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PREFACE.

IN committing to the press the last volume of my

Travels on the Continent of America, I have only

to ask for it the same careful and patient examina-

tion, and the same candid and impartial criticism,

by which those who may read its pages would like

any work of their own to be judged, were they

about to appear before the tribunal of the public.

Of the narrative and descriptive portions, there

will not probably be much difference of opinion, as

the pictures possess at least fidelity and truth, from

their being drawn on the spot. On the historical

and statistic sections, all practicable care has been

bestowed, and the best accessible authorities, ancient

and modern, diligently consulted and compared.

And of the illustrations, it is sufficient perhaps to

say that they are from the pencil of Mr. Bartlett, to

ensure for them that confidence in their accuracy, to

which, all who have seen the cities and scenes deli-

neated, will bear their willing testimony.

The portion of this work that will no doubt excite

some opinions in accordance, and others at variance

with the Author's views, is that which embraces the

Chapter on National Colonization. But, as it is the

fate of all new projects or propositions-from the

Expedition of Columbus, down to the introduction of
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Gas Lights, Steam Navigation, a Civic Police, Slave-

Emancipation, Cheap Postage, or Free Trade-to

meet with opposition, from the classes who are most

slow to perceive the advantages of improvement, and

from those who are interested in maintaining things

as they are ; so it would be vain to expect that a

proposition so bold and comprehensive as that of

introducing an entire new system of planting Colonies

abroad, should be received even with general favour.

It must pass through its ordeal of abuse, ridicule,

scorn, and contempt, like all other projects ; and

Time alone will decide whether it has within it the

elements of truth, justice, and practicability, to sus-

tain it through the conflict.

I beg the favour, therefore, of those to whom this

proposition seems at first uninviting, to remember

well, that it is the common trick of those who will

not give themselves the trouble to examine what is

new, to excuse their indolence, and flatter their self-

love at the same time, by affecting a degree of wisdom

so superior to that of ordinary mortals, as to be able to

pronounce judgment without weighing the evidence,

and oracularly to condemn everything which they

will not give themselves the pains to understand, as

"visionary and impracticable." This has been the

sentence of shallow-minded men, in every age, on

every subject that was in advance of their own

understanding or their own industry to make them-

selves thoroughly acquainted with ; and this is the

cuckoo-note of shallow-minded persons still.

If the " army of martyrs " who have been thought

"visionaries " in their day and generation,-from

Anaxagoras, who was condemned for impiety towards
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the gods, because he taught some new astronomical

truths, and contended that there was only one

Supreme Intelligence ruling the Universe, down

to Galileo, who was imprisoned by the Inquisition

for broaching new "impieties " of the same des-

cription ; and so onward to Columbus, who was

treated as a " visionary" by the Courts and Col-

leges of Europe ; or Fulton, who was an object of

scorn and ridicule to the multitude when he made

his first attempt to propel a vessel by steam on the

Hudson river ; or, in moral changes, to Wilberforce

and Clarkson, who were regarded as " monomaniacs "

-or Father Mathew, who was at first considered a

mere " dreamer "-and the advocates of substituting

a Congress of Nations to maintain Universal Peace,

and settle all national disputes by arbitration instead

of having recourse to war, all of whom are regarded

by the great majority of mankind as " imbeciles " or

"fanatics ;"-if such an " army of martyrs " could be

raised from the dead some fifty years hence, when

their " visionary and impracticable schemes " have

all received the stamp of Time to mark them as

the works of men who had effected the greatest and

most beneficial revolutions in human affairs ;—and

if such a "host of visionaries " could at the same

time be confronted with the weak and shallow men

who derided their efforts, scoffed at their projects,

and either persecuted or denounced them as mad-

men or fools-how would the glory of the one and

the shame of the other stand out in bold relief, and

each make the other more conspicuous !

But, let the planners and projectors of the world,

visionary though they may be deemed, console them-
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selves with this reflection, that it is to the very

enthusiasts who are so contemptuously scorned, that

the world owes all the pioneering efforts which have

resulted in the discovery and promulgation of almost

every great physical, moral, or political change that

has yet improved the condition of mankind ;-that

their zeal, which is so much ridiculed, furnishes the

only power which could sustain them in their frowned-

upon and discouraged career ; -and that their indif

ference and superiority to the scoffs of the ignorant,

their single-mindedness of purpose, and their uncon-

querable perseverance in what they believe to be just

and true, can alone achieve the triumphs they so

ardently desire.

8, Regent's Villas,

Avenue Road,

Regent's Park.

J. S. BUCKINGHAM.
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CANAD A.

CHAP. I.

Departure from the United States for Canada-Embark at

Queenstown in an English steamer-Pass between Fort Niagara

and Fort George-Historical Incidents connected with these

Forts-Voyage across Lake Ontario-Agreeable contrast of

an English steamer with an American-Arrival at Toronto.

HAVING now concluded our Survey of the United

States of America, after a tour of three years,

during which we had visited nearly every part of

that extensive country, we were anxious to follow it

up by as careful and impartial an examination of the

British Possessions on the same Continent, including

Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. The

diversity of opinion as to the value of these Pos-

sessions and the condition of their inhabitants,

which prevailed in England, as well as the opposite

views taken by different parties as to the merits or

demerits of the recent rebellion, rendered it highly

B
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desirable that a calm and unbiassed investigation

should be made by some one who had neither pre-

possessions nor prejudices to sustain, and who would

therefore examine with patience, and record with

fidelity, all that passed within his observation dur-

ing his travels through these Provinces. In this

spirit, I can truly say, that I entered on the task ; and

I had the fullest confidence that, in the same spirit , I

should continue to pursue it to the end. The follow-

ing narrative of our journey, and the reflections to

which the incidents of it gave rise, will best deter-

mine how far that resolution has been strictly

adhered to.

On Monday, the 24th of August, 1839 , we left

the United States of America for Canada-embark-

ing at Queenstown, in the Straits of Niagara, on

board the English steamer Transit, Capt. Richard-

son. We left the wharf at Queenstown at 2 P. M.,

and running down the five or six miles of the narrow

stream which divides the British from the American

territory, we entered the Lake Ontario. On the

right hand of our track we had Fort Niagara, with

the American flag flying-and on the left hand, Fort

George, and Fort Missassauga, or the Rattlesnake,

in the British town of Niagara. On these last, no

colours were displayed, though there were two flag-

staffs—one on each Fort—and a number of English

troops in garrison : the British flag was nowhere

seen, though a British vessel was passing, while the

American stripes and stars were floating in the

breeze. This was a neglect which we could not but

regret ; as the sight of the national banner, wher-

ever it may of right be honourably displayed, is
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always welcome to the eye, and cheering to the

heart, of those who regard it as their own.

The two British Forts were the scene of a deadly

struggle for supremacy between the Americans and

the English, in May, 1813 ; the former making the

attack, from their opposite Fort, and from batteries

along the river ; while Commodore Chauncey, with

a fleet of American vessels, and 200 boats laden with

men, opened a bombardment from the ships, and

landed their men. They were seconded in their

efforts by a discharge, from the cross- fire of the bat-

teries, of red-hot shot and shells, and succeeded in

driving the British from their entrenchments, and

setting fire to their forts. But the English rallied

after their retreat-re-organized-returned to the

charge- and, in a desperate struggle, succeeded in

driving their enemies back into the Lake, and

obtaining and keeping safe possession of their origi-

nal posts such are the vicissitudes of war!

The American Fort, Niagara, is of much older

date than the British Fort, St. George. As early as

1769, the spot on which Fort Niagara now stands,

was enclosed by a stockade, and used as a fortress

against the native Indians, by the celebrated French

commander, La Salle. The present fort was built

as early as 1725, by the French : but in 1759, it

was taken by Sir William Johnson, on the part of

the British, by whom it was, in 1796, ceded to the

Americans. In 1813 it was again taken by the

English ; and, in 1815, again yielded to the United

States, with whom it has ever since continued, being

on the territory of the State of New York, the north-

west angle of which is the point of junction between

B 2
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the Straits of Niagara and Lake Ontario, the spot

on which this fortress stands.

In a sketch of the history of this Fort, it is said,

that, during its early occupation by the French,

there were close and impregnable dungeons after-

wards discovered, with instruments of torture in

them for inflicting pain or death upon the victims

incarcerated there. It is added, that during the

American revolution, all kinds of atrocities were

perpetrated here, by an abandoned set of miscreants,

who lived by plunder and murder on this then

remote frontier. Here, it is said by an American

writer, " civilized Europe revelled with savage

America ; and ladies of education and refinement

mingled in the society of those, whose only distinc-

tion was to wield the bloody tomahawk and scalping

knife . There the squaws of the forest were raised

to eminence, and the most unholy unions between

them and officers of the highest rank, were smiled

upon and countenanced. There, in their strongholds,

like a nest of vultures, they dwelt securely for seven

years, sallying forth from time to time, and preying

upon the distant settlements of the Mohawks and

Susquehannahs. It was the depôt of their plunder,

and the place in which they planned all their forays,

and to which they returned to feast and riot, till the

hour of plunder and murder returned again. The

dungeon of the mess-house, called the Black-Hole,

was a strong, dark, and dismal place ; and in one

corner of the room was fixed the apparatus for

strangling the unhappy wretches who fell under the

displeasure of the despots that held rule here in

early days. A merchant residing at this Fort, in
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1812 , when an attack upon it was every hour

expected from the British, deposited some of his

most valuable articles in one of these dungeons for

security ; and having to go down into it with a light,

he found to his surprise, that the walls from top to

bottom were covered with the names of French per-

sons who had been there confined-some of them

accompanied by sentences in their native language-

but of which he was then too hurried to take notes.

Among the countless mementoes thus left in this

dark abode of misery, he found to his great astonish-

ment the name of one of his own family, perhaps

an ancestor, distinctly engraved in large letters, well

preserved ! In 1805, when some excavations were

made to clean out an old drain, the skeleton of a

female, supposed to have been murdered here, was

found concealed . It was in this same Fort, whose

past history, perhaps, suggested the choice of such a

spot for such a deed, that a few years since, a person

named William Morgan, who had disclosed all he

knew of the secrets of Free-Masonry, was kidnapped

from the jail of Canandaigua, where he was confined

for debt, by some over-zealous Masons ; carried away

by them in a private carriage for upwards of a hun-

dred miles-locked by them in the powder magazine

at this place-kept there for three or four days with-

out discovery or detection, and never heard of more !

Such is the black and fearful history of this crime-

stained fortress, which at one time was of immense

strength, and covered an area of eight acres in space ;

a spot worthy to be called by the expressive name

originally bestowed on Kentucky- " the dark and

bloody ground."
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Our passage across Lake Ontario was most agree-

able. The weather was very fine, the water smooth,

the society intelligent ; and everything connected

with the management of the steamboat admirably

conducted. We dined at three o'clock, and never

since we left England, had we been seated at a

table more perfectly English in all its service, arrange-

ments, fare, and attendance. Instead of the long and

narrow table of American steamboats and hotels,

with a multiplicity of dishes so crowded as often to

lap over each other, we had a table of ample width,

and comparatively few dishes ; but these were all

excellent. Instead of the common white earthen-

ware, without covers, coarse glass, and still coarser

cutlery and metal spoons, so constantly seen at the

public tables of America, we had here a service of

richly coloured and gilded china, with plated covers

for the dishes, fine crystal cut glass, cutlery of the

best quality, and massive silver spoons and forks.

The quiet ease and gentlemanly leisure in which the

meal was served and partaken was the very opposite

of the hurry and bustle of an American dinner ; and

the dishes themselves were without exception all of

the best kind ; while on an American steamboat table

half of those placed there contain mere scraps,

which few persons touch, and which indeed do not

seem to be intended for any other purpose than to

fill up the space, and crowd the table with an

appearance of excessive abundance. The servants

too had been trained in a good school, and were all

remarkably clean, well dressed, and attentive, with-

out the running and scrambling which is character-

istic of American attendants. For this, however-
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they can scarcely be blamed, because where the

guests are all eager to finish their meals in ten or

fifteen minutes of time, and are each too busy on

their own account to spare any time to help their

neighbours, the dishes that require carving must be

taken from the table to the sideboard, and as each

servant has to go there for whatever is wanted in a

room of 100 or a cabin of 50 feet in length, it is only

by running at the swiftest speed that they can get

through their labours within the specified time. A

relief from all this noise and bustle was peculiarly

agreeable to us ; and as we sat for half an hour after

dinner at the table, in light and cheerful conversation

according to the English fashion, the whole scene

furnished a stronger contrast to what we had

recently witnessed, in everything except language,

than is experienced in crossing the channel from

France to England.

After a most agreeable voyage across the Lake,

we reached Toronto at 6 P. M. and procured apart-

ments at the North American hotel.

We remained at Toronto for three weeks ; and

found our stay so agreeable that we should willingly

have prolonged it to three months, had the season

not been too far advanced to admit of our doing this.

We had the good fortune to possess letters of intro-

duction to some of the principal families of the

city, and these obtained for us the most hospitable

attentions on their parts, and favourable intro-

ductions to others. Added to this, I met an unusual

number of old friends and acquaintances assembled

here from different parts of the world, one from

Bombay, one from Madras, two from Calcutta, one
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from Malta, one from Trinidad in the West Indies,

and a great number from different parts of England

and the United States. All this brought around

us a most delightful circle of friends, so that we felt

ourselves more at home here than we had done since

leaving London.

During our stay at Toronto, we took several

pleasant drives through the country surrounding the

town ; and had all our inquiries respecting the past

history and present condition of the province freely

answered. We mingled too with all ranks of society,

from that of the Lieut.-Governor, the Judges, and

the heads of departments, to the farmers from the

neighbouring districts, and persons engaged in trade,

whom we met on various occasions. The means of

acquiring correct information were therefore placed

within our reach ; and from these, added to personal

investigation, the following sketch of Toronto was

compiled.



CHAP. II.

Sketch of the history of York or Toronto-Position of the

town-Size, plan, streets-Wooden side-walks-Long plank

turnpike road-Superiority in pleasure and economy to

macadamized roads-Public edifices-Parliament House and

offices-Hall of Representatives-Legislative council-chamber

-College buildings and grounds-Funds for endowment-

Course and cost of education-Government House-Churches,

-Episcopal service- Differences in English and American

Churches-Newspapers-Judicial establishment-Professions

of law and medicine-Hospital and asylum-Emigrant office

-Banks and currency-Municipal government.

Ir is now about thirty years since the town of York

was first founded here. For many years it continued

to be a mere village of wooden houses, the settlement

being so insignificant that it was generally called

"Little York ;" and as the streets were unpaved, and

often impassable in the rainy season, it was occasion-

ally called " Dirty Little York." As this was an

undignified combination of epithets for the metro-

polis of Upper Canada, an act of the Legislature

was passed about eight years since, by which its

name was changed to Toronto. It is now, indeed,

neither " little " nor " dirty ;" but, both in size and

cleanliness, may rank with many of the provincial

capitals of the United States. It is about six years

since, that it took its first start towards a more rapid
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increase in size and numbers. At that period the

population was estimated at 4,000 ; and there were

but two brick edifices in the town. At present it

numbers about 13,000 inhabitants, and it has more

than two hundred brick buildings. Besides these,

there are a great number of pretty villas, and genteel

cottage residences, with gardens and lawns, within the

distance of a mile from the city, which add greatly to

its beauty, and give proof of the taste, comfort, and

even opulence, of the higher classes of the com-

munity, by whom these detached dwellings are chiefly

occupied.

The position of Toronto is highly advantageous.

It lies on the northern shore of a bay, formed by a

long low strip of sand and alluvium, cast up by the

river Don, a little to the eastward of the town, and

stretching itself along westerly, in a line almost

parallel to the inner shore. This forms a bay of

about six miles in depth, and ten in breadth . It is

sufficiently protected from the winds and seas of the

Lake Ontario, by the strip of low land described ;

and as well protected from the entrance of an enemy's

force, by the extreme narrowness of the only channel

by which vessels can enter, this being guarded by a

strong fort, now constructing to supersede an older

one placed nearer to the town.

Along the northern shore of this bay, approaching

close to the water's edge, stands the City of

Toronto. On its northern, eastern, and western

border, it has level and gently undulated tracts of

country, well cleared and cultivated. On the south

it has before it the bay and the long strip of land,

with a narrow belt of trees rising apparently almost
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out of the Lake, and terminating in the western

point. On this point is a lighthouse, just opposite to

the Fort, with the narrows or channel of entrance

between them. This strip of land, for it is nothing

more, bears the singularly inappropriate name of

"Gibraltar," to which it is in every respect as dis-

similar as can possibly be imagined. A little to the

westward of the entrance is a small stream called the

Humber, but neither it nor the Don are navigable at

distance from the Lake.any

The plan of Toronto is as regular and sym-

metrical as that of any American city, and its streets

are as broad as those of Rochester or Buffalo. The

principal streets run parallel to the Lake, and these

are intersected by others running at right angles to

them . Along the edge of the bay there has been

judiciously left a sufficient space to form a fine drive

or promenade ; and there being here a number of

excellent mansions with gardens, fronting the Lake,

as well as the public buildings of the Parliament

House and Government offices, the town looks

remarkably well in approaching it by water. It

suffers under the same disadvantage, however, that all

towns having a perfectly level site must do, in the

entire absence of the picturesque. But although no

good drawing or striking view could be taken of

Toronto from any point on the same level, the bird's-

eye and panoramic view to be had of it from the roof

of the Parliament House, is really beautiful, and well

worth the traveller's attention .

The Fish-market at Toronto- in a little bay, just

within the projecting wharf, at which the landing is
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principally effected- is often a scene of great interest

and variety, from the number of Indians who are

seen there, mixed with the Canadians. From this

point, just opposite the City Hotel , the accompany-

ing view is taken ; and will give an accurate idea

of the close approach of the houses to the steep bank

rising from the water, and the general character of

the ordinary buildings of the town.*

The principal street of business is King Street.

This extends for nearly two miles in length-is about

eighty feet in breadth and has on each side a num-

ber of large and handsome brick edifices, as stores

and shops. They are intermingled, it is true, with

many smaller ones of wood ; but these are every

year giving place to more substantial buildings.

The range of this street is agreeably diversified by

its embracing in its line the City Hall, the Market,

and the Episcopal Church, near the centre of its

length, with a fine vista into the country, amidst

trees and gardens at either extremity . The centres

of all the streets are either paved or macadamized ;

and the side-walks are chiefly, though not entirely,

of wooden plank, placed longitudinally, as on a ship's

deck, and forming a far more clean, dry, elastic, and

comfortable material for walking on, than any pave-

ment of stone or brick. In the few instances, indeed,

in which flat stone-pavement is used, instead of wood,

it is extremely disagreeable to pass from the latter to

the former the difference being quite as great as

that experienced in passing from the rough stone-

pavement of the centre of Broadway, at New York,

* See Plate I.
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to the smooth and noiseless wooden pavement oppo-

site the City Hall and Park, where this transition

takes place.

Not only are these wooden side-walks in general

use here, but, in one instance, planks of fir have been

used for making an extensive road into the country,

leading eastward from Toronto to Kingston. We

drove about six miles out on this road beyond the

river Don, and I never remember to have travelled

so smoothly. The planks composing the road are

about fifteen feet in length, a foot in breadth, and an

inch in thickness ; they are sawn smoothly, but are

not planed. The road is first levelled, and on the

bed thus formed, these planks are laid across trans-

versely, and not lengthwise as in the side -walks

A small portion of soil and dust is strewed over the

whole, to prevent unnecessary friction on the wooden

surface ; so that unless the attention of the traveller

was called to the fact, he would not perceive the

planks over which he was driving, though he would

recognize the unusual smoothness of the road by the

motion. But while to the casual observer it presents

the same earthy and dusty appearance as any other

road, there are no ruts or pits in it-scarcely indeed

a mark of the horses ' feet or carriage-wheels that

pass over it. On close examination, however, he

will see the separate planks, and trace their lines

of junction, and he will also hear the peculiar dull

smooth sound, given out by the low rumbling of his

vehicle over this wooden platform. In addition to

the great comfort of driving on such a road as this,

I was glad to learn that it is so much less expensive

here, where pine wood is abundant, than the mac-
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adamized roads, that it is likely to be extensively

used over all the country in future. A road of the

former description, costs at least £ 1000 per mile,

and requires reparation in this climate almost every

year.
A road of the latter kind can be well made

for £ 500 a mile, in the first instance, and would not

require to be repaired more than once in ten years.

