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“THE next morning | arrived in good health at
Prince of Wales’s Fort after having been absent
eighteen months and twenty-three days on this last
expedition; but from my frst setting out it was two

years seven months and twenty-four days.

"“Though my discoveries are not likely to prove of
any material advantage to the Nation at large, or
indeed to the Hudson's Bay Company, vet | have the
pleasure to think that | have fully complied with the
orders of my Masters, and that it has put a final end to

all disputes concerning a North West Passage through

Hudson's Bay . . .”

Semuel Hearne

.‘\ "JOulnc»\.' Iro"l Prln(c‘ Ol \‘,’?‘l‘:s"- F()rl mn l'{udﬁun.h
Bay to the Northern Ocean. Undertaken by Order
of the Hudson's Bay Company for the Discovery of
Copper Mines. a North West Passage. etc. In the
Years 1769, 1770, 1771 and 1772,

Publisked in London, 1795.

Samuel Hearne was the first white man to reach the Arctic
Ocean overland and discovered the Coppermine River.
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THF_ discovery of a document which gives fresh
vitahity to Company history is an occasion to he
noted. The archives in London include a small
book in which Sir George Simpson wrote in his own
hand his frank private opinions of everyone in the
Fur Trade at about the vear 1832, The value of the
book had been very limited because Simpson had
identihed his subordinates by number only. Within
recent months Mr. Leveson Gower has found,
among Sir George's papers, a single sheet linking
names of fur traders with the numbers in the conh-
dential"character "book. With this key Sir George's
personnel system becomes highly interesting read-
ing, and men who are otherwise nominal characters
in the history of Western Canada are made quite
human beings with vices and virtues duly noted.
The character book gives colour and amimatian to
the period and will probably become one of the
most quoted documents of the Company archives.
There 1s one entry which links up with Mr. Steven-
son's article on Thomas Simpson 1n this issue.
Thomas' brother attacked Sir George bitterly on
the grounds that, bhecause Thomas had been a
cousin, the Governor had stood 1n the way of lhis
advaneement in the service. The following extract
from the character book makes it quite clear that
the Little Emperor had bigh hopes for his kinsman:

“"No. 80 (Thomas Simpson A Scotehman 3
vears in the Service. 24 Years of Age: was con-
sidered one of the most finished Scholars in Aber-
deen College: 1s handy & active and will in due
time 1f he goes on as he promises be one of the most
complete men of business in the country; acts as
my Secty or Confidential Clerk during the busy
Season and in the capacities of Shopman, accomp
tant & Trader at Red River Settlement during the
Winter — perfectly correct 1in regard to private
conduct & character.”

333
i

“"You are to keepe exact Journalls'” stated the
instructions to the first € ompany fur traders on the
Nonsuch in 1668, 1t is a fair speculation that with-
out “'exact Journalls’ the Company could not have
hur\-i\("d l]](" L'('lllllri('.’.\‘. ‘\_&"ﬂill ﬂll(] il;_:d;]1 \'\]l(,‘ll un-
der hot fire from enemies in high places, the Gov-
ernor and Committee were able ta produce. before
parliamentary inquiries. the journals of officers and
servants to establish the wruthful record of the
Company's performance of obligations. Today




these documents are the verv substance of the
C ()mpnn_\'s archives and the fabric of the l)islnr.\.'
ol Western Canada. [t is hoped in the next Beaver
to resurae the series of articles which Mr. Leveson
Gower has been writing on the work of putting this
vast volume of matenal into an orderly arrange-
ment,

A turther bulletin on the salvaging of the last ol
the York boats: We are now assured that this
craft, whichisdestined to become as rare a museum
piucv as the Red River cart, will be in shapr this
summer to be towed from Norway House down
Lake Winnipeg to our own Lower Fort. Complete
report on this vovage in 5('|)lt-ml)vr.

.
I

One of the pleasant things about the editing of
this mug:lr_inc tand there are plunt_v of Unpl(raarml
tl\ing:‘- 1s the congunml group of contributors.
They are people who apparently write for us with
enthusiasm on subjects which they know best, and
there 1s no better companion than an intelligent
person with a field of expert knowledge. We have
with us this June Dr. Seymour Hadwen. director of
the dcparlmvnl of pallu)logy and bzu‘tcriology at
the Ontario Research Foundatien, writing expertly
on Northern dogs. The second parl of this article
will appear in the next number. J. A. Stevenson,
chief correspondent of the lLondon Times in Can-
ada, 1s a Scot who has an incredible knowledge of
Scotsmen 1n Canada’s story and i1s therefore better
equipped than anyone we know to write of the
brief, tragic carecer of Thomas Simpson N. ]
Ogilvy. who is director of Canada’s Geodetic Sur-
VY as w ell as bcing His Britannic :\'lajv:-l},":'- Inter-
national Boundary Commissioner, 1s certainly an
expert on his subject. Of Wallace Kirkland, Chi-
cago. we know little except that he conducts strenu-
ous expeditions of yvoungsters to unexpected
places and calls en us looking lean and bronze on
the way “oul.” Dr. Ross Mitchell, of Winnipeg, is
known to us chiefly for his well directed enthusiasm
for medical history in Western Canada, and that,
of course, means he knows a lot about the Com-
pany. Clifford Wilson is the author of “Adventur-
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ers All” and contributed the series of articles to
The Beaver on Sir Georze Simpson and Lachine. He
writes nbout Tadoussac at our suzgestion, perhaps
because we like the plac(' so much, Fred .’\ug('r. of
Victoria, dees a cheery bit of waterfront reporting

for the beneht of we who are prairic-bound.

A

W ho ever started this “"Gentlemen Adventurers”
business? From time to time in the past 263 years
there may have heen some gentlemen in the Com-
pany, but they are certainly not mentioned in any
of the ofhcial documents. There scem to have been
some barber-shop smoking-room arguments on the
-_~.ubj(-(_t r(:ccnll}'. for we have been pt,-rai:;tunll_\
asked to straighten the matter out isix phone calls
one dav). Our U.S.-Canadian hybrd contem-
porary, Liberty, recently had & query on it in their
Question and Answer Department. and then gave
the wrong answer. Here once again 1s the Com
pany’s oflicial name, used in all legal documents:
“The Governor and Company of Adventurers of
[':.nt.'_land trading into [Hudson's Bn_\ Note also
that the Company still operates under a Royal
Charter signed by King George V.

In the past three numbers of The Beaver sixteen
new hooks have been reviewed. all having some
relation to the Company. None of them is fiction.
It is a notable fact and helps to remind us of a
widening interest in the North and in Company
history. Publishers don’t issue books for pleasure;
theyv are produced for profit, and it usually requires
sales of nearly two thousand copies to get a book
into prohts. While on the subject of books. it
should be recorded that copies of Bryce's “Re-
markable History of the Hudson's Bay Company ™
are becoming difficult to acquire. It was first pub-
lished in 1900 and went through cight editions and
revisions between then and 1910, So. if you have a
copy. hold 1t and vour grandchildren may use 1t to
pay oft the mortaage and bless vour memory.

e,
Fasre

i

Advertising is being knocked about the lot in
these times. "“"Horror” advertising. extravagant
claims and bad taste generally are the charges
made by serious minded people against the en-
deavour to sell gouods and services by words and
pictures. The attack is mainly directed against
“"national advertisers " ——that 1s, those whe use the
magazines, radio and newspapers in nation-wide
campaigns. T he eonsumer, they say. is being duped
by half truths and misleading statements. The con-
sumer’s ignorance of what is really in the bottle,
the tin or the chocolate box is being exploited. And
now advertising is rising in its own defence to ad-
mit there have been departures from the truth by

a few and "'nasty” advertising by a few others but.
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Lhcy say, national 'cldv(-.rtisnng has enabled vou lo
buy an excellent tin of beans or an excellent auto-
mobile because the manufacturers can reach and
sell to mullions through national advertising. The
battle 13 warming up and highly readable books
are helng written on the subjrfct We who are in
this selling business will find 1t all interesting and
if our reputation is worth what we believe it to be,
we may benefit from it b_\' contlnuinq to (-njo_\'
customer confidence in merchandise sold under our
own name.

Design 1s one of the side chows of modern busi-
ness, [here are actually annual exhibitions of
trademarks and labels and magazines dealing ex-
clusively with packaging of merchandise, where
vou may read how Whoopee Corn Plasters in-
creased their sales 1000 per cent by streamlining
their container (in the trade it's container, not box!
and wrapping ecach plaster in prophylactic, steril-
1zed, scented. pastel shaded cellophane. [t's that
kind of a business; but i1t's not all foaling. If vou
are the sort ol person who likes your bathroom
cluttered up with bottles which look like horse
lintment or rat peison, then yYou are not sensitive
to packaging. But if vou find any shight pleasure in
labels or boxes in clean erisp colour with useful in-
formation prlnlcd in the rigllt plﬂ(c‘. then you mayv
be interested in the results of some of the exper-
ments carried on by the Steres Departments in
design. It is, of course, only a side show of mer-
chandising, but a pleasant one and one in which
everyone 1s an expert— which makes it interesting.
We hope to get to this subject in a future Beaver.

b

The Fur Trade will admit modestly to an as-
toniahinh_ dive rHil\ of activity, but art has never
been near the top of the list—at least not until
Stanle b l\ndpp pLuutuJ a picture of the C ompany s
post at Frobisher Bay, Bafhn lLand. With hairs
plucked from his own head, common house paints
and cardboard from a biscuit carton, Knapp ex-
ecuted a picture which has brought recognition
from the trustees of the National Gallery of Can-
ada. When the Nascopie was North last summer
the artist fur trader gave the picture to Major Mec-
Keand, director Northwest Territories branch of

7

the Department of the Interior. who later pre-
sented it to H. S. Southam, chairman of the trus-
tees of the gallery. Later the newspapers heard of
the piclurc and the story was told in scores of
Canadian dailies. This vear, when Knapp, who 1s
now manager of (lvde River (the second most
northerly post of the Company |, unpacks the vear’s
mail from the Nascopie, he will find a set of paints
and brushes as a gift from the National Gallery.

[t is June. The Retail Store Anniversary sales
are over. The 265th General Court of the Com-
pany 1s past. The North comes to its ice-lree season
and on the Company’s charts Northern courses are
plotted. In the first week of June the ships of the
Mackenzie River Transport head down atream for
the Arctic. The motor schooner Fort Severn will be
working on the west coast of Hudson Bay. The
Fort Garry will be among the ice off the Labrador.
The Fort Churchill will be on the cast coast of the
Bay. The Fort fames will be fitting out for her
Western Arctic (—‘:(pedﬂiﬂh. The .“Yasrnpfr loads this
month at Montreal to sail for the Eastern Arctic
13th July.

e

The receiving of mail remains one of the minor
pleasures of lifte. The unpredictable element in un-
opened mail can he the Great Unknown to an ex-
1stence otherwise limited to nine to five and an
occasional c.\puc“liun to the cinemna. Oulgoinf_{ mail
can also have its interest, and to watch the gray -
green envelopes containing 7'he Beaver taking ofl
for Yokohama, Leipzig and New Guinea renews
one's confidence in the Hudson's Bay Company as
the most interesting corporation in the world.
Moreover, it should be remembered that our sub-
scribers in Kodiak. Alaska and the lsle of Mull
have all paid the modest tariff of one dollar a
vear. All of which i1s to suggest to you that The
Beaver, at this price makes one of the most agree-
able—and economical —gifts it 1s possible to send.
So, with low editorial pllh (ld\tr[’l‘-lln_, cunning,
l\awng lured you thus far, we now draw your atten
tion to the coupon which ought to he 1n the lower
rn_,hl hand corner of the inside back cover. i 1f 1t
isn't there the printer has let us down bcldl}.r




Tadeursac Bay, showing the Canada Steamship Lines hatel laoking out pver the St Lawrence, and, an the right of the hoiel down
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batween the high land in the beckground and the lower heights belind the hotel

Tadoussac, the Company and
the King's Posts

By CLIFFORD P. WILSOMN

The Story of Tadoussac’s Transition in Three Centuries from the
Earliest Fur Trading Post in Canada to a Cool Summer Resort for
Montrealers and Quebeckers. From Tadoussac Colonial French Traders,
the Nor'westers and Hudson's Bay Company Men Have Ruled the
King's Domain, and Cartier, Champlain, Ballantyne and Strathcona
Have Heard the Winds Roar Down the Deep Canyon of the Saguenay.

TH[‘; story of Tadoussac and the King's Posts is
inextricably bound up with the story of the Hud-
son's Bay Company. partly because the King's
Domain adjoined the Hudson’s Bay territones, but
chielly because the posts were operated for many
vears by the Company itself and its predecessors in
Quebec, the Nor'westers. Five of them. moreover
Seven [slands. Mistassinni, Moisie River. Ber-
atms, and Lake St John (Pointe Bleue)—are still in
existence under jurisdiction of the St. Lawrence-
Ungava district of the Fur Trade Department.

Tadoussac. the headquarters of the domain.
was the earliest fur trading post in Canada. Ten
vears belore Henry Hudson sailed into the bay
that Lears his name, it had been established at the
mouth of the Saguenay. Totoushab the place was
called by the local Indians, and the French, “whao
murder every foreign word."” as old David Thomp-
son has it, pronounced it Tawdoussac. The Indian
name, meaning mamelons, referred to the reunded
11_1“5 of rock guarding the entrance to the Saguenay
river. which Champlain quaintly refers to in his
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lawn, The bell dales back a hundred years earlier
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map of 1608 as montagnes fort
maurarses.

By that time it had become
a rendezvous of many years’
standing for the independent
French trading ships and the
roving Indians who came
down the Saguenay and St
Lawrence in their tur laden
canves. But up to the year
1600, no permanent post had
been established there. One
ol the French traders. Fran-
cons Grave, Sieur du Pont
better known, [:(-rhapﬁ_ as
Pont-Grave saw that com-
petition between the ships
was ruining trade. and deter-
mined to secure a monopoly
ol it from the French crown,

ladousac in 1865 The H B C postisvitible Bevween the ald Indian chapel on the left and the new hotel

Prerre Chauvin, a ship owner

an the right, Lord Strathee

ind lived there o3

4 youna man n 1847

Irading was divcontinued thare in

1859, but the ald building mil about TBES

i

The hotel seen in the picture formt part of the

of Honfleur. helped him ob-
tain it., and in the opening
months of the seventeenth
century these two set sail for
the St. Lawrence with a crowd of would-be settlers
on board their vessels.

In return for a trading monopoly lasting for ten
yvears, they had agreed to start a colony in New
France by brinzing out fifty settlers each yvear and
leaving them on this side to trade and build and
till the soil. But Chauvin's prime object appears to
have been to enrich himself. When they got to
Tadoussac, he decided to land his men there, and
in spite of the remonstrances of Pont-Grave, who
pointed out that the land around the site of the
present Three Rivers would be much more amen-
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Champlain's Man of Tadoussac |0 1608, showing Chawvin s post of 1600, the first in Canads, on almas
Among other insccurscies, the source of the
own. D is the place where the sava v

rh\: sAme. site A lh_q Pu‘.nfk': Hud el I Bev r_“'-mp-s.“'y ol

[resh water brook, C, {s wrengly s

present Cenads Stesmibip L

ines structure, while the chapel, 1t will be noticed, i

able to settlement., Chauvin obstinately stuck to
his guns. Under the shadow of the mamelons they
built a cluster of wooden shacks. including the post
house—or as Champlain scathingly calls 1t, a
maison de plaisance— twentyv-hve by eighteen feet
and eight feet igh, “'in the shape of a guard room.™
covered with boards, with a fireplace in the middle,
and surrounded by wattles and a small ditch dug
in the sand.

During the summer they traded with the In-
dians, and in the autumn Chauvin and Pont-Grave
salled away to I'rance, leaving behind in the post,

not fifty men as the

terms of their char-

ter called for. but a

s mere sixteen. Even
these were oo many

A for the amount of
| food left there to
sustain them
through the terrible
i winter that f{ollow-
} ed. Mistortune dog-
.]I.III ' ged them from the

.

start. The men were
unruly without a
proper leader and
il prepared to tace
the intense cold and
the bhizzards that
came hawling out of
the west across the
open waters of the
s eas Saguenav's mouth.
Some of them died
miserably. and the
wretched remainder
taok refuge with the
wandering tribes.

The second and
third expeditions, in

camp when they come to trade. "’ the two following

virtually the same
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years, fared little better from the point of view of
settlement, although the fur trading brought in
gm:.-d returns, and while Chauvin sat cumforl.abl_v
at home by his fireside. the murderous cold of
Tadoussac did away with twenty or more of his
wretched “‘colonists.”” Then, fortunately perhaps
for other intended victims, while preparing for a
fourth expedition in 1603, Chauvin also died.

Thus ended his series of attempts to establish a
permanent settlement in Canada. His trading post,
which Champlain shows in his map of Tadoussac
in 1608, is repeatedly deseribed (even by noted
historiansi as the hrst house in Canada: but 1t 1s
obvious that it was antedated by some sixty years
by Cartier's and Roberval’'s buildings near Cap
Rouge, if not by Cartier’'s fort of 1535 near the St.
Charles at Quebec

Although Tadoussac remained the headquarters
of the Canadian fur trade for several years there-
after, no other white man's dwelling was raised
there but the bark chapels of the Recollet and
Jesuit missionaries. For fur trading in that bleak
and barren spol was a matter of seasonal business
between the ships anchored in the sandy bay and
the Indians of various tribes whose wigwams were
grouped together beside the little stream which
runs down {from the hills into the harbour.

Some of the writings of modern authors as well
as of ancient ones—lead one to supposec that the
place was a thriving community during the whole
of the French regime: but, as Charlevoix put 1t
after his visit there in 1720, ““there never was more
than one French house in it, with some huts of In-
dians that came here in trading time. and who
aflterwards carried their huts away with them as
they do with the booths of a fair.”

During the forty years following the death of
Chauvin, no fewer than seven fur trading monop-
olies were granted, But in 1663 the administration
of the colony of Canada passed out of the hands of
the Company of New France into those of Louis
XIV. and from then until the termination of the
Hudson's Bay Company lease nearly two centuries
later the huge trading district of which Tadoussac
was the headquarters was known variously as the
Traite de Tadoussac, the Do-
maine du Roi, or the King's
posts,

The limits of the domain
were not definitely fixed unul
|7 53, but when that was done
they proved to be virtually
the same as those in use for at
least seventy-five vears be-
fore that, plus an extension
on the east from lle aux Oeufs
to Cape Cormorant, fifteen
leagues below Seven [slands.
From the latter point they
stretched west alang the north
shore of the St. lLawrence to
L.es I-boulements, and thence
due west far some seventy

view of Tadoussac has been taken
the Ffrentispiece of Ballantyne's
dsor " Hrst edition, and shows
the H B C poit as it appeared when the
famous author was there in 18446, Same
bullding s wvimible in the 1365 photo.
(Photagraphs on these two pages cour
tesy Canadian Geoagraphical Journal.)

-
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miles to the hetzht of land between the Batiscan
river and the sources of the Metabetchouan. The
western boundary was determined roughly by the
St. Maurice watershed. and the castern by the
meridian of Cape Carmorant, while the northern
was said to extend in one point as far as Hudson
Bay.

This last delimitation led naturally to a good
deal of rivalry between the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany and the French traders for the furs of those
Indians who found it just as easy to reach one as
the other. In 1681, the Intendant Duchesneau
complained that the English “are still at Hudsen's
Bay on the north and do great damage to our fur
trade. The farmers™ {(of the revenue) “suffer n
consequence, by the diminution of the trade at
Tadoussac, and throughout that entire country,
because the English draw off the Ottawa nations;
for the one and the other design they have two
forts in the said bay — the one towards Tadoussac'
i Fort Rupert, first of the Hudson's Bay posts)
“and the other at Cape Henrietta Maria on the
side of the *Assinibouet:.”” Thus the first English
fur post in Canada came into direct competition
with the first French post.

In 1720, when John Law's Compagnie d'Occident
was In charge of the domain, there were only four
solidly established posts to take care of its trade
Tadoussac. Chicoutimi, Papinachois or Jeremie
Islets. and Maisie River—but the decree of 1733,
whieh set the himits, names eight more—Malbaie
{Murray Bayv), Bondesir, Lake S5t. John, Nekou-
bau, Chamouchouane, Mistassinni, Naskapi, and
Seven Islands. The lslets de Jeremie post was also
known as Pointe Betsiamites—the present Ber-
simis. [ he rights of operating these various posts
were farmed out to the highest bidders, and so the
man in charge was called the farmer of the posts.
In 1750 the farmer was, so to speak. a larmerette,
as the Traite de Tadoussac was controlled by a
woman, the widow of Fornel. B_\' that time, how-
ever. the trade in peltries at Tadoussac had taken

*This apweliing &= o remitnder vhat the angmal wasy of procouncing the
d Aswmmibome was something like Assimibwen lLa Verendrye, in face,
wometimes spelt 11 Assiribouene. and FrenchCanadian peasants of today
still pronvunce 1t thus
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second place to the scal fishery, which was carried
on from December to March. 1t was doubtless this
that decided the farming company to keep open its
post there the vear round. Since the davs of Chau-
vin it had been simply a “summer resort” for the
I-rench traders, but now the seal hunters had to be
fed from the company warchouse, since they had
no time for any other sort of hunting. and so
Tadoussac began to be inhabited in the winter as
well as the summer.

After the British conquest, the new government
continued to lease the right of trading. hunting and
fishing in the domain to some individual or com-
pany. and the King's Posts were operated by the
North-West and Hudson's Bay Companies as well
as by private parties. The Seigniory ol Murray Bay
was sliced off the domain in 1762, and the western
extremity on the 5t. Lawrence thereby moved
down stream to the Black river at St. Simeon: but
it still remained an immense territory. tremendous-
ly rich in furs and fish, and whale and seal oil.

That year the lease was awarded to Thomas
Dunn and John Gray. of Quebec. who held it until
1786 at an annual rental of £400. Durning the War
of Independence. American privateers plundered
the various St. LLawrence posts of more than £3000
worth of furs and merchandige, but Tadoussac
they left strictly alone, owing to the amusing pre-
cautions taken l)y the clerk. a Mr. Martin. The
post, thanks to a rew of six field-pieces ranged
along the edge of the terrace above the beach. al-
ready presented quite a formidable front; but Mar-
un added to it by getting the Indians there to
dress up in scarlet and parade around whenever a
ship appcart'd in the offing, so that to those on
board they appeared like British soldiers. The field-
pieces, four-pounders. were still there in 1847,
though ""more for the sake ot appearance than for
use.” and 1t 1s possible that the two old guns now
on the lawn of the Tadoussac hotel belong to their
number.

Martin was there when the adventurer. John
Long, who was also in the employ of Messrs. Dunn
& Gray at the time. visited the place in 1780, Long.
in his "Travels and Voyages.' tells an amusing tale
of how he dressed up as an Indian and. taking fort_\'
savages from the post, boarded a supposed Ameri-
can privateer in | adoussac Bay. The "'privateer”
turned out to be a Quebec packet, and the captain.
vastly relieved to find himself among friends, in-
vited Long. Martin and the local priest—who was
evidcntl_v the saintly Pere lLabrosse of the famous
Tadoussae legend-to dinner on board. After-
wards, on the wayv back in the ship's boat to the
beach, the good father began to reprimand Long
for inciting his peaceful flock to warfare; where-
upon the adventurer., who had drunk a little too
freely of the captain’s wine, picked up the priest
and dropped him overboard into the 1cy waters of
the l)a_v_

The North-West Company's connection with
the King's Posts began in 1802, when Simon Me-
Tavish and associates leased them on behalf of
that partnership and put Angus Shaw in charge.
The lease was for twenty vears, at the greatly in-
creased rental of £1025. Tadoussac was still the
headquartersof the domain, but it was not in favour
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with the fur traders as a place of vear round resi-
dence. Then. as now. it was delightful in the sum-
mer. but in the winter a place to be abhorred. "If
there is an ounce of cold forty leagues up the river,
there will be a pound of it here,”” was Champlain’s
way of putting it: and almost every writer who has
experienced a winter there since has azrc-ed_xy:th
him. James McKenzie, the Nor'wester. who visited
the King's Posts in the summer of 1808, was
charmed with Tadoussac in the warm months:

“The people fishing. the whales playing in the
basin before the house, the cattle grazing around
the gardens. the birds flying about, with the uni-
versal verdure which prevails in the summer sea-
son. give the place a lively appearance. But.” he
adds. “how sadly the secene s reversed in the win-
ter, when not only the animated part of creation
retires from the horrid prospect, but the very rocks
and trees seem to shrink and groan under the heaps
of snow which cover them. The latter are actually
torn up by the roots or broken in splinters by the
westerly wind, which rushes from the Saguenay
with a vielence which threatens to sweep every-
thing before 11"’

R. M. Ballantyvne. the author. who spent a
couple of months there early in 1846, found it
equallyv dismal: "' Rocks—cold. hard. misanthropic
rocks. grin from beneath volumes of snow. and the
few stunted, black looking pines that dot the banks
here and there cml_v tend to render the scene more
desolate. No birds fly about to enliven the travel-
lers; and the only sound that meets the car. besides
the low sighing of the cold, cold wind. is the crash-
ing of the immense helds of ice as they meet and
war in the eddies of opposing currents.”

The Indians who {requented the post of Tadous-
sac were chiefly Montagnais. whom James Mec-
Kenzie refers to as “"the most wretched species of
the human race.”” He describes the annual feast
held there by these savages alter the spring hunt,
to which the clerk and the men of the post were al-
ways mvited by the chief. Rum was liberally be-
stowed, but “the Clerk, or Hogima. 1s treated with
all possible civility and respect, being seated in the
centre of the tent on a chair, with a table covered
with the choicest viands nicely cooked before him,
with the chief on his right doing the honours of the
table with Adam's knives and forks. while the pipe
and bottle pass briskly around the circle. and con-
vivial conversation begins to be pretty clamourous.
As soon as decency will permit and the Canadian
chiefl has regaled all his senses with the scene before
him. he retires. honoured by a volley of firearms
and the thanks of the company, cxprcsscd b}' a
heavy groan all round.”

The clerk. or the bourgeois. also had a small but
unenviable share in the Montagnais marriages. for
directly after the wedding ceremony took place in
the little chapel beside the post i which remains the
chief historical landmark of Tadoussac today! the
happy couple would repair to the post house. where
the gentleman in charge had to receive three kisses
on his lips {rom each of the greasy newlv-weds., in
return for which he was obliged to give them a loaf
of bread and a bottle of rum. These wretched
savages would spend the winter in a half starved
condition, wandering ahout Continued on Puge 63



THE BEAVER, June 1935 13

TWENTY-FIVE PICTURES

OF
COMPANY NEWS
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Edward Green, who wrote the "Cals'' and pro-
peller stones for ug, visited us the other day dnd
left thin umidentified picture We don't know
whether 118 food, Tur or the Royal Mail which is
being held up, But ity 4 good picture From C. A Keefer, of the Company's
- fur wrade post at Foit £ th on the
~ Sleve river, come these two pictures
' [, above, Andy Bahr, and in

o t
]ﬂ centre, Dan Crowley. Andy Bahr
= e - assisted by Dan Crowley, was

charge ol the Governmen) rel

herd which has been broy ht 1o
restock the lands o the east of the Mackenzie River delts. The trek
began in in 1929 and ended this winter The pictures were taken
when Bahr and Crowley v g out, their. job completed
The Beaver, in four issue v 1934,
story written by A B Evans
of 2000 animals in charge of this s
batles with wolves and the Arctic e
stories which have evel come aut af the MNarnth

Factor " PA. Conn, of the Fur Trade Commissionet’s olfice,
whio in Aoril this year completed his twenty-fourth vear
In t_}'\-’ 'L-Dmp.-:l'lv". service. Mr Conn 13- at present an feave
n Europe, his fiest trip home singe 1911

On the night: Flying Oilicer John Grierson of the Royal
Aur Force, ot the Company s past at Fort (Gearae, on James
Hay, where he refuelled during hes flight from England
to Oittawa via Greenland and Baffin Land last yesr. He
alto topped 4t the Company '« Lake Harbour and Pav.
ungnetuk posts end afterwards, in the Times, thanked
the Company's allicers for help received at the posts



raring rabbit skins. Tap, Haltirig
the midday meal on the ta Wee-
§ Centre, left On the sea ice with
2 bales of fur from f\lr-;'.x"lr, At ?';hr,
[he district manager’s team leaving: Pike
River cames. Below, left: A halt for lunch
Father Besud in frantp <nd,
right, 10 contrast, summer travel t
Cabbage Willows: between Har
ancd Rupert Bay, Here they are dammi
the creek to get enoush water to navia
gate the canoe
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The pictures on thit page were taken by
1 %/, Anderson, manager of the Com-
pany 1 James Bay district of the Fur Trade
snd show travel in hig distnicr The winter
protures Wwere taken dirning an Inspection
tour fram Moeoze Factory to Weenusk on
the Hudsan Bay coast and return last
winter. Top, left. An Indian camp scene
at Pike Rlver Cape Henrietta Maria. The
Indiang, with Father Besudet who trav.
elled with Mr Anderscn, are outside
their winter wigwam, Some cf them are
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A PAGE OF POSTS

Below top: Deaie Lake poit in the Castiar district of B.C. The poit
wat eitablithed (n 1838 by Robert Campbell, whe ditcavered
that the Pelly and Yukon were one snd the same river, and
who ditcovered the head waters of the Stilane The oniginal post
was al the other end of the lake, but was moved recently te s
present site: This photosraph wat taken by Mrs. W, G Criag,
wile ef aur Elbwanga post mansger. Centre: An unpreteantiaus
building but bearer of & hine name; Fort Georae an James Bay.
The onginal post was erected abour 180, but'the site has Been
\_1'\-1r-\"¢d maiy (Lihes Since

] Iiilhi”!l

MMM

IF"I'_‘I'-"QQ‘ '::;l‘if|ﬁ.ﬂf -Il"!d wWinter vigws l'\; FI'I“ _'l'rlllh nn ‘F|v’ ‘-||-Q|? LA S Al
taken by C A Keeler of the past, The post wat estebllished in 1870
and named glver Donald A Smith, later Lard Strathcons, The buildings,
thaugh modern, are grouped aboutl a square in the old manmer and
the gags between bulldings enclased by & lence instead of the old
larmidable simckide Belaw, right Pae Mauntain pan, Satkatchewian
district, on the Carrat river, This past was alse established in 18
Below, lelt Dundss Ha Devan Iand, the mott nartherly o
etablished 1934 WY miles inude the Arvene C

Cirele

Cin the nshl Anpother noimthern
oo, Pand s Inlet, on the narthesn
tip ul Belfe Land. The post sweas
erecled in 1991 under the super-
vinien ol the present Fur Trade
Conmissioner, Chief Faceor Balph
Parions, while he widi manager
aof ither distnict. The BCMIP. see
alie wilablished here, 4t may "bhe
seen by the mitlals pleked aut in
radk on the hill dide
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E- M Picaude, mansger Bersimis post, with
his wife This was one of the King's Poss

na-an

children

tsarkas ol Chibau

rEamE 48 s

uchee

dressed n  rablur  skin

4

amou. The lady’s |ndian
nglish, "'the louse™).
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Thit page ¢ devoted to the St Lawrence-Ungava distriet, ol whicgh
George Walwn is manager, One of the intereds of the digtrict Is o
cod lishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the cod going to the southern
(‘,urc;-pc.m and Sauth American markets, Reading down on th fight
are: (1)Bunting 4 cod tap at Blanc Sablon, (2) the haul i1 goed, 60
auintaly; {3) the lish ready Far the dresiing tables, and (4 ) a spread ol
100 guintald drying
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The Unsolved Death

of
Thomas Simpson
Explorer

By JOHM A, STEVENSON

Chief Carrespondent in Canada ol the Times, Landar

After Three Years of Aurctic Exploration for
the Company, Thomas Simpson Died in a
Mysterious Shooting and Never Knew of the
Honours Conferred Upon Him by the Queen.

