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'".rOE Arlministration~ of Sir JA)IES p'EXn? 

('I ,4 G, <llld Sir GEOHGE PHEVOST, cOIl1,Jre­

hend the JIlost intere-;tillg perioJ in the ,\nna!9 

of this Prayinct'. The following memoirs COIl­

tain the principal events IIhich characterise that 

period and althouoh they ma not be found so 

circlllll~tal tial as JIlight be desired, it is hoped 

they will 110t be unacceptable to the Public, to 

wlH'"e ill u],,;cnce l..e Atidl"r ,no,t lesl1ec,;ull,J 

submits tHem. 
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CflAPTJ:lt T. 

A HR1Y.o\ t. (If !=Iir .':nnr'! Trf"nry ('rni~. l\f('('tin~ of lht' Prolinrinl P81'1iR:~ 
flu',:!. ni~l'U' It II- 11 lilt" A"i"'mlo1.) n'latmj( W llu· 1 I (' tn! tot '!~'flj!' .u.\ 

J 1\, •. ~-l'lul~ltnt;(,n.--nt'('It(tIl· 0'Iu1 mf'rlJl'!~ul thl' J'I,.\', PHl\!!:r :.1 1'.1.1 "l~ 
n·f'III. 1"i1rthcr d i~l'I,,~ioll~ Oil I ht' 11f"(>1l011 "f J "d"'I'~' .'lei .1 ('\\'. Thf' A t' lJ~j 11 
i ct,~ I hl·,j. l.1l'('I;ull. -'If'rtil't;.,r u ... "('\\ '";ulmmrut. on"r of 'hI" ,,~ 
"'11,1.:\ '" IHI)' Ihf' (",d I.H. 'flu' "ppOin IIlt'n! nl'ln .\g(,UllII Lngland CUQ ... 
&.u.ltll',I. llc~lIrcs r("1K'cti~n. Ju ,e. Wild diaoolulloll, 

CIIAPTrR n. 
""a Ilrf'~ or th· A<fmiri~lr:l!itln UIlO Iml;n • .;(".ml'I't of tf'\'('r.'!1 IH'ru\ns. T':& 

G." 'I Ilr' Pn.daln;I'·clI'. Proc('t'dn~ 101 ". ("nurl Itf h.1"~" Ro'Il('h 81 (,)-'#_ 
b. ,", Till' .lude"IUI' Bonor) r'f"dI 1If'< bh Ikc ,',11. Pri~on, n at '1(!1ltr(ili r~~ 
). ;.-d. MN'IIf:(' uf II" f\t \\ 1't(\'incI31 P.\ h ,UI('n', Til(' r;"\I·rllflr'. "'P" rh~ 
.AI' 'H'r of ,ht''' ·m·j!),. T'" '~"\I""ClL ' rql!.\. B.:I rc'''(krin~ In,I.... "I". 
1.·~i"IC' to a ~('nl ill Ihl" _\ '1111>1,. PrOW~tlllnU of Parhamcut. Thi' Go\cr. 
hUl'. Ul'l,arture for LOlj;liilld. IIh [unrncll'r. 

CIIAPTrR lit . 

• 0\ n:'-1l1 (If C;;ir ClrnrJtt' Prf'\·01'I. l::Ij"r G, n('ral BNll"\: Il,~nmr~ t!lf' (;I\\·rrn. 
D" ('11 111;"10- r.('.;ul:uJR. _ Th' O(\l: MIn m:Hw- thl" tmll' 01 I~r l'1" ... r.O, I t.. 
:r. r ''''~''f Ih(" Prt,~," ... ta l Pari amt'I:I. plor ... rdll1~ofl"I· \~ .-",hl P 0_ 
".'lIIIOIi. JjC-'H' \ \h--illl'. J\I!1j ia I_mhcrlu·rl. JJITlar,llic'll I ''t., '\ 1\111 .... 
ri'"Il. (;,' \I·rnHr,l_'ll,hl. fbI"' Irti·I ... I1"'f'. <\1111.1 B,II \.-t. n ot 11' I f' ". 

L.p[llIt' of 'lidllliimad .. iIl8('". 1,,\.u.lOII uf t 'I!,N.C, II ,I". HI .t, a ... lthe 
) Iicn1\". n.IIII,· of '\"'!::""az,). Capture uf Dr I"I.lIt. A,mhtlcC. li,. r'JI.:CUoQ 
. ,) HIC .\lbL'tlt'An LL.u .. ~t1L 

• Vario1lQ nC'('lIrren('I"'<. n,lulf' of QU(,,{,"~IO" n. n .. ath of n"nrrnl nrnt'k. nit 
Cli"r-.cln. C;"/wnd ~I" i1li, n~'I~mr ti;l"'_ (\ IlII1IiU II in l l)", .. r_('; I'<ld;l. .t\:. 
1. 1'11. :11 S,. RI·e;". "d~:I!,t'I' tit Ihl' Alnt"r'(',111 "WH I" ,T,., .... " r, IJf·dtb'·'Il. 
I I (' "ion III thl' "", m~;"1 L(I r I~. (i.-ro",,,1 SI.l) ,'/> f.Urn;p' " n,\;t,I t ·11'" 

),,,"1' (·;,n:\dn. 'IN': in~ of the Pro\llIcl31 Parl13lnt'lIt, Procel;Jiu~ of the Ai .. 
~ ... rr.bl)'. Pronlg:ltiun, 

CflA MER V. 

n 111 .. (If f'rC'orhtnwn, nor'! rlrf":J,1 of "1(' >\mrr;r:","~ nn;!.'r '"',,1" rat Win .. 
('!I t" It"f. Th .. (;o\{'m..,r \I'il Vr LJt"r Ca: _tld.' L p- '1, (l I'" "h. 
f "Jllllfr of) I>rJ.. b, Iht" f'lIf'R., ·\It:'lCL. '11111 f .. '\U('U .... /I "1 {-, It r;" .. I , "c 
..A muic;;u . J"lio,,,'oili(lll a~ain" ':ld. t' Ibrhon ... Batik :.111 \ .... ~ 
n . 1!l i.'\llt aluh.k "I'(ln ,,, .. t'lH"m\'" Call'I' a' \0;, .... "~ ('h'l'k 10)- L1I'tI. (',.',.,,('1 
JI ... ~f". \UnlrAI I:"-:urr Dam~.4. ~:l' I. 1'1'(1 TImrk I orl. b,' LW01." 1-,. 
11"1 Bi'h"JlI •. utll ,1",1111 uf "':1t OljkrT. .o\tI:· L,:I' I'''wr:r ' :"I:fl'.,L._~, Cc.p. 
tn"" flil',.- f1W\' I"T al,,1 La~ll' n ... " I. re (j,U' \('IZ It t ,(,"IN o[ PI :-'I , b r ·h. 
('t :un,:l:un an;! ",,:wt-lr • \ IIllir Ilf (fOO:i',' (;n·t:);.. Death of tUlltalli :\hllles, 
:..\al"Oi.J occurrt:t,C~i,",1I Lale Olltario. 

('lfo\PT1:R Yl. 

";nnll r."g:ar;"mrn! on T ~'. 1 . T'''I(''"'a inn ('( OI"'Imit i>y Ihf' nriti<h. 
1\:1' -1"111111(· \I ';!:I\i:1I1 ' ".;,at: III'" ,1 f II.t r,"11 PI '. If r. Thl" Br,",h 
r.me the itHc~ltUl'Dt Ill' I-'l>ll Gruq;c. Ima~ion oi lAmer.c.:allada b) Co, - at 

Jlaw,v. 
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"amplon, all" tilt d,.r,at or . fllr fiTI'm)' nt Chntt'au".ay b~' t.i~lfA·ol Of'Sn­
lab,.rr}". "· .Iklll!«)n·~ I· l'w·(luion. »attlt' ofChry~ll,.r·<; Farm. Rf'~H'aU\r the 
Amr J't(-an~ If) Salmon Rhf'r. (iCIlf'ral J)nmlmflud a .... l1mt~ ti,,, C"mmaud II. 
1..1J1P'·r_Cal~ada A mericanleval'uate Fort Geor,,.. llriti,b lourprjse and cap­
ture Fori Niagara. 

CHAPTER VII. 

'Ml"l'tin( of tlle Pro .. ipdal Parliamt'nt. ParliamenfRrv Prnl"f',.din~. Chief 
:J'1I ~ lic('g Im\)t'~('hed. Prorrrdin.r;'IlIflh(' Rriti.h and Auit"ri('an t:OH'rllm('r::l~ 
toncernin.r: rosta~t'~ (or.eNtain Tr:utors tllk('11 by tht" Brill .. h at the Ibuk or 
On"('II.IO"". Inriian J'.mba~ .. y to Qucbrc. Attack or the .AmcI"iC"I1~ nudel' 
General Wilkinson u))on the 1..0. Col' Mill. 

ClJA PTBR VHf, 

Of"('urrt:nr"~ (Iurin!!; the 'winlf'r 1813.-J4. Auack upon O!r1n·~o. tn¥3oion 
of U,.!'er-C'anad:t b} Ihf' Aml"'rjcan for('f'~ undrr (;cnf"rnl Brown. Cl'lpturl'of 
Fori Lril"'--llattll' of Ch ippflv.3_ • .Battlr of Lundy' .. 1 .. "Ine, A!,!i3UIt upon Fort 
:r.ru'_1 nplurt" of Prairie du C/liel1-:-.Erp~dilion fl!{ainSI I'IllchiliunaCh.II1:l.C 
b , Iht' A,"f'ricans-Op(,l'al ion~ hr Slr.fohn C. :';hNhrookl"'--·Exll('dition 10 
)~i ... u~burgh •• -Sorlie from Fnrt f:nr, l"';lcllalinn nl Fort Erir hy fh~ Am~ri­
can " Hn'",., Mi,crllan('ou~ o('currt"ncC',"'""rclinl!; nf fhr Pf"()\lIIciall~arlJ.&­
alent-Recall of Sir George PrCl-o:.t. Jib dfpanure (rom Quebec:. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

rroe«din" relative to Sir George Pre"ost, after bit return to Eogland. 

APPr.NDYX. 

Er>RAT.l. 

Pa~t" M, lint" 14, (nnd (')st"t\llcrr) (or Ramalacr r('ad Rf'lIsst'Jaer. 
Page 651inc 29 lor p ) ke r"'nl1 1 'ill'. 
~f 'Jh .. • 11\ pagt" ISO, J;ohouJd ha.ve urcn afler tilt' ""Om St. nlltU's iD tI.e 

\.bini h ne or pace J.-:n. 



l\IE:\IOIRS of the Administrations of SIR 

JA)(F;S HE"iRV CIVIG, and SIll UEORGE 

PIUcYOST, in the Pro, inee of Lon'er-Cllnada, 

from the Autumn of 1807, until the Spring 

or 1815; eomprehcnding the military and 

naval opcrations ill the CANADA~, during the 

late '\. ar \\ ith the United State:; of America. 

Cll.U'TER I. 

T 'VO years in which we mcct with no rcmarkabh· 0C· 
currence had t'lnpsed lmdl~r tbe ~\ dlllilli~lratioll of 11 1 r. 

])unn, wllt'uSJIl JA"";)1; II 1,;.\ ltV ('II.\IGnlTi\'ingalQ'le. 
bet: in lilt' autumll of lti07, tl.!o.snnwd the n·tus of (~, Vl'rn.· 
ment in the Canada,,_ Tlll' fOrtHer in con ... ta.nt ('xpt'ttation 
orn. GUH'rHo," ii"llll\ hmlll', may have probably limitt't.l him­
sdf in the eXl,t'ci .. e of' the gOVl~rntnCnL of' the colony, and 
11i!i 5I1Cc(~:-;sor mU::,L therefore have found amljrs in tm:-.pcllce 
Oil hih arrival. 

The Aml'ricnn Oov(,l'Omrnt at that (jOlt' ht>~11 to breatlle 
a llo~tile spirit toward!o\ Gn·at-Britain, but, ahhoug-h an all" 
peal was made to the loyalty of the Ppopl<.> by his '('n'u Ct .. 