The present road has been laid down for six years,

without a single plank having been required to be

removed ; and the general impression here is, that

it would last six years longer if left untouched, before

it would require any reparation whatever.

Of the public edifices of Toronto, the Parliament

House and Public Offices are the principal : these

are three plain structures of brick-a centre and two

wings the former intended to be adorned with a

portico and entablature, and the latter intended to

be connected with the centre by open arcades ; but

this is not yet accomplished. The Hall of Repre-

sentatives, or House of Commons, is a plain but

sufficiently spacious apartment, on the ground-floor.

A sofa, elevated about a foot above the general level ,

serves for the Speaker's chair ; while the members

sit around on chairs, all on the same level, each

having a small desk, with drawers, and pens and

ink, as in the Legislative Halls in the United States.

Below the bar is a space, under the gallery, to which

admittance can be obtained only through the intro-

duction of a member ; but to the gallery above this,

and fronting the Speaker, the public are freely

admitted at their pleasure. The Hall of the Legis-

lative Council, corresponding to the House of Lords,

is on the same level, on the other side of the main
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entrance. This is richly carpeted-while in the

Lower House the floor was bare ; it is also adorned

with rich draperies of curtains, gilded cornices,

carved ceiling, and other corresponding ornaments.

At one end is the Throne, from which the Repre-

sentative of the Majesty of England, in the person

of the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province for the

time being, reads or delivers his Speech at the open-

ing or closing of the Session, just as is done by the

Sovereign in the Mother-Country. This Throne is

of fine dark polished wood, with an overhanging

canopy, lined with deep crimson velvet, surmounted

by the crown. The chair of state-the ascent to

which is by three or four projecting semicircular

steps, carpeted with crimson cloth-is elaborately

carved with suitable devices, for the support of a

representative of royalty-though the work was exe-

cuted, I learnt, by a republican carver, in the demo-

cratic city of New York !

The Parliament was not in being at the time of

our visit, so that we saw nothing of its proceedings ;

and as, ifthe union between the two Provinces should

take place, Toronto would no longer be the metro-

polis of Upper Canada, which would cease to have a

separate and independent existence, it is extremely

probable, that no further Parliament will ever be

convened in this city, and that the Parliament

House will be converted to some other purpose. "

The College of Toronto embraces a number of

excellent brick buildings, surrounded with lawn and

gardens, and is well adapted for the education of

This has since taken place-the Act of Union for the two

Canadas having abolished the Legislature here.
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youth . It was built about twelve years since, out of

funds arising from a grant of the reserved Crown

Lands, 250,000 acres being appropriated to this

purpose ; the money produced by its sale from time

to time being invested under the direction of a

Board of Trustees. When the country shall be

filled up with population, these lands will be of

immense value, and the endowment of the college will

be munificent. The number of students is at present

about 120, of whom two -thirds at least are from the

families residing in Toronto. The education being

collegiate and classical, is not so well adapted to boys.

from the country who intend to follow the occupa-

tion of their fathers as farmers, as it is to young

gentlemen destined for professional and official pur-

suits ; and therefore, it is not so much frequented by

the former class as by the latter. The annual cost

of the students does not exceed £30 a year for

tuition and board. Under the direction of its able

president and competent assistants, the education of

the boys is well conducted, and their health and

morals carefully protected.

The

The Government House, which is nearly opposite

to the College Buildings, is the least ostentatious

residence of a Colonial Governor to be found any

where perhaps in the British dominions.

presence of the sentries on guard at the entrance is

the only circumstance that would lead a passer-by to

imagine that here resides the Representative of the

Majesty of England. The interior is fitted up with

sufficient neatness and good taste, to show that it is

the residence of a gentleman ; and the parties given

in it by Sir George and Lady Arthur were charac-
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terized by great elegance : but the exterior of the

edifice would never lead one to suspect this.

The
There are eight churches in Toronto.

largest and handsomest is that of the Established

church of England. This was partly destroyed by

fire a few years since, and has been recently rebuilt

from the subscriptions of the inhabitants, nearly all

the more wealthy families here belonging to the

Establishment. It is built of stone, has a spacious

and comfortable interior, a lofty tower of good archi-

tecture, but crowned by an abridgment of a spire

above this, which is mean in its proportions, and

this meanness not at all redeemed by its glittering

coat of white tin-plate, with which the spire alone is

covered. The Kirk of Scotland, also an Established

church in the colonies, stands near it, and though

smaller, is a fine building. The Roman Catholic

church, in size, and rank of architecture, comes

next to the two named. The other churches, com-

prising the Wesleyan and the Primitive Methodists,

the Secession church of Scotland, the Congrega-

tional, and the Baptist, for coloured persons only, *

are smaller and less imposing in their appearance,

but sufficiently large and commodious for their

respective congregations.

We attended the public service in the Established

church on the three Sundays of our stay here, and

heard some excellent sermons from the Rev. Mr.

Grassett, the officiating clergyman, the Bishop of

Toronto being absent on a confirmation tour. There

were several points of contrast between the congre-

* This distinction ought not to exist on British ground ; but

the proximity of the United States accounts for it.

с
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gration of this, the first English church we had seen

for nearly three years, and the congregations of

America, with which we had for some time been

so familiar, as well as minor ones, which pressed

themselves on our attention. The most striking

difference was in the aspect of the congregation.

In the United States, scarcely any distinction is

seen, either in the size of the pews, their furniture

and decoration, or in the apparel of the persons who

occupy them ; all the seats are equally large, and

equally well fitted, and all the congregation are so

well dressed, that it would be difficult to determine,

by any external appearance, the relative rank,

wealth, or condition, of any of the individuals or

families present. Here, on the contrary, the dis-

tinction was very marked : some of the pews were

large and elegantly furnished, others were small,

without any furniture at all in them ; some of the

persons were elegantly dressed, others were in very

homely, though always decent apparel. Then the

military attending the church in large numbers,

there was the tramp of some 300 or 400 men, pre-

ceded by the band of the regiment, playing a gay

march, the officers on horseback, and on foot a

detachment of provincial dragoons, with their steel

scabbards clanging against the pavement as they

alighted and walked ; the officers of the infantry

entering in bright scarlet and gold, those of the

royal artillery in blue and red, the lieutenant-gover-

nor, with cocked hat and plumes, and his aides-de-

camp and staff similarly attired, accompanying the

ladies and children of the family to the governor's

pew, and causing all eyes to be directed to their
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movements. Nothing like this is ever seen in the

American churches. When at Washington, we

attended the Episcopal church of Dr. Hawley, and

there saw Mr. Van Buren, the President of the

United States, enter in plain clothes, not distin-

guishable from any other individual, walking from the

Government House alone, and without a single atten-

dant, taking his seat in a pewwith other gentlemen,

and coming in and going out with no more of recog-

nition than any other of the individuals by whom he

was surrounded. The contrast was therefore very

striking.

Here, too, for the first time since leaving home,

we recognized the parish clerk, occupying his desk

beneath the minister, reading the responses, and

giving out the psalms in the same nasal tone, and

with the same defective and uneducated manner,

which characterizes that race in England. In the

American churches no clerk is ever seen ; this

perhaps is a defect, because the responses are very

faintly uttered by the congregation. In the English

churches, the clerks are almost invariably illiterate

and vulgar men, who spoil the effect of the responses

by their drawling pronunciation. This also is a

defect ; indeed, both are bad, but the last is certainly

worse than the first. The remedy for both would

be to have a second clergyman as an assistant minis-

ter-a student of divinity not yet ordained, but well

educated, and capable of reading with dignity and

propriety, though he might not have finished his

studies. This would be an excellent preparation

for the pulpit, and would add to the solemnity and

pleasure of the service in a very high degree. In

c2
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short, the very best readers that the colleges or

schools could furnish, ought only to be employed in

this duty, though at present no attention seems to

be paid to this indispensable qualification. *

The elevated pulpit of the church here, like those

in England, was fitted to receive only one person,

and had a box-like and confined appearance, after

the ample space and more moderate elevation of the

platform pulpits of America, where five or six minis-

ters may sit beside each other on the same sofa,

when occasion renders this desirable. Here, too,

besides the great elevation and narrow space of the

pulpit, its decorations of velvet were adorned with

gold lace, an ornament that I never remember to

have seen in the churches of the United States.

The college cap and black silk gloves of the clergy-

man, his stately step as he trod the aisle or ascended

the pulpit, the attendance of the beadle to open and

close the pulpit or desk door, and to follow close

upon his person, all these were parts of the "pomp

and circumstance " of worship which we had not

witnessed before, during all our journeying on this

continent, and it seemed to us more than ever incon-

sistent with the purity and simplicity of the gospel.

The organ of the church had been destroyed by

fire, and had not since been replaced, so that the

music and singing was heard to great disadvantage.

Such as it was, however, it was very inferior to the

mere vocal music of the choirs of the smallest Ame-

rican churches, even when there are no organs ; but

* I remember hearing an ordained clergyman read the service

so badly at Beverley, in England, that it required the utmost

attention to understand him.
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where there are always sure to be a number of well-

trained singers, selected with great care, and paid

for their services as part of the church establish-

ment, while the members of the congregation join

with more hearty co-operation in this part of public

worship. Considering how important and how im-

pressive this portion of divine service might be made

when well conducted, and how feeble and inefficient

it is when otherwise, I cannot but think that as

much pains ought to be bestowed upon it, as upon

any other branch of the establishment. It is a sound

maxim-that whatever is worth doing at all, is worth

doing well ; and if sound learning, purity of life,

Christian doctrine, and accurate and impressive deli-

very, ought to be the qualifications of the preacher,

the reading or responding clerk ought not to be infe-

rior in the last particular to his pastor ; while, for

the chanting and singing of the beautiful psalmody

which the Church now possesses, accomplished voca-

lists ought to be furnished, at the expense of the

same fund as that by which the other two are sup-

ported, their services being equally necessary to the

completeness of the whole.

There was one American feature in this English

church, however, which I was very glad to see ; and

it is so good that it ought to become general :

namely, the addition of this beautiful comment on

the Law of Moses, which is appended to the Ten

Commandments-

"Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith-Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. This is the first and

greatest commandment. And the second is like unto it ; Thou

shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets. "



22 CANADA.

I saw this sentence inscribed in letters of gold,

on the tablets above the communion table, following

immediately after the Table of the Ten Command-

ments ; and it was pleasing to observe it there,

where I never remember to have seen it before in

any church of England. I should have been still

more pleased, however, had the American example

been followed out completely, by the public reading

of this sentence, as a regular part of the service,

after the recital of the Commandments at the Com-

munion Table ; because there is nothing that can be

more advantageously presented, again and again, to

the mind than this great truth : that the duty of

loving our neighbour as ourselves, is as imperative

as that of loving our Creator ; and that no religion

is worthy the name, if it does not embrace a belief

in this fundamental doctrine, and enforce the prac-

tice as well as the profession of this sublime duty.

There are nine newspapers in Toronto, chiefly

weekly, some twice and some three times a week, but

none daily. By these, all shades of political and

religious opinions are represented : the Patriot,

published twice a week, is high Tory, or ultra-Con-

servative ;-the Herald, twice a week, moderate

Whig and anti-Catholic ;-the Star, three times a

week, neutral or independent ;-the Examiner, once

a week, Reformer ;-the Globe, also weekly, extreme

Radical ;-the Church, Episcopalian ;-the Colonist,

Presbyterian ; the Guardian, Methodist ; and the

Mirror, Roman Catholic. These are all conducted

with more moderation, and in a more subdued tone,

than party papers in the United States ; but their

influence on public opinion did not appear to me to
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be great ; few persons ever adverting to their articles

or opinions in general conversation ; and none of

them being so extensively read as newspapers are

even in England.

Among the public officers may be named those of

the Receiver-General, of the Inspector-General, and

of the Surveyor- General of Crown Lands and Clergy

Reserves, who has upwards of 120 deputy-surveyors

employed under him, in different parts of the Pro-

vince, in the survey of lands in their respective

districts.

*

The Courts of Law held in Toronto consist of the

Court of Queen's Bench, with a Chief Justice, four

Puisné Judges, and an Attorney and Solicitor-

General ; a Clerk of the Crown and Pleas, and

Deputies in each District. There is also a High

Court ofChancery, of which the Lieutenant-Governor

is the Chancellor, assisted by a legal gentleman as

Vice-Chancellor, and a Registrar. From this last,

causes may be sent up to the Court of Appeal,

consisting of the Lieutenant-Governor and Council,

the Vice-Chancellor, and the Judges of the Court

of Queen's Bench.

There are nearly a hundred Barristers in the

Upper Province, all of whom are also Attorneys,

according to the usage of the United States, and

contrary to that of England ; and there are nearly

200 Notaries regularly licensed to practise. The

talents of the bar and the bench are quite equal to

the usual standard of Colonial qualification. Chief

Justice Robinson is a man of very superior abilities

and attainments, whose popularity is almost universal
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in the Province, and whose influence is greater

perhaps than that of any other individual in it.

The Medical Profession is unusually numerous.

There is a Medical Board, constituted under an act

ofthe Imperial Parliament, 59th of Geo. the 3rd,

consisting of 15 members, which sit at Toronto.

Under the license of this Board there are now about

300 practitioners of medicine and surgery in the

Province. There is a General Hospital in the city,

which is on a liberal foundation, and is very admi-

rably conducted. There is also a Benevolent Insti-

tution for the relief of widows and orphans, as well

as a House of Refuge for giving subsistence and

employment to those who are found in a state of des-

titution in the streets.

An Emigrant Office, for Upper Canada, exists

at Toronto, and is presided over by an able and

experienced Superintendent, Mr. Hawk, whose duty

it is to receive such emigrants as arrive, forward

them to their respective destinations, assist them

with advice, and sometimes with means of transport,

so as to get them as speedily as possible into the way

of obtaining employment for their labour, or of pur-

chasing lands if they desire it. The sums expended

in this service are considerable ; but the office is one

that well deserves the liberal support of the govern-

ment ; for here, population is wealth-all that is

wanting, indeed, to the full developement of the vast

resources of Canada, is a supply of healthy, vigorous,

sober, and industrious emigrants ; who, if they come

with nothing but the labour of their own hands,

serve to augment the national wealth from the first
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day they begin to clear and till the soil ; but who, if

they bring with them capital, also tend of course

still more to advance the prosperity of their new

home.

There are several banks in Toronto, and all in

good credit. There has been a suspension of specie

payments, for a limited period, authorized by law as

in the United States ; but they have long since

resumed, and the currency, therefore, is not here in

the same decayed condition, as it is on the opposite

side of the Lake. The bank-notes issued here

resemble the American ones, being for dollars and

not pounds sterling ; and being also elaborately

ornamented in the engraving, and circulated till they

become so ragged and dirty, that it is sometimes

difficult to make out their amount or place of

issue.

The municipal government of the city consists of

a mayor and aldermen, elected by the suffrages of

the householders. To these belong the power of

licensing places for the sale of ardent spirits ; and

it is said that with a view to strengthen themselves

in their position, the Tory party, who are now in the

ascendant in the municipal body, have issued more

licenses than were ever known before-every person

so licensed being one of their own voters ! Certain

it is, that the number is excessive ; for in a short

walk of little more than a hundred yards, in passing

from our hotel to the cathedral of the Established

Church, we counted no less than fourteen spirit or

dram-shops, in Church Street, within a few steps of

the sacred edifice itself ; just as around St. Patrick's

Cathedral in Dublin, and Westminster Abbey in
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London, there are to be found more of these dens of

infamy than in any similar extent of space in either

of these populous cities ! Surely the bishops, deans,

and chapters should look to this.

There is a Temperance Society here, on the prin-

ciple of total abstinence from all that can intoxicate ;

but their numbers are few, the higher classes of

society, and the Episcopal clergy, withholding their

patronage and support. During one of the even-

ings of my stay here, I delivered a public address on

the subject of Temperance in the Wesleyan Methodist

Church, but though it was very numerously attended,

there were very few of the leading families among

the auditory ; and the only members of the clergy

present were a Congregational minister and a Roman

Catholic priest. The absence of all the heads of the

community on this occasion could not be attributed to

any other cause than their indifference or unwilling-

ness to countenance oruphold the Temperance cause ;

for when my lectures on Egypt and Palestine were

given in the same building, one course before and

one after the Temperance address, the church was

crowded to excess, and there was scarcely a family

of any note or influence absent. The Lieutenant-

Governor, the Chief Justice, and the other official

dignitaries of the province and city, attended with

their families regularly for three nights in succession

at each course, and in several instances put aside

other engagements, to enable them to be present ;

but the Temperance Reformation was to them

evidently an unpopular and unattractive subject ;

although the time will perhaps come, when their

attention being enlisted in its examination, they will
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discover, as all have done who have yet examined it

thoroughly, that there is no single subject that can be

named, in which the interests of humanity are more

involved than this ; and that it is impossible to assist

in a more benevolent work than that of endeavour-

ing, by precept and example, to elevate the lower

classes from the misery and degradation into which

intemperance plunges so many of its unhappy victims,

and rescue them from their own follies and crimes.

The late splendid meeting of rank, wealth, and piety, in

Dublin, to present a Testimonial to Father Mathew, is a happy

omen of future good.
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Resemblances and differences between Canada and the United

States-State of Society in Toronto- Strong dislike of the

Americans-American enterprise with Irish labour and English

capital.-Progress made by Toronto in twenty-five years-

Advance in population and public works-Yearly increase of

population- General loyalty and attachment to British rule-

Superaddition of hatred and contempt for America-Great

meeting of Upper Canadians on Queenstown Heights-Pro-

posed restoration of the monument to General Brock-Meeting

of Free Negroes to celebrate British emancipation-Regatta of

sailing and rowing boats in the Bay.

IN walking through the streets of Toronto, one

cannot fail to be struck, especially when coming over

as we did immediately from the United States, with

certain points of resemblance, and others of dis-

similarity, between the objects seen and manners

witnessed in both ; a few of these perhaps may there-

fore be worth remarking.

Among the resemblances you perceive the sym-

metrical plan of the town, the straight and broad

streets, the large brick stores intermingled with

wooden houses, the posts or stanchions at the side

of the foot-pavement for spreading out the awnings ;

and the practice of heaping up boxes and cases

opposite the shop-doors, to give an impression of a

large and thriving business. You observe also that

the stage-coaches of Canada resemble those of the

United States and not those of England, being open

at the sides, and in exterior and interior exactly like
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those seen at Rochester and Buffalo. The American

practice of attaching Bar-rooms to the principal

hotels, and of large numbers of persons meeting there

to drink, as well as the custom of sitting around the

outer doors of the hotels, on the steps, and in the

balcony, or the streets prevails here ; and smoking

segars in the streets is as prevalent in Toronto as it

is in the cities of America, though rarely seen in

England.