IN the annals of Arctic exploration there have
been few more interesting and attractive figures
than Thomas Simpson, a native of Ross-shire in
Scotland, who was for rather less than a dozen
vears a servant of the Hudson's Bay Company un-
til his untimely death at the hands ot halt-breed
assassins in the Red River valley in 1840, His fame
has been obscured by the greater nnd longer saga
of the exploits ol his cousin, Sir George Simpson.
but during his comparatively brief career he per-
formed some remarkable feats of explaration and
won immortal fame by his discoveries on the Cana-
dian Arctic coast hne.

Dingwall, 2 town mn the Highlands of Scotland.
was the scene of his birth on July 2, 1808, but he
was of Lowland stocks, his parents being both
natives of Aberdeenshire, and in his veins there
ran, by a lelt handed channel, the blood of Duncan
Forbes of Culloden. the ablest and finest character
produced by Scotland in the first half of the eigh-
teenth century. and the man who, as lord advocate,
did more than an}'hody else to defeat the Jacobite
rebellion of 1745 and frustrate this last calamitous
attempt Lo restore the Stuart dvnasty.

Alexander Simpson, the father of Thomas, by
hie second marnage to a namesake, Marv Simpson.
was the parish schoolmaster. a man of light and
leading in his community and a zealous Whig re-
former. PBut he died yvoung in 1821, when Thomas
was only thirteen, and left his widow and two sons
scantily provided for. Thomas Simpson was a deli-
cate child with a tendency to tuberculosis, which
prevented him from shanng much in the roogh
sports of his boyish companions and made him a
rlnrllz.‘ 'itndinu.-s lact .':Il\\‘i-l_\.‘!i at hls ‘7()0'\:5. He ot his
early education at the village school. where he ac-
quired some Latm and a good grounding in other
subjects. He came to be known in Dhingwall as “a
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lad of pélills,” and the decision was reached in the
family cirele that he should be traimed for the min-
istry. So with this end in view he entered King's
College in Aberdeen in the autumn of 1824 with
the aid of a small bursaryv., At this seat of learning
he spent tour vears, and he testified to its excellence
as an cducational mmstitution I a memorandum
which he compiled tn 1829 for the beneht ol a
friend who wanted information to assist in a de-
cision about the education of a vounger brother. He
lived on a very modest scale. and the careful record
of his expenses which he kept shows that they
amounted 1n successive vears to £28 94 €251 6
and £28 2 3, He was a very diligent student,
and umiversity lile not only stimulated his mental
powers bur wrought an immense improvement in
bus health and spints. At classics he did not distin-
guwish himsell, but 1n mathematies. which he took
during the second session, he outstripped all his
class. He also plaved a prominent part in the de-
bating society of the college and, although his
name betokened Lowland l'l(th’Cl]t‘ he was the re
cognized leader of the Highland partv of his class
In his last two vears he was the best student of his
vear in phwvsical sciences and ranked high in the
metaphysics class, and he crowned his university
career in the spring of 1828 by winning the "Hut-
tanian’’ prize, which was awarded for the greatest
all round prnfn iency in the branches of -ﬂurj\ COm-
prising the college curriculum. At the same time he
secured the degree of ""Master of Arts”
ready to lace the world and earn a hiving,
By this time he had abandoned the idea of enter-
ing the church because, as he explained in a letter,
]]l‘ l‘-'d |Jt\ t‘ll)[)l_‘(l ‘_{il[i(lrl"Ll" f‘hl'l[lt hl"‘ OWwWTmn re-
ligious qualifications and because he had a very im-
perfect command of Gaelic, a deficiency which left
him little prospect of obtaining a charge in the only

ill\{i was
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district where he had anyv influential friends. He
toyed with the idea of becoming a doctor. but the
medical course was much too expensive for the
family purse. However, he had in reserve the pos-
sibility of an alternative career which he had re-
jected some vears before. George Simpson. who
had recently before become local Governor of the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s territories, was the il-
legitimate son of Thomas Simpson’s uncle and was
deeply in debt to Thomas's mother for his early
education. Moreover she had persuaded her broth-
er, who was engaged in the West Indian trade in
London, to take the boy into his office, and there,
by his cleverness and plausibility and high spirits,
hL had attracted the notice of Mr. Andrew Colvile,

a brother-in-law of the Earl of Selkirk, who had
hcnt him out to America. There he revealed such
administrative capacity and business ability that
he rose rapidly and in 1821 was appointed resident
governor in North America. In 1825, during a visit
to Britain, he had come to see his aunt in Dingwall
and had been so struck l)} the abilities and gcncrul
character ot his cousin | homas, who had just com-
pleted his first yvear at Aberdeen. that he carnestly
prcﬁ-\(-d him to go to America as his secretary.

Thomas, however, declined the offer, but his
half-brother Aemilius went out in 1826 as superin-
tendent of the Hudson's Bay Company’s marine
department on the Pacific coast, and his full broth-
er Alexander followed later. So he had three rela-
tives in North America when the Governor sent
him a fresh invitation to join his staff in 1828, and
he accepted it. He left Ross-shire in January 1829
and. alter spending some weeks in Akerdeen, where
he attended divinity classes on the advice of a
friend, the Rev. Roderick Mackenzie of Knock-
bain., who suggested that it would be wise to do so
in case he found lite in Canada uncongenial and
wanted to return to Scotland and qualifv for the
ministry, and then, paying a visit to [London, he
satled rom Liverpool for New York on March 3,
1829.

He arrived at Lachine. near Montreal, which
was the ('om]nln}-"s ll(—-mlqllarlcrs in Fastern Can-

o
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ada, where he found his brother Alexander to
their mutual delight. But he only spent five days
there. as he was ordered to leave on April 30 with
the annual spring party bound for the Northwest
Territories. His first westward trip was not a pleas-
ant experience, for the three officers of the Com-
pany who travelled with him were reckless, intem-
perate men and indulged in frequent sprees on the
journey. On June I8, however, he arrived at Nor-
way House on Lake Winnipeg, where Governoer
Simpson was, and he at once took up the duties of
secretary and amanuensis {for his kinsman. He ac-
companied him on a tour through the southeastern
part of the Company’s territory. and at the end of
August was back at I.rxchlne.

In the spring of 1830 he was entrusted with the
leadership of the first western brigade and con-
ducted lus party, which was nearly a hundred
strong, to the head of l.ake Superior with expe-
dition and had less loss by desertion than usual.
There he handed it over to another and joined
Governor Stmpson, who had just brought back an
eighteen year old ! Scotch bride. Frances Simpson
ta cousin of Thomas!., and other ofhcers of the
Company. who were travelling in light cances.
Making gzood time along the inland waterways,
thev reached York Factory on Hudson Bay on
June 27th, and Simpson, who found it a very dis-
agrecable place on account of the mosquiloes in
summer and the harsh winter climate, was station-
ed there until February 1831, On the tenth of that
month he got his first L')\[JLY](‘HCL of winter travel
in Canada through a journey of seven hundred
miles which he had to make on snowshoes to the
Red River. He had two dog teams with him. but
never used the sleighs which they drew. In a letter
to his brother Alexander. he thus described the
journey:

"We travelled as fast as the dogs could follow.
which for the greater part of the way was about
thirty miles per day: the last two hundred miles |
accomplished in Aive days: my longest day on snow-
shoes was fifty miles. The whole distance is about

seven hundred miles, which occupied twenty days
marching besides six days we were obliged to
stop to rest our dof_'.s‘. at Oxford House,
Norway House and Behrens River.
For myself | never felt fa-
tigue, though | left two
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of my men companions completely knocked up on
the way, besides lﬂkingz fresh Indians at !.\"‘or\\uj,'
House.

“Winter travelling 1s a most healthy and streng-
thening exercise and gives one a most voracious
appetite. 'Good digestion walts on appetite and
health on both' and in your chamber dug into
the snow, a fence of brushwood on three sides, a
huge fire made of whole trees on the fourth; vour
bed a litter of pine branches spread on the frozen
s0il: your bedding a blanket and (sometimesi a
skin—the starry heavens your canopy —more
sound and refreshing sleep is enjoyed than waits
upon many a one sunk in cushions of down and
curtained with silk,”

At the Red River he remained five years, during
which he was the active manazer of the business of
the little colony which Lord Selkirk had planted
there twenty yvears before. “My occupations.” he
wrote, "have been very various; sccretary, elerk,
storeman. surveyor, etc.

Every vear, moreover, he made a trip to York
Factory which occupied four or five months and
provided a diversion in the monotony of existence
in the isolated little settlement. His letters wrnitten
at this time give a vivid picture of life in the colony.
which, by his account, had many of the features of
a rural Arcadia. Equally interesting are the pen
pictures which he draws of Governor Simpson and
other high officials of the Hudson's Bay Company.
For his kinsman he has little liking and pas-
ses very severe strictures upon his
conduct and methods. -

“"His Excellency’” he -
savs, muscalcu-
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lates when he expects to get more out of people by
sheer driving; it anly puts everyone in an ill hum-
our. . . . . Yes, manner, as the Governor has of-
ten told me, is half  more than half the battle; but
in that which he has so much vaunted he ought
himself to have sct the example. By assuming a
harsh manner towards me. he should have known

he who la_vs claim to so much tact and knoulmh‘_‘,e:
of human nature— that the necessary effect on a
voung and generous mind would be a reciprocal re-
pulsiveness, perhaps hatred: but | know his real
sentiments and forgive his apparent, though un-
necessary unkindness.

“I will not conceal from vou that, on a nearer
view of his character than I before had, | lost much
of that internal respect I entertained towards him.
Flis firminess and decision of mind are much 1m-
pared: both in great and small matters he has be-
come wavernng, capricious and changeable; 1n
houschold affairs (for he is his own butler and
housekeeper) the very cook says openly that he 1s
like a weathercock. He has grown painfully nervous
and crabbed, and 1s guilty of many little mean-
nesses al the table which are quite beneath a
gentleman and, | might add, are indicative of his
birth ™

He further complains that during his last stay at
the Red River the Governor was *"very much under
the influence of the clergy ™ and “*was at the beck of
every beggarly long-winded Scot who came with a

pitiful story to ask a pound of tea or to-
baceo.™

Then he gives in one letter a

racy description ol pro-

minent officers
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of the Company who had either been stationed at
the Red River or visited 1t during his sojourn.
Cameron. "Qur senior factor {(in the absence of
that silly drone. C. Robertsoni. an excellent and
upright Canadian Highlander:” Rowand. who was
chief factor on the Saskatchewan, “is an Eng-
lish-Canadian —-a generous. warm-hearted man,
brave as a lion. fiery as gunpowder and the most
skilful Indian trader we have;” Mackenzie is a
“well meaning, warm-hearted but passionate and
crabbed old Highlander:"” Todd is “‘a drv but good
jovial Irishman:” Miles, a chief trader, 15 "'a good-
hearted Englishman, very able at this desk but
eternallv grumbling and with a judgment no deep-
er than his inkstand.” His favourite companion.
hOh’(‘\’L‘r. ib IIh/lr. l"li—ll’gr:-l\'('. \-\.'])O lTlanﬂg(‘S lh('
stores—a good. able, deep thinking and deeply read
Scotchman from the banks of the Tweed.”” And he
has a good word te say for all the three resident
senior clerks, and particularly for the future Sir
James Douglas, whom Simpson characternizes as
“an honourable, determined fellow. much liked.”

On the last day of 1834 Alexander Simpson ar-
rived at the Red River trom Moose Factory, and
the two brolhcrs. who were devoted friends, had an
enjovable reunion. Thomas was particularly de-
lighted to see his brother because two dayvs pre-
viously he had been involved in a verv unpleasant
fracas. Serious triction had developed between the
half-breed populatiun of the settlement, which had
been growing steadily, and the whites and some of
the vounger half-breeds had become very muti-
nous and insolent. One du_v a youthful half-breed
when he was half drunk had entered Thomas Simp-
son's oflice and demanded a further advance on
his pay account, which was already overdrawn.
Simpson. who knew lim well, having had him as a
servant on some expedition. refused to give him
more money, and when the halt-breed became 1m-
pudent ordered him out of the ofhce. He refused to
go, and when Simpson procceded to eject him he
resisted and got the worst of the scuffle which en-
sued. coming off with a black eye and bloody nose.

When news of the affray spread abroad. the half-
breed community treated it as a class affront and
hecame very excited. Their leaders interviewed
Gieorge .C!lrnpﬁon_ who happvnvr{ to be on the spot
and demanded that his relative be publicly flogged
in punishment for his offence. The Governor ap-
parently temporized with them, and when they
became more menacing in their attitude he tried to
pacify them by giving them a barrel of rum and
some moneyv, and by promising to remove Thamas
Simpson from the settlement. The latter was ighly
lnr!ignanl' at this hur:znin_ and threatened to re-
sign 1f the Governor carried out his promise to the
half-breeds. So for ten davs the two brothers slept
l-Jg(‘Lllcr with arms b_\.' their sides and their door
barricaded. expecting to be attacked by the angry
half-breeds.

Nothing happened however, and on Jan. |1,
1835, Alexander Simpson parted from his brother.
whom he was never destined to meet ngain and set
out on snowshoes for hus long trek back to Moose
Factory. The half-breeds quieted down. but they
kept in their hearts bitter resentment against
Thomas Simpson. and to this hostility his brother
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always attributed his brother's death six years
later. Thomas Simpson staved on at the Red River.
and before the year 1835 ended he was entrusted
with the mission which gave him an henoured
place in the annals of Arctic exploration. i

After the British conquest of Canada in 1739,
the western wilderness known as 'the [ndian
country’’ was neglected for some vears, but ad-
venturous Britons took up the work of exploration.
and in 1771 Samuel Hearne, an officer of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, had the distinction of being
the first European to reach the shores of the Arctic
ocean. His first two attempts to reach it miscarried,
but the third was successful, and in July 1771 he
arrived at the mouth of the Coppermine river and
gazed upon the icy waters of the Arctic. But the
Hudson's Bav Company did not in those days en-
courage its servants to penetrate far inland, and it
was left to the servants of its great rival, the North-
West Company, who were keen upon extending
their sphere of trading influence. to do most of the
work of exploration in the last two decades of the
eighteenth century. Of these the most famous was
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, who in 1789 followed the
COLNITSC ()f 'l'l(' ri\'('r \\'}]l(h b(‘ﬂrs hllh' name to ;ts
mouth and some vears later successfully crossed
the Rockies to the Pacific ocean, a feat never belore
accomplished. Mackenzie, when he descended the
great river in 1789, had expected to reach the Pa-
cific ocean, and, alter he discovered the latter by
using another route, the quest for the passage be-
tween the Arctic and the Pacifie. which geogra-
pl'lurh said must exist, became the next p{ual of
evxplorers.

In 1819 the British government took a hand in
the game and organized a jomt land and sea ex-
pedition to survey the northern coast of Neorth
America; the land party was under the command
of lieutenant (later Sir John) Franklin and the
marine force under Lieutenant ‘later Sir Edward
l%ilrr}'v ]vl)iﬁ L'.‘\'I.)('(Jllion was ()nl_\' !)arllilll}' SUCCCss-
{ful, and hall of Franklin's party of twenty lost their
lives, but it managed to explore one hundred and
seventy miles of the coast line of the Arctic.

FFranklin undertook another expedition in 1824
and got to within one hundred and sixtv miles of
Point Barrow in northern Alaska. And between the
vears 829 and 1832 another expedition under Sir
_|u|\n Ross added qrcntly to the knowlcdgc of the
Arctic ocean without discovering the secret of what
had now come to be known as the Northwest Pas-
sage. Anxiety about Ross's protracted absence 1n-
duced the British government to contribute to the
L'.\'pg‘nﬁ(’s 0} a resclce ('.‘(l)(’('“tiﬁn \\]\;("h was Ilt‘ad(‘d
by ¢ aptain (later Sir George) Back, whoe had been
one of Franklin’s companions, and in 1836 Back
conducted another exploration in HL.M.S. Terror.

The agegregate result of these expeditions was
that frem a point one hundred and eighty miles
cast of the mouth of the Coppermine river the
coast line of the Arctic had been traced and ex-
plored to a point three hundred and f[orty miles
west of the mouth of the Mackenzie and one hun-
dred and sixty miles east of Point Barrow, north-
cast of the Behring Straits.

The British government was anxious that the
gap between the westerly limit of [Continued on Page63
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Survey engineers from the Geadetic Survey of Canada stranded an the mud Bats alf Yeadk
Factary at low tide, One of the members of the party enjave a sleep three milgy fram thare.

The Coast Line and
Islands of
Hudson Bay

By NOEL ). OGILVIE

International F‘t.'_aunddr-, Y TRE

&1, Lirector

Geodetic ':jul'u'r'J af Canada

FOR over three hundred
vears the dauntless spirit of
Henry Hudson has survived
the icy gales of the northern
sea which bears his name A
Tong line of successors—ship
captatns, {ur traders and ad-
venturers imbued with the
same deterrmination, the same
zeal for discovery—have added
little by little to the geograph-
ical knowledge and general in-
formation pertaining to the
Hudson Bav area.

In recent yvears the Geo-
detic Survey of Canada, De-
partment of the Interior. has
carried on considerable pre-
cise astronomical work on the
western coast In conneclion
with the establishment of
interprovincial boundarv ter-
minals and the charting of the
coastal waters adjacent to the
new port at Churchill.

In 1929-1931 a section of
coast line of about one hundred
and thirty miles 1n extent, con-

A Description of the Survey Work
Done by the Geodetic Survey of
Canada on the Shores of Hudson
Bay and Attendant Difficulties of
lce, Wind and Extensive Shoals.
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adjacent waters charted. The
control survey consisted of
fourth order triangulation
joining four precise astro-
nomical stations established
at intervals along the coast
by the Geodetic Survey of
Canada. As the nearest net of
primary triangulation was at
least six hundred miles [rom
Churchill, it was impossible
to base the local coast survey
ontheNorth Americandatum.

The boundary terminal
work was interesting and un-
usual, Special mention may
be made of the establishment
in 1930 of the 89th meridian
of longitude at the point
where it intersects the wes-
tern coast about one hundred
and sixty miles southeast of
Port Nelson. The northerly
l)oundau'y terminal between
the provinces of Ontario and
Manitoba was dehined by Act
of Parliament in 1912 as the
intersection ot the 89th mer-
idian of lonaitude with the
western coast of Hudson
Bay. Up to 1930 1ts position
had not been determined
with relation to adjacent
topographical [features, nor
had any preliminary survey
or lemporary demarcation
heen previously undertaken.

The Geodetic Survey party
entrusted with (,’ill'r).'ins‘g out
this undertaking was obliged
to travel from the railway by
canoe a distance of three hun-
dred miles down the Nelson
river and along the Hudson

stituting the approach to Port A scene typifving the difficulties of navigation in Hudsen Bay. The H B T Fart Severn

Churchill, was mapped and the

off Cape Churchill with wupplies far York Factary meels an ' ice field and the inevilable log
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Bay coast. The coastal district, for a considerable
distance on either side of the boundary terminal.
1s undeveloped territory, and as vet it is only occa-
stionally frequented, except by hunters and Indian
trappers. For transportalion to this place, extra
large freight canoes were used. Adequate capacity
was required for the transportation of the heavy
instrumental equipment, cement for concrete
plers. camp equipment and food supplies. as well
as for the pcrsonncl of the party.

As the canoes neared their objective in the
course of the voyage, the geographical longitude
became a matter of deep concern to the naviga-
tors. Due to the existence of shallow coastal water
in that neighbourhood. the shore line could only be
approached at high tide. The arrival of the party
at the geographical position estimated by dead
reckoning to be correct happened to coincide with
the time of low tide. Accordingly the cances were
beached on the mud flats three miles from shore,
and several hours were spent in waiting for the
return of the water.

As the chief of the party stood gazing intently
ashore, one of the Indian canoemen, who prided
himself on the keenness of his vision, desired to
know the object of his search. On being told that
the probable position of the 89th meridian of
longitude was under consideration, the Indian re-
plied that he would go and look for it if its ap-
pearance was described to him.

The following day in a shore camp a prelimin-
ary observation for position with a small four-
inch transit showed that the camp site was with-
in a mile of the 89th meridian. This {ortunate oc-
currence saved an additional move along the coast
before commencing precise astronomical obser-
vations. A suitable site for an observation station

Tap: Where the waorld leoks flat. Geodetic survey canoes en
route along the Hudson Bay coast stranded an the mud Hats
awailing the incoming ode. Below: The MNorthern limit of
Ointatio. Geodetic survey wonden bescon erected aver wub-
surfoce concrete pier marking the intersection of the 8%9ih
meridian ol longilude with the west cost of Hudson Bay:
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The Campany's hitane establishment of Yark Factory an the
Hayes niver. This phote, and that of the schoaner meeting
the ice, by W. E. Brawn, manager H B, Nelson River district

was selected on a gravel ridge near the high water
mark. A solid concrete pier, 12x12x60 inches, pro-
jecting thirty inches above the ground, was built
to act as a base for the astronomical transit and
also to cffectively perpetuate the position of the
point. Over the pier an observing tent was erected
and all the instrumental equipment set up.

A broken axis type of astronomical transit,
equipped with a travelling transit micrometer,
was used for observing the stars. The master
sidereal chronometer was kept in a well-padded
and heat insulated box resting on the ground.
The radio time signals were received by the aural
vernier method, using an auxiliary chronometer
rated to gain one second in fitty on mean time.
Short wave radio was used exclusively, and both
the Dominion observatory and the Washington
time signals were regularly observed. The chrono-
graph was of the portable weight driven tyvpe,
which has proved very satisfactory in the field.

Four independent determinations of longitude
were made on each of four different nights. About
twentyv-four stars were observed in each case.
including fve or six polars. For latitude, about
thirty-five pairs of stars were observed by Tal-
cott’'s method. The observations were, of course.
reduced in the held and the position of the pier
carefully determined from the mean of all the ob-
servations. T he small corrections to the observed
longitude, due to the errors in the transmission
of time signals, were not known and could not be
applied. A simple computation permitted the
establishment of the exact position of the 89th
meridian with relation to the observation pier.
The meridian was then run a few hundred feet
northward to intersect the shore line.

At the point of intersection, a concrete monu-
ment was built. This marker at the boundary ter-
minal was about 12x12x48 inches and was sunk in



THE BEAVER, June 1935

the ground almost
fAush with the sur-
face. Above 1t a
large wooden beacon
was built, A bronze
tablet bearing the
name of the Geo-
detic Survey of Can-
ada was embedded
in the upper sur-
face of both the ob-
servation pier and
the boundary ter-
minal monument.
By these methods
the position of this
important survey
mark will be per-
p(-tuatcd on the
ground indefnitely.
In addition to the
work of demarca-
tion, a survey of
the local topograph-
ical features
carried out in order
to make possible the easy identi-
iication of the boundary terminal,
either from the ground or from
aircraft in flight along the coast.
Both James and Hudson bayvs
contain a large number of scatter-
ed 1slands ranging 1n size from
small reefs to islands of filty miles
in length., The majority of these
islands are of so low an elevation
that it makes their location diffi-
cult or impuossible by triangulation
methods bec a lack of
intervisibility. In some cases
groups of several islands mayv be
connected by a small triangula-
tion scheme based on a local as-
tronomical datum. The Belcher
Island group in Hudson Bay has
already been surveved by this
method in conjunction with the
use of aerial photography. In the
majority of cases, however, cach
isolated island or reef requires the
establishment of an astronomical
station to determine its position.
Few people, even -in Canada,
have a cerrect conception of the
general nature of the coast lines
of James and Hudson bays. They
may be classified roughly into two
principal divisions. The east coast,
from Cape Digges on the north to
Rupert lIHouse at the south. may
be c¢haracterized in general as an
casily approachable rocky shore of
considerable elevation, with ad-
jacent waters of sufficient depth
for the navigation of medium sized
craft fairly elose to shore. Many
islands affording an abundance of

was

ause of

shelter are to be found close in-
shore. The remaining scction, ex-
tending along the south and west
of James Bay and along the west
of Hudson Bay as far as latitude
61, may be described as involving
great stretches of low swampy
shores, immense mud flats and
sand bars, extremely shallow water
within two miles of the high water
mark, dangerous shallow draught
entrances to the only available
harbours at the mouths of tribu-
tary rivers and a dearth of shel-
tering islands in the neighourhood
of the shore

One marked exception must be
noted— the section of coast in the
immediate neighbourhood of the
new port at Churchill. This sec-
tion 1s marked bv a rocky es-
carpment which rises one or two
hundred feet above the sea. The
walers a(lj:—u'onl to the coast at
this point are of sufhcient depth
to permit ocean-going vessels to
approach the shore. The entrance
to Churchill harbour is deep and
free of obstructions, giving ready
access to one of the finest har-
bours in Canada. On the west side
of the 15000 foot entrance to
Churchill harbour stand the ruins
of old Fort Prince of Wales.

Travel along the Hudson Bay
coast is usually conlined either to
coastwise ships and power cruisers
that keep fifteen or twenty miles
off shore in voyaging from point

to point, or clse to the use of
heavy freight canoces equipped
The Morthern Limit of Maniteba. Geadetic

with the

latitude

the Ath ;_:..,-.1"-.'| ot

wiest
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with out-board engines. These
canoes. of a special heavy con-
struction developed by the Hud-
son's Bay Company, are from
twenty to twenty-two feet in
length, with a carrying capacity of
from three-quarters to one and a
half tons. Being extremely sea-
worthv and easily handled, they
are well adapted for travel in this
district.

Travel by cance along the wes-
tern coast is seldom rmonotonous
or dull. It is recommended for
the brave rather than the fair. In
planning a trip. the condition of
the coast and the stage of the tide
must always be kept in mind. The
tide, at low water. leaves bare to
seaward 1n most sections from one
to three miles of boulder strewn
mud flats. The immediate shore
line 1s, in general, no more than
five or six feet above the high water
mark. In other places it is less.

The day’'s journey is usualiy
commenced by breaking camp at
dead of night. The hour of high
tide is zero hour; for onlv then
15 there sufhicient water to float the
canoes near shore. Heading straight
out to sea, the heavy canoces are
poled or paddled into relatively
deep water from two to five miles
off shore. where it 1s sale to start
the motors. It is customary then
to run on compass bearings paral-
leling the coast. By dawn the
voyageurs are often well on their
way. Even in daylight it may be
impossible to  |Continued on Page 66

survey manument marking the intersection of

Hudssn Bay above Churchill

coast of




By Canoe to the Bay—and Back

By WALLACE W. KIRELAND

Ten American Prep-School and College Youths, Most-
ly Very Young, with a Guide, Make a Strenuous Trip
from Norway House to York Factory and Return.

SH;\DI-S of former York boatmen loitering
around the old York boat which lay rotting in the
rushes at Norway House must have chuckled with
ghostly glee that day last June when our party
disembarked trom the tug Chickarmna. and an-
nounced cur mtention of paddling to York Fac-
tory on Hudson Bay for a summer holiday., They
must have prodded each other in spectral ribs as
they sized up the members of our group, ten In
number, prep-school and college vouths, all with
the pallor of city life still upon us, a pallor almost
as bloodless as that of the phantom audience.

We had come by train from Chicago, been out-
fitted by the Hudson's Bay Company at Winnipeg,
made the trip up Lake Winnipeg on the S.S.
Keenora, and then been brought from Warren's
LLanding to Norwav House by the Chickama.

There must have been many a ghostly smirk of
derision at the elaborateness ol our equipment.
Disembodied spirits of men who a hundred years
ago had started from this very spot for a trip to
the Bay. with no more equipment than a blanket,
a tea pail. a fish net and a frying pan. must have
rocked in spectral mirth at our air mattresses
flash lights. radio sets, cameras. light meters,

fishing tackle and aluminum cooking utensils. As
our list of supplies was checked over and loaded
into the canoes there must have been many an
item strange to the phantom audience. Qur bacon,
three hundred pounds of it. encased in gelatine
to keep it from moulding, must have created
some discussion. The fifty pounds of powdered
milk. dehvdrated onions and potatoes must also
have caused comment. A hundred pounds of but-
ter. and a hundred and fifty pounds of jam must
have scemed silly luxuries to the spirits of those
hardy old boatmen whose ration list included very
little else than pork, flour, tobacco and tea.

There must have been many a ghostly wager
made as to the probable outcome of our expedition.
Memories of past trips in the spring of the year
with the rivers in flood from the melted snow,
dangerous waterfalls hidden around innecent
bends. miles of white foaming water with jagged
rocks inches below the surface. all of these must
have made high the odds against us in the ghostly
betting.

The fears and apprehensions of the shades of
the York boatmen must have been passed on to
the living. because none of the Indians at Norway
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House wanted to go along as our guide, Weeks be-
fore our arrival Mr. George Collins, manager of
the Hudson's Bayv post, had arranged with Moses
Core, a famous old Indian guide, to go with us,
But Meses had not appeared. The excuse he sent
was that he had to accompany the Lrealy party on
their annual round of the inland reservations. He
had started for Norway House with all intentions
of being our guide, but, after one look at our party
as he approached the dock in his canee. had de-
cided that the money ecarned by twe weeks of
work with the treaty party, with the assurance of
returnming to his home intact, would be far better
i than the larger amount from two months of guid-
ing a wild bunch of greenhorns to Hudson Bay with the pros-
pect of scattering his sacred remains among the rocks and
eddies below ane of the numerous rapids.

It may have been intuition;: 1t may have been the whisper
of a ghostly warning: it may have been the man's own wis-
dom—""as wise as Moses”  whatever it was, Maoses relused to
zo, und there was only one other available Indian at Norway
House who had made the trip to York Factory, This was Jim
Bege, and he was already engaged to take a mining engineer
into the woods northeast of Oxford Lake.

Mr. Collins went inte conterence with Jim. At first he re-
fused point blank. But atter much |1c-rs|m(]1ng and after we
had promised that hie judgment would be supreme, and that
no member of the party \'-oulc! attempt 1o run any ra.pu:l
against his advice, he agreed to meet us at Robinson lake
alter he had 1aken the engineer to his destination.

S0 we leit Norway House without a guide but with awe-
plane maps of the first part of the journev, and these were
casy to follow We had four cances of the [reighter tvpe,
seventeen feet long rhc-‘. were too big to be handled |:n
paddles alone: so ane boy sat inn the middle and rowed. while
ane paddled stern and another ane bow.
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Jim Hesq

Left hand page, top: Rock Rapid: on
the MNelion. Centre: Litle Limestone
Rapids just belaw steel on  the
MNelion, Below: The H B C post at
Beren's River on Lake Winnipes.
Right hand puge, top rnight: Examin-
ing & white whale at Part Neélson,
Centre: Al the end of Painted Stone
ﬁ‘a!taqc Below: MNorway House, the

B C establischment at the head of
Lake Winnipes, where the cance ex-
pedilion began and where It ended.
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Tap: The boys af MNarway Howss p s theo
laloot, HHAC d

prd, dnd G C. M. Calling,
Centre: Sherman Fally

L man-

relum; wi

-Led

nang
Helo Inivaton beginning ol the
hrit panage of the tnp el Sea River Falls

The oars were Indian made of
spruce, and the oariocks were for-
med from a seetion of the trunk of
a spruce tree to which had been
lefr about four inches of & himb
This slab of trunk was screwed to
the gunwale, and the oar htred
inta the cratch made by the angle
of the limb where it joined the
trunk.

