


POLITICAL ANNALS
OF CANADA

A Condensed Record of Governments from the
time of Samuel de Champlain in 1608 down to
the time of Earl Grey in 1905

With Appendices containing a copy of the British North America
Act, establishing the Dominion in 1867 ; also a list of the
First Members of the Dominion and Provincial
Parliaments under Confederation, and a
table of Important Canadian
Historical Events

BY

A. P. COCKBURN

EX-MEMBER OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT OF NNTARIO,
AND OF THAE SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH AND FIFTH PARLTAMENTS
OF THE DOMINION

TORONTO
THE MUSSON BOOK COMPANY
LIMITED



Entered according to Act of the Parliament of Canada, in the year

one thousand nine hundred and five, by EDWARD HENRY BARNFIELD, at Lﬁ
the Department of Agriculture. - Piy

TIBRAR P
AR 91966 )




Dedicated
TO THE
Canadian [People

’ OF EVERY
ORIGIN AND RELIGION AND

POLITICAL CREED






PREEFACE.

HE modest qualifications which the author
claims for undertaking a task of the magni-
tude which the title of this volume assumes

are bhased chiefly upon his own personal experience in
the political arena, and on having carefully studied
all the published Canadian and British-American his-
tories, of which there are not a few.

His recollections of political events date from read-
ing and hearing, at the age of twelve years, of the
burning of the Parliament Buildings, and the mob-
bing of Lord Elgin, in Montreal, in 1849. He is
prompted by a sincere desire to provide a reliable
and impartial book of reference, embracing a period
from the year 1608 down to the present time, with
the hope that the book, despite imperfections inci-
dental to a work of this kind, will prove a useful and
interesting contribution to the political literature of
our country, and at the same time aid in the com-
mendable promotion of dignity and amenity in poli-
tics. The proper and impartial study of politics is
a duty incumbent on the patriotic citizens of all
countries, who should also at the same time remem-
ber the sound proverb, that “ righteousness exalteth
a nation.”

The following pages of this work will, at least, give
an outline of the various phases, systems, and vicis-
gitudes of government through which our country
and its chief actors have passed, and which have
eventually culminated in our present admirable
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political -constitution—the happy creation of the
leaders of both political parties—under whose ®gis
civil and religious liberty and opportunities are free
to all.

Our country is blessed and endowed with sur-
passingly great heritages, not only in the matter of
vast territorial and other advantages, but also in
respect of free and enlightened institutions in every
department of life. If Canadians, therefore, are true
to themselves—of which there exists no doubt—Can-
ada will take a very high place not only within the
grand Empire of which she is proud to form a part,
but also among the advanced nations of the earth.

The author wishes to gratefully acknowledge the
kind courtesies extended to him during the prepara-
tion of this work by Mr. James Bain, D.C.L., Chief
Librarian of the Public Library, Toronto; to Mr. A.
Pardoe, Librarian of the Ontario Parliament; and
to Mr. M. J. Griffin, Librarian of the Dominion
Parliament.

Readers who may desire fuller information con-
cerning personages and public guestions than is sup-
plied by this work, can be aided in their researches
by reference to Morgan’s ¢ Biography of Celebrated
Canadians ” (1862), and his subsequent works; to
Mr. Bibaud’s “ Pantheon Canadien,” and his other
works; to the ¢ Parliamentary Companion,” the
“ (Janadian Biographical Dictionary and Portraits
of Eminent and Self-Made Men ” (1880), and “ The
Newspaper Reference Book of Canada” (1903). The
debates in the Dominion Parliament will be found in
Hansard, the publication of which has been continuous
since and including the session of 1875. The debates
of the Senate are also published in annual volumes.
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 POLITICAL ANNALS OF CANADA

CHAPTER 1.
NEW FRANCE.
EARLY (GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM 0F (CANADA.

URING the greater portion of the seventeenth

. century the French governments were wont

. to delegate all the affairs of the Canadian

colony to trading companies, with a monopoly of

| trade, on condition of transporting colonists from

France to Canada and of providing for the conversion

| of the natives to Christianity. This policy, as might

: have been expected, was unsuccessful as a colonization
scheme, )

The title of Lieutenant-General of North American
territory, between latitudes 40 and 46 north, was con-
ferred upon the chief official of the trading company.
It was as an attache of a trading company that the
justly renowned Samuel de Champlain made his first
voyage up the noble St. Lawrence River in 1603, and
he at once evinced a greater interest in the future of
the colony than had been manifested by his chiefs.

It was on the 3rd of July, 1608, that Champlain
selected the site of and founded the now grand old
historic City of Quebec. Four years later, his chief

0
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having retired, the Prince of Conde was created vice-
roy of New France and appointed Champlain as his
lieutenant; the latter was now virtually recognized
as the first resident governor of Canada, as he was
also certainly its earliest friend.

The Prince of Conde having retired in favor of the
Duke of Montmoreney, in 1620, the latter confirmed
Champlain in his post as lientenant-general. The
king also, at the same time, favored him with royal
letters expressing approval of his appointment as
“ Governeur et Lieutenant Général en Canada, Acadie,
Isle de Terre Neuve et autres pays de la France
Septentrionale.”

The instructions to Champlain and succeeding
governors, until the establishment of royal govern-
ment in 1663, clothed them with absolute power, sub-
ject only, of course, to the pleasure of the home govern-
ment. The Canadian governors were at liberty to
avail themselves of the advice of prudent and capable
persons in the colony, but they do not seem ever to
have organized a council of any kind, presumably
owing to the fewness of inhabitants to be governed.
Being now regularly commissioned by the direct man-
date of the King of France, Champlain entered
enthusiastically upon the duty of improving the
defences, exploring and settling the country, and also
of aiding in the conversion of the natives. Meanwhile
the Récollet Fathers had, five years previously, sent
out, the pioneer missionaries of Canada, despite the
preferences of the then premier of France, Cardinal
Richelien, in favor of sending out Jesuit missionaries

instead. Champlain, whatever may have been -his

private theological predilections, resolved, as a matter
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of wise policy, to submit but one form of religious com-
munion to the natives, which meant, of course, the
state religion of France. Ten years later the Récollet
Fathers were followed by a contingent of missionaries
| from the mysterious and devoted Society of Jesuits.
‘ Twenty-two years later the highly distinguished
ecclesiastic, M. Laval, assumed charge of the religious
affairs of the colony, under the title of Vicar Apos-
tolie, with the episcopal rank of Bishop of Petrea, and
was subsequently installed as Bishop of Quebec in
| 1674.

Champlain continued to govern wisely and heroi-
cally amid the most trying and difficult eircumstances
during an ineumbency of fifteen years, less the barren
three years’ occupancy of Quebec by the English, until
its restoration to I'rance under the treaty of St.
Germain-en-Laye, in 1632, when Champlain resumed
the governorship until his lamented death, three
years later, in Oectober of 1635.

Champlain’s early alliance with the Huron tribe of
Indians against the more powerful nations of Iroquois
was fraught with the most disastrous consequences
to the early settlers of Canada, including some of the
clergy. He was, no doubt, actuated largely by the
exigencies and circumstances of the time in joining
with the Hurons.

Taking Champlain as an all-round pioneer gover-
nor, he ranks easily as one of the most able, just,
- generous, and patriotic of the early governors of
(Canada. He was a thorough Canadian by adoption,
‘whose name will be revered by all Canadians, regard-
less of race or ereed, and it is a source of sincere grati-
fication that a monument has recently been erected to
'his memory in the city which was founded by himself.




12  POLITICAL ANNALS OF CANADA.

Upon the death of Champlain, H. Chateaufort pre-
sided as provisional governor for some months pend-
ing the arrival of the Governor-General, M. de Mont-
magny, in May, 1636. The new governor at once
became popular by his ready, patronizing, prudent,
and sagacious manner. He strove, in conjunction
with the Trading Company, to carry out the policy of
his predecessor, Champlain.

He also gave his support to the clergy in their mis-
sion to convert the Indians, and in the successful
endeavors to exclude the Huguenots, but was unsuc-
cessful in his attempts to suppress the incursions of
the Iroquois, solely through lack of support from the
Mother Country.

It was during de Montmagny’s regime that Montreal
was ceremoniously founded under the auspices of the
celebrated Maisonneuve, in May of 1642, who also
became its first local governor, and to whose memory
a monument has been lately erected in the great com-
mercial city of his founding. Maisonneuve would
appear to be somewhat of an aggressive character,
seeing he gave offence not only to the amiable gover-
nor-general of that day, but also to a succeeding
governor. It must be said, however, that he was an
energetic, brave, and gallant defender of the great
Island of Montreal, and all its interests, where a man
of his stamp was much needed.

M. de Montmagny presided over the colony as
Governor-General for the very considerable period of
twelve years, and was then succeeded by M. D’Aille-
boust as governor, in 1648, whose term lasted but three
years. He was an excellent military officer and a very
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kind gentleman. He, however, experienced the same
difficulty as his predecessor with the Iroquois, and
was no better supported by the home government
than they were for the suppressing of the persistent
foe. :
A feeling of sectional rivalry was already springing
up between the embryo cities of Montreal and Quebec.
Maisonneuve, who was naturally the enthusiastic
champion of Montreal, did not hesitate to provoke the
jealousy or resentment of the officials at Quebec, the
capital.

The French governors appear to have made com-
mendable overtures to the English governors of New
England for a better understanding, particularly as to
the dealings with Indians, and sent ambassadors to
promote a treaty for the mutual advantage of each
eolony. The ambassadors were well received, but un-
fortunately no definite action was taken. The Indians
therefore, were left with a free hand to carry on desul-
tory attacks pro and con upon the settlers of the two
colonies, in which, however, New France suffered the
most severely by these incursions. At this time
(1651) M. de Lauzon, an influential member of
the Trading Company of One Hundred Associates,
was anxious to try his hand in the gubernatorial chair
and was accorded the opportunity; but he apparently
made matters worse instead of better by obvious
blundering in his Indian policy and in other affairs.
He was also reputed to be indolent, nndignified, and
partial in his administration as regards localities.
Realizing his unpopularity he voluntarily left the
governorship in the hands of his son until the return
of M. D’Ailleboust, 1657. The latter remained in office
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about one year, pending the arrival of Governor
D’Argenson, who was appointed in 1657, but did not
arrive until 1658. The new governor was a man of
about thirty-two years of age, courageous and of good
parts. He was, however, unduly harassed in his
regime, chiefly by the chronic aggressions of the
Indians, which he could not repel or repress for want
of succor from the home government. It was said
that the King Louis XIV,, the so-called * Grand
Monarque,” was at this particular time so occupied
with fétes that he had little leisure to concern him-
gelf about an obscure colony. The liquor traffic and
questions of official precedence were also frequent
sources of trouble, causing much frietion in the work-
ing of government,

M. Laval, the great ecclesiastie, was a resident of
the country in 1659, and his influence somewhat over-
shadowed that of the governor. These several causes
told severely upon the governor’s health, and con-
strained him to apply for a release from the governor-
ship. He was succeeded by Baron D’Avaugour, a
brave old soldier, whose term only lasted two years,
partly owing to the new governmental system desig-
nated the Royal Government, which went into effect
in 1663. The duration of the baron’s regime, though
short, was somewhat eventful, as by the exercise of
much personal energy in making tours of the different
posts, he was able to report authoritatively upon the
state of the colony. While he was greatly impressed -
with the natural resources of the country, and especi-
ally of the value of the magnificent St. Lawrence
River and the Great Lakes for opening up and
developing the country, he, on the other hand, was
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quite pessimistic as to the condition of the colony,
which he found to be in a eritical condition, owing
largely to the suffering of the inhabitants from the
eruel incursions of the Iroquois, who had regularly
decimated the heads of families by massacres from
the early beginning of the settlements.

