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PREFACE.

These sketches are designed to present in concise and useful form the chief
data concerning the rise and progress of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and
of the various agencies through which her work is being done.

The space at the disposal of the Editing Committee is so limited that there
has been [very sparing use of stirring incidents whose narration would have
brightened many pages. Being tied down to a brief statement of facts, they have
striven to secure such reliable information as will certainly be acceptable to
those who are already interested in the efforts of our Church. It may be hoped
also that the sketches may arouse a more widespread interest "amongst our
members, adherents and young peogle.

In that hope this little volume is sent on its way, and dedicated to the many
thousands of our Presbyterian people, old and young, who joined so heartily
in setting up the ¢ Twentieth Century Memorial Fund,” which testifies that
‘ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us,” and which, under His blessing, shall
be a potent instrument in consolidating and expanding the work which our Church
is doing for Him, both in our own and in other lands.

THE EDITING COMMITTEE.
ToRrRONTO, May, 1903.
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that the Holy Spirit had guided him to strike so high a note. The movings of
the Spirit were further evidenced by the solemn hush and by the unbroken har-
mony which marked the whole discussion.

Robert Murray seconded ; elders such as D. Morrice, J. A. Paterson, Colin
Campbell, continued the discussion, followed by a very few leading ministers,
and that afternoon’s sederunt ended in the standing vote by which the recom-
mendation was unanimously adopted. After some days the Special Committee
reported the Scheme in detail to the Assembly, and though there were in it
matters that might have proved contentious, it was enacted without a dissenting
voice.

The Scheme, as thus launched, contemplated raising one million dollars.
There were to be two departments. (1) The Common Fund of $600,000, to be
used in aiding some twenty-two objects of general interest. (2) The Debt Fund
of $400,000, to be devoted to the extinction of local debt on churches, manses or
other property, by the congregations interested. Rev. Dr. Campbell, the Mod-
erator of that General Assembly, was named as General Agent of the fund, and
advisory and executive committees were appointed, with Rev. Dr. Warden as
convener, and Rev. W. G. Wallace as secretary.

Then came the work, and as a first question : * With whom shall we begin ?
With men of wealth, with a view to gaining quickly a status for the movement ?
No ; lest we should seem to be leaning upon wealth, or to be engaged only in
gathering a sum of money. No ; because we want the widespread interest
which will bring many willing and consecrated gifts, and so insure that there
shall be distinct spiritual results, Let us ask the ministers to lead not only on
the spiritual side, as they must do in any case, but also in such an example of
self-denial as shall rivet the attention of the Church, and give them good right to
plead with their people to go forward.”

The appeal was made ; a tenth of a year’s income was suggested as an
average contribution, in addition to all their ordinary giving, or $100,000 in all.
There was prompt and almost unanimous response. Heroic response, it must be
called, on the part of many men with small incomes and on the part of their wives,
who had to curtail expenses and even cut off comforts that this might be done.
By September the success of this appeal was assured, and it may here be said
that, as near as may be, the $100,000 have been paid.

Next step was taken by appealing to the Sabbath schools, whose contribu-
tions on Children’s Day were for two years devoted to the Common Fund, and
who besides, gave much help through Century Fund banks which were dis-
tributed later ; in all contributing at least $25,000.

Then came the organizing of the work in Presbyteries and congregations.
The Agent had the help in every Presbytery east of Lake Superior of, at least,
one man, sometimes two or three, acting as Sub-Agents, giving their services
freely, and without whose efficient aid he would have accomplished little. In the
broad west-land, besides many Presbyterial helpers, he had the aid of such Sub-
Agents as Revs. Dr. Wright, McBeth, Paterson, Rumball and Murray, and the
great influence of Dr. Robertson, but withal the vast field could never be fully
overtaken. Yet at the close of the first year it seemed certain that the million
would be subscribed, but it was seen also that, on account of the large allocations
for Debt Fund, the Common Fund was likely to be very far behind.