Although very crude in appear-
ance. this tyvpe of oarlock proved satsfactory. And when one
broke. or wore away lrom usage with an axe it could easily be
rupluu-«.l lrom any convenient spruce tree,

The handles of the oars were whittled down te bt therr
owner's hands, and each pair took on a personality of then
own. [ he rower soon became acquanted with every bump and
nidge on the patr of oars he was handling. As one sat rowing for
hours at a streteh, day alter day, he became very much at-
tached to lll::ln. Tln:_\- =O0n lrm.dnll: a jaart ('_)|. |lilT|.'~v”. an ovx-
tension of his own nrms

There were at first, of course, the bhisters. Some developed
after the first hour of rowing, some atter the first day; but they
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soon gave wav to callouses. And once the hands
were hardened the rowing became a vigorous sort
of pleasure. In the beginning the oars wore into
the palms of our hands, but later our hands began
to wear away the handles of the oars, and had the
1rip lasted much longc-r, we should have been
obliged to get new oars.

It was June 30th when we left Narway House.
We went down the Nelson to the High Rock: then
up the Echimamish, over the height of land at the
Painted Stone portage:; then down the Haves, the
Hungry, the God’'s and Shamattawa rivers to
York Factory. We returned by way of the Nelson
to the Hudson Bay railrocad at Mile 352, then
went ‘y\' train to Mile 185, There we put into
Landing Lake. passed through Sipiwesk and Cross
lakes. then back up the Nelson to Norway House,
arnving there on August 13. The round trip took
us forty-four duays.

Among the outstanding events of the trip the
first night takes its place. It was mid-afterncon
when we pulled away [rom Norway House, and we
t'amp«-d (‘EIT]_\' to get our cquipn’u:nt and curselves
organized. It had been threateming rain. and the
rain beat us to the camp site. a wooded island at
the upper end of Plavgreen lake. The mosquitoes,
too, got there ahead of us. They were more numer-
ous than the rain drops, and much more annoying.
It was June. and June “‘north of fifty-three™ in a
wel vear. The moist conditions had been ideal for
the incubation of all the mosquito eggs that had
been laid. It was also the year of the Canadian
quintuplets, and the mosquito birth-rate seemed
to have been dehnitely affected by this greatly
heralded event — perhaps affected by the billions
of radioc waves which had been ﬁ“ing the ether
telling of the progress of the “"famous five.”” And
they were not passive mosquitoes cither. They
were fighters, every one of them. Their song was a
battle cry, and they were urged on by a vicious
mob psychology. And we were the victims—fresh,
tender, white meat from the cil_\'; an offcring from
the gods; theirs for the taking. And how those mos-
quitoes took 1t !

Then and there we decided that on all future
canoe cruises into the country ‘‘north of fifty-
three”” we would wait till the mosquitoes had had
their day,. laid their eggs, and departed to other
hunting grounds.

Our first portage was around Sea River falls. It
was just a lift-over, but, as we struggled with the
heavy canoes and toted the bags and boxes of pro-
visions. we got a taste of what lay ahead of us on
the longer portages nearer God's lake.

There is one point about canoe cruising which
has always been a problem to me. At the start of a
long trip the members of the party are weak, their
muscles are soft and the loads are llcnvv As the
trip progresses the crew become stronger. but food
1s consumed and the loads become lighter. By the
end of the trip. when the fellows are strongest,
there 1s nothing left to carry.

We gol some excellent \\':1“-(:_\"(‘(1 pikc flshin\; in
the fast water below Sea River falls., and that
might had one of our favourite meals. fish chowder

At the portage into Robinson lake, where we
were to meet our guide, we were overtaken by a
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party of Hudson's Bay {reighters packing over six
tons of supplics to the post on God's lake. We
spent the mornming watching these men portage
their staff across the mile-long portage. The loads
thev carried made us feel like pikers. We thought
our canocs hca\'}" and two ol us laboured to get
one of them across the portages. |hese cances of
the Indians were larger, they had been in use long-
er and were watersoaked. It took two men to get
the boat up on the shoulders of the one who was to
carry it; but once it was up he would start off at a
dog trot. and keep this up to the end of the portage.

Many of these men were small, weighing not
over a hundred and forty, yet the loads they car
ried were often two hundred ];oun(l-'w And llu-_v
went at the work terociously. From the moment
their canoe hit the shore till the last bundle, box or
bale was across the portage, there was ceaseless
acti\'it_v. Th(‘y tackled each picce as I’houl__;h 1t were
an animate object, something they had to battle
with. They reminded us of ants whose nest had
been broken into rusllinu to salety, cach ¢ arryving
a large white larvae bigger than itself.

Jim Begg met us on schedule. and after he
joined us the tempo of our travelling speeded up.
The canoe he was in, whether he was rowing or
steering, was Lllwa_\a. in the lead. On the sixteenth
day after leaving Norway House we reached the
Hudson's Bay post on God's lake narrows. As our
canoes raced across the lake towards the white
buildings, the Company flag was run up and waved
us a friendly greeting. Mr. Barton, the manager of
the post. and his wife came down to the dock to
meet us, and soon we were In the store donlg some
trading. Not trading with furs for guns and knives
but with cans of butter for chocolate bars, cookies,
and Indian moccasins.

In outhtting for the trip we had bought the cus-
tomnr_v ten-inch leather camping boot. the kind
we had always used in the woods. But in this
country we found everyone, white man and Indian,
wearing nl()((d\ln\ over which were pulled a pair of
Ordll\ﬂr_\ rllbb( rs. \Vl]ell in Ronl(‘, wear w lldl lll(_!
Roemans wear™ 1s a pretty good rule to follow.
People who spend all of their lives in a certain
region know better than outsiders what is best to
wear in that r(‘gion. We found that our boots were
shippery on the moss covered rocks:; we often went
over them in the muskeg on the portages; and they
werce heavy for the ]ong stretches in the canoe.
Moccasins with rubbers made surer footing; they
were 1nexpensive, and one could carry two or
three pairs in his pack. When they became wet he
could change them as easily as he did socks. and
in the canoe he could slip off the rubbers and his
feet would be as comfortable as though they were
in bedroom slippers.

Most of the porluqing was done before rv;ulling
Cod’s lake. When we crossed the lake the real river
work of the trip began. There was over a hundred
miles of rapids. and Jim, our guide, had never been
down this river before. On his other trip to York
I'“aclor_v he had tollowed the old York boat route,
which was by way of Oxford lake. We were for-
tunate to find a trapper on God's lake. Carl She
man, whose trapping grounds were along God's
river. He offered to gzo with us through the first
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Tep. The parky ot Cross Lake with J. Dentan, H B C poit manager,
and his neice, Centre: Waiting for the tide on the endless
sandds of the Hayes river, and getting wdrmth' from the fire
during the twelve-hour wait, Below: Catching the evening meal
snd, oppoitite page, 4 close-up of the meal before cooking

eighty miles of rapids in which were the most
dangerous parts

We stopped to "boil the kettle’” at the falls
where the river leaves the lake, and there we gaot
our first glimpse of a rainbow trout. It was only
a ghimpse, however, because the boy who caught
him let him slide through his fingers, and all the
fish left was the memory of a brilliant orange
coloured flash.

That night we camped above Trout Falls, and
within half an hour had landed twenty of the beau-
tiful fish. All the way down God's river we found
them. even after it had connected with the Sha-
mattawa river. And they were not particular as to
bait. Uneducated in the ways of modern lures, they struck at
anyvthing shiny that moved. Most of them were caught on
ordinary spoon hooks cast in the swift water bhelow the falls.

We believe that no finer rainbow trout fishing exists any-
where in the north country than that found on the God's
river.

The rapids were always a source of thrill and excitement.
With expert canoemen leading the way. the other canoes fol-
lowing in single file. we negotiated all of them without a
single mishap. There were many places where they couldn't
be run. There we portaged or roped down. But most of them
were navigable and. aided by the fast current of the rivers,
we made excellent time. Late in the afterncon of July 26th.
eight days after leaving God's lake. we arrived at York
Factory.

And the arnval there was a big surprise. Our maps of that
section were twelve miles to the inch. and 1t was difhcult to
tell with so small a scale just where we were at any particular
time. The map showed the junction of the Hayes with the
Shamattawa to be sixty miles above the Bay. We kept
looking for this as a point of orientation. According to the
map, the Hayes was shown as a much larger river than the
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onc we¢ wore lravc”ing on; so when on the alter-
noon ol the 23th we passed a river hall 1ts size, we
didn’t think 1t was the Hayves. We were still laok-
llig IUr 1t \\}I(.l\ woe l‘.)llil(]( (1 a })Ul]ll l.lll([ =l W l]l(‘ ﬂdg
pol(- of the Hudson's Bay post at York Factory

[here were hundreds of Indians there getting
supplies lor their winter trapping. As our four
canoves came down the river, l.l'u:'_\ ran a.lun';‘, the
bank lar above pointing and shouting, When we
reached the landing thev were all there and they
made quite a sizable reception committee.

Mr. Moore, the post managzer. was there too,
and he offered us the use of a store room for our
equipment, and one of the houses for ocurselves.
He also invited us to supper in his own quarters:
and another surprise awaited us when we sat down.
On the table among the cookies, CEgR, and other
delicacies. which Mr Moore knew from past ex-
perience would be welcomed by a party just out of
tl'l(' \\'Oodﬁ. wWas a b()\\"l Of Orang‘tﬂ. Sllnki.‘i‘.scd (l’on'\
Califorma. And this was on a dining rocom table
a1t York Factory on Hudson Bay!

The acvmmgl\ impossible was explained by the
fact that the Company’s schooner had just made
s yearl_v trip to the post, and among 1ts cargo ol
Hour. bacon, sugar. jam. ecte.. it had brought a
crate of oranges for the post manager, These were
what he was sharing with us.

York Factory had been our goal. In all of our
thinking our trip had ended there We knew, of
course, that when we had reached the Bay there
would be the return journey, but we hadn’t given
1t verv much thought. The hovering ghosts of the
ancient boatmen must have smiled once more at
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aur r]ai\.'Cll". [ ]\L?_\' must I]h\'(_' Sllu(l(l('r('(;l ln tIIC C(’ld
wind blowing trom the Bay when they recalled the
long swilt stretches of river to be tracked up.”
The shelves of the (._ump':my ~store, too. imtimated
that there might be work ahead of us. On one of
them was a dozen coils of tracking line. a specially
woven linen cord a hundred vards long. We pur-
chased one for each canoe

York Pactory is sitwated on the bank ol the
Hayes river about five miles in from the Bay A
narrow strip of land separates this river from the
Nelson. There 1s a sixteen foot tide on Hudson
Bay. and to get up the Nelson from the Haves by
canoe, one has to go out into the Bay with the ebb
tide, cross over to the Nelson and be carried up 1t
with the incoming Ildr-

The problem was in knowing just when to leave
York Fatlorg to meet the new tide. We leit at
tour-thirty in the morning and were half an hour
too late. Before we had gotten far cnough aut Lo
croge over, the tide changed and we were carried
back up the Haves, there to wait for twelve hours
till the next change of tide. 1t was midmght before
we rounded the point and made a landing on the
Nelson niver.
l'he tide carned us up stream aboutl sixteen
miles, but from there on ull we reached the rail-
road, the current was too swilt and we had o
“track.” This meant tyving one end of the tracking
line to a point a third ol the way back on the
canoe and walking along the shore and toewing it
It was very much the wav a mule tows a baree
;-.Llong a canal, but we were not as fortunate as the
mule, because on the Nelson

Continued on page 66
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The Eskimo Dogs of the Eastern Arctic

By 5. HADWEN, DV .S, FRE.C

Ointaria Kesedarcn Foundation

The First of Two Articles on the Eskimo Dog by Dr. Hadwen,
Parasitologist of the Ontario Research Foundation. Last Year
Dr. Hadwen Was in the Eastern Arctic and Has Had Previous
Experience with Dogs in the Western Arctic and in Alaska.

DL'RIN(} the summer of 1934 was my good
fortune to be invited by the Dominion Depart-
ment of Interior to accompany the Fastern Arctic
patrol. Visits were paid to a number of trading
posts in James Bay, Hudson Bay. Hud-mn Straits,
and as [ar north as C raig Harbour in Ellesmere
Island. which made it possible to study the con-
dition of FEskimo dogs in various parts of this area

This article 1s intended as complementary to a
paper written i 1928 on the northern dogs of
western Canada and Alaska. As was stated at that
time Eskimo dogs, considered as a breed, are most
valuable animals since they turnish the only means
of land transportation in the Arctic regions. lt s
pointed out also that there is a great lack of uni-
formity throughout Canada in methods of driving
and harnessing. differences in types of sleds. in
feeding and other matters which are of importance
to working dogs. Diseases and parasites vary from
one part of the country to another, and studies
hitherto made on these qut-slions have been frag:~
mentary and lacking in continuity. | wish to go on
record. therefore, as suggesting that a young man
of the right type and training be appointed by the
government to make a stud‘. of working dogs and
to experiment with them in order to demonstrate

to both whites and natives useful improvements
which have been tested out 1n the held.

In the pages which follow, pains have been
taken to treat in an tmpartial way the points under
discussion, always bearing in mind the risk there 1s
in suggesting anvthing to upset some native habit
which may appear unsound but which has gener-
ally been adopted through a long process of trial
and error. Take, for instance, the run—:\l'x.lpcd hitch
which undoubtedly causes loss 1n pulling power.
One argument put forward m 1ts favour 1s thatif a
bear 1s encountered the driver can cut the dox;s
loose very rapidly, whereas if they were hitched 1n
the western fashion they could not be given their
il'ldi‘/‘idl]al trl:'("d()lll a0 qulckl_\’ Th'ﬁ ﬂd\'alllagc
in the fan-shaped hitch may not be of much im-
portance. but it serves to illustrate the peint of
this discussion. Certain facts and prln(‘lplct such
as sanitation, treatments for disease, mechanical
laws. ete.. apply in all countries, and these may be
discussed and recommendations made with safct_\‘.

Although this article refers prinaipally to dogs
in the far North, many of the points apply to dog
driving in Quebec and Ontario, where, if a census
were taken, it would be found that a surprising
number of dogs are used for work.
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The Eskimo Dog— [t is generally accepted that the Eskimo dog is descended
from the wolf. The reasons for this belief are based prineipally on the fact that
the eyes are set obliquely in the head and that the dog does not bark but howls
hke a wolf. When fighting occurs, it is of the snapping. wolfish type. and there is
a definite herding or pack instinct in the breed.

Some years ago, following a study of these animals, it was believed that the
Siberian dog should be introduced into the Canadian Arctic for use in rapid
travel because these dogs are much swifter than the Eskimo. Now that the
Eskimo has been observed i his own country. however, it is realized how im-
possible it would be to keep the two strains separate. Wherever the Eskimo dog
comes into contact with the white man's dog. diseases and parasites are con-
tracted and the animal suffers. On this account the writer would like to see a
total embargo placed against the importation of foreign dogs into the North,

The Fskimo dog 1s not intended for speed. He is too squarely built, having a
rather short neck and very little curve 1n his flank. He is generally submissive
and has a great fear of the whip. In handling the old dogs which have been driven
it will be noticed that thev erouch and eringe when handled. but when they real-
ize that they are being touched in a friendly wav they are glad to be petted, and.
generally speaking, are a playtul breed of dogs.

The most primitive, and probably the best type to breed from, 1s the greyish
white animal which has very much the colouration of the white bear. He has
black eves and nose, and the tips of some of his hairs are black. This type occurs
in the western Arctic also, though 1t 1s not so large as the eastern form. In the
writer's estimation the best proof that the Eskimo breed 1s a pure strain 1s
shown in the great uniformity there 1s in conformation. Thirty mature dogs,
representing the average sled dog of the ecastern Arctic, were measured atl five
different stations. The differences in the various measurements are very slight.
and it 15 believed that it would be impossible to get so much uniformity in any
of the pure bred strains of dogs in civilized countries. In this regard the [s-
kimo dog resembles most wild amimals which show great unitormity in size.
if comparison is made between animals of the same sex and age.

The standard which follows and the table gives a general idea of the Es-
kimo dog. His good qualities and faults are enumerated. *

Standard for the Eskimo Dog—The standard set in 1928 for western Arctic
dogs is still adhered to in the main. It is gratifying to find that there are but
slight differences between the western and eastern dogs. Measurements of vari-
ous parts of the antmals are given which add more prcris;on to the standard.
Chest

General Appearance— Ol moderate  size, Deep and long, well muscled.

strongly built, covered with thick fur [ags snd Mindiunriars—ust bepoliie and

muscular and have _l.'.L)U{I ‘-‘Uh(?. !lu:
width of the thigh should Le carried
well dowa to the hock.

Veaice—Mowls: does not bark.
Head — Wolt head.

Muzzle  Fairly pemted. L
Feet ,\curll\ round, toes wc" archcd. the

hind feet a little longer than the front:
pads close lugclhcr and well furred be
Luwwerery,

Lips— Tight to jaws.

Teeth- Cood and level.

Eyves  Generally dark: placed obliquely in
the head which gives the dog an un Tal
trustworthy appearance, though this is
_\;c]]cru[l}' ovyer rll'cfj c‘“r.ll

Hawry and thick. carrnied well over the
El:lrk,

[Tense, thick and
crect; to the Louch
1t must be hard and
stiff hke a brush;
the undercoat must

be thick

Ears— Small, erect, the ends rounded, cover-
ed with dense short hair

Neck—51trong and arched
Shaulders—Ohbligue.

Colour—>5ilver, grey, often a grevish white; black with light grey or buft
markings on the chest and under parts; commonly a black mask on
face, light spots over eyes: weight for dogs 70 to 100 pounds

Secale of Points  CGeneral appearance, 20: head, 5; teeth, 5; bady, 15; legs,
10}; feet, 20; coat, 20; colour, 5; total, 100,

Faults- Head: square muzzle or loase lips.

Neck: Straight, not arched.

Rady: Not symmetrical, ragged hips, loose loin, narrow chest

Legs: Weak or cow-hacked.

Feet- Flat or open.

Coatl: Poor or open.

*NOTE— The writer has suggested 19120 thar, with circumpalar ammals such an rein-
deer, sexual psolaton and habatat play anmportant part in the development of jocal races
e also puts forward evidence to show that there = o proper siz2e and weight for animals in
& given Incality,

i
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s so0d strong old fashioned Eskimo dogs.
ods dre woed and full of charecter and
ond phoulders are excellent. The skin of
-:nc! eyelids 15 black and tome aof the
poso Black tips. This type af colouration
the latitudes and resembles that of
I, ploxes and ather arctic animals, The
ab ! thete dogs should be encouraged.
evils of the Narth— gaunt, fearless and
ut poorly built, hungry, starved dogs
llipg power. In spite of 4l this it s
he, most inleresting dog plctures ever
rom the Narth. Lefl page: A geed strong
su from Craig Harbour, Baffin Land. Kight
¢ Siberian dogs ghotogrephed at Unalak-
-.1,‘1991 Pight: Walt cross, Ruby, Alaska
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MEASUREMENTS OF DOGS IN FASTERN ARCTIC

G Ll.’ni:lh!lcxirt}'l! Shoul- | Hip  Stifle Fore.  Tail  Width of Forehead Weight

der arm Between Liars ‘Approx '
Ins. | Ins. Ins. Ins. Ins Ins. Ins. Ins. Lbs
Male 42 | 29 23 | 24 I3 7 14 75
424 30 25 | 26 71 14 94 75
a2 |30 | 25 26 15 70 | 12 51 80
40 304 22 23 12 7 12 60
44 30 | 244 | 23 12 7 121 70
45 31 25 25 124 71 124 85
43y | 301 | 25 261 | 13 7 12 b 75
41t 04 25 254 12} 71 13} [ 65
48k | 321 28 28 14 8L 15 6 a5
44 29 25 25 12} 74 134 51 65
a1 33 26 27 12 9 It § 75
48 261 24 24 12 A I3 53 70
49 0 25 25 12 7 15 € &0
47 o] (&) 70
41 291 2 24 11} 7114 5 75
4l W | 24 | 121 8 14 1
40 3l 76 1t 74 | 13 , 90
45 294 27 2F 11 7 13 4! 65
46 i3 27 27 14 e} 134§ 6 1060
44 3y | 27 27 | 14 BL | 14 0 100
Averayge 44 |30 25 25 | 13 o] 13 (5} i7
| { |
[ns Ins Ins Ins Ins Ins | Ins | 1 he
Female 41 29 23 23 12 o0, 10 55
9 23 2323 o 6 | 11y| 35
42 6 | 24 24 e SIEE 50
hfs B 28 23 | 24 114 7 13 6l
42 26 210 (220 | 1 7 12 75
i7 274 22 23 10 74 10 3}
|y | 27| 23 | 23 i 7 | 2 70
40 i) L 7 I fo{¥]
424 28 25 25 13 7 124 75
Average 40 | 27 | 23 24 | 7 Iz 3 61

Foods and Feeding —In the eastern Arctic along Baflin Straits and north-
ward the doga subsist almost entirely on walrus, bL'dl, and white whale meat.
The mt_ll:od In vogue at rnost of the places visited 1s to store up meat during
the sprmg and summer in large solid vats. where it undergoes considerable
[)ulrt.ldLUOn. At some of the Hudson's de (- ompany posts the practice 1s to
cover the meat with seal oil. and this keeps down the maggots which would
consume it in mild weather. Mr. A. Copland states that the maggots appear
to be unable to attack meat under a laver of oil, but may be seen actively
working on any portions which project above the liquid. Seal meat is, of
course. often fed in the fresh state, but the fact remains that the dogs are
given great quantities of tainted or half rotten meat. However, one must
admit that they do not appear to suffer anv ill effects, in fact they thrive on
it. How to prevent all this putrefaction is a problem which has not yet been
solved. The most obvious method of keeping the meat would be in ice houses,
and the writer believes that some attempt should be made to alter the present
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lap nght power at Pond's Inlet on Bafin Land. Lelt top
Eve ipats which are charectzristic of the breed. Middle: Very
fine eld daa from Pavguirtung, Ballin Land MNote enormous
bBieuth. Lower: A young d;_ﬂ_} trom r__r-:IQ Harbaur Hd“‘n L<5J1d.

the writer's estimation. as old fashioned as the
ideas which were once held about watering and
feeding of race horses,

It appears to be a common practice to give food
cvery second day on a trip, and to let the dogs
starve for a day or two at the end ol a journey.
At several stops it was learned that the dogs were
not being fed regularly, and that they were scaven-
ging for a living. At one place it was said that the
dogs were catching enough trout in a river to keep

themselves. but it is only fair to state that they looked
healthy and well. In one or two other places the dogs were
thin and hungrv looking. The writer’'s own opinion is that
dogs should be fed once a day, and that a good rule 16 fol-
low when a dog is idle is to give him half the amount of
food he gets when at work. The food should be given after
work 1s over for the day. Walrus meat is behieved by the
dog men to be the strongest food for dogs, and is thought
superior to seal or white whale meat.

Care of Dogs — It 1s apparent that the Eskimo regards
his dogs mainly as useful animals. He does not seem to
take as much pride 1in his team as the Indian or trapper in
the wooded areas, or else he would show it by ornamenting
the harness and sled. Racing also appears to bLe little

methods, even it the only apparent benefit is the
lessening of smells and a reduction in the number
of blow Hies. The average feed for a team of hlteen
dogs 1s a {ilty-pound seal. Occasionally other foods
are given. such as cornmeal, catmeal and lard. and
sometimes fish, but these foods are not fed regu-
larlv. The cereal in the above list to which strong-
est objection s raised is corn meal, as this 15 a
starchv fattening food. 1t has been largely used by
dog men in other parts ol Canada, and in some dis-
tricts rice 1s also fed. Rolled oats or catmeal,
though not ideal foods. are much better suited to
dogs than either corn or rice.

Most of the dog men who were interviewed ap-
pear to believe 1 intermittent feeding of dogs.
Thev think that a dog is not as active when he has
been fed as he is in a hungry state. This idea 1s, 1n

thought of, and some encouragement in this di-
rection might be a good thing.

As regards the care of the dogs themselves, the
thought of grooming them or preparing them for
the winter's work does not appear to have been
considered. When the animals are shedding their
coats at least it would be beneficial to curry them
a little. The dogs moult in August or September.
A few preliminary runs with an in¢rease in food
would also be good before hard work starts. Per-
haps in the case of the Eskimo this preparation is
not so necessary if, as stated elsewhere, he drives
in a more or less leisurely fashion from one camp
to another, but on long arduous trips htness and
stamina are of importance.

Raising Puppies— It goes without sayving that
the best brood bitches should be selected for breed-
ing purposes. | he ideal way of raising puppies is

as fellows: |Continued an Page 6t
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John Rowand
Chief Factor

By

ROSS MITCHELL, M.D.
Winnipes

Rowand, ex-Nor'wester, Was a Member of Sir George Simpson's
First Council and Built''The Big House'' at Fort Edmonton During
His Thirty-One Years at That Post. He Accompanied Sir George
on a Portion of His World Tour of 1841, It Was of Rowand

That Father Lacombe Wrote,"

WIL N George Simpson became Governor in
821 of the new Hudson's Bay Campany resulting
from the union of the old Hudson's Bay Company
and the North-West Company. he faced a most
dithcult task. The virtual ruin of the fur trade
brought about by the bitter struggle between the
two rivals, the clash ol personal interests, and his
own comparative voulh and inexperience of the
country would have caused a less ahlc, a less reso-
lute and a less tactful man to throw up the position
in desparr. How he built up the trade and extended
the interests ot the Company, reconciled subord:-
nates. and made his personal influence so felt that
he became known as “The Emperor’” are matters
of history

Ah! He Was a Grand Little Man."

One of the reasons for his success was the loval
suppart given him by the twenty-hive chiel faciors
and twenty-eight chiel traders chosen [rom both
ol the old companies who brought to his councils
an unequalled knowledge of all things pertaining to
trade in their own district. These ﬁlly-lhrcc men
formed a group whe for Atness for the work in hand
could not be surpassed. They included such men as
Colin Rol’u:rl:-nl'l, the friend of the Red River cola-
nists; Dr. John Mcl.oughlin, “the father of Ore-
gon: John Stuart. who. as Licutenant ol Simon
Fraser, made the dangerous and dithcult journey ot
exploration of the Fraser niver from its source in
Stuart's lake to a lew miles from its entrance into
the Pacihic Ocean; Donald McKenzie and Alex-
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ander Christie. both of whom became governors of
Assinibola; James Leith. who bequeathed £ 12.000
to be expended for the benefit of the Indian mis-
sions of Rupert’s Land: William Connolly, the
father-in-law of Sir James Douglas and Peter
Warren Dease, who with Thomas Simpson headed
an exploring party in 1837 which made valuable
additions to the knowledge of the Arctic coast line.

Despite the eminence of these men, no member
of his first council seems to have awakened warmer
teelings in the heart of the Governor than John
Rowand. Time and agaimn Sir George Simpson
speaks of Rowand in terms of deep affection, an
affection Inspired by a friendship of thirty-three
Vears

John Rowand was born in 1787, his father being
“old” Dr. Rowand of Montreal to distinguish him
from his grandson, Dr. Alexander Rowand ol
Quebee. Through the kindness of @ member of the
Rowand !dlui]).‘. the writer has been able to peruse
a manuscnpt volume of medical notes bearing on
the Ay-leal the words, "' John Rowand, 1781."" and
containing references to Protessor Monro of Edin-
burgh. As a leading resident of Montreal 1t 1s not
sUrpnsing that the doctor was able to secure a
position for his son with the North-West Company
about 1800. John MecDonald of Garth, in his auto
biography, mentions Rowand as his clerk in 1802,
He served as a clerk at Fort des Prairies (Zdmon-
ton) in 1804, In [806 he was a clerk in the lower
Red River district, and in 1808 he was stationed at
F.dmonton House on a site within the present city
of that name. In 1816 he was at Bas de la Riviere
iIFort Alexander) at the mouth of the \X-’innip(-g
nver. On the union of the North-West Company
with the Hudson's Bay Company. Rowand was
made a chiefl trader and appointed to the Saskat-
chewan Department.

In 1822-23 he was placed in charge of a hunting
expedition to the south branch of the Saskatche
wan. and during part of the time accompanied
Chief Factor Donald Mackenzie. who was simul-
tancously entrusted with the Bow River expedition
into the heart of the Blackfeet country. It was
probably on this trip that he gained the respect
and even the {riendship of the tribes of the warlike
Blackfeet contederacy.

Rowand took up his quarters at Fort F.dmonton
in 1823 as head of the Saskatchewan district and
remained in charge of it until his death, except for
the vear 1847-48, when he availed himself of his
rotation of furlough. He became a chiel factor in
1826 and a councillor of Rupert’'s Land in 1839,

In 184] Rowand was a member of Sir George
Simpson's party on a part of the famous trip
around the world. How important a member he
was may be judged by the extract from Sir George's
“Narrative of a Journey Round the World™: ""As
my new road was to lie through the country of the
Blackteet Indians, I was happy to obtain for the
whole way (from the Red river) to Fort Vancouver,
the escort of Mr. Rowand, who, having been in
charge of the Saskatchewan for many vears, had
great influence among the tribes of the prairies
With that gentleman’s aid, and a well-appointed
party of eightecn or twenty men in all, we had but
little to fear from any Indians that we could meet.™
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Rowand travelled with the party from Fort Garry
to the Pacific C oast. then to the Sandwich Islands
and back to Edmonton.

One of the other members of Sir George Simp-
son's party, who served as medical ofhcer during
the two vears of the trip was Alexander Rowand,
M.D.. the second son of the chief factor. Alexander
Rowand had lived for a time at Lachine as a ward
of the Governor., who took a keen interest in his
education. He had just eraduated in medicine from
Edinburgh University when he joined Sir George's
party. On his return from the trnp he did post-
graduate work in London and Paris, then set up
practice in Montreal. In 1847 he moved to Quebec,
where he became a partner of the famed Dr. James
Douglas and port medical officer. He died in 18589,
leaving a reputation for a remarkably kind and
svimpathetic disposition toward the poor and suf-
fering.

The eldest son of John Rowand was John Row-
and. junior, born 8th February 1812, who joined
the Hudson's Bay Company in 1833 as a post mas-
ter. FHe served at Rocky Mountain House, Fort
Garry, and Fort Assiniboine. becoming clerk in
[838. In |84] he was in charge of Fort Pitt. in 1842
of Cumberland House, then was reappointed to
Fort Pitt in June 1843, He was promoted to the
rank of chief trader in 1850, On retiring from the
service 1n 1856, he resided near Sturgeon Creek,
west of Fort Garry, “in a pretty white wood house
picked out with green.” Dr. Cheadle, on his tnip
westward, called on August 23rd, 1862, to see Mr.
Rowand. who was suffering with dropsy. and
writes in his journal with approval of the house and
garden: hest place we have seen at Red River
Settlement.” He died on 13th March, 1865, and
his gravestone may be seen in St. Boniface Cathe-
dral churchyard.

