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MEMOIRS of the Administrations of Sir
James Hexrny Craig, and Sik GrorGe

Prevosrt, in the Province of Lower-Canada
b 3

from the Autumn of 1807, until the Spring
of 1815; comprehending the military and
naval operalions in the Can.ap.4s, during the

™

late War with the United States of America.

CHAPTER L

WO years in which we meet with no remarkable oe-
8 currence had elapsed under the Administration of Mr.
Dunn, when Sin James Hexry Crare arriving at Que-
bee in the autumn of 1807, assumed the reins of Govern-
ment in the Canadas. The former in constant expectation
of a Governor from home, may have probably limited him-
gelf in the exercise of the government of the colony. and
his successor must therefore have found atfiirs in ?-‘.Jl“l ence
on his arrival,

The American Government at that time hegan to breathe
a ],u,-!i.'c _-iu]]“!{ [U\\':ll'l{“* (:I';'.‘tl-nl'l':lill.. fl.‘l. ail :‘I_]‘u an alye
peal was made to the loyalty of the People by his Predec e
gor, the Governor was averse to embedy the Militia, un-
til an emergency should at once demand and jusuiy the
measure. It does notappear that he mistrustesd, on the
contrary, he expressed on various occasions a conlidor ce in
the loyalty of the province, and the hereditarvy animesity of
the canadian to the american character, was a pled re oF
their "llt'i‘ll_\', which he however seemed willing to avoid
(from what motive it is not well understood) putting to the
test.

His first measure was to convoke the House of Asserally
i3 whicks
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which metat Quebec on the 20th January, 1808. Hera
a question was agitated, which, for the two prec_'edmg $e8.
sions having considerably engaged the _attention of the
House, excited the public feeling, and ultimately led to the
troubles which afterwards embittered his administration,

A Judge of the Court of King’s Bench for Quebec, had

for the present, as well as for some former parliaments, been
returned as representative for the County of Ql!eb@(', and a
doubt having been started of the eligibility of Judges for
seats in the Provincial Parliament, the House divided
in opinion. One party maintamed it to be incompatible
with the rank of a Judge, to canvass for votes in a county in
which he was in the daily habit of administering justice,
That many of the electors overawed with the apprehension of
incurring the displeasure of the Judge, who in his judicial
capacity might pervert the ends of Justice to gratify pers
sonal pique, could not be presumed to be free, and unine
fluenced by such a candidate. That in England the
Judges were ineligible to a seat in the House of Eommons,
and in fine, that the artifices and intrigues incidental to
popular elections, were unbecoming in a Judge and a mere
prostitution of the judicial dignity. These and similar ar-
guments were industriously propagated, and gained ground
rapidly in the public opinion. The Opposite party cone
tended that no such disqualification existed in virtue of the
eonstitutional act * by which alone the Colonial Legislature
was to be guided, and that to create such, would be an in-
trenchment upon the rights and privileges of the Imperial
Parliament of Great-Britain, which, it would not fail to re-
sent. Thatit would be absurd as well as dangerous to admit
the right in a constituted body, to amend or modify in
the smallest degree the act of the constituting power, upon
which the very existence of the former th-pendo(l, and there-
fore, that the Provincial Legislature was incompetent to
disqualify any description of His Majesty’s subjects from
being eligible to a seat in the House of Assembly. The
former opinion prevailed in the Lower House, but was dise
countenanced in, the Legislative Council.

Another question somewhat similar to this was agitated
during the present Session. A Jew of reputable charac-
ter having been elected and returned for the Town of

Three«

* The Act of the British Parliament 31, Geo,

8, chap, 3 hi
the Cavadas theirpresent Constitution. » €hap, 31, which gaye 1
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Three-Rivers, it was contended that his religious persua-
sion created av inability to sit and vote as a member of the
House of Assembly. The leading members exerted them-
selves in support of the competence of the House to exclude
him by resolution, or at least of the undeniable right of the
Legislature to supply by enactment, such provisions in
matters affecting l{ll'll' priveleges as might have been impros
vidently omitted in the constitutional act. After some
animated debate, rather relating to the mode of expelling
or disqualifying the Member for Three-Rivers, than to the
propriety of the measure, the party for expelling him by
resolution prevailed, and it was resolved * that being of
& the _ip\‘.}_-,h ]wr-&n;:\luu he L".)lllli not take a seat, II()I; Hi[,
% nor vote in the House of Assembly.” The House grant-
ed a sum for repairing the ancient Castle of’ St. Lewis (the
residence of the Governor) and the business of the Session
being brought to a close, the Governor with some encomi-
ums on the diligence and liberality of the Assembly, pro-
rogued the Session, which terminated the fourth Provincial
Parliament,

Unhappily for the tranquillity of this administration a
party spinit had gained ground, and was trritated by the o-
dious and reiterated reflections of an eminent journalist in
the metropolis of the colony, upon thie manners and cus-
toms of the canadian pupulmiuu. as well as upon their re-
ligious and political opimons. His sentiments in the minds
of those who were, or rather, who conceived themselves
essentially injured by them, were considered as of a party
Anti-Canadian, nay, even of the Government itself. A few
individuals indignant at the affront, incurred the expence of
procuring a press, W ith a view of counteracting the influence
which the labours of the Editor might produce, to the po-
litical detriment of the Province. From this Press a week-
ly paper called L Canadien issued m the french language,
which soon acquired popularity with the denomination of’
an opposition paper. A newspaper strife far from harmo-
nising partics, by-reciprocally enquiring into the causes of
their nisunderstimding, inflamed the growing evil, and the
odious sense applied to the terms Conadien and Anti-Cana-
dicn, Choyen and Democral, distinctive of parties, gave
uneasiness to all who earnestly cultivated a good under-
standing with their fellow citizens. From the novel and hard
spirit of this pul:hr;ninn, many who were connected with
the administration of the Colonial Government, or depen-

B2 dant
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dant uponit, affected to suspect a conspiracy on foot, and
thit secret funds were furnished from uhr‘s:fd for lhlo P
pose of alienating the minds of the peaple h'n"u their a_‘.]ev
sianee. and to vevolutionize the Province. Some ancient
;m_l respectable citizens known to have contributed towards
the 1)!1.1‘!|:n~.- of ‘the press, were dismissed from their rank
in the sedentary militin: among them Mr. Panet. the
Speaker of the House of \ssembly, a gentleman of the
most unimpeachable ‘integrity. 'l'h|.~:|_<.u'u.~‘u|'v n‘.tlmnghpf
little imporiance in itself, created from its harshness; an ins
terest in the public, which strengthened the party a!rmdy
formed in u]»imniliun to the measures of the administration

In June, the elections for the ensuing Parliament took
place, and were conducted in most counties with unani.
mity.  The late Speaker presented himself for the Up-
per Town of Quebec, but the resident Military, and de-
pendants on the several M ilitary Departments in Quebec, en-
titled to vote, influenced by the example of their chiefs,
turned the scale against him. He was however elected in
the mean time for another County.

