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Foreword

In May 1945 om instruction from the
Commanding Officer a committee represen-
ting all Coys in the Battalion assembled to
discuss the question of a Battalion souvenir,

After much discussion it was decided to
publish a book covering the unit's activities
since its formation. :

It was agreed that the gualifying period to
be eligible for a copy should be three months
service with the Battalion between “our”
D Day and V.E. Day. 1t is realized that this
arbitrary decision will leave out many weil
deserving original members and additional
copies are being printed and may be obtained
by them on writing to “Executive Officer
RCE” N.D.H.Q. Ottawa, stating when and
how long they served with the unit.

In the short time available it has not been
possible to assemble a complete story of the
Battalion but it is hoped this will form a basis
for your “Scrap-Book” of World War II.

Chairman — Maj. S. Slater
Members — Capt. A. W. Lees, M.B.E.
H 39235 RSM Lockwood, A.

M.B.E.
H 39222 Sgt Bell, W.



2 Battalion
R. C. E. Shield

On instructions from the Chief Engineer, First Canadian Army, each Engineer
Unit was to create a Shield.

These Shields will be displayed at the School of Military Engineering
(Canada) and by the perpetuating unit. (Militia).

The Shield was to incorporate the Battle Honours and the Crests of the
Provinces where the original Companys were formed in 1940, namely New
Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba.

Although the Battalion took a prominent part in the Reichwald Forest and
Rhine crossings, it was not the originating Unit in these ops, and it was decided
not to include these Honours on our Shield.

The difficulties in having the Shield designed, cast and engraved are too
numetrous to mention here, but we wish to thank the following Dutch citizens
for their co-operation and help.

FRANK WASLANDER, Designer
Amsterdam

DANKERS Ltd, Engraver
Zutphen
H. VAN ZEBEN, Cabinet Maker

Zutphen






General H. D. G. Crerar
C.B., D.S.O.

G.0.C. in C.
First Cdn. Army




Brig. G. Walsh
C.B.E, D.S.0.

Chief Engineer
First Cdn. Army







The gradual withdrawal of personnel under the present plan for demo-
bilization has prevented me saying goodbye — as I had wished — to the
Battalion as a whole — and to all of you who served in North West Europe.

This booklet, prepared at your wish and by your committee, will serve us as
a visual memento of the many memories which will out last these pages. Made
up in haste, in the last days of the Battalion, 1 hope that it, and this messagz,
reach you all. y

The Battalion has served as a unit during five years and in six countries. In
that time the individual efforts of sapper, NCO and officer have combined
to create for the Unit an enviable record and a status in the Corps of which
you must all be as proud as I am. Supporting many formations, our role has
been varied, airfields, mine clearance, roadmaking, bridge-building. We have
worked from rear areas to forward lines.

In all places our record stands — no allotted task has failed of successful
completion.

My personal thanks to you all for your fine work, and cheerful support
during the period of my command. Wherever you go — to new ventures or
the joys of home — my best wishes go with each of you. May we meet again.
Till then goodbye — good luck — and God Bless.

Zwolle, Holland M

1 July 45 -



Maj. Gen C.S.L. Hertsberg

I.t. Col. N.C. Sutherland
(Ist C.O. of Bn.)

Brig. A. T. MaclLean
Lt. Col. S. W. Archibald
(20d C.O. of Bn)

Col. J. P. Carriere
(4th C.O. of Bn)

Brig. J. L. Melville



Brig. G. Walsh being presented with the D.S.O.
by Field Marshal B. L. Montgomery

Gen. A. G. L. McNaughton
Gen. H. D. G. Crerar

Lt. Col. W. A. Capelle
(3rd C.O. of Bn)



Honours and Awards

(Incomplete)
Col H. W. Love OBE
Lt Col R. S. Cassidy OBE
Lt Col F. A. MacTavish DSO
Lt Col M. C. Sutherland Brown DSO
Maj D. H. McCallum DSO
Maj R. B. Cameron DSO
Maj G. K. Wade DSO
Maj M. A. Elson MBE
Maj A. A. Ayer MBE
Capt A. W. Lees MBE
RSM A. Lockwood MBE
Lt Col W. A. Capelle Croix de Guerre avec Palme

Mention in Despatches

Lt Col R. S. Cassidy
Lt Col G. L. MacDonald
Lt Col W. A. Capelle
Maj E. L. Hartley
Maj. G. A. Nicholas
Capt A. W. Lees
Capt H. L. Cohen
CSM E. J. Fatsock
CSM J. D. Carmichael
CSM S. R. Labrash
‘CSM W. J. Keep
CSM ]. F. J. Keddell
CQMS P. A. McIntosh
Cpl S. H. Boyd

Spr P. St Thomas

C—C Certificates

Cpl E. Beardmore
Sjr H. Done

Sje 8. G. Gardiner
Spr 8. E. Hargraves
Spr G. H. Thomas
Cpl J. Stanway

Cpl J. L. LaPlante



Royal
Canadian
Engineers

(Extracted from ,,Canada at War”)

When the history of the present war is written there will be an important
place for the record of the Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers.