In the second year the whole work was vigorously pressed, with special
appeal on behalf of Common Fund, and further large subscription lists were ob-
tained. Yet, one day in March, 1901, there was an anxious conference between
the Convener and Agent as to the small payments that had then been report-
ed, and as stirring a circular as they could pen was despatched. A few weeks
after came word from the Treasurer’s office : * Money is pouring in, and I have
to work nights in order to get through each day’'s business.” Thus, when the
Assembly met the Committee made this report : ¢ We were instructed to raise
a million dollars within two years. This has been done, as $1,000,025 have been
reported as paid on Century Fund account, whilst there is at least $400,000
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the second day: ‘“I have a widowed sister who is very comfortable. I think
we will go there this afternoon and perhaps she may give us a hundred or
even two.” She met them cordially with this statement: “I had thought
before of what I should do, but since Sabbath I have been strangely prompt-
ed to remember specially how I and my children, though left alone, have yet been
greatly blessed, and that prompting has determined me to give $1,000 to your
Scheme. As they went on their way the Elder.said : ‘ That fairly took away my
breath.” The Agent replied: ‘‘ That’s the answer to the old widow’s prayers.”

If we had had many more praying and working mite givers there would have
been nothing lacking in the success of the Scheme.

The results, however, are not without encouragement. The total contribu-
tions to Common Fund stands at $595.000 in cash, with certain securities, which
will make up $601,000 when realized. This includes specials which the Assembly
allowed to rank on Common Fund, and also the interest that accrued. Still a
little more may be expected, sufficient indeed to carry us well over the
$600,000 mark, although on account of special designations, the distribution will
be somewhat different from that proposed by the General Assembly.

The total contributions reported for Debt Fund is $990,000, which is rather
under the mark, as some reports have not come in. The Debt Fund has been of
exceeding benefit, as in whole Presbyteries there is now complete freedom from
debt burden and numerous congregations have ¢ burned the mortgage” amidst
great rejoicings. Because of what has been thus accomplished there will be
everywhere a broader outlook on the mission fields. Whilst some may bewail the
shortage in Common Fund, they need not mourn overmuch, considering that so
great a preparation has been made for pressing the large work which now faces
the Church.

The whole amount contributed is $1,591,000. This has been given willingly,
and with a good spirit, and there has not been the slightest sign that the ordinary
contributions have been injuriously affected, as some feared might be the case.
Congregational reports are optimistic. The mission treasuries are fuller than
ever. We have only been learning our strength and finding out that it is an easy
and pleasant thing to give well, and in these respects our forward movement has
been a blessing to the Church.

Some hoped that there might be a wave of spiritual revival at the beginning
of the century, and may be disappointed at the lack of pentecostal showers. All
would have been rejoiced had there been striking results of that kind. If there
have not been such, it is not because they were not sought after. Our Agents
were no mere money hunters, but in all their presentations of the Scheme sought
to stir up gratitude to God in the hearts of our people, and entreated young and
old to give themselves, first, unto the Lord. Further, there bave been organized
and effective series of meetings under Presbyterial direction in most of our con-
gregations. And who shall say that what ‘‘ wind that bloweth where it listeth ”
has not breathed upon many hearts? Is it not rather the case that those who
have ears open have heard a sound of going in the tops of the ‘‘ maple” trees that
has been the call of God to more and more to go forth into the battle? We may
well believe that many more in these days are going heartily to His work, for our
records show that. May we not say, also, that this is the Lord’s doing in fulfil-
ment of His promises and in answer to our prayers? May this fulfiliment be yet
more abundant in fruits of righteousness and in purer spiritual life throughout out
Church in all our widespread land, and amongst all the varied peoples who are
hastening to her shores, and they may develop her resources by our side.






10 Historic Sketches—Presbyterian Church in Canada.

In 1761 the first distinctively Presbyterian congregation was formed at
Londonderry, N.S., amongst the Irish settlers, led there by Col. McNutt. These
applied to the Presbytery of New Brunswick, New Jersey, in 1764. In response
the Rev. James Lyon was sent and preached there,and at Truro, Halifax, Onslow
and other places for some years; we do not know hpw long.