Material improvements to the fortifications of Quebec
were commenced this summer: and the foundations of four
towers extending across the commanding ground in front of
the walls, west of the city were laid. The extraordinary state
of aflairs in Europe, combined with the American Embar-
go, turned an unusual tide of commerce into the Cﬂnadas,
and their resources and utility to the mother country were
exemplified, far beyond the expectations of the most sans
guine and intelligent speculator,

On the 10th of April the House of Assembly met pur
suant to the Governor's Proclamation, and the people were
on the tiptoe of anxiety, a report having gone abroad
that His Excellency would not concur with the House,
should their choice be in favor of the Speaker of the late
House of Assembly, whom he had some time before dis-
missed from the Militia. This gentleman was however al-
most unanimously chosen Speaker, and the Governor ap-
proved of his election.

In his speech at the opening of Parliament, the Gover-
nor d!*st'ar.tc-:i upon the unfivorable posture of aftairs with
America 3 the revolution m Spain; and the Zeneroys assis-

Lance




Sir - James Henry Crate. o

"0 ganece afforded that country by Great Britain: the emigra- Ciiaw,
P tion of the l\'t.-ll F amily of |’mnls":l to the new world: the 1.
Ir victory of the British at Vimiera, h\ which Portugal had N
1 heen resi ;w! from l‘n- French : and concluded by caution- isuY,
" ing the members of the legislature against jealousies amon x
1% ghemselves, or. of the government, “which could have no
%1 _other :-ﬁn tin view than the general welfare, I regret
0l gentlemen” :-\.'iu be **that 1 have been compelled by cir-
L3

cumstances, to call you together at a season of the year
i which Lam wellaware, must be highly inconvenient to many
% % of you s this cons vh..n:umi\whm) stron rl\, upon my i ind
mE % that not se g any  particular Un_ju?_ of lnmi:L Seivive
“ that indispensibly required your immediate atiention, [

ti «** had it in contemplation t your meeting till a perod

ag ¢ of less pre judicial consequence to your pumu' ACCOMIMu-
¢ dation, but. on referring to the Act of the British Parlia-

! “ ment on which the ('u!h:lnu.nn of this Province is tounl-
“ed, I felt reason of hesitation, at least as to the grounds
€«

I ¢ on whichl suppossed myse {'able todoso; I have therefore

% been induced to vely on your cheerful acq:iescence in
“ the inconvenience under which you may labour, rather
£ than give rise to a possible donbt as to my mtention of
B “Cinfringing on a right so, valuable to you as that of your
or *“annual Assembly. And this 1 have done under the cir-
% comstance of bei ing ]nulutil-d from giving quite that no-
w ¥ tice which has heen in some degree sanctioned by custom,
b L Hi’l(l \\lll[h ¢|.ll||n. not called tor 1\ any ¢ Xpress 5
4  * nevertheless, a precaution for u.u preservation of that
[ 14

guarding a-

mutual confidence wh I h 18 so deswrable, by
) ¢ gainst the possibility of any suspicion, as to the intention
or circumstances under which you may be assembled.”

The House, afier an address in answer to His Excellen-

N cy's Speech into \\!.' i 1t was endeavoured o introduce
# an mdirect reproof for the hints which had lallen from him,
resumed with warmth, the Wu».snn coucernmy the “ aze

and the Jew.* The more determined members were lor éx-
]hhm'- them by resolution, but a motion for the expulsion

of the. |uuvr-'m this mode, was negatived by a consideranie
majority, part of whom. though disposed lml:--_llmul_\ Juuges
from being eligible to aseat i the HNouse, wereayerse 10
the means proposed, insisting that nothing less than an
Act of the Legislature could operate such a disqualifica-
tion. Others stongly urged that the Elecwors weie,
and of right ought to be, the sole constitutional Judgos of

Lue
#* These Gentlemen had been re-vlected at the late Elections.
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the competence of their delegate, and that his expiﬂsioqmi
der ainy 1oiw, would amount to a gross violation of the
most sacred rights of the people, and be an act‘ut arbitrary
power incompatible with the freedom of the Consutution,
Llus eftort having failed, a committee was appmnte'd to
enquire into, and report to the House, the inconvenience
resulting tfrom the election of Judges to sit in the House
of Assembly, and in the mean tme, a disquaiifying bill
was miroduced and read for the first time. The enquiry
was carried on with perseverance, and proved rather to the
disadvaniage of the individual concerned, for which reason
we refrain from any reflections on the subject. The exclus
Blon of the Jew was more closely prosecuted. The House
renewed the resolution which haltl been taken against his
®duiitiance to sit and vote in the last session ol the pres
ceding Parilament, and a Bill 1o disqualify Jews from being
eligibie to a seat in the tlouse of Asseinoly was introduced,
and underwent two readings. The lapse of five weeks ig
tie prosecuuion of these measures exhausted the patience of
the Governor, whose mihtary education and habits, roay
On this oceasion have influenced his better judgment. I'lig
spurited perseverance ot a deliberative body in a favorite
measure, appeared to him like the refractory spirit of a body
©of soldiers, which he seemed determined to crush.

On the 15th of May, Le went down in state from the
Castle to the Legislative Council, where having summoned
into his presence, the House of Assembly, and after giving
the Royal Assent to such Bills as were reacdy, (five in nume
ber) he informed them of his intention of dissolving the
present Parliament, and of recurring to the sense of the
people. < When I met you, (said he,) at the commencement
* oi the present Session, I had no reason to doubt your
““ moderation or your prudence, and I therefore willingly
¢ relied upon both: under the guidance of these principles
€ 1 expected from you a manly sacrifice of'all personal anis
¢ mosiues, and individual dissatisfaction, a watchful solieis
¢ tude for the concerns of’ your country, and a steady per-
¢ severance in the executing of your public duty, with zeal
“and dispatch. I looked for earnest endeavours to pro-
“ mote the general harmony of the provinee, and a careful
abstinence from whatsoever might have a tendency to
disturb it for due and therefore indispensible attention
to the other branches of the legislature, and for rompt
end cheerful co-operation and assistance in whatever

“ might

-~

~
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# might conduce to the happiness and welfare of the Co-
“lony.  All this I had a right to expect, because such was
# your constitutional duty ; because such a conduct wounld
# have been a lasting testimony, as it was the only one
* sought for by His Majesty’s government, of that loyalty
% and affection which you have so warmly professed, and
# which I believe you to possess; and because it was pars
¥ ticularly call’d for by thecritical conjuncture of the times,
% and especially by the precavious situation in which we
# then stood with respeci to the American States. | am
¥ sorry to add, that I have been disappointed in all these

