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PREFACE 
HE materials in print with regard to the history of 
the North West Company have hitherto been 
fragmentary. Apart from the scattered journals 

or narratives of individual fur-traders, they have 

been limited in the main to the agreements of 1802 and 
1804, printed in L. R. Masson’s Bourgeois de la Com- 
pagnie du Nord-Ouest, and some additional documents, 
published during recent years in the Canadian Historical 
Review. It has been my good fortune to find in Hud- 
son’s Bay House in London and in the Sulpician Library 
in Montreal, as well as elsewhere, other documents of 
importance relating to the North West Company (such 
as the minutes of the Company at Grand Portage and 
Fort William from 1801 to 1814); and it has seemed to 
me worth while to bring together in this volume the 
chief materials, both published and unpublished, which 
are now available with regard to what may be described 
as the constitutional history of the Company. 

For the rare privilege of access to the vast wealth 
of material in the archives of Hudson’s Bay House in 
London, and for permisson to reproduce in this volume 
the documents from Hudson’s Bay House bearing on 
the history of the North West Company, I have to 
acknowledge here my great debt to the Governor and 
Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company. Without 
this permission (which is acknowledged in the case of 
each document here reproduced) the present volume 
could not have been undertaken. I should be remiss 
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in my duty also if I did not here confess my indebted- 
ness to the officers of the Company, especially the 
secretary, Mr. J. Chadwick Brooks, and the archivist, 

Mr. R. G. Leveson Gower, whose patience with and 
kindness toward me during the happy weeks which I 
spent in Hudson’s Bay House could not have been ex- 
ceeded. 

The annotation of these documents has presented a 
problem. The frequency with which the individual 
names appeared in them, especially in the various 
agreements and minutes, would have necessitated in- 
numerable cross-references, had the notes regarding 
them appeared as foot-notes. It was deemed better 
therefore to throw these biographical notes into an 
appendix, arranged alphabetically, in such a way as to 
provide a sort of biographical dictionary of the Nor’ 
Westers. Into these brief biographies has gone a good 
deal of original research. In some cases J have been 
so fortunate as to get track of the descendants, and to 
obtain from them information which would otherwise, 
perhaps, have been lost. In other cases, I have suc- 
ceeded, thanks to the good offices of my friend Mr. 
E.-Z. Massicotte, in finding crucial information of a 

documentary character in the magnificent collection of 
archival material under his care in the Old Court House 
at Montreal. In many cases, I have been kindly per- 
mitted to draw upon the biographical material relating 
to servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company collected 
by Mr. R. G. Leveson Gower in Hudson’s Bay House 
in London. Frequently, the material contained in the 
biographical sketches has been drawn from a dozen 
different sources; and it has not been possible, naturally, 
to indicate the source of each item of information. But 
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2 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

West Company’s line of communications. The result 
was a life-and-death struggle between the North West 
Company and the Hudson’s Bay Company for supremacy 
in the West which culminated in the ruin of the Nor’- 
Westers. In 1821, the North West Company was driven 
to accept absorption in the Hudson’s Bay Company; and 
in 1826, the firm of McTavish, McGillivrays and Com- 
pany, which had been the virtual directorate of the North 
West Company, closed its doors. The fur-trade was 
diverted from Montreal to Hudson Bay; and Montreal 
lost its primacy as the entrepét of the fur-trade. The 
canoe route from Montreal to Athabaska became deserted, 
and almost forgotten. Fort William sank into a half- 
ruinous post of third-rate importance; and in 1839, 
Washington Irving was able to write the epitaph of the 
Nor’ Westers in this famous sentence: “The feudal state 
of Fort William is at an end; its council chamber is silent 
and desolate; its banquet-hall no longer echoes to the 
auld-world ditty; the lords of the lakes and the forests 
are all passed away.” 

It is not possible within the scope of this introduction 
to narrate in detail the history of the North West Com- 
pany. That theme would require a volume in itself. All 
that is possible here is to sketch in outline the fortunes of 
the Company, in such a way as to provide a background 
for the documents that follow. 

The western fur-trade had its beginnings during the 
later days of French rule in Canada, under the La 
Vérendryes and their successors; but the Seven Years’ 
War and the Conspiracy of Pontiac interrupted the trade, 
and it was not until after 1763 that it was revived. The 
first trader to penetrate to the Saskatchewan after the 
British conquest appears to have been a French Canadian, 
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known to the Hudson’s Bay men as “‘Franceway”, who 
had been in the west during the French régime, and who 
went past Lake Winnipeg in 1766, or possibly in 1765. 
He was followed by James Finlay, who wintered on the 
Saskatchewan, at what came to be known as Finlay’s 
House, in 1768-9, and by Thomas Corry, who spent the 
winters 1771-2 and 1772-3 on the Saskatchewan. There- 
after the trade was opened up by an ever-increasing 
number of adventurers. The year 1772 saw in the North 
West not only Corry, but also “Franceway”’, Barthélemi 
Blondeau, and William Bruce; and the year 1773 saw the 
arrival of Joseph and Thomas Frobisher. In 1774, up- 
wards of sixty canoes “came inland from the Grand 
Portage’’ (according to the statement of Samuel Hearne 
at Cumberland House), and among the masters of these 
canoes were several new arrivals, notably James Tute, 
Charles Paterson, William Holmes, and Peter Pangman. 
Peter Pond and Alexander Henry made their first appear- 
ance in the West in 1775; Booty Graves, Charles Mc- 
Cormick, and Nicholas Montour in 1776 and 1777; Venant 
St. Germain, Patrick Small, and Robert Grant, among 
others, in 1778-9.! 

The business connections of these traders are not 
always clear. “‘Franceway’’ appears to have been out- 
fitted by Isaac Todd and James McGill of Montreal; but 
James Finlay and William Bruce seem to have been 
trading on their own account. From an early date, how- 
ever, there was apparent a strong tendency toward com- 
binations of traders, brought about, no doubt, by the 
risks and long credits that the trade entailed. From 
Andrew Graham’s report to Hudson’s Bay House in 1772, 

‘For an account of these early expeditions to the West, see W. S. Wallace, 

The pedlars from Quebee (Canadian historical review, 1932), 
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it is clear that Thomas Corry was merely the spearhead 
of a group of traders which included Thomas Walker at 
Quebec, Maurice Blondeau at Montreal, George McBeath 
and Isaac Todd at Michilimackinac, and John Askin at 
Emissions, near Sault Ste. Marie. When Alexander 
Henry reached Grand Portage in 1775 he ‘‘found the 
traders in a state of extreme reciprocal hostility, each 
pursuing his interests in such a manner as might most 
injure his neighbours’’;' and on reaching Cumberland 
House he joined his stock with that of the Frobisher 
brothers, and decided to winter with them, in order to 
reduce the evils of competition. Other traders did like- 
wise, though these early pools were but temporary affairs 
and did not always end happily. In the spring of 1776, 
Matthew Cocking writes in his journal at Cumberland 
House, ‘I am informed that the Master Pedlers up above 
are at present at Variance, and some of them parted 
stocks. One in particular? is tenting, and Trades without 
the Stockades.” 

Just when the original nucleus of the North West 
Company was formed, it is almost impossible to deter- 
mine. It may have been the group which was behind 
Franceway and Corry in the years 1765-71; and certainly 
some of this group were afterwards heavily interested in 
the North West Company. On the other hand, it may 
have been some later combination. Certainly, by 1775 
the signs of concentration were clear to behold. In that 
year a single licence was granted to James McGill, Ben- 
jamin Frobisher, and Maurice Blondeau for twelve 
canoes, with seventy-eight men, to go to Grand Portage 

‘Alexander Henry, Travels and adventures in Canada and the Indian territories, 

Ed. by J. Bain (Toronto, 1901), p. 235. 
2This, as appears later in the journal, was Peter Pangman. 



HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 5 

and beyond; and when the various groups of traders 
reached the West, a union of interests took place on the 
Saskatchewan at least. Alexander Henry gives a clear 
account of this pool of 1775: 

“Four different interests were struggling for the trade of the Saskatch- 

iwaine, but, fortunately they had this year agreed to join their stock, and 
when the season was over, to divide the skins and meat. This arrange- 

ment was beneficial to the merchants; but not directly so to the Indians, 
who, having no other place to resort to, nearer than Hudson’s Bay, or 

Cumberland House, paid greater prices than if a competition had sub- 

sisted.” 

This combination was confined, it is apparent, to the 
West, and lasted only for the winter; but it was almost 
immediately reflected in a pooling of interests in Michi- 
limackinac and Montreal. Lawrence Ermatinger, one of 
the small independent merchants trading to the North 
West, some of whose papers are in the Public Archives of 
Canada, refers to “the North West Company” in a letter 
dated November 28, 1776,? and Patrick Sinclair, the 
lieutenant-governor of Michilimackinac, writing in 1780, 
referred to ‘‘the North West Company” as “sending an 
embassy to Congress in ’76’’’—a reference the meaning of 
which is obscure, but which proves beyond question the 
existence of some sort of organization or association of 
the North West traders at that early date. By 1778, we 
find John Askin at Michilimackinac addressing letters to 
the ‘Gentlemen of the N. W. Co. at Montreal” (by whom 
he seems to mean McGill, Frobisher, and Paterson), 
writing to Joseph Frobisher and John McGill at Grand 
Portage as those designated “‘to transact the business of 
the N. W. Co. this season”, and referring to “the Great 

tAlexander Henry, Travels and adoentures in Canada and the Indtan territories, 

Ed. by J. Bain (Toronto, 1901), p. 320. 
2H. A. Innis, The fur trade in Canada (New Haven, 1930), p. 211. 

8Can. Archives, Haldimand Papers, B. 217, p. 468. 
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Company” in a letter to Todd and McGill at Montreal.! 
By 1779 the union of interests in the North West was 

completed by the formation of a sixteen-share concern, 
or association of partnerships, the composition of which 
is described in a report on the Indian trade made by 
Charles Grant to Sir Frederick Haldimand, the governor 
of Canada, on April 24, 1780. As Sir Alexander Mac- 
kenzie put it, the traders to the North West “‘joined their 
stock together, and made one common interest.”” The 
sixteen shares were, according to Grant’s report, divided 
as follows: 

“Todd & McGill .. 2.0. 022. 2. eee 2 shares 
“Ben & Jos. Frobisher....... Le oeeeee ee 2 2 dow 
““McGill & Paterson... 20 6... 20... eee . 2 do. 

“McTavish & Co. ..... 0... Leone 2 do. 

“Holmes & Grant . . .. ... «1... 6... » 2 do. 

“Wadden & Co........ 0.0. 2 wc eee ee eee 2. 2 dow 

“Ross & Co... 20... co ce cee 2 do. 

“Oakes & Co....... 2. cee eee . 2 do.” 

Since this list affords us the first full and definite 
information regarding the composition of the North West 
Company in its earlier stages, it calls for annotation. 
Todd and McGill was the partnership of Isaac Todd and 
James McGill, both of whom played an outstanding part 
in the business life of Montreal from the earliest days of 
British rule until the death of McGill in 1813 and of Todd 
in 1815. Benjamin and Joseph Frobisher were brothers, 
natives of Yorkshire in England, who, with their younger 
brother Thomas, were engaged in the western fur-trade 
from 1764 until the death of Joseph, the last surviving 
brother, in 1810. McGill and Paterson were John 
McGill, the brother of James McGill, who died in 1797, 
and Charles Paterson, who was drowned in Lake Michi- 

1M. M. Quaife, The John Askin Papers, vol. I (Detroit, 1928), pp. 83-160, 

passim. 
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gan in 1788. These three houses were closely associated, 
and might indeed be regarded as almost one. McTavish 
and Co. was a house established in Montreal in 1774 by 
a young Scotsman named Simon McTavish, of whom 
more anon. His first partner had been James Banner- 
man, the captain of one of the early sailing vessels on the 
Great Lakes, with whom he had engaged in the forwarding 
business; but in 1779, Bannerman had returned to Eng- 
land, and the other member of McTavish and Co. in 1779 
would appear to have been Patrick Small, a young 
Scotsman of good family who had been introduced into 
the fur-trade through the friendship between McTavish 
and Small’s great-uncle, General John Small, afterwards 
the lieutenant-governor of Guernsey. Holmes and Grant 
were William Holmes, whom we have already met on the 
Saskatchewan, and Robert Grant, one of the numerous 
Grants in the fur-trade at the end of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, the relationships of whom constitute one of the 
major puzzles of the trade. Wadden and Co. was a firm 
formed by Jean Etienne Wadden or Wadin, a Swiss mer- 
chant who settled in Montreal soon after the Conquest, 
and who was murdered in the North West in 1782, and 
Venant St. Germain, a French Canadian. McBeath and 
Co. was composed of George McBeath, a merchant who 
was prominent at Michilimackinac from 1768 to 1782, 
and Peter Pond, an American trader, who was one of the 
most daring pioneers of the fur-trade in the West. Ross 
and Co. was the business name of John Ross, a small 
trader, who was murdered by Peter Pond’s men in the , 
West in 1787; and Oakes and Co. was a partnership 
between Forrest Oakes, an English merchant who settled 
in Montreal in 1761, and was well-connected in England, 
and his brother-in-law, Lawrence Ermatinger, a Swiss 
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merchant, some of whose descendants played a famous 
part in the fur-trade. 

The statement has been made that the agreement of 
1779 lasted for only one year, and that in 1780 it was 
renewed for a period of three years; but that at the end 
of two years it was broken.! Possibly the breach of the 
agreement was connected with quarrels which led to the 
murder of Wadden at Lac la Ronge in March, 1782, by 
Pond’s men. However this may be, it is certain that in 
1783 a new agreement was made, which resulted in a 
radical reorganization of the trade, and the elimination, 
not only of some of the smaller traders, but also some of 
those traders who had been earliest in the North West 
and had held a large proportion of the shares in the pool 
of 1779. Though we lack a list of the partners who com- 
posed the North West Company of 1783, Professor H. A. 
Innis has, by dint of a brilliant piece of reconstruction,? 
compiled the following conjectural list of the shares held 
in this Company: 

Partners Shares 

Simon McTavish .. tone .- 3 
B. and J. Frobisher 

George McBeath 
Robert Grant .. 
Patrick Small... 

Nicholas Montour 
Peter Pond.. 
William Holmes... .. .. 

m | n me NN NN wD 

This list, which must be approximately correct, reveals 
two interesting and important facts. In the first case, it 

1Some account of the trade carried on by the North West Company (Report of 

the Public Archives, Canada, 1926, pp. 60-61.) 
2H. A. Innis, The North West Company (Canadian historical review, 1927, 

pp. 309-10). 
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is clear that the smaller traders have been dropped. 
Wadden was dead, and his partner, Venant St. Germain, 
now sinks into the category of an employee. John Ross 
becomes a free trader, and is later killed. Forrest Oakes 
and Lawrence Ermatinger fade about 1783 from sight. 
On the other hand, Isaac Todd, James and John McGill, 
and Charles Paterson—some of the most important 
names in the agreement of 1779—also disappear. For 
this there can be only one explanation. During the years 
1780-82 there is the closest co-operation between Todd, 
the McGills, and Paterson on the one hand, and the 
Frobishers and McTavish on the other. Charles Pater- 
son gives security for McTavish in the fur-trade licences 
of 1782, and James McGill gives security for the Fro- 
bishers. After 1783, moreover, there is the clearest evi- 
dence that the relations between the Frobishers and 
McTavish, on the one hand, and Todd and the McGills, 

on the other, were most amicable. The obvious explan- 
ation is that in 1783 there was an agreement—possibly a 
gentleman’s agreement—whereby Todd, the McGills, 
and Paterson agreed to withdraw from the North West, 
and confine themselves to Lake Michigan and the Mis- 
sissippi, while McTavish and the Frobishers agreed to 
withdraw from the “South West trade” and confine 
themselves to the North West. This conjecture is sup- 
ported by the fact that about 1785 the first Mackinac 
Company was formed, with Todd and McGill as backers 
and outfitters, and with Charles Paterson as director of 
the trade in the upper Mississippi. The south-western 
trade at that time was twice as large as the north-western; 
and it is probable that James McGill, who believed that 
the American Revolution would not seriously affect the 
south-western trade, thought that he had made a good 
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bargain. But actually the south-western trade was 
already on the wane; and the north-western trade was 
only at the beginning of its development. 

In these arrangements, one may perhaps be permitted 
to detect the fine Italian hand of Simon McTavish, who 
was destined to become the guiding spirit of the North 
West Company. McTavish was a young Scotsman from 
Invernessshire, who had come to America about 1770, 
and had embarked in the fur-trade from Albany. He 
had wintered in Detroit as early as 1773, and perhaps 
earlier. His was possibly one of the four interests men- 
tioned by Alexander Henry as being on the Saskatchewan 
in 1775; and we know definitely that from 1775 to 1779 
he was engaged in the North West trade, in partnership 
with James Bannerman. Certainly, he was an important 
member of the pool of 1779. From the letters which he 
wrote during those years, which have been preserved, 
one gets a quite different impression of him from that 
conveyed by Masson in his Bourgeois de la Compagnie du 
Nord-Ouest, where he is depicted as the autocratic and 
over-bearing “Marquis” or “Premier” of the fur-trade. 
In these early years he appears to have been a young man 
who loved “good wine, good oysters, and pretty girls’, 
and was possessed of a charming sense of humour; and 
there are signs also of that generous and kindly spirit 
which is so evident in his last will and testament. But, 
whatever his private character, there is no doubt that he 
was possessed of a first-class mind for business. When 
the Quebec Act annexed to Canada in 1774 the Indian 
countries, he promptly moved his headquarters to Mont- 
real; and during the difficult period of the American 
Revolution he continued to carry on the fur-trade with 
conspicuous success. Though he had not, so far as we 
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know, been west of Grand Portage, his uncanny pre- 
science had taught him that the future of the fur-trade 
was in the far North West; and it is a legitimate inference 
that he had something to do with the redistribution of 
interests in 1783. 

The idea underlying the reorganization of 1783 was 
that of a monopoly. Having divided the field between 
the members of the pool of 1779, McTavish and his 
partners in the agreement of 1783 hoped, apparently, 
that they would be able to make the country north-west 
of Lake Superior their own preserve. For the moment, 
however, this hope proved illusory. From the beginning 
the North West Company, as reorganized in 1783, was 
called upon to face severe competition from a firm of 
Montreal merchants who had long been interested in the 
North West trade, but who had been excluded from the 
association formed in 1783. This was the firm of Gregory, 
McLeod, and Company. Over the earlier history of this 
firm, as over so much else in the history of the fur-trade, 
some obscurity rests. The firm seems to have been 
formed in 1773, when James Finlay, the pioneer of 1768, 
entered into partnership with a young Englishman named 
John Gregory; and from 1773 to 1783 the canoes of 
Finlay and Gregory figure annually in the fur-trade 
licence returns. It was in the service of this firm that 
the young Alexander Mackenzie entered upon his ap- 
prenticeship in the fur-trade about 1779. In 1783, 
Finlay retired from active participation in the fur-trade, 
to become in his later days inspector of chimneys in 
Montreal; and Gregory took into partnership a Detroit 
trader named Normand McLeod. Gregory, McLeod and 
Company succeeded in 1783 in enlisting the services of 
several western traders, notably Peter Pangman and John 
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Ross, who had been excluded from the North West Com- 
pany; and for four years they provided the North West 
Company with a very lively opposition. 

The details of the struggle between the North West 
Company and Gregory, McLeod and Company are 
locked in the limbo of the unknown; but it is clear that 
the struggle was acute. “After the severest struggle ever 
known in that part of the world”, wrote Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie later, “‘and suffering every oppression that a 

jealous and rival spirit could instigate; after the murder 
of one of our partners, the laming of another, and the 
narrow escape of one of our clerks, who received a bullet 
through his powder horn, in the execution of his duty, 
they were compelled to allow us a share of the trade.’ 
The partner who was murdered was John Ross, who had 
been one of the members of the pool of 1779. During the 
winter of 1786-7 Ross, representing the opposition, and 
Peter Pond, who had after some hesitation joined the 
North West Company, found themselves facing each 
other in the Athabaska country; and during the winter 
Ross was shot and killed in a scuffle with Pond’s men. 

This, the second murder in the West with which Pond 
had been connected, brought about his retirement from 
the western fur-trade; and it brought about also a union 
between the North West Company and Gregory, McLeod 
and Company. The news of Ross’s death was brought 
down to Grand Portage in the summer of 1787 by Rod- 
erick McKenzie, the cousin of Alexander Mackenzie, 
and William McGillivray, the nephew of Simon Mc- 
Tavish; and it produced such an effect that it was decided 
on the spot to unite the interests of the rival companies, 
lest the death of Ross might lead to reprisals. Two of 

1A. Mackenzie, Voyages from Montreal (London, 1801), pp. xix-xx. 
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From a painting in the McCord National Museum, Montreal 
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Pond’s men were arrested, and brought down all the way 
to Quebec for trial; but the evidence against them was 
insufficient, and they were acquitted. 

Before the union of the North West Company and 
Gregory, McLeod and Company took place, however, 
and before even the news of Ross’s murder reached Grand 
Portage, Simon McTavish had made another move in 
that triumphal progress which was to place him at the 
head of the North West Company. On April 14, 1787, 
Benjamin Frobisher died in Montreal, thus breaking up 
that triumvirate of brothers which had for over ten years 
carried on the business of the house of Frobisher at Mont- 
real, at Grand Portage, and in the interior. A few days 
later Simon McTavish addressed to Joseph Frobisher the 
letter, reproduced on pages 75-7, in which he proposed 
that he and the Frobishers should unite forces. 

This proposal was not immediately put into effect 
(though it is probable that Joseph Frobisher gave it a 
favourable reception), for shortly after making the pro- 
posal, McTavish left for the summer meeting of the 
partners of the North West Company at Grand Portage; 
and here he found himself suddenly called upon to arrange 
for the absorption in the North West Company of the 
partners of Gregory, McLeod and Company. The North 
West agreement of 1783-4 had still two years to run; but 

this was perforce superseded in 1787 by a new agreement, 
which was to run for five years, and in which the partners 
of Gregory, McLeod and Company were included. 

The North West Company of 1787 was reorganized- 
on the basis of twenty shares, instead of sixteen. Of these 
four were assigned to the surviving partners of Gregory, 
McLeod, and Company—one each to John Gregory, 
Normand McLeod, Peter Pangman, and Alexander Mac- 
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kenzie. Peter Pond and William Holmes each retained 
their single shares, though Pond disposed of his a year 
or two later to William McGillivray. George McBeath, 
who had fallen on evil days, appears to have sold one of 
his shares to Simon McTavish, but kept the other; and 
Patrick Small, Nicholas Montour, and Robert Grant all 
continued to hold two shares. This left seven shares for 
Simon McTavish and Joseph Frobisher; and of these it 
is evident that Simon McTavish held four. When, there- 
fore, Joseph Frobisher accepted McTavish’s proposal in 
November, 1787, and the firm of McTavish, Frobisher 
and Company was formed, the new firm had already a 
dominant interest in the North West Company, for they 
controlled not only their own seven shares, but also the 
four shares held by Patrick Small and Nicholas Montour, 
the first of whom was McTavish’s lieutenant, and the 
second of whom was Frobisher’s. 

Within the brief space of eight years, therefore, Simon 
McTavish had risen from the position of being a com- 
paratively undistinguished member of a sixteen-share pool 
to being the senior partner in a firm which dominated a 
merger of all the rival interests of the North West. That 
he achieved this result by means of his own efforts, no one 
can contend. He was not responsible for the death of 
John Ross or for that of Benjamin Frobisher; but it is 
evident that he knew how to turn events to his own advan- 
tage, and to this extent he may be regarded as the archi- 
tect of his own success. 

The dominating position of McTavish, Frobisher and 
Company in the North West Company was confirmed and 
strengthened by the North West agreement of 1790, 
which was to come into effect in 1792. The first article 
of this agreement laid down that “McTavish, Frobisher 
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and Coy. shall do all the business of this concern at 
Montreal”; and the fourth article provided that Mc- 
Tavish, Frobisher and Company should be represented 
at the annual meeting at Grand Portage, in the event of 
Simon McTavish not being able to attend, by John 

Gregory and Daniel Sutherland, the latter of whom was 
apparently brought into the North West Company as a 
friend of Simon McTavish. This agreement was to last 
until 1799; but in 1795 a new agreement was made, of 
the details of which we know little, since no copy of it 
appears to have survived. We know, however, that the 
number of shares in the North West Company was in- 
creased from twenty to forty-six, thus permitting the 
introduction of a number of new partners, though the 
firm of McTavish, Frobisher and Company retained a 
controlling interest. We know also that it was agreed 
that the “‘agents’’ who were now to represent McTavish, 
Frobisher and Company at Grand Portage were to be 
William McGillivray and Alexander Mackenzie, who 
had been made partners of the firm in 1795. John 
Gregory was also made a partner in McTavish, Frobisher 
and Company about 1795, but he henceforth occupied a 
more or less dormant position; and Daniel Sutherland, 
having served his purpose as the personal representative 
of Simon McTavish, retired from the North West Com- 
pany altogether, to become later a partner in the 
XY Company. These re-arrangements put the finish- 
ing touches to the dominating position held by McTavish, 
Frobisher and Company in the fur-trade. Not only did 
the firm do all the buying and selling for the North West 
Company, but it controlled a majority of the shares in 
the Company, and the “agents” who met the wintering 
partners at Grand Portage were chosen from among its 
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partners. To describe McTavish, Frobisher and Com- 
pany as the virtual directorate of the North West Com- 
pany after 1795 would not be far from the truth. 

During the years from 1787 to 1795 the North West 
Company prospered exceedingly, to such an extent that 
during these years a number of the wintering partners of 
the Company—notably, Patrick Small, Nicholas Mon- 
tour, Peter Pangman, Robert Grant, and William 

Thorburn—were able to retire in affluence, some to estates 
in Scotland, and some to seigniories in Lower Canada. 
This was the time also of the Company’s most striking 
contribution to geographical discovery, when Alexander 
Mackenzie explored to its mouth in 1789 the Mackenzie 
River, and reached the Pacific Ocean in 1793. 

During this period the North West Company encoun- 
tered almost no opposition from Grand Portage. In 
1793, it is true, David Grant, “‘an old experienced trader” 
who had been a clerk of the Frobishers, together with 
Peter Grant and some others, attempted to set up an 
opposition on the Saskatchewan and Red Rivers; but 
their attempt was crushed, by means destined to become 
traditional in the fur-trade. David Grant died in Mont- 
real in 1797, a ruined man; and Peter Grant was com- 
pelled to seek re-employment in the North West 
Company. 

About 1797, however, opposition of a more formidable 
character developed from two different sources. One of 
these was the Montreal firm of Forsyth, Richardson and 
Company. This was a subsidiary of the London firm of 
Phyn, Ellice and Company,! which had Jong been engaged 

1For an account of the history of this firm, see R. H. Fleming, Phyn, Ellice 

and Company of Schenectady (Contributions to Canadian Economics, 1932, pp. 

7-41). 
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in the fur-trade from Detroit and Michilimackinac. The 
other was the Montreal firm of Parker, Gerrard and 
Ogilvy,! which had also been long engaged in the fur- 
trade, and had even before 1797 invaded the North West 
Company’s preserves about Lake Superior. Both these 
firms were obliged to turn to the North West trade by 
the handing over in 1796 to the United States of the 
western lake-posts, including Detroit and Michilimac- 
kinac. On October 28, 1798, Forsyth, Richardson and 
Company joined forces with the Detroit firm of Leith, 
Jamieson and Company; and the new organization was 
frankly named ‘“‘the New North West Company”. For 
a year or two a triangular struggle went on in the North 
West; but in 1800 a union was brought about among the 
opponents of the North West Company through the 
inclusion in the New North West Company of John Ogilvy, 
of Parker, Gerrard and Ogilvy, and John Mure, of Quebec. 
To this new organization came now to be applied popu- 
larly the name “XY Company”. Finally, in 1802, the 
New North West Company received a powerful adhesion 
in the person of Sir Alexander Mackenzie. Mackenzie, 
it will be remembered, belonged originally to the “Little 
Company” of 1783-7, and it is possible that he never 
became reconciled to the policies of the North West 
Company. Certainly, after his return from his epoch- 
making dash to the Pacific in 1793, he became dissatisfied 
with the attitude of his partners toward his work; and 
about 1798 he had a serious disagreement with his fellow- 
agent, William McGillivray. In 1799 he withdrew from 
the North West Company, and went to England, where 

1Some account of the history of the firm will be found in A. Shortt, Founders 
of Canadian banking: The Honourable George Moffatt (Journal of the Canadian 

Bankers’ Association, January, 1925, pp. 177-90). 
2 
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he published his Travels, and won international fame and 
a knighthood at the hands of George the Third. It is 
probable that he gave some sort of support to the New 
North West Company from the beginning, for a nephew 
who bore his name was one of the original wintering 
partners of the Company in 1798, and another relative, 
George Moffatt, entered the employ of Parker, Gerrard 
and Ogilvy about 1800; but in 1802 Mackenzie, on his 
return from England, definitely joined the New North 
West Company as a partner. He immediately took a 
leading part in it; and in 1803 he reorganized it under the 
name of “Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Company”. 

The New North West Company proved a serious com- 
petitor with the old. It appears to have had at its 
command a capital not less than that of its opponents; 
and it was only in the field that it was weaker. Mac- 
kenzie appears to have tried to detach from the North 
West Company some of its more experienced traders, 

such as his cousin Roderick; but he was unsuccessful, 
and, apart from himself, most of the wintering partners 
of the New North West Company were young and inex- 
perienced. Some of them, indeed, such as James Leith 
and John Haldane, were youths imported directly from 
Scotland. On the other hand, we know that by 1800, 
there was already some dissension between McTavish, 
Frobisher and Company and the wintering partners of 
the North West Company; and the conflict between the 
rival organizations in the West does not seem to have 
been conducted with the bitterness that had marked 
previous conflicts. Our knowledge of the details of the 
struggle is derived in the main from only a few stray 
journals which have survived; but, if we may judge from 

1See particularly the journals of Thomas Verchéres de Boucherville (who 
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them, little blood seems to have been spilt, and occasion- 
ally the rival traders were on fairly amicable terms. 

It was on the financial side that the struggle had its 
most serious repercussions. Competition reduced the 
profits of the fur-trade to such an extent that both the 
old company and the new were losing money. The 
Indians were being debauched, and important fur-bearing 
areas began to show signs of exhaustion. Simon Mc- 
Tavish, however, was not the sort of man to submit idly 
to the threat against his supremacy. He had overcome 
opposition too often to yield to it now. He introduced 
new economies into the trade, and he sought new areas to 
exploit. In 1800 he sent his nephew, Duncan McGil- 
livrary, on an abortive expedition to try to open up the 
fur-trade on the Pacific slope; and in 1802 he actually 
sent an expedition, under Alexander Fraser, to Hudson 
Bay, to try to break the monopoly of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. He obtained also the lease of “the King’s 
posts” on the St. Lawrence. It is probable that his 
traditional reputation as harsh and overbearing, and his 
nickname of “Le Marquis”, date from this period. Had 
he lived, it is interesting to speculate on the outcome of 
the struggle. But in the summer of 1804, while still a 
comparatively young man, he was carried off by what 
appeared at first a trifling illness, just as he was in the 
midst of building, with his profits from the fur-trade, a 
magnificent mansion on the mountain at Montreal. 

Immediately after the death of Simon McTavish, the 
forces working toward union made themselves felt; and 
on November 5, 1804, the New North West Company 

was a clerk in the XY Company), Jean Baptiste Perrault, Daniel Williams 
Harmon, Archibald Norman McLeod, and Hugh Faries, and the autobiography 

of John McDonald of Garth. 
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was absorbed in the old, on terms which, if fair, were 
severe. Sir Alexander Mackenzie ‘‘was excluded from 
any interference” in the fur-trade; and the business of the 
amalgamation was still to be conducted by McTavish, 
Frobisher and Company. The wintering partners of the 
New North West Company, however, were absorbed by 
the combined organization, and were given shares in it; 
and the New North West Company, as a whole, was given 
a quarter interest in the trade. The North West Com- 
pany’s agreement of 1795 had expired in 1802, and had 
been superseded by an agreement which had increased 
the number of shares from forty-eight to ninety-six, the 
object of this being apparently to strengthen the interests 
of the Company in the interior by giving partnerships to 
a large number of senior clerks. But this agreement was 
in 1804 superseded by a new agreement, under which the 
number of shares was increased to one hundred; and of 

these, by means of the retirement of a number of shares 
and other readjustments, twenty-five were set aside for 
the New North West Company. In order to protect their 
interests, “the XY people” were given the right of nom- 
inating an agent to represent them at Kaministiquia (or, 
as it was soon to be known, Fort William), which had in 
1803 taken the place of Grand Portage as the wilderness 
headquarters of the Company; but this provision did not 
prove wholly effective, and (as we shall see) “the XY 
people” suffered the common fate of minority share- 
holders, despite the fact that Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
devoted much thought to organizing their interests under 
the firm name of Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Company. 

The decade that followed the union of the XY Com- 

1See R. H. Fleming, The origin of “Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Company” 

(Cahadian historical review, 1928, pp. 137-55). 
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pany with the North West Company saw the North West 
Company’s greatest period of expansion and success. On 
Simon McTavish’s death, the direction of the Company 
passed into the hands of his nephew, William McGil- 
livray. McGillivray, who had been the first English 
clerk engaged by the Company in 1784, and who had been 
the chief “‘agent’”” of the Company since the defection of 
Alexander Mackenzie in 1798, may not have had the 
genius for business possessed by his uncle, but he had had 
a long experience in the North West trade, and he pro- 
ceeded to surround himself with practical fur-traders, who 
understood the conditions that they faced. His brother, 
Duncan McGillivray, who (like himself) had served a 
long apprenticeship in the West, and Roderick McKenzie, 
the cousin and correspondent of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, 
had been admitted to partnership in the firm of McTavish, 
Frobisher and Company in 1800, after the retirement of 
Joseph Frobisher in 1798; and gradually the older mem- 
bers of the firm disappeared. John Gregory returned to 
private life in 1806, and James Hallowell, who had been 

brought into the firm for financial reasons in 1787, had 
retired even earlier than this. Hallowell’s sons, William 
and James, continued to be members of the firm until 
they were forced out in 1814; and in 1811, Simon McGil- 
livray, the youngest brother of William McGillivray, who 
was lame and who had been a partner in the London 
supply house of McTavish, Fraser and Company, was 
brought into the firm. But in 1806, when the name of 
the firm was changed to McTavish, McGillivrays and 
Company, it was strengthened by the addition to it of 
two such veteran winterers as Angus Shaw and Archibald 
Norman McLeod. 

Under such direction the North West Company pushed 
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out to “new fields and pastures green”. In 1807, David 
Thompson, a wintering partner who has been described 
as “the greatest land geographer the British race has 
produced”’, crossed the Rockies, and opened up the fur- 
trade on the Pacific slope; and in 1808, Simon Fraser 
(the fourth of that name to be connected with the North 
West Company) followed to its mouth the river which 
still bears his name. For a time it looked as though the 
North West Company was to be forced to meet on the 
Pacific slope the competition of the Pacific Fur Company 
of John Jacob Astor, which in 1810 founded Fort Astoria 
at the mouth of the Columbia; but in 1813, after the 
outbreak of the War of 1812, Fort Astoria was handed 
over to the Nor’-Westers, and the North West Company 
thereupon fell heir to the whole of the fur-trade on the 
Pacific slope. In the prosecution of this trade, the 
Company embarked upon a policy of maritime expansion. 
The Company’s vessels sailed from England for the 
Columbia by way of Cape Horn, and from the Columbia 
they carried some of the furs of the Pacific slope to the 
markets of China.! 

During this period the North West Company crushed, 
with ruthless efficiency, all competition from Canada. 
Interlopers and free traders were discouraged by means 
which, if not actually illegal, bordered on illegality. Lord 
Selkirk, in his Sketch of the British fur-trade in North 
America, has provided us with some interesting illustra- 
tions of the means employed. One of these illustrations 
will suffice: 

“In the year 1801, Mr. Dominic Rousseau of Montreal, sent a canoe 

and four or five men, under the charge of Mr. Hervieu, his clerk, to Lake 

‘See Marion O'Neil, The maritime activities of the North West Company 

(Washington historical quarterly, 1930, pp. 243-67). 
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Superior, with an assortment of goods, calculating that he should dispose 
of them to advantage among the servants of the North-West Company, 
during their annual assemblage at the Grand Portage on Lake Superior. 

Small as this adventure was, it excited the jealousy of the North-West 
Company. Hervieu pitched his tent, and opened his shop, at a distance 
of about a gun-shot from their fort, or trading post; but it was not long 

before he was accosted by some of the partners, and particularly by Mr. 
Duncan M’Gillivray, who peremptorily ordered him to quit the place 

telling him, that he had no right to come there....... 
“In the year 1806, Mr. Rousseau again attempted a trading adventure 

to the Indian country. He entered into partnership with a Mr. Delorme, 

whom he dispatched from Montreal with two canoes loaded with goods 
for the interior. Mr. Delorme proceeded as far as Lake Superior, and, 

in order to avoid collision, he there took the old route by the Grand 

Portage, which the North-West Company had then abandoned. When 
he had advanced a few days’ journey through the intricate and difficult 

country beyond Lake Superior, he was overtaken by Mr. Alexander 

M’Kay, a partner of the North-West Company, with a number of men, 

who went forward along the route, by which Mr. Delorme was to advance, 

and proceeded to fell trees across the road, at the portages, and on all the 
narrow creeks by which they were to pass. They soon accomplished such 

a complete obstruction, that Mr. Delorme with his small party, found it 

impossible to open a passage for his loaded canoes. His adventure being 

thus entirely frustrated, he left his goods, and made his retreat with his 

menonly. On his arrival at Fort William, the trading-post of the North- 

West Company, he found Mr. M’Gilhvray, by whose direction these 

obstructions had been made. To him Delorme presented the keys of the 

packages which he had left, and remonstrated on the unjustifiable manner 

in which he had been treated; but his appeal was fruitless. Finding that 
no redress could otherwise be obtained, Mr. Rousseau brought an action 

of damages against the Company; but the case did not come to trial, a 

compromise having been offered and accepted. The North-West Com- 
pany agreed to pay for the goods which Delorme had left beyond the 
Grand Portage, at the invoice price as valued at Montreal. By this, Mr. 

Rousseau lost all the wages of the men, and other expenses he had incurred 
in the outfit, but he thought it advisable to accept the compensation, 
however inadequate, rather than trust to the chance of obtaining justice 

in the courts of law.” 

Such methods of meeting competition in the fur-trade 
were not new, nor did they cease with the disappearance 
of the North West Company, as may be seen by anyone 
who cares to read John McLean’s Notes of a twenty-five 
years service in the Hudson’s Bay Territories; but it was 
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perhaps at this period that these methods reached their 
highest degree of effectiveness. The “ancient North 
West spirit” was marked by a most admirable courage 
and fortitude; but it was capable on occasion of a decided 
form of Schrecklichkeit. 

From the beginning the Nor’-Westers had been at war 
with the Hudson’s Bay Company. The Hudson’s Bay 
Company runners who penetrated into the interior in 
1767 had carried printed dodgers warning the “Canada 
pedlars” against interfering with the Company’s trade, 
and the “Canada pedlars”’ had paid no attention to these 
warnings. But the warfare thus begun had seldom 
become acute. The Hudson’s Bay Company had never 
attempted to assert in the courts the exclusive trading 
privileges in Rupert’s Land conferred on them by their 
charter; and their servants had seldom ventured to inter- 

fere with the Nor’-Westers. There had been clashes, but 
in these, as a rule, the Hudson’s Bay men had come off 
second best. It was not to be expected that poorly-paid 
employees would be able to meet the competition of the 
bold adventurers who were themselves partners in the 
North West Company. The Nor’-Westers did not deny 
to the Hudson’s Bay men whatever share the latter could 
get of the fur-trade in the watershed of Hudson Bay, 
though they came to regard the Athabaska country as 
their own special preserve; but the Hudson’s Bay men 
apparently regarded the competition of the Nor’-Westers 
as a necessary evil, except near the forts on Hudson Bay 
itself. The North West Company advanced, indeed, the 
claim that the exclusive rights granted to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company in the watershed of Hudson Bay were 
invalid; but the Hudson’s Bay Company never thought 
it worth while to bring their claim to an issue. Shortly 
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before his death Simon McTavish conceived the idea of 
securing a controlling interest in the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, and thus bringing about a merger of the two com- 
panies, but for reasons that are obscure, this project, 
which would have changed materially the course of 
events, fell through. 

Only after 1811 did the struggle become acute. It was 
in that year the Earl of Selkirk, the youthful Scottish peer 
who had obtained a controlling interest in the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, and who had conceived the rather wild 
scheme of planting a colony of Scottish crofters on the 
banks of the Red River, obtained a grant of forty-five 
millions of acres in the valley of the Red River. On this 
he proceeded to found a settlement, near the site of the 
present city of Winnipeg, which lay across the line of 
communications of the North West Company. This was 
something that the North West Company was not 
prepared to tolerate, for it struck at the very existence of 
their trade. How Lord Selkirk ever imagined they would 
submit tamely to this threat, it is difficult to conceive. 
They promptly resolved to break up the Selkirk settle- 
ment. Twice they drove the settlers from their homes; 
and on June 19, 1816, there took place a pitched battle at 
Seven Oaks, near the Red River settlement, between the 

Hudson’s Bay men and the half-breed partisans of the 
North West Company, that resulted in the massacre of 
Robert Semple, the governor of Selkirk’s colony, and 
twenty of his men. When news of this affair reached 
Lord Selkirk, he was on his way to the Red River with a 
force of mercenary soldiers; and he promptly seized the 
North West Company’s headquarters at Fort William, 
arrested several of the partners of the Company, and sent 
them back to Canada for trial. 
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It is not within the scope of this introduction to 
attempt to describe the struggle that took place during 
the years 1811-20, both in the West and in the law courts, 
between Lord Selkirk and the Nor’-Westers—a struggle 
that gave rise to a veritable avalanche of controversial 
literature! To describe the contest even in a super- 
ficial way would require an amount of space dispropor- 
tionate to the scale of this sketch, as well as the repe- 
tition of a story already fully told by other writers. All 
that is necessary here is to point to the results of the 
struggle. 

On the face of things, the North West Company did 
not come out of the contest badly. Despite Lord Selkirk’s 
powerful connections, and the strength of his legal posi- 
tion, with the Hudson’s Bay Company’s charter behind 
him, the North West Company won most of the law- 
suits arising from the dispute (partly, it was said, 
because of the strong influence which the Company was 
able to exert on the government of Upper and Lower 
Canada); and in 1820, Lord Selkirk, worn out by the 
struggle, died in the south of France, whither he had gone 
to recover his health, a disappointed and apparently 
beaten man. But in reality the Nor’-Westers had won a 
Pyrrhic victory. Lord Selkirk had not only interrupted 
seriously the routine of their trade, but he had roused 
the Hudson’s Bay Company to an activity in competition 
which they had never heretofore shown. He enlisted in 
the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company a number of 
former servants of the North West Company, men of 
aggressive temper such as John Clarke and Colin Robert- 
son; and these had carried the war into Africa. In 1816, 

'For a bibliography of the Selkirk controversy, see the Canadian historical 

review, 1932, pp. 45-50. 
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the Hudson’s Bay Company invaded the Athabaska 
country, which had hitherto been regarded as the special 
preserve of the Nor’-Westers; and elsewhere the Hudson’s 
Bay Company roused itself to redoubled efforts. It had 
always had the advantage of lower costs, since the cost of 
transporting goods to the interior from Hudson Bay had 
been half that of transporting them from Montreal; but 
the ineffective competition which the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s servants had offered had rendered this differ- 
ence in costs largely nugatory. Now, however, stren- 
uous opposition from Hudson Bay cut the North West 
Company’s profits to zero or minus. Add to this the 
cost of the expensive litigation imposed upon the Com- 
pany by the legal struggle with Lord Selkirk, and it will 
be seen that the contest involved the North West Com- 
pany in heavy losses. Up to 1814 the Company had been 
prosperous; but the probability is that, if an accurate 
accounting had been kept of its operations from 1814 to 
1821 (which was, apparently, not done), these would have 

revealed the fact that it was plunging into bankruptcy. 
It should be explained that the North West Company 
had this defect in its financial structure that it did not 
have, like most modern incorporated companies, a reserve 
fund, but distributed its profits after each annual venture. 
Indeed, many of its younger partners were in debt to it, 
since it had advanced to them the price of their shares. 
It will be seen, therefore, that the North West Company 
was ill equipped to meet a prolonged struggle such as was 
imposed on it by Lord Selkirk. 

Just when the partners of the North West Company, 
and in particular the partners of McTavish, McGillivrays 
and Company, began to realize that they were headed 
toward insolvency, it is difficult to determine. Though 
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William and Simon McGillivray, as well as Thomas Thain 
(who became a partner of McTavish, McGillivrays and 
Company in 1813, and took charge of their accounts), 
received large advances from McTavish, McGillivrays 
and Company, there is evidence that the Company held 
back payments that they had contracted to make. Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie, before his death in 1820, com- 
plained that he had not received a farthing of the moneys 
owing to him; and in 1830 his widow obtained in the 
courts an award of £10,000, representing, in part, pay- 
ments owing to her husband at this period. When the 
agreement constituting McTavish, McGillivrays and 
Company came to an end in 1822, the firm was not wound 
up (a fact sufficiently significant), but the firm of McGil- 
livrays, Thain and Company was formed for the purpose 
of taking over its assets and liabilities. When both these 
firms became insolvent in 1825, it was found that their 
accounts were in hopeless confusion. The statement was 
made by Simon McGillivray that their books were bal- 
anced in 1821; but one may be permitted to doubt 
whether the balance-sheet struck at this time represented 
the true state of affairs. 

It seems clear, however, that the financial condition 
of the North West Company dawned upon the majority 
of the wintering partners only at the annual meeting at 
Fort William in 1820. For many years, it is true, there 
had been discontent among the winterers. Simon Mc- 
Tavish had complained about their attitude toward the 
“agents” as early as 1800; and in 1808, Daniel McKenzie 
had dubbed his fellow-partners ‘“‘McGillivray’s geese’’. 
But it was only in 1820 that this discontent came to a 
head. By that time the majority of the partners who 
met at Fort William had come to realize that the affairs 
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of the Company were in a parlous condition, and that 
only by a union of the North West and Hudson’s Bay 
companies could the suicidal strife between them be 
brought to anend. They delegated two of their number, 
Dr. John McLoughlin and Angus Bethune, to proceed to 
London to attempt to negotiate a union; and in Novem- 
ber, 1820, McLoughlin and Bethune actually sailed for 
London from New York, together with Colin Robertson, 
a former Nor’-Wester who had enlisted in the service of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and to whose letters we are 
indebted for much of our knowledge of the negotiations 
that followed. 

Meanwhile, however, other influences were at work. 
The British government was perturbed by the long- 
continued disturbances in what were called “the Indian 
countries of North America’; and the colonial secretary, 
Lord Bathurst, appealed to Edward Ellice, of the firm of 
Inglis, Ellice and Company, which was a supply house 
both for Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Company and for 
McTavish, McGillivrays and Company, in the hope that 
he might be able to bring about a union of the Hudson’s 
Bay and North West interests. Ellice was an admirable 
person for this purpose: he had been a strong partisan 
of the North West Company, but he was a rising man in 
the Whig party, and having married the sister of Earl 
Grey in 1809, and having been elected member for 
Coventry in the House of Commons in 1818, was likely 
to carry weight with the Governor and Committee of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. At the same time, William 
and Simon McGillivray, having had their hands forced 
by the wintering partners, became convinced that in 
union lay the only solution of their difficulties; and the 
end of 1820 found them also in London, ready to enter 
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into negotiations with Hudson’s Bay House. 
In these circumstances, the Governor and Committee 

of the Hudson’s Bay Company occupied a strong position. 
They signified their willingness to discuss union; but they 
were able to play the wintering partners off against the 
agents of the North West Company, and indeed to dictate 
their own terms. After an amusing triangular negot- 
iation, they declined to deal only with the wintering 
partners, since they feared that if they did so the McGil- 
livrays and Ellice might set up a new opposition; and the 
agreement finally made was between the Governor and 
Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company on the one 
hand, and William McGillivray, Simon McGillivray, and 
Edward Ellice on the other hand, “‘on behalf of them- 
selves and the North West Company of Montreal’. It 
is usual to describe the union brought about in 1821 as an 
amalgamation of the two companies, but it is more accur- 
ately described as an absorption of the North West 
Company into the Hudson’s Bay Company. Trade was 
to be carried on under the name and charter of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, which was now granted a 
monopoly; and the wintering partners of the North West 
Company were commissioned, by deed poll, chief factors 
and chief traders of the Hudson’s Bay Company. As for 
McTavish, McGillivrays and Company, it ceased to 
perform the function of ‘‘agents”’ in the fur-trade; and it 
became merely the headquarters of the Montreal district. 
It is true that the two parties to the agreement were to 
find an equal share of capital, and to divide equally the 
profits and losses thereon; and that there was set up a 
joint board “‘for consulting and advising on the manage- 
ment of the fur-trade”. But this board was purely ad- 
visory, executive authority being centred in the Governor 
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and Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company; and in 
any case, a majority of the members of the board were 
appointed by the Hudson’s Bay Company. In 1821, 
for instance, the Hudson’s Bay Company were repre- 
sented by J. Berens, jr., J. H. Pelly, A. Colville, and N. 
Garry, whereas the Nor’-Westers were represented only 
by William and Simon McGillivray and John Fraser, of 
McTavish, Fraser and Company in London. Annual 
changes were made in the composition of the board; and 
in 1824, John Fraser was replaced by Edward Ellice. But 
the proportion of Hudson’s Bay men and Nor’-Westers 
remained constant. 

In the summer of 1821, Nicholas Garry and Simon 
McGillivray went to America to put the union agreement 
into effect; and in August, 1821, they met the wintering 

partners at Fort William, in what was destined to be the 
last annual parliament of the North West Company. 
From the diary of Nicholas Garry, which has been pre- 
served,!it is clear that relations between Garry and Simon 
McGillivray became decidedly strained. But all diffi- 
culties were finally smoothed over; the wintering partners 
received their commissions as officers of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and went off to their wintering grounds; and 
the North West Company passed into history. 

The story, however, does not end here. The union 
agreement of 1821 was to run for twenty-one years; and 

the assumption has been general that it provided a per- 
manent basis for the union of the interests of the two 
companies. Such, however, was very far from being the 
case. The agreement had been in force barely three 

See Diary of Nicholas Garry, deputy-governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, 

1822.3 (Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 2nd series, vol. vi, sect. ii, 

pp. 73-204). 
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years when it was, by common consent, abrogated; and 

a new arrangement substituted. By this arrangement, 
William McGillivray, Simon McGillivray, and Edward 
Ellice were given substantial blocks of stock in the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, in lieu of the shares of profit 
assigned them by the agreement of 1821; and the joint 
board for consulting and advising on the management of 
the fur-trade passed out of existence. The McGillivrays 
became merely private shareholders in the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, without any voice in its direction; and only 
Edward Ellice was given a place on the committee or 
directorate of the Company. It was stipulated, more- 
over, that the McGillivrays and Ellice should stand 
between the Hudson’s Bay Company and any claims 
made against the North West Company or McTavish, 
McGillivrays and Company; and they were required to 
set aside, out of the stock allotted to them, shares to the 
amount of £50,000 for meeting such claims. 

It is not difficult to discern the reasons lying behind 
this new arrangement. The joint advisory board had 
been set up in 1821 partly, no doubt, in order to spare the 
feelings of the McGillivrays, and partly in order to ensure 
the smooth absorption of the Nor’-Westers into the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. By 1824, thanks to the wise 
measures of George Simpson, the new Governor of the 
Company’s territories in North America, the second of 
these objects had been achieved; and the need for the 
joint advisory board, which had probably not proved a 
very effective instrument of administration in any case, 
had passed away. On the other hand, the affairs of the 
McGillivrays had probably reached a point where it was 
dangerous to consider their feelings any longer. Henry 
McKenzie, one of the partners of McTavish, McGil- 
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livrays and Company, had protested against the high- 
handed action of the McGillivrays in agreeing to the 
union of 1821 without consulting their partners, and was 
threatening action in the courts. At the same time the 
financial affairs of the firm were evidently approaching a 
crisis. Early in 1824, Simon McGillivray was so embar- 
rassed financially that he was compelled to sell at auction 
in London his valuable collection of paintings. In these 
circumstances, it seemed, no doubt, only common prud- 
ence for the Hudson’s Bay Company to protect itself 
against possible litigation, and incidentally to throw the 
McGillivrays to the wolves. 

The event proved the wisdom of this course. In 
August, 1825, Thomas Thain, who was in charge of the 
office of McTavish, McGillivrays and Company and 
McGillivrays, Thain and Company in Montreal, and was 
at the same time resident agent of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company for the Montreal district, suddenly left Mont- 
real for Great Britain, in a manner which gave the im- 
pression that he was absconding; and on his arrival in 
England he succumbed to an attack of mental illness 
which made necessary his removal to an insane asylum. 
Shortly afterwards, on October 16, 1825, William McGil- 
livray, who had been in ill-health for some time, died; 
and Simon McGillivray was compelled to come out to 
Montreal, at a time when he could ill afford to leave his 
affairs in England, to attempt to straighten the affairs of 
the Montreal office. He found the books of McTavish, 
McGillivrays and Company locked in Thomas Thain’s 
private rooms, and gave up all hopes of balancing them; 
but he promptly met the creditors of McTavish, McGil- 
livrays and Company, and placed the whole of his per- 
sonal fortune, as well as that of his brother, at their 

3 



34 HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

disposal. He was not able, however, to get his creditors 

to agree upon the course of action he proposed, and he 
was compelled to place his affairs in the hands of trustees, 
leaving Pierre de Rocheblave in temporary charge of the 
Montreal office. Not until 1830 did Simon McGillivray’s 
trustees receive from Edward Ellice the sum of £110,000 
to meet his liabilities; and even then his creditors re- 
ceived only ten shillings in the pound. But by this time 
Simon McGillivray had passed out of the picture. In 
1829 his penniless condition compelled him to accept an 
appointment as a gold commissioner in South America; 
and he was obliged to leave his nieces, the daughters of 
William McGillivray, in destitute circumstances in 
London. Such was the fall of the proud house of Mc- 
Tavish, McGillivrays and Company, who had been only 
a few brief years before uncrowned rulers of nearly half 
a continent. 

It was fortunate that Edward Ellice, who now stood 
between the Hudson’s Bay Company and the hungry 
creditors of the North West Company, was a man of 
great wealth; for litigation over the debts of the North 
West Company went on for many years. In Hudson’s 
Bay House in London there are preserved numerous legal 
documents labelled “North West Company Partners’ 
Trust”. These are the documents which tell the story 
of how the claims of the creditors of the North West 
Company were finally satisfied; and the last of the docu- 
ments bears the date of 1851. 

The story of the Nor’-Westers, though not without its 
darker pages, is a brilliant chapter in the history of 
Canada. No braver or more picturesque band of adven- 
turers ever put it to the touch, to gain or lose it all. Some 
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of them were French-Canadian traders and voyageurs, the 
sons of those who had followed La Vérendrye to the rivers 
and prairies of the West in the dying days of the French 
régime. Others were American frontiersmen who had 
served their apprenticeship in the fur-trade in the valleys 
of the Ohio and the Mississippi. Most of them were 
Scottish Highlanders, the sons of those who had come to 
Canada in Wolfe’s army or as United Empire Loyalists 
in the American Revolution. The number of them who 
were connected with that gallant regiment, the 78th or 
Fraser’s Highlanders, is remarkable; and it is no less re- 
markable that the numerous Frasers, McTavishes, and 
McGillivrays, who played such an important part in the 
history of the North West Company, nearly all came from 
Lord Lovat’s estates. The names of the North West 
Company partners sound like a roll-call of the clans at 
Culloden. These men were hardy, courageous, shrewd, 
and proud. They spent a good part of their lives travel- 
ling incredible distances in birch-bark canoes, shooting 
rapids, or navigating inland seas. They were wrecked 
and drowned. They suffered hunger and starvation. 
They were robbed and murdered by the Indians, and 
sometimes by one another. They fell the victims of 
smallpox, syphilis, and rum. Yet they conquered half 
a continent, and they built up a commercial empire, the 
like of which North America at least has never seen. 

It is one of the ironies of history that this gallant 
enterprise should have been brought to nought through 
a compatriot of those Scots who formed its backbone. 
Lord Selkirk may deserve the credit for establishing in 
the Canadian West the first colony of real settlers; but he 
deserves just as well the opprobrium of having ruined the 
first great industry that Canadians, by means of forti- 
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tude and foresight, had developed. The fall of the North 
West Company, for which Lord Selkirk was mainly 
responsible, was a blow to both Canada and its commer- 
cial centre, Montreal. It meant that the fur-trade was 
diverted from Montreal to Hudson Bay. It meant that 
large numbers of Canadian people, who had relied on the 
fur-trade for their livelihood, were robbed of their means 
of support. It meant the end of that picturesque group 
of fur-trade magnates who had made Montreal famous 
for its hospitality. Within an unbelievably short time, 
this element disappeared from the life of Montreal, and 
took refuge in small towns in Upper and Lower Canada, 
where the cost of living was more in line with their 
diminished incomes; and now, after only a little more 
than a century, it is difficult to find in Montreal more 
than a handful of those in whose veins runs the blood of 
“the lords of the lakes and the forests’. 
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1. Extract rrom a Letrer or ANDREW GraHaM, MasTeR at 

York Fort, To tHE GOVERNOR AND COMMITTEE OF THE 

Hupson’s Bay Company, paTepD York Fort, Aucust 26, 
1772): 

[Hudson's Bay House, Letters from York Fort, v. 6, ff. 327/330.) 

York Fort August 26". 1772. 
Honourable Gentlemen. ... 

The Situation of your Affairs in this Country is very unpromis- 
ing, I have not been Indolent, I have gained certain Information 
of what is doing Inland, & think it my Duty to lay before you the 
success of my Enquiry. Your Trade at York Fort & Severn is 

greatly diminished, the Keskochewan Indians Who are the Support 
of it being intercepted by the Canadian Pedlars who are yearly 
Gaining fresh Influence over them by supplying them with Goods 
Inland. The Indians resort thither in the Winter for Ammunition 
& the whole body of the Natives build their Canoes not far distant 
from the residence of the Traders to whom they resort to Purchase 
Ammunition & other Articles in the Spring & finding they can 
procure Tobacco & other Necessarys so near & being kept in 

Liquor, every Inducement to visit the Company’s Factorys is 
forgot, & the prime ffurrs are picked out & traded, the refuse is 

tied up & brought down to us by the Leading Indians & their 
followers: of such as these is Your Honours’ Trade composed; 

1This letter provides the earliest evidence which has hitherto come to light 
regarding the concentration of interests among the “‘Canada pedlars”. It is 

reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s Bay 

Company. 
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the Wolves are seldom taken by the Canadians. After they were 
all gone there was very little Coat & Parchment Beaver & no 
Martins but thirty four Canoes of Indians coming down the North 
River gave a fine help out being well gooded both in Quality & 
Quantity amongst which a large Parcell of Split Cats which they 
Purchase from the Western Archithinues two of whom came with 
them. I shewed them how to Case & Stretch them, & they pro- 
mised to bring them so & tell their Countrymen. 

I received two Letters from Thomas Corry but returned no 
Answer to either, not thinking myself at Liberty without Permission 
from the Honourable Board. Wappenassew the Indian men- 
tioned in Corry’s Letters is a Person of Prime Consideration 
with the Natives & his Influence is very extensive, he came to 
York Fort in 1755 & continued with us until two Years ago, when 
the Canadians who have great need of his Assistance to promote 
their Trade & protect their Persons, tried every means to attach 
him to their Service, & they have succeeded. He lives in their 
House all the Winter, dines at Table with the Master, & his family 
are Cloathed with Cloth & no favour is refused, In return he induces 

the Indians to resort thither, he Convoys the large Canoes up & 
down to Michillimackinac & in great Measure prevents the num- 
erous Tribes through which they are obliged to pass, from molesting 
them. 

On the 11th of July, John Cole came down hither with three 
Canoes of Indians he was Servant to Thomas Corry but left him on 
Account of Ill usage, & came to York Fort in hopes to be employed; 
he is a strong, tall, able Man, speaks the English, French, & Indian 
Languages, was formerly one of the Battoe Men, & has travelled 
over a large extent of Ground from Bristol in New-Jersey, but 
never was at Quebeck or Montreal, talks very sensible, & can write 

a little, & very much belov’. by the Natives; from him I got the 
foll®. Particulars. The Company (mentioned in Corry’s Letters) 
consists of Mess™. Blandeau at Montreal & Keshew his Brother, 
George McBeath, Tod, & Thomas Corry at Michillimackinac, 
John Erskine! at Emissions, 9 Miles above that Fort; & another 
French Gent". Name unknown, They all have much influence 
over the Natives. Particularly Corry & Erskine, the latter for- 

‘ohn Askin. 
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merly was a great Fur trader above Albany Town, where he became 
Bankrupt, & afterwards came to Canada where he carries on a 
large Trade, not less than 500 packs of Furrs annually, when 

mustered from all Parts. 
The Goods are fitted out from Quebeck by one Justice Walker,! 

(the same Person who in the Year 1765 was Assaulted, & had his 

nose slit, & his Ears cut off;) from thence they are forwarded to 

Mr. Blandeau at Montreal who sends them up to Fort Michilli- 
mackinac where Major Rogers formerly Commanded leaving this 
place (where two Companies of the Royal Americans under the 
command of Capt". Turnbull are stationed) they are sent in large 
Canoes made of Birch Rind & Cedar seven fathoms long with 
Seven men in each thro’ Lake Superior up to the great carrying 
place, which requires 10 days to carry their goods across, & are 
then embarked in Canoes of half the former dimensions, & proceed 
by Rivers to the Rainey Lake, or Lake Lipré, where Francis & 
Mishel Buoy two Brothers reside who are old standing Traders to 
the Southward & have great Command over the Indians; having 

passed that, they proceed to the Woody Lake, and up Winnepeg 
River to Winnepeg Lake, little Sea or what we commonly cail the 
Great Lake, (as You will see mentioned in the Indian sketch) 

which requires between twenty & forty days to pass thro’ to a large 
fall at the entrance of the River De Pane (i.e. Keskachewan River) 

which leads to the Cedar Lake where Corry traded this Year, & 
is two Days Journey below Basquea. 

In this long Journey they have 113 carrying places, & pass 

thro’ different Nations of Indians who are often very unruly 
unless their extravag'. demands are complyed with. Corry has a 
decent kind of a House, Stockaded round, he brought with him 
thirty Men including himself & Pilot, & seven are left to take 
care of the House, & goods which remained undisposed of, until the 

arrival of Erskine this fall, who succeeds & intends to build a 

proper house, the Servants are sent out amongst the Indians to 
inform them where they have put up, & to induce them to come 
into Trade, sev'!. tribes unknown at your Factorys have left their 
former Country, & drawn nigher the Canadian Settlements for the 

1Thomas Walker. See A. L. Burt, The mystery of Walker’s ear (Canadian 

Historical Review, 1922). 
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conveniency of Trade, in short the Pedlars being on the Spot, & 
the Indians in want of Ammunition &*. certainly will be detri- 
mental to your Affairs, this Information entirely agrees with the 
report of Bat & Primo! who were coming down hither with 160 
Canoes, but were met in the River De Pane by other Indians who 
told them that the Canadians were at the Cedar Lake, & had 
Plenty of Goods & Spirituous Liquors, upon which they wheeled 
off to go thither notwithstanding all the Arguments of our Men 
to perswade them to the contrary. 

The Indians that did come down never offered to deny having 
traded their prime Furrs with Canadians but seemed to Manifest 
an Uncommon Indifference about coming down, & when trading I 
overheared them say to each other, “Purchase only this or that 
Article as for the rest we can get them Yonder”. 

Corry & Erskine are desirous of getting Primo and Bat with 
them, not that they want their Service, but because they draw 

the Natives, for I firmly believe they are Assiduous in your Service, 
but (as John Cole & Primo says) nothing will do but the making 
of a Settlement Inland. 

The great Encouragm' I gave the Indians has reduced the 
overplus. I maturely considered the matter & did for the best, 
I sent Wappenassew & several others some Tobacco with strict 

orders to come down next Year, I am of opinion, they will obey 
me, if Erskine’s New England Rum does not prevail. 

The Number of Year’s I have been acquainted with York 
Fort & the attention with which I have viewed Your Honours’ 
Affairs, I hope will warrant the offering of my Sentiments on this 
occasion. 

It appears to me that the only way of increasing the Furr 
Trade is to have an Inland Settlement to supply the Natives with 
Necessarys, Ammunition Tobacco & Brandy would be the Principal 
Articles, without the latter the Indians would not resort to Your 

House if they could procure it else where. In an undertaking 

of this kind Your Honours have many advantages over the Pedlars, 
Your distance would be small in comparison to theirs (John Cole 
declared that he would engage to conduct Jarge loaded Canoes 
up to the River de Pane in forty Days, the Indians in light Canoes 

isaac Batt and Louis Primeau, two servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
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go in thirteen Days with fine Weather) the falls & carrying places 
are far less Numerous, no Natives to pass thro’ but such as an- 
nually take Debt at the Fact”. & are in friendship with us; The 
Brazile Tobacco would be strong enticement to the Indians, & 
the largeness of the Company’s Standard seems likely to deter the 
Canadians from pursuing a trafick which must be carried on under 
many disadvantages. 

I have entertained John Cole in your Service for three Years 
at 12. pr. Annum, & given him leave to bring down next Year a 
fellow Servant of his, named Bove, a Canadian, a good able Man 

who resides amongst the Natives, so if Your Honours should think 
proper to adapt a Measure of this Nature those Men with Primo 
& Bat will serve to initiate others. Cole desired me to inform the 
Board, that they would find him no bad Man, & that he would do 

his utmost for their Interest. He says 14 Men would be sufficient 

& I am certain the Natives would give Assistance the Master at 
York Fort must push it up with a willingness, & a Master of the 

Undertaking, must be a Young, lively Person, that will continue 
some Years in your Service, I know no Person that would Answer 
so well as Mess". Hearne at Churchill & Mr. Hutchins at York 

Fort. John Cole told me that it must be carried on the same 
manner as the Canadian Pedlars, in large Birch Rind Canoes, two 
of which I have ordered down next Year. 

The Canadians are chosen Men inured to hardships & fatigue, 
under which most of Your Present Servants would sink, A Man in 

the Canadian Service who cannot carry two Packs of eighty Lbs. 

each, one & an half League losses his trip that is his Wages. But 
time & Practice would make it easy, & even a few Canadians 
may be got who would be thankful of Your Honours Service. John 
Cole informed me that the traders above in their Discourse con- 

cerning the Little North (meaning Hudson’s Bay) wondered that 
we lay along the Sea & did not penetrate Inland. 

I have often reflected that the Accounts given us by Men 
sent Inland were incoherent & unintelligible, I thought therefore 
that a sensible Person might Answer the Purpose much better, & 
make many observations which may be of Utility, & mentioning 

my Sentiments to Mr. Cocking, he readily offered himself for any 
Service to promote Your Interest. I have therefore sent him 
Inland with a Leading Indian, he will give a rational Account of 
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Things, & endeavour to find the Longitude & Latitude of Places 
having been instructed therein by Mess". Falconer & Lockey, at 

the same time his Rank at the Factory, will make him more re- 
spected by the Natives, & induce them to pay a regard to what he 
says. 

cee eens Let me then have cause to bless Your Goodness. 
Which will ever bind me to be 

Hon?" Sirs 

Your Grateful & obliged 
Humble Servant 

ANDREW GRAHAM 
Endorsed. 

YF 1772. Mr. Andrew Graham 

Letter from him Dated 26th August 
treating on the C. affairs—his 
observations on the advances made 
by the Pedlars, with his thoughts 
of the most probable means to circumvent 
them—begs for leave to send home a 
Child—and to Pay the Balance due to him. 

2. Extracrs From Matruew Cockino’s JournaL oF Occur- 
RENCES AND TRANSACTIONS AT CUMBERLAND House, 1775-6.! 

[Hudson's Bay House.] 
1776 
Jany 22d. 
MONDAY Wind S.W. Clear Weather, very sharp. Henry with 
his two Men set off on their way to the Upper Settlement & Fro- 
bisher with his Men on their return to the Beaver Lake. These 
Pedlers seemed to be very polite rather upon the extreme, owing to 
their intercourse with the French Canadians; indeed the common 

1The version of Matthew Cocking’s journal edited by L. J. Burpee in the 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 3rd series, vol. ii, sect. ii, is a very 

much abbreviated and garbled version of the original journal, from which a 

great deal of interest to the historian of the fur-trade has been omitted. The 

present extracts are reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee 

of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
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Men seem to affect a kind of fulsome finesse in their Beheaviour 
to each other, much above their Situation. Our Conversation 
ran chiefly on indifferent Matters, but sometimes flagging, kept 

up with Accounts of their own Affairs, much of no consequence; 
but the chief, that French Laws having been established in Canada 
last April they suspect the Pedling Business will be confined to 
few hands as in the French time, and consequently that the present 
Quantities of Furrs Yearly carried down will be much deminished 
tho’ the Proffits accrueing will be much greater in proportion. 
That at present the Traders most of them carry on the Business 
seperately, being supplied with Men & Goods from Montreal; 
But being so Numerous several of them are obliged often to reside 
in one Place, when to prevent Confusion the Goods are laid in 
one common Stock for the time, and one Person takes the Direction 

of the whole, each Trader receiving his proportion of Furrs ac- 
cording to his Stock. That the Traders are Yearly increasing, and 

this Year no less than sixty Canoes with Goods came from the 
Grand Carrying Place: by this means the Proffits, considering 
the great adventures in coming here to Trade are reduced to near 

as low an Ebb as the Missisipi Trade, and the minds of the Natives 
are continually corrupting by the seperate Interest of the Traders 
who use very ungenerous methods with each other. They were 
very free in their observations on some of their fellow Traders 
&c. The pedler Bruce who was in the little Sea Lake as mentioned 
in my last Years Journal, and in my former Journal to be at Basquio, 
Is it seems at present below the large Sea Lake. These Pedlers 
giving as a reason for his shifting so often that his severe method 
of treating the Natives prevents his residing twice in one Place 
The Pedler Franceway who has been many Years Trading in these 

Parts being superanuted is retired. 

{[May] 17th. 
FRIDAY Calm Weather most part clear, in the Evening Cloudy 
with lightening and distant Thunder. The Indians went away. 
They seemed to be,much pleased with their Treatment and renewed 
their Promises made Yesterday. I am informed that the Master 
Pedlers up above are at present at Variance and have some of 
them parted Stocks, one in particularlar [sic] is Tenting & Trades 
without the Stockades. 
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3. Extract From Marruew Cockino’s Journat oF THE Most 
REMARKABLE TRANSACTIONS AND OccuRRENCES AT CUMBER- 
LAND House, 1776-7. 

{Hudson's Bay House.] 

1777. 
February 7th 

FRIDAY Wind variable clear Weather. Last night Robert 
Longmore & Malchom Ross arrived from Inland bringing four 
Sledge Loads of Furrs, hauled by Dogs. They tell me that they 
came from Mekisew Wachy /ie/ Eagle Hill/ mentioned in my 
first inland Journal/ When the Indians they left /chiefly Assinnee 
Poetuck/ are pounding Buffalo, that they set off from there forty 
Days ago, but having to wait to provide Sledges & Snow Shoes on 

the Road detained them much. They say that there is so little 
Snow on the Ground where they came from that the Indians had 
not yet then occasion for Snow Shoes or Sledges. That an Indian 

did set off to accompany them Here, But when they came to the 
upper Pedlers House He Traded a little Provision which was all 
that belonged to Him and then left them to turn Back. However 

the Pedlers gave our Men a little Supply of Provision and were 
otherwise very kind. Robert Longmore & Malchom Ross accord- 
ingly proceeded by themselves, keeping the River all the way, and 
passed the lower House, where one Master with Isaac Batt and a 

few Men are residing; These have hardly any Goods left, what few 

they had being chiefly Expended. Robert Longmore informs me; 

that there are several Indians Above, who propose some to go to 
York Fort & others to come Here to Trade next Summer; But that 

many notwithstanding have been, and others are continually 
going down to the Pedlers with Furrs and Provisions; And there 
are many of the Pedlers Men interspersed through the Natives 
who Trade and collect all the Furrs they can. He says that the 

Pedlers at first had three Settlements, and there was great Emula- 

tion between them in endeavouring to undersell each other, by 
which means they hurt themselves much; the reason was, that some 
who had a Difference with their fellow Traders last Spring refused 

to join Stocks, But however these finding the Inconvenience of 
their acting seperately and through Perswasions used by others 
they consented to Join, and accordingly they all sent up to the 
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Upper Settlement, except one Master with a few Goods who was 
Stationed at the lower House, as before mentioned. 

4. Letrers or Simon McTavish anp James BANNERMAN, 
1774-9.) 

[Edgar Papers, Detroit Public Library.] 

New York December 24'" 1774 

Dear William—I executed your Commission, for as I did not 

go to Quebec I wrote to M‘ Lees & made your appology agreeable 
to your desire. I staid three Weeks at Montreal where I was 
treated with a great deal of hospitality by the people in general. 

Your friend Isaac Todd has his hands full of the publick busi- 
ness, being one of those delegated by the Merchants of Montreal 
to prepare two Petitions, One to His Majesty, & the other to the 
Common Councill of London, begging the repeal of the Canada 
Bill, which is so justly looked on by them with horror—Their 
present Governour, (the first contriver & great promoter of this 
Evil) is universally detested. I apprehend this Bill will be of 
infinite hurt to our Trade, for shou’d it be repealed in the first 
Session of the New Parliament we will not have the News before 
July or Aug*, & in the mean time, what are we to do for Rum? As 

we will not be allowed to bring up any from Schenectady—But 
in case it shou’d not be repealed at all, we must inevitably break 
off our Connexion with this Province & have our Supplies from 
Canada—Goods are now 25 p Ct higher than before the commence- 
ment of the present disturbances, notwithstanding all the re- 
proach the Congress threatens those with, who will raise their 
prices.—I am afraid Indian Trade will be at a stand Next Year 
for want of Amunition, as His Majesty (who is certainly damnably 
frightned) has Issued a proclamation prohibiting the exportation 
of firearms or any kind of Amunition from Great Britain for 6 
Months; this has already raised Powder to £16 P Cw' & it will be 
20£ before the expiration of two Months, so husband well what 
you may have on hand of that, & all other Articles. 

®These letters are introduced here because of the light they throw on the 

character and the early operations of Simon McTavish, to whose organizing 

genius the North West Company largely owed its development. 
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Woe be to you! if you don’t write me all the News by the 
Express. Viz’ who is married or likely to be soon, What the present 
Topick of Conversation is over the Ladies Scandle Broth in the 
afternoons, the Disputes & Jealousys Subsisting between them 
about precedency, at the Assemblys &° (as Sure I am, there are 

many, or Detroit is much altered) & the State of Partys this Winter 
—in short, I expect to hear of all your proceedings from you. 

For my part, I am now here, in the land of good cheer viz 

good Wine, good Oysters, & pretty Girls: tho’ people in general 

discourage all kind of dissipation, thereby conce [sea/] ith the 
Association of the Congress—On this Account, we have no plays; 
& decency prevents my dancing, as I rec’ the news of my Fathers 
death at Niagara, my black coat serves now Saturday & Sunday. 

I saw the Charming Miss M‘A... .n at Albany without any 
of those Surprising emotions we hear of in romance on the meeting 

of lovers—My taste must certainly [be] depraved, for I asure you 
she is greatly improved since she left Detroit 

I paid my respects to our intended Governess at Montreal, 
was I her husband, I would certainly be jealous of you, for she 
[is} eternally talking of you, I made her very uneasy by telling her 
the man that had her sheep had run away to the Post, & had made 
away with them 

James Rinkin came from Albany with me, he is returnf[e]d 

some days ago, & intends to Winter with your Brother’s Family. 
Remember me to all friends, particularly Our Mess Mates 

I need not wish you a Merry Christmass for I dare say youll 

make it so. for my own part, I’ll go very solmly to Church & 
Detroit shall be remembered in my prayers, as I believe few of 
you pray for youselves 
I saw two Country men — Believe me yours very Sincerely 
of yours hanged yester- Simon M°Tavisy 

day. alass poor Ireland! 

Michillimackinac May 12*® 1776 
Dear Billy Inclosed you will find M* Lyons’s Sales of your 

Rum & State of your Acct with him Ballance £194. 2/0 which he 
has promised to pay me here—I made no delay in endeavouring 

to find out from him if the Rum was realy sold or not, but he had 
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time enough to consider of the answer he wou’d return me. As 
Finchley & Tremble walkd a dozen Miles by Land & so got here 
two days before me, & told of the rise of Liquors &c* at Detroit. 

Now give me leave to Congratulate myself on my safe arrival 

here which, after having been buffetted about by the Ice in the 
Streights for five days & being obliged to return into the Rivers 
mouth by a Storm when we were 50 Miles on our way, & my 
happy escape from—I am afraid to say it but you may guess. 
I say, after all these matters J look upon it as a happy event. 

The folks here were a little surprised by our News, for they 
were entirely in the dark about the great matters transacted since 
last Summer in Canada I believe we Exagerated some matters 

to increase their Wonder. If the Yankeys don’t kill you before 
Bannerman comes away & that you are not Handcuffed, send me 

a little News, if any has transpired since I came away but I need 
not question it, Detroit is not such a Barren soil. Comp* to all 
Friends— 

I am Yours Sincerely Simon M‘Tavisu 

Addressed: To M* William Edgar Merch' Detroit 

Endorsed: Simon M‘Tavishs Letter 12‘° May 1776. 

Michilimackinac June 9° 1776 

Dear William The Felicity arrived this morning when I 
rec? your favour which has confirmed the intelligence we have 
had from Montreal of Montgomerys death &c*—The only person 

who has arrived from that place is a Brother of Legras’ who left 
Montreal the 22d April & came here with Goddard Who has been 
at Niagara in May & came from there the most part of the way by 
Land—it seems that some of the Montreal Merchants has been at 
the Congress in the Spring to Sollicit permission to go on with their 
Business up this way as usual, & were told that Commissarys were 

to be appointed at Montreal to give Passes, & to regulate the 
Trade, until such time as they shoud arrive, there is none allowed 
to bring up Goods nor to come themselves, so that we are in the 
dark entirely about whats transacting in Canada. Nor is it 

a 
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likely that we shall have any goods up this Summer unless the 
dispute between England & the Collonies are settled soon, or that 
the Continental Troops do recover possession of Canada—which 
the Friends of Government possitively affirm they must soon 
accomplish, as Cap Forbes of this Regt who commands at Osswe- 
gatchie was to have set off for Montreal with a Party from his 
Garrison to drive the Yankeys out of Montreal—& Goddard has 
gone to La Bey with one of the officers from this Fort to beat 
up for Indian Volunteers who are to join Col® Butler with the five 
Nations And then drive the Rebels entirely out of the Province 
I give you joy of your Victory over the T—ys in the Rum Store 

affair, may your Party alway prevail! I shall set off in a few days 

for the Grand Portage & then in all probability shall pay you a 
visit at Detroit till which time God bless you— 

Simon M°Tavisu 
Comp" to all Friends 

June 10 
As the Angelica did not go yesterday I have an opportunity 

of maintaining Old Eddlestens good opinion still by sending him 
three Bandanae Hand® I promised him at Detroit, & I did not 
think to deliver him then nor shou’d I have now thought of it 
if I had not heard that he has been upbraiding me with my breach 
of promise after I was gone—pray deliver them to him with my 
Comp“—I make no doubt but you will do all lies in your power 
for our Interest in case any of the people indebted to us comes in, 
I request you will look after Gouin if he shou’d come or send in 
—probably the death of his Father may induce him to come—if 

Lorrain comes in, or sends us the Ballance due on his Note, please 
to disct that he ought to pay Interest, as Lorrain Equipd Marian 
last year, I wou’d not be surprised shou’d he propose some Terms 
on his Acc‘—I took on his debt to be so desperate that cou’d a 
half or even less, be secured I wou’d willingly be off with him— 
I am very sorry to hear that game... has not behaved as he ought 
on your Acc'—I am little Surprised that Boyle has not even wrote 
us. I wou’d not easily Suspect him of any Sinister Views to do us 
an injustice but I wou’d be glad you may look after him—you see 

how free we make with your time, but be aSured it is from our 

Opinion of your Friendship, & that we wish to have an Opportunity 
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to do you a service to convince you we wou’d not be backward— 
Remember us to all friends— 

Lyons we guess from the behaviour of his Partner [one word 
illegible] Montreals refusing his Bills last year, will & were every 
one he owes here in Peltry, so mu[sea/] for you 

M* William Edgar 

Mackina June 10° 1776 

M‘ Edgar There was a Pair of Gold Sleeve Buttons left in 
the Drawer of the Counter, M’ M‘STavish sold them to a French 

Man at this place, please to send them up when an opportunity 
offers Compt™* to M’ Macomb tell him the Rascal Ainse wont 
take the Vessel. wherefor we think proper to put her up to sale in 
order to ascertain the damages, and that as their is little to do 

for the Felicity we have thought proper to send Cap‘ Wright to 

the Saulte in the Perriauger, he will probably be here in ten days, 
since yesterday a Canoe arrived from S‘ Marys the owner of her 

says the Indians from that Quarter Stopt at the Sault being afraid 
that application would be made to them to join the others who are 
going to Montreal—I believe M‘°Beath wil! be a widower in a short 
time, his wife has been Sick ever since her arrival M‘Tavish 
will leave this for the Portage soon—The time of my return to 

Detroit depends on many circumstances however we are happy in 
having you to look after our affairs—Sugar & Indian Corn are 
in great plenty at this place— 

Dear Sir believe me your Friend & wellwisher 
Ja’ BanneRMAN 

Mr’ Will™ Edgar 
Addressed: To M® William Edgar Merch' Detroit 

Dear Sir, I forgot a Barometer with M’* Ettleston as the Person 
it belongs to will be here in a few days I beg it may be sent up by 
the 1% opportunity If Pierre Reaume pays the 1,000 Flour send 
it up in Bags, we have reason to expect Flour from Knaggs for 
his Acct which if he pays let it be also sent up. I left Iron with 
Thibault for a Pix Ax as soon as it is made you'll please to deliver 
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it to Ettleston. If you can get either Flour or Corn from those 
who owe us, take it and send it here—If M" Meldrum will let us 
have his Grease at what he once offer’d it viz 1/4 take it, you may 
even give him 1% or 24 more provided it can be here before the 10% 
of July—The people from the Missisipi have had bad Success— 
an Expedition of Indians will leave this in a few days for Montreal 
—for any other news I refer you to M' M°Tavishs Letter what- 
soever may occur relative to Trade shall be communicated to you 
as it Occurs—People here are more moderate than at Detroit, 
tho I believe no less affcted to the Cause of Gov' My C™* 
to M’ Fleming Ja® Abbott & Wife not forgetting Robin—and as 

many more as you please 
James BaNNERMAN 

Addressed: To M® William Edgar Merc" Detroit - 
Endorsed: M°Tavish and Bannarmans Letters 10° June 

1776 

Michilimackinac June 234 1776 

M’ Will™ Edgar There are seven Canoes arrived from Mont! 

and we have News frome there so late as the 15‘ of May, it is 
confidently believ’d here that the Continental Troops are gone from 
Canada. M* Henry and others from Albany bought to the Amount 
of £15,000 St® in Merchandise, which they sent from Montreal 
in Sleds to Albany. So that Indian Goods are very scarce in 
Canada. All the Powder ab‘ 900 Barrels was last Fall Started 
overboard into the River, As there has no Canoes arriv’d since 

the 12'" Ins‘ its imagin’d they wait for Powder from Quebec— 
I have seen the London Sale of the Hudsons Bay Co. Peleteries, 

by which it seems fine Peleteries support their prices, Beaver 
indeed sold higher than last year. we can’t yet judge how Leather 
has sold, nor is there any one yet arriv’d from Montreal who seems 

inclin’d to purchase. 
Should Boyle or Heron profer their peleteries to us, you may 

allow them as good prices as others give, the reasons why we would 
take Peleteries rather than Bills you already know. M‘ M°Tavish 
went to the Portage the 12'* Ins'—tell M' Macomb that he may 
expect the Felicity in a fewdays after the welcome, I shall write 
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him if upon enquiry I may be able to learn what has become of 
his Goods that arriv’d in Quebec last Fall. my opinion at present 
is that the Vessel was not permitted to pass Quebec, On a Sup- 
position that no Corn or Flour would have been permittd to leave 
Detroit, The Traders from Mont! furnish’d themselves with 

Provisions necessary for their People, neither Guillon, or Solomon 
are yet arrived here, 

Compt’ To all Friends 
Your Most Hum”! Serv' 

James BANNERMAN 

People from the Missesipe are mostly arrivd, Fagan is not yet 
come, I’m afraid he’ll play Abbott & Co a Slippery trick, 

Since writing the above we have receiv’d an acc‘ of our Per- 
riaugees arrival from the Grand Portage at the Saute of S‘ Maries; 
she left the Portage the 9° Ins‘, no body was then arriv’d from 
their wintering Ground, so that we cannot guess what success 
people have had in the North, M°Tavish will go from St Maries to 
the Portage in the Perriaugee, for which place I imagine she has 
already saild. 