In 1766 the Rev. Mr. Kinloch broke ground at Truro, where he laboured
with great acceptance for about two years. He was from the Burgher Synod
and returned to Scotland.

Neither of these being inducted, the first permanently settled minister was
the Rev. James Murdoch, appointed by the Scottish Anti-Burgher Synod as a
missionary to Nova Scotia, ‘“ or any other part of the American continent.” He
arrived at Halifax in 1767 where he preached for a time in the *‘Protestant
Dissenter’s” Church, afterwards St. Matthew’s. He settled at Horton, itinera-
ting through Cornwallis, Windsor, Schubenacadie, Gay’s River, Stewiacke and
Musquodoboit, where are now more than twenty congregations. Through
troublous times and over roads infinitely bad, this kindly pious man wrought
faithfully for thirty-three years, leaving his impress for good on the whole region.
He was at length drowned while crossing the Musquodoboit River.

July 3, 1770, is notable as the date of the first ordination of a Presbyterian
minister in Canada. For sixteen years the Dutch Calvinists of Lunenburg
County pleaded for a pastor from Holland, but failed. Then they chose Bruin
Romacas Comingoe, a man with fair education, of blameless character, deep
piety, a flueut speaker and mighty in the Scriptures, and petitioned Messrs. Lyon -
and Murdoch, with Messrs. Secombe and Phelps, Congregational ministers, to
unite in ordaining him. Meeting as a Presbytery, they set him apart to the
ministry. He continued to discharge its duties over a wide district of country
with great zeal, with sound judgment and with much success for over fifty years
and died, greatly honoured and beloved, at the age of ninety-six. Rev. Adam
Moschell then ministered for twenty years to the congregation, which, after-
wards, became connected with the Synod of the Church of Scotland.

The first regular Presbytery was formed at Truro, in 1786, by the Revs.
Daniel Cock, David Smith and Hugh Graham, with Messrs. Johnston and John
Barmhill, ruling elders. Revs. George Gilmour and James McGregor were
present, but did not identify themselves with this Presbytery.

Mr. Cock, who followed Mr. Kinloch, was the first called pastor of Truro.
The people engaged to pay him, in 1772, £60 N. S. currency for two years, £70
for the next two years, and £1 additional for each succeeding year; half cash
and half produce at cash price. This is a sample of early stipend arrangements
in Canada. The amount promised was often less; the amount received was
almost always less. Mr. Cock made long excursions from Truro in his earlier
years, through which means he gathered round him a large and greatly attached
congregation. He died there in 1803. The Rev. D. G. Cock, for two years in
the Klondike, and now a missionary in Central India, is one of his descendants.

Mr. Smith succeeded Mr. Lyon at Londonderry in 1771, continuing there
until his death in 1805. He was prompt, resolute and fearless in the discharge
of his duties, and, though physically weak, he never spared himself, but was the
faithful fellow-labourer of Mr. Cock in visiting the regions beyond. The Rev.
Hugh Graham accepted a call to Cornwallis, in 1775, and continved there until
1780, when he was called to Stewiacke and Musquodoboit, an extensive and
laborious charge, where the people were still grappling with the virgin forest.
He was a man of peace, of eminent piety and an eager worker amongst that
scattered people. He eventually became pastor of Stewiacke alone, dying there
in 1829,

Rgv. George Gilmour was a U. E. Loyalist, who fled from Connecticut
coming to Nova Scotia in 1784. He had a grant of land at Arboise Hill and
preached throughout the County of Hants. His people were very poor and his
family suffered much. At one time he offered, in Halifax, his land and house as
security for a barrel of flour and some pork, but could obtain none. In 1787 he
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In 1804 Rev. Thomas McCulloch took charge of Pictou town, if town it might
be called. Like Dr. McGregor, he was a man of intense energy. Being an
eminent scholar, he had a burning zeal for the promotion of education, both as
the handmaid of religion and as essential to the prosperity of the country. His
activity turned in that direction, in which congenial sphere he long laboured,
leaving his imprint on the Church and on the Province of Nova Scotia.