The daughters of John Rowand were Anne, who
became the second wife of Chief Factor John Fd-
ward Harriott. Adelaide, Margaret and Sophia

Fort Edmonton, where John Rowand held swayv
tor Afty vears. was the most important and im-
posing establishment in the Saskatchewan district
Situated on a perpendicular ¢hiff about two hun-
dred teet above the North Saskatchewan. it was
hexagonal in shape. and its high pickets. bastions
Aagstaffs and battlemented gatewavs gave it a
martial appearance. In addition to trading, the
building of York boats and making of pemmican
were carried on at this fert, and coal obtained from
the banks of the Saskatchewan was used in the
blacksmith's forge. Ad)oining the fort was a large
and successful farm where wheat. barley and vege-
tables were raised in abundance. Alexander Ross
who visited the fort in 1825, noted with approval a
hne level race-ground of two miles in lenzth close
to the tort, and was privileged to ride round it on a
spirited chestnut sixteen hands high. the property
of Mr. Rowand. who was fond of riding and racing.
Ross pays tribute to the fine horses in Rowand's
stud. and also to the general good order of the
establishment. )

r’aul’ Kane, the artist, spent the winter of 1847-
A8 at Fort Edmonton on his return from the Pacific
Coast. In his “Wanderings of an Artist among the
Indians of North America" which took him '“from
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“The Bia Heouse.™

Photo taker

(Canada to Vancouver's Island and Oregon through
the Hudson's Bay Company's Territory and Back
Again,” he deseribes the fort as unequalled, so far
as other posts in the interior were concerned, in
comfort and interest, The courtyard of the fort was
about three hundred feet long by two hundred and
ten wide. In the middle of the pahsaded enclosure
stood the ""Big House” built by Rowand as the
afficial residence of the chiel factor. Tlis was a
massive building of squared timber. about seventy
feet deep and sixty wide, three storeys high, with a
gallery opening from the second storey in front and
rear. A high stairway led from the courtyard to the
iront gallery and into a wide hall, on either side ot
which were two immense rooms, the gentlemen's
mess room and the ball-room. Paul Kane thus de-
scribes these rooms: "The walls and ceilings are
boarded, as plastering 1s not used, there being no
limestone within reach: but these boards are paint-
ed in a style of the most starthng barbaric gaudi-
ness, and the ceiling filled with centre-picces of
lantastic gilt scrolls. making altogether a saloon
which no white man would enter for the first time
without a start, and which the Indians always
looked upon with awe and wonder.”

It was not without design that the official resi-
dence was so imposing and 1ts decoration so strik-
ing, as it was above all important to impress the
Indians who came to the fort to trade. The greatest
tactorin John Rowand's success as an officer of the
Company was his ability to understand the mind
of the Indian and to gain their respect by his fair
dealing, courtesy of manner and tearlessness. In-
deed the head of the Saskatchewan district in those
davs had need of all these qualities, since he had
to meet not only Crees and Assiniboines but also
their inveterate eneries the Blackfeet. No story
would better illustrate the regard 1n which Row-
and was held by the redmen than that teold in
C headle's Journal as related to lhim o 1863 Ly
Colin Fraser, then Hudsen's Bay Company officer
at Ste. Anne’s:

aut MESG,
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“Once when out with Mr. Rowand, as they were
resting in the middle of the day. a body of 200
Blackfeer, naked and in war-paint, moved on to
them with fearful yells. Mr. Rowand jumped up
and cried out ‘Stop, you villams." One of the
chiels tortunately recognized him and stopped the
rest. They were profuse in their apologies and re-
grets lor having frightened them: many of them
aclually cried with vexation; they had taken them
for Yankees and would certainly have scalped
them if they had not recognized Mr. Rowand:
asked permission to spend the night with them,
and told them not to be afraid of thetr horses: and
they made no attempt to steal.”

In “Father l.acombe, the Black Robe Vow-
ageur,” Kathenne Hughes relates many stories of
John Rowand told her by the venerable priest. One
of these may be related. The bully of Fort Ed-
monton at that period was a Metis named Paulet
Paul, a huge wild dark fellow. At first he treated
the young missionary with contempt, but gradual-
ly condescended to smoke a pipe with him, and at
the beginning of Lent he surprised FFather Lacombe
by asking to be made a Christian. Alter weeks of
special imstruction and a voluntary fast for the
week before Faster, he was baptized. the chiel fac-
tor and Adelaide Rowand being his sponsors.
Naulet as a Christian was more trustworthy than
Paulet the unregenerate, and the chiel factor al-
lowed him to g0 1N cl)argc of a small party to meet
a band of Indians and trade with them. Word came
back to I'ather Lacombe at Ste. Anne that Paulet,
carrying his new principles into practice, had got
poor bargains for the Company. Father Lacombe,
knowing Rowand. realized there was trouble in
store lor his convert. This is what he tells of the
outcome in his own picturesque ‘Fnglish of the
Nor west

"By and byve | met Rowand, and he say to me,
blustering, "Well, that man of vours, that NMaulet
that yvou l\uph.!(: last year and recommend to me
as a good man, he made a damfool of himsell.”
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'l answer noth;ng: I do not know what to say.
But I watch out by the river until I see Paulet
come with his toboggan and dog.

" "Hey. Paulet,’ | say. "What have you done?
Rowand will make trouble for you.’

“"He speak bravely, "Ha! that is all humbug that
the men say. You will see.’

“But the big fellow look afraid. Then. quick! an
idea came to me.

““Paulet,” | say, 'l know what to do. You will
go to Rowand and right at onee vou will ask him
for his blessing as a god-father.” (That 1s a fashion
of Metis on great occasions. | Go!

“And I laugh as | remember what Rowand said,
and | hurried to be with him when Paulet comes
Ry and by, while | was walking up and down with
him in the great Hall of the Big House, we hear
somcbody at the door. Suddenly Paulet came in
and at once fell on his knees 1o Rowand.

‘My god-father,” he say. ‘give me your bless-
ing.’

“"Now Rowand was look surprise and shy, tor
though he consent when | coax him to be Paulet’s
gzod-father, he was not a very religious man. At last
he say, 'Here is the FFather: ask his blessing.’

"l was trying not Lo laugh, but | get voice to say.
‘No, No; that is not my affair. It is yvours. He is
not my god-child; give him vour blc:mnn:,

“Now John Rowand had a good heart behind
his temper, and he could enjov Paulet's finesse

. . So he made some kind of a blessing. and he
finish it off by going to the cu upboard to get a drink
of rum for Paulet!”

Father Lacombe to his latest years loved to
dwell upon the memory of this man: “'He was not
big. that little man, you know—brave like a lion.
IHe feared no man; not even a whole tribe of In-
dians could make him afraid. Ah! he was a grand
little man.”

As a doctor’s son Rowand was interested in medi-
cine and kept a great medicine chest. A story 1s
told how he impressed some Indians by making
water boil without fire, his magic being nothing
more than a Seidlitz powder.

While payving a visit to his son at Fort Pitt,
Rowand dropped down dead while speaking to one
of the Company’s servants on the 30th May, 1854,
and when writing to the Governor and Commattee
in London on the 30th June, Governor Simpson
paid him this tribute:

“With him, it may be said, the old race of officers
is extinct, he being the last on the list who held a
commission at the date of the coalition. It 1= not
usual 1n a public communication of this description
to refer to private feelings, but on this occasion |
trust | may be pvrmillu(] to record my pz.‘rsonal
tribute of regard for the memorv of an old and
staunch friend. from whom both in a public and
privale capacity | ever received a Iirm and consis-
tent support—I{requently at times when councils
were divided and such support was wvaluable.
He was a man of sterling integrity and a warm
heart and was not surpassed by any ofhcer in
the service for unswerving devotion to the public
interests.

\ private letter from Sir George Simpson Lo
Alexander Rowand, dated 29th July 1836, relates
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the story of the transfer of John Rowand'’s remains
to lh( ut\. of his birth- pld(‘(

"It was one of the last instructions yvour {ather
gave John, on the day preceding his death, that
his bones were not to be left in the Indian country
but removed to Canada and interred near those of
his own father. | accordingly directed that the
hody should be disinterred last winter and brought
out to Norway House. from whence | conveyed it
this summer 1In My own canoe to Red River, but
some of the crew having discovered the contents of
the package, | was afraid they might (from a super-
stitious Tulmg drop it overboard al some time
and therefore had it repacked and sent to York
Factory for transmission to England by the ship,
from whence it will be forwarded to this place
i Lachine:. The wish of the family at Red River 1s
to erect a handsome monument to their father's
memory 1n Montreal by subscription amony them-
selves and | have undertaken to see the design
carried out; vou will no doubt be happy to join
vour sisters and brother in shewing this mark of
regard for so kind and worthy a parent, on which
point | shall be glad to hear from you. The cost of
the monument | placed over the grave ol my poor
wife was €500, and 1 think for that sum 1 could
now get a very handsome tomb erected for the
reception of vour father's bones. That was the
lowest sum vour sisters and John wished to devote
to the object they have so much at heart.”

Through the kindness of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany. the privilege is granted of reproducing the
following extract relating to John Rowand from the
Servants’ Characters kept by Governor Simpson:

Enclosure to L..C. No, 18213 of the 9th Jan-
uary, 1935, "No. 19. About 46 vears of Age. One ot
the most pushing, bustling men in the Service
whose zeal and ambition in the discharge of his
r]ut_v 15 uncqua”vd. rendering him tota“y regard-
less of every personal Comfort and indulgence
Warm hearted and Friendly in an extraordinary
degree where he takes a liking, but on the contrary
his prejudices exceedingly strong. Of a fiery dis-
position and bold as a Lion. An excellent Trader
who has the peculiar talent of attracting the fier-
cest Indians to him while he rules them with a Rod
of Iron and so daring that he beards their chiefs in
the open Camp while surrounded by their war-
riors: has likewise a Wonderful influence over his
people. Has by his superior management realized
more money for the concern than any three of hlb
colleagues since the Coalition: and altho' his Edu-
cation has been defective is a very clear headed
clever fellow—Will not tell a lie publick is very un-
common in this Country but has sufficient address
to evade the truth when it suits his purpose; [ull of
drollery and humour and generally liked and re-
spected by Indians Servants and his own equals.”

The memory of John Rowand still lives alona
the banks of the Saskatchewan and the lnl)uh of
Father Lacombe is still repeated there: “Ah! he
was a grand little man.”

Acknowledgement is gratefully made to the
authors quolu{ and partic uldr]\ to the archivist
ol the Hudson's Bay Company. who has furnished
tacts regarding John Rowand and his family and
extracts from Governor Simpson’s correspondence.
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William Cornwallis King
Chief Trader, Retired

W}_‘ll:l\ anyonce l'L‘Fl(‘h(‘S

ninety. 1t is good news for all
of us. It's reassuring and pro-
vides us with an opporlunily
to reflect that there may vet
be time to break eighty in
golf. own a prosperous bur-
lesque theatre, or he a beach-
comber on a sun drenched
coral island, or any one of
those preposterous secret am-
bitions which we all cherish.
The very fact that ninety is
possll)l(f giV('S us a new l('.’—lSL’!
on our never completely sat-
isfactory affairs. But to know
Mr. King is to realize that
vou can have a hie crowded
with adventure and a clear
1‘ead. a grdnd sensce Ol. ]lLl'
mour even unte the tenth
decade.

Life for Mr. King has been
very full, as he will tell vou
himself. and it 1z far from
dull toda_\'. He was born in
India. where his father was a
colonel in the Madras caval-
ry of the old East India Com-
pany and as a boy he was sent to Fngland to he
educated at the Blue Coat school and later at
Sandhurst, where he met the sons of some of this
Companyv's officers. [Fur trading., with its pros-
pect of buffalo hunting, appeared to be more at-
tractive than the Indian army, and 1n 1862 he se-
cured an appointment as an apprentice clerk in
the Hudson's Bay Company’s service. Mr. King
recalls vividly the luncheon of the Governor and
Committee held before the sailing of the ship. and
the advice given by Governor Dallas to him re-
garding Sunday observances in the Hudson's Bay
Company. Mr. King came to Canada on the Com-
pany's vessel, the Prince of Wales, and landed at
York rucl(n_\'.

His subsequent career in the {ur trade cannot be
told here, but niust some day make a chronicle by
itself. His greatest pride 1s his vears in the Nor-
thern Department, for the best in the service were
sent to the Mackenzie River district. Disaipline
was strict and morale was high, There he lived,
travelled and traded. took his vears of furlough in
England and returned te the Company’s service
He 1= one of that band of men whe, living solated

Mr. King, erect and alert, outside his home on
Gerrude Ave,, Winnipea, on his 20th birthday.

in a great wilderness among
Indians, never last either
their power te command or
that sense of justice which en-
abled them to maintain the
peace. One has only to look
at the accounts of the open-
ing up of other uncivilized
areas of the world durning the
nineteenth eentury with their
records of savage warfare, to
realize what men of the Com-
pany in the last century con
tnnbuted to the history of the
Canadian West.

Today Mr. King is the last
of the officers of the Com-
panv whose commissions
were held under the Deed
Poll, and if you were to ask
him the meaning of that term
he will, with more than a
suggestion of pride. tell vou,
"Sir, we were partners.” The
Deed Poll, by which the fur
traders participated in the
profits of the Company. was
an institution inherited from
the North-West Company
merger of 1821, and it died with the surrender of
the Companyv's exclusive trade rights in 1869,

Mr. King's family ties with the East India Com-
pany and the fact that he knew and talked with
men who had served the old North-West Company
give him a unique place among the pensioners of
the Company. He is a welcome caller at Hudson's
Bay House, and can usually be persuaded to tell
some diverting tale of other davs and other ways.
But Mr. King's reminiscences are not casual varn-
ing to anyone who will listen. Stories about the
Company are kept for the men of the Company,
and toward inquiries about old days trom casual
writers or others Mr. King is helpful. but it is al-
wayvs clear that the Company’'s business is not
discussed in public, and 1t 15 for "Company men’”
that the best stories are kept.

Qur purpose here s to mark the occasion of
Mr. King's ninety summers. IHe will protest against
being thrust into print, but if his remarkable career
can give any ol us encouragement, we are sure he
will nar object. He has been seventy vears identi-
fied with the Company —as clerk. allicer and
pensioner—and his loyvaltvhas nevernever wavered.
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“Thar She Blows”

A Man from

The Prairies Spends His Wednesday

Nl,",XT time vou are in Victoria— which must be
sometime, for the Vancouver Island Publicity
Bureau says so; you mus! come to Victoria, they
say. Anvway, next time you are in Victoria, after
vou have seen Butchart's Gardens and the Mal-
ahat and Marine Drive and all the things the guide
books tell VOl about, g0 down te the Point Ellice
bridge and see where | caught the whale.

There isn't much to see now. so the guidc books
will probably never mention it; but right out there
on the oily water of the inner harbour, just about
a hundred feet below the bridge. is the spot where
I L'auql)l the whale, or almost ('aught one, if |
hadn’'t been interrupted.

It was last Wednesday afternoon. They said in
the paper that the whaling fleet of the Consoli-
dated Whaling Corporation. the only Canadian
whaling company operating on the Pacific coast.
had returned to its home port after another suc-
cesstul season In northern waters. Two hundred
and something whales, they said, and ever so many
hundred pounds of meal and fertilizer were the
season’s catch. And now they were tied up at the
company’'s docks by the Point Ellice bridge to
wait until the whales started to run agaln, or get
fat again, or stop mating. or whatever it is that
makes a closed season on whales durmg this time
of year.

I went to see them last Wednesday afternocon.
the boats | mean. Sure enough. just as the papers
said, they were there. | asked the man coming up
the dock with the suit-case., and he waved the
other arm and said. ves, that was them. Six rusty
little one-funnel steamers with wide beams and
low bows like tugboats. Tied up alongside the dock,
three and three, with the prows of the after three
nuzzhing in beside the sterns of the three leaders.
they looked for all the world like a six-horse team
waiting for the crack of a whip. | suppose a real
maritimer would say that was a prairiec man for
vou, speaking of whale catchers like teams of horses.

So this was the {leet that had brought home the
blubber. They all looked
exactly alike. Their names,
painted on the prow of
each just under the har- -
poon gun, were Blue, Red,
Yellow, and some other
(Olourb. (.__)\'L'r on ti](' (llll('r
side of the dock was a
much larger cargo ship
called Gray.
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Weritten and Hustrated by

FRED ALIGER
Ahlternoon
1 Whaling in
il“t Victoria Harbour
] ii

I chose the Blue, partly because it was next to
the dock and partly because its harpoon gun was
the unl_\-’ one without a canvas cover. | contem-
plated my ship from every angle, wondering what
this was for and what that was for. [ paced off her
sixty foot length on the dock and puzzled out the
complicated blocks and tackle up in the rigging.
That was alright., | thought: but you can only
stand and look at a deserted ship forso long. even an
honest-to-God whale catcher, and then you have to
do something about 1t. You either have to get on
or vou have to go away. | looked around. The dock
was deserted too, except for a harmless looking
man in overalls and a grease spot on his upper lip
that gave his mouth a twisted lock. He was busy
with a pile of cable. He paid no attention to me.
just as if | was supposed to be there, so | balanced
on the tip ol a pile, put one toot across to the rail,
jumped and hit the deck. {Now there’s a nautical
term in its proper place for you old salts.;

Immediately the whole world was changed. The
dock and the buildings and bridge and the harbour
all disappeared. The ever-so-shght rolling of the
boat was magnified into the heaving. pitching swell
of the open Pacific. My dauntless hittle Bluc swoop-
e¢d down into the trough and mounted the wall of
each oncoming wave as | headed out in search of
whale. I even thought of climbing the shrouds to
the lookout barrel and shouting ““Thar she blows,”
or something, but decided to leave that to my look-
out man. It was pretty l1igll up there. Instead |
went forward to the gun platform. | was the great
harpoon-gunner Olaf Olafson, who knew all the
whales in the Pacific Ocean. What a hard case, this
Olafson, was I! It was while |1 was bending forward

to see if my harpoon line
was properly coiled that |

I saw 1t. Fven before the

lookout had time to yell 1
saw 1t. In this thick fog of
the carly morning we had
come so close without even
knowing we were near a
whale, and now we were
v almost on top of the broad
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back just coming to the surface. As | swung the
heavy gun around, the blow-hole opened and a
huge gevser of spray shot into the air.

“Now, just what the hell are vou doing?"” a voice
came from behind me with very strong emphasis
on the "vou.”' | turned around. It was the man
with the greasy face. He was standing on the dock
with both hands on his hips. All of a sudden [ felt
very silly | glanced baek at the water. It was the
smooth, black water of the harbour again, not even
a ripple, while here was this man with the twisted
moath glaring down at me, or perhaps it was just
that grease spot on his lip.

“I"'m just sort of looking around, I guess. " | said,
and wondered if [ looked as foolish as I felt, ** You
see, I'm thinking of writing a story about whaling.”
| decided suddenly, "and | want to see what these
whaling boats are like ™

He grinned. or sncered, 1'm not sure which on
account of the grease. ""Well, il vou want to find
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out anvthing, gwan over and see Mr. Garcin. He's
the super’ntenant. He's over in the mess on the
Gray right now,”" said Mr. Greasy Face. "But don't
fool around with them guns,” he added. and re-
turned to his cables.

So | screwed up enough courage to leave the Blue
and climb the cang-plank of the Gray. 1 wondered if
these whalers were anything like as tough as they
were supposed to be by the stortes. | found the
mess and | found Mr. Garcin. | told him what |
wanted. "'1'd like to get some matenal for a story,
mavbe,” | said.

“Sure,” said Mr. Garecin. "Come 1n. Sit down.
Have a cup of tea? Here Charlie, put some hot
water tn this,” and he handed the teapot through
a hole in the wall to the Chinaman in the galley.
“What all would you like to know?'' So. as [ sat
and drank myv tea —strong tea too. for all its second
watering — | asked a hundred questions, and he
told me all about whﬁling.

RENDERING A SERVICE

Cn the lefr, Tollowing on our fast issue, 19 a
further demamitrat of Minds, Hamds Ma
c }'l'lf'. F"l’--il'.lflf I'i.-‘\'d A.-.-.‘J'-‘]- Y " '||II.'.'\'
the sorting af thal endless stream of parcely which

Jepartments ol our

Aowes all dav into the Delivery
Ketail Stores

On the nght are two new delivery trucks, de
ygned In the Taompany « own construction
eiffice fo glve madimum elliciency In o joh wi !
must ao on in all sweather, and designed to aive
maximum, comfort and protection to these H B C
delivery men in these Western Provinces
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Blanket Coverage

Being the Description of a Truly Remarkable Article
of Merchandise Which, by the Excellence of Its Quality,
Has Set a Standard for the World and Carried the Name
of the Great Company Wherever There Is Chill in the Air.

11 18 a curtous but notable tact that 1t the
name of the Hudson's Bay Company s
ment ll’)n("‘(l ar ng grau p= (ll reasona ['ll\
well informed persons outside of Western
Canada, the first reaction 1s “'turs’” and the
sccond ”Llunkclﬁ "I is eurious because
the blanket business of the Company 1s not
enormous. | hroughout the fur wrade and
retail estabillishments there are hundreds
ol other lines ol merchandise which pro
duce a greater volume than these Hud-
son’s Bay ""Point”’ Blankets. But bv the
}’\Iunktf\ we are kn(’)\\n, -In(l mn t1ll'ﬂf ID“
luwulL: pages an attempt h.\:‘ been made o
explain why the remarkable reputation ol
the “Point” Blankets has survived the
generalions and set a standard for the
\\.'urld This lnith be called advertising
To us, 1t 19 simply an interesting mer-
('h.lndi:.lng story made as interesting as
we can make it,

In the next few pages we give an his-
torical sketeh of the blunkets, a desenp-
tion of them loth with their sizes, w
prices and specifications, and the blanket
garmenty with their stvles and L(‘ncr.ll
utility.

The blanket business of the Company
comes under the Wholesale Deparunent
(other admirable products including Im
perinl Mixture Taobacco, Fort Garry Tea
and Coffee, and Best Procurable Scotch
Whisky are sold by this Department. but
they are stories 1o be told another day ' 11
18 an even lumpcrvd affair; that 1s, no one
gets feverish about i1, Brisk, glib s
are not touring the continent IMPressing
the retail |r.|(lc with the supreme qualities
of Hudson’s Bay “"Pomnt” Blankets, pur
sued by follow up letters from master
minded sales manazers who keep zrim
graphs of monthly quotas on their othce
walla. And in the thirty-fAve cent qualiry
magazines ‘known as the “shcks™! vou
have not heen zzled by autographed
(ﬂlollr rjholl)grtlpl'l“j IJ[ dll(,l’](‘." T cl\dl!'hlnf:
or slumbering regally beneath the cele-
brated blankets. In short. it's low cost
upt'rdlion,

But to understand this (-xtrnordlnary
story of merchandise which sells so com
fortably on 1ls own momentum, vou must
tollow us ll]rough the next few pages (TS
enough here to note that the Wholesale
Department s under no illusions as to
(mnpchllon. or is 1t unaware uf lhc merits
of national advertising. but it is highly
sensitive to that delicate balance between
SlL‘-del dt‘]’l(:n(ldb]c sales al a nupq—.rl«_xllvc!
product threugh dependable dealers to
gatished custorners and the costs of adver-
tising and merchandising Hudson's Bay
"Point” Blankets ~all the glittering per-
sumsions of advertising agencies to the

contrary notw |l‘nnhnnd|n1 'I‘Iu' da Vv will
doubtless come when the buvers of blan
kets may }»m_-m to show signs of suceuml
g to the sheer vn_'n.'hl ol p.nr] |n1nlt‘d per
suasion in the “shcks,” and the Company s
Wholesale De *partment then will step nto
advertising and vou can be certain
it will be well done

Meanwhile, | ludson’s Bay blanket bus:-
ness, hke timnme, marches on, to the annoy
ance of all competitors and imitators and
the de sspair of several advertising agencies.
The imitators deserve special mention

It 15 not ditheult tor an expert Lo take a
blanket to shreds and preduce the specih-

cations. Any product with the reputation
of ours 1s certain to find imitators, and so
lrdll‘ A series Ot names, “lJL}I as N(,rllll-l'l(l
Trapper, Arctic and others, are oflered.
Fven the distincetive word “'point’ s
employed by manufacturers who attempt
te crowd in upon the reputation of the
Company’s product. The imitations are
sometimes annoying and «always flavtering,
but they remuan at best only unitations.
It is in the United States that imitators
are most annoying, and in some states the
Company bas been compelled to go on the
«wir to broadcast warnings against door-to
door salesmen who claim to represent the
\(Jvcnlurcr-s of Ang]uhd in the lJ]dnktl
business. The Company’s authorized agent
m the United States is Clarence Whitman
& Sons, Inc., of 21 Last 26th Street, New
\ ork City. They are the manufacturers of
Fsmond blankets and “Point” Blankets
de not compete with their own lines.

T‘](' ( llr[]l'h. Iy = k)lllllk(l llnt’ are m
three groups: the Standard colours, the
PPastel shades and the blanket garments
-I‘hu gr;llld Uld Sl-ll‘d-)r(l L(Jlf)lir' (4\"]('!
scarlet, blue rey, white, green and striped

are Lhe ] .|n(| successors of the his
toric blanket about which REeltt will read on
the next page. The Pastel shadex are the
modern, worthy otfspring of the Standards

space

ve modern, very smart and very good.
They nppe .nr(‘rl first an 1929 and have
ndden 1hie de Tpression Lo l]l( encourage-

ment of the Wholesale Department,
ur]rnlt, thoux‘ll, that a new variation of a
lamous old product requires a lot of selling
when vou are not -u]vmrllsm\; There are
five shades: sky, wold, rose, orchid and
reseda |personally, we think 1t aught to be
Ni «o (_‘-rccn. hul the call it [("-(‘.(l-l‘. The
garments wind-breakers, etc., for
nen, wormen and children are a story Lo
themnselves. Nobody knows quite when
they began, but we show you in the course
of this article Indians and manneguins
wearing them as they were and as they
(crldinl_\ are. The Wholesale l,)wp;-rlrncnl
in this hine supplies camp and trail require

who

coats,

ments and also has to work in the hazard
ous held of women's fashions. Five men's
garments and hve lor women

/l lIL' l)lllllkl_'l‘\ are llll‘ldL’ IU] lllL' (- Qrmgrall y
by twe Enghsh lactories  Wormalds &
Walker Ltd of Halifax and Thomus &
i)avld Lee & Sons Lid., Earlsheaton near

("l\ ‘\l)l]"- \ Urk\lllrc “II(_'rl we are l‘.)l‘i.
the air dryving of our brilliant blankets 1s
a tarmtlinr stght. Of course the -wrx'\‘:h(‘ul ons
are rigid and the inspection and testing
scrupulous. We are not tempted to set
about an elaborate desc nplion because we
believe accounts of factory processes are
excessively dull, but there are certain
things everyone who buys blankets ought
to know. These "'Point™ Blankets are made
from selected wools trom England, Wales
New Zealand and India, each bringing a
dehnite quality which contnibutes to the
water resistance, the warmth, the soltness,
and the strength of the hnal article. The
wool 15 dyed before spinning, which insures
that every hbre is thoroughly dved, the
colour thereby becoming much mare de-
pendable than when dyeing takes place
after the yarn has been spun, which 1s
frequently the method followed i1n other
blankets. Pure indigo-blue only is used for

the dyeing of the “pomnts,”” the bars of the
standard coloured blankets, and for the
blue blankets. (More about the meaning

of these “'points on the next page.
are air and sun dried, which has the effect
ol brightening the colour, and there is
little donbt that it is this drying which
gives the blankets that peculiar {reshness
which llu‘}' never t'llli(l‘l} lose

When the blankets are first woven they
aré one half greater in size than is required
in the finished products. Thus, a 4-paint
blanket in its oniginal state 1s 112 inches
wide and is then reduced by milling to the
requited 72 inches. The milling, which
prevents any further shrinkage of the
blankets, ia done by doubling up the
blankets and passing them through a
narrow  trough and literally  pounding
them with ldrg(: wooden mallets. It is also
this mulling which prevents the blankets
from hardening when exposed to the most
trying weather conditions.

'he timish of the blankets s different
trom l]w usual blanket and so hulp,\ 1a
conserve that substance and duralnhity
wven them in the twill wenving. | he wool
it- lnn: in .\l.lplc .md 5[)(3(1:1”\ :'.uildblc for
a  hard-wearing blanket 'here s not
the brushed-up nap which is given to many
blankels for display only but
which does not survive wasling or wear
The blankets are not bleached with sulphur
like most blankets, so at no Lime,
dry, = there anv unpl(-as.xnl smell

They

purposes

wel or



Below are the blankets described
i a letter reproduced on a later page.
Continual use for Afty-five vears is
not to be despised in the blanket busi-
ness, even if the Wholesale Depart-
ment's retail colleagues don't think
much of it as a sales paint.

The cheery figure on the top of
page 47 15 a grandmother of the
Haida Indians, The photograph was
found in our files and we know noth-
ing of its origin, but the old lady
certainly knew all about the business
of keeping warm.

Upper nght, another of Cornelus
Kreighoff's costume pictures dated
1861 : correct blanket costume for the
period. Reproduced by courtesy of
The Secigneur. magazine of the
Seigniory Club, and the gallery of
W._ Scott & Sans, Montreal.

On the extreme right is Chief Star
Blanket and his wife. We do not
propese to go into the history of the Northwest Terntories. but
it is enough to note that in his day Star Blanket was a Brain
Truster among Indians —and knew how to keep warm.

In the corner 1s a Winnipeg street scene dated 1873, In a way
it is symbaolical of that period with a building under construction,
muddy streets, a Red River cart, an Indian lamily camplete with
dog. and the head of the houscliold appropriately costumed 1 a
Hudson's Bay “FPomt™ blanket.

At the bottom of the page is a picture from the Canadian
Arctic demonstrating a new utility for the blanket. Incidentally,
in the far North it 1s found throughout mission stations, police
barracks and Company posts. So universal is its use in the North
that it was no surpnse to find the blanket as part of the court
roem fixtures i a recent Arctic murder tral reported by the
Canadian Press from Coppermine, Northwest Territores:
“Promptly at ten o'clock, the court was called to order by Lor-
poral Wall in the living room of the R.C.M.P, quarters here, His
Honour Magistrate Douglas sitting before a table cavered with a
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In the Beginning . . .

EXPERTS in retailing teday advise us that it is not
much help m selling merchandise to tell people how long
an article is going to last. In other words. length of life in
goods has ceased to be important. Undiscouraged, we pro-
ceed to tell semething of the backgraund of the blanket.

It was for the Indian trade and for the use of the men
in the Company s service that the blankets were created,
snd strewn about these two pages are ghmpses of the
blanket #s it has been used in other days.

Upper left is our calendar picture of 1931 by Charles
Comfort, depicting the last dog team leaving Lower Fart
Garry in 1909 and, apprepriately, the blanket coat. In
the middle of this page 15 a painting by Kreighofl, that
itinerant German whose pictures are now prized for their
authentic reporting of early Canadian costume, and here,
on the banks of a river, as the lecturer with his lantern
slides would say, we have the blanket being traded,
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gray Hudson’s Bay blanket and draped s e
with the British flag.” - a7 g
The earliest recorded transaction WS
in connection with Hadson's Bay A . .

