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PREFACE.

In 1858, the present writer published a small
volume, entitled ¢ British Columbia amnd Van-
couver Island,” in which he attempted to present to
English readers a full and accurate account of the
new colony, so far as the knowledge obtained in
respect to its prospects and resources up to that time
would allow. In the course of the last four or five

~ years, however, information on British Columbia

bhas been steadily accumulating, and the avidity
with which this has been received, shows unmis-
takeably the growing interest felt by the British
public on the subject. This abundance of fresh
knowledge, dispersed as it is through the columns
of the press, and in official and private letters,
imperatively calls for publication in a oolleotive
shape, and it has prompted the writer #o reject the

. motion of bringing out a merely revised edition of

his former work, and to adopt the safer plan of
recasting his materials, embodying therewith &
carefully digested selection of all the reliable im-
telligence that has hitherto reached us: so thas,
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in fact, the present volume may be regarded as
virtually a new book.

Prosperous as has been the growth of the eolony
gince its establishment in 1858, it is more particu-
larly withiu the last few months—in fact, since the
discovery of the GREAT GoLp Firps or CariBoo,
that public attention has been drawn to this
quarigr. So alluring have been the accounts fur-
nished by returned diggers and others, of the almost
fabulous gains that have rapidly rewarded their

" tail, in this new auriferous region, that a stream of

immigration has poured in, not only from our own
country and its dependencies, but from China, Cali.
fornia, and other parts of the world.

The mineral wealth of this highly favoured land
is unquestionable : not only has it been found to
be the richest of gold-producing countries yet ex=
plored, but it contains treasures of almost equal
value in its vast ooal fields. This latter source
of wealth and of commercial and industrial develop-
ment promises indeed to raise the colony eventually
to the highest pitch of prosperity. Victoria, the
capital of Vancouver Island, may therefore fairly
hope one day to become the Liverpool of the Pacific
Qocean.

British Columbia has, however, attractions for
other immigrdnts besides miners and diggers. Owing
to its salubrious climate, the fertility of the soil, and
the abundance of its rivers, it is evidently destined
to become, as its population increases, a great agri-
sultural distriot ; and there can be no doubt that from
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this fortunate combination of advantages, farmers
would find there a lucrative field for their labours.
In preof of this opinion it may be stated, on good
authority, that the colony has ?lost this year full
100,0007. simply through the want of agricultural
development.”

. The facilities of transit have latterly been con-
giderably increased, and will be found detailed in
this work, as well as every other kind of information
kkely to be uwseful, or to interest the intending’
emigrant ; and we may predict that from the thou-
sands now wending their way to British Columbisa,
the day is not very far distant when the completion
of the projected Inter-Colonial Railway will vastly
swell the tide of immigration, and accelerate the
development of England’s newest, and probably her
most valuable dependency.

The map which accompaniea the volume has been
made as complete as possible, and includes all the
Iatest discoveries.

W. C. H.

4, Powis Prace, W.C,,
April 20th, 1862.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

CHAPTER I

Geography of British Columbia—First Discovery of the Coast
by the 'Spaniards—Hernando Cortez—Earliest Operations
of the English on the Coast—Voyage of Drake—Later Dis-
coveries—Voyages of Cook and others—Discoveries of the
Fur-Traders—Voyages of Berkeley and Vancouver.

' BririsE CorLuMBiA (formerly known as New Cale-
donia) comprises “all such territories within the
dominions of Her Majesty, as are bounded to the
south by the frontier of the United States of Ame-
rica, to the east by the main chain of the Rocky
Mountains, to the north by Simpson’s River and
"the Finlay branch of the Peace River, and to the
west by the Pacific Ooean.” It also includes
Queen Charlotte’s Islands, and all other islands
‘adjacent to these territories, with the exception,
until otherwise provided by the Queen in Council,
of Vanoouver Island.

The region thus described in the Statute 21 and
22 of the Queen, cap. 99, s 1, is the New Cale-
donia which, as a district of the Columbia Depart-

B
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ment of the Hudson’s Bay territories, was classed
by that Company among their richest possessions.
While it was in their hands, it extended much
farther south ; at present, under the treaty of 1846,
its moutbern limit is at paralel 49° N, while its
northern boundary runs in about parallel 55°. It
is about 420 miles long in a straight line; its
average breadth is about 250 to 300 miles. Mea-
sured from corner to corner, its greatest length,
however, is 805 miles, anl its greatest breadth 400
miles. Mr. Arrowsmith computes its area, includ-
ing Queen Charlotte's Islands, at somewhat more
tlan 200,000 square miles. The denomination of
New Caledonia dates no earlier than the time of
Captain Cook ; by Vancouver the coast between
parallels 45° and 50° was called New Georgia, and
1hat between 50° and §4° New Hanover. In 1806,
the North-West Company formed the first settlement
in this district ever made by British subjects, on a
small lake called, after the persen by whom the ex-
pedition was headed, Fraser's Lake, and since that
time British traders have applied the designation
New Caledonia to the whole region extending from
48° to 66° 30, between the Rooky Mountains and
the sea.

These mountains, which are also known as ths
Stony, and, more southerly, as the Oregon Moun- -
tains, form part of a lofty chain, which divides
North-Western America from the other portions of
the continent, ranning coutinuoumsly in & north-
west direction, from the Mexican Andes to the
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shores of the Arctic Ocoan. Between this great
ohain and the Pacific an ample territory lies, of
which the main breadth is loosely caloulated at 500
miles. The northern portion, terminating at 54°
40’ N., belongs, under treaties between Russia dnd
the United States of America in 1824, and between
Ruseia and Great Britain in the following year, to
Russia ; the next portion, reaching a line drawn east
from the Gulf of Georgia south of Frazer’s River
in parallel 49° to the Rocky Mountains, belongs,
under the treaty of 1846, between the United
States and Great Britain, to the latter Power ;
the remainder, 8o far as the Mexican frontier, has
been absorbed by the United States. In the nego-
tiations which ensued upon the seizure of British
vessels in Nootka Sound, and terminated in the
Convention of the Esourial, the Spanish Government
designated this territory ¢ the Ooast of California,
in the SBouth Sea ;” but it has more recently been
known as the Oregon or Columbin River Territory.

There is no doubt that the earliest pioneers on
these coasts were the Spaniards. The Pacific Ocean
wes discovered by Vasco Nunez de Balboa in the year
1518 ; Magelan's Strait, by Fernando Magalhaens,
in 1520. In the earlier part of 1532 the most
northerly point on the Western coast of America
oocupied by the Bpawiards was Culiacan, at the
emtrance of the Gulf of California ; beyond this
$own, toward the North and West, the lands and seas
of Worth-Western America were wholly unexplored.

An expedition made by order of Cortez, under

B2
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the command of Mendoza and Mazuels, in 1532,
produced no result; but a second, under Grijalva
and Becerrs, in 1533, discovered California, of which
peninsula Cortez, on the 3rd May, 1535, took pos-
session in the name of the King of Spain. The last
expedition despatched by Cortez was under the
command of Francesco de Ulloa, who sailed from
Acapulco on the 8th July, 1639 ; and who, having
first surveyed the shores of the Gulf of California,
and having thus ascertained that California was not
an island, proceeded northward, according to Herrera,
so far as the 28th parallel, and was lost. Other
writers, on the contrary, allege that Ulloa reached
the 30th degree, and then returned safely to Mexieo.