# expectations, and in every bope on which I relied.

 You have wasted (continued he) in fruitless debates,
® excited by private and personal animosity, or by frivolons
¥ contests upon trivial matters of form, that time and
% those talents, to which within your walls, the public have
% an exclusive title. Thisabuse of your functions you have
* preferred to the high and important duties which you owe
¥ to your Sovereign and to your constituents, and you have
# thereby been forced to neglect the consideration of mate
% ters of moment and necessity which were befbre you,
& while you have at the same time virtually prevented the
#introduction of such others as may have been in cone
“ templation. If any proof of this misuse of your time were
¢ necessary, L have just presented it inhaving been called
 on after a session of five weeks, to exercise his Majesry's
¥ prerogative of assent, to only the same number of bills,
& three of which were the mere renewal of acts to which
¥ you stood pledged, and which required no discussion.
&« So much of intemperate heat has been manifested in all
'€ your proceedings, and you have shewn such a prolonged
“and disrespectful attention to matters submitted to vour
* consideration by the other branches of the Legislature,
% that whatever might be the moderation and forbearance
& exercised on their parts, a general good understanding is
¥ scarcely to be looked for without a new Assembly.”

¢ T shall not (he added,) particularly advertto other acts
¥ which appear to be unconstitutional infringements of the
¢ rights of the subject repugnant to the very letter of the
¢ statute of the Imperial Parliament, under which you hold
 your seats: and to have been matured by proceedings,
¥ which amount to a dereliction of the fivst principles of na-
£ tural justice,” He concluded this speech with Lis acknows
' ledgmenss
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ledgments'te the Legislative Council for the nnanimil
zeal, andunremitting attention, they had shewn in their pro=
ceedings.

ADPVINISTRATION OP

To a portion of the House of Assembly, he also express
sed his thanks, and trusted they wonld believe he did them
the justice of a proper discrimination in the sense !l(‘ eln-
tertained of their efforts, to avert that conduct of which I_m
had so much reason to coraplain. By this, gentlemen,” (said
ke, addressing himself to the minority who had purposely
assembled together on one side of the room) “ You have
¢ truly manifested your affection to His Mujesty’s governs
“ ment, and your just estimation of the real and permas
% nent interests of the Province.”

This hardy and decisive measure astonished the leading
snembers, who, at the utmost, anticipated no more than &
prorogation. A dissolution attended with such pointed
and almost personal censure, far exceeded their expectationy
and they returned to their constituents covered with the op=
probrium of having incurred the Gover nor’s displeasuve; @
matter of no little moment in the eyes of the multitude, a8
yet unaccustomed to the freedom of the constitution. The
E‘nnnn')‘ people who were at first disposed to think fivorably
of the recent measures of the Executive, gradually altered
their opinions, and were finally persuaded that the Houseof
Assembly had been dissolved for having espoused their s
terests, in opposition to the encroachments of the Crown.
The press was put into violent action, and the Canadien
teemed with able but sarcastic strictures on the Governor’
speech at the dissolution, and with strong animadyersions
upon the public measures. The preamble to the Bill of
Rights, in allusion to the Governor’s measures with respect
to the Assembly, was inserted as a mottoat the head of
that paper, which was industriously circulated tlroughout
the province. Among other reports. it was said, and at
length currently believed, that the Governor had been ins
fluenced and deceived by the intrigues of a favorite judge,
whom, having discovered the eraftiness and duplicity of LS
character, he now intended to discard, This belief mas
terially contributed to reinstate and confirm the credit of
the late members in the minds of the people.

In the middle of June, the Governor left Quebec on a
tour through the Province, attended with a numerous suite,
and




St Janes Hexny Craie. 13

and travelled in magnificent stvle.  Several of the citizens
of Three-Rivers, Montreal, Saint Johns, and William
Henry, successively received him with Addresses of applause
'd.l!d !h:!]l.kh‘. ﬁbl‘ tlll‘ illl(‘l'l)(l&i[.lt,)ll “1. llu’ l'u‘\';:l iu‘(‘r(l;_:;nnp in
dissolving the House of Assembly. These addresses being
mserted in the public prints, were criticised in the Canga
dicn with much asperity and abuse.®

In the month of October the elections for the ensuing
Parliament took place, and the reople having had ample
time to reflect upon affiirs, |'o-r-\n=ct(=d, contrary to the ex-
pectation of government, most of the late representatives ;
‘remm"ing some who were r-‘up]ms'rd to have been too pas-
sive, and substituting others of a less flexible temper in
their stead.

The House of Assembly et on the 20th January, pur-
suant to the Governor’s Proclamation. The Speaker of'the
last Assembly (Mr: Panet) being re-clected, was approved
of by the Governor, who in his speech to the legislature ad-
verted to the unfavorable disposition of America towards
Great-Britain.  He complimented them on the capture of
the Island of Martinique, and the battle of Talavera, which
had torn from the French that characterof invincibility they
imagined themselyes to have possessed in the opinion of the
world. He recommended a renewal of such acts as might
enable the executive government more v!]i't'll!.‘lHy to dis-
charge its duty, in guarding against dangers which could
scarcely be remedied by the common course of law. He
called their attention to the practice of ll_n--:_g‘mg foreign
bank bills, which, from the want of a remedy in the pre-
sent code of penal laws, had of late, grown to a very dan-
gerous extent, to the prejudice of the neighbouring States
of America; as well as to our own subjects.  With respect
to the question which had led to the dissolution of the pre-
ceding Assembly, he observed, ¢ that during the two
¢ last Sessions, the question of theexpediency of the exclu-
“sion of His Majesty’s Judges of the Comrt of King's
¢ Bench, from a seat in the House of Representatives had
““been much agitated ; that this question rested on the de-
% sire of precluding the possibility of the existence of a bias

\

44

on
¢ Among the arbitrary measures which characterize the times, the di mis-
sl of the Solicitor General, James Stwart, Esquire, from his Office, with-

out any other ostensible reason than his independent conduct
of the House of Assembly is not tlie least rema
ot by Stephen Sewell Esquire, an Advocate at A

as & Memher
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% on the minds of persons exercising fanctions n- lhosh
¢ Courts, from their being under the necessity ot soliciting
¢ the votes of individuals, on whose persons or property,
¢ they might afierwards have to decide. Whatever (said
¢ he) might be my own opinion on the subject, 1 nevers
& theless hold the right of choice in the people, and
¢ that of being chosen by them in too high estimation (g
¢ have taken upon myself, had the question ever come
% before me, the responsibility of giving His Majesty’s assent
 to the putting limits to either, by the exclusion of any
¢ class of his subjects ; and they are rights, of which it is ims
¢ possible to suppose they could be deprived by any other
€ authority than that of the concurrence of the three bran-
 ches of the legislature. That the channel in which
¢ flows the current of public justice, should be pure and
¢ free from every, the slightest contamination is too essen=
¢ tial to the happiness of the people, no. to be interesting
¢ to a government which has solely that object in view,
¢ and 1t is little less necessary to that happiness, that theré
should not exist in the minds of the people a doubt on
¢ the subject. In this latter view, (he observed) I have
¢ thought that the early disposal of the question may be
¢ of utility, and therefore, in recommending the subject to
¢ your consideration, I have to add, that having received
¢ His Majesty's pleasure upon ity 1 shall feel myself ware
¢ ranted i giving his royal assent, to any proper bill for
¢ rendering His Majesty’s Judges of the Courts of King's
¢ Bench, i future, ineligible to a seat in the House of Ase
¢ sembly, in which the tweo houses may concur.”

