hath already been defcribed) ferves to preferve large 

quantities of this food for fupply, when hynting {ea- 

fons are over. 

The fkin of the Bear is alfo of value among the In- 

dians, as their beds and fome part of their clothing con- 

fit of thofe fkns. The fat is much ufed by the In- 

dians; they frequently rub it over their bodies, efpecial- 

ly over their limbs ; to this they attribute their agility. 

Bear’s greefe is ufed by them to fucilitate the growth 

of the hair on their heads. 
This 
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This animal is fo well known in this, country, that 
‘a minute defcription of its bulk or colour when fully 
grown, or when ina young fate, is here necdlefs ; ; 

however, I would obferve that this much valued ani- 

mal produces but two Cubs at a litter, and but once in 

one feafon, which is not fo with fome other guadrupeds 

of this weftern continent. And what is particularly 
‘noticed of the Bear, is, that during the winter it 
refts in its fafe retreat in a dormant ftate.’ On its firft 

taking pofleffion, it is careful to top or plug up: the 
moit material outlet of its body, with a certain gum or 

gluy fubftance taken from the pine or hemlock tree. 

In this ftate they are often found with one of its hind 

-- paws in/ its mouth, and what is worthy of note, the 

Bear is then the fatteft and moft profitable to the hunter. 

‘he Beaver is an amphibious animal, and delights 
mucii in water: they are to be found: and cought in or 
near this element. 

Much has been faid and publithed on the fingular 

"qualities of this valuable animal, and if rational or 

thinking qualities may with propriety be confidered as 

making a part of a quadruped’s inherent faculties, the 

Beaver firft claims the right; for, as hath in. this work 

_ béen already noticed, they are by fome authors faid to 

be in a ftate of republicanifm ; having myfelf been an 

eye witnefs to their manner of conftructing their dams, 

which with peculiar pleafure I ofteg attended to by 

moonlight 
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moonlight (when with the Indians) for they are moft 
induftrious by night as well as by day, unlefs interrup. 

ted by fome accident, or by the near approach of fome 

more fatal enemy. 

Their firf. movement (after collecting a fuffictent 

number forthe purpofe) is to find out and. determine 

upon. fome convenient place as well for conftruéing 

their habitations as for food ; this muft be a fmall rivu- 

let, furrounded with a plenty of timber fuitable co build 

a dam from fhore to shore to ftop the running water ; 

this being unanimoufly determined upon by the com. 

munity, each citizen hath his particular part afligned 

him to aét, whether as a labourer,an overfeer,* or in the 

more important office of councillor. 

All tie prerequifites being adjufted, the bufinefs 

commences, and is conducted by the ftridteit rules of in- 

dufiry and economy. The younger and more robuft, 

whofe teeth are beft calculated to perform the wood- 

cutter’s part, aflemble round the handieft trees ; to cach 

a fufficient number is placed as can work without in- 

terruption. They are careful to gnaw the tree fo as that 

it 

*Thofe who a& in this office, are very attentive to their 

bufinefs, for when any who are employed to fall trees, &c, 

are idle (for this fometimes happens) an overfeer with his tail 

will corre&t the idler, which isdoneto fo food. a purpofe 

that the bufinefs goes on with more life; the idler on being 

correéted, more clofely attends to his part of duty. 
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it.may fall towards the rivulet. Ass foon.as the tree is 

fallen,they, whofe: bufinefs itis, take an exact meafure of 

the diftance from fhore to fhore ; the trunk of the tree 

is then. meafured, and at a fuitable length is gnawed 

off; when others are employed. to carry the prepared 

iimber to its place of depofit.. The wood-cutters, go. 
on to prepare more timber as above related. 

Their manner of draging timber is by their tails 

thus, a fuitable number for the purpofe place their tails 

all on one fide of the.timber, while others on the oppo- 

fite fide gently role-the timber on.to the prepared vehi- 

cles; thus fixed, the timber is drawn forward to the 

{pot, and there placed. They. proceed in the fame 

manner until a number fufficient for their purpofe is 

drawn on and placed’; then a number appear and act 

the mafon’s part, who with their tails as with a trowel 

plafter on between the timber, interwoven with {mall 
branches of the felled trees—the morter ufed is prepar- 

ed by the Beaver’s feet. They alfo carry upon their 

tails rocks of very -confiderable weight, further to 

Rtrengthen their dams. 