A maritime expedition despatched by Antonio
de Mendoza, in 1540, resulted in the discovery of
the Colorado River, and in the same year a region
identified by Mr. Greenhow as the beautiful distriet
now called Sonora, was acquired for the King of
Spain by an exploring force sent by Mendoza in that
direction, for the purpose of discovery and conquest.
The name is said to be a corruption of Sendra, by the
Spanish commander Coronado, in honour of the
Viceroy, who bore as a portion of his arms an image
of Nuestra Senora de Buena Guis, “Our Lady of
Safe Conduct.”

In June, 1542, two vessels started under Juan
Cabrillo from the port of Navidad in Xalisco. Ca-
brillo examined the coast of California as far north
as 37° 10/, when Le was driven back by a storm to:
the island of San Bernardo, where he died. His

N,
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pilot, Ferrelo, continued his course northward.
Respecting the point which he succeeded in reach-
ing, there is some difference of opinion. Greenhow
contends that he proceeded as far as the present
Cape Mondocino; while others, and Humboldt
among them, say that he discovered Cape Blanco in
43°.  Cupe Blanco afterward changed its name to
Cape Orford.

These explorations had been made by the Spa-
niards by virtue of the papal bull, conferring on
Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain and their succes-
soms all the New World to the west of a meridian
line drawn a hundred leagues west of the Azores,
4he other portion having been conferred by the
Holy Father on the Portuguese. When England
.wenounced her allegiance to Rome, she repudiated
also the validity of this preposterous concession, and
. asserted the right of Englishmen to navigate any
part of the ocean, to settle in any country not
,occupied by another Christian nation, and to trade
with any customers who desired to trade with
them, ‘

. In accordance with this policy, Sir Francis
Dneke, sailing from Plymouth on the 13th Decem-
. bet, 1577, with only five vessels, carried three of
these safely through the Straite of Magellan. A
storm then dispersed the little squadron, and Drake
was left with only one schooner of 100 tons and
about sixty men, to prosecute his enterprise against
-, the whole power of Spain on the western coast of
. America. The bold navigator persevered, however,
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and realized immense booty. In the spring of
1579, apprehending that the Spaniards would: in-

- tercept him if he should attempt to return through
Magellan’s Straits, he resolved to aeek a north-east-
erly passage from the Pacific to the Atlantic, by the
Btraits of Anian, which, diseovered by Gaspar Core
tereal, a Portuguese, in 1499, were long supposed to
connect the two oceans, and to be the north-west-
erly passage so much desired by European naviga-
tors. The most generally reosived opinion now is,
that the Straits of Anian are idemtical with Hud-
aon's Strait, leading, not from the Atlantio to the
Pacifio, but merely into. Hudson's Bay.

Setting aside tlie question whether Drake found:
New Georgia, or appreached Fuca’s Streits, it is
indisputable that he discovered and appropriated, as
English territory, the region extending- along the-
ooast, between latitude 43° and 48° ; and bastowed.
upon it the name of New 4lhion..

In 1776, Parliament. offered a neward of £20,000.
to the discoverer of any practicable passage by ses
between the Atlantio and the Pacific oceans, in. any
direction or parallel of the morthern hemisphere
north of the 62nd degres of latituda. Captain
Cook, who had lately retmrned from his secomd.
voyage of circumnavigation, offered to condust this:
mission of discovery; and twa vessels wens placed.
under his command: for the purpoee..

The instruetions given to Cook were to proaesd
by way. of the Cape of Good Hope, New Zealand,
and Otaheite, to the coast of New Albion ; there
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be was to put into the first convenient pert to eb-
tain wood, water, snd refreshmenta, and thenee to
proceed northward along the coast to the Istitmde
of 65 degrees, where he waa to begin his search for
“suoh rivezs or inlets as might appear to be of con~
siderable extent, and pointing toward Hudson's ox
Baffin'a Bay, should he find a passage of that de-
ssxiption.”

Cook seiled from Plymouth on the 12th of July,
1776, in the Resclusion, followed by the Discovery,
" under Captain Charles Clarke, who joined him at
the Cape of Good Hape.. They arrived in sight of
the north-wesbern. coest of America on the 7th
Maxch, 1778, near 44°, about two hundred miles
morth of Cape Mendooine. For saveral days, Coak
‘was. prevented from advancing nosthward by ean-
trery winds, which foraed him one hundred miles in.
#he oppoeite course ; but he was ultimately enabled
to examine partially a large extent of coast, and to
determine with greater accuracy than had been
hitherto attempted the longitude of that part ef
America. The weather at length permitting, he
took the desired direction ; and running rapidly
northward, at some distance from the land, he was
on the 22nd March opposite a projecting point of
the centinent, o little beyond the 48th parallel, to
which he gave the name of Cape Flattery, in token
of the improvement in his prospects.

The navigabors then sailed: mrth-westmd,
deubled a projection of the land, named by them
Point Breakers, from the viclencs: of the sarf brealk-
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ing on it, and found immediately beyond & spacious
bay, opening into the Pacific, in the latitude of 494
degrees. Into this bay they sailed, and anchored
on its northern side, at the distance of ten miles
from the sea, in a safe and commodious harbour,
which they called Friendly Cove.

From the number of articles -of iron and brass
found among these people, one of whom had more-
over two silver spoons of Spanish manufacture
hanging round his neck as ornaments—from their
manifesting no surprise at the sight of his ships, and
not being startled at the report of his guns, and
from the strong inclination to trade exhibited
by them, Cook was at first inclined to suppose that
the place had been visited by vessels of civilized
nations before his arrival. He, however, became
convinced by his inquiries and observations during
his stay that this was by no means probable. The
iron and brass wight, be conceived, have been
brought from Canada or Hudson's Bay, and the
silver spoons from Mexico; and he imputed the
indifference of the natives respecting the ships to
their patural indolence of temper and want of
ouriosity.

On his arrival in this bay Cook hed chmtened
it “ King George’s Sound ;’ but aflerwards he
found that it was called N ootka by the natives, by
which name it has accordingly ever since been
known. The bay is situated on the south-western
side of Vancouver Island, which was, till 1770,
supposed to be part of the American continent ;
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and it communicates with the Pacific by two open-
nigs, the more southerly of which, the only one.
affording a passage for large vessels, lies under the.
parallel of 49° 33'.

On the 1st of May, Oook saw the land about the
56th parallel ; and on the following day he passed
under 57° near the beautiful conical mountain,
known since Bodega’s time (1775) as Mount San
Jaeinto. The name of the peak was changed to
Mount Edgecumb by Cook, who also gave the name
of Bay of the Islands to the Port Remedios of the
Spaniards on its northern side.

After leaving these places, the English observed
a wide opening on the east, called by them Cross
Sound, and beyond it a very high mountain, which
they denominsted Mount Fairweather. The latter
was gituated near the 59th parallel, and they had
oonsequently advanced farther north than the
Spaniards or any other navigators had prooeeded
from the south along that coast, and were entering
upon the theatre of Russian enterprise. Although
Spanish navigators may have seen portions of the
ooast of North America between the limits of 43°
and 55° prior to his visit, their observations had been
téo cursory and vague to lead to any practical result ;
and to Cook belongs, beyond doubt, the credit of
having first ascertained the true extent of the
American and Asistic continents, and their proxi-.
mity to each other. .