SOl', the Go\"t'rllor wa." aH:r·e to embo,!y tllC \1ilil:a, II!­
til an emt'r~,'ncy should at once d<.'maad :In" jll"tlIy tt.c 
uU'a.,;.ure. It d(h'S not app"ar that he .ni ... tru ttd. 011 l.lO 

contrary, he (''\.prr·~,->('(l on \'arioH~ octa~iolls a 'lJn~d, CP In 

the loyalty of d:c pl'O\oiw:<", and the 1u.'l'l'Jiw I')' all : nll~:ty tlf 
the canalliull to the alo('ricRn (:harader, ";L.; a pkd.~\. 0[-' 
tlwir hdt>lilY, which he hO\H'H'1' ~(·elllPt.l ,,!l!ing 10 •. n·,liti 

(from Wuul1l1otive it is nOlo\dl tllHk:r!-tuuli) VettillJ l U tho 
\.e>' • 

His fiJ'!t measure was to convoke the HOII'C of A' '' ''Ih\y 
a ",hie. 

CHAP. 

L 
~ 

Hil'; . 
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8 ADMINlSTnATION OP 

CRAP. 
I. 

"""'" 1808. 

which met at Quobec on the 29th January, lBO/I: Her. 
a question wa.., agitated, which, for the two pre~edlJlg ses.­
sions havina considerably engaged the attentIOn of the 
House, excited the public feeli~,g, and ultimately ledto tl.o 
troubles which afterwards embIttered Ius admmlSlratlOn. 

A Jud"e of the Court of King's Bench for Quebec, had 
for the pr~ent, as well as for ~ome former parliaments, been 
returned as representative foJ' the County of Quebec, and a 
doubt havina been started of the eligibility of Jud"es for 
seats in the'=' Provincial Parliament, the House ~ivided 
in opinion. One party maintamcd it to he incompatible 
with the rank of a Judge, to canvass for votes in a county in 
which he was in the daily habit of administering justice. 
That many of the elcclorsoverawed with the apprehension of 
incurring the displeasure of the J ud~e, who In his judicial 
capacity might pervert the ends of Justice to gratify per .. 
sonal pique, could not be presumed to be ITee and unin­
fluenced by such a candidate. That in Enaland the 
Judges were ineligible to a seat in the House of Commons, 
and in fine, that the anifices and intri~les incidental to 
popular elections, were unbecoming in a Judge and a mere 
prostitution of the judicial dignity. rrhese and similar ar .. 
guments were industriously propa~ted, and gained ground 
rapidly in the public opinion. °1'he opposite party con­
tended that no such disqualific...1.tion exist~d in virtue of the 
constitutional act * by which alone the Colonial Legislature 
was to be guided, and that to create such, would be an in .. 
trenchment upon the rights and privileges of the Imperial 
Pa.rliament ofGreat-Britaoin, which, it would not fail to re ... 
sent. That it would he ahsurd as well as danf5erous to admit 
the right in a constituted body, to amend 01' modify in 
the smallest degree the act of the constitutina power upon 
which the very existellcc of the forrnel" depellded, and'there ... 
fore>, that the Provincial LegislatUl'e was incumpetent to 
di.quali(y any description of His Majesty'. subjects from 
being elig~b~e to a se.at i~l the House of Assembly. The 
formC'r opinIOn prevailed III the Lower House, but wasilis. 
countenanced in the IJCgislnti\'c (ouncil. 

A nOt her question somewhat similar to this was aO"llated. 
during tht" pre-sent Ses:-:iOlI. A Jew of' r£"putable ~harac. 
ter baving been elected and returned rOl' the Town of 

'l'hr~ 

• ~h,'. -\f"t or ~hr Briti~h Parliu""!f"nt oS), Ceo. 3, ~itap. 31 which ,aye .. ~he CaoudllS thelrpreseut COQ~lItUll(m. ) 
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Threc.Rivers, it was contended that his relicrious ~~ua· 
510)11 crC'atlCl all inability to sit and vole as a l~ember ot'the 
JlOllse of Jbsembly. the leading members exerted them­
.. c1le> in support of the compete-nee of the HoU!;e to exclude 
him by rt'Solulioll, or at l~t of the undeniable rigbt of the 
L{'gi~lature to sU\lply by enactment, such provisions in 
maltcrs aill'cling 1 lell' privcleges as might have been impro .. 
\'idu~tly omitted in the cOIll;liLutional act. AttCl' some 
A.nimah'd (if'bale, mther l't,ituing to the mode of expelling 
or di~quahfving the Member tor Thl'ee.Hivers, than to the 
propnety otf the mca.,urc, the party for expelling him by 
n .... olullon prevailed, nnd it wa~ l'c:solved U that bemO' of 
,. the jewish pen;ull~ion he could not take a seal, no~ ~it, 
" nor vott-' in the Iiouse of A~~mb\y." 'fht-' House 0Tant· 
~d a SHm fol' rcpail'lng the ancient Castle at' 8t. Lcwi~ (the 
ff>o-idt'nce of th(' Governor) and the bu:;ines...; of the Session 
bC'lI1;,{ brought to a dose, the Governor with some encomi· 
ums flll the diligence ancllibcrality of the Ass('mbly, pro .. 
rO;'!''','d the Sc~~ion) which tCflllinat.ed the fourth Provincial 
l)arlld.: nell t. 

l'nl11ppily fhr tltC" tranquillity of this admini;;trntion a 
party !-ipirit h:ul ~ain('d ground, and was irritated by the 0" 

dlOll~ ... nd ft'ilrl'uwd n'LN,tiom; of an eminent journalist in 
tIll' lIlt lrop(Jli:; ot' tilt' c(,.)lony, upon the mannels and cus­
toms of thf' cnnu(\intl pop\llntion~ as well a!ol upon th('il' re· 
ligious and polit~\.:nl "pillions. ]Jis~entinH'nt!ol In the minds 
of dlO,.;e who wl'n', or rather, who concei\'(>d thclllsdvt'S 
e:-''';(>lltially injured hy tiWIlI, wC're considNcd H!i of tl. party 
Ant;·( 'anadimt, nay, (;, l'n of du.- Governmcnt it!;cll: A few 
indi\iduaI:o; indignanl"t tli(' ani-ont, incurred the cxpcncC' of 
procHling a prc!''', with a "il"'" ofCoullt(>J'acting the influence 
whidt the labouJ'b of tIll' Editor might produc(>, to the po-
1111(.:al dnrim£'llt of the }'l'tHinc('. from this jlr('~'" a. WN'k· 
ly papel' faUt.>ll I~l' Caumlhn i ... su('d III the fi'l'IlCh lan~uagc, 
"hich soon acquired pOIJularity \\ ith the dl'uominalton of 
an oppo~itiol\ raper. .\ 1H.'\\spaper ~trif(> fiu Ji'orn harmo .. 
nising partie..;, by l"(,fiprocaliy l·nquiring into the CaU,.N of 
t\wir nll~\lnd<'l" ... t3ndlll~\ inhamcd the growing e"iI, and the 
odio\l:-O s('llse appllNlLO the terms ('(ll1udhll and Anti-Catla­
(iii n, f'lw.!!t 11 nnel J)( mocral, di:..;tin<.:ti\,(' of partll'S, ga\'e 
llnftbll1~:o; to all who ('arnl~tly cuhi,'uted a good under­
st.llhl.infl; \\ ith tl]('il t~,tlow citizclls. Fn;Jn the Tlo\'cl and hardy 
"/Jirit of thi~ publil:<ltion, many who \\"('I'e l'ollneclcd with 
t lC aumilUblratioll of lhe Colonial Goycnul1cnt, or dcpcn-

n ~ danl 
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danl upon it , nffected to Sltf;prCL a con-.pirary ~n ({lot, and 
th it ~E"cl'et fund ... W('I'C Illl'llishecl fi'om abroad for tilC' pm­
pose of alienating the 1~li lHl~ ol\h£> p('~pl(' fhl'~l tlac-if ~IJ(' • 
gianc(>, and LllE'volutH\n,I.C the PmvIncc . . :;';OIHe' an<:I+"'1It 

and respC'ctabl(' citizen!'; known to ~ulY.e ('ontnouH,d t.ow~ll'Il~ 
~hc ptlrChH";I~ of th(' p~-,:,.,..;, \\'1.'1"C (b~mh .. ('(l fi'om ~~Il'lr rlln~ 
III llw sedenwl'V mliltla: arnOI1!{ them 1\fr. I <1Ill'1. lllP­

SPP<l'{(>f of the }IOIH\~ of .. l-.sen~~I» a g<'ntleman of dll', 
mo.,t unimpeachabl(, Inlt·gTlty. Jills llH'a~ltr(' although _ oj 
little illlpOl'tancc in iL"if'lf~ trl'ated f'!'Om it.; har!;hnC':;d, an 1Il­
ten~~t in the ptl~li.c, whidl j-jtrcngth(,IH'~1 the prH:ly. ulr('.udy 
1oflncu. in OppOblLlJn LO the rn('aSUfCS of the aUII11111strauon. 

In .Tllne, the election~ for tlie en!'lIing ]\lrlinmf"llt tool 
lilacc, und wpre conducted in mo~t (oumic:; with unani. 
mity. The late Rpeaker p .. ",ented himself for the [I' 
per Town of (~uebcc, hut the rl'~iu('nt lfilital_'Y, and lIf'. 
})('nd~lltts on the "'('rrrai \1 ilitary Dt"part ments in Queb(>c, en­
ti tled to vote, influenc('rl by the example of their chief:;, 
tllrned the scale again:-,t him. He was however elected m 
the mean time fol' another County. 

I\fatel'ial ill1}ll'OV(>ments to lh(' fortifications of Quebec 
were commenceclthi~ summer ~ and the foundations of four 
towers extendin r1 ftCI'O!';S the commHlHiing ground in 15:ont of 
the walls, we"t~·tllc city W('re laid. The extraordina,-y ... tate 
of aHairs in Europe, combincd wil h the American Embar­
go, tllrned an unll~ual tide of cOlllmerce into the Canada~, 
and their rcsoul'cc!S and utility lo lhe mOlher Counlry were 
('xempli(jpd, far beyond lhe ('xpccLa.lions of the 010:;(. san~ 
guine and intelligent ijpccuiatol'. 

1809. On the 10th of April the Houge of Asgembly met pur. 
suant to the GOV(:l"nOI"S Proclamation, and the people were 
on the tiptoe of anxiety, a. I'<,port having gone abl'Oad 
thal His Excellency would HoL concur with the House, 
Rhonld Lheir choice be in fa-vor of Lhe Speaker of the late 
JJou~e of Asqemblv, whom he had 8011)(' time before djs~ 
mi!'sed !i'om the 'lilitia. Thi~ gentleman Wa!' however aJ­
most unanimollsly chosen Speaker, and the Governor ap~ 
PI'OH'J of hi:; election. 

In his speech at. the openillq of Parliament the Go\'('r~ 
n or descanted upon the unfu'vora.ble pOSLHre of' altairs wllh 
America; the revolution in Spam; and lhc geucl'Ou:; a .. :o.is-

tance 
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• fanc(' nfttlnle 1 thnt country by Great Btitain: the tmigra. 
tion of d\(· Bo,ul ramily or Portugal totiw TWW world: the 
,·jewry of lbt, Briti ... h ~lt \" imina. by which Portugal had 
hC('1l I"l \.'IINlli'om the Fn.>nch ; and concluded bv caulion~ 
ill~ .. he'll 1lI '('1':-; ot'the Il'gislal1lre against iealou~~efi amOll r, 
tIIPIH .. Jn'S) or oJ'the gon.'rt\nlt'nt, which could haH~ n~ 
othl·r ouj{'("l in ,-in\' than tlae general w('Hill'c. "I rt"gr\!t 
gentl{'nH'Il" !',lId hI" •• that I have bt'('1\ cOlllpdlrd by clr­
h ('uIlHtann'OI, 10 call )'0\1 together at n 5;1'ason of the )t'ar 
I, wli;('h [am ,\\.,11 11\\ arr. IlIU!'>t ue hig-Illy incol1\'cnif~1It to HI.lilY 
I. ufyoll ~ thi~CIlI1,id\.'rali()11 liM.'Its/) strollgly upon Ill) II d,d 
"tlwl uot l" cm~ any Jlurticular objt-'ct of Jlublit: St. \ : ... e 
" lhul i]lflf,;p('H~ib ly J"!c''llliu'd )'our immedmte attentIOn, I 
(, IHhl it in Cnnlt'lliplutiuli to ddt'!" your mC('lmg till a pt.'rt'ld 
H or It'!\S pr(:iudicial COH~('q\1(.>nc(~ tu your pri\aw acco:ntl1u­
"dation, but. on rf'ft·rring' to the .ACt of the BUlIsll 1'<111 ,01 •• 
" tllE'llt on which the Con~lit\1tion of this Pro\,illc(' is fi)I'Uti­
"ed. T &.'It rcu.;on of h~italioll, at l ('a..~ t as to the grounds 
"on wllidlJ !O;\lppt)~ 'ul Oly-;l'!rabletodo~o~ 1 haH'lhprdure 
f( U'.'('11 in.iuce.l to rl'ly 0,1 Y')'lr chcerfal aCl{ licscencc ill 

" th(' im'onH'ni< net' nt.lit'l" which you may lubour. talhC"f' 
." lllan giH) ri~(· lO a po!-;sibh' doubt as to filJ IlIlCn(101l l ( 
" inli'in;.,'m~ all n right !'o ,alllnLI(' to you a;-; lI,alof ) Our 
"annual ihs(·mbly. .And lhi!-i 1 have done llnd£'l' (lIP rir .. 
" CUn1slant·(' or b('ill~ predud(·d frolll gi\'ing qllite' that no· 
" tic(' which 1m ... h('('1\ in ~Olll(' dl'gre(lo banctiullt'li by l"1l:-,tom, 

"and whid, altho', not c:all('d tC)l' by any £'xpr('~~ Ia.w .• .., 
"I1f>Vt'l'liwlC's:-;, a. prt'c.:aullllIl for ll.l' pr('!:>('J';,liotl of \., .... 1 
" mutual ('onfid(,IlL'(' '\ l lil'll is so dc:-iraIAl', b, gllardn'ri a .. 
t. gnill!-it tht' r0:-. .. ihilllj' of any f;u"picion, a~ to lhl' mlt'nllOll 
"or circum~lau('('~ lmdt'l" "hicL you may ue a."'l'lIIbled." 