Governor D’Avangour, though a man of personal
courage and energy, was destitute of a force at com-
mand of men and means to strike a decisive blow at
the savage foe. Under these galling conditions he so
lost control of his temper that he could not deal
judiciously with the civil business of the colony. His
conduct in the liquor traffic with the Indians appeared
to be both inconsistent and hysterical, which was
attended with deplorable results, of which one of the
clergy, in deep anguish of soul, wrote thus, in 1661,
concerning the effect of lignor upon the Indians:
“Xvery bad trait of their character was intensified.
The effect of it brought them to nakedness, and their
families to beggary; they went so far as to sell their
children to procure liquor. T cannot describe the evils
caused to the infant church. My ink is not black
enough to paint them in proper colors; it would
require the blood of a dragon to express the bitterness
experienced. We lose in one month the toil and
labors of thirty years.”

Knowing, as we do, the evils of the traffic, even in
a milder form, upon the white race at the present day,
one can readily realize the distress felt by the reverend
father in the Canada of the seventeenth century. The
clergy had for years striven against the sale of liquor
to Indians and endeavored to hold the respectwé
governors responsible for the grievous curse.
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Governor D’Avaugour did enact a prohibitory liquor
law as regards the sale to Indians, but could not
effectually enforce the law, even though he had three
offenders shot for the violation of the liquor law. The
governor at the same time reproached the Jesuit mis-
sionaries with inconsistency, in having pleaded for
merey on hehalf of some convicted parties, whereupon
he capriciously threw open the traffic again. It was
quite natural and pardonable that a clergyman might
intercede, even for the life of a being guilty of so grave
an offence. The humane feelings of a clergyman
surely did not furnish a sufficient pretext for the
repeal of the liquor law upon the part of the governor.

The colony had made but little progress since the
days of Champlain. The entire population of French
origin at this time (1663) was but three thousand
souls.

A short-sighted and negligent colonization policy,
the ravages of the Iroquois, and the afflictions of
scourges and plagues at intervals will account for the
contemptible showing in the way of the material
development of the country. Complaints have even
been made that the governors and officials participated
pecuniarily in trade to augment the slender salaries
paid them by the home government of France. Of
the so-called “fur governors,” D’Avaugour was the
last.

As regards the hapless inhabitants themselves, all
historians unite in bearing testimony to their fine
qualities of physique, to their honesty and energy.
Ship-owners and captains of vessels would pay
twenty-five per cent, higher wages to Canadians than
to the laborers of Old France. However, on the other

P
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hand, a portion of the young men unfortunately
became associated with the Indians as traders and
trappers, to the entire neglect of industrial and other
civilized pursuits; this class of people were designated
“coureurs de bois.”” Subsequent action, with good
results, was taken by the government to prohibit the
prolonged absence of men in the unsettled portions of
the country, with a view to check the uncivilized ten-
dencies of certain young French-Canadians, who were
50 averse to the pursuit of agriculture. It may not be
out of place to remark here, by way of contrast, that
the colonization of the vast American territory lying
between the I'rench and Spanish possessions in North
America, then known as Virginia, was begun by the
British in about the same period as the colonization
upon the St. Lawrence was commenced by the French;
with this difference, however, in the form of govern-
ment: that an educational system and representative
institutions were conferred upon the few inhabitants
of the DBritish colony as early as 1619, only a few
years subsequent to its settlement. The first eleeted
assembly in North America met in a little wooden
church at Jamestown, Virginia, that year. The
original Virginia frontier has since been subdivided
into ten Atlantic States. The early representative
institutions had a tendency to promote intelligent,
progressive, and self-reliant communities, the benefit
of which was subsequently lost to the British Mother
Country through the wunjust, narrow, and obstinate
attitude of an administration whose policy was
moulded largely by the honest, but stubborn, old Tory
King George IIIL., whose intellect besides was clouded
by an intermittent mental disorder.
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ROYAL GOVERNMENT,

The King Louis XIV., being at length thoroughly
convinced that a radical change in the governmental
system and polity, which had subsisted in eonjunction
with the trading companies, must now take place in
order to ameliorate the condition of the colony, M.
Colbert, one of the most enlightened statesmen of his
time, being now the first Minister of France, it was
therefore wisely resolved by the home government
to dispense with the aid of trading companies as a
factor in the colonization of New France.

Consequently, in 1663, the before-mentioned change
of system, known as Royal Government, was now in-
stituted, and the government was placed under the
control of a “ Supreme Council,” like the Parliament
of Paris, responsible to the king and appointed by
him. The Supreme Council subsequently designated
the Superior Council, to be comprised of the governor,
the bishop, the royal intendant, five councillors, an
attorney-general and a chief clerk.

The governor, representing the king, was to have
absolute control of the military force, and to have
special charge of the external relations of the colony.

The bishop, as head of the Church, was to govern in
all matters spiritual and ecclesiastical.

The royal intendant to be charged with the regula-
tions and conduct of affairs appertaining to finance,
police and justice, and to be a quasi-spy upon the
governor, and also to keep an eye upon the bishop as
well, and report to the home government. The last-

named duties must certainly have been an undesir-

able and undignified function for him to perform.
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The five councillors to be chosen annually, or to be
continued in office, as might be deemed expedient by
the governor and bishop. The duties of the councillors
was to see that the ordinances of the Superior Court
were duly executed and to act as judges in petty cases
which, by the way, was not a sinecure, as the inhabi-
tants were said to be somewhat litigiously inclined.

The Superior Council was finally increased fo
twelve members with enlarged powers, which em-
braced practically everything, to be the highest legal
tribunal and court of appeal and to dispose of the
revenues of the country, efe.

The lands were held in feudal tenure, making the
king the owner, who in turn made grants to seigneurs.
The actual settlers, not being freeholders, paid a small
consideration annually to the seigneurs.

M. Colbert favored a further advance by giving the
people a certain control of local affairs, somewhat
approaching a munieipal system, but the king insisted
in having everything on a monarchical basis, and the
retention of all power in his own hands.

Under the new order of affairs a forward movement
in the material development and improvement in the
condition of the colony was confidently anticipated.

The first council was comprised of the new gover-
nor, Saffray de Mézy; Bishop Laval, Royal Intendant
Robert (who, however, did not come to Canada, M.
Talon coming later in his stead) ; the five councillors,
Louis Rouer Sieur de Villeray, Jean Juchereau
Sieur de Ferte, Denis Joseph Ruette, Dauteuil Sieur
de Monceaux, and Charles de Garder Matthew
Damours; attorney-general, M. Bourdon; secretary,
Peuvret de Mesna.



20 POLITICAL ANNALS OIF CANADA.

This system of government prevailed for upwards
of ninety years, until the conquest of Canada by Great
Britain. The proceedings of the Superior Council
appeared to be conducted in methodical order, and its
deliberations carefully recorded. The minutes of
council fill a volume of more than one thousand pages,
a copy of which can be seen in the Parliamentary
Library at Ottawa.

Governor de Mézy, though not lacking in abilities
of a certain kind was not suecessful, he having treated
the friendly advances of the Iroguois with indiffer-
ence, the impoliey of which soon became apparent by
the renewal of hostilities on the part of these old
adversaries, resulting in more scalping of the white
inhabitants and in the martyrdom of missionaries. He
also erred in not taking the bishop more into his con-
fidence than he was wont to do, which was a grievous
disappointment to the latter, and all the more galling
as the governor really owed his position to the in-
fluence of the bishop.

The bhishop therefore formulated a eomplaint
against the administration of the governor; no inves-
tigation, however, took place, as de Mézy died shortly
after being impeached.

M. Laval, the bishop referred to in the foregoing
reference to de Mézy, was a man of brilliant parts, and
of an indomitable will. His name is indelibly and
favorably associated with the early history of Canada,
and a great university of learning bears his honored
name.

M. Talon, the royal intendant, was alse an excep-
tionally estimable, amiable, and distinguished official,
who has not been inaptly designated the Colbert of
Canada.

-
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During the Mézy regime the Superior Council had
made various local appointments, and took steps for
the establishing of inferior courts. Maisonneuve was
reappointed governor of the Island of Montreal, and
Boucher as commandant at Three Rivers; de Mézy
had, however, subsequently compelled Maisonneuve,
the respected governor of Montreal, as well as two of
his deposed councillors at Quebec, to quit the colony.

The Marquis de Traey, recently appointed over the
colonial possessions of France in America, was ordered
to proceed to Canada in 1665, and examine into the
disturbed conditions of the colony. A new local gover-
nor, M. de Courcelle, had been appointed to supersede
de Mezy. Some regular troops arrived in advance of
the viceroy, who with those which he subsequently
brought out, comprised the famous Carignan regi-
ment, thirteen hundred strong, and commanded
chiefly by officers belonging to the nobility of France,
many of whom remained permanently in Canada. The
arrival of these soldiers greatly cheered the inhabit-
ants for the time being, and also proved to be a
valuable and lasting acquisition to the population of
Canada.

The viceroy and governor, after having made their
début in the most magnificent state and pageantry
possible under existing circumstances, lost no time in
severely punishing the Iroquois, driving them to the
most distant part of their cantonment. The colony
now entered npon a career of prosperity hitherto un-
known. The king became most enthusiastic in his
policy of development and expansion; settlers were
encouraged to emigrate, and liberally assisted to make
a start in their new homes. As there was scarcity
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of the gentler sex in the colony, good wives were sent
out for all the single men from eighteen years of age
and upwards, and all bachelors were enjoined under
penalty to become benedicts without delay; bounties
were given for large families, and the younger the
parentage the larger the bounty. Under these con-
ditions the population speedily doubled and trebled,
agriculture flourished, home-made cloth and other
domestic articles were produced, and an export trade
begun. These bright prospects were, however, marred
by the inconceivable folly of the home government in
again admitting the participation of a trading com-
pany into the affairs of the colony. A new trading
corporation, styled the West Indian Company, was
chartered with extraordinary privileges. The local
representative of the company was to have a seaf in
the council, with rank next the royal intendant. The
inhabitants, except at Tadousac, were not excluded as
formerly from trading with the Indians, but were to
pay a duty of one-fourth its value upon the purchase
or capture of every beaver, and one-tenth upon some
other animals, for the company’s benefit. Fortu-
nately, the company’s charter was revoked after a
seven years™ trial.

The farmers or inhabitants did not, as before stated,
possess freehold titles to lands. The proprietors of
the lands were seigneurs, who allowed the habitants
the use of the lands for a very small share of the farm
products. The seigneurs, upon their part, provided
grist mills and other improvements, and were not, as
a class, inclined to be oppressive; but the system was
poorly adapted for the promotion of an industrious,
self-reliant, and progressive community, and proved

. - S .
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to be a bone of contention for many long years, until
the system was finally terminated, after much agita-
tion, by the parliament of Old Canada in 1854,

Salutary laws were enacted by the Superior
Council for the suppression of the liquor traffic with
Indians, making it a penal offence.

Meanwhile, the gallant de Tracy returned to France,
after having fulfilled his mission of punishing the
Iroquois most thoroughly, annexing the vast terri-
tory westward as far as the Mississippi River and
southward to the junction of the Alleghany and Ohio
Rivers. He had the same confirmed by treaty with
the interested Indian tribes at Sault Ste. Marie, and
placed the colony on a satisfactory footing.

The very energetic and rather outspoken Courcelle
was left in charge of New France as governor, and
was, on the whole, much esteemed by the inhabitants,
as was also Royal Intendant Talon, whom we met
before, and whose good reputation for ability, in-
tegrity, and enterprise had not abated, but rather
increased. It would have been well for New France
if all the succeeding intendants had emulated Talon’s,
noble example.

The health of Governor Courcelle having suffered
from fatigue and the hardships incidental to expedi-
tions for strengthening the defences of the country;
he therefore determined to resign. The royal inten-
dant, M. Talon, also resigned about the same time.
Both were relieved of their arduous duties about five
months afterwards, and embarked together for France,
their departure being greatly regretted by the
colonists.