On the return of the expedition to England
(October, 1780), it became known that there was
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abundanoce of animals with fine furs on the north-
west coast of America, and that there was a large
opening for the far trade in China ; for the ships,.
on their retarn to England after the deaths of Cook
and Clarke, had put into Canton, and found a
ready market for the skins colleeted by the arews,
to the amount of 10,000 dollars. The Russians had:
promptly availed themselves of information on. the
subject acquired from Captain King, and an asso-
ciation was formed among the fur merchants. of
Siberia and Kamtachatka to open a trade with the.
shores of the American continent. By this asso-
ciation various trading posts were established in
1783, between Elinska and Prinoce William’s Sound ;
and in 1788 other Russian settlements had extended:
themselves as far as Admivalsy Bay, at the foot of
Mount Eliss. Sinee thattime the Russian frontiew
has advanced to the coast of Queen Charlotbe’s.
Sound.

The publieation, however, of the jourmals of
" Cook’s expedition in 1784-5- brought other Powess
into these seas. La Perouse, on leaving his country
for the Pacific in 1785, was specially instructed “tn
explore the parts of the nerth-west coasts of Ameriaw.
which had not been exmmined by Cook, and of
which the Russian accounts farnished no idee, im
order to obtain information respecting the far trade,
and also to learn whether in those unknown parta
some river or internal sea might not be found com-
municating with Hudson’s Bay or Baffin’s Bay.”
But the geography of North-Western: Ameriea.



STRAIT QX JUAN DE FPUCA. 11

gained little by this movement ; for of the three
months passed by La Perouse om the ocast, one-
third was spent. at anehor in a bay at the foot of
Mount Fairweather, and the vemainder in viait~
ing varions points of the csest as far seuth ss
Monterey.
. It is remarkable that Coek, though he made
diligent search for the Strait.of Fues, was nob suc-
asesful in discovering ik, and thas that homowr wea
reserved for Berkeley. The Sirait of Juan de Fucs,
through which that navigator himself was. belisved
in Cook’s time to have sailed from the Pagific inter
the Atlamtie, in 1592,bas an average width ef
eleven miles, and runs from the Pacific inte the Gulf
of Georgia. It is, says Pemberton, foea from sunken
rocks ox sheals ; ids dinestien is, eastward for about.
seventy miles ta ite junction with the channela
whieh lead by a northerly course into the Gulf of
Georgia, which separates Vanoouver's Island. feasm
the comtiment. “The approach,” continnes the
same writar, “is safe for all descriptions of ves-
sels, being linble to. no ether dangers than those
incidental to gales from the 8.1., which, with cen-
siderable intervals of tranquil weather,are in winhen
wot. uncammon, and te fogs, ar rather dense smake,.
arising from foresta om fire in antumn ; altheagh
in the latter case soundings are a safeguard, and
good anchorage can generally he found within a
mile of either shore.”

“The facility of entering and navigating this
sixait has beem greatly increased by the: erection of
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lighthouses on the south shore by the United States
Government, and on the north by the British. That
at Cape Flattery stands 162 feet above the sea, and
in clear weather the light can be seen distinctly 20
miles off. New Dungeness is 100 feet high, and
has a fog-bell attached to the lighthouse.”

When Cook’s journals were given to the world,
the British trade in the Pacific was divided between
two great corporate bodies, each of which possessed
peculiar and exclusive privileges, secured by Act of
Parliament. Thus, no British subjects, except those
in the service or bearing the licence of the South
Sea Company, were in a position to make expedi-
tions for trade or fishery, by way of Cape Horn or
Magellan’s Straits, to any part of the western coast
of America, or the.seas and islands within three
hundred loagues of it: while no British sub-
Jjects, not employed or licensed by the East India
Oompany, oould proceed for either of those purposes
around the Cape of Good Hope to any seas or lands
east of that point, between it and Magellan's Straits ;
with the provision, however, that the privileges con-
ferred on the East India Company should not be -
considered as interfering with those .previously
granted to the other association. All British vessels
found trading or fishing contrary to the Acts by
which these privileges were conferred, became liable
to confiscation, and the persons directing such ex-
peditions exposed themselves to the risk of heavy
penalties.

The next discoveries worthy of note made after
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Cook’s voyage were those of Captains Portlock
and Dixon, in the service of the King George's
Sound Company, which aimed at-monopolizing the
trade between the North Pacific coasts and China.
Portlock and Dixon left England in August, 1785,
and reached Cook’s River in July, 1786. Dixon
claimed the discovery of the land between the 54th
and 52nd degrees of latitude, on the ground that it
had not been seen by Cook, though it is specially
marked on the chart of that navigator as found by
the Spaniards in 1775; and having become con-
vinced from the reports of the natives that this
land was separated from the American continent
by water, he bestowed on it the name of Queen
Charlotte's Tslands, and on the passage immediately
north of it that of Dizon's Entrance.

In the year subsequent to this expedition, Cap-
tain Duncan, commanding the Princess Royal, ascer-
tained the already assumed separation of Queen
Charlotte’s Islands from the mainland, and dis-
covered the group now known as the Princess
Royals Archipelago.

In 1788, Meares, in the Felice, aocompanied by
Captain Douglas in the Iphigenia, continued his
examination as far north as latitude 49° 37/, after
which he retraced his progress, and on reaching the
Strait of Juan de Fuca, took possession of it, with
the usual ceremonies, in the name of the King of
Great Britain.

In 1787, Captain Berkeley, commanding & vessel
called the Imperial Eagle, discovered immediately
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north of Cape Flattery, between 48° and 49°, &
broad arm of the .sea, stretching eastward from the
Pacific. To this passage Captain Meares in the
following year gave the appellation of Fuca’s Straits,
in eommemoration of the old Greek pilot, whose
story is so well known. Berkeley did not, how-
ever, explore-the passage.

The United States now began to engage actively
in the trade of the North Pacific, and the voyages
made on this account were the origin of the Oregon
question, which led to the Treaty of 1846. In
1789, an American trader, named Gray, sailed
rourd the islands now named Queen Charlotte’s, and
gave them the name ‘of his sloop, Washingtor; he
afterwards entered the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and
sailed in it east-south-east for fifty miles. Im 1790,
the Spaniards having previeusly taken poasession of
Nootka and the coest gemerully, two vessels, the
Discovery and the Chathom, under the command of
Captain Vancouver and Lieutenant Broughton, were
despatched on the authority of a conventien with
the Spaniards, to receive the ceasion of the territory
from their officers in the Pacific, although, in point
of faot, the cession was not finally made till March,
1785. Prior to their arrival on the coast in 1793,
the Spaniards had mpade progress in ascertaining the
character of the Btrait of Juan de Fuca; one of
their officers, Lieutenant Quimper, having, in 1791,
proceeded to its eastern limit, and ascertained the
position of the principal openings of the coast in
that direction, though it does mot appear that he
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entered them. In .the autumn of the same year
Captain Gray, in the Columbia, visited the more
northern coaste, and explored a canal in latitude
54° 33, which is supposed to have beem that
afterwards named by Vanceuver, Portland Canal ;
in the spring, he discovered Bullfinches’ ar Gray's
Harbour, between the Btrait of Fuoa and Co-
Jambis River, in latitwde 46° 568, and the day
following entered the mouth of that river, and sailed
up it about ten miles, from whenoe he prooceeded in
bosts fifteen miles further, and after some delay
succeeded in his endeavour to get to ssa. He gave
it the name it now besrs,