Having completely ftoped the running water, they 
then proceed to fom their cabins, or lodging places ; 

thefe are conftru¢ted in an oval form, and are built 

either on piles by them formed in the pond above the 

Beaver dam, or on the extremity of fome point of land 

running into the pond. The greater part of the cabin 
ftands 
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ftands above the water. Each cabin is fo large as' to 
contain a number of inhabitants; each one hath a 
particular fpot afligned it, the floor of which is ftrewed 

over with leaves or {mall branches of pine trees. Their 

cabins are fo nearly fituated, that an eafy communica- 

tion is kept up between them. The floor of the cabin 

is fo conftruéted that the innermoft part is fix or eight 

inches higher than at the entrance; the Beaver then 

in laying down keeps his body dry, while his tail is kept 

in the water, for it muft be kept wet, otherwife the 

animal is fiekly. The manner of the Beaver’s laying 

down in his cabin, accounts for this animal’s knowing 

that fome breach is made in the dam, which, as hath 

been defcribed, gives the hunter an opportunity of catch- 

ing his game ; for when the water is drawn off, the an- 

imal’s tail is dry,which gives its owner a reftlefs feeling, 

and increafeth to fuch a degree as to eaufe the Beaver 

to rifle his life in fearching out the, caufe, and in repair. 

ing the breach. | 

Their habitations are completed by the latter end 

of September, and their ftock of provifion to ferve them 

through the winter is provided. Their provifion con- 

fits of {mall pieces of wood whofe texture is foft, fuch 

as puplar, willow, &c. which they lay up in piles in 

fuch a manner as to preferve their moiflure. 

The Beaver being an animal but feldom feen but 

by thofe who hunt them, I fhall here defcribé it. The 

largelt 
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Jargeft are nearly four feet in length, and about fifteen 
inches over the haunches ; taey weigh, one with anoth- 

er, when fully grown, ‘about fifty-five or fixty pounds. 

Tts head refembles that of the Otter—its fnout i is long 

the eyes {mall—the ears fhort, round, hairy on the out- 

fide and fmooth within—its teeth very long ; the under 

ones Mand ont of their mouths about one inch, the uppet 

teeth about one fourth of aninch; all are broad, ftrong 

and fharp ; the under teeth before, are formed like a 

carpenter’s gouge, and feem peculiarly formed to fall 

trees, &c---their fore legs are fhorter than their hind 

ones—their toes in the fore feet are feparate, each toe 

furnifhed with a nail—its hind feet are furnth:ed with 

membranes, which join their tors much like unto the feet 

of water fowl, thus prepa~. san fwim with as much 

eafe as any other aquatic aninia.. The tailinfome meafure 

refembles that of a fifh, and feems to have no relation to 

any other part of the body, except the hind feet, all the o- 

ther parts being fimilar to other land animals. The tail is 

about twelve inches in length, and about four inches 

broad in the middle, the root and its extremity being 

much narrower ; ’tis about two inches thick near the 

body, where it is almoft round, but gradually thinner 

and flatter towards the end, ’tis covered over with 

feales like unto thofe of filh. The colour of the Beaver 

differs according to the different climates where they are 

found. Inthe northern parts they are almoft black—in 

the more temperate climate, brown. Their colour 

grows lighter as they approach towards the fouth, 

Their 
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Their fur is of two forts, all over. the body, except the 

feet—the longett is ; about jone’ inch and of no value, the 

other part isa very thick and fine down, almoft as {oft 

as filk ; this fort is much ufed in the hatter’s bufinefs,&c. 

The Caftor ‘is found in this animal, and is of peculiar 

ufe in certain diforders, and of no fall profit. to the 

hunter. 

The Buffalo is found in the greateft socket and 
plenty in this quarter, and of great confequence to the 

Scanyawtauragahrooote Indians; it is much larger 

than a common Ox—has fhort black horns, with a large 

beard under its chin ; hts head is fo full of hair that it 

falls over its eyes, which gives a difagreeable appearance, 
This‘animal is diftinguifhed from others bya large 

bunch onits back, beginning at the haunches, increaf- 

ing gradually to che fhoulders and neck. The whole 

body is covered with long hair of a dun o1 moufe colour 

— its head is larger than a Bull’s,with a very fhort neck— 

the bréaft is broad= the body decreafeth towards its 

rump.—The Buffalo’s flefh is excellent .food—its hide 

very ufeful—itshair much ufed in manufaduring many 

articles. 