M. de Frontenac, one of the most determined and
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remarkable men of his time, was appointed by the
home government in 1672, together with M. Duches-
neau, as royal intendant. Bishop Laval, who had
already out-reigned four governors, still occupied the
second place in the administration. Governor Fron-
tena¢ was somewhat prone to resent the bishop's
participation in secular affairs, and also ignored the
royal intendant to some extent. He was also sus-
pected of leaning towards the Récollet Fathers as
against the Jesuits. This condition of affairs brought
about dissensions, which endured during his term of
office. Apart from this, Frontenac manifested a com-
mendable desire to pursue the wise policy of Courcelle
and Talon in the exploration and material develop-

ment of the great domain over which he presided. .

He was the most sucecessful of all the governors in his
methods of dealing with the Indians. On account of
his firmness and justice he was held in friendly re-
spect both by the friendly tribes of Canada and the
hostile bands of Iroquois. In his councils with the
natives he adopted their peculiar style of oratory; and
on the occasion of a great tribal gathering at Mon-
treal he is said to have even joined with the Indians
in a war dance.

Meanwhile the dissensions between the three princi-
pal heads of the council were increasing rather than
abating. The governor, instead of conciliating the
bishop, perpetrated the unpardonable freak of having
the bishop’s religious ceremonies burlesqued in an
amateur comedy performed by his retainers. In con-
sequence of this unseemly contempt of the bishop’s

sacred function, together with other divergences,

caused the recall of both governor and intendant.

Al
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During these times that class of vigorous young
men already designated courcurs de bois acquired
in a great degree the shiftless habit of penetrat-
ing the haunts of remote Indian fribes for the
purposes of traffic, and absenting themselves for very
long periods. The number of these wanderers had in-
creased to five per cent. of the entire population,
thereby seriously affecting both the industrial pro-
gress and the defences of the colony. The clergy also
complained that the association of these white men
with red men debased the former race instead of
elevating the latter. The Superior Counecil resolved,
therefore, to put an end to this very unsatisfactory
habit by passing a law prohibiting the absence of a
Frenchman in the woods longer than twenty-four
hours without the express permission of the governor.
Such a law, as might be expected, was evaded by this
roving class of individuals, and the evils continued
for some considerable time.

Frontenac was suncceeded by M. de la Barre as
governor, and M. Duchesneau, the royal intendant, by
M. de Meuble. M. de la Barre was a man of good
reputation; his term of office, however, was neither
lengthy nor pleasant. The Iroquois became embold-
ened after the retirement of Frontenac, instigated, it
is said, by the impious English governor (Dongan, a
nephew of Lord Tyrconnel) of the then Province of
New York. The Canadian governor resorted to some
novel expedients in his dealings with the Indians. He
first tried conciliation and diplomacy, next made
preparation for war and invaded their territory, and
finally concluded an inglorious peace with them. His
policy and actions were disapproved of both by the
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king and the military officers, who had hoped that the
Iroquois would have been thoroughly chastised. The
governor was consequently superseded, and M. de
Denonville was appointed in his stead, with M. de
Meules as royal intendant. The distinguished eccle-
siatic Bishop Laval now resigned both his bishopric
and his seat in the Superior Council, after thirty years
of active life. He continued to reside in Quebec, now
a city, until his death, at the advanced age of eighty-
six years, He was reputed to be a haughty, eccentric,
and self-willed personage, but withal a very kind-
hearted and forgiving man ; his ability and many good
parts have already been noticed. M. de St. Vallier
succeeded M. Laval as bishop and member of the
Superior Council.

Governor de Denonville (1685) was instructed to see
that the Canadian Indians abandoned their savage life
and adopted French habits. He was to support the
French allies in the West and to carry war into the
territory of the Iroquois, humiliate them, and
endeavor to secure the alliance of Illinois and
Ottawas. As to the first part of his instructions he
found it impossible to convert the Huron and Algon-
quin Canadian Indians to civilization. He reported
that the savages did not become French, but the
French who associated with the Indians became say-
ages, and as to the second part of his instructions he
found great difficulty in either suppressing or pacify-
ing the Iroquois, owing to the encouragement given
to that ferocious tribe by the -English governor to the
south of New TIrance, and also to the duplicity and
treachery of a Huron chief who attacked and slaugh-
tered the Iroquois in a time of supposed peace, falsely
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representing at the same time that the French had
induced him to commit the cruel and impolitic act.
The Iroquois, in a spirit of revenge, organized a force
of fourteen hundred warriors for a stealthy invasion
of the Island of Montreal, which they attacked by
night, and massacred several hundred of the white
inhabitants, surpassing themselves in atrocity on this
horrible oceasion.

It has been stated that Governor de Denonville went
about almost constantly with the Psalms of David in
his hands, and appealed upon religious grounds to the
worldly Governor Dongan. This not having the
desired effect he reproached the latter with the crime
of supplying rum to the Indians. Dongan rejoined
that rum was more wholesome for the Indians than
the brandy with which de Denonvyille himself supplied
to the Indians.

As a remedy for these interminable lroguois raids
M. de Callieres, the commandant at Montreal, formu-
lated a project of making a conquest of the English
provinces to the south, and of utilizing the fine harbor
of New York as a Canadian winter port. Command-
ant Callieres volunteered to undertake the enterprise
with a specified force. The court of France approved
the project, but failed to send the necessary aid. The
troubles of the hapless colonists were further
inereased by a series of epidemics, which carried off

- as many as fourteen hundred persons in one year;

added to this the refusal or inability of the home gov-
ernment to assist with troops in the protection of the
country occasioned the most gloomy forebodings. It
must be said, however, as a measure of justice to the
home government that there is no record of a request
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for money having ever been refused, and the applica-
tions for cash advances were certainly quite frequent.

The gallant but unsuceessful governor was recalled
to his native land, and the doughty old veteran Count
Frontenac was sent out again, in 1687, for another
term, to the great joy of the Canadian people.
Bishop St. Valliere and Royal Intendant Beauharnois
were his chief colleagunes in the Superior Council. No
time was lost by the valiant old governor in taking
steps to relieve the greatly perturbed ecolonists of all
apprehensions for their personal safety. Hostile In-
dians were speedily made to feel that there were to be
no half measures with Frontenac. In addition to the
arduous undertaking of successfully suppressing the
Indians he was confronted by the appearance of a con-
siderable hostile English fleet, with the usnal military
accompaniments, having for its object the conquest of
Quebec. A demand for its surrender was formally
made, and a written reply requested. The old govern-
or’s response will be anticipated: “ The answer will
be sent from the cannon’s mouth,” was the brave old
man’s reply. The city was then bombarded by the
ships, and some skirmishing took place upon land.
The attacking party were, however, discomfited, and

retired down the river. During these unhappy times

the governors of hoth New France and New England
inhumanly utilized the Indians for the mutual injury
of the respective colonies. At one time overtures for
a better understanding between the French and Eng-
lish colonies in North America were exchanged, but
never consummated. The negotiations only resulted
in a controversy, of which Frontenac did not see the

end, he having died in November, 1698, after a few

JEL_.
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days’ illness, in his seventy-eighth year, retaining his
faculties until the last moment. Notwithstanding
some eccentricities Frontenac is regarded as the great-
est of the governors who ruled Canada from the time
of Champlain until the time it ceased to be a French
colony.

M. de Callieres, commandant at Montreal, suc-
ceeded Count Frontenac as governor. The new gov-
ernor’s term lasted five years, until his death in 1703.
His chief colleagues in the Superior Council were
Bishop St. Valliere and Royal Intendant Rodot. De
Callieres was a man of wide experience in both civil
and military affairs, he having already rendered val-
nable public service to the colony in several capacities.
On assuming the responsibility of the general govern-
ment he adhered to Frontenac’s policy. The usual
and interminable round of Indian treaties and
attempted pacifications between the various tribes
occupied the governor’s attention almost constantly.

The opening year of the eighteenth century was a
gloomy one, owing to the general scarcity of food. The
inhabitants were obliged to subsist partially on wild
roots, many suffering the pangs of starvation. While
the colony did not actually decrease in population,
its general progress had become very slow since
the halcyon days of Talon and de Tracy. The
religious orders and ecclesiastics appeared to be the
only community in comfortable circumstances, which
constrained the governor to procure an edict from the
Crown to limit the acquisition of property by the
hierarchy. The governor’s reputation was that of a
prudent, honorable, and courageous man.

M. de Vaudrenil, who had succeeded de Callieres as
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commandant at Montreal, now succeeded the same
gentleman as governor, and presided in that capacity
for the long term of twenty-two years, until his death
in 1725. His chief colleagues in the council were
Bishop St. Vallieres and Intendant Begon. The post-
office system was regularly established during his
regime,

He proved to be a useful and popular governor, and
made the most of the trying position in which he was
placed. The chronic intrigues of the respective
Indian allies of New England and New France still
worried the governor and people. The narrow and
oppressive commercial policy of the home government
hampered the inhabitants; every advantage being con-
ferred upon the industries of the Mother Country as
against those of the colony. All business intercourse
on the part of the inhabitants with other countries
was prohibited ; any surplus of beaver gkins or other
articles of export, beyond the fixed quantity required
by the Mother Country, was to be destroyed. The
prices of all commodities to be bought or sold by the
inhabitants was fixed by the royal intendant. It was
little wonder, then, that the country made such slow
progress under such a blighting policy, or that some
of its inhabitants became idle and dissipated. Despite
all these serious disadvantages the City of Quebee
now alone contained about seven thousand inhabit-
ants, comprising for the most part a fine class of
worthy and agreeable citizens. Montreal then con-
tained about three thousand inhabitants, who were
also mainly a good class of citizens,

The population of the colony had reached twenty-
five thousand souls. Roads were constructed, parishes
laid out, matters of police and finance were improved,
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and the old wooden fortifications at Quebec and Mont-
real were replaced by stone structures. The monetary
arrangements of the colony were, however, very
defective, no coin being in circulation, the only cur-
rency in the country approaching money were little
billets or cartes, resembling the shin plasters of more
modern times,

The colony was now, however, upon the eve of
enjoying the longest period of peace it had ever
known from 1713 to 1744. Upon the death of de Vau-
dreuil, M. de Beauharnois, a brother of the past royal
intendant of that name, succeeded as governor, with
Bishop de Morny and Royal Intendant Chazel and
Dupuy.

The new governor pursued the vigilant policy of his
predecessors in observing the movements of the Brit-
ish and Iroquois to the south, and also of the trend
of the internal affairs of the colony. Considerable
progress had been made during the long interval of
peace. The population had now reached fifty thousand
inhabitants; nearly all the departments and institu-
tions incidental to an important community were now
established and satisfactorily administered by the
respective functionaries. Discoveries were carried
on. De la Verendrye had discovered the great North-
West and Rocky Mountains. The encroachment of
the British American colonists northward to Lake
Ontario, and westward to the Alleghanies, was duly
protested against. And in this connection it is a ser-
ious loss to Canada that the original French boundar-
ies were not maintained by the British in the subse-
quent treaty of peace, signed with the United States
at Paris in 1783; but it was ever thus in the dealings
between the off-handed and unsuspecting British, and
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the shrewd, bargaining American diplomats. De
Beauharnois proved to be a faithful, accomplished
and locally popular governor, but did not stand in
high favor with the home government—it is alleged
for not having prevented the falling of Louisbourg
into the hands of the British. In consequence of this
he was recalled to France.

M. de la Jonquiere was appointed to succeed de
Beauharnois as governor. He left France for Quebec
with thirty-six ships laden with troops and supplies.
He had the design of retaking Louisbourg on his way
out, but was himself taken prisoner at sea by the
British.