Michilimackinac July 26 1776 

Dear W™ The 21% In* I received a Letter from the Portage, 
M°Tavish found Bruce there on his Arrival, he had done very 
little, Pond out of 2 Canoes had only made 10 Packs, Greaves 
was not arrived nor any News of him, our affairs in that Quarter 
will turn badly out, tho we are not singularly unfortunate 

I beg you would get our Packs at Detroit press’d, you have 
only to count the Number of Plies in each Pack of Deer Skins. I 
do not expect M‘Tavish till abt the 15‘° of August & untill he 
arrives I cannot come down 

The latest news from Montreal is the 26" Ultimo. I suppose 
Allan Patterson is ere now arrivd at Detroit from Montreal for 
Gods sake miss no opportunity of Dunning for we have had so 
bad success here & in the North, that we shall be pinchd to satisfy 

our Creditors I have purchased at this place Goods &c to the 
Amt of £3,000 a great part of which must be paid this year. I 
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intend to be concerned in some Little adventures on Lake Superior, 
if but a little peletries can be got from that place they will be 
valuable. I have got a Surfeit of Detroit & the damnd Ouabache— 
If any Letters are arrivd for us please to forw* them 

Your much oblig’ H Serv 
Ja® BanNERMAN 

Addressed: To M? William Edgar Mercht Detroit 
Endorsed: James Bannerman Letter 26 July 1776 

Dear Will™ I learn that the rascal Gouin has had the Effrontery 

to come in without bringing the few Packs with him, & I’am afraid 
he intends to give the little he has to Sterling, for Gods sake try 
(if it is not yet too late) to get security from him that he will 

deliver his peleteries to us, or if he has any property about Detroit 
or Else where get it secured 

IT shall write him a few lines by this opportuny {sic] & I beg 
you would use your utmost endeavors with him, I know it is a 
very disagreeable task, but it is what one friend must do for another 
—TI have a part of your payment from Lyons secure, & I believe 
there is no danger from him, I write Forsith pressing him to pay 
you, for the Reasons you will see by his Letter, which I leave open 
for your perusal— 

1 send you the list of packs sent p" the Felicity, they are neither 
weigh’d nor press’\d—I beg you may get the Raccoons & small 
Furrs press’d as soon as possible, I doubt not but there will be 
Letters from Alex" Ellice for us, if they are come to hand please to 
forward them. 

Try if possible to get money to pay Tho*® Williams & Fleming, 
I would not like to give them Dfts—I expect M‘Tavish will be in 

ab’ the middle of Aug’ I cannot pretend to leave this before his 
arrival or before I have particular Intelligence from him, No news 
yet from the Portage which is very odd 

If you have time and can find men J wish you would get our 
Stable or Store plaister’d and, made water tight. 

I make no doubt but the Gov" will leave the House before 
the middle of next month, when in all probability we shall have 

Occassion for it—this you will please to signify to him 
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If you have the Flour ready you may send it, if not ready give 
yourself no unecessary trouble because I think there is as much 
of that Article as will Sell 

Never had poor Devil more trouble than I have had with the 
Jews and their Contracts, I had sold the most of the provisions to 
Cap' Depeyster at a very low rate, and am now obliged to buy 
dear to replace the Quantity sold. Nobody expected Solomon up, 
and indeed by justice I was not obliged to furnish him any as he 
was not here himself nor any person for him to receive the Corn 
and Flour the time agreed on, but two or three Scoundrels on the 

Jury tird the others out, and I was obliged to give him half the 
Quantity promised in his first Agreement, I never will for the future 
be concerned in Contracts of any kind— 

There are several letters here from Montreal dated the 26% 
Ultimo, In a Pacquet from Porteous enclosed to me, came several 

letters amongst the rest one for Macomb & one for Fleming so 
that they will inform you of all the news I know— 

we are to have no Goods this Year (tant mieux) our friend 
Alexander the Coppersmith is at the Bottom of this dissapoint- 
ment . . he is a person too base to give me any sort of pain—If 
Boyle & Heron come in before we get down endeavor to settle 
with them. it is time Greaverat should think of settling for him 
self & Brother. I imagine 1t would suit him better to give Peleteries 
than money or Df** Peltrys are a dangerous Speculation this year, 
I’m inform’d that Deers skins of any kind & Raccoons were of no 

value at London by any of the Sales & that the best kind of Pele- 
teries fell greatly by the last Sales, owing its said to the Acct of 

Montgomerys having faild in his attempt on Quebec— 
I’m afraid I have been taken in this Summer, I imagined no 

Goods would have come up, wherefor I made large purchases of 

Goods, provisions, & Liquors by which I’m afraid I shall lose 
considerably 

Your Humble Serv‘ 
James Bannero [seal] 

If Gouin is not at Detroit do not send him the Letter & indeed 

if there is not some appearance of getting Justice of him I believe 
it will be better not to deliver it all 
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Michilimackinac Aug’ 15'" 1776 

Dear Billy The 10‘ Ins‘ I arrived from the Grand Portage 
and read your letter of News to Bannerman the most of which 
Coroberates with what Intelligence we had by the Grand River 

I am sorry that we may shake hands upon our success in getting 
in Our Ouabach debts; M’ Gouin is certainly a d d Rascal. 

Some Arrangements I made at the Grand Portage oblige me to 
go down to morrow by the Grand River in C° with M‘Beath, I 
shali probably be up by Osswyatchee by the beginning of October. 
If I can dispose of our Peltrys to my Satisfaction, if not, hurra for 
England— 

Our bad Success at Detroit, has been in some measure made 

up by my Jaunt to the Carrying place. We can say with a heart 
felt Satisfaction, that this Fall we can pay every one their own. 

It is not prudent to Animadvert upon publick affairs at present, 
and I can be but a bad judge having had no later News than the 
1* July from Montreal all I'll say, is that I sincerely wish for a 
Speedy reconciliation, the old Toast, & I believe wish of every 
good man. Bannerman has received paym' from Lyons for your 

Acct and will settle it with you on his arrival at Detroit, if I can 
render you any Services on the Communication forwarding any 

Goods or Packs that may be on the way, or otherwise, when I 
am coming back, send me your directions to Niagara. 

Do you never make a Mistake in a morning and walk in to 
your right hand Neighbor to talk Politicks as usual. 

Our old Friend & mess mate John Porteous is arrived in Mon- 
treal, We had a letter from him, I believe he intends to sett up 

business there, perhaps to be concern’d with P & E— 
There are some letters for us from Blackburne &c* that must 

have been forwarded this Spring from Montreal your way, that 
I wish to have a peep at, at present, you may tell S. Fleming, I 
can’t say whether we have got the £20,000 prize or not, not even 
if the Tickets have been purchased on our Acc’ Remember me 
to all Friends, M‘Beath desires to join me in Comp" to the Doctor 
& Fleming. 

Believe me Dear William Your Sincere wellwisher & Hble 
Serv‘ 

Simon M‘Tavisy 

M’ William Edgar 
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Montreal September 224 1776 

Dear Billy Yesterday favour’d me with the receipt of your 

letter, for once you have guess’d right, for I am going home with 
all our Packs on our own risque, you will say (and very justly too) 
that this is playing high, especially as Peltries have sold so well 
here. Fortune has proved so kind a Mistress to me for some years 

past that perhaps I am too Sanguine; and the Jade may now Jilt 
me effectually by lowering the Prices of Furrs at home—at any rate 

I am determin’d to Venture. 
I am very sensible of the treatment we have met with last 

year from our London Friends—but I shall put it out of their 
power to use me so for time to come. 

I wish the D | had M* Wiggins for preventing you from 
coming here, I flatter’d myself all along my way down the Grand 
River with having the pleasure of talking over a great many 
Matters with you at this place; its true, there are a good many 
Detroiters here, but then they are not my intimates, and we hold 
but little discourse together. I Congratulate you on your Success 

in keeping the Court in our part of the Town, tho’ I dare say Collin 
Andrews wou’d be as well pleased you wou’d let your lodger go 
further from his Stoop. 

Todd & I bids don jour to one another when we meet & thats all, 
I have purchas’d the few things I send up from M* Kay who was 
concern’d with Paterson. 

Your Goods were on the way up before I arrived here, & I 
dare say you will get them up in time to dispose of great part of 
them this Fall. This goes by Macnamara who sets off today— 
I shall write you by M°Beath in the mean time J remain 

Your Sincere Wellwisher—& Humble Serv‘ 

I beg my Comp" to Simon M°Tavisy 
Doctor Anthon & 
Flem® 
M’ William Edgar 

Montreal Oct" 4*® 1776 

Dear William I was just now Debating with myself whether 
nor not I shoud send you the whole Sheet or only the half, & 
now I know I will be at a loss for matter to fill up even that 



58 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

I am so perplexd between the plague of sending away the 
Boats & receiving & Shipping Our Packs that I have but little time 
to say much—I wrote you before that I was going home & you 
know my principal reasons for so doing. Our Vessel will sail from 
here the 10" a fine jolly fellow our Cap' is and was it not for some 
Ladies we are to take in at Quebec (Who will doubtless be Spewing 
on us this stormy Season) I woud Promise myself much Satis- 
faction from the jaunt. John Porteous Ben Frobisher & several! 
others are to be my fellow passengers—John & I will not forget 
to Toast our Detroit Friend’ in a bumper now & then. M‘Beath 
Macomb &c* can explain the Term of Swindling to you, and 
give you a history of the Wonderfull exploits of our Armys & 
Fleets in this Province since their Arrival—(Not a Rebel to be seen 

from this to Point Fair a/ready) I refer you to them for the Current 
News of this place which you'll find very trifling—I shall often 
wish next Winter that I cou’d convey myself to Detroit to pass 
an evening with some Friends—You must not forget to send me 
a Picture of the times there in the Spring, I apply to you as I know 
you paint well. 

Don’t you think I will be able to swagger & strutt with Johnny 
Robison When I'll come from London! I believe I shall, it must 

give a man an Air of importance to have been there, & it leaves 
a person of a fruitfull genious scope to tell many fine Storys of 

himself which none of you poor Bearskin catchers can Contradict— 
To be serious with you J am damnably afraid I shall repent of 
my Jaunt, if Peltrys fall I shall have great reason, for we Ship 
£15,000 in Peltrys which might have been pretty well sold here— 

Apropo’ Sage Billy how came you to keep your Packs at Detroit 

this year! I realy think you are to blame, the Market now is not 
bad, & no one knows what it may be next yea[r] I wish it may 

turn out well for you— 
The beggars benison to you William. S MeTavisx 

Addressed: To—M! William Edgar Merch* Detroit 
Endorsed: Simon M°Tavish’s Letter 4'° Octb® 1776 

Detroit May 20 1777 

Dear Sir I returned from Niagara the 11'" In" Stedman was 
sailed for Oswegatchie before my arrival at F' Slosser. I was 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 59 

obliged to promise that last years Carriage should be paid for at 
the rate of 6/p’ 112” their was no Alternative, our Goods must 
have remained at Niagara, as Capt Lernoult refused interfering 

in the matter, & hinted that such Steps had been taken by Col! 
Caldwel in favor of John Stedman as would entirely frustrate all 
we had done or could do in the matter, the Goods stored at Niagara 
were in bad Condition, we have lost of our Cargo above £90 sterling 
first cost of Dry Articles—besides Liquors & many Articles missing, 
which I take for granted are Stolen 

I found a Box of Candles of your Mark which James Renkin 
has taken in charge— 

I hope your Voyage will be successful on your own part, tho I 
dare not flatter myself with any great expectation from that 
Quarter, but I’m convinced you will do every thing in your power 
for our Interests. Our affairs here are at present in the charge of 
M’ Williams, & I beg that on your return you would aid him or 
Trimble all in your power—I wrote M*Tavish from Niagara when 
J acquaintd him with your Jaunt to the Country of Knaves, he 
will no doubt write you by the first opportunity after his Arrival 
—I have advised him to arrange matters in such a manner as to 
be able if possible to quit these Countries in the Fall 78. against 
which time (if not sooner) I hope these troubles will be over. 
I shall expect to hear from you from time to time & beg you would 
communicate any thing material that may occur relative to our 

Affairs, There are about fifty Dutch Men and others from the 
frontiers arrived at Niagara in the course of last Fall & this Spring, 
but they are the least capable of giving any rational Acct how affairs 
are situated down the Country of any people I ever saw. by what 
they say the unhappy people below experience more hardship from 
the want of Salt than from that of any other necessary of life— 
believe me dear Billy the hardships sustaind from the wanton & 
unbridled fury of party rage thro out America can be but faintly 
conceived by us at a distance. Be it your business & mine to 
sympathise with the miseries incident to the unhappy state of the 
Country—I only wait for a wind to set off for Mackina, from thence 
as soon as possible to the Grand Portage. Cap* Robison & his 
family were well he & M*™ Robison desired to be remembered to 
you. I inquired of a Hartman what part Rob‘ Ellice had acted 
in these times, & find that on acc‘ of his attachment to Gov' he 
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was obliged to leave Schenectady with a passport to Philadelphia 
& instead of going there he went to New York from thence to 
England Charles Morrison remains neutral so far as it is possible 
for a man to do. C Martin went to Ireland—Campbell House 
& property remains inviolate contrary to a report propagated here 
with an intention to ingratiate the Author or Authors with the 

great people Voici toutes mes Nouvelles 
Soyons Amis comme a I’ordinaire 

James BANNERMAN 

Dear Billy I rec’ your Laconick Epistle—of the 13" Jan’—I 
expected a longer one I must confess surely, there wou’d be no 
treason in telling poor Simon how your dances, & party work among 
the Ladies went on & you know how dearly I love a little scandle 
I give Sampson joy with all my Soul—& am so little envious that 
I rejoice at the happiness he must have in finding himself a Father 
—kiss the mother for me & tell her I sincerely congratulate her 
on an event of so much consequence to her future happiness—as 
it must cement the Conjugal tie—I’m sure Fleming will be doatingly 

fond of her & his Son. 
We have had a continual round of dissipation here, dancing 

Clubs drinking &c *& yet I do not like the place—tho’ I have taken 
my share of all the Amusements it affords. I believe, as we ad- 
vance in Life we are more difficult to be pleased—this is rather a 
Melancholly reflection—but I begin to experience the truth of it— 
perhaps its owing to my not having a Sweetheart for I was always 
like a fish out of water when not in Love 

I hope my Friend Billy has some favour’d she to pass his 
Evenings with—pray whats become of poor Charlotte—she was 
dying you told me last Summer—send me half a sheet of News to 
Michill? by the first Vessel next Spring as I shall call there on my 
way to the Portage & I shall put it to the Credit of our Epistolary 

Acct. 
God bless you! may you keep your health & make a Sufficiency 

of money to quit Detroit & live else where at your ease— 
believe me Yours Sincerely 

Simon M*TavisH 

March 9" 1778 
M’ W” Edgar— 
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Montreal 22° April 1779— 
Dear William I just now received your favor of the 15" 

February, wherein you doubted whether it would reach me before 
I left Montreal, I assure you that it is doubtful when Passes for the 
Upper Country will be granted or whether any will be granted. 
The Governor has been pleased to signify that he will not grant 
a single Licence till he has further intelligence from Detroit and 
whether he will or not depends I believe on the nature of that 
intelligence— 

You are pleased to think I would have been happier at Detroit 
than here last winter, it may be so, but believe me I am much 
reconciled to the Society, tho not to the climate of Montreal I 
have been much troubled with a Vertigo all Winter, & even now I 
have some slight attacks of it, my best respects to Mons’ Le Com- 
missaire & sa Dame, tell him I pray God defend him from all 
Bilious Winds, and imaginary Evils wishing him at same time as 
much hapiness as this world, with a belle Dame & un Enfant ou 
deux par an, can afford 

I hope for the pleasure of seeing you here this Fall. The 
little news we have here is so ill founded & circumstantial that I 
put no dependance upon, ni le pour, ni le contre, we have the 
Kings speech at the meeting of Parliament the 27‘ November, 
Whereby it appears Trade in most of its branches had been pro- 
tected & great Reprisals made on the Enemy, we have yet no 
Intelligence of the Arrival of the Fur Fleet tho their are reasons 

to induce people to think it went safe, Compliments to Abbot 
& his wife—to Meldrum, Trimble, M* Williams, &ca &ca—N.B. 
James Rinkin is not among these vague Characters of &ca*. 

Believe me your most Sincere Well wisher 
James BANNERMAN 

M’ William Edgar 

Endorsed: James Bannermans letter 22° April 1779 

Montreal Oct’ 14" 1779 

Dear Sir I embrace this opportunity by M* Abbot to acquaint 
you that I expected a Letter from you this Summer by some of the 
many opportunities that must have offered— 
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I presume you have found it worth your while to prosecute the 
Trade at Detroit as from your favor last winter I inferred that 
You would not reassume business at that Post—So You & your 
amorous Competitor C Barber have broke the heart of the once 
admired Miss Gouin, The Passion is contagious at Detroit, ‘‘Where 

its operations are in general singular, & some times whimsical’. 

I shall only instance the marriage of the 2 Sisters which took place 
merely from Spite to Finchley & two or three other poor Devils 
who wanted to dance with the Girls I beg my Compliments to 
ME & M*™ Fleming & cela sans badiner, You are now approaching 
towards the amorous period of Life, whence I flatter my self with 
soon hailing you Le Maris si non Le Pere de Famille—pray how do 
party matters go at Detroit—above or below par, does a Recollec- 
tion of the party squables ci devant so prevalent at Your place 
vex you or not, for my part I regard them in retrospect in the same 
manner I do my childish amusements— 

I mean to leave this the 18'° & have bespoke a Passage for 
England, what I may in future is left to chance which (in my opinion) 
exceeds prevoyance my best respect to all Friends particularly 
Ja® Rinkin, & Roche de Boute alias Cap' Barber, & believe me in 
sincerity 

Your Friend & well wisher 
Ja® BanNERMAN 

5, Report From CHARLES GRANT TO GENERAL HALDIMAND 

on THE Fur Trape, Aprit 24, 1780. 

[Public Archives of Canada, Series B, 0. 99, p. 110.] 

Sir,—In Conformity to Your Excellency’s request, I made 
every inquiry in my power concerning the trade carried on between 
the mercantile people of this Province and the Savages of the 
Upper Countries, but the time since you spoke to me on that 

head being short to collect all the intelligence I wanted, I am not 
yet furnished with information sufficient to lay every branch of 
that trade before Your Excellency so full and clear as I would wish. 

However, such knowledge as I have acquired of that business is 
as follows, and submitted to Your Excellency’s consideration to 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 63 

grant passes for carrying on the current year’s trade, as you may 
judge consistent with the welfare of commerce and the safety of 
the Province. 

At all times the trade to the Upper Countries has been con- 
sidered the staple trade of this Province, but of late years it has 
been greatly augmented, in so much that it may be reckoned one 
year with another to have produced an annual return to Great 
Britain in Furrs to the amount of £200,000 Ster., which is an 
object deserving of all the encouragement and protection which 
Government can with propriety give to that trade. 

The Indian Trade by every communication is carried on at 
great expense, labour and risk of both men and property; every 
year furnishes instances of the loss of men and goods by accident 
or otherwise. It is not therefore to be expected that the traders 
in general are men of substance; indeed few of them are able to 
purchase with ready money such goods as they want for their 
trade. They are consequently indebted from year to year, until 
a return is made in Furrs, to the merchants of Quebec and Montreal 
who are importers of goods from England and furnish them on 

credit. In this manner the Upper Country Trade is chiefly carried 
on by men of low circumstances, destitute of every means to pay 

their debts when their trade fails; and if it should be under great 
restraints, or obstructed a few years, the consequences would prove 
ruinous to the commercial part of this Province and very hurtful 
to the merchants of London, shippers of goods to this country, 
besides the loss of so valuable a branch of trade in Great Britain. 

In these troublesome times the least stop to the Indian Trade 
might be productive of very bad effects, even among the Savages 
who are at present our friends or neuter, who on seeing no supply 
of goods would immediately change sides and join the enemies of 
Government under pretence that the rebels had got the better of 
us, and that we had it not in our power to supply them any more. 
All the property in the upper Countries in such a case would 
become an easy prey to their resentment; and the lives of all 
His Majesty’s Subjects, doing business in these Countries at the 
time of a rupture of this nature, might probably fall a sacrifice 
to the fury and rage of disappointed uncivilized barbarians. 

I am informed that of late years from ninety to one hundred 
canoes have annually been employed in the Indian Trade from 
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Montreal by the communication of the great river to Michilli- 
makinak, Lakes Huron and Michigan, LaBay and the North 
West; but this particular may be better ascertained from the 
Registers Office, where I imagine not only the number of canoes 
but the names of the men employed in that trade and the places 

of their destination is recorded. Without access to that office 
it is impossible to be exact in these points. From the different 
posts above mentioned comes at least one half the Furrs annually 
exported from Canada, one fourth is supposed to come from Niagara, 
Detroit and their environs and one fourth is said to be produced 
at the lower posts and inhabited parts of the Province. 

I do not know how many canoes may be wanted this year for 
the Trade of Michillimakinak and its dependencies, but I imagine 
a greater number than usual is absolutely necessary, because they 
will have to carry from Montreal all the provisions requisite for 
that Trade which was mostly furnished in former years from 
Detroit, and carried from thence to Michilimakinak in vessels of 

burthen, by which means a great deal of expense was saved in 
carriage. As to the danger of goods sent by the Grand River to 
the North West, or LaBay falling into the hands of the Rebels, 
or being carried to them by disaffected persons, I am told it is 
hardly possible to be effected, the communication being so difficult 
of access and the distance so great, that the carriage of goods con- 
veyed by that route would cost much more than they can by any 

means be worth. In this I shall insert the average value of a 

canoe load of goods, at the time of departure from Montreal, at 
Michilimackinac and at the Grand Portage. From that it may be 

judged how far it is practicable to carry on any commerce with the 
enemies to Great Britain by LaBay, even by disaffected persons 
from Lake Michigan goods may be carried to the Rebels, but at 
very great expense, labour and risk, the access through that 
channel being also difficult and a great way to go, though not so 
far as the former. For my part I am not at present perfectly 
acquainted with the routes or distances to give a distinct account 
of them, therefore I refer to the maps of these countries from which 
that particular will be better ascertained. 

A canoe load of goods is reckoned at Montreal, worth in dry 
goods to the amount of £300 first sterling cost in England, with 

50 per cent. charges thereon makes £450; besides that, every 
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canoe carries about 200 gallons of rum and wine, which I suppose 
worth £50 more, so that every canoe on departure from that place 
may be said worth £500 currency of this Province. The charges 
of all sorts included together from Montreal to Michilimakinac 
£160, and from thence to the Grand Portage £90, so it appears 
that each canoe at Michilimackinac is worth £660 currency; every 
canoe is navigated by eight men for the purpose of transporting 
the goods only and when men go up to winter they commonly 
carry ten. 

Considering the great number of people in this Province 
immediately interested in the Indian trade, it is hardly possible 
to suppose but there may be amongst them some disaffected men, 
but the major part of them I sincerely believe are sure friends 
to Government and it would be hard the whole community should 
suffer for the sake of a few bad men, since regulations and laws 
are, or may be made sufficiently severe to prevent in a great 
measure, or altogether every effort that may be made to convey 

goods to the enemy, and if any person whatever should attempt 
designedly to violate such regulations, as are made for the welfare 

and safety of the whole the law ought to be put in execution against 
him with the utmost rigour, on conviction of guilt and the offender 
never should be forgiven offences committed against the Publick 
in general. This I know to be the wish of every honest man within 
the circle of my own acquaintance, and J daresay it is the same 
with every well meaning man throughout the Province, for it is 
evident that severe laws never were made for the Government of 
good men, but for the purpose of securing good conduct and 
behaviour among such as require it, and however rigorous the 
laws may be, in such times as the present they can neither affect 
nor offend any person, but such as may have some views to trans- 
gress them. 

As to that part of the Trade carried on over Lake Ontario and 
Erie, I am not well versed in it, therefore shall say nothing more 

on that head than what I have heard from the best authority, 
that is, that improper preferences have been given in transporting 

goods to Niagara and Detroit, by which means it is represented 
that the Trade of these countries has fallen into a few hands, to 

the great detriment of many honest men, equally good subjects 
and to the additional expense of government being obliged to 

5 
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purchase what may be wanted for public service from a few indivi- 
duals probably for enormous prices whereas if the Trade was 
more general every purchaser of goods would be less liable to 
imposition. 

Last year the passes for the Indian goods were given out so 
late, that it was impossible to forward goods to the places of 
destination, especially in the North-West. For that reason those 

concerned in that quarter joined their stock together and made 
one common interest of the whole, as it continues at present in the 
hands of the different persons or companies as mentioned at foot 
of this. The canoes for the North West are commonly the first 
sent off and indeed the earlier all the canoes bound up the Grand 
River goes off the better, because most of the men that navigate 

them can be back in time to cut the harvest and do other needful 
services. 

I have the honour to be with great respect, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient 

and most humble servant, 
Quesec, 24th April, 1780. Cuas, GRANT 

Todd & McGill 2 shares 

Ben & Jos. Frobisher 2 do 
McGill & Paterson 2 do 

McTavish & Co. 2 do The North West is divided into 

Holmes & Grant 2 do sixteen shares all which form but 

Wadden & Co. 2 do | one Company at this time. 
McBeath & Co. 2 do 

Ross & Co. 1 do 
Oakes & Co. 1 do 

6: Lerrer or BENJAMIN FROBISHER TO ADAM MaBaNneE,! DATED 
Montreal, Apriv 19, 1784. 

[Public Archives of Canada, Series B, v. 75—2, p. 75] 

Montreal, 19th April, 1784. 

Str,—When you was at Montreal your time was so much 

1Adam Mabane (1734-1792), a member of the Executive Council of Quebec. 

See Mrs. F. C. Warren and the Hon. E. Fabre-Surveyer, From surgeon's mate to 

chief justice: Adam Mabane (Trans. Roy. Soc. Can., 1930). 
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employed in matters of Public Concern, that I had not the op- 
portunity I wished for to enquire your sentiments on the ambiguous 
sence of the late Treaty of Peace, respecting the Line of Boundary 
between this Province and the United States, from Lake Superior 
to the Westward; with regard to which I must remark that there 

is no such thing as a Long Lake as expressed in the Treaty, the 
only communication from Lake Superior is by that tract of land 
known by the name of the Grand Portage, which leads to a very 
small river on the west side, that derives its source from an ad- 
jacent lake, and from thence to the extent of Lake la pluie about 
one hundred leagues. It is not, as described a Long Lake, but 
is rather a Chain of Lakes, few of which have any visible inlet or 
communication with each other, which occasions in that short 

distance upwards of forty carrying places, so that we are at a loss 

to know from the Tenor of the Treaty where the line is intended 
to be drawn, and anxiously wish to be informed about it, that we 

may not without previous notice and sufficient time given to with- 
draw our property, be deprived of the only communication from 
this Province to the North West. Indeed for my own part I 
apprehend a survey of the Carrying Place and the Country ad- 
jacent will be highly necessary to ascertain and fix unalterably the 
Line in that Quarter, while on the other hand it will give us time 
to discover another passage if such a thing exists, whereby we may 
in all events leave that branch of the Fur Trade to this Province. 

The Gentlemen who are engaged in it have ever since the year 

1776, carried it on under all the disadvantages inseparable from 
a state of War, occasioned by the high advance on goods and 
heavy Insurance, notwithstanding which the natives have been 
every year amply supplied. Posts that the French were un- 
acquainted with have been discovered, and neither industry nor 
expense have been spared to extend it and prepare for the return 
of peace, in hopes that it would enable them in some degree 
to recover the incredible losses they have sustained, but so far 
from that they have everything to fear from the line of Boundary 
to be fixed in, that Quarter, unwilling however to relinquish a 
Business in which they have so long persevered, and animated 
with that spirit natural to men who can Boast of having brought 
it, to its present Value & Extent, I have the pleasure to acquaint 
you that the Proprietors have formed themselves into a Company 
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for the Term of Five years, of which my Brother Mr. Joseph & 
myself, from the great Interest we held in it, & our long Experience, 
are named the Directors. The supplies for the present year are 
accordingly prepared, and ready to be sent off early the next 
Month, a state of which so far as is required we have delivered to 
Mr. Davison the Deputy Secretary here, directing/him to apply 
for the Pass the Company requires, which is for Twenty Eight 
Canoes, valued at £20,000 Currency, and hope there can be no 
objection on the part of His Excellency the Governor to Grant it. 

This large supply, added to the property the Company have 
already in that Country demands their utmost attention; They 
do not know how soon they may be deprived of the immediate 

and at present the only Communication from Lake Superior, and 
on that account they intend at their own Expense unless Govern- 
ment prefer to undertake it, to discover if possible another passage, 
that will in all Events fall within the British line, in which they 

may avail themselves in case of need——Such an undertaking must 
prove an arduous one, and be attended with great Expence, while 
their success will remain very uncertain, on which account the 
Company are induced to hope, that if it is discovered it will be 

granted to them in full right for a Certain term of years, not less 
than seven, as a reward for their Public Spirit, and the advantages 
that will result in this Province from the discovery; in the mean- 
time should the Upper Posts be given up, we are Convinced His 
Excellency will give such orders as may appear to him necessary 
for the Company’s Protection, and effectually prevent any Persons 
from the United States penetrating into Lake Superior, until the 
Line of Boundary in that Quarter is surveyed, and unalterably 
fixed, that their Property may not be exposed nor the present 

Communication in the least degree interrupted untill they are 
legally entitled to take possession and if by that Time no other 
Passage is discovered, they even hope in that case, it may be 
stipulated for the Carrying place, and the Communication to the 
Extent of their Territory on Lake Du Bois to remain equally free 
for both parties, which from the great Superiority we have over 
them in that Business will almost effectually Secure it to this 

Province; and this demand may be insisted on with great pro- 
priety from the Carrying Places to that Extent laying equally 
on both sides the Line, so that it would be impossible to penetrate 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 69 

into that Country without encroaching upon each other; besides 
there is no Furr trade within their limits in that Quarter, but what 
the Company, or any other from this Country would gladly re- 
linquish, and of Course their Views if they are well informed of the 
Country cannot be to benefit themselves but to distress others 
who have better prospects. 

If ever this Country see the fatal moment of giving up the 

Upper Posts, probably others may be Established in different 
places on the opposite side of the Line in which Case if Government 
thinks Lake Superior and the Countries with which it communicates 
worthy of notice, permit me to give you my opinion, which may 
be of some use, until! a Survey is made, especially at this Time when 
the Settlement of the Loyalists and others are under Consideration 
—That is to have a Post so as to Command the Entrance into 
Lake Superior, either below the Falls of St. Mary’s or above them, 
with regard to the former I cannot point out any particular spot 

suitable for the purpose, but with respect to the latter J can speak 
with some certainty—I mean the Place called Point aux Pins where 
Mr. Baxter who was sent out from England some years ago in 
search of Copper Mines fixed his residence. It is situate on the 
East side about two leagues above the Falls on a narrow Channel] 
that Commands in the most effectual manner the entrance into 
Lake Superior, it has the advantage of a fine Bason formed by the 

Point where vessels lay in Deep Water within a few yards of the 
shore equally secure in Winter as in Summer. The Land above 
the Point is Sandy, but backwards I have been informed it is very 

good, and Capable of raising Grain of different kinds, nor is there 
any risque of being disturbed by the Natives, they are too few in 
number and would be more inclined to Court the Friendship of 

those that may be settled there than to distress them. All the 
Indian Corn such a settlement could raise for many years, would be 

taken from them at a high price by those who frequent Lake Super- 
ior in preference to that of getting it from Detroit, and on the other 
hand a very slender stock of Provisions added to the Fishing they 
would be possessed of at the Falls for seven months in the year 

would enable them to live Comfortably untill their Lands were 
stocked, and in a state of Cultivation. 

Such a Settlement would prove of public utility, and in the 
Course of a few years give an oppty to continue those searches on 
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the North Side that were begun by the French, and recently by 
Mr. Baxter, the former were obliged to relinquish their prospects 
from the only Vessel they had on the Lake being Lost about the 
Time this Country was Conquered, and the latter chiefly from the 
high price of labour & Provisions. 

I beg leave to recommend the Contents of this Letter to your 
most serious Consideration, requesting you will communicate it 
to His Excellency when oppy. offers or if more agreeable I will 
write to Major Mathews on such matters as you may point out, 
to be laid before Him, in the mean Time I request you will favor 
me with your Sentiments and remain with great respect & Esteem 

dear Sir 
your most obed & very hble sert. 

Benjn. FROBISHER 
The Honble. Apam Masane, Esq. 

7; Letrer or BenjaMIN AND JosePH FROBISHER TO GENERAL 
HatoimanD, DATED Ocroper 4, 1784. 

[Public Archives of Canada, Series 9, v. 24-2, p. 409.] 

Montreal, 4th October, 1784. 

Sirn,—We beg to lay before your Excellency for your Con- 
sideration the enclosed Memorial on the subject of the trade to the 
North-West; to which we request your Excellency will permit us 
to add a few remarks respecting the rise and progress of that 
Business at different periods, since the Conquest of this Country, 
and state to your Excellency the nature and extent of it, and the 
Advantages which will Arise, not only to the Proprietors, but 

to this Province in general, from a well regulated System in con- 
ducting it. 

The first adventurer went from Michilimakinak in the year 
1765. The Indians of Lake La Pluye having then been long desti- 
tute of Goods, stop’t and plundered his Canoes, and would not 
suffer him to proceed further. He attempted it again the year 
following, and met with the same bad Fortune. Another attempt 
was made in the year 1767; they left Goods at Lake Pluye to be 
traded with the Natives, who permitted them to proceed with the 
remainder; and the Canoes penetrated beyond Lake Ouinipique. 
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From this period the Trade of that Country was attempted 
by other Adventurers with various success, and we were among the 

number in the year 1769, when we formed a connection with 

Messrs. Todd & McGill of Montreal, for the purpose of carrying 
on the Business, but the Indians of Lake La pluye, still ungovern- 
able and rapacious, plundered our Canoes, and would not suffer 
any part of our Goods to be sent further. Before we could be 
acquainted with this misfortune, our Goods for the year following 
were at the Grand Portage, and we were then too far engaged to 
hesitate for a moment. A second attempt was made in which we 
were more successful. Our Canoes reached Lake Bourbon, and 
thenceforward we were determined to persevere. Taught however 
by experience that separate Interests were the Bane of that Trade 
we lost no time to form with those Gentlemen, and some others, a 

Company, and having men of Conduct and Abilities to conduct 

it in the Interior Country, the Indians were soon abundantly 
supplied and being at the same time well treated, New Posts were 
discovered as early as the year 1774, which to the French were 
totally unknown: And had we not been interrupted by new ad- 
venturers, the public in the course of a few years would have been 
well acquainted with the value and extent of that Country, of 
which even at this time, our knowledge is very imperfect. These 
Adventurers consulting their own Interest only, without the least 
regard to the management of the Natives, and the general welfare 
of the Trade; soon occasioned such disorder, that those who had 
the most substantial prospects, lost no time to withdraw their 
property, since which this Business tho’ not altogether neglected, 
has been carried on under great disadvantages occasioned by a 
variety of Interests, sometimes partially, and at other times 
totally unconnected with each other; insomuch that at the latter 
end of the year 1782, those who had persevered were no more than 
Twelve in number, and being convinced by long experience, of the 
advantages that would arise from a general Connection, not only 
calculated to secure and promote their mutual! Interests, but also 
to guard against any encroachments of the United States on the 
line of Boundary, as ceded to them by treaty from Lake Superior 
to Lake du Bois—They entered upon and concluded Articles of 
Agreement, under the title of the North-West Company, of which 
we were named the Directors, dividing it into sixteen shares; of 
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which each proprietor holds a certain number proportionate to 
the Interest he then had in the Country. And to prove to the 
world, that they have no Views but what are directed to extend 
that Business, and promote the Commercial Interest of the Pro- 
vince, it is expressly ordered in the Thirty-second Article that 
their Agreement for the purpose of carrying on a Trade to the North- 
West, shall be registered at the Secretaries Office for this Province 
at Quebec, for the Inspection of the public. 

Their first object was to prepare the necessary supplies and 
provide against any interruption to their business from the United 
States, by discovering another passage from Lake Superior to the 
river Ouinipique, at least 40 Leagues distant from the American 
line, at the Lake of the Woods, to secure at all events a Communica- 

tion with the North-West. Having every reason to expect from 
the line to be drawn as explained in the late treaty of Peace, that 
they would soon be dispossessed of the Grand Portage, situated 

at the North-West extremity of Lake Superior, which is the only 
part of that Country where there is a possibility of getting to the 
Water Communication which leads to Lake du Bois, and thence- 

forward to every part of the Country beyond it; from which Your 

Excellency will perceive the Grand Portage is the Key to that part 

of British America; and should the United States be put in posses- 
sion before another passage is discovered, that valuable Branch 
of the Furr Trade must be forever lost to this Province. Urged 
by these reasons the Company lost no time in procuring the best 
information of the Country; and early in June last, they actually 

sent off from the North side of Lake Superior a Canoe with Pro- 
visions only, navigated by six Canadians under the direction of 
Mr. Edward Umfreville, who has been Eleven Years in the Service 

of the Hudson’s Bay Company and Mr. Venance St. Germain; 
both of them men who speak the Language of the Natives and who 

are in other respects very well qualified to execute the Company’s 
intentions. 

Their Instructions were to proceed to Lake Alempigon and 
thence in a West direction by the best Road for the Transportation 
of Goods in Canoes to the River Ouinipique at, or as near as may 

be to the Portage de L’Isle, and by Letters received from them at 
Lake Alempigon 30th June, it appears they had met with in- 
numerable difficulties from the want of Indian Guides, but they 
had then one who had undertaken to conduct them to Lake 
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Sturgeon and they express’d the most sanguine hopes of getting 
forward from thence to the River Ouinipique. The Company have 
no accounts of them since that period, and as all their Canoes are 
now returned from the Grand Portage, they cannot until the next 
year give your Excellency any further information concerning 
this discovery. 

The Inland Navigation from Montreal, by which the North- 
West business is carried on, is perhaps the most extensive of any 
in the known World, but is only practicable for Canoes on account 
of the great number of Carrying places. To give your Excellency 
some Idea of which, there are upwards of ninety from Montreal to 
Lake du Bois only, and many of them very long ones. 

Two setts of men are employed in this business, making together 
upwards of 500; one half of which are occupied in the transport of 
Goods from Montreal to the Grand Portage, in Canoes of about 
Four Tons Burthen, Navigated by 8 to 10 men, and the other half 

are employed to take such goods forward to every Post in the 
interior Country to the extent of 1,000 to 2,000 miles and upwards, 

from Lake Superior, in Canoes of about one and a-half Ton Burthen, 
made expressly for the inland service, and navigated by 4 to 5 
men only, according to the places of their destination. 

The large Canoes from Montreal always set off early in May, 
and as the Provisions they take with them are consumed by the 
time they reach Michilimakinac, they are necessitated to call 
there, merely to take in an additional Supply, not only for them- 

selves but also for the use of the Canoes intended for the Interior 
Country and the Consumption of their servants at the Grand 
Portage, but as these Canoes are not capable of carrying the whole 
of such Provisions it thence becomes necessary to have a Vessel 

or Boats upon Lake Superior for that Transport only, and the 
utmost dispatch is required that everything may be ready in 
point of time to send off their supplies for the Interior Country, 
for which purpose the Goods, Provisions and everything else 
required for the Outfits of the year, must be at the Grand Portage 
early in July; for the carrying place being at least Ten Miles in 
length, Fifteen days are commonly spent in this Service, which 
is performed by the Canoemen, who usually leave the west end 

from the 15th July to the Ist August, according to the distance 
of the places they are intended for. 

Their general loading is two-thirds Goods and one-third Pro- 
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visions, which not being sufficient for their subsistence until they 
reach winter Quarters, they must and always do, depend on the 

Natives they occasionally meet on the Road for an Additional 
Supply; and when this fails which is sometimes the case they are 
exposed to every misery that it is possible to survive, and equally 
so in returning from the Interior Country, as in the Spring pro- 
visions are generally more Scanty. In winter Quarters, however, 
they are at ease, and commonly in plenty, which only can reconcile 
them to that manner of life, and make them forget their Sufferings 

in their Annual Voyage to and from the Grand Portage. 
We have taken the liberty to mention these matters so minutely 

to your Excellency to demonstrate how precarious that business is, 
and to show the impossibility of carrying it on to any extent in 
opposite Interests, without manifest ruin to some of the parties 

concerned and the destruction of the Trade. While on the con- 
trary, by a well regulated System in that long and precarious chain 
of connections which a Company alone can establish and execute, 
every Advantage may be derived for discovery and improvement. 

The present Company have accordingly adopted the most 
proper measures to answer those ends, and have entered upon the 
Business with a determined Spirit, to supply the Natives plenti- 

fully with every necessary they require which is the only sure 
means to extend it and to obtain a perfect knowledge of the Country, 
so far as it may be done without interfering with the Commercial 
rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company, which on all occasions they 
will carefully avoid. 

The property the Company have already in that Country, 
exclusive of their Houses and Stores, and the different Posts, as 

appears by the settlement of their Accounts this present year 
Amounts to the sum of £25,303.3.6 Currency; and their Outfits 

for the next Spring which will be sent from Montreal as soon as the 
Navigation is open, will not fall much short of that sum so that the 
Company will have an Interest at the Grand Portage in July next 
of about £50,000, original Cost, in Furrs, to be sent to Montreal 

by the return of their Canoes, and in goods for the Interior Country, 
from which your Excellency may judge of what may be expected 
from that Trade, when in our power by an exclusive Right for 
Ten Years to explore the Country and extend it. 

We beg your Excellency’s pardon for troubling you with this 
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long detail, we have done it merely to give your Excellency the 

best information respecting a Trade which, is hardly known, and 
still less understood, except by those who have been in that 
Country, requesting your Excellency will take this letter in support 
of their Memorial, into your consideration, and extend to the Com- 

pany your Favour and Protection, to obtain for them An Exclusive 
Right to the Trade of the North-West, on the Conditions stated 
in the Prayer of their said Memorial to Your Excellency. 

We have the Honour to be with the utmost respect in behalf 
of the North-West Company, 

Your Excellency’s, 
Most obedt. and 

Most hbl. servts., 
Benyn. & Jos. FRoBISHER 

To His Excellency, 
General Ha.tpimanp, 

Quebec. 

8: Letrer or Simon McTavisu To JosepH FRoBISHER, DATED 
ApRIL, 1787. 

[Letter Book of Joseph Frobisher, McGill University Library.] 

Montreal April 1787. 
Mr. Joseph Frobisher. 

Dear Joe, 
Ever since the death of my worthy friend, your Brother, I have 

been considering in what manner our business in the N.W. can 
be best managed, so as to keep up our present influence and interest 
in that country; for we may be well assured, the late unfortunate 
event, will encourage those who wish to support Gregory in a 
Perseverance of the present opposition which I am afraid may be 
done with success in the end unless we take the most effectual 
steps to prevent it. 

Our present concern is drawing near a close and it is natural 
for the different parties to be now looking forward beyond the term 
of it; your being alone, will render it impossible for you to attend 
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to the business here and above, so as to engage to renew the present 
concern, on the same Footing, the consequence would be a division, 

and getting into different companies, by which means we should be 
weakened and loose every advantage, we now have over others in 
that trade. I am also much in the same Predicament with you; 
I should be at a loss to attend the outfits and other business here, 
and go every year to the Portage, which is unavoidable for any 
person largely interested in that country, we at present hold be- 
tween us near one-half the concern, after deducting Montour & 
Small’s proportions in our shares; and I see no means so likely to 

support our consequence in that country as to join our Fortunes 
and names in a general copartnership, one half each, to continue 
while we find mutual satisfaction in it; in which case I presume we 
may still keep our present shares in any future concern, which we 
shall form, and have the supplying the company altogether which 
I think we shall be equal to as I intend at all events to withdraw 
out of the Michilimackinac Business when the General Store is at 
an end, and should Montour & Small or either of them quit the 
Business we could get the Patersons! into that country in their 
Place. Blackwood? wishes to give up supplying Holmes & Grant 
and Forsyth will dispose of McBeath’s 2/16ths both which will 
be our Interest to buy. 

By your remaining here the summer you can have your affairs so 
arranged that the connexion may take place in the Fall and begin 
with next year’s outfit; as for my matters they are so easily seen 

into that I can at any time join. 
As we are supplied from Home by two Houses which we have 

reason to esteem we would continue the business, one-half with 
each. for we should have occasion for the credit allowed by both, 
to carry on the business on an extensive scale, as we do now, and 

1Charles and Allan Paterson. Charles Paterson, who was one of the early 
traders on the Saskatchewan, was drowned in Lake Michigan in 1788. His 
brother Allan then retired from the fur-trade, married a daughter of the Hon. 

John Munro (a member of the first Legislative Council of Upper Canada), and 

settled down in the “new settlements’ on the north bank of the St. Lawrence. 
*John Blackwood (d. 1819), of Quebec, afterwards (1813-19) a member of 

the Legislative Council of Quebec, who married in 1793 the widow of Charles 

Grant, the author of the report on fur-trade made in 1780 to General Haldimand. 

He must be distinguished from the John Blackwood, a merchant of Montreal, 

who died in 1815, and was apparently not related to him. 
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all our own capitals beside, for which reason I would think it 
prudent to confine ourselves entirely to the N.W. which we can 
attend to well enough, by one of us, going up every summer. 
But previous to any connexion of the kind taking place, it will be 
right we should give every information to one another, necessary 
to show how we stand with the world, as far as can be at present 
ascertained. 

I wish you to consider this matter well and let me have your 

opinion, I have put my thoughts on paper on purpose to give you 
an opportunity of weighing all the circumstances, 

Yours 
5S. McTavisu 

9; ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN SiMON McTavisH AND 

Josep FrosisHer, NoveMBER, 1787. 

(VW. Dummer Powell Collection, Quebec Papers, v. 75, pp. 154-7, 

Public Reference Library, Toronto.} 

Articles of Agreement indented, had, made, agreed and con- 

cluded upon at Montreal in the Province of Quebec this... day 
of November in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred 
and eighty seven Between Simon McTavish and Joseph Frobisher 
both of Montreal aforesaid Merchants. 

Whereas the mutual Interest of the said Simon McTavish and 
Joseph Frobisher requires that the Trade now carried on by the 
said parties severaly with certain Adventurers in a joint Account 
of Trade with the Indians on the North West Frontiers of the said 
Province under the name and designation of the Northwest Com- 
pany, should hereafter be carried on jointly to the mutual Profit 
and Loss of the said Simon McTavish and Joseph Frobisher. 

First It is therefore agreed, that the said Simon McTavish 
and Joseph Frobisher do become and hereby declare themselves 
Copartners in Trade under the Firm and Designation of McTavish 

and Frobisher for five years from this date. 
Secondly That Whereas the said Simon McTavish and Joseph 

Frobisher are at present severaly engaged in divers distinct and 
separate concerns in Trade which if continued might prove 
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prejudicial to the interest of the said intended mutual concern It 
is agreed that from and after the date of the presents no business 
whatsoever shall be undertaken or carried on by either of the said 
parties severaly, unless it be to support and close as soon as con- 
veniently may be done, the several Concerns or Adventures in 

Trade in which the said Simon McTavish individualy or the said 
Joseph Frobisher as one of the late Firm of Benjamin and Joseph 
Frobisher may be actualy engaged at present. 

3dly That from and after the date of these presents no further 
support be given by the said Simon McTavish or the said Joseph 
Frobisher to any concern they or either of them may be engaged in 
but with the consent of the other signified in writing and submitted 
by the Party giving such Consent. 

4th That the original Stock of the said Copartnership shall 
consist of Eleven sixteenth shares of the trading Capital of the 
Adventure to the North West in Company now valued at 16960.9.14 
and in Goods not placed in the said adventure to the amount of 
2821.0.14. 

5 That each Partner shall take Credit with the Copartnership 
for such Sums as on his Individual Account shall come into the 
stock of the said Copartnership and shall be allowed Interest on all 
such Sums from the date of such Credit. 

6 That the Stock of the said Copartnership shall be subject to 
the payment of the sums specified in a schedule hereunto annexed 
marked A, after payment whereof neither of the said Copartners 
shall be at liberty to draw from the remaining Stock of the said 
Copartnership in any one year pending the same, more than the 
sum of Five hundred pounds for his personal Account, any Sum or 
Sums received or to be received by the said Copartnership on 
Account of such individual Copartner to the Contrary notwith- 
standing. 

7 That the business of the said Copartnership at Montreal 
shall be carried on at the Counting House and in the Stores and 
Vaults of the said Joseph Frobisher, and that in the Month of 
January of each year it shall be agreed upon and settled in writing 
by the said intended Copartnership what Allowance shall be made 
to the said Joseph Frobisher for Rent, Clerks Wages and other 
extra Expences for the Current year. 

8 That neither of the said Copartners shall become Security for 
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any other Person in any sum whatsoever without the consent of 
the other Partner in writing under Seal or indorsed on the Articles 
of Copartnership. 

9 That the Books of Account and all papers belonging to the 
Copartnership shall at all times be free and open to the Inspection 
of either Copartner. 

10 That in the Month of October in One thousand Seven Hun- 
dred and Ninety two preceeding the period for the expiration of the 
said Copartnership, the said Copartners or one of them shall give 
to the other notice in writing that he will not continue or extend 
the Duration of the said Copartnership beyond the said period, 
otherwise the said Copartnership shall continue in full force as to 
all its liens on the parties untill fourteen Months after such notice 
shall be given. 

11 That after such notice shall be given by either of the said 
Copartners to the other of his Intention to conclude the said Co- 
partnership after the Expiration of five years from the day of the 

date hereof, A state of the Copartnership Affairs shall be made out 
as accurately and Expeditiously as possible and if no other amicable 
arrangement can be had between the parties within six months 
after such notice, Either of the said Copartners offering the largest 
sum of Money to the other for that purpose shall be at liberty to 
make his Election of taking or resigning to the other the whole of 
the Concern and Interest of the said Company or Copartnership 
at such Evaluation as the said Parties may agree upon or, as in Case 
of Difference between them, two friends chosen by the Copartners 
or an umpire chosen by such friends may fix upon such Concern or 
Interest. And that such Friends or, in Case of Difference such 

Umpire, shall establish the mode of payment and Security to be 
given by the party acquiring such Concern or Interest to the Party 
resigning the same. 

12 That all disputes between the said Copartners arising in the 
affairs of the said Copartnership shall be referred to the Award and 
Arbitrament of two Merchants, one to be chosen by each of the said 
Copartners or to the Umpirage of such Merchant as the said Arbi- 
trators may in Case of Difference elect to determine between them. 

13. That in the Event of the Death of either of the said Co- 
partners within the five years of fixed Duration of this Copartner- 

ship, the surviving partner may at his option continue the same to 
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the end of the said Term of five years, admitting the legal repre- 
sentative of his deceased Partner to the same Rights and priviledges 
as were enjoyed by his deceased Partner. 

And for the due observance of the aforesaid Articles of Agreement 
the said Simon McTavish and Joseph Frobisher do hereby respect- 
ively bind themselves, and each of them himself, his heirs, Execu- 
tors and Administrators under the penalty in case of Contravention, 
of such Damages as may be awarded by Arbitrators agreeable to 
the Proceedure of the article above recited. 

In Witness whereof the said Simon McTavish and Joseph 
Frobisher have severaly and interchangeably executed these 
presents by subscribing their names and affixing their Seals re 
spectively to this present writing indented and to the Counterpart 
thereof at Montreal aforesaid the day and year of use herein above 

written—Sealed & witnessed 
in presence of— 

Schedule A. containing Detail of Sums of Money payable 
out of the Stock of the Copartnership of McTavish and Frobisher 
referred to in the Sixth Article of the annexed Agreement. 

To Louis Chatelan on demand 197.18.10 
To Pierre Laurent do 94.17. 

To Charles Boyer Junior do 106. 
To David Grant do 204. 5. 

To Venance St Germain do 24.15. 

To Ed. Umphreville do 47, 2.10 
To Nicolas Montour do 3149.11 

To Brickwood Pattle & Co do 3764 8 5% 

Total 7588 18 1144 

To Joseph Frobisher 1789 554. 1.81% 
To Do 1790 554. 1. 8% 
To Do 1791 554. 1. 8% 
To Dyer Allan & Co on demand 10530. 6. 1 

Hfx Cy. £19781. 9. 3 

11/16ths—24669.15.1 16960. 9. 1% 

2821. 0. 1% 
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the amount in Goods to form a stock equal to the Demands upon it 
but the goods Mr McT has to appropriate to that purpose are the 
Inventory of sundries delivered into the N.W. Store 2227.7.1014 
his 5/16ths Interest in goods remaining in Sd Store after the outfit 
of this Spring & Inventory amounting to £838.12.1144 Total 
3066.0.934 

McTavish & Frobisher 
Dr Ben & Joseph Frobisher 

To Sundries 
Viz 

Louis Chatelan 197.18.10 

Pierre Laurente 94.17 
Francois La France 46. 7. 1 

Charles Boyer Junior 106. 
David Grant 204. 5 
Venance St Germaine 24.15 

Ed. Umphreville 47. 2.10 
Nich. Montour 

Balance due him this Day 2324. 5. 5% 

Am’t his 1/39 profit on the 
adventure for 1786 should the 
furs shipped this fall am’t 825. 5. 614% 
their valuation 

3149.11. 0 

3870.16. 9 

{Less Francois La France, 46.7.1] 3824. 9. 8 

Sir 
The above are accounts to be assumed by Mr. McTavish, 

except that of Fran. La France 46.7.1 which is effaced; you will 

please to take notice that the Amt 825.5.6144 due Montour is 
only conditionaly; the first sum 2324.5.51% positive. 

Your hble. Sevt. 

J. HaALLoweLi 
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10: Deep oF ASSIGNMENT oF Grecory aND McLeop, 1788. 

{Notarial Archives, Montreal, Beek 403.) 

Before the underwritten Notaries Residing in the City of 
Montreal in the Province of Quebec duly admitted and Sworn 
Personally came and Appeared John Gregory, and Normand 
McLeod of the same place Merchants and Co-partners in Trade, 
and their Trustees, Robert Ellice and Company, Richard Dobie 
and Edward William Gray for and in the behalf of others the 
Creditors of the said Gregory and McLeod of the One Part, John 
Richardson for and in the name of the Co-partnership of Robert 
Ellice & Company of the Second part, and Joseph Frobisher for 
and in the name of the Co-partnership of MacTavish, Frobisher 
and Company and for the North West Company of the Third 
Part. Which said Parties declared to have made and agreed 
upon the Covenants and agreements herein after mentioned (to 
wit) Whereas by an agreement concluded on the Thirteenth day 
of December One thousand seven hundred and Eighty Six before 
Francois Le Guay Notary Public between John Gregory & Nor- 
mand McLeod aforesaid of the one part, and Robert Ellice and 
Company, Richard Dobie and Edward William Gray with the 
other Creditors of said Gregory & McLeod of the other part, 

the said Robert Ellice and Company, Richard Dobie and Edward 
William Gray were appointed Trustees of said Gregory & McLeod 
for certain purposes therein mentioned; and amongst others to 
receive and divide the Returns pro rata amongst the Creditors 
and Whereas since that agreement an Arrangement has taken 
place between the said Gregory and McLeod on one part and 
Simon McTavish & Joseph Frobisher & Company in behalf of 
themselves and others concerned with them in the North West 
Company on the other part by which arrangement the said Gregory 
and McLeod are to Receive one-fifth of the General Returns with 
an Addition or deduction such as the Property of each party in 
the interior country as per Inventories to be taken for that purpose 
may Require And Whereas the Division of the North West Furrs, 
would not only be attended with considerable expences to the 
concerned, but might if they were not carefully & judiciously 
Receipted, occasion prejudice to one of the Parties besides de- 
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preciating the value of the smaller parcel if Shipt afterwards to 
England, it being Generally found that the larger the Quantity 
the more beneficial the Sale And as from the present alarming 
Prospects it might injure the Interested exceedingly to push the 
disposal here, under the disadvantage of a deficiency of Purchasers 
arising from Recent losses or Scarcity of Money. 

Therefore to obviate all which inconveniences and to insure 
as much as possible every chance of benefit to the said Gregory and 
McLeod and their Creditors It is hereby Agreed upon between the 
said Gregory & McLeod and their Creditors & Trustees, Robert 

Ellice & Co. & McTavish, Frobisher & Co. for the North West 
Co. in manner as follows Viz The said Gregory & McLeod and their 

Trustees in behalf of themselves and the Creditors aforementioned 
in General consent and agree to the said One-fifth belonging to 
Gregory and McLeod of the North West Company returns, being 
delivered & rendered to the order of Robert Ellice and Coy in 
England on the Conditions after expressed, The said McTavish, 
Frobisher & Coy for the North West Company, engage and oblige 

themselves to hold said undivided fifth share of the Return subject 
to the order of said Robert Ellice & Co. for the purpose of being 
consigned to their Correspondents in England for Sale, and also 
engage to Bale up said Share free of any Commission or expences 
Except Baling and what extra Store Rent they may by reason of 
said extraordinary quantity of Furrs, which they are to be Re- 
imbursed for by Robert Ellice & Co. And the said Robert Ellice 
& Coy agree to Receive and Ship to England, said Gregory & 
McLeod’s undivided fifth share of the North West Coy Returns 
for this Year on the following Conditions. Viz. A Valuation of 

said Furrs to be made here by three Persons, one of which to be 

chosen by Gregory & McLeod & their Trustees and the other by 

Robert Ellice & Compy if these disagree they are to appoint a 
third. At that Valuation Robert Ellice & Comy will Receive them 
in the first Instance as a payment on account of their supplies 
to the Estate of Gregory and McLeod and the obligation of paying 
to the Trustees in the Fall what the said Valuation may exceed 
their Claim and to Account for the profit that may arise on the 
Sales, after deduction from the neat proceeds the charges of Baling, 
Entry and Shipping with River Freight (if any is paid) or any un- 
forseen unavoidable expences on them they may pay with consent 
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of the Trustees. The Creditors engaging to refund what they may 
fall short of such Valuation either immediately its being known, 
or out of the future dividends, with Interest And as the Estate 

is to have the chance of benefit or loss on the Sales, Robert Ellice 
and Company are to be allowed any interest accruing on their 
Account, for the difference of time that may arise between the 
usual time of Selling Furrs here, and that of the Neat Proceeds of 
these coming to their credit in England deducting therefrom the 
time that would elapse on an average between Receipt of a Bill 

of Exchange here on common usance and its payment in England. 
For the said Partners have so agreed upon and [it] is the true 

Intent and Meaning of these presents anything therein contained 
to the Contrary Notwithstanding and For the true performance 

thereof the said Partners did and do hereby bind themselves the 
one to the other. Thus done and passed at Montreal in the 
Province aforesaid on the Tenth day of May in the Year of our 
Lord one thousand and seven hundred and eighty eight and Signed 
by the said Parties after being duly Read by us Notaries. 

We the Creditors do Approve and Accept of this Agreement 

ALEXANDER HENRY Joun Grecory 
R. CruicKsHANK Normp MacLeop 

Rosert Exuice & Co. 

Ricuarp Dosre 
Epw. Wn. Gray 

BEEK Joun RicHarpson 
Not. Pub. Jos. FroBisHER 

1788 

11: Norra West Company AGREEMENT, 1790. 

[Archives of the Quebec Seminary.) 

Articles of agreement entered into at the Grand Portage 
between McTavish Frobisher & Coy, Nicholas Montour, Robert 
Grant, Patrick Small, William McGillivray, Daniel Sutherland, 

John Gregory, Peter Pangman, and Alexander Mackenzie, for the 
purpose of carrying on a Trade on their joint Accounts, to that part 
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of the Indian Country commonly called the North West, or else- 
where as the Parties may hereafter agree; to be divided into twenty 
shares of which McTavish Frobisher & Coy are to hold six twen- 
tieths, Nich® Montour two twentieths, Robert Grant two twentieths, 
Pat Small two twentieths, Will McGillivray one twentieth, Daniel 
Sutherland one twentieth, John Gregory, two twentieths, Peter 
Pangman two twentieths, and Alex. Mackenzie, two twentieths, 
in all profits and loss arising from thence; to commence with the 
first outfit for the year 1792, and to continue there after for the 
full and complete term of seven years. 

Article first, 

That McTavish, Frobisher & Coy, shall do all the business of 
this concern at Montreal and import the goods necessary for the 
supplies, charging 5 per cent at the bottom of the invoice, and 
interest from the time they fall due in England, at the rate of 5 per 
cent p. annum, with 4 per cent on the amount of the whole outfit, 
at the close of each year, the goods, men, wages, provisions, (wher- 

ever they may be purchased), cash disbursements, etc, to be 
included, and interest at 6 per cent p. annum on all advances, 
imports excepted. 

Second. 
That the furs shall be shiped to England by McTavish Frobisher 

& Coy on account of this concern, for which they are to be allowed 
a commission of one half p. cent on the amount. The neat proceeds 
whereof are to be credited each individual of the company in 

proportion to the share or shares, he or they hold, so soon as they 
are carried to the credit of McTavish Frobisher & Coy in England. 

Third. 
That Mr Montour & Mr Pangman shall winter and transact 

the Company’s businessat Forts des Prairies, Mr Small, Mr McGilli- 
vray & Mr MacKenzie, shall winter and transact the business at 
the English River, and Mr Rob‘ Grant shall winter and transact 

the business at the Red River; subject however to such changes, as 
the majority of the Concern present in the summer at this place, 
shall think most for their interest. But that two of the parties may 
winter below, each year, in rotation, or as they may agree amongst 
themselves, upon paying the salary of an able clerk each, to take 
their places, and to return the year following to their stations, cases 
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of sickness only excepted: Or otherwise to relinquish the one half 
of what share, or shares, he or they may hold in the concern in 
favor of such deserving clerk or clerks, as he or they so relinquishing 
may judge proper, provided they are such as are approved of by 
the Company; if not, to be settled by ballot; and the person or 
persons so retiring may retain the other half of his or their share 

or shares in the concern, without any attendance to the business: 
it is further understood, and agreed to by the parties who may so 
relinquish, that the clerks in whose favor they resign shall have the 
shares on the same principle, as the property is at present calculated 
to cost at the different posts. 

Fourth. 

That for the conducting of the business, one of the house of 
McTavish Frobisher & Coy, John Gregory and Daniel Sutherland, 
shall come up annually to this place, unless Mr McTavish’s presence 
in England, shall be found more for the interest of this concern, in 
which case, the former are to be exempted. And as it is thought 
necessary for the interest of the present North West concern, 
that Mr McTavish should go to England this autumn, that the 
parties belonging to that concern, subscribing to this agreement, 
give their assent thereto, on condition of McTavish Frobisher & 
Co’y making over to Daniel Sutherland one of their twentieth 
shares, for the two remaining years of said concern, in order to 

give him weight, to represent their interest in assisting Mr Gregory 
to manage the Company’s affairs here. 

Fifth. 

In case of the death of any of the parties hereto, before the ex- 
piration of this agreement, his or their executor, or executors, may 

nominate another person, in his or their place to be approved of 
by the concern; who shall in every respect conform to this agree- 

ment. 

Sixth. 

If all the parties herein, choose to retire from the business at 
the expiration of this agreement, a small assortment of goods shall 

nevertheless be sent to the Portage, if judged necessary, but not 
otherwise, in order to realize, and bring to final close in the most 

advantageous manner, the remaining business of this adventure, 
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and whatever the clerks, guides, and canoemen, may be then 
indebted, shall be considered as debts due to this concern, and not 
otherwise. 

Seventh. 

The contracting parties most solemnly declare that in the 
respective departments, in which they may be employed in the 
management of this business, they will keep faithful and exact 
accounts of all and every part of their transactions, so far as they 
are able, and will oblige all clerks and others under their direction 
to do the same, and further, they shall use every exertion, within 
the reach of the industry and abilities to promote on every occasion 

the interest of this concern. 

Eighth. 
That as all the parties hereto, have or may have other concerns 

in trade, in no wise connected with this business, and the present 
agreement being solely for the purpose of carrying on a joint ad- 
venture to the North West; in order therefor to prevent any of the 
parties from being involved, or in any manner responsible for one 
another, it is stipulated, and provided, that on no pretence what- 
ever, shall any of the parties sign for, or contract debts for account, 
or in the name of any of the other parties, without a special power 
for that purpose. 

Ninth. 

All persons of what denomination soever, whether principals, 
or others, who winter in the interior country, or elsewhere, shall 

deliver, or send to the Portage annually, an exact account of the 

goods, or other property they had remaining, as also of the peltries 
and canoemen, they may have left in the country, and as far as 
they are able, shall produce faithful accounts of their transactions, 
and the expenditure of the goods, comitted to their care the pre- 
ceding year. The principals who winter, as well as those who come 
up from Montreal (while on the voyage, and at this place) shall be 
allowed their personal necessaries, out of the common stock of 
the concern, and no more, every thing exceeding this limitation, 

they are required to keep an account of, and either send or bring 
the same to the portage annually, in order that it may be charged 
to their accounts. 
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Tenth. 

All difficulties that may arise in conducting this business shall 
be decided by the votes of twelve shares, which, in such case shall 
be considered as unanimous in every matter of what nature soever, 

and the contending party or parties, shall be obliged to submit to 
it; but in any case where the votes are under twelve, it shall be 
left to the arbitration and decision of four desinterested persons, 
men conversant in this business, who, if they cannot agree, shall 
chose an umpire, and the award signed by such five persons, or 
any three of them, shall be binding to all parties. 

Eleventh. 

All persons interested in this concern, shall not upon any ac- 
count, enter into any new engagements, during the term of this 
agreement, to the detriment of this concern. This article shall be 
equally binding upon any one of the concern, who disposes of their 
share to any other person. 

Twelfth. 

In case this agreement is disolved at the end of seven years, 
and that all the parties choose to continue in this business, on 
their separate account, or otherwise, without renewing this concern, 

in such case, all the goods remaining on hand, clerks, guides and 
canoemen, who are indebted to the company, whether at the Grand 
Portage, or in the interior Country, shall be equally divided, accord- 
ing to the different shares. The forts, buildings, and fixed property 
at the Grand Portage, to be sold in four lots, at public sale, to the 
highest bidder, and those in the interior country, to be sold in like 
manner, in single lots, for each post. 

Thirteenth. 

That whenever either of the parties become worth more money 
than what it requires to carry on their proportion of the outfits; if 

left in the hands of Messrs McTavish, Frobisher & Coy, they are 
only to be allowed interest on the surplus at the rate of five per 

cent per annum. 

Fourteenth. 

That the accounts of each years outfit, shall be made up in 
november, after the goods are forwarded from Montreal, and 
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accounts current with each of the parties to be signed and inter- 
changed yearly. 

Fifteenth. 

That Mr MacKenzie shal! pay to George McBeath a premium 
of three hundred and fifty pounds current money of the province 
of Quebec, over and above the stock that will remain on hand in 
the name of George McBeath in spring 1792, at the prices agreed 
upon by the article third, upon his relinquishing all pretentions to 
any interest in the concern, and, that Mr Gregory and Mr Pangman, 

shall satisfy Normand McLeod and William Holmes, for the good 
will of the shares, which they hold in the present North west con- 
cern, and which form two of their shares in the new concern. 

Sixteenth. 

That whereas it is Judged necessary by the parties hereunto 
subscribing, to have no witnesses to this agreement, it is neverthe- 
less hereby, most expressly understood, and solemnly declared, to 
be equally valid, and binding on all parties, in every respect, as if 
the same had been duly executed in form by a notary public, any 
law or usage to the contrary notwithstanding. 
Seventeenth. 

For the true performance of all and every part of the foregoing 
articles, each party binds himself unto the others, in the penal sum 
of five hundred pounds, current money of the province of Quebec, 

for every twentieth share, to be paid by the party failing to the 
party observing, or willing to observe, the same. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hand and seals 
at the Grand Portage, this twenty fourth day of July one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety. 

McTavish Frobisher & Co. 
Nicholas Montour 
Robert Grant 
Pat: Small 
Will. McGillivray 
D. Sutherland 
John Gregory 
John Gregory by power of attorney for 
{Pere Pangman 
Alex. MacKenzie 
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12: DocuMENTS RELATING TO THE ENGAGEMENT OF JEAN BaPTISTE 
Capor, Jr., with THE Nort West Company, 1795.) 

[Public Archives of Canada.]| 

Monsieur Jean Bapt. Cadott fils. 
Au Sault St. Marie le 18 aout 1795 

Monsieur 
Comme Je vous ai Proposer de vous Engager dans la Service 

de la Compagnie de Nord Ouest Si Sa vous Convient pour |’espace 
de Trois Anné, Je peut vous promettre Cent Cinquante Louis 
p Anné et Fournir des Hard &c Comme les Autres Messieurs dans 
la Service du dit Compagnie et Ce que vous Prenderay pour votre 
Compte vous Sera Charger Egalement Comme eus et le Bled et 
Farine que vous aurez Besoin pour Subsister Monsieur votre Pere 

et Sa Famille vous Seront Charger Je Meme Prix du Detroit avec 
les Poches et Port. Je Sera flattir de Recevoir une Lettre de vous 
par Mons. McGillivray ou MacKenzie qui Passeront a la fin de 
Ce Mois. 

Je Suis Monsieur 
votre tres Hble Serviteur 

Joun Grecory 

En presence des temoins sousignés fut present Monsr. J. Bte. 
Cadotte lequel s’engage volontairement par ces presents a la 
Compagnie du Nord Ouest pour hyverner Trois Années en qualité 

de Comis et ira dans un des Postes ou ils Jugeront a propos pour 
leurs Commerce, executera ponctuellement toutes les Ordres qui lui 
seront données par les dits Sieurs ou toutes autres representants 
ou Agent de la dite Compagnie s'il] arrivoit qu’il y’ait quelque 
personne contre la dite Societé le dit Sieur J. Bte. Cadotte fera son 
possible pour faire echoir ses Voisins dans leurs entreprises autant 
qu’il sera en son pouvoir—En un mot ferat tout ce qu’un bon et 
loyal Comis doit et est obligé de faire sans laisser le service n’y 
abandonner leurs Interét jusqu’au tems limité Cette Engagement 
ainsi faite pour prix et somme de Trois Mil six Cens Livres encien 

'1These documents illustrate the sort of agreement into which the North 

West Company entered at this period with traders who were not merely clerks 

nor yet partners, but were independent traders under contract with the Company. 
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cour de la province de Quebec par Année, et une Equipment comme 
les autres Messieurs dans le dit service, et ce qu’il pourra prendre 
sur son Compte lui sera chargez comme a eux, et le Bléd et Farine 
qu’il pourra avoir besoin pour faire subsister Monsr. son pere et sa 
famille lui sera chargez le meme prix du Detroit avec les Paches 
et le Post.— 

Le terme de cette engagement 4 commencer quand le premier 
Canot de la Compagnie du Nord Ouest arrivera ici de Montreal le 
printems prochain et de continuer Jusqu’a son arrivé ici L’Automne 
Mil sept Cens quatre vingt dix Neuf.— 

Faite au Sault de St. Marie fe 2d Septr. 1795. 

Temoins W. McGituivray Agent pour le Compy. N. West. 
Cuthbert Grant 
John Welles J. Brre. Capotre Junr. 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT had, made, concluded & agreed 

upon at the Grand Portage this twenty-fifth day of July in the Year 
of Our Lord One thousand Seven hundred & Ninety Six, Between 
William McGillivray & Alexander McKenzie Esquires, Agents 
acting for & on behalf of the North West Compy of the one Part, 
& Jean Baptiste Cadotte Gentleman on the other Part.— 

WHEREAS by certain Articles of Agreement bearing date at 
the Sault de Ste Marie the Second day of Septr. last the said J. 
Baptiste Cadotte became bound & obligated to serve the said 
North West Compy in the Capacity of Clerk for the term of Three 

Years; & WHEREAS from the high opinion entertained of the 
integrity and ability of the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte & for other 
good causes & purposes; The Parties to these Presents, have 
mutually consented & agreed to open an adventure or Trade to the 
Indian Country on their Joint Account and risk, to commence after 
the day & date of these Presents, and to continue for & during the 
Space of Five Years: Be it known therefore by these presents that 
the beforementioned Agreement shall for the present cease & have 
no Effect—and instead thereof, they the said Parties, have chosen, 
concluded, and agreed upon the Terms, Conditions & Stipulations 
herein Aftermentioned. 

That is to say. 
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Article 1st 
The said North West Compy by their said Agents agree to 

furnish, fit out & Provide at this Place or the Fond du Lac, 

all such goods as the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte may require 
for the said Trade or Adventure; say a yearly Assortment of 
Merchandize not exceeding Six Canoes Load such as are 
usually required for this Country (the quantity however to be 
augmented or diminished as may hereafter be mutually agreed 
upon) at & for the following Rates and Prices Viz.—Dry Goods 
at an advance of Forty Per Cent on the Current Prices of 
Montreal; Tobacco, Amunition, Iron Works, Soap & such like 
goods at an advance of Seventy five Per Cent on the Prices 
aforesaid; Liquor & Provisions (from Montreal) such as Rum, 

Beef, Pork, Butter &c. &c. at One hundred Per Cent on the 
Prices Aforesaid; Freight of Provisions from Detroit at eighteen 
Livres (Montl. money) Pr. Piece; ditto from Michilimackinac 

at Twelve Livres Pr. Piece.— 

Article 2nd 
The North West Compy by their Agents, shall in their own 

Name engage such Clerks, Interpreters & Men as may be 

required for this Concern and all Engagements otherwise 
made, shall be in the Name of the North West Company & 
upon the following Terms; Viz.-Advances made to Men from 
Montreal shall be chargeable without deduction, but those 
Men who shall be hired in this Country & who shall (at the 
Time of engaging) be already indebted to the said North West 
Company: such debts shall be only Taken and Assumed by 
this Concern at half the amount or valuation of the debt, no 

debt whatsoever shall be reckoned upon or so Taken for more 
than (or over & above) the Sum of Eight hundred Livres: 
this clause to be reciprocal in as much, that the North West 
Company shall receive back the debts of this Concern upon 
the same Principle & footing: Not that it is meant hereby, 
nor can it be so understood, that any such debtors can or 

Should avail themselves by this Arrangement, but that the 
full Original amount shall become the right & Property & be 
at the disposal of the Party holding them.— 

Article 3rd 
The said Jean Baptiste Cadotte doth promise, covenant & 
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agree to & with the said North West Company & Agents 
aforesaid that he will Trade, vend, Sell & barter all such goods 
as shall be so furnished & provided, in the best and most 
advantageous manner, for & on the joint account of them, the 
said Parties; That he shall keep regular & fair account of all 
his Transactions (for which he shall be allowed his personal 
necessaries out of the common Stock) subjecting himself 
nevertheless (and all those who shall or may be employed under 
him) to the following reservations, limitations and restrictions; 
First, the said Trade or adventure shall be confined to certain 

boundaries, to Wit, the Lac Rouge & its dependencies, beginn- 

ing at the little River Auinuipique, comprehending the Lac des 
Sangsue—Red cedar Lake, said Lac Rouge & extending as far 

as the River, that discharges itself into the Great Red River: 
Second, Reciprocal,—The Parties to these Presents shall neither 
of them, on any pretence whatsoever, meddle or interfere with 
the Trade or traffick of, or belonging to the respective Posts 
of the other; by decoying or debauching the Indians in the 
habit of Trading at one Post to that of another; Nor shall 
either Party injure or attempt to wrong the Other, by trading 
Furrs, giving or withdrawing Credits to, or from Indians 
belonging to each others Posts or otherwise: For it is hereby 
mutually agreed upon, that in case of default, the Party so 
transgressing, shall forfeit to the other all such Furs so Traded 
or Taken & shall likewise incur any Penalty that disinterested 
Persons may allow.— 

Article 4th 
And the said North West Company agree to receive from 

the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte, either at this place or Fond du 

Lac all such Furs & Peltries as shall proceed from the said 
Adventure, at regular, fair & Stated Prices, which prices shall 

be fixed upon by the Parties themselves Yearly at the time of 
making the Outfit; Those for the Present year shall be as 
follows; Viz. Beaver at Nine Livres 70 Pound Otters twenty 
livres each Marten, four Livres, Fisher Six livres each Minks 
fifty Sols each, Bears twenty four livres each, Cubs twelve 
livres each, Raccoons forty five sols each, Cased Cats sixteen 

livres each, Foxes ten livres each, Deer Skins two livres pr. 

pound, and all real summer Peltries half these prices only; 
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& and in proportion for other years: The amount of which 

Furrs & Peltries shall be placed to the Credit of said Adventure 
each & every year, in the Month of November next after the 

delivery of the same.— 

Article 5th 
And lastly it is Stipulated & mutually agreed upon between 

the said Parties, that as from the high prices at which Goods 
& provisions are sold for this year at Montreal, that there 
may arise a loss upon the first Outfit; The said North West 
Company by their Agents aforesaid Promise and agree that 
they only shall sustain & take upon themselves (and shall hold 
free the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte) from any such Loss that 

shall or may Arise, that is to say, upon the first Years adventure 
only; And that because it is moreover agreed upon that at the 
expiration of that Period it shall and may be lawful for the 
said Jean Baptiste Cadotte to make his choice or election 
either to recede from or take up this present Agreement, or 
to enter upon resume & abide by the first aforementioned 
Agreement: Then Shall this, or the other; become void & null 

& of no Effect, and one only remain in force, any thing herein 
mentioned to the contrary in any wise Notwithstanding. 

IN WITNESS whereof the Parties have hereunto set their hands 

& Seals at the Grand Portage Aforesaid, the Day and date first 
above Written.— 

Signed Sealed and delivered J Brre CaporttTe 
in Presence of.— 

A. N. McLeop W McGILiivray 

Ricnuarp Wm Barr ALEX MACKENZIE 

13: AcReemMent or McTavisH, FroBisHerR AND Company, 1799, 
WITH STATEMENT OF AccountTs.! 

|Hudson’s Bay House.] 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT had made and concluded upon 
at Montreal in the Province of Lower Canada this second Day of 

1Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company. 
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December in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and ninety nine, by and between Simon McTavish, John Gregory, 
William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, and William Hallowell 
all of Montreal aforesaid—Whereas the said Simon McTavish, 
Joseph Frobisher, James Hallowell, John Gregory, and William 
McGillivray were by Articles of Partnership bearing date at 
Montreal the twenty eighth Day of September One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Ninety three Co-Partners and joint Traders 
residing and carrying on Trade at to and from Montreal aforesaid 
under the Firm of McTavish Frobisher & Company for a term of 
years as therein is more fully set forth—and were also Co-partners 
and joint Traders with John Fraser residing and carrying on Trade 
at to and from London in the Kingdom of Great Britain under the 
Firm of McTavish Fraser & Company which said first mentioned 
Firm or Trading House of McTavish Frobisher & Co were also the 
Equippers of and Agents to a certain other Company (herein after 

mentioned) carrying on Trade to the Interior part of the Indian 
Country—commonly called and known by the Name or Firm of the 
North West Company, all which Concerns are more fully expressed 
and explained by the said Articles of Co-partnership bearing date 
on the twenty eighth Day of September One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Ninety three as aforesaid reference being thereunto 
had. And whereas by Articles of Agreement bearing date the 
fourth Day of November One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety 
five the said Simon McTavish, Joseph Frobisher, John Gregory 
and William McGillivray did admit Alexander Mackenzie to be a 
Co-partner jointly with them, generally in all and singular their 
said connections and Concerns in Trade as aforesaid—And whereas 
the said James Hallowell on the thirtieth day of November One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety five and the said Joseph 
Frobisher on the first day of May One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Ninety eight did respectively by amicable arrangements with 
their said Partners retire from and relinquish all the said Trade 
connections and Concerns so carried on and conducted as aforesaid. 
And whereas by Articles of Agreement bearing date the thirtieth 
Day of October One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety five, 
the said Simon McTavish, John Gregory and William McGillivray 
did enter into a Concern with Sundry other Persons therein named 
by the name and description of the North West Company (before 
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mentioned) for a term of years yet unexpired, that is to say from 
the Outfit of the year One Thousand seven Hundred and Ninety 
Nine to the returns of the Outfit of the Year One Thousand eight 
Hundred and five of which the Persons composing the present 
House of McTavish Frobisher & Co held and hold fifteen Shares 
as by said Agreement reference being thereunto had will more fully 

appear And whereas the said late House or Firm of McTavish 
Frobisher & Co did also by articles of Co-partnership bearing Date 
the twenty first Day of June One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Ninety Nine enter into a Trading Concern with James Caldwell 
and Simon Fraser of Albany for a term of Years also unexpired 
under the Firm of Caldwell Fraser & Company of which said 
Concern the present House or Firm of McTavish Frobisher & Co 

are Interested and hold one full third Share or part as by said 
Articles will also more fully appear And whereas the period of 
duration as well as of the first recited Original Co-partnership as 
of the said also before recited Articles of Agreement under which 
the said Alexander Mackenzie was admitted a Co-partner did 
expire on the thirtieth Day of November last and did then finally 
cease and determine whereby the said Parties being totally dis- 
engaged and at full liberty to make any such further and other 
connections in Trade as to them might seem convenient Now be 
it known that the said first above mentioned Parties Viz Simon 
McTavish, John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan Mc- 
Gillivray and William Hallowell having a full and competent 
knowledge of all the before recited circumstances have and do 
hereby agree to and with each other, and to and with their and 
each of their Heirs Executors and Administrators in manner and 
form following that is to say viz‘ 

Article Ist 

That the said Simon McTavish, John Gregory, William 
McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray and William Hallowell shall 
and will and do hereby consent and agree to become from this 
Day Co-partners and joint Traders under the name or Firm of 
McTavish Frobisher & Company, generally in every branch 
of Trade hitherto carried on by the former House or Firm of 
McTavish Frobisher & Company or that shall or may hereafter 
be agreed upon by and between them, conformable to the 
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respective rates or Proportion of Interest herein after 
mentioned, 

Article 2nd 

That the said Co-partnership shall continue and be in force 
for a period of Seven Years to be computed from the first day 
of December Instant that is to say until the first Day of 
December which will be in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
eight Hundred and Six. 

Article 3rd 

That the said Co-partnership Interest and Concern shall 
be divided into Ten equal Shares or Parts of which the said 
Parties to these Presents shall have receive and enjoy to his 
and their own proper use or uses as follows viz* 
Simon McTavish........... Four Shares 
John Gregory. ......... . Two Shares 
William McGillivray....... Two Shares } Ten Shares 
Duncan McGillivray....... One Share 
William Hallowell.. .......One Share 

of all the clear and Nett Profit, benefit and advantage, which 

from time to time during the said Co-partnership shall arise 
or may accrue by the Management of the said joint Trade or 
the encrease or Improvement thereof, and that all Charges 
Debts Losses or other Contingencies which may arise grow or 
become due to be paid by reason of the said joint Trade, shall 
during the said Co-partnership be paid sustained, borne and 
defrayed, and be deducted and satisfied before any dividend 
according to the said Parties Interest or Share therein as 

above said. 

Article 4th 

It is further hereby agreed by and between the Parties to 
these Presents that whereas they intend to continue to carry 
on Trade in the City of London (as carried on and conducted 
by the said former Firm of McTavish Fraser & Co) that their 
proportion of Interest respectively therein shall be, and is 
hereby stipulated to be conformable to the preceeding Article, 
Subject nevertheless to the proviso following viz' that if 
John Fraser of London herein before mentioned, shall agree 

7 
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to associate himself with the said Parties and become a Partner 
with them in their said intended Trading House in London, 
that then the same shall be carried on and conducted for the 
same period of Seven Years to be computed as before said 
under the Firm of McTavish Fraser & C° and that they the 
said Parties shall and do hereby agree to allow in that case 
to the proper use of the said John Fraser one full third Share 
of the Profits and advantages arising therefrom, he to be 
subject to the same proportion of Loss that may arise or accrue 
therefrom; and shall over and above his said third share be 
entitled to have and receive out of the clear and Nett Profits 
of the said Concern for his Labour Care and dilligence therein 
an Annual allowance of Five Hundred Pounds Sterling during 
the said Co-Partnership. 