The Rev. Alexander Dick, a licentiate of the Scottish Church, arrived in
1802 and was ordained,into the congregation of Douglas on June 21, 1803, this being
the first ordination by a permanently constituted Presbytery in the Dominion of
Canada. He ministered for nine years over a tract of country extending over
sixty miles, when he died. He was an earnest worker and his loss was greatly

- lamented.

In 1809 the Rev. John Mitchell, who had been sent to Canada by the London
Missionary Society, joined the Presbytery of Pictou, becoming the first minister
of River John, as also of Tatamagouche and New Annan, until, in 1826, they
were erected into a separate congregation. He was a good man and a sound
practical preacher, whose memory is revered. In 1815 the Rev. William Patrick,
trom the General Associate Synod, was settled at Merigomish, where were many
disbanded soldiers of the 82nd Regiment. Helaboured very diligently, preaching
Sabbaths and week days and visiting through the whole district. He died in 1844.

In 1816 the Rev. T. S. Crowe became minister of Maitland, labouring there
for upwards of fifty years. He was so powerful an advocate of temperance that
in the bounds of his extensive charge there was no liquor sold. He was greatly
respected by,the whole community. In the same year the Rev. Robert Black-
wood became minister of Nine Mile River, Gay’s River and Shubenacadie, where
he laboured with great zeal until, in 1840, he went to Tatamagouche and New
Annan, and later in his ministry of forty-three years took charge of New Annan
alone. He was an eloquent, broadminded man, who gathered to his ministry
men of all denominations.

The Rev. John Cassels came in the same year to Windsor and Newport, but
very shortly after removed to St. Andrew’s, New Brunswick.

Turning now to the Church of Scotland, in Nova Scotia, we first notice St.
Matthew’s Church, Halifax, organized in 1749, as a congregation of Dissenters,
ministered to generally by independent ministers, in the early days, amongst
whom were Messrs. Cleveland and Secombe. After 1783 it was always supplied by
ministers from the Church of Scotland, although it did not become formally con-
nected with that Church until very much later. In 1783 Rev. Thomas Russell was
ordained by the Presbytery of Paisley as pastor of this congregation, but, finding
it difficult to reconcile the American sympathizers, he returned to Scotland in
three years. The congregation then asked the principal and two professors of
Edinburgh University to select a minister, and in 1787 they sent the Rev. Andrew
Brown, who remained pastor for eight years, being very acceptable to the
people. He then returned to Scotland, eventually becoming a professor in Edin-
burgh University.

Again the congregation asked certain Edinburgh professors to choose
for them. They sent the Rev. Archibald Gray, in 1796, who continued in the
pastorate for thirtv years, although for some time before his death he was
stricken with paralysis, and the work was carried on, first, by the Rev. Robert
Knox, and then by the Rev. Ebenezer Renny, as assistants. He is said to have
been an able and accomplished preacher. :

At Shelburne, amongst Col. McNutt’s settlers, the Rev. Mr. Fraser, who
had been chaplain of the 71st Regiment, became the first minister, about 1785,
when they made some effort towards erecting a church, seeking help from the
British Government, which was not granted. Mr. Fraser did not remain long,
and nothing further was done until the burgher Presbytery settled Mr. Dripps.
The Rev. Mr. Forsythe began his labours in Cornwallis in 1800, continuing for
thirty years his laborious efforts through Wilmot, Bridgetown, Granville, Ann-
apolis and Digby. . S
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of Missions, continuing in that position for seven years after his retirement from
St. Andrew’s, in 1836.

The Rev. Hugh McLeod took charge of Salt Springs, with Gairloch, Roger's
Hill and Cape John, in 1822, but only remained a few years. The Rev. Kenneth
McKenzie, a man, of distinguished ability and an eloquent Gaelic preacher,
became minister of Pictou town, in 1824, where for fifteen years he did valiant
service, was the uncompromising champion of his Church, and when he died was
greatly lamented.