M. de Galissonniere assumed the governorship pend-
ing the release of de Jonquiere. Galissonniere had for
his chief colleagues, Bishop Desquot and Royal Inten-
dant Hoequart. He lost no time in becoming
acquainted with the atfairg and resources of the col-
ony, and suggested plans based upon his observations
for the strengthening of French power in North
America. One of his proposals was to establish ten
thousand French peasants south of Lake Erie and
Lake Michigan, at the same time urging the Court to
provide him with means to prevent the British intru-
sions from the south. But the French Government
turned a deaf ear to his importunities for aid to pro-
mote French interests throughout the territories
claimed as part of New I'rance. He suggested the
establishment of printing presses in Canada, which
was also unheeded. The home government, however,
signified their confidence in (Falissonniere by naming
him one of the four commissioners for settling the
boundaries.
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M. de Jonquiere, in the meantime having been set
free by the British, assumed the governorship of Can-
ada for the succeeding three years, with Bishop La
Riviere and M. Bigot, the Jast and worst of all the
royal intendants, as his chief colleagues. While de
Jonquiere gave considerable attention to the security
of numerous posts, he wag nevertheless reproached by
the home government for not carrying out Galisson-
niere’s plans with sufficient energy.

The spirit of mutual territorial encroachment on
the part of the French and British prevailed con-
tinuously.

The French claimed by right of discovery and by
treaty with Indians, the territory as far south as the
confluence of the Alleghany and Ohio rivers, where a
post was established, known as Fort Duquesne, prob-
ably so named in honor of a governor of New France
of that name. A British force under General Brad-
dock made an incautious attempt to capture the Fort,
but was repulsed by French and Indians with the loss
of the general and a considerable number of men. A
second attempt, however, by the British was easily
accomplished. The fort was renamed Pittsburgh, in
honor of the then British premier, Pitt the elder.
Fourteen years after the conquest of New France the
Quebec Act was passed by the Imperial Parliament,
defining the boundaries of Canada as above; but
when American independence was acknowledged, the
terms of which were arranged by the Treaty of Paris
in 1783, Canada’s southern and westerly boundaries
were moved a long distance northward and eastward,

fo the aggrandisement of the new Republic of North

America, henceforth to be known as the United States
of America.
3
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But to return to Governor de Jonquiere, now
strongly suspected of not only conniving at the dis-
honesty of government officials, but also of participat-
ing in ill-gotten gains himself. The suspicions
appeared to be well founded, owing to the fact that
upon a salary of fourteen hundred dollars per annum
he amassed the large sum of two hundred thousand
dollars in three years, with no opportunity of making
a sudden fortune by stock gambling, as sometimes
accidentally happens in the present day. Complaints
were formulated against the governor, which were
about to be investigated, when he offered to resign;
his career was now, however, cut short by death.

Baron de Longeuil became administrator until the
arrival of M. Duquesne as governor-general, who had
for chief colleagues Bishop Pontbriand, the last
bishop under French rule, and the unspeakable Bigot
as royal intendant.

Governor Duquesne was not long in discovering
that the affairs of the colony had fallen into a very
unsatisfactory condition. The commandants at many
posts were more concerned in private speculations
than in the discharge of their duties. Both the ecivil
and military branches of the service were almost hope-
lessly demoralized. He did what he could to remedy
the evils, but was unable to root out many of the
abuses. He was, however, suecessful in reorganizing
and drilling the militia, which comprised the very
respectable force of fifteen thousand men. M.
Duquesne, having presided for three years, was suc-
ceeded by M. de Vaudreuil, a son of the former gover-
nor-general of that name, and a native of the colony,
whom we shall meet again.
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CHAPTER IIL.

ACADIA.

E must now take leave of the river and lake
colony in New France for a comparatively
short interval, and devote some attention to

the important maritime colony of Acadia, comprising
at this time Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Cape
Breton, Prince Edward Island and part of Massa-
chusetts, a territory which in its early history experi-
enced many changes and viecissitudes.

The first settlement was formed by the French at
Port Royal—the name of which was subsequently
changed to Annapolis by the British. The colony, or
at least a portion of it, was taken from the French by
the British in 1613.

King James I. of England and VI. of Scotland, in
a generous moment granted to a Scotch knight, Sir
William Alexander, a vast domain upon which the
grantce bestowed the permanent name of Nova Scotia
—New Scotland—in keeping with the naming of
other transatlantic colonies, such as New England
and New France. An attempt in the same direction
was made in later times to affix the name of New Ire-
land to the colony of Prince Edward Island, but the
Imperial authorities disallowed the proposal.

The first experience in permanently colonizing
Nova Scotia by English-speaking people was not suc-
cessful. The fortress of Quebec was meanwhile taken

35
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from the French by the English, which, however, was,
along with Acadia or Nova Scotia, restored to the
French by King Charles I. of England, an unfortu-
nate transaction for the English, resulting in a long
train of calamities to Great Britain and her colonies.
Nova Scotia was again taken from the French by the
English in 1654, and restored in 1667. It was taken
again from France by New Englanders in 1690, and
restored to France in 1656. Meanwhile the French
commenced the eolonization of Cape Breton in 1708,
with M. Constable as governor, and M. St. Ovid, as
lieutenant-governor. The English again captured the
country in 1710. By a treaty in 1713 the French
ceded Nova Scotia to Great Britain, but retained Cape
Breton, with headquarters at Louisbourg, which was
now strongly fortified.

A British American Government was formed in
Nova Scotia the following year at Port Royal, now
renamed Annapolis in honor of Queen Anne, the first
sovereign of the United Kingdom of Great Britain—
England and Scotland having recently entered into
a political and territorial union, and to be henceforth
known as Great Britain, and its government, army
and navy to be designated British, and not either
English or Scotch.

General Nicholson, the commander-in-chief, may be
considered as the first governor of Nova Scotia,
although no council was formed until Governor Phil-
lips succeeded him as governor, whereupon a council
was counstituted, comprised of John Doucet, Lawrence
Armstrong, Paul Mascerine, Cyprian Southick, John
Harrison, Arthur Savage, John Adams, Hibbert New-
ton, William Skee, William Sheriff, Peter Boudrie

— -
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and Gillam Phillips. Few British families had set-
tled in the province at this time, and the Acadians
having refused to take the oath of allegiance, the
council, with the exception of Mr. Adams, was com-
posed of the officers of the garrison and public depart-
ments.

In 1745 some New Englanders—British Yankees—
aided, somewhat reluctantly at first, by the British
Admiral Warren, gallantly captured the French
stronghold of Louisbourg. The plan of attack, it is
said, was' prepared by a New England lawyer, and
carried into effect by New England farmers and mer-
chants, all of whom manifested unmistakable hravery
and skill. Two years later the government of Great
Britain repeated the blunder of restoring Cape Breton
to France, thereby creating most intense dissatisfac-
tion throughout New England, whose people had made
heavy sacrifices to secure strategic and other advan-
tages for the British Empire, which the latter was
slow to properly appreciate.

However, apart from the diplomatic blunder of
restoring Cape Breton to the French, and of the long
neglect of the garrison and post at Annapolis, the
British Government two years later inaugurated a
vigorous policy of colonization in Nova Scotia proper.
The Honorable Edward Cornwallis was sent out with
a large and well-equipped expedition to commence the
chief settlement at Chebueto, which he renamed Hali-
fax, in honor of one of His Majesty’s ministers.
Rapid progress was made in clearing land and erect-
ing buildings. In a comparatively short time Halifax
was fixed upon as the seat of government. Paul Mas-
cerine, with a quorum of his council was sent for.
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Cornwallis thereupon invited the following gentlemen
on board the transport Beaufort, and had them sworn
in as members of His Majesty’s council, viz.,, Paul
Mascerine, Edward Howe, John Gorham, Benjamin
Green, John Salisbury and Hugh Davidson. Gover-
nor Cornwallis having executed the trust reposed in
him, returned to Britain, and was succeeded in the
oversight of the province by Peregrine Thomas Hop-
son in 1752.

As there was something repugnant to the feelings
of Britishers over the system of government temporar-
ily adopted, only the most pressing laws and ordi-
nances were enacted for the preservation of peace and
good order until the inhabitants were sufficiently
numerous for the establishment of representative
government.

The judiciary system, barring some slight defects,
worked fairly well. The progress of the Halifax
colony was quite active, despite some drawbacks
occasioned by Indian reprisals, which it is supposed
were connived at by the French. It is alleged, in par-
ticular, that a certain Father la Loutre was a very
bad specimen of political priest, who persistently gave
the British all the trouble he possibly could. He also
proved to be an ill-adviser of the Acadians in urging
them not to take the oath of allegiance. Governor
Hopson had presided but one year when failing health
compelled him to resign. He was succeeded in the
governorship by Major Charles Lawrence in 1753,
whose name, barring the expulsion of the Acadians, is
favorably connected with the history of Nova Scotia.
The peculiar situation of the Acadians embarrassed
the local government of the province, who were for a
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long time at a loss to determine the most expedient
course to pursue towards them. They were not Brit-
ish subjects, inasmuch as they declined to take amn
unconditional oath of allegiance, and at the same time
could not be designated rebels. They were not prison-
ers of war, because they held their possessions for
nearly half a ecentury, and were a quiet, happy, pros-
perous people. They wished to pose as neutrals
between France and Great Britain, consequently, if
sent out of the country, it could not expediently be
to France it was said. The local government, being
apprehensive that they could not trust the Acadians
in the event of not improbable future hostilities
between IFrance and Great Britain, resolved upon the
most deplorable and painful expediency of a whole-
sale expatriation of the comparatively large and im-
portant community of Acadians to the then British
provinces of Pennsylvania, Georgia, and other of the
colonies. This fatal decision was abruptly put in
force without giving the victimms an opportunity to
arrange any of their personal or domestic affairs, or
of making any provision for their future welfare
among strangers of a different language, religion and
habits, thereby exposing them to the most eruel hard-
ships and inconveniences. Making due allowance for
the dilemma in which the local authorities were placed
in consequence of the Acadians ill-advisedly not agree-
ing to become British subjects as their compatriots in
Canada under similar circumstances wisely did, yet
some more humane policy might surely have been
safely devised than that of ruthlessly deporting them
so harshly and unceremoniously.

The couneil, in the meantime, after a good deal of
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deliberation decided upon an important constitu-
tional change, which brought into existence the first
parliament ever established in Canada, consisting of
‘twenty-two elected members, sixteen of whom were
elected from the province at large, four from
Halifax township, and two from Lunenburg. The
franchigse was based upon freehold property, and
Roman Catholies, in keeping with the narrow policy
of the Mother Country, were disgracefully debarred °
from voting, The first parliament met on October
2nd, 1758, and elected Robert Sanderson as Speaker.

This, however, was only a partial step towards the
full enjoyment of representative institutions, as the
system of responsible government had not yet been
conceded, consequently more or less friction hetween
the assembly and the council naturally resulted. In
these primitive times the sittings of the House were
proclaimed by the ringing of a bell.



CHAPTER III.
NEW FRANCE.
1758-1763.

E shall leave the maritime colony now in the
possession of Great Britain, and return to
the river and lake colony, still in the posses-

sion of France, but not destined to remain much
longer under the French flag.