Cat of the Mountain, or Wild Cat, in fhape much ree 

fembles our common houfe Cat, but much larger. 

Their whole fkin is beautified with black fpots—the hair 

which covers the body, in general, is of a redifh’catt. 

This animal is very fierce, and will engage animals of 
: fuperior 
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faperior bulkyand by tte/dexterity-ini wfing “itsclaws will 

éonquer shingdls‘of fuperior ftrength‘and agility. 

Deer. ‘This'aiilinil is wellknown’ in ‘this country. 

‘They are ofa deep fallow or pale colour—light on the 

' foot, and excellent food, and are in great plenty inthe un- 
“cultivated parts of America. 

Dogs among the Indians are numerous, and of great 
“tafe and much: profitas swell! in ‘hanting animals of the 
“wildernefs,as'im quett-of water fowl and. other feathered 

“game. .‘They‘are early taught to follow and ‘affilt the 

vhunter-whenever'iitceflary, Tis. rare: to meet..an ‘In- 

dian in the woods: without ‘his: Dog’(unlefs when on 

fome warlike enterprize) ‘who: is treated by’ his mafter 

with-familiarity, and-at all times: with his benefactor 

“fhares in what the wigwam ‘affords while at cafe, crouch- 

“ing:at his: ‘mafter’s: feet, ‘and 'in* huntirig: does ‘not loofe 
his thare of the game. 

‘Nothirig’tan ‘exceed the “attachinent arid fidelity‘of 
the Dog to his owner on ‘all dceafions by night’as well a8 

‘by day. 

The Indian Dogs appear to be of .one fpecies, in 

thofe, the qualities of the Spaniel, the Grey-Hound, the 

“Mattiff the Bull-Dog; thie Fox-Hunter, and the Blood: 

Found, | i 
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‘Hound; fo much. prized in European nations, , fem’ to 
unite informing one complete Indian Dog, ‘whofe head 

as well.as the other parts of his body as nearly refembles 

that of a Wolfe as any animal whateyer. ». 

“Many aneedotes: have been related of the fagacity 

and fidelity of a Dog to his mafter ; among ‘a variety, I 

fhall felect one only. 

“ In one of thesweftern. forts: within the'limits of the 

‘United States, an: American officer, accompanied ‘by his 

_trufty Dog only, left the fort in queft of fome fmal!.game, 

having travelled fome way into the: woods -was:met by 

i two Indians, who:knocked the officer.down and: {calped 

:him; the -Dog was not. noticed by.the Indians, who, 

after the enemy had left: his mafter, licked the -wound, 

wand tarried by-the body for fome time, often repeating 

-his friendly aid, at dJength difeovering fome: motion in 
the mangled body, the Dog (as though.he knew that 
{ome ‘further affiftance was neceflary to compleat.a cure) 

ran-to the fort.; fome officers at .that time walking at a 

{mall diftance from the parade, the Dog run up to them 

fawning round them, and running from them towards 
«the place where lay his;mafter’s almoft lifelefs body. 

‘The officers at firft but little noticed him, but upon the 
‘Bog’s repeating the fame, they followed the friendly 

ganimal, wholed: them to the wounded man. The offi- 

C€TS 
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cers carried the body'tothe fort, where; by proper ap-- 

plication the maimed officer foon recovered his wonted, 

health, and afterwards became. an ornament to the. 

American-heroes.’? 

The-Fox, Hare, Marten, .Mole, Mink, Mufkquath, or. 

Water- Rat, Moufe, Rabbit, Squirrel, Skunk, Weafel and 

Woodchuck.are fo well: known in. almoft. every, part of. 

the United States, that a.particular defcription in this: 

book muft be needlefs ; I therefore fhall pafs them over: 

and proceed in the propofed order to defcribe fuchas 

are‘commonly found in the Indian country, and are. 

Rrangers to this part of. America. 