On the 1st of May, 1792, Vancouver and Brough-
‘on left Cape Flattery, and sailed slowly along the
coast in an easterly direction abont a hundred aniles,
until, reaching the extreme point to which it ex-
tended eastward, they entered the harbour, already
known as Port Quadra, to which they gave the new
name of Port Discovery. At ashort distanoe beyond
Port Discovary, the navigators found another open-
ing in the coast toward the south, corresponding to
Quimper’s Canal de Canmano, through which they
entered an extensive arm of the sea with several
bramches, stretohing in various southerly directions.
On this arm they bestowed the name -of 4dm:-
ralty Inlet; its western branch was called Hood's
Canal; its eastern, Possesston Sound : while the
southern received the appellation of Puget’s Sound ;
and all having undergome a minute survey, the
awvigalors were in a positien to ‘deny the possi-
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bility of reaching the ocontinent through these
channels.

After this examination of the coast in an easterly
direction, the navigators proceeded to take posses-
sion, in the name of the King of England, of all
that part of New Albion, from 39° 20’ south lati-
tude, and 236° 26’ east longitude, to the entrance
of the inlet, supposed to be the Strait of Juan de
Fuca, as also of all the ooasts, islands, &c., within
the said strait, and on both its shores; and this
territory they christened in honour of his Majesty,
New Georgia.

On their return to the Strait of Fucs, Vancouver
and Broughton proceeded through one of the tnter-
insular channels opening into that strait nearly
opposite Admiralty Inlet, into a long and wide
gulf, having its course in a north-westerly direction ;
and pursuing their way for a few days toward the
close of the same month, they fell in with the
Spaniards, who had sailed from Nootka, on the
very day (June 4) on which the English were
entering into occupation of New Georgia. It was
during the three weeks that the two expeditions
remained in company that the shores of the newly
explored gulf, of which we have spoken as opening
into the Strait of Fuca opposite Admiralty Inlet,
were surveyed by Vancouver and his associates.
The discovery received from Vancouver the name
of the Gulf of Georgia. This gulf was found to ex-
tend north-westward as far as 50°; but the leading
result of their explorations had been to enforce the
conviction that no such passage existed.
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The Spaniards, who had separated from Van-
couver and Broughton, arrived at Nootka on the
4th Beptember. Having carefully compared their
charts exhibiting the resul of their respective
voyages through the Strait of Fuca, the British
commander came to an understanding with Quadra,
that the island, which was divided from the conti-
nent by that channel, should henceforth bear the
name of the Jsland of Quadra and Vancouver. But
it is now known as Vancower Island.
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-CHAPTER II.

Fuoa's Strait—Mackenxie’s Voynge (1788)—Framer’s Voyage
(1806)—Description of the Lake Scenery of British Colum-
bia—Rivers—Climate— Native Population—Language of
the Natives—Religion — Canoes — Houses, &c.—Agricul-
tural Resources of British Columbia—Fisheries—Game,
Wild Animals, &o.—Currency of the District.

THE coast of North-Western America, north of the
Columbia or Oregon River, is everywhere pene-
trated by inlets and bays, and along it are thou-
sands of islands, many of them extensive, lying
singly or in groups, separated from each other and
from the continent by narrow intricate channels.
The entire length of this coast is, as already ob-
served, bordered by the Rocky Mountains, which,
having their northern extremity in the Arctic
Ocean, lat. 70° N., long. 140° W., run nearly
S.8.E, parallel with the coast, sending out, at
different places, spurs and buttresses, and dividing
the rivers that flow into the Atlantic from those
that flow into the Pacific. '

Mount Browne, 16,000, and Mount Hooker,
15,700 feet high, are two of the loftiest peaks of
these mountains.
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The range of intermediate hills between the
Rocky Mountains and the sea is called the Cascade
Range. .

JFrom Protection Island, says Vancouver, com-
mences the maritime importance of the territory,
with as fine a harbour as any in the world. In
addition to the roadstead, which, protected by the
island before named, affords secure anchorage im
deep water without rock or shoal, the harbowr
iteelf extends above nine miles inland in & partly
winding direction north and south, with an average
width of something less than two miles, shoaling
from thirty-six fathoms at one-half its length, to
twenty-eight and three-quarters, and thence grada-
ally to seven at its extremity, where it receives the
waters of a considerable stream.

The northern arm of the strails commences in
an archipelago of small islands, well wooded amd
fertile, but generally without water. In one of
them, however, Vancouver found good anchorage,
though exposed to the south, having wood, water,
and every necessary; this he named Strawberry
Cove, from that fruit having been found there in
great plenty ; and the island, from the trees which
covered it, Cypress Island. About this part the
ocontinental shoe is high and rocky, though covered
with wood; and it may be remarked generally,
that the northern shore of the gulf becomes more
rocky and sterile, showing gradually a less and less
variety of trees, until those of the pine tribe alens
are found. Above the Archipelago the straits

c2
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widen, swelling out to the east in a double bay,
affording good anchorage, beyond which the shores
become low and sandy, and a wide bank of sand
extends along them about one or two miles, closely
approaching the opposite side of the gulf, leaving a
narrow but clear channel. This bank affording
large sturgeon, was named by Vancouver after that
fish ; and keeping to the south round it, he did not
observe that here the gulf receives the waters of
Frazer's River from the north.

In this part of the gulf in the mounth of June
Vancouver saw a great number of whales. The
peculiar feature of this continental shore lies in the
long narrow channels of deep water, which wind
circuitously round the base of its rocky mountains.
Towards the north-west they get longer and more
intricate ; the gulf becomes contracted and blocked
up with islands, and the shore rises abruptly, in
high black perpendicular rocks, wearing on the
whole so barren and dreary an aspect that this part
of the gulf obtained the name of Desolation’
Sound.

This region is described, however, as highly ro-
mantic in character, cleft by deep dells and ravines,
down which torrents rush with foam and thunder ;
by high rocks of every variety of fantastic shape ; and
above all, by snow-covered mountains of massive
grandeur ; while fir-trees, proceeding from every cre-
vice, clothe with dark verdure their rocky and pre-
cipitous sides. One of the most remarkable features
of the northern shore of the gulf is the small salt-
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water lakes, between which and the sea there runs

& narrow ledge of rock, having a depth over it of
four feet at high water, and some of which, branch-

ing off in several directions, serve to water the sur-.
rounding country. In this district are found hot

springs, and mauny other evidences of former con-

vulsions of nature.

In 1789, Mr., afterwards Sir, A. Mackenzie un-
dertook the task of examining the country north of
the extreme point then occupied by the fur-traders,
in order to discover a passage by sea from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. Departing from Fort Chip-
pewayan, he proceeded above Hearne River, through
Hearne Lake, entered a river, until this time un-
known to Europeans, except by report, which has
been called by his name, Mackenzie River; and
following its course, reached its mouth, in lat. 69°,
at the end of July. Having thus established the
fact of the continuation westward of that northern
ocean which Hearne had, in 1771, discovered more
to the eastward, he returned home.