LU

-

-~

-~

This speech, far from conciliating, tended to inflame the
Commons, who construed it into an avowal of precipitancy
and error in dissolving the last Parliament, and it was
surmised by many, that the Governor had incurred the dis-
pleasure of ministers by the exercise of the royal preroga-
tive in dissolving the late Assembly. This impression ems
boldened the members still indignant at the late dissolutiom
The first measure of the House was to pass a reselution :
¢ that every attempt of the executive government and of the
¢ other branches of the legislature against this House, whes
¢ ther in dictating or censuring its proceedings, or mn ap
* proving the conduct of one part of its members, and dis-
“approving the conduct of the others, is a violation of the
* statute by which this House is constituted: a breach of
“ the privileges of this House against which it canmot for-
¢ bear
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&bear objecting : and a dangerous attack upon the rights
& and liberties of His Majesty’s subjects’in this province.”
This resolution was aimed at the conclusion of the Govers
por's speech at the late dissolution,

The discussion of the civil list was taken up by the
House, and it was maintained that the province was now
capable of relieving the mother country of this burthen,
which the majority plausibly urged, would inevitably, at
no very remote period devolve upon the province with
accumulated weight. To anticipate the charge would
therefore prove & saving to the province, The minority afiects
ed 1o discover a deep design in the measure, and opposed it
with some warmth. The idea of levying additional revens=
ues to the amount of fifty thousand 1!:.»(111&&«“ it was reports
ed with a view of marring the measure) startled the country

sople. who, on the other hand, were mstructed that the
‘iun-v of Assembly having the provincial revenues at their
disposition, would, in the event, vetrench a number of pen=
sions, and by that means cousiderably diminish the publie
expence. A resolution was passed by the House, that the pro-
vince was able to supply funds for the payment of the civil
List, and loyal addresses were drawn up to the King, Lords
and Commons of Great Britain, In these, the House expres-
sed a =ense ot the many favours the culun_\' had t-xp_vrmncz-d
fromilie beneficence of the mothercountry, and of theloyalty
aud prosperity of the province, by which it was enabled to
take upon itseli’ the charge of the civil expenditure of the
governiment ; a step to which they had been particularly ins
fluenced by reason of the long and expensive war, wherein
Great-Britain had been, and still was engaged {or the come
mon protection of every branch of her extensive empirei
The House of Assembly presented these addresses to the
(Goyernor, requesting he would be pleased to lay them be-
fore his Majesty’'s numsters for the purpose of submitting
them to the King, Lords and Commons of’ Great-Britain.

In answer to their request the Governor ebserved, that
.thl‘ addresses were somewhat novel. and l'r-]llil‘t'ti retlec-
tion.. That the constitutional usage of Parliament recognis-
ed by the wisdom of the House of Commeons, of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, forbad all steps on the part of the people tos

wards gyanis ol money which were not recommended by

the crown, and although Ly the same alamentary usage
all grants do osgioete wer House ; yet, that they

2 wer

Caap.
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were ineffectual withoutthe concurrence of the Upper House®
that no precedent existed to his knowledae of adiresses o
the House of Lords, or House of Commons, separately by
a single branch of a colonial legislature : that for these reae
sons, he conceived the addresses to be |1npn'w:lvnled.‘lm-

erfect in form, and founded upon a resolution of the
huuse of Assembly, which, until sanctioned by the con=
currence of the Legislative Council, must be ineffectual 3
except as a spontaneous offer on the part of the ('un!lmmsiof
Canada. That he regretted he could not take upon himself'to
transmit these addresses to his Majesty’s ministers, impressed
as he was with a sense of his duty, and added that the minis-
ters were not the regular organ of communication with the.
House of Commons, unless by his Majesty’s command. He
concluded however, by informing them that onthe present oc-
occasion, he thoughtit right to transmit to the King this testi-
mony of the good disposition, gratitude and generous intenti-
ons of his subjects in the province of Lower Canada. He said
he thought it right also, that his Majesty by their own act,
should be liu'!u;ili}' apprised of the ability, and of the vo-
luntary pledge and promise, which the people of this pro=
vince by this address, had given to his N ajesty, to pay the
civil expenditure of the province when required so fo do.
For these reasons he engaged to transmit their address to
the King. He observed that their zeal for the welfare of
his Majesty’s government, deserved from him every mark
of acknowledgment, and he regretted that any circumstan-
ces should have compelled him to express himself on the
subject in a way that might carry with it, an appearance,
however little intended, of opposing any check to the mani=
festation of the sentiments under which he was persuads
ed they had been actuated,

The appointment of a colonial agent in England, had
been contemplated by the late House of Assembly. and
the subject was again taken into consideration in the pre-
gent session, but without efiect. The advantages propos-
ed by this measure, were, a regular and direct intercourse
between the House of Assembly and the Commons of
Gireat Britain, and a check upon the executive of the co-
lony. A bill 1o this intent was framed, but did not arrive
at maturity, The expedience of providing in future for the
paymient of the. members of the” House of

i Assembly dur-
g their avtendance ai the Sessions was a

Is0 discyssed, bug
LILLS
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¢his measure, which with certain modifications might have
been judicious, was however, successfully opposed.