“Point™ blankets is in the minutes of
a meeting of the Committee of the
Hudson’s Bay Company held in Lon-
don on 22nd December, 1779: ‘Read a letter from . . . . dated 20th
December accepting . . - p.pe. for the blankets and duffels ordered last
week. Sends samples of five different sorts of Pointed blankets with
their respective prices per pair. Ordered that Mr. . . . be directed to
make one hundred pairs of each sort of the said blankets.”

In a letter to the London Committee from Thomas Hutchins. chief
at Albany Fort on Hudson Bay, written in 1780, Hutchins wrote that
the Committee “had misunderstood him about the price of the pointed
blankets as the points were known to every Indian to be the price to
be paid for vach as 215 points, 214 beaver, 3 points, 3 beaver. ete.”

The “point”” on the blanket 1n its present standardized form is com-
paratively modern, being introduced in 1850, Prior to that date blankets
tor the Hudson's Bay Company were made with the bar only by indi-
viduals in their own homes. each maker putting a distinctive mark. a
“point,” on his product to show the size and weight. Thess “points™
were in coloured weols and usually about one inch long.

The original mackinaw coats were made from Hudson's Bay ""Point™
blankets for the British soldiers who, during the war of 1812, fought in
the neighbourhaod of Mackinaw. Captain Charles Roberts was unable
to obtamn greatcoats for his men. so commandecered a supply of “Point™
blankets and coats were designed and made by one of his men.
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The Blankets Themselves

EVEN if you are still with us in reading this nine page epic
we are taking the nisk of boring vou by repeating here the
range of blanket colours. The Standard Colours are camel,
scarlet, empire blue, grey, white, green and striped. The
Pastel Shades are rose, orchid, sky blue, gold and reseda.

Note this: They are sold singly or in pairs.

And note this further: The genuine blanket has a Hud-
son's Bay Company Scal of Quality label.

The Sizes and Weights are shown mn a diagram on the
last page of this article.

The “Point™ marks, which are the old fur trade identi-
fication. refer to sizes, not weight, The weight per square
yard is the same in all Hudson’s Bay ""Point™ blankets.

The Standard Colour blankets are truly standard for the
world. In the temperate zones of the earth. wherever nights
are cold. experienced travellers know these blankets. In the

ski lodges of the Laurentians. in the fishing camps Of_tht‘
Maritime Provinees and in the big game expeditions into
the Rockies, you will see their colours glowing. In camp and
cotlage, they are the pride of their ewners. If vou are skep-
tical about the “‘ask the man who owns ene’’ formula, then
ash your guide the next time you are in the North woods.
He may or may not own a pair, but he will probably add an
endorsation to those sample letters which appear on the op-
posite page, wilh psrhaps a personal experience with the
water-resisting qualities of this blanket, which aclluﬂny
shieds rain or sleet aver prolonged periods. Prices _(\‘v"_inni-
peg) on the Standard Colours are: 3} “point” $15.00 per
pair, 4 “point” $18.00 per pair. The grey blankets are
shghtly cheaper. -

And now the Pastel shades. They appeared first in 1930,
designed for use in modern homes. They bring all the ex-

cellence of the original blanket mto the delicate colour
schemes of today, There was no radio, billboard or maga-
zine advertising campaign to announce theircoming but they came and captured
a place and the upward march of their sales is the evidence of their suceess,

There are no satin bindings on the edges and that is sometimes a point of
controversy. A satin binding on the edge of a blanket has to be removed and
changed from vear to vear. [t cannot stand the wash racket, and what is more
it can he used to conceal the fraving, ravelling character of a cheap blanket,
So the Hudson's Bay Pastel shade blanket has not the Ritz binding for the
very sound reason that it will not fray.

The full beauty of the Pastel shades is beyond the Aeaver’s capacity ta pub-
lish but there is a folder in [ull colors which the Company's stores can supply
un request, or, better still, there are the articles themselves in every blankel
department. It is in the domestic use of these blankets that their fine honesty
becomes aquickly apparent. There is no artificial fluffing up of the wool for
counter display purposes: the Hudson's Bay "Point” blankets come to you
with good eolour and good workmanship, and as vou live with them they
mellow like good Iriendshipe. and yeu find renewed satistaction in their very
prescrice. Pastel prices: 31 “point™
$17.30 per pair, 4 “point” $21.00
per pair.

Woodlands. Man.. Tth December. 1933,

"1, voo, hinve, ur ot leadt my wile also has, an
H B C Pomt blanket which was purchased at
the Fort Carry store jn 1872 just sixty ycars
ago. [t is & two snd o hall -3‘; pomt, and has
bern in constant use since (he time it was pur-
chayed lfltf":-' on children’s beds. ax it (s one
of the smaller sizes, It is fraying w little on one
side, and 1hr Aufl has ol r!|1.1rr!_\- hul .1|mnﬂ,
gone; but there i3 o wonderful strueture left
-IT1-.‘;|E_LI\'(‘J promuse of considerable uselulness

yet
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Regina, Sask. 3rd Apnl. 1933

“l have a pair of $-point blueatriped white H B C blankets
which have been in coniinual use for over 35 years. My father.
Davad Morrison, settled on the north west of the pm’l‘.ngc Plaina
i 871 —about six mules from a village called Totogan. There
was an'H B C post there which within my own recollection was
managed by & Frenchman whose name was Maxime Vilbraunt
The date of purchase |spproximately | can be vouched for by re-
hable parties if you need such statements. My mother once told
me they were on my bed when 1 was born, which 1 over Afty-five
?Flf‘ ‘:‘1 TL'F ll\lﬂnkf"\ h“,. b'!n \\ﬂ’}‘r‘ .nd \-\J.!I'll"_l -lill"\

have beerr carefully darned and have miany years welulness vet

Vancouver, B.C, June 26, 1931

! have m my possession. one of & pair of blankets which | pur-
rhased n your store 30 yEArs ago this month, Usel a3 a saddl=
blanket durm.z several seasons ol riding the range. Was packed
through to Revelstoke —thence south through the Kootenays on
prospecting and humting trips. Packed north . all through the
mountains and received some of the oughet usage that any
fabric could possibly survive.

I could not truthfully estimate how many tond of niver gravel
wan dump:d onta it and washed in-our attermnpits to find gold.
Was packed back to Alberta and used on freighting trips to
)\l"ﬂllﬂ.lf;! LI.I'HiiIIQ wrid pcnﬂ‘ River—also the [amous Bnrr
Colony (Lloydmunster)

Lised as a saddle blanket tor almost two years of riding ground
oy hard and lnuth ttlp-\ for the C.N.R. rnl,ln- ers. Then used for
camping during construetion of CN.R. [fom Battleford ta Ed-
monton, thence to the mountamna.

Six ot YT ||‘|l|-|-|ll \ul’uc; |'nlh_' Ltr.n Lorn o 1k was el
durning & trip alter wild horees in Northern Alberta when one end
got burned in u bad prairie fire, leaving about threc.quarters of
the blanket intact. Used for three years during my homesteading
stunt.

When | got rlurnetl, | ll.k-!k my young wile on to the humr—
stead, Used the blanket ax her covering during the eleven-
male drive. L'sed 1t on our bed for Nesrs. When the youngter
arrived, was used as 4 mattress in bottom of the Buggy.
When the next one came, was used ui a cover on its erih. That
wiriter, was used as part pnﬂ:!’liliurl aver a valuable small
itock of potatoes. Next winter used as a drop curtam hung
in front of & few pure bred poultry. Then tharoughly washed
and placed on the bed

'c were out hunllng In-a car, got slm:h i rrllu.i and
placed the blanket under the back wheel; the wheel
spun. then gripped and out we came. leaving 2 hole in
one corner ol Old Faithiul. Part of it 1 eut off and sewed
up into & pair of heavy socks and used them all winter

UTINE & mail Ltrip

We still have the old blasket alter thurty years ol
service. somewhat Faded certsinly, but like Johnny
Walker, still going strong. During all those yoar the
anly hole s where the aute wheel ground i [t never
fr lyrd_ and ul.l]y dr_u:hg the Lnl few wears ol very ﬂ;r::qh
usage did 1 Tade.

When dividing the double blanket do not cut apart. Make «
cul about an inch l.i!.'r].: [romn the t.'ljﬂr el the poanl ol division,
then tear neross. No hlanket atiteh or binding 1 necessary slong
the tom edge

Standard blankets can be warhed satisfactonly with pure
-\-ﬂ.‘nr and lube warm water. Rimae the blanket about mix times
and dry i the shade on o warm breezy day. Shake out well be-
fare hanging out to dry. Dry cleanmng s reecmmended for Pastel
blarkets due te their delicate coloes, but u.1=|'i1l|[ v eataslactary
if proper ¢are is taken
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And
These
Are the
Blanket

Garments

PRF[ ‘ERRED position on this page is given to two new women s
coats. Upper left are two pictures of The (Jarr\. and one of The Swag-
ger. They are, of course, made from the “Point’” blankets and are
available in Standard colours and Pastel shades. The Garry is pe-
culiarly our own, having been designed and made with the co-oper-
ation of the Winnipeg retail store. Neither the Wholesale Depart-
ment nor 1 he Beaver has the capacity to describe The Garry in the
ecstatic vocabulary of Fogue or Harper's Bazaar, but our enthusiasm
is undimmed. We believeitis so good that we present. inour best man-
ner. two pictures of it. Irtsells for $20.00 from Fort William to Victoria

Between the two Garry models is another 1935 coat—The Swag-
ger. This has more general utility selling appeal than any blanket
garment since the Indians used the blan-
ket for coat, bedding, tent and saddle.
The Swagger has a fine loose, easy Hare,
with pockets just where they ought to be,
lnd it t;tll( lL]‘. sSuggests l'C)ddbters n]otnr
boats and the cool of summer evenings.
We prefer it in the natural camel’s hair
shade—biut don't let us inﬂucncc vou. In
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the west it costs only $12.00. | All the prices quoted here are for Western Canada
—the unfortunate Fasterners may have to pay a spot more. but that s just their
bad luck in living too far awayv from the merchandising advantages of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company.! It's a very smart coat and vou'll like it,

The pleasing young person with the dogs, and again seen at the hire-place. was
photographed at the Seigniory Club last winter by Grav-O'Reilly for Town and
Country. and she wears a coat made by a Montreal shop from the same celebrated
blanket. We give vou these pictures by way of indicating the Hexibility of the
garments in the hands of others. There i a model of our own closely corresponding
to this one which sells ter $15.00.

The New Yorker and The Lady’s Hooded coats are further instances of the
diversity of wormnen's blanket coats. The New Yorker has had wide success in the
Pastel shades, and here again we decline to go inte lyrics about 1t in the hope that
the picture will tell the story well enough to compe! vou to ask for it. The Hooded
Coat 1s a variation of the original Hudson's Bay Mackinaw coat. and it continues
to sell for winter resort wear and in those places where ski-ing has not displaced
snowshocing. Twenty dollars for these.

In the range ol men’s blanket garments, The Hudson’s Bay Parka is new in
1935, It incorporates the best features of the northern dog driver's parka with
requiremerits of Cunadian winter sports. Note deep zipper [ront, large open
pockets and small closed pockets, belt for snug fit. Note particularly the Hat
lying collar which can be zippered into a hood, as shown at the bottom of the
page. [his parka. while probably too warm for active ski-ing, will have a real
place wherever weather is cold: spectators and oflicials at winter sports
meets will want it. A splendid, stout, warm garment, 1t can be procured in
any of the blanket colours. Twenty dollars.

The Man’s Hooded Coat is a general utility coat which has been popular
ever since the troops of George 111 made their own from our blankets. unt-

Inz ﬁ-shlng, |umbcr1ng mining, arc a few € unudmn activities w |1( rec lhl:. coat
15 found. Fitteen dollars.

The Windbreaker, with zipper or buttons, makes fine snug cold-weather
protection. An inner knit-
ted wrnistband and a knit-
ted waistband give good
ht. For work or plav out of
doors 1t does its iob ane
continues to be in constant
demand. Ten dollars and a
big monev's worth.

The American Jum-
per is also a new design for
men's sport’s wear. It s
styled somewhat and fits
into cold weather goll.
spring and fall garden work
and that not entirely for-
gotten pleasure of winter
walking. Colours as usual,
and price unusual at $10.00).




DIAGRAM SHOWING SIZES &4 WEIGHTS OF SINGLE BLANKETYS

4 Poini | obwinsbie in STANDARD COLOURS: 21 Pomi |
Camnl, Scailet, Esprs Blag, Grey,
White & Mybi -Siripe ¥ 5 Pt
31 Pt | shiamabie i PASTEL SHADES o

| Rave, Heba, Sky, Gold & Reseda

Blankets are 4ll the 1ame thchnen, diference in wright 1 due ta dference in 110 anly

2 Poimt | Jncpnahle ia Whiae Only
los ehildenss ity

lof
| 6 thy each
a1
5 lbs. each A d e
L nd in
FF gl f
e - == a2 Conc|u5|on
3 lbs, 5! on. each =
: A "
T lbs. 3 anr each 1 pg,l,,, A L'L our advertising tech-
3 nique 1s now exhausted and our
=71 1 1b 18} e, each | 5 1Y sales talking has left us hqﬁrﬂt:.
o6 and if vou are not vet convinced
» LIb By S el P'f about the merits and desirability
|5 O s ol these blankets, then vou are
' Podo not nearly as intelligent as we
are convinced most Beacer
‘ ‘ readers are
But. sold or unsold. con-
vinced or skeptical, we ofler
vou this final page con-
taining;
I. A chart showing
[ weight, dimensions and
colours of the blanket
range. | Of course the
0 il and 4 “point’ are
: R e = £ It the popular ones.)
Inches .
%T;ALL
2. Three pictures at random by someone—1t's an amusing pic- /
ithere are plenty more in the fle ture found in a fle and we hope to Y Ighoo
u¥. Yol

where these came from! lrom Satl-
urday Evening Post, Vogue and
Harper's Bazaar duning 1934, The
pictures themselves indicate the
“unmiversal acceptance’ of blanket
garments.

3. Twocartons, one by d'Egville,
whose pictures you have seen in
Punch; the other from somewhere

escape a law-suit for publication
withou! permission.

This is the point: When mer-
chandise “taken up” by
magazine illustrators. world-cele-
brated pilots. cosmetic companies and
cartoonists, without any promotion [rom the
manufacturers, you can feel some confidence
in its standard. [n the blanket business the

Hudson's Bay ""Point’”’ blanket has
“set a Standard for the World

1w amil very

iIs

___ [HUDSONS BAY
———1 | POINT BLANKFIS

THE BEAVER
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s wWliad .|..1-1r.-.1 L ]-'lf*']i-'ffl'f l'l.h‘l"-u y
amusing Farment on page Gl Theld
jacket ahinte wornn by Calonel angd Ve Lini| ey

wrap biver b (1) |

—

E SATURDAY EVENINGC POST

HIVITRATED
mF W, » D,
EDEENLR

H“;l’p" :.uu'n. the stant .t

Foar ai 42aan AL T

The cartoons on the left:

Laft: "'The man who said his Hud-
son's Bay “Point"™ Blanket wasn'f

warm encudh "

Right: " The showlders it fne—

want a cuff on the bottom™
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Ilustrations fram the jacket cover of “The Search for the Northwett Passage,”

“The White- Headed Laagle: John MclLoughlin, Builder of
an Fmpire,”” by Richard G. Montgomery, Hlustrated, The
Macmillan Company of Canada, 1935

IF vou stand on the sand of Tadoussac beach on
summer evenings and look south across the dark
water of the St. Lawrence, yOu can see the glitter-
ing hights of the French-Canadian village of Riviere
du Loup. and if you have anyv consciousness of
history vou will relect that there, in the widening
valley, are the beginnings of Canada’s story. Else-
where in this Beaver these beginnings are noted, but
it is enough here to observe that at Riviere du
Loup John MclLoughlin, known variously in fur
trade history as the White-Headed Eagle, the Big
Doctor and the Father of the Oregon, was born in
the spring of 1784. His father was an Irish immi-
grant Farmer of stout character and his mother was
Angelique Fraser, the daughter of the seigneur of
Murray Bay who had been an officer of Fraser's
Highlanders and served under Wolfe on the Plains
of Abraham. From this illustrious regiment came
the sinews of the North-West Company, and it was
all eminently reasonable that young John Me-
Loughlin should And a place in that remarkable
organization which was thrusting westward across
the new continent.

Mr. Meontgomery's biography i1s an excellent,
readable book and. as has been said before in these
pages, readable books on fur trade history are as
rare as humour in the annual reports of corpor-
ations, [he heginnings of John MecLoughlin’s
career are carried along, where the facts are not
known. with fictional suppositions which are all
reasonable and the reader 1s never left in doubt
as to where fact ends and assumption begins.
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“The White-HeadedEagle,' R. G. Montgomery.

“The Golden Grindstone," Angus Graham.

“Hudson's Bay Company, a Brief History.™

“Documents Relating to the North-West Com-
pany,”' W.S. Wallace, M.A.

"The Search for the Northwest Passage,” Nellis
M. Crouse.

[t was a notable career. The Edinburgh
medical traiming, the vears at Fort Willham
as resident physician for the North-West
Company, the obscure vears between |808
and 1816, the marriage to Margaret McKav
(widow of McKay who crossed the Rockies
with Alexander Mackenzie!, the friendship
with young James Douglas. his hight in Lon-
don on behalf of his North-West colleagues
to secure the deed po“ from the union with
Hudson's Bay Company, and the following
vears at Fort Frances, are the substance of a
career in themselves. But it was not until
1824 that George Simpson. at the York Fac-
tory meeting of the Council of the Northern
Department of Rupert’'s Land, sent John
Mcloughlin to the Columbia district. It
is there that McLoughlin came into his own. The
man had a certain elemental grandeur about him,
and the empire which was his to rule on the
west of the mountains was a setting which called
for men of his stature. Mr. M(Jl)ll_.{l)l[l(‘r_\"h account
of him as a fur trader, warrior and diplomat is well
done. The tragedy of his final yvears, when, after
leaving the Company and becoming an American
citizen, he died embittered against his adopted
country. is excellent. He will, no doubt, be most
frequently remembered for his generosity and kind-
ness to the American settlers who struggled across
the mountains to the Oregon.

The final words have not vet been published on
Mcl.oughlin's career. {or there are state papers and
many records which, when thev appear. may place
the date of Mcl,ouulllin'h determination to con-
solidate Oregon for the republic at an earlier date
than Mr. Montgomery suggests, It is curious that
the author of this admirable book did not take ad-
vantage of the Company's archives. In lus intro-
duction he states that these are not available. and
on page |17 that certain tacts probably he “buried
in the old records of the Hudson's Bay Company in
LLondon and, until these are made public, we can
only speculate on probabilities.” Is it possible that
Mr. Montgomery does not know that the Com-
pany's archives have for several yvears been avail-
able to all serious students of history and that re-
search work is being carried on almost constantly
in those records by eminent American historians?
However, any disregard of this wealth of material
has not spoiled a splendid biography which can be
recommended with enthusiasm to students of fur
trade history and to the general reader, — 0.0
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“The Golden Grindstone.” The adventures of George M
Vlitchell; recorded by Angus Graham. Canadian branch
Oxford University Press, Toronto, 1935; maps and a
portrait by Kathleen Shackletori: $2 50

HIS is a new varniation of the old Trail of 98
theme, and a good one. Angus Graham has put
down a verbatim chronicle of Mr. Mitchell’s at-
tempt to reach Dawson City in that famous vear.
Mitchell. who now lives in Quebee, left Toronto
with two companions and paused long enough in
Winnipeg to get a letter of credit from Commis-
sianer Chipman. They outhitted at Edmonton and
headed north i the hope of get-
uing into the gold held via the
Mackenzie and Peel rivers. With-
out seecking companions, they
found themselves part of a mot-
lt.‘}' l)r‘l.QLl‘l(' 0{ ﬂl)llfl :—{'t'l(k‘l‘h T'lll'ir
experiences of descending  the
Athabasca. Slave and Mackenzie
were similar to those of scores of
others who have told their tales
but, 1n this instance. the story 1s
rcmurkabl} well told and has the
added colour of a gold rush.

The book s of particular inter-
est to the ( ompany lxy reason of
Mitchell’s relations with the
Company's men. His observa-
tions on Chief Factor Camsell at
[Fort Simpson deserve quotation:

"The chiel factor himselt was a
great power in the far North west.
He was a small man with a tre-
llIL'llCIOUIi l]r(‘:‘(,'rl(c (,l('liCtllL' i('(l’
tures, grey hair, a drooping mous-
tache. and penetrating eyes. He
wore a monocle without a string.
Personal authornity and the Com-
pany's long-standing prestige
were a factor’'s only support in
dealing with the Indians when
the civil power was a thousand
nules away in the south; but it
was essential for the purposes of
the fur trade apart from any
question of }m‘)hc order — that
the Indians should be peaceful
and contented. and should not be
distracted from their hunting by
wars and turmoil. The Company
had alw avs left the Indians pretty
much to themselves, allowing
them to live their own lives as
Indians and, in particular, to keep
their religion: it had onlv inter-
fered in wars and major villainies.
hl,ll'l] as ll‘)(' MASEACTC l'll succ ('hh{ll}
hunting parties and the theft of
their furs. Mitehell. who knows
the story from the Indians’ side,
believes that things went well
under the Company’s regzime, and
that subject to certain allowances
for primitive ways the Inchans of
the West and North were honest
and self-respecting men until cival-
ization spread over the prairies
and swallowed them.
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“Camsell, at any rate. managed his Indians by
the Company's traditional method with complete
success. The Indians respected and loved him, ap-
preciating his cool dry manner—by which Ameri-
cans, on the other hand, were sometimes roused to
fury. In times of trouble he would walk into an
Indian council, say that he had heard that "his
ehildren’ were sick in their minds. and invite them
to tell him what was wrong. If anyone tried to be
rude Camsell would make a sign to his own follow-
ers and a couple of them would shoulder the of-
fender out; after that the rest of the council would
probably be very affable, Camsell
would forgive the insult, and the
rude person would be allowed to
come in again. | hen, after hours
of talk and a great deal of tabacco
and tea, the trouble would grad-
ually be smoothed away. and if
‘bad Indians’ committed any
outrageous crime Camsell was
perfectly fearless 1in taking more
drastic measures.’’

Later, at Fort Good Hope. Mit-
chell met Chief Factor Gaudet:

“Old Mr. Gaudet made a very
remarkable figure, especially on
the border of the Arctic Circle
He was a French-Canadian of the
finest and oldest type; tall, of an
extremely distinguished appear-
ance, and dressed in what had
been the height of the Montreal
fushion 1in 1850, His coat was of
fine black broadcloth, paling a
Iittle towards green—full-skirted,
high in the collar, and sloping
about the shoulders. His neck
was set fast in a lngh white stock
rt‘i[ll‘(] rl’('(“l wi ll] a I)] 'rl('k cravat;
his very tall hat was made of
beaver: and his trousers were
5tl‘.1],lpcd under lus boots. He car-
ried a green umbrella that was
wide encugh to shelter three men.
He had served the Hudson's Bav
{ompany al one or another of the
far northern posts for {orty-seven
vears, and, in accordance with
the French-Canadian tradition.
had raised a family of thirteen
sons and daughters. The Gaudets
were indeed a quiverful of arrows
in the hands of the Companyv, as
all the seven sons were being
raised to its service and three of
them were already in responsible
positions at the time of Mitchell's
vistt.

“Fort Good Hope was a much
less ambitious place than Fort
Simpson. [t consisted simply of
the chief trader’'s dwelling-house.
withdrawn a little from the river-
bank. a store and trading-shoep by
the landing, some cabins for In-
dian servants, a church. and two
plots of cultivated ground. But
Mitchell was astounded to find
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how Gaudet, in spite of a lifetime of exile. had
managed to put the stamp of French Canada on
every part of the settlement. Just as Camsell
Fort Simpson had made himself something like an
English country house, so Gaudet had turned Fort
Good Hope into an old fashioned manor—as 1t
might have been on the shores of Lac St. Plerre.
His house was low and wide, with a bell-cast roof
hanging over a roomy veranda. ['he furniture was
fine old heavy stuff, made in Quebec in days before
the tradition of French craftsmanship had quite
died out. The dinner, which was served with great
ceremony, carried out the same idea; there was
soupe aux pois, perdrix aux choux, and graisse de
rot on the side. All round the house were flower beds
in a blaze of bloom, and at the back a large garden
of Hourishing vegetables. (|'he celery of Fort Good
Hope 1s said to be the best in the world. ;"

At Fort McPherson he met John Firth (whose
picture was published in the last Beaver).

“"The elerk in charge, John Firth. was an Orkney
man, who had come out to the Company’s service
as a boy and had risen from dog-runner to factor
through sheer excellence, honesty. and force of
character. He looked like a man of granite-—square,
broad, and powerful-—and there was a formidable
quietness about him which had a compelling effect
on the Eskimo and Indians. T'hcy felt that his cool
grey-blue eves were looking right into their
thoughts. and minded their manners accordingly.™

These are a few of the paragraphs referring to
the Company. The wider interest of the book is in
the leadership which Mitchell aequired without
ﬁ(‘(‘king over tl](" bi’lll(] l')f pr().‘.[)ﬂ("t(‘)rs \\'h() prCSSt‘(]
up the Peel river only to be overtaken by the
winter. Mitchell broke a leg and was cared for by
Indians whose chiel he had beftriended. The narra-
tive frem this point on is an absorbing story of
L.oucheux Indian life. There is a fine candour about
the book, with a frankness of language which per-
haps puts it out of the boys' reading classihcation,
but for any adult with a leaning toward books of
authentic adventure ""'The Golden Grindstone'” can
be recommended. A few paragraphs about the
ultimate destinies of the rest of the parties would
have added considerably to the account but that 1s
a trifling criticism of a good book.— D. M,

“The Search for the North-West Passage,”” by Nellis M.
Crouse. Published by the Columbia Unijversity Press
New York, 71) pages, illustrated; §4.75 in Canada
$4.00 in US

HIS is a very well written and extremely inter-
esting summary of the vovages of discovery from
the beginning of the nineteenth century in search
ol a direct short passage bv sea from the Atlantic
to the Pacific ocean. This Arctic chapter is one of
the most interesting in the history of world explor-
ation, and Mr. Crouse’s book brings the whole
story within the grasp of the average layvman who
has not the time or opportunity to wade through
the long and frequently tiresome records of the
=xplorers themselves.

Mpr. Crouse gives most absorbing summaries of
the following voyages amongst others: Com-
mander John Ross’s two voyvages and that of his
nephew James C. Ross, Licut. (later Sir Edward |
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Parry’'s three expeditions. Sir John Franklin’s twao
overland expeditions, Sir George Back's, those of
[homas Simpson and Peter Warren Dease, and
Dr. John Rae, Commander McClure's wonderful
voyage, Capt. McClintack's and that of Roald
Amundsen 1903-1906. NMany other [amous ex-
plorers. well known to evervone by name, are also
dealt with.

Interesting passages from the records of the
commanders themselves are quoted verbatim and
the reader gets a vivid idea of the terrific hardships
and dangers which the men endured and over-
came ftor the purpose ot locating the elusive chan-
nel between the two oceans, even though it must
have been long since realized it could have little
practical value if it did exist.

Parry was one of the greatest of Arctic naviga-
tors. and the story of his voyages. especially the
first, makes excellent reading. McClure's vovage,
lasting over four vears, when he actually made the
circuit of the North and South American conti-
nents, though having to abandon his vessel in the
undertaking, was another epic. And it must be
remembered this was in the days of sailing ships.
It 1s almost incredible to us today that these men
should havo accomplished what they did without
power. apl John Ross’s Viclery had the first
steam engine to be used in Arctie navigation, and
it proved so unsatisfactory it was thrown over-
board on arrival in the Arctic. to the relief of the
crew, who had toiled unsuccessfully to make 1t
function.

[Franklin's overland expeditions, resulting in the
discovery of 2.000 miles ol our Arctic coast line.
were tremendous trials of endurance and heroic
endeavour, in which he was ably assisted by Rich-
ardson. Back, Hood and other tamous men.
Thomas Simpson and Peter Warren Dease. ser-
vants of our own Hudson's Bay Company, did
brilliant work in penetrating to remote parts of the
Western Arctic coast, as did also IDr. John Rae,
another employee. Every Hudson's Bay man
should be familiar with their achievements, which
arce described in this book.

Roald Amundsen’'s voyvage in the Gjoa at the
beginning of this century. when he completed the
long-sought passage in the only vessel which has
ever done so, 1s fully described. [t has added
interest for us when we recall our own Fort James
hcv-. covered all but two hundred miles of Amund-
sen's route through the Arctic.

Altogether there are hve hundred pages of as
interesting reading as has been brought together
on Arctic exploration under one cover. All works
of reference are quoted in the bibliography and
indicate close research work on the author’s part.
Not only all Company men, but everyvone inter-
ested in the North should read ""The Search for
the North-West Passage.” —R. H.G. B.

" Hudson's Bay Company. a Brief History.”' Published by
the Company at Hudson's Bau House, London, 1934;
sixty-eight pages, 44 illusirations and maps: 75 cenis

ITHIN lLimitations of sixty-eight pages the
effort has been made to compress a truly great
story. It is. of course, one ol the most stirring
stories of commerce and adventure ever known.
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and the difhculties ol condensation must be ap-
parent to even the most casual reader. This brief
history was put together, as the Gov ernor states in
the foreword. for two major purposes: “first. to
meet the growing public demand for some short
narrative, and, second. to encourage the yvoung
men entering the service to read more widely of the
history of the Great Company: for both they and
the Company must benefit from a more real ap-
preciation of great deeds.”

I he brief history is not being launched into the
flood of current literature as a publiahin venture
with a view to prohlx neither is 1t propag :1ndu but
It 15 a L]oml\ knit narrative answering the ques-
tions most ge nnru]ly asked b_\ those who dppro:u:]l
the Company's history seeking facts and guidance.
It i1s available to all the Company’'s service and to
the public at cost— seventy-hve cents. — DM,

“Documents Relating to the North-West Company.” Edited
with intreduction, notes and appendices by W, Stewart
Wallace. M A Toronte. Champlain Society Publication
XX/1, 1934,

Ol\], approaches a new volume of the Champ-
lain Society publications with the assurance that
here will be found sound scholarship, good editing
and worthy book making. This latest volume is not
disappointing. Material in print relating to the
lustory of the North-West Company has been frag-
mentary, and Professor Wallace has here asse m-
bled important documents from the Company
archives in Hudson's Bav House, the ‘N.llplcnn
Library, Montreal, and other sources, which now
comprise the most authoritative book on Nor Wes-
ters yet published. The editor makes a generous
acknowledgement in his pretace of his great debt
to the Governor 'lm‘l Committee, whose ermlsslon
to reproduce archives material made the volume
possible.