Mackenzie's second expedition, more directly
affecting the region now under consideration, com-
menced in October, 1792, when, leaving Fort Chip-
pewayan, he ascended the Peace, or as the Indians
call it, Unijah River, for upwards of 200 miles, to a
point in latitude 56° 9, where he built a log-house
and spent the winter. Departing thence on the
9th May, 1793, he proceeded up the river, and in
June reached its source. This he found in a small
lake situated in a deep suowy valley, embosomed in
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woody mountains. The lake is about two miles in
length, and from three to five hundred yards wide :
he found in it trout and carp, and its banks were
clothed with spruce, white birch, willow, and alder :
it is in lat. 54° 24, long. 121° W., by his compu-
tation.

This is the principal water of Mackenzie River,
‘which, after its junction with the Elk River below
the Lake of the Hills, having already run a dis-
tance of upwards of 500 miles, reaches, under the
names of Slave River and Mackenzie River, the
Arctic Ocean after a farther course of 1000 miles.

From this lake he found a beaten path leading
over & low ridge of land of eight hundred and seven-
teen paces in length to another lake rather smaller
than the last. It is situated in a valley about a
quarter of a mile wide, with precipitous rocks on
either side, down which fall cascades, feeding both
lakes with the melting snows of the mountains.
Passing over this lake, he entered a small river,
which, however, soon gathered strength from its
tributary mountain streams, and rushed with great
impetuosity over a bed of flat stones: these are
the head waters of the Tatouche Tesse, or Frazer's
River.

Continuing his journey to lat. 524° he then re-
turned up the stream to lat. 53}°, whence he pro-
oeeded toward the Pacific by land. On his' way,
he noted women clothed in matted bark, edged with
the skin of the sea-otter. In July he found the
mountains covered with compact snow, and yet the
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weather was warm and the valleys beautiful. De-
ucending the main chain of the Rocky Mountains,
he found the country covered with large trees, pine,
spruce, hemlock, birch, elder, and cedar. It abonndod
with animals.

In 1806, Mr. Fraser,” an employé of the North-
Woest Far-Trading Company, crossed the same chain,
and established a post on a lake at the head of
the Tatouche Tesse, called, after him, Frazer's Lake
and River, one hundred miles north of Mackenzie’s
track. Btill later, Mr. Harmon, another partner
in the Company, made an expedition in the same
dixection, the results of which he published, in a
thin volume, at Vermont, in 1822.

The whole of this vast distriet is so intersected
by lakes and rivers of various dimensions, that it
bas been computed that onesixth of the surface is
water. Of these lakes, one of the largest—Stuart’s
Lake—is about fifty miles in length, and from three
to four miles in breadth, stretching away to the
north and north-east for about twenty miles, and
studded in this direction with besutiful islands.
The cireumference is supposed to extend about 400
.miles. The western shore is low, and indented by
a number of small bays, formed by wooded points
projecting into the lake, the baeokground rising
abruptly into & ridge of hills of different height and
magniteda. On the east, the view is limited to a

* For an interesting memoir of this distinguished man see
the Canadian Néws for the 20th of March, 1862. He was
dorn 1788, and is, we beliove, still living.

A
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range of two or three miles by the intervention of a
high promontory, from which the eye glances to the
snowy summits of the Rocky Mountains in the dis-
tant background.

Fifty miles west from this is Frazer's Lake, about
eighty-five miles in circumference. M‘Leod’s Lake,
in latitude 55°, is in circumference about fifty-five
miles, and was also furnished with a post. = The:
waters of this lake fall into the Peace River ; those
flowing out of the other two lakes are supposed to
empty themselves into the Pacific. The immense
quantity of salmon which annually visit thew,:
leave no doubt whatever of their communication
with the Pacific ; while the absence of this fish from
MLeod’s Lake makes it almost equally certain that
its outlet is not into that ocean. The river flows-
out of Stuart’s Lake, passes through the populous
tribe of the Nate-Ote-Tains, who informed Mr,
M‘Leod that white people came up in large boats to
trade with the A-te-nas—a nation dwelling between
them and the sea ; a statement fully confirmed by
the guns, iron pots, cloth, tar, and other articles
found in their possession. Speaking of the lake:
scevery of this district, Mr. M‘Leod writes : “ The-
different parts of the country, towering mountains,
hill and dale, forest and lake, and verdant plains,
blended together in the happiest manner, are taken
in by the eye at a glance. Some scenes there are
which recal forcibly to the memory of a son of

‘Sootia. the hills and glens and ¢ bonny braes’ of his
own poor yet beloved native land. New Caledonia,
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however, has the advantage over the old, of being
generally well wooded, and poasessed of lakes of far
greater magnitude. Unfortipately, however, the
woods are decaying rapidly, particularly some va-
rieties of fir, which are being destroyed by an insect
which preys on the bark.”

The principal rivers of British Columbia are
Frazer's River, Salmon River, Thompson’s River,
Quesnel’s River, Chilcotin River. The head waters
of the chief of .these, Frazer's River—called by the
patives Tatoutche Tesse—rise near those of Oanoe
River, the most northern branch of the Columbia.
After a western course of about 150 miles, it re-
ceives the Salmon River from the north, and some-
what lower the waters of Stnart’s River are added
from the north-west. The stream is then swollen
by the Quesnel River, rising from a ridge of the
Rocky Mountains, and running west into the: main
river of the district. Next comes the Chilcotin
River, 50 called from a cognominal lake, in which
ib has its source. This stream, which is shallow,
and full of rapids, runs in a S.8.E. direction from
Fort Alexandria ; its course is serpentine, and its
whole length 180 miles, the breadth varying from
forty to sixty yards.

Further on, this main stream is joined, on the
left shore, by Thompeon’s River, which, rising near
the source of Quesnel’s River, flows at the base of
the mountains which bound the Columbia to the
west : this receives the waters of several lakes in a
oourse of above 300 miles. The principal of these
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is Thompeon’s, above which it is joined by the
Shouschwap, which has its rise besween the Okann-
gean Lakes and main streams of the Columbia.

Of these rivers, Mr. Cooper, & resident in Van-
couver Island for six years, said in his evidence be-
fore the Hudson'’s Bay Committee (1857) :—“ I bave
not myself personally visited Thompson’s River, but
I have my information from pereons who have lived
there themselves for thirty or forty years in the
servieo of the Hudson's Bay Company. They say
that it is ome of the most beautiful countries in the
world, and that gold is discovered in that and the
neighbouring district now. When I left, the miners
soere gotting from four to twenty dollars & day. I
believe, from all I have heard and seen, that it is
capable of producing all the crops that we produce
in England. Its climate bears no comparison te
Qsnada ; it is much more mild, much finer ; decidedly
a8 much as Great Britain to the eastern States of
America.” .