In the mean time a bill for rendering Judges ineligible
to seats in the House of Assembly was (hll\\n up, .llzd
having passed below, was transmitted to the U pper House.
Fere the bill was amended by the introduction of a clause
postponing the P riod at which it should take effect, until
the expiration of the present Parliament, the Judge whom
we have alred ady had occasion o me nlldll, llnl\lll'l been re=-
turned as a member at the lateelections. The Hnnw 1=
dignant at the amendment, and resolved at all hazards to
expel the Judge be iu!v the amendment was disposed of]
passed a resolution * That P. A. De Bounne, being one of
the Judges of the (mu! of King’s Bench, cm:ltl not sit
nor vote in that House,” and dec .:1((i his seat vacant. This
measure brought things to a crisis and placed lin-(.'u-
vernor in a dilemma. To acquiesce with the House in this
mstance, would have been a relinquishment of the princi-

les which the Governor had hitherto maintained and pub-
ished at the opening of the session, at once inconsistent
with himself and with the dignity of his pest. On the
sther hand, asecond dissolution of the House, he was
sensible, must be attended with much public inconvenience
and engender discontent. He however determined on the
latter, and (on the 26th of February) went down to the
Council chamber with the nsnal solemnities, and sent a
messace to the House of Ass ‘nl\l\ reqn niring thelr imme-
diate attendance at the bar. The Members with the Speak-
er, in obedience to the message, procecded to the Council
chamber, where he mformed them, that hie had come down
for the purpose of proveguing the Parliament, and that
upon a mature consideration of the circumstances which
had taken place, he had determined agzin to refer to the
sense of the people by an immediate dissolution.

“ Whatever (said he) might be my personal wishes. or

¢ howeyer strong might be my desive that the ':.I.:'n‘r;r busie
% ness ghould sutler no interruption, I feel that on this oes
* easion, nothing is lefi to my discretion. [t Las been
“ rendered jmpossible {or e o act otherwise, than e
# way I am proposing.”

¢ The House of Assembly have taken upon themselves
£ withiour the partic pation of the other branches ol e

[ by .
Legn
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“ legislature, to pass a vote, that a Judge of His Mn“;eﬁ
: Court of King’s Bench cannot sit nor vote in  theip

Y~ ““ House.

“ However I might set aside the personal feelings which

¢ would not be unnatural in me, as to the mode in which
 this transaction has been conducted towards n_:)'aelf,
 there is another and infinitely higher consideration as
&

rises out of it, which I must not overlook.

“ It is impossible for me to consider what has beem
done in any other light, than as a direct violation of an
act of the Imperial Parliament: of that Parliament
which conferred on you the constitution to which yvou
proiess to owe your present prosperity : nor can I do o=
therwise than consider the House of Aszembly as havs
ing unconstitutionally disfranchised a large portion of lug
Majesty’s subjects, and rendered ineligible by an authos=
 rity which they do not possess, another not inconsiders
able class of the community.’

-
-

¢ Such an assumption I should at any rate feel myself
bound by every tie of duty to oppose :- but in conses
guence of the expulsion of the member for the county
uf Quebec, a vacancy in the representation of that county
 has been declared, and it would be necessary that a new
wiit should issue for the election of anothier members
that writwould be, to besigned by me. Gentlemen (said heg
with warmth and |-|1|]n'.ui~in) I cannoty dare not render
myself a partaker in the violation of an act of the fme
perial Parliament, and 1 know no other way by which i
can avoid l)v;:mning s0, but that which [ am pm‘:auing.“

# Whenwemet I folt much satisfaction in the COnscions=
ness of having taken such steps as [ thought most likely ta
facilitate, indeed I thonght would do away every |\.n€sible
abjection to a measure that seemed to be wished for, and
that in itsel{’ met my entive concurrence: but the only
¢ objection that can I'think exist in the mind of any reas
sonable man (o the eligibility of the Judges, arises from

€ the possible effect that may be produced by the necessity

G T St ey : s
it puts them under, of soliciting the votes of the elecs
tors. No 1 | grounded obijection can be ollered to
£ theirssittmer in the o viien they sare clected. “On
L i

the contrary,  their talents and supertor knowledge must

 rene
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i
£

rerider them highly useful, and were it not for other ¢on-
giderations highly desirable members. I cannot but ex-
& ceedingly lament, that a measure which I consider as bes
¢ peficial to the country should not have taken effcet,
¢ The people however in the disappointment of their ex-
$¢ pectations will do me the justice to.acquit me of eing
& the cause of it, as they must equally acquit ane ol bein
4 the cause that so little of the public business has been
¢ done.”’

-

-

-

On his entrance and departwye from the Council cham-
ber, the Governor was cheered by the populace, fiiendly
to his measures, with loud and repeated acclamations,
while the crest-fallen members and their friends retived
with silent indignation. The Governor’s military proiip-
tivnde, which they considered incivil affairs as versing upon
despotism, again overreached their expectations and “the
canadian public (a very great majority of the population)
universally expressed their resolution of re-electing the late
members, with injunctions to persevere in the same mea-
sures. So strongly were they preposessed of the opinion,
that the Governor, influenced by his favorite, only wished
2o screen him from the ignominy of an expulsion.

Upon a cool survey of the questions that led to the mis-
understanding between the Governor and the House of As-
sembly, we may at this late period be indulged in the as-
sertion, that the situation of the (Governor was critical and
trying 1n the extreme : and it is dificult to conceive, how
he could otherwise have consistently extricated himself
from the embarrassing dilemma, into which he had been
urged.

After the dissolution, studied addresses prepared by a-
gents of the administration, flowed in upon the Governor
from all quarters. The city and county of Quebec, the
gity of Montreal, the town of Three-Rivers, and the Bo-
rough of William Henry, and the counties of Warwick
and Orleans, were conspicuous on the occasion. The late
members assisted by theiwr friends, in the mean time, ex-
erted themselves diligently to secure their elections. Songs
adapted to the vulgar taste, and calculated to rouse the
public spirit were composed and circulated, the Cana-
dien teemed with harangues, addresses and observations
on the occurrences of the day, and the measures of the exe-

sutive;
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Crar. cutive;* while on'the other hand, the discovery of cabals and
I plans of insurrection and rebellion, were mysteriously whiss
N~ pered among the minions of the administration. At one moa
A810.  ment it was rumoured that the french minister in America
had supplied large sumsin gold, to promote the views of the
seditious in Canada ; at another, that the whole of his cor=
respondence had been intercepted by some confidential as
gents of our government. These reports, though utterly
groundless, and held in contempt by the adverse party as
the fabrications of intriguing sycophants, were nevers
theless, evidently intended to prepare the public mind for

some eventful crisis.

* Of the many anonymous productions published at the period, one ad~
dressed to the public in a flying sheet of the Canadien signed 1" Ami Sin<
eere, excited much attention, and created uneasiness in the mind of the Go=
vernor, who it seems made up his mind, from the moment of its appear<
ance to seige tho Canadien Press——See Appendix Letter A,

CHAP: |
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CHAPTER IT.
"; E approach a period in the annals of the colony, Cuap.

upont which, from the cor umn:-n of public p N
as to the measures by which it is charactesised, we enter o ~
with diffidence and respect. The storm that had been 1510.

gatlnnnrr for some time, was now ready to burst. The
elections were approaching, and the executive seemed de-
termined to strike a blow, that would crush all s ,nu- of
opposition in the people, and awe their leaders into si=
lence and submission.