When we took leave of the river and lake colony,
then better known under the appellation of New
France, its temporal affairs were administered by the
second Vaudreuil as governor-in-chief, and the dishon-
est and avaricious Intendant Bigot. Its spiritual
affairs were presided over by Bishop Pontbriand, who
was also a member of the Superior Council. Vau-
dreuil was far from an ideal governor, and Bigot was
a thorough-going rascal, consequently the affairs of
the colony were getting into a most deplorable condi-
tion, The inhabitants and the home government were
alike systematically robbed by Bigot and his confed-
erates. The relations between the eivil governor,
Vaudreuil, and the commander of the regular forces,
the gallant General Montcalm, were greatly strained,
and no mutnal confidence or sympathy subsisted be-
tween the civil and military authorities, It was at
this critical period that the great British statesman,
Wm. Pitt the elder, afterwards Lord Chatham,
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premier of Great Britain, was pursuing a vigorous
and aggressive campaign against Irance in North
America for the expulsion of that power from Cape
Breton and New France, now Canada, all of which
was accomplished by the capture of Louisbourg in
1758, Quebee in 1759, and Montreal and the West in
1760, resulting in the ceding to Great Britain, by
Franee, of the whole of Canada. The victors gener-
ously and happily accorded the most honorable terms
to the vanquished, which have ever been highly appre-
ciated by French-Canadians. The articles of capitu-
lation at Quebee were signed by General Townsend

and Admiral Saunders on behalf of Great Britain, .

and by M. de Ramsay on hehalf of France, the chief
commanders of the respective armies, Wolfe and Mont-
calm, having both fallen in battle. One of the Brit-
ish generals, Murray, who was present at the taking
of Quebec, was made governor, and proved to have
been well fitted for the trying position in which he
was placed. On the capitulation of Montreal, in the
following year, the generous terms of surrender were
signed by Governor Vaudreuil, on behalf of France,
and General Amherst on behalf of Great Britain. The
French general, de Levis, declined to sign the articles
of treaty, which he considered not sufficiently liberal.
As Great Britain and France were still at war with
each other in the 0ld World the ultimate lot of Can-
ada could not be finally settled by the terms of the
capitulation. It was, however, settled three years
later by the Treaty of Paris, to which reference will
be made later on.

Meanwhile, the commander-in-chief, General Am-
herst, established a military system of government, in
virtue of which the affairs of the colony were placed

—_——
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under the control of councils of military oificers
appointed for the districts of Quebec, Three Rivers,
and Montreal. General Murray, as chief ruler, was
placed over the Quebec district, General Gage at
Montreal, and Colonel Burton at Three Rivers,
respectively. It was provided that the local affairs
of the inhabitants and the adjustment of differences
among themselves should be deputed, as far as
practicable, to the charge of the Canadian captains of
militia. The commander-in-chief of the British forces
now withdrew from Canada. The two and a half
years’ interval between the capitulation of Montreal
and the Treaty of Paris, was a comparatively happy
period for the down-trodden inhabitants, numbering
about sixty-five thousand souls, who had endured the
greatest of hardships and privations inflicted upon
them, under the fortunes of war, during the struggle
by both of the contending parties. No more pathetic
history is recorded than that of the inoffensive and
industrious early Canadian and Acadian people, who
suffered so severely, through no fault of their own,
in many ways through the varying vicissitudes inci-
dental to the repeated struggles through which the
Franco-American colonies had passed.

The population had now, in 1763, accepted with
good grace the altered situation,and were as con-
tented as could be expected under the rule of officials
alien to them in nationality, religion, language and
manners, who were, however, otherwise very properly
just and humane towards the new subjects.

By Article 4 of the Treaty of Paris the King of
France renounced in favor of Great Britain, all pre-
tensions and rights fo Canada, Nova Scotia (Acadia),
the Island of Cape Breton. and all other islands and
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coasts in the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, and every-
thing that depended upon said countries. His Britan-
niec Majesty, on his part, agreed to grant the liberty of
the Roman Catholie religion to the inhabitants of Can-
ada. He consequently gave the most explicit orders
that his new Roman Catholic subjects may profess
the worship of their religion, according to the rites
of the Roman Church, as far as the laws of Great
Britain would permit.

His Britannic Majesty also agreed that the French
inhabitants, or others, who had been subjects of the
French king in New I'rance, may retire with safety
and freedom whenever they shall think proper, and
may sell their estates, provided it be to subjects of
His Britannic Majesty, or to bring away their effects
as well as their persons without being restrained in
their emigration, the term limited for this emigra-
tion to be eighteen months, to be computed from the
date of the ratification of the treaty.

By Article 5 liberty is granted to the French for
fishing and drying on parts of the coast of Cape
Breton and in the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, to a distance
not nearer than three miles of the coasts of the islands
and continent. Fishing on the coast of Nova Secotia
to be regulated by former treaties.

Article G concedes to the King of France the
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon in full right to
serve as shelter for fishermen, but not to fortify and
build on them, and to have a guard of only fifty men

for police. The ratification of the last two articles
proved to be a diplomatic blunder on the part of the
British, the evil effects of which are still felt most

seriously in Newfoundland.



CHAPTER IV.

QUEBEC.
1763-1791.

ENERAL MURRAY remained in office as gov-
G ernor of the Province of Quebec until 1768.
The Test Act being still in force the French-
speaking people could not serve in his council without
abjuring the doctrine of transubstantiation; this they
refused to do. The test was shortly after abolished,
and the simple oath of allegiance adopted under the
Quebec Act. His report upon the condition of the
colony was much more flattering to the natives of the
province tha nto the British emigrants and retired
soldiers of those days. Some of the French inhabitants
returned to France, but were mostly of the official
class. The vast majority o fthe people, however, re-
mained in Canada.

Sir Guy Carleton (afterwards Lord Dorchester)
suceeeded General Murray in 1768, and ever
proved to be a most efficient governor. Meanwhile the
seventy-five thousand natives were enjoying peace and
contentment under the commendable and magnani-
mous treatment which was meted out to them by the
new rulers. On the other hand the four hundred
inhabitants of British origin were already clamoring
and petitioning for the immediate fulfilment of the
proclamation of 1763, which intimated that repre-
45
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sentative institutions would follow. The chief aim of
the small minority was evidently to rule’ the large
majority, who had not yet been enfranchised. The
existing form of government was carried on by the
governor-general, the lieut.-governors of Three Rivers
and Montreal, and eight councillors appointed by the
governor-general. Only one of the councillors was of
French origin—certainly an inadequate representa-
tion of the majority. This mode of government was
established by an order of council of the Imperial
Government, and continued for eleven years, until the
passing by the Imperial Parliament of the historical
Quebee Act of 1774.  The provisions of the Quebec
Act, while satisfactory to the 'native majority,
was adversely criticised by the English-speaking peo-
ple, both in the colony of Great Britain, and in the
New England colonies, and not without some reasons
from their standpoint, as some French laws and
usages were adopted. The preamble of the Quebec
Act repealed all portions of the Royal Proclamation of
1763, establishing civil government, and revoked the
commissions of the judges and civil officers appointed
under the proclamation. It then defined the boundar-
ies of the provinee, which reached from Labrador to
the head of the Ohio River, and to the east side of the
Mississippi River. The exercise of the Roman
Catholic religion was declared free, and the clergy
maintained in their own right the tithes, but only
from those of their own church. All His Majesty’s
subjects were secured in full possession of their pro-
perty. The English criminal and the French civil
laws were adopted, but subject to amendment by the
governor and Legislative Council, the couneil to be

4
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appointed by the Crown, and to consist of not less
than seventeen members, or more than.twenty-three
members. Its general powers were limited, and all
ordinances were to be submitted for royal assent
within six months after enactment. All right of
external taxation or levying duties on imports were
reserved for the British Crown, with the exception of
customs duties on spirits and molasses, which, how-
ever, did not produce sufficient revenue for the ex-
penses of government. The deficiency was therefore
supplied from the Imperial treasury. This measure,
familiarly known as the Quebec Act, was popular
among the French-speaking inhabitants, but proved to
be not only distasteful to the English-speaking people
of Canada, but also aroused much dissatisfaction in
the British provinces to the south, which now forms
the great American Republic. It is alleged that the
provisions of the Quebec Act added greatly to the
growing discontent, which in a few years subse-
quently culminated in the revolt and final indepen-
dence of said provinces. It is worthy of remark that,
incidental to the bloody and unnatural strunggle which
ensued between the American provinces and the
Mother Country, Canada was invaded by the Ameri-
cang, who appealed earnestly but unsuccessfully to
lure the French-speaking people into joining them in
the revolution against Great Britain. '

Governor Carleton having at this time only two
small regiments and a few militia at his disposal for
the defence of Canada could not therefore prevent the
falling of Montreal, Chambly and St. Johns into the
hands of the Americans, but he successfully defended
the grand old capital, repulsing the Americans with
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considerable loss, including their general, Montgom-
ery, who received his death wound while attempting
to scale the heights of Cape Diamond. After these
events the government of the colony went on success-
fully. Important and useful laws were enacted which
received the Royal assent. The Legislative Counecil
was now (in 1777) composed of twenty-three mem-
bers, of whom eight were Roman Catholics. The Privy
Council consisted of Messrs. Collins, Dunn, Finlay
and Mabane, who were also members of the Legis-
lative Council. The chief justice, M. Livius, an alleged
leader of the British party, attempted to assail the
constitutionality of Governor Carleton’s policy, and
thereby compassed his own dismissal.

Governor Carleton now retired from office, carrying
with him the affection and good-will of all the inhabi-
tants, and more especially of the French-Canadians.

Major-General Frederick Haldimand succeeded Sir
Guy Carleton as governor, in 1777, and has been char-
acterized by some authors as a most tyrannical and
meddling ruler.

It was during Haldimand’s term that the province
received a large and valuable addition to its popula-
tion through the influx of a most desirable class of
settlers, known as the United Empire Loyalists, who
refused to remain under the Stars and Stripes after
the Treaty of Paris, which confirmed the indepen-
dence of the United States, and which also took from
Canada a large area lying to the south of the Great
Lakes and east of the Mississippi River; all this
valuable territory, as before stated, was included
within .the boundary of Canada, as defined by the
Quebec Act of 1774.
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Surveys were commenced in the summer of 1783,
and townships laid out westward of the French set-
tlements on Lake St. I'rancis. Settlements followed

“immediately along the St. Lawrence River, and as far

I
N
)

west as the river Trent, and soon afterwards at
Niagara and Amherstburgh. A census of the white
population of the province was taken about this time,
and was found to number 113,012 souls. The Indian
population nearly at the same time also received a
large accession by the emigration of a body of Iro-
quois to a reservation on the Grand River in Canada,
the said Indians having incurred the displeasure of
the Americans by their fealty to the British flag. The
Imperial Government becoming convinced of the
unsuitability of General Haldimand as a civil gover-
nor recalled him at his own request.

Sir Henry Hamilton was appointed to succeed Gen-
eral Haldimand as governor. The new governor lost
no time in convening a meeting of the council, and
submitted the propriety and expediency of introduc-
ing the Habeas Corpus Act, the advisability of which
had been determined upon by the British Privy Coun-
cil as a protection for the subject against arbitrary
rulers, such as Haldimand had proved to be, in the
matter of making arrests. The proposition was car-
ried out, and met with general approval. Mr. Hamil-
ton’s term as governor lasted but one year. He was

suecceeded for a brief period by Mr. Henry Hope, under

whose governorship nothing of importance transpired.
The agitation for representative government was

again resumed by the English-speaking element. The

movement was greatly strengthened at this time by
the advent of the United Empire Loyalists. Canadian
4
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affairs thus again occupied the attention of the Brit-
ish parliament, and in June, 1780, Sir Guy Carleton,
now raised to the peerage as Lord Dorchester, was
appointed governor-general of Canada and the Mari-
time Provinces, and also commander-in-chief of all the
forces in British America. His arrival in Quebee
was hailed most joyfully, espeecially by the French-
Canadians. The governor-general at once convened a
meeting of the council, and laid before them certain
suggestions with regard to ascertaining the exact con-
dition of the colony. The council was divided into
committees to inguire into the various branches of the
public service. The members of the committees were
most assiduous and painstaking in their researches
before making their respective reports, the results of
which showed an unsatisfactory state of matters.
Charges were made against the judges of drunkenness,
incompetency and partiality. The English judges fol-
lowed English law, and the French judges followed
French law. One judge, who apparently understood
no law at all, gave his decision on the equity of the
case, without any respect to either French or English
law.