Of the points of dissimilarity there are, however,

many more than points of resemblance ; some of

them to the advantage, but others to the reproach of

the Canadians. One of the first of these points that

struck us, was the solicitation of beggars. We had

been nearly three years in the United States without

seeing an American beggar in the streets, but we had

not been landed five minutes in Toronto before we

were accosted by several, between the wharf and

our hotel. In the States we had never seen women

employed in manual labour ; here we witnessed

several instances of it ; and of ragged, swearing, and

profligate boys, we saw a greater number in Toronto,

than in the largest cities of the Union. On the

other hand, we saw no persons here who chewed

tobacco ; there was less of hurrying and driving to

and fro in the streets ; the shopkeepers were all more

civil and obliging, the servants more respectful and

attentive, and all classes more polite. Even at the

hotel, when the ladies rose to retire from the table, the

gentlemen all rose, and stood till they had withdrawn,

a custom we had never once seen observed at the

public tables in America ; though there, the respect

and deference to the sex is shown in another way, by
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no gentleman being permitted to take his place until

the ladies are first seated.

-

The state of society in Toronto appeared to us

peculiarly agreeable. We had the advantage, it is

true, of mingling with the best ; but I may say, with

the strictest truth, that these appeared to me to

combine all the requisites of the most perfect social

intercourse elegance without ostentation, compe-

tency without extravagance, learning without pe-

dantry, politeness without frivolity, hospitality

without intemperance, and a manly frankness and

candour without undue familiarity. We dined out

more frequently at Toronto, in the course of the

three weeks we passed here, than in the United

States in the space of three years ; and there was a

heartiness and cordiality, which seemed to indicate

the most perfect confidence in the good sense and

honour of all present : the very opposite of the cold

and cautious look and manner, so frequently ob-

servable in the intercourse of Americans with their

English visitors in the United States. The evening

parties were animated without being overcrowded ;

and the air of gaiety thrown over them by the pre-

sence of many of the military officers of the garrison,

and the superior carriage and great elegance in the

manners of the ladies, whether they were grouped in

conversation, or mingled in the dance, were very

striking, when contrasted with many of our recollec-

tions of American circles.

Among the frequent topics of conversation here, is

the comparative progress made by the Americans and

the Canadians in their respective territories . Almost

all English travellers who have passed from the one
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country into the other, have given it as their opinion

that Canada is far behind the United States in enter-

prise and progress ; and they attribute this difference

to the superiority of republican over monarchical

institutions. The British residents here, appeared

to me to be as sensitive to these remarks, as the

Americans are to any observations of English

travellers which in any way disparages their country

or its institutions . Great pains are accordingly taken

by the Canadians, to show that in some instances,

this superiority of America to Canada is imaginary

and not real ; and in others, where it may be regarded

as real, it is not so much owing to American enter-

prize, as it is to English liberality in lending them

a large amount of capital to carry forward their great

public works, which capital, if it had been invested

in Canada instead of the United States, would have

produced results equally advantageous to this country.

Upon this subject, Chief Justice Robinson in his

able work " On Canada and the Canada Bill " says :

Upon sober reflection and comparison, it appears

that a plain statement of facts will amount very

nearly to this that Irishmen have dug in America

an astonishing number of canals, and made a pro-

digious extent of rail-roads, which Englishmen have

paid for ; and when these material ingredients in a

public work are allowed for, namely, the labour of

constructing them, and the charge for that labour,

the balance of merit that remains seems pretty much

confined to the ingenuity of the contrivance, and

to a vast energy in borrowing, which I apprehend

it may be the secret wish of some persons in this

country, had not been so industriously exerted."

66
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Another writer, in one of the numbers of the

Patriot, endeavours to show the advance which

Toronto has made within a given period ; and has

succeeded in proving it to be considerable, as will be

seen by the following extracts :

"The Government Gazette, and another small newspaper at

Kingston, were the only newspapers published in the whole pro-

vince, about twenty-five years ago ; there are now nine printed

in Toronto alone. Within that period, the mail was conveyed

by land from Montreal to York once in two weeks ; and thence

westward once every month ; and the communication by water

was so tedious and uncertain, that the recollections of the older

inhabitants seem now to border on the marvellous. Eight or

nine post-offices then sufficed for the few insignificant towns or

villages scattered along the frontier. At this time there are 238

post-offices in the Upper Province alone, and at Toronto

20 mails are made up every week, a similar number being

received.

"From the duties levied at Quebec in 1816, Upper Canada

received £21,584 17s. 6d ., the proportion being determined by

the amount of goods passed at the Coteau du Lac. Since 1817 ,

the proportion has been based upon the comparative population

of the two Provinces ; in that year it was stated to be one-fifth ;

at later periods it was increased to one-fourth, one-third, and

under the last agreement, which expires this year, 38 per cent. ,

upon which calculation this Province received for 1839, £61,678

16s. 3d. , which, at an ad valorem duty of 21 per cent , would

show the value of British goods imported into Upper Canada

alone to be, Two and a half MILLIONS of pounds sterliNG !

" The only duties upon goods at this port, are upon those

brought from the United States . In 1816, the year after the

war, they were £550 6s. 5d. , in 1839, £5,726 11s. 3d . The

amount received, affords very little information in regard to the

real extent of this trade, the quantity illegally introduced or very

much undervalued, being vastly greater than the entries on the

Custom House books. Oftea alone, it is supposed that not less
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than 3,000 chests were clandestinely landed in this port during

the last year.
All kinds of grain are admitted duty free.

"In the belief that a very great change had taken place in

our mercantile transactions within a few years, and that we are

becoming less dependent on the importers of the Lower Pro-

vince, application was made to 49 distinct wholesale or retail

traders residing in Toronto, respecting the amount of goods

imported by them, directfrom Great Britain, in 1839 ; when the

whole was ascertained to be considerably over £306,000 sterling,

without including duties in Lower Canada, inland transportation,

and other charges in the country. The duties are uniform, but

the other expenses vary materially, according to the nature of

the goods, circulating very large sums of money, and affording

employment to many hundreds, perhaps thousands of indivi-

duals.

"A fact connected with this subject, is worthy of immediate

consideration by mercantile men. The Canada Marine Assurance

Company lately declared a dividend of 50 per cent. on their

capital paid in ; and the Ottawa and Rideau Forwarding Com-

pany are said to have divided last year a profit of 40 per cent. !

" From this statement, confined to a single branch, some

approximation to the great amount of business now transacted

at Toronto, might be made ; with a great probability that it is

yet only in its infancy ; founded on the extraordinary increase of

a superior class of houses now building in all directions, and the

high premiums given for leases of the corporation water-lots, over

and above the heavy expenditure, required by the conditions, to

be incurred upon them.

" These energetic improvements are based upon a conviction

of the superior local advantages of this place, for becoming the

commercial metropolis of the whole of Upper Canada above

Prince Edward District.

" There is a broad and indefinite extent of country north of

Toronto, capable of supporting a population equal to that of the

whole Province at this time, which cannot, with advantage, receive

merchandise by any other channel.

" The Home District (including Simcoe) contains 51 town-

ships, besides the city of Toronto ; Markham is the most popu-

D
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lous,' and had not, by the last census, 6,000 inhabitants ; 18 other

townships did not average 430 each ; and there are 15 more,

which being almost uninhabited, have never furnished any returns.

All these townships are becoming gradually more accessible by

the extension of good roads. But how vast would be the accele-

ration of that progress, and the corresponding increased con-

sumption of merchandise, by the construction of a railroad

through or near such an extent of valuable land, connecting

Lakes Ontario and Huron. Without dwelling upon the import-

ance of its being the most direct line from Oswego to Michigan,

the undertaking would be of such very great advantage to this

city, that, far beyond any other project, it deserves instant and

vigorous exertion to effect it without further delay. A scientific

survey by an able and experienced geologist, of the height of

land between the two lakes, would make known the existence

and location of valuable mineral substances usually occurring in

such regions. It is certain that the northern shores of Lake

Superior abound in such productions, which the distance and

difficulty of transport have hitherto prevented being worked with

profit.

"When the Welland Canal is enlarged, and the improvements

of the Grand River completed, the whole of the immense fertile

region above Niagara, cannot have access to any considerable

depôt of British manufactures, nearer than this port."

To these may be appended two remarkable pas-

sages from Chief Justice Robinson's work, before

adverted to, which will still more strikingly exhibit

the progress made by Upper Canada, at least in

population and improvement. The passages are

these-

"There are people in Upper Canada still living who saw it

when it contained not a cultivated farm, nor any white inhabit-

ants, but a few fur-traders and soldiers, and perhaps ten or a

dozen French families, on the south side of the Detroit river.

I can myself remember when its population was estimated at less

than 30,000 ; in 1812 it was supposed to be about 70,000 ; in
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1822, 130,000 ; and in 1837 , the census showed a population

of 396,000 ; but all the townships were not then returned. The

number I suppose to amount now to something between 450,000

and 500,000. These are all living in the enjoyment of the Eng-

+ lish law, both civil and criminal, administered in the same manner

as in England. The English language is universally spoken ; and

recent events have shown that there is among the people generally

a sound feeling of attachment to their constitution and govern-

ment, a strong sense of duty to their Sovereign, and a determi-

nation to resist any danger that seems to threaten their connection

with the British Crown ." p. 32.

"Fifty years ago the province was one vast wilderness . If in

the time that has passed, the inhabitants, beside clearing their

farms, had done nothing more than make the highways, which

have enabled them to take their grain to market, and to pass from

one district to another, throughout this extensive territory, they

could hardly have seemed to deserve much reproach. But besides

doing this, they have within the period built numerous lighthouses ;

constructed expensive artificial harbours ; made many miles of

macadamized roads, at an expense probably little short of

200,000l.; completed the Welland canal, at a cost of 400,000l.;

expended 300,000l. on the St. Lawrence canal ; constructed the

Burlington Bay canal, the Des Jardins canal, and the Grand

River navigation ; and there are other works in progress. They

have also made expensive surveys with the view of ascertaining

the practicability of further improvements. In addition to these,

several important works of a similar description have been success-

fully carried through by private enterprise ; such as the Niagara

docks, the Tay navigation, &c." p. 57.

The population of Toronto has gone on all this

while progressively increasing. The official returns

do not go further back than 1833, but in 1830--

persons resident here at that time think there were

not then more than 1,200 persons, while now, only

D 2



36 CANADA.

ten years after, there are upwards of 13,000.

following is the official return :

The

1833

1834

• •

·

1835

1836

9,254 1837 • 12,571

9,765 1838 12,153

. 9,654 1839 12,883

10,871 1840 · . 13,764

Of the feeling of this population towards the

British Government, no one that associated with the

people could doubt for a moment, that it was one of

strong attachment, mingled with a sentiment of pride,

at being the subjects of so great a nation. It is true

that the disaffected having been recently driven out,

and the leaders of the late rebellion being exiled or

transported, there is little encouragement for the

expression of disloyalty now, so that a feeling of

hostility may exist in some who have the prudence to

suppress its display. This is just possible : but if the

feeling exists at all in any who remain, they must be

very few.
I should say, indeed, that all the past

history, as well as the present aspect, of this Province,

and its population, goes to prove that they are as

loyal in their attachment to England, as any class of

their fellow-subjects at home. Unfortunately, there

are some among them whoseem to think, that loyalty

does not consist merely in loving their own monarch,

and preferring their own institutions to every other ;

but that it embraces also contempt for other coun-

tries, and hatred towards other institutions and other

people. Among these and they embrace a very

large portion of all ranks of society-every oppor-

tunity is seized of disparaging America and the

Americans, and speaking of them with unmeasured
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contempt. Indeed I heard more of this feeling ex-

pressed in Toronto, towards the institutions and

people of the United States, in our short stay of three

weeks, than I had heard of censure or condemnation

of English institutions and English people, during

all the three years that we had passed among the

Americans ; and when I was appealed to, as having

so recently travelled through that country, great dis-

appointment was usually expressed at my not con-

curring in their unfavourable views.

During the first week of our stay at Toronto, a

most interesting meeting took place, on Queenstown

Heights, in the Niagara District, on the opposite

side of the Lake Ontario, at which it was my inten-

tion to have been present : but on the morning on

which it took place, I was seized with an attack of

cholera, which confined me to my bed. From the

accounts given me of the meeting by those present,

it was one of the largest and most animated that had

ever taken place in Upper Canada. The occasion

of its being held was this : Alofty column had been

erected on Queenstown Heights over the remains of

the late gallant Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, who

fell near the spot, while cheering on his men, at the

battle of Queenstown, against the Americans, in 1814.

The universal popularity of the General, as a civil

governor as well as a military commander, had caused

this monument to be regarded with more affectionate

veneration than any other structure in the Province.

A miscreant, named Lett, one of the most abandoned

of the Canadian rebel party, who had escaped into

the United States territory, knowing this feeling of

attachment to the name and memory of General
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Brock, as pervading all classes of Canadians, sought

to gratify his own malicious and vindictive spirit, and

at the same time to wound and insult the people of

Upper Canada, by attempting to destroy this monu-

ment. This was done by the introduction into it

of a considerable quantity of powder, which was fired

by a train ; and the explosion, though it did not

overthrow the column, shattered it so extensively

from top to bottom, as to render it unsafe to let it

remain in its present condition. The object of the

meeting on Queenstown Heights was, therefore, to call

forth the expression of public opinion in execration

of the deed, and to resolve upon the best mode of

replacing the shattered monument by another.

The notice of the meeting having been widely

circulated, and its object universally approved, the

gathering was immense : from eight to ten thousand

persons, according to the estimate of some, and from

six to eight thousand, according to the estimate

of others, being assembled on the ground. Steam

vessels, engaged for the purpose, left their respective

ports of Kingston and Coburg, of Hamilton and

Toronto, in time to arrive at the entrance of the

Niagara river about 10 o'clock in the forenoon.

The whole of these, ten in number, then formed in

line, and ascended the river abreast, with the govern-

ment steamer, containing the Lieutenant-Governor

of Upper Canada, Sir George Arthur, and his Staff,

leading the way. The British shore was lined with

thousands, and the fleet of steamers filled with hun-

dreds, each shouting and responding to the cheers of

welcome from ship to shore, and from shore to ship

again. The landing being effected, the march to the
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ground was accompanied by military guards, and a

fine military band. The public meeting was then

held in the open air, near the foot of the monument

on Queenstown Heights. Sir George Arthur was in

the chair. The resolutions were moved and speeches

made by some of the most eminent and most eloquent

men, holding high official stations in the Province ;

and considering that amidst this grand and imposing

assemblage, there were a great number of veteran

officers of the Canada militia, who had fought and

bled with the lamented chief, whose memory they

were assembled to honour, and whose monument they

had come to re-establish over his remains, the enthu-

siasm with which the whole mass was animated, may

readily be conceived ; while the grand and picturesque

combination ofnatural objects of scenery, beheld from

the Heights on which they were met, and the bright-

ness of the day (the 30th of July, ) added greatly to

the effect of the whole.

After the public proceedings had closed, every

resolution being unanimously carried by acclamation,

an Address of Congratulation to the Queen, for her

happy escape from the hand of an assassin, was pro-

posed and carried with equally hearty unanimity ;

the loyalty of the Canadians being as fervent as lan-

guage can express. The business of the day was

closed by a public dinner under a pavilion erected

for the accommodation of a thousand persons, Chief

Justice Robinson presiding ; and at this, as at the

morning meeting, great eloquence was displayed in

the speeches, great loyalty evinced in the feelings,

and great enthusiasm prevailed among all ranks and

classes of the people.
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From some of the more unguarded of the speakers,

occasional expressions of vindictiveness towards the

Americans escaped ; but these were exceptions to the

general rule, and in this instance they were certainly

out of place ; first, because the Americans, who must

have witnessed the whole proceedings from their

own side of the river, offered no display of even a

wish to prevent the fullest honour being done to a

General who had often been successful against them

on the field ; and next, because the Americans had

no share whatever in the act of attempting to destroy

the monument of Brock-the wretch who did the

deed being by birth an Irishman, and by settlement

a Canadian. Upon the whole, however, the meeting

presented a proud display of high and noble feelings,

honourable to the memory of the dead, and equally

so to the character of the living. It was conducted

with great dignity and judgment, and no accident

occurred to interrupt the pleasures of the day ; the

steam-vessels re-embarking their passengers soon after

sunset, and conveying back the individuals composing

this congregated multitude to their respective homes

in safety.

Among the other meetings occurring here during

our stay, was one on the 1st of August, held by the

coloured inhabitants of Toronto, to celebrate the

Anniversary of the emancipation of their brother

Africans in the West Indies. They went in proces-

sion in the forenoon to the Episcopal church, where

an appropriate sermon was addressed to them by the

Rev. Mr. Grassett ; they dined together in the after-

noon, when they expressed their gratification at the

emancipation oftheir coloured brethren in the British
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colonies in suitable speeches ; and the whole was as

well conducted as the greatest lover of order and

decorum could have desired.

There was a regatta on the morning of the same

day, in which several sailing and rowing boats were

engaged. The bay of Toronto is admirably adapted

for such aquatic exhibitions ; but the taste or fond-

ness for such sports does not appear to be sufficiently

general to furnish the requisite number of boats and

competitors to make a very gay or extensive regatta

here, as yet at least ; though it was evidently much

enjoyed by those who joined in it.
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Facts connected with the recent Rebellion in Upper Canada- Visit

from an Indian Missionary--Kah-ke-wa-quon-a -bee-Indian

Settlement at " The river where credit is given"-State and

condition of the Canadian Indians generally-Difficulty of

converting the pagan tribes of India-Remarkable speech and

dream of an Indian Chief-Proposal to remove the Indians

to the Manitoulin Island- Indian preference of French and

English to Americans-Soil of Upper Canada, equal to that

of New York or Ohio-Recent decline in the price of land-

Climate of Toronto-Intemperate Magistrates-Causes of this,

the reward of political partisans-News of the Union of the

Canadas-Parting visits to friends.

WE heard much, of course, of the late rebellion in

Upper Canada, of which Toronto was the chief seat ;

and we were taken out to Gallows-hill, and the ruins

of Montgomery's Tavern, the principal rendezvous,

which, by order of the Governor, Sir Francis Head,

had been burnt to the ground. From all that I could

learn, and I mixed freely with both parties, my con-

viction was, first, that there had not been a sufficient

amount of grievance or oppression to warrant the

taking up arms against the Government at all ;

and next, that the persons who did so were few in

number, insignificant in influence, and some of them

disreputable in character. The conduct of Sir

Francis Head, in turning a deaf ear to all the

warnings of those who foresaw the coming storm , is

blamed by his warmest partisans here ; as the entirely
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unprepared state in which he kept the town, was such

as almost to tempt the rebels to attack it. Indeed

nothing but the gross mismanagement and cowardice.

of their leaders could have saved the city from being

sacked and destroyed, as it might have been withany

tolerable management . In this case, 7,000 stand of

arms, and a large quantity of ammunition, with

300,000 dollars in specie, would have fallen into the

hands of the captors, and their success would no

doubt have drawn around them some addition to their

forces from the idle and profligate, as well as the

injured and dissatisfied of the province ; while much

greater numbers of reckless adventurers from the

opposite shores of the States of New York, Ohio, and

Michigan, would have poured in in such numbers, as

to make their dislodgment difficult, if not impossible,

except at the cost of more blood and treasure than it

took to make the original conquest of the whole

country. For running this risk, Sir Francis Head

may well be blamed. But on the other hand it

cannot be denied that the gathering storm having

then expended all its fury, the political atmosphere

has since been perfectly tranquil ; the disaffected have

fled, or are silent ; and everywhere the most exube-

rant loyalty and professions of attachment to the

British crown and British rule are seen. All ideas of

independence, or of separation from British connec-

tion, are repudiated ; and as to annexation to the

United States, my own conviction is, that nothing

could be more obnoxious to the great mass of the

Upper Canadians than this ; they would, I think,

spurn the proposition with disdain, and the whole

Province, to a man, would seem to be ready to take



44 CANADA.

up arms against any power, friendly or hostile, that

should endeavour either to persuade or coerce them

into such an alliance.