On the 17th day of March, a party of soldiers headed
b_' a magistrate and two constables, ]\1.;(11‘(3{'4 to the (-
nadien Printing-Office in Quebee, under the sanction of
the executive, where having forcibly seized the press, and
the whole of the papers of every description found in 'le
house, they tn".\c‘\ml them from thence to the vaults
the Court-House. ‘he printer of the Canadien was ap-
prehended, and after examination before the cowr a
committed to prison. The guavds in the mean time were
strengthened, and patroles were sent in all directions
thum:rh the city, as if an immediate and aniversal insor
I('Cllnnnf the j‘w']\h‘ had been expected. The public st
at these appearances of unusual precaution, i
gilence and suspence ; while the dizcovery of plots,
and conspiracies, was confidently asserted: and
promulgation of some (lt' p laid conspiracy v
esnpec (mi The Montreal courier was detamed |
usual time, with a view, as it was pretended, D !
ing any report of the measnres d to, until the ex-
poclu\ discoveries were made. Three successive davs were
oecupied by the magistrates and crown officers in e xXamin-

g the old papers st d at the Canadien P r-{ =
fu‘. On the 19th of March, three canadian gentlemen
of distinction # \‘.”!r‘i!:'l.“_'i!b nded by a warm irned by

three Members of the Executive Council and ecast
... Tiallit Ve dittvior 5P RESAR 4
prison. Three others in the district of Montredl+ shayed

* Messieurs Bedard, Blavchet and Ta:chercan, members of the I

Honse of As.emh y i

t Messiens Latoree, (Notary Publie;) Papincauwof Chambly, and Corleil
of Isle Jeses,
D th
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the same fate, under the indefinite charge of being gltih’
of treasonable practices. These commitments were made
under an annnal act. intituled, “ An Act for the better pre-
¢ servation of his Majesty’s Government,” which, trom
the measures now related, fell into disrepute, and was not
renewed after the present administration. No informationof
any importance resulted from the search made among the
papers seized with the press, but the hasty imprisonment of
three reputable citizens, gave some colour to the tales of
mtended insurrection that were artfully circulated, andit
was generally understood, that government were in full
possession _of all the eircumstances of the supposed con-
spiracy. There is however to this day, no satistactory proof
before the public of the slightest plan to subvert the go-
vernment ; and the reader, in the absence of even the
lightest grounds to create such a presumption, as well a
from the vnlzlrgvnu‘muf‘lhv|n'i-unwrs withoutany trial, is lefi
to judoe, whether, theextraordinary and mysterious proceeds
ings resorted to on the occasion, were the result of well
grounded apprehension of public commotion, or merely 10
colour an act, which otherwise, cannot but be considered
as an exertion of power.

On the 21st of March, the Governor issned a proclamas
tion, unigue in its kind, and somewhat verging on romance,
In it he admonishes the canadian subjects to bewaig
of the arts (without furnishing any proof of their exiss
tence) employed by designing men, to mislead them. He
expatiates on the benevolence of the mother country to-
wards the colony, and on the paternal solicitude of his S¢-
vereign and himself, for the promotion of its welfare. He
descants upon the tales respecting himself, which he is ine
formed have been circulated with a view to influence and
deceivethepeople: and thus vehemently apostrophizes the sup-
posed authors of them, “ base and daring fabricators of

“ falsehood: on what partor act of my life do yvou found such
i ! )

assertions ? Canadians, ask of those to whom you forms
sily Iooked with attent; ; esneets ask t Is
erly looked with attention and respect: ask the heac
of your church who have opportunities of knowing me.
z n - s r =

“ These are men of honor and cnowledge ¢ These are men

¢ from whom you ought to seek for information and advice:
% the leaders of faction : the demagogues of a party, as
1 - .

sociate not with me: l]m}' cannot know me. *

The earnest spirit which flows through this production,
shews

% See-Appendix B.
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shews the determination with which he intended to per-
severe in his measures, as they were evidently the result of'a
conscientious conviction on Ais mind of their expedience
at this crisis.

Messengers were dispatched in all directions
thvonsiout the P

rovince to distribute copies of the pro=
ciamation: and the sound of insurrection and rebellion
Canada, went abroad. and was echoed round the world,
at a period which does not even afford the solitary in-
stunce of a trial, much less a conviction, of a single indi-
vidual in the colony, for treason orsedition. The C lergy were
sinmoned to support the administration on the present oc-
casion, and the proclamation; in obedience to the wish of
the execulive, was published in_some instances, in the
church, during divine service, in others at the church
door after 1ts conclusion. [t was confidently expected by
the public, that his 1.A>|-i-3:i|) the Catholic Bishop of Que-
bee, would on (Sundav) the day succeeding the issue of
the proclamation, give a discourse suitable 10 the occasion,
AG cavor mulutnde pressed into the Cathedral, but t ey
wore dizapoointed.  The zealots took umbrage at the seeii=
inz indiference of the worthy Prelate. The Cathedial < as
onthe S inday following again crowded : the proc lamation
was read, and his Lordship delivered to some thousands of
spectators an able and inipressive discourse, swited to the
complexion of the times ¢ HWe adverted with becawing
spint, to the hasty zeal, which had mdtced some to con-
detdin the snpineness of the Clergy, who, he observed, were
n 5 loyal, zealous and mstructed 1n their duty towards
LA Soverapn, an at 1!.1’:‘:"““‘(! \‘I‘l‘ln‘l(‘\tlil\[lhll o1 Lile
neighbouring colonies, when the fidelity of the canadian
Catholic Clergy bad
pounded

sub

heen urefragably established.  He exa

ith clearness and precision, the duties of a

aitd a christian, m'the salittary subnussion (o' the
laws, and to the constit
the
of reconciling parties, heated by a series of elechons ino

uted authorities of’ the land. From

state of the if::‘.'w;(l '!I\Li‘l at lll].-_‘,tilh Lure, thie 'Jaiin.laily

that political animesity incidental to free govermuents, 1s
easily concejved,

The Chief Justice at the opening of the Criminal Ses-
sions in March, in delivering lis charge to the Grand ,l-“‘\',
called their attention to the tendency of the ocenrrences. that
]1‘:-.1 '_;i\'l'tl roon 1o I:Ll' ]

prociamagon, which he read on the
occasion, The Givand oy in answer to his Flli'\'L'!l. drew
up an address to the Court, in which they anunadyerved
.2 strong-