Article 5th 

And whereas in order to prevent any doubts or disputes 
that may arise in the future management of the said business 
relating to the Debts and Credits of the Trade heretofore 
carried on under the said beforementioned Firm of McTavish 
Frobisher & Co Now these Presents Witness that the said 
Parties hereto have and do hereby agree to and with each 
other and to and with each of their Heirs Executors and 

Administrators that the Balance Sheet or Schedule of the 
Debts and Credits of the said late Firm of McTavish Frobisher 
& C° hereto annexed signed by the said Parties and making 
a part hereof shall be and is hereby assumed and undertaken 
by them respectively in the manner therein and thereby 
particularly expressed, by which they consent and agree to be 
bound liable and responsible and not otherwise. 

Article 6th 

It is hereby further agreed by and between the said Parties 
that for the purpose of conducting their said business to the 
best advantage and until they shall see proper to change and 
alter the same that the said Simon McTavish shall Superintend 
the Correspondence and Finance department, the said John 
Gregory the Outfits Packing and Shipping Concerns, and the 
said William and Duncan McGillivray the Agency for con- 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 99 

ducting the business of the North West Company as well 
on the Communication from hence as at the Grand Portage 
as Stipulated in the Agreement between the House of McTavish 
Frobisher & Company and the said North West Company 
That the said William Hallowell! shall reside constantly in 

Montreal for the more effectually managing the Compting- 
House department, that he keep the Books of Account himself 
with the assistance of such Clerks as may be judged necessary 
during the said Co-partnership, and that he the said William 
Hallowell shall and will (if deemed necessary by the Majority 
of the Partners at the expiration of this Concern) continue to 
reside in Montreal for One Year after the expiration of this 
Concern and keep himself so far disengaged from any other 
pursuit as to enable him to wind up settle and close the affairs 
of the said Concern and joint Trade, which he hereby consents 
and engages to do and fullfil, and in satisfaction of his care and 
dilligence therein it is hereby agreed that the said William 
Hallowell shall be entitled to have and receive for his said 
services during the said Year the Sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds Currency 

Article 7th 

Whereas it is the intention of the said Simon McTavish to 
retire from this Country and to reside and settle in London 

(so soon as it may be considered that his presence in Canada 
can be dispensed with without prejudice to the said establish- 
ment and Concerns) in which case said William McGillivray 
will be required to assist in Superintending the business at 
Montreal, It is therefore hereby further Covenanted and 

Agreed that the said William McGillivray be authorized to 
treat conclude and agree with any of the Persons composing 
the North West Company (who may be judged most fit and 
acceptable) to become a joint Partner with them in the present 
House or Firm of McTavish Frobisher & Company and ijn the 
different branches of Trade by them carried on, whose depart- 
ment shall be to succeed in assisting and managing that part 
of the business herein before allotted to William and Duncan 
McGillivray jointly; And the said William McGillivray is also 
hereby further authorized to make such arrangements for that 



fore) DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

purpose with the said Person as he may judge most for the 
advantage of the Concerned, but not to allow him the said 
Person so to be admitted as aforesaid a greater proportion or 
Share than one eleventh part of the whole Interest of their 
said Trade; And in the event of the said Simon McTavish 
retiring as aforesaid It is hereby Stipulated Covenanted and 
Agreed that his Interest in the present established Concern, 
shall (at the period of closing or balancing the Books that year 
he shall so retire) diminish or change, that is to say, from 
four tenth Shares of the whole to three tenth Shares or parts 
only, which tenth Share so to be given up shall fall into the 
House generally in proportion to the respective Interests 
of the Parties therein. 

Article 8th 

Provided allways and it is hereby expressly agreed condi- 

tioned and concluded by and between the said Parties to these 
presents and it is the true intent and meaning hereof that if 
either of the said Parties to these presents, or the Person 
hereafter to be admitted a Party hereto as aforesaid, shall 
happen to depart this life before the said term of Seven Years, 
shall by course of time run out and be expired, that then and 
in that case the Interest of the said deceased shall cease and 
terminate on closing or balancing the Books of the said Concern 
on the thirtieth Day of November of the same year save and 
except the said John Gregory whose Heirs it is expressly 
Covenanted and Agreed shall be entitled to participate in the 
Profit or Loss arising from one of the Fifteen Shares, say one 
of the Fifteen Fortysixths, of that branch of their Trade which 
they hold by Agreement with the North West Company until 
the expiration of that Concern in the year of our Lord One 
Thousand eight Hundred and Six; but it is also expressly 
agreed by these Presents that in case of the decease of either 
the said Simon McTavish, John Gregory or William Mc- 
Gillivray previous to the expiration hereof as aforesaid that 
then and in that case the Interest of the said Duncan Mc- 
Gillivray shall encrease and be equal to the Share or proportion 
of either of them the said John Gregory or William McGillivray 
or the Survivor of them for the remaining period of the Concern. 
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Article 9th 

Whereas there are Sundry Adventures Engagements and 
Contracts entered into prior to this date by the late Firm of 
McTavish Frobisher & Company the event of which is not 
yet ascertained or known, but in the Issue of which Alexander 
Mackenzie late a Partner in said House may pretend or claim 
an Interest; Now it is the true intent and meaning hereof 
and of the said Parties to these Presents that in case the said 
Alexander Mackenzie his Heirs or Assigns shall or may establish 
a legal Claim or demand therein and thereto or to any part 

of the Advantages and Profits arising therefrom, or in case 
the said Simon McTavish, John Gregory and William Mc- 
Gillivray may in order to facilitate an Amicable Settlement 
with the said Alexander Mackenzie consent and agree to 
admit him to any proportion of such Interest or advantage 
without legal discussion (which they the said Simon McTavish 

John Gregory and William McGillivray are hereby Specially 
authorized to do) that then and in that Case the same shall 
be equally borne and Sustained generally by the said Parties 
according to their beforementioned proportions or Interests 
in the said Concern, any Specific appropriation thereof hereto- 
fore contemplated notwithstanding. 

Article 10th 

It is also hereby further Covenanted that each and every 
of the said Parties shall be entitled to have and receive at 
and after the rate of Six per Cent annually for all such Sum 
or Capital as may appear at their Credit in the Books of the 
said Concern. 

Article lith 

It is also hereby expressly agreed and the said Parties to 
these presents hereby Specially bind and oblige themselves 
their Heirs and Executors each to the other and to their and 

each of their Heirs Executors and Administrators that in case 
of the decease of either of them the said Parties previous to the 
expiration of the present Concern and Co-partnership, his or 
their Heirs or Executors shall not be entitled to claim or demand 
of the Survivors for one Year thereafter more than the legal 
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Interest of such Capital as (on closing the Books of that year) 
he may appear to possess or be at his Credit (if so much of the 
said Term should remain unexpired) at which period if there 
should happen to be four Years remaining unexpired of said 
Term, one fourth only of the said Capital and Interest shall 
or may be exacted, and if three years only remain unexpired 
then one third of the same may be claimed and exacted and 
in either case the remaining Nett Sum with the Interest shall 
be divided and paid in equal annual payments thereafter 
during the remainder of the unexpired Term; but if it should 
so happen that there should remain but one year unexpired 
then the whole of the said Capital and Interest shall and may 
be demanded Claimed and exacted at the close of the Concern. 

In Witness whereof the said parties to these Presents have 
hereunto and to four other parts hereof interchangeably set their 
Hands and Seals at Montreal aforesaid the Day Month and Year 
first above written. 

Signed, Sealed and delivered Simon McTavisu 
in the presence of Joun Grecory 

T. WALKER W. McGILuivray 
Joun K. WELLES Wn. HaLtowe.i 

Duncan McGILLIVRAY 

Memorandum. Whereas the Parties to the foregoing Articles 
have determined that Roderick Mackenzie, at present a Partner, 
and holding two forty sixth shares in the North West Company, 

is a proper Person to assist in the management of their Concerns 
at the Grand Portage, conformable to the provision made in the 
Seventh of said Articles, they hereby admit him a Partner in their 
House on the following Conditions. 

That he shall return to the Grand Portage this Spring and pass 
the succeeding Winter in the Interior as a Wintering Partner: 
On his return to the Grand Portage in the Summer of the Year 

One Thousand eight hundred and one he shall avail himself of his 
privilige of resigning One of his forty sixth Shares to the North 
West Company, and retire from Wintering in the Indian Country: 
His remaining One forty sixth Share in said Company shall become 
the property of the House of McTavish Frobisher & C° with all 
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the Profits that may thence accrue from the Outfit of the present 
Year One Thousand eight Hundred and during the whole Term 
of the foregoing Articles of Agreement: That he shall act as an 
Agent in Conducting the business of the North West Company as 
well on the communication from hence as at the Grand Portage 
as stipulated in the Agreement between McTavish Frobisher & C° 
and the North West Company. 

On the above Conditions, Simon McTavish, John Gregory, 

William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, and William Hallowell, 
the Parties at present composing the House of McTavish Frobisher 
& C°, do agree to admit the said Roderick Mackenzie as a Partner 

in their said House, that his Interest therein shall be One Eleventh 

of the whole, comprehending all the Interest of the House in Europe 
ot Elsewhere; That it shall commence on the closing of their Books 
on the thirtieth Day of November One Thousand eight hundred 
and continue to the end of the Term of the foregoing Articles: 
That in case the said Roderick Mackenzie should die before the 
expiration of said Term, his general Interest in the House shall 
end with the close of the Books on the thirtieth day of November 
next following, but the One forty sixth Share brought by him 
into the House shall revert to his legal representatives with all 
the profits accruing from the Outfit that may have been made 
in the year such an Event may happen. 

We have maturely Considered the Terms and Conditions of this 
Memorandum, Accept and Approve of the same, and hereby Bind 
Ourselves, that is, Simon McTavish, John Gregory, William Mc- 
Gillivray, Duncan McGillivray, and William Hallowell, On the 

One Part, and Roderick Mackenzie on the Other Part, our Heirs 

and Executors each to the other and to their and each of their Heirs 
and Executors to the full accomplishment of the same. 

In Witness whereof We have hereunto set our hands and Seals 
this Nineteenth Day of April in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
eight hundred. 

Signed, Sealed Rop. MackENzIE 
and delivered in Simon McTavisu 
the presence of Joun Grecory 

James HALLowEL. W McGILiIvRay 
James HattoweE tt Jun’ Duncan McGILiivray 

Wn HAcLioweE Lt 
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108 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

14: Tue AGREEMENT OF THE Nortu West Company aT GRAND 

Portace, Jury 5, 1802.! 

[Reprinted from L. R. Masson, Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du 
Nord-Ouest, deuxidme série (Quebec, 1890), pp. $59-481.] 

WHEREAS by certain articles of agreement made and entered 
into at Montreal, in the Province of Lower-Canada, on the thirtieth 

day of October, one thousand seven hundred and ninety five, by 
and between Simon McTavish, Joseph Frobisher, John Gregory 
and William McGillivray, these composing the Firm of McTavish, 

Frobisher & Co, of Montreal aforesaid, merchants and co-partners, 
and Angus Shaw, Roderic McKenzie, Cuthbert Grant, Alexander 
McLeod and William Thorburn, these represented by Alexander 
McKenzie their Agent and Attorney, a Joint Concern or trade 
to that part of the Indian Country commonly called the North- 
West was agreed to be carried on, the said parties and others to be 
admitted Partners therein under the said Articles of Agreement on 
their joint account and risk for a certain term or number or years, 

that is to say to commence with the first Outfit of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety nine, and to terminate with 
the returns of the Outfit of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and five, the said Concern to consist of forty six shares and to be 
regulated and carried on under the different terms, stipulations 
and conditions in the said Articles of Agreement mentioned and 
contained; 

AND WHEREAS, under and in virtue of the said Agreement, 
the following Persons now carrying on trade to the said Indian 
Country as Partners, under the name or Firm of the Nortu-WEsT 
Company, that is to say the said Simon McTavish, John Gregory, 
William McGillivray and Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell 
and Roderic McKenzie, now composing the said House or Firm of 
McTavish, Frobisher & Co; Angus Shaw, the said Roderic Mc- 
Kenzie, Alexander McLeod, Wm. Thorburn, Daniel McKenzie, 

Wn. McKay, John McDonald, Donald McTavish, John McDonell, 

1The original of this agreement, or a copy of it, was in the possession of 
the Hon. L. R. Masson when he published in 1889-90 his Bourgeois de la Compagnie 
du Nort-Ouest; but is not to be found, I am informed, in the Masson Papers now 
in the Public Archives of Canada, and I have not been able to ascertain its present 

whereabouts. 
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Archibald Normand McLeod, Alexander McDougall, Charles 
Chaboillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alex. Fraser, Eneas Cameron, 
John Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alex. McKay, 
Hugh McGillis, Alex. Henry, J. Bte. Cadotte, John McGillivray, 
James McKenzie and Simon Fraser conceiving it essentially neces- 
sary to alter and change the aforesaid articles of agreement and 

to form a more regular solid permanent system for the Government 
and Regulations of the various rights and interests of the Parties 
concerned in the said trade and commerce, in order thereby and by 
a mutual confidence and good understanding to unite and con- 
solidate their interests in such manner as to render all attempts 
which now are or hereafter may be made by other Persons to injure 
them in their said trade and commerce fruitless and ineffectual, 
and above all to preserve and secure to the said Parties concerned, 
their heirs and assigns the many benefits and advantages which, by 
their united labours and exertions in the said Indian Country, they 
have become entitled to reap and receive in the further continuance 
of the said trade and commerce and particularly from the enlarged 
plan of carrying on the same and the increased number of outfits 
and other expenses which have become necessary for that purpose 
and which must eventually be productive of greater advantages 
and emoluments to the parties concerned; 

THESE PRESENTS THEREFORE WITNESS that the said 
Simon McTavish, John Gregory, Wm McGillivray, Duncan Mc- 
Gillivray, Wm Hallowell and Rod McKenzie, now composing the 
said House or Firm of McTavish, Frobisher and Company, of 
Montreal, aforesaid merchants; Angus Shaw, Daniel McKenzie, 
Wm McKay, John McDonald, Donald McTavish, John McDonell, 
Arch. N. McLeod, Alex. McDougall, Chs Chaboillez, John Sayer, 
Peter Grant, Alex. Fraser, Eneas Cameron, John Finlay, Duncan 
Cameron, Js. Hughes, Alex. McKay, Hugh McGillis, Alex. Henry, 
John McGillivray, James McKenzie, and Simon Fraser, do hereby 
consent and agree that from and after the first day of December 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and two, the aforesaid 
articles of agreement of the thirtieth day of October one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety five, be and the same and every part 
thereof is hereby declared to be rescinded and annulled in so far 
as the rights and interests of the said Parties to these presents are 
or may be thereby affected or bound and the said Parties to these 
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presents do hereby mutually consent and promise and agree to 
carry to the interior part of the said Indian Country commonly 
called the ““North-West’, and to all and every other part and place 
where they shal] see fit a trade and commerce in furs and peltries 
and other commodities on their joint account and risk as copartners, 
under the Name and Firm of the North-West Company to be 
governed and carried on under the following Rules and Regulations. 

ARTICLE 1 

That the present copartnership or concern shall commence 
with the outfit of the year one thousand eight hundred and three 
and shall continue remain and be carried on for the space and term 
of twenty years hereafter, ending with the returns of the outfit 
of the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two by and 
between the said Partners to these presents and the survivors of 
them and others to be admitted Partners under the present agree- 
ment. 

ARTICLE 2 

That the present concern shall consist of ninety two shares to 
be divided held and enjoyed by and amongst the said Parties 
to these presents, and others to be hereafter admitted as Partners 
therein in manner following that is to say the said Simon McTavish, 
John Gregory, Wm. McGillivray, Dun. McGillivray, Wm. Hallowell 
and Rod. McKenzie, now composing the said House or Firm of 
McTavish Frobisher and Company or whatever persons the said 
House may be composed of during the present concern shall have 
hold and retain thirty shares, John McDonald two shares, Donald 
McTavish two shares, John McDonell two shares, Arch. N. McLeod 

two shares, Chs. Chaboillez two shares, John Sayer two shares, 
Peter Grant two shares, Alexander Fraser two shares, Eneas 
Cameron two shares, John Finlay two shares, Dun. Cameron two 
shares, Jas. Hughes two shares, Alex. McKay two shares, Hugh 
McGillis two shares, Alex. Henry two shares, Alex. McDougall 
two shares, John McGillivray two shares, Jas. McKenzie two shares, 
and Simon Fraser two shares, making in all seventy six shares (1) 

and that the remaining sixteen shares not appropriated shall be 
disposed of to such person or persons as may hereafter be admitted 
into the present concern as a Partner or Partners therein or other- 
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wise as the said Parties to these presents or their assigns being 
Partners in the said concern shall judge fit, and that until the said 
shares not appropriated or others hereafter to become vacant shall 

be disposed of the profits and advantages arising therefrom shall 
be equally divided among the existing Partners for the time being 
in proportion to the number of shares they hold in the concern 
who shall be liable to the risk and losses that may be sustained or 

thereby. 

ARTICLE 3 

It is stipulated and agreed by and between the said Parties to 
these presents that the Persons who now or at any time hereafter 
during the period of the present concern shall or may compose the 
said House of McTavish Frobisher and Company, at Montreal 
aforesaid shall and they are hereby exclusively authorized and 
empowered during the said period to direct conduct and manage 
the affairs of the said North-West Company at Montreal for and 
on account of the whole, to import all the necessary goods merchan- 
dizes and commodities fit and necessary for carrying on the afore- 
said trade and commerce to hire and employ all Clerks, Interpreters 
and engagés from time to time as shal] be necessary and requisite 
for carrying on the said business to make all advances for Liquors 
Provisions and other necessary articles of the same kind which 
shall be charged at the current market price at Montreal, for which 
said advances and trouble the said McTavish Frobisher and C° 
shall be allowed by the said Concern a Charge of four per cent on 
the amount of the whole outfit at the close of each year and interest 
on the goods imported at the rate of five per cent per annum from 
the time they fall due in England to the thirthieth day of November 
of the year the outfit is made in, from and after which period the 
said McTavish Frobisher and Company shall be allowed interest 
at the rate of six per cent upon the said goods so imported until 
the same shall be paid and satisfied. That the said House of 
McTavish Frobisher and Company shall also be allowed interest 
at the rate of six per cent on all cash advances which may be by 
them considered necessary or expedient to be made for the use and 
benefit of the Concern it being understood that the said McTavish 
Frobisher and Company shall and will on their parts credit and 
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allow for all in their hands belonging to any of the Partners under 
the present agreement interest at the rate of six per cent per annum. 
And in as much as the said House of McTavish Frobisher and C° 
must necessarily keep up the present number of Partners therein 
for the performance of the several duties they are hereby become 
bound to fulfill for and on behalf of the said North-West Company 
and in order also to avoid all doubts and difficulties which might 
arise in case of a change of all or any of the Partners of the said 
House during the present Concern, It is therefore stipulated and 
agreed that every new Partner coming into the said House of 
McTavish Frobisher and Co and being thereby admited to any 
right, share or interest in the Present Concern shall be specially held 
and bound in and by this agreement admitting him a Partner in 
the House, to the observance of all every the different clauses and 
stipulations mentioned and contained in the present agreement 
in the same manner as the present Partners in the said House are 
hereby held and bound, in which case every new partner so coming 

into the said House during the period of the Present Concern shall 
be by the said Concern held and considered as entitled to all the 
benefits and advantages and bound to all duties and obligations 
contained in this agreement as if he had been present and signed 
and executed the same as one of the Partners now composing the 
said House. 

ARTICLE 4 

That the Furs Peltries or other produce or returns of the afore- 
said trade and commerce shall be shipped to England or wherelse it 
may be thought fit by the said house of McTavish Frobisher and Co, 
on the account and for the mutual benefit and advantage of the 
whole Concern for which trouble the said House shall be allowed a 
commission one half per cent on the whole amount of all that is 
sent to England and two and a half per cent on whatever part of 
such returns as may be sold and disposed of in the United States 
of America or sent that way toa market in any other country.—And 

that the neat proceeds of the said furs peltries or other produce 
and returns of the said trade shall be credited to each Individual 
of the Concern according to his share and proportion therein as 
soon as the same shall be placed to the credit of the said House of 
McTavish Frobisher and Co. 
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ARTICLE 5 

That two at least of the Partners of the said House of McTavish 
Frobisher and C° for the time being shall annually go to the Grand 
Portage for the purpose of conducting managing and carrying on 
the business of the concern on the communication to and at the 
Grand Portage as heretofore practised by the agents of the North- 
West Company. That the said partners shall assume and be stiled 

Agents of the North West Company and shall be aided and assisted 
in all occasions by the Wintering Partners whose duty it shall also 
be to attend in a particular manner to the Business of their respective 
Departments. 

ARTICLE 6 

That the account of each year’s outfit shall be regularly closed 
after the outfit is made by the said House of McTavish Frobisher 
and Co. and one set of accounts current shall be by them annually 
forwarded to the Grand Portage one set to Temiscamingue and 
to any other of the Departments when the Parties concerned cannot 

conveniently attend at the Grand Portage to be by the said Parties 
signed and interchanged and any of the said Parties having any 
objection to the said accounts shall be bound to deliver in the same 
in writing within ten days after such account shall have been 
presented to him otherwise the said accounts shall be taken and 
considered as approved of by every such Party as fully and sufh- 

ciently as if he had signed the same. 

ARTICLE 7 

That a meeting or meetings if necessary of the Partners as 
conveniently can attend shall be annually held in the month of 
June or July at the Grand Portage at which meeting the Partners 
who cannot attend may be represented by their attornies who 
shall be entitled to vote for them in order to deliberate and determine 
upon all such matters and things as to them shall seem fit and 
proper to be done and executed and performed in and about the 
trade and commerce aforesaid and the interests thereof, and the 

majority of the Partners present or represented at the said meeting 

are hereby authorized and empowered to settle and determine all 
differences and difficulties among the Partners and all matters 

8 
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respecting the said trade and commerce or which by reason of the 
views, speculations and interests of the said concern becoming 
more extended may at any time hereafter be found necessary to 
be regulated, also to make such other and further Rules and Regula- 
tions (not being contrary to any Article of this Agreement) for the 
better managing and carrying on the said trade and commerce in 
future as they shall see fit. That every share in the said Concern 

shall be entitled to a vote of which fifty two shall be required and 
considered as a legal majority at the said meeting for deciding and 
determining upon all matters submitted to their consideration, 
and in all cases where the above number of fifty-two votes cannot 
be obtained by reason of the absence of Partners of shares un- 

appropriated or otherwise, the legal majority shall in that case 
consist of the number of votes given and received that shall bear 
a proportion to all the appropriated shares at the time as fifty-two 
is to ninety-two. And it is hereby expressly convenanted stipulated 
and agreed that all and every the Rules, Regulations and decisions 
made and determined and resolved on by such majority in all the 
aforesaid cases shall be as effectual and binding upon all the Parties 
concerned, as well as those absent as those present at such meetings, 
as if herein specially expressed and provided for, and the said 
Parties and every one of them do hereby consent promise and 
agree to submit thereto and to execute and perform all things 
therein and thereby determined without opposition or delay. 

ARTICLE 8 

That the arrangements of all the Forts and Posts to be occupied 
by the said Concern with their establishment the wintering residence 
of the Partners of the Clerks and others and all matters incident 
thereto, shall be fixed, determined and appointed and generally 

directed and conducted by the majority of the Concern present 
at such arrangements. 

ARTICLE 9 

That the number of Wintering Partners to be allowed to go 

down to Montreal each year shall be regulated at the annual 
meeting of the Partners at the Grand Portage according to circum- 
stances and agreeable to a list establishing the order of rotation 
which shall be made out at the commencement of this Concern 
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by a majority of the Parties hereto or as they shall otherwise agree 
amongst themselves, provided that such number so to go to Mont- 
real do not exceed five in any case whatever.—And it is hereby 
expressly stipulated and agreed that in case the Partner or Partners 
so going to Montreal shall neglect or refuse to return the ensuing 
Spring to fulfill the duties allotted to him or them by the Partners 
conducting the Business at Montreal without offering some good 
and sufficient reason or excuse of the validity of which the said 
annual meeting shall judge the said annual meeting may and they 
are hereby authorized to determine whether such Partner or Partners 
ought to be deprived of all his or their right and interest in the 
said Concern or of any and what part thereof and for what length 
of time, or in such other manner to determine respecting the same 
as to the said annual meeting shall appear just and reasonable 
according to the circumstances of the case—and in every case when 
the said annual meeting shall think fit to order and determine that 
any such Partner or Partners by reason of his or their conduct 
in the premises ought to be deprived of all his or their share in the 

Concern the same shall be held and considered as forfeited and lost 
to every such Partner or Partners and shall case and determine 

from the close of the outfit sent into the Country at the time such 
Partner or Partners was or were so permitted to go down to Mont- 

real if not otherwise determined by the said annual meeting-—and 
the share or shares of every such Partner or Partners shall at from 
and after the period they shall have been declared to have become 
forfeited by the said meeting revert to and be vested in the said 
Concern who are hereby empowered and authorized to appropriate 

and dispose of all and every such share or shares rights and interests 
to such other Person or Persons as they shall think fit. 

ARTICLE 10 

And to the end that a frugal distribution of the property and 
effects of the said Concern may be observed, it is hereby expressly 
understood and agreed that all and every of the said Parties to 
these presents or the Persons under them or any of them who 
shall winter in the Indian Country shall deliver or send to the 

Grand Portage every year and oftener if convenient and requisite 
a true faithful and exact account and Inventory of all the goods, 
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provisions and other effects they or either of them may have 
remaining on hand as well as of the Peltries, debts due by the 
Indians and canoemen they or either of them may have left in 
the country with just and true accounts of the expedition of 
goods committed to their respective charge and direction, it 
being the intention that neither of the Parties who winter in the 
Indian Country or who come from Montreal to the Grand 
Portage on the business of the concern shall be allowed while 
there out of the common stock more than their personal neces- 
saries but that whatever shall be expended by them or either of 
them exceeding this limitation shall be placed to the account of 
him or them making such expenditures. 

ARTICLE 11 

AND WHEREAS from the remote situation of many of the 
said Parties in the Indian Country their distance from each other 
and the possibility of any or either of them conducting himself 
or themselves in such a manner as render himself or themselves 
unworthy by their improper conduct of continuing a Partner in 
the said concern, it is therefore expressly agreed on and is the 
will and intention of the said Parties to these Presents that when 
such misconduct or neglect shall be prov’d to the satisfaction of 
the majority of the annual meeting of the concern herein before 
established every such Party or Parties so misconducting or 
misbehaving himself or themselves shall and may upon the 
determination of the said annual meeting in every such case be 
expelled from the said Concern and his or their share and 
interest therein shall thereupon cease and determine and shall 

revert to and be vested in the said Concern who are hereby author- 
ized to appropriate and dispose of every such share as their own 
property in such manner as they shall see fit reserving however 
to the said annual meeting the right and power to determine 
otherwise as to the share and interest aforesaid of every such 
Party so misconducting or misbehaving himself as circumstances 
may require. 

ARTICLE 12 

The present agreement being intended for the purpose of carry- 
ing a trade and commetce in and to all and every part and parts 
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of the Interior Country or where else it may be thought fit for 
the benefit of all the Parties concerned, and whereas some or 
all of the said Parties now is or are or hereafter may be con- 

cerned or interested in some other trade or business, It is there- 
fore hereby expressly stipulated covenanted and agreed by and 
between the said Parties to these Presents that they shall not nor 
shall any or either of them become bound or responsible the one 
for the other nor shall the act or undertaking of any one or more 
of them bind or oblige the others nor shall any of the said Parties 
not being the Agents and legal Attornies of the said Concern 
have any power or authority to make or execute any agreement 
contract any debt or debts for, on account or in the name of the 
said Concern or any of the Partners thereof without a special 
power to that purpose first had and obtained. 

ARTICLE 13 

It being incompatible with the nature of this agreement and 
the trade to be carried on under it that all or any of the said Parties 
to these presents should engage in or undertake any trade Business 
or Concern to the detriment of the interest of the present Com- 
pany and Copartnership or that can or may in any manner injure, 
hurt or interfere with the trade views or speculations thereof, 
It is therefore mutually covenanted and agreed by and between 
the said Parties to these presents that they shall not nor shall 
any or either or them during the period of the present Concern 
either jointly or individually enter into or engage in any trade 
Business or Commerce carried on or to be carried on in or to any 

part of the said Indian Country commonly called the North- 
West or its Dependencies or into any other posts places, or situa- 
tions where the said Concern at the time of the commencement 
of this agreement or at any time during the continuance thereof 
shall or may carry on any trade or commerce, nor shall any of 
the said Parties directly or indirectly counsel advise assist or 
be concerned or interested in any trade business or commerce 
carried or to be carried on by other person or persons in the 
said Indian Country or at the said posts or places or their depen- 
dencies aforesaid, under the Penalty of Five THOUSAND POUNDS 
for each ninety second share held by the party failed or contravening 
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this special clause and agreement, to be paid by him to the other 
Partners of the said Concern who shall or may conform hereto. 
And it is further stipulated and agreed by these presents that if 
any of the said Parties hereto or any other Person or Persons to 
be hereafter a Partner or Partners in this Concern shall at any 
time retire from or sell and dispose of his or their share and 
interest in the said Concern or forfeit or be deprived of his or 
their share therein under any of the articles of this agreement, 
every such party Person or Persons shall nevertheless be equally 
held and bound to the oberservance of this article and in case of 
contradiction thereto equally liable to the penalty of Five thousand 
pounds as if he or they had continued a partner or partners. 

ARTICLE 14 

AND WHEREAS it is intended and necessary that the consent 

of the Parties concerned should be had and taken in all matters 
touching the arrangements to be made with Partners withdraw- 
ing from the said Concern or assigning their interest therein as 
also for the admitting and receiving fit and proper persons as 
Partners in the said Concern instituting or defending suits settling 
and composing differences making and entering into agreements 

signing all necessary acts and deeds and doing other necessary 
matters and things touching and regarding the said Concern 

and the interest thereof in all cases when all or any of the matters 
aforesaid shall not have been regulated and determined at any 
of the meetings of the said Concern held at the Grand Portage 
as hereinbefore established and also for carrying into effect when 
necessary the Resolutions passed and adopted at such meetings: 
IT IS THEREFORE hereby stipulated and agreed that the 
said Simon McTavish John Gregory Wm. McGillivray Duncan 
McGillivray William Hallowell and Roderic McKenzie be and 
they or any two of them are hereby named constituted and ap- 
pointed the Attornies of the said Concern for all the above pur- 
poses for and during the period of its continuance or until expressly 
revoked by the aforesaid annual meeting at the Grand Portage 
as hereinafter mentioned and not otherwise.—And it is further 
stipulated and agreed that a Power of Attorney from the said 
Parties to these Presents and from all and every other Person or 
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Persons who shall or may at any time hereafter be admitted a 
Partner or Partners in the said Concern be made and executed in 
due form of law to the said Simon McTavish John Gregory William 
McGillivray Duncan McGillivray William Hallowell and Roderic 
McKenzie as Attornies as aforesaid, giving to them or any two 
of them as aforesaid full power for all the above purposes and for 
doing and performing all such other matters and things which to 
them or any two of them as aforesaid shall appear for the benefit 
and advantage of the Parties concerned and when a more special 
power from the said Parties to that effect might be requisite 
and necessary.—And whenever it shall become necessary to 
appoint other Attornies in the room and stead of all or any of 
those hereinbefore named either by reason of their decease their 
retiring from the Concern or otherwise, it is stipulated and agreed 
that the Partners in the same House of McTavish Frobisher and Co. 
being Partners in this Concern shall always have the preference— 
It is however hereby understood and agreed that in case the said 
McTavish Frobisher and Co shall at any time make an improper 
use of the powers hereby conferred on them as Attornies as afore- 
said it shall be in the power of the said annual meeting at the 
Grand Portage by a majority of voices to alter or change the same 
or substitute other powers in their stead according to circum- 
stances and as in the opinion of such annual meeting shall seem 
most advantageous for the benefit of the Concern. 

ARTICLE 15 

AND WHEREAS it may happen that before the time limited 
for the expiration of the present Concern some of the Partners may 
die or retire therefrom or others be admitted as Partners therein, 

Ir 18 THEREFORE hereby expressly stipulated and agreed that 
such change or alteration in the persons of the Partners shall in 
nowise dissolve alter or change the present Partnership and 
Concern which shall nevertheless continue and be carried on as 
the same Partnership and Concern under the Rules and Regula- 
tions contained in this agreement until the expiration thereof at 
the time hereinbefore limited. 

ARTICLE 16 

AND WHEREAS great difficulties might arise by continuing 
and extending the share and interest of a deceased Partner in the 
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Concern and all the rights and privileges he holds under it to 
his heirs or legal representatives on account of their not being 
Parties to his agreement, their distant places of Residence and 
consequent inconvenience that might arise in their being repre- 
sented at the meetings of the Concern, to avoid all which delays 
and difficulties. Ir 1s HEREBY stipulated and agreed that upon 
the death of any of the Partners in the said Concern his share 
and interest therein shall cease and determine and the same shall 
from after his decease revert to and become the property of the 
Concern to be by them used and disposed of as they shall see 
fit; but in order that such heirs or legal representatives may enjoy 
in some measure the Benefits of the care industry and exertions 
of such deceased Partner in the said Concern, It is hereby stipu- 
lated that the heirs or legal representatives of such deceased 
Partner shall, for and during the space of seven years from and 
after his decease if the concern do not sooner determine, be entitled 
to demand have and receive of and from the Concern (to be ac- 
counted for and paid to such heirs and legal representatives by 
the said McTavish Frobisher & Co., as acting for the said Concern) 
an equivalent to one half of the share and interest such deceased 
Partner held in the Concern, being the same right which a retired 

Partner is entitled to claim and receive as hereinafter is mentioned. 
And the heirs and representatives of such deceased Partner, by 
taking and receiving such equivalent, shall be severally held and 
bound to the observance of all every the articles of this agreement 
respecting the doing assisting or being concerned in any matter 
or thing which may tend to the damage loss or injury of the Con- 
cern, and in case of contravention thereto he shall be deprived 
of all further benefit and interest to him or them out of the said 
Concern. 

ARTICLE 17 

Whenever any of the Parties to the Presents or others who 
may hereafter be admitted Partners in the present Concern may 
be desirous of retiring from the business of the Concern they 
shall and are hereby permitted to do so in the following manner 
and upon the following terms and conditions that is to say:— 
That the Partner now holding four ninety second shares under 

the present agreement shall and he is hereby permitted to retire 
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from taking an active part in the Concern whenever he shall 
think fit and is hereby allowed to have and receive from the said 
Concern an equivalent of two of the said shares for and during 
the space of seven years from and after his so retiring if the present 
Concern shall so long continue and without any duty being attached 
to the interest he shall so receive. That the Partners who held 
one forty sixth share under the aforesaid agreement of the thirtieth 
day of October one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five and 
who now hold two ninety second shares under the present agree- 
ment shall and they are hereby permitted, two each year in rota- 
tion as their names stand in the agreement, to retire from taking an 

active part in the Concern upon giving one year’s notice of such 
intention and shall have and receive from the said Concern an 
equivalent to one of the said shares for and during the space of 
seven years from and after so retiring if the present Concern 

shall so long continue but without being liable to any of the duties 
thereof, That Persons admitted as Partners under an assignment 
made to them of any of the aforesaid vacant fourteen shares or 
others who may hereafter be admitted as Partners in consequence 
of some of the existing Partners in the Concern having retired 
therefrom, or shares therein having become vacant, shall and 

they are hereby permitted to retire from the Concern two each 
year in rotation as they shall have been admitted into the same 
after having wintered three years in the Interior Country as 
Partners and upon their giving one year’s notice as aforesaid of 

their intention to retire, and not otherwise. That all Partners 
shall be permitted in manner as above stated without holding or 
retaining any share or interest as aforesaid in the Concern from 
and after the period of their retiring whenever they shall think 
fit. That upon any Partners retiring from the Concern his pro- 
portion of all the goods in the Indian Country shall be accounted 
for to him by the said Concern agreeable to the following method 
which has been hitherto followed and observed in similar cases 
by the Persons heretofore concerned in the aforesaid trade and 
commerce, that is to say: The goods at the Grand Portage shall 
be accounted for at the rate of twenty-five per cent on the Montreal 
costs and advances, those at every other post in the North-West, 
except English River and parts beyond, at the rate of fifty-seven 
per cent on the cost and advances of the Grand Portage, those 
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of the English River and Posts beyond it at the rate of ninety per 
cent on the cost and advances of the Grand Portage; And as the 
present concern have in view to extend their posts to other and 
more distant parts of the North-West, towards the Rocky Moun- 
tains and beyond them, the charge on goods at all such Posts shall 
be regulated according to the expense of sending them thither 
when known. It is however understood and agreed that whenever 

it shall be found from experience that the expense of carrying 
goods to the Grand Portage or into the Indian Country or Interior 
Country shall increase or diminish, a new tarif shall be made out 
accordingly it being the intention that young men succeeding to 
shares shall pay no more for such goods than their true cost. 
That all debts due by Guides, Men or Interpreters shall be ac- 
counted for at one third of their amount, the debts of the Clerks 

at their full value and it is expressly consented and agreed as a 
rule to be followed that all the forts and buildings at Grand Portage 
and in the Interior Country vessels boats cattle and alli other 
property of and belonging to the said Concern upon the communi- 
cation shall be accounted for conformable to the prices of value 
affixed to the same by the majority of the Concern the preceding 
year in the inventories made thereof; For all which said property 

or proportion of such retiring Partner therein the said Concern 

shall not be bound to account until one year after the account 
thereof shall be closed. That every Partner so retiring from the 
Concern is hereby considered to be subject to the same observ- 
ance of and compliance with all the matters rules and regulations 
herein contained touching and concerning the said trade and 
commerce and in case of contravention thereto equally liable to 
the Penalties herein expressed as if he still continued an active 
Partner. That every Partner retiring from the Concern, except 
those who shall by misconduct or otherwise forfeit their shares 
and interest therein which thereupon revert to and become the 
property of the Concern as herein before mentioned, shall release 
assign and make over to the remaining Partners in the Concern 
or their Attornies herein before named for the benefit and behoof 
of the whole or to such person or persons as shall with the consent 
of the said Concern have been agreed to be admitted a Partner or 
Partners therein in the room or place such retiring Partner then 
holds or may be entitled to hold in the said Concern reserving to 
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him the right to demand and receive of and from the said Concern 

for and during the space of seven years from and after the time 
of his so retiring if the Concern shall so long continue and be 
accounted for and paid to him by the said McTavish Frobisher 
and Company an equivalent to one half of the net produce if the 
shares and interest be held in the said Concern at the time of his 
retiring therefrom. And in case any partner should be desirous 
to sell and dispose of the interest he shall be entitled to have and 
receive from the said Concern after he shall have retired therefrom 
as aforesaid, he shall be permitted so to do provided such sale 
may be made to any of the Partners in the Concern who upon 
giving notice of their purchase shall be considered as vested in 
all the rights and interests and shall be permitted to have and 
enjoy the same in the same manner as such retired Partners could 
or might have done. 

ARTICLE 18 

That every Person hereafter to be admitted a Partner in this 
Concern shall be accepted and approved of by the other Partners 
or their Attornies named and appointed under this agreement and 
the said Partners or their said Attornies (or a Retiring Partner 
when it shall have been so agreed) shall thereupon by an Act in 
due form transfer assign and make over to every such person so 
to be admitted a Partner all such share and shares with the rights 
profits and advantages arising or to arise therefrom as it may 
have been agreed, such Persons shall have hold and enjoy in the 

said Concern, in and by which act every such Person shall bind 
and oblige himself to the performance and observance of all every 

the matter and things mentioned and contained in this agreement 
under the penalties therein expressed as full and effectually to 
all intents and purposes as if such Person had been a Party to 

these presents and signed the same. 

ARTICLE 19 

That all engagements and undertakings made and entered into 
by the Partners of the former North-West Company trading 

together under the aforesaid agreement of the thirtieth day of 
October one thousand seven hundred and ninety five touching 
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the aforesaid trade and commerce shall be assumed allowed and 

confirmed by the present Concern and by them be carried into 
force effect as if made and entered into by the Parties to these 
Presents. 

ARTICLE 20 

[Omitted.] 

ARTICLE 21 

That whenever the Grand Portage is mentioned in this agree- 
ment it is understood to mean that Place of Rendez-vous for con- 
ducting and managing the general Business of the Concern in 

Summer, but should the Parties concerned determine and agree 
among themselves to remove and change such place of Rendez-vous 
from the Grand Portage to any other Place on Lake Superior 
more convenient for the purposes aforesaid the name of such shall 
be taken and considered as applying in the same manner to all 
the purposes of this agreement and being synonimous to the Grand 
Portage. 

ARTICLE 22 

And lastly it is stipulated and agreed that the present agree- 
ment shall be deposited with and remain in the hands of the 
Attornies of the said Concern hereby named and appointed and 
that every person having an interest therein shall be entitled to 
have free access thereto and communication thereof at all times 
when required. 

IN WITNESS whereof the said Parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their respective hands and seals at the Grand Portage 
aforesaid this fifth day of July in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and two. 

Signed, 

Smwon McTavisn, (L. S.) Ws. HatitoweE tt, (L. S.) 
Jno. Grecory, “ Won. McKay, “« 
Ws. McGILtivray, Joun McDonatp, 

Dun’n McGituivray, Arcu’p McLeop, 
Joun Saver, Avex. MacDovuca.t, 

Jas. McKenzie, Auex. McKay, “ 

cf3 “ee 

“ 
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Sim’n FRASER, Joun McGILtivray, 
Cuas. CHABOILLEZ, “ R’> McKenzie, “ 
Dan. McTavisn, James HucueEs, 
PETER GRANT, Eneas CAMERON, 
Dun. CAMERON, “ Dan. McKenzie, “ 
H. McGitus, “ Ano. Suaw, 
Avex. Henry, Joun Finray, 
Avex. Fraser, Joun McDone.t. 

Signed sealed and delivered, no 
stamp being used nor by law requir- 
ed, by the within named Parties in 
Presence of us. 

(Signed,) J. C. Sruart, 
“ Joun K. WE LEs, 

15: AGREEMENT AMONG THE PARTNERS OF THE XY Company, 
DATED Ocroser 24, 1803. 

[Notarial Records, Old Court House, Montreal.) 

24th October 1803 

Articves of Agreement and Copartnership between Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, William Parker, Samuel Gerrard, John Ogilvy, Thomas 
Yeoward, George Gillespie, John Gillespie and John Mure. 

Before the subscribing Public Notaries for the province of 
Lower Canada, residing in the City of Montreal in the said pro- 
vince. Personally appeared and were present Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie Knight of said Montreal merchant of the first part; 
William Parker, Samuel Gerrard, John Ogilvy, Thomas Yeoward 
and George Gillespie, all of the same place, merchants of the second 
part; John Gillespie of the City of London, merchant, by the said 
George Gillespie his attorney by procuration of the third part; 
and John Mure of the City of Quebec in the said province, merchant 

by the said John Ogilvy his attorney by procuration of the fourth 
part; which said parties declared unto us the said Notaries, to have 
mutually agreed in manner and form, and for the purposes herein- 
after contained as follows that is to say, The said parties for the 
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assurance, trust and confidence which each of them hath and doth 

repose in the other have concluded and agreed to become copartners 
and joint-traders together, in the trade and business of merchants, 
as well in North America as in the United Kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and in such other places where the said parties 
shall think fit to trade and merchandize for their benefit, advantage 
and profit; the said copartnership to commence in London on the 
tenth day of March now next ensuing, and in Quebec and Montreal 
on the first Day of May now next ensuing, and to continue for the 

space and term of three years to be computed from those periods 
upon the terms and conditions, and in the proportions and manner 
following, that is to say, the trade or business so carrying on by 
the said parties or any of them at Montreal during the said term, 
shall be carried on under the present existing firm of Parker Gerrard 
Ogilvy and Company for the joint account and interest of all the 
parties hereto, and the trade or business to be carried on in London, 
or any part of the United Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, 

shall be carried on for the joint account and interest of all the 
parties hereto, under the firm of Sir Alexander Mackenzie Gillespie 
Parker and Company; the trade or business also to be carried on 
at Quebec, shall be carried on under the name of John Mure, and 
the trade or business to be carried on at Michilimakinac, shall 
be carried on under the name of George Gillespie, both for the 
joint account and interest of the parties hereto. 

First.—It is agreed that all the trade and business that shall be 

carried on by the said parties, from and after the periods herein 
above limited for the commencement of this joint concern, shall 
be divided into eight equal parts or shares, and the said Sir Alex- 
ander Mackenzie, William Parker, Samuel Gerrard, John Ogilvy, 

Thomas Yeoward, George Gillespie, John Gillespie and John Mure, 
shal] each have receive and be entitled to one equal and full 
eighth part or share of all the gains and profits arising from all 
the said joint trade or business so intended to be carried on in 
Montreal, Quebec, Michilimakinac and the United Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland as aforesaid; and each of them shall in 

like manner bear, pay and defray one equal eighth part or share 
of all the losses that may happen during the term of their said 
joint trade or business, as well as one eighth part or share of all 
charges and expences that shall or may arise or be incurred on 
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account of the said trade or business during the said term: and for 
the better promoting the interest and advantage of the said joint 
concern the said John Gillespie shall reside in Great Britain during 
the term of the said trade or business there with the advice and 
assistance of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, William Parker or any 
other of the parties present to manage do and transact all matters 
and affairs relative to the business of the said copartnership, the 
said William Parker shall also reside in England or be at liberty 
to go where the business of the said copartnership may require 
and Samuel Gerrard, John Ogilvy and Thomas Yeoward in like 
manner and for the same purposes, do oblige themselves to reside 

in Montreal, and John Mure also doth oblige himself to do and 

transact all the business of the said copartnership at Quebec, and 
George Gillespie doth oblige himself to go to Michilimakinac 

annually, to transact and manage the business to be carried on 

there and in Upper Canada, for the benefit and on behalf of the 
said copartnership. 

Second.—It is hereby agreed for the end and purpose of carrying 
on the said joint trade and business, that the said Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie shall on his part put in a certain stock agreed upon 
by and between the parties hereto, on which capital so to be. 
supplied and brought in by him, he shall receive interest at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, and whereas the said John Gillespie, 
William Parker, Samuel Gerrard, John Ogilvy, John Mure, George 
Gillespie and Thomas Yeoward, have for some time past carried 

on trade for their joint account in England, Quebec, Montreal, 

Michilimakinac and Upper Canada by reason whereof they have 

a certain stock of goods on hand as also sundry outstanding debts 
and sums of money due them in those places; now the parties 

hereto do hereby agree to take for their joint account such goods 
so remaining on hand at the commencement of the present co- 

partnership at the rate of sixteen per cent. advance on the sterling 
cost, and such articles as do not come under that Description, as 
liquors &c. shall be taken at a reasonable and moderate valuation: 
and it is further agreed that the said outstanding debts and sums 
of money shall be brought into this joint concern, and to be by 
them assumed on deducting therefrom ten thousand pounds 
currency, as an indemnity for the loss that may accrue by dubious 

and bad debts: and the amount of the said goods, and the balances 
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due the said Parker Gerrard Ogilvy and Company on the said 
outstanding debts, after making the deduction aforesaid, and dis- 
charging the debts due by them shall be applied to the credit of 
the accounts of the said John Gillespie, William Parker, Samuel 
Gerrard, John Ogilvy, John Mure, George Gillespie and Thomas 

Yeoward in the proportions that may be respectively due them 
bearing interest at six per cent. per annum from the first of May 
next. 

Third.—It is hereby covenanted and agreed, that Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, John Ogilvy and John Mure, now and heretofore 
carrying on a joint concern to the Indian Country commonly 
called the North West with other persons not parties hereto, shall 
and are hereby allowed to continue in such joint trade or concern, 
and the same to carry on in such manner as to them may appear 
proper for their seperate benefit and interest, or as a majority of 
the parties, trading to the said North West Country may agree, 
they voting against any proposal prejudicial to this copartnership; 
and they shall not by any act or deed of either of them do or 

transact any matter or things whereby the joint effects engage- 
ments or trade of this copartnership shall be in any manner pre- 
judiced or disposed of and it is also understood that Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie and John Ogilvy are at liberty to go wherever their 
North West concerns may call them, any thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding: and it is hereby expressly agreed 
that the parties hereto except as above mentioned are not to be 
concerned as partners in the trade to the said Indian Country, 

nor are they to receive any profit, or be subject to any losses that 

have arisen or may arise therefrom: and in consideration of the 
said joint and seperate trade to be carried on by the said Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie, John Ogilvy and John Mure, it is further 

agreed that they shall allow to this copartnership each and every 
of them, a sum equal to one twenty fourth share of the net profits 
of this concern on the expiration thereof which said sum shall be 
carried to the debit of their respective accounts, and to the credit 
of the stock of this copartnership, to be afterwards divided amongst 
the parties hereto, in eighths or equal shares. 

Fourth.—It is hereby covenanted and agreed by and between 
the parties hereto that neither of them shall be concerned in any 
trade of business separate from the within mentioned partnership 
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upon any pretence whatever during the term thereof save and 
except as above admitted by this agreement. 

Fifth.—It is also agreed that neither of the said parties shall 
during this copartnership without the consent of the others first 
had and obtained enter into any deed, bond or judgment, or other- 
wise become bound or charged as bail or surety, or give any promi- 
sory or other notes, or accept any bill or bills of exchange for him- 
self and partners without their knowledge or consent, for any 
person or persons whomsoever, by means whereof either in America 
or Europe the said joint stock or trade or the monies goods merchan- 
dize debts profits or effects which shall be in due or belonging to 
the said copartnership, shall or may be prejudiced, attached, seised 
or taken in execution, but such transactions bills and notes are 

hereby excepted as are given by the parties above nominated to 
reside and transact the business of this concern in England, with 
a view to the interest of the general concern: and it is further 
covenanted and agreed upon that, if any of the parties hereto 
doth in any manner bind himself and partners contrary to the 
true and full intent and meaning of this article, such party shall 
and hereby obliges himself to quit and resign his interest and share 
of and in this concern if so required by the majority of the parties 
hereto, on their consenting to pay him in four annual payments 
his capital and a fair and just proportion of the net profits that 
had previous to such infringement of this article arisen out of the 
joint trade of this concern, the first of which payments shall 
become due and payable on the day of his exclusion. 

Sixth.—All expences such as the rent of stores and counting 
houses, clerks salaries, and all expences of travelling by land and 
by sea on the business of the said joint concern as also all other 
reasonable charges and expences attending or incident to the said 
business, shall be borne paid sustained and made good by the said 
parties in the proportions aforesaid, and an extra allowance shall 
be made to John Ogilvy, Thomas Yeoward and George Gillespie 
of three hundred pounds currency per annum, and to John Mure 
of one hundred and fifty pounds per annum for extra house keeping 
expences occasioned by the business of this concern, and such 
reasonable and moderate extra expences as may be incurred by 
house keeping in London on account of this concern, shall also 
be borne by the parties hereto in the proportions aforesaid. 

9 
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Seventh.—And it is hereby agreed by and between the parties 
hereto that it shall and may be lawful to and for each of them to 
take out of the said joint stock a reasonable sum for their private 
and particular expenses, and for no other purpose whatsoever, which 
said sum shall be charged to each of their private accounts with 
the partnership, and shall not exceed the annual interest of their 
respective capitals. 

Eighth.—And it is hereby covenanted and agreed by and 
between the said parties, that John Gillespie and William Parker 
in London, Samuel Gerrard and Thomas Yeoward in Montreal, 

John Mure at Quebec and George Gillespie at Michilimakinac, 
shall and will provide and keep, or cause to be provided and kept, 
such and so many books as shall be necessary, wherein they shall 
fairly write and enter, or cause to be written and entered, the just 

and true particulars of all monies received and paid and of all 
goods, wares merchandize or commodities that shall be consigned, 
accepted, imported, exported, bought, sold and received in or 

delivered out, and of all debts contracted, and of all other matters, 

affairs or things, any ways relative or necessary, or conducing to 

the manifesting the true affairs, state and condition of the said 
joint trade or business of this copartnership: and that the same 
books, together with all papers and writings touching the said 
joint trade of this copartnership, shall as well during its term as 
afterwards, remain open and extant, and be kept in some con- 

venient part of the counting house or place of trade where each 
of the said parties may have free access thereto, without any 
hindrance of the other of them, his executors or administrators, 

and the books of account of the said joint trade, so intended to 
be carried on shall be finally balanced in London on the tenth Day 

of March, and in Montreal on the first day of May of each and 
every year, and faithful copies of the balance sheets shall be signed 
and exchanged between the said parties, by the first safe and 
prudent conveyance that shall offer next thereafter: the private 
accounts also of the parties residing in England with the house in 
Montreal shall be transmitted them annually. 

Ninth.—It is agreed that all transactions, bargains, purchases 
sales or other matters, relative to the trade of the said joint con- 
cern when one or more of the parties does not approve thereof 
shall be decided by the majority of the votes of the parties present. 
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Tenth.—It is hereby covenanted and agreed that if any one of 
the parties hereto wishes to retire from this concern at the expira- 
tion of the term limited for its duration, such person so retiring 
shall and doth hereby oblige himself to leave at interest his capital, 

and the profits that may become due and payable to him out of 
the joint trade of this copartnership, in the hands of the parties 

who may agree to continue and carry on the said trade provided 
they constitute a majority of the parties hereto; and his said 
capital and share of profits, with legal interest, when ascertained, 
shall be paid to him, his executors or administrators, by the said 
parties so continuing in copartnership, in five equal payments, 
the first of which shall not become due and payable until six 
months after the term of three years limited for the duration of 

this copartnership, and the remainder in four successive annual 
and equal payments. 

Eleventh.—And it is also agreed that if a majority of the parties 
to this Act shall at the expiration of this concern see fit and ad- 
visable to continue the trade thereof, and for good and sufficient 
reasons require the parties constituting a minority to retire there- 

from, the said minority, or such part of them so required to retire, 
shall quit the copartnership, on condition that the majority do 
truly and justly pay him or them, his or their capital and the share 

of profits, he or they may be entitled to from this concern, in three 
annual payments, the first of which payments shall commence on 

the day of his or their exclusion therefrom; it is however understood 
by and between the parties hereto that the said Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie shall in such case be paid the capital he puts into this 

concern, three months after the expiration thereof, and his share 
of profits in the manner and at such periods, as the other parties 
hereto may be entitled to have and receive their respective profits, 
and the said partnership stock of goods when any one or more of 
the parties hereto, retires from this copartnership conformable to 
this and the preceding article of this agreement, shall be valued at 

twenty per cent. advance on the sterling cost if in time of war, 

and at fifteen per cent. advance on the sterling cost if in time of 
peace, and such other articles as do not come under the above 
description shall be valued at a fair and moderate rate, and the 

outstanding debts of this copartnership on one or more of the 

parties retiring therefrom conformable to this and the tenth article 
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—shall be estimated immediately on their retiring as aforesaid 
at such value as the majority of the parties hereto may agree, with 
right of reference to arbitrators to be chosen in manner as herein 

mentioned if not satisfactory to the retiring party or parties; and 
the same shall be the mode of estimation of the goods, effects and 
outstanding debts in case of the death of any of the parties hereto 
during the period of this concern. 

Twelfth.—It is also agreed that if the parties hereto find it 
necessary and convenient to purchase a house and stores, for the 
purpose of carrying on the joint trade and business of this concern 
the majority of the parties continuing and agreeing to continue 
it for their joint account, after the term limited for its duration, 
shall and are hereby bound and permitted to assume the same at 
the cost and charges thereon, as may appear by the books of 
account of the said copartnership. 

Thirteenth.—In case of the death of either of the said parties 
during the said term of three years, no benefit of survivorship 
shall be had or taken by the surviving partners, but the said joint 
trade or business shall be carried on by the surviving partners for 
the benefit of themselves or the executors or administrators of the 
deceased partner or partners, on under and subject to the same 
terms and conditions as are herein expressed and contained, until 
the next general balancing day, when the interest of the executors 
or administrators of such partner or partners in the said joint 
trade or business shall cease as to a share of profits or risk of losses 
on any new transaction that may take place in the course of the 
said business after such last mentioned general balancing day, 
but the share or interest of such deceased partner or partners, 
being clearly, fairly and equitably ascertained, as to his or their 

proportion of the stock of monies and goods on hand, as of the 
outstanding debts due to the said joint concern, the same part, 
share and interest of such deceased partner or partners, shall be 
permitted and suffered to remain in the hands of surviving 
partners upon interest at and after the rate of six per cent. per 
annum payable half yearly, until the end and expiration of the 
said partnership term of three years, after which the same shall 
be paid off and discharged by the said surviving partners in five 
equal and successive annual payments, the first of which shall 

take place twelve months after the expiration of this copartnership, 
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and at the end of this concern, true, faithful, correct and just 
accounts shall be taken of all the remaining partnership estate 
and effects of every kind and description as well in America as in 
Europe, and such accounts shall with all possible speed be signed 
by all the surviving partners and transmitted without delay by 
the first safe conveyance, by the either to the other, so that the 
whole and final state of the said partnership or joint trade may 
then be distinctly known; and they the surviving partners shall 
use their best and utmost endeavors to sell, collect, receive, get 
in and realize the same, so that the whole remaining partnership 
concerns, may as soon as possible be wound up and closed after 
the expiration of the said partnership; and such partnership estate 
property and effects, shall when and as the same shall from time 
to time be sold, collected, got in and realized, be divided between 

and among the said parties to these presents, their respective 
executors, administrators or assigns in the shares and proportions 
hereinbefore mentioned, in such fair and equitable way as may 
then be agreed upon by and between the parties hereto; and they 
the said parties do hereby covenant and agree for themselves, their 

respective executors and administrators, to join in any power or 
authority whatsoever that may be requisite to enable each other 
to recover the part or share of the outstanding debts due to the 
said partnership that may be allotted to them respectively upon 
such division as aforesaid, to and for the use of the party to whom 
the same may have been allotted: and in case any disputes or 
differences shall arise between the said parties, their respective 
executors or administrators touching or concerning the said joint 
trade or business, or any of the accounts, transactions or dealings 
relative thereto, or the construction of these presents, or any 

covenant, clause or matter herein contained, the same shall be 

finally determined, settled and adjusted by the award and deter- 

mination of three disinterested persons, merchants, to be chosen 

in manner hereafter mentioned or of the majority of them, so as 

such award or determination shall be made and delivered in 

writing under the hands and seals of the said arbitrators or the 

majority of them to the parties in difference their executors or 

administrators, or such of them as shall desire the same, within 

six calendar months next after the date of the bond of reference, 

and shall be made a rule of Court of King’s Bench for this district: 
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and it is hereby agreed such arbitrators shall be nominated and 
chosen in manner following, that is to say, one of them shall be 

chosen by each of the parties in difference, their executors or 
administrators respectively, and the other one by the two arbi- 
trators that shall be first nominated. 

And lastly for the due and true performance of all and singular 
the covenants, clauses and agreements herein contained, the said 

parties to these presents bind themselves their respective heirs, 
executors and administrators, the either to the other in the penal 
sum of ten thousand pounds current money of this province, 
formly by these presents. For thus &c—notwithstanding &c. 
promising &c. Obliging &c. Renouncing &c. 

Done and passed at Montreal aforesaid, the twenty fourth Day 
of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
three, in the forenoon, and signed by the said parties with us the 
said notaries on the original minute to remain of record in the 
Office of Jonathan Abraham Gray one of the said subscribing 
notaries, after having been Duly read according to Law:—the 
words expunged &c. one marginal note approved.— 

ALEX. MACKENZIE 
Won. Parker 

SAML. GERRARD 
Joun Ositvy 
Tuomas YEOWARD 

GEORGE GILLESPIE 
GeorGE GILLESPIE attorney by 

procuration of Joun GILLESPIE 
Joun Ocitvy attor’. by procur- 

ation of Joun Mure 

Tuos. BARRON J. A. Gray not: pub: 
N. P. 

16: Last Witt anp TEesTaMENT OF Simon McTavisu, DATED 

Jury 2, 1804. 
[Somerset House, London.| 

I, Simon McTavish, now of the city of Montreal in the province 
of Lower Canada, Esqr., do make and declare this to be my last 
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will and testament. I desire and request that all my just debts 
may be paid and fully satisfied, after which I hereby devise, be- 
queath, and dispose of all and singular my estate, property, and 
effects, in manner following,—that is to say, whereas in and by 
my marriage contract with my wife Margaret McTavish, bearing 
date at Montreal aforesaid, the first day of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-three, it is stipulated and agreed that 
after my death she shall receive, have, hold and enjoy during her 

natural life an annual rent or annuity out of my estate of three 
hundred pounds current money of this province, now my will is 
that over and above the said sum of three hundred pounds my 
said wife shall after my decease as aforesaid have and receive out 

of my said estate an additional sum of nine hundred pounds per 
annum during her natural life, making to her in all an annual 
rent or annuity of twelve hundred pounds current money aforesaid, 
and my executors hereinafter named are requested and charged 

to secure to my said wife out of the first assets that shall come to 
their hands out of my said property and estate a sufficient sum of 

money to be by them employed either in the purchase of real 
property or in some other sufficient manner, so as to raise and 
secure to my said wife the aforesaid sum or annuity of Twelve 
hundred pounds. I likewise give and bequeath to my said wife 
the free use and occupation of my present dwelling house in the 
city of Montreal, with its appurtenances, free of all charge and 
incumbrance during her lifetime; and after her decease the same 

shall revert and belong to my residuary legatees. I further give 
to my said wife all my household furniture and plate, one pair of 
horses, a four-wheeled carriage and a calash, also all the trinkets, 
cloathes, and wearing apparel I possess in this province. 

It is my will and desire that until my children are of an age 

to be removed to England for their education, they shall remain 
under the care and management of my said wife, to whom a further 
allowance of fifty pounds per annum shall be made for the board 
of each of the said children, and as to whatever other necessaries 

may be requisite for the said children or either of them, the same 
shall be furnished and supplied out of their respective fortunes and 
legacies, I hereinafter bequeath to them, and each of them, that 
the majority of my executors in this country shall determine. When 
any of my said children is of a proper age to be removed to England 
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for their education, with which determination my said wife must 
acquiesce, to each of my two daughters Mary and Anne I give and 

bequeath the sum of Ten thousand pounds sterling money of Great 
Britain to be by my said executors vested in the British Funds 
or some other Good Security, as soon as my property and estate 
can be realized and withdrawn from the trade and commerce in 
which I am now concerned in this country, that the interest arising 

from the two last mentioned legacies so vested and secured as afore- 

said shall accumulate for the benefit and behoof of my said two 
daughters respectively, except such part thereof as shall be neces- 
sary for their maintenance and education as aforesaid, which said 
interest, with the aforesaid principal sums of Ten thousand pounds 
shall be paid to each of my said daughters on the day of their 
marriage, provided such marriage be made with the consent of 

the majority of my said executors, or when they shal! have respec- 
tively attained the age of majority, whichever shall first happen 

and in case of the death of any one of my said daughters before 
she shall be so married or shall have attained the age of majority, 
the legacy hereby given and bequeathed to her shall revert and 
be paid to the survivors. 

To my son Simon IJ give and bequeath the sum of Twenty 
thousand pounds sterling money to be secured and paid to him in the 
same manner as the two last before mentioned legacies are directed 
to be paid and secured to my two said daughters, and in case of 
the decease of the said Simon before he attains the age of majority 

or without lawful issue, then the legacy hereby made to him shall 
revert and be paid to my residuary legatees hereinafter named, and 

should my said wife hereafter bear any child or children to me, I 
give and bequeath to every such child or children the sum of Ten 
thousand pounds like sterling money to be secured, paid, and 
applied in the same manner as the aforesaid legacies to my other 
children. 

To each of the two sons of my deceased brother Alexander by 

his wife Marjory, now or lately at Colledge at Aberdeen in Scotland, 
I give and bequeath the sum of Two thousand pounds sterling 
money aforesaid to be paid to each of them on his attaining the 
age of majority, that the said sum of money shall in the meantime 
be placed out at interest, which shall be applied towards educating 

them in a proper manner, and in case either of them shal] die 
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before he attains the age of majority, then my will is that the 
survivor of them shall have and receive the legacy of the deceased, 
and I hereby nominate and appoint as Trustees and Trustee to 
superintend the education of my said nephews, Simon Fraser of 
ffaralin, Esqr., Sheriff of the county of Inverness, and the Rev. 
Mr Peter Grant, minister of the Gospel at [s//egid/e] in the 
said county, and the survivor of them, whom I request to accept 
of this charge, and I hereby give and bequeath to the said Simon 
Fraser and Peter Grant the sum of Thirty pounds sterling money 
each, to purchase a ring or other trinket as a mark of my friendship 
for them. 

I give and bequeath to each of my nephews, William McGilli- 
vray and Duncan McGillivray, a sum of one thousand pounds 
like sterling money. To their brother Simon and each of their 
sisters I give and bequeath the sum of five hundred pounds like 
sterling money. I give and bequeath to each and every of the 
surviving children of my late sister Elizabeth Fraser, wife of Hugh 
Fraser of Bright Money, Esquire, the sum of five hundred pounds 
like sterling money. I give and bequeath to each and every of 
the surviving children of my late uncle Duncan McTavish by 
his lawful wife the sum of three hundred pounds like sterling 
money. I give and bequeath to Magdalene McGillivray, wife of 
William McGillivray, the sum of One thousand pounds current 
money of this province. I give and bequeath to Angus Shaw, Esqr., 
now at Quebec, the sum of One thousand pounds like current 
money of this province. I give and bequeath to Donald McTavish, 
now a partner in the North West Company, and to each and every 

his surviving brothers and sisters, children of the deceased Alexander 
McTavish, my uncle, the sum of Three hundred pounds sterling 

money aforesaid. I give and bequeath to each and every the 
surviving children of my deceased uncle Donald McTavish the 
sum of three hundred pounds like sterling money. To my godson 
Joseph Frobisher, son of my friend and late partner, Joseph Fro- 
bisher of Montreal aforesaid, Esqr., I give and bequeath the sum 
of five thousand pounds current money aforesaid, to be secured on 
interest by my executors, the said interest to accumulate and to 

be paid to my said godson on his attaining the age of majority, 
together with the principal. To my godson John Fraser, son of 
my partner John Fraser, Esqr., of London, I give and bequeath 
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the sum of one thousand pounds sterling money aforesaid. To 
my sister-in-law Rachel McKenzie I give and bequeath the sum of 
one thousand pounds current money aforesaid. To my sister 
Marjory, now in Scotland, I give and bequeath an annuity of 
fifty pounds sterling money to be paid to her yearly and every 

year during her natural life, and my desire is that this legacy be 
under the particular direction of my brother-in-law Hugh Fraser 
of Brightmoney hereinbefore named as a Trustee by me, for this 
purpose specially named and appointed. To my Father-in-law 
Charles Chaboillez, late of Montreal aforesaid, Esqr., I give and 
bequeath an annual rent or annuity of one hundred and fifty 
pounds current money aforesaid, to be paid to him yearly and 
every year by my Executors, during his natural life, and I likewise 
acquit and discharge him of and from all claims and demands 
whatsoever I now have against him for monies I have heretofore 
advanced to him. I give and bequeath to the said Hugh Fraser 
of Brightmoney, Esqr., and to my said nephews William McGilli- 
vray and Duncan McGillivray a sum of One thousand pounds 
sterling money aforesaid, to be by them and the survivors and 
survivor of them held in trust for the special use, purpose, and 
interest of applying the interest thereof yearly and every year in 
assisting such of my poor relations in Scotland as I may have 

neglected to provide for by this my last will and testament. 
I give and bequeath to the surviving children of William Kay, 

late of Montreal, aforesaid, merchant, deceased, the sum of One 

thousand pounds current money aforesaid, as I am doubtful 
whether I was justly entitled to the amount of the judgment 
rendered in my favor in the Court of Appeals in this province 
against the Estate of the said late William Kay, respecting the 
property of the late David McCrae. 

I give and bequeath to my friend Dr George Selby the sum of 
two hundred pounds current money aforesaid as a mark of my 

esteem and regard, and to William Selby his son I give and bequeath 
the sum of five hundred pounds like current money. 

I give and bequeath to each of the two Religious Communities 
of Nuns in this city, commonly called the Hospital General or 
Grey Sisters and Hotel Dieu, the sum of one thousand pounds 
current money aforesaid, being convinced that the said com- 
munities are of great public benefit and deserving attention. 
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I give and bequeath to my cousin Simon Fraser, senior, late of 

Quebec, now in Scotland, an annuity of Two hundred pounds 
sterling money aforesaid, to be paid to him yearly and every 
year out of my estate during his lifetime. I give and bequeath 
to my god-daughter Maria Sutherland, daughter of Daniel and 
Margaret Sutherland of this city, the sum of five hundred pounds 
current money aforesaid, to be paid to her on the day of her marri- 
age or when she shall attain the age of majority, whichever shall 
first happen, that in the meantime the interest upon this legacy 
shall be paid yearly to the said Margaret Sutherland, her Mother, 

towards defraying the expence of her Education, and in case the 
said Maria shall die before she becomes entitled to receive this 
legacy, my will then is that the same shall go and be paid to the 
said Margaret Sutherland, her mother. I give and bequeath to 

Joseph Frobisher, Esqr., the sum of one hundred guineas as a 
mark of my friendship and regard. I give and bequeath to my 
friend and partner, John Gregory, one hundred pounds, and to 
William Hallowell a like sum of one hundred pounds current 
money aforesaid. I give and bequeath to James Reid of Montreal 
aforesaid, Esqr., the sum of one hundred pounds current money 
aforesaid. I give and bequeath to Harry McKenzie, now at 

Terrebonne, one hundred pounds current money aforesaid. I give 
and bequeath to Alexander Grant, son of Commodore Grant, and 
now at school at Quebec, the sum of one thousand pounds current 
money aforesaid, to be secured, paid, and applied in such manner 
as my executors shall see fit. I give and bequeath to Madame 
Doty an annual rent or allowance of twelve pounds to be paid to 
her yearly during her lifetime. I give and bequeath to Miss 
Charlotte Chaboillez, my sister-in-law, an annual rent or allow- 

ance of twenty pounds and to be paid to her yearly during her 
lifetime. I give and bequeath to my nephew Simon McGillivray, 
besides the sum hereinbefore mentioned, the additional sum of 
four thousand pounds current money aforesaid. 

To my servants, Joseph Church, Pierre Fournier, I give and 
bequeath ten guineas each. I give and bequeath to John McTavish, 
now at the King’s Posts, the sum of five hundred pounds current 
money aforesaid; and it is my will and desire that none of the 
foregoing legacies exceeding one hundred guineas be paid out of 
my estate until seven years at least after my decease, unless 
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sufficient monies for that purpose shall have been realized there- 
from without loss or inconvenience to the concern or concerns in 
which I am now a partner, and as to all the rest and residue of my 
estate, property, and effects whatsoever and wheresoever or of 
what nature and kind soever, whereof or wherein I shall be in 

any wise possessed or interested at the time of my decease, I give, 
devise, and bequeath the same and every part thereof to my son 
William and to his heirs forever, to be by him held and enjoyed as 
soon as he shall have attained the age of majority, and in the 
meantime that the same be held and enjoyed by my said executors 

in trust for him, and in case of the death of the said William before 
he attains the age of majority 1 then give, devise, and bequeath all 

the aforesaid rest and residue of my said estate, property, and 
effects to my said son Simon, and to his heirs forever, subject to 

be held in trust by my said executors in trust for him until he shall 

attain the age of majority, and in case of the death of my said 
son Simon before he attains the age of majority, I then give, 
devise, and bequeath al] the aforesaid rest and residue of my 
estate, property, and effects to my said daughters Mary and Anne 
and to their heirs, to be equally divided between them, share and 
share alike, and in case of the death of either before she attains 

the age of majority or without issue of her body lawfully begotten, 

that the whole shall go to the survivor and to her heirs forever, 
save and except as to the estate of Dunardary in the shire of Argyle 
in Scotland, which I purchased some time ago from Niel Malcolm, 

Esquire, and also the lot of ground and appurtenances which I 
lately purchased near the Mountain of Montreal aforesaid, it 
being my will and intention that the said estate and lot of ground 

and appurtenances shall be taken, held, and enjoyed by the male 
line of my family, in manner as hereinafter limited—that is to say, 
I give and bequeath the said estate of Dunardary and all and singular 
its rights and appurtenances, and also the lot or parcel of ground 
belonging to me near the said Mountain, with all the improvements 
thereon and appurtenances thereunto belonging, to my said son 
William, and to his heirs male forever, but until my said son 

shall attain the age of majority, my will is that my said executors 
do hold and possess the same in trust for him, and in case of the 
death of my said son William without heirs male of his body 
lawfully begotten, I give, devise, and bequeath the said estate of 
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Dunardary and lot of ground aforesaid of my said son Simon, and 
to his heirs male forever, subject however to be held and enjoyed 
by my said executors in trust for my said son Simon until he shall 
attain the age of majority, and in case of the death of my said 
son Simon without heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, then 
I give, devise, and bequeath the said estate and lot of ground 
and all and every the appurtenances aforesaid, to John McTavish, 
the oldest of my nephews, son of my late Brother Alexander, and 
to the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, and for want or in 
default of such heirs of the said John McTavish, then I give, devise, 

and bequeath the said estate and lot of ground to the younger son 
of my said late Brother Alexander, who I believe is named Alex- 
ander, or by whatever other name he is called or known, and to 
the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, and for want or in default 
of such heirs of the said Alexander, then I give, devise, and bequeath 

the said estate of Dunardary and the lot of ground aforesaid to my 

said nephew Willam McGillivray and to heirs male of his body 
lawfully begotten, and for want or in default of such heirs of the 

said William McGillivray, then I give, devise, and bequeath the 
said estate and lot of ground to my nephew Duncan McGillivray 

and to the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, and for want 

or in default of such heirs, I give, devise, and bequeath the said 

estate and lot of ground to my said other nephew, Simon McGilli- 
vray and to his heirs forever, provided always that in the aforesaid 
limitations to the succession and right of claiming and holding 
the said estate of Dunardary and lot of ground aforesaid, the 
oldest of the male line shall always succeed alone to the whole of 
the said estate and lot of ground, and that the same shall not be 
liable to any division among younger heirs, and provided also 
that such of the persons hereinbefore named, or their heirs, or 
any or either of them, as shall or may under the limitations herein- 

before contained be entitled to claim, hold, and enjoy the said 
estate and lot of ground who are not named McTavish shall be 
held bound, in order to entitle him or them to claim, hold, and 

enjoy the same, to assume, take, and bear the name of McTavish, 
and also my arms, and on default of any of the said persons com- 

plying herewith, the said estate and lot of ground shall thereupon 
be transferred to and vested in the next Heir to the person so 
refusing according to the limitations aforesaid, who shall be there- 



142 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

upon entitled to claim, have, hold, and enjoy the said estate and 

lot of ground in the same manner as if the person or heir so refusing 
as aforesaid had never existed or deceased, upon such next sur- 

viving Heir bearing my name and arms as aforesaid, and in case 
all my said children should die before they are entitled to receive 
and have the several legacies hereinbefore given, devised, and 
bequeathed to them and each of them, I then give, devise, and 
bequeath all the aforesaid rest and residue of my said estate, 

property, and effects, save and except the said estate of Dunardary 

and lot of ground aforesaid, which shall be held and taken agree- 
able to the limitations hereinbefore contained and not otherwise, 

to my said nephew, John McTavish and in case of his death before 
he attains the age of majority, then to my other nephew, Alexander 
McTavish, and to his Heirs, or by whatever other name he may 
be called or known, being the younger son of my late brother 
Alexander, and in case of the death of my said nephew Alexander 

or younger son of my said late brother Alexander, before he attains 
the age of majority, then to my said nephews William McGillivray, 
Duncan McGillivray, and Simon McGillivray, equally among 

them and their respective heirs, share and share alike. 
And for the execution of this my last will and testament and 

the due performance of all and singular the matters and things 
hereinbefore mentioned and contained, I hereby nominate and 
appoint my said nephews, William McGillivray and Duncan 
McGillivray, and said Joseph Frobisher, Esqr., my partner John 
Fraser of London, Esqr., my brother-in-law Hugh Fraser of Bright- 
money, Esqr., my friend Isaac Todd of Montreal, Esqr., and the 
said James Reid, Esqr., and the survivors and survivor of them 
my executors and executor, hereby giving power to them and 

every of them to remain vested and seized of all and singular the 
estate, property, and effects by me now bequeathed and devised, 
for the purposes contained in this my last will and testament, and 
to hold and exercise the Trust now hereby reposed in them and 
each of them over and beyond the year and day limited by the 
laws of this province, willing and entrusting that their power 

under the present last will and testament and their Trust aforesaid 
shall not cease or determine until all and every the dispositions, 
provisions, and appointments hereinbefore mentioned and con- 

tained shall have been fully paid, satisfied, and complied with; 
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and my will also is that whenever it shall appear useful or neces- 
sary for the benefit of my estate, the said Executors and the sur- 

vivors and survivor of them shall and may sell and dispose of 
such parts of my real property (save and except the said estate 
of Dunardary and Jot of ground aforesaid) as to the majority of 
my said executors shall seem meet and circumstances may require. 

I hereby revoke and annul all other wills and testaments and 

codicils thereto by me at any time heretofore made. In witness 
whereof I have to this my last will and testament contained on 

this and the twelve preceding pages of paper set my hand and 
seal at Montreal aforesaid this second day of July one thousand 
eight hundred and four. 

Simon McTavisu 

Witnesses (Simon Fraser, Bout de I’Isle de Montreal 
Wo, GILMouR 

Lewis CHARLES 

Proved in London on Oct. 17, 1804, by the oath of Duncan McGil- 
livray and John Fraser, Esqrs. 

17: Tue AGREEMENT oF THE NortH West Company aT 

Montreal, Novemper 5, 1804.! 

[Reprinted from L. R. Masson, Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du 
Nord-Ouest, deuxidme serie (Quebec, 1890), pp. $82-499.| 

THIS AGREEMENT made and executed at Montreal in the 
District of Montreal in the Province of Lower Canada this fifth 
day of November in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and four by and between John Gregory, William Mac- 
Gillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell and Roderic 
McKenzie being the Partners now composing the House of Mc- 

1The original of this agreement, or a copy of it, was in the possession of the 

Hon. L. R. Masson when he published in 1889-90 his Bourgeoss de la Compagnie 
du Nord-Ouest; but 1t 1s not to be found, I am informed, in the Masson Papers 

now in the Public Archives of Canada, and I have not been able to ascertain 

1ts present whereabouts. 
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Tavish Frobisher and Company of Montreal aforesaid, the said 
Duncan MacGillivray being in this behalf represented by the said 
William MacGillivray his Attorney; and Angus Shaw, Daniel 
McKenzie, William McKay, John MacDonald, Donald McTavish, 
John McDonell, Archibald Normand McLeod, Alexander Mac- 
Dougall, Charles Chaboillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexander 
Fraser, Eneas Cameron, John Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James 
Hughes, Alexander MacKay, Hugh McGillis, Alexander Henry, 
John MacGillivray, James McKenzie, Simon Fraser, John Duncan 

Campbell, David Thompson and John Thomson by the said John 
Gregory and William MacGillivray their Agents and Attornies 
duly authorised, the said Persons hereinbefore named being the 
Partners now composing the Company or Concern trading to 

the North-West or Indian Country and distinguished by the 

name of the Old North-West Company, OF THE ONE PART, 
and Sir Alexander MacKenzie, Thomas Forsyth, John Richardson 
and John Forsyth the last three trading in Montreal aforesaid 
under the Firm of Forsyth Richardson and Company, the said 
John Richardson and John Forsyth for themselves in their own 
persons, and the said Thomas Forsyth being represented by them 
the said Richardson and John Forsyth, his Attornies; Alexander 

Ellice, John Inglis and James Forsyth of London, Merchants, 
trading under the Firm of Phyn Inglis & Company by the said 
John Richardson and John Forsyth their Attornies, John O’Gilvie 
of Montreal aforesaid Merchant, John Mure of Quebec Merchant 

by the said John O’Gilvie his Attorney; Pierre Rocheblave, Alex- 
ander McKenzie, John MacDonald, James Leith, and John Wills, 
the last five being wintering Partners and represented by Sir 
Alexander McKenzie their Attorney; John Haldane another 
wintering Partner represented by the said John Forsyth his Attor- 
ney and the said Thomas Forsyth (represented as aforesaid) John 
Richardson and John Forsyth, as Trustees and assignees of the 
Estate of the late Firm of Leith Jamieson & Company, and Thomas 

Thain of Montreal aforesaid, all of whom are Partners in the said 
North-West or Indian Country distinguished by the name of the 
New North-West Company OF THE OTHER PART, 

WITNESSETH, that the said Parties to these Presents now 

and heretofore trading to the said North-West Country in oppo- 
sition to each other being desirous to put an end to said opposition 
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and to avoid the waste of property attending thereon and to 
carry on the said trade in a more advantageous manner DO for 
this purpose consent and agree to coalesce and join their respective 
interests and to make the following stipulations and arrangements 
in that behalf. 

ARTICLE I 

That the said Parties to these Presents shall and do hereby 
coalesce and join their said respective interests in the trade and 
commerce aforesaid which joint interest and concern will com- 
mence with the Outfit of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and five and shall continue to be carried on during the period 
limited by the articles of agreement of the said Old Company 
bearing date the fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred 
and two, that is to say, for eighteen years yet to come. That the 
present Coalition and joint Concern shall be carried on under the 
name or Firm of the North-West Company and shall include as 
well the trade commonly carried on in and to the said North- 

West Country by both the said companies, as the trade carried 
on at all the other Posts or places now occupied by the said Old 
Company. 

ARTICLE II 

That the said Old Company shall hold and possess three fourths 
of the said joint concern and the said New Company shall hold 
and possess one fourth thereof and when the number of shares 
of the said joint concern shall be increased to one hundred, the 
said Old Company shall hold seventy-five of such shares and the 
said New Company twenty-five, in all profits and losses that shall 
occur in the said joint trade and concern.—That the said Old and 
New Company shall each divide their respective shares and pro- 
portions aforesaid in the said joint concern unto and amongst 
their individual members in such a manner as they shall see fit;—It 

is however hereby understood and agreed that the said New 

Company or their representatives shall and do transfer and secure 
to each of their six Wintering Partners in the Interior Country one 
hundredth share of the whole of the said joint concern, and shall 
allow and pay to the said Wintering Partners and their Successors 
the same advantages and emoluments as shall be and 
paid by the said joint concern to such Wintering Partners of the 

10 
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said Old Company as do now hold one ninety second share therein, 
and which ninety second share will by the present agreement 
become one hundredth share in the said joint concern. 

ARTICLE Il 

That the Partners of the said New Company and their Repre- 
sentatives shall hold and possess their said one fourth part or 
twenty-five shares in the said joint concern for and during the 
continuation of the present agreement and no such part or share 
as may become vacant by the death of any of the Partners in 
the said New Company or otherwise shall revert or belong to 
the said joint concern, but the same shall be preserved and retained 
by the said New Company or such Persons as shall become Partners 
in their Concern under such conditions and arrangements respecting 
purchases transfers and division of shares amongst themselves as 
they shall see fit; Upon condition however of being bound to 
fulfill and observe every engagement and stipulation which the 
present Partners of the said New Company have become and 
now are bound and liable to fulfill and observe by these presents 
agreeable to the forms and Rules established in this behalf by the 
said articles of agreement of the said Old North-West Company 
bearing date the fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred 
and two (except in so far as the same are altered or modified by 
this agreement) and to all such other Rules and Regulations as 
shall be made by the said joint concern. It is however understood 
and agreed by and between the said Parties to these presents that 
in case of a vacancy by death or otherwise in any of the said six 

shares hereby reserved by the said New Company for their said 
six Wintering Partners such vacant shares shall revert and belong 
to the said joint concern and be by them disposed of and filled 
up as they shall see fit, and it is further understood and agreed by 
and between the said Parties that the share and interest which 
the late Firm of Leith Jamieson and Company held in the said 
New Company shall at the expiration of the firts outfit of the said 
joint concern be transferable to such of the Partners of the said 
New Company as shall agree to purchase the same. 