The place st which the Thompson’s River joins
Fraser's River is called ¢ The Forks.” In paraliel
49° this now important river breaks through the
Cascade range of mountains, in & snccession of falls
and rapids, and then running westward about
ninety mwiles, falls into the Gulf of Georgis, six
miles N. of 49° N., that parallel being the boundary
line between the British territories and those of
the United States. The whole length is stated st
about 400 miles. The country aleng its lower meo-

- tiom is hilly and thickly wooded, and the sail is



FRAZER'S RIVER—CLIMATE. 27

for the most part suitable both for arable and pas-
ture land. Further north the country is equally
well wooded, bnt it is less genial aund fertile, and is
intersected by mountains, torrents, gullies, and

At its mouth, Fraser’s River is sbout a mile
wide, with a serpentine channel leading through a
mud flat. Fort Langley is situated on the left
bank, thirty-five miles from the mouth. Thus far
the stream is navigable for vessels of considerable
burden. The next post is Fort Hope, at the mouth
of Que-Queallon River, sixty-five miles above Fort
Langley. Between Fort Hope and Fort Yale,
sixteen miles, the river presents no difficulties
whatever to a canoe ascending, excepting in one
place, where there is a rapid, which, however, is no
great obstacle, as close to the shore, in the eddy, &
omoe i8 eagily towed past it. But, about one half
mile above Fort Yale, the river finds its paseage
between huge rocks—the sides almost perpendi-
enlar—and a canoe cannot be taken any farther.
F¥rom. thence, all goods have to be packed. Now
and then a stretch of a mile or so is found, where
the danoce can be of servioe.

From Fort Yale to the forks of Thompson nd
Frazer Rivers is ninety miles ; and from these to
the Grand Falls, thirty.

In respect to the climate of British Columbia,
& gentleman who had resided in the district for
aight years states that “in the salabrity of its oli-
mate the territory on the shores of the Pacific
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cannot be surpassed by any country in the world ;
the soil, too, is fertile in the highest degree, and
possesses great agricultural capabilities—the more
fertile districts lying, for the most part, between the
Cascade Mountaing and the ocean. That portion of
the country which lies between the Cascade Moun-
tains and the Pacific is subject to a remarkably
equable temperature, the mean being about 54°
Fahrenheit. The equable character of the climate
is probably occasioned by the circumstance of the
prevailing summer winds being from the north, and
laden with the cooling influences of the Polar Sea ;
and that the winter winds, coming from the west,
the south, and the south-east—except the latter,
which comes from the snows of the mountains—
tend to prevent that degree of cold which would
otherwise prevail. There are about four months of
winter, generally beginning in November and last-
ing till March. Snow seldom lies for more than a
week on the ground ; and, though there are fre-
quent rains, they are not heavy. Slight frosts occur
as early as September. The air, however, is pure
and healthy. The eastern section, under the snows
of the Rocky Mountains, cannot be praised for its
climate. It is subject to great and sudden changes
of temperature, occasionally going through all the
gradations of summer, autumn, and winter in a
single day.” Mr. M‘Lean says that he has experi-
enced at Stuart’s Lake, in the month of J uly, every
possible change of weather within twelve hours—
frost in the morning, scorching heat at noon, then
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rain, hail, and snow. Mr. Dunn testifies to a
similar effect. ¢ Occasional frosts announce the be-
ginning of winter. The lakes and parts of the
rivers are frozen in November The snow seldom
exceeds twenty-four inches in depth. The mercury,
in Fahrenheit's thermometer, falls in January to 15°
below 0 ; but this does not continue many days.”
Generally speaking, the mean temperature on the
Pacific coast of British North America is, as stated

" by Mr. John Richardson, about 20° higher than what
itis on the Atlantic coast in the same latitude.

The Indian tribes in and about the region under
consideration are thus approximately enumerated in
an official “ Census of the Indian Tribes in the
Oregon territory, from latitude 42° to latitude 54°,
derived from the trading lists of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, and from the best obtainable information.”

i

Name of the Tribe. . Where situated.  [Malea| FE Slaves| Total,
gl

Qmott-—Nuvette and | From lat. 54° to lat. 50°, :
others, Tribes| including Queen Char- |
mkmﬁmern“y the lotte’s Island, North
end of Vancouvers |
Island, Milbank Sound .

% lshnd and the |
n 8 . |19, 20,215 | 1,570 (40,805
Massettes and 13 tribes, On Qneen Chlrlotte’a 42020215 '
not included with the Island, not ivcluded in

above, and speaking:' theabove ., . . . . 3,232] 3,381 —

different hngnggu § % o618
Nass Indians, 4 tribes, | Nass River on the Main

speaking thesamelan-| Land . . . . . . 857| 748 12| 1,615

guage.

Chymsyams, 10 tribes, all | Chatham Sound, Port-
of wlllmn 'mwl t:xhe land (,am‘l‘. t{)’on E:_
same lan Y aington and the
different diom iihlm naig] 1,202 1,226 [ ]

8keena Indians, 2 tribes. At the Mouth of the

Skeena River , . . 185| 120 7

g &
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Name of the Tribe. Where situsted.  |[Males. _,'_,’,'_'sum Total.

Labassas Indixns,Gtribes.| Gardner’s Camal, Canal

laReida . . . . . 717] 601 111} 1,429
Milbsnk Sound, 9 tribes. | Milbank Sound, Caceade

Challams—Cowaitchims, | From lat. nhm
c&spuhngﬂw Coast south to Whitby
hi hngulgead ot | aaoaver i

of Vancouver’s Is
em and the mouth of

Franc’sRiver . . .| 8178

N”smmxno )e lﬂnl.l;'rt rge, Al

— . ol ex-
{ b andria, m.

River, Comlli e,

§
§

9,437

hke,Stunt‘nlee .| 1,265} ,160] 210] 3636
Sanetch Indians, 3 tribes. | Straite of St.Juande Fuea
&Vumonvcr‘lllhnd!
Children under (13 years . . . . 104] 183 — 245
Hallams, 11 tribes, * Ditto.
Children under | 13years . . . . 467| 517 48 401 1,486
Sinahomish, 1 tribe. Ditto.
Childrenunder | 13years . . . . 3301 208| 118 13| &89
Skatcat, 1 tribe. Ditto.
dren under {13 years . . . . 181] 173| 161 18| 6543
Cowitchici, 7 tribes Ditto,
under|12years . . . . 585 b634| 636 — | 1,768
Soke Indians, 1 tribe, Dlﬂo.
un 12 years . 13 39 39| —

. Children under . . 3
¥l .—Gulf of
%org&:mm;mt

...... v e e e v o osbout|{ — | — | — 2350

The leading tribe in British Columbia is the
Takellies, or Tacullies, 2 name importing ¢ carriers,”
who among themselves are divided into eight tribes
of various extent. The character attributed to these
Indians by the travellers who have visited them is
by no means flattering ; they seem to be remark-
able for their greediness, sensuality, and mendacity.
It is to be hoped that the new colonists will inoul-
cate a higher condition of morality.
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Ganbling is another vice to which these poor
Indians apply their untutored minds, in unconscious
emulation of their betters. It is, indeed so ruling
a passion with them, that a man will continue to
stake on and on until he has reduced himself to ab-
solute makedness and starvation. They are also
deacribed as unscrupulous pilferers.

The Takellies are a sedentary people, being much
" in-doors, particularly in the winter, when there is
often so little stir in an encampment or lodge that
-one may approach within the shortest distance of
' the huta before one is aware of their existence. At
* the same time, they are very social in their habits,
and very fond of cenversation swhen they are not sleep-
 ing; thnymﬁ'eqmtly in the habit of exchang-
ing visits, and of pusmgtheu' time at each other’s
huts. When it happens that a large number assem-
ble in one place, the moise is incredible ; all make
- & point of talking or bawling at one and the same
time, and the convocation becomes a mere confusjon.