Trade was in a bad condition, education at a low -

ebb. There were no public schools, and few private
oneg outside of Montreal and Quebee. The committee
suggested the establishment of elementary schools in
all the parishes, district schools for the higher
branches, also a university, and that the Jesuits
egtates and a portion of the public lands should be set

apart for the maintenance of the large and commend-

able scheme of general education. These reports were

forwarded by the governor-general to the home gov-
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ernment, but some time elapsed before action was
taken upon them. The agitation for representative
government continued, however, in the meantime.
The territory now forming the Province of Ontario
was chiefly assigned for the future homes of a large
section of the United Empire Loyalists, and was in
July, 1788, divided into four districts, named Lunen-
burg, Mecklenburg, Nassau and Hesse, and formed
part of the distriet of Montreal. English laws, to be
administered by a court of general quarter sessions,
were permitted in these districts, as the inhabitants
knew nothing of the French language. A further
effort on the part of the English-speaking element in
1790 for obtaining representative government was
more successful. Mr. Adam Lymburner, a leading
merchant of Quebec City, visited London and urged
the views of the English-speaking party, which he
represented so successfully that a bill was prepared
by Mr. Grenville, the then colonial seeretary, and
submitted for approval to Lord Dorchester the gover-
nor-general of what is now known as Canada, after
which it was presented to the British House of Com-
mons by Mr. Pitt in the spring of 1791. The bill car-
ried out an idea which probably originated, owing to
the circumstance of the recent settlement of the
United Empire Loyalists, in the western part of the
province of keeping the two races separate and dis-
tinet, by dividing the Province of Quebec into two
provinces, to be designated respectively Upper and

Lower Canada. Mr. Fox took an opposite view, and
argued that the two races should be more closely

drawn together. Mr. Pitt, however, persisted in his

‘opinion that it would give greater satisfaction to both
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the English and French-speaking people to have the
province divided. The English-speaking minority in
the proposed province of Lower Canada, represented
by Mr. Lymburner and others, were strongly opposed
to the division of the province, and subsequent results
proved the wisdom of their contention. Despite all
remounstrances against it the division of the province
was carried into effect, and the provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada continued as distinet colonies for
about half a century when they were happily reunited
under the name of the Province of Canada instead of
Quebec, as formerly.

By the above-mentioned Constitutional Act of Mr.
Pitt, legislative councils and assemblies were author-
ized in each province. Lower Canada with its much
greater population was allowed an elective assembly
of not less than fifty members and a legislative coun-
cil of not less than fifteen members, who were to be
appointed by the Crown for life.

Upper Canada was to have not less than sixteen
members in the elective assembly, and not less than
seven members in the Legislative Council, to be ap-
pointed by the Crown for life. Legislative council-
lors and clergymen were debarred from holding seats
in the Assembly.

The qualification of voters in the country parts was

a freehold, or holding of the value of forty shillings a
year, over and above all rents and charges payable out
of or in respect of same. Sessions of parliament
were to be held yearly. The powers of the House of
Assembly were more limited than that of the Imper-
ial House of Commons, nor were the principles of
responsible government adopted, which was a souree
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of much subsequent bickering between the Assembly
and the Council. The Assembly was also hampered
by the council in dealing with matters of finance and
trade, subjects which ought to have been delegated to
the popular branch of the legislature, but were not.
The government, probably for the precautionary
defence of the country, was carried on chiefly by a suc-
cession of military governor-generals, who were up-
right and honorable men in their own professions, but
knew little of constitutional stateeraft or political
ethics. It is not, therefore, to be wondered that the
new constitution did not continue very long to work
quite harmoniously, and that intermittent friction
and deadlocks ensued, finally resulting in the sus-
pension of the constitution of Lower Canada some
forty years later.

By proclamation, dated 18th November, 1791, at
the castle of St. Louis, which was the official resi-
dence of the former French and succeeding British
governors, the lieutenant-governor, Alured Clarke,
Esq., in the absence of Lord Dorchester, governor-in-
chief, declared that the Constitutional Aect should
take effect in both provinces of Lower and Upper Can-
ada on the 26th December, 1791. The dividing line of
the two new provinces commenced at a stone monu-
ment on the north bank of Lake St. Francis, at the
cove west of the Pointe au Baudet on the boundary
between the township of Lancaster, and the seigniory
of New Longuenil, running along the said boundary in

the direction of north thirty-four degrees west, to the

westernmost angle of the said seigniory of New
Longueuil, thence along the north-west boundary of
the seigniory of Vaudreuil, running north twenty-five
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degrees until it strikes the Ottawa River to Lake
Temiscamingue, and from the head of said lake by a
line drawn due north until it strikes the boundary line
of Hudson Bay, including all the territory to the
westward and southward of the said line to the
utmost extent of the country commonly ecalled
(Clanada, ,

The event was celebrated in the town of Quebee by
great rejoicings, and it was wmutually agreed that all
distinctions between the old and new subjects should
hereafter cease, and that they should be united in one
body, as the only means of promoting the happiness
and the prosperity of the whole. These were wise,
noble, and patriotic resolves. Happy would it have
been had these sentiments been earnestly and praeti-
cally carried out in after years; but unfortunately the
high resolves then taken were forgotten all too soon
by a coterie of mutually unpatriotic politicians of the
two races, and as regards the French-speaking ele-
ment, the prime agitators of it were not men gener-
ally hailing from the distriet of Quebee, but rather
from a comparatively small area at a point farther
west in the province.
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CHAPTER V.
" LOWER CANADA.
1791-1796.

OWER CANADA at this period was the largest
and most populous of the British-American
provinces, and in its capital the governor-in-

chief made lLis official residence. Consequently that
province will naturally engross a very large share of
attention in the succeeding narrative of the respective
provinces. Upper Canada at this time contained a
population of only about 10,000 souls. '

By proclamation, dated at the Castle of St. Louis,
Quebec, Tth May, 1792, Lower Canada was divided
into electoral districts, comprising counties, cities and
towns, and the limits of each defined. The counties
were Gaspe, Cornwallis, Devon, Hertford, Dorchester,
Buckinghamshire,” Richelien, Bedford, Surrey, Kent,
Huntingdon, York, Montreal, Effingham, Leinster,
Warwick, St. Maurice, Hampshire, Quebec, Northum-
berland and Orleans. Twenty-one ecounties in all,
besides the cities and towns of Quebec and Montreal,
and the boroughs of Three Rivers and William Henry
(now Sorel). These counties were each to return
two representatives to the Assembly, with the excep-
tion of Gaspe, Bedford and Orleans, which were to
return but one representative each. The towns of
Quebec and Montreal were to return four representa-

55
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tiveg each, Three Rivers two, and William Henry one,
in all fifty representatives.

The writs for the elections bore date of 24th May
and were returnable on the 10th of July. The eleec-
tions took place in June, and were warmly contested,
and on the whole a good selection was made, the best,
some will have it, which was made during the exist-
ence of Lower Canada as a provinee. His Royal
Highness Prince Edward, father of our much beloved
late Queen Victoria, was stationed in the City of Que-
. bec during the election, and hearing of undue excite-
ment at the Charleshbourg polling place in the county
of Quebee, repaired to the spot and averted the hos-
tilities which were about to break out, by appealing
to their better natures. His Royal Highness, being
universally popular, mounted an eminence, and gave
the command for silence; he then addressed the crowd
by urging peace and unity, and was cheered to the
echo by both factions. His concluding words were,
“ Let me hear no more of the odious distinctions, Eng-
lish and French; you are all his Britannic Majesty's
Canadian subjects.” The tumult ceased; menace,
rage and fury gave place to language of admiration
and applause,

The general election resulted as follows: Gaspe,
Edward O'Hara. Cornwallis, P. L. Panet and Jean
Dige. Devon, F. Dambourges and .J. Todd. Hert-
ford, P. Marcoux and L. Daniere. Dorchester, J. E.
Taschereau and L. de Salberry, Buckinghamshire, A.
J. Duchenay and J. M. Tonnancour. William Henry,
John Barnes. Richelien, Pierre Guerant and B. Cher-
rier. Bedford, J. B. M. H. de Rouville. Surrey, P.
Rochblave and I°, Malhoit. Kent, Rene Boileau and
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P. L. Pierville. Huntingdon, H. 8. Dupre and G. C.
Lorimer. York, M. G. C. de Lotbiniere and P. 8. de
Bonpe, Montreal City, West Ward, James MecGill
and J. B. Durocher; East Ward, J. Frobisher and I.
Richardson. Montreal County, Joseph Papinean and
James Walker. Effingham, J. Jordan and Joseph
Lacroix. Leinster, F. A. Laroque and B. Panet.
Warwick, R. P. M. Lavaltrie and L. Olivier. St.
Maurice, T. Coffin and A. Rivard. Three Rivers, J.
Lees and N. St. Martin. . Hampshire, M. McNider and
J. Baudreau. Quebec City, Upper Town, J. A. Panet
and W. Grant; Lower Town, R. Lester and J. Young.
Quebec County, L. de Salabery and D. Lynd. Nor-
thumberland, Pierre DBedard and J. Dufaure.
Orleans, N. Boisseau. Fifteen members of British
and thirty-five of French origin—certainly a large
proportion for the former according to their numbers.
The members received no indemnity or sessional
allowance for their services and travelling expenses,
which must have been very inconvenient for many
nmembers.

The Legislative Counecil was composed of J. G.
Chausegros de Léry, Hugh Finlay, Picotté de
Belestre, Thomas Dunn, Paul Roc de St. Ours, Ed-
ward Harrison, Francois Baby, John Colling, Wil-
liam Smith, Joseph de Longueuil, Charles de Lanan-
diere, George Pownal, R. A. de Boucherville, John
Fraser. The receiver-general, Henry Caldwell, was
soon afterwards added to the council.

Parliament met for the first time on the 17th
December, 1792, in the old Bishop’s Palace,

The House of Assembly elected for its Speaker Mr.
J. A. Panet, an eminent lawyer and member for
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Upper Town, Quebec, and William Smith was ap-
pointed Speaker of the Legislative Council by the
Crown. The old Executive Council appears to have
been continued in office for the time being.

The lieutenant-governor’s speech, for which he was
himself responsible, unlike the governor’s speeches
from the throne of to-day, for which the ministry of
the day are now responsible, was most felicitons and
appropriate to the great occasion, and drew most cor-
dial responses from both houses in reply to the speech
from the throne.

The House of Assembly settled down to work in
framing a variety of standing rules relating to the
proceedings of the House and mode of enacting laws,
ete. The militia laws and educational matters were
dealt with. It was resolved to assist Great Britain
against France in any military struggles which might
ensue, and il was agreed after full discussion to
employ both the English and French languages in the
conduct of parliamentary business. The session
lasted about seven months, and was prorogued on the
9th May, 1793.

Parliament met again for a second session on 9th
November, 1793, and was opened in person by Lord
Dorchester, who had returned to Canada. Lieuten-
ant-Governor Clarke went back to England, bearing
with him the best wishes of the people.

Lord Dorchester’s speech from the throne, as might
be expected, was both clear and important, and much
appreciated by the Assembly.

The expenditures vastly exceeded the revenue, but
the governmment of Great Britain cheerfully supplied
the deficiency until means could be supplied to render
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the sources of revenue more productive. Five bills
were passed. Mr. Speaker Panet having been ap-
pointed to a judgeship, M. de Lotbiniere succeeded to
the speakership in his stead.

Power was taken to appoint commissioners to treat
with commissioners from Upper Canada, to regulate
the customs duties or drawbacks to be allowed that
province on importations through Lower Canada.

Parliament met again on 5th January, 1795. Lord
Dorchester delivered the speeel from the throne, ex-
pressing much satisfaction with the Assembly, and at
the same time tendering some excellent and acceptable
advice; and so matters went on very harmoniously
between the Assembly and His Excellency.

Parliament met again on the 20th November, 1795,
being the last session of the first parliament. Every-
thing in the way of government was going on satis-
factorily as usual. The only depressing experience of
the times was due to a general deficiency in the har-
vests of both Europe and Canada; under these excep-
tional circumstances the provincial administration
deemed it expedient to prohibit the export of wheat
and breadstuffs for a short fixed period.