After 1825 the Glasgow Colonial Society took an active interest in the work
of this Province, which manifested itself first, in 1827, when three additional
ministers arrived. The Rev. James Morrison, who laboured from Dartmouth
eastward for three years, then becamne superintendent of the Acadian School in
Halifax, and afterwards went to Bermuda. The Rev. George Struthers was for
a time at Horton, then went to Demerara, but, returning, became minister of
Cornwallis. The Rev. John MacRae, father of the Rev. Dr. D. MacRae, was
for seventeen years the active and efficient labourer over a wide field on the east
and west branches of the East River, where on his return to Scotland in 1844 he
was succeeded by his son. A further relay in 1820 brought the Rev. Dugald
McKichan to Merigomish and the Rev." Gavin Laing to Shelburne, where they
laboured as missionaries for two or three years. In 1831 the Rev. Hugh Mc-
Kenzie became a missionary in Wallace amongst a people, many of whom had
only heard one sermon in the Gaelic language during twenty years. He con-
tinued there till 1840, when he removed to Lochaber.

Eventually, in 1833, a Synod was constituted in connection with the Church
of Scotland. In that year seven ministers came from Scotland, and thereafter
the work was prosecuted with ever-increasing zeal and success.

In the meantime, through the union of the Burgher and Anti-Burgher
Presbyteries, the Synod of Nova Scotia had been formed in 1817, with the
three Presbyteries of Halifax, Truro and Pictou and nineteen ministers, two
of whom were in Prince Edward Island. It was intended to include all
Presbyterian ministers in the Provinces, but, for various causes, there were
four who did not connect themselves. During the next seven years the Synod
had several accessions who broadened the work in this Province. This was
specially the case in 1818, when the Rev. Andrew Kerr became first settled
minister in Economy, where he wrought for thirty years. The Rev. John
Liddell went at the same time to Ambherst, but did not remain long. Then, alsp,
the Rev. Thomas Trotter became colleague at Antigonish, extending his
labours to Cape George, Lochaber and other distant points. Through many
vears this gifted, earnest and beloved man continued his work, in which he
endured much hardship, until his death in 1853. At the same time the Rev.
Alexander Lewis began a seventeen-years' ministry at St. Mary's, Guy’s
County; afterwards he went to Caledon, Ontario; in both Provinces he
rendered good service. The Rev. George Sprott then began a two-years’ tour
as missionary at large, after which he became minister at Windsor and later at
Musquodoboit ; throughout he was energetic and highly successful. But one
other name need be mentioned, that of the Rev. John McKinley, who succeeded
Dr. McCulloch in 1824 as minister at Pictou. He was a most conciliatory, able
and faithful pastor, who continued, until his death, in 1850, to command t+
esteem of all classes in that community. - *

From 1824 the supply of ministers from the Synodical College became
constant, and here the pioneer stage may be said to close, as far as this Province
is concerned.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

The Rev. Dr. McGregor paid visits to the island in 1790 and in 1794,
spending several weeks on each occasion, visiting such points as Cove Head, St,

.
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investigation in 1829, and on his report a strong forward movement began,
resulting in the occupation of many fields. In 1830 the Rev. James Souter entered
on his thirteen years zealous and efficient ministry in Newcastle, with Rev.
Robert Archibald as his near neighbour in Chatham, from 1834. In 1831 Rev. F.
Steven made his headquarters at Campbellton and Dalhousie, with Bathurst, New
Carlisle and Port Daniel as out-stations. Overtaking his work on foot or on
horse-back, along the sea shore, never daunted, never failing, he occupied that
post till his death in 1864. In 1832 Rev. John Berkmire went to Fredericton,
previously wrought by Ebenezer Johnston, a licentiate, and remained till 1841,
when he returned to Scotland, being succeeded by Dr. Brooke. A church was
erected here in 1830. )

In 1833 the Presbytery of New Brunswick, in connection with the Church of
Scotland, was erected, and the work went on apace. A valuable report on the field
in 1834 shows much missionary zeal, marking out broad lines to be realized as
soon as possible. Others who followed immediately were the Rev. James Hannay,
the active and efficient minister of Richibucto; the Rev. P. McIntyre, who soon
died at his post in St. James and St. Stephen, and the Rev. S. Fraser, who minis-
tered in Gaelic to the Tabusintac and Black River Highlanders, many of whom
had been there fifty years without hearing a sermon in their own tongue.