Commodore Wilkes informs us that the Takellies
are of a lighter complexion than the more northern
tribes, and their features larger, particularly in the
case of the females. They resemble, he says, the
Indians of the Columbia, but are a taller and better-
looking race. He ocorroborates the account of their
extreme filth, physical knd moral. They dressed in
robes made of marmot skins ; but they are now
(1845) clothed in articles of European manufacture,
of which they obtain a plentiful supply. ¢

In common with other Indian nations, the Indians
of this region have priests or medicine-men who
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practise incantations. When a body is burned, the
priest pretends to receive the spirit of the deceased
into his hands, which he does with many gesticula~
tions, This spirit he is thought to be able to com-
* municate to others living, and when he has selected
the person, he throws his hands towards him, and .
at the same time blows upon him, after which the
person takes the name of the deceased in addition
to his own. In case of the death -of a chief, or man
of higher rank, this belief affords the priest am
opportunity of extending Lis influence and power.-
The language of the Takellies is a dialect of the
Chippewayan family, so largely extended over
North America. Mr. M‘Lean notes as a singular
fact that ¢ the two intervening dialects of the Beaver
Indians and Tsikanies, kindred nations, should differ
more from the Chippewayan than the Takelly.lan-
guage ; the two other nations being perfectly in-
telligible to each other, while the Beaver Indians
and Tsikanies are but very imperfectly understood
by their immediate neighbours, the Chippewayans.”
The Takellies, like most of the tribes in this
quarter, redeem, to a certain extent, their grossness
and brutality in other respects, by their almout
universal taste for music, and indeced, as musicians,’
are said to possess a superior ear to their neighbours.
It is not impossible that this quality in the savage
population of British Columbia may be made effica-
cious towards their civilization ; for like the children
in’ owr own schools, they may be induced to listen to
instruction, musically conveyed, to whieh otherwise
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they would pay no attention. Mr. M‘Lean tells us
that there is considerable variety and melody in the
airs they sing. In ‘common, again, with more re-
fined people, they have professed “composers,” who
turn their talent to good account on the occasion
of a feast, when new airs are in great request, and
are purchased at a high rate. Asto their dancing,
it is performed in circles; men and women pro-
miscuously holding each other by the hand and
keeping both feet together, hop a little to a side all
at onoe, giving at the same time a singular jerk to
-their persons behind. The movement ‘seems to be
difficult of execution, as it causes them to perspire
profusely ; they, however, keep excellent time, and
the blending of the voices of the men and women
in symphony has an agreeable effect.

¢ These Indians,” observes Mr. M‘Lean, “are not
given to hospitality in the proper sense of the word.
A stranger arriving among them is provided with
food for a day only ; should he remain longer he
pays for it ; for the day’s entertainment, however,
the best fare is liberally furnished.”

The Talkotin Indians occupy the territory above
Fort Alexandria, on Frazer River, and are described
by Mr. M‘Lean as being on terms of deadliest
enmity with the Chilcotins. These reside about the
cognominal lake and river, and are somewhat
more numerous than the Naskotins. Their district
abounds in beavers and other fur-bearing animals,
but they are described as indifferent hunters, and
as relying for their chief sustenance on the produce

D
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of the lake and theriver. They are well acquainted
with the wuse of fire-arms, and a traveller specifies
“ one particular gun of excellent quality which he
saw among them, marked ¢ Barres, 1808.” From
these circumstances, and from the superiority of
their general conduct and bebaviour, from their
greater cleanliness and comparative refinement, Mx.
Cox was led to imagine that they must have had
oonsiderable intercourse with the whiteaa. The
dress they wore, common to both sexes, and which
is a kind of blanket, favoured the supposition with
Mr. Cox, who considered that these articles had
been obtained from' Ruasian travellers.

All the natives of the north-west coast are skilful
and enterprising traders. At Queen Charlotte’s
Islands they not only dispose of fyrs and fish, but
they cultivate potatoes, and hold, at stated periods,
potato fairs, attended by the native traders from
other islands, who again supply these and other
vegetable products to the more remote traders in-
habiting some of the rocky islands in Behring's
Straits.

Touching religious matters, the Bishop of Colum-
bia, in his Journal (1860), says :—

« Most of the Indians profess to know of the &nk-
ally Tyhee Papa, Great Chief Father. They point
upwards ; they say He sees all, is all-wise, and strong
and good, and neverdies. I found out to-day, from
two Indians of this place, that Skatyatkeitlah is the
same a8 Squaquash Suokum, or the sun. The sun
is the Sackally Tyhee Papa. Klanampton, the
moon, is his yife, and the stars their children.”
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The canoes of the natives vary in size and form.
Bome are thirty feet long, and about three feet deep,
cut out of a single tree—either fir or white cedar,
—and capable of carrying twenty persons. They
have round thwart pieces from side to side, forming
a sort of binders, about three inches in circamfe-
rence, and thefr gunwales incline outwards, so as to
east off the surge ; the bow and stern being decorated
sometimes with grotesque figures of men and animals,
In managing their canoes, they kneel two and two
along the bottom, sitting on their heels, and wield-
ing paddles about five feet long ; while one sits on
the stern and steers with a paddle of the same kind.
The women are equally expert in the management
of the canoe, and gemerally take the helm. “It is
surprising,” says Mr. Dunmn, “+to see with what fear-
less unconcern these savages venture in their slight
barks on the most tempestuous seas. They seem
to ride upon the waves like sea-fowl. Should a surge
throw the canoe on one side, and endanger its over-
tarn, those to windward lean over the upper gun-
wale, thrust their paddles deep into the wave,
apparently catch the water, and force it under the
canoe, and by this action not merely regain an
equilibrium, but give the vessel a vigorous im-
pulse.” Their houses, for the most part, have large
potato gardens ; this vegetable was first given to
them by an American captain, and is now grown
in abundance, and sold by them to the vessels
entering their harbour, and to the traders at Fort
Simpson.

D2
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In working their cures, the Takellies are never
in the habit of employing medicines ; of the virtues
of herbs and plants indeed they are profoundly
ignorant ; and the only remedy with which they
are acquainted is an operation into which panto-
mimic gesture and rough handling of the patient
enter most largely. It seéms probable that they
have some strong faith in the efficacy of the vapour-
bath or sweating-house. These houses are con-
strucbed so as to present in their interior the
aspect of a beehive ; they are covered over in such a
manner that the heat cannot escape, and the patient
remains in the midst of the steam engendered by
the process of pouring water over red-hot stones;
until he is compelled by a feeling of suffocation to
rush out of the sweating-house and plunge into the
adjoining river.

The houses of the Indians, which are constructed
of wood and vary in length from twenty to seventy
feet and in breadth from fifteen to twenty-five, are
divided by partitions, and three or four families
may be found residing in a one-roomed house. In
the centre of each room is a space, six or eight feet
square, sunk to the depth of twelve inches below
the rest of the floor, and enclosed by four pieces of
square timber ; here they make the fire, which is
of wood and fine bark. The partitions in the
houses are intended to separate different families.
Around the fire-place mats are spread, and serve
as seats by day, and frequently as beds at night;
there is, however, a more permanent bed made,
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by fixing in two, or sometimes three, sides of a
room, posts reaching from the floor to the roof,
and at the distance of four feet from the wall,
From these posts to the wull one or two ranges
of boards are placed so as to form shelves, on
which they either slgep or stow their various arti-
oles of merchandizes In short, they are like berths
im a ship. The uncured fish is hung in the smoke
of their fires ; as is also the flesh of the elk, when
they are fortunate enough ta procure any.