ARTICLE IV 

That the said New Company shall be entitled to and have and 
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receive one fourth part or share of all the commissions and ad- 
vantages that shall or may or arise from the said joint 
concern, first deducting from the amount of the whole the actual 
expenses of the General Establishment for transacting the Business 
of the said joint Concern, 

ARTICLE V 

That it being the intention of the said New Company at the 
expiration of their agreement bearing date the twentieth day of 
October of the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
eight to put their said six Wintering Partners upon the same footing 
in every respect as Wintering Partners of the said Old Company 
who now hold one ninety second share and which will become 
one hundredth share of the said joint concern when the number 

of the shares thereof will be increased to one hundred as afore- 
said. It is therefore stipulated and agreed that when the present 
agreement shall next summer at the Grand Portage or other 
place of Depot on Lake Superior be notified to the said Wintering 
Partners, they shall be bound to declare their acceptation thereof 
or their intention of retiring therefrom at the expiration of the 
aforesaid agreement of the twentieth day of October one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight and in case the six Wintering 

Partners or any of them shall decline to accept and acquiesce in 

the present agreement it is further stipulated and agreed that the 
said New Company shall have a right to fill up the vacancies that 
may happen by said refusal or retirement of all or any of the six 
Wintering Partners by such of any of their deserving Clerks as 
they shall see fit. It is however understood and agreed that after 
the said vacancies shall have been filled up by the said New Com- 
pany the said Old Company shall have the right to appoint to, 
and fill up the three next vacancies that shall happen in the shares 

of the Wintering Partners of the said joint concern, the said Old 
Company having promised the same; which vacant shares being 
filled up as aforesaid, all other vacancies which shall or may happen 
in the wintering shares of the said joint concern shall be regulated 
and filled up according to length of service and merit without 
distinction or partiality resulting from the Person or Persons to 
be appointed having been a Clerk or Clerks either to the said Old 
or New Company.—AND it is further understood and agreed 
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that in case of any of the said six Wintering Partners shall refuse 
to accept any share under the present agreement as aforesaid, he 
shall not in that case be exonerated or discharged from his debts 
or engagement by him entered into, or to which he may be liable 

as a Partner of the said New Company but under the express 
condition of binding himself not to interfer directly or indirectly 
in the trade carried on or to be carried on by the said joint concern 
within the limits hereinafter described under the same restrictions 
and penalties as retiring Partners of the said Old Company are 
liable to under their aforesaid articles of agreement of the fifth 
day of July one thousand eight hundred and two. 

ARTICLE VI 

That although the said New Company are by the present 
agreement limited to one fourth part of the said joint trade to be 
carried on from Canada into the Interior Country yet should 
circumstances arise in the course of events that should enable the 
said Joint Company to obtain a participation in the general trade 
and rights of the Hudson Bay Company or the whole thereof by 
purchase then and in that case it is hereby covenanted and agreed 
that the members who shall then represent the said New Company 
shall not be hereby precluded from negociating with the repre- 
sentatives of the said Old Company for a more extensive partici- 
pation in said Joint Concern which thereby shall or may be formed 
or extended and for such Quantum hereof as shall be agreed upon; 
But it is understood that any permission which may be obtained 
from the said Hudson Bay Company for a partial transit of mer- 
chandize or returns through their Territories shall not be con- 

sidered as forming a ground for the Negociation of such increased 
participation; And it is also understood that the said New Company 
shall sustain no part of the Expenses which have been occasioned 
by the late adventure made by the said Old Company to the 
Hudson Bay Territory by Sea; But in case a permission shal] have 
been obtained by the negociation which the said Duncan McGilliv- 
ray has been instructed to carry on with the Hudson Bay Company 
for such a transit, then the expenses of the said Adventure shall 

be fairly stated and a fourth part thereof be supported by the said 
New Company, who shall also sustain and pay a proportion of 
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the consideration which may have been agreed to be given for 
such permission of transit and shall also be bound to fulfil the 
conditions of such agreement as may have been made by the said 
Duncan McGillivray in that behalf. That the said New Company 
shall not in any case be liable to the expenses or consequences 
of any law suit which the said Hudson Bay Company may institute 
by reason of the trespass they may conceive to have been com- 
mitted upon their Territory or Rights by the said New Company, 

or be bound to take part in any future adventure by sea to Hudson’s 
Bay unless the Permission of that Company shall be first had and 
obtained. 

ARTICLE VII 

That one fourth part of all the goods wares and merchandize 

required for the purposes of the said joint trade shall be imported 
by the Agents of the said New Company from their correspondences 
in London and one undivided fourth part of the returns or exports 
of the said joint trade shall be consigned to the Correspondents 
of the New Company by their said Agents, and in no case shall 
there be a division of the said returns or exports between the said 
Old and New Companies previous to the sale thereof. That the 
whole of the Imports and Exports relative to the said joint trade 
shall always be on the account and risk thereof although imported 
from or consigned to distinct or different Houses. And the said 

Correspondents shall also effect the insurance upon the goods 
wares and merchandizes furnished by them and upon the consign- 
ments made to them as aforesaid. That at the request of the 
joint Agents of the said Old and New Companies each of them 
shall furnish a due proportion of capital and cash advances necessary 
for providing supplies and carrying on the said joint trade, which 

cash advances on the part of the said Old Company shall be fur- 
nished and paid by the House of McTavish Frobisher and Com- 
pany and on the part of the said New Company shall be furnished 
and paid by the House of Forsyth Richardson and Company. 
That the proceeds of the returns of the said joint trade when 
realized shall be accounted for and divided or remitted and paid 
in the proportions above mentioned as the case may require. 

ARTICLE VIII 

That the aforesaid Articles of agreement of the said Old Com- 
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pany bearing date the fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred 
and two (a copy of which is hereunto annexed) shall be binding on 
each and every of the Partners of the said New Company and 
their Successors and all others to be admitted Partners in the said 
joint concern in the same manner as if the said articles were in- 
serted at length and formed part of the present agreement except 
in so far as they are altered or modified in and by this Present 
Agreement. 

ARTICLE IX 

That the said New Company shall appoint and furnish two 
Agents being Partners of the said New Company and of the said 
joint concern to represent them and to be employed in such branch 
or branches of the exclusive department of the said joint concern 
at Montreal as shall be found expedient and necessary, one of 
which said Agents shall go annually to the place of depot on Lake 
Superior, whenever the same shall be fixed, to participate with 
the Agents of the Old Company in the joint management of the 
outfits and other business and arrangements of the said joint 
concern, and which Agent of the said New Company shall be 
considered the Attorney of the Partners of the said New Company 
Wintering Partners thereof excepted, unless when such Agent 
acts by special power from any of the said Wintering Partners 
then absent and there vote for the said Partners accordingly. 
That such of the said Wintering Partners of the said New Com- 
pany as may be present at the meetings of the said joint concern 
at the said place of depot, shall personally vote, and such Partner 
who may be absent may appoint as his Attorney any other Partner 
of the said joint concern as he shall think fit and the Wintering 
Partners of the said Old Company may do the like. That the 
said Agents of the said New Company shall act the one for the 
other as circumstances may require and when both of them are 
at Montreal one of them shall be considered as the acting Agent 
in the Department allotted to him and the other shall give assist- 
ance in that department when the same shall be required; And it is 
understood that such other Agent when at Montreal after the 
accounts of each year from the Upper Country are settled shall 
take all necessary information and do every thing that may be 
requisite or useful in and about the Business to be done at the 
depot aforesaid the ensuing season. 
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ARTICLE X 

The said New Company hereby nominate and appoint as their 

said agents the said John Ogilvie and Thomas Thain who shall 
continue and remain as such and during the space of five years 
from the day of the date hereof and it is understood and agreed 
that exclusive of the Agent of the said New Company who shall 
go to the place of depot on Lake Superior for the Business of the 
said joint concern the said New Company shall and may the 
next ensuing Season if they see fit send up any other of their Part- 
ners to settle the Business of the said New Company and to con- 
solidate the joint concern by delivering and receiving the property 
of the said two companies, which being effected the duties of such 

other Partner shall cease. 

ARTICLE XI 

In the event of a vacancy in one or other of the Agencies of 
the said New Company during the said five years by death or 
the retiring of the said Agents or either of them from the said 
joint concern, or in case at the expiration of the said five years 
the said two Agents or either of them shall decline to continue as 
Agents or Agent as aforesaid of the said New Company, the 
Partners of the said New Company shall and may in such cases 
and in every other vacancy that may afterwards happen in the 
said Agencies nominate and appoint any other fit and proper 
Person or Persons as Agent or Agents as aforesaid being Partners 
of the said joint concern. 

ARTICLE XII 

That all goods at Montreal shall be taken at cost and charges 
and the goods in the inventories and Indian Credits at the different 
Posts in the Interior Country belonging to each of the Old and 
New Companies (those remaining at Hudson’s Bay included) 

shall be received and taken by the said joint concern at the evalua- 
tion made according to the tarif of advance of the said Old Company 
now in all and the debts due by Winterers of the said Old and 

New Companies shall be assumed by the said joint concern accord- 
ing to the mode of evaluing the same by the said Old Company. 
That the Forts and buildings the vessels on the Lakes Superior, 
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Huron and Erie, comprehending three eighths of the Schooner 
Nancy, shall be taken by the said joint concern upon a fair principle 

of evaluation to be agreed upon;—and all contracts and agree- 
ments made and entered into by either of the said Old and New 
Company shall be assumed and fulfilled by the said joint Company 
according to the true spirit and import of every such contract and 
agreement. 

ARTICLE XIII 

That the Business of forwarding the goods, wares and mer- 
chandizes of the said joint concern at Kingston and Niagara 
shall be conducted and carried on by the correspondents of the 
said Old and New Company jointly without any division being 
made of the said goods wares and merchandises and the said 
correspondents shall participate in the profits and advantages 
arising from the said forwarding business in the proportion of 
the interests of the said Old and New Company in the said joint 
concern. That at Sandwich, Angus MacIntosh the present agent 
of the said Old Company shall be continued as the agent of the 
said joint concern, but the correspondents of the New Company 
shall supply the proportion of provisions required for the said 
joint concern upon the same terms and conditions and of like 
quantities as those supplied by the said Angus MacIntosh while 
agent as aforesaid. 

ARTICLE XIV 

That the Tobacco to be imported from the United States for 
the said joint concern shall be ordered proportionably from the 
respective correspondents of the said Old and New Company. 

ARTICLE XV 

That the mode of settling and determining all questions touch- 
ing and regarding the said joint concern at the meetings thereof 
to be held at the place of depot on Lake Superior shall be according 
to the Rules and Regulations established by the aforesaid agree- 
ment of the said Old Company, reference being had to the increased 
number of shares into which the said joint concern will by the 
present agreement become divided, and every power which shall 
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be given for the commencing and conducting of suits, or for other 
purposes at Montreal shall include the names of the Agents of 
the said New Company. 

ARTICLE XVI 

That all the Wintering Partners of the said Old and New 
Company, or those who may become Partners of the present 
Joint Concern, shall have an equal right and privilege of coming 
down to Montreal in rotation according to a rule to be agreed upon. 

ARTICLE XVII 

That no trade or business shall be undertaken or carried on by 
the said joint concern but what is properly understood to be the 

FUR TRADE or necessarily depending thereon without the ex- 
press consent and acquiescence of the Representatives or Agents of 
the said New Company, except the Fisheries carried on at the 
different posts below Quebec, now leased by the said Old Company. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

That each of the said Parties to these presents shall, as soon 
as conveniently may be, make up an account of their advances 
for the said joint trade for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and five, and of which regular entries shall be made accordingly. 

ARTICLE XIX 

That the Inventories of the goods and debts at the respective 
posts of the said Old and New Companies in the Interior Country 
shall be received and taken in the state they are produced at the 
said place of General Depot the next summer, those at the other 
depots, Lake Lapluie included and on the communication, shall 
be considered as definitive but all the others shall be verified in 
the Interior Country when taken in the Fall of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and five; And the respective Parties to 
these Presents shall not be bound to each other for the amount 
of such Inventories until the thirtieth day of November one 
thousand eight hundred and six. 

ARTICLE XX 

[Omitted] 
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XXI 

And it is hereby understood and agreed that none of the Parties 
to these presents nor any Person or Persons who may hereafter 
become a Partner or Partners of the said Joint Concern shall 
directly or indirectly carry on or be concerned in any separate 

trade at any of the posts or places now occupied or that may be 

hereafter occupied and traded to by the said Concern, nor sell or 

supply goods or furnish aid and support to any Person or Persons 
trading to the same posts or places with the said Joint Company 
under the penalties contained in the aforesaid articles of agree- 
ments of the said Old Company bearing date the said fifth day of 
July, one thousand eight hundred and two. It is however well 
understood and agreed that the selling of Goods and furnishing 
supplies by any Partner or Partners of the said Joint Company 
to any Person or Persons trading to or at any Posts or Places the 
waters whereof fall into the Mississippi or any other part or place 
to the Southward of Lake Superior reckoned from the mouth of 
the River St. Louis shall not be considered as a breach of the 
present agreement and no penalty shall attach on or be incurred 
by the Partners or Partner who may have so sold goods and fur- 
nished such aid supplies, but no goods shall be sold by any Partner 
or Partners of the said Joint Concern to be taken or carried into 
the Interior of the said North West Country by the route of the 
said River St. Louis and if any Person or Persons who may have 
purchased goods or received supplies and aid from any Partner or 
Partners of the said Joint Concern shall without the consent of 
such Partner or Partners go into the said Interior Country by the 
route of the said River St. Louis or by the Mississippi, Missouri, 

or any other indirect route, and trade to any post or place occupied 
by the said Joint Company or where they may carry on trade at 
the time provided the same be to the Northward of the above 
described limits, then and in such case the Agents of the said 
Joint Concern shall give notice thereof in writing to such Partner 
or Partners, whereby he or they shall be required to desist from 
selling goods to equipping supplying aiding or supporting such 
Person or Persons so trading as aforesaid in, to, or at the same 

places with the said Joint Company and in opposition to their 
interests. And in case such Partner or Partners of the said Joint 
Concern shall after such notice given and requisition made still 
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persist to furnish Goods and afford supplies support and aid to 
such person or persons so continuing his or their said trade such 
Partner or Partners shall then be considered to have committed 
a breach of the present agreement and be liable to all the penalties 
aforesaid. 

AND FINALLY it is agreed that the said Parties to These 
Presents have hereby negociated and coalesced upon principles 
of equality and reciprocity of rights excepting as to the Quantum 

of interest with the influence resulting therefrom and the modifi- 
cations thereof which the present agreement may be fairly con- 
strued to introduce, such principles shall be resorted to in clearing 
up or settling any difference of opinion should such hereafter arise 
upon the true construction or import of any of the articles of this 
Agreement. 

IN WITNESS whereof the said Parties to these presents have 
to two parts hereof set and subscribed their names and affixed 
their seals at Montreal aforesaid, the day and year first above 
written. 

Avex. McKenziz, 

Tuomas Forsytu, by Joun Ricwarpson and Joun Forsytn, his 
atts. 

Joun RicHArpson. 
Joun Forsytu. 
Avex. Extice, by Joun Ricuarpson and Joun Forsyty, his atts. 
Joun Haupaneg, by Jonn Ricuarpson snd Joun Forsytu, his atts. 
Tuom’s Forsyru, by Joun Ricuarpson and Joun Forsytu, his 

atts. 
Joun Ricuarpson, Trustees and assignees of the Estate of the 
Joun Forsytu, late firm of Leith, Jamieson & Co. 
Joun Incuis, by Joun Ricnarpson and Joun Forsyth, his atts. 
James Forsytu, by Jonn Ricnarpson and Joun Forsyry, his atts. 
Joun OcILvie. 
Joun Mure, by Joun Ocitvis, his atty. 
P. pe RocuesBtave, by Avex. MacKenzie, his atty. 

Avex. MacKenzig, by Arex. MacKenzig, his atty. 
Joun Macponatp, by ALtex. MacKenzig, his atty. 
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James Leirn, by Avex. MacKenzie, his atty. 
Joun Wits, by Atex. MacKenzte, his atty. 
Joun Fintay, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGitirvr_ay, his atts. 
Duncan Cameron, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGituivray, his 

atts. 
James Hucues, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGittivray, his atts. 
Avex. McKay, by Jonn Grecory & Wm MacGI.uivray, his atts. 

Hucu McGiiuts, by Joun Gregory & Wm MacGituivray, his 
atts. 

Avex. Henry, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGI-iivray, his atts. 
Joun MacGrttivray, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGI.uivray, 

his atts. 
James MacKenzis, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGI_.ivray, his 

atts. 
Simon Fraser, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGiurvray, his atts. 
Joun D. Camppe tt, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGitiivr\ay, his 

atts. 

D. Tompson, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGi_tivray, his atts. 
Joun Tuomson, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGIi.iivray, his atts. 
Joun Grecory. 
Wn MacGIrtivray. 
Duncan MacGittivray, by Wm MacGittivray, his atty. 
Ws HALLowe Lt. 
Roop. McKenzie. 
Ancus Suaw, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGILivray, his atts. 
Di. McKenzir, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGivuivray, his atts. 
Ws. McKay, by Jonn Grecory & Wm MacGIziivray, his atts. 
Joun McDonatp, by Jonn Grecory & Wm MacGittrivray, his 

atts. 

Donatp McTavisn, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGi.tivray, his 

atts. 

Joun McDone tt, by Jonn Grecory & Wm MacGi tivray, his 

atts. 
Arcu. N. McLeop, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGi.tivray, his 

atts. 

Avex. MacDoucal, by Jonn Grecory & Wm MacGitiivray, 

his atts. 
Cus CHaABOILLez, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGiitivray, his 

atts. 
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Joun Sayer, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGi.tivray, his atts. 
Peter Grant, by Joun Grecory & Wm MacGiuivray, his atts. 
Avex. Fraser, by Joun Grecory and Wm MacGILivray, his atts. 
Eneas Cameron, by Jonn Grecory & Wm MacGictivray, his 

atts. 

Signed and sealed and delivered in the presence of 

Epw’p Wn Gray 

Frep’k W. ERMATINGER 

18: AGREEMENT oF Str A. Mackenzie & Co., NoveMBEr 9, 1804! 

{Hudson’s Bay House.) 

Artictes of agreement had made and fully agreed upon the ninth 
day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and four by and between Sir Alexander McKenzie, Thomas 
Forsyth, John Richardson and John Forsyth, the last three trading 
in Montreal aforesaid, under the Firm of Forsyth Richardson & 
Company the said John Richardson and John Forsyth for them- 
selves in their own persons, and the said Thomas Forsyth being 
represented by them the said John Richardson and John Forsyth 

his attornies, Alexander Ellice, John Inglis, and James Forsyth of 

London merchants, trading under the firm of Phyn Inglis and 
Company, by the said John Richardson, and John Forsyth their 
Attornies, John Ogilvy of Montreal aforesaid merchant, John Mure 
of Quebec merchant by the said John Ogilvy his Attorney, Pierre 
Rocheblave, Alexander McKenzie, John McDonell, James Leith 
and John Wills, the last five being Wintering partners and repre- 
sented by the said Sir Alexander McKenzie their Attorney, John 

Haldane another wintering partner represented by the said John. 
Richardson and John Forsyth his Attornies, and the said Thomas 
Forsyth (represented as aforesaid) John Richardson and John 
Forsyth, as Trustees and assignees of the Estate of the late Firm of 
Leith, Jameson and Company and Thomas Thain of Montreal 

‘Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson's 

Bay Company. 
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aforesaid, all of whom the latter excepted are partners in the Com- 
pany at present trading to the said North West or Indian Country, 
distinguished by the name of the New North West Company. 

Whereas articles of agreement or partnership for carrying on 
Trade to the Interior of the North west Country, were on the 
twentieth day of October one thousand seven hundred and ninety 
eight, entered into by and between the said Forsyth Richardson & 
Company, Leith Jameson & Company, Alexander McKenzie, 
George Sharp and John McDonald, Pierre Rocheblave, Daniel 
Sutherland and Francois Beaubien (the latter of whom and George 
Sharp by death ceased to be partners) and to which persons at 
different times were joined as partners, the said Phyn Inglis & 
Company, John Ogilvy, John Mure, James Leith, Sir Alexander 
McKenzie, John Haldane, and John Wills, which last named persons 
assumed and carried on their said trade to the North west, under 

the Firm of Sir Alexander McKenzie & Company, but were com- 
monly called and known by the name of the New North West 
Company; and which said Articles of Agreement were made and 
intended to continue to the first day of May One thousand eight 
hundred and six. And whereas circumstances having rendered it 
expedient and proper that a coalition should take place with the 
other company trading to the North West commonly called the 
old North West Company. An agreement tocarry the said Coalition 
into effect between the said old & new North West Companies hath 
on the part of the said Old & New Companies been, at Montreal on 
the fifth day of November Instant, entered into and executed 
accordingly. And whereas it is necessary and proper, in conse- 
quence of the formation of the said Joint Company, that the parties 
to these presents, being partners of the said new Company and who 
are by the said joint agreement, collectively entitled to one fourth 
in the Trade to be carried on by the said Joint Company, should 
for their own guidance and to settle their said fourth in the said 
joint concern amongst themselves, make such agreement as to them 
seemeth just and equitable. Now therefore these Presents witness 
that they the said parties in consideration of the Premises have 
mutually consented and agreed and do hereby mutually consent 

and agree to the several Articles, Matters and things following, 
that is to say,— 
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Article Ist 

That the agreement at present subsisting as above said under 
the firm of Sir Alexander M’Kenzie & Company (excepting as to 
the partners hereafter mentioned) shall not end on the said first day 
of May 1806; But is hereby Covenanted and agreed that the same 
shall be continued and extended from the said 1st day of May 1806 
for and during the space of Seventeen years after or until the 
expiration of the agreement entered into on the said 5th day of 
November Instant by the said coallesced or Joint Company, which 
will end with the Returns of the Outfit of the year 1822, conformable 
with the articles of agreement of the said Old Company, to which 
the partners of the said New Company have by their said joint 
agreement accorded, with certain alterations and modifications, 

which have been made thereto in consequence of the said joint 
agreement; and it is, however, hereby understood and agreed that 
although the existing articles of agreement of the said 20th day of 
October 1798 are continued as aforesaid, yet the principles of that 
agreement shall only govern the parties to these Presents up to the 
return of the Outfit of the year 1805 inclusive, and that all profits 
and losses and all incidental expenses are to be shared or borne in 
conformity to the said agreement of the 20th day of October 1798, 
by the Parties thereto in the same manner that the said parties have 

heretofore practised, used and put the same in execution; and in 

as much as the change of circumstances and the said coallition and 
formation of the said joint Company have rendered a new agree- 
ment absolutely necessary. It is Covenanted and agreed that from 
and after the Returns of the Outfit of the said year 1805, the said 
Old agreement of the 20th Day of October 1798, shall be considered 
as superceded and ended, and the principles of the present agree- 
ment during the continuation thereof as aforesaid shall be resorted 

to and govern the parties to these Presents. 

Article 2nd 

That the Interests of the late firm of Leith Jameson & Company 
and Daniel Sutherland in the said agreement of the 20th day of 
October 1798, shall cease and end with the expiration thereof on the 
said Ist day of May 1806, or with the return of the outfit of the said 

year 1805. 
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Article 3rd 

That in as much as by the said Joint agreement of the said Old 
North West Company the said New Co. (including the shares of the 
above mentioned Partners who are to retire on the Ist day of May 
1806) are to have, hold, possess and enjoy one fourth of the said 
joint concern as aforesaid; and which joint concern by the said 
agreement, it is covenanted shall, as soon as conveniently may be 
divided into one hundred shares or parts; It is hereby understood, 
covenanted and agreed, that the six wintering partners of the said 
Firm of Sir Alexander McKenzie & Co. who are named in the said 
joint articles of agreement, to wit, Alexander McKenzie, John 
McDonald, Pierre Rocheblave, James Leith, John Haldane and 
John Wills, or those who may succeed to them and become partners 
of the said joint concern, shall, commencing with the Outfit of the 
year 1806 (provided they do acede and agree to this and the said 
joint agreement) each and every of them shall, have, hold, and 

enjoy one hundredth share or part in the said Joint Concern, upon 
the same footing and under the like conditions, advantages, profits, 

and losses and subject to the same Rules, Regulations, Penalties, 
servitudes and burthens in every respect as the wintering partners 
of the said Old Company, who now hold one ninety second shares 
therein and who will hold one hundredth shares in the said joint 
Concern when that concern shall be divided into that number of 
shares. 

Art. 4th 

That as by the said joint articles of agreement the partners com- 

posing or who may compose the said New Company in the said 
joint concern to be replaced by the said New Company in case of 
a vacancy as in the said joint articles of agreement is stipulated. 
And in as much as the said John Ogilvy and Thomas Thain have 
been nominated and appointed in the said joint articles of agree- 

ment, as the Agents of the said New Company, with an obligation 
upon them to act in that situation for at least the term of five years, 
one of whom is annually to go to the general depot or Rendezvous 
on Lake Superior and to act for each other, if Circumstances require 
it,—It is agreed that as a consideration for the Services of the said 
Agents, or as long as they shall continue to act in that situation, 
and discharge the duties thereof and incident thereto they shall 
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severally have hold and enjoy—That is to say—the said John 
Ogilvy, two hundredth shares, and the said Thomas Thain one 

hundredth share in the said joint concern when divided in the 
manner mentioned in the preceding Articles, and the said Thomas 
Thain in addition to such Share shall be entitled to receive annually, 
Two hundred pounds Currency. 

Article Sth 

That as under the said agreement of the 20th day of October 1798, 
the said six wintering partners, namely, Alexander McKenzie, John 
McDonald, Pierre Rocheblave, James Leith, John Haldane, and 
John Wills, hold each a share and Daniel Sutherland a wintering 
partner’s share and Sir Alexr. McKenzie, by his said agreement of 
accession to the last mentioned agreement, two wintering partners’ 
shares, upon which shares a very extensive loss hath arisen—lIt is, 

under a review of all the circumstances, considered proper that the 
said persons in respect to the said wintering shares, being nine shares 
in all, should at the expiration of the said agreement of the 20th day 
of October 1798 as aforesaid be exonerated and discharged from all 
the losses that at the period of such expiration shall have arisen, or 
be incurred during the period of the agreement, and they are hereby 

discharged accordingly. Provided always and it is hereby agreed 
and understood that the said six wintering partners (the said Sir 
Alexander McKenzie having already accepted thereof) shall have 
it in their power to accept or accede to the said Joint Agreement 
and to this present agreement, or to decline becoming a partner of 

the said Joint Concern or a party to these presents; which accep- 
tation or refusal the said partners will be bound to declare upon the 
said joint agreement and these presents being communicated to 
them, and in case any of the wintering partners should decline 
accepting the said joint agreement and these presents and becoming 
parties thereto and hereto, such person or persons so declining shall 
not in any respect be considered as exonerated and discharged from 
such losses, or any part thereof, until he or they shall come under 
an obligation with sufficient penalties not to interfere or be con- 
cerned directly nor indirectly in trade, to any part of the North 
West Country, within the limits described in the said joint agree- 

ment, for and during the term of the said Old N.W. Co.’s agreement, 

11 
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being for 18 Years yet to come including the Outfit of 1805; and in 

case of a breach of such obligation the claim and demand for the 
said losses against the person or persons committing such breach 
shall in no manner be considered as exonerated or discharged from 

his or their proportion of the losses aforesaid; but the claim there- 
fore shall be considered in its full force against the party or parties 
so committing such breach. 

Art. Oth 

That as the said Daniel Sutherland, after the expiration of the 

said agreement of the 20th day of October 1798, is to retire and 
have no participation in the said joint concern—It is agreed that 
in consideration of his so retiring, in addition to his being exonerated 
from his proportion of losses aforesaid that attach and attend on 
his said Wintering Share, he shall be entitled to demand have and 
receive of and from the said New Co. annually for five years to be 
computed from the said Ist day of May 1806, the sum of £200 
Currency, the last payment whereof shall be made on the Ist day 
of May 1811 without he the said D. Sutherland being required to 
render any services to the said joint Company, from the said Ist day 
of May 1806. But it is understood and agreed that the above 
exoneration, discharge and allowance, is made to the said Daniel 
Sutherland upon condition that he shall come under the same 
obligations and restrictions respecting non-interference in the said 
trade to the North West Company as is expressed in the preceding 
Article in regard to wintering partners, and not otherwise. 

Article 7th 

That in order to afford and provide for the means of such exoner- 

ation and discharge from the losses of the before mentioned partners 
in respect to the said nine wintering shares and the said allowance 
of £200 Currency, for five years to the said D. Sutherland, as well as 
an annual allowance of £200 Currency, to the said Thomas Thain 

before mentioned,—It is hereby agreed that the said Phyn, Inglis & 
Co. and their successors, the said Sir Alexander McKenzie and his 

successors, the said Forsyth, Richardson & Co. and their successors 
and the said John Ogilvy and John Mure and their successors shall 

respectively bear, sustain, and be chargeable each with one fourth 
thereof; and in consideration of their being so chargeable with the 
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said losses and the payment of the allowances they shall respec- 
tively be entitled to and shall each (the said John Ogilvy and John 
Mure as one) hold a one hundredth share in the said concern, as an 
indemnity in part for their said undertaking, and for the residue of 

such indemnity, each of the said parties shall be entitled to and 
shall receive a fourth part of the general quarter part of all the 
Commissions and advantages that may accrue, arise, or be derived 
from the said Joint Company or concern stipulated in the said joint 
agreement to belong to and appertain to the said New North West 
Co.; subject, however, to the payment of the said New Co.’s pro- 
portion of the expences of the general Establishment for conducting 
the said joint business. 

Art. 8th 

That as the late Firm of Leith, Jameson & Co., from the deaths 

which have happened amongst the partners of the said firm and 
the impractibility of their heirs furnishing a proportion or portion 
of Capital to the said joint concern and also from the necessity of 
closing the affairs of the said firm, as speedily as circumstances will 

permit, that firm or its representatives cannot become and continue 
parties to the said joint or extended agreement; nor hold any 

interest in the said joint concern, after the returns of the Outfit of 
the said year 1805. It is agreed that the three shares of the said 
firm of Leith Jameson & Co., at the expiration of the agreement to 
which they were parties, to wit, on the Ist day of May 1806, shall 
be sold, transferred, and conveyed and the same together with all 
the rights and privileges acquired to the said firm of Leith Jameson 
& Co. by the said joint agre'., are hereby sold, transferred and 

conveyed by the said Forsyth Richardson & Co., the Trustees and 
assignees, to the said firm as aforesaid in manner following, that is 

to say, to the said Phyn Inglis & Co. one of the shares of the said 
firm of Leith Jameson & Co., and to the said Forsyth Richardson & 
Co. another of the shares, and to Sir Alexander McKenzie their 

remaining share, being all money shares, which sales and transfer 
shall entitle the said purchasers and transferees respectively to hold 
each one hundredth share in the said joint concern, commencing 
with the Outfit of 1806, exclusive of the other money and indemnity 
shares they respectively hold and possess in the said joint concern; 
and in consideration of the said sale and transfer, the said pur- 
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chasers do hereby respectively promise and oblige themselves to 
pay in London, on the Ist day of August 1806 to the order of the 
Trustees of the said late firm of Leith Jameson & Co., the sum of 
£2500 Currency converted into stirling money at par, being the 
capital put into the said New Co., by the said Leith Jameson & Co. 
and which the representatives of the said late firm are desirous of 
withdrawing without incurring any further risk of loss, beyond the 
returns of the Outfit of the said year 1805; and which sums the said 
purchasers respectively agree to pay even in case the said capital 
should be nearly or entirely exhausted and lost. 

Art. Oth 

That exclusive of the six shares herein before enumerated to 
be held by the said six wintering partners, of the three shares to be 
held by the said Agents and of the four (4) indemnity shares to be 
held as before mentioned, by the said Phyn, Inglis & Co., Sir Alex- 
ander McKenzie, Forsyth Richardson & Co. and John Ogilvy & 
John Mure, there remains twelve money shares (including the three 
above mentioned shares sold for the benefit of the said firm of Leith 
Jameson & Co.) being each one hundredth share in the said joint 
concern; which 12 money shares shall be held as such in manner 
following, that is to say, by Phyn Inglis & Co., three of such shares, 
by the said Sir Alexander McKenzie, Three of such shares, by the 

said Forsyth Richardson & Co., Four of such shares, by the said 
John Ogilvy & John Mure, two of such shares, so that the whole of 
the twenty-five shares belonging to the said New Co. in the said 
joint Concern, in virtue of the said joint agreement shail be held 
and possessed by the different partners of the said New Co. who 
shall be entitled to all the profits and advantages of their respective 
shares and liable to all the losses that may accrue thereon. The 
said shares to be held respectively by the said parties as stated in 
the following general distribution, or Recapitulation thereof, that 
is to say, 

Phyn Inglis & Co........ 3 money & 1 indemnity share 4 shares 
Sir Alexander McKenzie.. 3 “ & 1 “ “4 6 
Forsyth Richardson&Co.. 4 “ &1 “ “5 * 
John Ogilvy & John Mure. 2 “ & 1 “ “ 3" 
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John Ogilvy. ............ 2 agent’s share............. 2 shares 
Thomas Thain........... 1 “ cee e neces 1 “ 
Alexander McKenzie..... 1 Wintering share.......... 1 “ 
John McDonald......... 1 “ Cece neae i “ 
Pierre Rocheblave........ 1 “¢ cee eee 1 “ 
James Leith............. 1 “ eee eeee 1 “ 
John Haldane........... 1 “ cee eee i“ 
John Wills.............. 1 “ Oc ee eee 1 “ 

25 shares 

Art. LOth 

That it is hereby agreed that the partners of the said New Co. or the 
said Firm of Sir Alexander McKenzie & Co. and their representa- 
tives, shall have the right of making such arrangements amongst 
each other respecting the purchases, sales, and transfers of the said 
money or indemnity shares as they shall see fit, during the contin- 
uation of the said Joint Concern; and it is also agreed that in the 
event of the death of any of the partner or partners, holding money 
or indemnity shares, the benefits, profits, and losses thereon shall 

accrue to the Heirs or representatives of the deceased partner or 
partners, provided always that the said Heirs or Representatives 

shall conform to and fulfill all and every the Stipulations, covenants, 
and conditions, contained in this agreement and the said joint 
agreement entered into as aforesaid with the said Old Co., and to 
which they (as the representative or representatives of a partner 
or partners) shall be as liable as the deceased partner or partners 
was or were, when living, and a party to these presents, in as full 
and ample a manner as if he or they, had signed the present agree- 
ment and the said joint agreement; and be liable also to all the 
Rules, Regulations, Articles, penalties of the said Old Co.’s agree- 
ment, in so far as the same is confirmed by and makes part of the 
said Joint agreement. But it is understood that the said Heir or 
Heirs of deceased partners, holding money or indemnity shares, 
shall have the power and be at liberty to sell and dispose of the 
same to any other person or persons who shall be approved of by 

the said surviving partners of the said New Co. However, it is 
agreed and understood, that the said Surviving partner or any of 
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them shall have a preferable right to become the purchaser or pur- 
chasers of such share or shares, to become vacant by death as 
aforesaid, and have the refusal thereof, upon the same terms and 
conditions, that the said Heirs or representatives could sell the said 
share or shares to any other person or persons whatever. And it is 
hereby covenanted and agreed that in no case whatever, shall a 

sale be made of any share or shares to any person or persons what- 
soever without subjecting the purchaser or purchasers of such share 
or shares, to all the Rules, regulations, Covenants, agreements, 
obligations, and penalties, of whatever nature or kind soever, to 

which the said partner or partners, from whom the said share or 
shares was or were divided, was or were liable and subject to, at the 
time of his or their deaths, in consequence of his or their holding 
the said share or shares in the said joint concern. And it is also 
cove nanted and agreed that the said six wintering shares, hed by 
the said six wintering partners, shall in case of death, and in every 
other respect be subject to all and every the rules, regulations and 

servitudes and be governed in the same manner as the shares of 
wintering partners of the said Old Co. are by the Rules and regu- 
lations in that behalf already made and entered into by the said 

Old Company’s agent acceded to by the said Joint Agreement or 
Coalition. 

Art. Llth 

That in consideration that the advances made by the said Ho. of 
Phyn, Inglis & Co. of London, to the said New Co., have been very 
heavy,—It is agreed that they shall continue to transact al! the 
business in London stipulated by the said Joint agreement, dated 
the said 5th day of November instant, to be transacted by the cor- 
respondents of the said New Co. provided that they shall do such 
business upon as favourable terms as any other established Ho. in 
London shall do business for the Canada; and that the goods im- 
ported from them, shall be chargeable by the said New Co. to the 
joint Concern, upon like terms as prescribed by the said Articles of 
agreement of the Old Company. 

Art. Lath 

That the Sd. partners holding the Sd. 12 money shares, under this 
agreement, do hereby covenant, promise and agree, that on the 
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first day of January which will be in the year of our Lord 1810, 
there shall be paid by them in London, for each of their said shares, 
to the said Phyn, Inglis & Co. such a sum as shall then be requisite 

to make the Balance, at the Credit of the account of each of the 

said partners in the Books of Sir Alexander MacKenzie & Co. 
amount to the sum of £2500 Currency, converted into sterling at 
par, for each of the said money shares, so held by every such partner, 
by which means a stock or Capital of £30000 Currency will then 
become deposited, for carrying on the said New Co.’s proportion 
of the business of the said Joint Concern. But interest shall be 
allowed on the said sum so deposited, and the said deposit or Stock 
shall not be with drawn, before the end of the said Joint Concern, 
it being understood that the said Phyn, Inglis & Co. shall continue 
to do the business of the said New Co. in London during the term of 
this Agreement. It is however Agreed that the surplus, which shall 
be at the Credit of any of the said partners over and above the said 
Capital of £30000 Currency, after the same shall have been made 
up and desposited as aforesaid, shall annually be paid by the said 
Phyn, Inglis & Co. to any and all the Sd. partners, so entitled to such 
surplus, upon an order or draft for that purpose, signed by the said 
agents of the said New Co., who shall annually previously to the 
granting such order or draft make out and transmit to the said 
Phyn, Inglis & Co. a full and complete statement of the affairs of 
the said New Co. and of such surplus. And it is agreed and under- 
stood that each partner or partner’s account in the Books of the 
said New Co. shall be debited with or credited by interest as the 
case may be according to the legal rate of interest in this Province. 
And it is agreed that the wintering partners of the Sd. New Co. shall 

in respect to monies resulting from their shares, be on the same 
footing, as the wintering partners of the Old Co. are or shall be; yet 
it is understood that wintering partners who may come down to 

Montreal in rotation shall there receive a reasonable sum to defray 
their Expenses, and what shall be advanced to them, by the agents 
of the said New Co. out of its Funds, to be chargeable to the 
accounts of the wintering partners receiving such sums. 

Art. 13th 

That the agents of the said New Co. or firm of Sir Alex". MacKenzie 

& Co., shall be guided by the majority of the votes of the partners 
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thereof as herein after mentioned; and the said agents shall keep 
regular Books distinct from those of the Joint Co. in order to enter 
and be enabled to exhibit what concerns the separate interests of 
the said firm in respect to the partners thereof and their accounts 
with their Correspondents in London, and they shall annually on 
the 30th day of November make out and render statements of the 
Outfits of the said Joint Co. and of the Concerns of the said New 
Co. and the accounts of the partners thereof. It being understood 
that the wintering partners of the said New Co. shall annually be 
furnished with accounts in the manner practised in respect to the 
wintering partners of the said Old Co. and in all matters that 
concern the business of the said Sir Alexander MacKenzie & Co. 
none other [than] the said John Ogilvy and Thomas Thain their said 
Agents and their successors as agents, are exclusively authorized to 
sign [for] the said firm of Sir Alexander MacKenzie & Co. 

Art. 14th 

That the partners in the said New Co. holding money, indemnity 
or agents’ shares under this Agreement, and those who may here- 
after hold such shares, shall vote at Montreal in proportion to the 
shares they hold (reckoning every share a vote) and all questions on 
which differences of opinion shal! there arise touching the manage- 
ment of the said Joint Co. or the interest of the said New Co., shall 
be decided by a majority of the votes held by the partners present, 
who may hold money, indemnity, or agents’ shares, who may vote 

in their own right or as attornies to absentees holding shares of the 
like description, such majority shall be reckoned by the number of 
shares then voting. Partners holding money, indemnity, and 
agents’ shares, who may be absent from Montreal, shall give a 
power to some partner of the said New Co., who may be present at 
Montreal to vote for him or them, and in the event of such absent 

partner or partners not giving such power he or they shall be as 
much bound by the decision of the partners present, as those 
who may be represented, as if he or they had been present 
and had personally voted, it being the fault of such partner or 

partners, if he or they are not represented. And the Agent of the 
said New Co. at the depot or Rendezvous on Lake Superior shall 
always vote as the attorney of the partners of the said New Co., 
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who are not wintering partners, and he may also represent any 
wintering partner who shall see fit to appoint him as their attorney 
by a special power. And it is further agreed and understood by the 
parties hereto, that the said Sir Alexander MacKenzie may, after 

the 30th day of November 1809 transfer and make over, one of his 
said money shares to Alexander Dowie his Nephew, if he thinks fit 
so to do. In Witness whereof the said parties to These Presents 
have hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their Seals, at 
Montreal, the day and year first above written. 

Signed, Sealed, and delivered (Signed) Alex. MacKenzie (L.S.) 
in the presence of “ Thomas Forsyth by 

(Signed) T. A. Turner John Richardson & 
a Will. Ireland John Forsyth his att. “‘ 

** John Richardson “ 
** John Forsyth ad 
“Alex. Ellice by 

John Richardson & } 
(Signed) John Wills by John Forsyth his att. “ 

Alex. McKenzie his att. (L.S.) “John Inglis by 

“ John Haldane by John Richardson & 
John Richardson his att. “* John Forsyth his ate. “ 

“© & John Forsyth, his do “ “James Forsyth by 
“ Thomas Forsyth by John Richardson & 

John Richardson John Forsyth his att. “* 
& John Forsyth his att. ‘ John Ogilvy “ 

“ Thomas Forsyth by ) Trustees “© John Mure by 

John Richardson & | of the John Ogilvy his att. “ 

John Forsyth Estateof “Alex. McKenzie by 
his att. >Leith Alex. McKenzie his att. “ 

“ John Richardson | Jameson “© John Mcdonald by 
“ John Forsyth & Co. Alex. McKenzie his att. “ 

(L.S.) ‘* James Leith by 
“ Thomas Thain (L.S.) Alex’. McKenzie his att. 

Whereas the parties holding money and indemnity shares in the 
foregoing agreement have on the 19th day of July last, at the Grand 
Portage, entered into a separate agreement with the wintering 
partners named in the said foregoing agreement; It is hereby 
covenanted and agreed that the fifth article of the said foregoing 
agreement, in as far as the same respects the exonerating and dis- 
charging the said wintering partners, is hereby rescinded and 
annulled; and that the said agreement entered into as aforesaid 
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at the Grand Portage and bearing date the 19th day of July last 
shall be taken as the rule and followed and observed in all things 
whatsoever respecting the said wintering partners. 

In witness whereof the parties to these presents have hereunto 
set their Hands and affixed their Seals, at Montreal this 19th day 
of October in the year of our Lord 1805. 

Signed, Sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 

(Signed) Thos. A. Turner Signed by every 
“ W. Ireland Individual & representation 

of foregoing page 
which See. 

19: Minutes or THE MEETINGS oF THE NortH West CoMPANY AT 

GRanD PorTaGE AND Fort Wix114M, 1801-1807, with SupPLe- 
MENTARY AGREEMENTS.! 

[Baby Collection, Sulpician Library, Montreal. 

AT a MEETING of the North West Company, held at the Grand 

Portage the 30th June 1801— 

Present Simon McTavish 
Willm McGillivray 
Angus Shaw 
Roderick Mackenzie 

Alexander McLeod 

Daniel McKenzie 

William MacKay 
John Mcdonald 
Donald McTavish 

1The manuscript volume containing these minutes and supplementary 
agreements was found among the papers of Samuel Gerrard, one of the trustees 

appointed by Simon McGillivray in 1826 to administer the affairs of McTavish, 

McGillivrays and Company, and of McGillivrays, Thain and Company. The 
volume is apparently a copy of the original, and must have gone to Samuel 
Gerrard with other documents relating to the North West Company, which have 
since disappeared. 
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John Mcdonell 
Archd Norman McLeod 

Peter Grant 

John Sayer & 
Charles Chaboillez 

It was unanimously Resolved—that the Gentlemen whose names 
follow should be admitted Partners of the North West Company 
for one Forty sixth share each, their Interest in the same to 
Commence with the Outfit of the Year 1802 vizt 

Hugh McGillis 
Alexander Henry 

Jean Bte Cadotte 
John McGillivray 
James McKenzie & 
Simon Fraser 

Provided they formally accept the same— 

Signed Simon McTavish 
“ Wm McGillivray 

Angus Shaw 
“ Alexr McLeod 

“ Roderic McKenzie 

“ Daniel McKenzie 

“ William McKay 

John Sayer 
“ Daniel McTavish 
“ Peter Grant 

a John Mcdonald 
“ Archd Norman McLeod 

“ John Mcdonell 
“ Charles Chaboillez & 

A New Copy “ Rod: McKenzie for} 
J. C. Stewart John Finlay 

Wuereas by the 21st Article of the present North West Com- 
panys Agreement it is stipulated that any Partner of the North 
West Company upon conducting himself in a manner unworthy 
of his situation should be expelled the same, And whereas it is 
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notorious that many of the Clerks and Interpreters at present in 
the Companys Service are frequently guilty of Drunkeness & 
thereby rendered incapable of performing this duties they owe to 
the Concern—to prevent therefore this (greatest of Evils) from 
gaining Ground and, if possible, to root it out altogether:—It is 
resolved.— 

That henceforward any Partner of the Concern who can be 
proved by undoubted Evidence, to have been in the Wintering 
Ground from Liquor rendered incapable of Conducting his Busi- 
ness—shall be subject to the Penalties of the above Article of the 
North West Agreement—And any Clerk or Interpreter found 
guilty of this Vice in the Wintering Grounds or along the road 
shall forfeit his Wages for the Current year, and it shall be in- 
cumbent on all the Gentlemen of the Concern to report the Conduct 
of such People as are within their Districts every Summer at this 

Place. 
Grand portage 30 June 1801 

Signed Simon McTavish 
Wm. McGillivray 
Angus Shaw 
Roderick McKenzie 
Alexander McLeod 
John Sayer 
Donald McTavish 
Charles Chabiollez 

a true Copy Daniel Mackenzie 
J. C. Stewart William McKay 

Peter Grant 
A. N. McLeod 
John Mcdonell 
John Mcdonald 

We hereby accept of the Shares alotted to us by virtue of the 
Resolve passed this day, and having perused the North West 
Agreement bearing date the 30‘8 October 1795 and since ratified 
and Confirmed—bind ourselves strictly to observe the same with 
all the Clauses Conditions and Penalties thereof, holding ourselves 
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bound as fully and amply to all intents and purposes as if Partners 
subscribing to the Original Agreement above referred to 

Grand portage 30th June 1801 
Witness Signed H. McGillis 

J. C. Stewart Alexr Henry 
Signd H. Mackenzie J. Bte Cadotte 

John MacGillivray 

The proprietors of the Grand portage 4th July 1801 
North West Co. } 
Gentlemen 

By the 11th Article of the North West Company’s existing 
Agreement, it is Stipulated and agreed, that during the term of the 
present Concern, any partner holding Two Forty-sixths Shares in 
Said Company may retire from all attendance on the Business on 
relinquishing one forty Sixth Share thereof to the Concern; and as 
it is my intention to avail myself of Such Clause, I hereby Resign 
and Relinquish in favor of said Company one forty Sixth Share 
of the two I hold by the present existing Agreement, reserving to 
myself the eventual profit that may arise on my remaining forty 
Sixth Share until the end of the now existing Concern—I remain 

Gentlemen 

Your Obedient humble Serv'. 

(Signed) Rod. Mackenzie 

WHEREAS it was unanimously determined upon by all the 
Partners of the West Company present at the place in the month 
of July last, that McTavish Frobisher & Company should purchase 
the Stock of the King’s domains or Tadousac Posts for this Concern 

at the Ensuing Sale, and that Angus Shaw, one of the said Partners 
should take upon himself the management thereof. And whereas 
in consequence of, and conformable to the above determination 
the said McTavish Frobisher & Company have purchased the 
Lease aforesaid for the Term of Twenty years from the first of 
October next ensuing one eight hundred and two, for the sum of 

one thousand and Twenty Five Pounds Currency per annum, and 

further to consolidate and secure unmolested the Trade thereof, did 

also purchase the Lease of the private Seignory of Mille vaches 
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belonging to Peter Stuart Esquire of Quebec and others for the 
Sum of Three hundred Pounds per annum for the same length of 
time. 

It is now resolved that the said purchases and arrangements 
is hereby approved of and assumed by the North West Company, 
and that the said Angus Shaw Shall undertake the Superintendence 
and Control of the Company’s Agents for the manner with the 
Partners conducting Departments in the North West/take the 
management thereof, for which purpose he will make the City of 
Quebec his place of Residence making an annual Tour every 
summer /or when ever his presence is required/of the Posts that 
now are, or may be established for the further extension and 
benefit of the said Trade. He to retain his full Share and Interest 
in the North West Company to all intents and purposes as if a 
wintering partner conducting a Department in the north west. 
And to enable him to defray the Expence that will necessarily 
attend the hiring proper Stores for the business at Quebec, or 
other casual expenditures—McTavish Frobisher and Company 
hereby agree to relinquish in favor of the said Angus Shaw the 
Commission they are entitled to, on the Outfitt and Revenue of the 
said department— 

It is also resolved that in case of the retiring or death of the 
said Angus Shaw before the Expiration of this Concern, then a 
legal majority of this Concern to appoint such other person as to 
them appears the most fit and proper for the Station, Such Person 
being a wintering partner of the North West Company, to whom 
after such appointment, said McTavish Frobisher and Company 

agree to give up the Commissions in like manner as they do to 
Angus Shaw, in order to Defray the Expenses of Storage and a 
Clerk.—Grand portage the 6th day of July 1802 

(Signed) (Signed) 

Wm. McGillivray for self “4 Duncan Cameron 
McTavish Frobisher & Co William McGillivray 
Alex: McLeod for Aneas Cameron 
Donald McTavish William McGillivray 
John Mcdonnell for Wm. Thorburn 
Archd. Nor: McLeod Rod: McKenzie 
John Sayer for Peter Grant 
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John Finlay Duncan McGillivray 
James Hughes for Alexr. Fraser 
Duncan Cameron Duncan McGillivray 
H. McGillis for Ch: Chaboillez 
Alex’. Henry Wm. McKay 
J. BY. Cadotte Wm. McKay 
John McGillivray for Alex. McKay 

J. C. Stewart witness} Signed 
J. G. McTavish do 

a True Copy } 
H. Mackenzie 

Waereas in the 10th Article of the Agreement of the 
North West Company bearing date the 5th July 1802 it is stipulated 
and agreed upon that a list of the Wintering Partners shall be 
made out to establish the order of Rotation in which the said 
partners shall be allowed to go to Montreal, and that the said 

Concern shall decide yearly what number can be spared from the 
business; which number in any case whatever, is not to exceed Five. 

It is therefore resolved conformable to the above Agreement 
that the wintering Partners Shall be allowed to go down in the 
following order Viz 

William Mackay 
Arch*?. Nor: McLeod 
Peter Grant 
Daniel Mackenzie 
John Mcdonald 
John Sayer 
John Mcdonald 
John Finlay 
Charles Chaboillez 
Duncan Cameron 

James Hughes 
Alexander McKay 

Hugh McGillis 
Alexander Henry 

Jean Baptiste Cadotte 
John McGillivray 
James McKenzie 
Simon Fraser 
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In Witness whereof the Partners present have hereunto set their 
hands at the Grand portage this 10th of July 1802 

(Signed) William Mackay 

“ Archd. Nor: Macleod 
“ Donald Mactavish 

John Sayer 
“ John Macdonell 
“ John Finlay 

Duncan Cameron 
James Hughes 

“ H. McGillis 
Alexr. Henry 

“ J. Bte. Cadotte 
" John McGillivray 
“ McTavish Frobisher & Co 

Witnesses 
J. C. Stewart |Stened 
J. G. McTavish 

A true Copy 
H. Mackenzie 

Conventions faites entre les Agents de la Compagnie du Nord 
Quest soussignés, & Michel Cadotte, pour le Commerce de la 
pointe Chaguamigon, de la Riviére des Sauteux, & de lac des 
Courte oreilles, pour l’espace de trois années, 4 commencer par 
PEnvoye de l'année 1803 et 4 conclure avec |’Envoye de l’année 
1805. Les Conditions telles qui suivent—Savoir— 

Premiere—Que la dite Compagnie du Nord Ouest et le dit Michel 
Cadotte seront de moitié en tous Profits ou Pertes qui 
pourront resulter de ce Commerce. 

Seconde—Que les Marchandises, Boissons, & Vivres—Comis et 
Hommes proprises, pour cette Société seront fournis et 
Engagés par la dite Compagnie du Nord Ouest, a la raison 
de quarante per Cent sur les prix de Montreal pour les 
Marchandises séches—Soixante-Quinze per Cent sur les 
prix de Montreal pour |’amunition, et le Tabac, & pour les 
Boissons, Graisse, Provisions, et les Ferrailles Cent per Cent 
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sur les dites prix. La farine et le bled qu’il faut, aux prix 
des Inventaires de la dite Compagnie du Nord Ouest. 

Troisitme—Que les hommes montant de Montreal & qui y’ont 
recus des avances, seront recus par cette Société, et le 
montant de leurs avances mis A Compte sans en rien deduire 
—toutes les autres avances faites par la dite Compagnie 
seront mises A Compte a la raison d’une moitié pourv que 
telle moitié n’excede pas la somme de Mil livres ancien 

Cours, & quand cette Société les rendra a la Compagnie ce 
sera aux mémes conditions. 

Quatriéme—Que les Castors & Pelletries appartenants a la dite 
Société seront recus par la dite Societé du Nord Ouest aux 

prix suivantes—étant Cours Ancien—Savoir— 
Les Castors... 00.0... cece eee 11 la livre 

Martres.......0 ccc cee eee ees @ 5 

Pecans... 0.0... cc eens “ 6 

Loutres. 2.2... 0.00.02. eee eee . “ 20 

Visons ..... 0... cece eee rs) 

Loupserviers..............--0--- * 10 
Rats Musquées.. ............... “15 
Peaux d’ours.......... 000.0 e ee * 60 

“ @oursons..............0-- “30 

“en parchement............ “ 12 
“des Chevreuils............ “4.10 

Le Sucre 15 sols la livre, et la Gomme 12 sols la livre, & bien 

entendu que ces peaux soient de recette, & que toutes 

pelletries d’Eté ou vicié seront 4 demi-prix. 
Cinquiéme—Que les Marchandises et les autres effets qui pourront 

y avoir de reste chaqu’année aprés la traite faite, seront 
mis 4 avoir du Compte de cette Societé avec les Retours 
aux prix de ces Conventions, & que les Comptes seront 

reglés et signés une fois par année. 
Sixiéme—Que le dit Michel Cadotte s’oblige de ne pas envoyer ou 

12 

faire aucune Traite avec les Sauvages des Postes occupés 
par la dite Compagnie du Nord Ouest—hormis que des 
Gens opposés A la dite Compagnie dans leur commerces et 
qui pourrons étre ses voisins soient pour aller en derouine 
ou autrement faire tort aux dits Postes—alors et dans ce 
cas Monr Cadotte ferra son possible pour leur nuire. 



178 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

Septiéme—II est convenu entre les Parties soussignés que—si les 
Peaux d’ours et oursons diminuent en valeur d’ici au bout 
de deus ans—alors que les prix seront reglés en conscience 
A proportion des prix de Londre—Mais pour deux envoyés il 
n’y aura aucun Changement— 

Huitiéme—Que les Parties soussignés—c’est A dire, William 
McGillivray and Duncan McGillivray agents de la dite 
Compagnie du Nord Ouest d’un part, & Michel Cadotte 
de l’autre part, se lient & s’obligent les uns aux autres de 
suivre fidellement ces conventions pendant le tems specifié 
en toutes ces articles sous les Peines d’une Somme de 
trois cens Livres cours actuel, que Je parti manquant payera 
un parti qui suivra ces Conventions. Fois de quel Les 
Soussignés ont passé et signé cette acte de convention a 

Kamanitiquia ce sixiéme Jour de Juillet l’an Mil huit Cent 
et Trois. 

Michel Cadotte 

Temoins 
H. Mackenzie W. McGillivray ae 
J. C. Stewart D. McGillivray j of N.W. Co. 

Vu que l’acte ci dessu doit echoer avec l’Envoye de |’an 
1805 & que les deux Partis veulent fa renouveller pour un 
terme de trois années consecutifs, 4 commencer avec 

VEnvoye de an mil huit cent & six, et a finir avec celle 

de Mil huit cent & huit.—II est arretté, par ces presents, 
que le dit Convention sera aux mémes conditions que \’acte 
ci dessus, a l’exception de la seconde article, que sera 
changer en ce qui suit, Scavoir:—la Marchandises séches 
seront a trente trois €@ un tier pour cent, de benefice, sur 

le pris de Montreal—la poudre—tabac & ferailles A soixante 
et quinze pour cent; et la plomb, vivres, & boissons a cent 
per cent de Benefice sur méme prix—datté 4 Kamanitiquia 
lan Mil huit Cent & cing le cing de Juillet & ont signés 
en presence des temoins 

Michel Cadotte 

Temoins W. McGillivray | Agents 
John Pickel, Junr D. McGillivray | N.W. Co. 
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Know all men by these Presents that whereas Simon MacTavish, 
John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William 
Hallowell, and Roderick McKenzie, Angus Shaw, Donald Mac- 
Tavish, John Macdonell, Archibald Norman MacLeod, Alexander 
Macdougall, Charles Chaboillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alex- 

ander Fraser, Duncan Cameron, John Finlay, James Hughes, 
Hugh MacGilles, Alexander Henry, Jean Baptiste Cadotte, John 
McGillivray, William MacKay, John Macdonald, Duncan Cam- 

eron, Alexander MacKay, James McKenzie and Simon Fraser. 
Have made and entered into certain Articles of Copartnership 

for Carrying on a Trade and Commerce in the North West or 
Indian Country and other Places bearing even date with these 
Presents—and whereas it is in and by the said articles of Co- 
partnership amongst other things Stipulated and agreed that the 
Several Parties thereto shall make, and execute a Power of attorney 
in due form of Law to the said Simon McTavish, John Gregory, 
William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell, 
and Roderick MacKenzie for the Purpose thereon Contained. 

Now know Ye, that the said Angus Shaw, Donald McTavish, 
John Macdonell, Archibald Norman MacLeod, Alexander Mac- 
dougall, Charles Chaboillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexander 

Fraser, Aeneas Cameron, John Finlay, James Hughes, Hugh 
McGilles, Alexander Henry, Jean Baptiste Cadotte, John McGilli- 

vray, William MacKay, John Macdonald, Duncan Cameron, 

Alexander MacKay, James MacKenzie and Simon Fraser. 

Have and each of them hath made, Constituted, and appointed, 
and by these Presents Do and each of them doth make Constitute 
and appoint the said Simon MacTavish, John Gregory, William 
McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell and Rode- 
rick MacKenzie, or any two of them of whom the said Simon 
MacTavish, John Gregory, William McGillivray Duncan McGilli- 
vray William Hallowell and Roderick McKenzie shall be one, their 
Lawful attornies and attorney for the said Constituents, and in 
their name or names, and to and for their use as Copartners under 
the aforesaid articles of Agreement, to ask, demand, sue for, 

recover and receive, all and every such sum and sums of Money, 
Goods, effects, debts, and demands whatsoever which now are 

or hereafter may become due by any person or persons whatsoever 
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unto the said Constituents or Copartners as aforesaid and in 
default of Payment and satisfaction thereof to have, use and 

take all Lawful ways and means in the name or names of the said 
Constituents for the recovery thereof by a suit or suits at Law, 
attachment, arrest or otherwise, to submit the same to Arbitration, 
and enter into all necessary Bonds to that Effect—Also to Com- 
pound and agree for the same, as the said attornies or either of 
them shall see meet and Case require—and upon receipt and 
recovery of all or any the said Debts, dues, Sum or Sums of Money, 
Goods and Effects or any of them, or any part thereof Sufficient 
acquittances and discharges for the same for the said Constituents 
and every of them as Copartners as aforesaid to make and give. 

As also for the said Constituents and in their name and behalf 
as Copartners as aforesaid to accede and agree to the retiring and 
withdrawing of any Partner or Partners from the aforesaid Co- 
partnership and Concern, who may be desirous to retire from the 
same, upon the terms and Conditions Expressed in the aforesaid 
articles of agreement or upon such other terms and Conditions as 
to the said attornies or any two of them as herein before Ex- 
pressed shall appear advantageous to the said Concern, and to 
Procure, Receive and Receipt from every such Partner so retiring 
a sufficient Transfer and assignment in writing of all his Right 
share and Interest in the said Concern, meant and intended to 

be made over thereto, agreeable to the aforesaid article of Agree- 
ment, and if need be, to appear as Parties on such assignment 
and for and on behalf of the said Constituents to sign and accept 

the same. 
Also for the said Constituents and in their name and behalf 

as Copartners as aforesaid, to make and Conclude any bargain, 
Agreement, Purchase, Sale or other thing touching and Concern- 

ing the said Company and Copartnership or the Property thereof 
as the said attornies or any two of them as herein before Ex- 
pressed May Conceive to be for the Benefit and advantage of 
the said Concern and for them the said Constituents and in their 
name and behalf as Copartners as aforesaid and when the Case 
may require to Carry into force and Effect all, every, or any of 
the Resolves made and passed at any of the meetings of the said 
Concern annually held at the Grand Portage, and to that Effect 
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and whenever the same may be necessary in any of the aforesaid 
instances, to sign, Seal, execute, and deliver in due form of Law 

all and every Act Deed and Convention or agreement the said 
attornies or either of them, Shall or may in the name and behalf 
aforesaid make, Conclude, and Agree upon, with any person or 
persons whatsoever in and about the Premises. 

And also in Case any loss injury or damage Shall be done or 

Occasioned to the said Concern or the Interests thereof by any 
Person or Persons whatsoever, then for the said Constituents and 

in their name and behalf aforesaid to institute a suit ot suits 
against such person or persons for all such Loss injury or damage, 
and the same to Carry on and Prosecute until full and entire 
Satisfaction shall be had and obtained in that behalf, to agree 
and Compound touching the same, and to give all necessary 

discharges when Satisfied, and in General to do execute and 
perform all and every such further and other Lawful and Reason- 
able acts and Deeds matters and things whatsoever needful and 
requisite for the several Purposes herein before mentioned as 
fully and Effectually to all intents and Purposes as the said 
Constituents or either of them might or could do if Personally 
Present. The said Constituents hereby willing and intending 

that the Present power of attorney shall have all the force and 

Effect meant and intended in and by the aforesaid articles of 

Copartnership and to Continue and remain until an Express 

Revocation thereof in Writing signified to the said attornies—and 

for the better Carrying into Effect all and every the matters 

herein before mentioned and Contained the said Constituents in 
their name and Capacity aforesaid Do hereby authorize and 
empower the said Simon MacTavish, John Gregory, William 
McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell, and 
Roderick MacKenzie to nominate and appoint one or more 
attorney or attornies under them for the Purposes aforesaid, 
Ratifying and hereby Promising to ratify allow and Confirm all 
and whatsoever the said attorneys or any two of them as herein 
before Expressed shall Lawfully do or cause to be done in and 
about the Premises by Virtue of these Presents—In witness 
whereof the said Constituents have hereunto set their Hands 
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and Seals at the Grand Portage the Sixth day of July one 
Thousand Eight Hundred and two 

Signed Angus Shaw Jn. McGillivray 
Signed sealed Angus Shaw for William McKay 
& Delivered in Alexr. Macdougall William McKay for 
Presence of Donald McTavish Alexr. McKay 
J. C. Stewart Jno. Macdonell Duncan Cameron 
J.G. MacTavish A. N. McLeod Jno. MacDonald 
John K. Welles Jno. Sayer James McKenzie 

Jno. Finlay Simon Fraser 
James Hughes 
Hugh McGillis 
Alexr. Henry 
Jean Bte Cadotte 

At a MEETING of the Proprietors of the North West Company 
held at Kaminitiquia the 9th day of July 1803 

Present William McGillivray Jno. Sayer 
Duncan McGillivray James MacKenzie 
William MacKay Simon Fraser & 
A. N. MacLeod Duncan Cameron 
Jno. Macdonald 

It was Resolved that Mr. David Thomson now in the Companys 
service at Athabasca be, and he is hereby nominated and ap- 
pointed to two ninety second Shares in said Company formed by 

the Agreement enter’d into the 5th day of July 1802— Provided 
he accepts and Satisfies the same and all its Clauses; his Interest 
in the same to Commence with the Outfit of the year one Thou- 
sand Eight Hundred and four— 

Signed William McGillivray 
Witness Duncan McGillivray 
J. C. Stewart “ William McKay 
Jno. K. Welles “ A. N. McLeod 

“ Jno. Macdonald 
“ Jno. Sayer 
“ James McKenzie 

a true Copy “ Simon Fraser & 
J. C. Mackenzie “ Duncan Cameron 
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Wuereas by certain articles of Agreement entered into at the 

Grand Portage on the fifth day of July one thousand Eight 

hundred and two, a society or Concern was formed and Con- 

stituted under the name and denomination of the North West 
Compy, to Commence with the Outfit of the year one thousand 

Eight hundred and three, and to be Composed of certain Persons 

Parties thereto, and others to be admitted Partners therein and 

to be conducted, regulated and Carried on under the terms 

Conditions and stipulations mentioned and Contained in said 

agreement. 

And whereas by the twelfth article of said Agreement, it is 

stipulated ‘That from the remote situation of many of the said 

Parties, their distance from each other, and the Consequent 

possibility of any or either of them conducting him or themselves 

in such a manner as to injure the said Concern or its Interest, or 

otherwise, to render him or themselves unworthy by other im- 

proper Conduct of Continuing a partner in the Concern. It is 

therefore expressly agreed upon, and it is the will and intention 

of the said Parties to these Present, that when such misconduct 

or Neglect shall appear evident and Satisfactorily proved to the 
majority therein before established of the said Concern, and be 

by them so expressed to the Party or Parties so neglecting or 

misconducting themselves, he or they may in every such case 

be expelled from the said Company or Concern and his or their 

Interest therein shall thereupon cease and determine, and the 

same shall revert to, and become vested in the said Concern who 

are hereby authorised to appropriate and dispose of the same in 

such manner as they shall see fit”. And whereas Jean Baptiste 

Cadotte one of the said Parties to the aforesaid agreement, 

holding two ninety Second Shares by virtue thereof, in said 

Concern, Has conducted himself improperly by neglecting his 

duty and indulging in drunkenness and Riot since the period of 

the Commencement of the said Copartnership or Concern, 

whereby he has render’d Himself unworthy and unfit to Con- 

tinue any Longer a Partner therein. It is therefore unanimously 

Resolved at a meeting of the Proprietors of the North West 
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Compy held at Kaminitiquia on the nineteenth day of July one 

thousand Eight Hundred and three. 

Present William McGillivray Charles Chaboillez 
Duncan McGillivray Peter Grant 
William McKay Duncan Cameron 
Donald MacTavish Hugh MacGilles & 
John Macdonald Alexr. Henry 

A. N. MacLeod 

That conformable to the said article Twelfth, the said Jean 

Baptiste Cadotte be, and, he is, hereby deprived of his said 

Two ninety second Shares, and he is hereby expelled from the 

said North West Company and deprived of every Share and 

Interest therein as fully and effectually as if he had never been 

a Partner or signed the said Agreement. In Witness the said 

Parties have hereunto set their Hands and Seals this nineteenth 

day of July in the year one thousand eight Hundred and three 

at Kam® 
Signed William McGillivray 

Signed Sealed and Duncan McGillivray 

Delivered in Presence of William McKay 

Jno K. Welles Dond McTavish 

J. C. Stewart Jno. Macdonald 
A. N. McLeod 
Charles Chaboillez 
Peter Grant 

Duncan Cameron 

Hugh McGilles & 
Alexr. Henry 

Know all men by these Presents, that we William McKay, 

Donald McTavish, John Macdonald, Archibald Norman McLeod, 

Charles Chaboillez, Peter Grant, Duncan Cameron, Hugh 

McGilles and Alexander Henry, Proprietors in the Company or 

Concern trading to the North West or Indian Country under the 

name or denomination of the North West Company having 

taken into Consideration the conduct of Jean Baptist Cadotte 

one of our Partners in the said Concern holding two ninety 

second Shares thereof, find it to have been highly improper and 
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inconsistent with his duty and with the Character of a Partner 

of the North West Company, he having during the last Winter 
indulged himself in drunkenness and Riot to the great loss and 
injury of the said Concern. 

And whereas by articles of Agreement bearing date the fifth 
day of July one Thousand Eight Hundred and two by which 
the said Company is Constituted and appointed, it is expressly 
Stipulated and agreed upon in the twelfth article thereof that 
any Partner conducting himself improperly, neglecting his duty 
or being guilty of other unworthy Conduct, shall be deprived of 
his Shares and Interest in the said Concern and expelled from 
the same, by a Majority of the Partners present at any of the 
Annual Meetings of the Concern held at the Grand Portage or 
else where, provided such misconduct or neglect shall appear 
evident and Satisfactorily proved to said Majority, And whereas 
it does appear evident and satisfactorily proved to us the said 
William MacKay, Donald MacTavish, John Macdonald, Archi- 

bald Norman McLeod, Charles Chaboillez, Peter Grant, Duncan 
Cameron, Hugh McGilles and Alexander Henry—being all the 
Wintering Partners present and forming a legal Majority of the 
Concern, that the said Jean Bte Cadotte has Conducted himself 
improperly: It is therefore unanmously Resolved the He is un- 
worthy and unfit to Continue any longer in the said Concern or 
to enjoy any benefit or advantage therefrom and that the said 
Jean Baptiste Cadotte Conformable to the said Article twelfth 
in the aforesaid Articles of Agreement, be, and he is hereby 
deprived of his said two ninety second Shares, and of every right 
and Interest whatsoever in said Concern, and that he be, and he 

is hereby expelled from the same, in such manner that every title 
Interest or Expectation he may held therein may cease and 
determine from this Period, as fully and Effectually as if he had 
never been a Partner in the said Concern or never signed the said 
Agreement—and whereas the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte (Not- 
withstanding his Scandalous Conduct) May thro’ resentment or 

the instigation of others, be incited to sue or Prosecute the said 
North West Company or its Agents at Montreal for damages or 

for a Continuation of his Shares therein—Now Know ye that 
We the said William McKay, Donald McTavish, John Mac- 

donald, A. N. McLeod, Charles Chaboillez, Peter Grant, Duncan 
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Cameron, Hugh MacGilles, and Alexander Henry Have made, 
named authorized and appointed and by these Presents Do make, 
name—authorize, and appoint Simon MacTavish Jno Gregory 

William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell 

and Roderick MacKenzie under the firm of McTavish Frobisher 
& Coy, our Partners and Agents in the said Concern at Montreal 
or any two of them, our attornies for us and in our behalf and 
for themselves as Partners to ratify and Confirm our said 
Resolve—expelling the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte and to expel— 

and cause to be expelled in any necessary form of Law the said 
Jean Baptiste Cadotte from the aforesaid Concern and deprive 
him as aforesaid of every Share, Right and Interest and ex- 
pectation therein as Effectually as if the said Jean Bapte Cadotte 
never had been a Partner in the same and any deed, act or 
Instrument for this purpose requisite or necessary for us and in 
our names to sign, seal, Execute, and deliver us, and for our 

Acts and Deeds, and do or perform every matter and thing 
which shall be found necessary or requisite for us to Sign, Exe- 
cute, and deliver, do or Perform in order to Carry into force and 

effect the said Resolve expelling the said Jean Baptiste Cadotte 
as aforesaid as fully and Effectually to all intents and purposes 
as we ourselves might or could do, if personally Present at 
Montreal—Hereby ratifying, allowing and Confirming all and 
whatsoever our said attornies for us and for themselves as 
Partners shall do or Cause to be done in the premises by Virtue 
of these Presents. 

In Witness whereof we have hereunto Set our Hands and 
Seals at Kaminitiquia this nineteenth day of July in the year 
of our Lord one Thousand Eight Hundred and three. 

Signed William MacKay 

Signed Sealed and Donald McTavish 
delivered in Presence of “ Jno. Macdonald 
Jno. K. Welles signed “ A. N. MacLeod 
J. C. Stewart “ Charles Chaboillez 

Peter Grant 

Duncan Cameron 

“ Hugh McGilles & 

Alexr. Henry 
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Wuereas by Article twenty first of the North West Companys 
agreement bearing date the thirtieth day of October one Thou- 
sand Seven hundred and ninety five, it is Stipulated and agreed, 
That any Partner or Partners conducting him or themselves in 
such manner as to injure the Concern established by said agree- 
ment or the Interest thereof or otherwise rendering himself or 
themselves unworthy by other improper Conduct of Continuing 
a Partner in the same: It is expressly agreed upon that when 

such Conduct or Neglect shall appear evident and Satisfactorily 
proved to the Majority of !the said Concern, and shall be by them 
so expressed to the Party or Parties so neglecting or misconduct- 
ing themselves, He or they may in such case be expelled from 
the said Company or Concern, and his or their Interest shall 

thereupon cease and determine, and revert to and become the 

Property of the Concern.—And whereas at a meeting of the 
North West Company held at the Grand Portage on the thirtieth 
of June one Thousand Eight Hundred and one. It was unani- 
mously agreed upon and Resolved that Jean Baptiste Cadotte, 
then Clerk to the Concern, should be admitted a Partner to hold 

one forty sixth Share in said North West Company, provided he 
should formally accept the same.—And whereas the said Jean 
Bapte Cadotte did on the same day formally Accept the said 
one forty sixth share, binding himself Strictly to the observance 
of all Clauses Conditions and Penalties Contained in Said Agree- 
ment bearing date the thirtieth day of October one Thousand 
Seven Hundred and ninety five in as full and ample a Manner 
as if he had been a Party thereof Originally and had Subscribed 
his name to the same.—And whereas at a meeting of the North 
West Compy held at Kaminitiquia on the nineteenth day of July 
one Thousand Eight Hundred and three to take into Considera- 
tion The affairs of the Concern. It does appear evident and 
satisfactorily proved to the Parties Present (whose name are sub- 
scribed underneath) that the said Jean Bapte Cadotte has con- 
ducted himself improperly and by neglecting his duty last Winter 
has caused a severe loss to the Concern, whereby he has rendered 

himself unworthy of Confidence and of Continuing any longer a 
Partner in the Said Company—lIt is thereby Resolved Conform- 

able to the said Article twenty first of said Agreement entered 
into on the Thirtieth day of October one Thousand Seven 
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Hundred and ninety five, and afterwards ratified and Confirmed, 
that the said Jean Bapte Cadotte be, and he is hereby deprived 
of his Share, and expelled from the Concern, and that his Interest 

therein shall cease and Determine with the return of the Outfit 
of the year one Thousand Eight Hundred and two and shall 
revert to, and become the Property of the Concern, to be by 
them disposed of as they shall see fit. 

In Witness whereof the Parties present have hereto set their 
Hands and Seals at Kam* this nineteenth day of July one 
Thousand Eight Hundred and three 

Signed William McGillivray for self 
Signed Sealed & McTavish Frobisher & Co/15 
and Delivered in the Duncan McGillivray 
Presence of William McKay 
Jno K. Welles }sq Peter Grant 

J. C. Stewart A. N. MacLeod 
Dond McTavish 
Duncan Cameron 
Charles Chaboillez 

Hugh McGilles 
Jno Macdonald 
Alexr Henry 

Jno McDonald for Jas Hughes 
A. N. McLeod for 
Jno Finlay 

i a oo’ 

Votes 26 

Know all men by these Presents, whereas Simon MacTavish, 
John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William 
Hallowell and Roderick McKenzie, Composing the firm of Mc- 
Tavish Frobisher & Coy, Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, William 

MacKay, Donald MacTavish, John Macdonald, Archibald Norman 
McLeod, John Macdonald, Alexander Macdougall, Charles Cha- 

boillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexander Fraser, Aneas Cameron, 

John Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Hugh McGilles, 

Alexander Henry, John McGillivray, Alexander MacKay, James 
McKenzie, and Simon Fraser, now carrying on Trade and Com- 
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merce to the North West or Indian Country and other places as 
Copartners under the name and designation of the North West 
Company, under certain articles of Agreement for that Purpose 
made and entered into bearing date at the Grand Portage the 
fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred and two. And 
whereas the said Company having Confidence in the integrity and 

abilities of John Duncan Campbell heretofore one of their Clerks, 
and being desirous of admitting him as a Partner in the said Com- 
pany and Concern for one of the Shares therein now Vacant, and 
unappropriated under the Terms and Conditions in the said 
articles of Agreement mentioned and Contained—Now Know Ye 
that the said William McGillivray, Duncan MacGillivray, William 
MacKay, Donald MacTavish, A. N. McLeod, John Macdonald, 
Charles Chaboillez, Peter Grant, Duncan Cameron, Hugh MeGilles, 
and Alexr Henry, being present and the said William McGillivray 
and Duncan McGillivray as Attornies for and on behalf of the 

said Simon McTavish, John Gregory, William Hallowell, Roderick 
MacKenzie, Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, John Macdonell, 
Alexander Macdougall, John Sayer, Alexander Fraser, Aneas 
Cameron, John Finlay, James Hughes, John McGillivray, Alex- 
ander MacKay, James MacKenzie, and Simon Fraser, being absent 
from this Place, have sold, assigned, and made over, and by these 
Presents, do sell, assign, and make over to the said John Duncan 
Campbell, Now present and accepting, one full and equal ninety 
second Share in the aforesaid Company and Concern, beginning 
with the Outfit for the Year one thousand Eight Hundred and four 
being half of the Forty sixth share vacanted by Alexander MacLeod, 
on his Retiring last year under the North West Companys Agree- 
ment bearing date the Thirtieth day of October one Thousand 
Seven Hundred ninety and Five, and one of the ninety second 
Shares declined by said Alexr MacLeod in the Present Agreement 
dated the fifth day of July 1802) with all and every the right, bene- 
fits, and advantages, arising or to arise therefrom—To have and 
to Hold the said ninety second Share in the aforesaid Company or 
Concern, and all other the Premises hereby Resolved and assigned 
unto the said John Duncan Campbell, agreeable to the Terms 
and Conditions of the aforesaid articles of Agreement dated the 

fifth day of July one Thousand Eight Hundred and two, as fully 
and Effectually to all intents and Purposes, as any of the before 
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named Persons, being Partners in said Concern, now hold, exercise 

and enjoy their respective shares therein.—And whereas the said 
John Duncan Campbell by Virtue of this assignment hath become 
Partner in the aforesaid Company and Concern but not having 
been a Party to the aforesaid Articles of Agreement under and by 
virtue of which the said Company and Concern is constituted 
and Carried on, and this assignment made, and being desirous and 

willing in every respect to Conform and Comply with all and every 
the said Articles of Agreement which he now declares to have read 
and Perused, and to be therewith fully satisfied and Consenting 

thereto for that Purpose hath, and hereby doth bind and oblige 

himself Strictly to observe, comply with and submit to all and 
every the Clauses Stipulations, Penalties and obligations in the 
aforesaid articles of agreement mentioned and contained and every 

rule and regulations made or to be made, under and by Virtue 
thereof respecting the said Trade and Commerce as fully and 
effectually to all intents and Purposes as if the said John Duncan 
Campbell had been a Party thereto, had and with the Other 
Partners therein named signed and Subscribed the same, willing 
and intending that these Presents shall have the same force and 
effect. 
In witness whereof the said Parties to these Presents have to two 
Parts thereof interchangeable set their Hands & Seals at Kamini- 
tiquia this twenty second day of July one Thousand Eight Hundred 
and three. 

Signed John Duncan Campbell 
Signed Sealed and Delivd “ William McGillivray 
in Presence of “ Duncan McGillivray 

J. C. Stewart “ William McKay 
H. MacKenzie “ Donald MacTavish 

“ A. N. McLeod 

“ Jno Macdonald 
“ Charles Chaboillez 
“ Peter Grant 

Duncan Cameron 

Hugh McGilles 
Alexr Henry 

Know all men by these Presents, that whereas John Duncan 
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Campbell hath by an Act bearing even date with these Presents 
been admitted a Partner for one ninety second Share in the Com- 
pany and Concern now carried on to the North West or Indian 
Country, by Simon MacTavish, John Gregory, William McGilli- 
vray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell and Roderick 
MacKenzie, Composing the firm of McTavish Frobisher & Co, 

Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, William MacKay, Donald 
MacTavish, John Macdonell, Archibald Norman McLeod, John 

Macdonald, Alexander Macdougall, Charles Chaboillez, John Sayer, 
Peter Grant, Alexr Fraser, Aeneas Cameron, John Finlay, Duncan 

Cameron, James Hughes, Hugh McGilles, Alexander Henry, John 
McGillivray, James MacKenzie and Simon Fraser, under the name 
and designation of the North West Company, under certain 

Articles of Copartnership for that Purpose made and entered into 
bearing date the fifth day of July one thousand Eight hundred and 

two, and whereas in and by the said Articles of Agreement or 

Copartnership, it is amongst other things Stipulated and agreed, 

that every new Partner coming into the Concern shall make and 
execute a Power of Attorney in due form of Law to Simon Mac- 

Tavish, John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, 
William Hallowell, and Roderick MacKenzie, for the Purpose 

therein contained. Now Know Ye that the said John Duncan 
Campbell hath made Constituted and appointed, & by these 
Presents doth make, Constitute and appoint the said Simon 
MacTavish, John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan McGilli- 

vray, William Hallowell, and Roderick McKenzie, or any two of 

them, of whom the said Simon MacTavish, John Gregory, William 
McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell and Roderick 
McKenzie, shall be one, his Lawful attornies and attorney for the 

said Constituent, and in his name, and to and for his use as Co- 
partner under the aforesaid Articles of Agreement, to ask demand, 

sue for Recover and receive all and every such sum and sums of 

Money, Goods, Effects debts and demands whatsoever which now 

are or may hereafter become due by any Person or Persons what- 
soever unto the said John Duncan Campbell as Partner as afore- 
said; And in default of Payment, and satisfaction thereof to have, 

use and take all Lawful ways and means in the name of the said 
John Duncan Campbell for the recovery thereof by a suit or suits 
at Law, attachment, arrest or otherwise, to submit the same to 
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arbitration, and enter into all necessary bonds to that effect, also 

to Compound and agree for the same, as the said attornies or either 

of them shall see, meet, and the case require, and upon receipt 
and recovery of all or any the said Debts, dues, sum or sums of 
Money, Goods and Effects or any of them, or any part thereof. 
Sufficient acquittances, and discharges, for the same for the said 
John Duncan Campbell, as Copartner as aforesaid to make and give. 
As also for the said John Duncan Campbell and in his name, and 

behalf as Copartner as aforesaid to accede and agree to the Retiring 
and withdrawing of any Partner or Partners from the aforesaid 
Copartnership and Concern, who may be desirous to retire from 
the same, upon the Terms and Conditions expressed in the aforesaid 
articles of Agreement, or upon such other Terms and Conditions 
as to the said attornies or any two of them as herein before Ex- 
pressed, shall appear advantageous to the said Concern, and to 
Procure, receive and accept from every such Partner so retiring 

a sufficient Transfer and assignment in writing of all his rights 
share and Interest in the said Concern, mean and intended to be 

made overthereto agreeable to the aforesaid Articles of Agreement, 

and if need be, to appear as Parties in Such assignment, and for 
and on behalf of the said Said John Duncan Campbell—to sign 

and accept the same. 
Also for the said John Duncan Campbell and in his name and 

behalf as Copartner as aforesaid to make and Conclude any Bargain, 
Agreement, Purchase, Sale or other thing touching and Concerning 

the said Company and Copartnership or the Property thereof as 
the said attornies or any two of them as herein before Expressed 
may conceive to be for the benefit and advantage of the said Con- 
cern and for him the said John Duncan Campbell and in his name, 
and behalf as Copartner, as aforesaid, and when the case may 
require to carry into force and Effect all, every, or any of the 
Resolves made, and passed at any meeting of the Partners of the 

said Concern held annually at Kaminitiquia, and to Effect and 
whenever the same may be necessary in any of the aforesaid 
instances, to sign, seal, execute, and deliver in due form of Law 

all and every Act deed, Convention or agreement the said attornies 
or either of them, shall or may in the name and behalf aforesaid, 
make, Conclude, and agree upon with any Person or Persons 

whatsoever in and about the Premises.—And also in case any loss, 
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injury or damage, shall be done, or Occasioned to the said Concern 
or the Interest thereof by any Person or Persons whatsoever, 

then for the said John Duncan Campbell and in his name and 
behalf aforesaid to institute, a suit or suits against such Person or 

Persons for all such less, injury or damage and the same to Carry 

on and Prosecute until full and entire satisfaction shall be had 
and obtained, on that behalf to agree and Compound touching the 

same, and to give all and necessary discharges when satisfied—and 

in general to do execute, and Perform all and every such further 
and other Lawful and reasonable acts, and deeds matters and 

things whatsoever needful and requisite for the several Purposes 
herein before mentioned as fully and Effectually to all intents and 
Purposes as the said John Duncan Campbell might or could do if 
Personally present. 