In 1835 the Synod of New Brunswick, with the Presbyteries of Miramichi
and St. John, were formed, and at this period the prospects for the work were
very bright.

The Reformed Presbyterian Church had likewise a Presbytery by 1832.

The Rev. William Somerville itinerated for some months in New Brunswick
in 1831, where he became minister of Horton and Cornwallis. The Rev. Alexan-
der Clark also itinerated in New Brunswick, from his headquarters at Amherst,
and erected a number of churches in the eastern part of the Province.

NEWFOUNDLAND.

Rev. D. A. Fraser, the veteran who had done so much service in Pictou,
Cape Breton and Lunenburg, became the first minister of St. John’s, Nfld.,
in 1842, and died there after three years’ service, during which he had laid the
foundations of St. Andrew's Church, for some years the only Presbyterian con-
gregation in the colony.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

After 1759 there was one Province of Quebec, until 1791, it was divided into
Upper and Lower Canada, afterwards Ontario and Quebec.

In 1765 a small congregation was organized which worshipped for many
years in the Jesuit Barracks. The Rev. George Henry, a former chaplain,
a good man and an acceptable preacher, ministered to them until his death. He
was succeeded by Mr. Spark, a man of great simplicity and beauty of character,
beloved by his people and a source of strength to the congregation. After his
death, in 1819, the Rev. John Harkness, an able, generous-hearted and fearless
man, did vigorous and fruitful service until 1835, when he died. Then came the
Rev. John Cook, who for nearly fifty years was one of the outstanding leaders in
Canadian Presbyterianism, and was chosen first moderator of the United Church
in 1875. St. Andrew’s church, which was built in 1810, was enlarged from time
to time as the congregation increased.

In 1830 the present Chalmers’ (then St. John’s) congregation was organized,
prospering much under the faithful and devoted ministry of Rev. John Clugston,
who returned to Scotland about 1847.

The second vantage point was Montreal, where many enterprising men soon
gathered. There the Rev. John Bethune, a loyalist chaplain, organized a Pres-
byterian congregation in 1786, which met in a hired house in Notre Dame street,
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man, of the Associate Secession, who came to Canada in 1801 and settled at
Beaver Dams, near St. Catharines. With his fellow-labourer, the Rev. Lewis
Williams, of St. Catharines, he made periodical and prolonged missionary
journeys from Niagara, on through the Gore district to Ancaster, and in all the
regions round about. This he did until his sight left him, whilst even after that
he preached at times, until his death, in 1865.

Further west there was a solitary labourer in the County of Norfolk, Rev.
Jabez Collver, who came to Canada in 1793 at the invitation of Governor Simcoe.
Though likely an Independent, he organized a congregation according to the
Presbyterian form, to whom he ministered faithfully till his death in 1815.

Again looking eastward, we learn that the Dutch Reformed Church of the
United States continued its interest in Mr. McDowall's field, deputing ministers
at various times to make extended missionary tours through the district. They
organized some congregationsin this way, notably the congregation of Brockville,
who had frequent supply from 1797, but they were greatly disappointed when Mr.
McDowall did not accept their call. On account of the intermittent supply which
was thus given, there was little permanent result, and finally, in 1819, the Synod
quietly withdrew from the work. ‘

In 1811 the London Missionary Society sent out Rev. William Smart, who
ministered regularly at Brockville, Elizabethtown, Lyn, Yonge and Augusta, also
taking missionary oversight of the whole district from Cornwall to Gananoque
and northwards towards Perth and Lanark. He cominued to take deep interest
in all this region throughout a long and useful life, being spared 1o see#he
Union of 1875. .