Th£' lIou~{', nnN an addr('~ in an~w('r to Ui~ Excdll'n­
c)'·~ ~l'(-'('ch into ,,!lith it \nl~ erui(1l\onl"(>d to IlItl"O{llU.:e 
aa I"(lll'('(.'t rt'prool"li»)' the l!intl" wl.ith had Iall(,1l ii'om It '''It 
II''''UIII{'(l with warmth, dlf:' que~tion COI.C(,IIIII1~ tll('.1 t:-;e 
ami the .Jl'w .• 'I'll(> ,UOle determllled m('tIIL" .. 'r~ \\-ere WI" c.­

»{'lIlt1g them by rc ... olution, but a motion 101' the ('xl'ul .. wn. 
of til(·.JlHlgc in tins mode, was Ill'galin'd hy a c.:un~l !.( 1,1\ .e 
majorit~·, l·al'lOf wholll.thongh dispm:('d todi~uailly ,llltl:.,l''i 
fl"Om bliug: f'iigible to a.s('al in the JluuM', \\(·naVN.';l' to 
the nll'aUS l)1"opo:-.ed. i:l:-;i .. ttng that nothl!'g It"S lh;m lin 
Act ot'lh(' ,('gi,.,laturt· coulll npcralP sutha. di"'lu:lIClli.l. 
tion. Olh('1 S :-'ll'ongl y urged that tIl(' Eln lUI".. \\ !c',l', 
and of right ought to bt', tbe sole constitutional judo ; of 

L!,O 
• 'lhr-~ GrntlE'Q1CIl had bccn re.dected at the latc Llcction~. 
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tbe competence of their delegate, and that bi. expu1sion "". 
der allY to'hJ, \Hmltl amount to a glO::'S violatIOn o.f the 
1l10:;l ;;aned nghts of the people, and 0(" ~n act or arbll~1J 
!Jower mcoill}Jo.LUble ~~Ilh the fi'ecd?1ll ot the Con~Utl1tlOn, 
'1'1.118 etlon havlIlg tiuled, a comlluUee was .3ppomte~ to 
enquire mto, and report to the House, the IOconvelllen<.;t 
resUJLIII"" ti'om the efeulOll of Judges to sit in the Hou:it 
of A::'l)C~lbly, and In the me:lll lime, a. disquallf)'iug lJlll 
Wfui mLloouced and read lor the tirst lime. The enquirY 
'\Va.:, eRrned on WIlh perseverance, and pro\"cd rather to the 
(h~lha.nlage of the lIldividtlal concerned, for which reaQon 
\\re reti"aill !rum any reJtecLions on the subject. The .exclu .. 
• ion uf the Jew W~ more closely prosel:uted. The lJullse 
~:ellcwed Ule resolution whidi had been l~kcn against Li4 
~lI},itlance to Sit and vote 10 the la.'it [oi~~sion of the pre­
eedHl6 l"artianumt, IUld u. llili to dilKl~lJ.:i(y J .. mrs ti'om u':lIl~ 
eil6,lblt:: LO a beat in the House of A"':"('luuly was I1llroducl'U, 
awl underwent two readlnp,B. Tht:! lapse of h\'c weeks 10 
tilt> prosecuuoH of theSt! measures e:\.}musted the patienl,.;(' of 
the livvelnor, "ho:"e nlllilal'Y ('d1H,:~tion and habli .. ~, 11I<.I.y 

011 liH~ occa.~i :,.H\ have mtluenced his beller judgment. 'flte 
fiJlll1lt:U},cn,e\oeI'AHCe of a rlc1ibel<llive body ill a. fu"orite 
IDl-'u,bure, appeareu LO him like lhf' r~tracwry s:piril of a boJ1 
of bolulCf8, WhlCh he ijcemcd clcLCrmined [Q CI ush. 

On the 15th of ~fay, he went clown in sta.te from the 
Ctl~de to tbe J~glslulIHl CoulIcil, where having 81l11111l0nrd 

into his prc5el1ce, the J lousc of .A,.;...<.;embly, and arter gi\illg 
the HUJul Assent to ;.,uch Bills as \\ere rcadv, (five in num. 
ber) he infurmed them of his intention 01' dissolvincr the 
tJl't·::-,ent l-"'arliament, and of recul'rina to the sense ~f the 
people. (' \rhen 1 met ),011, (said h(',) at the commencement 
u Ui the present Ses~;.Ol1, 1 had no I'ca..'ton to doubt your 
" moderation or your pru<.\(;uce, and 1 thel"('fore willing:ly 
" .. died lIpon both: under the guidance of th(~e principl('i 
"1 CAjlCClCd ii'om you a manly sacrifice oraB pcr(.;onat ani. 
" JIIO:"lllC5, and ind"' ldual dis~ati!ifilcljon, a watchful soliei. 
" tude Jor the concerns or your conlltl'Y, and a steady Iwr. 
'~beH'lanee in the f':'teemillg of your public dUlY, with lPnl 
"and dbpatch. 1 looked Jor e-.U'neijt, endea"o'urs to pro. 
" 1\Iote tbe general harmony of the pro· .. inl.'e, and a cart'ful 
" a013tiuence ii·om whalsocvf'r might have a tendency to 
" dl~lUl'b it; tor due atld tlu~rerore indispetl~ible attention 
" to thl' Ollwr branchc~ of the leg-islallll'l', and fur prompt 
t( and cheedhl co.ope1'luion and u:;isLance in whatC'\"er 

"~ht 



n 
" .. mi!(ht conduc~ to the happin",. and wei faTe of the Co­
I "lOllY, All tbis I had a rigllt to expect, ""cause such wa. 

J • your constitutional duty; because such a conduct would 
"have he!'" a laslin~ testimony, as it was the only onc 
" sought fOT by IIi. Majesty'. government, of that loyalty 
f( and affection which you ha"e so warmly professed, and 
"which I believe you to posse~; and because it was par .. 
t< ticularly call'd for by thp cl'iticlllconjuncture of the times, 
., and especially by the precarious situation in which w .. 
It then. stood wltb resJWcl. to the American States. I 8m 
" SOTTY to add, that I have been disappointed in all th£ •• 
- eXl",ctation8, and in eveTY hope on which I relied. 

"You I,avo wasted (continued he) in fTuitl .. " ,Iebat.,., 
• excited. by private and pCl'l!Ional animosity, or by frivolo us 
"comests upon trivial matters of form, that lime and 
f( tho~e talenls, to which within your walls, the public have 
Ie an exclusive title. 'I'his Rbt1~ ofyoul" fhnctions you ha,-e 
" preferred to the high and important. duties which you owe 
" to your SoH'rcign and to your constitllent~, and you have 
" thereby been forced to n('glrct the consideration of mat. 
" ters of moment and nece:;sit)' which were before you, 
" while you have at the same tune virtually pre\"e.,t(~d the 
{' introduction of such o~hel''S as mft.y have bCE'n in con. 
U templation. If any proof of this misuse of your lime ",('re 
" neces:;ary, I ha'ie just }ll'c:-,ented it in having be('n c~d.<I 
"on after a se:;~ion of five weeiul, to exercise his 1\Ju it"..; tv'. 
U prerogatiY(~ of assent, to only the same numucr of bills, 
" three of which were the rner~ renewal of acts to wlliet. 
U you stood plcrlgcJ, and which required no di,;clls_.;ion. 
" So much of intern.pelate hloat has been mallifl"stP • .1 in all 
.c yOl1l' proceedings, and YOll have shewn such a prolon~cd 
" and disrespectful attention to matters submitted to your 
"considpl'Ution by the other brandlcs of the Legislature, 
., that whatcH>r might be the moderation and forbearance 
" exercised Otl tl1cir parts, a geneml good under-stalHiin.g is 
" sca"cdy to be looked for without a new Assembly." 

" I shall not (he "d(led,) pnrticlll"rly advert to other acts 
I' which appear to be unconstitutional infi-ingements of the 
" rin;hls of the subject rC'llHgnant to the very INtl'r of the 
" statull' of lhe [mperial >.trliRment, under which you hold 
"yonr "l·~tS: and to have bi"en matul'(·tl by procet'din~..., 
" which amount to a d~reliction of the first pnlKip"'s of 1m .. 
~, 1W-a] jusLice." lie cunduded this speech withllj~ arknowlo 
. • lc<igwell:.e 
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ledgm"Tlts to the J~gjslative ('ouncil {bf t11(, llnrnimity, 
zeal, . ndunremitting attention, they had shewn in their l·ro­
cee<ii"gs. 

To a portion or the House of .\"srmbly, he alc;o .('xprcs­
ted his thanks, and trusted the), would bpiieve he dHI tlU.'1lI 

the justice of a proper discrilUin3tion in the sense ~le en· 
.~rtained of their efforts, to avert that conduct ofwlllch he 
Ilad so much reason to complain. (( Dy lhi!;, gentlemen," (~aid 
be, addressing himself to the minority wllo iwd purposely 
a~s('mbled together on onc sine of the room) " You 1.1\\ t! 
" truly rnanirested your affi'('lion to IIis MlljC' ... ty's govem· 
., ment, and your just E'"timation of the rcal and pellua­
" nent interests of the Province." 

'This l1ardy and decisive measure astonislll?d the leading 
tncmbc~, who, at the utmost, nnticipatrd no more than ~t 
prororration. A dissolution attended 'wilh sllch pointed 
and almost personal cemml'e, f..'lr exceeded their expectation, 
and they returned to thpir constituents covered with the op­
probrium of having incufl'ed the GOH-rnor's di~pl('a:5urc: ii 

Jnatler of no little moment in thp eyes of the multitude, a!J 
yet unaccustorned to the {h·<.>ciOlll of the cOTI'uittltion. The 
(Ol1l1tJ'Y people who were at fir~t di~po~<,d to think liLvof"J.l>lv 
()fthe recent measures of ,h(' EXt'Cllliv<', gnHlmtll~' alt<'I'(-;1 
their opinions, and were finally pC'l"sHaded that the lIow·,('(}f 
A.:,~elllbly had bet'n distiohted for ha'ing f'Sl'Ollscd thpir 1Il­
t('rests, in opposition to the encroachmellts of the Crown, 
']'he press was put into violent action, and til!' Canadirn 
teemed with able but AArcastic stl'icwrC's on tIl(' Governor's 
1)lC'cch at the di:5so1ution, and with strOlI~ anilnaliH'i - c-- s 
ul'on the public nlt'asUl"es. The prt'amhle to 11 t' Bill (It' 
J? ights, in allusion to the Governor's measures \\ itll I"(,'II'P( t 

to the Assembly, was inserted as a motto at the hettd ot' 
that paper, which was industriously circulated tltro\1ullol:t 
the province. Among ot\wr rC'portli. it ,\US ~aid, a~d rt 

length cUlTently belieyed, that the Governor had bt-( n in· 
fluenced and decPlved by the tnt rique'S of a f,"Yorite jud;.;c, 
whom, having discovered the cmftincss and (! nplici ty of u, 
character, he now intC'ndcd to discard. Ti,lS I.)('ii('-f ma­
terially contributed to Icinstatc and confirm the cH .. "<.lit of 
the late members in the minds of the people. 