The work of army engineers once consisted mainly of sapping operations,
and they were nicknamed “sappers.” The name has remained with them ever
since. ‘

The Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers is affiliated with the Corps of
Royal Engineers in the British Army, and in common with the Royal Engineers
they do not carry colors and badges to denote bartle honors in the same manner
that regiments of the line do. The reason is that the Corps of Royal Canadian
Engineers has served with distinction in so many wars, battles and engagements
that neither banner nor badge could carry the role of their exploits.

The insignia of the corps is similar to that of the Corps of Royal Engineers—
the motto "Ubique,” meaning “Every-where,” and "Quo Fas et Gloria Ducunt,”
meaning "Where Right and Glory Lead,” are embossed on the badge of the
Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers with a background of maple leaves.

The earliest provision for engineer units in the Canadian Militia was made in
the Volunteer Militia Act of 1863. This allowed the formation of engineer
companies. By 1875 there were three engineer companies—the First and Second
Montreal Companies and the New Brunswick Engineer Company. In 1880 there
were companies also at Toronto, Charlottetown and Brighton, New Brunswick.

Permanent Corps

In 1903 a small permanent corps, known as the Canadian Engineers, was
authorized. This consisted mainly of an instructional cadre—seven officers and
125 other ranks. Later each military district was provided with a commander,
Royal Canadian Engineers, who was responsible for the training of the Non-
Permanent Active Militia in engineer duties and for the construction and
upkeep of military works. For a considerable time after this there was little
increase in the Non-Permanent Active militia units, and as late as 1909 there
were only four field companies in Canada.

When the war broke out in 1914 the Royal Canadian Engineers as a



permanent corps had some 30 officers at headquarters and in military districts
and one unit, the First Fortress Company, at Halifax. In the nonpermanent
branch there were in existence four field troops, seven field companies and
six telegraph detachments. All except one of these units had been established
since 1900; the one exception was the First (Brighton) Field Company, which
had a record back as far as 1880, and it still remains in the army as the First
(Brighton) Fortress (Electrical and Mechanical) Company, with headquartess
at Saint John, New Brunswick.

In 1936, as recognition of the fine record of the engineer units in World
War 1, the distincrion between the Canadian Engineers (Non-Permanent
Corps and the Royal Canadian Endincers (Permanent Corps) was abolished,
and the King conferred the title of "Royal” on the entire corps.

The Royal Canadian Engineers have a particularly enviable record in the
number of officers who have graduated from the Staff College or who have
university degrees in science, and the Royal Engineers of the British Army have
been well served in their engineer services by many Canadians who have been
trained at the Royal Military College.

With Other Arms

When the present war broke out in 1939, the First Canadian Division was
supplied with engineers mostly from the Non-Permanent Active Militia units,
with a small percentage of Permanent Force personnel. Divisional engineers
work most directly in co-operation with other arms of the service, and engineer
units are allotted to armored and infantry divisions on a permanent scale which
may be reinforced from larger formations should the need arise. In an infantry
division there is a commander, Royal Canadian Engineers, who is the technical
adviser of the divisional commander and has full control within the tactical
plan of all divisional engineers or attached engineers. The divisional engineers
consist of a field park company and three field companies. The field park
company is a stotes company, while the field companies are the fighting engin-
eers who actually do the engineer tasks in the forward areas in order that the
division may cross river gaps and ger through minefields.

The three field companies may each be attached to a brigade under the
brigade commander for administration and tactical direction, but they are
always responsible to the commander of the Royal Canadian Engineers in all
technical matters. In this case the company commander of the field company
becomes the technical adviser to the brigade commander and is usually attached
to brigade headquarters.

The ficld park company and the field companies, however, are by no means
the only engineer units in the field. They may be considered as basic fighting
units, for they are the engineer units which go forward with the assault troops.
As the sapper work, for, or in co-operation with the other arms of the service
covers a very wide range, however, it is essential to augment the corps with
specialists units. These are known as line of communications units and include
road construction companies, tunnelling companies, mechanical equipment
companies and mechanical workshop and park companies. Base units include
base parks and general construction companiers, and transportation units
consist of railway construction, operating and maintenance groups, inland
water transport units and docks groups. In addition, provision is also made for
the formation of other specialists groups such as bomb disposal sections,
quarrying companies, artisan works companies, airfield construction units and
airport maintenance companies.
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The Corps Badge

The Cap Badge

The Monogram