He

During our stay at Toronto, I received a visit

from the celebrated Indian Kah-ke-wa-quon-a-bee,

or "the rapidly flying feather," who had embraced

Christianity, and become himself a missionary to the

Indian tribes, under the name of Peter Jones.

was dressed in the European costume, as a Methodist

minister, and spoke English perfectly well. He had

visited England some years since, and there married

an English lady, whom we also saw, and recognized

in her a former acquaintance in London. She had

returned home once since her marriage, in com-

pany with her husband, but had come back again to

Canada with him, and professed herself to be per-

fectly happy in her present position. She had with

her a fine little boy, whom the tribe had named

"Wa-weya-kuh-megoo," or, the "Round World."

The body of Indians over whomMr. Jones presides are

a portion of the great tribe of the Chippewas, settled

on the banks of the river Credit, seventeen miles to

the westward of Toronto, and numbering about 250

souls. These are all Christians, and the elder

portion of them are said to be truly devout. They

have portions of the Scriptures and hymns in the

Chippewa tongue, and speak both it and the English

well ; though the sermons and prayers are most

acceptable to them in their native language. The

chief had attendedmy lectures on Egypt, and expressed

himself so pleased with them, that he sent up to the

settlement to request as many of the Indians as could

be spared from their labours to come down and attend
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with him the lectures on Palestine ; this being the

first occasion at which any Indians had ever been

assembled for such a purpose in Canada.

To our inquiries respecting the progress of Chris-

tianity among the Indians, and the influence of the

new faith on their lives and actions, he replied,

that the work of conversion from the pagan super-

stitions of the adults was very difficult, and its pro-

gress accordingly extremely slow ; and that their

chief hope lay in the education of the children. The

Credit settlement was supported entirely by agricul

ture, at which all the Indians laboured with industry ;

though in the winter they indulged themselves with

the pleasures of the chase, and supplied themselves

with venison from the deer of the woods, for the

remainder of the year. The men adopt the Euro-

pean dress, but the women retain the Indian robe or

blanket. The stream along the banks of which they

live, is called by the Chippewa name of " Muhze-

nuhega-zeebe," which means " The river where

credit is given," commemorating this feature of its

history in the early days of the province, when the

only white men that ever visited it were the fur

traders, this was the place of their meeting with the

red men ; and as articles were sometimes supplied to

them above the value of the furs they had in hand,

and payment for these was deferred till their meeting

in the same place in the following year, the stream

was called by the name mentioned, which it is always

likely to retain.

Among the pagan Indians that inhabit the north-

ern and western borders of Upper Canada, Peter

Jones had sometimes gone for the purpose of per-
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suading them to embrace Christianity, but hitherto

he had met with no success ; nor did he think it

likely that any of the men who had passed the

middle period of life would ever be prevailed upon

to change their religion. On the last occasion of

his preaching to such a tribe, he was listened to with

silence and respect-this being an attention which

Indians always pay to any discourse, however oppo-

site to their own views those of the speaker may be

-a courtesy well worthy the imitation of their more

civilized white brethren in Europe. At the close

of the sermon, however, one of the chiefs rose, and

addressed the missionary to the following effect.

He said that he had no doubt the religion of Christ

was a good religion, but it was made for the white

man-though he did not seem to regulate his conduct

very much by its precepts. But, he added, God has

made another religion for the red man, which is

much better for him to follow. In proof of this, he

related the fact of one of the Indians of another

tribe, who had embraced Christianity, dying, and

remaining dead for three days. When they were

about to bury him, however, he recovered, and awoke

again to life ; after which he related that during the

last three days he had been in the heaven of the

Christians, where he was very happy ; but God at

length observing him among the white men, asked him

how he came there ? to which he replied, that having

embraced Christianity, and died in that faith, he

came naturally to the Christian's heaven. God then

told him he was entirely mistaken , as the Christian

religion and the Christian heaven were for white

men only. He bade him, therefore, instantly to
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leave the place-go back to earth again-and follow

the religion of his fathers ; when, at his death, he

would be admitted into the heaven of the red men,

and there enjoy with them the pleasuresof the

hunting-ground and the wigwam, with plenty of

game. The Indian accordingly renounced the new

religion, and went back to the old, lived a long while

afterwards, and died happily in a good old age.

" After this," said the chief, "I cannot think of

leaving the religion of the red man for the religion

of the white ; for, like the Indian whose history

I have recounted to you, I might be turned out of

the white man's heaven by the Almighty, as having

no right to be there ; and the opportunity might not

be afforded me of returning again to the earth, to

win the red man's heaven by a return to my own

proper religion, and, thus I might risk the loss of

both." This speech, said Mr. Jones, made such an

impression on the pagan hearers, of the tribe, that

it was in vain to address them further on the

subject.

The Indians in Upper Canada are not numerous,

their whole number not exceeding 8,000. Many

portions of them are civilized sufficiently to have

forsaken the hunter-state, and embraced the agri-

cultural. A number of these appear to conform

cheerfully to the change, and to be good subjects

and good Christians ; but some among the number

continue indolent, dissolute, and drunken . Sir

Francis Head, during his recent government here,

conceived the plan of transferring all the Indian

tribes now on the continent of Upper Canada, to

the great Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron, for the
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purpose of keeping themfrom all communication with

the whites, and thus saving them from degradation .

But the Indians themselves are averse to this separa-

tion. They do not like to quit their present lands,

and they evince the same attachment to their ancient

camping places as the Indians of the United States.

It is, therefore, not probable that they will all con-

sent to remove there, though they have no objection

to join the annual assemblage of their red brethren

at this island, when the presents of the British

government, in blankets, knives, fish-hooks, cotton

cloths, and other articles, are distributed among

them.

The Indians generally are said to have a greater

respect for the English than for the Americans ;

first, from their being the nation originally settling

on their continent, and therefore of more ancient

standing ; and next, because they have been treated

by the English with more justice, good faith, and

generosity, than by the Americans. But they prefer

the French to both ; the French, in Canada at least,

being to them the most ancient of the whites, and

having not only treated them with fairness, but with

kindness, mingling with them in their social parties,

and flattering them by a more ready conformity to

their manners than either of the other nations have

ever done. It is said, that several of the American

Indians are coming over from Michigan to settle in

Upper Canada ; and the Oneidas of the State of

New York, have signified their intention to do the

same. A portion of the Six Nations, to which the

Oneidas belong, are already settled on the banks

of the Grand River, to the westward of this ; the
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Mohawks being the principal tribe among them ;

and the Chippewas are so scattered, that when, dur-

ing the last year, a general meeting of the chiefs of

the tribe were assembled on the Grand River, to

meet the chiefs of the Mohawks in friendly council,

to bury the tomahawk, and smoke the calumet or

pipe of peace, in token of their renewal of the

ancient treaties of peace existing between their

separate nations, their scattered bands were gathered

in from seventeen different stations.

From the testimony of all parties who have had

an opportunity of comparing the land on the opposite

sides of the lakes, the soil of Upper Canada is in

no respect whatever inferior to that of the States of

New York or Ohio, and the finest parts of the

Province are those lying west of this. Many por-

tions of the country are agreeably undulated, though

there are no mountains ; while the abundance of

water in the lakes, rivers, and springs, with which

the country is supplied, is highly favourable to its

fertility. Wheat is everywhere produced in great

quantities, and of excellent quality, and the harvest

of the present year is said to be unusually abundant.

The markets of Toronto bear evidence of the excel-

lence and cheapness of everything required for the

table ; the fish of the lake is of the finest kind, par-

ticularly the white fish and salmon ; the beef, mutton,

and lamb are quite equal to those of the best pro-

vincial markets in England ; and everything in the

way of provisions is cheap and good. The value

of land, however, instead of having progressively

increased with time, as in the United States, has of

late greatly declined ; and we met with gentlemen

E
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who were large holders of land, which they had

purchased from 15 to 20 years ago at 10s. an acre,

for which they could not now get 2s. 6d. There

has never been, indeed, a period in the history of

the Province, in which farms could be purchased

by settlers at so cheap a rate as now ; and yet

some of the emigrants who had left England with

the intention to settle in Canada, and who had

come up from Quebec at the government expense,

preferred going over into the United States, and

settling themselves there.

The climate, during our stay at Toronto, was

more variable than we had found it in any part of

America, there being scarcely any two days in suc-

cession that were alike. Though the days were often

close and sultry, there was several times a sharp

frost at night. The rain, too, was very considerable,

and the alternation of violent thunder-storms on one

day, and chilling mists and vapours on the other,

was far from being acceptable. All agreed, however,

that this was a very unusual kind of August, this

month being generally hot, dry, and steady. The

summer is very short, for autumn commences early

in August, and the leaves were beginning to change

colour from decay as early as the 8th of that month.

From the suddenness of the transition from winter

to summer, the spring is the least agreeable portion

of the year. Some think the autumn the pleasantest

time, and speak in raptures of the months of Sep-

tember and October, as well as of the hazy Indian

summer which follows in November ; but the greater

portion of the inhabitants seem to prefer the winter,

which, though long, and extremely cold, is to many,
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both healthy and agreeable, from the dryness of the

atmosphere, the steadiness of the temperature, and

the exhilarating exercise of skating and sleighing.

From the opportunities I had of judging, by what

passed under my own observation, I should be dis-

posed to think that the people of Upper Canada

were much less temperate than the people of the

United States. Absolute drunkenness is happily in

both countries now become rare ; and where it exists

at all, it is amongst the lowest of the people. But

even among these it abounds to a greater extent in

Toronto than in any town of the same size in

America ; and we saw more drunken persons, and

heard more profane and blasphemous oaths and im-

precations, in our short stay here, than a traveller

would meet with in a year in the States, unless he

went purposely in search of it, which we certainly

did not in either country. At the table of our hotel,

almost every one drank wine, beer, or brandy- and-

water. At the public tables in America it is now

rare to see anything drank but water. In private

circles, wine is more freely used in Canada, and

more urgently pressed on those who do not use it,

than is the case in the United States ; and with the

heads of office, political, military, civil, judicial, and

even ecclesiastical, the Temperance cause is not at

all in favour, since none of all these powerful and

influential classes come forward publicly to give this

cause the benefit of their sanction and example.

The most melancholy picture, however, of the inte-

rior of the Province, in this respect, is presented by

a writer in the Canada Temperance Advocate, a

work wholly unconnected with party politics, under

E 2
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the date of July 25th, only a few weeks from the

period of my writing this, August 12th, and signed

by his own proper name, as a guarantee for its

accuracy. As an essential part of the evidence on

which a correct judgment may be formed on this

question, it is desirable that the statements of this

writer should be extensively published, that the

evil may become so notorious as to demand imme-

diate attention. The letter is headed " Upper

Canada," and is signed " John Dougal," and these

are the melancholy facts it communicates

"In my last letter respecting Upper Canada, I promised to

make some general remarks in reference to a portion of the

magistracy of that Province. Owing to various causes, the matter

has been deferred ; but I still feel called upon to take up the

subject, from the conviction, that before the people of that beau-

tiful Province can be, generally speaking, a sober, a moral, and a

religious people, there must be a great change in its magistracy.

I therefore earnestly solicit the attention of the Governor- Gene-

ral, and Lieutenant-Governor, to the following statements.

"Whilst many of the magistrates of Upper Canada are sober,

moral, excellent men, who perform the duties of their important

station in the most praiseworthy manner, many of them are of a

very different character. This is showed by the fact, that licenses

for the sale of liquor are issued with most unbounded liberality

to persons even who possess none of the accommodations required

by law. The issuing of these licenses is managed so that, if

applications be refused at the Quarter Sessions, they are sure to

be granted by some two of the magistrates afterwards ; or if the

applicant's character be very bad indeed, so that a tavern license

is refused, he is still almost certain to get a license to keep a

beer-shop, from some friend and patron amongst the magistracy,

and I need not add, that beer-shops are almost invariably drunk-

eries ofthe worst character.

" Without mentioning all the facts respecting magistrates in

Upper Canada which came to my knowledge, I will mention a
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few which were communicated to me, upon such authority as I

Icould not for a moment doubt.

"In one village of Upper Canada, two of the magistrates were

in the habit of breaking the law, by playing at cards and drinking

with the tavern-keeper and his customers, often for the greater

part or whole of the night. Of course, they could not refuse a

license to their pot-companion.

" In another village a majority of the magistrates are noto-

riously intemperate.

" In a back township, a magistrate, who kept a tavern, sold

liquor to people till they got drunk and fought in his house. He

then issued a warrant, apprehended them, and tried them on the

spot ; and besides fining them, made them treat each other to

make up the quarrel.

"In a district town of Upper Canada, one of the leading

magistrates is an extensive dealer in liquors, and all tavern- keepers

who will take their supplies from him can get licenses without

difficulty. Should any presume, however, to buy from other mer-

chants, their licenses are refused.

"In a town of Upper Canada, several of the magistrates are

intemperate, and some of them are on the limits for debt.

"I might multiply instances of intemperance amongst this

important class of the community; but it is a painful subject, and

I shall conclude by stating, that throughout Upper Canada a

large proportion, if not a majority, of the magistrates are distillers

or sellers of intoxicating drinks ; and therefore, it may be pre-

sumed, directly interested in the increase of their traffic and the

multiplication of grog-shops . The effect of this state of things

on the morals of the people must be, and indeed evidently is,

disastrous ; and I again beg leave to call the attention, not only

of the people at large, but of those in authority, to it, and to add,

that much that is stated above applies with equal force to Lower

Canada."

This is indeed a melancholy picture ; and from

the best information I could obtain, by occasional

conversations with persons resident in the interior,

I had too much reason to believe that it was as
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faithful as it was melancholy. The only explanation

given of this state of things, is, that the successive

Governments have made the most active of their

partisans, Justices of the Peace, with little reference

to any other consideration ; and hence a number of

persons, the most unfit for the office, have been

thrust into this important station. It is high time,

indeed, that this state of things should be amended.

It was on the last day of our stay at Toronto,

that the news reached there, of the Bill for the

Union of the two Provinces of Canada, having

passed both Houses of Parliament, and received the

royal assent. The views taken of this measure

vary, of course, according to the political bias of

different parties and classes ; but I shall pass them

over for the present, as it is my intention, after

seeing both the Provinces, and mingling with the

society of each, to devote a separate and supple-

mentary chapter, to a general view of the whole

subject, connected with their past, present, and pro-

bable future condition, under the changes proposed

in the Union Bill, as far as these can be clearly and

safely predicted.

Our last day was passed in a round of farewell

visits to the many families from whom we had

received such cordial and hospitable attentions

during our short stay here, as to make us leave it

with greater regret than we had felt at quitting any

place for a long time.
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Departure from Toronto-English steamboats - Passage along

the coast-Character of the country-Touch at Port Hope,

and at Coburg-Arrival at Kingston, and stay there-History

of the rise and progress of that town-Beautiful and advan-

tageous situation of Kingston-Visit to the Fort on the opposite

Peninsula-Description of its interior and subterranean pas-

sage-Plan of the town-Materials and style of building-

Public Edifices-Court House -Churches-Country around

Kingston-Bay of Quinté.

On Friday, the 14th of August, we left Toronto,

and were accompanied to the steam-boat, the Wil-

liam the Fourth, by several of our friends. The

day was beautifully fine, and the breeze bland and

favourable for our voyage. We left the wharf at

9 A. M., took a last look at Toronto as we steered

down the bay, rounded the Light-House at Gibraltar

Point, and passed the new Fort constructing to

guard the entrance of the harbour ; when we bore

up our course down Lake Ontario, for Port Hope,

Coburg, and Kingston, to which we were bound.

Our boat, though one of the largest of the British

steamers on the Lake, was neither so light, airy, or

commodious, as most of the American steamers.

Instead of state-rooms, into which the passengers can

retire, and dress and undress in privacy, as in all

the American boats on Lakes Michigan, Huron,

and Erie, there are in the English boats only open

sleeping berths. Owing to this arrangement, the

gentlemen are entirely excluded from the ladies'
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cabin ; and the ladies dare hardly venture, except at

the period of meals, into the gentlemen's ; so that

the parties can only be together on deck, whatever

may be the state of the weather. The English

steamers are all painted black, with a white, or red,

or yellow narrow stripe along the sides, which gives

them a dark and heavy appearance. The American

steamers have always white bottoms, and light and

tastefully painted upper works ; and on the whole they

appear to be better furnished, and kept in cleaner

and nicer order, than the English ones. The latter,

however, have the superiority in the table, which is

much better provided, and everything better cooked ;

while time is allowed to enjoy as well as to eat the

meal, and the attendants go through their duties

without the hurry and bustle of an American break-

fast or dinner. In safety, it is certain that the Bri-

tish vessels have also the superiority, partly from the

greater strength of all the machinery and workman-

ship, but still more from the greater degree of vigi-

lance and care with which every department of duty

is superintended, and the greater subordination and

more implicit obedience, of the crew ; but in speed,

the American boats generally excel the English.

Our passage down Lake Ontario was extremely

agreeable. We coasted along the northern shore

at a distance of from three to five miles from the

land ; and the appearance of this, though not suffi-

ciently broken and mountainous to be picturesque,

was nevertheless often beautiful and always pleasing.

Ridges of progressively increasing elevation appeared

to rise behind and above each other on receding

northward from the coast, so that the country must
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Wood isbe agreeably undulated in the interior.

everywhere abundant ; and on the interior hills the

primitive forest appears never to have been disturbed ;

but on the sloping land nearer the shore, the cleared

patches and tilled fields are frequent, many of them

beautifully green, as if laid out in grass, others of

a bright yellow, with waving fields of wheat ready

for the harvest ; while, scattered over the surface, and

peeping through the woods, many substantial and

comfortable farm-houses and country residences

diversify and enliven the scene.

At 4 o'clock, P. M., we touched at Port Hope, a

promising little town on the Lake, with about 200

houses, two churches with spires, and a fine open

tract of cleared land behind the settlement, which is

said to be a thriving one. We remained here but a

few minutes at the wharf, and then stood on for

Coburg, a distance of seven miles below it, where

we reached before 5 o'clock. The boat stopping

here half an hour, we landed and walked up from the

pier to the town. It is laid out with great symmetry,

has fine broad streets, substantial houses of stone,

brick, and wood; and all the external symptoms of ad-

vancing prosperity. It contains a population of from

3,000 to 4,000 inhabitants ; and has a fine agricultu-

ral country behind it, reaching for thirty miles north

to the river Trent, and the Bay of Quinté. This tract

is said to be quite equal to any part of England for

beauty and fertility ; requiring only population and

capital to make it as rich in all other respects.

the immediate vicinity of the town, is a large and

handsome edifice built of stone, erected by the Wes-

leyan Methodists as an academy and college for the

In
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education of youths belonging to their body. It

has the reputation of being well conducted and well

sustained by their voluntary contributions ; and has

at present upwards of a hundred students within its

walls.

On leaving Coburg, we continued our course

down Lake Ontario, leaving behind us the isolated

lighthouse built on a sunken rock, at the entrance of

the bay, resembling the Eddystone in miniature.

After witnessing a glowing and exquisitely beautiful

sunset, the night soon closed in, and the rest of our

way presented nothing of interest till we reached

Kingston, which we did at 3, A. M., having gone the

whole distance of 180 miles in 18 hours, including

stoppages ; our actual rate, therefore, exceeding 10

miles an hour ; and the fare for the whole distance

being six dollars each. After sunrise we landed

and repaired to the British-North-American Hotel,

where we found good apartments, and took up our

abode.

The town of Kingston is older than Toronto,

dating back to about the year 1672, when Mons. de

Courcelles, the French governor of Canada, (the

whole country then belonging to France, ) built here

a fort at the outlet of Lake Ontario into the river

St. Lawrence, where Kingston now stands, partly as

a barrier against the Iroquois Indians, who occupied

the opposite side of the lake and river, and partly

as a protection to the fur-traders who resorted here.