In the middle of .J nne, 1.11(' Go\'ernor left Qurbec ('In Ii 
to'll' through t..hc.PJ:-o\inc~, ~llte.ded with u numuou':) 1::IUtl(', 

and 
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(lind travclh:Oll in m~j]'nific('nt 5t\"I('. Several of the citi7,('ns 

~ of Three-River..;, ~1onll'l~al, ~aint John~, and \rilliam 
Henr ) succ('s~ivdy received him with .\dur~;;:;es of applause 
and t)mIlks, for the interposition of the royal prerogative in 
di~"ol\'iTl~ the House of' ihsembly. ThC'sc a.ddresst...--s bring 
Inserted 111 the public print1, WE're criticised in the Calla­
Jic:n with much asperity and abuse.-

In the month of October the elections for the ensuing 
Parliament took place, and the people ha.ving had allll'l(~ 
time to l'efiel:.t upon uflaiN, re-elected, contrary to tilt' ex­
pectation of government, most of the late represenlall Vl""l ; 
removing sOll1r who were supposed to have been too pas­
sive, and substituting others of a lets;3 tlcxiblc temper ill 
their stead. 

ell .'1'. 
I. 
~ 

J 09. 

The Holt,. of ,\'<embl), met on the 29th Januar", pur· I 10, 
6\tant to the Go\'ernOr'3 Proclamation. The Spcak-.:i orthe 
la."it As~embly (~1r. Panel) being re·('lccted, was approH'~l 
of by the Governor, who in hi,; speech to the lcgi"ilaturc ad. 
l'CTlt..-d to the unfiL\'orablc disposition of Amenca toward~ 
Creat-Britain. I-Ie complimented them on the c..'lplut'e of 
the Island of Mal'liniquc, and the battle of'l'alav(,l'a, which 
had torn fi'om th(' French that charactcrof' invincibility they 
imagined thcmsch'(-'s to have pO:5se!:ised in the opinion of the 
,Yol'Id. He rccommendt---d a. l'enewal of' such acts as 1Il1,~ht 
enable the executive govel'llment more cHectually to cliti-
charge its duty, in guarding ng'J.inst dangel'S wlllcit could 
scarcely be remedied by the common course of law. He 
c:alled their attention to the practice of forging foreign 
bank bilts, which, fi'om the want of a rem.cdy in tbe pre-
sent code of penal laws, had of late, grown to a "CI'Y dan. 
gerouri extent, to the prejudice of the neighbouring Rlatos 
of America j as well as to our own subjects. \\rith !'('''pect 
to the question which had led to the dis...;olution of the prc-
~eding Assembly, be ob&erveti, "that dllrin~ the two 
" last Scs."ions, the question of thcexpediency 01 the cxclu-
"sion of His Majesty's .Judgcg of the Court of Kin~'s 
" Bench, fl'om a SC'd-t m the Houf;e of H"prc~cnt.'lti\·~s had 
" been much agitated; that thi~ question re",t ('d on th" th.-
"sire of precluding the po!"'tibility of th(.· exi!'llcncc of fl bios 

C " on 
• Amon,; tb(' arbitrnry measur('! which ch3mc-h~ri' (' Ihl' time., Ibf' di mi~_ 

8:llof tbt ~(llieilor nel1f'ral, James Swan, hqtlirf', r.,nnliis Otlk,.. 1I1IU_ 
oul ao) otller OIIl""~ibl~ f('ason than hi, tndepcnd\:'nt <"mdu<"t lb 11 ''''mhc:"l­
of the Jlou.t; of \!'-f'tnhl) i, not t "!,, lC.l~t r(,lnarkuh',. lIe (\-M ~lI('C 'f'I!. 
"'11 'b), Stephen Sewell &quire, an Ad,ot;l,te nt Montrt'a.i. 
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"on the minds of persons eXE"rci~ing flln.ction~ in. t??;e 
"COUTts) £i'om their being under the ncce~slly of s-oilc'tmg 
" the votes of individuals, on who~E' pen~onli or property, 
" they might afterwards haye. to d~cldc. '~hatc\'cr (said 
" he) rnignt be rny own opllllOn on the subject, I never· 
t, theless hold the riO'ht of choice in the people, and 
"that of being chose~ by them in too high, estimation to 
"have taken npon myoclf, had the question ever come 
"heforeme,the rcsponsibilityofgi\'ing His Maje;;ty's asstnt 
" to the pnuinO'limits to either, by the exclUSIOn of any 
" class of his subjects j and they arc right~, of which it is im­
" possible to suppose they could be deprived by any other 
(, authority than that of the concurrence of the three bran· 
"ches of the legislature'. That the channel in which 
" flows the currcnt of public ju!Stice, sllOuld be pure and 
" free from evcry, the slightest contamination is too e~sen" 
" tial to the happiness of the people, not. to be interesting 
" to a goycrnment which has solt>ly that object in view, 
" and It is little less necessary to tllat happincris, that thert 
" should not exist in the minds of the people a doubt on 
" the subject. In this latter view, (he observed) I have 
"thotts,ht that the early di.posal of the question may b. 
" of uttlity, and thereforC', in recommending thc subject to 
"your con~ideration, I havc to add, that )laving received 
" His Majesty's pleasure upon it, 1 shall feci myself war· 
" ranted in giving_his royal nssC'nt, to any proper bill for 
"rendering His Maj<'Sty's .Judgcs of the COl\l·ts of King'lI 
"Bench, III future, ineligible to a. scat in the House of As. 
"sembly, in which the two houses may concur." 

This speech, far fi'om conciliating, tended to inflame the 
Commons, who construed it into an avowal of pyedpitaney 
and clTor in di~solving the last Parli::tment, and it was 
surmised by many, that tbe Governor had incnrred the di~ 
plea..<ml'e of ministel~ii by the cxrrcil'Sc of the royal preroga­
tive in (lissol\"ing the late A;sembly. This imp~ion eO~ 
b()ldened the members still indignant at the late dis~olution. 
The first measure of th(' HOll'oC was to pass it resolution: 
(( that every attempt oflhe ("((-,CHtl\'€' governmcnt and oft~ 
" othcl: branches of the l('gi~laturc agtlinst this HonsE.", v. he­
;: thcl'.In dictating 01" ceB(;uring it" l?rocr-eding.;;, or in ~P" 
. proYing the conduct of one pttn of Its membcrs, and dlS~ 

,- appl'oY~ng the conduct of the others, is n \'iolation of tile 
" $;taLut(' by which this Honse is constituted; a breach of 
([ the privileges of this House against. which it cannot for .. 

. " beat 



.. bear ohjectin!(: and a dangerous attack upon the rights 
,. anJ iiut:rli~ of His Maj<!f.ty's subjects in this province." 
'I'I i ... rl.::.olution was aimed at the conclusum of the Gover­
BOI '.. t-pCCdl at the late di5so1ution. 

The d,'cu"ion of the ci,il li,t was tak¥n up by thl' 
H OIlSl', and it was 111:\inUllned that the prOVl'lc(' wa~ now 
capable of l'P\irvillg the mother country of this burth(>n, 
l\ltH..'b the majority plal1!O.ibiy urrrcd, would inevitably, ~ 
no "elY remote prriod devolve °upon the province with. 
ltu'ulliulau.'o \\('Ight. To anticipate the charge would. 
tllc-rl'forc prove U: ljU,ving to the province. The minority af1i..·ct­
eel to di~cov('r a deep clf"~ign in the measure, and oppo.:;l·d i~ 
V. 111t som(' warmth. Thf' HIm of' lev~'in,r addilionall'c .... t::!l\ ... 
lU~ to the RlltOltnt offifty thousand pOlmd~ (a!) it was report­
ed ".ilh a \,IPW ot'marr,lIg the mNls\1re) startled the cOlilury 
I)('Opl(,. who, on the olher hand, were iustnH.:tOO thal the 
1I0H"-'C uf .\ ,,"('mbtv ha,inrr the proYincialt'e\'cnucs at their 

• 0 
di""o..,itu/n, would, in the e\'ent, ret,ench a Ilnmm-1' of pt:n­
"on ... ano by that mcans com,j,\<'rably dlmini~h the public 
eX}le'nce, A f(''OOllition wa....; pa ...... \ h~' the HOl\~e, that tbe pro. 
,·i.nn.' ,as ablt' to supply tlmcb lor the paym('llt of the ciyil 
li-t. and luyal "ddl'{· ... "*~ \"'(' Ie drawn up to the King, Lordi 
al, d OIlHHOHS UrCin';,lL JUl;}}n. In tht',;,e, the Hou ... (~ ('xprr~ 
\oi 1<1.. se[ht' of the many taHH.trh th(' colony had experience<! 
l' to It l \)(' hPIWiIU'IlCt.' oi' t\w Hlotlll'l'COuntry, and of' tilt .. ' luyalty 
allli pIO:,} rjt~ of the pl'Onncc, by whidl il \\'aq enabled to 
lake upon it ... df the chargp of the civil ('xpcndiLHfc of the 
~()'.(TIlIIH>nt: a Slt'P to whjch llu'y had b(>('11 pal'liclliuriy in­
fl u€'llced by l'('ason of thl' long and (':\pt'I\~"e war, "Iu.:rdll 
GI' • .'al-Bl'itain had lh'l'n, and !'till wm; efl,m,gHl iiw the com­
mon protct.:lIon of (,H'I'Y branch of h('l~ e::...l('ll"h·§Ii empire. 
The lIon'>l' of ~hs(,U1bly plcsl'ntcrl these adtll'c~ses to the 
00,"('\'1\01', l'(,'qUl ;lInt-. h(' wOlll~l be ph:a~ed to lay till'm be. ... 
fule' hiS MB:i(':-;ty\, lllUlhl<.'lS for the p\U·p0:o.l' of SubUlitlm& 
thClIlLO the i\ing, Lortb and COllllflOnS of Urcat-ilriLain. 

In an .... wcr to tlH'il' reqmst the Governor obsencd, that 
t11l' i.uidr ~;.('S wcrt.' honu.'\\ hat nmd. and re<plil'oo n,Uec-
11111\, Thatllic COl}!Otllutional u!)af;c (lrParliam~nt rccognis .. 
(',I bv Ilw , .. i .. dulll or' tIw Ilolll"Cof Comlllons, of the Lnlt .. 
('It 1~IiI~dOtH, ,orlJad all ,.,tt:p~ 011 1h(.· purt of the pt.'OI>'(' to­
\ \ olnt~ brl-alltri oi' 1ll0Tlt:Y "(Helt '\\ C'r(' nol rCCOlllfl]el1( t'd by 
til l I.: v, • HI!'i n dun II, J, t1, .,\ HI' .1.rhanwntan: 11 .;c 
;1.11 gmnl. .... lto (J~IDH ;'1...V"'~H ~ t : ·,}\\cr 1 OUtiC; )·ct, that ,·"Y 

{; >l "or 



CIIAP. 
I 
~ 

lblQ. 

J 
16 AmlINISTRATION 0," 

were ineffectual withouttheconcurrcnceofthc Upper Hou~1 
that no precedent existed to his knowledgl" of au resc;es lO 

the House of Lords, or House of' Common., separately by 
a sin~lc branch of a coioniallegislaLurc: that for these ~ea. 
sons, he concei-ved the addrei;ses to be unprecedented, lin· 
perfect in form, and ~OLmded .upon ~ resolution of the 
House of Asc;cmbly, which, until AAncllOned by the con­
currence of the U>(J'isiative Council, must be inetfcctual: 
('xcept as a sppn tan~olls ofler on the part of the Commons of 
C~lnada. That he regretted lie cOllld not take upon himself to 
transmit these addl'~S5eS to l\is l\fajcsty's minisl('n;, impr(>ssNl 
DS he was with a sense oi' his duty, ~n·d added thauhc minis­
ters were not the rcO'ular organ of communication with the 
lIouse ofColllmon~ unless by hjs :a.lajesty's command. He 
concluded however, by informing them that on the prcsent oc~ 
oCC&.'iion, bethoughtit right to transmitlO the King thi:; testi. 
mony of the good di~position, gratitude and generous intenti­
ons ofhi~ subjects in the proyjnce of Lower Canada. lIe said 
he lhoug-bt it right abo, that his M~~csty by their own act, 
sf ould be fOl'mally apprised of the ability, and of the vo­
luntary pledge and promise, which the peopte of this pl'O­
vmce by this address, had given to his Majesty, to pay the 
(:ivil expenditure of til(' province when rC>quired so to do. 
For these reaSOns he enrraO'ed to transmit their address to 
the King. He observet tta.t their z("al for the welfare of 
llis Majesty's government, desened {i'Dlll him every mark 
of acknowledgment, and J1C rcgrellC'd that any circumstan~ 
ccs should have compelled him to expre!;s himself on the 
subject in a wa.y that might carry with it, an appearance, 
however little intended, of opposmg any check to the mani .. 
festation of the sentiments under which he was persuad. ... 
ed lhey hacl been actuated. 