The Hedgehog and Porcupine {6 nearly refemble 

each other that in defcribing one. the reader may’ 
form an idea of the other, although by fome confidere. , 

as two diftin@ animals. Itis about the bulk ofa fmall 
Dog, but of fhorter legs ;: its body is covered with hair 
ofa dark brown, and armed with quills on almoft every 
part.of the body; thofe on its back are moft fubftan- 

tial. Thofe quills are this animal’s defenfive and. of- 

fenfive weapons, which at pleafure he difcharges‘at his 

enemy. Whenever they enter the fiefh in any degree,, 

they will: fink into it, and‘are not to be exttaced' but 

by incifion.. The Indians make ufe of thefe quills in 

boring their ears and nofes to infert their pendants, 

and. 

ee we ae a — smear eter ine eS 
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aad alfo.as-ornaments to their hockingss moyzahohsyhairy, - 
&e ;. their:fleth is efteemed: by tH® Ihdians.: 

The Moofe by fome is faid to be of the Deer kind; 

but ona clofe examination ’tis found to be an animal 

ofa diftin® {pecies from the: Deer; both-in ity bulkand 

particular formation ; the Deer being’ gant/and!of a 

flender: body,long leged‘and'light‘on the foot\its-horns | 
long, flender, round and-branching. Tie: Moofe-is in: 

body nearly of the bulk ofa well fed horfé; its legs thors 

ter-and more ftockey——its hornsinear-the baf are-nearly:. 

round and large, agthey expand,. more flat:and: lefs: 

branching. This animal:fheds:his: horns: annually—its: 
hair is of a light grey, with a fmall mixture of blackifh 

red—the tail very fhort—its flefh is good food,. nour- 

ifhing and eafy of digeftion; the upper lip when prop- 

erly cook’d is much efteemcd—its hide is very proper. 

for leather, being, thick, ftrong, foft. and pliable. The 
Moofe never appears when in motion, but on @ trot. 
This animal is rarely to be met with on or near the 
Scanyawtauragahrooote Ifland, its haunts being much. 

further north—its food through the winter is the bud¢ 

and mofs of trees, 

The.Otter:is an amphibious:armal;. and! much: res. 

fembles the Beaver: in its:head:and. fore. parts. of: the. 

body—its teeth; are fhaped more like a Fox or Wolf, 

: The 



r kind; 

animal 

Me-and 
diof a 

¢ horns | 

feis in: 

7S fhors, 

nearly. 

1d lef: 

lly—its: 

slackifh 

. nours 

prop- 

proper . 

. The 

a trot. 

APPENDIX. 169 

The’ Otter’s hair is much longer than that of the Bea- 

ver, and of ‘a greyifhi caft.. This animal is to. be met: 

with in almoft all parts of ‘uncultivated: America, is 

mifchievous, and if clofely purfued will attaek men as 
well as dogs—in the fummer feafon it feeds on fifhy 

during the winter ’tis content with the bark of trees, &c 

«its flefh‘is ofa fifhy tafte and fmell, and is not-eatew 

but in cafes of neceflity.- 

Raccoon. This animal is fomething [maller than: 
a Beaver—its legs fhorter—its head is much like a Fox 
—its ears-fhorter, more round and: naked—its hair is’ 

thick, long’and‘foft, intermixed with a fort of fur, which 

is of great ufe to the hatter—on its fice a broad ftripe 
of white runs acrofs it which includes the eyes, which 

are large—the teeth are fimilar to a Dog’s in flape. 

and number——the tail is long’and'round, with annular 
ftripes on it—-the feet have five long flender toes, eacli 

armed with a fharp claw by which they with eafe climb 

trees into the extremity of the boughs—it ules its fore” 
feet like the Squirrel to-feed itfelf—its flefh in autumn; 

after being fattened:on nuts, &c. eats very good, and — 

is much valued by: the hunters in that feafon. 

Tiger. This is an’ animal much fhunned. by the 

Indians, as they are ravenous and of no confequence 
when caught by the hunter ;.they are much in form 

like the Wolfe, armed: with claws, long and very 

fharp ;. 
P2 : 
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fharp ; their hair is of a darkifh fallow, and entirely 
free from fpots—they fecreet themfelves under the 
cover of fome thick bufhes, and on. the near approach 
of fome animal or hunter, fuddenly leaps from his re- 

treat, feizes its prey, which falls afacrifice ; for from 

the Tiger’s claws there is no efcape ; thofe animals are- 
but rarely met with, which the Indians efteem as one of. 

the greateft favours. 