There came to his help afterwards the Rev. William Bell sent to minister to
disbanded soldiers settled near Perth in 1817, and the Rev. William Taylor, who
took charge of Osnabruck in the same year.

Then Messrs. Smart and Bell negotiated with Rev. Robert Easton as to the
formation of a Presbytery. In January, 1818, they met at Cornwall for the ordin-
ation of Mr. Johnston, but the formal meeting for organization was held in Mont-
realin July. All Presbyterian ministers in Canada were invited, but no minister
of the Church of Scotland, nor any west of Brockville, responded. It took the
name of the ‘¢ Presbytery of the Canadas,” and carried on its own work very
vigorously in Eastern Ontario.

In 1820 it had been joined by Mr. McDowall and Mr. Eastman ; also by
the Rev. William Jenkins, who, in 1817, had begun a labourious and successful
ministry, having headquarters in the township of Markham, with all the region
about York and Whitby under his care. A meeting was therefore held at Corn-
wall at which the ‘‘ Synod of the Canadas” was organized, with three Presby-
teries. This Synod met each year until 1825, but as the Presbyteries were very
irregular in their meetings, it was at length realized that the time for a Synod
had not come. During its continuance Rev. Robert Boyd, from the Irish Church,
was settled at Prescott, where he was pastor for forty years. He was inde-
fatigable in missionary work throughout the County of Grenville. The Rev.
Mr. Buchanan was settled in Beckwith in 1822, where he endured many priva-
tions during a ministry which continued till his death, in 1835. In 1823 the
Rev. Mr. Gemmell was settled at Lanark, where he ministered until his deatb
in 1844. The Rev. Mr. Evans, also about 1823, took charge at St. Therese,

r\pﬂ the Province of Quebec,

AN, More notable wag/the occupation of Toronto (then York), awhere a church,
built on the present site of Knox was, with its grounds, presented to the congre-
gation by Mr. Jesse Ketchum. The Rev. James Harris was ordained and
inducted on July 10, 1823, by the Presbytery of Brockville. He continued to
minister there until 1844, when he retired, but acted as an elder in the congrega-
tion. At that date the congregation, joined by many members of St. Andrew’s
church, cast in their lot with the Free Church, calling the Rev. Dr. Burns, of
Paisley, Scotland, who assumed the pasterate of Knox church, and became a
most potent force in all missionary work in Canada. He was succeeded by Rev.
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amongst whom the names of McGregor, Stephen, Dunn, Anderson and Murray
deserve to be mentioned as those of faithful missionaries.

There was also a second congregation in Victoria which drew its supply from
the American Church.

The Scottish ministers, the minister of Pandora Street, Victoria, and Mr.
Jamieson were in the field about the time the C.P.R. opened connection. Nego-
tiations began, looking towards union, but were not immediately successful
Pandora Street, however, called the Rev. Donald Fraser, then of Mount Forest,
who became a power for good in the city and Province. The Rev. T. G. Thomp-
son was appointed to Vancouver; the Rev. John Chisholm to Kamloops; Mr
Dunn and Mr. Murray, with their congregations. united with our Presbytery.
Eventually the Church of Scotland withdrew its missionaries, whereupon. the whole
field came under our care. About that time the Rev. D. McRae and the Rev.
P. M. McLeod went to Victoria, and the Rev. E. D. McLaren went to Vancouver,
opening a second congregation. The work went on, prospering greatly. The
Rev. D. McRae had been now longest in the field ; the Rev. Dr. McLaren, who
was long the superintendent’s right hand man in the Province, is now general
mission secretary himself. It is pioneer work still in many parts, but it is sure to
prosper.
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heroic men who would go out, ¢ not knowing whither they went " and, second,
to get these men to crown their heroism by such utter self-denial as to remain
for years, perhaps a lifetime. No wonder the first was hard to solve and men
came slowly. Thank God so many of the pioneers never flinched, but went on
and on, many of them labouring with their own hands to eke out a living, and
preached for their whole lives to those who, for long, could do little more than
honour and love them for their work’s sake, and that so many more gave the years
of their prime to this pioneer work.