The appointment of a colonial Q"ent in EnO'land, had 
b I 0 " cen co~templated ,by tie !ate Jloll~e of ,A!:''i('mbly, and 
the subject was agam taken Into con!;I(.leratlOil in the pre-­
oent ~c!-is!on, but without efleet. The advantages propo:;­
cd by thlS meal.;ure, were, n. regular and direct inl(>rcour:o'c 
bNwecn the House of 'h .... (·mbly ancl the Commons of 
Great Dritain, and a cliE'ck upon the e'X('cuti\'e of the co. 
lOllv. A bill to this intent was trnmed~ bllt did not arrive 
at maturity, The (>xp<'dieucc of prOviding in future for the 
)J:l)IIIt'1ll of thp lllt'lIIherl-i of the 11011)0,(> of A!o;sPlllulv dur~ 
jng thc~r uuendaJu;e at ~hc Scs:;ion~ \\il~ ai')o dibCll;'b~d, bl1t 

this 
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wi., measure, which wilh c{'rlain modifications might have 
bb'n judicious, was howc\'er, bucc~:::ifully opposed. 

In the mean time a bill for rendering Judges ineligible 
to S{"3.ts ill the H ow;{' of _\!:':o;('mbly was drawn up~ and 
t r"III-l{ pa.., ... {'d bdow, was transmitted to the L"ppel' lIoll!-'c. 
ji 'fl' lhf' iJiil was amcIJ(h'd by the' inu'oduction ora clau..,& 
l'o<.;tpoHilllJ;' dll' period at \\ hich it should take ctlect, until 
the (,Xpll":.lI ion of tht' Pl'l2st'nt Parliament, the.J udge ~hom 
\\e hdH' aln'ady had onasiOll to Illcntion, havin,r been rc-
tllrn('d as a lHl'mlw\ ill dll' laH' e\C'CliullS. TIl<' aOUS(' m-
di~l,;al1t at the a.mC'ntimctlt, and rc~()l\'ed at all hazards to 
e:xpel thl' J udAL' bcfort.· the 3Hlt'nliHll'l1t "u" di"l)()~l'd of, 
~",;t'd a rc"olut~on ,. That P . . \. O;.! UOlln<-\ being onc of 
the .J ueiges of thC' Court of King's Bctll.:h, could. not sit 
nor "ote in that IIOUH'," and dC'clared his seat yacanl. This 
me3..'.;ure brollg-ht thilw" to n. cri .. is and placed thr {;o-
'Yl?rI1or in a tlilemma. 1'0 acqlli~cc with the lf oll'>C' 111 thi-i 
in-;tllnce, would lUlYC been a relinqu\);ilme'llt of thE' pi il:cl-
pIc,., which the CO\'C'rIlor had hitherto mainlain~1..1 and J.nb-
li ... hcJ at thE' op('nil\~ of the ~t.'...;~ion, at oncc inCOll\.ij..,u'nt 
with him..,df and \\<tth the di(rllity of his po..;t. On the 
.ther hand, ascconcl di~,.,ohllron of the House', hl' "t~ 
scnsible, HlUSt lw aU('ncied with much public incOIlVCnil'llCC 

(lH ~l engender di"cotHt>Tll. 11(' however determined Oil thu 
lauer, and (on till' 20th of J'\·brnary) went down to the 
Council chamber with 1Ill' n"uul solemmtics, and sent 11 

m('...;~ngC' to the lIom.;C' of' AS!'>f'mbly rrqniling tilC'i!' il1\lIli~· 

en .\1' .. 
I . 
~ 

Joll} .. 

dialt> attendance at thl' bill.'. The .\rC'lIlbas \\!th til(' !--I1)C'ak~ C:r("(\nd rUst 
('r~ in obedience to the I1k,,~al,·e) prol'l'l, .. k·d tv ttle C'OIlHcil ~nlutlHI,,!rl'ft) 
chamber, where he lnforllh"d tI~ltl, lhat he hu.J t.'ome down PU.rli.uu::nt • 

. for the purpose of proroguil1~ the Pariialllt'nl, and dUlt 
upon a mature cOllsidt'lUtion or t lw circlllllstances which 
lw.d tak(ln place, hl' Iwd dl't(,rIlJinl'U ng~ill to n:fer to the 
JielbC of the people by a.1I iUlItlNhatc dl~olution. 

" 'VhatC'\"er (said he) might bC' my personal wi~l1C':i . ~ 
'( howev(-')' .. trong BlIghl ht, Illy tit-'!'>iIC th~Ltlht' publt .. · bu' t., 
(. ne..;..; I;jhould "i.llli.·r Ill) illl('auptioll. J fi.'(·j tiUl on till.., (li,;4 

« cOl",jon, nothill~ i.., \t'll. to THy di:;trl'tlon . 1l 1.:':-' hel n 
« rcn<if'fhl inlpu ...... ~bl\· ;;11 II.~ to UI.:I,. uthcr\\i:-.c) tl.an m ltle 
" wily I am propo..sing." 

'~. The 11 0 ,C' oC.\ mbly hu\"(' taken upon tlH'I11!'('\\'(:'8 
f~ Wiliwilt Lne 1"'11t1(.: ",.illOn of the other i.>nlllchc:-. f'l t e 

" lC'~:.-
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"lo"\,I"tur. to k: & vote, that a Judge of His MajdO n , • l' 

, OUj't of ing':i Bench cannot 8lt nor vote m taelt 
" House. 

" However I might "pt aside the personal feelings wh~ca 
" would not be llDnattual in me, as to the mode m wl.leh. 
" Ll' l ~ t ranlO,\c tioll ha~ brcn conductt·d towards fiI)sel~ 
" there is another and IOfinilely lugher consideratioll a­
" rises out of it, which I IIlust not overlook. 

" It is jmpossible for m~ to cOllsidf'r 'what has bC'€'1 
" done in. any other light, than as a dircd "iolallon ot' an 
" act of the Imperial Parliament: of that Pal Iiam('nt 
(~ whil.:h confclT(>( on you the COn"iti l ution to \\ hich \'O U 
" p.oress LO O\'\'C YOllr })I'('!i€'nt }Jro~pl'ri ty· nor t;an (do 0-
" Lljcr",ise than considt'r the lI ot1~e of' AiIi"el1ll~lv as llllv" 
" mg U1~con"'titullUnally disfi'unchis(>u a hli ~I' portion Ot'lII, 

ce ~1ajc~ty~s hubjects, hnd ('cnelen,'u inf'ligli)ic b~: an au tho ... 
" nty winch they do not pO:-i"'('~s, 3wther not 111con51der­
(, ablt.' class of the community." 

" S~ch an assumption I should at nny rate feel myself 
~ bOlPld by c,cry tie of duty to oppose-' but in conse­
" (pt.'nce of the expul~lOll of' U1C I1Wlul)f'l' for tile count, 
c, uJ'Quebcc, a \"aLancy in the l'eprNicntation of that COU,IllY 

" hai bC'cn declared, and it would be lI<'Cf''';i'ary thaL a ne" 
tc W 'it should i!'osue for thf' ekctlOn I'){" another member : 
,~ that writ would be, WbpHi(1nC'd hJ 1I1C. Gt'lltiemcn(::-ai<,l he, 
" with warmth a,nd clllph:~ .... is) ] cannOl, dart' nOl 1'(,IH.l.er 
" myscIfa iXll'laker in thl;' \'iolation of' nIl ll(;t of tlw fill .. 
" Jll'l'ial ParliamCll.l, and l k.now no olh(,l' way by \\\!a:h I 
" CUn aVOid becoming so, but llim whi(;h f am pursuing.v 

" 'Vhcn we met I fdt ffillCh ~alisfaction ill the consciolls" 
" ~('~,s ,of having taken such Slt~pS nO, [thought mOl:i.llikc:ly ta 
: : f'lC'li~tc, Indeed I thOIl /rht would do ~L\'.~ly en'l'Y pO"'-' lblc 
. obJcctlon to a. measure Slat s('('mro to be \\ i ... h('<i tor, ond 

c. that in it~lr met Illy ('Illin' l"onCUHN1C(': but the only 
c. obj: t.:tion that tan l' think (',i .. t in tl1(' 1l1ind of an\' nn. 
(. soimbtc n'an to the l'li~lpili\\' of tl:e .luti1r('!i, arisc; ti'am 
" ~:.e possib!C' ('m'ct that' may I)e pl'odlH:t·u by tit€' n('c(><.;.., ity 
(( It pulS tbem llTldpr. or !o!oiil:it i:l" the ' -otp..; of the cl~'( -
(, N ' " tor .. , j 0 w,,1 ;:rrolltlchd oh)(·,_,tion ntH Iw om'retl lC' 

"tht.':l' l. n III t ,r Oll {' \\ :lPn lliC',' tl r,' (.h'dl'd , On 
t , II ", d " J ICCOllllaIY, hl('U' lili.<.'lllti un !:i1l}lC'rlJl' h.ni.)\\' l'dgc H~\l r 

" r1l'u" 
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" ,ellder them highly u.~flll, alld were it not fOf other Con- . 
" siderations highly desirable member'S. I cannot but t'x­
,< cecdingly lament) that a measure whi<.:h I COf'r.;idl'l" as he .. 
" n(>ficia\ to the country should not have taken clleet. 
" The people however in the disappoilltn nt of lh 'il' ex­
" pecwt on., will do nlP the jll~lice to acquit me of twing 
" the CaUt\l' of it, a~ they mu~t equally acqUIt me or br·ing 
" the cause that so little of the public bu~ine30i it::; b(;e~ 
(, done." 

On his rntranc(" and dE'l){ll'ttll"C fi"OlU the Co\fncil cha.m ... 
bel', the Governor wus checr<.>d by the popujace, fi·jl'lt.J ly 
to his measureR, with loud and rcpmt£'d acclamution!', 
'While the crc<:;l-fallen memOtor..; and tbt·ir frit'nds r/·tin·d 
with silent intiignalioll. 'the Governor's military promp­
;wde, which they considered in civil attairsa-; v(>rgin~ 1Ij In 

d e,;potil:iltl, ag;:\tn overreached du·i.· cXpt'ctations and -the 
~anudian publjc (a very gt'{.~l majority of lhe popubtioll) 
univer3aHy expressed their resolution of re-elt.'ctinL; th(' Itlle 
members, with injunction3 to persevere in the sa.lnl~ I)) 'a.­
surf'S. So strongly were tlwy prt'poses"ieu of the 0»1 lIB, 

that the Governor, influenced by his titvorite, only \\I ~lll'd 
to screen him fj·01n the ignominy of an expulsion. 

Ppon n. cool survey of the que~li0ns that 1(',:1 to tlir mis­
understanding bptwcen the Governor and the UCHI'"(' of .\s­
sembly, we m.ay at this lute period be indulged in the as­
sertion, that the situation of the Governor was critical and 
tl'yinu III the extreme; and it is difli eu lt to conceivr, how 
]lC cguld otherwise have consistently extri~\u'd himsr!f 
fi'om the embarrassing dilemma, into which he had been 
urged. 