Wolf. This animal by fome is called the wild: 
Dog, and much refembles him in its form ; they are 
however much longer bodied and longer leged—their: 

colour in general, is that of a dun or dark. brown—fome 

few are grey ; whether this is owing to their great ages 
or is their natural hue, Iam at a lofs to determine. 

The Wolf is a great night walker, an’ >ften thins the 

new fettler’s ftock, as well the yearling cattle as fheep 
and lambs in the interior parts of this country. Wolves. 

often herd together m the night, which is generally 
known in the vicinity of their refort, by the hideous. 

yellings the Wolves are careful rarely to omit.. 

Or rxzix BIRDS. 

BLACK-BIRD, *Blue-Jay, *Crane, *Crow, *Cuc: 

koo, *Duck, *Eagle, *Fith-Hawk, *Goofe, *Hawk, 

Humming- 

Thofe marked thus * are fo common in this country, that 

a particular defcription of them in this work would be but to 

remind 
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Hamming-Bird, *King-Bird, “Lark, *Loon, *Martin, . 

*Night-Hawk, *Owl, *Parrot, *Partridge, *Pellican, . 

*Pizeon, *Quail, *Raven, *Robin, *Snipe, *Stork, . 

*Swallow, *Teal, *Thruth, *Turkey, Wacon-Bird,. 

*Water-hen, Whetfaw, * Whippoorwill,” Woodpecker &.. 

“Wren are to be met with in all parts-of. this country. 
during the fummer months. 

Black-Bird: There are three forts of birds in As 
merica (that naturalifts) diftinguifh under this name,. 

viz. the Crow Black-Bird, which is of the largeft fize, . 

and builds its neft on high: trees, inacceffable to boys 

in queft of bird’s eggs; ofthis kind there are a great 

plenty; in autumn they are feen in large ‘flocks, 

and greatly infeft cornfields, and do much dam- 

age by robbing the induftrious farmer. of the fruit. 

of his fummer’s toil, unlefs prevented by timely ‘pre- 

cautions ; however, their rapacity is but of fhort con- 

tinuance, for when froft nips hard they are feen no 

more for that feafon ; as they are birds of paflage, they 

retire tofome unfreqnented and more favourable elir 

mate. 
=e 

remind almoft every reader of what he is already fully ace 
quainted with ; I would juft obferve that they are found in the 

greateft perfeftion in the Indian country. The Goofe and 

Turkey are not domefticated by the natives of the land, but in 

a wild ffate and in great plenty. 
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mate.’ The fecond fort are-of a fmaller fize than\the 
former, and are diftinguifhed from them-by the name 
of the Red-Wing Black-Bird, having the whole. of its 

boey covered with black feathers, except on the lower 

tdge of its wings, which is of a bright fcarlet—this 

fort: build: their- neft-on low bufhes, on or near fwampy 
ground, their eggs are comeattible by. boys, which ace 

counts for their fearcity when compared with the Crow 

Black-Bird. They are not (either fort) prized for 

their fongs. The third and laft fortare much fmaller 

than either of the former, and are of ajet black, except 

a fmall part of white on its head and back—this fort 

build their nefts on the ground, and ufe a few warbling 

notes. The female is of a-brown colour and is not a | 

finger... 

The Humming bird is peculiar to America, and is 
not’ known in any other part of the globe ; ’tis the {mal: 

left of the feathered airy inhabitants—its legs are pro- 
portionally fmall to its body, and are not biger than 

two {mall ~eedles—its plumage exceeds defcription—it 

hasa fmall tuft on its head of a fhining black-—its breaft 
is red—the’-belly white—the* back, wings and tail a 

pale green—finall fpecks of a gold caft are fcattered 

_ over the whole body—an_almoft imperceptible down 

foftens the colours, and produces the moft pleafing 
fhades—- 
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fradesi- with its bill, which is:proportionably fmall:to its. 
body,: it extraéts: moifture: from: flowers, which: is: ita. 

nourifhment:;. over which it hovers-like a: Bee, without; 

lighting, conftantly moving, its wings with fuch velociv 
ty, that the motion: isimperceptible-; this quick motioni 

caufeth ahumming noife, from whence it receives its 

name. 