The fort was enlarged and strengthened at a subse-

quent period by his successor, the Count Frontenac,

and his name was accordingly bestowed on the posi-

tion. A small town gradually arose around this
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spot, and at the surrender of Canada to the British

arms, in 1759, it fell into the hands of the English,

after which it was called Kingston. There are

some few of the oldest inhabitants here, who re-

member when there was but one stone building and

not more than twenty wooden ones in the place ;

and even at the period of the last American war,

in 1813, it was a very small village. Since the

peace of 1816, it has progressively advanced till it

has reached the dignity of a city, governed by a

mayor and aldermen, and has a population of nearly

X_7,000
7,000 persons. The chief source of its wealth is

agriculture, and its principal commerce is in the

exportation of agricultural produce, and the impor-

tation of manufactures and other goods for domestic

consumption. Large quantities of grain from the

United States are accumulated at Kingston, and

when ground into flour it is exported as Canadian

produce, in British vessels, by which it obtains

admission into England, at a low duty, though the

same articles going direct from the ports of the

Union, would pay a much higher rate.

The situation of Kingston unites strength, beauty,

and convenience, in an unusual degree. In all these

respects, it is superior to Toronto. The town lies

along the northern shore of the Lake Ontario, just

where the western extremity of that lake narrows

into the strait or channel of the river St. Lawrence ;

having a large island opposite to it, within the

British lines ; the main channel of the river lying

beyond and between this island, and the Ame-

rican shore in the State of New York. The town

stands on an ascending slope from the water's edge,
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which gives it a more elevated appearance than

Toronto ; and just in front of it, is a peninsula pro-

jecting out between two bays, which is still higher

than the town, and commands a beautiful and exten-

sive view from its summit. On the topmost ridge

of this elevated peninsula, stands the fort of Kings-

ton, which commands the passage by the river and

lake, overlooks the whole town, and could bring its

guns to bear upon almost every part of the sur-

rounding country. Between the fort and the town,

is a smaller peninsula, on which is the Naval Yard,

at which, during the last war with America, a ship

of 120 guns was built for the lake service, but was

never used, and has since been taken to pieces . *

We visited the Fort in company with the com-

manding officer, Major Deedes of Her Majesty's

34th, and were struck with its admirable position,

and great strength, the masonry being of the most

solid and massive kind, executed in the fine blue

limestone of the peninsula on which it stands, the

ditches broad and deep, the walls thick, and the

ramparts and batteries elevated , strong, and spacious.

The quarters for officers and men are roomy and

substantial ; and every provision seems to have been

made for their comfort. Extensive tanks or reser-

voirs of water are kept within the fort always filled,

in case of a siege ; a large supply of provisions is

also constantly on hand. The number of men at

present in the garrison is about 250, including a

detachment of provincial artillery, the number of

guns mounted about 50,-and a magazine, with

ammunition of all kinds, a large supply of smali

* See plate II
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arms, and several bombs and mortars, with shot and

shells, are always kept ready for use. In going the

rounds of the Fort, we were taken down to a sub-

terraneous vaulted passage or covered way, intended

for a retreat in case of need, and leading to vaulted

chambers, with port-holes for cannon, and openings

for musketry, commanding the ditches, so that if an

enemy penetrated thus far, they could be " mowed

down like grass," as our guide expressed himself.

It was through this subterranean passage that two

of the Canadian insurgents, who were confined in

this Fort, made their escape, and succeeded in getting

across to the United States.
The very strength of

the place in which they were confined, led to a

relaxation of vigilance on the part of the sentries,

and they had opportunities of making their prepara-

tions unobserved for some days before, having been

informed by one of the masons who had worked in

this subterranean passage, of all the particulars

respecting it. It was remarked to us that the same

relaxation of vigilance, arising from undue reliance

on the strength of the place of confinement, had led

to the escape of two other Canadian prisoners from

the castle of Quebec ; while at Amherstburgh and

some other British garrison forts, where the rebel

prisoners were confined only in an ordinary guard-

house, they were so well looked after, because of the

insecurity of their prison, that not one of all the

number effected an escape.

The town of Kingston is laid out with sufficient

regularity ; but it has no street to compare with

King Street, in Toronto ; and few of those delightful
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little villas and garden dwellings, which abound in

the neighbourhood of the latter, and make its envi-

rons so agreeable. The town is about a mile and

half in length, three-quarters of a mile in breadth,

and contains a population of from 7,000 to 8,000

persons.
The whole town lies on a bed of blue

limestone rock, so near the surface, that in digging

the necessary depth for the foundations of a house,

there is usually enough stone obtained by the exca-

vation to build the edifice with. Stone-houses are,

therefore, more numerous than any other ; very few

being built with brick, and only the smaller houses

of wood. The dark blue tint of the stone gives the

town a heavy and peculiar appearance ; but at the

same time it leaves an impression of substantialityand

durability. Shrubs and flowers are cultivated in

the gardens appended to many of the better order

of dwellings, which gives them a gay and cheerful

appearance.

Among the public buildings, the Court House is

the most prominent. It stands near the centre of

the town, opposite to the principal hotel, and within

a few yards of the English church. The Court

House has a front of about 100 feet, a depth of 200

feet, and is about 60 feet in height. The front has

a pediment, above and behind which rises an octa-

gonal tower, with lantern and cupola, to a height of

from 60 to 70 feet above the roof, making the whole

elevation, with the terminating spire, about 150 feet.

The interior is spacious and well arranged ; and on

the upper floor is one of the best fitted Court-rooms

in the province. The Town Jail is in the rear of
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this Court House,; but there is a large Penitentiary,

conducted on the Silent System, or Auburn plan,

remote from this, beyond the town.

There are six churches in Kingston- one English,

or Established Church, the largest and best ; one

Kirk of Scotland ; one Roman Catholic ; one Pres-

byterian ; one Methodist ; and one Baptist. We

attended the service of the Established Church

during our stay here, and found a small congrega-

tion, not more than two hundred. At Toronto there

were more than a thousand ; but we hardly won-

dered at the paucity of numbers here, as we had to

undergo the penance of hearing the beautiful com-

position of the Liturgy drawled out by one of the

very worst readers I ever remember to have heard,

with one exception only, and that was a reader in

the Minster of Beverley, in Yorkshire. They might

be matched, I think, against the world, for the

absence of every requisite qualification for their

duty as readers, though both might perhaps have

been good and pious men ; but it is a sad and unpar-

donable misappropriation of time and money, and

highly detrimental to the efficiency of the public ser-

vice, and the interests of religion, to permit persons

so utterly incompetent to occupy the places which

might be so much more advantageously filled by

their superiors.

The country around Kingston is not so fertile as

it is in the neighbourhood of Toronto ; the garden-

land of Upper Canada lying between the Lakes

Ontario, Erie, and Huron ; but there are still some

fine spots for cultivation even here. The price of

land is rather higher than farther west ; though
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inferior in quality and productiveness ; the price

ranging from 20s. to 30s. per acre ; while in the

western districts much better tracts may be had for

from 15s. to 20s. per acre, and large tracts of wooded

land at 10s.

There is a beautifully winding and picturesque

sheet of water called the Bay of Quinté, which forms

an inlet from the general course of Lake Ontario,

and up which excursions are often made from King-

ston, as steamboats go daily up to Bath, 40 miles,

and Belleville, 80 miles, and return again on the

following day. We were prevented from taking

this excursion by other engagements ; but heard the

scenery so much spoken of, that our inability to

enjoy it was matter of regret to us.
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DURING our stay at Kingston, we visited the Peni-

tentiary, and were shown over the building by one

of the deputy-wardens, who answered all our inqui-

ries readily. The edifice occupies a beautiful situa-

tion near the edge of the Lake, at a distance of

about two miles from the town in a westerly direc-

tion ; the road to it being one of the best in the

country, diversified by many agreeable dwellings on

each side, and having the General Hospital about

midway between the town and the Penitentiary.

The building for the latter is intended to form a

cross, with four wings proceeding from a common

centre ; the front wing being for the offices and

dwelling of the warden and his deputies ; and the

other three for the cells, workshops, kitchen, eating-

F
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rooms, chapel, and other apartments for the prisoners.

Two of these wings are completed, and the other two

are in progress. The work is paid for by grants of

the Provincial Legislature of Upper Canada ; and

their funds being limited, they have not proceeded

with the rapidity that could be desired. It is about

nine years since the building was first commenced,

and five since it was opened to receive the con-

victs ; but it will take another five years probably

before the whole work will be complete. The

blue limestone of which it is built, is procured from

the rocky bed on which the edifice stands ; and the

quarries all around it afford an inexhaustible supply,

not only for their own building, but for as many

public edifices as the town may require.

The system of discipline pursued here, is that

which is known as the Silent System, or Auburn

plan, where the prisoners work in companies, but

under the superintendence of inspectors, to prevent

their communicating with each other, either by

sounds or signs, as far as it is found practicable to

enforce it. The construction of the cells, in five

separate stories rising above each other, and each

entered from a balcony or veranda running along

their whole front, is after the plan of Auburn and

other similar Penitentiaries in the United States ;

the cells are narrower, but they are lighter, and

better ventilated, than many that we remember.

The convicts have a prison dress, made of coarse

cotton cloth, white on one side, and brown on the

other, for summer ; and a dress of coarse woollen cloth,

brown on the one side, and yellow on the other, for

winter; each garment being stamped with the letters
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P.P., Provincial Penitentiary, in a large size, so that

they could not fail to be recognized so long as these

garments were worn by them, after an escape. The

prisoners are sufficiently well fed, having a pound of

meat and a pound of bread each day, with coffee for

breakfast and mush, or a preparation of Indian

meal, for supper. Their hours of labour do not

exceed twelve in the longest, and ten in the shortest

days ; and it is never excessive in its nature. The

workshops are spacious and airy, and the occupations

various, but all are healthy. There is a large and

well-ventilated hospital for the sick, and every atten-

tion is paid to their cleanliness and recovery. Except,

indeed, for the restraint of silence, and the want of

liberty to go abroad, the condition of these convicts

is better than that of many of the poorer mechanics

and labourers at home, as they have always an abun-

dant supply of food and clothing, good shelter, and

medical attendance when ill ; but so heavy is the

burden of forced silence, and forced confinement,

though within an enlarged space, that all are anxious

to throw it off, and the utmost vigilance is requisite

to prevent escapes.

According to the last Report presented to the

Legislature, there were 148 convicts in the Peniten-

tiary, of whom 12 only were females, and about 30

of the males were black or coloured persons.

this number there were the following-

Of

Born in the Canadas ·

•

United States 39 ---

46 | Born in England

Scotland

12•

5

Ireland . . 38 - Other countries . 8

Their ages ranged from 10 to 72 ; the greatest

number being between the ages of 20 and 30. The

F 2
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convictions for larceny were 72, for horse- stealing

20, for forgery 6, for burglary only 3, and for mur-

der only 1. Among the persons confined for horse-

stealing, was a young and handsome female, about

twenty years of age, whose history was remarkable .

She had taken part with the rebels in the late insur-

rection, and, habited as a boy, had been employed as

a messenger, to convey intelligence from one part of

the country to the other. Her journeys were made

on horseback, and the letters or despatches which

she bore were concealed beneath her saddle, so that

she passed without detection, or even suspicion.

When the rebellion was put down, and her services

were no longer required, the desire to possess a horse

for her own riding was so irresistible, that not hav-

ing the means to purchase one, she stole it, and being

detected, was tried, convicted, and sent to the Peni-

tentiary, after which the fact of her connection with

the rebels, as their messenger, became first known.

The females are under the charge of a matron, and

are treated with more kindness than the males ; they

have their sleeping cabins divided only by a thin

partition of wood, so that they can and do converse

with each other in the night-time ; in the day they

are employed in needle-work, for the Institution

only.

The term of confinement varies from one to four-

teen years ; the average term appears to be about

three years. The former term is found by expe-

rience to be much too short to effect any reformation

in the character of the convicts ; and is, therefore,

recommended to be lengthened, in all cases in which

they are sent to the Penitentiary at all. The fol-
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lowing are the remarks on this subject contained in

the Chaplain's Report for the past year 1839.

"Two reasons may be assigned for the apparent inefficiency

ofthe present system of prison discipline to prevent the recurrence

of crime, especially when the convict has been but a short period

before discharged . In the first place there is the shortness of

the sentence : it cannot in reason be expected that a confinement

of one year, can in the least weaken a habit which has " grown

with the convict's growth, and strengthened with his strength."

The prospect of a speedy liberation naturally checks the rise of

serious reflection, and engenders contentedness, indifference, or

apathy.

"The case of a convict punished for the first act of guilt forms

an exception. His mind is still susceptible of serious impres-

sions ; conscience still exercises her office ; on such a subject a

short sentence may produce the desired effect, but generally

speaking the reverse is the case ; and experience has proved it

So. In the second place, a spirit of revenge actuates many of

those who are recommitted ; a desire to remunerate themselves

for the labour performed while in prison, and for which they have

received no recompense, impels many to attempt to enrich them-

selves by plundering others. Some have even so far acknow-

ledged, that had they received anything at all resembling an

equivalent, or had been assured that a moiety of their earnings

would be paid them, after a stated period of probation ; they

would have had some inducement to continue in the path of

honesty ; but having once incurred the suspicions of the public,

and feeling that some great encouragement was necessary to sup-

port them under so severe a trial ; not possessing this, they

yielded to the suggestions of an evil heart ; unwilling to endure

the struggles or rebukes of conscience, they then threw aside all

restraint, and sought for consolation in the society of companions,

who were like themselves indisposed to oppose a suspicious world. "

The Board of Inspectors, in their Report, concur

with the Chaplain in his views, and urge some fur-

ther reasonings in the following passages :
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"The Inspectors coincide with the Chaplain in his opinion of

short sentences, that they generally serve rather to harden and

irritate, than soften and subdue the criminal ; and with regard to

second convictions, whatever may have given rise to that spirit

of revenge,' referred to in the Chaplain's Report, as inducing

those unhappy persons of whom he speaks, to return to their

former evil courses, it affords a melancholy proof how little they

had profited by the salutary restraints to which they had been

subjected, and the moral lessons inculcated upon them during

their imprisonment.

"With regard to the suggestion hinted at in the Chaplain's

Report of appropriating a moiety ' of the convict's earnings to

be paid to him ' after a stated period of probation,' something of

the kind has often occurred to the Inspectors ; but the difficulties

which present themselves to their minds in carrying this plan into

effect, so as to promote the true and substantial benefit of the

convict, without prejudice to the public interest, appear so great,

that it is with diffidence they venture to bring the matter under

Your Excellency's consideration.

" On this subject, however, they would beg leave to observe,

that under the existing Penitentiary regulations, and in conformity

to the present law, the convict, when discharged, only receives a

few shillings to aid him in returning to his friends ;-to whom,

if they are honest and respectable, and if he entertains any sense

of the disgrace which his misconduct has brought upon them as

well as himself, he feels reluctant to return in that destitute con-

dition in which he is placed when enlarged, and sent out again

into the world ; and in this wavering and undecided state of

mind, while yet lingering in the vicinity of the prison, he proba-

bly meets with some of his former inmates ; it may be some of

those who had been associated with him in iniquity, and fellow-

prisoners in the same common jail before conviction. With them

he renews an acquaintance, and involved as they are in the same

common fate, they are led to look upon each other with a feeling

of mutual sympathy as the outcasts of society ; to form a sort of

community among themselves, and instead of following up their

original intention of returning to their friends to earn a subsist-

ence by honest industry, they are but too apt to engage in some
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new criminal enterprise, by which, according to their system of

morals, they may remunerate themselves for their past loss of

time and labour.

"Under the evil influence of temptation from these associations ,

all their virtuous resolutions vanish-they again put forth their

hands to steal ; are detected, convicted, and sentenced a second

time, for another series of years, to resume their former routine

of labour in silence, and to be placed once more under those

restraints, they had already found so irksome and so opposite to

their licentious and vagrant habits of life.

"While the Inspectors feel the necessity and importance of

some plan being adopted to place convicts on their discharge

from prison in a state of probation, they scarcely feel themselves

authorized to recommend any definite plan for effecting this

object, however desirable. With great deference they would

submit , that if one-third of the convict's earnings could be paid

to him in annual instalments, on his producing to the treasurer

of the District in which he resides, satisfactory certificates of

good conduct, signed by any two magistrates of that District,

together with a certificate of some resident minister of religion ;

that he, the convict, had been a regular attendant on his minis-

try during the year, and that, to the best of his knowledge and

belief, his character among his neighbours for honesty, sobriety,

and industry, had been irreproachable, it might hold out such an

inducement to the discharged convict to commence a new and

honest course of life, and to persevere in his efforts of amend-

ment, as to be productive of the best effects. The Inspectors,

however, in offering this suggestion with all the objections that

may be raised to its practical operation, and they are not without

the apprehension that there may be many, again revert to their

already expressed opinion of the inefficacy of short sentences to

produce reformation."

This is undoubtedly an object of the highest con-

sideration, how to prevent the unhappy convict,

when released from confinement, from falling too

speedily into temptation again. And here, I must

observe, that the decided superiority of the Solitary
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System of the Philadelphia prisons is at once appa-

No one having ever seen the prisoner in his

confinement, except the officers of the Penitentiary,

he cannot be recognized by any one as a previous

convict, nor can he recognize any who, like himself,

had been an inmate of the Penitentiary, and is after-

wards released, so that one great cause of subsequent

evil association and connection is thus swept away.

Coming out anew into the world in this condition ,

and provided with the means of subsistence for a

short period, till they can obtain employment, the

chances of a new career of honest labour for the

convicts, are much greater than when coming, as

they do from the prisons on the Auburn system,

personally known by sight to each other ; when

meeting, after their release, destitute of means, they

unite to drink, and interchange their sympathies and

congratulations, and the concoction of some new

project of crime is the usual result of such associa-

tions. A more benevolent society could not be

formed than one which should have for its object,

the providing immediate and profitable labour for

those who were discharged from Penitentiaries, so

as to enable them at once to enter on a useful and

honest career. The Chaplain's report opens with the

following instructive paragraph-

During the past year I have directed my attention to an

investigation of the causes which led to the commission of crime,

in order that I might suggest to the convict some considerations

calculated to counteract the evil, and to operate as a safeguard

against the repetition of it. I have found that Intemperance is

the prevailing cause to which crime, in a majority of instances,

may be referred . Out of 90 admitted since last report, 71 were

certainly the victims of this ruinous propensity. The subjoined
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schedule will furnish a variety of particulars relating to the con-

vict, as collected by personal inquiry."

This schedule shows that no less than 50 were

under the actual influence of liquor when they com-

mitted the crime of which they were guilty, and 36

had intemperate parents, as well as being intem-

perate themselves. Of the whole number of 148

convicts, 30 could read only, 40 could read and

write, and 78 were unable to do either. Their

several religions were thus reported-

Church of England

Church of Rome

Methodists

24 Church of Scotland

Baptists

•

. 23

13 Presbyterians .

· 7

4•

3

Showing just half the whole number, or 74, who

professed no religion ; and out of these, there are

15 who have come back to the prison on a second

conviction, 2 on a third, and 1 on a fourth convic-

tion, the last being a hoary-headed offender of the

age of 71.

For breaches of the rules of discipline, such as

talking, or acts of insubordination, the punishment

is flogging, of two kinds ; for the lighter offences,

a few stripes with the cow-skin over the clothes ; for

more serious offences, flogging with the cat on the

bare back ; but the instances are rare in which either

are resorted to, and with females neither is used.

The chaplain visits the prison daily, to confer

with the prisoners ; and on Sunday, he performs

public worship, which they all attend. This appears

to be a relief to them, as a change of occu-

pation and a holiday ; but as they are shut up in

their cells at all other times of the day, except when
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they are out at meals and in chapel, they usually

complain of Sunday as the most irksome day of all

the week, and would willingly work in preference if

they could be allowed.