S R —
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strongly upon certain numbers of the Cunadien, and othe

productions issning from that press, as dangerous to the
peace and security of the colony. They in lli’m: manner exs
pressed their displeasure at divers productions in the Q:rf'o
bee  Mercury calenlated to excite jealousy and (.1I?‘L1'ui~.1t mn
the minds of his Majesty’s canadian subjects, leaving it to
the wisdom of the court to adopt such measures thercupon
a8 micht be found expedient; and ('nn('ludo‘(l by di.‘:ci‘:lim-
iy a wish to encroach upon the genuine freedom _of the
press, but that the abuse of this inesuimable privilese,
Wwhich could only tend to a subversion of order, was lhe:,
gibject of their animadversion, ¥

In April, an ineffectual effort was made in the Court of
King's Bench to obtain a Habeas Corpus for one of the
i:m-.iuuon detained in prison, under suspicion of treasona-

e practices, The failure of this application left no alter-
native to the prisoners, who were left to pine in solitary
¢onfinement, until the Governor should be pleased to bring
them to trial, or release them. In July following, one 0%
the gentlemen confined in the jail at Quebec, became zerj
ously ill from length of confinement, and was released by
the Council : another was also shortly after released from
the same cause: and the printer was in the month of Au-
gust, also turned out of prison. They howeyer, previous
to their enlargement, gaye security to appear to answer suel
bill of indictment as might be afterwards found against
them: a precaution probably intended to save appearan-
ces, no bill having ever afterwards been presented by the
erown officers ; nor does it appear that the Governor at
any ume seriously intended to risk the test of a wverdiet
upon their guilt or innocence, which in the event ol an
acquittal, must have covered the administration with ig-
nominy,

The September Session of the criminal court elapsed
without any attention to the prisoner remaining in cons
finement,+ who solicitous for a trial, had rvimul['dl\! refus-
el with manly resolution a precarions (-nldl'g:cnmnt,
withont the opportunity of vindicating his ropuiaziiun by
the verdict of a jury. He maintained with inflexible per
severance, the integrity of his conduct and political opis
nions, and disclaimed the imputation of' treason or disaf
fection ta the person or government of his Sovereign; and

N the

*Thi' presen‘ment has (perhaps nnjustly) heon reproaclied as an act of
Cowardly compliance with power, + Mg, Bodard,
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the stern Viceroy himself has been heard to express an
mvoluntary esteem for the consistency of his conduct,

The period at which we are arrived has been sarcasticals
Iy terued the reign of terror. The peremptory measures
of the Governor struck the oppesition with di :
but thougii he had suppressed, yet Le had not efiectualig
subdued the spirit of the people. The elections for the
new Parliament took place in April, and the late mems
bers again prevailed, almost universally throughout the
province,

thicly

The Judge upon whose account the present difficul
ti~s had originated, under the prospect of being called to
the Legislative Council, did not present himself as a can-
didate in the county he had recently represented, Hehow=
ever was not afterwards called to the Legislative Counci)
as he expected ; and we are left to conjecture, whether he
declined his re-election through a fallacious promise from
the “administration to that purpose, in order to induce
him to retire, and by that means put an end to all surife
with the Assembly on his account, or whether disausted,
with the intrigues and animosity of the times, he consulied
his tranquillity by a voluntary retirement,

A pause ensued, in which all parties seemed desivons of

repose fram the finitless contest in which they had been
envaged. The prisoners confined at Montreal, whi v
had suffered all the inconveniencies and discomfores 0

damp and unhealthy prison, and the severity of a surly jani-
tor, were successively released. One of them® is said to have
died of illness contracted during his imprisonment. The
Governor in the mean time turned his attention to th

provement of the interior of the province, as well a )
the cities of Quebec and Montreal ; to which he appoini-
ed chairmen to presidein the Conrts of quarter sessions,
with annual stipends. He caused a road to be opened
fr St. Giles Ké ity o Oiichat Y e %

om St Ulles, In the vicinity ol Quebec, ta the tow) p

of Shiplnn. near the provincial boundary line: a distance
of upwards of sixty miles, by a detachment of oy
which afforded a short and easy communicanon for the -
dustrious settlers in the new townships, with the Quebec
market.

The pew Parliament met at Quebec on the ISth of De-

. Mr., Cerbeils
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Citar.  cember 1810, and the House of Assembly having re-es
il. lected their former Speaker. the Governor after u:":iin ap=
S~ proving of their choice, informed them by his ~|)(Lcr
\ i610, - that as he had never doubted the loyalty and zeal of the
¢ several Parliaments which he had occasion to meet singe
j ¢ he assumed the administration of the government of the
‘ € ])ro\'im‘v- so he relied with equal assurance, that he would
£ not fail to experience the same plmnp.m in that which
€ he was then addressing ; and that in the confident ex-
€ pecration that the 'y were .n.uml' 'l by llm best intentiong
[ € to promote the interests of his Maje ~|\ s government, and
£ the w ‘ullL of his prople: he should lurm tor- the h.t! i)
“ ellects of such a disposition in the tenor of tn-n dells

ions and the dis patch of the public busitess.”

-

berat

I desire to call your attention (said he) .to the tema
porary act for the better preservation of his Majesty’a
g .\ulnmm. as by law happily v«l.n;lhin.-tl in l!.hln:-u 1Ceay
€ and to that for establishing requla flons respecting allens, o

ertain subjects of s Majesty who have resided m Frances
No ci ange l..l-m n place in the state of l]ﬂ“"‘ blic.aiiang
that can warrani. a de parture from those precanilons and
tu.lt vigilancewhich have hitherto induced ali the branciies
of the Legislature to consider these acts asnecessary. L
a\nur that they are tmportant to the interests of his Mas
jesty’s government, you will not, 1 am confident, for a
luoment suppose, that I mean to diyide these from the
interests of the IHIMIL : tlu} are inseparable, The pres
¢ servation of his M 1|v\t\' s gavernment is the safety oi che
¢ province, and its secnrity 1s the only safegnard to t! > Pl
“ blic ranguillity., l nder these con ~nl(..alu-u-l (m~uut

~

. ¢ therefore but recommend them, together with the act ke

| ¢ ing temporary provisions for the u-\v_l.wlduun of trade hes

E ! ¢ tween this provinee and the United States, tq your fiirsg
¢ and immediate consideration.’

He intreated them to believe, that he should have "i?tﬂ.

“ satisfaction in K‘ih:\ uing that harmony and good undeg=

‘ ‘.- st hich must be so conducive to the Prosperity

: ¢ and 1“1;1 iness of the colony, and that he shonld most

= i and cheerfully congur in every measure wiich

‘ hi pose, tending to promote those | jpor=

€ tant - tie concluded by observing ¢ that the

j : ril contuer was to dischavge his duey 10 his

.