The Wacon-Bird is nearly the. fize of.. the fwallow, . 
of a brown colour, fhatled about the neck witha bright, 

green; the wings are of a darker brown than the body 

~—its tail'is compoféd of four or five feathers beautifully 

fhaded with green and purple, and is three times as. 

long as its body, it carries this length of plumage in . 

the:fame manner as. the: Peacock. does, but does-nat. 

raife.it into aniere& pofition—the name of: this. bird: 

fignifies the-bird of the great: {pirit, and -isheld‘in great. 

veneration by the Indians, and treated’-by' them ‘as @. 

bird of fuperior rank to any of the feathered race... 

The Whetfaw is‘of the Cuckoo kind, is a folitary 

bird, and rarely-to be met-with in the fummer months 

—’tis heard in the groves; its noife founds like the 

whetting of a faw,.from whence it receives its name. . 

OF rue FISH. | : 

THERE is-as great a variety: of fith, in. the rivers, 
and-lakes within;the territory: of the Scanyawtauragahe, 

rocote. 
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xooote Indians as are to be caught in ay other interior: 

part of America: thofe that.are accounted of, the. 

greateft value,are the Sturgeon, Pout or Cat-Fih,: Pike,, 

Carp and Club; thefe are (in their feafon) caught in. 

great plenty and are..of fuperior.excellence, 

Or SERPENTS. 

RATTLE:SNAKE, long Black-Snake,, Adder,. 
Striped-Snake, Water-Snake, Hiffing-Snake, Turkey- 

Snake, Green-Snake, Speckled-Snake, and Ring-Snake 

are tu be met with in almoft all the Indian territories. 

As all the above mentioned fakes are to be found: 

in many parts of the United States, except the Rattle-. 
Snake and Turkey-Snake, I fhall not attempt a partics 

ticular defeription of any except thofe two. 

Rattle-Snake. This ferpent is of all the ferpentile 
fpecies moft to be feared ; its hite (if not prevented by: 

fome early and proper application) proves fatal—at. 
its. full growth ’tis about five feet in length, it meas 
fures round.its body about eight inches, from its centre 

it gradually decreafeth both towards its head and tail— 
the neck is fmall, the head broad and deprefled—they 

are of a brown colour-—the eye appears of a bright red 

and very piercing—the upper part of its body of a 

wrown, mixed. with a ruddy yellow, and chequer’d witt® 

many 
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‘many regular lines.of a deep black, gradually to a' gold 
-colour -the belly is of a pale blue, which grows. fuller 
as it approacheth its fides. This fnake gives the trav- 

«eller notice of his danger by fhaking the rattles at its 

‘tail ; the number denotes its-age as one is added every 

“year of its life. ' 

The Turkey-Srake is about fix feet in tenarb pro- 

| portionall y large in its body, and of a dufky colour— 

this {nake takes its name from its preying upon the 

Wild-Turkey principally. The method of its taking the 

Turkey is in the manner following. 

The {nake on ‘finding a tree on which the Turkeys 

are wont to rooft at night, afcends it, to its loweft 

branches entwines its tail round a branch with its 

‘head downwards, draws it. body into a fmall compats, 

‘not unlike the form of a ‘Wafp’s neft. ‘Whenever th 

Turkey approaches its wonted place of reft, the Snake 

fufpended as above related, with a hiffing noife draws 

a Turkey. direétly under its enemy, who, as by a charm 

feizus its deluded prey, entwines its body round the 

Turkey’s neck, robs it of life, then with its tongue licks 

‘every part of the bird, which leavesa certain gluey 

fubftance that terves to lubricate the body fo that the 

fnake fwallows the bird with more eafe ; thus prepared 

the ferpent takes it by the head and gradually fucks in 

the body with its feathers, &c. 

Infedts, 
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” TREES ; as, ak thofe of ‘higd pegs iat aaa 

“there found in. 25, great plenty. . ing that .country . as.in 

"this part of Afnerica, and as great a-variety,, butin 

-general of a Tanger ger. 

the ‘gir appears’ ‘ite fich ih ‘the’ tadtan country 

‘than in ‘any. part of the United’ ‘States, at.leaft in ‘foch 
‘parts as PPhave ‘travelled, the height: and bulk - of che 
‘trees clearly evinces this. 

‘Roots, plants and flowers appear of the fame form 
it cand quality iasia satis tind but of. as sameataees 

| ‘growth. 

‘dhaneate or: ‘hia Bediis. and: fquathes ate the 
‘only food: cultivated bythe Scanyawtauragahrooote 
Indians, 