The said John Duncan Campbell hereby willing and intending 
that the Present Power of attorney shall have all the force and 

Effect meant, and intended in and by the aforesaid Articles of 
Agreement, and to Continue and remain until an express revoca- 
tion thereof in writing signified to the said Attornies—And for the 
better Carrying into effect all and every the matters herein before 
mentioned and Contained the said John Duncan Campbell in his 
name and Capacity aforesaid doth hereby authorize and empower 
the said Simon MacTavish, John Gregory, William McGillivray, 
Duncan MacGillivray, William Hallowell and Roderick McKenzie 
to nominate and appoint one or more attorney or attornies under 
them for the purpose aforesaid—Ratifying, and hereby Promising 

to ratify allow and Confirm all and whatsoever the said attornies or 
any two of them as herein before expressed shall Lawfully do or 

cause to be done in and about the Premises by Virtue of these 
Presents. 

In witness whereof the said John Duncan Campbell hath 
hereunto Set his Hand and Seal at Kam? this twenty second day 
of July one Thousand Eight Hundred and three. 

Signed John Duncan Campbell 
Signed Sealed and Delivered 
in Presence of 
J. C. Stewart tg. 
H. MacKenzie Signed 

13 
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Wuereas the great sacrifices occasioned by the Opposition 
carrying on against the North West Company for five years 
successively and other causes, have considerably diminished the 
profits on the shares, and seems to point out the necessity of adopt- 
ing every measure by the concerned, that can tend to retrench 
expenses and introduce a system of Economy throughout the 
Country. And as it appears essential to the adoption of this 
system that certain regulations should be fixed upon, respecting 
the management of different Branches of the business in future— 
the Freight and Transport of their property and Canoes and the 
proper distribution of their Engagés going into and coming out 

from the Wintering Posts, becomes a matter of the greatest im- 
portance. The undersigned Proprietors therefore, at a general 

Meeting held at Kamanitiquia the fourth and afterwards the tenth 
day of July One thousand eight hundred and four, after due con- 
sideration have come to the following Resolves.— 

(st That the practice of making use of Light Canoes by 
Proprietors be entirely abolished throughout the North 
West departments. 

2d That every Proprietor shall attend his Canoes in Person 
in going in to and coming out from the Wintering Grounds. 

3d That no Proprietor shall have a less Load in his Canoe 
than Eight pieces under the regular Load of the Canoes of 
his Brigade, this to make room for his Baggage. 

4th That no Proprietor shall have more than one Man, over 
and above the number that are in his loaded Canoes. 

And as the want of punctuality in acting up to the above 

restrictions and regulations, must be attended with great & un- 
necessary expence to the Company—Any Proprietor failing to 

conform thereto, shall forfeit to the Concern the sum of Fifty 
pounds for every extra Man he may take into his Canoe either in 
going in, or in coming out and the sum of ten pounds for every 
piece of Goods he may have in his Canoe less than the number 
above specified.—It being however necessary that the Companys 
Agents at Kamanitiquia should be informed as early as possible 
every Spring of the occurrences at the different departments after 
the departure of the Winter Express. It is resolved, that one 
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light Canoe shall be appropriated to this purpose which shall 

collect all the letters the Proprietors may have to forward from 
their respective Quarters—for which purpose they will have such 
Papers as they wish to send in readiness on the road when the 
Canoe passes, And as one of the Proprietors of the Athabasca 
department should come annually to Kamanitiquia—it is thought 
necessary and proper that the Light Canoe shall come from that 
department only, it being otherways out of the power of such 

Proprietor to come out in time 
Signed W McGillivray 

Witness J. C. Stewart Rod McKenzie 
“John Pickel W McKay 

James Hughes 
Archd No: McLeod 
Charles Chaboillez 
David Thompson 
Alex Henry 
Alexander Fraser 
Duncan Cameron 
John Mcdonald 
Dond McTavish 
John McGillivray 
H MacGillies 
John Duncan Campbell 

Wuereas by the seventeenth Article of the North West Agree- 
ment bearing date at the Grand portage the fifth day of July One 
thousand eight hundred and two, It is stipulated and agreed upon 
that whenever it is found from experience, that the expence of 
transporting Goods from Montreal to the place of Rendezvous, 
and from thence to the Posts in the Interior shall have encreased 
or diminished,—it shall be in the power of the Concern to change 
and alter the same according to the true expence and Cost of the 
Transport of such Goods:—And it appearing to the Concern by 
correct calculation that the present Freight and advance are in- 
adequate to form the just value of Goods at the place of Rendezvous 
and in the Posts of the Interior:— The undersigned Proprietors, 
forming a legal majority of the North West Company; At a meeting 
held at Kamanitiquia the tenth day of July in the year of Lord 
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one thousand eight hundred and four—have come to the following 
determination.—Resolved Unanimously, that the Property be- 
longing to this Concern shall henceforth be valued, at all the Posts 
and settlements of the Company in the North West, and on Lake 

Superior, according to, and at the rates of Advance or percentage 
of The Tariff or Schedule hereunto annexed, and not otherwise; 
The said evaluation and advance to commence with the Inventories 
assumed by, and composing part of the present Outfit 1804 and 
henceforward to be continued.—All Proprietors (and by their 
Orders) persons having Goods in charge to class or assort their 

Inventories conformable to said Schedule 
(Signed) by the Parties as above: 

Witnessed as above 

Know all Men by these presents, Whereas Simon McTavish, 
John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, William 

Hallowell and Roderic McKenzie, composing the firm of McTavish 
Frobisher and Company and Angus Shaw, Daniel McKenzie, 
William McKay, John Medonald, Donald McTavish, John 
Mcdonald, Donald McTavish, John Mcdonell, Archibald Norman 
McLeod, Alexander Mcdougall, Charles Chaboillez, John Sayer, 
Peter Grant, Alexander Fraser, Aneas Cameron, John Finlay, 
Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alexander McKay, Hugh 
McGillies, Alexander Henry, John McGillivray, James McKenzie, 
Simon Fraser and John Duncan Campbell now carrying on Trade 
and Commerce to the North West or Indian Country and other 
places as Copartners under the name and designation of the North 
West Company under certain Articles of Agreement for that 
purpose made and entered into bearing date at the Grand portage 
the fifth day of July one thousand eight hundred and two; and 
whereas the said Company having confidence in the Integrity and 
abilities of David Thompson heretofore one of their Clerks and 
being desirous of admitting him as a Partner in the said Company 
and Concern for two of the shares therein now vacant and unappro- 
priated under the terms & conditions in the said Article of Agreement 
mentioned and contained Now Know ye that the said William 
McGillivray Roderic McKenzie William McKay John Mcdonald, 
Donald McTavish, Archibald Norman McLeod, Charles Chaboillez, 
Alexander Fraser, Duncan Cameron James Hughes Hugh McGillies 
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Alexander Henry John McGillivray and John Duncan Campbell, 
being present, and the said William McGillivray and Roderic 
McKenzie as Attornies for and on behalf of the said Stmon 
McTavish John Gregory Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowell, 
Angus Shaw, Daniel McKenzie, John Mcdonell, Alexander 

Mcdougall, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Aneas Cameron, John 
Finlay, Alexander McKay, James McKenzie and Simon Fraser 
being absent from this place, have sold, assigned and made over 
and by these presents, do sell, assign and make over to the said 
David Thompson, now present and accepting, two full and equal 
Ninety-second shares in the aforesaid Company and Concern, begin- 
ning with the Outfit for the present year one thousand eight hundred 
and four (being the two ninety second Shares that became vacant by 
the expulsion of Jean Baptiste Cadotte by virtue of a certain Instru- 
ment of the Concern bearing date at this place the nineteenth day 
of July one thousand eight hundred and three) with all and every 
the rights benefits and advantages arising or to arise therefrom, to 
have and to hold the said two ninety second shares in the aforesaid 
Company or Concern and all other the premeses hereby resolved 
and assigned unto the said David Thompson, agreeable to the 
terms and Conditions of the aforesaid Articles of Agreement dated 
the fifth day of July One thousand eight hundred and two, as 
fully and effectually to all interests and purposes, as any of the 
before named Persons, being Partners in the said Concern, now 
hold exercise and enjoy their respective shares therein. And 
whereas the said David Thompson by virtue of this assignment 
hath become a Partner in the aforesaid Company and Concern, but 
not having been a Party to the aforesaid Articles of Agreement 
under and by virtue of which the said Company and Concern is 
constituted and carried on and this assignment made, and being 
desirous and willing in every respect to conform to and comply 
with all and every the said Articles of Agreement which he now 
declares to have read and perused and to be therewith fully satisfied 
and consenting thereto, for that purpose hath and hereby doth 
bind and oblige himself strictly to observe, comply with, and 
submit to all and every the clauses stipulations penalties and 
obligations in the aforesaid Articles of Agreement mentioned and 
contained and every rule and regulation made, or to be made, under 
and by virtue thereof respecting the said Trade and Commerce, 
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as fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes as if the said 
David Thompson had been a Party thereto, and had with the 

other Partners therein named Signed and subscribed the same, 

willing and intending that these presents shall have the same force 

and effect. In Witness whereof the said Parties to these presents 
have to two parts thereof interchangeable set their hands and Seal 
at Kamanitiquia this tenth day of July in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and four. 

Signed sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 

J. C. Stewart 
John Pickel 

& counter- 
Signed, also 

Signed—Wnm Gillivray 
“ 

Wm Gillivray (LS)|as&pro- “ 
Rod McKenzie( “‘ )}curation 

from, and 

as Attornies for 
Simon McTavish 
John Gregory 
Duncan McGillivray 
Willm Hallowell 

Angus Shaw 
Danl McKenzie 
John Mcdonell 
Alexr Mcdougall 
John Sayer 
Peter Grant 

7Eneas Cameron 
John Finlay 
Alexr McKay 
James McKenzie 
Simon Fraser 

LS 
“ 

Roderic McKenzie 
Wm McKay 

John Mcdonald 
Dond McTavish 
Arch No: McLeod 
Charles Chaboillez Junr 
Alexr Fraser 
James Hughes 
Duncan Cameron 
H MacGilles 
Alexr Henry 
John McGillivray 
John Duncan Campbell 
David Thompson 

LS 

Know all men by these Presents, That Whereas David Thomp- 
son hath, by an act bearing even date with these Presents, been 

admitted a Partner for Two Ninety second Shares in the Company 
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and Concern now carried into the North West or Indian Country 
by Simon McTavish, John Gregory, William McGillivray, Duncan 
MacGillivray, William Hallowell and Roderick MacKenzie. 
Composing the Firm of MacTavish Frobisher And Company, and 
Angus Shaw, Daniel McKenzie, William MacKay, John Mac- 
donald, Donald MacTavish, John Macdonell, Archibald Norman 
MacLeod, Alexander Macdougall, Charles Chaboillez, John Sayer, 
Peter Grant, Alexander Fraser, Aineas Cameron, John Finlay, 

Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alexander MacKay, Hugh 
MacGillis, Alexander Henry, John MacGillivray, James Mackenzie, 
Simon Fraser and John Duncan Campbell—now carrying on Trade 
and Commerce to the North West or Indian Country, under the 
Name and designation of the NW Company, under certain articles 
of Copartnership for that purpose made and entered into bearing 
Date the fifth Day of July One Thousand Eight Hundred and Two, 
and whereas in and by the said articles of agreement or Copartner- 
ship, it is amongst other Things stipulated and agreed, that every 
new Partner, coming into the Concern shall make and execute a 
power of attorney in due form of Law to Simon MacTavish, John 
Gregory, William MacGillivray, Duncan MacGillivray, William 
Hallowell, and Roderick MacKenzie for the Purposes therein 
Contained. Now Know Ye, that the said David Thompson, Hath 
made, constituted and appointed, and by these Presents doth 
make, constitute and appoint the said Simon MacTavish, John 
Gregory, William MacGillivray, Duncan MacGillivray, William 
Hallowell and Roderick MacKenzie, or any Two of them of whom 
the said Simon MacTavish, John Gregory, William MacGillivray, 
Duncan MacGillivray, William Hallowell and Roderick MacKenzie 
shall be one, his Lawful attornies, and attorney for the said Con- 
stituent; and in his name, and to and for his use, as Copartners 
under the aforesaid articles of agreement, to ask, demand, sue for, 

recover and receive, all and every such sum and sums of money, 

Goods, Effects, Debts, and Demands whatsoever, which now are, 
or may hereafter become due by any Person or Persons whatsoever 
unto the said David Thompson—as Partner, as aforesaid, and 
in Default of payment, and satisfaction thereof to have, use, and 
take all Lawful ways and means in the name of the said David 
Thompson for the recovery thereof by a Suit or Suits at Law, 

attachment, arrest, or otherwise to submit the same to Arbitration, 
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and enter into all necessary Bonds to that effect, also to com- 
pound and agree for the same as the said attornies, or either of 
them shall see meet, and the case require and upon receipt and 
recovery, of all or any the said Debts, dues, sum or sums of money, 
Goods, and effects, or any of them, or any part thereof, sufficient 

acquittances and discharges, for the same, for the said David 

Thompson as Copartner as aforesaid to make and Give—As also 

for the said David Thompson, and in his Name and behalf as 
Copartner as aforesaid to accede and agree to the retiring and with 
drawing of any Partner or Partners from the aforesaid Copartner- 

ship and Concern who may be desirous to retire from the same, upon 
the Terms and Conditions expressed in the aforesaid articles of agree- 
ment or upon such other Terms and Conditions, as to the said 
attornies or any two of them as herein before expressed, shall appear 
advantageous to the said Concern and to procure, receive, secure, 

and accept from every such Partners so retiring a sufficient Transfer 
and assignment in Writing of all his Rights, share and Interest 
in the Said Concern, meant and intended to be made over thereto— 
agreeable to the aforesaid articles of agreement and if need be, to 
appear as Parties in such assignment and for and on behalf of the 
said David Thompson—to sign & accept the same— 

Also for the said David Thompson, and in his name and behalf 
as copartner as aforesaid, to make and Conclude any Bargain 
agreement Purchase sale or other Things touching and Concerning 
the said Company and Copartnership or the Property thereof as 
the said attornies, or any two of them as herein before expressed 
may conceive to be for the Benefit and advantage of the said 
Concern, and for him the said David Thompson And in his name, 
and behalf as copartner as aforesaid and when the case may re- 
require to and any into Force and effectual, every, or any of the 
Resolves made, and passed at any meeting of the Partners of the 
said Concern held annually at Kamanitiquia, and to effect. And 

whenever the same may be necessary in any of the aforesaid 
Instances to sign, seal, execute and deliver in due form of Law all 
and every act, deed, convention and agreement, the said attornies 

or either of them shall or may in the name and behalf aforesaid, 
make, conclude—and agree upon with any Person or Persons 
whatsoever in and about the Premises, and also in case any Loss 
injury, or damage, shall be done or occasioned to the said Concern 
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or the Interest thereof by any Person or Persons whatsoever 
therefor the said David Thompson and in his name and behalf 
aforesaid to institute a suit or suits against such Person or Persons 
for all such Loss Injury of damage and the same to carry on and 
prosecute until full and entire satisfaction shall be had and obtained 
on that behalf to agree and compound touching the Same And to 
give all and necessary discharges when satisfied, And in general to 
do execute, and perform all and every such further and other 
Lawful and reasonable acts, and Deeds, matters & things whatso- 
ever, needful and requisite for the several Purposes herein before 
mentioned as fully and effectually to all intents and Purposes as 
the same David Thompson might or could do if personally present. 
The said David Thompson hereby willing and intending that the 
present Power of attorney shall have all the Force and effect meant 

And intended, in and by the aforesaid articles of agreement and to 
continue And remain until an express revocation thereof in Writing 
signified to the said attornies.—And for the better carrying into 
effect all and every the matters herein before mentioned And Con- 
tained, the said David Thompson in his name and Capacity afore- 
said doth hereby authorise & impower the dsai Simon MacTavish 
John Gregory, William MacGillivray, Duncan MacGillivray, 
William Hallowell and Roderick MacKenzie to Nominate and 
appoint one or more attorney or attornies under them for the 
Purpose aforesaid, Ratifying and hereby promising to ratify, allow 
and confirm all and whatsoever the said attornies or any Two of 
them as herein before expressed shall Lawfully do or cause to be 
done in and about the Premises by Virtue of these Present. 

In witness whereof the said David Thompson hath hereunto set 
his Hand and Seal at Kamanitiquia this Tenth Day of July One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Four 

Signed sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 
J. C. Stewart 
John Pickel 

signed David Thompson 

RESoLve fixing the advance of Goods for Clerks in the Interior 
passed 1805. It is understood that henceforth, the Prices of Goods 
at the Places of Rendezvous—say Kamanitiquia & Lac La Pluie 
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to every Clerk or other who—by their agreement have the Goods 
at Diminish’d Prices—shall be as follows— 
100 per Cent to be charged on the cost of Goods at Montreal for the 
risk, trouble & Freight attending bringing such Goods from 
Montreal to the place of Rendezvous—And 50 per Cent on the 
above Prices from the Place of Rendezvous to the different Depart- 
ments & Posts in every part of the interior Country—to all Clerks, 
who have an opportunity of purchasing goods, at the Place of 
General Rendezvous—but 100 per Cent only on the Montreal 
Prices shall be the Cost of Goods to those who remain to pass the 
Summer in Land, or, who do not order things from the place of 
Rendezvous by their Friends— 
No Clerk on any Pretence whatever shall be allowed to carry on 
Traffic with men or others, it being understood they only purchase 
such articles as are absolutely required for their own use— 
The allowance of 20£ to Partners & Clerks in lieu of equipments— 
having (from being so general) become an abuse—& Consequently 
attended with Loss & inconvenience. It is understood the custom 
shall henceforth cease & determine—except to such Clerks as 
are by express agreement settled with Otherwise— 

AT A MEETING of the proprietors of the North West Company 

held at Kamanistiquia on the 6th Day of July 1805—to consider 
of the present State of the Negotiation with the Hudsons Bay 
Company, for obtaining a transit for their property thro’ Hudson 
Bay to the North West or interior Country: And also to decide on 

the proper Measures to be adopted for bringing the Said Negociation 
to a favorable conclusion; It was resolved that (as it appears that 
the Said Hudsons Bay Company are not disposed to grant such a 
transit, without Compensation, or as they themselves express it 
‘without sufficient indemnity & security’ to be given on the part 
of the North West Company,) the Agents of the concern shall be 
& they are hereby authorized & directed to offer to the Said Hudsons 
Bay Company—a sum not exceeding Two thousand pounds sterling 

(or there about,) a Year, for such transit, for a period to be agreed 
upon—~providing they consent that the North West Company, 
Shall establish a free communication with the interior Country, 
by Nelson or Hayes’ Rivers, without being Subject to any inter- 
ference or molestation whatever; And as the object is of import- 



204 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

ance, the Agents of the Concern are also directed & Authorized 
(as an additional advantage to the Hudsons Bay Company) to 

propose withdrawing the posts of the North West Company from 
East Main & Moose River, & to agree to relinquish in future the 
whole trade of the Coast of Hudsons Bay to themselves, reserving 
only the right of establishing as the Concern may see fit, the 
Communication with the inland Country by York Factory, that 

their property may be carried backward & forward without hind- 
rance or obstruction, on the part of the Hudsons Bay Company. 

And it is also resolved that should the above proposals be 

accepted, or should any Amicable Arrangement be effected, 
(without which the Concern must relinquish their present views 
in Hudsons Bay) the said Agents are directed to take, without loss 
of time the proper measures for commencing the necessary opera- 
tion in the Bay. 

In Witness Whereof the parties present have hereto set their 
hand, place and date above stated— 

Signed—William McGillivray 
“ Roderick McKenzie 

Duncan McGillivray 
“ Daniel McKenzie 

William McKay 
“ John McDonald 
“ A. Norman McLegd 

“ Hugh McGillis 
Alexander Henry 

Duncan Cameron 
Alexr Fraser 

“ Alexr McKay 

John Duncan Campbell 
“ John McGillivray 
“ Thomas Thain 
“ James Leith 
“ John Haldane 
“ Chs. Chaboillez 

John Sayer 
“ John McDonell 
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AT A MEETING Of the proprietors of the North West Company held 
at Kamanistiquia on the 5th day of July 1805 to take into con- 

sideration the services, & Claims of their Clerks: It was unanimously 
resolved that Archibald McLellan, Ranald Cameron, & C. O. 

Ermatinger should be the first Clerks provided for—And that in 
consideration of their services & the expectations which they have 
at different times received from the Concern, & also to stimulate 

them to continue their zeal & good conduct in the discharge of their 
duty—that they be forthwith informed, that it is the intention of 

the Concern to assign over to them respectively one share or 
hundredth part of the North West Company for the Outfit of the 
Year 1808, providing they be disposed to receive the Same on the 
Conditions contained in the North West Company’s agreement, 

bearing date the Sth July 1802—and providing also that their 
Conduct in the interior Should Continue to meet the approbation 

of their Employers— 
In Witness whereof the proprietors present have hereto set their 

hands this Sth day of July 1805 above stated— 

Signed William McGillivray 
“ Duncan McGillivray 

“ Roderick McKenzie 
“ Daniel McKenzie 
“ William McKay 
“ John McDonald 
“ A. Norman McLeod 
“ Hugh McGillis 

Alexander Henry 
Duncan Cameron 

“ Alexander Fraser 
“ John Duncan Campbell 
“ Alexander McKay 
“ John McGillivray 
“ Charles Chaboillez 
“ John McDonell 

John Sayer 

At A MEETING of the proprietors of the North West Company 
held at Kamanistiquia on the 6th day of July 1805 to take into 
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consideration the best mode of carrying into effect the Coalition 
Agreement, but more particularly that part of it which regards the 
extension of the Concern from Ninety two to One hundred shares— 
the following resolutions were agreed upon vizt—Whereas by the 
said Agreement bearing date at Montreal the 5th day of November 
1804, it is stipulated & agreed upon in the 2nd Article thereof, 
that until the North West Company, be encreased from 92 to a 
100 Shares, the Old Company shall account to the New Company, 
Yearly, for one fourth part of all profits or losses arising from the 
Concern, but when such extension or increase of Shares shall have 
taken place, it is stipulated & agreed upon, that Twenty five out 
of the Hundred Shares shall be assigned over to the said new 
Company in lieu of the said fourth part—And Whereas the follow- 
ing shares shall be at the disposal of the Concern for the Outfit 
next ensuing vizt—Two Ninety Seconds to be relinquished by 
each of the following Gentlemen at the Close of the present Outfit 
vizt Roderick McKenzie, Alexander McLeod, William Thorburn, 
Simon Fraser, James Finlay & Cuthbert Grant: And one Ninety 
Second Share relinquished by Peter Grant & John Finlay, respec- 
tively forming in all fourteen vacant Shares. And Whereas it is 
necessary & expedient for carrying the above article into effect, 
that Eight new Shares, should be created in addition to the above 

said Ninety two Shares, forming in all one Hundred Shares, to 
constitute in future the North West Company, which said 8 new 
Shares added to the said 14 vacant Shares will make 22 Vacant 
Shares to be disposed of & appropriated as the Concern may see 
fit & proper. And Whereas it is very desirable to carry the above 
Article 2nd into effect as soon as possible, according to the true 
intent & Meaning of it, it is therefore proposed to reserve the said 
22 Vacant Shares for this purpose, but as three Shares are still 
wanting to complete the Number required—the agents of the 
Company as a mark of their good will & disinterestedness to the 

Wintering partners, have presented the Concern with three of the 
Shares holden by McTavish Frobisher & Co. (to be returned out 
of the first Vacant Shares falling in to the Concern as is more fully 
explained & set forth in a letter of the Sth instant) which will 
Enable the Concern to execute the Said Second Article for the 
Outfit of 1806—by assigning Over to the New Company 25 hun- 
dredth Shares, instead of the fourth part to which they are in the 
interim entitled— 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 207 

It is therefore resolved that the said 8 new Shares be And they 
are hereby created, and added to the 92 Shares of which the Concern 
at present Consists, forming in all One Hundred Shares, to con- 

stitute in future the North West Company, and the said 100 Shares 
& each of them shall be held & enjoyed under all the Clauses, 
Conditions, & Stipulations, mentioned & set forth in the North 
West Company’s agreement dated the Sth July 1802, And that in 
every Case & question touching the Said agreement the said 100 
Shares & each of them shall be considered as synonimous with the 
said 92 Shares, in as much as regards the rights & privileges of the 

respective parties holding the same—it being understood that with 
the said Outfit of 1806, every such 92d Shall in future become a 
Hundredth, of all profits & losses arising to the Concern. And it 
is further resolved that the said Vacant Twenty five Shares or 
hundredth parts, being equal to one fourth part of the Concern, 

shall be relinquished, & they are hereby assigned & made Over to 
the said New Company, according to the tenor of the said Coalition 
Agreement to be held & enjoyed by them as is therein set forth— 

In Witness Whereof the proprietors present have hereto set 
their hand, place & date above Stated— 

(Signed) William McGillivray 
“ Duncan McGillivray 30 
“ Roderick McKenzie 
“ William McKay 
“ John McDonald 
“ A. Norman McLeod 
“ Hugh McGillis 

Alexr Henry 

Duncan Cameron 

“ John McGillivray 
Alexr Fraser 

John Duncan Campbell 
“ Alexr McKay 

“ Charles Chaboillez 
“ John McDonell 

John Sayer NON NYMYPRNNNNNNN NY 

Shares 55 
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Rotation 

In the year 1799 The Partners by mutual agreement drew Lots 
for their Rotations they were accordingly fixt in the following 
Manner—Three to go to Montreal each year— 

} Angus Shaw 
Alexr McLeod first year—or 1800 
Alexr Fraser 

Peter Grant 

William McKay 
Daniel McKenzie 

second year— 1801 

John McDonald 
John Sayer 
A. N. McLeod 

Donald McTavish 
John Finlay 
John Mevonel 

third year— 1802 

fourth year— 1803 

Charles *Chaboillex 1804 

This List of names comprehends all the 
Wintering Partners of the NWCo. in 1799 
except Mr. Roderick McKenzie 

And it was carried by a majority of Votes that this Rotation 
should commence with the year 1800 only—notwithstanding which 
decision Mr. Roderick McKenzie was permitted to go down in 
Rotation in 1799— 

On forming the new agreement the Sth July 1802 a new List 
was made by resolve—the Partners were accordingly placed in 
the following order for Rotation (The agreement giving a Power 
to the Annual Meeting at the places of Rendezvous to declare 
what number of Partners shall go to Montreal in One Year) 

William McKay Donald McTavish 
Arch: N. McLeod John McDonald 
Peter Grant John Sayer 
Daniel McKenzie John McDonell 
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John Finlay Alexr Henry 
Chs Chaboillez John McGillivray 
Duncan Cameron James McKenzie 
James Hughes & 
Alexr McKay Simon Fraser— 
Hugh McGillis 

Alexander Fraser went to Montreal in Rotation according to the 
first List in 1801— 

And was employed in the year 1802 & 1803 as a Partner assisting 
the Company’s Concerns in the Kings Posts & Hudsons Bay he 
returned to the North West in 1804— 

In 1802 William McKay & A. N. McLeod having declared their 
Intentions of availing themselves of their Right to go down that 
year—they were requested to Winter—the Company having 
absolute occasion for their services—therefore their staying ought 
not to be of any disadvantage to them— 
William McKay was again prevailed upon in 1803 to Winter on a 

plea of necessity & could not avail himself of his Rotation until 
1804—none of the other Partners made application to the Company 
in 1802 or 1803 (except Mr. Daniel McKenzie who is stated to have 
intended going down to Montreal in 

Rotation in 1803 but at the request of Mr Roderick 
McKenzie one of the agents, agreed to Winter, therefore 
his name comes in with those who actually went in 1803) 

On a view of all these considerations the following list of Rotation 
is made out where the rights of all Parties are attended to—& ona 
supposition that each went down regularly as they had a right— 
In future it is considered that six Wintering Partners may be spared 
each year instead of five— 

1802 William McKay 
A. N. McLeod 

*Peter Grant 

1803 Daniel McKenzie 

John McDonald 

1804 Donald McTavish 

*John Finlay 

*those marked thus have retired 

14 
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1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

John Sayer 
John McDonell 
Chs Chaboillez 
Duncan Cameron 
Alexr McKay 

James Hughes 
Alexr Fraser 

Hugh McGillis 
Alexr Henry 

John McGillivray# #Note—Mr Rochblave has 
James McKenzie gone down on Mr McGillivray’s 

Simon Fraser rotation— DMG— 

Wm McKay Kamia 19th Augt 1806 

A. N. McLeod 

Daniel McKenzie 

John McDonald 
Donald McTavish 

David Thompson Alexr McKenzie James Leith 

John Duncan Campbell John McDonald John Haldane 
John Thompson John Wills 
Pierre Rocheblave & his Partners by seniority 

The undersigned Proprietors present at Kamanistiquia the 8th 
July 1805 after due consideration & examination of the foregoing 

Statement & List of Rotation, approve & Confirm the same—It 
is therefore (to prevent doubt & difficulty in future) Resolved, 
that the Rotation of Partners be regulated accordingly.— 

Sign’d William McGillivray for self & = John McGillivray 
McTavish Frobisher & Co Duncan Cameron 
Daniel McKenzie Alexr Fraser 

William McKay John Duncan Campbell 
John McDonald Alexander McKay 
A. N. McLeod Charles Chaboillez 
Hugh McGillis John McDonell 
Alexr Henry John Sayer 

At a MEETING of the Proprietors of the North West Co held at 
Kamanistiquia the 14 July 1806, to take nto consideration the 
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affairs of the Concern—It was suggested that the number of women 
and Children in the Country was a heavy burthen to the Concern 
& that some remedy ought to be applied to check so great an evil, 
at least if nothing effectual could be done to suppress it entirely.—It 
was therefore resolved that every practicable means should be used 
throughout the Country to reduce by degrees the number of women 
maintained by the Company, that for this purpose, no Man what- 
ever, either Partner, Clerk, or Engagé, belonging to the Concern 
sha}l henceforth take or suffer to be taken, under any pretence 
whatsoever, any woman or maid from any of the tribes of Indians 
now known or who may hereafter become known in this Country to 
live with him after the fashion of the North West, that is to say, to 
live with him within the Company’s Houses or Forts & be main- 
tained at the expence of the Concern. 

Resolved that each proprietor respectively shall be answerable 
for the conduct of all the people in his department, and that they 
shall be answerable to him for every offence committed against 
this resolve, and for the more strict observance thereof resolved 
that every proprietor who shaJl transgress against this resolve 
or suffer any other person or persons within his immediate charge 
or direction to transgress it—shal! be subject to the penalty of One 
Hundred Pounds Hx. Cy. for every offence so committed to be 

forfeited to the rest of the Concern.—It is however understood that 
taken the Daughter of a white Man after the fashion of the Country, 
should be considered no violation of this resolve. 

In witness whereof the parties present have hereto set their 

hands, place and date above written 

Signed, Duncan McGillivray Duncan Cameron 
Rod: McKenzie John Haldane 
Thos Thain Pr° Rocheblave 
John McDonald James Leith 
Dond McTavish Alexr McKay 
John McDonell David Thompson 
A. N. McLeod James Leith 
James Hughes John Haldane 
David Thompson Wm McKay 

H. McGillis 
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Resotve for appointing Mr. James McKenzie to winter on the 
Kings Posts. 

Whereas from the great number of Proprietors now in this 
Country, it is impossible to place them all to advantage in the North 
West Departments, And whereas the business of the Concern 
extends to other Departments out of the North West, which ought 
not to be neglected, and which it is conceived would be essentially 
benefitted by the presence of a Partner. And whereas the Kings 
Posts Department is of this number, the present manager of it 
Mr. Shaw having it only in his power to visit the Posts annually, 

while the business at Quebec and along the Communication chiefly 
engages his attention & prevents him from paying sufficient regard 
to the Trade of the interior Country. 

It was therefore resolved at a meeting of the North West 
Company held at Kamanistiquia on the 4th July 1806, that Mr. 
James McKenzie now going to Montreal on his rotation, should be 
appointed, and he is accordingly appointed, to Winter next year 
at the Kings Posts and there to remain until the Concern shall 
otherwise determine—it being understood that he shall confine 
himself to the various duties of a wintering Partner, without re- 
leasing Mr. Shaw from any part of his present Duties. 

In witness whereof the parties present have hereto set their 
hands this 14 day of July 1806 in Kamanistiquia. 

Signed H. McGillis Signed D. McGillivray 
P. Rocheblave R. McKenzie 
James Leith Thos Thain 
John Haldane John McDonald 
Wm McKay Dond McTavish 
D: Thompson John McDonell 
Alexr McKay A. N. McLeod 

Duncan Cameron 

James Hughes 
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ATHABASCA DEPARTMENT 

Wages of Devants! 600r., Do of Govn!*? 600r and of Milieux 400r. 

Equipments 
of Bouts? of Milieux 
1 Blanket 3 pr..... 0... eee eee eee 1 Blanket 3 pr 
1 a, 1 “ 2B 
2 pr Leggins...... 0... eee ee cece eee eee .2 pr Leggins 
2 Bracelets.......0. 0... c ccc cece eens 2 Shirts 

2 Shirts... 00.0. ce cc ce eee eee ee 2 Bracelets 

2 Handfrs... 00. cc ec eens 2 Handfrs 

4 Canots Tobe... 0.0.0 cee 3 Canots Tobc 

3 La: Knives... 0... ee 2 Large Knives 
3 small Do... 0... cee cee ee ens 2 small Do 
Véd Beads.... 6... teen eect nee e teens 
Ugd Vermillion 0.0.0.0... 000. c ccc cece ccs cee teen eens 

English and Rat River Departments—Wages and Equipment the 
same as the Athabasca 

Rocky Mountains F.P. 

Wages and Equipments as above—except that the Milieux have 
50r more wages—or 450r. 

Upper Forts DES PRAIRIES 

Bouts 500r Wages, Milieux 400r & the E: River Equipt. 

Lower Forts Des PRAIRIES 
Bouts 450r Wages— Milieux 350 Wages & Com: Equipt vizt 

Bouts Milieux 
1 Blanket 3 pr the same Equipt except 
1 “23 1 Canots Tobc less than the 

2 Shirts Bouts 

2 Bracelets 

2 pr Leggins 
4 Canots Tobc 

4Bowsmen. 

*Steersmen. 

*Bowsmen and Steersmen. 
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It is understood that the Men of Cumberland House may if neces- 
sary have something more—but not exceeding 50r. 

Fort DaupHin 
Bouts from 400r-450r & Milieux 300r or 350r wages and Common 

Equipment 

Upper Rep River 
Bouts from 400r-500r Wages, Milieux 300r-350r and Common 

Equipment 

Lower Rep RIVER 

Bouts from 400r-450r Wages & Milieux 300r 
and Common Equipment 

Lake Outnipque 

Bouts from 50r-500r & Milieux 350-400r Wages 
and Common Equipment 

Lake La Puiuie 

Bouts 450r Wages—Milieux 300r-350r 
and Common Equipment 

Lac DEs Isies 
Bouts 350r Wages & Milieux 400r 

Com: Equipt 

MononTAGUE 

Bouts from 400r to 450r Wages & Milieux 300r-350r 
Com: Equipment 

Lake Nipicon 

Bouts 400r-450r Wages & Milieux 300r-350r 
Com: Equipment 

Atuasasca River DEPARTMENT 
Bouts 700r Wages & Milieux 500r 

and E: River Equipment 
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Fonp pu Lac DeparTMENT 
from 400r-S00r Wages & Comn Equipment 

Fo.tite Avoine Country 

from 350r-400r Wages & Com: Equipment 

Riviere DE Montreau 

from 400r-450r Wages & Com: Equipment 

It having been found that much confusion and irregularity had 
arisen in the Wages & Equipment of Men throughout the Country, 
to the great loss and injury of the Concern. It was resolved at a 

meeting of the N West Co. held at Kama on the 15th day of July 
1806. that the Wages & Equipment of the different Departments 
shall be regulated as above. 

Signed, Duncan McGillivray 
Rod: McKenzie 
Thos Thain 
Wm McKay 

Dond McTavish 
John McDonell 
Duncan Cameron 

James Hughes 
H. McGillis 
David Thompson 
Alexr McKay 

James Leith 
John Haldane 

AT A MEETING of the NW.Co at Kamanistiquia this 15th day of 
July 1806, it was resolved and, is hereby resolved that the present 
Agents of the NWCo shall hereafter be denominated Directors of 
the NWCo and all future agents of or for the NWCo shall and will 
be denominated Directors of the NWCo with the same individual 
Powers and no more as they had or might have had as Agents of or 
for the NWCo. 
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McGillis —1 1 Signed A: N: McLeod 
Mr. Chaboillez — 2 2 John McDonell 
Mr. McDonald — 3 3. John McDonald 
Alexr McKenzie ~— 4 4 Dond McTavish 
Daniel McKenzie — 5 § John Haldan 
Alexr Henry — 6 6 Du Cameron 
John McGillivray — 7 7 H McGillis 
James McKenzie — 8 8 Pr Rocheblave 
Simon Fraser —9 9 Wm McKay 
John Thompson —10 10 David Thompson 
4. Cameron —l1 11. James Leith 
A. McDougal —12 12 James Hughes 

? —13 13° Dun: McGillivray 
Alexr Fraser —14 14 Rod: McKenzie la 
J. Sayer —15 15 Thos: Thain gents 

16 Alexr McKay 

Whereas it appears that much inconvenience and many un- 

pleasant consequences arise from the practice of suffering Men to 
bring pacquettons out of the Country on the Company’s Canoes— 

And whereas such practice is in various ways contrary to the 
Interest of the Concern & even to the terms of the Mens Engage- 

ments; It was therefore resolved at a meeting of the North West Co 
held at Kamanistiquia on the 17 day of July 1806 That hereafter 
no man whatsoever shall be suffered to embark on the Company’s 
Canoes or bring out of the interior Country or Wintering Ground 
to this place yearly more than two Buffaloe Robes or two dressed 
skins or one of each on any pretence whatever nor will it be per- 
mitted one Man to bring out any Leather for another under the 
penalty of 50 livres N.W.Cy.—And whereas it appears that many 
winterers have of late & particularly this year found means to 
bring out a considerable quantity of Furs & Pel/tries, with which 

they carry on an unlawful traffic in the Camp with petty Traders 
& Montreal Men—It was therefore also resolved that hereafter no 
Man whatsoever under engagements to the Company shall be 
permitted on any pretence whatever to bring out of the wintering 

ground, or to this place any furs or peltries whatsoever, under 
the penalty of forfeiting his wages—And for the one observance 
of these regulations every Proprietor is hereby directed to 
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apprize his Men accordingly, that they may not plead ignorance 
of this resolve. In witness whereof the parties present have hereto 
set their hands place & date above written. 

Signed—John McDonald 
Dond McTavish 
Dun: McGillivray 
Rod: McKenzie 
Thomas Thain 
Wm McKay 

Dond McTavish 
John McDonell 
Dun: Cameron 
James Hughes 
H McGillis 
David Thompson 
Alexr McKay 
John Haldan 
James Leith 

Wuereas several Measures have been suggested in the course of 
this summer for introducing more regularity into the business, & 
for enforcing a more strict system of economy throughout the 
Country—And whereas when any such measure appeared prac: 
ticable to its full extent, a resolve was accordingly passed to enforce 
it hereafter as a case to the Concern, but when only practicable to 
a certain extent, & depending for its execution on the discretion 

and judgment of individuals—It was determined by the Concern 
that it should be carried into effect as much as possible without 
passing a positive rule, because a resolve should be only applied in 
Cases of certainty and should never be violated. 
lst—And whereas in conformity with this principle, the practice 
of making transfers of Money between the Men was taken into 
consideration by the Concern, and was found to be a source of 
great loss & inconvenience. It was therefore agreed upon that 
this practice should in future be discontinued, except on this 
ground where the Concern shall decide on the propriety of such 
transfer: And at Lac La Pluie where the Person conducting the 
Athabasca business shall have a similar privilege of deciding on 
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the propriety of transfers; but in all Cases the practice of making 
transfers shall be as much as possible restricted, but it is understood 
nevertheless that a monied Man may transfer any sum to a Man 
who is in debt. 

2d—And whereas much confusion and irregularity has hitherto 
prevailed in the mode of supplying the Gentn in the Country with 
the articles of Tea Coffee &c. to prevent which in future it was 
agreed & understood by the parties present, that this matter 
should be regulated as follows vizt. 

Proprietors........... 6lb Tea 4ib Coffee & 4lb Chocolate 

Principal Clerks \ Ib Dollb Do & IIb Do 
in charge of Posts 
Inferior Clerks 
Wintering with others 

The above quantities are intended as the Winters supply, and are 
independant of the consumption at this place and of the usual 
allowance carried off in Cases & Baskets but it is understood that 
neither Interpreters or Guides are entitled to any provision of this 
kind, they being generally fed at the tables of their masters. 

In witness whereof the parties present have hereto set their 
names this 23d July 1806 at—Kamanistiquia. 

Signed Dun: McGillivray 

bun Do 

Signed Alexr McKay Rod: McKenzie 
David Thompson Thos Thain 
James Leith Wm McKay 
John Haldane Dond McTavish 

John McDonell 
Dun: Cameron 

James Hughes 
H. McGillis 

Memo to regulate the Winter Express. 

The Express to leave the Peace River on the 3d Jany 1807 
Ditto “ “Fort Augustus...... 24 “ Do 
Ditto “Isle a la Crosse. ..... 12 “ Do 

By this means the Athabasca & English River Express will 
enter at Fort Vermillion on the 30 Jany or thereabouts. 
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The Express to leave Fort Vermillion on the Ist Feby 1807 
Ditto “Fort S Louis........ 14 “ Do 
Ditto “Riv: qui Appelle.. . . .28 * Do 
Ditto “Mr. Henry’s......... 10 March 

And soon without delay to Kam® where it ought to arrive early in 
April. 

The principal Points on which information will be desirable, 
are the appearance of returns. Mens Engagements, Arrangements 
of Posts—Expectations of Grease & Provisions &c &c with every 
kind of general information & remarks regarding the state of the 
Country. 

Signed ya Jair 1808 Y 
23d July 1806 

ARRANGEMENT OF DEPARTMENTS FOR 1806 

Athabasca Jos. Monin Int: 

Daniel McKenzie Prop: J. B. La Prise “ 
AN McLeod “ Charles Martin “ 

Simon Fraser 

John Thomson 
Alex: McKenzie “ 

Peter Dease— Clerk 

Edwd Smith “ 

Peter Fraser 

Geo Keith “ 
Saml Black “ 
Chas Grant “ 

Andrew McKenzie “ 

Fred: Goedeke “ 
Alex: Henry Junr 

Wm Mackintosh “ 

A: M: McLeod “ 

F. W: Wentzel “ 

Jas McDonell “ 

Archd McGillivray ‘“ 
John Stewart 

Michl Andrews— Int: 

J B: Brunosh “ 

Joachim Cardinal ‘“ 

J. B. La Fleur Sen S “ 
J B. La Fleur Jun ‘“ 

L. Brousseau “ 

F. Lamisette 

D: Holmes “ 

Paul Boucher “e 

Pierre Blondin— Guide 

Pierre Delorme « 

Atha: River 

John McGillivray—Prop: 

Sim: McGillivray—Clerk 

Alexr Stewart “ 

Jasp: Hawes— Int: 

English River 

Dond McTavish—Prop: 
J. D. Campbell “ 
Robt Henry— = Clerk 

Colin Robertson “ 
Jos. Larocque 
Jos. McGillivray  “ 

John Forbes “ & Int: 
Ls. Versailles “ & * 
Colin Campbell “ 
James Keith “ 
Pat: Small “ 
Jos M. Paul— Guide 
Jos. Cartier “ 
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Rat River 

John Wills—Prop: 
Wm Conolly— = Clerk 

D: Campbell “ 

Jac: Chastelain—Int: 

Forts des Prairies 

John McDonald— Prop: NW 
John McDonald “  AMKC 

ay James Hughes 
David Thompson 

Rich: Montour—Clerk 

W: Smith “ 
Jas MacMillan “ 

John Rowand “ 
D. W: Harmon “ 

Pierre Perra 

M: Quesnel “ 

F: McDonald “ 

“ 

Jac: Raphael “ & Int: 
Frans Duncan— Int: 

Pre Gerome “ 

Jos. Cardinal “ 

Jos. Primeau—  “ 

Jos. Rocque 
A. Duplessis 

Chas Le Claire—Guide 

Ls Durand “ 

Upper Red River 

John McDonell—Prop: 

F: A: Larocque— Clerk 

Chas McKenzie “ 

Dond Chisholm “ 

James Caldwell “ 
Fr Capois “ & Int: 

F. Denianais— Int: 

Pauli Tranquil “ 

Jos. Azure Guide 

J. B. Sansregret 

Lower Red River 

A. Henry— Prop: 

M: Cotterell Clerk 

Louis Dorion “ 

Wm Henry “ 

Alex Wilkie “ 

Tousst Veaudrie—Guide 

J. B. Robillard “ 

Fort Dauphin 

Chas Chaboillez— Prop: 
Angus McGillis— Clerk 

Allan McDonell “ 
Cuth: Cumming “ 
Jos. Collin—Int: 

Jos. Halero— Clerk 
B: Frobisher “ 

W: Hamilton “ 

Chs Hamilton “ 

Nich: Ducharme—Guide 

Lac Ouinipique 

Wilham McKay—Prop: 

C. O. Ermatinger— Clerk 

Alex: Farquharson “ 
Alex: Campbell “ 

John McPhail “ 

Geo. Nelson “ 

Ls Minecker “ 

Dom: Ducharme 

Angus Bethune 

Paul La Croix “ 

Jos. Lorin— Int: 
Fr Richard Senr “ 

Fr Richard Junr “ 

Ant: Morriseau « 

Jos. Durocher— Guide 

Chas La Marche 

Nipigon 

Dun: Cameron—Prop: 

J. D. Cameron— = Clerk 

Rod: McKenzie “ 
R. D. Fraser “ 

J. Munro “ 
John Pritchard “ 
Rod Morrisson “ 

Chas Bruce Int: 

Pierre Dumas “ 

Ls Dupuis “ 
J. B. Sauvé “ 
Isaac Bourguignon 

Jos. Monin—Guide 
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Monontagué 

John Haldane—Prop: 

4E. McDonell— _ Clerk 

Alexr McDonell “ 

John Severight “ 

Aulay McAulay “ 

Nichs Landry—Int: 

Louis Vallé—Guide 

Lac La Pluie 

A. McLellan— Clerk 

Thos McMurray “ 

Wm McCrae “ 

Hugh Faries “ 

Ls Guimond “ 

Chas Chaloux—Guide & Int: 

Richard Prichets— Int: 

Louis Galliard “ 

Fond du Lac 

Hugh McGillis—Prop: 

Dond McKenzie—Clerk 

James Grant “ 
E: Roussain 

Wm Morisson 

G. H. Monk “ 

Pre Chicoine “ 
Touss. Laronde 

Amable Durocher 

Alexr Clark “ 

E: Harrison 

B: Beaudrie—Int: 

Vincent Roy 

F. Boucher “ 

G: Martel “ 

Folle Avoine 
James Leith—Prop: 
Su: La Mar— Clerk 

J. McBean “ 

Jos. La Garde— Int: 

Jos. S Germain “ 

& Int: 

“  & P Cotte 

Montreal River 

Rand Cameron— Clerk 

J. W. Dease “ 
Chs Gauthier “ 

Jean Barnett 

Mil Lac 

Jac: Adhemard—Clerk 

Pointe 

Mich: Cadotte 

Mich: Cadotte— Clerk 

Mich: Cadotte Ju. “‘ 
Leon S Germain “ 

J. B. Corbin “ 

Lac des Puis 

Dr McLauchlan “ 

Kama 

N McKenzie “ 

Jas. Tait “ 

Pic 

Henry Munro 

Wm Harris “ 
Philo Lewis “ 

Michipicoton 
Ber: S Germain } 

Leon Chenier 
Dond McIntosh—Clerk 

John Robertson “ 

Sault 

Robert Logan “ 

to Watch De Lorme 

Alexr McKay—Prop: 

J. C. Sayer—Clerk 
Ant: Vallé—- Guide 

Jos. Laverdiere “ 

Kama 30 July 1806 

221 

“ & R Rasicott 
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Abstract of Canoes for 1806. 

Montreal Canoes for LL P....17 

Athabasca “ ..........., 6 
— 23 

Athabasca River............... 6 
Eng: River................005- 7 
Rat River............ 000000005 3 

Up. & L. Forts des Prairies...... 11 
Fort Dauphin................. 5 
Up: Red River................ 5 
Lower Red River.............. 6 
Lake Ouinipic................. 10 
Lac La Pluie.................. 5 

Mil Lac & Lac des Puis......... 2 
Nipigon.......0. 0.000026 cee eee 10 
Monontagué.................65 6 
to watch Delorme.............. 2 

101 

Fond du Lac 
Folle Avoine } 14 | . 

. the whole comprehended in 
Point... a: 2) orn 22 9 Boats & 2 Canoes— 

Montreal River. 4 
—22 _ 

Total 123 

Kama 30th July 1806. 

BE 1T KNown to all men, and it is hereby made Known that we the 

subscribing Parties to these Presents do recind, recall and revoke 
our deed of July the sixth one Thousand Eight Hundred and two 
granting Powers to and Constituting the House of McTavish 
Frobisher & Co our full and Lawfull attorney to act for us and Con- 
tract, buy, sell, engage and do every & all Kinds of business in which 
we are Concerned or interested, and we do hereby revoke, recall 

and recind all such Power or Powers of attorney formerly granted 
to the said House of McTavish Frobisher & Co or the People Com- 

posing that House and all and every such Power or Powers, are 
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by these Presents revoked, recalled, recinded and annulled in due 
form and according to the rules stipulations and provisions made 
in the said Deed or Power or Powers for the Express and Special 
Purpose, and we moreover hereby and by these Presents, reserve 

to ourselves the right and privilege of acceding to or rejecting any 
future agreement, Plans, Speculation or Engagement made and 
Entered into on or in behalf of ourselves individually, or the North 
West Co Collectively on the faith of our said Power of Attorney. 
In testimony whereof we the Subscribing Parties being Partners of 

the North West Company having hereunto set our hands this 
tenth day of July one Thousand Eight Hundred and Seven. 

Signed Wm McKay Alexr Henry 
‘© Daniel MacKenzie Jno Macdonald 
“  D McTavish Jno Macdonell 
“AN. McLeod Duncan Cameron 
* H McGillis 
“Jno McGillivray 
‘«  Alexr McKay 

AT A MEETING of the Wintering Partners of the North West Com- 

pany at Kamanistiquia this twelfth day of July one thousand 

Eight hundred and Seven—They found it necessary that one of 

the said wintering Partners should be appointed to act for the 
North West Company and Transact their business at Detroit and 
Michilimackinac or St Josephs, and impressed with the belief of 
the Propriety of such appointment, the said wintering Partners 

of the North West Company reserve to themselves the Privilege 
and power of acceding to or rejecting any Agreement or Contract 
made or Entered into with any person or Persons on or in behalf 
of said North West Company for any space of time exceeding one 
Year, untill their right to make such appointment shall be ascer- 
tained. 

At the same meeting time and place it was also agreed that 
should the agents refuse to grant the Specified number of Six 

Copies of the General Accounts, we think it our Duty to insist, 
and lay in our Claims to Six Copies of the Said Accounts— 
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And in testimony hereof we the wintering Partners Composing 

said meeting hereunto set our hands 

Signed Jno McGillivray Archd N McLeod 
P Rocheblave A N McLeod for A McKenzie 
D McTavish for self & and Simon Fraser 
Jno D Campbell D McTavish for D Thompson 
Jno MacDonald and Jno Wills 
James Leith Jno Macdonell 
Jno Haldane Alexr MacKay 
D Cameron H McGillis 
D McKenzie Alex Henry 
Wm MacKay 

Jno Macdonald 

THIS AGREEMENT made and executed at Montreal in the Province 
of lower Canada this Thirty first day of December in the Year 
One thousand Eight hundred and Six by and between William 
McGillivray Duncan McGillivray, William Hallowel and Roderic 
McKenzie—Jno Ogilvie and Thomas Thain Agents and Attornies 
of the North West Company on the one part, Josiah Bleakley 
Jacques Giasson, George Gillespie, Toussaint Pothier and David 
Mitchell Junior Agents and Attornies of the Michilimackinac 
Company of the Other Part. 

Whereas by the Articles of Copartnership and Agreement of the 
said Michilimackinac Compy bearing even date with these presents, 
it Is amongst other things stipulated and agreed, that in order to 
establish and cultivate that good understanding which ought to 
subsist between the said North West Company and the said 

Michilimackinac Company it becomes essential and necessary to 
form a line of boundary between them as Correct as may be, in the 
Countries, places, and Situations, where they respectively carry 
on Trade, and to make such other Provisions as may prevent a 
Collision of their Interests, or other misunderstanding between 
them, to effect which, the said Michilimackinac Company did 

empower and authorise their said Agents to enter into an Agree- 
ment with the said Agents of the North West Company and to 
make every necessary Stipulation in this behalf in manner as in 
the said Articles of Agreement particularly mentioned and Ex- 
pressed. 
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Now these presents witness that in persuance of the said 
Articles of Agreement and by Virtue of the Authority therein 
Contained the said North West Company and the said Michili- 
mackinac Company Represented by their respective Agents as 
aforesaid, do hereby Covenant promise and agree, the one with 
the other, in Manner following that is to say, First, that the said 

North West Co shall not outfit or carry on any Trade at any of 

the Posts on the south side of Lake Superior from Saint Maries 
to the Point Chaguamigon, the said Posts inclusive-—That the 
said North West Company shall also relinquish the Trade of the 
Interior Posts of Lec des Flambeaux, Riviere des Saulteux, and de- 

pendencies, and the Folle Avoine Country. That they shall not 

extend the Posts of Lac du Sable further down the Mississipi than 
the discharge of that Lake into the Mississipi, but if other Traders 
should establish Posts in the space between the Riviere Aile de 
Corbeau and Lake du sable then the said two Companies may do 
the same on the joint account.—That the said North West Compy 
shall establish no Posts on the Grand Red River higher up than 
the Entrance of the Chayenne River into the said Red River and 
shall not Trade with the Scioux Nation. That the said North 
West Company shall not establish any Posts beyond the height of 
land dividing the waters of the guint de Loutre. Secondly—That 

the said Michilimackinac Company shall not form any establish- 
ment nor make any Outfit nor carry on Trade in any manner on 

the North side of Lake Superior beyond the said North West 
Companys establishment at Saint Maries inclusive. That the said 
Michilimackinac Company shall not establish any Posts between 
the Point Chaguamigon and the Mouth of the River St Louis or 
Fond du Lac, but Passing up the River Brulé or route to the Folle 
avoine Country shall not be Considered as infringing this Agree- 
ment That the said Michilimackinac Company shall not establish 
any Posts higher up the Mississipi than the Entrance of the River 
Aile de Corbeau and that River or the direct water Communication 
from the Mississipi to the quini de Loutre shall be the boundary 
between the said Companies to the Height of Land at quini de 
Loutre. That the said Michilimackinac Company shall not 

establish any Posts for Trade on the Red River nor navigate that 
River, unless for the purposes of gaining the River Commonly 
called the Riviere des Scioux, on which River at the height of land 

15 
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or as high up as the head of the Navigation thereof, they shall be 
permitted to establish a Post. That the said Michilimackinac 
Company do hereby Agree not to approach nearer the Lac du sable 
from the Folle Avoine Country, than the said North West Com- 

pany’s Posts established in the Year one thousand Eight hundred 
and five.—That it is hereby expressly stipulated and Agreed that 
the said two Companies shall not interfere directly or indirectly 
with the Trading and establishments of each other wherever they 
come in Contact nor shall the one give any Aid or assistance to any 
opponent of the other—And it is also understood and Agreed that 
in order to maintain proper Subordination among the Servants and 
Men—neither Party shall encourage receive or harbour Deserters 

from the service of the other and that Mutual and reciprocal Aid 
and assistance be given by the one Company to the other in case 
of such desertion and for all necessary Purposes.—That the said 
Michilimackinac Company shall establish any Posts for Trade on 
the River St Maurice nor in any Part of the Grand River or Temis- 
camingue to the entrance of the French River into Lake Huron. 
That the said Michilimackinac Company shall assume the Contract 
entered into by the said North West Company and Michel Cadotte 
and shall also supply Goods to Jean Bapte Nolin and John Johnston 
at Saint Maries on terms not higher than those persons are now 
Supplied by the North West Co Provided the said Persons shall 
Continue to Pay regularly for such Supplies, and also on Con- 
ditions that they shall not draw the Indians from the Posts of 
Batchewina nor interfere with that or any other of the N W Cos 
Posts but this Agreement to supply Goods to the said Jean Bte 
Nolin and John Johnston shall not be obligatory for more than 
three Years from the day of the date thereof.—That the said 
Michilimackinac Company will agree to assume and do hereby 
assume all Engagements that the said North West Company may 
have made with Clerks and Men at the inland Posts given up 
and included within the said Boundary line, excepting the North 

West Companys old Apprentices, who shall not be bound to 
remain with the Michilimackinac Co unless they chuse it.—That 
debts due by Men to the said North West Company within the 
above Boundary line shall be Accounted for to them by the said 
Michilimackinac Company at one third of their Amount. Debts 
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due by clerks shall be accounted for in the like manner as goods 
but not to exceed Fifty pounds Currency for any one of them.~~And 

the Goods of the said North West Company at the said last men- 
tioned Posts shall in like manner be Accounted for at the rate of 
Eighty per Cent on the Sterling cost of Goods usually sold by 
advance and Prix forte Articles in proportion the whole to be 
Payable on the Ist day of October next.—And it is hereby stipu- 
lated and agreed by and between the Parties to these Presents, that 
should any Ambiguity doubt question or Controversy at any time 
hereafter arise or happen between the said North West Company 
and the said Michilimackinac Company respectively represented 
by the Agents aforesaid Parties hereto, touching the said Boundary 
line which hath in good faith, been established and fixed, between 
the said two Companies or any matter or things relative thereto, 
and the said Parties or Companies cannot of themselves, Agree and 

Determine the same, then and in such case, the said Parties and 

the Partners or Agents of the said respective Companies, for the 
time being, shall and will forthwith commit the hearing and 
determination of any such Ambiguity, doubt, or question or 
Controversy to such indifferent men being Merchants, as shall 
be named by the said Parties, that is to say, one to be named by 
the said Agents or Agents for the time being of the said North 
West Company and the other by the said Agents or Agents for the 
time being of the said Michilimackinac Company and in case such 
two Persons cannot Agree and determine the matters so to them 
referred, within one Month, after such reference, than such Arbi- 
trators shall name and appoint a third Person and that the award 
of the said Arbitrators and third Person or of any two of them to 
be made and Communicated to the said Parties, within one Month 

after the appointment of such third Person shall be final and 
Conclusive.—And the said Parties to these presents for and on 
behalf of the said respective Companies as agents thereto, and on 
behalf of their respective successors and legal Representatives do 
hereby consent promise and agree to stand to, perform, and Com- 
ply with all and whatever shall be determined by the said Arbi- 
trators and third Person or any two of them. And that neither 
of the said Parties to these presents nor any or either of them nor 
any Agents or Agents, Partner or Partners for the time being, 
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either of the said North West Company or of the said Michili- 
mackinac Company or the legal Representatives of any or either 
of them, shall commence or bring any Action or suit or seek any 
remedy either at Law or Equity to be relieved on the Premises 
before such Ambiguity doubt question or Controversy shall be 
put to Reference aforesaid—And it is Particularly understood and 
Agreed upon that altho the North West Company and Michili- 
mackinac Company are herein only mentioned, Yet that each and 

every of the Partners of both the said Companies as well after as 
before retirement therefrom shall during the Continuance of this 
Agreement that is to say for and during the space of Ten Years, 
from the day of the date thereof or during the Continuance of the 

said Michilimackinac Company be, and hereby is, and are respec- 
tively and Reciprocally bound to each other, and to the whole 
not to interfere in the Trade of the other Company.—Provided— 

always that Partners of the Michilimackinac Company after re- 
tiring therefrom altho continuing to hold a share therein as stipu- 
lated in their Agreement shall not be excluded thereby from their 
Trading or making Outfits to the River St Maurice and Ottawa 
nor shall any of the Partners of the said Michilimackinac Compy 
be considered as Contravening this Agreement if during its Con- 
tinuance they or either of them shall in their individual Capacities 
sell Goods to Persons who afterwards trade the same in the said 
Rivers.—And for the due Performance of all and singular the 

matters and things herein contained and stipulated and agreed, 
the said Parties hereto, Agents and Attornies as aforesaid for 
themselves and as representing the said North West Compy and 
the said Michilimackinac Company do, and doth hereby bind and 
oblige themselves and every of them and all and every Partner 
and Partners of the said North West Company and the said 
Michilimackinac Compy in the Penal Sum of Five Thousand 
pounds to be paid by the Party or Persons infringing, breaking or 
Controverting the Present Agreement to the Party or Persons 
maintaining, observing and upholding the same. 

For thus in good faith it hath been agreed upon by and between 
the said Parties who have to two Parts hereof set their Hands and 
seals the day and Year first above written one Part to remain in 
the hands of the said Agents of the North West Company and the 
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other Part in the hands of the said Agents of the Michilimackinac 
Company. 

Signed Wm McGillivray 
Signed Sealed and | D McGillivray 
Delivered in Presence of Wm Hallowell 

Signed David Ross Rod MacKenzie 
Jas Reid Jno Ogilvie 

Thos Thain 

Jos: Bleakley 
Jac: Giasson 
Geo Gillespie 
Tousst Pothier 
David Mitchell Junr 

Know all men by these presents; Whereas William McGillivray 
Wm Hallowell and Roderic MacKenzie being the Partners now 
Composing the House of McTavish McGillivrays and Compy, 
Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, William MacKay, Jno Macdonald, 
Donald McTavish, A N McLeod, Jno Macdonell, Alexr McDou- 
gall, Charles Chaboillez, Jno Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexr Fraser, 

Hugh McGillis, Jno Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, 
Alext McKay, Alexr Henry, Jno McGillivray, James MacKenzie, 
Simon Fraser, J. D. Campbell, David Thompson, Jno Thomson, 
Eneas Cameron, Sir Alexr MacKenzie, Thomas Forsyth, Jno 
Richardson, John Forsyth, Alexr Ellice, Jno Ingles, James Forsyth, 

Jno Ogilvy, John Mure, Pierre Rocheblave, Alexr MacKenzie, 
John Macdonald, James Leith, John Wills, Jno Haldane, Thomas 
Forsyth, Jno Richardson and Jno Forsyth as Trustees and assignees 
to the Estate of the late Firm of Leith Jameson & Compy and 
Thomas Thain, now Carrying on Trade and Commerce to the 

North West, or Indian Country, and other Places, as Copartners, 

under the name and designation of the North West Compy Under 
certain Articles of Agreement for that purpose made and Entered 
into, bearing date at Montreal the fifth day of November one 
Thousand Eight hundred and four.—And whereas the said Com- 
pany having Confidence in the Integrity and ability of Kenneth 
MacKenzie heretofore one of their Clerks, and being desirous of 

admitting as a Partner in the said Company and Concern for one 
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satisfied and Consented thereto, for that purpose hath and hereby 
Share, being that Vacant by Jno Finlay deed of Assignment dated 
at Montreal one thousand eight hundred and five, under the 
Terms and Conditions in the said Articles of Agreement Mentioned 
and Contained—Now know Ye that the said William McGillivray, 
William Hallowell, Roderic MacKenzie, Angus Shaw, Daniel 

MacKenzie, William MacKay, Jno Macdonald, Donald McTavish, 
A N McLeod, Jno McDonell, Alexr McDougall, Charles Cha- 
boillez, Jno Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexr Fraser, Hugh McGillis, 
Jno Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alexr MacKay, 
Alexr Henry, Jno McGillivray, James MacKenzie, Simon Fraser, 
Jno Duncan Campbell, David Thompson, Jno Thomson, Eneas 
Cameron, Sir Alexr MacKenzie, Thomas Forsyth, John Richardson, 
John Forsyth, Alexr Ellis, Jno Inglis, James Forsyth, Jno Ogilvy, 
Jno Mure, Pierre Rocheblave, Alexr MacKenzie, John Macdonald, 
James Leith, Jno Wills, Jno Haldane, Thomas Forsyth, Jno 
Richardson and Jno Forsyth, Trustees and assignees to the Estate 
of the late Firm of Leith Jameson & Co, and Thomas Thain, 
Either present or by their Attornies.—Have sold consigned and 
made over to the said Kenneth MacKenzie, Now present and 
accepting one full and Equal Share in the said Concern, being the 
Above mentioned Share assigned by Jno Finlay, beginning with the 
Outfit of the present Year one Thousand Eight hundred and Eight 
with all and every the rights benefits and advantages arising or 
to arise therefrom, To have and to hold the said one full share in 

the aforesaid Company or Concern and all other the Premises, 
hereby resolved and assigned unto the said Kenneth McKenzie 
Agreeable to the terms and Conditions of the aforesaid Articles of 
Agreement dated the fifth day of Novr one thousand Eight hundred 
and four, as fully and effectually to all Intents and purposes, as 
any of the aforesaid named persons, being Partners in the said 
Concern, Now hold, exercise, and enjoy their respective Shares 
therein.—And Whereas the said Kenneth MacKenzie by virtue 
of this Agreement hath become a partner in the aforesaid Company 
and Concern, but not having been a party to the aforesaid Articles 
of Agreement under and by virtue of which the said Company and 
Concern, is Constituted and Carried on, and this assignment made; 
and being Desirous and willing in every respect to Conform to and 
Comply with all and every the said Articles of Agreement, which 
he now Declares to have read and perused, and to be therewith fully 
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doth bind and oblige himself Strictly to observe, Comply with and 
Submit to, All and every the clauses Stipulating, penalties, and 
obligations in the aforesaid Articles of Agreement, Mentioned and 
Contained, and every rule and regulation made or to be made, 
under and by virtue thereof, respecting the Said Trade and Com- 
merce, as fully and Effectually to all Intents and purposes, as if 
the said Kenneth MacKenzie had been a party thereto, and had 
with the other Partners therein named, Signed and Subscribed the 
same, willing and Intending, that these presents Shall have the 
Same force and Effect.—In Witness Whereof the said parties, to 
these presents have to two parts thereof interchanged Set their 
Hands and Seals at Fort William in the district of Kamanistiquia 
this fifth day of July in the Year of our Lord one thousand Eight 
hundred and Eight—Angus Shaw Inserted on the Margin before 
signed— 
Alexr McKenzie by T Thain 

Atty 

William McGillivray for self and 
McTavish McGillivray & Co— 

Thomas Forsyth ditto Daniel MacKenzie 
Jno Richardson “Wm MacKay 
Jno Forsyth “Jno McDonald 
Alexr Ellice “Donald McTavish 
Jno Inglis “AN McLeod 
James Forsyth “* Duncan Cameron 
Jno Ogilvy ** James Hughes 
Jno Mure “Hugh McGillis 
Thomas Forsyth) Trustees and 
John Richardson | assignees to 
Jno Forsyth the Estate of 

the late Firm 
Leith Jameson 
& Co 

by Thos Thain their Atty 
James Leith 
John Haldane 
John Wills 

Thomas Thain 
Kenneth MacKenzie 
Signed Sealed and Delivered 
in presence of Alexr Dowie 

Geo Moffatt 

Jno McGillivray 
J. D. Campbell 
David Thompson by D Mc- 

Tavish Atty 
Angus Shaw by Wm McGilli- 

vray Atty 

Eneas Cameron by Ditto 
Peter Grant “do 

Jno Finlay “do 
Simon Fraser ‘‘ AN McLeod 

Pierre Rocheblave do 

Copy 
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Know all Men by these presents; whereas William McGillivray, 
William Hallowell and Roderic MacKenzie [i//legid/e] being the 
Partners now Composing the House of McTavish McGillivrays 
& Company,—Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, William Mac- 
Kay, John Macdonald, Donald McTavish, Archd Norman Mc- 
Leod, John Macdonell, Alexander Macdougall, Charles Cha- 
boillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexr Fraser, Hugh McGillis, John 
Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alexander MacKay, 
Alexr Henry, John McGillivray, James McKenzie, Simon Fraser, 
John Duncan Campbell, David Thompson, John Thomson, 
Eneas Cameron, Sir Alexr MacKenzie, Thomas Forsyth, John 

Richardson, John Forsyth, Alexr Ellice, John Inglis, James Forsyth, 
John Ogilvy, Jno Mure, Pierre Rocheblave, Alexr MacKenzie, 
Jno Macdonald, James Leith, John Wills, John Haldane, Thomas 
Forsyth, Jno Richardson and John Forsyth as Trustees and 
assignees to the Estate of the late Firm of Leith Jameson & Compy 
and Thomas Thain.—Now Carrying on Trade and Commerce to the 
North West or Indian Country and other Places as Copartners, 
under the name and Designation of the North West Company, 
Under certain Articles of Agreement for that Purpose made and 
Entered into bearing date at Montreal the fifth day of November 
one Thousand Eight hundred and four.—And Whereas the Said 
Company having Confidence in the Integrity and abilities of 
Archibald McLellan heretofore one of their Clerks, and being 
Desirous of Admitting him as a partner in the said Company 
and Concern, for one Share being that Vacant by Peter Grant 
deed of assignment dated at Montreal 

one thousand Eight hundred and five, under the Terms and 
Conditions in the said Articles of Agreement Mentioned and Con- 
tained—Now Know Ye that the said William McGillivray, William 
Hallowell, Rod MacKenzie, Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, 
William MacKay, John McDonald, Donald McTavish, Archibald 

Norman McLeod, John McDonell, Alexr McDougall, Charles | 
Chaboillez, John Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexr Fraser, Hugh McGillis, 
Jno Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alexander MacKay, 

Alexr Henry, Jno McGillivray, James MacKenzie, Simon Fraser, 
J Duncan Campbell, David Thompson, Jno Thomson, Eneas 
Cameron, Sir Alexr MacKenzie, Thomas Forsyth, Jno Richardson, 
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Jno Forsyth, Alexr Ellice, Jno Inglis, James Forsyth, John Ogilvie, 
Jno Mure, Pierre Rocheblave, Alexr MacKenzie, Jno Macdonald, 
James Leith, Jno Wills, Jno Haldane, Thomas Forsyth, Jno Richard- 
son, and Jno Forsyth as Trustees and assignees to the Estate of the 
late Firm of Leith Jameson and Compy and Thomas Thain, either 
present or by their Attornies. Have Sold assigned and made over 
to the said Archibald McLellan, Now present and accepting one 
full and Equal Share in the said Concern, being the above men- 
tioned Share assigned by Peter Grant, beginning with the Outfit 
for the present Year one Thousand Eight hundred and Eight, 
with all and every the rights Benefits and Advantages arising or 
to arise therefrom. 

To have and to hold the said one full Share in the aforesaid 
Company or Concern, and all other the premises, hereby resolved 
and assigned unto the said Archibald McLellan Agreeable to 
the Terms and Conditions of the aforesaid Articles of Agreement 
dated the fifth day of November one thousand Eight and four, 
as fully and Effectually to all Intents and purposes, as any of 
the before named Persons being Partners in the said Concern, 
Now hold Exercise, and enjoy these Respective Shares therein.— 
And whereas the said Archibald McLellan by Virtue of this assign- 
ment hath become a partner in the aforesaid Company and Concern, 
but not having been a party to the aforesaid Articles of Agreement 
under and by Virtue of which the said Company and Concern is 
Constituted and Carried on, and this assignment made; And 
being Desirous and willing in every respect to Conform to and 
Comply with all and Every the said Articles of Agreement, Which 
he now declares to have read and perused, and to be therewith 
fully satisfied and Consented thereto, for that purpose hath and 
hereby doth Bind and oblige himself strictly to observe, comply 
with, and submit to all and every the Clauses Stipulations and 
penalties and obligations in the aforesaid Articles of Agreement 
Mentioned and Contained, and every rule and regulation made 
or to be made under and by Virtue thereof.—Respecting the said 
Trade and Commerce, as fully and effectually to all Intents and 

purposes, as if the said Archibald McLellan had been a party 

thereto, and had with the other partners therein named, Signed 
and Subscribed the same, willing and intending that these presents 
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shall have the same force and Effect.—In Witness whereof the 
said Parties, to these presents, have to two parts thereof inter- 
changeable set their Hands and Seals at Fort William in the 
District of Kamanistiquia this Sixth day of July in the of Our 
Lord one thousand Eight and Eight. 

Signed 
Alexr Mackenzie by Thos 

Thain Atty 
Thomas Forsyth ditto 
Jno Richardson ditto 
Jno Forsyth ditto 
Alexr Ellice ditto 
Jno Inglis “ 
James Forsyth 
Jno Ogilvy 
Jno Mure “ 
Thomas Forsyth) Trustees & 
Jno Richardson | assignees to 
Jno Forsyth the Estate of 

the late 
Firm of 
Leith Jame- 
son & Co by 
Thos Thain 

James Leith 
Jno Haldane 
Jno Wills 
Thomas Thain 

William McGillivray for self and 
McTavish McGillivrays & Co 

Daniel MacKenzie 
Wm MacKay 
Jno McDonald 
Donald McTavish 
AN McLeod 
Duncan Cameron 
James Hughes 
Hugh McGillis 
Jno McGillivray 
J D. Campbell 
David Thompson by D 

McTavish 
A Shaw by Wm McGillivray 
Eneas Cameron by Do 
Peter Grant by Do 
Jno Finlay by Do 
Simon Fraser 

: yAN 
Pierre Rocheblave McLeod 

Signed by Archibald McLellan at Lac La Pluie 16th July 1808 

J G McTavish Witnesses 

Andrew MacKenzie 

Copy 

K McK. 

Know all men by these presents Whereas William McGillivray 
Wiliiam Hallowell and Roderic McKenzie, being the partners 
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now Composing the House of McTavish McGillivray & Co Angus 
Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, William MacKay, Jno Macdonald, 

Donald McTavish, Archd Norman McLeod, Jno McDonell, Alexr 
McDougall, Charles Chaboillez, Jno Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexr 
Fraser, Hugh McGillis Jno Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James 
Hughes, Alexr MacKay, Alexr Henry, Jno McGillivray, James 
MacKenzie, Simon Fraser, J Duncan Campbell, David Thompson, 
Jno Thomson, Eneas Cameron, Sir Alexander MacKenzie, Thomas 

Forsyth, Jno Richardson, Jno Forsyth, Alexr Ellice, Jno Inglis, 
James Forsyth, Jno Ogilvy, Jno Mure, Pierre Rocheblave, Alexr 

MacKenzie, Jno Macdonald, James Leith, Jno Wills, Jno Haldane, 

Thomas Forsyth, John Richardson and Jno Forsyth as Trustees 
and assignees to the Estate of the late Firm of Leith Jameson & Co, 
Thomas Thain, Kenneth MacKenzie and Archibald McLellan, 
now carrying on Trade and Commerce to the North West or Indian 
Country, and other places as Copartners, under the name and 
Designation of the North West Compy, under certain Articles of 
Agreement for that purpose made and entered into, bearing date 
at Montreal the fifth day of November one thousand Eight hundred 
and four.—And whereas the said Company having Confidence in 
the Integrity and abilities of Ronald Cameron heretofore one of 
their Clerks, and being Desirous of admitting him as a Partner in 
the said Company and Concern for one Share, being that Vacant 
by Mr Jno Sayer deed of assignment dated at Montreal 
one Thousand Eight hundred and Seven, under the Terms and 
Conditions in the said Articles of Agreement Mentioned and Con- 
tained, Now Know Ye that the said William McGillivray, William 

Hallowell, Roderic MacKenzie, Angus Shaw, Daniel MacKenzie, 

William McKay, Jno Macdonald, Donald McTavish, Archd 
Norman McLeod, Jno Macdonell, Alexr McDougall, Charles 

Chaboillez, Jno Sayer, Peter Grant, Alexr Fraser, Hugh McGillis, 
Jno Finlay, Duncan Cameron, James Hughes, Alexr MacKay, 
Alexr Henry, Jno McGillivray, James McKenzie, Simon Fraser, 
J Duncan Campbell, David Thompson, Jno Thomson, Eneas 
Cameron, Sir Alexr MacKenzie, Thomas Forsyth, Jno Richardson, 
Jno Forsyth, Alexr Ellice, Jno Ingles, James Forsyth, Jno Ogilvy, 
John Mure, Pierre Rocheblave, Alexr MacKenzie, Jno McDonald, 
James Leith, Jno Wills, Jno Haldane, Thomas Forsyth, Jno 
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Richardson and Jno Forsyth as Trustees and assignees to the 
Estate of the late Firm of Leith Jameson & Compy, Thomas Thain, 
Kenneth McKenzie and Archibald McLellan, either present or by 
their Attornies, Have sold assigned and made over to the said 
Ronald Cameron Now present and accepting one full and Equal 
Share in the said Concern, being the above mentioned Share 
assigned by Jno Sayer, beginning with the Outfit for the present 
Year one thousand Eight hundred and Eight with all and every 

the rights benefits and advantages arising or to arise therefrom.—To 
have and to hold the said one full share in the aforesaid Company 
or Concern, and all other the presents, hereby resolved and assigned 
unto the said Ronald Cameron, Agreeable to the Terms and Con- 
ditions of the aforesaid Articles of Agreement dated the fifth day 
of November one thousand Eight hundred and four, as fully 
and effectually to all intents and Purposes, as any of the before 
named persons, being Partners in the said Concern, now hold 

exercise, and enjoy their respective Shares therein.—And whereas 
the said Ronald Cameron by Virtue of this assignment hath 
become a Partner in the aforesaid Company and Concern, but 
not having been a party to the aforesaid Articles of Agreement 

under and by Virtue of which the said Company and Concern, is 
Constituted and Carried on and this Assignment made, And being 
Desirous and Willing in every respect to Conform to and Comply 
with, all and every the said Articles of Agreement, which he now 

Declares to have read and perused, and to be therewith fully 
satisfied and Consented thereto, for that purpose hath and hereby 
doth bind and oblige himself Strictly to observe, Comply with, and 

Submit to, all and every the clauses Stipulations and penalties 
and obligations in the aforesaid Articles of Agreement mentioned 
and Contained, and any rule and regulation made or to be made, 
under and by Virtue thereof—respecting the said Trade and 
Commerce, as fully and effectually to all Intents and purposes, 
as if the said Ronald Cameron had been a party thereto, and had 
with the other Partners therein named, Signed and subscribed the 
same, willing and intending that these Presents shall have the 
same force and Effect.—In Witness whereof the said Parties to 
these presents, have to two parts thereof interchangeable set their 
Hands and Seals at Fort William in the District of Kamanistiquia 
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this Twenty third day of July in the Year of our Lord one Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eight. 

Signed Rod MacKenzie for self & McTavish 

McGillivs & Co 
Daniel MacKenzie 

Witnesses Duncan Cameron 

Alexr Dowie Jno Macdonell 
Geo Moffatt H MacGillis 

Charles Chaboillez 

Thomas Thain for all the Parties of 

Sir A MacKenzie & Co 

Jno McDonald 
James Leith 
Jno Haldane 
Thomas Thain 

Kenneth MacKenzie 

Ronald Cameron 

Copy 
KMcK 

Wuereas by the Sixteen Article of the old North West Agreement 
bearing date at the Grand Portage the fifth day of July one thousand 
Eight hundred and two; said Article forming part of the General 
Agreement entered into at Montreal the fifth day of November 

one Thousand Eight hundred and four.—It was Stipulated and 
Agreed upon by the Contracting parties that upon the death of 
any of the Wintering Partners in the said Concern, His Share and 
Interest should cease and determine; but that the Heirs or Legal 
Representatives of such Deceased Partner should for and during 
the space of Seven Years from his Decease, be entitled to demand 
and receive from said Concern an Equivalent to one half of the 
Share or Interest such Deceased Partner held in the Concern,—And 

it having been represented by the Wintering Partners that by the 
Construction now put on the above Article, the Interest of a de- 
ceased Partner must sustain Injury, if after the Importation of 
the Goods intended for the Concern the ensuing Year at his risk, 
his full share in such goods should not be continued, until they are 
disposed of for the General Account.—-In order therefore to afford 



238 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

every advantage to the Estate of a deceased Partner—It is now 
Agreed upon by the undersigned Wintering Partners of the North 

West Compy—and assented to by the Agents present, but without 
meaning to pledge the remainder of the Concern to a Concurrence 
in the Measure—that upon the Death of any of the Wintering 
Partners in the said Company, his Share and Interest shall cease; 
but that his Heirs or Legal Representatives of such deceased 
Partner shall for and during the next Year Ensuing, after his 
Decease, be entitled to claim and receive an Equivalent to the 
full share he held in the Concern,—And be further entitled to 
Demand and receive from the said North West Co and the Agents 
thereof, for and during the space of Six Years thereafter (if the 
Concern should so long continue) an Equivalent to one half of 
the Share or Interest such Deceased Partner held in the Concern. 

In all cases strictly Conforming to all the rules & Regulations 
Stipulated for in the above Article of Agreement and securing 
inviolably the principles laid down in the same, from which this 
Resolve is not in the least meant or understood to Deviate. Fort 
William 14th July 1808 

Signed William McGillivray for self & McTavish McGs & Co 
Daniel MacKenzie 
William MacKay 
Jno Macdonald 
Donald McTavish 
Jno Macdonell 
Charles Chaboillez 
Duncan Cameron 
James Hughes 
Alexr MacKay 
Hugh McGillis 
Jno McGillivray 
J D. Campbell 
Alexr MacKenzie 
James Leith 
Jno Haldane 
Jno Wills 
Thomas Thain for’self & Sir A McKenzie & Co 

Copy K MacKenzie ¥ 
KMcK = Jno MacDonald 
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Wuereas a Concern or Company has been formed at Montreal 
by Forsyth Richardson & Co and McTavish McGillivray’s & Co 
(with Authority to Admit other Associates) for carrying on Trade 
to the Indian Country from Michilimackinac, under the Firm of 
the Montreal Michilimackinac Company; and another Concern 

or Company has been formed at New York by Jno Jacob Astor 
and others, under the Firm of the American Fur Company, also 
for the purpose of Carrying on Trade to the Indian Country; And 
whereas experience has proved, that the people, supplying Materials 
for carrying on that Trade are best procured in part from and 
through Canada, and in part from and through the State of New 

York, Consequently an opposition between Companies so circum- 
stanced, would be productive of certain loss to both, whilst a 
Reciprocal Communication of the advantages arising out of the 
locality would assure a Material benefit to each. It is therefore 
hereby concluded and agreed upon by and between William 
McGillivray of Montreal Merchant now at New York in the State 
of New York, for and on behalf of all those Concerned or that may 
become Concerned in the Montreal Michilimackinac Compy, and 
John Jacob Astor of New York Merchant, now at the same place, 
for and on behalf of all those Concerned, or that may become 
Concerned in the American Fur Company as follows viz. 

ARTICLE Ist 

That for five Years from the first of April next all Outputs to 
be made for the Trade to the Interior Country from Michilimac- 
kinac, Commencing with the Outfit of the Year 1811, all Supplies 
of whatsoever Kind which shall be requisite for the said Trade, 
shall be furnished by each of the Companies aforesaid in equal 
proportions and from such places where the same can be procured 
to most advantage, whether England, Canada, or the United States. 

ARTICLE 2D 

That the Montreal Company shall Import by Quebec their 
proportion of Goods from England, and the American FurCompany 
shall import their proportion by New York, so as that one half of 
the Amount of the value of Goods, imported shall be by Quebec 
and the other half by New York, unless from Political events or 
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other causes, it shall hereafter be found for Mutual benefit to vary 
the proportion—And the Montreal Company shall furnish all such 
Articles as will be required from Canada, and the American Fur 
Company all such Articles as it may be found necessary to have 
from the United States.—And for the supplies so imported and so 
procured or furnished, no more shall be charged by each Company 
than the Actual cost and charges, (Interest inclusive when such 
accrues) which they respectively shall have paid or become liable 
for, either in the first instance or in forwarding the same their 
ultimate destination. It being understood and hereby agreed, that 
each Company shall furnish to the other its due proportion and in 
due season, from time to time of all the Monies needful for the 
fulfilment of Engagements made or to be made as Occasions 
require, for the said supplies from Canada and the United States, 
as well as for the Cash advances which in the Course of the said 
Trade to be carried on therefrom shall become expedient and 
necessary Keeping always in view the principle of Equalising from 
time to time as nearly as may be the Respective Advances of each 
Company in their due proportions until that the Annual general 
Equalization herein after mentioned can take place. 