After [he di"olution, studied addresses prepared hy 8-

~pnts of tbe administration, flowed in upon the GUH'rIlQr 
"ii'om all quart(·rs. The city and county of (~lI(>l>('c, the 
city of Montl't.·al, the tOWI\ of Three-l{i\·eJ'~, and the Bo­
roucrh of \Villiam Henry, and the counties of \Val'witk 
anti Orle:ln~, were con&j)icuous on the oel'asion. The late 
members u!;:,i'\lcd by their fi'j('lld!':, in the Illl"O.ll time, ex oo 

ertl'd Lhr01!'clvcs diligently to ~('cure their plcctions. ~onn~ 
adaptl'd LO the vulgar taste, and calculat~d to rOu~e the 
pllblie l'\pirit W('fC eOmpOSl\.l and eircula.lf'd, the (~n(l­
diul It.'<'lllNl with harangues, addr(':,~(''' and ob!o.cn':ltlOns 
Qn the occurrence.; of the day, and the mea.sures of the t:x('oo 

,utne; 
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cutive;.wbile on'the other hand, the discovery of cabals and 
plans of insurrection and rebellion, were mystel'iouhly whis .. 
pered amon" tbeminions ofthcadminislration. Atone mo .. 
ment it wasorumoured that the french minister in America. 
had supplif'd large sums in gold, to pmOlote the views of the 
seditious in Canada; at another, that the whole of his cor .. 
respondence had been intercepted by some confidential a. 
gems of our government. These reports, though utterly 
groundless, and beld in contempt by the adverse party., 
the fabrications of intriguing sycophants, were never .. 
theless, evidently intended to prepare the public mind for 
some eventful crisis • 

• Of the many anonymous produc::tions published at th(" prorioo, ont' ad· 
drl'sscd 10 Ibf' public ill a fiying sheet of tbe C'nnatliNI <lglled I'Ami SIn.­

«re, excitw mucb attention, and created ulle&ine"~ in tbl' mind of tbe GO'" 
" ernor, who it se~D1S made up hi! mmd, (rom tile moment of Its appear 
tKlce to sease tho CIIIIGdien PrCif.-::'cC Avpelllhs. Letter 1\.. 

CHAP· 
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W E approach" period in the annals of the colonv, en AI'. 
upon wllich, from the contra riety of pnhlicopt ni :" 

as to the' m('a~urcs by which it is charactE'l'i<';f'(l, '''"C' t'nll'r ....,.. ........, 
with diflidrllcc and rC5;pcct. The storm thru had b('('1\ ibId. 
gathering for some timC', wa~ now rcady to burst. The 
ell~clions were approrlching, and the ('xccutivC' sct'l11C'd dl'-
[('rmined to strike a blow, tlUll would crush all !'pirit of 
opposition in thC' people, and awe their leadel's into bi. 
leBec and suullIission. 

On the 171h cloy of March, a party of soldiers head",! 
by a magistra.te alH[ two cOllsw.blcs, procecdel..l LO the ((f~ 
tUlJh 1l )'riming-Offic(' in Que-bec, under tiw sanc lion of 
the exC'culivf', whcl'C' having forcibly sriz.cd th(· Pl'l'!''';. l,n<1 
the wholl' of' the paper ... of' ('very dc:;cl'iption toulI(l in ttl(­
hOll~r, lhn' conv('\,('{\ th~nl fi'om thenct" to diP vault..: or 
tlw ('ou rt-ifou"C'. ¥ The printer of the ( unad;(ll 'Ht~ ap­
pr"IH'nd('ti , and aftcr c:xftmination before the count'il, \\..i:; 

cOlI\mitted to pri'ion. The guard~ in the mean tillll~ \\0('1'(' 

5t1'('n l ,t11<."nc(i, aml patrolt''i wel'e ~ent in all dirt'cllonl> 
throl~gh the city, as if 1m immedIate and uniY(,\"'lnl l!.l<.,ur 

rcctiol1 of tlir pl'opic had been C"xpectcd. The Jlub li t· ~l l iid 
at th C'~c al)pearane(,3 of Ill1mmal prcca.lIlion~ r('mailu',i ill 
sil<>llce nIH 51lSpl'IlCe i while the dl~coH'ry of piots, (·:dn>·; 
3nfl conspiraci('';;, wa~ confidently a,"sPl'tcd: and an of]!\'j.ll 
pro1llui!.,ralioll of ~on)(' d('C'p laid con-;piracy WiN anxi'PI .. h· 
(, \pected. The -Mon trea.l couriel' was dNaint'tl bC'youd tl,,'" 
\b;lal time, with a yiC'w, :l.9 it wa., prC'tenuL'd, of pr~\Tllt­
in~ any l"f'port of the mca.:;nl"('s r('~ort('d lo, until the ex­
pected di..:coH'ries were mad~. ThTl'I' sucCl~sin' &l\,~ W('ft­
occupied by the m:Igi.;tratC':; and. crOWIl OmC('r~ ill (':xamin­
tng til<' old pap('r~ :"'it,il"'ll nt the Canaliiul Printing-OJ:' 
fice. On the 19th of'lltfeh, three canadi:l1l :"l'J\{! ·Ilktl 

of di~tinction * w('tf' ~lpp:chl'n~ed I?y a \\~3rrallt. <;"C'd u_· 
three 'fcmbpl's of th" }:"'(('Ctll1Y(' Conncil and c~~t in:u 
pnson. Three oth(,rs ill the dii;trict or :\lontt\.".ll t !-.i;..lIC'd 

• 1\1,. i,..ur~ n,. rlar.l, B!al.c11r"t ami Ta.c:lt"rtnu, nll'lJ".bC'fS ,f tlFl' 1; ... : ... 
nO\l~c or A f ml, 'y 

t \If'. i"lIr f .... uorce, (~otar, P uhlic,) Pnpine:lUof C!l::m:'ly, urd ~;''';l 
oJ lsl\!.J c~"~. 

D thp 
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the Mm(' fhte, under the indefinite ch=tr,gc of heing !tui1tJ 
of trcflsonable pra('ticc~. These' commitllwnts werC' ma· 1e 
under an annual act. inlituled, "An .\et fi>l'thC' hptterpro 

" serv:llion of his ,!\fa.je~ty's GovC'l'nm(,l'lt," which, from 
the measures now rC'ialE'd, fell into disrcpute, and wa~ not 
rcnewed after the pr(";C'nt :u:huinistl"lliioll. So information of 
any importance resulted from tite' 8c:,u'l'h lI~a(IC'. among tht' 
]JapC'1'1I seized with the pn's"-, bllt tlU' hasty I1npl'l~Onmcnl (!r 
thl'('C reputable citil(~ns, glln~ SOllle coloul' to til<' talt.~ ~r 
intended insnrrection that Wf'rc :ll'tflilly cin.;ulatc<i, and It 
wa::; generally llndC'l'stood, that gO\'C'J'Jlmcnt were in full 
possession of all the cil'cnTllstanc('s of llie suppm;cd COil' 
spira.cy. Thcre is how('vel' to this da.y, no satisfactory proof 
before the public of' the slightc!'t plan to subvert the p;o· 
vernment: and the rcnd(,l"~ in tlte absence of even the 
li:!;htf':.t grounds to create such a prC'~umption, as w(,11 lh 

fi'olll the t'nlargelllf'lltofLlwpri"iotl('['s wilholltany trial. is lefi. 
to ,indge, wIH~thcl'. thepxtraonlinary and my~tcrious proceed. 
ings l'e30rted to on the occasion, were the rc~ult of well 
grounded appl'ehen:-.ion of public ('ommotion, 01' merely to 
colour an act, which otherwi!)e, cannot but be considcrl--d 
a:, an exertion of power. 

On the 21st of "March, the Governor i:-::o>ncd a proclama­
tion, unique in its kind, and somewhat v('rging on romam:r, 
In it he admonishes the canadian subjects to beware 
of the arts (without fUl'Ilishing any proof of their ('xi:,. 
tencf') employed by designing men, to mislead them. lie 
expatiates on the benevolence of the 1II0thf'1' country to. 
wards the colony, and On the patcrn:.tI ~olicitud(' of' his~o. 
v('r('ign and. himsC'lf, fol' the promotion of its wclfilre. fle 
dC'scants upon the talC'~ l'C'spectin!t himself, which he is in. 
fill'lnNI han:- been circulated with a "iew to influence and 
dt'ct'iH'the p<'ople: and LIllIS vehement Iy apostrophizE'i-> the sup. 
posC'd authors of them, " base and. darillO' fabricator; of 
" fitl,;ehood: on what partol' act of' IllV lifc(l~yoli found .. ueh 
" a"'i('l'tion~? Canauian!-l, a~k of tho~c to whom you form· 
" er,ly looked 'with attention and r('sp<'ct: a"k the hra<.\.,; 
" of your church who hll\,(' opportullltif's of knowing 1I1C. 
" These arc men of honor and knowi('{iw' ~ Th(':;e arc nwn 
(C from whom YOH ought to -;l'(,k f()I' information and advice: 
'( thc icadprs of f~tction: tlw d('m31:rOlf11t'S of a party, a~. 
" sociat~ not with me: the), canllol\;~OW me. • . 

The earnest spirit which flOWb through LItis production, 

.. See A]'pendb: B. 
~hcws 
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~1'""V'1 th(' 'wlcl'lni lation Wilh which he lntf'!vlN\ to Jlf'r· 
E·'\,t'l(, 111 his mca~un' ... , ft-; tIll'V were evidently the rl· .. ·, ll ofa 
COI!ll('1('lltiOlh cop\i( till11 on ·hi .. minJ of tl;rir P'P ',-hence 
al t!.i .. cri~i"'i. "t''''''t·Il,~t'r ... w('r(' di~patdled in u.~l directions 
tj ~;l}ll 'i.dlll 11,(' PIO\'jIlCt.~ to dj,;lribute COpl':" of thC' pro. 

C.l'll,Hi uu" all,i ' It· ,",oand of' insurrection and rebellion In 

('JII:l :a. \"('Ill J:! LJlOnd. ,lid was echoed round the world, 
a· a p{<' iod wlLidl dup~ not ('\!t'n atlord the sol itary in .. 
51' nr. of a t rial, milch les~ a conviction, of a i'lin ~l~ indi .. 
vi ,IIl'l] in the <:olony, for tl'Cafion ol'sectit on. TIle Clergy wel'e 
8',~ II ,;tIlWI \ to C;lIPPOl't the administrfllion on the pre!;cnt oc .. 
c;~ :u.I, md ttw proclamation. in ouulience to the wish of 
t1 ,'Xt't'll IVe', was publi.,hcd in ~OIl1C' inSUl_n(c:" in ll ie 
eh, (...:h. dllrin;,{ divitlc sel'vict", in miter., at the church 
cit,I) I' aft .. !' its condu!ooion. h wa"- confidently 4?xvccted by 
t l publ;,,, thaI hi, 1",·.I,hip the Calholtc BISllOp ot Q"o­
hI'\.'. would 0:1 ,Sun 1,1 the day succcE>ding the i~""II(, of 
thf' prol'!amil.jon ...... \ 1\ 11!-cour"'(,~lIiwLIl.' 1O tlw OC .... 1 .. 1.)Jl. 
A 11<'!{'1 1J':\tll:ldl'IJl"t, ... ~t·d into the Cath(,fLal. bitt I t'y 
V. ~.' dl·',!ltJoi\lte ... l. The zealotstooh.. uml"a~t't1t ti1(> tl.' ." 

in ~ 111 I [~il'llce 01' tht, worthy P\'(~\ate, The C:.ul,Nil'a <1.$ 

011 L(' ~';nduy IhllO\\-ing ll'.f.1.in cro"ded: the produllIulIon 
\\a .. J.-':ut and his Lord .. hip detiq'rcd to SOil\(" thou ... ancl:-. of 
S}" ' .. ·lo\l(' '., Iln Huh· and impl~·","i\'e dil.;cotll'SC', SHHl,d to d'e 
cr.; "pkxlOn of tll(.' Him':' ~ lie advened Willi Ot'«()h II J 
sl'ir~t, to thl' hn.."y l..('ul, ,,·"icll had iIHL.n·d SOllll' to ton .. 

d", ,. til' S\lpiIH'II{,"'; or the CI('r~y, "ho, he olhel'\'cd, were 
n ~ .. :o)'ul , z, 'aiol1<'; and in"trucLcd in tlwir duty towards. 
L 'il ~O\'t'tt'Jgll~ ll,all at till' }wriud ot' tlw rc"ol\llion Of lhe 
)1' 1.~hl)OHrlll~ (010))1('" Wlll'lI tb:' hdrlity of' the canadlal\ 
Cath'JIIl:: Ch'rgy hn,1 ~WI'1l u'I'dbgably (':-;tabli"hed. Il(' ex .. 
po;t:l ·it'ti wilh l~l'UI'Ilt'S"\ amI ]>I'l'Ci"'IOII, d:l' dllli('S of Po 
8Hb.!!,ct at d 0. cl.n:-.tllll\, 111 the AAl ntary SI ,Ul1l1i<o..,ion lv the 
h.s!1, alH! LO till" constituted uutllUritil':; of taC' lane I. I "nt 
ti l{" !Ot.atl' of tl1l' puhlic lIIiml at thi:, junctur€') ttal'ththl.-ltllY 
ot' H'(,tJncidH~ 1,;\l'Iit"S, 111"Ht'li b~- a ~('ril'''' <J[' dt't:tton:.. into 
that pohlil'al Ul\lluo~lty 11lt:1J,'ntal to lice gOH~rnllll'nb, is 
ca<l), cOlln·i'.ell. 