SOVErelgn vy u constant attention to the weliare of lis
sube
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% subjects which were committed to his charge, and that
¢ he felt these objects to be promoted by a strict adhex-
“ ence to the laws and to the principles of the constitution,
£ and by maintaining in their just balance the rights and
% privileges of every branch of the legislature,”

-~

Immediately after delivering his speech, he sent a mes-
sage to the House by a member of the Executive Council,
wintimating that Mr. Bedard, returned to serve as a member
for the county of Surrey, was detained in the common jail
ior the district of Quebee, under a warrant of three mens-
bers of his Majesty’s Executive Council. by virtue of the
act “ for the better preservation of his Majesty’s govern-
# ment as by law happily established in this ln'u\ilﬂ'v." for
treasonable practices. It was evident from the tenor of
the Governor's Speech, and hLis subsequent message to the
House, that the renewal of this unpopular act would be
insisted upon by the administration at all hazards. The
sentiments of the majority of the House were without doubt,
entirely averse to the recent measures of the administra-
tion. To renew the obnoxious act would be at once an un-
equivocal admission on their part, of its expedience, and
of the propriety of its recent operation. On the other
hand, a refusal might embroil them more than ever with
the executive, and result in consequences fatal to the tran-
quillity of the colony. The example of the two preced-
ing parliaments was still fresh in their memory, and the
inflexible consistency of (Governor’s: character had over-
come the firmness of the House. Tlheyobserved in their ad-
dress to the Governor, in answer to his speech  that they
concurred with his Excellency, that no change had taken
place in the public aflaivs abroad, that would warrant an
alteration of the provisions of the provincial temporary act,
which |n'n\"|(lvd for the better preservation of his ‘.1;1j:'.~[)"t.
rovernment ; yet that they thought it their duty to nform
1is Excvllunc:\', that the fears and apprehensions which
prevailed among a great nunber ol"l:ia' Majesty’s loyal and
faithful subjects in consequence of the execution of thia
act, would demand their serious consideration before they
could determine if its continuation in the whole of its
present form and tenor, would insure that L'ull?'h'.,‘lllcr.' b=
tween his Majesty’s government and his subjects in Ca-
nada, which is the sateguard of the former, and of the in-
terests of the public, in themselves inseparable.” They hows
ever pledged themselves that the present act and that res
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Cuir. specting aliens, would become the nhjvct of their most Serie
IL. ous consideration * fully convinced (said they) that it
@ the most serious wish of your Excellency to cultivate
A510.  that harmony and good understanding which is so condus
cive to the prosperity and happiness of the colony, we shall
cheerfully eoncur in any measure tending to promote those
important objects ; objects (they observed) more difficult to
be obtained in this province than in any other of his Mas
Jesty’s colonies, from the difference in opinions, customé
and prejudices of his Majesty’s subjects residing therein,
We reflect with pain on the efforts which are made to
fepresent in false colours. and in a measure wide of truth,
the opinions and sentiments of the different classes of hij
Majesty’s subjects in Canada. Following your Excellency's
example, let every onefulfil his duty to our august Sovereign
by an unremitting attention to the interests and the happis
ness of his subjects in this colony, and he will feel that a
strict adherence to the laws and principles of the constis
tution, and a firm support of the equal rights and prind
ciples of every branch of the legislature, are the means of
gecuring to his Majesty’s subjects, the full and entive ena
Jjoyment of their liberty, religious opinions, and proper-
ty, and which cannot be more perfectly confirmed to l]llf‘l'll_
than by the fiee constitution, which it has pleased his
most gracions  Majesty and hLis Parliament to grant té

this province.”

Words can scarcely imply a more direct disapproval of
the recent measures of the dovemor, who felt the force of
their reflections, and replied ina way which léft no roont
in their minds to doubt of his earnest resolution to prose-
ente the renewal of the act in question. He returned theni
bis acknowledgments for the sentiménts of loyalty, and
the good intentions to promote the interests of his Majesty's
government, and the welfare of their fellow subjects, exa
pressed in their address. “ T shall at all times (said he) re-
* ceive with attention any information or advice that the
“ House of Assembly may think proper to convey to me
% in the present instance, however, I feel myself called on
¥ 1o observe, thatmy information of the state of the pros
vince does not warrant that which you say you think it
your duty to give me, of the existence of fears and aps
prehensions, with relation to the execution of the act
for the better preservation of his Majesty’s government,
at least as applied to the people in general, If such
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fesrd and apprehénsions exist, are they not confined «
those who are ‘aware of the possibility of them-elves he
coming obnoxions to the operation of the act? the voice
of such will be always loud ; and may not their clamour
have misled vou to suppose them more numeérous than
I suppose they really are? Bat with regard to the

crrmi people of the Provinced, I am o far from thinking
that they feel any apprehens dons on the subjeet, that 1
¢ date the subsiding of the ferment that then exis .'.| l
the restoration of the calm that has since prevailed a=
mong them, l\wu-mh fiom the moment at wlil Lie

execution of that act took place. Similar means 1o those
formerly employe 'l might a
turb the o
tual for the purpose then intusing amongst them  the

in revive the one and dis=

¢, and none perhaps would be more eliec-
fears and :-I:;Jr-‘.,.-l]-lu:-; to whiehh vou have alluded.
Simple and uninstructed as they are however,

trust 1o lllt‘;.l‘ rood sense for its being fo =.‘\-l‘

shake their confidence in His Majesty’s {overnmenty bes
canse they find it exercising for their protection the
means with which it-is inttusied by Law, or because
thev see that Government armed with the power and
ready (o step forward should it become necessary to
crush the arts of faction or to meet the machinations of
treason.  Viewing your Address in the light of an aus-
wer to my speec h, I must remark that I have been mis-
understood in it.

¢ The h.nmr)“' and good understanding which I ex-
}mww(l myself desivous of cultivating, was that harmony
and good understanding between me an il the other
branches of the Legislature which must be so condncive
to the prosperity and happimess of the Colony. Where-
as | |)(\L\l\ @ you have fip'»|h | |I!~|‘n|u~‘-.|| MOTe o=
nv-m!l\ to the existence of thes principles in the communi-
ty at l.u_-_:- . This wonld be no otherwise ot con WROTIOE
than as ithas furnished you with the opportunity of bring-

ing forward a sentiment in which I desire most cordially
and truly to express Wy entire concurreiice. s |
jown widh yon in feeling pain ih every mstance i which
the passions of any one part of His ‘\;,,,‘,.\:}', sub

shall lead the m lul esent in false col 3, and )
manner wide ol tru! 1{1 : r:g‘l:m-:w.n.v‘. WenLs 0

| RE f lh\‘]" l\‘ill‘\ -|i!" *Ci8s VWithont rey )

| - 1 i
example, let every one as vou say dohis duty to whe king
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