ARTICLE 3p 

And whereas certain Merchandize, Goods and Effects are 

remaining at Montreal, St Joseph and Michilimackinac being the 
remainder of the stock of the late Michilimackinac Company— 
And whereas the Montreal Company have purchased six sixteenths 
of said Goods, it is agreed that the said Purchase shall be for 
account of the present Concern at the price and terms purchased, 

And the American Fur Company shall also be interested in the 
remaining ten Sixteenths parts of said Goods, and shall Account 
for their proportion of Interest to the Montreal Company—viz 
The Goods at Montreal shall be taken at First cost and charges at 
the price at which Goods of Equal Quality will be shipped this 
Year from England and Payable the first day of January next, and 
those in the Upper Country at the Inventory price of the late 
Michilimackinac Company and payable on the first day of October 

1812, and Debts due by Clerks and Engages shall be assumed by 

this Concern at such valuation as the Agents shall Judge fair to 
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both parties, and in case of a disagreement they shall call a 
distinguished person to decide the Amount to be paid, that is to 
say, the proportion of the American Fur Company on the first of 
October next—It being understood however that the assumption 

of Debts here alluded to are of such persons only as shall be deemed 
necessary to be employed by this Concern for this Concern for the 
future. 

ARTICLE 4TH 

That on the Arrival at Michilimackinac of the Goods and 
supplies so furnished by each Company the same (to avoid the 
ruinous consequences of opposition in the Interior) shall not be 
treated apart but shall be put together and the needful Outfits or 
supplies to Traders made therefrom, to which each Company shall 
Contribute an equal proportion as well as of every expence and 
advance needful for or incident to Equipments or Outfits to the 
Indian Country. 

ARTICLE 5TH 

That this Concern shall annually send two Agents one of which 
to be appointed by each Company, with proper assistants to 
Michilimackinac to do the Business thereof, as well in respect to 
the Equipments or Outfits and receiving payments or returns 
therefrom and Sending the same down, as in respect to Keeping 

and settling the requisite Accounts and Transacting whatsoever 

else may Concern the trade; and the said Agents shall in the Month 

of October or earlier in each year furnish to each Company Lists 
or Schedules of the Supplies which they shall consider needful for 
the Outfit of the succeeding season, distinguishing therein such 
Articles as are to be provided from England, Canada, and the States 
Respectively: And no Agent shall receive for his salary or services 

more than the Sum of Two Thousand Dollars per annum—and his 
Expenses payd while on Actual duty for the Concern absent from 
Montreal or New York on the business of this Concern. 

ARTICLE 6TH 

That all Returns from the Trade shall belong to each Concern 
in Equal proportions, and be sent undivided to such places as shall 

16 
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be considered best for the disposal of the same to most Advantage, 
and each Company shall observe its undivided share or proportion 
in each Article until sold, when the Nett proceeds thereof shall be 
divided, but if in the opinion of John Jacob Astor it shall be thought 
best that the Major part of the returns shall be sent to New York, 
not exceeding in the whole Amount two thirds of the Returns, the 
same shall be sent and sold or Shipped by the American Fur 
Company who are to be allowed two and one half per Cent Com- 
mission on the Amount, in Consideration of the said Mr. Jacob 
Astors Attention to the Superintending in the assortment, dis- 
posing and shipping of the same. 

ARTICLE 7TH 

That Returns sent to Canada shall be disposed of by the 
Montreal Company, and Returns sent to the United States shall 
be disposed of by the American Fur Company, and the Nett pro- 
ceeds Reciprocally accounted for by the one to the other in their 
Respective propositions, but no Commission shall be allowed 
thereon, other than Amounts mentioned in the foregoing Article 
to the American Fur Company, nor any Charge made beyond the 
Actual expenses disbursed. 

ARTICLE 8TH 

That Shipments to England upon Account of the Companies, 
shall be consigned without Division of the Articles shipped to 
MacTavish Fraser & Co and to Inglis Ellice and Co, and the Nett 

proceeds thereof credited according to the respective Interests of 
the Companies therein—And Shipments elsewhere shall be con- 
signed as may at the time be thought most advantageous for the 
Concern. 

ARTICLE 9TH 

That there shall be establishments or Agencies provided at 
Montreal and New York for Carrying on the Trade to the Indian 
Country hereby contemplated—That such Establishments shall 
be formed upon as economical principles as the case will admit of, 

And the Acting Agent of each Company at Montreal and New 
York, shall be the Agents as above mentioned who are to go up 
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Annually to Michilimackinac:—And in order to prevent unneces- 
sary expences as far as may be, and to give to each Company an 
Interest that each branch of the business, shall be done in the place 
best adapted to it the Expences of the said Establishments respec- 
tively (according to an estimate or scale to be Agreed upon) shall 
be Reciprocally borne in the proportions that each Company shall 
have in the Trade. 

ARTICLE 10 

That Regular Books shall be Kept by Each Establishment at 
Montreal and New York, and General Accounts shall be stated 

therefrom, and rendered by the one Company to the other up to 
the 31st of December in each Year, at which period a general 
Equalization in the due proportions of all advances (when not 

already made) shall take place, Comprehending Interest where the 
same shall accrue thereon. 

ARTICLE 11] 

To remove all causes of Collision with the Company Trading 
from Canada called the North West Company, it is hereby agreed 
that the Companies who are parties hereto, shall on no Account 
trade nor Equip any person to Trade after the Outfit of the Year 
1811 with Indians beyond the Territorial Limits of the United 
States, unless to such part of Lake Huron as shall not be within 
the limits of any Trading Post, at present Established by the said 
North West Compy—Provided always that the said North West 
Co, shall also agree on their part not to trade nor Equip any 
person to trade after the said Outfit of the Year 1811 with Indians 
within the Territorial limits of the United States, nor beyond the 
limits of any Trading post near Lake Huron now Actually Estab- 
lished by the said Company. It being however understood, that 

for the Outfit 1811, each compy is to Conform itself to the Re- 
strictions agreed upon between the North West Company and the 
said late Michilimackinac Company. 

ARTICLE 12 

And whereas the Factories established and supported at a heavy 
expence by the United States, for Trading with Indians may be 
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withdrawn, it is therefore understood and hereby agreed upon, by 
and between the parties hereto, that in such case, the proportion of 
Shares herein before Established for each of the Companies, shall 
be altered in so far, that the Montreal Company shall only furnish 

one third part of all supplies and receive one third of all Returns 
and payments, & the American Fur Company, in such case shall 
furnish two third parts of all Supplies and receive two third parts 

of all Returns and payments and every disbursement and receipt of 
whatsoever Kind Shall in the like Case be in such new proportion; 
but the present Agreement is to remain in full force in all respects 
excepting as to such alteration of the proportions in the Event of 
such withdrawal of the said Factories. 

ARTICLE 13 

That on the Receipt of the Returns which shall arise from the 
Outfit to be made in the Year 1815—or sooner if the present 
Agreement shall by common consent of the parties thereto be 
annulled, then every thing in which the said two Companies shall 
have an Interest, whether consisting of Furs and Skins, Merchan- 

dise or other Effects, or debts due by traders or other Persons shall 

either be divided in Kind in the proportions above said, so as to 
be as nearly as possible of like proportional value or shall be put 
into the hands of Agents to be sold or realised for the common 
benefit, and the proceeds then divided, or the same shall be sold 
at public Auction to the highest bidder, who shall give sufficient 
security for duly complying with the Conditions of payment which 
shall have been Agreed upon to regulate such sale. 

ArricLe 147TH 

It is hereby expressly Agreed upon by and between the Parties 
hereto, that the North West Company shall after the present 
deliver up to this Concern all and every Post of Trade or Trading 
house, which they at present Occupy within the Territories or Limits 
of the United States of America and shall not hold any separate 
Interest in Trade with any other person or persons other than the 
present Concern in the Indian Country within the Territories of 
the United States of America, nor furnish any person or persons 
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with Goods for the Purpose aforesaid—And it is Further declared 
and agreed upon that the Limits within which the Trade of this 
Concern shall be carried on has no application whatsoever to any 
Country beyond the Ridge of the Rocky Mountains, nor the River 
Mississipie nor to the North west Coast or in the Pacific Ocean, any 

thing herein contained to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

ArTICLE 15 

As both the parties to these presents have ordered Supplies of 
Goods for the Indian Trade from England and other places:—It is 
hereby understood that such supplies of whatsoever Kind or nature 

they may be, shall be received into the stock of this Concern and 
Accounted for by the one party to the other, as forming part of the 
Outfit 1811, without any advantage to the party so providing, than 

if such Supplies had been ordered by the Joint Concern. 

ARTICLE 16TH 

It is hereby declared and agreed upon that the Business in Con- 
templation and to be carried on by this Concern shall be conducted 
under the Firm of the South West Fur Company, and shall so 
Continue for the full end and term of Five Years next to come or 
five Complete Outfits. 

In witness whereof the parties to these presents have hereunto 
set their Hands and Seals at New York the twenty Eight day of 
January 1811. 

Sealed and Delivered in Signed{Jno Jacob Astor for and on 
presence of behalf of the American Fur 
Signed David Hardenbrook Compy 

Wm McGillivray for McTavish 
McGilli® & Co and for and on 
behalf of Forsyth Richardson & 
Co and the North West Com- 

pany 
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20: MINUTES OF THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE Nortu West CoMPANY 
at Forr WixtraM, 1807-1814.1 

[Hudson's Bay House.] 

The North West Company having met on the 10th July 1807 
to concert the arrangement of the Departments for the Current 
year—the following distribution of the Wintering Gentlemen was 
unanimously agreed upon— 

Athabasca Fort des Prairies 
Mr McLeod Mr M’Donald 

** Thompson ‘“* Hughes 
“ Fraser “ Thompson 
** Rocheblave 
“ McKenzie Fort Dauphin 

Mr M’Donald 

Atha’ River 

Mr McGillivray Up: Red River 
Mr M’Donell 

English River 
Mr M’Tavish Lower Red River 
“ Campbell Mr Henry 

Rat River Fond du Lac 

Mr Wills Mr M’Gillis 

iThese minutes, which are reproduced by permission of the Governor and 

Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company, are in a manuscript book, pre- 

served in Hudson’s Bay House, which is apparently an original record. The 

minutes for 1807 are in the handwriting of Duncan McGillivray, those for 1808 
and 1809 in that of Thomas Thain, those for 1810 in that of Angus Shaw, and 
those for 1811 to 1814 in that of William McGillivray. The book would appear 

to have been left in Hudson’s Bay House by William McGillivray after the 

union of 1821. What has happened to the book containing the minutes from 

1815 to 1821 is a matter of conjecture. It would seem probable that it too was 

deposited in Hudson’s Bay House after 1821; but if so, it has disappeared. It 
may have been retained by William McGillivray while he was acting as a member 

of the advisory board on the fur-trade in 1821-4, or it may have been removed 

later in connection with one of the litigations which followed the failure of 

McTavish, McGillivrays and Co. in 1825, 
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Lake Ouinipique Pic 
Mr Cameron Mr Chaboillez 

River Ouinipique Michipicotan 

Mr A. McKay Mr Leith 

Lac des Isles Lac La pluie 
Mr Ranald Cameron Mr McLellan 

Monontague Kamanistiquia 
Mr Haldane Mr Kenneth McKenzie 

The Proprietors having Met on the 11th July 1807 Mr D. M’G 
on the part of the Agents, brought a charge of irregularity against 
Mr Sayer for absenting himself from his post on two different 

occasions, contrary to the opinion of the said Agent, and unmindful 
of the interest of the Concern.—In the course of a desultory 
conversation the general opinion seemed to be that the charge 
was not without foundation, but the object of it being absent it 
was considered hard to condemn him unheard. At length an 
expedient was suggested which for the present rendered any 
further discussion unnecessary; the Agents were authorized to 
make the following proposition to Mr Sayer on the part of the 
Concern, and they were dirécted to acquaint him that should he 
decline the same, he must come up to this place next year to resume 

his former situation of a Wintering Partner. 
lst Mr Sayer to retire from the North West Company as an Active 

Partner, but to retain one half his interest therein for 7 years, 

on the conditions set forth in the Agreement. The other half 
of his present interest to be relinquished by him & assigned 
over to the Concern to be disposed of as they should think fit. 

2d In consideration of such retiring & relinguishment as above 

said—The North West Co to assign over to Mr Sayer & to 
his Heirs forever, all their right and title to the farm at the 
Chats in the Grand River, together with the buildings Cattle 

&c thereon, in as full and ample a manner as they themselves 
hold the Above property; reserving only therefrom the Goods 
and other Articles usually intended for the Indian Trade. 
And should Mr Sayer be disposed to continue to Trade with 
the Natives on his own account he will be at liberty so to do, 
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providing he does not interfere in any manner whatsoever 
with the Trade of the Posts belonging to the North West Co. 

Mr Alexander McKay proposed that should Mr Sayer decline 
the above proposal he himself should have the preference of accept- 
ing it, which was unanimously agreed to, & consequently, should 
the said Mr Sayer decline the proposal, Mr A. McKay is considered 
as having accepted of it on the aforesaid conditions. 

A long conversation then followed reJative to the St Maurice 
& Kings Posts Departments, and the Wintering partners unani- 
mously desired that the Outfit of the former should be in future 
so limited as to secure the Concern from loss,—that River being 
considered merely as a barrier to defend the borders of the neigh- 
bouring posts, and the Outfit thereto to be adapted to this purpose 
only.—With respect to the latter Department it was observed that 
the Stock employed in it was far too great compared with the 
profits; The Vessels Men & Boats employed in the fishing were 
freely descanted upon, and this part of the business was entirely 
disapproved of by the Wintering Gentn as being too expensive & 
perhaps ill-understood consequently they proposed that the Fishing 
along the whole Coast, with all the Vessels boats tackle &c employed 

therein should be disposed of to the best advantage, and that the 
Managers of that quarter should in future direct their attention 
exclusively to the Indian Trade alone, being the true & only 
Legitimate business of the NWCo. To all these proposals the 
Agents without hesitation gave their assent, & promised to take 
the necessary measures accordingly on their arrival at Montl. 

July 13th. 

The Wintering partners having objected that their Summer 
Accounts of each year should be charged to them respectively on 

the 30th Novr following—contrary to former custom—it was 
agreed that should the accounts hereafter be settled in that way— 
they should not be liable to pay any interest on such accounts 
for the next ensuing year. 

The term ‘Agents’ having been objected to as being too fre- 
quently used, to the exclusion of what were considered more 
appropriate terms—It was agreed upon, that hereafter, the term 

‘Agents or Directors’ should only be used as it was formerly applied 
to the House of M’T. Frobisher & Co & not otherwise. 
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July 13th Contd 

The Partners of the Old Concern having taken into considera- 
tion, a claim made by the Wintering Partners of A. M. K Co, 
for retaining half their Share or interest in the Concern for 7 years 
after retiring from the Country, similarly to the provision made in 
such cases for the said partners of the old Concern; It was deter- 
mined, that tho’ the contracting parties to the N West Agreement 
of 1802, did not intend that such provision should be made for 
partners to be afterwards admitted into the Concern on One 
Share—yet it appeared necessary & proper that they (Partners 
holding one Share) should be entitled to such advantage—And as 
an Act of liberality & justice worthy of the Concern, it was unani- 

mously resolved that such partners should hereafter hold or retain 
one half their share & interest, for the same time & in the same 
manner as is provided for in the said Agreement in behalf of the 
partners holding two Shares. 

This determination was accordingly announced to the Wintering 
partners of A. M. K. Co, at which they expressed their satisfaction. 

20th July— 

A Meeting took place to decide on the relative claims of Mr 
Kenneth McKenzie & Mr Robert Henry (both Clerks to the 
Concern) to be promoted to the first vacant Share to be disposed 
of. The following Gentn gave their suffrages in favor of Mr 
McKenzie.—Messrs William McKay, Daniel McKenzie, M’Donell 

—A McKay—Rocheblave, M’Donald MKCo Leith & Haldane; 
And Messrs M’Tavish M’Donald Cameron—Henry, M’Gillis, & 
John McGillivray, declared for Mr Henry—by which it appeared 
that the majority of the Wintering Partners themselves, (inde- 
pendent of the interest of the Agents) was in favor of Mr McKenzie 

—It is Accordingly Agreed upon that Mr Kenneth McKenzie 
should be the first Clerk in the Company’s service to be promoted 
to a share—And also that Mr Robert Henry should be the second 
person provided for, which is accordingly resolved. 

The Wintering partners having proposed that the name of this 
place should be changed & that of Fort William substituted in its 
stead as being more simple and appropriate the Agents gave 
their assent and the name ‘Kamanistiquia’ is accordingly discon- 
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tinued & abolished for ever & that of Fort William is adopted in 
its place. 

The Agents having attentively perused this and the forgoing 
nine pages, said that they contain a correct and brief account of 

the principal transactions of the North West Co during the current 
Season—In witness whereof the said Agents have thereto set their 
hands this 31st July 1807 at Fort William aforesaid. 

Duncan McGillivray 
Rod Mackenzie 

Thomas Thain 

Agents 

N,W,Co, 

Minutes of the Deliberations and Transactions of The North West 
Company assembled at Fort William, at their regular Annual 
Meetings from the 3d to the 9th July 1808—Present at the Meet- 
ings, and at each of them by themselves or Attornies, Partners 
holding Eighty five Shares or Votes. 

The State of the Inventories of the Interior, and other Stock 

belonging to the Concern being taken into consideration, and an 
ample discussion having taken place on the Subject, the following 
Points were decided Viz. 

That the Advance charged on Goods remaining in the Interior 
was too high, the Expences of transport at present not being so 
Extravagant, as when the Calculations fixing this Advance were 
made, however correct at that time. 

That in the present State of the Country, and the order of 
things brought about, in consequence of the Junction Agreement, 

the sum charged to the Inventories for Indian Credits was too 
much and ought to be diminished, as tending to create a false Stock 
—That the Forts, and Buildings all over the Interior Country and 
at Saint Marys, were rated too high in the Accounts, and which 

also was keeping up a false Stock. 
That it was very desirable the present heavy Inventories and 

Stock of Goods on hand should be reduced, as far as the Safety of the 
Concern can admit of it, and that every measure tending to this 

object should be adopted by the Agents and Wintering Partners. 
The above principles having been unanimously agreed to— 

Messrs Roderick McKenzie, Thain, McTavish, Duncan Cameron, 
& Haldane were appointed a Committee to investigate these 
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Serious Objects, & report to the Meeting the result, which was as 

follows; That having the proper Documents & Materials before 
them, are of Opinion, after mature Consideration, that the 
following alterations in the present System of carrying ‘on the 
business in the Interior will ultimately tend to the Interest of 
the Concern, 

In Athabasca, less Canoes being required to take in the Goods, 
than to take out the Packs, an equal proportion of the Expence 
ought to be deducted from the Outfit, and laid on the Returns, say 
One fifth. 

We consider Athabaska River in the same light with Athabaska 
Department. 

The Transport of Stores, such as flour Sugar, Beeff Pork &c 
being of the same Inconveniency with Powder, High Wines &c, we 
think the freight ought to be the same. 

Outfits made in the Interior to distant posts such as Mackenzies 
River, New Caledonia from Athabaska and the Columbia from 

Fort de Prairies, requiring new Setts of Men and Incurring ad- 
ditional Expences, ought to be valued accordingly. 

The present Amount allowed in the Inventories for Buildings 
is too high and ought to be reduced gradually, say Seven per Cent 
per Annum deduction. 

Balance due by Indians at the taking of the Inventories in the 

Spring, we consider bad Stock—However as Indians of distant 
quarters & Chippewayans must be encouraged to work, by giving 

them Advances, we think some Allowance necessary—To Atha- 

baska, and English River say One Shilling & Sixpence H. per Skin, 
provided that the Credits in Athabaska Department do not exceed 
Fifteen Hundred Pounds, nor those of the English River Depart- 
ment Five Hundred Pounds—The Old Amount exceeding this Sum 

to be reduced to this Standard in two Years, that is to say, One half 

of the deductions this Year, and the other half the next. The 

Iroquois Credits in the Athabaska & Athabaska River Departs 
to be valued as heretofore say One Dollar per Skin—It is understood 
that the Indian Credits at Michipicotton and the Pic, shall not 
exceed Twelve hundred Skins each, which are considered worth 
Half a dollar per Skin—All other Indian Credits to the Westward of 
St Marys are considered good for nothing, and of course not be 
placed upon the Inventories—The Credits due at Temiskamingue 
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not to exceed in value Twelve hundred Pounds Currency—Those 
of the other posts in the lower Departments, abating the King’s 
Posts, we consider good for nothing. 

For the Articles In Use, half their Value when new, to be con- 
sidered sufficient. 

The Expences attending Goods to Michipicotton and the Pic, 
being the same as those to Fort William, we think the Advance 
ought to be the same, say twenty three per Cent on the Montreal 
Cost. 

All the different Departments of Nipigon to bear the same 
Advance. 

Lac La Pluye to be considered apart from other Departs Fond 
du Lac Ditto—Ditto 

Lac Ouinipique 
River Ouinipique 
Upper Red River 
Lower Red River 
Fort Dauphin 
English River & Rat River to have a Tariff apart from the other 

These Departments being much about the same 
distance from here, & the Expences being nearly 
the same—the Advance on the Goods &c ought 
to be the same. 

departments 
Athabaska Department to have a Tariff apart 
Athabaska River ditto ditto 
Athabaska Equipts at Lac La Pluye ditto—ditto 
Upper & Lower Fort de Prairies to have a separate Tariff. 

The Advance on Goods at the different departments, to be 
formed from the true Statement of Expence attending the Trans- 
port of the property to each. 

It is considered proper, that a certain proportion of the Expence 
of transport should be laid on the Returns from the Interior—It 
is supposed that an average loading of a Canoe is about twenty 
packs—But making allowances for Proprietors, Clerks, and other 

Incumbrances, we reduce this number again to fifteen, which at 
the rate of forty Shillings per pack will make Thirty Pounds per 
Canoe, to be deducted from the Expences now laid on the Goods 
for Transport Into the Interior. 

As a Guide for the Agents of the Company, in order to procure 
the necessary Supplies for each Year, we think the Heads of Depart- 
ments, should give in as soon as possible after their Arrival at this 
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place, the requisition for the following Year, subject however to 
the Inspection, and Control of the Council. 

Fort William 7 July 1808 
Rodk McKenzie 

Thomas Thain 

Signed 4Dond McTavish 
Duncan Cameron 

John Haldane 

The Report having been approved of by the Meeting, but it 
requiring more time, to enter minutely into the necessary Calcu- 

lations, on the rate of Transport &c &c than could now be spared, 
it was left to the Agents to complete after their Return to Montreal, 
and it was agreed that these principles, & new rates so to be ascer- 
tained, should be applied to the Inventories; to be assumed by the 
Concern of 1808, now the property of the Adventure of the Year 
1807. 

Having taken into consideration the nature of the Equipments 
for the Men, and such other Articles as it has been customary to 
supply them with, and it having been represented by the Wintering 
Partners, that the use of Rattan Capots gave rise to general dis- 
satisfaction in the Country; It was agreed that the Importation of 
Rattans from England should be discontinued, and that Blue Cloth 

of a suitable quality should be substituted in its stead—Nevertheless 
as there is a quantity of Rattan on hand, the throwing aside of 
which would occasion a loss to the Company, that Rattan Capots 
should still be used for next year, but whatever remained after the 
supply of next Season, should be made into Indian Capots. 

It was also agreed that the prices of Goods at Fort William to 
Clerks should be reduced to Sixty two & a half per Cent on the 
Montreal Advance, And the prices Inland to thirty three & one 
third per Cent on those at Fort William—this at all the Posts in 
the Interior—The Goods to Interpreters to be at One Hundred per 
Cent on Montreal prices at Fort William. 

To do away Jealousies Amongst the Men, and other irregu- 

larities, and in order that all the Men should be supplied from the 
same Shop without distinction, it was fixed, that the Sales at 

Maillouxs’ House should be confined entirely to Liquors and 
Provisions, and at the same prices with the Canteen in the Fort. 
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These Regulations having been determined upon, the follg 
Partners viz Messrs William McKay 

John McDonald Garth 
AN McLeod 
Alex McKenzie & 
John Wills 

being those to go to Montreal this Year, having declared their 
Intentions, the Meeting proceeded to settle the Departments 
throughout the Country, and the following Arrangement was 
agreed to— 

1 Athabaska Depart..... ..... . ...Mr Donald McTavish 
Mr Rocheblave 
Mr Simon Fraser 

Mr John Thompson 
English River Depart 
Athabaska River 
Upper & Lower River Opus.... ... 

5 Columbia. ............-.... 005. 
6 Lac Ouinipique............ 
7 Lac Lapluye................ 

8 Upper Red River...... .... 
9 Lower Red River.................. 

10 Monontaguay............ 0.222... 

11. Fort Dauphin............. 0... 
12 Lac des Isles..... ...... 2... 008. 
13. The Pic..............0. c1ee eee 
14 Michipicotton.............. 0.2... 
15 Fond du Lac........ ........2.... 

Mr. J. D. Campbell 
.Mr John McGillivray 
Mr James Hughes 
Mr Alex Henry 

Mr David Thompson 
..Mr Dun. Cameron 

... Mr A McLellan 

..Mr John McDonell 

Mr D McKenzie 

Mr J Haldane 
.Mr John McDonald 
Mr R Cameron 

Mr C Chabouillez 

Mr J Leith 
Mr H McGillis 

Deeds of assignment were signed, admitting Messrs Keneth 
McKenzie & Archibald McLellan to be Partners of the Concern, 

conformable to former Resolves, their Interests commencing with 
Outfit 1808—Mr McKenzies Share, by Agreement with him to be 
burdened, with the Consideration allowed to Mr Ermatinger by 
the Concern last Year. 

Mr Angus Shaw’s resignation of two Shares was presented by 
Mr W McGillivray and received by the Meeting—His Interest 

in such two Shares to cease with the present Outfit of 1808. 
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Mr James McKenzie having been appointed in 1806 by a Resolve 
of the Concern, a Wintering Partner for the Kings Posts & Min- 
gan, and the Agents at Montreal having determined to make the 

genera! Outfits to the Posts from them instead of Quebec as hereto- 
fore; it was not judged necessary to appoint a Successor at Quebec 
to Mr Shaw; it being presumed the business will henceforth be 
done without such an Appointment—But as Mr McKenzies 
Situation must subject him to extra Expence in his occasional 
Visits to Quebec or Montreal, on the Business of the Company, it 
was understood that all such Expence should be defrayed by the 

Concern, and paid on Mr McKenzies presenting his Accounts to 
the Agents. 

Statements of the Trade & Situation of the Lower Departments 
collected from the general Accounts of the Concern, and from the 
Information of the Gentlemen who have these Departments In 
charge, under the Control of the Agents, were laid before the 
Meeting by the Agents~—and the Regulations adopted at the 
Conference held at Montreal for that purpose in May last, were 
considered to be the best means within reach for carrying on the 
Trade of these Departments in future. 

On different occasions during the Sittings of the general Meeting, 
various discussions on the general Accounts of the Concern took 
place, and several points, not sufficiently understood were satis- 
factorily explained. 

On a proposition of Mr Alex McKay to retire from the Concern, 
on being allowed the Sum of One thousand Pounds Currency— 
it was agreed to—and the papers necessary for closing the Trans- 
action being exchanged—he retires, holding one of his two Shares 
for Seven Years, beginning with the Outfit of the present Year 
and ending with that of 1814—The above Sum of One thousand 
Pounds to be placed to his Credit on the Books at Montreal on 
the 30 November next, and to be paid at mutual convenience 
during the ensuing year, and within Twelve Months if required. 

In case of Errors arising on settling the Accounts Current of the 
Departments, the Inventories and Mens Accounts, and in order to 
have a reference to certain documents on such occasions, It was 
agreed that a Correct Copy of the above Vouchers should be de- 
posited every season, by the Gentlemen managing Departments, 

in the Office at Fort William. 



256 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

The Agents represented the unfortunate Case of many Old 
Voyageurs lately discharged from the Companys Service, who have 
no means of Support—and too Old and Infirm to work in Lower 
Canada; and recommended some provision to be made for these 
objects of charity—It was therefore agreed that the Agents of 
the NWCo should have placed at their disposal on the general 
Account, a Sum not exceeding One hundred pounds Currency per 
Annum, for the above purpose, to be divided in such manner, as 
in their Judgment appeared best, but no Individual to receive more 
than Ten pounds Currency in One Year. 

Some deviation from the Resolve respecting Light Canoes 
having this Year taken place, it was fully agreed to and understood, 
that such deviation should not on any account serve as a precedent, 
but that a Resolve which has produced so many good Effects 
should always be strictly adhered to. 

The Wintering Partners having objected to any Barters Ac- 
counts of any kind being kept in the Stores at Montreal, on the 
ground that everything required by the North West Co should be 

ordered from England by the Agents, excepting such articles as 
were necessarily purchased in Canada—The Agents assented there- 
to, and it is understood that in future, when any thing that cannot 

possibly be dispensed with, is wanting, that such Article shall be 
purchased. 

Mr McGillivray declared Mr Shaw to be one of the Partners 
of the Firm of M’Tavish McGillivrays & Co and of course an Agent 
of the North West Company. 

At the earnest request of the Wintering Partners, the Agents, 
as Partners, but not by way of resolve, agreed that for reasons set 
forth in said Memorandum, the Estate of a deceased Wintering 
Partner should be entitled to claim and receive of the Company 
an equivalent to the full Share, such Deceased Partner held for 
One Year after such decease—And be further entitled according 
to Agreement, to have half such Share for Six Years thereafter—No 
person is pledged to such agent on the part of the Agents, but such 
as were present and subscribing. 

Mr William McKay gave in his resignation according to the 
North West Agreement, and retires accordingly from the Concern. 
—The above Notes or Minutes on the twelve preceding pages, 
having been perused and revised by the Agents, they are found to 
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be correct Statements of the transactions and determinations of 

the general Meeting—In Witness whereof the said Agents have 
hereunto set their hands at Fort William this 16th day of July 1808. 

W McGillivray 
Rod Mackenzie 

Thomas Thain 

Agents for 
N W Co 

On the 18th July, At a Meeting of the Proprietors, the Case of 
Mr Ranald Cameron was taken into consideration (The North 
West Co having, in July 1805 passed a Resolve for admitting the 
said Mr Cameron into the Concern, provided his conduct was 
approved of, after a certain time, by the Partners at large)—And 
it appearing to the Meeting that, nothing had occurred to invalidate 
his claim, to the Share promised him—It was determined unani- 
mously that he should become a Partner for One Share—On the 
24th July therefore, after having previously perused the Agree- 
ment and Resolves of the North West Company, Mr Ranald 
Cameron executed the Papers required for his admission, and 
becomes interested in the Outfit of the Year 1808. 

The plan of sending to Montreal an early Brigade of Canoes, 
with the Furs of the Posts about Lake Superior, and such other 
Posts as are contiguous thereto, having this Year been adopted for 
the first time, it was determined to continue the same plan next 
Season; And it was understood that the Partners in charge of these 
Posts and Departments, should exert themselves, to have all the 
Beaver and Muskrats brought to Fort William in all June for this 
purpose. 

On the 24th July a Statement of the Trade and number of 
Establishments in the Lac Ouinipique & Upper Red River Depart- 
ments were laid before the Meeting—It appeared, that in the 
Winter of 1807/8, there had been Ten Canoes, and as many Posts 
and Masters in Lac Ouinipique Department—That five of these 
Posts only produced 324 Packs in all—it was therefore determined, 
that these five Posts should be given up, & the remaining five only 
established—Say Skabitchiwine, Bas de la Riviere, Rivtere Cassé, 
Riviere au Tourte, 8 Les Dalles, and that Mr Cameron should 
make his Arrangements accordingly. 

Respecting the Upper Red River Department, it appeared that 

17 
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Six Canoes, and as many Posts yielded but 133 Packs & 576 Bags 

Pemican; that four out of the Six posts, produced only 53 Packs, 
and 26 Bags Pemican; It was therefore decided, that these four 
posts should be abandoned, and that only the Riviere gui Appelle, 
and Pine Fort should be established for the ensuing year—Mr 
John McDonell was accordingly directed to make his Arrange- 
ments in conformity to the above determination—The above Notes 
or Minutes on the two preceding Pages, contain Statements of the 
transactions, and determinations of the general Meeting, from the 
18th to the 24th July—In Witness whereof the Agents have here- 
unto set their hands at Fort William this 24th July 1808. 

Rod Mackenzie | Agents for 
Thomas Thain {NWCo 

Archd N M’Leod went to Montreal in the year 1808, in lieu of 
Mr Simon Fraser who supposed it to be his year of Rotation which 
afterwards was found a mistake in both Parties in consequence 
of which Mr M’Leod is exonerated from any Penalty on that 
Account.—this was determined by the Concern at Fort William 
HW July 1809. 

WMG 

Review of Rotations founded on a Resolve passed the 8th July 1805. 

1805 John Sayer—|Retired] 
John M’Donell—[Montreal] 

Charles Chabouillez 

Duncan Cameron—[Montreal] 

Alexr McKay—{Montreal] 

1806 James Hughes 
Alexr Fraser—[Montreal] 

Hugh McGillis 
Alexr Henry 
John McGillivray—[P Rochblave went down in his place] 
James McKenzie—[Montreal] 

1The annotations in square brackets in this list were entered in another hand 
after 1812. 
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Simon Fraser 

William McKay—[Montreal] 
A. N. McLeod 

Daniel McKenzie—[Montreal] 

John M’Donald 
Donald M’Tavish 

David Thompson—[retired in 1812] 
J. D. Campbell [Jone M’Donald went down on account of 
John Thomson indisposition.—W. McG 
Pierre Rochblave—{A. N. M’Leod went down] 
Alexr McKenzie—[Montreal] 
John M‘Donald—IJ. Wills went down in his place] 

James Leith—[Mr Simon Fraser in his place] 
John Haldane 
John Wills 
John M’Donell 
Charles Chabouillez 

Duncan Cameron 

Alexr McKay—T[retired Outfit 1808] 

James Hughes 
Alexr Fraser—[{Montreal retired] 

Hugh McGillies 
Alexr Henry 

John McGillivray 
James McKenzie—[Rotation in his place] 

Simon Fraser 

William McKay—T[retired Outfit 1808] 
A. N. McLeod—[retired Outfit 1809] 

Danie! McKenzie 

John M’Donald 
Donald M’Tavish 

Kenneth McKenzie—[James Hughes] 

Ar: McLellan 
Ranald Cameron—([D McKenzie in his place] 
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David Thompson—T[retired 1812] 
J. D. Campbell 
John Thompson—[K. MacKenzie] 
Pierre Rochblave—[went to Montreal in his Rotation] 

1813. Alexr McKenzie 

John M’Donald 
James Leith 
John Haldane 
John Wills 
John M’Donell—fretired in 1812] 

Fort William 24 July 1808 

Minutes of Deliberations and Transactions of the North West 
Company, assembled at their regular Annual Meeting at Fort 
William in the Month of July 1809—present in person or by 
Attornies, Partners holding Seventy five Votes or Shares. 

The Arrangements of the Departments having been taken into 
consideration, the following Gentlemen were unanimously appointed 
for the Season viz 

Mr Donald M’Tavish 
Mr P. Rochblave & 
Mr J. Thomson | 

English River 7 « Mr John M’Donell 9 Pu 

Rat River & Lower English River } 4 « 
Mr Daniel MacKenzie $f °°" 

Shaskatchiwane River 10 « Mr JamesHughss Ju 

Mr Alexr Henry I 
Columbia 

Mr David Thompson 5 
Athabaska River i _ 

Mr John McGillivray 54 

Athabaska Depart | 

Lecce neces 26 Canoes 
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Lake Ouinipique & River 
Mr Duncan Cameron Soe e eee eens 6 Canoes 

Upper Red River } 5 « 
MrJohn McDonald fu 

Lower Red River 3 « 
MrJohn Wills Pt 

Fort Dauphin 5 
Mr John McDonald JOC 

Lac La Pluye 3 « 
Mr Archd McLellan 9 Pus 

Fond des Lacs 
Mr Hugh McGillis Pu x 3 Boats 

Pic & River x 5 Canoes 

Mr Alexr MacKenzie $$$JoUUCUC 

Michipicotton 
MrJamesLeith 89 foc 

Monontague 5 Canoes 
MrJohn Haldane 9 fu 

Lac des Isles (Interior of Nipigon) 4 « 

Mr Ranald Cameron fo 

Fort William 
Mr Kenneth McKenzie 

Lac Nipigon ne eee eee ee ees 3. 
Mr Rod: McKenzie (Clerk) _ 

34 
Brought forward.................05 54 

88 Canoes 

The following Gentlemen go to Montreal on Rotatjon viz 
Mr Simon Fraser 
Mr Charles Chabouillez & 
Mr J. D. Campbell 

Charges of a very serious nature having been brought against Mr 
Chabouillez, respecting his Transactions at the Pic last Season, 
but the necessary Proofs not being in readiness; it is fully under- 
stood that such Evidence as the case may require, is to be produced 
next Summer either to substantiate those Charges, or do them away. 



262 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

The Resolve of the 14th July 1806 (for preventing Partners from 
permitting Women to be taken from the Indians) having been 
infringed—the Parties so transgressing paid each One Hundred 
Pounds Currency as a fine—The Agents for apparently countenanc- 
ing or giving leave to Mr Logan at St Marys, to take a Woman 
from the Indians; And Mr Daniel Mackenzie from Lower Red River 
for having permitted one of his Men to do the same. 

Having taken into serious consideration the present State of 
the Concern, and all matters regarding the Same, as well the 
Arrangements in the Interior, as that under the immediate control 
of the Agents—Orders, Supplies, Contracts &c &c. The following 
principles were fixed and determined upon as Rules of Conduct for 
all Parties henceforth. 

That the Trade hereafter to be carried on, to the district beyond 
the Rocky Mountains, known by the name of Columbia, shall be 
precisely on the same footing as the Trade to Athabaska—that is— 

that the Canoes for that quarter with the Returns shall come 
annually to Lac La Pluye, and there take the Outfit, as otherwise 
it would be attended with too great an Expence to the Compy. 

That all the Orders for Goods from the North West Depart- 
ments shall every year be inserted in a Scheme at Fort William, 
which Scheme the Agents are to take to Montreal together with 
the said Orders, to have the whole completed, when the Requi- 
sitions for the other Departments are ascertained, previous to 
making out the general Memorandum for England. 

That all Agreements entered into by the Agents (except such 
as the general Agreements of the North West Company specifies, 
as immediately connected with the Routine of the Business) shall 
be at their responsibility until laid before the Annual Meeting and 
approved of. 

That henceforth no more than One Years Supply of Corn, 
Grease and Gum, with about two thirds of a Years Supply of 
Flour and Sugar, shall be kept on hand And it is understood that, 
propositions for a Contract shall this Year be made at Detroit 
for three or five Years, provided the price of Flour can be fixed 
at twenty Shillings York Currency per 112 lb and the Hulled Corn, 
at or under Nine Shillings Yk per Minot. 

It is fully understood that every Partner of the North West 
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Company has a Right to inspect the general Accounts and Vouchers 

relative to the general Concern. 
That a Contract for High Wines shall be entered into by the 

Agents for three Years at Detroit or Queenston on account of the 
Concern, if to be fixed at a Reasonable rate, and a proper degree 
of Strength, with a Security that may be deemed Sufficient against 
a disappointment—It is however understood, that if High Wines 
from Lower Canada can be procured, they ought to have a prefer- 
ence generally. 

On considering the present State of the Michilimakinac Com- 
pany, and the probability of their Concern being dissolved, before 
the expiration of the Ten Years, for which their Agreement was 
made—It is fully understood, that in the event of such a Dissolu- 
tion, all Agreements entered into between the North West Com- 
pany, and that Body, are done away of course; and the North West 
Company will then remain, in regard to the Southern Trade, on 

the footing on which they are placed by the 21st Article of the North 
West Agreement of 1804. 

If the Agents injure the Concern through bad Management, 
the Rest of the Concern have the same Right to redress from them, 
as against any others persons concerned, who may injure the general 

Interest. 
It is understood that no more than two Light Canoes shall come 

up annually from Montreal for the convenience of the Agents and 
the Clerks, who must necessarily be brought up to assist in the 
management of the Business. 

Whenever Mr McGillivray may come to Fort William, a third 
Light Canoe shall be provided for his Conveyance. 

All Liquors and Provisions required for the Outfit shall be 
purchased by the Agents in future for the North West Company 
and on account of the whole Concern, when such articles are 
wanted, at the most reasonable Rates at which they can be pro- 

cured, without any Advantage to them, except their Commissions 
on the Outfit—This modification the Agents agree to, at the 
request of the Wintering Partners, without any Reference to the 
manner in which these articles have been usually charged. 

Mr Alexr Henry having come out from Fort Des Prairies in a 
Light Canoe, leaving 16 packs Inland, contrary to the spirit of 
the existing Resolve regarding such matters—The Meeting took 
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the case into consideration, and having heard Mr Henry’s reasons 
viz: the necessity of sending two Canoes for Columbia, to the Bas 
de la Riviere, and an early Canoe for the River Opas, that Depart- 
ment being out of Goods; the requisition for which Supplies would 
have been too late by the ordinary Course—These reasons were 
deemed sufficient, and he was exonerated from the Penalty—but 
it is fully understood, that it is not to be considered as a precedent 
for the future—Fort William 18th July 1809 

W McGillivray | Agents 
Thomas Thain | NWCo 

Minutes of Deliberations and Transactions of the North West 
Company Assembled at their reguiar Annual Meeting at Fort 
William in the Month of July 1810 present in person or by Attorny. 
Partners holding Seventy Votes or Shares. 

The Arrangements of the different Departments having been 
taken into Consideration. The following Gentlemen were Unani- 
mously appointed for the Season Viz. 

Athabasca Dept 

Mr Donald McTavish bce eee e ee ee eee ees 26 Canoes 

Mr John McGillivray Messrs Colin & Richard Campbell 
Mr Simon Fraser 

Athabasca River \ 
Mr John McDonell 

U. English River 
Mr John D. Campbell 
Mr Robert Henry 

Lower English River \ 
Mr Daniel McKenzie 

Fort De Prairies 
Mr James Hughes 
Mr Alex Henry | nn 11 do 

Fort Dauphin \ 
Mr John McDonald 

U. & Lower Red River 
Mr John McDonald 
Mr John Wills 
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Lac Ouinipique 
Mr Duncan Cameron \ ence e ete eee eens 5 do 

69 Canoes 
Lake La Pluie 4 do 

MrJamesLeith 9 of 

Fond Du Lac 
Mr Hugh McGillis 9 fc 4 Batteau 

Monontague 
MrJohn Haldane 9 fu 8 Canoes 

Lac Des Isle \ 4 do 
Mr Ranald Cameron of 

Pic 
Mr Pierre Rocheblave 

Michilipicoton 
Mr Archd McLellan 

Columbia 

Mr David Thompson 
Kings Posts 

Mr James McKenzie 9 fut 3 do 

Fort William 
Mr Kenneth McKenzie 

Canoes 

92 & Boats 

Mr John Thompson Goes to Montreal in Rotation. 

Fort William 18th July 1810 
Angus Shaw Agents per 

Alexr McKenzie /NWCo 

Minutes of the deliberations and Transactions of the North West 
Company assembled at Fort William at their regular meetings in 

the month of July One Thousand Eight Hund? & Eleven—Partners 
present by themselves or by their attornies, holding Seventy four 

Shares—or Votes. 

11th July—The first meeting assembled for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the State of the Trade hitherto carried on 
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across the Rocky Mountains by the Sources of the Shas- 
katchiwan River—and also to consider the propriety of 
adopting the new Plan proposed by Mr David Thompson, of 
carrying on that Trade in future by way of the Beaver & 
Athabasca Rivers. 

After a full discussion it was determined that the Route 
newly proposed, and which Mr Thompson attempted last 
Winter to pass through—would be attended with more 
expence & difficulty than the old one, and that therefore 
the Trade should continue to be carried on by the Route of 
the Shaskatchiwane River. 

It was also resolved that the outfit of this years should be 
increased to five Canoes, and that Mr Jn. McDonald should be 
appointed to the superintendency of the Expedition assisted by 
J. G. M’Tavish—and to have this with all haste—intending 
by this arrangement that Mr David Thompson should be 
left to prosecute his plans of discovery on the west side of the 
Rocky Mountains towards the Pacific. 

13th July—The Meeting assembled and the Agents laid before them 
the following Papers vizt. 

A series of correspondence with the Ministers of Governmt 
and with the Committee of Directors of the Honle East India 
Compy—relative to a licence solicited from the latter on the 
part of the North West Compy—to enable them to dispose 
of such Furs & Skins in China as they might collect in course 
of their intended Trade on the North West Coast of America. 

The Agreement entered into with J J Astor Esq in Jany 
last relative to the South Trade, together with various Ex- 

tracts relating to the line of Boundary established or to be 
established between Great Britain & the U. States by that 
fixed upon to divide the Trade of the North West Co from 
the Michilimakinac Trade—or South West Company. 

A proposal made by the agents that the Concern should 
purchase some part of the Stock of the Hudsons Bay Company 
—to establish an influence in their Comittee in order to bring 
about the fixing a Boundary with them. 

14th July—The Meeting assembled and took into consideration the 
merit and length of services of the Companys Clerks through- 
out the Departments and fixed a Rotation for Promotion on 
these Principles—Partners were named to various depart- 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 267 

ments but the Wintering Proprietors not being all arrived— 
the further arrangement of the departments—was put off 
until their arrival—Various other discussions took place 

without coming to any decision. 
15th July—The Meeting assembled and Rough Drafts of the 

Resolves proposed to be entered into were read, Messrs Leith 
Wills & Haldane entered a Protest against the Boundary Line 
settled with Mr Astor—against the Companys entering into 
or participating in the South Trade—against the Steps to be 
taken by purchase of Hudsons Bay Stock or otherwise in 
order to bring about a Boundary line with the Hudsons Bay 
Co and against entering into the projected Trade from China 
to the North West Coast of Americaa—Mr Rocheblave gave 
in a Protest against the appointment of Mr Alexr McKenzie 
as agent for Sir Alexr McKenzie & Co—against the purchase 
of Hudsons Bay Stock—against the participation in the 
South Trade to be carried on by the South West Fur Company 
and against the Boundary Line established to divide that 
Trade from that of the Concern (if more than the present 
Department of Fond du Lac, as it now stands was given up 
or occupied by the said South West Co). Various explana- 
tions respecting the general North West Accnts were asked 

and given—and the Accnts signed. 
It was settled, that in order to prevent the unnecessary 

accummulation of Goods—at this place—and at Montreal, 
that particular attention should be paid to the making out 
the orders for the Departments, and when such orders are 
entered in the general Scheme Book, that the Agents assisted 
by Mr Kenneth McKenzie should examine and regulate the 
whole by an average of the last three years at their discretion— 
adding a Contingent Column and the Goods to be divided 
accordingly. 

Mr Hughes agreed to put off his Rotation until next 
year—the Concern thinking it proper he should for this year, 
return to the Shaskatchiwan River. 

It was agreed that Mr J. Bte Cadotte, having since the 
year 1802—received from the Concern One Hundred Pounds 
currency per annum as a donation at their pleasure—the same 
be discontinued after the payment that shall take place in 
the year 1813—it having been considered that he holds the 
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place of Indian Interpreter in Upper Canada, and is thereby 
enabled to support himself without the Companys assistance. 

16th July—The following Resolves were signed—vizt—that to 
enable the agents of the N West Company to purchase on 
account of the Concern, Hudsons Bay Stock to the Amount 
of Fifteen thousd Pound Sterling, with a view of establishing 
an Influence in the Committee of the said Company—in 
order to establish a Boundary Line with them—in the Interior 
Country. 

A Resolve for entering into adventure and a Trade from 
England, and China to the North West Coast of America— 
provided a suitable licence to that Effect is obtained from the 
East India Company. 

A Resolve for Accepting One third of the Interest held by 
Forsyth Richardson & Co & M’Tavish McGillivray & Co 
in the Concern entered into With John Jacob Astor Esqr, 
Known by the name of the South West Fur Company—a 
Resolve ratifying and approving as much of the said agree- 
ment as relates to the Boundary line established between the 
North West & South West Trade, being that which shall 
be fixed by Treaty as a national Line of Boundary between 
Great Britain & the United States. 

And a Resolve fixing the Periods at which promotions to 
Shares shall take place from among the Clerks—and a list 
of Rotation of the same for precedence. 

On representing the State of the Voyageurs Fund, & the 
unavoidable pressure upon it from the distress among the 
Voyageurs the last two winters—The Concern agreed to give 
One Hundred Pounds Cy to that Fund for the support of the 
distressed objects depending on it. 

The Consumption of Liquor in all the Trade carried on by 
the North West Company—was next examined, (at present 
estimated at 10,000 Gallons—including Spirits) in order to 

ascertain the least possible quantity that might be made to 
Answer should the Saints in Parliament—in their mistaken 
notions of Philanthropy—persist in the Intention of abolishing 
the use of that Article wholely in the Trade—and it is the 
general opinion that even one Half of the above quantity or 

5000 Gallons if restricted to that small quantity, might still 
serve the Trade was it found advisable to make any offer 
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of that kind to Parliament, in order to prevent its total 
prohibition. 

20th July—The Proprietors whose presence was waited for in order 
to Arrange the Different Departments, being arrived The 
Meeting proceeded upon that Business and the following 
Arrangement of Partners was agreed upon—viz— 

1—Athabasca............... John McGillivray 

Simon Fraser { 
Robert Henry 

2—English & Rat 
Rivers be neeee Daniel McKenzie 

& Cumberland Ho J D. Campbell { 
John Thomson 

3—Shaskatchewan River..... James Hughes ho 
Alexr Henry 

4—Columbia................ John M’Donald jp 
David Thompson 

5—Athabasca River.......... John M’Donell 1 
6—Fort Dauphin............ John M’Donald 1 
7—Lac De la pluie........... Duncan Cameron 1 
8—Red River............... John Wills | 

J. Leith 
9—Monontague.............. Jno Haldane 1 
10—Pic............ 2. cee eee Pre Rocheblave 1 
11—Michipicoten............ Archd McLellan 1 
12—Fond du Lac............. Hugh McGillis 1 
13—Lac Ouinipique........... J D. Cameron Ck 
14—Lac des Isles............. Ranald Cameron 1 
15—Ft William............... Kenneth McKenzie 1 
16—Lac Nipigon............. Rod: McKenzie Ck 
17—St Maries................ Robert Logan “ 

Proprietors 21 

Mr Donald M’Tavish goes to Montreal on Rotation. 
Fort William 20th July 1811 

Angus Shaw ee per 
Alexr McKenzie }NWCO 
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Minutes of Deliberations & Transactions of the North West Co 
assembled at their Regular Annual Meeting at Fort William in 
the Month of July 1812 a large majority of the Partners being 
present at the same. 

(Copied from the Hand writing of A N McLeod Esq) 

July 18th—The Partners having met it was the general opinion 
that the management of Departments should be entered upon 
without longer delay—tho’ Messrs D McKenzie, J D Campbell & 
Mr J Thompson & John McDonald are not yet arrived—-The 
following Arrangement of Partners was agreed upon viz 

1 —Athabasca................. John McGillivray 
Simon Fraser 

Robert Henry 
2d —English River............ J D Campbell 

Cumberland House......... John Thomson 
3d -——-River Opas F des P........ Alexr Henry 
4th —Columbia........... . ...John George McTavish Clk 
5th —Athabasca River.... . .. Alexr Stewart—Clk 
6th —Fort Dauphin........ .... John McDonald or Mr Leith 
7th —Lac Ja Pluie.. ... ... . . Duncan Cameron 
8th —Red River... .. .... John Wills 
9th —Monontague & Lac Nip.. .Rod: McKenzie—Clerk 

James Leith 
10th —Pic... 2... 2... eee eee John Haldane 
11. —Michipicoten............... Archd McLellan 
12 —Fond du Lac............... James Grant—Clk 
13. —Lac Ouinipique............. Dougald Cameron 
14 —LacdesIsles............... Ranald Cameron 
15 —Fort William .............. Hugh McGillis 
16 —St. Maries............. .. .Robert Logan. 

The Provisional appointment of Mr Leith to the Fort Dauphin 
Department was on the supposition that Mr McDonald who is 
reported to be in bad Health, goes down—The following Gentlemen 

go down in Rotation viz John McDonald, John McDonell, James 
Hughes—David Thompson, Kenneth McKenzie, Pierre de Roche- 

blave and Daniel McKenzie. 
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Mr Donald McTavish is appointed to set out immediately & !, 
proceed in the Columbia Business by sailing from England for the . ' 
South West Coast, as soon as possible & conduct that Business in 
conformity to the Resolve of the Company last Year. 

The Wintering Partners do not wish to contribute any sum of 
money for the Superannuated Fund. ; 

On Account of the Declaration of war by the Americans it was ; 
determined to send as many men as could be spared, without 
detriment to the Business, to L La Pleuie to help getting the Packs | 
out in as much haste as possible, and Mr McLellan volunteered to 
go and conduct the same—at the same time to use his influence 
to send out as many Indians as could be induced, to accompany us | 
for the safeguard of the Companys Furs to the French River. And 
that Mr James Grant should go to Fond du Lac on the same \ 
Business; that Mr Shaw with the Gentlemen going to Montreal, ° 
and as many more as could be spared, should set out in the Invincible i 

with a supply of arms amunition & Provisions for St. Maries—then ° 
to act as circumstances may require. 

Athabasca Express to start from Dunvegan on the it of De- 
cember—as it is of great consequence, it should not miscarry this 
year. 

Partners of the North West Company not present are requested 
to send out next year their opinions whether a Partner retiring has 
a right to the Profits of his whole Share or Shares of the outfit on 
which he retires—say he appears by himself or attorney at Fort 
William in 1812—is he entitled to the Profits of his whole Share 
of that outfit?! 

Mr John McGillivray is expected to come to this place next 
year & transact the Athabasca Business at Lac la Pluie. 

It was Determined the Agents should write to Mr John Stewart 
now at Athabasca, that he is appointed by Company to take charge 
of the Department of New Caledonia & combine his Plans & 
operations with the Gentlemen on the Columbia, & that Mr Stuart 

is to proceed next Spring as early as possible down to the Sea, 

1The agreement is extremely clear on this point—a Partner must either 

Winter, or retire for one year in Rotation, to entitle him to hold his full share 
—appearing at Ft. Wm. is nothing to the purpose—he must either winter by 

appointment of the Concern—or relinquish (without a regular assignment) one 

half of his Interest in the Co. W McG. 
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there to form a junction with Mr J. G. McTavish and meet the 
Ship intended to come to the Columbia. 

A Resolve entered into that Mr David Thompson now going 
down on Rotation shall be allowed his full Share for three years 
after the outfit and one Hund® Pounds besides—that he is to finish 
his Charts, Maps &c and deliver them to the Agents in that time, 
after which he is to [be] considred as a retired Partner, and enjoy 
the Profits of One Hundredth for Seven Years—the Hund? p. pan™ 
is meant for compensation for making use of his own Instruments 
&c &c and for furnishing him with implements for drawing, writing 
&c. 

It was agreed that all apprentices (whose Engagements are 
expired) should on their first Engagement, be hired for three Years, 
and that no one should exceed £80, 90—& £100 for the first second 

& third Year—This Rule not to be deviated from—It was also 
agreed that all Persons throughout the Country should be under 
(written) Engagement to the Company—N B. This does not include 
—or refer to the Freemen scattered over the Country. 

Mr Leith takes charge of Monontague, Lake Nipigon &c & 
Mr John McDonald goes back to Fort Dauphin. 

It was agreed upon by all the Partners that it was proper to 
[illegible] all the Departments how necessary it is [ilegib/e] fourth 
of the whole Outfit in reserve to supp [éMegib/e] in the Interior 

should circumstances prevent a supply from being sent by any 
way or any means—and as the Gentlemen at the Head of the 
Provision Departments think well of it, and promise to practice it, 
it is to be hoped, & expected that all others will conform themselves 
to it. 

It was understood that when Mr Thompsons half Share falls 
into the Concern, it shall not be appropriated until the full Sum 
of Three Hundred Pounds is compensated for to the Company 
from the Emoluments to accrue from such Half Share. 

Minutes of the deliberations & discussions of the Annual Meeting 
held at Fort William in the month of July (9th to 16th) 1813— 
Present in Person or by attorneys 73 votes. 

9th & 10th The Partners assembled to consider generally the 
State of the Country and the shprt Returns produced by all the 
Departments, a determination was taken to curtail as much as 
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possible every unnecessary Expence in order to meet the present 
Scale of the Trade, accordingly after a strict investigation it 
was ascertained that numbers of men as well Clerks were now in 
the Employment whose services could be dispensed with vizt 

Sault of St. Maries... ......00 0.0 ...0..00000. 3 men 

Michipicoton........ 0.0... cece eee ee ees 2 1 Cik, 1 Intr 
Pic. cc ee ten tent n ee 4 « “ 

Fond du Lac..... 0000. ec eee ee 8 “* 3 
Lac des Isles... 0... eee ce eee ee 91 “ 

Lac la Pluie...... 0... c cece eee ce eee 6 1 Canoe Maker 

Riviere Rouge............... 00.0 11 1 
Upper & Lower Fort des Prairies............. 20 1 
Lac Ouinipique...............-..0022 cee ee 10 2 1 
Cumberland House & Rat River............. 61 

English River... 0... 0... cece eee cee eee 51 
*Athabasca 20... 0... ccc eee eee 35 

Athabasca River. ...........00. 000. e cea 51 

Fort Dauphin................. 0.200. 

*Athabasca doubtful on account of the men engaged the number 
to be discharged depending on that circumstance—The Casualties 
in the Country were in all 15 men—and alltogether it was apparent 
that the Trade of this Year & until the Returns increased con- 
siderably beyond the present Standard could be carried on with 
150 men less than were in the Country in 1812—Lists were given 
in of the number of men & Clerks in each Department & it was 
determined that each Partner should act upon the reduced Scale 
as already stated. 

It was represented by the Agents that the Orders for Goods 
sent to England last Fall were calculated on the principle fixt upon 
at this place last Summer vizt (that Partners or Clerks at the 
Head of Departments should reserve one quarter of the outfits he 
brought into the Interior Country in 1812 to guard against the 
Misfortune of receiving no supplies this Year from Montreal which 
was probable on account of the war) and that in consequence the 
general Scheme had been reduced ome fourth for this year (de- 
pending upon such a resource) & that by the order sent to 
England the next Scheme would be precisely the same as this 
provided the present was not infringed upon. 

18 
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The Agents also represented that from the circumstances of the 
war no Provisions of any Kind could be depended upon for next 
year & neither Tobacco nor High Wines; it was therefore proposed 
& agreed to unamislously that the outfits of the present year 

should be so curtailed as to have for next Year such a quantity of 
Tobacco & High Wines as would afford a moderate supply for 
the Country without any aid from Canada.—An exact account of 
all the Provisions—Tobacco, High Wines & amunition on Hand, 
was at the same time laid before the meeting. 
12th—Meeting assembled—the usual Questions being asked 
whether those Who had a right to Rotation this year were disposed 
to avail themselves of it, they all declined except Mr Archd Mc- 
Lellan who goes down in his turn. 

Mr Alexr Henry having been appointed by the Agents at 
Montreal to take the place of Mr Hughes, in the charge & Con- 
ducting of the Canoe for the Columbia in Case of Mr Hughes’ 
Health not permitting him to proceed according to his appointment 
to cross the Mountains, and on his meeting Mr Hughes at the 
Lac de la Riviere Ouinipique—he having declined, or at least not 
acting up to the Intentions of the said appointment, for reasons 
which were not deemed satisfactory—It was therefore considered 

essential to the Interests of the Concern that a Partner with two 
able Clerks should still proceed to the Columbia in order to strength- 
en the Party already sent accross the mountains, and Mr Henry 

was appointed for this Duty, (always provided that Mr Hughes 
does not previously go forward) and to be accompanied by Mr 

Alexr Stewart & Mr James Keith.—After this Arrangement the 
Departments of the Country were taken into consideration & filled 
up as follows vizt. 

Athabasca... 0.0.0... cece cece ee eee John McGillivray 
Simon Fraser 
Robert Henry 
George Keith 

Upper English River. ................ John Thomson 
Lower ER & Cumberland House..... J. D. Campbell 
Shaskatchewan River................. J. Hughes or Alexr Henry 

Pierre Rocheblave 

Athabasca River..............0 2000s John Haldane 
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Lac Ouinipique...................05. J. D. Cameron 
LlLa Pluie.....................0005. Duncan Cameron 
Lac des Isles..................00005. Ranald Cameron 
Monontague a een c nee nee ee eens James Leith 
Lac Nipigon bees ceeeedsee. »Rod: McKenzie Clk 
Pic... eee eee eee John McBean “ 
Michipicoton........... 2.0.2.0 e eee Hugh McGillis 
Fond du Lac....... 0.0... cee eee Daniel McKenzie 
Red River... ......0... 000 cee eee cee John Wills 
Fort William. .............-....00--- Kenneth McKenzie 
Fort Dauphin...... ............ ... John McDonald 

The Partners present being called upon to declare whether any 
irregularity existed in the Management of the Business (of the 
Departments) that they were acquainted with—It appeared, that 
Mr Archd McLellan took a few Bags of Flour & Corn last Fall out 

of the Depots at St Maries, altho’ he had already received his 
quantity from the Agents—he proved however that he had left 
a larger quantity of Provisions in his Inventory, but nevertheless 
it was considered irregular as it is well understood that all Depots 
must be held untouched wherever they are placed by the Agents. 
That Mr Haldane received at the Pic a Clerk belonging to the 
Hudsons Bay Company who had left that Service—it did not 
appear that he was inticed to leave his employers, but he refused 
to return to his Duty; it being however attended with great incon- 
venience to the Concern & productive of no good it was the general 

opinion that none of the Hudsons Bay Servants should in future 
be received into any of the Companys Forts except in cases of 
Starvation—and on no account to be engaged to the N W Co. 

It was remarked that the Corn for the Montreal Canoes (to 
serve as Provisions for them from St. Maries) not having been 
sent to the Sault in the first Trip of the Invincible, occasioned an 
additional Expense in sending it forward—which was caused either 
by the neglect of the Agents or of Mr McGillis who had wintered 
at Fort William—The Agents explained that the mistake arose 
from its having been supposed that the Vessel would not have 
sailed from Ft Wm before the arrival of some one of them in the 
Spring—such having been the understanding on account of the 
war. 



276 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

Mr Ranald Cameron was found fault with for having left his 
Canoes too far behind in order to come out light by which means 
they lost time—he stated in explanation that it was customary for 
him to come before the Canoes in order to ascertain whether or 
not the Provisions put em cache were safe, & this year in par- 
ticular—wishing to learn the news as it was important that the 
Canoes for Lac des Isles should be at Head quarters as early as 
possible—Mr Cameron is therefore in future to use all exertions 
for getting his people out early to which end his accompanying 
them to the Borders of Lake Superior will much contribute. 

It appeard that from 80 to 100 Bags Corn & 40 Kegs Grease were 
left at Lac la Pluie last Fall after all the Canoes were passed on 
for the Interior—the whole of which was expended during the 
winter—Mr Duncan Cameron stated that his Men & the Indians 
were in a State of Starvation, & that he could not preserve the 
Corn without allowing them to perish, the Fish & all other means 
having entirely failed. The consumption however appeared very 
extraordinary & it was freely commented on—Mr Cameron was 

blamed for not sending out his Beaver Packs in preference to 
others early, it having always been understood that the Beaver 
from L la Pluie & all the other near Posts was to be sent down by 
the first Brigades to Montreal. 

It appeared that great inattention here prevaild in Keeping & 
forwarding the Accounts of the Provisions delivred to the different 
Brigades in passing out & in at the Bas de la Riviere—no regular 
Returns made & too great a waste of Pemican & Grease at that 
Depot in general which requires a radical reform, no less it was 
considered than changing the Post & making the Depot of Pro- 
visions, where there is no Trading Post. 

On examining the Transactions of the Red River it appeared 
that the Trade of the lower Part of it has been entirely lost & 
the Character of the Company in some degree, brought into con- 

tempt in the Eyes of the natives owing to the very small outfits 
left at the Falls & Red Pembina last Fall. 

The Cause of the great diminution in the Returns of the English 
River having been enquired into it appeard that almost all the 
Chipewayans from that Country had gone to Athabasca last Fall 

& it being well known that the few native Kristineaux of that 
Country can make no Hunt adequate to the Outfit—it being in 
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consequence essential to get the Chipewayans back, if possible 
from Athabasca—Mr John Thomson supposed to have a better 
knowledge of them, was appointed to the Upper English River— 
hence his changing with Mr J D Campbell. 

The Gentlemen managing at Fort Dauphin & Athabasca 
River not being yet arrived—no investigation of the Transaction of 
those Departments were entered into nor of Athabasca except that 
the unfortunate occurrence in McKenzies River—(the Death of 
Mr Alexr Henry Junr & his Men)—was chiefly attributed to the 
Change which had been made in that Department last Fall—this 
however is matter of conjecture. 

The quantity of Provisions usually furnished from the Shas- 
katchewan & Red Rivers, was investigated, as upon the reduced 
Scale of the Trade it does not require to be as large generally, but as 
it is not expected that in any case, either Corn or Flour from 
Canada can be procurd next year the following quantities of 
Pemican & Grease appears to be necessary for the purpose of 
the Trade next Season—exclusive of the quantity required for 
bringing out the Canoes of Fort des Prairies to Bas de ja Riviere 
Ouinipique vizt. 

Dept at Cumberland House—Pemican 

Athabasca Canoes coming out........... 28 

Upper & Lower English Rr............... 11 

To Bas de Ja Riviere................ 39 Canoes at 2% 100 

Athabasca Canoes going in............... 22 
English River... 0.20.00. 0.00.00 cece eee 10 

32 at 3 96 
Fort des Prairies........ 000.00 c cece ees 12 at2 24 

To Cumberland House................... 5 

Athabasca River. ................000005 5 Canoes at 3 15 
Guides &c &e oie ec eee 10 

Tauraux! . 0... cc eet teen tens ees 250 

‘Buffalo hides made into sacks, containing about ninety pounds of pemmican. 
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Provisions to be furnishd by the Red River 

Canoes coming out to Lac la Pluie 
Athabasca... ...........002 0000 cee 28 at 2 56 

Canoes out to F. William 
English River. ................0005- 11 
Lac Ouinipique.................000. 3 
Fort des Prairies............0....... 14 
Athabasca Rr..................008- 5 

Red River... ......0....00000 000 ce ee 6 

39 at 34% 137 

LL Pluie Canoes (if no followers)..... 10 

203 
Canoes going in vizt 

Athabasca. .......... 200000000000. 21 

Atha River......................00. 4 

E River.......00.00.0 000.0. c eee ae 12 

Red River... 0.0.2.0... 0.0000 cee 6 

Fort Dauphin...................... 5 
Lac Ouinipique................... . 4 

Fort des Prairies.................... 12 

—64 at 3 192 

Carried forward......... 395 

Red River Provisions to be furnished 

Brought forwd .............. 0.00 cece eee cee eee 395 
Passing Canoes—Light Canoes—casualty from the Columbia \ 

—Expenses in Summer & to Guides, Clerks & retainers of § 35 
all descriptions — 

for 1814—Tauraux .... 0.000... 2. eee 430 

It is expected that the Fort Dauphin Department will furnish its 
own Provisions all the way out, should it give more than is neces- 
sary for its own Canoes the extra quantity is to come in deduction 
of the quantity from the Red River. 
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Expenditure of Grease annually to be furnished by the Red River 
& River */, as. 

Canoes from Fort William to L L Pluie 

Lac la Pluie.................... 4 

Red River... .......... 2.00000. 6 

Fort Dauphin. ........... a) 
Fort des Prairies................ 12 

Lac Ouinipique................. 4 

Atha’ River.......... 2... .0-. 5 

English River............. 00... 12 
—48 at 4 12 

Montreal CanoestoLLP.... .... 28 7 

Nipigon Canoes from F W..... ... 10 10 
Fond du lac..... ......0 eee. 5 5 

Pic & Michipicoton............... 15 

40 large Canoes with Packs down.... 30 

Summer Consumption at Ft Wm.... 50 

LLP. for consumption in Summer at 
Re Sn 30 

for Montreal Canoes coming out 
Bas de la Riviere.......... ... ... 30 
Cumberland Ho & Posts adjacent... 20 
StMaries Winter,& Winter at Fort Wm 25 

Kegs... 0.0... cee cee eee eee 234 

Kegs Grease to be furnished Not found 234 
Various contingencies to be provided for 20 

Kegs Grease... 0.0... ccc ce eee 254 

of which 160 annually to be brought to Headgtrs 

15th—Assignment of Shares were made conformable to a Resolve 
passed in July 1811, for admitting into the Concern as Partners— 
Messrs Alexr Stewart, J D Cameron, John Stuart, George Keith & 
John George M’Tavish—for each One Hundredth Share. 

During the various discussions which took place the Resolves 
passed from time to time by different Majorities for the 
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Maintainance of order & the checking of extravagance in the 
different Departments of the Business were frequently referred to, 
and a determination was unanimously expressed to Keep them in 
full vigour—particularly in regard to light Canoes—and for the 
Sake of Showing a good Example, the Agents from Montreal it 
was understood were not to have more than twelve Working Men 
for their Canoes exclusive of Servants. 

A List of Rotation was fixed for the four following years—and 
the present.! 

1813—Archd McLellan—[went down] 

John McDonald—F.D. 
James Leith 
John Haldane 
John Wills &—[Dead] 
Duncan Cameron 

1814—Hugh McGillis 
Alexr Henry—[dead] 
John McGillivray 
John McDonald—[went down Rotation] 
James McKenzie 
Donald McTavish—[dead] 

1815—Robert Henry—[went down] 
Simon Fraser 
Daniel McKenzie—[went down] 

James Hughes—[Rotation] 
J D. Campbell x—[to take rotation next yr] 
John Thomson x—Ito take rotation do] 

1816—Pierre De Rocheblave [Retired] 
Ronald Cameron—[Haldane]} 
Alexr Stewart—[J McG] 
J D. Cameron—{Leith] 
John Stewart—[Rotation] 

1817—George Keith 
John George M’Tavish 

As it is Mr Alexr Henrys turn of Rotation next Year—& as he 
cannot from his great distance from the place of Rendezvous, avail 

1The annotations in square brackets in this list were entered later in another 
hand. 
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himself of it conveniently—it is therefore understood that he shall 
be entitled to his Rotation in any year he may come from the 
Columbia—in place of his Rotation of 1814. 
16th The general Accounts were examined & the discount on 

Bills drawn in Canada in order to place the Nt Proceeds of the 
Fur Sales in England at the Disposal of the Agents in Montreal 
where they are bound to account for the same to the Concern, was 
objected to, and a Protest entered accordingly by all the Wintering 
Partners present—No other objection was made to the Accounts.— 
It was stated to them by the Agents that all the remainder of the 
Goods in which they were Interested in the S. W. Fur Company 
was to be disposed of this Season—or that orders had been given 
to that effect. 
No more Gum required at Fort William, there being enough 
with what F du lac & the surrounding Posts will furnish of that 
Article to answer sufficiently all the purposes of the Concern. 

The Winter Express of last year having been detained between 

the Red River Posts & Lac Ouinipique whereby the intelligence 
intended to have been communicated to the Agents, was lost—It 
was therefore determined that for the ensuing Winter no other 

Route shall be taken for its conveyance but the o/d way of Fond 
du lac—and Mr Wills engages (from the Red River) without fail, 

to send it forward, how soon he receives it, to the Posts of the 
above Department—in order that it may reach the Agents at 
St Maries. 

The extraordinary proportion of Damaged & Staged Beaver 
brought out of the Country was strongly stated by the Agents to 
the Wintering Partners & the necessity of adopt’ng some means 

for dminishi'ng the quantity urged—The Partners were also 
requested to encourage the Hunting of all Animals whose Skins 
could be got in good Season. 

A genera] Letter from a majority of the Concern having last 
year been adopted to such as were not present at the time at 
Head Quarters, declaring it to be the opinion—that considering the 
circumstances of the war, and the possibility of the Enemy over- 
running Canada, it might be found impossible to bring up any part 
of the ensuing outfit from Montreal this Year—therefore it was 
strongly recommended that any Person having charge of a Post 
or Department, should reserve as a contingent to meet such an 
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Event—one full fourth of his Outfit—It is found that this deter- 
mination has been but very partially acted upon—One Post in 
Nipigon—Athabasca, & the English (upper) & Fort des Prairies 
come the nearest to it, but zone complete—no other Department 
seems to have paid attention to the above recommendation—which 
strongly points out the necessity of Keeping such Goods as are in 
Reserve for future Contingencies, always at Head quarters. 

Fort William 17th July 1813 
Wm McGillivray {Agents 

per 
N W Co 

NB 
(Copies of the above transmitted to the Partners of the Co ‘n the 
Columbia & at Athabasca. 

Minutes of the general Meeting of the North West Company held 

at Fort William in the month of July 1814—Partners present 
holding for themselves or as Attorneys for absentees—Eighty Votes. 

Monday \ 

July 11th The Meeting assembled & the first Business intro- 
duced was the transactions in the Columbia Jast Winter 
& Fall, which underwent a full discussion, no material 
objection was made to the terms on which the Purchase 
from the Pacific Fur Company had been made, except as 
to the Payments, the near period at which they are 

fixed being considered highly advantageous to the 
Concern—as the time it would take to realize the 
Property in order to meet such payments did not seem to 
have been considered, and the manner in which the 

Bills are drawn—throwing a Loss of at least £3000 on 

the Concern owing to the rate of Exchange between 
Canada & England.—The Advantages derived from the 
Arrangement were deemed considerable, by means of it 
the Posts were supplied for the Winter which from the 
non arrival of the Vessels expected could not have done 
otherways—and it greatly facilitated the getting out of 
the Country our Competitors the American Fur Com- 
pany—The Concern therefore assumed the Arrange- 
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ment—although entered into contrary to the spirit of 
a Special Article of the General Agreement, and passed 
a Resolve for a more strict observance of the same in 
future.—The Agreement entered with Mr Duncan 
McDougall for admitting him to an equivalent to one 
Share in the Concern until a Share is assigned to him, 
was also Sanctioned—The Communications received 
from the Gentlemen of the Columbia in regard to the 
State and resources of the Country, and the information 
convey’d thereby highly satisfactory—The means of 

future support to the prosecution were discussed, & as 
far as the present State of uncertainty would permit, 
(in regard to the Vessels destined for the Columbia) a 
Plan formed for the purpose. 

If a favourable connection could be made with an 
American House—it was the general opinion—it should 
be adopted for facilitating the Business in China. 

Next the number of Clerks & Men in the different 
Departments & Posts were investigated & considered— 
and the following Statement of them appeared to be 
nearly correct, as they stood last year—It was deter- 
mined that such as did not produce adequate Returns 
should be reduced as in the following Scale. 

Years 1813—& 1814 vizt 

Nipigon. . for 1814 
1 Proprietor 1 Proprietor 
Clerks. .............. 4 Clerks..... 0 ....22.00.. 3 
Engagees............. 24 Interpreters............. 1 
Guide. ............... 1 Summer men......... .. 4 
Interpreters. ......... 1 Engagees..... ......... 17 

— 30 — 25 

Michipicoton 
1 Proprietor......... . 1 Proprietor 
Clerks... 2.0... 0.02... 3 Clerks... ...... 0.0.05. 3 
Engagees............. 16 Engagees... ........... 12 
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1813 
Shaskatchewan River 

2 Proprietors 
Clerks. 2.0.0.0... 0.00.00. 

Interpreters........... 
Engagees............. 

Rat River & C. House 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks................ 

Interpreters........... 
Canoe men 
including S. men 

LL Pluie 
1 Proprietor 
Clerks................ 

Guide. .........0...... 

/ Athabasca River & 

v Lesser Slave lake 
‘ 1 Proprietor 

Clerks................ 

Guide............00.. 

1814 

2 Proprietors 
Clerks... 20. .......000. 3 

Interpreters............. 3 
Guides................. 2 

Engagees............... 47 
Summer Men............ 7 

N.B. The Rat River on account 
of the strong footing which the 
H Bay have in it & the great 
number of Posts remaining was 
left'as last year, butit was con- 
sidered therewere too many men. 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks... ..........00., 1 
Interpreters............. 1 

Engagees............... 11 
Summer Men............ 2 

— 15 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks... 0... cece eee 
Interpreters............. 1 
Engagees............... 21 
Guide..............00.. 1 
Sumr Men } 3 
including 7 Eng f°" °°" 

— 26 
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y 1813 
/” At Rocky Mountain Portage 

Interpreter............ I 
Horse Keeper.......... 1 
Hunters.............. 2 
Engagees ) 
Young Indian } °° "°°" 

6 

English River 
1 Proprietor 
Clerks................ 3 
Interpreters........... 3 
Guides................ 2 
Engagees............. 37 

Fort Dauphin 
1 Proprietor 
Clerks................ 4 
Interpreters........... 2 

Guides................ 1 
Engagees............. 30 

37 

1814 

N.B. This Establishment to be 
knocked up except a Couple of 
Careful men to be left at the 
Portage with Horses & Pro- 
visions to facilitate the Com- 
munication with the Columbia— 
This arrangement was given in 
charge to Mr McGillis & to be 
controld between him & Mr 
Keith. 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks... 0... 0... c eee, 3 
Interpreters............. 2 

Guide.................. 1 
Engagees............... 36 

— 42 
Should the H BayCompany send 
in any Forces to this Dept Mr 
McGillivray is to have a good 
Canot of Athabasca men to 
strengthen the Posts. 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks... ...........0.. 4 
Interpreters.... ........ 2 

Guide..........0 0220, 1 
Engagees. ............. 27 

— 34 
It is contemplated to strengthen 
further this Department on 
Account of the Strong HB 
opposition. 
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1813 
Red River 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks. ...........0005 
Guides................ 
Engagees............. 
Interpreters........... 
Summer men.......... 

Lac Ouinipique 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks................ 

Guide. ............... 

Vessels 

Captn..............0. 
Sailors.............0.. 

Fond du lac 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks................ 

— 28 

1814 

The Department to have an 
Extra Canoe and men with an 
additional Proprietor on account 
of the Interference of the H B 
Co—& new Colony. Eight of 
the men of this Depart to be 
discharged or sent away from 
the Post for misconduct at the 
time the Provisions were seized. 

1 Proprietor 

Clerks................. 2 
Interpreter............. 1 
Engagees............... 14 

The Post to remain in its 

present state for 1814 

To remain the same 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks. ......-.. 000000 3 
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1813 
Athabasca 

5 Proprietors 

Clerks... 2 0.0.2... 000, 13 
Interpreters........ . .. 8 
Engagees....... ....... *162 

183 

Fort William 
1 Proprietor 
Clerks. .. 1.2.2.2... 1 
Engagees............. 22 

23 

287 

1814 

5 Proprietors 
Clerks......0 .....0005. 12 
Engagees. ............- 92 
Summer men........... 31 

Interpreters............. 8 

—143 

NB. The Number of Men to be 
further reduced if any of the 
said men can be discharged at 
Lac la Pluie—as from the 
number to be taken next year 
from McKs River there will be 
more men coming out than are 
required 

Present total 

Hired............ 0... 95 

Unhired........... 0. 28 

Discharged........... 8 
Summer men.......... 31 

*162 

1 Proprietor 
Clerks... ........20.05, I 

These were the arrangements as settled in the Council but it is 
probable some changes may be made for strengthening the Divi- 
sion Posts & those threatened by the Hudsons Bay Company.— 

One or two Clerks to be sent next Winter or Spring from Athabasca 
to the Columbia. 
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Partners appointed for Departments for 1814 

Athabasca... 0.0.2... eee cee ees John McGillivray 
Robert Henry 

John Stuart 
George Keith 
Ed Smith (1814) 

Upper English River. ................. John Thomson 
Lower English River.................. J D Campbell 
Shaskatchewan River.................. James Hughes 

John Haldane 
Lac Ouinipique.. ............-..-005- J Dougal Cameron 

Z Athabasca River........000.0000000005 Hugh McGillis 
Fort Dauphin........................ John McDonald 
Red River... 00.0.0 2. occ e eee eee Duncan Cameron 

Alexr McDonell (1814) 
Lac la Pluie.............000002..0.... John McLaughlin (1814) 
Fort William. .......0....000...0200 005 Kenneth McKenzie 
Lac des Isles.. 12.0.0... 00-0 eee e eee Ranaid Cameron 
Nipigon........... 00... cece eee eee eee James Leith 
Michipicoton................00000 eee Archd McLellan 
Fond du Lac............... 200.2220 Donald McKenzie 
Pic... ee eee John McBean (Clk) 

“ James Grant 

In all 2i—John McDonald (from the Columbia) & Pierre 
Rocheblave go down in Rotation—the first of these Gentlemen in 
his own right—Mr Rocheblave takes by permission, the Rotation 
of Mr Simon Fraser (from Athabasca) having intimated some wish 
of going down and being his Rotation is not yet placed, John Wills 
remained in land so ill that he is not expected to live he was last 
Winter at the Red River. 

An Investigation of the Departments took place in order to 
check irregularities, and to ascertain whether or not the regulations 
of last Year had been attended to, & if the Goods in Depot had 
been taken care of. 
St Maries —No accounts yet received, but daily ex- 

pected by the Vessel to arrive from that 
place. 
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Pic 

Fort William 

Fond du Lac 

Nipigon 

Lac la pluie 

Fort Dauphin 

Cumberland Ho 

Bas de la Riviere 

1a 

—A great saving of Provisions and no mis- 
management in other respects. 

—A great saving of Provisions and good 
Management-—an Extra number of Men 
complained of at this place, it appearing 
that they were left as not being required by 

the other Departments. 
—A Dependence had been placed on Mr 

D McKenzie to bring out some Provisions 
for the support of the general Stock at 
Head Quarters & he received for that 
purpose several Pks of Goods last year. 
which were not expended (with the excep- 
tion of 1 Keg High Wines & 26 Powder) 
a disappointment expressed at not getting 

these Provisions. More particularly as it 
appears that 35 Kegs of follavoine remained 
at Leech Lake. 

—One Clerk too many and the Post falling 
to nothing—If Dorion’s Post is not more 
productive this Winter it is to be thrown 
up in the Spring—Mr Leith to bring out 
at all Events the Extra Clerk. 

—Mr Duncan Cameron broke in upon the 
Depot of Goods at L L P (the Atha Goods) 
taking therefrom 5 Blankets & 1 Piece 
Shirts—contrary to a formal Resolution of 

the Concern—last year apprehending a 
Scarcity. 

—The Depot entire. It appears that this 
Department was too short of men to cope 
with the Hudsons Bay Compy. 

—The Depot broke in upon by Mr Campbell 
and 1 Keg of Powder taken out of it—Too 
many men left in land & the wages of 
several of them too high. 

—It appears that the great complaint made 
against this Post last year for the waste 
of Stores of Provisions usually left there 
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for the Summer, has had a good effect— 
that due care has been taken of them, and 

the Business of the place conducted with 
more advantage to the Concern than 
formerly. 

Shaskatchewan River—Depot entire & the Trade in good order. 
Upper English River—Ditto—Ditto. 
Athabasca —The too high wages given to Summer Men 

complained of—Mr Ed. Smith blamed in 
this respect. 

Athabasca River —Mr Decoigne broke in upon a Depot taking 
therefrom two Pieces—and being in other 
respects reported to be extravagant has 
been ordered out & goes to Montreal— 
nothing otherwise against his Character. 

A Resolve past in 1811 respecting the Clerks who should be brought 
into the Concern having been considered—It appeared that One & 
One Haif Shares only are at the disposal of the Concern, although 
the Intention was to promote five Young Men to Shares & that 
such Expectations had been given to them.—The Propriety of 
Keeping faith with these Gentlemen was no question, & it was 
determined to give them equivalents to Shares by a general con- 
tribution from the Concern until Shares should become vacant; 

but in order to save from this Burden the Wintering Partners & 
particularly those who have only one Share and as being more 
gratifying to the Young Men—M’Tavish McGillivray & Company 
(with the assent of Mr A McKenzie &c) gave up Three &? One Half 
Shares for the Young Men, to be replaced from the first Shares 
which should fall vacant. 