A full and complete registry is kept of all parti-

culars connected with each prisoner ; and every

individual that is discharged, has a long series of

questions proposed to him, his answers to which are

recorded in the Register Book. By this means,

a pretty accurate view may be obtained of the impres-

sions of the prisoners themselves as to the several

parts of the discipline and treatment they undergo,

which is of great value to the Inspectors of the esta-

blishment.

The whole cost of the Penitentiary up to the pre-

sent time has been about 40,000l. , of which 30,000l.

has been expended on the building, and 10,000l. in

salaries of the officers and subsistence of the convicts,

above the means resulting from their labours.

It will take perhaps 30,000l. more to complete

the whole building and its enclosures ; but after that,

the labours of the convicts will no doubt more than

defray the annual expenditure.

The salaries are all very moderate ; the Warden

having only 300l. a year ; the Deputy-Warden,

Clerk, Chaplain, and Surgeon, from 100l. to 150l.

each ; and the rest of the salaries, to keepers,

watchmen, messengers, matrons, &c. , varying from

50l. to 80l. per annum ; the aggregate being 2,8001.

The provisions, fuel, and lights, cost 2,500l.; and

the clothing about 500l. per annum ; which, with

the other items of furniture, medicine, tools, &c.,

make up a total annual cost of about 6,500l. The
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rations of food do not exceed in cost, however, 7% d.

per head per day ; and the clothing of each person

20s. for the summer suit, and 37s. 6d. for the winter

suit, per annum.

The proceeds of the labour of the convicts for

the past year did not exceed 1,500l.; and of these,

the shoemakers produced about 400l.; the stone-

cutters, 3501.; the blacksmiths, 300l.; and the car-

penters, 150l. To these have now been added a

rope-making establishment, by which a greater

profit will be made than from any other source ;

already large quantities of very excellent cordage

have been produced, and sold to great advantage

within the present year. Here, however, as in the

United States, the mechanics of the town of Kingston

have remonstrated against the manufacture and sale

of the articles produced in the Penitentiary, as coming

in competition with their own labour, and driving

them out of the market by cheapness. This remon-

strance has been effectual ; and the utmost pains

are now taking to direct the labour of the convicts

to the production of articles not made in Kingston ;

and even these are sent principally to distant markets

for sale.

The Episcopal church here being under repair,

and having a new spire making for it, the persons to

whom this work was entrusted, contracted with the

Penitentiary, to quarry and dress the stone required

for the purpose, which they furnished according to

order ; but the working-masons employed in the

reparation of the church refused to use the stone,

because it was quarried and dressed by the convicts,

to the detriment of the free and honest labourer ; and
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accordingly it was all rejected, to the loss of course

of one or both of the contracting parties.

During our stay at Kingston, we made an excur-

sion to visit the works on the Rideau Canal. For

this purpose we drove to the head of the small bay

lying between the town of Kingston and the penin-

sula on which the Fort is placed ; and extending its

inlet for about six miles to a spot called Kingston

Mills. Our journey there was over a rugged road,

and through a stony and sterile tract, greatly infe-

rior to the land around Toronto, and thickly over-

spread with weeds, including the Scotch and Canada

thistle. In the few patches cultivated, we saw

Indian corn, rye, wheat, and potatoes, but very

scanty crops of either ; though the crops in Upper

Canada generally are said to be this year unusually

good, both in quantity and quality. There were

the ordinary rail and snake fences seen in the

United States, with girdled trees, stumps in the

ground, and long trunks lying rotting on the surface ;

with log-huts, and other accompaniments of new

settlements in America ; and as bad roads as any-

where in the Union.

At the head of this bay, the works of the Rideau

Canal commence, the object being to provide a

communication by water, from the Lake Ontario to

Montreal, without going over the rapids, which in

several places obstruct the navigation of the St.

Lawrence. The line of the Canal goes therefore

from hence to the Ottawa, or Grand River, through

a series of small lakes, and cuts, terminating at

Bytown, a distance of 100 miles from this, and 70

above Montreal. The works here commence with
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four locks, that communicate with a small lake,

elevated 50 feet above the level of the bay. These

are admirably constructed-the masonry excellent-

the fine blue limestone ofthe country massive in size,

and well united ; and everything connected with the

machinery is in the most perfect order. From this

point of view, the scenery is pleasing, and it is said

to continue so all the way through. The navigation

of this canal is by small steamboats, which pass

easily through the locks and cuts, so that it is more

expeditious and more comfortable than canal travel-

ling generally. The first four locks being ascended,

the boat crosses a lake ten miles before it enters

another cut, and proceeds thus, by artificial channel,

and natural sheets of water, all the way to Bytown ;

making the distance of 110 miles in 30 hours,

including the stoppages requisite to pass through 47

locks on the way. From Bytown, the Ottawa boats

descend to Montreal in seven hours, but as these

boats are not always ready on the arrival of the

steamers from the canal, 48 hours is usually em-

ployed in the whole trip of 180 miles.

This great work, which is of the highest impor-

tance to Upper Canada, in the transport of her

produce to the great mart of shipment, Montreal,

was begun in the year 1826, and opened for naviga-

tion in 1830. It has been constructed chiefly by

grants from the Imperial Parliament out of the funds

of the English Treasury, and has cost, on the whole,

upwards of 1,000,000l. But the money is well

spent ; and a time will arrive, when the produce con-

veyed on this canal downward, and the manufactured

goods transported on it upwards, will yield a hand-
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some return for the original outlay, at a less impost

than the present rate of 7s. 6d. per ton for tolls.

A great fire occurred in Kingston, in the spring

of the present year, occasioned, as some assert, by

the accidental ignition of some wooden shingle-roofs,

by the sparks emitted from a steamboat lying along-

side the wharf ; and, as others allege, by some

incendiary connected with the late rebellion, -but of

this there is no proof. The fire was very destruc-

tive as the blue limestone, of which most of the

houses are built, split into fragments by the heat,

and soon fell to pieces. The buildings now erecting

to replace them, are of a better and more substantial

kind; and the town will be ultimately much improved

in appearance by this change, though its progress is

not very rapid.

There are three Newspapers in Kingston, two of

which are published weekly, and one twice a week ;

this last, the Chronicle, is Conservative ; the Brit-

ish Whig is a supporter of the present Administra-

tion, and the Herald is Radical ; so that each class

ofopinions is fairly represented. They are conducted

with great moderation and some ability ; but their

influence on public opinion does not appear to be

much felt or acknowledged. There is a Mechanics'

Institute in the town, which contains nearly 300

members, at a subscription of 10s. per annum.

was founded by an Englishman settled here as a

mechanic, who was a member of the Mechanics'

Institution of London, and having experienced the

benefits of this in his own case, he was desirous of

introducing the same advantage at least to his coun-

trymen here. They have a good library, and the

It
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Institution is patronized and assisted by the gentry

of the town. There is also a Temperance Society

here, but, as at Toronto, it is not countenanced, as

it deserves to be, by the higher classes ; and yet,

every day must furnish to those who walk the

streets of the town, abundant proof of the utility of

such Societies, and the evils that spring from the

want ofthem ; as drunken men and drunken women

were seen by us almost every day during our short

stay here ; and places licensed for the sale of ardent

spirits, are almost as abundant as they are at Toronto.

My Lectures were delivered here in the Union

Chapel, and were very fully attended ; among the

audience were many military officers, the Bishop of

Toronto, who was here on a Confirmation Tour, and

nearly all the leading families of the city. They

were attended also by the members of the Mechanics'

Institute, and the pupils of the Sunday Schools,

facilities being afforded to the last two classes for

that purpose
.

While at Toronto I found there the 32nd regi-

ment of infantry, which were stationed at Madras

at the period of my being there in 1818, some of

the officers of which I knew ; and here at Kingston

I found stationed the 24th regiment, which was

stationed in Bengal in 1820, and with many of the

officers of which I was acquainted. A few only of

each remained attached to these regiments now-

death, exchanges, and retirements, having made

many changes among them ; but it was agreeable, at

this distance of time and place, to meet even these

few, and talk over old times and Indian affairs.
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The society of Kingston is less extensive, less

varied, and less elegant than that of Toronto ; which

may be readily accounted for, as the population is

not so great, the military not so numerous, and the

metropolitan establishment of a Governor and Coun-

cil, a Legislature, Courts of Judicature, are all

wanting to make the parallel complete. Our recep-

tion here, however, was respectful and kind, though

the cordiality and hospitality of Toronto was too

fresh in our recollection not to make us sensible of

the contrast.

The weather was intensely hot, during the whole

of our stay here, the wind faint from the south-west,

the air sultry, and the thermometer from 90° to 95°

in the shade ; most of the residents, however, said

that this was an unusual degree of heat for Kingston,

though in Montreal and Quebec it was common at

this season of the year.

It was on the last day but one of our stay at

Kingston, that the Governor-General of Canada,

Mr. Poulett Thompson, afterwards Lord Sydenham,

arrived here from Montreal, on his way to the Upper

Lakes, on a tour of inspection . He landed under

a salute from the steamer, and rode to the hotel,

accompanied by his staff and suite on horseback.

No demonstration of enthusiasm marked his arrival.

On the following day, he attended at the Court

House, to receive the address intended to be pre-

sented to him, and was there met by the mayor and

aldermen, and about two hundred of the inhabitants,

* Since this was written, the seat of Government has been fixed

at Kingston, so that now the public officers are numerous there.
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His recep-among whom were forty or fifty ladies.

tion was respectful, but nothing more ; there was not

the slightest demonstration of any opposite feeling,

but in England it would be called cold, though here

it was not meant to be so. On his presenting himself

to the audience, an Address was read by the mayor,

expressing the sentiments of respect entertained

towardsthe Governor by the inhabitants of Kingston,

and declaring their readiness to co-operate with him

in every measure which should have for its object the

improvement of the country, the calming public

agitation, and the maintenance of British connection.

The Reply to the Address, which had been pre-

viously written, was then handed to the Governor-

General by his secretary, and was read by His

Excellency to the mayor and the inhabitants present.

A similar course was followed with an Address read

on behalf of the Mechanics' Institution of Kingston,

and the Reply to it ; after which, the Governor-

General descended from the judge's seat on the

bench, and standing at the foot of the steps leading

to it, received the several individuals who were pre-

sented to him by the mayor. There was no speech

made by any one ; and the reading of the Addresses

and Replies, not occupying more than fifteen

minutes, the whole proceeding was one of the coldest

kind that I had ever witnessed, where congratulation

and respect was really intended to be expressed, and ;

where nothing like insult or disrespect was meant to

be conveyed, or even insinuated by any of the parties

present.

On the subject of the Bill for uniting the Pro-

vinces of Canada, great differences of opinion pre-

G
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vailed, some hoping all good, some fearing all evil,

from what they regarded as a hazardous experi-

ment ; but amidst all this diversity of opinion, none

failed to acknowledge the great ability of the Gover-

nor-General as a statesman, and his great industry

and aptitude as a practical man of business. Some,

however, doubted the soundness of his judgment-

some questioned his sincerity ; many considered him

to be cunning in the arts of winning assent by per-

sonal influence and tact in the management of indi-

duals ; and still more regarded him as lax in his

morality: some facts that had transpired with respect

to his domestic associates, giving great dissatisfaction

to those who regarded purity of life in any governor,

whether single or married, as of great importance to

the society of a colony, where evil example set by

those in high places, is sure to find imitators in

those who are subordinate in station. These con-

siderations, mingled with great doubt and distrust

as to the beneficial issue of his political measures,

were assigned as the causes of the coldness which

characterized his reception ; and from all I could

learn in conversation with the inhabitants of Kings-

ton, I believe this to be correct.

His Excellency left the town in the afternoon,

proceeding from the hotel on foot to the steamboat,

accompanied by the mayor of the city, and his suite,

in number about a dozen, and embarked at five

o'clock in the steamboat attending him. They then

proceeded on a visit to Niagara, and from thence

to the Lakes Erie and Huron, from whence the

Governor - General proposed to return by way of

Upper Canada to Montreal.
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Departure from Kingston for Montreal-Passage through The

Thousand Islands-Brockville-Prescott-Osnaburgh-Tube

Ferry-Route by land and water towards Montreal- Passage

through Lake St. Francis-Rapids of the St. Lawrence- Boats

and rafts- French Canadians-Dwellings-Farms- Neatness,

cleanliness, love of flowers, and of dress-Fort-Highlanders

of Glengarry-Village of the Cedars-Village population-

French Parish Church-Junction of the Ottawa River with

the St. Lawrence-Embarkation on the Ottawa at the Cascades

-Visit to Mr. Ellice's Seigneury of Beauharnois-Indian village

of Caughnawagha-Journey from Lachine to Montreal- Stay

at this city, and occupations there.

HAVING concluded my labours in Kingston, we left

that city on the morning of Saturday, August 22d,

in the steamer Dolphin, quitting the wharf at half-

past nine. The weather was very beautiful ; and as

we soon got among The Thousand Isles, which here

stretch themselves along the centre of the St. Law-

rence for a distance of forty miles, we had abundant

exercise for all our faculties. The main stream of

the St. Lawrence, as it flows from the western termi-

nation of the Lake Ontario, is about twelve miles

wide ; but it is so thickly studded with islands , that

it is like passing through a vast archipelago rather

than navigating a river. Though this extensive

range bears the name of The Thousand Isles ; it is

said that there are more than 1,600 of them, which
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I can readily believe. The largest of them are from

8 to 10 miles in length, and 4 to 5 in breadth ; and

the smallest of them cover perhaps an acre of space.

They are for the most part rocky, sometimes rising

in abrupt cliffs from the water, and so bold and

steep that you may run the boat near enough

almost to touch the cliffs from the vessel ; a few

only are low and flat, but being nearly all wooded,

they form a perpetual succession of the most roman-

tically beautiful and picturesque groups that can be

conceived. The water of the St. Lawrence is of a

bright greentinge, and beautifully clear, much clearer

than the clearest parts of the Upper Mississippi,

almost indeed as transparent as Lake Huron itself ;

and from its majestic breadth, its rich and varied

scenery, and the settled population seen along its

banks, the St. Lawrence has a grandeur, as well as

a variety and beauty, about it, which no other river

that we had yet seen on this continent possessed in

an equal degree.

After clearingThe Thousand Islands, we continued

down the St. Lawrence, whose stream was here con-

tracted to about two miles in breadth, till we reached

Brockville, a small town on the left bank, in Canada;

and still proceeding onwards, we reached Prescott,

on the same side, and also in Canada, about 4, P. M.

having been seven hours performing a distance of

seventy miles.

We were detained here four hours in waiting for

the arrival of an American steamer from Lewiston,

which did not come as expected, after all. Prescott,

which contains about 2,000 inhabitants, was the

scene of a battle during the late insurrection in
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Canada ; a large party of Canadian insurgents,

aided and joined by several Americans, having come

over from the opposite town of Osnaburgh, in the

State of New York, to attack Prescott ; but they

were signally defeated, and a great number of their

body were killed, wounded, and taken prisoners.

Osnaburgh is somewhat larger than Prescott, and

presents a good appearance from the Canadian side,

across the stream, which is here about two miles in

breadth. A ferry-boat, which is constructed on a

verysimple, but excellent plan, plies between the two

towns. Two long hollow tubes, of about a foot in

diameter, and painted at each end, are placed parallel

to each other on the water, at a distance of from ten

to twelve feet apart. On these tubes a platform is

laid across, surrounded by a railing ; and in the

centre of the whole is a water-wheel or paddle,

between the tubes, worked by a small engine. The

tubes having much less hold of the water than a

boat's hull would have, the whole fabric is propelled

with great speed by small power, because of the

little resistance or friction ; I should conceive it

highly advantageous to introduce this principle more

extensively in steam - rafts on rivers, as combining

economy, speed, and capacity for burden, in a

greater degree than almost any other form of con-

struction . *

*

Since my return to England, and while these sheets are

going through the press, I have had the pleasure to see, at the

Marquis of Northampton's Soirée, as President of the Royal

Society, on Saturday, the 25th of Feb. an ingenious application

of the same principle to a new Life-Buoy, which was composed

of a single metallic tube, or cylinder, of about three feet in

diameter, and twelve feet in length ;-having in the centre a
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We left Prescott at 9 P. M., and, hurried on by a

current going at the rate of about four miles an hour,

we reached a place called Dickenson's Landing,

some miles below Prescott, at two in the morning.

Here we had to leave the boat, and go twelve miles

by a stage-coach, to avoid the Longue Sault, one of

the many turbulent Rapids, by which the navigation

of the St. Lawrence is occasionally interrupted be-

tween Kingston and Montreal. It rained torrents,

and was so dark that it was difficult to see ten yards

ahead, so that our removal and transfer of baggage

was most uncomfortable. There were three stage-

coaches in waiting, and by these we were conveyed

over as rough a road as we ever found in the United

States. The whole distance of our land-journey was

twelve miles, but about midway, from the rough roads

and careless driving, one of the three coaches was

upset, and the passengers much bruised by the fall .

We remained to assist, in the dark and rainy night,

in getting the coach up again, the baggage reloaded,

and the passengers reseated ; and proceeding on our

journey, we reached the place of embarkation below

the Rapid at 4 A. M. Here we embarked in the

Highlander, a larger and better steamboat than the

Dolphin ; but both of them were greatly inferior to

American boats even of the same class.

In this vessel we started at 6 A. M. from Corn-

wall, opposite to which the American border begins

hollow well, like that of the Esquimaux' and other Indians'

fishing-canoes, into which half-a-dozen men might get, and with

the paddles attached to the sides of the buoy, propel themselves

speedily alongside a ship, or tothe shore : while from its light-

ness it would ride easily over the highest surf.
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to recede from the river, the line of 45° of latitude

constituting the boundary line ; passed down the lake

St. Francis, an expansion ofthe St. Lawrence, through

some fine scenery, with a number of large and small

islands scattered over the stream ; and after a short

trip of forty miles, with the British shore now on

both sides, we reached another landing, called the

Couteau du Lac, about 10 A. M. Here we again

disembarked, dividing ourselves among three coaches,

and proceeded along the left bank of the river, the

road winding with the stream, and keeping within

a few yards of its edge. The distance of this land-

journey was sixteen miles, which we performed in

two hours. Nearly the whole of the way we observed

small villages, and single dwellings of the Canadian

peasantry lining the road on the left, while the Rapids

of the St. Lawrence, which this land -journey was

taken to avoid, as no steamboats can pass over them,

varied the picture agreeably on our right. Over

these Rapids we had an opportunity of seeing the

deeply-laden cargo-boats of the country, and large

rafts of timber, carried with the velocity of twenty

miles an hour, in a turbulent and agitated mass of

foaming white waves and breakers.

The dwellings of the Canadians, though humble,

appeared to us to be all characterized by great neat-

ness and cleanliness in their interiors ; the farms

were well fenced, and in better order than we had ex-

pected to find them, after the representations we had

heard of their slovenly mode of cultivation .

peasants themselves were French in their physiog-

nomy, as well as language, and French in their habits

and manners ; so enduring are national peculiarities

The
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even after long subjection to another power. Their

love of flowers was seen in the adornment of their

windows, and the walls and doors of their cottages,

with the geranium, the rose, and the jasmin ; and

their love of dress was evinced in the gay colours

and neat ornaments of the women and children.

We passed, in the course of this ride, a small fort,

at which were stationed a corps of volunteers doing

duty ; these were from the district of Glengarry, a

short distance from this, in the interior, originally set-

tled with Highlanders, and remarkable for their loy-

alty amidst the general disaffection of the French

Canadians, by whom they were surrounded.