The Chil'f' .ruritic(' at th(' opening of the Criminal ~cs .. 
,iOll."Il\ 'larch, in dt'iin'l'mg I,i .. dHuge to the Gmnu J1lI'Y, 
calh·d lIll'\f .lll('lIttOIl tt) t!1(' t('ndellc), UI' dlt' o":cul'rt'ncC'_..;, that 
h;l(l glWH luom to til{' plol'lalll:nion, '\ hidt ht' )'('01(\ 0\1 the 
O~l'a"';lOll, The (il,ttld ,I Y ill anS\H'r to his gp('~'ch. drrw 
lll) au atlJre~~ Lo Lil\! COlin. in ",b.i.l'll they alllUlad\ ('li 
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stron.:r1y upon c('rtain numbers of tbe Canadien, and otTI '" 
pID'! 1 ,·, ions is:-ding- fi'olll that Pl'<"'s, ac; dangerous to Ihe 
}Jt' CP and s('curit); of the colony. They In .like .manner (·x .. 
prc:;<;pd th€'ir di"ipleasure at di\'~rs produclions til til(" Q1/~" 
blC lhrrury calculated to exclt~ Jtalou;sY and di~tru~t III 

the mmds of hi., ~Ir~iesty's canadmn sU~I('Cts, leaVing It tQ 
the wi,dom of the court to adopt Plllch m('asnrl"S th:r,'upou 
811 nlfght bf' fonnd expediellt: and con~ludc:d by dlsclatm. 
i 'l~ a wish to encroach upon t~lC gcn.lI1t1l". frcedom . or the 
pre~"~ but that t1w abuse o( tllls. IIH'Sllll1tlule pnYllt'g<>, 
,\Jluch could onlv ten!l to a subvennon of order, ~vas the 
(:j;jujcct of their animadversion .• 

In April, an inE'ffecLual effort was made in the Court of 
:King-'s Bench to obtain a 11abtas Corpus for one of the 
g~'ntlcnH'n detained in r,ri!;on, undpr suspicion of tr('a~ona~ 
~j' practicE's, The fai ure of this application left no alter .. 
nauye to tit£' prisoners, ,,,,ho were lett to pine in solitary 
tonfinement, until the Governor should be pleased to bring 
them to trial, or release them. In July fblIo" ing, one of 
tlle gentlemen confined in the jail at Quebec, became ~eri~ 
ollsl.\'" ill fi'om h'ngth of confinement, and was released by 
the Council: another was also shortly utter released fh)lll 
the 1'ame causC'; and the printer was In the month of Au ... 
gust, also turned out of prison. 'l'IH'Y however, previouii 
to their enlargement, gave security to app<.>ar to answer such 
bill of indictment R", might UP aH.erwards umnd against 
t hem: a precaution probably intended to ~ave appcarun. 
ces, no bill having ew'!" aflei·wards bflcn p r(,::Icnted by the 
crown ofllcers; nOl' does it appear tha.t the Govt'rtlor at 
allY time serionsly intended to risk the test of a 'urdirt 
llfJon their guilt OJ' innocenc£', which in the event of' an 
al:;lt~iual, mus~ have covcrf.!d the admini:,tratlOn with ig .. 
Jlonuny. 

,The September Se:i~ion of th(' criminal court ebp;-:oo 
'WIthout nny attention to the prisonel' remaininO' ill con'" 
fineme.m, t 'who solicitou~ for a. trial, had repcat~ly r(,(i.l~. 
e1-{ With manly re1lulullOll n. prccariou'i (lllhll'l"ement, 
"<thollt,the opp?rtllnit~· of v~l1l1i~ating .hi"> .1'£,\llHrrion hy 
the verdict of a Jury. [Ie mamtulllf'd With 1I11 cXlblc per .. 
6~Vf>rance, the inte ... p·ity .of his conduct ami political opi. 
J1l0~S, and dio,;claimcd thE' imputation of treabon or di~at: 
fu\,;uon to tnc person or go"ermncn~ of his Sovereign j and 

tbe 
• Till I~rl'!~en-m 'ot ha~(p('rh8:p~ IIllju.tly) IIP(,lI r~pl"oached as U11 aCL of 

C'GWardl,y c(t,lIplia.1l't! ,,.nth vo\\er. t ,\1;. U;u,u·J. 
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ti,e storn Vicoroy himsolf has been heard to expr"". an 
itnolu1llary ~lCCJU for the consiljtency of his conduct. 

The pC'riocl at which we arc arrinxl has been sarcasticnl­
ly tertlH'ti Ihe rc·jO'Il of' tl'ITOI'. Tile pel"cmpLOry IOc:tloiun:a 
of the (;U\'('1'110:-' ~tl'tlck the oppo,,;,ition with disiliay; 
bi t. thOU...{il !H,' had ,:) lIppl'c~scd, yet. be had not efi(.'clUaIlJ 
ollbducd the spirit "I' the people. The elections (or th~ 
~('W Parliament look place in A pri\' and, the lale mem .. 
bers n:!piH preva.iled, almo:;t univcr~ally throughout thlt 
province. 

The J ud~c upon whos(' account the present diffic\ll. 
ti'~ had ol'i~inalt'd, untic! the pro:-;pcct of bcil~ calh.·J to 
the L''gi~lauve Council, diu 1I0t pl'l':;(~nl him~1t a~ a can­
did'lte in the connty he had recently repl'ehC'nted. J-It· how ... 
eVE"f was not afterwards called to the Legislative ('oU IH.:tl 
as hl' expected; and we are left to conjecture, wliC'thcr he 
dl!din~d his re-election throu(,h n. faHaciou .. prom iRe ti'oln 
the -administration to that PUfPO~f", in ordC'f to inou('c 
hi'll to retire, And by that lIlcan~ put an end to all ... ~ "if~ 
with the Asacmhly on hi') account, or whethC'rdisg:n~tt 1, 
Wi lh the intri6ues and animosity of the times, he comiUll...:d 
his tranquillity by a voluntary retirement. 

A pause ensue(I, in which nIl pal'tie~ se<"med dt.,,,jr(1l1Q of 
repose (i'OIn the f1'1litlC"'1.S conti'st ill , .. hich they had 1 'l'U 
("n,ra'red. The Iwisoners confined at "Montreal, wth 'r V 
haa ~dlcred all the incollvt'ni('ncies jlnd discomfi)rt"l 'J i, 
dilillp anrlnnhcplthy prinon, and the sen>-rity ofa snrly jani­
tOI', were succc~binlly l'clf'as(.'d. One of'thclIl i~ said to h.ne 
di l.!d of illn(,~5 contracted during- IIi..; impri.,;ol1ltlt'llt. The 
Govel'nor in the mean timc turned hi 'i attcntiun. to til(' 11:1-

!'Jrovrment of the illterior of the !,rO\inc('~ ns \\ ell a ... to 
the cities of Quebec and 'Jontn'a ; to "Iliell he ll;"'(,\; l­
ed chail111(,11 to pr('side in tht.· Court!; of quar:,']' !-r~"I1I11!-'o, 
with annual stipends. 11 (' call:-\~'\l a road to I.w IIp<'1)f'ci 

frolll St. Gilf's, 11\ the vicinity 0(* Qu('bl'c, to tht' to" Ils1::I) 
of Shipton, IH.~a r the pro\'incin\ lJol1lHlary lint"'; :l <ii.r') )~·c 
of upwards of sixty 1IIilt.'s, by n. df'lnchll:llll of IWt'f'-i, 

,yhich allonl(>d n. shol't and easy COl1l11:unit:ation for tht' 111-
dU"ilrious scttlcfI; in the new LOWHl!ihl}':', v, tLh the Ql!Cbl'C 
Dlarkct. 

Tho pew Parliament met at Q{;cbt'c on t.he I':](h of :),'-
<.. mh r 

". -Mr. C()rbeil. 
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comber 1810, and the House of .I .. rmhly llllvin~ ..... 
le(;le~ their fOI1'~er Sp;akrr: t,he Go\,t'rnor ati"',again al" 
provlIl(J' of their ciJolce. Informcd tlJ(~1I1 by llls ~P('('(,; 1. 
'" that as he had IICVl'l' doubted the lo)'nlly and zeal oftl'e 
" severn I Parliament:; which h(' h<1d occa~ioll to nwrl 'I; 1 e 
" hC' as:.-umed the aumini ... tration of tile gOH'rnment flf (I.e 
" proyinc{>: so be relied \Vilh eq'UlI a..'isurancc, that hp w,)\IIl! 
" not fail to experience the saulC principles in that w'lil.'h 
" he was then addrcs~in" j Rnd thut Ifl the conti dent ex_ 
ec pecral10n that they w:;'e anHnatrd by the h~t intentiolJI 
" to promote the inler~ts of hi!) 'laj(>!-oty's gllv(>rnmclll, 1.nu 
" tlae \YI'lfal'c of hill lwople; lle slwaltl look tor t:w h.l.ppy 
" dl~'l'ls of such a dl~po~itiol1 in tLr tellor of dh'il' dell. 
" beratiuns and the pi~patch of the public bm.>iIH.'bS," 

" 1 licl'tire to call YOUI' llltention ( .. aid he) to tile tern .. 
" porary an lor th e'" better prc!o.l'r\·tuiull of his ~hj(~l'i[) 'a 
" nO\<'rllmcm, as by law hap}'lIy (·.,tnbli~J.ed. ill thi .. provi a-:", 
" "mel to t hat for (,~labll:-hill" n .. 'II"lIlations rcsped ill!, alH'lb.l r 
" L I"" I'I' ccnal ll sllujectsofilis ~ uj{'st)' who have n:~ll ed III r,ln. f'. 

C( \ 0 d.angc has taken place in the hlat£' of the} 'IItA ~l' 3tlai. i 

" I h:tt 0)11 wal'rrtnL a dep:'l1't ure fi'om tho~£' pr£'c ;.Ili IOllh til H1 
" that vi~ilanc('whiLh IUl \,' hithl'rto j nduC'Pd ill: ~ Ill' Lnan\,:!Jt'; 
,. of the 'Legi"'latuw LO ton"iHh.'I' th('d' HIls ilS J:r>cC'.:;sary. I!i 
" saying thattlJeY nrc j,)lpOl'lHm LO tiLt i,llfl'C~L ofu i:i ;\ ~i.I." 
c. jf'Sly's government, you will not, J ,III) tont;,n'nt, ~)r a. 
" moment suppose, that [ mean to (livid,' tltl'''le i'I'OII) the 
c. intf'rests of the pllblic: tiwy IJI'O in!o,el-Hrah;c. 1"IC IHe" 
" scrvatioll of hi~ \hj":oOty's !:to\'l'l'mllent IS th~ -,afet..\' 0, ~'l e 
c. PI'OViIH':C, and it~ s('c'trity j" the> ollty ~atcgllard to tl"(~ }-ll" 
" blic tranquillity, llldl'r th('.,,<, cOllsidcration:-l 1 nllJllut 
" th('rcrorc !Jut re(;omnle>lIo t1wl1l, togNhel' \\ It h the act .f! k­
c. IIl~ temporalY prcn-j.,i01l., f(}1' tll(~ ICb''l1lalion of tr~\.tl(; bl'­
" l\\t'cn 1111s prm·jncc (tnd til(' Ilnitcd Sta.tes, to your iI~, 
" aml immClilate c::onsidcl'Ution .·' 

,~ TIC' intreated them to bdi('\'(" thnt 11(.' should have !!fE-at 
" ~mti,,",~.lction i.n cuiti\aling that hanll~IIlY and good Il~(lt'l''' 
" HanhlP.p; winch Ill ;U'It be !'II) COlldUClve' to the plo""'p{'nty 
" aTld haj'pitH,,,-; of tllP co!nn\", HIHlthat he should mo"t 
c, l(~d ll ~; ,Inri Ch('t'Il'lllly COUrlll' in pvelY m('a~ur(' "illeil 
c; l lwy ll!i;.;llt rmpo.,c, l{'lhling- to promote' tho ... e i ptlr­
e; t<.lL t ,.b, t";." If., ('ulLdnd(·d hy oh~C'n"ill'f •. that the 
" nil? of hi, l'(W .. l!lIl't ,\11<: to dischal'ffC hi~ "'dllrv 10 his 