His Excellency Lord Dorchester prorogued parlia-
ment on the Tth May, 1796, in a most happy and
reassuring speech. He having decided to leave Can-
ada on the 9th July following, many addresses
eouched in sincere and endearing language were
addressed to him by all classes on the eve of his final
departure from Canada.



CHAPTER VI.
UPPER CANADA.
1791-1799.
GOVERNMENT OF (COL. JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, EX-M.P:

HE first lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada
was a gentleman of experience, being a soldier
and parliamentarian; he having served in the

army, and also sat in the British House of Commons.
He organized his executive council at Kingston, after
which a proclamation and writs were issued for the
election of sixteen members to the Assembly, to be
elected npon a freehold or leasehold franchise—in
counties of a clear value of forty shillings a year—in
towns upon a house and lot of the yearly value of five
pounds sterling. Clergymen and legislative council-
lors were not eligible to sit in the Assembly.

The following representatives* were returned at the
polls: Glengarry, First Riding, Hugh MecDonell;
Second Riding, John McDonell. Stormont, Jeremiah
French. Dundas, Alex. Campbell. Grenville, Eph-
raim Jones. Leeds and Frontena¢, John White, On-
tario and Addington, Joshua Booth. Northumber-

* A most interesting sketch of the lives of the above-named members
+ will be found in ** The First Legislators of Upper Canada,” by Mr. C. C.
James, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Toronto,
60
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land and Prince Edward, Philip Dorland. Lennox
and Hastings, Hazelton Spencer. York and Lincoln,
First Riding, Nathaniel Pettit. Lincoln, Second
Riding, Benjamin Pauling. Lincoln, Third Riding,
Isaac Swaze. Lincoln and Norfolk, Fourth Riding,
Parshall Terry. Suffolk and Essex, David W. Smith.
Kent, William McComb and Francis Baby.

Mr. Dorland, being a Quaker, refused to take the
oath, causing a new writ to be issued, and the election
of Peter Van Alstine resulted in his stead.

The choice of members was evidently a good one,
judging by the useful legislation which followed their
deliberations.

The first session -of the first parliament met at
Newark, now Niagara-upon-the-Lake, on the 17th
September, 1792, and elected John MecDonell, mem-
ber for the Second Riding of Glengarry, as Speaker.
Mr. MeDonell, being a Roman Catholie, would prob-
ably not have been eligible outside of Upper and
Lower Canada within the British Empire, under the
then existing Test Aect, happily since abolished
throughout the Empire.

The Legislative Council was comprised of Robert
Hamilton, Richard Cartwright, John Munroe, Wil-
liam Osgoode, James Baby, Alex. Grant and Peter
Russell, who were on the whole good, reliable men.
William Osgoode was appointed Speaker of the Legis-
lative Council by the Crown.

The Executive Council was as follows: William
Osgoode, William Robertson, James Baby, Alex.
Grant and Peter Russell. It will be observed that
the House of Assembly had no representative in the
Executive Council, which soon caused trouble, How
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different this was from administrations of the present
time, where the great majority of executive council-
lors are now chosen from the popular chamber!

The heads of the departments were as follows:
Attorney-General, John White; Secretary of the Pro-
vince, Williamn Jarvis; Solicitor-General, R. 1. D.
Gray; Receiver-General, Peter Russell; Surveyor-
General, D. W. Smith; Indian Department, Col. John
Butler; Military Secretary, Major Little Hale; Aide-
de-Camp, Col. Thos. Talbot.

Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe ushered into life the
new parliamentary system with all the pageantry and

eclat available in those primitive times. The speech -

from the throne was appropriate and prophetic. The
session lasted nearly one month, during which eight
useful Acts were passed. Among these were enact-
ments for the making more effective the government
of Upper Canada in North America; the introduction
of the British laws; for trial by jury; for the easier
collection of small debts; for the regulation of tolls to
be taken in grist mills.

The names of the districts of Lunenburg, Mecklen-
burg, Nassau and Hesse were changed to the Eastern,
the Midland, the Home, and Western, and provision
was made for building a jail and court-house in each
of them.

Unfortunately before the division of the provinces
had taken place the government of the original Pro-
vince of Quebec had prodigally awarded large grants
of lands to private individuals in the territory which
snbsequently became Upper Canada. The granting
also by the Imperial Government, after the formation
of the provinece, of one-seventh of all the lands for
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church purposes was another error of judgment, apart
from the mistaken pretensions of the Church of Eng-
land to claim the whole grant for its particular com-
munion, a claim which Governor Simcoe inadvisedly
encouraged, but which AMr. Richard Cartwright,
M.L.C., although himself a member of the Church of
England, stoutly combatted as a gross injustice, sce-
ing that the Church of England people only numbered
a small proportion of the population. Mr. Cart-
wright also fought successfully against the eontention
of some of the ecclesiastics of his own church, who
averred that no Protestant marriages were legal out-
side the Anglican Church. Apart from this display
of ecclesiastical bias and his dislike of Americans,
Governor Simcoe was an enthusiastic and successful
friend of the infant provinee.

The total annual revenue of the province was then
$4.300, out of which was paid the salaries of the
Speaker and the secretaries.

The second session of parliament met at Newark on
the 30th May, 1793, and passed thirteen bills during
its sittings. Ome of the most noted of these enact-
ments was the immediate curtailment of slavery, look-
ing to its early abolition. Thus Upper Canada occu-
pied the proud distinction of having set the first noble
example of absolute human freedom to the whole
world. Lower Canada did likewise during its first
session of its second parliament; Great Britain forty-
one years later; the United States seventy-two years
later, and Brazil seventy-eight years later—all follow-
ing the example of the infant parliament of Upper
Canada,
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Governor Simcoe now resolved upon changing the
seat of government, owing to the proximity of New-
ark to the American frontier., He thought very fav-
orably of the present site of London for the capital,
but finally decided upon York, now Toronto, which
then became the capital. Meantime the governor’s
undisguised prejudice and unguarded language
against the Americans, particularly in the presence of
Indians, brought about his recall. He was, however,
subsequently appointed to the governorship of St
Domingo, where he discharged his duties satisfac-
torily. On the departure of Col. Simcoe, the Honor-
able Peter Russell, senior member of the Executive
Council, assumed temporary charge of the lieutenant-
governorship.

The journals of the parliament of Upper Canada
between the years 1793 and 1797 are nowhere to be
found. It is supposed that they were either burned
by the American army, who captured York in the War
of 1812-13, or were otherwise captured at sea by a
privateer. Fortunately, however, the statutes of that
period are extant, and contain a record of the very
useful and necessary acts which were passed during
the few sessions of that period, in which provision was
made for the nomination and appointment of parish
and town officers; for collecting assessments; for lay-
ing out and repairing highways; to confirm and make
valid certain marriages; for the holding of courts and
law of probate; respecting returning officers; for rais-
ing the rate of liquor licenses, the funds to be used
for the payment of a sessional allowance for the mem-
bers; an Act respecting jurors; to establish superior
and small courts, courts of appeal, ete.; to prevent
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cattle, horses, pigs, ete., from rﬁnning at large; to
build jails and court-houses in each district; to regu-
late the duty on stills; for the registration of deeds
and wills; for the destruction of wolves; for the hold-
ing of courts, and selecting of juries; for the appoint-
ment of enstomns commissioners; respecting trade with
the United States, and for dealing with felons coming
into the province from other parts.

The journals for the second session and ensuing par-
liaments have been preserved, and represent that par-
liament opened at York on the 1st June, 1797.
Seventeen bills were passed during the session. The
most important measure was for the better defence
and security of the province against the king's
enemies. A session was held in 1798, during which
geven nseful Aets were passed. A session was held
in 1799, and five useful Acts were passed. It is re-
gretful, however, to find. that despite the passing of
good legislation during this period that it was other-
wise a land-grabbing era, to the disadvantage of the
actual settler, in which the lieutenant-governor him-
self participated. Mr. Russell's inglorious regime as
lieutenant-governor terminated by the arrival of
Major-General Peter Hunter at Toronto the same year.

The great Dominion of Canada being a federation
of British-American provinces, united under the pro-
visions of the British North America Act of 1867,
each province having previously had a history of its

- own, it is, therefore, deemed expedient to adopt the

following order of historical divisions:
Lower Canada from 1796 until union with Upper
Canada, 1840,
=
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Upper Canada from 1800 until union with Lower
Canada, 1840.

Nova Scotia from 1758 until it formed part of the
Dominion of Canada in 1867.

New Brunswick from 1784 until it formed part of
the Dominion of Canada in 1867.

Prince Edward Island from 1770 until it formed
part of the Dominion of Canada in 1873.

Province of Canada, from the union of Upper and
Lower Canada into one province in 1840, until the
formation of the Dominion of Canada in 1867.

Dominion of Canada from its formation in 1867
down to the present time.

British Columbia from its earliest political history
until it became part of the Dominion of Canada in
1871.

Manitoba and the North-West from 1870 down to
the present time.

The North-West Territories from 1875 until the
present time.

Yukon from 1897 until the present time,

Newfoundland from 1832 to the present time.
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CHAPTER VIL

SKETCHES OF THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF
LOWER CANADA FROM 1796-180.

GOVERNMENT OF MAJOR-GENERAL ROBERT PRESCOTT,
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF LOWER CANADA.

HE general election for the second parliament
took place during the months of June and
July, 1796, and resulted in the return of only
thirteen members of the previous parliament, and of
the fifty members elected thirty-six were of French
and fourteen of British origin. And it is worthy of
remark that the English-speaking element have not
since been able to further increase their proportion
during the past one hundred years.

The new parliament met on the 14th January, 1797,
and chose Mr., Panet again as Speaker of the House
of Assembly.

The speech from the throne contained a reference .
to a recent treaty of amity, commerce and naviga-
tion favorable to the province, which had been con-
cluded by His Majesty’s government and the govern-
ment of the United States. It stated that France,
under the archusurper Napoleon Bonaparte, was
still keeping up a desultory warfare among the
nations, and that emissaries of that country were dis-
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persed everywhere, holding out delusive prospects to
the people in order to disturb the quiet of all settled
governments, and that an attempt of that nature
having been recently made in this province, it was
expedient that the alien bill soon to expire should be
prolonged. |

The response to the speech from the throne by the
Assembly was most cordial, and evinced a most com-
mendable disposition to aid the lientenant-governor
in the preservation of His Majesty’s government to
the full extent of their power.

The lieutenant-governor having been promoted to
the status of governor-general received the hearty con-
gratulations of the ITouse thereupon. Six important
bills were passed during the session, of which one was
to regulate the trade with the neighboring states;
another ratified the provisional agreement with Upper
Canada relative to custom dutiex; a third bill made
* more effectual provisions for the pilotage in the St.
Lawrence River between Quebec and the Island of
Bic; and, finally, an Act relating to returning officers
at elections. Mr. Wm. Grant, member for Upper
Town, Quebec, attempted to get the House committed
to the establishment of a university on liberal prin-
ciples, but his resolution was defeated by a majority
of fifteen members. His Exccllency assented to
the bills which were passed during the session
in most commendatory terms. The revenue of the
previous year (1796) was £18,975, of which £1,040
belonged to Upper Canada for its share of duties col-
lected. The expenses of government were £26,185,
leaving a deficit of £7,110, which would have to be
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borne by the Imperial Government. The revenue,
however, continued to improve subsequently.

His Excellency General Prescott met parliament
again on the 28th February, 1798, and again on the
29th March, 1799, for the last time. Only a very
moderate amount of legislation took place during the
last two sessions. The most noteworthy was the reap-
pointment of an excellent commission to adjust the
customs duties and drawbacks in a manner acceptable
to Upper Canada. DMatters seemed to have gone on
smoothly and satisfactorily during Governor Pres-
cott’s regime, consequently he enjoyed the universal
esteem of the inhabitants, who regretted his depart-
ure, and manifested the most gratifying proof of their
high estimation of his conduet in the administration
of the affairs of the province by a public acknowledg-
ment of his valuable services,

GOVERNMENT orF SIR ROBERT SHORE MILNES, 1799.