About midway ofthe distance between the Couteau

du Lac and the Cascades, to which our land-journey

extended, we passed through the village of Les Ce-

dres, where a large number of the habitans, as the

country-people are called, were assembled in the

village-green. The whole picture was more like the

gathering for a rural fête in some town of Switzerland

or France, than anything we had expected to meet

on the continent of America. The Church being

open, we went to see it, while the stage-coach carried

the mail to the post-office ; and were struck with its

large size, tasteful arrangement, and costly decora-

tions. Though an ordinary parish church of the

village, it was larger than most of the new churches

of London and being very lofty, with an arched

roof, and without side-galleries or pillars, it had an

air of vastness and lightness combined, which was

peculiarly impressive . The altar was richly carved

and gilded, the ceiling was gorgeously ornamented ;

the pulpit was exquisitely carved, yet beautifully
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chaste in its snowy whiteness ; and the principal, as

well as the side-altars, were dressed in excellent

taste. There were pews for the congregation, as in

the English and American churches, though this is

not usual in the Catholic churches of France ; a

large organ and choir occupied the greater portion

of the end-gallery opposite to the altar ; the pictures

were neither too numerous nor too gaudy, though not

of first-rate execution ; and about the whole there was

a harmony and keeping which was at once rich, with-

out being tawdry, and gay and brilliant, without

being deficient in sobriety or solemnity.

At noon, we reached the next place of embark-

ation, which is called the Cascades, it being the

westernmost point of junction, at which the Ottawa,

or Grand River, falls into the St. Lawrence ; two

other branches of the Ottawa going north-eastward,

and dividing the Isle of Jesus from the Island of

Montreal, and both from the continent of the oppo-

site shores. The Ottawa, though a tributary of the

St. Lawrence, is a large river, rising in the latitude

of 48° north, and running in a south-east direction

at least 500 miles, receiving several smaller streams

on both sides in its way. It is on the banks of this

river that the principal part of the timber shipped

from Montreal and Quebec, is hewn, and collected

into rafts to be floated down the stream ; and here

the old race of boatmen, or voyageurs, still linger.

The waters of the Ottawa have a tinge of reddish-

brown, which is strikingly contrasted with the light

green colour of the waters of the St. Lawrence. Atthis

point of their junction, the distinction between the

two streams is as well defined as between the waters
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of the Missouri and Mississippi, and it is said that

this distinction continues visible for more than a

hundred miles below Montreal.

Embarking at the Cascades on another steamer,

we proceeded onward by the St. Lawrence towards

Beauharnois, where we landed to take in wood. The

boat remaining here for some time, we took the

opportunity of going up to the village, walking

around it, and conversing with its inhabitants. This

spot was the scene of a terrible conflagration during

the late rebellion , and we saw several of the houses

remaining just in the state in which they were left

after the fire, without any steps having been since

taken to remove even the rubbish and ashes occa-

sioned by the burning. The estate of Beauharnois,

of which this is the principal village, extends for a

great distance from this spot, covering, it is said,

a space of about eighteen miles square. The Seig-

neury, or ownership, of this large property, was

vested in Mr. Edward Ellice, M.P. for Coventry,

and his son happened to be here at the time of the

rising of the rebels. He was taken prisoner, with

several others, and held for some days in close con-

finement, but supplied with every necessary, and

ultimately released. It is said here that the whole

of this fine property was sold to Mr. Ellice some

years since for less than 10,000l.; that the im-

provements made on it by him, have cost about an

equal sum, making the whole outlay 20,000l.; and

that during the whole of the period it has been in

his possession, he has derived an income of at least

5,000l. a year from it. The whole has been re-

cently sold by him to a Company of Proprietors in



LACHINE. 91

England for about 120,000l. , and these even are

thought to have made a cheap purchase ; -so

valuable is this fine estate, comprising upwards of

200,000 acres of good land, a large portion under

cultivation, with many buildings, and within a few

miles of the city of Montreal. In twenty years

hence, with the infusion of a good class of settlers,

and the judicious application of capital, the value of

this estate may be easily raised to 500,000l.; and in

half a century it can hardly fail to be worth a mil-

lion. Mr. Ellice has the reputation here of having

been a very liberal Seigneur, facilitating every im-

provement, consulting the interests of his tenants,

building for their use both a Catholic and a Pro-

testant place of worship ; looking to the ultimate

rather than immediate profits to be raised from his

property, his efforts have been eminently successful,

while the country cannot fail to be benefited by the

increase of settlers which the Company of Pro-

prietors, to whom this estate is now sold, will no

doubt speedily attract to it.

Leaving Beauharnois, we descended the St. Law-

rence about twenty miles to Lachine, where we were

again obliged to disembark, and take a land-journey

by stage of nine miles, to Montreal, to avoid the

Rapids of the river between this place and the city,

which are impassable by steamboats, and only navi-

gated by cargo-craft and timber-rafts, in which, of

course, there is no accommodation for passengers.

Nearly opposite to Lachine, is the Indian settlement

of Caughnawagha, where about 500 Iroquois Indians

in a semi-civilized state, reside under the government

of a chief, who is paid a certain annuity for himself
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and the tribe, by the British government, in return

for the cession of their lands, and who acts under

instructions from the Governor of the Province, to

whom he is held responsible for the good conduct

of the settlement. These Indians are all Roman

Catholics, and the priest has control over the chief

as well as his people. There is large church, which

looks imposing at a distance, but the dwellings of

the Indians are poor and mean, and the settlement is

miserable and dirty. The same reluctance to labour,

which characterizes the whole race, is observed

among the males at Caughnawagha, the chief bur-

den being thrown upon the females ; and such is the

fondness, in both sexes, for ardent spirits, that in-

toxication is freely indulged in, without the slightest

punishment or even sense of shame, so that there

is little or no hope of their physical or moral im-

provement.

From Lachine we came by a good road, nine

miles to Montreal, the aspect of everything we

observed on the way being perfectly French-the

dwellings, signs, names of streets, physiognomy,

dress, language-all resembling what would be met.

with at the entrance to any provincial town in

France, until we got into the heart of the city,

where some admixture of English persons and Eng-

lish sounds began to be seen and heard. We arrived

at Rasco's hotel about 5 P.M.; having been, therefore,

32 hours from Kingston to Montreal, performing a

distance of about 200 miles, and the fare being 10

dollars each. The house was extremely full, this

being the season of the year in which travellers

from the United States extend their excursions into
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Canada ; but webut we were so fortunate as to obtain

apartments, and were glad enough to repose after

one of the most fatiguing journeys we had for a long

time experienced, arising chiefly from the frequent

shiftings from steamboat to stage-coach, to avoid the

many Rapids of the St. Lawrence, and the want of

sleep on the way.

We remained at Montreal for a fortnight, which

we passed very agreeably, in visiting all the institu-

tions of the city, Catholic and Protestant, in excur-

sions to the Mountain, and other parts of the

neighbourhood, and in the interchange of visits

with those to whom we brought letters of introduc-

tion. We met here, too, as usual, a great number of

persons whom I had known in other countries ; and

among them, one of the members for Coventry, on

a pleasure - excursion from England to visit the

Canadas, and pass by the Lakes on to the Valley

of the Mississippi. Indeed, almost every day brought

some old acquaintance to pay me a visit. I found

among the resident merchants and gentlemen in

official station , the greatest readiness to answer every

inquiry, and facilitate every investigation ; and the

result of my labours during our stay at Montreal

will be found embodied in the following history and

description of the city.
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MONTREAL is one of the oldest settlements on the

North American continent, taking precedence, in

point of date, both over the landing of the Pilgrim

Fathers on the Rock of Plymouth, and the founding

of Jamestown in Virginia by Captain Smith. As

early as the year 1535, it was visited by Cartier, a

French navigator from St. Malo, who had been

engaged in the cod-fishery on the banks of New-

foundland. He sailed from France on the 20th of

April, 1534, with two small vessels of sixty tons

each, and reached Newfoundland in the short space

of twenty days. Passing through the Straits of

Belleisle, he entered the Gulf of St. Lawrence, tra-

versed the Bay of Chaleurs, to which he gave this

name, because of the great heat experienced in it,
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took possession of Gaspé, by erecting a cross there

with the fleur-de-lis, in the name of the King of

France, and prevailed on two native Indians to

return with him to his country. The success of this

first voyage led to a second, in which he sailed from

France with three vessels, on the 19th of May in

the following year, 1535, and entering the great

river of Canada-to which he was the first to give

the name of the St. Lawrence, because it was first

entered on the day dedicated to that saint in the

Roman calendar, namely, the 10th of August-he

passed up as high as where Quebec now stands, and

leaving his vessels there, came up the river in boats,

and on the 3rd of October reached the Indian

settlement of Hochelaga, on the spot where the city

of Montreal now stands.

The Indians then occupying this village, were of

the tribe of Hurons ; their settlement, however, was

very small, not containing more than fifty wigwams,

which are described as being shaped like tunnels,

fifty feet in length by fifteen in breadth, divided into

several chambers, and having a gallery running

round the upper part of each. The whole of the

settlement was encompassed by a circular enclosure,

and guarded by three separate rows of pickets or

wooden stakes, as fences, there being but one en-

trance into the village, and this being guarded with

great care against the attacks of enemies. These

Indians were acquainted with husbandry and fishing,

and lived a stationary life. They received their

white visitors with great courtesy and hospitality ;

but never having before seen men of a different

colour from themselves, everything about their per-



96 CANADA.

sons, dresses, and arms, excited intense curiosity.

Cartier examined the mountain which rises behind

the present city, and which then overlooked the

Indian village of Hochelaga, and was so pleased

with the magnificent prospect from its summit, that

he called it, in honour of the King of France,

Mount Royal, which name it continued to bear for

at least seventy years afterwards, as it is so called in

documents of the year 1690 to 1700 ; but it was

afterwards changed to Montreal, though by whom,

and under what circumstances, does not appear.

Though Cartier had formed the idea of establish-

ing a French settlement here, at the period of his

visit, his speedy return to France prevented its

execution at that time, and it was not until more

than a century afterwards, in 1640, that it actually

took place. In the mean while, Canada, from being

originally a French possession, had for a short time

become English, and then reverted to its original

occupants again. It was in 1629, in the reign of

Charles the First of England, that the whole of New

France, as it was then called, fell into the hands of

the English, by capture ; but in 1632, it was restored

to the French, by the peace of St. Germain-en-Laye,

the treaty of which was signed onthe 29th of March,

in that year.

In 1640, the King of France ceded the whole of

the Island of Montreal to a Company, consisting of

thirty-five individuals, who had associated themselves

for the purpose of colonizing the settlement as

Missionaries, and propagating the Christian religion

among the Indians. Several French families were

induced to come out as settlers also, under the aus-
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pices of Mons. de Maisonneuve, who was appointed

Governor ofthe Colony, then confined tothe Island,

and thus the germ of a new community was formed.

In 1642, the spot selected for building the new

French town, which was close to the Indian village

of Hochelaga, was consecrated by the Superior of the

Jesuits. This ceremony took place on the 29th of

May, on the Island of Montreal ; but it had been

preceded by a similar ceremony in Paris, about three

months before, when the thirty-five Associates went

together to the Church of Notre Dame, and suppli-

cated the Virgin Mary to take the Island of Mont-

real under her protection. A further ceremony was

observed, by the same persons, on the Island itself,

on the 15th of August, in the same year, on the

Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin ; and all the

pomp and pageantry of the Catholic worship was

put forth in its most imposing form, to impress the

Indians with an exalted idea of the new religion

which they were called upon to embrace.

In 1644, the whole of the property of the Island

of Montreal, was transferred by the Associates, to

whom it had been granted by the King of France,

to the Society of the St. Sulpicians at Paris ; and by

them it was conveyed to the Seminary of the St. Sul-

picians, a branch of their own order, then at Mont-

real. In their hands it has continued ever since,

not having been disturbed by the English conquest

of the Province, or by any legislative enactment ;

and to remove all doubt respecting their legal right

and title to the property, which had begun to be

questioned or disputed, there has been recently issued,

by the Governor-General in Council, an Ordinance
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of Incorporation, granting to the Seminary of St.

Sulpice, the whole of the Seigneury of the Island of

Montreal, with all the rights and privileges thereunto

appertaining.

As the European inhabitants of Montreal began

to increase, they attracted the attention of the In-

dians of the neighbouring tribes to their settlement,

and the Iroquois being tempted to attack them,

they soon found the necessity of fortifying their

position, which they did at first simply with stockades,

but afterwards with a stone wall, fifteen feet high,

with battlements and gates, affording abundant

security. Montreal then became the chief mart for

the fur-trade with the Indians of the Ottawa river

and its tributaries ; and a large fair was held here

from June till August : but though large profits were

made by the French traders through these fairs,

great injury occurred to the health and morals of the

Indians, who were here first made acquainted with

the use of ardent spirits ; and here, as they have

done everywhere, wherever this poison has been in-

troduced, they have committed such excesses, as to

be intoxicated as long as the supply of the destructive

poison lasted ; and to have contracted a fondness for

it, which no time or subsequent experience seems to

have the power to destroy,

In 1657, the Abbé Quetus arrived from France

with authority from the Order of St. Sulpicians, in

Paris, to effect snch improvements as might be

deemed desirable ; and it was by him that the

Seminary of St. Sulpice was first built here, avowedly

for the education and conversion of the Indians, but

also for educating young men to the priesthood, and
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supplying clergy to the parishes, as well as founding

a hospital for the diseased of all classes ; in which

benevolent labours they were greatly assisted by

large donations from pious individuals in France.

In 1689, Montreal was the scene of a horrible

massacre of its inhabitants by the Iroquois Indians,

a body of whom, to the extent of 1,200, invaded the

island on the 26th of July, in that year, and attack-

ing the town, put to death by the tomahawk and the

war-club upwards of a thousand of the French,

including men, women, and children, and carried off

twenty-six prisoners, whom they reserved for a more

horrible death, and burnt alive at the stake ! Char-

levoix, the French historian of the times, adds also,

that these monsters actually ripped open the wombs

of pregnant women, and tore from thence their

unborn infants, whom they roasted alive in the pre-

sence of their expiring mothers, and compelled those

who had strength enough left to move, to turn their

own offspring round before the fire !!

In 1720, Montreal contained 3,000 inhabitants,

and in 1757, these had increased to 5,000 . In 1760,

about a year after the surrender of Quebec to the

British, after the battle in which General Wolfe

was killed, Montreal was invested by three detach-

ments, coming from opposite directions, and all

under brave and skilful officers. General Murray,

with a force from Quebec ; General Amherst, with

a force from Oswego, then a British post ; and

Colonel Haviland, from the opposite shore of the

St. Lawrence. The French commandant, Governor

Vaudreuil, proposed a capitulation, and the terms

being mutually agreed on, the city was given up to

H 2
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the British, without a battle, on the 8th of September,

1760 ; Quebec having surrendered on the 18th of

September, 1759.

In 1765, a terrible fire broke out in Montreal,

on the 16th of May, by which, in a very few hours,

no less than 108 houses were destroyed, and 215

families reduced to great distress. A subscription

for their relief was opened in England ; and His

Majesty, George the Third, contributed 500l. to the

list. The loss by the fire exceeded 100,000l. In less

than three years after this, another extensive fire

occurred, breaking out on the 11th of April, 1768 ;

by which ninety houses were consumed, two churches,

and a large charity-school ; and the distress occa-

sioned by this second conflagration was even greater

than by the first. In addition to this, immense

losses were sustained by the inhabitants, who were

holders of the Government paper-money of that day,

called " card-money." This had been used for

thirty years before the conquest of Canada, for the

payment of all the civil and military expenses of the

colony, in the nature of drafts made by the French

Intendant on the Royal Treasury at Paris ; which

circulated as freely, and with as much confidence in

their validity, as if they were gold or silver. But a

fraudulent issue of these having been made for his

own private purposes, beyond the necessary expense

of the colony, by the Intendant, named Bigot, to

whom the entire management of its finances had

been entrusted, they were refused payment, by order

of the King at the French Treasury ; and the unfor-

tunate holders never realized more than 4 per cent.

of the original value of their notes, so that many
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persons accustomed to affluence were by this calamity

reduced to bankruptcy and want, without the slightest

hope of redress.

In 1775, the revolution of the United States

against Great Britain being then in progress, Mont-

real was attacked by the American General, Mont-

gomery, and there being but few troops in the town,

it was surrendered to him on the 18th of November.

It remained in possession of the revolutionary force

until the month of May in the following year, when

reinforcements arriving from England, it was re-

taken. Soon after this, the peace of 1783 gave

general tranquillity to all the remaining possessions

of the British in this quarter. From this period,

the trade and population of Montreal gradually

increased ; and the French inhabitants appeared

to be perfectly reconciled to the authority of their

new rulers.

In 1787, the late King William the Fourth, then

Prince William Henry, visited Quebec in the Pega-

sus, of 28 guns, of which he was then commander ;

and proceeding up the St. Lawrence to Montreal,

he entered it on the 8th of September, and was

received with great honour as a member of the Royal

Family of England.

During the war with the United States from 1812

to 1814, Montreal was several times threatened, and

twice in great danger from hostile attacks ; but

happily the city escaped them all, and at the peace a

new impetus was given to the increase of her trade

and population.

In 1819, a most remarkable phenomenon occurred

at Montreal, which infused terror into all classes.
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It

According to the account given of it by the Journals

of the day, it must have been most alarming.

was on the morning of Sunday, the 8th of November,

that the sun rose of a pink colour, seen through a

hazy atmosphere, and with a greenish tinge on all

the clouds that were visible ; this was succeeded by

a dense mass of black clouds, from whence descended

heavy rains, depositing on the earth large quantities

of a substance that had the appearance and smell of

common soot. On Tuesday the 9th, the same phe-

nomenon was repeated, but with more intensity. The

rising-sun was of a deep orange colour ; the clouds

in the heavens were some green and others of a pitchy

blackness ; the sun then alternated between a blood

red and a deep brown colour ; and at noon it was so

dark, that candles were obliged to be lighted in all

the houses. All the brute animals appeared to be

struck with terror ; and uttered their fears in mourn-

ful cries, as they hurried to such places of shelter as

were within their reach. At three o'clock it was as

dark as night ; and out of the pitchy clouds proceeded

lightnings more vivid, and thunders more loud, than

had ever before been heard, causing the floors of the

houses to tremble to such a degree, as to throw those

who were seated or standing off their feet. After

this, torrents of rain fell, bringing masses of the same

sooty substance noticed before ; a short period of

light followed, and after this, at 4 o'clock it was as

dark as ever. The ball at the top of the steeple of

the Roman Catholic church was next seen enveloped

in flames ; the fire-alarm was given by all the bells

in the city, and the cry of " fire " was repeated in

every street. The populace rushed to the open
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square, near the Church, called the " Place d'Armes ;"

and every one seemed impressed with a belief, that

some great convulsion of nature was about to take

place, or that the last day was at hand. The iron

cross, which was sustained by the ball on fire, soon

fell on the pavement with a loud crash, broken into

many pieces ; the rain again descended in torrents,

blacker even than before ; and as the water flowed

like ink through the streets and gutters, it carried

along on its surface a foam like that produced by the

violent action of the sea. The night was darker

than ever ; and the fate ofthe buried cities of Her-

culaneum and Pompeii seemed to be awaiting the

town of Montreal ! Fortunately, however, the fol-

lowing day was light and serene ; though it required

some time to tranquillize the fears, which these sin-

gular, and hitherto unexplained appearances, had

very naturally engendered. It is said that many of

the towns east and west of this, as far indeed as

Kingston on the one hand, and Quebec on the other,

had witnessed something of these appearances ; but

they were nowhere exhibited with so much intensity

as at Montreal.