It is economic history, and the documents. to-
gether with the historical introduction, make a
dramatic narralive of the rise and fall of a great
Canadian Company. “The story of the Nor"Wes-
ters, though not without its darker pages.is a bril-
liant chapter in the history of Canada,” writes Pro-
feasor Wallace, ""No braver or more picturesque
band of adventurers ever pul it to the touch. to
gain or lose it all. Some of them were French-Cana-

CANADA'S FUR

FOR the third consecutive vear Canada’s [ur
prorlm‘lmn has recorded increases hoth in the
number and value of pc-lls taken. The productinn
of raw furs in the twelve months ended June 30,
1934, had a total value of $12,122.293, compared
with $10,305 154 in the preceding season and $10.-
189,481 i the season 1931-32. The number of pelts
taken was 6,063,391 tn 1933-34, 4,503,558 in 1932-
33. and 4.449.289 in 1931-32. Ontario was the
principal source of furs. furnmishing pelts to the
value of $2,230.030, while Alberta came second with
a production valued at $1.533,799. Silver fox. as
for many vears, is of first importance with a total
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dian traders and vovageurs, the sons of those who
had followed La Verendrye to the rivers and prai-
ries of the West in the dying days of the French
rcglme Others were American frontiersmen who
had served their apprenticeship in the fur trade in
the valleys of the Ohio and the Mississippi. Most
of them were Scottish Highlanders, the sons of
those who had come to Canada in Wolle's army or
as United Empire Loyalists in the American Revo-
lution. The number of them who were connected
with that gallant regiment, the 78th, or Fraser's
Highlanders. is remarkable; and it is no less re-
markable that the numerous r rasers. McTavishes,
and McGillivrays, who played such an important
part in the history of the North-West Company.

nearly all came from Lord Lovat's estates. The
names of the North-West Company partners sound
like a roll-call of the clans at Culloden. These men
were hardy. courageous, shrewd, and proud. They

spent a good part of their lives travelling incredible
distances in birch-bark canoes, shooting rapids. or
navigating inland seas. They were wrecked and
drowned. They suffered hunger and starvation.
They were robbed and murdered by the Indians.
and sometimes by one another. They fell the vie-
tims of smallpox. syphilis, and rum. Yet they con-
quered half a continent. and they built up a com-
mercial umplrL the like of which North America at
least has never seen.’’

The editor-author makes a definite statement on
the controversial subject of the terms of the union.
“It is usual to describe the union brought about in
1821 as an amalgamation of the two companies,
but it is more accurately described as an absorption
of the North-West Company into the Hudson's
Bav Company.”

I'here 1s an appendix to the beook which will
probably make it more frequently referred to in
future than any in the society’s series. This is a
biographical dictionary of two hundred and sixty
Nor 'Westers, many of whom became commissioned
officers of the Hudson's Bay Company. The (':.n:-.u:al
reader into fur trade history will ind these "Who
Who' pages of wonderful value in sorting out 1|1e
five Camerans, the four [Deases, the fourteen
Grants, the eight MeGillivrays .u‘ld the seven
Frasers and others, whose names are so baffling to
any but the thorough student of the pertod.—D. M.

PRODUCTION

value of $5.711,283. Muskrat 1s second on the list
with $1.863.262. and following closelv is mink with
$1.822.755. Although the silver fox is of first im-
portance among the fur-bearing animals of the
Dominion. it has not the most valuable pelt. That
distinetion goes to the fisher. whose pelt brought
an average price of $>3.39, und the silver fox is
second with an average pncc per pclt of $35.83.
Fur Idrmlnxx 1s playing an increasingly important
part in the fur trade ol Canada, and during the
peniod under review the value of pelts from fur
farms amounted to approximately 31 per cent of
the whole.
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John Buchan, as Guest of the Company,
Addresses Rhodes Scholars

The Governor-General Designate of Canada Talks of
Cecil Rhodes and the Empire at a Luncheon Given
by the Governor and the Deputy Governor to Meet
the Canadian and Newfoundland Rhodes Scholars

at the Savoy Hotel,

TPH Governar (Mr. P. Ashley Cooperi,
and the Deputy Governor (Sir Alexander
l{ \lurl ay (" ll‘L‘liurl‘lL)n ] [;11\'( Ull]l)<ll“
gave a luncheon at the Savoy Hotel on
April 25, 1935, to meet the Canadhan and
\cwlmlndlund Rhodes Scholars.

The toast of The King
honoured.

The Governor:

was ln\qll\’
Gentlemen, 1 ask you to
rise and drink. in silence, 1o the memory of
Cecil Rhodes

The toast was honoured.

The Governor: Gentlemen, on behalf ol
mysell and the directors of the Hudson's
Hav Company, | want to say how glad we
are to see vou gentlemen, Rhodes Scholars
from Canada and Newfoundland, with us
today. We are glad to see some of our old
friends again and we are equally glad to
welecome those who are here for the hrst
tirne

Before many vears are passed, vou will,
I hope, be in admmistrative positions of
bumsiness or political unportance m vour
countries, where we ourselves have such
vital inte i. | hike ro think that we are
now getting to know one another so that
in alter years we may co-operale as old
friends in solving the prablems which time
will set before us.

It is with particular pleasure that 1 wel-
come today Mr. John Buchan. i(Hear,
hear; applause.! Mr. John Buchan will
soon take up the great position of Gover
nor-General of the Dominion of Canada.
Mr. Buchan's name 1s a household word to
the great public who have for so long en-
joved hiz books —books of so much learn-
mng, hiterary ability and diversity of inter-
eats that the eircle of his readers 1s spread
far and wide, (Hear, hear. Buot,

as one
may detect n reading Ins books, Mr
Bull]dll 1= .l]‘(u A wise -ll'ICI 1mdun.nnu-

thinker; and | am delighted that Canada
should gel lo know and to y)ppuftl-llc what
wo I'Idv('. r!)l' l(lnl: ('l\j(_)\l‘d uver Il'—"e _ll|‘:
influence of such a distinguished mind.

€ar, ]‘lf‘i'lr: appluuw n.z”y', gcnllcf
men, | am sure that vou will forgive me if
I add thar 1 alwayv take a p:xrli('ul.ur
pleasure in being able to boast to the
world of a brother Sent.

There were present the Governor,
Deputy Governor, and the following
Llll'(‘(‘lur"- Mr. George Allan (chairman
of the Canadian Committee ! [t -Col.
J. B. . Kamlake, Captain Victor Cae-
alet, and Sir Edward Peacock {Rhodes
truslee:!, also Mr. _lulln H\.lt']hxn, I\.1P

iGovernor-General Designate of Can

ada), Re | lon H A L Fisher i Rhodes
trustee), Sir R. Sothern Holland
{Rhodes trustee), the Marguess ol

Lothian (secret ary of the Rhodes Trust )
Sir Campbell Stuart, Lord \lld(ml”dn

Sir Harry I\Il(.uv\..nn Ma).-Gen. Sir
Percy Cox. Sir Roderick Jones, Sir
George MclLaren Brown (Furopean gen-
eral manager, Canadian Pacific Raijlway
Company |, Mr. P. A. C lews (Furopean
mianager ( .:h.u||.|n National Railways

Dr. € K. Allen iwarden. Rhodes
House!, Mr. E. Nillar assistant sec
retary, Rhodes Trust), Mr. P. A. Ches

ter ‘general manager for Canada of the

Hudson's Hay Company !, Mr. Ralph
Parsons Fur Trade Commissioner,
Hudson's Bay Companyl, Mr. F. A

Hudson's
and nineteen Rhodes

Stacpole (London manager,
Bay Company1,
gf!‘()]"'\'

In a gathering such as this, our thoughts
naturally turn towards the Empire and
Cecil Rhodes

‘l'l ryecent ]l\()li“].\ l IJVJ\"L‘ llrlij lllC incf\‘
timable advantage of seeing with mv own
eyves much of the terrain in which Cecil
Rhodes carried out his great work for the
RBritish I mpre My travels have taken me
to the principal areas wherein his life was
lived and his great work accomplished.

1 have visited Bishop Stortiord, where
he was born, Oxford, Cape Town, Kim-
berley, Bulawayo, Salishury, Fort Vie-

toria ‘whieh you will remember was the
scene of bloody massacres!, Umtali, the
Natopos—his  final resting place, and
where, earlier, unarmed, he had advanced
into the midst of hordes of savages In re-
bellion and, by his sympathy and their
confidence 1n his justice. had been able 1o

London, on 25th April 1935.

quell a nsing which Her Majesty's armed
forces had not brought to a decisive con
Clll?vll’)n

lh\s[urv has luld us of Rhodes’ successes
and his failures. but ol necessity she can
only record for the ordinary man the high
Lights of his career. You must visit Africa
before you have a full grasp of the man and
his work. There you can see, not only the
moenuments to his amazing toresight. n-
ittalive and determination, but you will
see also evidence of the meticulous care
with which every detail was supervised.

I have seen there fruits, the {lowers, the
trees, flourishing in Africa, not indigenous
te the soil, bat seught out by ham in all
the countries of the earth and hrought 1o
Africa Lo benefit his people.

Writers sometimes depict Cecil Rhodes
as i ruthless, determined man, often hasty
in his conclusions, Impet ucus 1n his action:
but in Africa vou will ind ample evidence
ol the care of his investigations and of his
panence. “hcm\(r You go, vou \\l" lll‘-ll
staries of his thoughtfulness, his kindneas,
and his constant snd warm-hearted gen
erosity. Une of his friends told me that
w ‘IL".‘L'\Y‘.'T any ‘\TrlIS:)":hl'h: young man was
mentioned to hin he would ask: “ls he a
worker?'’ and then "How can 1 help him ™

The effect of his mspiration s such o= 1
have never experienced in any country.
There are men 1n Africa today, his com-
panions dunnw his lifetime, whose one
desire in hie 1» to do what they think he
would have wished them 1o du and to do
it 1n just the manner in which he would
have wished it done.

You, gentlemen, the trustees, and par-
ticularly vou, the Rhodes Scholars, have
the great privilege of mmterpreting Cecil
Rhodes’ last will and testament, his wish
to creale a band of men llllnllu_lu)ul the
world 1mbued with the desire for public
service for the betterment of mankind

In whatever \.[J]i vou choose to do
yvour work, vou will need preat wisdom,
greal courage and, what | wish for you
tnost sincerely, the best of luck. | Applause

Gentlemen. | am gomg to ask vou to
dnnk a 1oast. You have not done that here
before, but 1 would hke to ask you lo
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drink to the health of the Rhodes Schalars,
and upon this occasion | am going to couple
1t with the name of Mr, John Buchan. |
am sure, gentlemen, that you will join
with me n wu-alum;', to Mr. Buchan God-
speed in the execution of his great othce.
{Applause.! Gentlemen, | give vou the
toast of Mr. John Buchan and the Rhodes
Schelars.  tApplause.

The toast was enthusiastically honoured.

Mr. John Buchan, M.P.: Nr. Chair-
my lords and gentlemen, this is a
very pleasant oceasion, | am honoured to
be the guest of this ancient and famous
Company, as vou ull are, and | am de-
lighted to meet so many fellow-members
of the University of Oxford. But | am told
thar | have got to talk to yvou, and it 15 not
very easy after the kind and embarrassing
way m which your chairman has intro-
duced me. | feel that | would much rather
that you talked to me. | am going in a few
months’ time to the country from which
vou come, and there are a great many
things that | should like to ask vou which
would be very valuable for me to know.

I may say one word to begin with about
our hosts. | feel that justice has never
quite been done in the writing of imperal
history te the work of these great com-
panies of merchant adventurers who blazed
the trail for the Lmpire: the Russia Com-
pany long ago, the lLevantine Company,
your own Hudson's Bay Company, and in

ater times the British Central Africa Com-
pany, the Niger Company and the British
South Africa Company. | am delighted to
hear from your chairman that you are
taking your records seriously and that vou
are founding a record society, for there is
no more romantic story, [ am sure, in the
whole world than the story of Hudson's
Bay. {Hear, hear.} These merchant com-
panies were like pointer dogs; they went
out to hnd game, and, unhke badly bred
dogs, they did not eat the game, but they
brought 1t back. They did the blazing of
the trail and all the pioneer and founda-
tion work, and when they had made the
rudiments of a nation the British E mpire
stepped in and took it over. These were
the great days of ploneering, and l|u-u\' are
gone, but | do not feel that the work of
the chartered companies 15 done. | believe
that we are going to see a revival of that
kind of work. Now that | am no longer a
politician, | can talk freely, and 1 believe
that in the very difficult business of govern-
ment 1n the future we are going to make
far more use of the pnivate citizen than we
have done in the past. Clearly the state
cannot manage great enterprises itself, and
I think that the form that you are going Lo
have very much more frequently mn the
future i1s some kind of private organization
to run works ol semu-public Importance,
managed by  private individuals with
private capital under the aegis of the state
For example, when things improve | be-
lieve that emigration will be properly con-
ducted only on some such lines as a char-
tered company, which can acquire a great
tract of country and, using the best busi-
ness talent ava ilable, can devt‘lup that
country for purposes of settlement. 1 be-
lieve that chartered companies are going
to have in the future a career very different
but quite as distinguished as they have had
in the past,

I would like to say one word on the
subject about which your chairman has
spoken, Cecil Rhodes. 1 had the privilege
of knowing him in the last year of his life,
when | was & very young man and he was

)

man,

a sick and a dying man. | rernember that
h(: g-l\'l: me a S:I'(‘l\l (ll.'lll Of ild\'ll‘(.'. dnd l
will pass en one bit 1o you. He said: "As
vou go through life you will have a lot ta
do with both rogues and fools.”” He said:

"1 prefer rogues. You will find them easier
to deal with. You can make your beok
with the rogue, hut the foal 1s incalcu-
lable.” | suppose that Cecil Rhodes must
rank as one of the two or three greatest
Englishmen in the last century of our |
tory, a member of that very alnd“ Llusa-
who were makers of nanions, like Bismarck
and Cavour. Cecil Rhodes was the most
extraordinary great man that | have ever
known, because he was the least explicit.
He had no power whatever of putting his
thoughts into words, He dreamt great
dreams and when he tried 1o expound them
they turned out to be ordinary platitudes.
Therefore, he was driven from words to
deeds. He could only show his faith by
doing things: by making Rhodesia, by
making that corridor for Britain from the
Cape to Cairo, and by his marvellous last
will and testament. Mr. Kipling. you will
remember. has seized that point in his
famous obituary verses. He could only
show his dreams in deeds, but he showed
them. 1 agree entirely with what the chair-
man has said, that Cecil Rhodes' vision of
Empire has often been grossly misunder-
stood. There was no cheap militarism in 1.
There was none of that bloodshed to the
strains of a brass |’).Ind which seems to be
the ardinary definition of imperialism, He
had the widest and most humane vision of
the Empire. He saw the FEmpire as an inner
fellowship based upon race and tradition,
but he saw 1t «lso as a subordinate fellow-
ship of a far greater fellowship of the na-
tions. | remember that in alimost the last
talk that I had with him he asked me my
age and | told him that | was twenty-three.
He said: “"You are voung. You will see it
all, and [ am dying and | will not.” But if
lhis spirit can see the development of the
Empire since he died | believe that he will
be content, lor the IZmpire has developed
upon the lines that he foresaw. | am quite
certain that Cecil Rhodes would welcome
our new ('On(‘cpliun of the Domimions as
an allance of independent sovereign states
bound together by one tradition under one
Crown, r|nd n]}'l(l‘.’c ‘III I am Vveéry cerlain
that he would welcome the idea of the Em-
pire as the first practical exposition of the
L.eague of Nations, a great federation
covering a large part of the globe with-
in which lhen: cannot under any concelv-
able circumstances be any possibility of
strife.

Lastly, gentlemen. | want, if | may, 1o
sayv one word about Oxford. | believe that
the secret of success in life 1s the amassing
of loyalties. After my own national loyalty
I think that 1 am inclined to put Oxford
next. It 1s a most extraordinary place, as
vou have discovered. It is a kind of micro-
cosm of the British Empire, for there you
have, as in our Empire, the strongest
minor attachraents and luyultics, the most
vigorous of college patriotisms. My own
Lolleqc was [lr-l.‘:r(‘nl‘l:ru, -lnd l dl'.!-_\' anyoneg
to say that there isx a better. | hope that
every person here will say the same thing
about his college. In the old days these
college loyalties were very strenuous af-
fairs. As an Irishman said, the colleges
tought bitter and regular, like man and
wife. You had a group of northern col-
leges. like Brasenose and others, which
were always allied against the western and
southern colleges. Wadham, for example
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was a4 weslern l‘uunddlion, a west country
college. When James the First came to the
throne of Fngland he had the audacity to
attempl 1o putl in a Scolsman as a Fellow
of Wadham. The governing body of Wad-
hamn rose as one man. Lhey said: Ir, we
are loval subjects of Your Majesty, and we

desire to obey Your Majesty in all things,
but to make a Scotsman a Fellow of our
college would be hateful to Almighty
God.” (Laughter. | But with all this vigor

ous college lovalty then and teday you
have, as in the Empire. the over-master-
Ing luvullv of Oxford ll\c"

Oxford 1s a microcosm in another way:
She is a microcosm of England. To under-
stand Oxford will enable you to under-
stand England. England 1s an extraordin-
arily difficult thing to understand tor a
foreigner like myself, and most of you
gentlemen. She does not wear her heart on
her sleeve. She is a bundle of paradoxes.
She has many sacred things which she
loves to make light of. She is the most
wonderful flat-catcher in the world. [t
takes a long time 1o understand the mean-
ing of England. She has an extraordinary
gift for under-statement, or what gram-
marians call meosis. | remember once dur-
ing the War visiting a section of the line
in the course of my duties where an Eng-
]Ibh rc).',in'u:nl was next duor Lo an Amcri
can regiment. There had been a “'strafe’”
that morning. | talked to an American
corporal, and he gave me a most wonder
ful description of 1t, a magnificent piece of
pictorial prose talked to an English
sergeant, and | said: “"You have had some
trouble this moming.”” He ‘-uld: “Well, sir,
the kaiser, he was a bit “asty.” That curi-
ous quality of understatement of IZngland
&) mllu.llnllg to which we have got to gel
(lccu.'ilonlcd-

I do not believe that there 1s any better
place for understanding FEngland than Ox-
ford, for there vou realize what England
1s built upon, a long descent aund close
touch with her long history. and, at the
same time, open eyes to the future. That
combination gives yvou the most valuable
things 1in life, a clean critical mind, and a
true sense ol perspective. [ you acquire
the spirit of Oxford you will acquire these
things, and there is no greater blessing in
life, for no man, and no country, can face
the future with confidence and hope un-
less they are deeply rooted in the past
Oxfard 15 very old, and she 1s also very
young. She is alive to every modern prob-
lem, hul, at the same time, she never loses
touch with her ancestry. She changes often
with dazzling rapidity, but she always re-
mains the same Gentlemen, you will not
be far wrong if vou think of Oxford as a
type ol that City of the Soul which we all,
individuals and nations alike, must build
for ourselves if we would fulfil our destiny.

Oxford gives you these great advantages
but, remember, that Oxford exacts a price.
She 1s an old witch, and onece she casts her
spell upon you vou will never get away
from it. Once vou accept her vou are bound
for life to an honourable bondage. You
may never sce her again afler you go down
but vou will only be let off on a ticket of
lc-«vc, and, what s more. vou will never
want to be released. You will have all
kinds of other loyalties: lovalty to the Em-
pire, to your own nation, to your own home,
to your protession, and wvour old univer-
sity, but there will be no loyalty stronger
than hers. You will never forget Uxtord,
and vou will always be proud to call your-
sell hier servants and her sons. .Apphu.we.
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LONDON OFFICE NEWS

DllRl\'(J the past three months we have
had the pleasure of seeing the following
Allan,

gentlemen in London: Mr. (G W
Canadian (:()fl'll!llll(‘c,

Chairman of the
Mr P A Chester, General Manager for
Canada; Mr. Ralph Parsons, Fur Trade
Commussioner: Mr. H. P. Warne and Mr.
W, Conn, Fur Trade Commissioner = office.
On 25th April, the Governor and the
I\L‘ raty Governor held lun- heon at the
f.un,\ Iotel in honour n!’ the Canadian
and Newloundland Rhodes scholars
Amongst the distinguished

company

present  were Sir FEdward Peacock,
CN.O, L. -Col. J. B. P. Karslake, J. 2.,
Cuaptain Vicior Cazaler, M.C. M.FP., Mr

G W Allan, K.C., Mr. P A Chester, Mr
Ralph Parsons, Mr. I'. A, Stacpole, Mr

John Buchan, CGovernor General Desig
nate of the [’onunmn of Canada, Colonel
Sir George Mcl.aren Brown, K.B.E., Furo

urnr-r.ll niandger ()' Ihl‘ (‘\n.u‘lmn

pean

Pacihe Railway Company, Nr P, AL
Clews, FEuropean manage Canadian
Mational Ratlways, and Sir Campbell
Stuart, K.B.E.

The Il)“nuuncv Rhodes scholirs were pres
ent Messrs. F M, Bourne, W T. Brown,
]. Chapdelaine, A. G [,nn[, er, (1 5 Cowan,

Fur Trade Commissioner's Office

The Fur Trade Commissioner left Win-
mipeg on March 16 for England, sailing on
the Majestic from New York. He arrived
back in Mew York on the Georgre and, after
stopping off at Montreal tor a day or two,
reached Winnmipeg Mayv 17, He will leave
again shortly on annspeetion trip that will
include the north shore posts ol the Gulf
of 5. Lawrence and the Labrador posts
probably as far north as Hebron, The trip
will be made on the Company’s motor
vessel Fort Amadjuak, which is now being
made ready at Lachine, Quebec.

FI. P. Warne accompanied the Fur Trade
Commissioner to l.ondon and attended the
L4 orupnn}ﬁ ‘\1.1_v sale. He returned on the
Geargic to Nesw Yurk and wvisited eastern
fur purchasing agencies on his way back.

W. M. Conn 1s at present enjoying a
long deferred holiday 1in Northern lre
land, having =sailed from New York on the
Transuleania April 13, This is his first visit
to his native land since he left it twenty-
three VEATS ago.

The Nascopie 1s being prepared at Halhi-
tax for her 1935 vovage to the stern
Arctic, Captain Smellie left Winnipeg ai
the end of April to supervise her overhaul
and muke preparations for the voyage.

Among out of town visitors at the athce
during the past few months we note the

R. Duder, W, J. Garnett, 1. C. Haweo, W
R. Jackett, P. . 'Ecuver, D, C. F. Lloyd,
.ID.Mclachlin, P.D. MeTaggart-Cowan,
! L. Morton, ]. E. Nadeau, 5. Rands,
[3. P Wallace

Mr. 'red Smith, one of the most ex
perienced musquash sorters in the ware
house, has been presented
and Committee with a L*ultl watch suitably
insertbee to mark the J_(llTlplL‘llL'l(I ol hfty
years in the Company's service

‘l-rl(' t(!lll'l\\“l‘\f Iy |}|l‘l“- (,' l‘l‘l‘ ( -.1l1.1||5-'.rl
Far Trade staff have recently spent part af
their leave studving the grading of [urs in
the London warchouse: Messrs. ] € Me
Gabbon, 5t. Lawrence Ungava; ] G, Cor
mack, St Lawrence Ungava: Fred Hans
lev, Mackenzie- Athabasca: W. A. Heslop,
Nelson River: FF. B. Milne, Western Arctic;
R. H th{uul, Western .-—\ln’ln,. and ] A
Burgesse, St. Lawrence Ungava.

COn 18th March Mr. J Chadwick Brooks
d(:“vcrc'd a lec ture at the ”r-rmnndw::y
Central Library on the history of the Hud
son's Bay Company. The lecture was illu
strated with hlms relating to the Ceom-
pany ‘s activities. 1t was |-\'ln-n|(’]y well re-
ceived and has subseguently been pab
lished in the Fur Recard

&

by the Governor

E FUR TRA

following . Fred Gaudet, retired employee,
from 5St. Lambert, Que., who puasse
through on his return from a visit to the
Coast: Bashop Turquetil, on his wav from
Churchill to Montreal; W. l'lullnn, Te
tired employee. from The Pas; Mrs. H. M
b, T oller, The Pas: lhnnl.n ]‘l-l\t"l‘k ol
Alfred [ra&Lr, Inc., New York: Col. J. K.
Carnwall, FEdmontoen: Bishop Dewdney ol
L.Lg\hnhn Rishop Brevnat and Father
Lefebvre, of the Mackenzie River: Bishop
Geddes, of the Yukon; Archdeacon Faries,
of York Factory. and ""Punch™ Dickens,
of Canadian Airwavs, E.dmonton

At the fur purchasimg agencies the fol
lowing changes have heen noted : The Cal-
garyv, Prince Rupert and Quebec agencies
have been closed {or the BCARON \ “"l‘l(l'

The Fur Trade News is always as
timely ax the qum'lcrfu “Beaver''  can
make it, with the result that ¢t is reccived
al the latest [.mnifvlv haur. Rl'urr'[af!,y the
space allotted to the district news (n this
issue was nol nnll'qlnrh' and some ilems
had to be omitted. It is hoped that those
who contribute this very important maleri
al will continue. undiscouraged. to send
their usual genevous accounts of who's
wha and what’ s new for future "Beavers ™'

Ed

A deposition made by Radisson in 1694
s recently been discovered 1in the Pubilu
Recard othice which shows that 1n or about
1662 he and des Graseilliers, when on the
went 1o New England and
there discoursing with Colonel Nicoll, gov-
ernor ol New York, and with other Eng
lishmen, were persuaded by them to pre
ceed to Fngland instesd of to France and
te lay belore Kln'_g( harles |1 thesr scheme
for setthng factones in Hudson Day

They obitamed an mmterview with the
Kllu: i 1665, but awing to the Diuteh wars
the venture to Hudsan Bay did not actual
Iy take place until three years later, that
15 in 1G6H

Another interesting document which has
recentlv come to hight i1s a lengthy report of
John Nixon, Governor ot Hudson Bav in
1682, This has been discovered in the Boyle
pPapers amangst the records of the Rayal
Saciety

Relerence was made to the anniversary
ol the Company’s toundation in the special
Empire programnre broadcast from Lon
don at 145 a.m, London time, on the
morming of 3rd Mav 1t will he interesting
to hear il any of the Company's stafl in
Canada heard this broadcast

wayv to France

il)x: -III('{ l \‘C'uﬂllh(m l\-n.-l' Lc('n translerred
to the Mackenzie River 1 ransprorl A M
Jones s at Seattle; L G, Tasse 1v assinting
at Montreal: 5. C. Loltree. who underwent
a serious (’lFl('l;l‘Il)rl sorme time ARG, 15 NOw
recovered and 1s back at work at the
Toronto agency: . Farris has gone to
Temagami for the summer months.

W, Black wisited the line posts in the
Supenor-Huren and British Columbaa dis
tricts during the past quarter

The Company s fur farra at Bird's Hill
s ll-l\lrll' a very '4’1((("\\"'1 SCadoOn ac (\.‘rll
ing to the reports coming in from dav to
dav. The Lest dav vielded twenty one fax
pups frem three litters, a six. seven and
an eight, all alive and healthv.

V. Blowey reports that there is a mark-
ed increase in the number of muskrats at
the “lu_p Rock marsh this spring

W. Wright, at Bird’s Hill, suffered a sad
logs in the death of his elder daughter on
February 15

W O Douglas visited the Steep Rock
marsh illnnnt the 1&\lll-r parl of 1\1"\“‘1.

It 12 with regret that we have to record
the |m.-..‘.:'n{{ ol two old L‘lnployucs loscph
Lvons, who joined the Companv in 1876
and retired manager of the Winnipey
Depot  hordware m 1924, and
Callies, who entered the service in 1878
and alter thirtyv-mix yvears service at varl
ous posts in Jomes Bay retred 1in 1914,

Danald
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British Columbia District

During the latter part of February the
Fur Trade Commissioner and R. H. G.
Bonnycastle visited Hazelion, Kitwanga
and Port Simpson, and proceeded from
there to Vancouver by way of Prince Ru-
pert. The district manager met therm at
Smithers and travelled with them to
Hazelton and Kll\vdnqd; he then left ro
inspect Babine, and later visited Stewart,
B.C., before returming to Vancouver.

While on his trip the district manager
visited Prince George and made arrange-
ments tor Mr. Chas. H. Van Somer to
handle our treight ta Mcleod's Lake, Fort

Grahame, Whitewater and Finlay Forks
dlllln\! lllk‘ LOIMINE sctason
Nawvigation on the Sukine rniver is ex-

pected to commence about the middle of
May, and in this connection Mr. A, W_H
Smith. of the Barrington Transportation
Company, called at district ofhce to dis-
cuss treighting from Wrangell to Telegraph
Creck. Messrs, Marion & Hope will again
freight for us across the portage from Tele-
graph Creck to Dease lake, and on lake
and niver from the latter point to Me-
Dames Creck snd Liard.

W, G Cusp, of Kitwanga, underwent an
operalion tor .ip[mnrlirilm early in March
During his absence W. .. Burk carried on
at the post, with the uxslsldl)Lc of Alan W.
Cray, who was tempaorarnily transferred
trom Hazelton. Mr. Crisp wvasited distnict
office during his canvalescence and was able
to return to duty at the end of the month.

.-'\lnung the recent wvisutors 1o district

oflice in Vancouver were: A, FL. Doe, of
lhc Stores Construction Department; C.
F. Joslyn, manager, [and l)c-pmlm«-nl
and W, Black. of the Fur Trade Commis-
sioner's ofhice. Mr. Black, aceampanied by
Mr. Doe, visited a number of points in
British Columbia with a view to extending
our operations, Mr. Black also visited
Fort 5t. James, Hazelton, Kitwanga and
Port Simpson posts.

On 8th April our Old Fort Babine post
was completely destroyed by fire. ['he baild
ing was renled ane used as a combined
store and dwelling, and, while most ol our
equipment was lost, we were able, through
the efforts of the manager, assisted by some
of the natives, to save the bulk of the mer-
chandise. We are carrving on in another
rented building untl such time as it s
dcﬁnllcl}. decided whether we butld or not.

A scarcity of moose and caribou is re-
ported from Whitewater and Fort Gra-
hame. with the result that there is a short-
age of fresh meat in that district.

v the ume this goes to press, Wm.
Glennie, formerly of Nelson River dis-
trict and ar present assisting at Hazelton,
will have been transterred to the charge
of MecDanmes Creek post, relieving T.
Perry.

Ter(‘ s llkL‘l\‘ to bL LOl\!‘nI(J.Lr-ll)l(' mining
activity in the viamity of McDames Creek
this summer, as it 1s reported there is evi-
dence of a large gold ore bodv.

Mackenzie- Athabasca District

The Fur fr.ulc Commissioner, accom-
panied by H. G Ronnu.nllc visited
dennlon in l*ehrudr\. on his way west.

Inspector John Milne arrived at Exdmon-
ton I6th March, having come out from
Fort Nelson by dog-team via Fort St.
John. On 19th” March he lefr for Fort
Chipewyan, travelling to Fort McMurray

by tramn and from Fort MeMurray 1o Fort
Chipewyan by aeroplane.

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Clark. who have
recently spent their furlough in New Z
land. and L. A. C. ©. Hunt, who spent his
turlou gh in E n;]und returned to Canada
at the end of March, and Mr. Bruce Clark
s lclllporarll\ asmisting at Fort McMurray
but will take charge of a post atrer open
witter. Mr. Hunt will temporarily assist at
Fort Chipewvan until open water. when he
o will be placed in ¢harge of a post.