Governor-General Prescott was succeeded by Lieu-
tenant-Governor Milnes, who did not meet parliament
until the 5th March, 1800. The speech from the
throne contained nothing of especial interest, beyond
commendation of the loyalty and patriotism mani-
fested by the Canadian people towards the Mother

‘Country, Great Britain, and also an expression of

grafification over the intercourse happily subsisting
between His Majesty’s subjects and the citizens of the
United States, which he hoped might long endure.
The Assembly replied to the speech. in most felicitous
terms. A resolution was passed declaring the ex-
pediency of further encouraging the culture of hemp.
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Charles Baptiste Boue, member for Effingham, was
expelled for having compounded an illegal act of one
Etienne Drouin, who sold soaked wheat to Bouc for
the purpose of increasing its weight. The latter, in-
stead of prosecuting Drouin in a court of law, fright-
ened him into the granting of his note for £75.
Drouin afterwards laid the matter before the law
officers of the Crown, who proceeded against Bouc for
compounding a felony, for which expulsion from the
House followed. Bouc was re-elected more than once,
but was finally disqualified by Act of Parliament, and
was cast into prison, which was certainly excessive
punishment—pushed on, it is said, by a vindictive
coterie, who had some personal pique against him.

Considerable discussion now arose over the decision
of the government to take possession of the celebrated
Jesuits’ estates in the name of, and as the property of,
His Majesty, the last member of the order, the Rev.
Jean Joseph Casot, having died that year. Mr.
Plante, member for Hampshire, moved a resolution,
which was carried, asking for all papers and docu-
ments in connection with the case. This attempt at
delay did not, however, affect the final result, the
government having carried out their decision to take
possession of the property for the purposes of the
Crown. The Jesuits’ Estates question, however, did
not permanently rest here, and became a lively issue
afterwards, which we shall meet again.

The system of granting a sessional allowance and
mileage as an indemnity to meet the outlay for travel-
ling and hotel expenses while attending the session

had not yet been adopted in the parliament of Lower -

Canada, which must, therefore, have been a hardship
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to many members, particularly during the long ses-

sions. It is little wonder, therefore, that thinly
attended sessions of members frequently resulted.
The following salaries were paid to the chief officials
in the public service:

The salary of the governor-general, £2,000, lately
increased to £2,500; members of the Executive Coun-
cil, £100 each; the clerk (Mr. Ryland), £400; chief
justice at Quebee, £1,200; chief justice at Montreal,
£900; each of the other judges, £500; the judges at
Three Rivers, £300; the judge at Gaspe, £200; vice-
admiralty judge, £200; secretary and registrar
(George Pownall), £400; the attorney-general (Jona-
than Sewell), £300, besides fees; the solicitor-general
{M. Foucher), £200; receiver-general (Mr. Caldwell),
£400; surveyor-general of lands (Mr. Holland), £300;
surveyor-general of woods, a sinecure, (John Coffin),
£200; inspector-general of public aceounts (T. A.
Coffin), £365; French translator (de Lamadiere),
£200; grand voyer of the province (C. de Lamadiere),
a sinecure, £500. The officials alone took £669 more
than the revenue amounted to, without having ex-
pended anything for public improvements.

The members of the Executive Council at this time
were Chief Justice Osgoode, Bishop Mountain, P. R.
de St. Ours, Hugh Finlay, Francois Baby, Thomas
Dunn, Joseph de Longueuil, Pierre Panet, Adam
Lymburner, James McGill, Chief Justice James Monk,
P. A. de Bonne, John Lees, A. J. Duchesney and John
Young——certainly rather a large cabinet for the popu-
lation and resources of the province. It is not sur-
prising, then, that the members of the Assembly soon
became discontented.
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The legislative councillors at this time were
Bishop Mountain, Hugh IFinlay, Thos. Dunn, P. R,
de St. Ours, Francois Baby, Joseph de Longueuil,
Charles de Lanaudiere, Sir George Pownall, R. A. de
Boucherville, Henry Caldwell, Chief Justice Monk,
Nir John Johnston, Chartier de Lotbiniere, Gad Et
Taschereau, Chief Justice Osgoode, Speaker.

Before the dissolution of parliament took place the
salaries of some of the judges were materially in-
creased as well as other expenditures, causing even a
greater deficit than that of the previous year. The
second parliament being now ended writs were issned
for a general election, which was warmly contested.
Some changes in the personnel of the House took
place, but the proportion of French and English-
speaking members remained about the same, with the
addition of a German by birth, Mr, Wm. Vondenvel-
don, who was elected for Gaspe.

Parliament met on the 8th of January, 1801, and
Mr. Panet was again chosen Speaker. The speech
from the throne and the reply thereto were quite
harmonious,

Free schools, to be supported by grants of land,
were authorized. DBills for licensing billiard tables
and for the imposition of duty upon tobacco and snuiff
were passed; another bill permitted the demolishing
of the walls round the city of Montreal, which had
now become a nuisance. The House was prorogued
on the &h April in a harmonions but commenplace
speech by the lieutenant-governor.

Parliament met again on 11th January, 1802.
Lieutenant-Governor Milnes *congratulated the two
Houses upon the return of peace recently concluded
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between Great Britain and France. An appropria-
tion of £1,200 was voted for the encouragement of
hemp culture, which however was not a success, the
inhabitants preferring to grow wheat, a decision
perhaps pleasing to the clergy, as hemp was not sub-
ject to tithes. The Eastern Townships were now
being opened for settlement, but progress was some-
what retarded for want of roads and from the past
improvident land policy in the granting of large
blocks of land to favorites and speculators. The
session cloged on -April 5th.

Another gession of parliament was convened on Sth
February, 1803. The lieutenant-governor recom-
mended the renewal of the militia law, and the taking
of steps to remedy the insufficiency of the jails at
Montreal and Quebee, and tendered congratulation
upon the increase of the revenue. Six bills were
passed, and then parliament was prorogued Dby
the lieutenant-governor in a speech expressive of
satisfaction.

A special session was called in August of the saine
vear, consequent upon the breaking out of hostilities
between Great Britain and France. The Alien Act
and the Act for the Dbetter preservation of His
Majesty’s government had been allowed to expire on
the advent of peace; it now became expedient to
renew these laws. These duties were not only
promptly but cheerfully performed, the session last-
ing but ten days. The utmost feeling of sympathy
and loyalty towards Great Britain as against France
prevailed in all quarters, which was most creditable
to the French-speaking people, whose sense of justice
and propriety at all times outweighed the ties of
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blood. They were also out of sympathy with the arch-
usurper Bonaparte.

Parliament was again convened on the 10th Feb-
ruary, 1804. This was the last session of the third
parliament. Some thirteen bills were passed, one of
which provided for the care of the insane. The mem-
bers parted with the executive on the best of terms,
and returned to their constituents with the approba-
tion of the lieutenant-governor, and with the econ-
scientiousness of having discharged their duty.

The general election took place in July, 1804, for
the fourth parliament, and the legislature met in July
of the following year, 1805. Mr. Panet was again
chosen Speaker. Much of the time of the session was
occupied in inquiries relating to contested elections.

The important question of improving inland navi-
gation engaged the attention of parliament for the
first time. A policy on those lines was affirmed by a
resolution, and £1,000 voted for that objeet; that
sum, however, proved to be ridiculously inadequate
for the contemplated object, but the desire to facili-
tate infercourse with Upper Canada was naturally so
strong that the Assembly were convineed that nothing
short of the construction of a canal would attain the
object sought for.

An unsuccessful attempt was made to get the
seigneurs to compound their feudal rights and dues
with their censitaires. An unjust measure was
unfortunately passed, chiefly by votes of country
members; for the taxing of trade exclusively to defray
the cost of erecting common jails in Quebec and

Montreal. A bill was passed, for the better regulation

of pilots and shipping, and the establishing of the
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Trinity House, and conferring upon the same import-
ant powers relating to navigation, licensing pilots,
etc. Omne of the incidents of the session was the slight
friction between the lieutenant-governor and the
Assembly over a proposal to increase the salary of the
French translator, to which the lieutenant-governor
would not agree. The Assembly took umbrage at this
and were about to record their displeasure when
black rod summoned them to the council chamber for
prorogation. This was the first instance since the
establishment of the constitution that there had been
any shadow of misunderstanding between the Execu-
tive and the Assembly, an unfortunate state of things
which in later years nearly became chronic, and for
which the governors were largely responsible.

The cost of the last general election was £545. The
mail service to and from Great Britain during these
times was fortnightly, direct in summer, and but
monthly in winter, via Halifax. The mails for Upper
Canada were forwarded on the following days after
the arrival of the British mails at Quebec. The total
arrival of ships at Quebee in 1805 were 146.

The lieutenant-governor sailed for England on the
Gth August, leaving Mr. Dunn, as senior executive
councillor, in charge as administrator. His Honor
received a complimentary address from the citizens of
‘Quebee on his departure; nevertheless he was not
popular. The general estimate of him was that he
was an easy, well-meaning man with but ordinary
ability and little self-confidence, and easily influenced
by the irresponsibles about him, to whom he looked
for advice.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE HoN. THoMAS DUNN, 1805,

Mr. Dunn assmued the government as president of
the council and administrator on 31st July, 1805, and
convened parliament on the 22nd February, 1806.
He congratulated the House especially on Nelson's
great vietory off Cape Trafalgar.

The jail bills, to which reference has already been
made, whereby the mercantile community were alone
taxed for the building of jails, caused so much dissat-
isfaction in commercial circeles that the Imperial
government had been petitioned to disallow the Aet,
but declined to interfere. At a complimentary din-
ner given by merchants in Montreal to the town and
county of Montreal members, according to the report
of speeches, which appeared in the Gazette newspaper,
some unpalatable eriticisms were indulged in against
the country members generally for their part in vot-
ing for the unjust Jail Act. Thereupon a majority of
the members of the Assembly deemed the editor of the
Gazette, Mr. Edwards, guilty of a high breach of the
privileges of the House, and unwisely sent the
sergeant-at-arms to arrest him, but the editor suceess-
fully eluded the officer. Meanwhile the Quebec
Mercury newspaper uttered some comments upon the
crusade against the freedom of the press, whereupon
the Assembly repeated the unwise act again of med-
dling with the liberty of the press, by arresting Edifor
Carey of the Mercury, who, however, apologized, and
was set free.

Shortly after the transpiring of the Gazette and
Mercury episodes a journal, Le Canadien, published
in the French langunage, appeared. The enterprise
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might easily have been a great power for good, but it
is feared that the aim of the promoters was to sin in
the same direction as did the English press, by incit-
ing the prejudices of its readers in highly colored
tales of wrongs toward the French-speaking race, to
which its compatriots were advised and harangued to
no longer submit. That the French-speaking people
had grievances no one can deny, and it was doubtless
too much to expect of ordinary human nature that a
majority would submit very long to the control of the
minority. Be that as it may, it is to be suspected that
Le Canadien did not pursue a patriotic policy of con-
ciliation towards its supposed adversaries. Its edi-
tors, like too many others of that calling, were forget-
ful of the divine precept delivered during the sermon
on the mount, “ Blessed are the peacemakers.” It is
greatly to be regretted that some estrangement be-
tween the two races was so soon to be engendered and
intensified by the tone of the press, and by the officious
acts of certain English-speaking funectionaries, who
were only too willing to trample upon the majority.
Mr. Dunn, the administrator, prorogued parliament
on the 19th April with some expressions of dissatis-
faction over the incompletion of the necessary busi-
ness, which he was of the opinion resulted through.so
many members declining to give their customary
attendance. He, however, thanked them for what had
heen accomplished. It is just possible that some of
the members could not afford to remain very long at
the capital without any remuneration in the way of a
sessional allowance to cover hotel and other expenses.

The revenue had considerably increased, and the
arrivals as well a