A Resolve to this Effect was past & signd—together with 
assignments of Shares to Edward Smith, J. McLaughlin Alexr 
McDonell James Keith & Angus Bethune. 

The Situation of the Concern in the Interior with the Hudsons 
Bay Company—and particularly the Violent & illegal seizure of all 
the Provisions which had been collected at the Red River—under 
the authority of a pretended Proclamation issued by Miles Mc- 
Donell—agent to Lord Selkirk—for laying an Embargo on all 
Provisions which should be collected in that Department (The Red 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 291 

River)—It appeared that he had taken from the Hudsons Bay 
Company 200 Bags of Pemican & insisted on having an equal 

Number from the North West Company—which being very 
properly refused he took measures for seizing the whole—in which 

he succeeded—-The Servants of the N W Co being frightened with 
a Show of Hostility & high sounding words—and not being sup- 
ported by those who had the Charge of the Department. These 
also thought proper to decline the aid voluntarily offered by the 
natives on the occasion. The Gentlemen of the neighboring De- 
partments however assembled with their men & Mr Miles was 

very near paying dear for his temerity but being averse to com- 
mencing actual Hostility and wishing to know the Sentiments of 

the Concern at large in this extraordinary transaction, they entered 
into a compromise—that he should Keep 200 Bags & give up the 
remainder.—Thus the matter ended for the time—not, it must be 
confessed—not much to the Credit of the Concern—and in conse- 
quence of what past at the meeting it is not probable that a similar 
attempt will be equally successful—a full determination was taken 
to defend the Property at all Hazards, & all the Wintering men 
being assembled for this purpose the true state of the case was 
explained to them, and the impression it made, it is hoped will 
render it a dangerous service to any man who may presume to 
plunder them—a feast of 13 Pts of liquor & Provisions was given 
to them on the occasion. 

The Men of Red River & four of those from Fort Dauphin 
who had ill behaved on the seizure of the Provisions were pointed 
out to the others & disgraced.—The Intentions of Miles McDonell 
and the Heads of the Hudson Bay Interests were evident. They 
Supposed the Communication with Canada cut off by the Events 
of the War last Campaine—and by depriving the Company of the 
Provisions collected in the Interior the People must have been 
starved and the Business totally stopped. 

Mr McGillivray having stated to the Wintering Partners that 
it was the Intention of his House (M‘T. M‘Gs & co)—and Forsyth 

Richardson & co, to continue to Trade to the South—if such 

favorable terms were obtained at a Price with the United States 
as would afford protection to the Trade—either by a new Boundary 
line, or by rendering the Territory of the Indians neutral—or 

other favorable circumstances taking place—and expressing it to 



292 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

be the wish of the two Houses that the North West Co would 
agree to hold an equa! Share with each of them respectively in the 
proposed Trade, which would much simplify it, & enable the 
holders to carry it on with much more economy than on a separate 
Establishment—They (the Wintering Partners) agreed to take 
one third of said Trade, if entered into, or a proportion equal to 
what either of the two Houses will hold—And Mr McGillivray 
declaring for his Establishment & for that of Messrs F R & co that 
they should not object, but rather propose that Mr Rocheblave 
should be the Agent with proper aid & assistance for carrying on 
this Business.—The Concern also agreed to this arrangement. 

Various explanations of the Accts were asked and given by the 
Agents—The Sale of Salmon at Quebec in 1813 was considered as 
having been made at an under value—and a large quantity of 
grease purchased from Mr Crawford at St Josephs without any 
necessity, but which appeared to have arisen from a misunder- 
standing—The Exchange was again objected to on which account 
the general accounts of the Concern were not signed. 

These Arrangements & Discussions took place from the 11th 

to the 16th July Inclusive, and the Minutes (foregoing) contain a 
true Account of every circumstance of moment that occurred. 

Agents 
Ww McGillivray} gers 

21: ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT OF McTavisy, McGILLivray AND 

Co., 1811. 
[Hudson’s Bay House.] 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT entered into and concluded by and 

between William McGillivray, William Hallowell, Roderick 

McKenzie, Angus Shaw, James Hallowell Junior, and Archibald 
Normand McLeod, carrying on trade in Montreal and other parts 

of America under the name of Firm or McTavish McGillivrays & 

Co, and alsoin London under the name or Firm of McTavish Fraser 

& Co of the one part; and Simon McGillivray, one of the partners 

1Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 
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of the said House of McTavish Fraser & Co in London, of the other 
part, vizt. 

Whereas on the first day of December One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Six Articles of Agreement were entered into at 
Montreal by and between William McGillivray, Duncan McGill- 
vray, William Hallowell, Roderick McKenzie, Angus Shaw, and 

James Hallowell Junior for the purpose of carrying on Trade under 
the Firm of McTavish McGillivrays and Company, which article 

of Agreement were further modified, vizt—On the fourth day of 
May One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eight, after the decease 
of Duncan McGillivray, one of the said parties, in as much as 
related to the situation and Interests of the said Angus Shaw, as 
is more fully set forth in said Agreements; 4nd whereas by Articles 
of Agreement bearing date the first day of December, One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eight, the said Archibald Normand McLeod 
was admitted a partner in the said House or Firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays and Company upon the terms and stipulation which 
are explained in said Agreement, 4nd Whereas it is judged expedient 
that Simon McGillivray (now of London, merchant, and a partner 

in the said House or Firm of McTavish Fraser and Company) 
should also become a partner in the said House or Firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays and Company. It is now determined, and the said 

William McGillivray, William Hallowell, Roderick McKenzie, 

Angus Shaw, James Hallowell Junior, and Archibald Normand 
McLeod, being the parties composing the said House of McTavish 
McGillivrays and Company agree to admit him, the said Simon 
McGillivray, as a partner into the said Establishment, and to 
include his name in their Firm on the following Conditions, vizt. 

That this Interest or Share in the said House of McTavish 
McGillivrays and Company shall commence on the first day of 
December, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eleven, and termi- 

nate according to the Agreements above referred to, and that 
the said share in their profits or losses shall be equal to Two Ninths 
of the profits or losses which may be made by the House of Mc- 
Tavish Fraser and Company in London, being the share he now 
holds in that House, after which the remainder of the profits or 
losses of the said House of McTavish McGillivrays and Company 
shall be divided amongst the other partners of their Firm in the 
manner explained in the said Articles of Agreement of the first 



294 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

day of December One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eight. 
That whereas Simon McGillivray now holds (as before stated) 

Two Ninth Shares in the profits or losses of the said House of 
McTavish Fraser and Company in London, It is understood, and 
he hereby agrees, in Consideration of the preceding stipulation, 
to throw into the general mass of profits or losses of the said Mc- 
Tavish McGillivrays and Company the profits or losses which he 
may incur in consequence of his holding the said share in the said 
House of McTavish Fraser and Company in London. 

And that the said Simon McGillivray shall take an active part 
in the management of the said Establishment, and watch over its 
Interests wherever they may come under his view, whether in 

Great Britain or in Canada. 
In witness whereof the parties to these Presents, have hereunto 

set their Hands and Seals. 
Signed sealed and delivered by the within 
mentioned William McGillivray, William] W. McGi.iivray 
Hallowell, Angus Shaw, and Archibald 

Normand McLeod, at Montreal in the}Wm. HaLirowELt 

Province of Lower Canada, this twenty-| Ancus SHaw 

third day of October, one Thousand Eight| A. N. MacLeop 
Hundred and Eleven In presence of 

Joun McTavisu 
James McQuuHaE 

Signed sealed and delivered by the within 
named Roderick McKenzie at Terrebonne 

in the Province of Lower Canada this}Rop. MackENzIE 
twenty-third day of October One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eleven, in presence of 

Jno. McKenzie 
H. Mackenzie 

Signed sealed and delivered by the within 
named James Hallowell Junior at Quebec 
in the Province of Lower Canada this}Js HaLttowe.t, Junr 
twenty-third day of October One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eleven In presence of 

Jno. BLackwoop 
D. McTavisu 



THE NORTH WEST COMPANY 295 

Signed sealed and delivered at London this 
fourteenth day of March One Thousand 

Eight Hundred and Twelve (being first}Simon McGILiivray 
duly stamped) by the within named Simon 
McGillivray in presence of 

Joun Perry 

Joun Fraser, Jr 

22: Drart oF AGreeMent OF McTavisu, McGIiivreays &« Co. 

1814.! 
[Sulpician Library, Montreal.) 

Artictes of Agreement, had, made concluded and agreed 
upon at Montreal in the Province of Lower Canada this First Day 
of November in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight hundred 
and Fourteen.—By and between the Honorable William McGilli- 
vray of Montreal aforesaid, Simon McGillivray of London Merchant 
now present at Montreal, Archibald Norman McLeod, Thomas 
Thain John McTavish and Henry MacKenzie all of Montreal 
aforesaid Merchants. 

Whereas by Articles of Agreement bearing date at Montreal 

aforesaid the second day of December of the year One Thousand 
seven hundred and Ninety nine, Simon McTavish late of Montreal 

aforesaid Esquire now deceased John Gregory of the same place 
Merchant, the said William McGillivray, Duncan McGillivray, 

late of Montreal aforesaid now deceased, and William Hallowell 

of the same place Merchant, entered into a Copartnership to carry 
on Trade as Merchants at to and from Montreal aforesaid under 
certain Stipulations and conditions as therein set forth for the 
space and term of Seven years under the name or firm of McTavish 
Frobisher & Company—And whereas by virtue of a reserve made 
in the said Articles of Agreement Roderick MacKenzie of Montreal 
aforesaid Merchant, was afterwards on the Nineteenth day of April 
of the year one Thousand Eight hundred admitted a Partner of 
the said House or firm of McTavish Frobisher & Company—And 
whereas under and by virtue of the Articles of Agreement of the 

1This document, which is in the Baby Collection in the Sulpician Library, 
Montreal, probably came from the papers of Samuel Gerrard. 



296 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

Northwest Company bearing the fifth day of July of the year one 
Thousand Eight hundred and two the said House or firm of Mc- 

Tavish Frobisher & Co. acquired and held therein thirty Ninety 

second parts or shares, which by a subsequent agreement between 
the Partners of the said Northwest company and certain other 
Traders commonly denominated the new North West Company, 
bearing date on the fifth day of November of the year one Thousand 
Eight hundred and four and commonly called the Coalition agree- 
ment were extended and held as thirty hundredth shares—And 
whereas by articles of agreement bearing date the Twenty fourth 
day of September of the year One Thousand Eight hundred and 
Five, a certain other Company or Concern was formed by the said 
McTavish Frobisher & Company and John Fraser of London 
Merchant, the said Simon McGillivray and John Fulloh of London, 
under the name or firm of McTavish, Fraser & Co: in which said 
last mentioned Concern the said McTavish Frobisher & Company 
held four Ninth parts on shares as set forth in the said Articles of 
Agreement.—And whereas on the sixth day of July of the year 
One Thousand Eight hundred and four, the said Simon McTavish 
died, from and after which time the said House or firm of McTavish 

Frobisher & Company was continued and the Affairs and business 
thereof managed and carried on by the other surviving Partners 
herein before named.—And whereas on the Thirty first day of 
May of the year one Thousand Eight hundred and Six the said 
John Gregory retired and withdrew from the said House or firm 
of McTavish Frobisher & Company by certain articles of Agree- 
ment bearing date on that day did for the considerations therein 

mentioned transfer assign and convey to the then surviving Partners 

herein before named all his right share and Interest in the Concerns 
of the said House or firm of McTavish frobisher & Co:—And 
whereas On the thirtieth day of November of the year One Thou- 
sand Eight Hundred and Six the said Copartnership of McTavish 
Frobisher & Company determined and expired—And Whereas by 
Articles of agreement bearing date at Montrea] aforesaid on the 
first day of December next following the said William McGillivray 
Duncan McGillivray William Hallowell and Roderick Mackenzie 
did consent and agree to continue and carry on Trade as Copartners 
in all the business previously carried on by the said House or firm 
of McTavish Frobisher & Company and did accordingly form and 
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enter into a new copartnership for the term of seven years to be 
carried on under the name or firm of McTavish, McGillivrays & 
Compy and under certain stipulations and conditions fully set 
forth in the aforesaid articles of Agreement, reference to which is 
here made— 

And Whereas by further Articles of agreement of the said last 
mentioned date the said William McGillivray Duncan McGillivray 
William Hallowell and Roderic Mackenzie then constituting the 
said newly formed firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company did 
receive and admit Angus Shaw of Quebec in the said Province 
Esquire and James Hallowell Junior of Montreal aforesaid Gentle- 
man to become Partners thereof, and to hold certain Shares therein 

upon the Conditions and subject to the terms specified in the said 
further Articles of Agreement reference to which is here made— 

And whereas among other Conditions in the said last mentioned 
articles of agreement it was stipulated that the said Angus Shaw 
should and he did accordingly assign transfer and make over to 
the said House of McTavish McGillivrays & Company all the right 
Share and Interest which he then held or was entitled to as an 
active Partner of the said Northwest Company consisting of four 
hundredth Shares therein, and also all the right interest benefits 
advantages or Commissions he the said Angus Shaw was entitled 
to claim from the said Northwest Company for managing the 
business of the Department of the Kings Posts & Mingan under 
a resolve of the said Company made at the Grand Portage and 
bearing the date the Sixth day of July of the year one Thousand 
Eight hundred and two; which said right shares Commission and 

advantages so previously held by him the said Angus Shaw and 
thus assigned to the said McTavish McGillivrays & Company were 
to be and were by them retained and enjoyed and equally divided 
and distributed unto and among the Partners of the said firm in 
proportion to their respective shares therein—And it was farther 
stipulated that the said Angus Shaw and James Hallowell Junior 
should not for a certain time be announced & declared publickly as 
Copartners of the said firm and that in the mean time the said 
Angus Shaw should attend to the duties of his Situation as an 
active Partner of the Northwest Company and to the Management 
of the said Departments of the Kings Posts and Mingan in the 
same manner as if the said last mentioned articles of agreement 
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had not been made And Whereas on the Ninth Day of April of 
the year One Thousand Eight hundred and Eight the said Duncan 
McGillivray died, and it was considered expedient by the Surviving 
Partners of the said firm that the said Angus Shaw should be 
declared a Partner thereof, and having in consequence ceased to 
be considered an active Partner of the said Northwest Company 
he resigned to that concern two of the four shares which he had 
previously held there in as aforesaid and his other two shares 
there in remained and were held by the said firm of McTavish, 
McGillivray & Company for the general benefit thereof.—And 
Whereas by Articles of Agreement entered into by the surviving 
parties to the said last mentioned agreement, and bearing date at 
Montreal aforesaid on the fourth day of May of the year one 
Thousand Eight hundred and Eight it was further stipulated and 
agreed that if from any cause the said Angus Shaw should not 

continue to be a Partner of the said House of McTavish McGilli- 
vrays & Company at the period when their concern should come 
to be renewed after the expiration of their then present agreement 
then and in that case the said Angus Shaw should be entitled to 
claim and receive the said two shares he so held in the North West 
Company to him and his heirs for and during the space of Nine 
years further, that is to say till the year one Thousand Eight 
hundred and twenty two— 

And whereas by articles of agreement bearing date at Montreal 
aforesaid the first day of December of the year one Thousand 
Eight hundred and Eight the said Archibald Normand McLeod 
was admitted a Partner in the said House or firm of McTavish, 

McGillivrays & Company upon the terms and conditions con- 
tained in the said agreement reference to which is herein made— 
And Whereas by a Letter bearing date at Montreal aforesaid on 
the fifth day of May of the year One Thousand Eight hundred and 
Eight the said then surviving Partners of the said firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays & Compy. did assign and make over to the said Simon 

McGillivray one of the four Ninth shares previously held by them 
in the said House or firm of McTavish Fraser & Company of London 
in addition to one Ninth share which he the said Simon McGillivray 
had previously held therein—And Whereas by Public notice in- 

serted in the London Gazette of the 25th day of September of the 
year one Thousand Eight hundred and Ten the said John Fulloh 
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withdrew and retired from the said House of firm of McTavish 
Fraser & Company, leaving the one Ninth share which he had held 

in the said House to be applied in payment of a debt due from him 
thereunto—And Whereas the said Partnership of McTavish Fraser 
& Company expired on the Thirty first of May of the year One 
Thousand Eight hundred and thirteen and the said one ninth share 

some time held by the said John Fulloh as aforesaid reverted to 
and became the Property of the said firm of McTavish McGillivrays 
& Company was understood and agreed to be virtually continued 
for the term of seven years from that date—And Whereas by 
articles of agreement bearing date at Montreal aforesaid on the 
Twenty third day of October of the year One Thousand Eight 
hundred and Eleven, and executed by the said Simon McGillivray 
in London on the fourteenth day of March of the year One Thousand 
Eight hundred and twelve it was agreed by and between the parties 
then composing the said firm of McTavish, McGillivrays & Com- 
pany and the said Simon McGillivray, that he the said Simon 
McGillivray should become an active Partner of the said House of 
McTavish McGillivrays & Company and that his name should 
be included in that firm as well as in the said firm of McTavish 
Fraser & Company of London—and also that he the said Simon 
McGillivray should give into the general mass of the Profits or 
losses of the said firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company the 
two Ninth Shares which he had previously held in the said firm of 
McTavish Fraser and Company as aforesaid—And Whereas in 

virtue of the retirement of the said John Fulloh and the accession 
of the said Simon McGillivray the said House or firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays and Company became possessed of and held Six 
ninth, or Two third shares of the Profits or Losses of the said firm 

of McTavish Fraser & Company, whereof the remaining third is 

held by the said John Fraser—And whereas in reference to the 
continuation and renewal of the said firm of McTavish, McGilli- 

vrays & Company here in after recited and set forth, and in order 
the more effectually to ensue the security of their Concerns during 
his present absence from London he the said Simon McGillivray 
did on the Twenty second day of July last past enter into an 
agreement on their behalf with the said John Fraser and his son 
John Fraser the younger, wherein it was stipulated and agreed 

that he the said John Fraser the younger is for the present declared 
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and authorized to act in all matters as a Partner of the said House 
of firm of McTavish Fraser and Company And that from and 
after the Thirty first day of May of the year One Thousand Eight 
hundred and Sixteen he shall receive one Ninth share of the Profits 
and emoluments thereof being one of the Ninth shares Now held 
by the said renewed firm of McTavish McGillivray & Company, 
which said ninth share is hereby made over and assigned to him 
the said John Fraser the younger from and after the said specified 
time, and it was further stipulated in the said agreement that in 
the event of the death of the said John Fraser at any time before 
the expiration of the said Partnership of McTavish Fraser & 
Company (in which event the three Ninth shares now held by him 
will revert to the said renewed firm of McTavish McGillivrays 
and Company) then and in that case one of the said Ninth shares 
shall be made over and assigned to the said John Fraser the younger 
in addition to the Ninth share above specified, and so as to increase 
his share to two Ninth parts of the Profits and emoluments of the 
said firm of McTavish Fraser and Company upon the conditions 
and subject to the terms and stipulations specified in the said 
Agreement to which reference is here made.—And Whereas on 
the thirtieth day of November of the year one Thousand Eight 
Hundred and two the said House or firm of McTavish, Frobisher 

& Company did assign and transfer to the late Joseph Frobisher 
of Montreal aforesaid Esquire now deceased, for the benefit of his 
son Benjamin Joseph Frobisher one of the Forty Sixth Shares 
which they then held under the articles of agreement of the said 
Northwest Compy, to be held and enjoyed by the said Benjamin 
Joseph Frobisher during the period of that agreement~—And 
Whereas on the Sixteenth day of December of the year One Thou- 
sand Eight hundred and Six the said House or firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays & Company did for the consideration of Five hundred 
Pounds Current Money of the said Province of Canada to be by 
them paid annually to the said Joseph Frobisher and after his 
death to the said Benjamin Joseph Frobisher during the term of 
their Partnership, and which sum or annuity has by them been 
paid, purchase back from them the said Joseph Frobisher and 
Benjamin Joseph Frobisher the said Forty sixth share, which in 

virtue of the said Coalition Agreement of the Northwest Com- 
pany herein before mentioned has been previously extended and 
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held as two hundredth shares and which two hundredth shares 
were thus restored to the Mass of Shares held by the said House or 
firm of McTavish Frobisher & Company and subsequently by 
the said House or firm of McTavish, McGillivrays & Company as 
aforesaid—And Whereas by a certain Construction of the said 
Coalition Agreement of the Northwest Company herein before 
mentioned the right of the said House or firm of McTavish McGilli- 
vrays & Co, to Five of the Thirty hundredth Shares held by them 
in virtue of that agreement became questioned and upon a reference 
to arbitration it was decided that one fourth part of the Profits 
arising from the said five shares did belong and should be paid 
over to the agents of Sir Alexander Mackenzie & Company the 
designation assumed by the said New Northwest Company, sub- 
sequent to the said Coalition Agreement of the Northwest Company 
unless the said five shares should be given up by the said House 
or firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company, and assigned over 

to Wintering Partners of the said Northwest Company by a legal 
majority of that Concern— 

And Whereas on the thirtieth day of November last past the 
said Copartnership of McTavish McGillivrays & Company deter- 
mined and expired, and the several partial agreements between 
the said original Partners and the said Angus Shaw James Hallowell 
Junior Archibald Norman McLeod, and Simon McGillivray herein 

before mentioned likewise determined and expired— 
And whereas on the first day of December last past the said 

William McGillivray acting for himself and by virtue of a Power 

of Attorney from the said Simon McGillivray, the said Archibald 
Normand McLeod, and the said John McTavish did enter into 
an provisional agreement of Copartnership for the term of Nine 
years from that date, to be carried on under the old name or firm 

of McTavish McGillivrays & Company and to continue and carry 

on trade as Copartners in all the aforesaid business heretofore 
carried on by the said late house or firm of McTavish McGillivrays 
& Co: and Whereas the said provisional agreement contained 
among other clauses a Stipulation for a more regular and ample 
agreement to be entered into with all convenient dispatch and to 
contain such additional Articles and conditions as the Parties 
therein concerned should deem fit and expedient,—And Whereas 
the said Henry Mackenzie did on the fourteenth day of May last 
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past become a party to the said Provisional agreement and the 
said Thomas Thain hath also agreed to become a party thereto. 

And Whereas it hath been proposed to Donald McTavish, a 
Partner of the said Northwest Company to become a party to 
this agreement on his return from the Columbia River, and upon 
Conditions herein after mentioned. 

And Whereas by certain articles of agreement bearing date on 
the Eleventh day of May last past the said Roderick Mackenzie 

did in consideration of the sum of Ten Thousand Pounds Current 
Money aforesaid to be paid to him by the said new firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays & Co: in the manner and at the times in the said 
Agreement & specified, assign transfer and convey to the said new 
House or firm all his right share & Interest in the capital and con- 
cerns of the said late House or firm of McTavish McGillivrays & 
Compy. And Whereas the said Angus Shaw hath also in con- 

sideration of certain conditions herein after specified, agreed to 
assign transfer and convey to the said new House or firm all his 

right share and Interest in the Concerns of the said late House or 
firm of McTavish McGillivrays and Company. 

And Whereas the said William Hallowell hath brought a 
demand, And intimated an intention to institute a Law suit, in 

order to obtain certain shares of the said Northwest Company 
which he claims in virtue of his supposed rights as a Partner of 
the said late House or firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company 
or of the said Northwest Company, and which shares if he succeeds 
in obtaining them must come in diminution of the Mass of the said 
shares of the Northwest Company to be held by the said New 
House or firm. 

And Whereas in the said Provisional Articles of agreement and 
in reference to the said five shares of the Northwest Company the 
right to which of the said late firm of McTavish McGillivrays and 
Company was questioned, and disputed, as herein before mentioned, 
and which were only partially retained by the said late firm, it was 

agreed and stipulated that the Partners of the said new House 
or firm who acted as agents of the Northwest Company for the 
Current year were empowered and authorized to assign over to 

such Clerks of the Northwest Company as the Annual Meeting of 
Proprietors might think proper to bring forward as Partners the 
aforesaid five shares thereby making an addition of five active 
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Partners to the Northwest Company, in order thereby to evince 
the disinterestedness of the House and to cultivate a good under- 
standing with the Wintering Partners of the Northwest Company— 
And Whereas the said agents have only lent the said shares to the 
Northwest Company to be now assigned over to the Clerks in 
rotation who had been previously nominated to succeed to shares, 
and to be returned to the House when shares shall hereafter fall 
into the disposal of the Northwest Company—And Whereas the 
said five shares do for the present come in diminution of the Mass 
of shares of the Northwest Company to be held by the said new 

House or firm—-And any of the said shares which may hereafter 
be restored by the Northwest Company will come in addition 
thereto.— 

Now these Presents Witness that the said William McGillivray 
Simon McGillivray Archibald Norman McLeod Thomas Thain 

John McTavish and Henry Mackenzie having a full and competent 
knowledge of all and every the aforesaid Covenants Contracts 

Agreements and transactions, and willing and intending to assume 
ratify confirm execute and perform the same and every part 
thereof—And to demand require and receive all and every the 

benefits and advantages arising or to arise then from, save and 
except as hereinafter specified and excepted.— 

Do hereby consent and agree to continue and carry on trade as 

Copartners in all the aforesaid business heretofore carried on by 
the said late House or firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company 

and by the said new House or firm since the formation of the same 
and all matters in which they were in any wise interested or con- 

cerned, and also in all other matters which the said Parties hereto 

may hereafter see fit to undertake or to be concerned in under the 
stipulations and conditions herein after set forth—that is to say. 

ARTICLE IsT 

That the said Copartnership shall continue and be in force for 
and during the space of Nine years to be reckoned and computed 

from the first day of December last past and shall be carried on 
under the name or firm of McTavish McGillivrays and Company. 

ARTICLE 2ND 

That the said Copartnership interest and concern shall be 
divided into Nineteen Shares, of which the said William McGillivray 
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shall hold and retain four shares, the said Simon McGillivray three 
shares, the said Archibald Normand McLeod two shares, the said 
Thomas Thain two shares, the said John McTavish two shares, 
the said Henry Mackenzie two shares—The Emoluments of two 

shares are reserved to be assigned and made over to the said Angus 
Shaw in consideration of certain conditions contained in a supple- 
mentary agreement of this date and the remaining two shares are 
reserved for the said Donald McTavish, in the event of his acceding 

to the proposal made to him to become a party to this agreement, 
and until his determination upon this point shall be ascertained the 
Profits and Emoluments of the said two shares shall be carried 
to an account to be opened for that purpose in the Books of the 
said Concern; and in the event that the said Donald McTavish 

shall not accede and become a party to this agreement, then and 
in that case the amount of the said account and also the said two 
shares hereby reserved for him shall be rateably and in proportion 
divided among the other shares herein before specified, so that the 
said Copartnership interest and Concern shall in that case consist 
of and shall be divided into the seventeen shares hereinbefore 
enumerated, and it is understood and agreed that the interest held 
in virtue of all the said shares shall commence and be reckoned 
from the Commencement of this Copartnership concern on the 
first day of December last past.— 

ArT. 3RD 

In addition to the two shares above specified and in considera- 
tion of the benefit expected to be derived by the Concern from the 
services and experience of the said Thomas Thain it is agreed to 
give to the said Thomas Thain a further compensation which shall 
annually be deducted as a charge upon the gross Balance of the 
Profit and Loss account before the same shall be appropriated or 
carried to the Credit of the stock account as hereinafter specified— 
that is to say—If the Net Balance of the Profit and Loss account 

shall be such as to give for each share as herein before enumerated 
the sum of One Thousand Pounds Current Money aforesaid or 

upwards then and in that case the additional compensation to the 
said Thomas Thain shall be five hundred Pounds: if the Net Pro- 
duce of the Profit and Loss account shall be only five hundred 

Pounds or less than five hundred Pounds for each share as aforesaid 
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then the additional compensation to the said Thomas Thain shall 
be Two hundred and Fifty Pounds; and if the net Balance of the 
Profit and loss account shall exceed Five Hundred Pounds and be 
less than One Thousand Pounds for each share as aforesaid, then 
and in that case the additional compensation to the said Thomas 

Thain shall be equal to half the produce of one of the said shares 
whereof he himself is to hold two as aforesaid, the said compensation 
to commence and be reckoned from the first day of Decr. next after 
the date hereof, and not to be allowed for the first year of the 
said Copartnership the same being now nearly elapsed. 

Arr. 4TH 

It is hereby agreed that the said Thomas Thain’s becoming a 
Party to this agreement is not in any manner or point whatsoever 

to affect the rights of the said Sir Alexander Mackenzie & Company, 
of which Concern he is now an agent, and if he shall continue to 
act in that capacity he shall on all occasions be competent to 
represent that Concern hereafter in the same manner and with the 
same rights and privileges as heretofore.— 

Arr. 5TH 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed that the said William McGilliv- 
ray shall conduct and manage the correspondence and finance 
department, and with such assistance as he may require from any 
of his said Partners shall superintend the general business of the 
Concern that the said Simon McGillivray shall return to London 
to conduct and manage the concerns of the House there in the same 
manner as heretofore; that tne said Archibald Normand McLeod, 
Thomas Thain, and Donald McTavish (in the event of his becoming 
a party to this Agreement,) shall act and be employed in the 
business of agents of the Northwest Company, as well at Montreal 
as upon the communication, and at Fort William, or elsewhere 

according as the said Concern shall see fit to determine, that the 
said John McTavish shall keep the Books of accounts of the said 
Concern and in general as every thing in and about the Compting 
House Department with such Clerks and assistants as may be 
found necessary; and in the event of the said Concern finding it 
expedient hereafter to extend their transactions and to engage in 

20 



306 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

any partial or occasional business distinct from that connected 
with the Northwest Company; that the said Henry Mackenzie 
shall conduct and manage the same in such manner as may be 
hereafter determined on, and that in the mean time the said 
Henry Mackenzie shall be employed in any Department of the said 
Concern in which his services may be considered most useful. 

Art. 6TH 

The said William McGillivray reserves to himself the right, in 
case he shall at any time find that the affairs of the said concern 

will admit of his absence from Canada, so to absent himself accord- 

ingly; and in case of such absence being protracted beyond one 
season, or in case of the death of the said William McGillivray 

during the continuance of the said partnership, then and in either 
of these cases the said Simon McGillivray shall come to Montreal 
to assume the management of the finance and correspondence 
Department of the said concern; and it is generally agreed and 
expressly specified by and between the said Parties hereto, that 
save and except the said William McGillivray, and the said Thomas 

Thain, who so long as he shall continue to hold the situation of 
agent of the said Sir Alexander MacKenzie & Compy. shall be 
required to assume the management of any Department unless the 
same shal] be in some manner connected with the agency of the 
Northwest Company in Canada or at Fort William it shall be at 
the option and disposal of the Majority of the said Concern to 
change the arrangement of Departments contained in the preceding 
article and to employ any of the said Partners and also the said 
Thomas Thain in the event of his relinquishing the said agency of 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie & Compy. in any manner or in any 
business which may be deemed most conducive to the general 
benefit of the concern, and whether the said business or employ- 
ment shall be in Canada or in any other Country And each of 
the Parties hereunto binds himself under the penalty of half the 
Profits and emoluments from such time forward accuring upon 
his share of this concern to be by him forfeited to his said partners 
to undertake readily and to conduct diligently and faithfully such 
business or employment as the majority of the Concern may or 
shall thus prescribe to him. 
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ArT. 7TH 

In order to prevent any misconception in regard to the relative 
Duties attached to the different Departments of the said Concern 
herein before specified and the time within which such duties 
ought to be performed it is hereby declared to be mutually under- 
stood and agreed by and between the parties hereto that the Partner 

having charge of the Stores shall be responsible for the different 
articles required for the various Outfits being duly prepared and 
dispatched from the stores at such time and in such manner as 
never to retard or impede the sending off of Boats or Canoes at 
such periods as the Interests of the Concern may require, and also 
for the various Invoices and packing accounts being regularly 

made out and completed in such time as not to interfere with or 
retard the dispatching of the first hght Canoe in proper season; 
and further that the said Partner shall be responsible for having 
the Orders to be sent to England for goods completed and ready 
to despatch in each year on or before the Twentieth day of October. 
—That the other Partners intrusted with the management of the 
Northwest Agency shall be responsible for engaging the requisite 
number of Canoe Men during the proper season, dispatching the 
Canoes from LaChine and receiving the same on their return in the 
fall, assorting and baling the Furs and Peltries—They shall also 
superintend and conduct the Temiscamingue and Grand River 
Departments during the proper season, and he or they who return 

from the general Rendezvous of the Northwest Company at Fort 
William or elsewhere in each season shall be responsible for de- 
livering the Northwest Scheme for the following Outfit duly com- 
pleted on or before the first day of October and all other requisite 
Papers relative to the business of the season on or before the first 
day of November in each year. The Partner who is intrusted 
with the care of the general Books of the Agents of the Northwest 

Company shall be responsible for their being duly and regularly 

Balanced and closed and for the due delivery of the usual state- 

ments of the business of the year extracted from these Books on 

or before the last day of December in each year; and the Partner 

who is intrusted with the management of the Books and accounts 

of the said concern or firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company 

shall be responsible for such Books being regularly Balanced and 
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closed within fifteen days after such statements extracted from 
the Northwest Books shall be delivered to him as aforesaid. 

Art, 8TH 

Upon the accounts and Books of the said Concern being 
annually settled and closed as herein before specified the Net 
Balance of the account of Profit and Loss for the year shall be 
carried to a general stock account to be opened in the Books of the 
said Concern The said stock account shall accumulate by the 
addition of successive Profits, or shall be reduced by Losses if any 
should be sustained and shall remain undiminished and undivided 
until the end of the Concern, and until the property thereunto 
belonging shall be realized as hereinafter specified and provided, 
save and except in case of the death of any of the said Partners 
during the continuance of this agreement in which event the 
Balance of the Account of Profit and Loss at the annual Settlement 
of the Books next following the death of such Partner shall as 
usual be carried to the stock account in which such Partner was 

intrusted, and such stock account shall from thence forward be 

closed and shall receive no further increase unless from Profits 
which may accrue upon realizing Northwest Outfits or other ad- 
ventures in which the Concern shall have been embarked before 
the death of such deceased Partner, and shall sustain no reduction 
or diminution unless from Losses or bad Debts in which such 
deceased Partner shall have been intrusted, and the amount or 
Balance of such stock account, subject only to these additions or 

deductions shall from such day of annual settlement next following 
the death of such Partner be credited with Interest at the rate of 
Six per centum per annum and shall so accumulate with compound 
Interest until the close and termination of this Concern or Partner- 
ship, when the share belonging to such Deceased Partner in the 
amount of such stock account shall be adjusted and paid to his 
legal representatives in such manner as herein after specified and 
provided for,—And at the annual settlement of the Books of the 
said concern next ensuing after the settlement first following after 

the death of such Partner the Balance of the Account of Profit 
and Loss shall be carried to a new stock account which shall be 

then opened for the benefit of the surviving Partners and which 
shall accumulate to the end of the Concern in the same manner 
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as herein before provided and set forth in regard to the first stock 
account.—And so on, in case of the death of more Partners during 
the Continuance of this Concern, in the same manner as herein 
specified in case of the death of one Partner. 

Art. 9TH 

In order to facilitate to the Concern the carrying on and con- 
ducting the various branches of business in which the same now 
is or hereafter may be engaged it is hereby agreed that the Capital 
now belonging to the said William McGillivray and held by the said 
Concern shall remain engaged therein and the said William McGilli- 
vray shall not be authorized to withdraw or require payment of 
the same so as to reduce the amount of the principal thereof below 
the sum of fifteen Thousand Pounds Current Money aforesaid— 
That the Capital belonging to the said Simon McGillivray now 
held by the said Concern, the Capital which he and the said John 
McTavish may hereafter receive from the payment of Legacies by 
the Executors of the said late Simon McTavish.—the Capital which 
the said Henry Mackenzie may derive from the winding up and 
realizing the Concerns of Mackenzie Oldham & Company and all 
other Concerns at Terrebonne in which he was intrusted—And 
the Capital which the said Donald McTavish may become entitled 
to upon his resigning his situation as an active Partner of the 
Northwest Company (in the event that he the said Donald Mc- 
Tavish shall become a party to this agreement) shall respectively 
remain engaged in this Concern until the Close thereof, or until 
the death of any of the said parties which case is hereinafter 
specially provided for; that an Account of Capital shall be opened 
for each of the said parties in the Books of the said Concern and 
the said sums respectively placed to the Credit of the said accounts. 
—That the said Parties shall be entitled to receive Interest on the 
said Sums at the rate of six per centum per annum or to leave the 
same to accumulate in their option, and that in addition to such 
Interest that the parties to this agreement shall be entitled to 
draw from the Concern in each year the following sums, and no 
more, in order to meet their personal expenses; that is to say the 
said Archibald Norman McLeod Eight hundred Pounds Current 
money aforesaid, & the said Thomas Thain, John McTavish, and 
Henry Mackenzie each Five hundred Pounds like Current money— 
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The said William McGillivray being possessed of the largest 
Capital in the said Concern, and the said Simon McGillivray so 
long as he shall remain in London are specially excepted from this 
restriction and authorized to draw from the Concern such sums 
as their expenses may require; and in the event that the said Simon 
McGillivray shall as herein before provided for, remove from 
London to Montreal and in the event that the said Donald Mc- 
Tavish shall become a party to this agreement, then and in either of 
these cases, the other Partners of the Concern shall determine 
what sum or sums they the said Simon McGillivray and Donald 
McTavish, or either of them, shal! be allowed to draw annually 
from the said Concern for personal expenses as aforesaid—And 
all sums so drawn by any or either of the aforesaid Parties shall of 
course be charged to the account of each and shall accumulate 
with compound Interest at the rate of Six per centum per annum 
until the same shall be paid or cancelled by the division of Stock 
and realizing of Property belonging to the Concern as herein after 
specified and set forth. 

Arr. 10TH 

As it is considered desirable that at some definite period before 
the close of this Concern arrangements should be made for con- 
tinuing the business to be carried on thereby, or for winding up 
the same and realizing the property and effects thereunto belonging. 
It is hereby agreed that at least two years before the termination 
of the present partnership, that is to say on or before the Thirtieth 
day of November of the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Twenty the respective parties hereto, and the then survivors of 
them shall be competent to require each from the others a distinct 
and explicite avowal of their intention in regard to renewing and 
continuing articles of Partnership, or winding up the Concern, as 
the case may be and in the event that a majority of the Concern 
shall enter into arrangements for the renewal and continuance 
thereof then the new Concern to be formed by such majority shall 
be held answerable for all the Engagements of this Concern and 
shall assume and enter into the responsibility, rights and Interests 
of this Partnership in every other Concern which may be dependent 
thereon or in which it may be engaged or intrusted, And such new 
Concern to be formed by such Majority as aforesaid shall hold and 
remain possessed of all the Stock Property Merchandises Debts 
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credits and effects belonging in which may belong to this Concern, 
until the same can be realized for the benefit of all parties concerned 
and the proceeds paid to the parties retiring, in manner and form 

following, that is to say—On the thirtieth day of November of the 
year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty-two a general 

Inventory and account shall be taken and made of all the stock 
Monies Merchandizes debts credits and effects of or belonging to 
this Copartnership, also of all the debts and monies due by this 
Copartnership to any person or persons whatsoever (and a full 
clear and correct balance and statement of accounts shall be made 
out and such part of the aforesaid stock account or accounts as 
shall consist of Money, or funds already realized, shall be divided 
in proportional shares, according to the shares held in the said 

Concern, and such proportional Shares shall be carried to the 
Credit of the parties to whom the same shall respectively belong, 
then if the amount of such proportional shares of realized stock 
and the amount of the account of Capital which may previously 
stand at the Credit of such retiring Partner or Partners as afore- 
said shall together exceed the amount at the Debit of such Partner 
or Partners for Monies drawn and Interest thereon as herein before 
specified so as to leave a clear realized Balance of Moneys belonging 
to such retiring Partners or Partner as aforesaid, then and in that 

case such retiring Partner or Partners shall be entitled to claim 
and demand payment thereof from such continued Partnership 
or new Concern within the Space of Twelve Months after the said 
termination of this Concern and such continued Concern or new 
Partnership shall be bound to make such payment accordingly; 
and such Continued Concern or new Partnership shall also be 
bound without charge or expense to such retiring Partners or 
Partner to realize divide account for and pay over to such retiring 

Partners or Partner all the remaining part of the stock Property 
and effects of this Concern to which such retiring Partners or 
Partner may be entitled as follows, that is—the Furs and Peltries 
which may have been shipp’d in the fall preceding such termination 
of this Concern, so soon as the same shall be sold and the Proceeds 

received the Outfit which may have been made to the Northwest 
in the season preceding such termination of this Concern, so soon 
as the Furs and Peltries obtained in return for the same can be 
regularly sent to the usual market or markets, sold, and the Pro- 
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ceeds received as aforesaid—The debts due to the Concern so soon 
as the same can be collected, or if more agreeable to the Parties 
such retiring Partners or Partner may assign his or their Interest 
in such Debts to the said continued Partnership or new Concern 
at a Valuation to be mutually agreed upon—The Goods which 
may have been imported or purchased during the season for any 
new or projected adventure or outfit to the Northwest or elsewhere 
shall be taken by such new Concern or Continued Partnership at 
Cost and Charges—and all other Property and effects belonging or 
which may belong to this Concern, such as Shipping, Buildings 
stores, Goods, Northwest Inventories, Indian debts, &Ca. &Ca.— 
shall be taken and retained by such new Concern or continued 
Partnership at a just and reasonable valuation, and in case of 
difficulty or difference of opinion, each of the said parties, that is 
to say, such new Concern or continued Partnership on the one part, 
and such retiring Partner of Partners, or any one of them on the 
other shall name and appoint a disinterested Merchant (with 
power if necessary or deemed by them requisite to call in an um- 
pire) whose opinion and award in the premises shall be deemed 
conclusive; and the share to which such retiring Partner or Partners 
shall be entitled of such valuation or appraisement, shall be ac- 
counted and paid by such new Concern or continued partnership 
to such retiring Partner or partners within the space of Twelve 
Months after such valuation shall be agreed upon, or at such time 
as the said Arbitrators shall direct— 

And in order to prevent any misconception in regard to what 
is meant by the term @ majority of this Concern, it is hereby dis- 
tinctly and explicitly declared that such Majority is to be decided 
by reckoning the number of shares, and not of individual Partners— 
And in the event that a Majority of this Concern shall not enter 
into arrangements for the renewal and continuance thereof as 
aforesaid, and that it shall become necessary to wind up and close 
the business and transactions of this Concern or Partnership; then 
and in that case it shall be the duty of the Partner or Partners 
usually employed in the Department of the Northwest agency, to 
go to the general rendezvous of the Northwest Company at Fort 
William or elsewhere, in the summer following the termination 
of this partnership. And to receive, convey to Montreal, assort, 
ship, consign and otherwise dispose of the returns to be then 
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obtained for the outfit of the preceding year in the usual manner 
and for the general benefit of the Parties concerned—It shall be 
the duty of the Partner employed in conducting the Concerns of 
the said House or firm in London to receive sell realize and account 
for the Proceeds of such returns for the benefit of the Parties con- 
cerned in the usual manner—And it shall be the duty of the Partner 
employed in keeping the Books and accounts of this concern to 
remain at his post and to make up and exhibit just true and accurate 
accounts of the said returns so to be realized and of all other matters 
and transactions in which the Concern may remain intrusted for 
which several duties the said respective Partners shall receive an 

adequate compensation & at of the said property and returns and 
all other stock moneys Merchandizes debts Credits and effects 
whatsoever shall be realized wound up and disposed of in such 
manner as to the said Concern or a majority thereof shall seem fit, 
and in the decision and arrangements of such majority for such 
purpose the other parties concerned shall acquiesce, and the 
Proceeds of all such stock Merchandizes debts credits and effects 
whatsoever shall be with all practicable speed divided and paid 
over to the parties to whom the same shall respectively belong. 

Arr. lity 

It is hereby stipulated and agreed by and between the said 
Parties here to that the death or retiring of any Partner from 
this Concern or the admission of any active Partner or Partners 
there into shall not affect determine or change the Copartnership 
here by established nor the period of its duration, but that the 
same shall nevertheless be upheld continued and carried on under 
all the clauses conditions and stipulations in this agreement con- 
tained until the final conclusion and determination of the aforesaid 
term of Nine years—And in case of the death of any of the Partners 
in the present Concern during the continuance thereof—his share 
and Interest therein shall determine and cease on the next ensuing 

day of settlement of annual accounts which shall follow such event 
(which is hereby settled and regulated to be on the thirtieth day 
of November of every year) beyond which day the Interest of the 
Partner dying shall not be extended in any of the Affairs of the 
Concern save and except in such transactions as shall have taken 
place before the death of such Partner, the result of which at such 
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next ensuing annual settlement of accounts may not be com- 
pletely ascertained or realized—And further that on such annual 
settlement of Accounts next after the decease of such Partner a 
general and complete Inventory and statement of accounts shall 
be taken in the same manner as herein before agreed to be taken at 
the end of the Concern manifesting in a clear and satisfactory 
manner the true state and situation of the affairs of the said Con- 
cern for the time being, and exhibiting the true and exact share 
and proportion of—belonging to the said deceased partner of all 
the stock Capital and, profit in the said concern which share and 
proportion the surviving Partners shall be accountable for and 
bound to pay or cause to be paid to the legal representatives of 
such deceased Partner in manner following that is to say the heirs 
Executors or legal representatives of such deceased Partner shail 

be entitled to claim demand and receive from the surviving Partners 
during the past of the current year which may remain unexpired 
at the time of the decease of such Partner until the said day of 

annual settlement as aforesaid a sum of money proportionate to 
the whole sum which such Partner would be entitled to draw out 
of the Concern in the whole year as herein before mentioned and 
no more: the said heirs, Executors or legal representatives shall 
also be entitled to claim demand and receive from the said sur- 
viving Partners the Balance if any which shall appear at the Credit 
of the Account of Capital of such deceased Partner as herein before 
specified and described and the said surviving Partners shall be 
accountable for and bound to pay the same in annual Instalments of 
equal proportions thereof for each year which shall remain un- 

expired of this Partnership at the said day of annual settlement 
of accounts next following the decease of such Partner with Interest 
annually upon such part thereof as shall remain unpaid, so that 
the whole of such deceased Partner’s Account of Capital shall be 
paid off before the termination of this Concern.—that the share of 
the Stock Account belonging to such deceased Partner shal! remain 
in the hands of the survivors, during the period of the present 
Concern at the expiration whereof the same shall be divided and 
the said heirs Executors or legal representatives shall be entitled 
to claim demand and receive from the surviving Partners the share 
thereof to which the Estate of such deceased Partner shall be 
entitled in the same manner as herein before specified in regard to 
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retiring Partners save and except that in the event of the whole 
of the stock account in which such deceased Partner was interested 
being realized and received by the surviving Partners before the 
Close of the Concern then and in that case the share thereof to 
which the Estate of such deceased Partners share be entitled shall 
be considered a debt to be positively paid by such surviving Part- 
ners within six Months after the close of this Concern and shall not 

depend upon the realization of the subsequent stock account or 
accounts in which such deceased Partner was not intrusted and in 
case of difficulty or difference of opinion between such heirs Execu- 
tors or legal representatives and such surviving Partners the same 
shall be left to be decided by the arbitration of independent mer- 
chants as herein before specified in regard to retiring Partners. 

Art. 12 

It is Covenanted and agreed that none of the Parties hereto 
save and except the said William McGillivray and the said Simon 
McGillivray shall be competent to act as a Partner of the said 
House or firm of McTavish Fraser and Company, or in any manner 
to represent this Concern in England unless specially authorized 
and empowered so to do by a Majority of this Concern. 

Arr. 13TH 

And in order to prevent all disputes and difficulties touching 
the Debts and Credits of the said late House or firm of McTavish 
McGillivrays and Company in the management of the business 
of the present Concern, it is hereby stipulated and agreed by and 
between the said Parties hereto that the schedule of the said debts 
and Credits hereunto annexed and signed by the said Parties as 
making part hereof shall be and the same are hereby undertaken 
and assumed by the said parties as containing a true statement 
of all the said debts and Credits and for which they agree to be 
respectively bound and liable. 

Art. 14 

And whereas by the Articles of agreement of the said Northwest 
Company herein before referred to it is amongst other things 
stipulated and agreed that every new Partner admitted or received 
into the said House or firm of McTavish, Frobisher and Company, 
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or into the business by them carried on as agents of the said North 
West Company by whatever other name or firm that house might 

be called or known shall be held and bound by the agreement ad- 
mitting him a Partner to keep and observe all and singular the 
clauses stipulations and engagements in the said Articles of agree- 
ment contained respecting the trade commerce and speculations of 
the said Northwest Company under all the Penalties therein 
specified and set forth—And the said John McTavish and Henry 
Mackenzie having seen the said articles of agreement of the said 
Northwest Company do accept and approve thereof and do hereby 
each of them severally promise bind and oblige himself well and 
truly to fulfill comply with and observe the same and every part 
thereof in as far as regards the carrying on any trade, commerce or 
business or being therein concerned or interested either directly or 
indirectly to the prejudice of the Interests of the said North West 
Company during the period of their aforesaid agreements. 

Art. 15TH 

Whereas there are sundry adventures and engagements entered 
into by the said late firm of McTavish McGillivrays & Company, 
and sundry shares by them held in the said North West Company 
to which the said William Hallowell pretends and claims an Interest 
as herein before mentioned. Now it is the true interest and mean- 
ing hereof and of the parties hereto that in case the said William 
Hallowell! his heirs or assigns shall or may establish a legal claim 
or demand therein and thereto, or to any part of the advantages 
and Profits arising there from or in case a Majority of this Concern 
shall in order to facilitate an amicable settlement with the said 
William Hallowell consent and agree to admit him to any propor- 
tion of such Interest or advantage without legal discussion or in 
order to compound and terminate the same, that there and in 
either of these cases, each proportion so to be obtained by or 
granted to him the said William Hallowell together with the costs 
and expenses of resisting his claims shall be borne and sustained 
generally by the said Parties hereto according to their proportions 
or shares in this Concern as herein before mentioned any specific 
appropriation thereof here to fore contemplated or any individuals 
more specially implicated in the said claims or discussions notwith- 
standing. 
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ARTICLE 16TH 

Whereas the Profits and emoluments arising or to arise from 
Two Nineteenth Shares of this Concern as specified in article Second 
of this agreement, are in consideration of certain conditions con- 

tained in a supplementary agreement of this date assigned and 
made over to the said Angus Shaw as aforesaid, and as it might be 
doubtful from the purport of the said second Article whether the 
said shares were not liable to be increased in proportion to the 
shares held by the parties hereto in the event that the said Donald 
McTavish shall not become a party to this agreement. Now it is 
hereby declared to be understood and agreed by and between the 

parties hereto that no increase of benefit or greater interest in this 
Concern then the said two Nineteenth shares shall arise or accrue 
to the said Angus Shaw his heirs Executors or legal representatives 
from the said Donald McTavish not becoming a party to this 

agreement, or from the death or retiring of any of the present 
Partners in this Concern or of any other partner or partners who 
may hereafter be admitted thereinto, nor shall the same be subject 
to diminution in consequence of any future extension of shares or 
admission of partners into this Concern the true intent and meaning 
of the parties hereto being that the right interest and benefit to be 
derived by the said Angus Shaw from the Profits and emoluments 
of this Concern shall in no case whatever exceed or fall short of 
two nineteenth parts or shares of the whole. 

23: Letter rrom W. McGiuuivray, To J. G. McTavisu, DATED 
Fort Wiuiam, Jury 15, 1820.1 

[Hudson’s Bay House.) 
My dear Sir, 

I wrote you by Mr. Stuart acquainting you with the plan I had 
in view for your wintering—which I hope you will think well of— 
it is now decided—but the Doctor! (who feels very sore at being 
removed from this place) tried every means to defeat the plan, and 
he and those whom he got to join him, make themselves ridiculous. 

1Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 

2Dr John McLoughlin. 
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As I expect to see you here, which is my wish—you must lose 
no time in coming out. Mr. McLeod starts to-morrow morning 
for Lac la pluie and will explain to you all particulars regarding 
the transactions of this place—which are now set on Paper at least. 

The Doctor and Mr. Bethune go down on Rotation, and are to 
be appointed Deputies to negociate a new agreement. On this 
however two words are to be said before we quit the ground. The 
wintering Partners here must not consider themselves entirely the 
N.W.Co. 

Mr. J. D. Campbell sent a formal message by D. McD. that 
he should not be appointed to any place, as he was to retire. Mr. 
C. Grant, it is presumed of course goes down—and Mr. Hughes 
goes. On the hopes of seeing you soon, I remain, 

My dear Sir, 
Faithfully yours, 

W. McGILiivray 

J. G. McTavish, Esqr. 

{P.S.] You should write to your friends in the Interior in any way 
you like, to send you Powers of Attorney next year to act for them. 
We are likely not to be unanimous in making a new agreement. 

The people here are a strange sett. 

24: Extracts rrom Cotin Rospertson’s CORRESPONDENCE Book, 
1817-22.1 

[Hudson's Bay House.) 

New York, Nov. 1820. 

Who do you think accompanies me to England in the ALBion but 
Messrs. McLaughlin and Bethune? The latter I found in the steam 
boat at Burlington, he wished to be very polite, but I kept him at 
a distance—the doctor I found at this place. 

‘Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. These extracts are from a manuscript book containing copies 

of Colin Robertson’s correspondence with an unnamed correspondent whom he 

addresses as ‘‘My dear M.” 
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Packet Ship ALBION. 

The cloth being withdrawn and the land in sight, the wine went 
about rather freely, when a subscription was set on foot for the 
stewards and other servants. Our friend the Doctor had put 
down his name, and I took up the pen for the same purpose, but 
perceiving Bethune writing I turned round to Abby Carriere— 
“Come, Abby, put down your name, I don’t like to sign between 
two North Westers’. ‘‘Never mind, Mr. R.,’”’ replied Monsr. 

Carriere, ‘remember our Saviour was crucified between two 

thieves.” The Doctor was in a dreadful passion, but being an 
honest Catholic did not like to quarrel with one who stood so high 
in the Church. 

London, Jany. 1821. 

I know not what the Doctor is about, but the negociations have 
commenced.... The Receiver General [Caldwell]! and his friend 
Mr. Edward Ellice called at my lodgings the other day, and I had 
a good deal of conversation with the latter. He talked a good 
deal of the influence of himself and friends, and as to the charter 

of the Company he seems to think it hung on his med. He was 
very severe in his remarks on Messrs. McLaughlin and Bethune, 
and their powers of attorney, etc. ... He took a fresh ground by 
observing that his friend Simon McGillivray was too prone for a 

negociation of this kind, that he would be happy to meet Mr. 
Colville half way. I replied I should have much pleasure in com- 
municating his sentiments to Mr. C.......... 

I was a good deal amused this morning in an interview I had 
with Mr. Colville, while relating how very severe Mr. Ellice had 
been, in his remarks on a Mr. McLoughlin, who accompanied me 
to England. ‘“So—’’ says Mr. Colville, “‘McLaughlin’s a stout 
fellow, Mr. Ellice will better take care of himself’. ‘Then, you 
have seen Mr. McLaughlin, Sir?” This was rather an embarrassing 
question, & I immediately changed the subject—so that with all 

your caution, the Doctor is continually starting up before me at full 

length. 
Mr. C. is willing to listen to any moderate proposition, but 

‘Sir John Caldwell, bart. (1775-1842), receiver-general of Lower Canada 

from 1810 to 1823, 
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seems to think, they must lower their terms, before any negociation 
can be entered into. He appears to have taken pretty high ground, 
which the present situation of our affairs in some measure author- 
igses.... 

Now, my good Sir, with regard to our friend the Doctor—he 
is too honourable a man to expose the actual state of the N.W.Co’s 
affairs unless he makes an agreement for himself and friends which 
I understand he is averse to.... Messrs. Ellice & McGillivray 
talk as if the Bank of England was at their disposal, and when 
they come to touch on the business of the interior, they will be 

equally ostentatious in stating their advantages, so that when Mr. 
C. comes to weigh these matters, I would not at all be surprised 
but Simon makes a better bargain than he has a right to expect. 

Boulogne. Jany, 1821. 
I had a long conversation with Simon a few days previous to my 
departure from England, which I presume was premeditated on 
the part of Mr. Caldwell, as he popped in just as we had finished 
breakfast. The old story of the Grand Rapids was smoothed over, 
as a prelude to other matters, when my two voyaging companions 
were brought on the market, their powers of Atty, &c.—all of which 
Simon treated with the utmost contempt. . . . As for the eighteen 
powers of Attorney, it is very doubtful, my dear M., if all these 
gentlemen can be depended on. You may remember the powers 
Sir A. Mackenzie was possessed of when he made the break with 
Simon McTavish—but not one of them joined the standard of the 
Knight.!... 

But you must not set me down as a McGillivray man, or attack 
my principles when I confess candidly, that I like Simon much 
better than his friend the Member of Parliament; there is a sort 
of highland pride and frankness about the little fellow that I don’t 
dislike. He has no blarney about him.... 

He seems bent on a union, and after all his claims and advant- 

ages are thrown out, he comes back to that point, and dwells upon 
it with more than ordinary pleasure. 

‘This sentence throws an interesting light on the withdrawal of Mackenzie 
from the North West Company in 1798, and his subsequent adhesion to the XY 

Company. 
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Paris, 25th Jany, 1821. 
I had letters from London the other day reporting the negociations 
as being broken off by Simon, but I think he will return to the point, 
he was too eager in the pursuit to give up the chase. 

Paris, 17th February, 1821. 
By my last letters from London I learn that a reconciliation is 
nearly completed between the two companies. The whole trade 
is comprised under one concern to be carried on from the first of 
June next under the name and charter of the H.B.Co.—What a 
dreadful blow this must be to the Montreal agents. 

Fort William, 12 July, 1821. 
Let me hear no more of your nonconformist, for, with the excep- 
tion of poor McLaughlin, there is not one of them who has a grain 
of real independence in their whole composition. Simon McGilli- 
vray has carried everything without even the semblance of oppo- 
sition. The first day he opened the business, the second the Deed 
and Release was signed, and the third all was peace and harmony, 
except poor Bethune who was sent to Coventry the day of his 
arrival. 

The wintering partners dissatisfied with the Union? Any 
terms would have been acceptable in the present state of their 
affairs. The half share caused a little murmur, which Mr. Simon 

smoothed down by a handsome dagger to one, a pair of pistols to 
another, and a bountiful shower of promises for the vacant factories. 

25: Inpex to INpentuRE oF Marcu 26, 1821, MADE BETWEEN 

THE GoverNor & Co. or Hupson’s Bay anp Messrs W. 

McGiuiivray, S. McGItiivray, AND Epwarpb Ex tice.! 

Folio 

1. Recital of the North West Company’s articles dated 5th Nov., 
1804. 

1Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. The indenture itself is a document of over 10,000 words; and 
in view of the fact that it was superseded three years later by another agreement, 
it has been thought sufficient to reproduce here only the index to the indenture, 
which is, in effect, the indenture itself, stripped of legal verbiage. 

21 
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That the Gov. & Co. & N. W. Co. agreed to unite their 
interests. 

The parties covenant with each other. 

That the trade heretofore carried on by both parties shall for 
21 years, commencing with the outfit of 1821, and ending with 
the returns of the Outfit of 1841, be carried on by and in the 
name of the Gov. & Co. exclusively. 

The Business in England to be transacted at the H. B. House 
in London. 

The goods, provisions, and stores of both parties on hand on 

the ist June, 1821, to form part of Capital, and Inventories to 
be made thereof and same valued at a certain tariff. 

The trading goods and supplies shipped to Canada and Articles 
already ordered for the Outfit of 1821 to form further part of 
Capital and be valued at a Tariff &c. 

The trading goods, &c., prepared for the North West Company 
as Outfit of 1821 to Temiscamingue and Lake Huron, Ottawa 
River and the Kings Posts to form further part of Capital. 

All other trading goods which have been ordered by either 
party as part of Outfit of 1821 to form further part of Capital, 
and to be shipped, consigned, & delivered over to the Gov. 
& Co. 

The Gov. & Co. to order such other goods as they may think 
proper for outfit. 

In estimating goods, cost price only to be charged. 

The debts owing by Indians to form further part of Capital, 
but no value to be allowed for them to either party. 

Debts due from Traders Clerks &c to the extent of one year’s 
Salary or wages to form further part of Capital. 

Hudson’s Bay House in London, with Furniture and Ships, 
to be valued and form further part of Capital. 

The amounts of the respective valuations to be added together, 
so as to form two several sums total. 

£5000 to be deducted from the amount of the Stock &c of 
the parties of the second part and added to the Amount of 
the Stock of the Gov. & Co. as a compromise in respect of 
certain Claims. 

The difference between the two several sums to be brought 
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into the Concern so as to make the Shares of Capital equal, 
with interest from the Ist June, 1821. 
On or previous to 31st December, 1822, notice in writing of all 
the Depots, Stations &c of the N. W. Co. to be given to the 
Gov. & Co., and possession thereof delivered. 
If parties of the second part refuse or fail to deliver such 
possession, all Interest payable in right of their share of 
Capital and profits may be retained by the Gov. & Co. until 
possession given, 
The Depots, Stations &c from the Ist June, 1821, to be held 
as part of Capital Stock, but no value to be put thereon. 
Gov. & Co. to be at liberty to pull down and destroy Depots 
&c. 
A Board to be constituted for managing the Trade and two 
members to be named out of Committee and two persons to 
be named on part of parties of the second part. 
Three members to constitute a quorum. 
There shall be always one of those two Members who are to 
act on behalf of parties of the Second part to form such 
quorum, and a majority to be competent provided it includes 
one of such two members. 
The powers and duties of the Board. 
The parties of the second part to do all acts necessary for 

transferring the Indentures of all apprentices and engage- 
ments of Clerks, &c. 
The Company are to perform all such Engagements as are 
Entered into with the said apprentices &c. 
The Expences of the Establishments of the Governor and 
Company from and after the Ist June, 1821, to be paid out of 
the Concern. 
Except expences which shall wholly relate to Colonization or 
any other Business separate from the Concern. 
The clear gains to be divided into 100 Shares, Vizt. 20 to the 
Gov. & Co., 20 to the parties of the 2nd part, 40 to Chief 
Factors and Chief Traders. 
If any loss on the 40 shares to be made good out of profits in 
the ensuing year. The 40 Shares to be appropriated according 
to a Deed Poll bearing even date therewith. 5 Shares to the 
said Gov. & Co., subject to an arrangement with the Repre- 
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sentatives of the late Earl of Selkirk. 5 other Shares to the 
said Simon McGillivray or Ellice as a compensation, &c, for 
which their receipts to be a discharge. 

The remaining 10 shares, one moiety to the said Gov. & Co., 
and the other moiety to the said parties of the second part. 
The Governor and Company to order such Outfits during the 
said Concern as they should think fit. 
The Gov. & Co. to cause the furs to be consigned to England 
or elsewhere, and sell the same by public sale or private con- 
tract, and not to be answerable for default of Brokers, &c. 

The Concern should be carried on in the name of the Governor 
and Company, but no commission charged for conducting the 

same. The Company may sell the Hudson’s Bay House and 
purchase any other upon the like trusts. 
The receipts of the Gov. & Co. or persons authorized by them 
to be guod discharges. 
Inventories of trading goods on the Ist June, 1822, or usual 
periods and every succeeding year to be made out and the 
same valued. 
Debts due from Traders Clerks &c. to be included and valued 
at a fair Estimate, and Debts due from Indians to be included, 
but without any Valuation. 
A general acct on the Ist June, 1823, and every succeeding 

1st June to be made out and stated in the manner mentioned. 
If the profits or losses not paid at the expiration of 14 days 
after the first June then with interest from the expiration of 
the said 14 days. 
If the Gov. & Co. shall be in advance beyond their share of 

Capital, one half to be on demand brought by the parties of 
the Second part into the Concern with interest. 
All Interest payable to the parties of the second part and 
twenty Shares of the profits may be retained by the Governor 

and Company for defraying deficiency in their Share of the 

Capital with interest. 
The 10 Shares to belong one moiety to the Gov. & Co. and 
the other to the parties of the second part and to be invested 
to accumulate on certain trusts. 
The Gov. & Co. to keep a proper set of books for the purposes 
of the trade. 
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The two Members of the Board who are to act on behalf of 
the parties of the second part to be at liberty to inspect all 
reports, correspondence, papers and accounts, and take copies 

or extracts from the Accounts. 

The Chief Factors and one of the Governors or other person 
to be specially appointed to preside and form Council. 

The Gov. & Co. to appoint two persons as Governors to 
preside at the Northern and Southern Factories. 

To constitute a Council not less than seven Chief Traders in 
the Northern and three in the Southern District to be present 
besides the President. 

In the absence of a Governor or President, or other cause, the 
persons that may have met may adjourn. 

In case of death or absence of the Governor or other person 
specially appointed, the Senior Chief Factor of each district 
to preside, and if number to form Council cannot assemble 
then Chief Factors and Chief Traders may form a Council, 
and may adjourn from time to time. 

Every member, whether Chief Factor or Chief Trader, to have 

one Vote, and a bare majority, with the concurrence of the 
President, sufficient; but for want of such concurrence majority 
of at least two-thirds to be requisite. 

Neither party to the agreement to be concerned in any trade 
with the Indians. 

The Hudson’s Bay House to be taken by the Gov. & Co. ata 
valuation, and the depots, stations, &c., in America without 

any consideration. 

The receipts of parties of the second part or of such of them 
as shall be in England to be a sufficient discharge. 

In event of death, Bankruptcy or Insolvency, neither the 
share of the parties of the second part in the Capital or any 
monies payable by the Concern, other than the interest, profits, 

and dividends to be drawn out. 

If parties of the second part refuse or fail to deliver up the 
Depots, Stores &c, the Governor and Company by notice in 
writing may determine the Concern. 

The Gov. & Co. may grant any part of their Territory, if such 
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grant does not interfere with trade and such rights be reserved, 
and that the persons be restricted from carrying on trade. 

The Gov. & Co. may at their own expence engage in any trade 
with the Colonists or other persons if same does not interfere 
with carrying on the said trade thereby agreed on. 

The arrangement between the parties hereto not to vest in 
the Concern any other property than therein mentioned or 
under the Concern liable for any debts, goods &c that is 
therein mentioned. 

Covenant by the parties of the second part that the Governor 
and Company shall peaceably hold the Depots &c and ex- 
clusively carry on the trade without interruption by the parties 
of the second part or any person interested in the North West 
Company. 

That the parties of the second part will at all times indemnify 
the Gov. & Co. against all claims of any persons concerned in 

the North West Company who may not concur in the arrange- 
ments thereby agreed on and all losses and expences on that 
account. 

That the parties of the 2nd part or any person interested in 
the North West Co. shall not oppose the rights granted by 
the Charter and will concur in any Application for defining 
such rights. 

If any dispute to arise the same to be referred to three arbi- 
trators, and that said arbitrators shall have power to dissolve 
the Concern. 

That the reference shall be made a Rule of the Court of King’s 
Bench. 

Covenant for the Gov. & Co. that the trade during the 
Concern may be carried on through such parts of the Territory 
as is granted to the late Earl of Selkirk. 

The Deed thereby entered into not to bind the Gov. & Co. or 
any members of the said Co. individually or in any other than 
their corporate capacity. 

If all the parties of the second part shall not execute, all such 
as do shall be bound in like manner as if all had executed. 
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26: Extract From Hupson’s Bay ComMPANY MINUTE BOOK, 
Marcu 21, 1821; Proceepincs at a GENERAL CourRT RE- 

LATING TO THE AMALGAMATION WITH THE NortTH WEST 

Company. 

{The Governor laid before the Court a Draft of an Agreement 
proposed to be entered into between the Governor & Company of 
Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay on the one 
part, and William McGillivray, Simon McGillivray, & Edward 

Ellice on the second part, on behalf of themselves and other Persons, 
Partners in an Association called the North West Company, by 
which Deed it was agreed to unite the whole Fur Trade carried on 
by the said parties into one Concern, to be from the Ist day of 
June next carried on solely by and in the name of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, & the said parties on the 2nd part to find an equal 

share of Capital and to divide the Profits & Losses as therein recited 
for the Term of Twenty one years. ... 
{Resolved that this Meeting do sanction the Board of Directors in 

agreeing to the arrangements proposed to be entered into between 
this Company and Mr. William McGillivray, Mr. Simon McGilli- 
vray and Mr. Edward Ellice on behalf of themselves & the North 
West Company of Montreal, and do fully authorize the Committee 
to carry the same into effect... . 

The Governor then laid before the Court a Deed for the Appro- 
priation of Forty Shares of the Profit & Loss of the Trade, to be 
henceforth carried on by this Company, among certain Persons 
who shall conduct the business in Ruperts Land and in the interior 

of North America, and do fully authorize the Committee to carry 
the same into effect. 
{Resolved that the said Deed be a Bye Law of the Company. 

27: Letrer or Wiiuram McGiiivray ro THE Rev. Joun 
STRACHAN. 

{Ontario Bureau of Archives.] 

Fort William, 26 July, 1821. 
My dear Sir, 

I avail myself of the opportunity of Mr. Alexr McDonell going 

1Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 
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down by York, to tender you my devoirs.—I have been at this 
place since the Ist inst: settling a most important Business—the 
carrying into effect the various Deeds and Covenants entered into 

on the part of the North West Company in London with the 
Hudson Bay Company:—these arrangements are happily com- 
pleted, and I part with my o/d troops—to meet them no more in 
discussions on the Indian trade—this parting I confess does not 
cause me much regret—I have worked hard & honestly for them, 
and I am satisfied that I have at least, done my duty. Ihave been 
an Agent or Director, since 1794—and Chief Superintendent since 
1799, the management has not been easy, for we had many storms 
to weather from without, and some derangement in the Household. 
But thank God! the whole is closed with honor—and the trade will 
be productive if well managed, after the Country shall have been 
restored to order, which it will require a couple of years to effect,— 
thus the Fur trade is forever lost to Canada! the treaty of Ghent 
destroyed the Southern trade—still the Capital and exertions of a 
few individuals supported the Northern trade, under many dis- 
advantages, against a Chartered Company, who brought their 
goods to the Indian Country at less than one half the Expence that 
ours cost us—but it would have been worse than folly, to have 
continued the contest further. We have made no submission—we 
met & negotiated on equal terms—and rating the N. W. Co. 
collectively—they hold now 55 out of 100 shares. 

The Division of the Interest is this—The Hudsons Bay Com- 
pany as Capitalists, hold 30 shares—the old agents of the N. W. 
Company 30 shares (these sixty shares supply the Capital, in equal 
proportions) & 40 Shares remain permanent in the Interior Country 

_for the Wintering Partners—of these the Wintering Partners of 
the N. W. Co. have 25, & those of the H. B. Co. 15—the 40 Winter- 
ing Shares are divided into 85ths. The Partners are classed into 
Chief Factors & Chief traders—the former hold 2 85ths, the latter 

1 85th,—but as the Factors retire, the traders take their places— 
and the vacancies that may occur after a certain time to be filled 
up from the Clerks—the Partners on retiring retain half their 
Interest from five to seven years, as the case may be,—the term 
of during is 21 years, commencing with the present year. 

A Board of direction sits in London, composed of two members 
of the Hudson’s Bay Committee, two members of our side (the 

Capitalists)—with the Governor & deputy Governor—This Board 
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must regulate the trade, and until the Country is got into proper 
order—it is probable I must assume a charge of it—which for some 
little time will occasion my absence from Canada— 

If it is any gratification to you to have this account of our 

general arrangements (and I am persuaded it will be) I know no 
man more entitled to it—I shall ever retain a just sense of your 
friendly and steady assistance throughout the contest which was 
well calculated to overwhelm us.—My own fortunes have been 

singular as connected with the NW Fur trade—I was the first 
English Clerk engaged in the Service of the N.W.Co. on its first 
Establishment in 1784, and I have put my Hand and Seal to the 
Instrument which closes its career—and name in 1821— 

The loss of this trade to Montreal & the immediate district in 
its vicinity, will be severely felt among a certain class of the People 
—the yearly disbursements in cash from the office in Montreal to 

the people employed in various ways, as well as for provisions and 
stores, was not less than £40,000 pr annum—a large sum taken out 

of circulation—and combined with the present distressed state of 
the trade in the Province is matter of regret—the anti-northwesters 
of our City have got rid of us, but not exactly in the way they 
wished—But I am prosing— 

My Brother Simon left this for York Fort in Hudsons Bay on 
the 21st—he is to inspect the Depots and Inventories of Property 
belonging to the H.B.Co. (to form part of the Stock)—and this 
duty performed, he will make the best of his [way] to Montreal—I 
think by way of Timiskamingue. 

I beg my respectful regards to Mrs. Strachan, and am my dear 

Sir ever yours most faithfully 

Honble & Revd W. McGILiivray 

Dr. Strachan 

28: Extracts rrom Simon McGILuivray’s ‘PRELIMINARY Ex- 

PLANATION OF THE ACCOUNTS AND STATEMENTS SUBMITTED 

To THE Crepitors”, MontTREAL, 16TH JAN. 1826. 

{Hudson’s Bay House.] 

Tue Firm of Sir Alexander Mackenzie & Co. consisted of certain 

tReproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 

Bay Company. 
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capitalists in Canada and in England who together with six Winter- 
ing Partners of the North West Company, held amongst them }4 or 
twenty five of the Hundred Shares into which that concern was 
divided, whilst the other 3/4ths or 75/100ths were held by the firm 
of McTavish, McGillivray & Co. and by an indefinite number of 
Wintering Partners, being all of them for the time being, except the 
six beforementioned, and some of whom held two and some one 

share each, according to the time at which they had become 
Partners. Those who retired from the concern were also entitled 
to hold a moiety of their Interest therein for a term of years, and 

as such shares fell in by such retirement, or by death of Partners, 
the vacancies were filled up by electing new partners from amongst 
the Clerks, and for the shares of such new Partners, the firm of 
McTavish, McGillivray & Co. or in North West phraseology “‘the 
Agents” advanced the necessary capital, so that the young partners 
always began with a Debt to the Agents, the payment of which 
depended upon the subsequent produce of the share, and as the 
trade was productive rather of losses than of profits for some 
years, it will be seen that some of the young partners have got 

considerably indebted to the House. 
The North West Company being thus, by its constitution, 

subject to changes of the parties interested in the trade of successive 
years, it was always necessary to open a new and separate set of 
Account Books for the transactions of each annual Outfit, and it 

was only at the close of the year, and after the Books of each such 
Outfit were settled and balanced, that the results were brought into 
the general Books of the Concern, or as they were technically called 
“the Agents’ Books’’, which thus comprehended all the transactions 
of the North West Company, and from which the particular shares 
or interests belonging to McTavish, McGillivray & Co. and to Sir 
Alexander McKenzie & Co. and to the Wintering Partners were 
subsequently deduced and divided. The Process therefore neces- 
sarily depended in the first instance on the settlement of the 
accounts of the different outfits, which were made as follows, vizt. 

The Proceeds of the Sales of the returns obtained from the trade, 
and the Inventories of Property, Goods, and effects, remaining from 
the trade, or otherwise belonging to the Company being added 
together, the sum was divided, and carried to the Credit of those 

Partners to whom the same belonged; whilst the Amount which 
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has in the mean time been advanced to the succeeding Outfit, 

together with the amount of Inventories so transferred and credited 

to the Partners interested in the old Outfit, were all added together 
and the sum divided, and charged to the debit of those Partners 
who were interested in the New Outfit. 

This explanation of the process whereby the Accounts of the 
North West Company were stated and carried on from one year 
to another, will tend to show how the settlement has been affected 

by the operation of my arrangement with the Hudson’s Bay 

Company in 1821. By that arrangement it was agreed that the 
Property, Goods, Stores and Provisions in the possession of or 
belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West 
Company, in England, in Canada, and at the different Forts, 
Factories, Stations and trading Posts occupied or possessed by 
both parties—together with the supplies purchased or prepared 
for the trade of the Current Year—or in North West language the 
“Inventories” and “‘Outfits” belonging to both parties,—should 
be taken into account at a certain tariff of advance, varied according 
to circumstances, and that the amount should form part of the 
Capital Stock for carrying on the trade of the New Concern. The 
Indentures, Engagements, and Accounts of Clerks, Apprentices, 
and Servants, whether Dr. or Cr. were also subsequently trans- 

ferred to the New Concern, who allowed a certain rate of valuation 

for servants Debts, &c., and when it is recollected that these trading 
Posts and Stations, at which such Inventories were to be taken, and 

such Balances or Debts to be settled extended all over the Northern 
part of this Continent from the Gulph of St. Lawrence to the 
Columbia River, and from the Canadian Lakes to the borders of the 
Arctic Sea, with different tariffs of advance; and different rates of 

Servants’ wages, for each Department, it must be obvious that the 
actual labour of arranging and amalgamating all these various 
Accounts and statements into one consistent Mass, was of itself a 

task of no ordinary difficulty; to say nothing of the more delicate 
and still more difficult task of reconciling conflicting claims and 
statements, and bringing into good feeling and co-operation men 
betwixt whom such very serious differences had so recently sub- 
sisted. These matters occupied the attention of some Gentlemen 
at the Hudson’s Bay House, and of my Brother and myself, almost 
incessantly during the winters of 1821/2 and 1822/3, during which 
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we were both in London, nor was it until the 26th of March in the 

year 1823 that we at length struck a Balance of the Account of 
Capital, but still subject to some reference to accounts and interests 
in the Interior Country; and inasmuch as the process of obtaining 
an answer to one of these references, occupies a whole season, 
besides that answers are not always either satisfactory or even 
conclusive, it is perhaps not to be wondered at that some points of 
minor importance connected with servants’ Accounts and Balances 
remain still unascertained. ... 

The Books of the firm have remain unbalanced, since the last 

Balance taken on the 30th of Novr., 1821, nor can the final Balance 
take place until after all these other accounts shall have been 
previously adjusted. 

On the termination of that Partnership on the 30th of Novr. 
1822, my Brother, myself, and Mr. Thain being appointed Agents 
in this Province, for superintending and managing therein the 
trade and concerns of the Hudson’s Bay Company, it became 
necessary to assume some designation for that purpose, distinct 
from the Old firm, and accordingly the firm of McGillivray, Thain 

& Co. was devised; but no new Agreement or Articles of Partnership 
were entered into, or deemed requisite, the only business being to 

transact the business of the Hudson’s Bay Agency, and to wind up 
and close the concerns of the Parnership of McTavish, McGillivray 
& Co. The transactions of the new firm were meant to be, and so 
far as I know they have been limited to these objects solely; and 

from what I see of them—for until very recently I myself had 
nothing to do with them—they appear to consist chiefly of pay- 
ments and advances of money to various persons; the funds for 

which payments and advances have been provided partly by 
securities or new engagements given in Canada, but chiefly by 
means of Bills drawn on London, and which I have had to pay, as 

is more fully explained in my previous Memoranda. . . 
I believe Mr. Thain has made considerable progress towards 

the settlement of the unfortunate Montreal Accounts, but all the 

statements and papers connected with them, are now, as he him- 
self informed me, locked up in his Room, together with his own 
private papers; and besides the reluctance which I feel in suffering 

that Room to be opened, or these papers to be examined so long as 
there is any prospect of his own return, I am persuaded that any 
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attempt of mine, or of any other man, to extract any information 

from them, in their present state, would not only be a task of much 
difficulty, but might be an impediment to their ultimate settlement, 

and to the production of those clear and explicit (at least, if not 
satisfactory) statements which I still expect with confidence from 
Mr. Thain himself. 

The fact is that Mr. Thain’s confidence in his own powers and 
his disposition to take every trouble off the hands of other people, 
has all along induced him to undertake too much and to trust too 
much to the labour of his own hands. 

He has been at the same time, so far as depended on the custody 
and settlement of Account—the managing Agent and Financier and 

Book-keeper of the North West Company, and of Sir Alexander 
McKenzie & Co. and the managing Partner and Financier of the 

firm of McGillivray, Thain & Co. besides sundry public avocations, 
and other demands upon his time. Among these various functions 
I particularly mention that of Book-Keeper, because although 
there has always been a regular Book-keeper on the Establishment 

of the House, and although the current transactions of receipts 
and payments, have always been regularly posted up, yet the 

General Arrangements which can alone show the results of these 
extensive transactions which I have described, have always been 
taken from Entries prepared by Mr. Thain himself, and therefore 
the actual Book-Keeper can only be held responsible for the tech- 
nical accuracy of his disposal of the materials thus placed in his 
hands. ... 

Accounts of some of the most extensive and complicated 
transactions in which the House has been engaged, and of which 
Mr. Thain has had the sole charge, have been left much in arrears, 

and many of the Documents necessary for their elucidation are 
locked up amongst a mass of his private papers while the Accounts 
themselves and the Documents to which I have access, appear to 
me to be in such a state of confusion that it seems scarcely possible 
for any other man than Mr. Thain himself to clear them up satis- 
factorily. 
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29: Extract rroM Letrer or THomas THAIN TO THE WINTER- 
ING PARTNERS OF THE LATE Norty West Co., Lonpon, 
Fesruary 25, 1826.) 

[Hudson’s Bay House.] 

I sailed from Quebec on the Sth August, with a view of obtaining 

medical advice in the Country, to visit my relatives in Scotland, 
and also to adjust accounts connected with the late firm of Sir 
Alex. Mackenzie & Co. I was seized on the 15th Sept., the third 
day after my arrival with a most violent attack of Brain Fever, 
which brought me so low that my life was considered in very 
imminent danger. I have since had repeated relapses, and lately 
a very serious one, which has left me in that miserable, weak, 

nervous State that renders one totally unfit to attend to any kind 
of business, and I am now writing this letter contrary to the 
express instructions of my Physician... . 

Suffice it to say that J, until very lately, never had the most 
distant idea of being placed in a situation to require delay or 
probably a composition from any person to whom I was justly 
indebted. 

30: Letrrer or GovERNOR SIMPSON TO THE GOVERNOR AND Com- 

MITTEE OF THE Hupson’s Bay Co., patED at MOontTREAL, 

Apriv 26, 1826.2 

{Hudson's Bay House.] 
Honbi. Sirs, 

I arrived here on the 13th Inst., and found Mr. De Rocheblave 

in charge of the Honble. Compy’s affairs, having been appointed 
thereto by Mr. McGillivray on his departure from hence for 

England in February last. Mr. De Rocheblave gave me immediate 
access to all documents connected with the business and readily 
furnished me with such information as he possessed (which altho’ 
bounded in respects to many of the transactions from the circum- 

‘Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 

*Reproduced by permission of the Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 
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stances of his being totally unconnected therewith for several years 
past) has been very useful to me in many of the arrangements made 
for the Conduct of the business for the ensuing Season. None of 
the commissioned gentlemen or clerks here appearing to me qualified 
to transact the business during my absence in the interior, J have 

considered it expedient to continue Mr. De Rocheblave in charge 
until my arrival in the Fall, which I trust your honours will approve, 
and from his habits of business and general character I have no 
question that his management will offer satisfaction .... 

G. Simpson 

31: A LETTER FRom Simon McGILtivray, Esa. TO THE CREDITORS 

or THE Firms or McTavisu, McGILuivrays aND Co. AND 

McGILiivrays, THAIN AND Co. oF MONTREAL, IN THE 
Province or Lower Canapba; DATED Lonpon, 26TH FEB- 
RUARY, 1827. WiTH AN APPENDIX, CONTAINING STATEMENTS 

In EXPLANATION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THE 
INSOLVENCY OF THESE Firms was DECLARED AT MonrTREAL, 

ON THE 27TH OF DecemBeEr, 1825.) 