T. Winchester, assistant at Fort Me-
Murr.ly post, procesded to 3cotland on
furlough in Apnl.

The district manager, after visiting sev-
eral Mackenzie River section posts as far
down as Fort Smith, also visited the Peace
River section posts and returned to Ed-
monton in the middle of March.

Visitors to [Edmonton during March
were: W. Black, of our Winnipeg Ofhice:
W. G Purcell, whl) is proceeding Lo the

caast afler a strenuous trapping season 1N
the Western Arctic; M. McKinnon, of
LeGoll post, was also a visitor to Edmon-
ton in Narch.

The Edmonton depot has moved and is
located at 101149 [04th Street.

Although 1. A C. O. Hunt never tald
u-« anything about it when passing through

Edmonton, we read in the press the lulluw—
ing interesting news: Mr. and Mrs G
C. Hunt, of London, England, announce
the engagement of their son, leonard, of
Fort Chipewyan, Alberta, to lHelene, ¢l-
dest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alberta
Revers, of Montlieu, Charente Infericure,
[:r.'lnl'(‘ 17

The Peace river at Peace River town
broke up and the ice went out on Monday,
22nd April, 1935,

J. Loutit, of Fort Chipewyan post,
left Fort \ILNlurr.n on his annual fur
spring buying trip down the Athabasca
li\’L'r on .led 1\-1.1_\ .l l]l.' IT;PI s l)‘:lllﬂ lllddc
by scow and Mr. Loutit 1s said to be the
first to get away from Fort McMurray
since: the river apened up this spring

1t 1s with the deepest regret that we have
to announce the death of Mr. A. N. Blake
at Fart McPherson, Northwest Territories,
on Wednesday, 24th April. Mr. Blake is
survived by a widow and a faurly large
family to wham our sincere sympathy is

extended.

Mackenzie River Transport

Right Rev. A. H. Sovereign, Bishop of
Athabasca, has returned from a very suc-
cessful visit to the Old Country. Monew
raised in England would provide new
churches, new rectories and funds for
greater missionary work in the diocese.

Congratulations to Mr. M. L.. Ryan, of
R_\.un Brorhcr:. Smith l)oll.u,c contrac-
tors, on the accasion of his wedding, which
took place during his recent visit to Win-
nipeg. Miss Swain, of Edmonton, Alberta,
was Lhe bride

L. D. Hughes, of Winnipeg depot, took
over the duties of accountant to the Trans-

port Department on March 12th, vice
G. H. McKay. transterred o Winnipeg
depot.

J. A. Davis, shipvard foreman, left Win-
nipeg for Tar lsland shipyard on 22nd
March to start the wark of overhauling
the various craft at that point n readi-
ness for open water

Father ] C Lufcbv re called at the Win-
mpeg othce and discussed various trans-

THE BEAVER, June 1935

port matters on his way through lrom
Montreal to Fort McMurray.

The manager visited the mining com-
panies in Toronto during April and on his
return Lo \"rlnnlp(:t: proceeded to Peace
River in connection with the boats opera-
ted from that point

The balance of the staff moved from
Winnipeg towards the end of Aprll and
opened up the summer at ‘aterways
Mr. Wilding, who is attached to ll’ll:_[rd'l]\
port Deparument for the summer, arnved
at Waterways Apnl 24th,

F. Hanslev, of Waterways warehouse,
called at the Winnig office on his re-
lurn from a lnp to ll’lL Old Country on

Apnl 3rd.

Western Arctic District

Inspector Win. Gibson has continued his
inspection of the eastern section of the
district, wisiing DBathurst Inlet, Foru
Hearne, Reid lsland and Bernard Har-
bl)ur h’oln “'hel(,' ]l(' wit Il lunlllll](' Lo l l]k
tovaktuk on beard the Fort James at the
opening of navigation.

Mr. Gibson travelled as far as Kugar-
vuak by snowmobile, where engine lruululu
developed and he took to the slower but
surer dog-team pending repairs. Certain
structural weaknesses developed 1n the
machine, due to the unusual nature of
the conditions met with, but these were
largely overcome with the help of George
MelLend, who can repan anything from a
sewing machine to a ship. Some 1,200 miles
were covered this winter and with the
engine 'rlllll'll(_' (= llr('(l nhln}' more \'lwﬂllld hL‘
added.

Much to our disappeintment, the
schooner Sea Otter, which left Tuktoyak-
tuk last September with supplies for Fort
Collinson, was unable to reach its des-
tination before freeze up and was forced
to winter at De Salis Bay on Banksland.
The weather conditions of last fall will
l()ng be remembered in the Western Arctic
hlr llu-n‘ svvurlt_\.',

Capt. J. Summers reports all well and
comlurmhlv on board the Fort James dur-
ing the winter. We think the Christmas
programme carrted oul by Capt, Summers,
Engineer Larry White, Seamen [saac Mer
cer and W. Starkes and Trapper Harry
Sites, who joined the crew for Christmas,
reflects credit on all of the parucipants,
Here it 1s:

I. Two songs, "Memories™ and “"All the
Nice (Girls Love a Sailor.” Seaman lsaac

r\ 1 ereer

2. Song, "Deon't Call Us Cotnmon Sail-
ors Any More,”' Scaman Starkes.
3. Song, "In the Boxcar,” Irapper Harry
Sites.
4. Song, “'In the Moonlight,”" Engi-
llcer IAJ]'r\’ “ llllc
& A\!Ol11)loi:ul'. Thl‘ct W’i.‘.'llcb.'l C\‘lp-

tain Summiers.

6. "Extracts from Beaver re Old Time
Christmas's by HL B C Employees,” Cap
tain Summers.

. Chorus, “"Ode toe Newiocundland. ™
Messrs. \Vhiu: Starkes and Mercer.

8. Duet, "My Little Grey Home in the
West,” Messrs. White and Mercer.

Next each man present proposed three
healths in each case the health of the
proposer’'s own family was his first toast,
after which came prosperity to the Com-
pany and a successtul season of navigation
in 1935, Finally the crew plcds;ed their
loyalty to Capt. Summers, singing ~“We'll
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Never l.et the Old Flag Fall,”" after which
"God Save the King" brousht a happy
evening to a close just | 500 miles north
of Winnipeg.

Apprentice lan Wilson. who was des-
tined for Bathurst inlet last fall but was
nurnpc“crj Lo .\penll the winter at (‘upp{‘rr
mine owing to the lateness ol the : on
on his arnival there, has now proLcrLlcd ta
his original destination by dog-team.

Arrangements have been made with the
Lepartment of National Defence to es
tablish a temporary radio station at luk—
lo‘.ukluk for the current season of navi-
gation. This will serve a definite want and
contribute to the growing importance ot
this point.

Our old friend P. Patmaore will be miss-
ing this year in the Western Arcuc to the
great regret of evervone there. He goes to
Montreal to load the N capie, while his
good work at Tukiovakiuk will be ably
carried on by J Neely, of Regina fur pur-
chasing agency, whom we heartily wel-
come to this interesting and active spot
on the shore of the Arcue Ocean,

Mr. and Mrs. W. P Johnsion were
transferred to Alkavik from Herschel
Island April, making the trip by dog-
team, Mr. John=on will remain with J. H.
Bonshor preparatory ta uklnx: over the
post in the fall, when Mr. and Mrs. Bon-
shor come out on furlough.

Saskatchewan District

C. M. Colling, manager at Norway
House post, arrived in Winmpeg on Febru-
ary |8 1o undergo medical treatment, and
returned 1o his post en February 24,

We extend our congratulations to Mr.
and Mrs. T. McEwan, Lac Ronge, on
the birth of a son on February 27.

A. M. Chalmers, manager at Fort Alex-
ander poat, visited us in March.

G. Boyd, temperarily in charge of
Cross Lake post, returned to |nn|p¢_g on
March 28, He reports that Mr. Denton has
now fully recovered from his illness and
hos again taken over his duties. Mr. Boyd
has had to undergo an operation himself
but is progressing favourably.

Rev. W. W. Shonp. United Church
ml-.-nr)nar\. paid us a visit on March 12
i . Roas, .\ldn]cy. .urom]mnu.-d \Irs.

R()H'ﬁ ln Winnipeyg, arriving on March 21.
We understand Mrs. Ross has to unde *TRO
lll(‘dll dl treatmend c\ll(i “ll] l_N. llLtniIl]l‘Ll ln
Winnipeg for some considerable time. We
.l]“l() \‘\'lﬂh :\1'['"! HOS‘! a ‘i[)(’cd\ Tecovery.

According to a report received from
Beren's River post, D. Paterson, manager
at that paint, had a severe .Jll.n.k of
influenza during March. We are pleased
to hear that he has now fully recovered and
15 on duty again.

Mr. Floyd Brooks, of Brooks Airways
Limited. Prince J\"\(rl paid a visit to the
OH‘l(c llll‘l monlll L dl'\() ll-ld a Vl‘\ll frolll
Mr. Mayson of the M. & C. Aviation Com-
pany. Saskatoon.

We welcome to Saskatchewan district
Andrew Stewart and Robert Rankin, who
have been engaged as apprentice clerks
and appointed to Fort Alexander and
Beren's River respectively.

Our visitors Lo district office in April in-
cluded rthe following: [D. |. Birse and C.
Richardson, prospectars, who are agamn
returning to the God's Lake region for the
summer: G. C. M., Collins, manager of
Norway House post, who arrived in Win-
nipeg on April 10 on business connected

with the freighting of miming suppiies from
Norway House to points north; C‘Ln.:t:-lnl
Rose and Staft Sergeant Nelson, ol The
Pas detachment of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, who were in Winnmipeg 1n
April, during which time they were in-
vested with long service medals by the
Governor-Cienera

W W, Lowrie, of Fort Alexander post,
has been transferred to Lac la Ronge post
a« assistant, replacing | D). Law, who has
been appointed to temporary charge aof
Stanley

l.itlur l‘{ A. T'.A”)ul, dxnlric[ manager,
and W. C. Rothnie returned to the office
on .-‘\prll 5, having completed a 2,500 mile
journeyv. All posts in the lsle a la Crosse
sector were visited, visited -
River, Lac la Ronge and Stanleyv. Nontreal
Lake and Pelican Narrows were also in-
spec ted, and the return to Winnipez made
via Cross l.ake, Norway House, Poplar
River and Beren's River pouts A stay of
eleven and « hall days at Cross Lake was
unlooked tor on account of weather con-
ditions, when flving was at an absolute
standstill.

alsn Souns

Nelson River District

F. Brown, acting district manager,
campleted his winter inspection trip of the
Northern Manitoba posts and returned o
Winniper on 2lst March, 1935

The R, €. M. Police winter packet from
Chesterfield Inlet arnved at Churchill on
I5th March with mail froni Baker L.lkc,
Chesterfield, Tavane, Eskimo Point, Pad-
ley and Nonala posts. The staif at these
points are all in excellent health

S. J. ilofty! Stewart, manager of Ches-
terheld Inlet post, accompanied the police
packet to Churchill and arrived in Winnipeg
with the district manager on 21st March.
He intends o spend a few davs in Winni-
peg and will then proceed to Scotland for a
well earned furlough. J. M. 5. Meleod,
unul rL'u:nll). rlt'l‘k ut Baker Lake post is
temporanly mn charge of Chesterfield Inlet

post and will remain there untl S, ).
Stewart returns.
Jean Caux, of Severn, Ontario, visited

district oﬂuc towards the end of March,
bringing mail .u)d up-to-date news lrom
that point. I Mr. Caux is undoubtedly one

of the “hardy pioneers,” for he walked all
the way, dragging a toboggan, from
Severn, Ontario, to Gillam, Manitoba, at

which point he ook the trasn for W Innmipeg.
He informs us that he has punhuwrf a
farm in the vicinity of Winnipeg and in-
tends to upply his t'nf.'rgic:-‘ in that direc-
tion in {uture.

March 30 was a red letter day for
Churchill. A dog derby, sponsored hy
Churchill’s progressive b(mrd of trade,

formed the feature attraction. The race
wils nver a course starting the Com-
pany's store at New Chure across Lo
the old post and back to the starting poimnt
The race was won by Carl Johnson in un
elapsed time of one Imur eight minutes and
twenty seconds. A bridge drive and dance
marked the end ol the duy's activities and
was voted « big succe

5. A Keaighley, manager of Caribou post,
ln.nJc a lrlp to Qhun Ill” b).‘ cluq team 1n
order to arrange for the freighting of his
spring supphies. J. Harvey, who spent
the winter at Caribou, accompanied him
and is now located at Fort Churchill until
“open water,”  when he will resume his sum-
mer duties on the M.3. Fort Secvern.
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Amongst the visitors 1o this ofhce during
the last month were | Meoar, of Wings
Limited, and C. M Gordon, of Pine Falls
The latter 15 a son of the late € H. M
Gordon, a Company pensioner.

Superior-Huron District

Istoiet NManager M. Cowan left Winni-
peg on Foth March to inspect Temagarm,
Matnice. Peterbell, Missanabie, NMonu

zamhert, Nipigon and Dimorwic posts
W Bl..d\, of the Fur Trade Commis
stoner's ofthice, wvisited Nipigon, Monti

zambert, Missanabie and Dinorwic posts
during February and March.

W. H. Houston, formerly at Moose
Factory, has been stationed at Sioux Look
out post for several months.

- avlor. manager of Long lake
was a visitor to Winnipeg for several
during March

Two live isher have lately been shipped
trom | unwtluunc House post to the Comn
pany’s fur farm at Bird's Hill In spite of
their lul]\, l!l.[) in small cages, the animals
arrived in very good rnndu]on

The tram line across the Ear Falls por
tage is bewng rebuilt. |t 1s propoesed to put
in a double track and an electrie hont will
replace the steam one previously used.

AL Hill, elerk in charge of 5t, Anthony
Mines outpost, and M. A, Wakeman, clerk
at Bucke post. were recent wvisitors at
district ofhee.

R. A. de Denus, of Winnipeg,
ungmuw] for mervice at Marttice post,
left for that pomnt on the evening of 25th
Apnl.

G. MeKeon, of the Winnipeg retail store,
will visit Hudson, Sioux [Lookout, Nipigon
and Red Lake posts early in May on a
Sprec jal made-to-measure suit and overcoal
sales campaign.

A new acroplane service has been inst
tuted between Minak: and Rc(l Lake. The
frst plane left Minaki on the 3th instant

prost,

has been
a nll

James Bay District

Considerable excitement was occasioned
among the natives on Agamiski sland by
the appearance of a large Greenland whale
which had evidently wandered [ar [rom 1ts
native haunts and had grounded an the
shoals of Agamuski island late in the fall
We hear wonderful stories as to its tre-
mendous size, and evidently 1t s of quite
sizable proportions and will provide excel
lent food for the hungry Indian dogs for
many months.

The Arcuc Fishertes Limited made a
visit to Moosonee and Moose Factory re-
cently with a view to completing tempor
ary arrangements for fishing up(.r.nmns on
the east coast of lurnu Bfu. II\(‘\ 5[.\\01_]
two weeks at the termmimus, during which
time they built tractor cabooses, but due to
some hiteh over fshing permita they were

obliged to withdraw for the present. Thev
expect, however, to make a survey in the
fall oi 1935 with a view to undertaking

commeercial hshing operations next winter.
On being told of the possibilities of com-
mercial hbhlnL‘ operations, an old Indian
remarked, " What does the white man want
with our fish anvway! He has plenty of
maney  and plcnl_\ of food in his own
country and why should he take fsh from
the poor Indians**

Mrs. J. 5. C. Wart, alter being incapa-
citated all \Mntor, hos rc('enll‘,- come oul to




62

civilization for medical treatment. Her
daughter Jacgueline accompanied her and
is now attencing school 1n North Bay,
while Master Hugo stavs behind to keep
his father company at Rupert's House.
Mirs, W, R Cargill also came "outside’™ at
the end of March for the purpose al re-
cewving dental teeatment in the cuy ol
Winmpeg

Norman Rass returned trom furlough in
the Old Country at the end of March and
will take up duty as transport manager at
Moosonee for season 1935,

Messars. Carson and Boyvd visited Albany
and Fort Cieorge in February, Both are in
wood health and feeling very fit and hardy
afrer their snowshoe trips from the interior.

We regret having to report the accidental
death ot one of our hunters of Agarmaski
island. He was preparing a4 camp in the
vicinity of one of the old post buldditigs on
the island and had occasion to LIIU]) down
one ot the bearns. Unfortunately the roof
was heavily laden with snow and as soon
as he released the beam the weight struck
bim to the ground and he became smoth-
ered wilh that when
panions had succeeded 1in digging
lite was found te be extinet.

C 1) Twiner pardl a hurried visit 1o
Moentreal rec ('n\l\ on the accasmion of the
death of his father, and we extend to him
our condolences. We regret also having to
report that Baby Dorothy Watt, of Fort
Ceorge post, died suddenly of pneumonia
early in the winter. We ask Mr. and Mrs.
Waltt to accept our sincere sympathy.

F. . Cadney, who 1s at present instal-
ll']‘.‘: a4 new engine n llll' l{l‘\'lll(]n ill‘np('(:

his com
r hirm out

BIIOW 50

tion En‘).n I)urnl’nl, wis a recent visitor (o
Moose Fucrtory. We also had the pleasure
of a visit from Mesdames Cotter and Lout-
11, and on this occasion Mrs. Cotter told
us a story

On 15th Aprl we received at district of -
fice our first news lrom Belcher Islands this
winter. Post Manawer R Cruickshank
visited Great Whale River carly in March,
but unfortunatelv he did not connect with
the distnict manager We learned, however,
that all is well at Belcher 1slands and that
the [POST manager has been in uoml health.
On his return from Great Whale River he
took with bhime Apprentice B. (. Baley
who will have his tirst experience .\n.tu
trading

On [hth Aprd Corporal 1L 5. Covell left
Moose Factory, had been mn
charge of the detachment for five vears,
and has now been transferred tor duty in
[loronto. During his period of dury at
\‘1()0!-1’.' Fac Lory C ﬂrpr)r.l| C l)\-'l"l had E.—Lth‘Ll
the respect and conhdence of whites and
natives alike He 1s an ofhcer of high cali-
bre, courteous, tactful and withall very
firm 1n the execution of his duties, and 1n
ghlrll(,uhr he was a real friend and L,'uul!: to
till' natiLves, who h‘l('l every nonli(llrnx"(: n
him. The =tafl of James Bav district wish
(w(.|r[)0r~ll ( 0\'("] CVery Suacoess In l]l\' new
sphere. Constable L. W. Hopkins will now
be in charge of the detachment at Moose
Factory, assisted by Constable Wilson and
Special Constable Chfford Moore

It 15 with regret that we have to record
the pussing of Donald Gillies, who died at
Southampton, COntario. on 20th March
1935, and we extend to Ly l’-ln'lll_\’ our sim-
cere (ondolcnuua [,)flrldld (.;l”H"H spent has
entire career with the Comipany in the
service of James Bay districr Born at
Plockton, Scotland, on 21st October 1859,
e entered the service [st Jlln(: |H7H, and
was stationed for three vears at Moose

where he

FFactory as apprentice clerk. He was rapid-
|_\' prr)lnntcd to the position ol post man-

ager, and mn 1881 took charge of Little
Whale River, where he remained for seven
yvears, being removed to the charge of

Great Whale River in 1898, Alter three
vears in charge ol Great Whale River he
becarnie post manager at Fort George from
1901 to 1909. [n this latter vear he was
transferred to the charge of Albany post,
which was then an important centre, being
a subsection of the James Bay chstrict, con-
trolling all the posts up the Albany river.
Donald Gaillies spent hve vears at Albany
and retired on pension in 1914, His passing
removes one of the picturesque traders of a
generation wlhich has now departed. A
pleturesque and breery IIL_lln: he was one
of the outstanding traders in James Hav
Lll\lrl(l "Jr 'l(l'll})('r U' yOArs

Rev. R. . Joselyn, of Si. Paul’s mission,
Albany, made his customary winter v

to Kapisko, Lawashie and to Attawap:
skat.
_ Rev. Father Beaudet visited Moose

Factory 1in Apnl, leaving on the return
journey from Moosonee to Albany on 15th
.‘\pnl e 100k back a tractor load of s5Up-
plies for the mission and also the fine team
ol grey horses which were used at the s
sion alt Moosonee for the past three vears.
This team will in future be attached to the
Lake 51, Anne mission at Alhany.

St. Lawrence-Ungava District

The Fur Trade Commissioner -.1.;[.11-(':]
over for a short wvisit on his way to Eng
I.Il‘l(‘{. Fl( WK O nln[)-\nlvll I)v l l P “"’ur"(‘.
superintendent ol fur purchasing agencies

The annual meeting of the Quebec As
soclation for the Protection of Fish and
Game took place on 16th March at the
Windsor Hotel. Hon. J. N. Francoeur,
minister of the Department of Coloniz
tion, Game and Fisheries, was present and
gave an address. A number of the district
othce stail attended.

P A Chester, General Manager, paid
us a visil, en route to England via New
York.

Congratulations are extended te Mr
and NMys. A. 5. Ritchie on the barth of their
son at Chibougamau March 2, 1935,

Peost Manager IFred Mel eod returned to
Woswonaby with his larmly, having bene-
fited from medical attention received dur-
ing his visit to Cochrane, Ontano.

The stufl of the Northern posts will be
pleased to hear that Inspector T' V' Sandvs-
Wunsch of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police has been prnn!ulc:l to the rank of
superintendent.

Captaan T. IF. Smelhie spent a tew dayvs
in Montreal making arrangements in con
nection with the 55, Nascopie's 1933
Northern voyvage.

Apprentice James Stevenson has been
placed temporanly L}'I.IrL,l' of Grand
[ake outpost dunnq H. Conn's ahsence
visiting Ottawa.

Apprentice Flerman Graham, of Wos
wonaby post, recently wvisited Montreal
and has since returned to his post.

D. Goodyear has been transferred from
La Sarre post to Weymontachingue posl

We had the |J]L.15LIIL of welconmumyg J. W
Anderson, manager of Jumes Bay district,
at Oskelaneo post, from which point he
commenced his flight to Meoskweskau and
Nemaska. An enforced stop-over, due 1o
bad weather, was made at .\hnluwmn_\.
where Mr. Anderson renewed former ae-
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quaintances at his old post. He was accom-
panied by Pilot McCory and Air Engineer
.\lu Ross

W, C. Newhury recently Inspec ted Ber-
sinis and Seven Islands posts.

A son, Bernard Ashley, was born to Mir.
and Mrs. G. A, Beare, of Remaine post, on
[0th February 1935,

Congratulations are extended to Mr.
and Mrs. R. McNeil Howell on the birth of
a daughter at Montreal 26th April 1915,

A. L. Briard resumed charge ol Senne-
re post in April‘

E. J. Haight recently visited Montreal

W. A Wickham returned from England,
where he has been on furlough. He spent
time al the London warchouse re-
cerving mstruction in fur graching., He 1s at
present assistant at Pomte Bleue post

A radio res L-lvlru.' and broadcastimg set
has been installed at Chibougamau and
will be operated in conjuncrion with the
Canadian Amrrways Limited at Oskelaneo.

Geo. Fowlie, of Pointe Bleue, recently
visited district ofhee for the purpose ol
buyving merchandise.

5. ] Stewart, of Chesterfield Inlet, passed
through Muntreal en route to Scotland and
called at the office. Jumes Thom was an-
cilhuf \'i:.ilor_ l!-bVll\L{ comme up from —rur—
Ol’llO, “ill"l' I'I(f !]A‘\“‘ l’K‘.tn red ('i\"lnl' ll'\(\llll‘nll
attention.

Hugh Conn, of Grand lLake Vietorna
called on his way to Ottawa. He will be
returning al first open walter

f. C. Newbury wvisited Boston and
Gloucester, Mass.. where he went over the
plants of the Marden Wilde and Gorton
[J(\\ ( (J'lll)\lnlk .

J H A Wilmot inspected
Mistassinny, Clhibougamau, Obijuan, Bar
riere, Grand Lake and Woswonaby

Labrador District

During the last week in February we
removed from Lthe offices occupied by us 1in
the Fearne building to a suite udje ng
those ot ‘\.h‘---r'- lrL} Urollwl- & Lulnpun\
lLamited 1n the _]nﬁ building. Our present
offices provide advantages in many re-
sfecis over those which we had pr('\'loua[\
oce lllllL‘(J-

On March 6 the sealing fleet, consisting
of nine steamers with crews .||1|)roxlrn.|lin5(
[4(0) men. sailed for the we felds. All
steamers with l||t exception of the R(lrl"ll’
satled for the "front” of the island, while
the latter is prosecuting the hunt in the

Gult of St 1 awrence. The eatch to date of
approximately 100,000 1« only about half
the number tuken to the same date last

year.
Job and W_F.

te

sOIMe

recernt I b

Hon. R. B.
of Job Brothers & Co.
England on March 12.

A new departure in shipping furs from
Labrader was put into eflect (lurlnq the
last week in '\.Iunh a plane being dis
p(\l(hcd from ¢ Seven lslands to bring out
returns from Northwest River post
B r\rnonL the visitors to the othice were the
following: Harold Andrews, of Port de
Grave, R. Watson of the Dominion Am-
munition Company: 1. |. Mifilin. former
charman ol the Liquor Contrel Board:
and R. . Mercer, late of Nain post, who 1s
now on furlough.

(,1};1.1|n Dawe. of the M.S. Fort Garry.
paid a visit during the month to discu
the itineraries and other matters in con-
nection with the operation of the ship dur-
ing the coming summer.

~. Hutehinson,
Limited, sailed faor
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Tadoussac, the Company and
the King's Posts
Continued from Page 12

etween the 'ht:ill\ll()[(! and the interior

pilllaging wrecks, or anvthung else which
the waves cast in their way, and k[”lnu a
lew straggling beavers, murtens, or otters
it in rthe spring, when they no longer
stend m need of the assistance of the Com
pany s stores. they kick up their heels and
fire a broadside for the bourgeais, one for
the cleik, and another for the enpages.”

Rum was evidently a time honoured in
atitution King's Posts, for,
although the sale of liguoer 10 the Indisns
was prohibited during the carly vears of
the British regime, the restriction did not
apply to the King's Domuain

Ax the North-West Company s lease did
not expire until 1822, the Hudsons Bav
Lompany took over the
King's Posts for a vear after the amalgama-
tion \‘Illcll [11L' m()n(]l']ul\ WA agRin r)'[("'_".-l
al aucltion, _’Ulln (.-)oudlc_ .\hu\ialnldur, ol
Quebwe, put in the highest bid and ook
over the domain on a 1wenty ycut lease.
but the next vear, 1823, he transferred 1wo
thirds of his rights to James Mcloual, who
in turn sold his share in 1824 10 his former
partner, Willlam [ ampeon, representing
“n mercantile house in Boston.” Four vears
later, lLampson bought the remaimning third
from Goudie, and finally, in 1831, he trans
terred his whole interest in the King's
Pasts to the Hudson's Bay Company

Shortly before this a movement had
bieen set on foot for the settlement of the
country around the Upper Suguenay. A
government expedition had been sent out
in 1828 to explore that district and re-
porlccl that much of the land there was hit
tor cultivation. The legislative assembly
therefore petitioned the Crown 1in 1836
not to renew the lease to the Company
when 1t should expire in 1842, but inst
throw the King's [Domain open [or seitle-
ment the same as other wild lands. The
Company naturally objected, and Gover
nor Pelly made representations to the
British government, requesting a renewal
of the lease on the grounds that 1t was the
only means of keeping peace there.

He pointed out that the domain was of
little material benefit to the Company, the
rl[)l'r-\llnn‘) (]I ||lL‘ l)r(""il\ljh yvear IH iH‘ I'I¢l\.'
ing been conducted at a lass. Their par
ticular object, he said, was 1o maintamn 1n
thetr own lerritory the restriction on the
use of liquor, and all the other regulations
which had unproved the condition of the
Indians, who numbered about four hun-
dred and had always been accustomed to
the protection and care of the successive
lessees of the posts. They had no agricul-
turil habits, and were not likely 1o acquire
.An\ in that generation.

['he Excculive Council at Quebec agreed
that, before the country was thrown open
to settlement, some provision should be
made for these Indians, and the Com-
Frany ‘s offer = 1wed to them the best way
out. The lease was therefore renewed for
twenty one years al the redaced annaal
rental of £600, but 1t previded thai the
Crown should have the right to grant any
part for setilement.

FPerhaps the rmost notable inhabitant
in the light of present day knowledge of
the King's Posts in those davs was a young
apprentice clerk called Danald Smith,
better known today as Lord Strathcona,
was senl to ladoussac in 1841 by

among  Lhe

Aautomiatic Jl|_\

wha

S Gearge Simpson. “"We rallied Mr,
Smith a good deal on s appommtment.”™
ane of e tellow apprentices
"his uncle having
Factor Stunry. }

wrole hore .
been the great Chief
[1‘\-nn',hl he would have
been ment to the neghbourhoeod of the
olumbia.” From Tadaussac he was sent
l{ll\lin river, Jlld wuas lIdn\lL‘rrL’({ 1TU|" Jros
to post (there were then only six' until he
got to know the Kin Dormam pretry
well. Altogether he was seven vears in that
region, and in later hife was heard to saxy
that those he spent in the Saguenay dis-
trict made the deepest impression on s
mind. “‘Indeed, it ig net oo much to
ery,” sav his biographer, “that the
ruenay lett a lasting mark upon his char-
acter.””

Another interest
sort, who was
Canada posts  at

g hgure, of a diflerent
assoctated with the FEastern
this tume Joseph
Hav ington, whose descendunts still hve in
Tadoussac. Alter spending some  forty
years al sca anlnulnn was given the Jo
Jllt)‘ll 1845, of building a trading schooner
there lor the Company  the lirst ship ever
built on the Saguenay and when she was
‘ulnplclc he was -.lppulnlcd o comuand
her. For twelve vears he used the Saguenay,
she was L.n“(-t!. for tur trading from that
river as lar as Labrador and Esquimaux
Bav, but when the st at Tadoussac was
|)l(lkull up lllf was l[l.\(,lldlﬂcd— ( 4]||||-l|"
Hovington was interviewed 1n 1871, st the
age of seventy-six, by a writer 1n the
Canadian [Hustrated News, and 1t may be of
interest Lo quote here from that weekly
some of his remarks about Tur trading at
Tadoussac 1in the "#)'s and 50

“"'.lduu:--ul‘ was al thal time a fgreat
trading post. The Indians were in the habit
of coming down from the upper Saguenay
in bark canoes once a year. A beaver skin
was worth two castors, or one dollar. A
black fox skin u-‘u.l“\' lunu;_hl twelve
castors in trade and a silver fox about faur.
Rome of the Indians whoe came 1o l‘lL‘ Ost
were pretty well oil and had lom .3()“ Lo
£500 in the hands of the Company. The
wealthy chiets, when they arrived at the
pust, generally changed their costume and
put on dress l'llJ[]l("‘\, in which they swelled
about during the time of their stay; but as
s00Nn as lh(:_\. were about to dcp; t lh(-_\
tock off their good clothes and left them
with the (‘urnp.lny until their return the
next year

The appearance of the post about this
tine may be seen in rthe aceompanving
i“u:\lrdliun, which has been taken from
the frontispece to R. M. Ballantyne's
“"Hudson Bay.” It was evidently sketched
l)} ||lt' dll[hﬂl (|l|l|nu’ Ili:\ visil l|lcrc n
1846 and, together with other skelches of
the [r]-l(‘(‘. enables us to identify the post
house in the photo of Tadoussac in [8G5.
By these it will he seen that 11 occupied
almost exactly the same site as Chauvin's
post of 1600, which 1s shown in Cham-
plain’s map  that 15, a spot on what is
now the lawn of the Canada Steamship
Lines hotel, just in front of the west end
al the present building and on the edge of
the plateau above the brook The building,
which measured sSIXLy b} twenly feel in
1828, was probably used and possibly built
by the Nor'westers, for an inventory of
[Hudson's Bay Company property there
made i 1852 desenibes 1t as “a wooden
dwelling house of nine rooms very old and
in a state of decay.”