The chief problem, then, was to get men who were willing to go. As in all
new countries, men must come from without, and many pathetic appeals were
made by the early missionaries and settlers, piteously imploring such aid from the
Churches of the old lands and the neighbouring colonies (later states). Stirring
petitions, accompanied by luminous descriptions of the field, were forwarded
later by Presbyteries; indeed, all influences were brought to bear, but the
response was slow and meagre. The colonial Churches who understood the con-
ditions best moved early in behalf of Nova Scotia, but the War of Independence
soon stopped intercourse, though greatly to their credit, the Presbyterian and
Dutch Reformed Churches of the United States afterwards gave strong support
to mission work in the Canadas. The Church of Scotland was late in making
organized effort on behalf of her Canadian children, but some volunteers came
early, who after a while stirred the home Church to vigorous action. Most of the
pioneers hailed from the poor but active sisterhood of Secession Churches in
Scotland and Ireland, whose long continued and even present interest has been
of prime value to our home mission work.

The supply was ever inadequate and therefore desultory. The missionaries
overtaxed their own energies and those of catechists pressed into the service, yet
the work languished in many strong Presbyterian districts, though godly men
and women kept the light shining by teaching the children the truths which had
moulded their own spiritual life. These so longed for Sabbath services that when
there came amongst them warm hearted Methodist or Baptist preachers, whose
‘“soundness,” but not their piety or self-denial, might be doubted, many of our
choicest members regretfully adhered to those Churches whose more flexible
methods enabled them to provide earlier and fuller supply. Whole districts were
lost—not so many in Nova Scotia—and many of the most devoted missionaries of
those sister Churches thus sprang from Presbyterian stock which, let us believe,
was the sowing of the seed from which we are now reaping abundantly in the ever
increasing unity of sentiment that animates the sisterhood. The Gael clings to
his mother tongue and Church with such tenacity that, from Cape Breton to
Kildonan, he was mostly immovable, and waited till he could enjoy worshipping
in the old way. .

Conditions were most favourable in Nova Scotia. There was reasonable
compactness in Truro Presbytery, and much resourcefulness in laying out the
work. In Pictou Presbytery there was intense energy and brilliant leadership.
By 1817, when these united in the Synod of Nova Scotia, preaching stations were
dotted over the whole province—fewer in the west and south-west, though even
there Comingoe and the Church of Scotland brethren were hard at work.  Prince
Edward Island had been endowed with Keir, whose leadership already promised
much that came later, but no more than touring had been done in New Brunswick
by these Presbyteries, whilst Cape Breton had been sighted only by McGregor.

Effective home mission work began in New Brunswick in 1817, when Rev.
George Burns, of the Scottish Church, come to St. John. From that time the
Church of Scotland and Secession brethren vied with each other in overtaking the
work-—quietly assisted by the Reformed Presbyterians. Thereafter there was no
Province where the early mission work was more efficient or its promise brighter
than in this corner of the field.

In the Canadas there were a few men of apostolic zeal, facing an enormous

field, whilst additions to their number were few and far between. Splendid
individual efforts were made in the Niagara district, in York and central






















¢ - Home Missions. a7

new work, sought more men, thought out the problem of means:

s for mpoﬂmg labourers ; means for getting them over the
test possi territory in the least possible time; means for building
ches and manses; means for strengthening the College as the hand-maid

& Home Mission work. He talked in those days of outfits, ponies, saddles,

Rev., Dr. RoperTsox.

sites, building material, transporiation, as il he had been a
wax, but the merchandise was better than of silver or gold. He
tent-fown as it sprang up, as if he had been a speculator, as
and his speculations turned out well for Church and country.
he journeyed ; went west ; came east ; fought his way in the
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