~ 

~ . ~lHl:rlloli lJj' a I.UI •. )lUllt atteHtiOn to the wcllarc of his 
sub. 
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¥ subiect1.i which were committed to his charfJ'e, antl'l1lal 
" he ft-'It thest' obj(>ct<; to be promoted by a ~lrict a<1I1('1'­
" ('nc('to the In.ws and to th(' prilll'ipl~ ofth(> cOll!-ltittHion. 
" and by maintaining ill their 111<.;1 oaiaHcl-' ttl(' ril,-hlS ami 
'I- priyilegl'S of cH'ry branch of the legi:,laturc." 0 

Imm('<iintC'ly 3.flt"'l" dcliY('rin~ hi~ l'pCCcll, hC" !'cnt a ml''O,. 
s~e to the 1I0l1~~' by a 1H('lIlb<.'l' of llt(' E~:ecllti\·c Council, 
inlimati ng that \11'. Bedard, l'tlllrncd to S('I'\(' us a. 1llC'llllwr 

i()}" the county of Rlll'rC'y. Wtl" dC'tairH"l\ in the common jail 
for lh{' di;itricl of Q,nciwc, uuder a warrant of' thn'(' nU~'lll­
ben of his ~fa.jl\SIY'H Execntive Council. hy "jrtllf' of the 
act" lor the ul't(C'r IWt's('l'\'utioll of his Mt~c~ty's go\,('rI\­
" mClIl ns by la.w happily ('Slabli~llCd in this prO\-irH.:t'," fOl" 
trensonabl(' pra(;tit:(·.-;. h wa~ e"iul'nl fi'oJll tll(' [('1101' of 
the Goy('rnol"s Spl'(Och, and Itis sHbKt'qllellt 1I1('s~agf' to tlw 
Hou..;(·) that the.' rt.'ncwal of this unpopular act would be 
in~i,:;tcd upon hy the.~ administration at all hazard... The 
~wntilllcnts or till' majol'it y of' the lfou:-e Wf're without douht, 
(Ontirclv a\CI~C to tht'recent measures or the aclmini .. ;tra­
tion. '1'0 n'l\('\" the obnoxious aCL would be at onCl' an till­
eqni,·ocnllu.lmis",ioll on thC'ir part, of it'i ('x}wdit.'I1Cl', :l~l.l 
of the propri<'ly of' it~ rccent opf'nltion. On till' ot\ll'r 
hand, a rdusal lUi~lttl'mbroil th(,111 more than ('wr \\ ilh 
1 Ill' eXl'cnun', nnd f('snlt in COnSl.'qUl'T1cco; filtal to tilt.' tf;1!1-
Gaillity of' the colony. '.rhe examplE.' of the two pn."el·(\­
in~ parliulHcnl~ wa!S sull fresh in their lIlcmory, a.nd the 
.lnHexihle consi!"tency of Governor's chr..racLer ilad (w('r­
CO!lll~ the firmness of the House. 'fhl'yobserved JI1 th('ir au­
dr<'.;~ to the Gon'rnor, in an~wcr to his spf'cch " that th('v 
concurred with hi;i I~xccllency, that no change had tal.;.c;. 
place in th(' public atlitirs abroad, that would warrant an 
alkJ'alion of tlu'proyisions of tl1Cpro ... incial t('mporary act, 
which provided for the bC'ltcr prc'-l(,n'ation of hi!-t 'fD:i~ty'!-i 
gov('fnll1C'nt: yC'l thal they thought it their duty to inf(,rm 
his Excdlcnc\', that thc fca.r8 and npprp\ten'\ionc:; which 
prevailed among n grellt number of his :\Iaj(.~ty'~ loyal :lnJ 
faithful subjects in cons('([tH'lleC of the execlltion Of'thL't 
net, would demand their SNiol1s consideration t)!'fim.~ tllt'y 
cOlltl .l\'tcrmin(' if ib continuation in the \vlwlc of' it~ 
pn.·sl·nl form and t(>nor, would insure that confill~'nc(' 1)(,­
tWl'('H hi~ ~"nj(,sly'::I ft0vcrnl'll£'nt and hi!'! ~\1bi"cts in Cn­
mula, which i~ th(, sa.f~guard of the fOl'lI1t'l', ~ld. of the 1:1" 

t~·r·':,to.; of the' puhlic, in titCHlhChC's Illseparabll"" I'lh'), lww­
ever pledged lhcm!Sd ... cs thallhc vrcscnt act allJ thllL rl;" 
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sp<,cting alif'ns, 'Wouhl hccom(' the objec~ of'theirmof't ~:ri. 
ous consideration ,. flilly cOI\\'incrd (<';llld the)') that. It 13 

the mo~t :o;criOllS wish of your ExcC'll<"llcy to culumte 
that harmony and good nnderstnndin~ which is so condu • 
rive to the prosperity and happin~s of'the colony, we ~haU 
c1werfully concur in any measure Lcndin" to prOlll?tC' tho.;;e 
impOl'tant O~il'CLS: ohjects (they ob:".erved) nIDI'C (limeult t<9 

he obtained in this province than in any other of his I\fa~ 
jNty'S colonies, fi'OTn tIl(' difJen:ncc in opinions, cuc.;toms 
and prejudices of hir; ~rtli('sty's su~jectg residing therein. 
\Ve reAcct with pain on the efforts which are made to 
tcpresent in false colol1rs. ullCl in a Ineasure widC' of tl'uth, 
the opinion~ and sentiments of (he dim'l'ent classes of hi~ 
lJaje,.;ty's subjects in Canada. Following your Excellency':; 
example, let ('"cry one £i.l1fil his tluty to our august Soverei~l1\ 
by an unremitting attcntion to the intere~ts and the happi. 
,,~s of his subjC'cts in this colony, and he will feel that a 
~trict adherence to the laws and principles of tbe consti .. 
tllrion, and a firm support of the equal rights and prin .. 
c lples of every branch of the IC'g-islatUl'C', arc the means of 
S<'Curing to his l\fajesty's subjcct~, the fun and entire C'u .. 
jOYlllC'nt of their liberty, religiomi opiniol1!l-, and proper­
ty, and which cannot be more perfectly confirmed to lilem 
than by the fi'ce constitution, which it has plf.>used his 
tnost gracions lIIajc,ty anel his Parliament to grant to 
chis province." 

\Vords cnn scarcely imply" more direct disapproval of' 
the recent measures of the Governor, who felt t11e forc~ of 
their reflections, and repliC'd in a way which left no room 
in their minds to doubt of his earnest re~olution to prosc~ 
elite the renewal of the a.ct in question. He l't'lUl'ned them 
bis acknowledgments for the sentimC'nts of loyalty, and 
the good intentions to promote the intcr('st~ of his Majesty's 
government, and the welfare of their fellow subjf'cts, ex. 
pl'es~ed in their address. "I shall at all times (said he) rCo' 
" ceive with attention any information 01' advice t11ftt the 
n !Iollse of A:;sel~1bly may think prOpl'l' to convey to me: 
" 10 the present mstance, howevf>r, I fecI myself ca11(>(1 ou 
n to obs~rve, that my information of the state of the pro-­
., vince does nOt ,,,arrant that which you say you think it 
: your dl.lty to give me, ?f the existence o~ fears and np" 

prehenSions, \\lth relation to the executIOn of the act 
« for the beller pr(",;l'r\'ation of hi~ l\faJe::-.ty's government, 
.. '" 10",,( ... uflllic<.l to the people in genernJ. If ,ucb 

" feara 
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1t fi.ar~ nnd l\.pprt~lH'n""i()nH e;ti~l, are th<'y not confi!l(' I) 

" tho ... {~ who an' awal'l' of the pO~"lbilil: of lhl:1I1 d',\''') I.l 
I. l'mnin;,{ ohnoxious to lilt' operation ut' the act? tilt, YOll 

c. or sHdl will hi' alwi\\'!:' louJ; and JIli.h Hot thl,:'ir cia Hour 

'" ha.\"(' mi,.;lcu you to ~uppu~c thpm lIl~ore nUIllll'Ou~ thun 
(. 1 suppo,,;(' lht'~' n'allv arc? Hlll \\ It It H'hrard to the 
" ~o()d IR'<Iplf' oftlH' P{'oYinc(\ 1 alll ~o £:lr tttlin t; lln,lll.:.:t 
" tint t wy It·(.·, any npprelu'lbiOll'i Oil tile slIb.it'ct, th,lt 1 
" <lau.' the slIh.;idill!,!. of'the tCl'tlll'nt t,lml then c:\:]~lc,1 d 
" tIll' l"('stol'fltioll ortlH.' calm that has since prc\'nikd a .. 
" '110Jl~ 111 '1\1~ pn·ci..;('ly from tlte mOIl\('lIl at \\ '.i(:h fh e 
(~ ('x('clitioll of lhat Ilct lOok p!an-, ~iUlilal' lI)/'an~ W thu ... e 
" t()rn1l'r1y <,InploYl,(l mi.~lll again rC'\"jyc the QIl(' and (Ii~­
H tnl'b th(' otlH'r, nlHl nOIll' lwrl\aP~ wonkl ot.' more em'('­
" tual 1:1\· th(' }llll'pO'(' llH'1t wr!.I"'\Il~ amotlg".t the III It'e 
" fl'UN and opprr·hl'n .. ioll'l to whidl )·01\ have allud<.'d. 
" SjjllplC' and 1\IlIllSO'\H.:u·d a"i t\H'y arC' hO\\"('\"('I\ 1 ~,l:t;l 
,: lJ"t1:-t tn tlu·ir .!.!t)od ... ·'I1~/' fur it,.; bpirq found d dl-lcu!l to 
" shake tbl'ir confiJ('IICl' in J li~'L.llbl~·l'i GOH'rtloll('llt, bl·" 
" calise tllt'Y find it 1'"X.I..'r('i:-;ill~ 101' tlwil' I'roh.'t..:tlO~l tIlt" 
,- JUt'an'" with whil:h it i-; il\tnl:it~1 by Law, or bl'cUII!-ic 
" tlwy ... t'(' that GO\"l'rnllH'llt arnwu ,~ilh the powt'1" and 
c. reud)" to htl'P furward ..,hOHltl it become I!('l'~:-;ury to 
" cl"I1sh the art ... offactlon or to aWN the lIIachin:ltion'l of 
"tn'a..;on, ri('\\lIlg youI' .. \ddi"(':"~ in lhp lit...;ht of an nll~­
,. wer to my "'I'c~'(h, 1 mu:,t remark that 1 haye uet'a nlis-­
" umlcr::itoou ill It. 

" Th(' harmon)· oml good t1ndc~tanding whid\ T ("x­
(C pl'f's...;C'd ll\,·!IH' lf dt., .. iroll" of cultlvaling, wa~ that harmUl~y 
"and good lImt('rstnndill~ bClW('C'1\ me anel lh(' othl'!' 
t: hranclws of tIl{' L<,!!i:..laltlre whidl 1lI11~t bt, !So COlldllcin' 

" to the pro~pC'rity alld hDppll1e~s of the CololI),. 'Vlwu .... 
(. n .. ll)('rc('in' YUH havc appliC'll the e,(pl't~:-,ion 1O(·r(' gl'­
" lIcrally to the' C',\i ... tC'llcc of lhe!-i (~ prinCiples m lhp COlnl1lUnr­
c. ty aliarg-(', This would he no Olh('l"\\ j"e (If ('oa"t'q\h'l\l·C 
" than::to; it h;1" I'urni .... hcsl YOtt will, the OPPOrl'JI:ilY or hri1}-4.~ 
" mg lorwanl n. '"i<,ntimfll\t 11\ which [ d .. ·...;!l"c t:W"l t:ohli:d1y 
c. an<l tl"11ly LO ('xpn'.,·' my el1ure ('onI..'UI"J" 'jI({', I ~lll I 
" )Inn with yon III fl'C'lill~ pain m ('\1 l ~· il!"(aJU"'(' in \\ I':l \, 

elf A It. 
.I. 
~ 

l:>JV. 

" t!l{, pa ... ..;IOlb ot"nny o:w part of 1I1 ~ ~::t.i";-t)·· ... Sll'. ,-\ 

" ... lnlll 1('l\cl t h(,111 to rqm'l'tt.'nl in {\b" cuiull1":4, and I 'l, 

" 'Ijilltllr'r ",dc oftru'1Il1lt, opinlCln,.;nud ~t'nti m'nt ... () tillY 

Co. 1 al~ !' lI\('il' fe-How 1'illhif".t:-', \\P1thOlll :1:1 )" l> .. ft t \ • 

" t.:'A.."Hl,lr, l~t c\"l'ry onc a ... yon "',l.y tiu hi:. (lUl), to dIe r ~11~ 
g ,~ Ill-lot 










































































































































































































































