Tlus inventory was probably made in
connection with the iinal lease of the King's
Pasts, which was granted that vear. The

was
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pravisn as to \f!ll( ment l,'cbrl-l-lilll'l’l m l.‘.('
1842 lease proved to be the thin end of the
tor only ten years later the Cam
pany surrendered it and recerved a new one
in its place, taking away their exclusive
trading and Falung privileges and retaiming
for the Crown the right to grant nimber
cutting licences in ansy part ol the domiun
Moreover, the new leass could Le termim
ated by either party on egliteen months
Nk ce.

Five vears later. Mr. Ross, the ex-attor
ney-general for Canada. told the select
committee on the Fludson's Bay Company
that the King's Posts 18 not & coantry
that can be occupied with any advantage
becanse | Beheve that the natives, and the
])C(!I)IL’ \‘ll(') are l}lcrL' ((JI1[\CI,‘(“:‘ \\Ill\ l[l('
Hudson's Bayv posts, the C ompany were
not there to assist thent during severe win
ters, would very often starve ' But despite
such evidence, the Crown gave notice. on
:\]‘1,‘- 15 ol the lollowing year, of its Inten
tion o cancel the lease, and i Februarsy
[859 Sir Geor impeon gave orders that
the posts ol “Lake 5t John, Chicoutim
Tadoussac e Jeremie Gardbout and
(] l-|<|n|lw are 1o be de
Luvcrur‘nunl on or betore tt
ber next.”” Thus the last shred ol mu:m|-u'|.\
which the Company had enjoyed 1n the
Kihv'.m l lomaim wias n--n\rwv«'|

Certaimn ol thewr posla in that area were
however, mamtamed as they are vet
stnce the G OMpany was atidl entitled to oc
cupy trading and hahlm‘ stations like any
other subject of the Crown. The establish
ment al Tadoussac was one of those broken
up, but uhhoug_'h Ilulllnu was dhscontinued
the Hudson's Bay Company aperated an
agency there which seemis ta have been
concerned n'|n,~.l|3,' with the slorage and
shipping of furs.

Near the old post house a large wooden
hotel was raised i 1865, and Tadoussac
began 1o acquire that fame as a summer
ll-h.nll which 11 hias held ever since. The ald
lluil(]illl.. stood until at least 1880, but was
evidently denmh»hcd betore 1887. Arthur
Buies, in his "'Le Saguenay’ of 1880 states
that Tadoussne “has not ver ceased to be
one of the sents of operations of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, which has an agency
and continues its [ur trade there,  and the
statermnent is repeated in the 1896 edition;
but in the latter case 1t should pr()bubl_\
have been dulurcd The prescni writer has
made mnumerable allempts to discover
when the Company gave up business there,
by consulting both personal and documen
tary sources, but without result, Twa
statements of Sir | M LeMoine's, how-
ever, shed a |illlu ‘lth on Lhe later activ-
1ties there: [n 1876 hc.mu.-« that although all
the old postn about the ¢ dqucnu\ and St.
Lawrence have been discontinued, except
that near Betsiamites, furs in considerable
quantities are carried to Tadoussac every
spring and shipped Lo Quebec by steamer:
and in 1878, that the Company has a store
house there, near the steamboat whart at
l,ll\n\e iy lll Aaa.

Nothing remamns today of the ancient
fur post but a dim memory. Traders and
[ll(ll.ln.\‘ ll‘lkc II-'I\'(' \'ll'l"‘llc(l_ ||nll ll‘(: rllll_\‘
relics of that departed era are the two old
2UnNs on the Iawn where the lrurhlh, post
once stood, But Tadoussac isell still re
tamns some of the stran primeval mys
tery that the age-old S puenay mparts
and although in summer it i1s gay with
tourists and holiday-muakers from Quebec
and Montreal, who golf and tennis and

|Continued on Page b6
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The Unsolved Death of Thomas

Simpson, Explorer
(Conlinued from Page 20}

[Frankli discoveries and Pomnt Barrow
should be explored and that the coast be
tween the most caﬁlcrly polnl reached 1)\/
[ r.lnklln llnd Pflnfl' R(‘ﬂ'l nt s lnlf" ‘-il(‘lll(l
be traced. and in 1836 the Hudson's Bay
Company, which was about 1o apply for a
rencwal ot their grant of exclusive trading
nghts in the Northwest Territories, was
anxious to do something lo propitiate the
munistry of the day and escape the payv-
ment of a heavy license fee which was being
suggested. So 1t offered to organize another
expedition for the completion of the work
begun by earlier explorers.

When its offer was aceepled. the direc-
tors in the spring of 1536 mstructed George
Simpson to organize the expedition. He at
once called upon his young relative, and
I homas Simpson, who was tired of being a
clerk and storekeeper, undertook the task
with alacrity and enthusiasm He proceed-
ed to draw up plans for the expedition, but
in the end he was not allowed 1o command

, tor the jealousy of older othcers of the
( ﬂmp.my resulted in the numinal leader-
ship being entrusted to Peter Warren
I)E-‘L‘)c, an L‘ldcrl\ ()'i](_cr \Vl'l() hnld accoim-
panied Franklin on his last expedition.
Simpson was greally disappointed but did
not withdraw, and the expedition was fin-
ally organized at Norway House in July
1836. Twelve men, who were paid at the
rate of furl_\" pounl,l:t Pper annuin were cn-
listed for it, and the necessarv provisions
were collected.

On July 2]lst Dease with some of the
party set out for Athabasca, and Simpson
returned to the Red River for the purpose
of refreshing his knowledge of mathematics
and receiving instructions in practical as-
tronomy. His original outfit of instruments
was meagre, fnne-i:\linq Unly of a sextant,
compuss, w.ll(:l\ und thcrnmrlu-lcr, and 1t
was not until the third summer that he had
the use of a dipping needle

It was the first of December before
Simpson was ready to starl on a long win-
ter journey to Athabasca and, as no snow
had fallen, he was obliged to sel out with
horses and carts. The party travelled by
Lake Manitoha and Winnipegosis, and
then struck northwestward across the ter-
ntory now included in the provinece of
Saskatchewan. They had dog teams and
sleds but they marched mast of the way,
nnd on January |10th arrived at the Hud-
son’s Bay post at Isle la Crosse. where they
found in charge a hearty old Highlander
called Roderick Mackenzie, who was nearly
eighty years of age

They were hospitably entertained there
until January 20, when courers arrived
with letters from Decase, and on their re
ceipt they at once started for Athabasca.
They followed the route taken by Franklin
and. after the custom of experienced snow-
shoe travellers. did a good deal of therr
marching by night, whxch made the long
stretches over frozen lakes and rivers seem
less tedious and enabled them to escape the
glare of snow. They encountered no dith-
culties, and on February Ist, the very day
Simpson had fixed upon when leaving the
Red River, they arrived at Fort Chipewvan
on the shores of Lake Athabasca and were
\\'Al'ml\ \\'elcom(‘d l]}' D(‘;l‘;l‘ -‘nd F.d“‘dfrl
Smith. who was tn command of the post.
In forty-six marching davs they had travel-
led 1277 miles, which is a daily average of

twenty-eight miles, and they had arrived a
month belore [Dease expected them. The
expedition remained at Fort Chipewyan
until the spring thaw made water travel
possible, and on May 31st Thomas Simp-
son wrote this farewell letter to his brother
Alexander.

"“The waters are very low, which has re-
tarded the final (Inappeumn(e of the ice:
but we are now ready lor a start tomorrow.
We have two exeellent boats for the coast
~—hight and of light draught, each adapted
for six men, besides a third of larger dimen-
sions for Great Bear Lake. We are thor-
oughly provided with provisions, clothing

-
Cairne built By Thomas Simpson near Cape
King “Willlam [|sland on  25ith
1 hig return journey II\.H

zairm remaind
gallant

VoY
William
Diistriet. )

exploration
ibsan, H B C,

and every necessary Confident in ourselves
and our arrangements., we look up to the
Ruler of the cluncnls for a successful issue
te our undertaking. Capt. Back's present
“territhe Vovage' is not to interfere with
ours; and we are in high hopes of reaching
the Pole hrst, perhaps dining there to-
gether. Tis book is a painted bauble, all
ornament Dnd (‘Onccll llnd no Subﬁlﬂncc‘\_

“"Hurrah for a Husky 1Eskimo’ wife. |
have got the portrait of mine at full length
in Caplam Franklin's last voyvage. Qur
worthy mother favoured me with some
lengthy strictures respecting Indian con-
nections. What would she say to me figur-
ing by-and-by with a voung Esquimaux
wife and a pair of urchins in her boots?™

The detailed story of the expedition can
be read in Simpsen’s own book entitled A
Narrative of the Discoveries on the North
Coast of North America, effected by ofhi-
cers of the Hudson's Bay Company during
th vears H‘Hlplﬂiq by Thomas .‘*lrn[nnn
Hentley. 1843 And it is an epic tale
of d('apcrdl(' marches, persevering labours,
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privations and fatigues of which only a
brief summary need be given here.

The party, travelling by Great Bear
lake, Great Slave lake and the Mackenzie
river, reached the western outlet of the
Mackenzie, which Franklin had sought in
vain, on July 9th. and after a brief halt
procccded in its boats along the coast.
They explored it thoroughly and immor-
talized various directors and othcials of the
Hudson's Bay Company by giving their
names to headlands, bays and rivers. But
about l(ll\ 24th, when they had p.mm:d a
Promontory wlmh they christened “‘Cape
George Simpson,”” they encountered such
dismally cold and foqg,v weather that there
Nl'l'mtd no I)r()‘lchl (Jl I'l"ln" db'u to r[‘d(‘h
Point Barraw by water. So 1t was decided
that Thomas Simpson should complete the
tourney on foot, and he started westward
on August | from n point which he fixed as
in latitude 71" 3 . longitude 154° 26" W,
with a party of ﬁ\.L men They carried with
them their arms, some ammunition, pefi-
mican, a hllhl” canvas canoc f()r Cro&‘.ﬁln‘:
rivers, astronomical instruments, and a
few trinkets for the natives

FFor the first three days they suffered
terribly from the cold, and the travelling
was so rough that when they reached an
Eskimo village Simpson hired a “comiak,™
or family canoe, and took to the sea again.
I'he weather improved, and eventually on
August 4th they sighted Point Barrow,
which is a long low spit of sand-hills. On
landing they saw the ocean stretching far
away to the southward on the western side
of the point, and thev knew that they had
attained their goal and contributed to the
solution of the mystery of the Northwest
Passage. So they heisted the British Hag,
gave three cheers for His Majesty King
William, and ook possession of their dis-
coveries in his name.

The local Eskimos were friendly, but the
t:xplu:rcr.-,. could not afford to tarry lon\;,
and after making some chbservations lhu_\,‘
turned homeward on August 6th. They
had some difhiculties with ice, but on the
whole were favaured with good weather
and reached the western mouth of the Mac-
kenzie safely on August 17th. By Septem-
ber 5th the reunited expedition was at I-ort
Norman, the Company's post on the Mac-
kenzie, and from there they procccded to
Greal Bear luke, where special winter quatr-
ters had been prepared for them. At this
establishment, which was named Fort Con
fidence, they arrived on Seplember 25th,
and as further (-xplnmlion was out of the
question till the spring, they spent the
winler there in reasonable comfort. In a
letter dated January 28th, 1838, Simpson
gives the following account of his life at
Fort Conhdence:

“"We have a pretty long lease of night in
this quarter, the sun being invisible at the
house from November 30th unuil January
12th. Our winter fare consists of cariboo
and musk-ox meat, whitefish and an oc-
casional huge trout. We were threatened
with starvation at the outset; but by dint
of dispc_nsmg all hands we got over that
and now enjov abundance. Our buildings
are small as the climate and our means de
manded. their position is on a strail oppo-
site a large wooded island, three miles dis-
tant from Dease's river. [ have not vet
scen another sSpot where an l:.'s[;lbll&-l”lll:ni
could have been erected.

“When fatigued with writing, chart-
drawing and astronomy. | have a resource
\.du(‘h vou would hardly have expected
here in an excellent lLittle library: which
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besicles sctentific books contains Plutarch,
Hume. Rohertson. Gibbon, Shakespeare,
Smollett and dear Sir Walter. It 13 well
that we came so provided, for our friends
have not theught At to send us any of the
publications of the day. Mr. Dease and |
live together on the happiest footing: his
old wiie, a little grandehild and a strapping
wench, a daughter of his brother Charles,
toming our mess. Dease 1s a worthy, in-
dolent, ilhiterate soul and moves just as |
give the impulse. ™

I'he party remained at Fort Confidence
til} the middle of June, when thev set forth
to explore the shore line east of the Copper
mune river Descending this impetuous
siream to its mouth, ll’x(‘). rurned eastw .f.lr(l
and went lllrough the same arducus ex-
periences as had befallen them the previous
surnmer. But b_\" the end of August the
weather had become "unequivocally se
vere, and lll(-}, had to stay « lose 1n carmip
during a snowstorm which lasted seven
dayx. They travelled for ten davs on foor
beyvond Franklin's extreme limit, Turn-
agin Point. Dease Stratt of our maps com-
memorates their presence. In 1839 they ex-
plored from the point at which they had
turned ta Ogle Point, the western pro
montory of the estuary of Back's River,
the extreme limit of Back's :-xplnr.ulon
and bevond to a point south of Rae Strain,
where they built a cairn. Geographic al
names tn honour of the Company’s ser-
vants mark their course Point,
Campbell and Ogden Bayvs and Simpson
Strait.

Most of the party were suffering from
acute pasns and swelhings in the Limbs
caused by cold and exposure, but Simpson
wiis In g(x_ul health and st: ),'ml at Fort
Simpson till December 2nd working at the
narrative of his expeditions. Un that date
he set oat for the Red River and, covering
the distance of roughly 1900 nnlc\ I BIXLy-
one days, all stoppages inc luded. he reach-
ed his starting point on February 2nd, after
an absence of three vears and two months,
during which he had passed through al
miost incredible toils and privations.

But he did not regard lhis work of explor-
ation as hnished, and he submitied to his
cousin, Sir George, proposals for another
Arctic uxpt-(lnlnn F‘lll his ]')l.'nns were alb
first C(ll(ll_\ received «t ll(,udlluurlclh dnrl.
while they were not definitely rejected, the
Tugzeslion was made that he should take a
winter’'s leave of absence to recruit his
strength after his hazardous labours. He
continued, however, to press has project,
and cvcnlu.ﬂlv the directors of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company agreed to it in a letter
((:uchcd in the warmest terms. It spoke of
“the p.\".lnlr\. and excellent managemaent
manilested by Messrs. Dease and Simpson
in that arduous and Inl(‘r(\llnk{ service,’
and intimated that their “valuable and 1m-
portant services have been brought under
the consldcr.ﬂmn of Her Majesty's Covern.-

Dease

“We cbhserve.”” 1L proceeded, "that Mr.
Dease avaals himselt of the leave of ab
sence that has been afforded him with the
intention, of visiting Canada rthis season:
and that Mr Sil'np.\l’)ll volunteers Lo con-
duct another expedition with a view ol
continuing a survey from the mouth of
the Great Fish River to the Straits of the
Fury and Hecla. We have much satisfac-
tion in availing ourselves of that gentle
man’s proferred services: vou will, there-
tore, be pleased to meet any demands that
muv be made by Nr. Simpson for men,
goods, provismiona, cralt, ete., and o l.lku

va effect

the necessary  Imcasures  to
throughout the country ta that gentleman’s
views and wishes in reference to the 1m-
portant and urdumh service on which he
is n':r()ul to re-enter

(his lisufen, which wiee daced June 3rd
1840, and was sent out by one of the Com
pany's ships, would have brought Thomas
Simpson the news that his ambition of the
sole command of an Arctic expedition had
been realized: but the fates ordained that
he was never to read 11 Simpson was great-
lv disappointed when the annual canoces
from Canada which arrived on June 2nd
brought no news of the acceptance of his
plan, and Sir George Simpson, who was tn
(-1n.ld.| continued to throw cold water
upon them. Alexander Simpson asserts
that Sir George, from malives of jealousy,
determined to prevent effectively the or
ganization of another expedition by send
ing his cousin home to Britain, and when
the proposal was made Thomas, wha was
tired of eating his heart out in idleness at
the Red River., at once accepted it and
made his plans 1o travel homewards
through the United States.

On June 5th, 1840, Simpson wrote from
the Red River what was 1o prove his last
letter to lus brother Ale xander r, in which he
intimated that he had been ordered home
to England by his cousin Sir George, and
that he proposed to start on the following
morning southward wecompanied by two
companiens, well-mounted and armed, as
they half expected to fall in with Sioux In-
dian who were then on the war |l-ll||
Alexander Simpson spent the summer and
autumn of 1840 on the Columbia river, in
California and in the Sandwich Islands,
and he was in the latter place 1n January
1841 \\.’}‘mn he next got “'or(l of lli-e hrollnCI
by reading in a New York paper that he
had been killed months before. Consider-
able myslery surrounds the exact circums-
stances ol his death, but certain facts are
reasonably clear.

Thomas Simpson left the Red river on
June 6th, accompanied by twa hall-breeds,
John Bird and Antoine Legros, and on the
following day they jomned a larger party
which was also travelling southward 10
wards the Amencan boundary. But its
pace of travel was too slow 1o suit Simpson,
who was tn a hurrv, and on Junl: Ihh he
pushed on ahead with his two ornginal
companions and in addition James Bruce
and a son of Anwcine Legros, both half-
breeds

On the 15th the main parly were sur-
prised to see James Bruce and the younger
Legros rldlnq up to them at full s pccd and,
when they arnived at the camp, a strange
story was told. By their account Simpson
had on June l4th complained of being un
well and insisted upon turning back north-
ward to join the mmin party. The others
had complied with his request, and on the
evening ol that day they camped within a
l]]i[c ('l ltl(‘ Tullll: l’i\‘t" T]I(_"L'. -l((ol'(_“ll:{
to Bruce, Simpson had shot John Bird and
the elder ]..(‘Er().‘-i. while they were (-n;;.u'_vfl
m rausing their tent, and killed them in-
stantly. Thereupon he had offered Bruce
five hundred pounds to take him back to
the Red River colonv and keep the affair a
secrer: he had also declared that he had
shot Bird and Legros berause he knew of
their intention to murder him. Bruce and
the vounger Legros had then mounted their
horses and ridden off to join the main
party, who were wlso hallf breeds. Their
leader was a certain Robert L('n:. n. and b k'
his account, given in a sworn deposition on
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Uctober 14th o a mag at the Red
River, they had decided after hearmne the
tale to proceed to Simpson's camp When
they approached it they called Simpson by
name and :llnrltdxdlul_\. atterwards heard a
shot, They then withdrew and fired in the
direction of a cart which was vinible There
was no answering hre, and twao of the hall
breeds crawled along a creek o within
twenty vards of the camp, when they «
led out that Simpson wias dead The whol
party then advanced and found Simpson
lyving dead near the cart: the top al his
head blown off and a gun was m his hand,
']Mh(.' l)odlcs Ol l&il({ dn(} 14("-31(33 woere 1\ ng
near by, and all three were immediately
Luried on the spot. The contention ol the
hall - bireeds was that Simpeon hud for some
unknown reason kilied Bird and the alder
Legres and then, when he found himsell
confronted with the rest of the party, com-
mitted sutcide

1 he authorities of the Red River
alrer h(bl(]ing an wnvestigation, acceptedd
this story and made no attempt to secure
other evidence. But Alexander Sunpson
wus not satisfied with it and enibarked
upon an independent inquiry. He was abile
1o show SOME VETY sUuspIoiails features m
the conduct of the half-breeds. For one
thing, although they were at the most onlw
four days distant from Fort Liarry, they
had continued their journey southward
and had not llunluht 1t necessary to return
and give information about the death of an
mmportant servant of the Hudson's Bay
Company. For another, Thoma
had made a practice of keeping in & journal
an accurate record of each dav's proceed
mngs, and no diary was included among his
effects when they were handed over by the
half breeds. But among these effects was a
map on which the murdered man had
marked the (.|n1||inu pl.:((w., and the marks
on it contradic ted the half-breeds’ story by
showing that the return journey had com
menced on the 12th and not, thev had
declared, on the I4rh. Moreover, Thomus
Simpson had no motive for killing the halt-
breeds, and 1t was contrary to his interest
to weaken the strength of his party when
he was about to reach a country infestec
by hestile Indians.

Sa the theory which Alexander Simpson
evolved was that he was fuu"_\. murdered
at the instigation of John Bird. The latier
was the son of an old othcer of the Hud
son s Bay Company and had received some
educanion from his father, but he grew up
to be a “lld and turbulent character. He
knew that Simpson was carrying impartant
papers rd.;un;, to the Northwest Passage
and the supposition is that he believed they
contained the exclusive secret of the pas
sage, which would be worth a large sum
So Bird conceived the idea that he could
enrich himself by securing possession ol
the papers and had plotted Simpson’s death
helore the party set forth

The sunmse of Alexander Simpson was
that his brother had discovered the plot
and had teigned sickness as an excuse for
turning back to the Red River settlement
T\\n Ay s I.\f(- when attac I-((-('l, ||r- lI-HJ
killed Bird and the elder Legros in self
defence. and in the fight had either been
killed himself or d(u‘pcrqltl\' wounded. He
sugrests that he was in the latter condition
and that when the whole party of hall
breeds returned they despatched him

Other historians ot the Canadian Morth-
west are dl:s]‘nn'\f(‘ to concur in Alexander
Simpson’s view ol the tragedv, ‘and in
some quarters the suspicion has besn ac

C (r!()H\

Sim peon
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tually eherished that the murder was in-
spured by no less a person than Sir (.. Simp-
sort, the vietim’s cousin, through jeulousy
ol the latter = fame as an exploreri. Any-
‘l\'“ llll].‘- C:I(ll:‘_i rlll: l]l()(lll‘ll]]l! career Ol
[homas Simipson at the early age of thirty-
ane. Some monthes alter his death hiv body
was removed trom its grave on the prairie
and remterred in the Preshyierian church-
vard at Kildonan in the Red River settle-
ment.

There was found among his effects his
carcfully prepared narrative of the expe-
dition i which he discovered the North
west FPassage. Sir K;uoxgc .""unp-.ul] wanted
o embody 1t n a work about the Northi-
west which he runrclnpldlr_‘r] puhll:;luml:
but Alexander Simpson raised abjections
.ll'll{ 1t wiis revised and edited |1), Col Fd-
ward Sabine and published in a volume of
is own an [A43

Ihe Brinsh government thousght that
the Arctic expedition merited some hon-
ours and rewards, and so, while a baron-
etey was conferred on Nr. J. H. Pelly, the
chuirman of the committee of the Hud-
zon’s Bay Company, and a knighthoo:l on
Mr. Gearge Simpson, pensions of one hund-
redd pounds per annum were awarded to
[ homas Simpson and Peter Dease. Sump-
son’'s death cancelled his pension and Alex-
ander Simpson enguged, without any sue-
cess, in correspondence with Sir Robert
Peel in an effort to secure 1t for his relatives.
Alexander then turned his epistolary bat-
teries upon the Fludson's Bay Company
and his cousin, the Governor, and charged
them with wnlhlml(llng trom Thornas Simp-
son’s heirs the rewards which had been
pledged to him for his services. He accused
them of causing the abstraction from his
brother's papers of valuable documents
which offered evidence of exphicit pledges
given to the explorer and declared that
their tulfilment should entail the payment
of between two dnll three llu)ll:nlll(.l ;)lJul’ld'.m
But Sir George had apparently httle love
tor his cousin, and when the claims were
disregarded they could not be pressed in
the courts.

The Eskimo Dogs of the
Eastern Avrctic

i Continued from Page 36

vl‘ilc k)]ll‘;}l '\llo.ll‘i b(‘ isﬂllll(‘d lwl(lr(f :i‘]‘f
\\[It'lr'—'k dn(l given a “,IUJI] I)IJL(! uncontam-
inuted by other dogs. It 1s a good 1dea to
give a dose of worm medicine soon after
pregnancy starts, and before the puppies
are born the belly should be well washed
with soap and water to remove all worm
eggs which may be sticking to the skin.
After the puppies are weaned they should
be kept away from all other dogs until they
are at least three months old, when they
iy be lvcn the same llbt.-r[v and food as
the nlhcr dogs. The reason for 1selating the
hitch and her puppiles 1% to kecp them free
from worms or other infections until thev
are strong enough to withstand them
Puppies are very susceplible to worm
attac k‘ and 1t lnfu('lud become L{reull\.
stunted in growth. The above method wall
not be practical for native dogs as they are
frequently moved from place 1o place, an
it 1s improbable that breeding bitches or
their puppies can be isolated. However,
the constant movement of animals to new
surroundings has a beneficial effect in the
prevention of worm infection. It has been
noticed that the Eskimo has a fancy for
add coloured daogs,

the preference being

for piebald individuals, but rthis colour
[)urcrcn(c should not interfere with size,
conformaution, and the other [u-xi]ll(‘ﬁ
which make a good sled dog. The brood
bitch skould be fed an the best food avail-
able, and as snon as the pupples will eat
they should quantiiles of
fooe to help the mother 1n raising them
In Alaska 1t was noticed that puppies born
in the autumn often developed better than
those which were boin 1n the spring. The
probable reason tor this 13 that with snow
on the ground the pups are raised n
cleaner surroundmys and are less troubled
with parasites.

The Coast Line and Islands
of Hudson Bay

{Continued fram Puage 23]

the low shore line with this
amount ol ofling. AL beat 11 appears as «
thin Aat streak on the harizon The day's
journey, once commenced in this manner,

receive small

distinguish

cannot be terminat at will, Until the
tide comes in again about twelve hours
later. the canoes must be kept nt sea Ruin,

wind, tranquil sunny weather
must be faced alike in the open

In extreme cases, where dangerous,
howling gales and heavy seas sweep down
from the northeast, a landing may some
times be made lhrouqh the surf on the mud
bars. In such cases the canoes would
u.“‘llllll‘ L'(.' wreo l-\L'(l l.ll]‘] llll' Cargoces dl_l""
aged or lost. But the Hudson's Bay tvpe
(lf I](fd\'}' ‘rL'i-.:hl(!l' 15 NO e "hl‘,"l llnil ll-l\

waves or

been found te weather most surprisingly
L_lr']_(‘ sS¢Cas

The long dav's journey gives ample time
for reflection and a study of nature at her
best. Schools of white whales, also seals,
walrus and oeccasionally polar bears, are
seen in close proximity to the canoes. In
the L‘dfl} scason, the
zephvrs offl naghbouring helds of 1ce
check any undue tendency towards heat
prostration In lact the heaviest of winter
clothing must be worn.

At intervals of about one decade, the
western coast 1s visited in the tall by de-
vastating storms. Under a combination of
northeast gales, low barometric pressure
and high tides, the sea water rises six or
seven feet above its level
Hnlkl‘ihlnq s come iJ()']rI(Ilrl\._ n, fJC"lrU\
ing all mevable objects in uhisir path.
This results in much property damage and
loss of life. Indians in shore encampraents,
white trappers and traders, are awakened
at night to find their camps or houses in
the midst of a swirling, threatening fleed.
Fhght inland, if at all possible. 1s their
only salvauion

On one such occasion a large sailing
:-('honntr, the Fore¢ Yon'{, of llhirlv tons (h:-
placement, belonging to the Hudson's Bay
Company, was carried three miles inland
and lefr high and dry among spruce trees.

But nature is not alwavys wild and wur-
bulent in this district. Sometimes long
periods of warm sunny weather, with blue
skies and gentle breezes, make life ex-
tremelyv pleasant along the northern sea-
board. In recent vears the new ports at
Churchill and .\'hn:lsuncu have sprung into
existence to add a new interest to the life
of the local residents. But in qcncrul it is
quile r(’rl‘.’lin that n‘l:lllvul}' hnl.lll L‘I’l‘ln\_'l"-.
have occurred in either the eastern or
western coast since the dav that Henry
“udt:nn embarked with his eight compan-
ions on his last long vovage of discovery.

part of the cool

cuslomary
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By Canoe to the Bay
{Continued from Page 31

nver -paths. It took us
four l']\l_\'“. to reach " and that streteh
was the most ditheult of the entire trip.
ile 352, where the railroad touches the
river. is about twenty miles from the tawn
of Cillarmn a telephone there and
we called up Mr. Bovd, the Hudson's Bay
manager, and told him of our armval.
When our train got to Gillam at eleven
that night, we found a specially prepared
meal warting for us at the hotel; steak.
salad wath rcdl tomatoes, and home baked
applL ple

e rode on train the rest of the night,
and next morming left 1t at Thicket Por
tage and starte «l on the last lap of our trips
loew AV House Ihe Hies and MoOscul
had all sone, and the country here
was the maost beautiful we had seen.
White Mud falls on the Nelson, just below
Cross Lake, was magnificent —not nearly
as big as Niagara, but to us every bit as
thrilling. Perhaps, because 1t was within
our ken These falls are known lu&.l"\ a¥
“the Niagara of the North," and they are
well worth the trip all the way up there ta
see.

W

there are no Ltow
- le'c]‘

There was

loes

arrived at Cross | ake the day after
treaty had been paid. The seven hundred
Indians who had gathered there to re-
ceive 1t were still celebrating with games,
races nnd dancing. Mr. Denton, the post
manager, and his niece invited us to their
lhome for tea. It seemed strange to be
handling thin china cups alter our clumsy
camp ware. It felt ike drinking tea out of
egr shells, and that were we te close our
hands we would crush them. The tin:
silver Apostle spoons seemed like toys, and
we were deathly afraid of swallowing them.

On August 13th, just forty-five days
from the time we had left it, we arrived at
Norway House. The old York boat was
stil]l there ATNONg the rushes, and, lhuugh
we couldn’t see them, we felt that the
ghosts were still loitering about the rot
tmyg hull. We were proud of our achie
ment, and we hoped that as they discus
our safe return their laughter would not
have 1n 1t all of the derision that 1t must
have had that dav in June when we
LJnde at \Ul“d\ House .Jnd unnounu:d
our intention of canoe cruising to York
Factory on Hudson Bav just for pleasure.

Tadoussac, the Company and
the King's Posts

{Conttnued from Page 63)

picnic and dance in the shadow of rocky
mamelons and sandhills, its season of galety
lasts only as long as the green leaves, and
goon the snow 1s swirling |l\_,din and the
winds howling down out of the west be-
tween the grimi ramparts of the "'River of
[Mecath.” Then once again the spirit of its
ancient savagery seems to descend upon
the place, and the arrival of an cccasional
we-breaker or sleigh i1s the only link with
cities that were a wilderness when Ta-
dou:&‘-ﬂu was Jlrcudv old

o o
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