London, 26th February, 1827. 
Sir, 

I am induced once more to trespass upon the attention of the 
Creditors of the Firms of M‘Tavish, M‘Gillivrays and Co., and 

M'‘Gillivrays, Thain and Co., of Montreal, in consequence of 
Letters which I have received by the last arrivals from New York; 
and in reply to which, it is fit that I should offer, both to those 

Creditors who have become parties to my Deed of Assignment, and 

to those who have not, this final explanation of the causes and the 
consequences of those delays which have arisen, and those im- 
pediments which have been interposed to the progress of my 
arrangements; in order that the former class of Creditors may under- 
stand to whom these delays, so injurious to ¢Aeir interests, are im- 
putable, and to the end that the /atter may at length be satisfied, 
if plain facts can satisfy them, that inasmuch as each of them has, 
to the extent of his claim, been the cause of injury to his own 

1This letter was printed in London for private circulation by ‘‘B. McMillan, 
Bow-Street, Covent Garden, printer in ordinary to His Majesty” in 1827, 
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property, as well as that of others, the only course now left for 

them to follow, if guided by any regard for their own interest, is to 
endeavour to prevent the mischief which they have thus done, 
from extending further, and, if still possible, to prevent a large 
Estate, in which each of them has some interest, from being involved 

in irretrievable ruin. 
Assuming, therefore, that you are already acquainted with the 

statements laid before the Creditors in Montreal, above a year 
ago, and the Deed of Assignment executed by me on the 2d of 
February, 1826, to which it had been well for themselves, if all 

the Creditors had assented with that promptitude which I had a 
right to expect, and which J did most confidently expect; assuming 
also, that you have seen my Circular Letter of the 25th of July last, 
I shall begin by observing, that it now appears, the statement of 
my transactions with the Bank of Montreal, contained in that 
Letter, and the appeal therein made to the Stockholders of the 
Bank, against the proceedings of a majority of the Directors, have 
at length produced their effect, and that the proceedings of the 
Directors have been over-ruled by an overwhelming majority of 
their constituents. 

In that Letter, I only put it as a supposition, ‘‘whether these 
Directors could be actuated by any other feeling than a wish to 

‘promote the interests of their Stockholders?”—and I suggested 
“the consideration, whether thts was not one of those cases in which 

‘the Stockholders themselves would be the most competent judges 

“‘of their own interests; especially if there should appear any cause 
“to suppose that any feeling of irritation, or animosity, or old 
‘“‘srudge, operating on the mind of any individual, against me or 
**my connexions, could have been mixed up in the recent resolutions 

“fof a majority of the Directors?’—and under the extraordinary 
circumstances of a set of Directors seeking, if they could, to ruin 
the interests of a large body of Creditors, including, to a certain 

extent, those of their own constituents. I submitted, “that it 
‘“would be well for the Stockholders who had the largest interests 
“at stake, to make some inquiry into the composition of this 
“majority of Directors, and to consider what interests these 
“Directors, individually, might have in the Stock, and upon what 

“‘grounds or feelings they might have acted in their recent decision, 
‘before that decision should finally be carried into effect.” 
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As an illustration of these suppositions and observations, I am 
now induced to offer to the consideration of the Stockholders, a 

short Statement of the subsequent transactions which have taken 
place, and a brief view of the comparative amount of interests 
involved in this question. 

Shortly after the dispatch of my Circular Letter already referred 
to, I received, through the Trustees at Montreal, a proposal from 
the Bank Directors, to withdraw the prosecution instituted against 
me by their Agents, on condition of receiving an immediate pay- 
ment of about 12s. 6d. in the pound, on the balance due to the 
Bank, after the deduction of the Bank Stock belonging to my Firm, 
which, by the Charter, the Bank was indisputably entitled to retain 
for part payment of my Bills. 

This proposition showed pretty clearly the opinion of the 
Directors themselves, as to the validity of their claim to a preference 
over the other Creditors, on any other ground than that of the 
compulsory process commenced against me by their Agents, and 
which was equally open to any other Creditor refusing to assent to 
my arrangements. It also showed, how little these Gentlemen were 

capable of appreciating the straight forward policy of a man who 
had at once declared every fact within his knowledge, and volun- 
tarily surrendered every shilling of his means; who had therefore 
nothing further, either to explain or to concede, and who conse- 

quently had nothing to fear or to lose. 
My answer was necessarily a decided rejection of this proposi- 

tion, beacause I had not reserved the means of making separate 
arrangements with, or payments to, any Creditor. I stated at the 
same time, that if a// the Creditors had executed my Deed of 
Release, and should a// concur in making me a similar offer of an 
assignment of their claims for a payment of 12s. 6d. in the pound, 
with a reasonable time for paying the same; then, bad as times and 
prospects were, I might still succeed in an effort to obtain the 
support of friends who might be induced to join with me in in- 
curring the risk and responsibility of accepting the same; but that, 
in the situation in which the Dissentient Creditors, and especially 
the Bank Directors, had placed me, I was precluded from enter- 
taining the question of any partial arrangements whatsoever. 

On receiving this answer, my Trustees again brought the subject 
under the consideration of the Bank Directors; and the majority 

22 
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now finding the attempt hopeless, to extort a preference over the 
other Creditors by compulsory proceedings, changed their ground, 
and all at once became particularly solicitous to promote, as they 
professed, the interests of the Creditors in general, by requiring a 
surrender of the security which I had, out of my own separate 
property, given to the Receiver-General of Upper Canada, and to 

Mr. Gerrard, for separate debts to the amount of 23,600/.; which 

debts, be it remembered, I am advised by Counsel, could, if no such 
security had been given, have been recovered in full out of my 
separate Estate, even under a Commission of Bankruptcy; and by 
securing which, therefore, I have in fact protected the Estate from 
Government Extents, and expensive litigation, and have not, in 

the slightest degree, impaired the rights or interests of any Creditor, 
or any class of Creditors. These considerations, as well as the 
circumstances stated, and the consequences suggested, in my 
Circular Letter, were represented to the Board by the Trustees, 
but without effect. The majority seemed determined not to be 
convinced or satisfied, without obtaining some concession; and, as 
a sine qué non, they demanded that Mr. Gerrard, and the Repre- 
sentatives of Mr. Dunn, should surrender into the general mass of 
the Estate, the sum of 9000/. Hudson’s-Bay Stock, which had been 
transferred to them for the security of the particular Debts already 
specified. 

This was a demand, compliance with which did not in any 
manner depend upon me, because I had, with consent of the Credi- 

tors, parties to my Deed, and as thereby expressly authorized, 

transferred this stock, and divested myself of all power to resume 
any control over it; nor was it to be expected that the Gentlemen 
legally in possession of the same, should surrender it, on the un- 
authorized and illegal demand of this majority of Bank Directors. 
The Trustees accordingly, after wasting some time in fruitless 
negotiation, at length determined to resort to the measure which 
I had suggested some months before, and to appeal to the Stock- 
holders against the majority of the Directors. 

This-majority consisted of only a superiority of one vote at the 
Board; and I shall hereafter shew what interest the individuals 
composing the same, had in the stock of the Bank, and in that 
claim against me, or rather against Messrs. Dunn and Gerrard, 
which they asserted with such extraordinary pertinacity. So 
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eager and so determined, however, were the leaders of the majority 
on that point, that, regardless, as it should seem, of any interest 
or consideration, except the gratification of their own peculiar 
feelings, they endeavoured to prevent this appeal, and refused to 
concur in calling the general meeting of Stockholders, the requisition 
for which purpose required the signature of seven Directors; but 
two of the Gentlemen who had so far followed these leaders, appear 
at this point to have halted, and individually concurred in the pro- 
posed appeal to their constituents, although at the Board they still 
voted with the majority, of which they had previously formed a 
part. 

Anticipating what would be the decision of the General Meeting, 
and on the pretext, which I am advised was unfounded and fallaci- 
ous, that if a Commission of Bankruptcy should issue against me 

within twelve months of the date of my Deed of Assignment, it 
would be possible to deprive Messrs. Dunn and Gerrard of the 
90007. Hudson’s Bay Stock, already mentioned, and to add the 
same to the mass of the Estate, the leaders of the party then pro- 
posed resolutions at the Board, to instruct the Bank Agents in 
London to proceed against me immediately, by suing out a Com- 
mission of Bankruptcy, so as to prevent, or to render nugatory, any 
reconsideration of their proceedings by the General Meeting. This 
attempt was first made after the publication of the requisition for 
the General Meeting, and being then unsuccessful, the attempt 
was repeated on the 15th of December, only thirteen days before the 

meeting of Stockholders; and so nearly was the object accomplished, 
that the question was lost only by the absence of one Director, and 
the casting vote of the President, the Board being equally divided. 

In proposing to send such instructions, ome material circum- 

stance appears to have been overlooked; which is, that the validity 
of any Commission of Bankruptcy which their Agents, or which 

any other Creditor could sue out against me, would be extremely 

doubtful. If J should determine, as a refuge against any measure 
of personal annoyance, to seek the protection of the Commissioners 
of Bankruptcy, a voluntary declaration of insolvency would settle 
the question at once; but if, on the contrary, any of those Creditors 
should attempt to drive me into the Gazette, they must first prove 
an act of Bankruptcy against me; and if I should resist that pro- 
ceeding (as in the event of the success of this attempt of the majority 
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of the Bank Directors, I most assuredly would have done), then it 
would remain for the Lord Chancellor to decide, whether my Deed 
of Assignment, or any other of my transactions, was or was not an 
act of Bankruptcy. 

It is therefore manifest, that even if the attempt had succeeded, 
it would have left the Bankruptcy still doubtful, unless J should 
chuse hereafter to resort to it as a voluntary proceeding; and that 
it would only have ensured the certainty of a suit in Chancery, 
whereof the ruinous consequences which must have ensued to the 
interests of the Creditors, have, in my Letter already referred to, 
been sufficiently stated; and these consequences appear to have 
been duly appreciated by the Stockholders, so soon as they had 
an opportunity of judging for themselves. 

I shall now proceed to state a few facts, shewing the amount of 
interest in the question, which was held by the Bank generally, 
and in particular by the party whose temporary situation, as 
Directors, has enabled them to inflict such injury as they have 
done, upon the interests of other parties, and from whose over- 
zealous protection, those other parties, not excepting their own 
constituents, have had so narrow an escape. 

The Debt of the Firm of M‘Gillivrays, Thain and 
Co. to the Bank, consists of Bills drawn on 
London for 18,000/. sterling, or currency - - £20,000 0 0 

Damages in Canada, including all charges, 10 per 
cent. - - - - - - - - 2000 0 0 

Total Debt - - - - - £22,000 0 0 
In part of which, the Bank is entitled to retain the 

Stock belonging to the Firm and its Partners, 
consisting of 163 shares, on which the instal- 
ments paid, of 37/. 10s. each, amount to- — - 6112 10 0 

Balance—Actual Debt to the Bank of Montreal £15,887 10 0 
Or, in round numbers, say, currency 16,000/.———---—-——_ 

The question on which the /ast stand was made by the majority 
of the Directors, was to deprive Messrs. Dunn and Gerrard of the 
9000/. Hudson’s-Bay Stock, transferred for their security, as 
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already explained; and the va/ue of this question to the Estate, will 
appear from the following calculation, viz. 

The Debts of the House, according to Schedule A, 
Attached to my Deed of Assignment, and which, to 
the best of my knowkedge, is accurate, amounted to £196,000 

Balances due by the Firm in London, to Messrs. Burns, 
Pozer and Dunn, who have, on explanation, become 
parties to the Deed, about 15,000/. sterling, suppose 
currency - - - - - - 18,000 

And I must zow add the Balance due to the Bank of 
Montreal, as above - - - - - - 16,000 

Making the total Debts under the Deed - - £230,000 

And if the Assets be estimated at 12s. 6d. in the pound, 
which, but for the proceedings of the Bank Directors, 
I should probably have been enabled to offer for 
them, they would amount to - - £143,750 

If the 9000/7. Hudson’s-Bay Stock, were to , be added, 
estimating the price at 225 per cent., and exchange 
at 8 per cent. premium, it might increase the Assets 
by a sum of - - - - - - - - 24,300 

Making the whole amount - - - - £168,050 

But in shat event (supposing it possible), the Debts now 
secured by that Stock must be added to the above 
sum of - - - - - - £230,000 

Say, Receiver-General of Upper Canada - £12,600 
And Samuel Gerrard, Esq. - - - - 11,000 

——— 23,600 

Making (in that event) the whole Debts - - £253,600 

Upon which amount, a dividend of 12s. 6d. in the pound, 

would be - - - - - - - - £158,500 
And the amount of Assets as above, increased by the 

9000/7. Hudson’s-Bay Stock, would be - - - 168,050 

The difference, therefore, would be - - - - £9,550 
And Ninepence in the pound, on 253,600/. is - - 9,510 



342 DOCUMENTS RELATING TO 

Therefore, still on the supposition of the Estate paying 12s. 6d. 
in the pound, the Joss of the Bank of Montreal would have been 
7s. 6d. in the pound on 16,000/. currency, or 6000/.; and the value 
to the Bank, of the point on which so much stress has been laid, as 
to the 9000/. Hudson’s-Bay Stock, would be at the utmost 9d. in 
the pound on the same sum, or 600/. 

For the ill-advised, and really impracticable attempt to obtain 
which trifling advantage, in the face alike of justice, of equity, and 
of the interests of the Creditors, the Estate has already been deeply 
injured, even if the mischief should sow end; and looking at the 
consequences which may still ensue, exclusive of the delay, the 
expense, the depreciation of property, and the increased difficulty 
of recovering debts, or adjusting claims, which have already arisen 
from the proceedings of the Ditectors, and their Agents in London, 
it really exceeds my power of calculation to estimate the extent of 
the injury, which, in utter disregard of all explanation, and with a 
perverse pertinacity, unequalled by any thing I have ever heard 

of in commercial transactions, these Gentlemen have inflicted upon 
the property of other persons, in which they themselves had so 
extremely trifling an interest. 

The amount of that interest is easily estimated. The Capital 
Stock of the Bank of Montreal consists of 250,000/. in shares of 50/. 
each, on which calls to the amount of 37/. 10s. per share have been 
paid up: so that the actual capital paid up in money, is 187,500/. 
currency. And the number of shares is frve thousand, ten of which, 
or a capital of 375/., or fifteen hundred dollars, constitutes a 
qualification for a Director. And it appears rather a singular 
circumstance, that of the seven Directors who formed the majority 
in these proceedings, five held only a bare qualification of ten shares 
each, or capital in the whole to the amount of 1875/. 

The interest of each of these Gentlemen in the debt of my Firm 
to the Bank, was 32/. currency, or 128 dollars. 

If the Estate paid 12s. 6d. in the pound, the /oss of each of them 
would have been 12/. or 48 dollars. 

And the value to each of them, of the question about the 9000/. 
Hudson’s-Bay Stock, was exactly I/. 4s., or 41°y'% dollars. 

So that it is evident those Directors had a very slight personal 
interest in the protection of that property which they have done so 
much to injure; and in reply to the argument by which I under- 
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stand throughout these proceedings, the majority of the Directors 
attempted to justify their conduct, namely, that it was their 
duty to obtain as much as possible for their constituents, I will 
now state the decision of those constituents themselves, upon 
full consideration of the merits of the case; and notwithstanding 

the influence generally possessed by a body of Directors, over the 
opinions of the Proprietors, whose confidence it is always to be 
presumed they possess. 

Of the five thousand shares which form the Capital Stock of the 
Bank, I have understood that a considerable portion is held by 
Citizens of the United States, who, according to the Charter, are 

precluded from voting at General Meetings; and I am informed, 
that of these Alien Stockholders, several of those most deeply 
interested (I have heard the names of Mr. Carroll of Maryland, 
and Mr. Brevoort of New York) wrote letters, which were produced 

at the recent meeting, disapproving of the proceedings of the 
Directors, while no such letters were produced from any Proprietors 
in the United States, approving the same. 

I mention particularly the circumstance of the Stock so held 
by American Citizens, being unrepresented, in order to explain the 
fact, that the meeting was in reality one of the most numerously 
attended that has ever been held at the Bank, although the number 
of shares on which the votes were taken was under three thousand 
or about three-fifths of the whole capital; and as my Letters of the 
25th and 27th of July, had been for some months in the hands of 
all the Stockholders, they had every opportunity to investigate 
the facts, and to arrive at a deliberate and dispassionate conclusion 
upon the merits of the case; so that their decision may be quoted 
as entitled to considerable weight, in the estimation of all persons 
who have any interest in the concerns of this unfortunate Estate. 

These Letters were read to the Meeting, together with a State- 
ment of the transaction, submitted on behalf of those Directors 
by whom the Meeting had been summoned, and from which 
Statement the following Extracts appear to me deserving of 
particular attention, viz. 

1st, ‘When Messrs. Thomas Wilson and Co. had taken harsh 

“‘measures against Mr. M‘Gillivray and Mr. Thain, the Solicitors 
‘Sof that House stated, that ‘it would be necessary to prove, on behalf 

‘**of the Bank, not only that particular funds belonging to the Drawers 
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“** of the Bills were directed to be appropriated for their payment, but 
“that the parties authorized to administer those funds, had assented 

to such appropriation, in order to obtain success in the sutt, and to 
“ensure a final liquidation of the claim, either from those funds, or 
“*from the parties administering the same.” 

2nd, “The means of proving these points are merely presump- 
“‘tive, and of themselves inadequate. With respect to the appro- 
““priation by the Drawers, we have nothing more explicit than what 
“is contained in Mr. M‘Gillivray’s Letter of the 23d of January,* 
“in which he says, ‘I did not indeed expressly hypothecate or set 
‘aside any specific fund for the payment of these Bills, nor did I 
““‘deem any such measure necessary, because I had no doubt 
“about all my Bills being duly honoured.’ ” 

3rd, ‘‘In the Assignment, a specific fund is indeed named, but 
‘is charged merely with the Bills as a contingency; and neither in 

eee 

*Before Messrs. Thomas Wilson and Co. commenced their proceedings, I 

had furnished them with a copy of this Letter of the 23d of January; and although 
the tone of unwarranted assumption and unfounded and injurious imputation in 
which they thought fit to address me in reply, prevented the possibility of my 

holding any further communication with them, yet Mr. Ellice, in his capacity of 

Trustee, gave to Mr. Wilson personally, and afterwards, at his request, to his 

Solicitor, explanations, in substance the same with those which I have since given 

to the Creditors and to the Stockholders. The Solicitor’s opinion, as now dis- 
closed by the Directors, appears to have been moderate and judicious; but 1 

confess ‘myself at a loss to understand upon what principle, under the circum- 

stances stated, and with that opinion before them, Messrs. Thomas Wilson and Co. 
could have resorted, as they did, to compulsory process of the most offensive 

description, particularly as it regarded poor Thain, against whom, as well as 
against me, a Writ was taken out for 16,000/., and who, notwithstanding the 
serious illness under which he was known to be suffering, and in the midst of that 

mental irritation which has since become aggravated into actual madness, must 

have been dragged to a prison, if I had not found two Friends who had sufficient 

confidence in us, to become answerable for him, as well as for myselt, and each 
of whom was able to justify bail to the amount of 32,000/. 

It is not now very material, nor is it my present purpose to inquire, what 

may have been the motive or the object of this summary proceedings, which it 
appears was adopted by the Agents without any instructions from their Princi- 

pals;—whether it could have been, that personal offence was taken, or that any 
feeling of wounded self-importance required atonement, because a man in my 

unfortunate circumstances should presume, even in self-defence, to repel false 

and caluminous allegations, and to resist imperious demands, with which com- 

pliance was impossible; or whether it was merely an experiment, to try if any 

advantage could be obtained, or any concession extorted, by means of personal 
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“the Letter nor in the Assignment, do we find any thing explicit, 
“peremptory, and irrevocable, respecting an appropriation of Stock 
“‘to meet these Bills.” 

4th, “In the next place, the Drawers of the Bills, and the Ad- 
‘“‘ministrators of the funds in England, have vot intimated their 
“consent to the appropriation, either by accepting the Bills, or 
“by offering to secure the amount by the transfer of Stock on 

“any terms.” 

After these Documents had been read, the first Resolution 

proposed (with certain reservations, entirely unimportant and 
unobjectionable, so far as I am concerned), was, “‘That in the 

“opinion of this Meeting, it is expedient, and the President of 
“‘the Corporation is hereby instructed without delay to accede to 
“the Assignment executed by Simon M‘Gillivray, Esq. on the 
“2d of February last.” 

To which an Amendment was moved by Mr. Les/ie, and secon- 

annoyance:—but st ss material to refer to the consequences which have ensued, 

and of which this proceeding has been in a great measure the cause. 

Had it not been for the sake of supporting the measures already adopted by 

the Agents, and on the plea that it was impossible a House of respectability could 
be capable of acting so harshly, without some ground to justify their conduct, I 

am informed that the majority of the Directors could not at any time have been 

induced to concur in sanctioning their proceedings; and had it not been for the 

impression produced by the knowledge of my being prosecuted by the Agents, 

and of the Directors having refused to accept my Assignment, thereby setting an 

example to other Creditors, who had delayed, or who may have been doubtful 
about executing the Deed, and who may thus have been led to imagine that 

some benefit might be derived from pursuing a similar course—it is more than 

probable that every one of those Creditors would ere now have assented to my 

arrangements. In short, if it had not been for the consequences which can be 

distinctly traced to those proceedings of Messrs. Thomas Wilson and Co., I firmly 
believe that the difficulties, now perhaps inseparable, which have since arisen, and 
which are hereinafter stated, might have been prevented. 

It is therefore not in complaint of any personal annoyance inflicted on myself, 

however unmerited I may consider it to have been, nor yet in impeachment of 
any proceeding authorized by law, that I offer these observations; but in vindi- 

cation of my own Character, and in justification of the Statements which I pro- 

duced, and the prospects which those statements warranted me in holding out 
to the Creditors, when my propositions for the Assignment of my Estate were 
first submitted to them, I now deem it requisite to explain, and to trace to their 

origin, the proceedings which have marred those prospects, by impeding, and 

rendering precarious, if not finally frustrating, every beneficial result of my 

arrangements. 
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ded by Mr. Moffatt—‘' That the Directors be instructed to take the 
“opinion of Counsel in London, as to the right of bringing back 
“‘to the general mass of the Estate, the payments made to Samuel 
“Gerrard, Esq. and to J. H. Dunn, Esq. or his Representatives, 
“for to any other person, on the eve of, or after Bankruptcy, and 

“‘to report the same to a General Meeting of Stockholders, to be 
“called for that purpose on the first Monday in July next.” 

Thus, instead of the high ground taken, and the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings dictated by the leaders of the majority at the Board of 
Directors, in sanctioning prosecution, and attempting to sue out 
a Commission of Bankruptcy against me, they now resorted to 
evasion and procrastination of the question, the effect of which 
they probably knew would have been the same with that of the 
more open course of hostility previously pursued. 

On putting the question, a division took place, and the votes 
of the Stockholders, and the shares of Stock held by the respective 
parties, were declared as follows, viz. 

Shares. Votes. 

For immediately acceding to my Assignment - 2349 .. 522 
For six months’ postponement - - - - 484 .. 142 

Majority - - - - - - 1865 .. 380 

This of itself appears sufficiently decisive, the minority holding 
only about one-fifth part of the Stock upon which votes were 
received; and if I could add the 315 shares held by Messrs. Carroll 
and Brevoort, and 163 shares held by myself and my late Firm, 
but in right of which my Trustees did not claim to vote, then the 
majority would be increased to 2343 shares, and the minority 
would be reduced to about one-sixth part of the Stock for which 
representatives were present. 

In order, however, to see the remarkable unanimity of the 

Stockholders on the question thus referred to them, it may be well 

to analyze the composition of this minority a little further; and 
the information which I have received, enables me to show of 

whom it actually consisted, and what interest they held personally 
in the matter at issue. 

The minority so holding 484 shares, consisted of the following 

classes and persons, viz. 
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Stock. Value. 

Three Directors—Messrs. Leslie, Moffatt, and Porteous— 
holding of the Bank Stock - 40shares .. £1500 0 0 

Two other Proprietors, holding - 30 — ve 1125 0 0 

Total, actually present, holders of 70 — .. £2625 0 0 
Partners and other connexions of 

Messrs. Leslie and Moffatt, 
whose Powers of Attorney were 

held by those Gentlemen - - 78 — .. 2925 0 0 
An absent Proprietor, whose Power 

of Attorney was held by one of 
the above-mentioned “two 
other Proprietors” - - - 45 — .. 1687 10 0 

Minority so far - - - 193 — .. £7237 10 0 
Besides the following, viz. 

Peter Burnett, Esq. who is in Eng- 
land, and whose Power was held 
by Mr. Leslie - - - +121 .. 4162 10 0 

Estate of R. Patterson, of which Mr. 
Moffatt is the Administrator - 180 — .: 6750 0 0 

Making the whole - - 484 £18,150 0 Q 

I state the ‘wo /ast sums separately, because, from Mr. Burnett’s 

own Letters to me, I have cause to believe that his Attorney voted 
in opposition to his opinion, as well as in disregard of his interest; 
and Mr. Moffatt being the representative of the Estate of R. 
Patterson, had the power of voting as he thought fit, without 
reference to the parties concerned, and without prejudice to any 
interest of his own. 

Leaving out, therefore, these 291 shares, over which Messrs. 

Leslie and Moffatt had a temporary control, but in which they had 
no actual interest, it appears that the parties actually present and 
voting at the meeting, held 70 shares, or less than 1-70th of the 
whole Stock, and their absent connexions, whose powers they 
held, were possessed of 123 shares, or less than 1-40th, the whole 
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party together holding 193 shares, or about 1-26th of the Capital 
of the Bank; and taking the Debt of my Firm, as before mentioned, 
at 16,000/. we shall find that 

The interest of the party in that debt, was 1-26th, or - £615 8 0 
If 12s. 6d. in the pound were paid, theirloss would be - 230 16 0 
And the value to them, of carrying the question upon 

which the ruin of the Estate was hazarded, could 

only, at the utmost, have been 9d.in the pound,or - 23 1 7 

It was the same party who thus appear to have had so trifling 
an interest at stake, namely, Messrs. Les/ie, Moffatt and Porteous, 
who had on all occasions led that majority of the Directors which 
dictated to the Board the proceedings hereinbefore detailed. 
Messrs. Lesiie and Porteous were a majority of the Committee of 
three Directors sent to confer with my Trustees; and who reported 
to the Board, that the proceedings against me in England ought 
to be followed up; and it was Mr. Moffatt who, on both the occasions 
already mentioned, between the publication of the requisition 

for the General Court, and the holding of the same, brought forward 
at the Board of Directors the proposition to instruct their Agents 
to sue out a Commission of Bankruptcy against me, and so to 
prevent the possibility of any interposition by the General Court, 
for the protection of their own interests against the ruinous con- 
sequences of throwing my Estate into the Court of Chancery. 

It thus appears, that those three Directors have, throughout these 
proceedings, been the /eaders of the majority of the Board; and I 
admit that J have no right to impugn the conduct of either the 
leaders or the followers, in that respect; but I Aave a right to explain 
the transactions which have taken place, involving the interests 
of my Estate, and the injury which has been inflicted upon my 
Creditors. I speak of my Estate and my Creditors, rather than 
myself, because, as to any interests of my own, J am extremely 

doubtful whether it would not have been much more to my ad- 
vantage, to have passed at once through the ordeal of a Commission 
of Bankruptcy, which, if ether Dissentient Creditors shall follow the 

example of these Bank Directors, it may, after all, be impossible 
to avoid, rather than to remain, as I now do, with my arrangements 

for the benefit of the Creditors, and for my own release, still left in 
a state of suspense, by the indecision, or the prejudice, or the 
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ignorance of their own interest, which has hitherto prevented some 
few of the Creditors from giving their assent to my Deed. 

It may therefore be argued, that these Gentlemen (whatever 
may have been their intentions) have really, in trying to drive me 
into a Commission of Bankruptcy, been trying to do me an act of 
kindness; and I must do them the justice to say, that I have heard 
they disavow any feeling of personal hostility towards me. I have 
also been informed, that in the recent proceedings at the Bank, 
other persons were, more than myself, the object of that persevering 
hostility, which was directed in the first instance against me, only 

because it was through me that those other persons could alone be 
reached. 

I have heard that this-hostility was particularly aimed at Mr. 
Gerrard, the late President of the Bank, who is one of my Trustees; 
and I am induced to think this the more probable, from my own 
knowledge of the discussions and the feelings of parties at the 
Board, previous to the election of Directors in the year 1826, 

during a part of which discussions I was a Member of the Board, 
and in which the /eaders and the followers of the party were (except 
a few changes arising from new elections) the same as in the recent 

proceedings against myself. 
Now it is not necessary that I should set myself up as the ad- 

vocate of Mr. Gerrard’s administration, although it may have 
been, as I have always understood it was, an amendment upon that 

of his predecessor, without perhaps being in itself perfect, since 
perfection in such arrangements is seldom attained, otherwise than 
by progressive steps of improvement, arising from experience; 
and it should be recollected, that banking is still, in Canada, rather 
a matter of experiment, than an established or well-understood 
system. If, however, the price of the Stock, and the payment of 
Dividends, be any criterion of the prosperity of a banking concern, 
then the Stockholders will be the best judges of the comparison 
between the successive administrations which have regulated the 
transactions of the Montreal Bank; and if holding a large interest 
in the Stock, be any test of sincerity in promoting the prosperity 
of such an institution, then the comparison between Mr. Gerrard 
and at least one of the self-styled reformers of his system, is rather 
striking. At the commencement of the operations of the party, 
for the benefit of the Stockholders, by impeaching the conduct of Mr. 
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Gerrard as President, ke was, as ] am informed (and by referring 
to the Transfer Book, the fact may easily be ascertained), the 
holder of a very considerable sum of Bank Stock; while Mr. Moffatt, 
who was the mover on the occasion, had previously, as I under- 
stand, taken the precaution to sell out the whole of Ais Stock, 

except the mere qualification of ten shares. These proceedings 
against Mr. Gerrard were repeatedly defeated at the Board, but 
always brought forward again, because it seems to have been 
the practice of that party, that a question once decided, was not 

left at rest, but was always subject to be revived, whenever there 
might seem to be a chance of its being carried—by manceuvre or 

surprise—per fas aut nefas—if on any occasion the party could 
hope to muster a majority of the Board. 

An instance of this practice has already been stated, in the 
repeated attempts to dictate to the Board of Directors, Resolutions 
which, it was supposed, would drive me into a Commission of 
Bankruptcy, without waiting for the decision of the general meeting 
of Proprietors, although summoned for the special purpose of 
giving that decision. In the case of Mr. Gerrard, through means of 
the departure from Montreal of some of his friends, and the intro- 
duction in their place of new Directors, in the election of whom, 

be it remembered, the Stockholders had no voice,gbecause such 

vacancies between the annual elections, are filled up by the Board 
of Directors—through these means, and by the perseverance of the 
party against him, they finally succeeded at the Board; but at the 

succeeding annual general meeting, their proceedings, although nomi- 
nally approved by ome Resolution, were, in fact, rescinded and 
rendered nugatory by amother; and thus, although not so signally 

as in the recent instance, the majority of the Directors was defeated 

by the decision of their constituents. 

If, therefore, it should in courtesy or in charity be supposed, 
that in those repeated instances, the leaders of the party at the 
Board of Directors were in reality actuated by no other feeling 

than a stern sense of public duty, and a due regard to the interests 

of their constituents, then it must be admitted that they have been 
rather unfortunate in the decisions so repeatedly pronounced by 
those constituents upon their measures. If, on the contrary, 
however, it should appear to the Stockholders impossible not to 
draw the conclusion, that the supposition, with the quotation of 
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which, from my Letter of the 25th of July, this Letter is com- 
menced, was well founded—and from their decision, it would really 

appear they have drawn that conclusion—then, although it may to 
them be of slight importance, whether the mark aimed at by Messrs. 

Leslie, Moffatt and Porteous, was Simon M'‘Gillicray or any one 
else, yet I submit, é¢ is of some importance to consider, whether in 

these proceedings, the trust delegated to the Directors has been 
made subservient to the gratification of party spirit or personal 

enmity, no matter against whom directed; and whether the con- 
cerns of an institution, conducted on such principles, are likely to 
prosper. 

It appears to me perfectly demonstrated by the facts herein 
stated, that the interests of the Proprietors have been trifled with 
and sacrificed, by @ party who had obtained a temporary ascendency 
in the management of the Bank, but who had scarcely any interest 
in its prosperity; and whether their conduct is to be imputed to 
ignorance, or prejudice, or obstinacy, or party spirit, I care not, 
but I think it quite impossible to imagine, that it could have pro- 
ceeded merely from a due regard for the interests of those con- 
stituents whose benefit they professed to have principally in 
view. 

The judgment of those constituents themselves, has been suffi- 
ciently pronounced by the decision of that General Meeting, at 
which it may almost literally be said, that the party stood alone, 
with all the Stockholders against them; and leaving to those 
Stockholders, as the parties chiefly interested, to consider whether 

they will apply any remedy, or adopt any precaution, to prevent 

the future mismanagement of their own concerns, I shall now 
return to the consideration of yours and mine; and the first inference 
which I would suggest—from the conclusion which appears to have 
been drawn by the Stockholders—and my chief reason for intro- 
ducing so minute a detail of the proceedings which led to that con- 

clusion—is the expectation, that it may produce some effect on 

those Creditors of my Firm, who have not yet executed my Deed 

of Assignment, and who may have been deterred from so doing, by 
the example of the Bank, and the hope of sharing in some imaginary 
benefit to be derived from refusing their assent to my arrangements. 

Those Creditors, therefore, who may have been thus influenced 
by the example of the Bank, or the opinions of any individual 
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Directors, will now, I trust, be satisfied, so far as the same example, 
or the decision of the Bank Proprietors can satisfy them, that no 
benefit can be expected to arise to any party, either from a repe- 
tition of compulsory proceedings against me, or from a continua- 
tion of the state of suspense in which my arrangements for their 
own benefit now remain, waiting for their decision. The Bank 
Directors, and their Agents, as the holders of protested Bills of 
Exchange, drawn by myself, and payable in London, although 
they had no legal right to any preference over other Creditors, had 
yet undoubtedly greater facilities in suing out summary process, 
or in establishing summary proof of their claim, than any other 
Creditor can have; besides, that they had the opportunity of 
indulging any propensity which might prompt them to litigation, 
without being deterred by the consideration of expense, because 
that, as well as the injury inflicted on my Estate, would fail to be 
sustained, not by themselves, but by their constituents; and when, 
with all these facilities, and without any forbearance or mitigation 
in taking every advantage of them, these powerful men have failed 
in extorting any compromise or concession from me, is it likely 

that any other claimant can be more successful? On the contrary, 
is it not manifest, that when no compromise or concession can be 
made—and for the most conclusive reason, because every thing has 
been already conceded—it must be equally useless, so far as J am 
concerned, for any Creditor to resort further, either to coercive 
measures, or to experiments upon my endurance of a continued 

state of suspense? 
In regard to the history of my unfortunate concerns in Canada, 

the large fortune which I voluntarily surrendered for the payment 
of the Debts of my Partners, and the arrangements which I sug- 
gested for the benefit of the Creditors, I have very little explanation 
or remark to offer, in addition to the Statements laid before them 
at Montreal in January 1826, and my Circular Letter of the 25th 
of July, already referred to. In order, therefore, to avoid occasion 
for repetition, as well as for the information of those Creditors 
residing at a distance from Montreal, who may not have had access 
to these Documents, I shall annex them as an Appendix to this 
Letter; and I am further induced to adopt this course, by the wish 

to give every person concerned, the opportunity of comparing with 
each other, the Statements which I have from time to time pro- 
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duced, and of considering the effect and the benefit to themselves, 

of my voluntary propositions, as compared with the utmost ad- 
vantage in the power of any party to extort by the most rigorous 
legal proceedings. 

In Appendix C, page 13, I allude to some of the questions which, 

in the event of my having recourse, or being driven to a Commission 
of Bankruptcy, will inevitably cause delay, and litigation in the 
Court of Chancery; and several other intricate questions have since 

arisen, in addition to the intrinsic difficulty of which, and to the 
proverbial caution—not to say slowness—of that Judge for whose 
decision they must wait, there are circumstances connected with 
the state of the Law itself, which merit the most serious considera- 

tion of every party having any interest in these complicated 
concerns. 

The Bankrupt Law of England has recently undergone con- 
siderable modification. The last Act, “‘to Amend the Laws relating 
to Bankrupts,” (6 of Geo. IV. cap. 16), passed on the 2d of May, 
1825, commences by repealing twenty-one former Acts of Parlia- 
ment, from which certain clauses are then re-enacted as new pro- 
visions,—some with, some without amendments,—and other clauses 
are added; and the Act so framed, constitutes the present code of 
Bankrupt Law. Now, one consequence of this very recent altera- 

tion of the Law is, that there are yet few decisions on record, 
whereby, in intricate cases, to ascertain the operation of the new 
Law; and the old Laws being rescinded, the cases which had been 

decided under them, are no longer precedents. Acts of Parliament 
are sometimes obscure in their provisions, and imperfect in their 
construction; and until cases arise by which their operation may be 
construed, different Counsel may construe them differently, and 
it may remain doubtful which of the learned Gentlemen is right. 

This appears to have been the case with some of the questions 
put to Counsel by Mr. Ellice and myself, on the one side, and by 
the Hudson’s-Bay Company on the other. (See Appendix C, 

page 14). These questions, in fact, involve cases which have not 
yet been decided; and if the Creditors are to wait, and to pay for 
obtaining the decision of them, and so establishing precedents for 
other cases, then it must be obvious, that all hope of any beneficial 
result must be even more remote than I have formerly represented 
it to be. 

23 
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In consequence of the opinion so given to the Hudson’s-Bay 

Company, that my Assignment was, or may be held to have been, 
an act of Bankruptcy, and therefore that it would not be safe for 
the Company to transfer my Stock otherwise than under the 
sanction of a Court of Equity, the Governor and Committee have 
given me notice, that they will not permit the transfer of the 
Hudson’s-Bay Stock standing in my Brother’s name, and assigned 

by me to the Trustees. It is quite useless to remonstrate, or to 
argue on this subject, unless all the Creditors shall have become 
parties to my Deed; and in the mean time, the Stock is absolutely 
locked up from sale or transfer, until, as the case may be, either the 
Governor and Committee shall be satisfied that a final Bankruptcy 

is impossible, or until a Bankruptcy shall! actually take place, and 
the Stock be disposed of by order of the Court of Chancery, or 
until the decision of the Court shal! be obtained, on a Bill to be 
filed by the Trustees, to enforce the transfer of the Stock. Now, 
by either of the two /atter processes, it is not for me to say when 
any part of this Stock may become available to the Creditors; and 
the only possible means of effecting the former, is to produce proof 
that every one of the Creditors has actually executed the Deed, or 
otherwise released me, so as to prevent any question about the 

possibility of a Bankruptcy; and if any of the Creditors should 
have been holding off, and waiting for the inducement of a Dividend 
being declared, before they execute the Deed, I beg to submit to 
their consideration the following brief view of the case, viz. 

Ist, No Dividend can be received from any funds in England, 
till the Hudson’s-Bay Stock shall be disposed of. 

2nd, The Hudson’s-Bay Stock cannot be disposed of, until a@// 
the Creditors shall have executed the Deed. 

3rd, Certain Creditors hesitate or delay to execute the Deed, 
until they are induced so to do by the payment of a Dividend;—and 
therefore, 

4th, No Dividend can be expected, and no settlement can take 
place. 

Until these matters shall be decided in some shape, any idea of 
my leaving England is out of the question. Whether it is to be my 
lot to surrender to a Commission of Bankruptcy, or, as the Attorney 

of my Trustees, to dispose of the Hudson’s-Bay Stock, or to con- 

duct a suit in Chancery to enforce the transfer thereof by the 
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Hudson’s-Bay Company, each and either of these duties is one 
which cannot be performed by deputy, and which in fact cannot 
be performed by any one but myself; so that whatever loss may 
arise, and much has already arisen, from delay in adjusting accounts 
and collecting debts in Canada, as well as in disposing to advantage 
of the real Estate in that Province, yet the Hudson’s-Bay Stock 
and the question of Bankruptcy, are the main objects to which my 

attention must be directed; and I can assure the parties concerned, 
that it has entirely arisen from personal consideration for me, that 
the Stock pledged as security for money borrowed, has not long 
since been irrecoverably sacrificed, nor do I at all know how long 
I may be in a condition to preserve it, unless I am enabled to take 
some decided ground in regard to the Deed of Assignment. 

The amount of Hudson’s-Bay Stock now actually forthcoming 

out of my Estate—including the surplus of the amount so pledged 
for securities, as well as that standing in my Brother’s name, and 
which is thus impounded by the Hudson’s-Bay Company—has 
already been repeatedly stated; but as the Statement is of so much 
importance, I will introduce it here in a more detailed shape, as 

follows, viz. 

My original Statement of the Hudson’s-Bay Stock, 
(see Deed of Assignment, Schedule C, No. 3), 

shows that the sum originally “‘ placed at the dis- 
‘posal of, and belonging to Wm. M‘Gillivray 
“and Simon M‘Gillivray, (exclusive of certain 
‘‘sums in trust), was = - - - - - £62,500 0 0 

And that “there stood previously in my name 
“*$900/.;”? but the actual sum was - - - 5954 13 0 

Total - - - - - - - £68,454 13 4 
Of which there has been transferred to S. Gerrard, 

Esq. and the Representatives of J. H. Dunn, 
Esq. - a 9000 0 0 

Balance remaining—Stock - - - - £59,454 13 4 

Whereof the following is pledged for Loans, viz. 
To Messrs. Smith, Payne and Smith, for £9500 5000 0 0 
To Messrs. Overend, Gurney and Co. - 30,500 16,500 0 0 
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To the Hudson’s-Bay Company -~- - 21,000 12,000 

Loans -— - - + -£61,000 on £33,500 

Carry forward - - - - - £33,500 
Brought forward - - £33,500 

Stock standing in the name of the late W. M‘Gilli- 
vray, Esq. - ~ - - - - 20,833 

And of E. Ellice, Esq. against certain sums paid by 
him to M‘Tavish, Fraser and Co. - - - 5121 

Total remaining as above—Stock = - - £59,454 

Subject to the payment of Loans for—Cash - £61,000 

Subject also to the payment of a Balance due to 
Mr. Ellice, on a Settlement of Accounts, in 
regard to which, a reference to the other 
Trustees may become necessary, but which, 
for the sake of an estimate, I shall suppose to 
be 10,000/.; thereby increasing the incum- 
brances to 71,000/.; and the net value of the 
Stock would be as follows, viz. 

At 200 per cent. £118,909 6 8, less £71,000, is - £47,909 

At 225 _ 133,773 O O,lessthe same, is- 62,773 

At250, — 148,636 13 4, lessthesame, is- 77,636 

And supposing Exchange at 8 per cent. premium, then 

At 200 per cent. the surplus of £47,909 6 8 
Sterling, would be—Currency - - - - £57,491 

At 225 per cent. the surplus of £62,773 0 0 
Sterling, would be—Currency - - 75,327 

At 250 per cent. the surplus of £77, 636 13 4 
Sterling, would be—Currency - - - - 93,164 

The amount of the Debts, as already stated in page 
5, is 230,000/. on which a Dividend of 5s. in the 
pound, wouldbe - - - - - - 57,500 

6s. 6d. - 74,750 
and 8s. - 92,000 ooo 

ol 

— oO co 

ooo 
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And some one of which Dividends, according to the price obtained 
for the Stock, might, but for the impediments which have arisen 
from the hostility of some and the supineness of other Creditors, 
have now been actually in course of payment; whereas, if these im- 
pediments are to wait for the decision of the Court of Chancery, so 
also must all hope of receiving the Dividends, until that decision 
shall have been given. 

I do not know that I can say any thing to give additional 
weight to this statement, with any Creditors who will judge for 
themselves, and who will look coolly and dispassionately at their 
own interest. There are, however, some classes to which it is 

right to refer, both of Creditors who may have views and interests 
distinct from the general body, and of persons who are in fact 

Debtors, setting up claims as Creditors, and trying to put the dond 
Jide Creditors on a false scent, in hopes to escape or evade the 
settement of my claims, or rather those of my Creditors, against 
themselves. 

The former class consists of Creditors who hold, or who may be 
advised that they hold, engagements constituting what are in 
Canada called hypothecary claims against the real Estate of my late 
Brother, or of Mr. Thain, in that Province, since it appears that 

all notarial engagements contracted in Canada, amount to hypo- 
thecary claims, or mortgages on the whole real Estate of the con- 
tracting party; and J have been informed, that the expectation of 
establishing such hypothecary claims, has prevented some Gentle- 
men who have verbally, and in writing, declared their assent to 
my arrangements, from actually executing the Deed. To these 
Gentlemen I have only to recommend the consideration of a 
Clause* in the Deed of Assignment, by which they may see that 

*If any other of the said Creditors of the said late Honorable William 

M'Gillivray and Simon M‘Gillivray, enumerated in the aforesaid Schedule 
marked A, do, or shall possess any hypothecary security for the whole or any part 

of their said Debts, then such Creditor or Creditors, at the time of signing these 
presents, or ratifying and confirming the same as aforesaid, shall state and 

produce such hypothecary claim; and the same, and the nature and particulars 
thereof, shall be entered, on a Schedule to be marked D, and to be signed by the 
party producing the same, and by the said Notaries, and to remain in the custody 

of one of the said Notaries; and in regard of such hypothecary claims so stated, 
and produced, and entered in the Schedule marked D, the Creditors holding the 
same, and who shall sign these presents, or ratify and confirm the same, shall not, 
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such claims, if valid, may remain in force, notwithstanding their 
execution of the Deed; and if there should be any doubt about the 
real Estates in Canada paying the whole amount of such claims in 
full, then the parties entitled to the same, are, alike with the other 

Creditors, injuring their own best interests, by leaving in hazard 
the validity of the Assignment of my Estate for the payment of the 
House’s debts. In short, they are really hazarding a substance to 
grasp at a shadow, since it is impossible for any of them, or for me, 
to ascertain by anticipation, what the amount of these hypothecary 
claims may be found to be. 

The latter class consists of certain Partners and retired Partners 
of the different Firms and concerns of which I have been a Partner, 

and for the payment of whose Debts J have divested myself of the 
whole of my own Estate, as well as my Brother’s, whilst these 
Gentlemen, instead of manifesting any disposition to follow my 
example, are even attempting to set up claims, as if, instead of 

being Debtors, they were Creditors of my Estate. The history of 
my connexion with these Gentlemen, and the financial difficulties 
in which the wasteful extravagance of some of them involved the 
Firm whereof they and I were mutually Partners, are sufficiently 
stated in Appendix, B, page 3, as also the fact of my having assigned 

to them certain shares of profit on the Trade of the Hudson’s-Bay 
Company; in regard to which it is there stated, that “I consider 

“nearly the whole of these Shares still liable for the engagements 
“‘of the House, and that I may probably be enabled to retain them 
“for the benefit of the Creditors.” And in a subsequent State- 
ment, attached to my Deed of Assignment, as Schedule C, No. 4, 

it is further stated in explanation, that ‘‘these Shares are only 
“Annuities, payable to the Partners by Mr. Ellice and myself, 
“being in fact a charge upon our Hudson’s-Bay Stock, and that 
‘‘by our management, if the Deed of Trust shall give us sufficient 
“power, I think these means may be converted to the benefit of 
“the Creditors;’’ but it is added, that ‘“‘we shall probably have 

“‘ questions to try with these individuals, and it is only through my 

by reason of any thing therein contained, lose any benefit or advantage from their 

respective hypothecs, nor be debarred from enforcing them, and all rights derived 

from them, but shall and may, notwithstanding these presents, avail themselves 
of their said hypothecs as fully, to all intents and purposes, as if these presents 
had not been made. 
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“* peculiar Claims on them, that any part of this sum can be rendered 
“‘available to the Estate.” 

I now find these questions, which I anticipated, are attended 
with more difficulty than I at that time expected; but my opinion 
as to the merits of the case, remains unchanged, although those 
merits cannot be brought to issue until the point be decided, one 
way or another, as to the ratification of my Assignment by all the 
Creditors, or the resort to a Commission of Bankruptcy; and these 
Gentlemen availing themselves of this state of uncertainty, and of 
the forbearance of the Creditors in regard ¢o them, are endeavouring 
to set up Claims against the House, as a pretext for the attempt to 
hold those Shares for their own benefit, instead of surrendering 
them for the benefit of the Creditors. 

In order to shew the merits of this case, it is not needful that 

I should enter into any detailed Statement as to the Accounts of 

individual Partners. It is sufficient to refer to the facts already 
stated. None of these Gentlemen brought any Capital into the 
House. They have drawn out large sums, until at length the 
means were wanting to supply their continued demands. The 
large property surrendered by me, to pay engagements which were 

originally theirs more than mine, is still in existence, as a separate 
Estate, to a considerable amount, besides the heavy engagements 
which had previously been paid by my Brother and myself; and 
after absorbing the whole of our property, the Partnership Debts 
make the House sti/7 insolvent. How then can any Partner of the 
House have any claim on my Estate, or any right to withhold from 
the Creditors any separate property to which he might have been 
entitled, if the House had been solvent? This is the p/ain question, 
whatever attempts may be made to mystify it by these Gentlemen, 
or by their Lawyers; and the remedy is in the hands of the Creditors, 

to whom all other Partners are, or ought to be, as liable as I am, 

for the debts of the House. 
Mr. Shaw is the only one of these Gentlemen who has yet been 

prosecuted by any of the Creditors; and being absent from Canada, 
he has hitherto been enabled, by the Law’s delay, to resist the 
process. Mr. M‘Leod, who is in Scotland, has assigned his Shares 
to his Brother-in-Law, Mr. Peter Burnett, who has served me 

with notice of this Assignment, and given me intimation, that he 
will require a settlement of Mr. M‘Leod’s claims before I leave 
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England; which I presume means, that he will apply to the Court 
of Chancery to impede my arrangements, in some shape, with a 
view to obtaining a settlement for Mr. M‘Leod; and Mr. Henry 
Mackenzie has now given notice to the Trustees, of some objections 
on Afs part to my Assignment, and some imaginary complaints and 
claims, in virtue of alleged breaches of covenants by his Partners, 
in the Firm of M‘Tavish, M‘Gillivrays and Co.; whilst I have 
heard, that one of his Brothers, who is himself a retired Partner, 

has commenced some process, to establish an hypothecary claim 
against my Brother’s Estate. 

If any of these Gentlemen could discover a surplus of assets 
belonging to the Firm, and any attempt on my part, to retain for 
my own benefit more than my due share of the same, it would, I 
admit, afford just cause of complaint on their part against me; 
but it is quite impossible to object to my arrangements upon any 
such ground, or to maintain any claim on the part of these Gentle- 
men to any part of that property which I have assigned for the 
benefit of the Creditors. It seems almost needless to argue against 
such an absurdity, as that Partners of an Insolvent Firm should be 
Creditors of the same Firm; and yet such would be the effect of 
the claim which I understand is set up by Mr. Henry Mackenzie— 

but it is really a question in which J have no interest. I have 
assigned, so far as I was legally competent to assign, the whole of 
the Partnership Assets for the payment of the Partnership Debts; 
and those Assets, so far as I could find any in existence, being 
totally insufficient for the payment of these Debts, I have further 
assigned the whole of my own and my Brother’s Estate, to make 
up the deficiency. How then can any Partner claim any part of 
those Assets which are totally insufficient for the payment of the 
Creditors? 

But further, there are the Hudson’s-Bay Shares, and some of 
these Gentlemen may perhaps expect, that, by setting up such 
imaginary claims, or preventing some Creditors from giving effect 
to my arrangements by the ratification of my Deed, they may 
induce the Trustees to consent to some compromise or discharge 
to themselves, without insisting upon the surrender of their pro- 
perty. Mr. Henry Mackenzie in particular, having no property to 
surrender, (since he has been insolvent in a Partnership into which 
he entered on the termination of his Partnership with me, and to 
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enable him to form which, Mr. Thain and I, imprudently enough 
I admit, advanced him capital), but possibly expecting, that the 
interposition of impediments and delays, by which he can lose 
nothing, may have the effect of extorting some composition out 

of his claim on the Hudson’s-Bay Share, which J maintain belongs 
to the Creditors—seems disposed to try the effect of throwing a 
tub to the whale, by impugning my arrangements, whilst his Brother’s 
fraternal partiality may, as I am advised, by possibility engage 
him in proceedings rather hazardous to himself. 

These differences with Partners, however, need not at all inter- 

fere with my arrangements, and the only object is, that the Deed 
should be ratified by the rea/ bond fide Creditors. No Partners can 

establish any claim against me, nor can they even prosecute me; 
and the Creditors and the Trustees, if the Deed shall be completed, 
will have in their own discretion the most cogent arguments that 
can be addressed to refractory Partners. It must be evident, as 
Ihave already stated, that since I have relinquished the hope of any 

reversionary benefit from my own Estate, I have really no personal 
interest in these questions. J have surrendered all my right and 
title to these Shares, as well as to the rest of my property, and I 
have offered to do every thing in my power, to render them avail- 
able to the Creditors; but if the Creditors shall think fit to relin- 
quish ¢hat, or any other claim, for the benefit of Mr. Shaw, or 
Mr. M‘Leod, or Mr. Mackenzie, J have no wish to interfere in the 

matter, provided only, that my own release is previously confirmed 
by all parties. In the event, however, of my having recourse to a 

Commission of Bankruptcy, the case will become very different; 
and until that point shall be finally ascertained, I shall resist any 

settlement, or compromise, or release, with, or to any of my Part- 
ners, or retired Partners; and such is the “glorious uncertainty of 
“the Law” on Partnership questions, and such is the intricacy of 
conflicting interests in these concerns, that I cannot presume to 
pronounce who may or may not, be found to be liable as Partners, 
although I think it very possible, that some Gentlemen, who have 
considered themselves, and whom I have considered Creditors, 

may find that they will not be admitted to rank as such before 
the Commissioners of Bankruptcy, and that they may even be 
held to be still Partners. 

No further delay would have arisen on my part, in taking the 
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Jirst step to release myse/f at all hazards from these questions and 
difficulties, but that in the same Letters which apprize me of the 
determination of the Bank Proprietors, at their general meeting, 
to accept my Assignment, and assent to my release, the Trustees 
in Canada express to me their entire confidence, that the example 
will be followed by the other Creditors of the House; and they urge 
me in the most earnest terms, for the sake of my friends who are 
Creditors, and who have such deep interests at stake, to endure 

the state of suspense and uncertainty in which I am left, a little 
longer, and to refrain from seeking my release through the process 
of Bankruptcy, until, as they confidently expect, it may be ob- 
tained by the influence of reason and common sense. I am not 
by any means so sanguine in my own expectations, since I have 
too much experience of the lengths to which some men may be led 
by prejudice combined with ignorance, besides that I have sug- 
gested some sources of probable misrepresentation by parties 
interested in misleading the Creditors; and yet, in consideration 
of the request of the Trustees, and their representation of the 
ruinous consequences to so many of my friends, if my Estate is 
thrown into the Court of Chancery, I have determined to give them 
one more chance to carry through the arrangements under my 

Deed of Assignment, and therefore I shall wait a reasonable time 
for the result of this further and final appeal, which I shall beg 
permission to conclude with the following Extracts of Letters 
which I have at different times addressed to the Trustees, and 

which I now submit to the consideration of the Creditors, viz. 

From Letter of 22d August, 1826. 

“‘Where, } would ask, is the discrepancy, or the unexplained 
“difference, between my first voluntary Statement, and this my 
“Ultimatum?—Where is the point which any Creditor Aas gained, 
“‘or can now gain, by resisting my arrangements?’— What advantage 

‘‘could these arrangements ever afford me, unless they should first 
“pay every man 20s. in the pound?—Where is the value to me, 
“‘unless in point of feeling of that confidence, on which, by some 
““Gentlemen—not by those who bestowed it—so much stress has 
“‘been laid?—What course is mow most advantageous to the 
“interests of the Creditors themselves, without reference to any 

“‘supposed interests or feelings of mine?—In answer to each and all 
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“fof these questions, I will miantain without fear of contradiction, 

“not only that I am entitled to all the confidence that I ever 

‘claimed, but further, that from the beginning, and throughout 
“‘the whole of these transactions, I have been the person conferring 
““most important benefits on the Creditors, instead of receiving 
“any at their hands. How I have been requited, let my would-be 

“‘persecutors* answer to the individuals and the families whom 

“they are about to injure beyond remedy, in the attempt to oppress 
“‘me; and who, let me ask, shall impute to me any blame, for resort- 

“ing to the only protection within my reach, against such vindictive 
“proceedings?” 

From Letter of 30th August, 1826. 

“In my very first proposal to the Creditors, I offered them 
“more than, they now find, the utmost rigour of the Law can 
“extort from me. I offered them my time and my labour, in 

“addition to my property; and this I did, wot ignorantly, but 

“‘meaning to make every possible exertion for their benefit, without 
“much thought of my own; and it is only when driven to it by 
“most unjust and vindictive conduct in some of those whom I have 

“‘thus sought to benefit, that I at length turn my attention to my 
“own security, and to ulterior views; but being so driven, and after 

“the question of becoming a Bankrupt, or not, has to me become 
“‘almost matter of indifference, it cannot, I think, be reasonably 
“expected that I should much longer remain at the mercy of the 
“‘Gentlemen who have hitherto refused their assent to my Deed, 
“‘and who, if they shall still persist in their pertinacity, will, I think, 
‘hereafter find to their cost, that their share of the injury which 
“they may thus inflict upon other persons, will, of necessity attach 
‘to themselves.” 

From Letter of 21st October, 1826. 

(After the information herein before given, see pages 15 and 16, in 

regard to the transfer of Hudson’s-Bay Stock, it proceeds): 

“This I submit, as rather a cogent argument, guoad the interests 
of the Creditors; and if any interests or feelings of mine should at 

‘fall be taken into consideration, I would only seek to refer to any 
‘“*Gentlemen among the Creditors themselves, whether it is reason- 
“fable to expect, that a man who has it in his power to obtain by a 

“ 

*This alluded to the Majority of Bank Directors. 
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“‘certain process, a final discharge from claims which otherwise he 
“‘can never hope to satisfy, shall, without obtaining such discharge, 
“and with his eyes open, render himself again the slave of these 
““concerns, remaining still at the mercy of those Creditors whose 
“refusal to release him, sufficiently shows what he has to expect 
“from them. On this subject I have nothing further to state. 
“Those Creditors who, after the appeals which have been made to 
“them, shall for any cause, or on any pretence, de/ay to accede to 
“our arrangements, must be held to have refused so to do, and to 

“them must be imputed the consequences, whatever these con- 
““sequences may be.”’ 

From Letter of 14th November, 1826. 

“I am getting more anxious every day for some prospect of a 

‘termination to these difficulties; and I look for something decisive 

“from the Bank, after you shall have communicated to the Directors 
“‘my Letter of the 22d of August. Through their Agents first, and 
‘themselves subsequently, all the time since my arrival in England, 
“thas been lost, as to any useful purpose for realizing the Estate, and 
“‘the further continuance of this state of things ruins the Estate, 
“‘wastes my time, and benefits zo person. What do the Parties 
“‘wish or expect from their pertinacity in this matter? They 
“cannot drag me to Canada, and the worst injury they can inflict 
““upon me, is the very thing to which I look as my ultimate relief— 
‘“*a Commission of Bankruptcy—only I am deterred from yet seeking 
“that mode of relief, merely by consideration of the ruinous con- 
*“sequences in which it would involve those of the principal Creditors 
“‘who are my personal Friends; but if any Gentlemen shall think 

“that this, on my part, is a cry of “‘/oup! loup’’ I promise them 
“‘they will speedily find themselves mistaken; for my endurance of 
“this thing is very near a close, and the remedy is in my own hands.” 

From Letter of 28th November, 1826. 

(On being informed that a Case had been submitted by the Bank 
Directors to Counsel at Quebec). 

“The case, altogether, therefore, appears to me so plain, as to 
‘require no opinion of Counsel for its elucidation; and if the facts 
“have been fairly stated to Mr. Primrose, I cannot doubt as to 
“‘what must have been his opinion and advice to the Bank; but 
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“people are sometimes apt to mis-state cases in which their own 
“interests or prejudices are engaged. The case in point, has from 
“the beginning been grossly mis-stated by the Agents of the Bank; 
“and if the Directors shall adopt their mis-statements, as they 
“began by adopting their compulsory process against me, then it 
“seems probable, that all which has been said and done, will not 
“suffice to keep this unfortnuate Estate from being wasted in legal 
‘proceedings; and the time which has been devoted by you and by 
‘me, to attempt its preservation for the benefit of the Creditors, 
“‘will have been very unprofitably employed. 

“‘T consider it quite useless, under present circumstances, to 

“send you any further Statements of Accounts, or Opinions of 
“‘Counsel. I merely wait for decided intelligence, to take a step 
“which, instead of opinions, will require decisions, and which will 
*‘probably take the adjustment of accounts out of your hands, as 
“‘well as out of mine.” 

From Letter of 29th November, 1826. 

‘IT inclose you a correspondence which has taken place between 
““T, Wilson and Co.’s Solicitor and mine; and you'll see by their 

‘Queries, that they have taken up the matter with the true spirit 
‘of litigation. I shall delay my answers to them, till I hear the 
“result of the questions sent to Mr. Primrose; but whatever my 
‘answers may be, I see already it is quite hopeless to satisfy them. 
“They can always find some quibble on which to go to Counsel, 
‘‘and Counsel and Solicitors may alike have a feeling towards 
“recommending an application to the Court. Now, if the Creditors 
‘will not apply their own understanding to the consideration of 
“their own interest, but will thus be led by obstinate prejudices, 
‘“‘or by parties whose interest it may be to create difficulties, and 

“‘to incur charges, without regard to consequences—why J must 
“let them have their own way, and I think they will find the 
“result to be, that an Estate which, but for their own conduct, might 
“have promptly paid a very large Dividend, if not the full amount 
“fof 20s. in the pound, will become—as I understand the Legal 
“Adviser of Mr.*** said last year at Montreal, that ‘a// Insolvent 
‘* Estates ought to become—the property of the Lawyers,’ leaving very 
“little for the Creditors, and ¢haf@ little, rather for their heirs, than 

‘‘for the youngest of themselves. 
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“Tt is, however, quite useless for me to say any thing more on 
“‘the subject, which, after all, is in reality, Gentlemen, your own 
“affairs, and that of the Creditors, much more than mine. J have 
“done everything in my power to strengthen your hands, and to 
‘make the means of the case clear to all who have any interest in it. 
“If the Creditors will not stir in their own cause, or if you and they 
“cannot surmount the obstacle started by a few men, who have 
“really very little interest in the question, why so de i! but I 
“‘entreat the decision may not be suffered to remain in a state of 
“interminable uncertainty.” 

These Extracts contain nearly all I could now say on the same 
subject, and no change has taken place either in my opinions or 
in my intentions, since the Letters referred to were written. I am 
merely induced to defer carrying those intentions into operation, 
until the Trustees shall have the opportunity which they so earn- 

estly recommend me to allow them, for a further appeal to those 
Creditors who are still Dissentients; and I avail myself of the 
same opportunity, to offer to my Friends,—and to that portion of 
the Public to which my name and character may be known—~as 
well as to the Creditors, this final explanation of transactions and 
proceedings, in which, however unfortunate may be the result, 
and however vexatious may be the details, to me, or to others, yet I 

have at least the satisfaction to be conscious, that no blame can 

justly be imputed to myself; but, on the contrary, that the more 
publicly my conduct may be scrutinized, throughout scenes of no 
ordinary difficulty, the more conducive ought the proceedings to 
be, to the success of my future prospects in life. 

I remain, with due consideration, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Simon M‘GILLIVRAY 
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APPENDIX 

A 

Memorandum, No.1, submitted by S. M‘Gillivray to the Creditors 
of his House in December 1825. 

Tue cause, and the melancholy result of my late Brother’s last unfortunate 

voyage to England, are sufficiently known. He went to seek relief from disease 

and suffering, and he has found it—in the grave. Mr. Thain also had been in 

bad health for some time before his departure, and besides that Ais voyage was 

connected with important arrangements in business, it was recommended by his 

physicians, as the only probable means of his restoration to health. 
As a measure of necessity, upon their departure, J remained in Canada, and 

as a temporary substitute during the absence of Mr. Thain, J, for the first tsme, 
assumed the management of the concerns of the House in Montreal, with the 
details of which I had previously been very little acquainted. 

My Brother’s death, and Mr. Thain’s protracted absence, in consequence 
of illness, having mow left me to sustain alone the whole responsibility of these 

concerns, I have been endeavouring to investigate them; and I regret to be under 

the necessity of stating, that it is not in my power to produce any satisfactory 

result of my investigation. 

The accounts of some of the most extensive and complicated transactions in 

which the House has been engaged, and of which accounts Mr. Thain has had 
the sole charge, have been left much in arrear, and many of the documents 

necessary for their elucidation, are locked up amongst a mass of his private 

papers; whilst the accounts themselves, and the statements to which I have 
access, appear to me to be in such a state of confusion, that it seems scarcely 

possible for any other man, except Mr. Thain himself, to clear them up satis- 
factorily. 

My investigation, however, imperfect as it is, has sufficed to show, that not- 
withstanding very large sums of capital, which my arrangements have realized, 
and placed at the disposal of the House, within the last five years, yet that the 
engagements of the late Firm of M‘Tavish, M‘Gillivrays and Co. and those which 

have been entered into, for that concern, by the present Firm of M‘Gillivrays, 
Thain and Co. are still very heavy; whilst some of the means which ought to be 
available for the payment of these engagements, are, from the state of the ac- 

counts, involved in obscurity, and other means which are well known to me, as 
they are of my own providing, are yet not within my immediate reach; neither 

are they at once convertible into resources to provide for the payment of immedi- 

ate engagements. 
By my Brother’s last Will and Testament, executed a few days before his 

death, I am appointed his sole Executor, and sole Legatee and Devisee of all his 

Estate, real and personal; she object of which arrangement, was to enable me the 
more effectually to apply the whole of his property, if necessary, to the payment 

of these engagements of his House: but for this purpose, some time is necessarily 
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required. To obtain possession of the property, the forms of law must be ob- 
served, both in England and in Canada; and it would ill become an Executor, in 
whom so much confidence has been placed, and it might even be ultimately 

injurious to the interests of the Creditors themselves, to sacrifice such property 
without allowing a reasonable time for the realization of its fair value. 

Of the engagements of the House, a considerable portion consists of Promis- 

sory Notes, whereof several for large sums, are now nearly due; and under the 
circumstances in which I am placed, I do not feel myself justified in paying 
these notes, whilst there remains any uncertainty whether I could alike provide 
for other more remote engagements, and for the security of those Creditors who, 

on the faith of personal confidence, have placed their funds in the House at 
interest, and who would be the last to call for payment. 

My Jegal responsibility for a// these engagements is, unfortunately for my- 

self, unquestionable; nor do I seek to evade it; but in justice to my own character, 
I cannot assume the responsibility of the accounts in their present state; neither 

can I reconcile it to myself, to ask, as personal favours, or on the ground of 
personal confidence, the renewal of engagements which the House may not 
ultimately be able to pay; nor yet to pay off these large engagements, at the risk, 

for ought I can tell, of satisfying some Creditors to the prejudice of others. 
In justice therefore to all parties, and in the discharge of the unexpected and 

most painful duty which has devolved upon me, I see no alternative but to 
suspend the payments of the House, with a view to obtain time for the due 

investigation of the accounts, and for the advantageous conversion of the re- 
sources, and realizing of the property, by means of which I trust I may ultimately 
be enabled to make good all these engagements. 

Those Gentlemen to whom this paper is addressed, are therefore requested 

to attend a private meeting at M‘Gillivrays, Thain and Co.’s Compting-house, 

on Tuesday the 27th of December, at one, p.m. in order to take into consideration 
such measures as it may appear most advisable to adopt for the general benefice 
of the Creditors at large. 

(Signed) SIMON M‘GILLIVRAY. 

Montreal, December 1825. 

B 

Memorandum, No. 2, submitted by S. M‘Gillioray to the Creditors 

of his House, on the 27th December, 1825. 

Iw the notification submitted to the Creditors of M‘Tavish, M‘Gillivrays and 
Co., and M'‘Gillivrays, Thain and Co., I have alluded to the “very large sums of 
capital which my arrangements have realized “‘and placed at the disposal of the 

“House within the last five years.” And in order that this allusion may be 
properly understood, and the circumstances to which it refers, duly appreciated, 
I think it due to myself, in my present position, to offer a detailed explanation 
upon the subject. 

The embarrassment of our finances originated in the losses sustained, and the 
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expenses incurred, during the contest in which the North-West Company was 
for some years engaged with the Earl of Selkirk and the Hudson’s-Bay Company. 

It is not necessary to my present purpose to enter into any discussion of the 

merits of that contest, further than to refer to the fact, now admitted by all 

parties,—that the real odyect in dispute all along, was the possession of the Fur 
Trade, and that, throughout the contest, the struggle on the part of the North- 

West Company, was merely to maintain possession of what they actually held, 
and to resist the attempts made to deprive them thereof; whilst, on the part of 
their opponents, the object was to deprive the North-West Company of that 

possession, which these opponents argued, was an intrusion upon ¢herr lawful and 
exclusive rights. 

The merits of the question, as to legal rights, have never been decided; 

indeed it was found extremely difficult to bring them to any adjudication; and 

expensive competition in trade, and forcible seizures of property, appear to have 

been the means most relied on by the assailants, in the commencement of this 

contest. Itis not, however, my present purpose to refer to the scenes of violence, 

the accusations, and the recriminations which ensued; but merely to show the 

necessity under which the Partners of the Firm of M‘Tavish, M‘Gillivrays and Co, 

were peculiarly placed, to resist, by all means in their power, those attacks upon 

interests which they considered themselves lawfully authorized to defend. 
The whole capital of the House, together with a great deal of capital belonging 

to their friends, and which had been placed at interest in their hands, was all 
embarked in the trade of the North-West Company; and upon the success of that 

trade, and upon the security of the capital invested therein, did at all times depend 
the capability of the House to pay their engagements. Their resistance, therefore, 
of the powerful means brought into operation against them, was not only a 
necessary effort, on the principle of self-preservation, but was also the only means 

of preserving the interests of their Creditors. 

Such having been the nature, and such the objects of the contest in question, 
it follows, that the charges and expenses attending the same, were actually un- 

avoidable, whether the parties could afford them, or not; on the obvious principle 

of sacrificing @ part, for the preservation of the remainder; but as it is not my 
present object, further to justify either the contest, or the expenses which it 

caused, I shall merely refer to the actual circumstances under which it was 
brought to a conclusion. 

In the fall of the year 1820, the losses and expenses which had been incurred, 

had seriously impaired the means of sustaining a continuance of them; and as 

the weight of supplying these means fell chiefly, or I may with truth say, wholly 
upon me, since the resources of the House in Montreal always consisted of Bills 

of Exchange on London, which I was obliged to pay, my credst, which had pre- 
viously been rather heavily taxed, was now seriously endangered; and if it had 

not been maintained, the whole fabric of the North-West Company, with all the 

capital embarked in it, whether belonging to Partners or to Creditors, would at 
once have crumbled into ruin. 

This pressure on our finances was also far from being the whole of the difficulty 

in which the concern was placed. Many of our Partners in the North West, and 

24 
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almost all those at Montreal, were not only destitute of capital, but some had 

got deeply indebted to the House; and seeing no probability of sharing profits, 
by means of which to pay these debts, some became discouraged, and relaxed in 
their efforts for the common cause; others retired from the concern, in order to 
save their capital—which was done by almost all those of the North-West Partners 
who had realized any capital; some meditated a desertion of the cause, or rather, 
a change of sides in the contest; and by these Jast, delegates were sent to London, 

to open a negotiation with the Hudson’s-Bay Company; whilst some others, 
apparently reckless of consequences, seemed only anxious to obtain the means of 

indulgence for the present day, and to waste, in heedless extravagance, as much 

as possible, of property which did not belong to them. 

If it be asked, why Partners were permitted thus to squander the property 

of the concern, or of its Creditors? I will answer—/rst, for mysel/—that it was 

a matter into which I had neither time nor opportunity to inquire, and which it 

was not 1n my power to prevent. A man who, within the space of four years, 

crossed the Atlantic Ocean eight times,—voyaged to Lake Superior thrice, and 

once to the Red River,—upon whom devolved, at once, the duty of making the 
necessary arrangements, in times of extraordinary emergency, in that country, and 

of directing the conduct of legal proceedings, of no ordinary difficulty, in successive 

years, and terms, and in the different districts of Upper Canada—who was also 

the organ, in England, of making to His Majesty’s Government the representa- 

tions necessary for defending his friends and associates, and maintaining their 

and his own rights and character, against the power of high rank, abundant 

wealth, extensive influence, and very uncommon talent and ingenuity, which 

were all united against them, and exerted with extraordinary pertinacity, and 

unsparing inveteracy, to effect their absolute destruction,—and who, at the 

same time, had to provide the means of paying the expenses of al! these vexatious 

proceedings:-—! submit that it was scarcely possible for a man, with these various 

avocations upon his hands, to attend, at the same time, to cash disbursements 
and current expenses at Montreal. The amount of these expenses was sure to 

come upon me at the end of the year; and it was a sufficient duty for me, and I 

often found it no easy task, during my winter visit to London, to organize re- 

sources for the payment of demands during my absence; and during the whole 

continuance of the contest, with the exception of these occasional and very needful 
visits to London, I scarcely remained one month, in one place, at any one time. 

Fer my Brother, also, 1 beg to state, that, in some points, the contest bore 
more heavily on Ass time, on his person, and on his feelings, than even on my own; 

and the ordinary duties of superintending the details of general business, and of 

regulating current expenses at Montreal, devolved necessarily on other Partners; 

besides that, probably, the expenditure of individual Partners was less attended 
to in the midst of the bustle which prevailed, than it would have been under 

different circumstances. 
Before the commencement of this unfortunate contest, the concern had deen 

a profitable one. Large fortunes had formerly been made in the House; and, but 

for the competition of the Hudson’s-Bay Company and Lord Selkirk, it was not 

doubted that the trade would continue to yield large profits. The effects of the 
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impending contest were not duly appreciated; and the Partners had got too 
much into the habit of regulating their expenditure rather according to their own 

inclination and convenience, than to their actual income. 
My Brother was considered a man of fortune; and he had been, in fact, 

originally the only capitalist amongst us; but Ais Partners also, seemed impatient 
to figure in the character of men of fortune; and some of them, who had not 
brought a shilling of capital into the House, had scarcely got their names admitted 
into the Firm, when they at once launched into all sorts of expenses;—got married, 
—set up establishment,—and gave entertainments,—without considering 
whether or not they could afford the means, and without regarding the limits to 

demands on the funds of the House, which were fixed by our articles of agreement. 
It is not my wish unnecessarily to drag forward the names, or to stigmatize the 
conduct of individuals; but, on the other hand, the circumstances in which I am 
placed, preclude my suppression of the truth, in deference to the feelings of any 

individuals; and if my statement is questioned, | have only to say, let the facts be 

investigated. 
This system of extravagance became at last too serious to be overlooked, 

but it was not easy to interpose an effectual check, especially after things had 

gone a certain length; and those of us who were the most interested 1n interposing 

such check, were also the most occupied in the urgent and laborious duties con- 
nected with the contest, in which property, character, and personal feeling, were 

alike assailed, and alike to be defended; so that even the repression of the ex- 

travagance of Partners, came to be considered comparatively a secondary object. 
If it be said, that a// were alike interested in preventing the waste of the House’s 

means, I will answer, that at the time of which I speak, some Gentlemen had 
already drawn upon those means far beyond any share they could ever expect to 

derive from them; and when this system of extravagance was continued, in dis- 

regard alike of remonstrances, and of the repeated promises of the parties, as 
well as of the stipulations of our agreement; and when the peculiar situation of 

the House at the time, 1s taken into consideration, together with the danger at 

all times, of quarrelling with Partners, who have it in their power, if supplies are 

refused to them, to incur debts, which must be paid; it will be obvious that the 
case was one of some delicacy and difficulty. It was our misfortune to have too 
many of these Gentlemen Partners, supporting themselves and their familses, 

upon our means; whilst of those amongst us, who provided the capital, and who 

performed all the important duties of the concern, my Brother was generally 

separated from 41s family; and Mr. Thain and I myself refrained from contracting 

engagements, to burthen ourselves with families, which, in the case of our Part- 
ners, we had found to be at once a cause of increased expense, and an excuse for 

neglect of duty. 
It is however useless to pursue this subject; my present object being merely 

to show the circumstances in which the House was placed five years ago, and the 

consequent benefit which the Creditors have derived from my arrangements. 

It was under the circumstances which I have thus described—with reduced 

means, with a losing trade, and with credit in jeopardy—with disunion in our 
councils, and defection among our Partners, if not direct treachery in our camp— 
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with some Partners of our House not only useless, but burthensome to us, and 
whom we yet feared to cast off, because they had the power to injure us—it was 
under these almost desperate circumstances, that in the month of December 1820, 

TZ opened a negotiation with the Hudson’s-Bay Company, for a general arrange- 

ment upon a mew basis; which, with the co-operation of my friend Mr. Ellice, was 
in three months concluded, and which in course of the following summer, I carried 

into effect throughout the interior country. 

This arrangement has been a subject of much discussion, and amongst my 

Partners generally, of much discontent, which, if the case is fairly considered, 
will, I think, appear extremely unreasonable. It was effected just in time to 

save the whole concern from destruction; and our circumstances not being known 

to our opponents, and they also having their own reasons for wishing to terminate 

the contest, I obtained liberal, and even advantageous terms for all parties 

connected with the North-West Company, and yet not one was satisfied; and it 
even seemed as if those who had been the most anxious to abandon the ship, 

when they thought her sinking, was now fully entitled to participate in the 

salvage. 

The Partners of the North-West Company consisted of two classes: frst, 
those possessed of some capital, who had generally retired from the concern, as 

already mentioned, retaining, according to the agreement, a certain interest in 

the trade for a l:mited period, and leaving an adequate capital still at stake in 
the country; and secondly, the younger Partners, by whom the trade in the 

interior was actually conducted, in their respective wintering grounds, and who 

were generally indebted to the House at Montreal, for the capital furnished for 

their shares of the different outfits, as well as for advances made to them per- 
sonally. 

The arrangement with the Hudson’s-Bay Company, which was thus a subject 

of discontent amongst these Gentlemen, has in fact saved the whole of them from 
serious, and by any other means inevitable, loss of property, and many of them 

from absolute ruin. It preserved the shares and the privileges of those who 

remained in the Indian country, who under its provisions have become chief 
factors and chief traders of the Hudson’s-Bay Company, and who, if it had not 
been made, must have accepted any terms which the Hudson’s-Bay Company, as 

conquerors in the contest, would have deigned to accord to them; and it realized 
at once the value of the property of those who had retired; which property, con- 

sisting as it did, of trading goods and stores at the different posts and stations 
occupied by the Company, from the Gulph of Saint Lawrence to the Pacific 

Ocean, it would have been extremely difficult to realize any value for, by any 

other means; and if the North-West Company had been compelled to give up 

the contest, or if the means of maintaining it had not been provided, it is certain 
that no value for this property would ever have been realized. 

The realization of this property appeared to me to be a very important 
object, and ] considered it peculiarly important and beneficial to those Gentlemen 

to whom I have last alluded; the greater number of whom, however, instead of 

being pleased or satisfied, actually complained, as if I had done them an injury, 
instead of a benefit; because, in addition to the preservation of their property, I 

had not created a fund to repay their past losses and expenses. 
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The object most material to my present purpose, however, is to point out, that 
in thus realizing the value of she inventories, for account of those Partners who 
were indebted to the House, 1 so far converted into tangible means, for the benefit 
of the Creditors, debts which previously were scarce worth the paper upon which 
they were recorded; and the whole amount from those inventories so brought into 

the funds of the House, was three-fourths of 164,000/. or a sum of 123,000/. 
sterling. 

This sum of 164,000/. and an equal sum, brought in by the Hudson’s-Bay 

Company, was to form the Capital for carrying on the Fur Trade under the new 

arrangement; and it was agreed that one moiety of the 164,000/. should be sup- 

plied by my Brother and myself; in return for which, we were to hold certain 

shares in the trade. I was not at the time aware of the agreements of the House 

in Montreal, and in the distribution amongst the Partners thereof, of the shares 
so acquired under the new arrangement, | certainly meant to be generous; 1 now 

find to my cost, I was profuse; and still the case was the same as with the Partners 
of the North-West Company—not one was satisfied. For my Brother and myself 
I retained only of present interest, two shares and a half, as a compensation for 

the commissions which I had relinquished in London; and during the lives of both 

of us, two-thirds of eight shares, and one moiety of the same eight shares to the 

survivor; so that all to which the surosoor would now be entitled, under that 
arrangement, would consist of six shares and a half of present interest, and a 

contingent interest in two shares and a half, upon which the dividends were to 

be retained in trust for certain purposes by the Hudson’s-Bay Company. I also 

retained a reversionary interest in one moiety of all the shares acquired under 

the arrangement for Capitalists, distinct from the wintering or trading shares; 

but in consideration of providing one moiety of capital, and for the space of 
fourteen years, eight shares were given to certain Gentlemen, merely because 
they had been our Partners—who had no legal claim on us, beyond the termina- 

tion of our Partnership in November 1822—of whom no capital was required, and, 

with the exception of Mr. Thain, no duty; and yet who all, with the same excep- 

tion, appeared to be almost alike dissatisfied. It may, however, be satisfactory 

to the Creditors to know, that I consider nearly the whole, if not quite the whole, 

of these shares, still liable for the engagements of the House, and that I shall 

probably be enabled to retain them for the benefit of the Creditors; though I could 
not perhaps have done so for my Brother or myself. These shares have been 

valued at 5000/. sterling each, and I think they may be disposed of for that sum. 

By a subsequent arrangement with the Hudson’s-Bay Company, which, in 

conjunction with Mr. Ellice, I] succeeded in effecting in the summer of 1824, and 

which is even more important and beneficial to the Creditors than the former one, 
I surrendered and assigned to the Hudson’s-Bay Company our whole Capital, 

the moiety of 164,000/., and the whole of my Brother’s and my own shares and 

interest in the trade, present, reversionary, and contingent, and received in return 

a certain sum of Hudson’ s- Bay Stock, which is a saleable and transferable corporate 

security, convertible into money, and by which arrangement, if time shall be 
allowed to realize the stock at its full value, I have, at the sacrifice of the prospect 
of a large reversionary fortune to myself, brought into the funds now applicable 

to the payment of the engagements of the House, the whole value of the capital 
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90 given in, say 82,000/., and a further sum of clear profit, exceeding 100,000/. 
sterling. 

This personal sacrifice of my reversionary interest, for the sake of immediate 

resources, I made, in consideration of my Brother’s situation and feelings, though 

without his knowledge; for he was at the time in Canada, and did not even know 
the particulars of our negotiation. 

I was also influenced, by having discovered, or rather, by having cause to 

suspect, that the engagements of the House in Montreal were larger than I had 
previously anticipated; although, even shen, I had no doubt whatever of being 

enabled, by means of this last arrangement, at once to pay off all these engage- 
ments, which there was a manifest object in doing, because, in Canada, we paid 
interest at the rate of 6 per cent., while in England we received only 5 or 4. 

It was publicly declared by me, both in London and in Canada, that the 
chief object of my voyage to America, in the beginning of the present year, was 

to settle all these engagements, and to bring all my concerns in this Province to 
a final close. It is of no use here to dwell upon my disappointment, and dismay, 

at finding these engagements so heavy, that all the means I had procured, by my 

arrangements and sacrifices, may possibly be insufficient for that purpose. My 

object is, neither to excite, nor to make any appeal to, sympathy or compassion; 
but merely as a matter of fact, to show the Creditors of the House, how much 
they have benefitted, by exertions on my part, which, it is now possible, may have 
Kittle, if any surplus, to myse/f, but which, I submit, ought, at least, to give me 
some claim to their confidence and consideration. 

Let it not be imputed to egotism, that I speak in the first personal singular, 
for I am perfectly entitled so todo. In these arrangements I had neither auth- 

ority, nor instructions, nor assistance, from the North-West Company, or from 

M'‘Tavish, M‘Gillivrays and Co., nor did I act on the behalf, or as the Repre- 
sentative, of either concern. I negotiated arrangements, and, as the Deeds will 

show, I executed Deeds, in my own name and right, and on my own responsibility; 

and when I executed the agreement with the Hudson’s-Bay Company, I had not 

even a Power of Attorney from my Brother; although for Aim I had entered into 

stipulations; and the Company had no security beyond my personal engagement, 

that the arrangement should be carried into effect. I had, indeed, a moral 

confidence, that whatever I did, my Brother would support; and that our united 

influence would carry through any measure, which was right in itself; and neither 
in this, nor in any other point, did he ever deceive or disappoint me; but in 

justice to myself, 1 must declare, the arrangements were mine, and Ae merely 
aided me in carrying them into effect. 

As to matters of separate personal interest, such as the division, betwixt our- 

selves, of the benefits thus acquired—the point never was made a subject of dis- 

cussion. Our mutual object, and that for which each was at all times ready to 
make every sacrifice, was to maintain the character of the concern, and to support 

the credit of the House. Neither of us had any doubt as to the ultimate possession 

of a large fortune, between us; and every thing belonging to either of us, was 

considered so much in the light of common property, that we thought verv little 
about the ultimate distribution of it. In my arrangements with third parties, I 