In 1832, this city was visited by the Asiatic cho-

lera, and about 2,000 persons were carried off by it

between June and September in that year ; the

burials on the 19th of June, amounting to 149, out of

a population of 28,000. Indeed it is asserted, that of

the inhabitants in Lower Canada, then amounting

to about half a million, a greater number had been

swept away by this disease, in the short space of

three months, than had fallen by the same scourge

among the population of England, embracing up-
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wards of fifteen millions, in double that space of

time.

In 1837, the first overt acts of the rebellion of

Lower Canada, were committed in Montreal. On

Monday, the 6th ofNovember in that year, a party

of about 300 persons, calling themselves " The Sons

of Liberty," issued forth from a building in St.

James's Street, in which they had assembled ; and

being armed with pistols, sabres, and other weapons,

they attacked whoever fell in their way, and literally

swept the streets clear for a time. The loyal inha-

bitants, however, soon rallied, and the military

coming to their aid, the insurgents were speedily

dispersed. Some of the more zealous of the

Government party proceeded to the office of The

Vindicator, a journal that had assisted in the pro-

pagation of seditious sentiments ; and destroying

its presses and types by violence, they thus ren-

dered it powerless for the future.
At night, peace

was restored ; and the city itself, after that, was not

again the scene of actual warfare, the insurgents

confining their operations to the smaller towns.

Since the suppression of the rebellion, Montreal

has been perfectly tranquil ; and as, by the Union

of the Provinces, it is likely to become the seat

of the general government, instead of Quebec or

Toronto, at which the respective Legislatures of

Lower and Upper Canada previously held their

sittings, it is probable that it will increase in popu-

lation, wealth, and importance, in a much greater

ratio than heretofore.
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THE City of Montreal is seated on the south-east

side of the island of the same name, with the river

St. Lawrence flowing before it, from south-west to

north-east, from a mile and half to two miles in

breadth. The junction of the Ottawa or Grand

River with the St. Lawrence, encompasses two large

islands, and several of a smaller size. The two

large ones are the Isle of Jesus, which is nearest to

the northern, and the Isle of Mount Royal, which

is nearest to the southern and eastern shore, with

navigable channels for small vessels between each.

The hill called Mount Royal rises behind the town
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to the north-west, and forms a prominent object in

the picture from every point of view. It is about

550 feet in elevation above the stream, is well wooded

over the greatest part of its extent, and its side

towards the St. Lawrence is dotted with many beau-

tiful villas and gardens, which add much to the

charm of the landscape, while the view from its

summit is extensive and picturesque in the extreme.

The island is about twenty-eight miles in length, ten

miles in its greatest breadth, and seventy miles in

circumference ; and its fertility is such as to give it

the name of the Garden of Canada. The island is

divided into ten parishes, each having its parish

church, vicar, and curés, according to the original

apportionment of the ecclesiastical authorities of the

Catholics. The Seigneury, or feudal lordship of

the manor, belongs chiefly to the Seminary of the

St. Sulpicians ; and yields a large revenue toward the

support of their order and the Catholic church.

The town extends along the border of the river

for about three miles, including the suburbs and

inward from the water a breadth of about a mile and

quarter, covering an area of about a thousand acres

of land. The principal streets run nearly north-east

and south-west, almost parallel to the stream of the

St. Lawrence, which runs a little more northerly.

The principal street is called Notre Dame Street,

and this goes along a ridge elevated about fifty feet

above the river's bank ; while below it, nearer the

water, and almost parallel to it, but with greater

irregularities in its line, runs St. Paul's Street . The

former is the principal promenade of fashion, in

which are the best shops , the principal churches,
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and the public edifices. The latter is the chief

street of the merchants, in which the Custom-house,

and the largest stores and warehouses , are placed.

From this ridge, along the summit of which Notre

Dame Street leads, you look down to the south-east

over a gradual declivity to the river ; and on the

other side, or north-west, you also look down over

a gradual declivity to the plain or valley of the land ;

the lateral streets from St. Paul's sloping upwards

to Notre Dame, and downwards from Notre Dame

to the plain on the land-side, crossing the longitudi-

nal streets at right angles. There are six suburbs,

though these are all included within the City boun-

dary, and, like the fauxbourgs of Paris, they form

continuous parts of the same town. These are the

Quebec Suburb, on the north-east ; the St. Law-

rence Suburb, on the north-west ; and the Suburbs

of St. Antoine, St. Joseph, St. Ann, and Recollet,

on the south-east and south-west.

All the older parts of the town are as irregular,

and the streets as narrow, as in the oldest towns of

France ; but in the more modern parts of the City,

the streets are much broader and more regular in

their lines of direction. The Rue Notre Dame,

which is nearly a mile long, and is by far the finest

avenue in the whole, is only thirty feet broad ; and

St. Paul's, which is the next in importance, is still

narrower. Some of the lanes and alleys leading from

this down to the river, are barely sufficient for a

horse and cart to go through, obliging the passenger

who meets it to shrink back against the wall to avoid

coming in contact with the wheels, reminding him

of some of the narrowest lanes leading out of Cheap-
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side and the neighbourhood of St. Paul's Cathedral,

in London. Craig Street and McGill Street, are

however, from sixty to eighty feet broad ; and with

these examples, no doubt all future additions to the

City will be on a similar scale. The streets are in

general wretchedly paved, full of deep holes and

inequalities ; so that a drive over them in one of the

calechés of the town, might be imposed as a penance,

from the violent shaking it gives the whole frame.

In some parts ofthe City the streets are macadamized,

and these are sufficiently smooth and agreeable ; but

the material used being limestone and not granite,

is too easily pulverized, and is, therefore, subject to

the double inconvenience of being very muddy in

wet weather, and very dusty in dry. The side-

walks are necessarily very narrow, and most of them

broken and irregular also ; so that neither driving

nor walking can be much enjoyed in the streets of

Montreal.

The houses are chiefly built of the grey lime-

stone, with which the adjoining mountain abounds ;

the older buildings, of irregularly shaped blocks,

united with cement, and the interstices filled up

with smaller stones ; but the more recent build-

ings are of squared and hewn blocks, well dressed or

smoothed, and united in the best style of masonry.

The roofs are mostly covered with tin-plate, in the

shape of slate-tiles, or wooden shingles ; and as the

dryness of the climate and remoteness from the sea,

occasions it to preserve its brightness for many years

without rust, the roofs and spires give out a dazzling

whiteness in the bright sunshine, which is at once

novel and agreeable. The modern shops, or stores
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as they are called here, where the American phra-

seology is strangely mingled with the French, are

many of them as large and as handsome as in New

York or Philadelphia ; and the greatest number of

them are lighted with gas, though that improvement

has not yet been introduced into the lighting of

the streets. In most of the older warehouses, iron

shutters and doors are used, as preventives to the

spread of fire ; and the tin roofs are partly adopted

because of their saving houses from the risk of con-

flagration bythe falling of sparks, which so often

spread the ravages of fire in cities, where wooden

roofs are common, though economy and durability

are its chief recommendations.

Of the public edifices of Montreal, the churches

form the most prominent ; and of these, the new

Catholic cathedral is the largest and most important.

The order of the architecture is Norman Gothic,

and the whole of the exterior is remarkably plain.

The front presents itself to the west near the centre

of Notre Dame Street, and opposite the open square

called the Place d'Armes, by which means its façade

is shown to great advantage. The loftiness of the

arcades at the entrance, which are about fifty feet in

height, give it an imposing air ; but at present it

wants the finish of its towers, to give it all the effect

which these, when completed, will produce.

size ofthe building is large, being 255 feet in length,

135 feet in breadth, and 72 feet in height ; the two

front towers on the west being intended to be 220

feet high. The interior is arranged and decorated

in extremely bad taste. The body of the ground-

floor, which slopes by a gradual descent from the

The
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door to the altar, the whole length of the building,

is filled with pews ; and a double row of side gal-

leries rising one over the other, as in a theatre, con-

tains other pews, there being 504 on the ground-

floor, and 370 in each of the galleries, making in

the whole 1,244, capable of seating comfortably

8,000 persons ; and with the occupation of the

aisles and passages, which are very broad, affording

space enough for 10,000 persons under the same

roof.

The galleries are sustained by large clustered

pillars, which are painted in the worst taste, to

resemble blue and white clouded marble ; the pews

are of a dark yellow colour, and the ornaments of

deep brown, producing a most tawdry effect. Even

the great east window, the size of which is 64 feet

in height by 32 in breadth, is rendered mean and

vulgar in its appearance, by the paintings of its 36

compartments executed as transparencies instead of

the rich-coloured glass of the ancient cathedrals of

Europe.

The roof is groined, and is SO feet in height, but

it wants the rich carving and gilding of the older

edifices to cover its nakedness. The space enclosed

for the high altar is large, and within it are ranges

of semicircular seats for the inferior clergy and

assistants, of whom there are sometimes a hundred

present, in surplices and caps ; but the principal altar

and all the smaller ones, of which there are seven

in different parts of the church, are greatly inferior

to what the scale of the building would lead one to

expect. The organ also is small and without strength

or beauty of tone, while the chanting was inferior
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to that of the smallest Catholic churches in Europe.

The pulpit is attached to one of the side-pillars on

the north, about the middle of the cathedral, and hav-

ing no stairs to ascend up from below, access to it

can only be had through the northern lower gallery,

on a level with which it is placed. The preacher

has no portion of the congregation facing him as he

stands, except those in the opposite gallery ; all those

in the gallery from the front of which he speaks,

being behind him, and all those in the lower part of

the church having their faces to the altar at the

east, while he is looking south, or at right angles

across their heads. While the exterior of the build-

ing is imposing from its size, and chaste in its sim-

plicity, the interior is more awkwardly arranged than

any similar edifice I remember. The cathedral was

cominenced in 1824, and was opened for worship in

1829, when high mass was performed, and an oration

delivered, in presence of nearly the whole of the

Canadian Catholic clergy. The then British Gover-

nor of Lower Canada, Sir James Kempt, and his

official staff of civil and military officers, with up-

wards of 8,000 inhabitants of the city, also attended .

Besides the cathedral, there are three other

Roman Catholic churches : that of St. James's, called

the Bishop's church, as Montreal was erected into a

bishopric in 1836, in which church the bishop per-

forms divine worship ;-the Recollet church, in

which the Irish Catholics chiefly assemble ; -and the

church of Notre Dame de Bon Secours, principally

frequented by the French ; while all classes of

Catholics attend the cathedral.

The Protestant Episcopal church, called Christ
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church, forms one of the ornaments of Notre Dame

Street, on the opposite side to that on which the

large cathedral stands, and a little north of it. It

was commenced in 1805, but suspended for want of

funds till 1812, when a parliamentary grant of

4,000l. enabled the builders to proceed, and in 1814

it was first opened for public worship. In 1818, it

was erected by letters patent from the Greal Seal in

England, into a parish church and rectory, making

the rector, churchwardens, and members for the

time being, a body corporate, to manage all its pecu-

niary affairs. The church is 120 feet in length by

80 in breadth, and the tower and spire rises to a

height of 204 feet. The front is a simple Doric in

the exterior, with pilasters and pediment, as there

was not depth enough for a portico, the building

receding only a few feet within the line of the street.

The interior is Corinthian ; and the pews, galleries,

pulpit, and altar, are all remarkable for their chaste-

ness of design and good taste in decoration, while

the organ, procured from London at an expense of

1,500l., is one of the best in the country.

There are three Scotch churches belonging to the

Established Kirk of Scotland. The oldest of these

was opened in 1792, and from its steeple, it is said

the first Protestant bell was sounded in Canada.

The second, called St. Andrew's, was opened in

1807 ; and the third, called St. Paul's, the hand-

somest of the whole, was opened in 1835. They

will each contain about 750 persons, and their

united congregations are much larger than that of

the Episcopal church .

The Wesleyan Methodists, who are also in con-
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nection with the present body in England, and under

the direction of the Conference at home, have three

churches. The principal one of these is nearly in

the centre of the city, in St. James's Street. It is

a very handsome building, with Doric portico, and

good exterior, while the interior is extremely elegant

and commodious. It cost about 5,000l. , and will

seat a thousand persons. The other two churches

of the Wesleyans are, one in the northern section of

the City, the Quebec Suburbs ; and another in the

southern quarter, or St. Ann's Suburbs, and all of

them have large congregations.

There is an American Presbyterian church, which

was first opened in 1826, a Baptist church, opened

in 1831 , and a Congregational or Independent

church, opened in 1835, besides a Scotch Secession

church, opened in 1836, all well sustained and well

attended. There is also a small synagogue for the

Jews.

It will be seen, therefore, from the dates attached

to these several churches, that of late years, increas-

ing provision has been made for Protestant worship-

pers ; and that while the Catholic population is

thought to amount to 20,000, and the Protestant

population to not more than 10,000, there is more

ample accommodation for the latter than for the

former, in the various buildings that are scattered

over the City and its suburbs ; so that no Protestant

inhabitant can be distant more than a quarter of a

mile from a Protestant place of worship.

The Roman Catholic establishments of a benevo-

lent nature, are among the most ancient of the City ;

they are numerous, large, richly endowed, and well

I
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conducted. They consist of the Seminary, the Col-

lege, the Petite Seminaire, and three Nunneries-

the Hotel Dieu, the Black Nunnery, and the Grey

Nunnery. By the courtesy of the Superior of the

St. Sulpicians, and the attention of one of the

brotherhood, who accompanied us on our visits, we

had the privilege of seeing each of these establish-

ments, and examining into all their details.

The most ancient is the Nunnery of the Hotel

Dieu, which was founded in 1644, by Madame de

Bouillon, for the reception and care of the sick and

diseased poor, of all nations, and of both sexes. It

is situated nearly in the centre of the city, and

covers a large area of 468 feet by 324. The funds

by which it is sustained are derived from rents of

lands and houses, belonging to the Hotel from origi-

nal endowments, assisted occasionally by grants from

the Provincial Legislature. Nothing could exceed

the cleanliness, neatness, and comfort of the several

wards in which the sick and aged are accommodated

here ; and the Dispensary of Medicines was the

most perfect in its arrangement that I ever remember

to have seen. The Sisters, as they are called, by

whom the establishment is conducted, are in number

thirty-seven, one of whom is the Superior. They

are what are called Cloistered Nuns, never leaving

the building and the garden attached to it, but

devoting themselves entirely to religious worship,

and the care of the sick and infirm. They dress in

a black habit, with a broad collar, plain, but of snowy

whiteness, extending over the bosom and neck, a

white frontlet covering the brow close down to the

eye-brows, and a black gauze veil thrown back over
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the head. The ages of those we saw, varied between

thirty and fifty. Their duties are severe, and their

diet scanty and simple. In the chapel attached to

the convent, which is richly ornamented, they have

mass celebrated every day, and offices of devotion at

three separate periods besides. From each of the

sick wards there are large windows leading into

galleries of the chapel, from whence the altar can be

seen, and the music and prayers heard, by those who

are too sick or too infirm to go to the chapel itself.

The admissions to the Hospital are limited only by

the extent of their accommodations, which will

receive about a hundred persons. Those who enter

it are supported gratuitously, and supplied with food

and medicine for as long as they may require it ; and

as soon as those who are cured leave the Hospital,

there are always others to fill their places.

The candidates for the Sisterhood are chiefly

Canadians ; but sometimes French and Irish. They

must be well recommended for piety and morals,

and undergo a probation of five years, after which,

if their conduct is approved, they are received into

the Sisterhood, and take the black veil, making, at

the same time, three vows, one of chastity, one of

poverty, and one of seclusion and devotion to the

care of the sick and infirm. Two of the Sisters are

at all times together, in each ward, day and night,

relieving each other in watches of four hours ; and

none are exempt from this duty except the Lady

Superior, whose constant superintendence during

the day furnishes her with abundant occupation.

They appear to be very happy, and are under no

physical restraint, as the gate of the Nunnery is

12
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always open in the daytime, and there is nothing to

prevent the escape of any Sister who desired it, but

no such attempt has ever been made.

The Black Nunnery, or Convent of Notre Dame,

is the next in order of date, having been founded in

1653, by Madame Marguerite Burgeois, accompa-

nied by some young ladies whom she brought with

her from France, to form a seminary for female

education. This Nunnery is also in the centre of

the City, fronting the street of Notre Dame, and

covering an area of 433 feet by 234.
These are

not cloistered nuns ; though living in community,

and making vows of chastity and poverty, they are

not secluded, but go out as occasion requires, and

attend worship publicly at the cathedral. There is

a Superior and eighty Sisters in the whole ; but not

more than forty are usually resident at the Nunnery ;

the remainder being sent to the surrounding villages

as missionaries, to superintend the education of

female children there, and usually going in pairs.

At the time of our visit ( September 2nd), the pupils

had just begun to return to school from the summer

vacation ; and about half the number only, or eighty,

were present . These varied between ten and eighteen

years of age ; and though chiefly Canadians, included

some from New York and other parts of the United

States. They were in general good-looking, healthy,

clean, dressed in a neat uniform of blue striped ging-

ham, with black silk aprons, and appeared cheerful

and happy. Their course of education embraces all

the usual branches of useful and ornamental instruc-

tion ; and from the specimens of music, writing,

embroidery, and other productions, that we witnessed,
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we were disposed to infer that they were well

instructed. There are about one hundred and sixty

boarders, and forty day-scholars ; and the expense

of board and tuition does not exceed 201. sterling

per annum. The receipts from education are not

quite sufficient to sustain the establishment, as in the

villages, the Sisters teach the children of the poor

gratuitously ; but the deficiency is made up from the

funds of the St. Sulpicians ; as this Convent has no

endowments besides the building and its accessaries.

The Sisters dress in a black habit, with a white

handkerchief surrounding the face, an apron with

dark blue and white stripes, and a black hood and

veil. In this dress they are often seen in the

streets, and at the cathedral, and hence the name

of the Black Nuns is given to them by the inhabit-

ants, from the black habit and veil of the order.

The Grey Nunnery is a larger establishment than

either ofthe preceding, though more recent in point

of date. It lies farther removed from the centre of

the town, towards the south, and occupies a most

agreeable situation, near the banks of the river.

The history of its foundation is thus detailed.

A Canadian lady, Madame Jourville, being left a

widow at the age of 28, though possessed of a large

patrimonial fortune, formed the determination to

retire from the world, and devote herself entirely to

the duties of religion and benevolence. She is said

to have been handsome, dignified, and accomplished ;

and to have possessed such influence among her sex,

as soon to be able to prevail on several others of her

own age, and similarly circumstanced as to fortune,

to unite their property into one common fund, to
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devote this to purposes of charity, to bind themselves

by vows to the fulfilment of their respective duties,

as superintendant and assistants of a Charitable

Asylum, and to support themselves by their own

industry. This being determined on, in 1737 they

took a large house in the City, where they all resided,

and commenced their labours, with six old and des-

titute individuals, whom they took under their care.

About ten years after this, the zeal of these bene-

volent ladies having increased rather than diminished,

they undertook to incorporate with their own infant

institution, a much older and larger one that had

fallen into debt and disorder, though conducted by

some French ecclesiastics under the title of the

Freres Charrons ; and by the liberality, zeal, and

prudent management of Madame Jourville and her

exemplary Sisters, the debt was redeemed, funds were

accumulated, patients were increased, and in a short

time, accommodation, food, and medicine was fur-

nished to upwards of a hundred sick and infirm

persons.

In addition to a hospital for the diseased, it was

subsequently made both a Foundling and an Orphan

Asylum, and the circumstance which led to this

extension of its charities is said to have been this.

Madame Jourville was one day in the winter going

from the Hospital into the city, on a visit ; and saw

in her way, an infant abandoned by its unfeeling

parents, stuck fast in the ice, with its little hands

raised up in an imploring attitude, and a poniard

passing through its throat. It was quite dead, but

was brought by Madame Jourville to the hospital,

to show to the Sisters, and to be decently interred .
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