Their culinary articles consist of a large square
kettle, made of cedar wood, and a few platters and
spoons made of ash. Their mode of cooking is ex-
peditious. - Having put a quantity of water into
their kettle, they throw into it several hot stones,
which quickly cause the water to boil ; then the fish
or flesh is put in ; the steam is kept from evaporat-
ing by a small mat thrown over the kettle. By this
method a large salmon would be boiled in twenty
minutes, and meat in a proportionably short space of
time. They occasionally roast their fish and flesh
on small wooden skewers.

. The houses are generally entered by a door of a
gircular form, at each end, about two feet and a half
in diameter. They are made in the building after
it is erected. In effecting a passage you first intro-
duce a leg, then bending low the body you press in
head and shoulders : in this position you will have
some difficulty in maintaining your equilibrium, for
if you draw in the rest of the body too quickly it
is a chance but you will find yourself with your
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head undermost. The natives bolt through thema
with the agility of a weasel.

Mr. Blanshard, late Governor’ of Vancouver
Island, in his examination before the House of
Commons’ Committee, in 1857, saiid of the ceantry
about Fraver’s River : “d have heardrit very highly'
speken of by everybody ¥ho has been there as
bmngexmdyferhle,anﬁasml ofmchth“
quality as Vancouver Island.”

The author of a pamphlet, pubhd:edwhmm
was first awakened by the reports received froms
these latitudes, remarks :—* Lying near the banks of
Fraver River there is a vast treet of low pasture-
land, which might be made available for the bread.
ing of cattle. Near Fort Langley, which is situsted
some sixty miles up Frazer River, about four miles
of open land exist ; and in the neighbourhood of
Point Roberts, which is close to the line of
boundary between the American and British
territory, there is an additional tract of green,
smiling prairie.  About 200 miles from the
sea-coast, along the banks of Thompeon River, s
magnificent extent of pasture-land stretches for
some 300 miles, till it reaches Lake Okanagaw st
one of “the sourves of the River Columbia. #If
native report can be relied upon, large tracts of
level pasture-land ave to be met with near Tschesstd,
or Jarvis Inlet, which lies near the coast, midwey
up the Gulf of Georgia, and opposite Vancouver
Island. A fine seam of sound workable coal has

——bhaean discovered oropping out of the surface of the
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soil at Bellingham Bay, which is about twenty
miles south of the boundary line, and is, conse-
quently, an American possession. However, when
the cowntry shall be ¢ prospected,’ s continuation of
the- British territory. Already & small vein of
tho valuable mineral Mas been discovered lying
on. sandsigne between ®urrard Canal and Homse
Soand.”

The same sort of hopeful language is addreased
$0 the agricultural classes by one just returned
€1863) from the Gold Fields : —

“The agricalturist most wanted in British Colums
Lis at the present moment, is the small farmer, who
hare ab home tills a fow acres, The best way of
working is in partnership with one or move men of
& mmilar standing. The working in pertnership
will soon make encugh to provide sure homes for
wives and little ones ; and when such is the oase,
 wives and children, or sweethearts, can be sent

h- .
* “L would not advise farming on a large scale, be-
oanse, a8 L have said, the circumstances of to-day ina -
new colony may widely differ from those which will
exist six months hemoe ; andeecondly, for the xpason
$hat large farming requires large labour ;, and as in
Brijish Columbis labour is, and will be for some
yeaxs t0 ceme, extremely expensive, a large outlay
of eapital would be certein, while the ehances of an
equally large return would be doubtful.

“The farmer to maks money at once in Britisk
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Columbia, is he who depends, entirely on his owa
labour and common sense. Such a man can buy
land on easy terms, land which in a.fow years will
be worth fifty times the present price, and the yearly
value of which will steadily rise, so that a sale at
any time must be a ‘sourc#iof profit. Nor_js i
necessary to pay the entire p -money before
entering on possession. Imh{n';ents.are taken, anst
80, although the price per agre is enly four’shillings
and two-pence, yet an immediate payment of that
sum upon the purchase of evgry-acre is not required.

¢ Thisland will be a sourceof future wealth to the
tiller’s children, and certainly in the meantime be a
maintenance for himself. I know of no better way
in which the father, or the man who hopes some day
to be a husband and a father, can do his duty to the
existing or hoped-for children than in working bard
himself as an agricultural emigrant for the benefit
of those belonging to him, whom, in the course of
nature, he will leave behind upon this earth.

“ The emigrant, however, need not purchase land,
unless he is willing. He can ‘squat’ upon unsup-
veyed lands, the title of which he may make sure of
getting when they are surveyed, up to whioh time
the only expense to which he can be put will be one
small registration fee. Of course, good lands in
the neighbourhoods of towns are pretty well ll ap-
‘propriated by this time, and I tell proposing settlers
at once, that they must be prepared to rough if at
first, with no other faces to look tpon’than their
own, which will be cheerful enough if they work
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hard, and are determined to put a good face upon
matters.”

Though the extent of really good land in British
Columbia is certainly small compared with moun-
tain’ and forest tracts, yet it is very large in pro-
Jpoution to the nunﬂ)e? of ithabitants. .The soil is
‘evirgwhere forfffey though in many places it ‘is
‘extremely light an:l Jondy. :

Mr. Pembertoa £8ays ;—

- “The fertility ofthe soil in the neighbourhood of
the' gold-bearing ‘soks is very remarkable, and is
:indicated rather by the production from ordinary
sesd of gigantic roets’ and vegetables and fruits,
than by crops of grain.”

¢ An acre of land planted with 200 a.pplo-treu
would, at the end of three years, on a minute calcu-
dation, cost a proprietor from 304 to 40/, and the
Jowest selling price of an aore of apple-trees of that
sge iz 200..”

A miner who has lately (1862) returned from the
.Geld Fields, and who seems to have been a shrewd
observer, remarks—

I “All along the ooast of Vancouver Island the
disheries may be desaribed as beyond :value. Sal-
mon and herrings abound to an extent almost un-
kmown elsewhere, and mackerel and cod are alsp
found. The produce of these fisheries, along with
the coal and timber, form the principal resources of
she'island, as it is not well adapted for pastoral and

not alboget’ler for agricultural purposes.
+ %Of salmon there are four kinds, differing in the
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conformstion of the head The largest species is
the same with that found in Great Britain. Thess-
fish ascend Frazer's River and its tributaries, friom:
the Pacific, in immense shoals, proceeding towards:
the sources of the stream until stopped by shallows
bodies are seen floating down the ourrembin thow-
sands ; few of them ever return to th® sea ; and; iwp
consequence of the old fish perishing in this man-
ner, they fail, in this quarter, every foutth year, and .
then the natives starve in all dirpctions.” -

of July, and ends in Octeber. This is a very busy
time with the natives; for upon their sauoocess inx
seeuring a supply of salmon for the winter depends
their main support. Their method of catching the
salmon is this : A eertain part of the river is en-
closed by a number of stakes, about twelve feeb
high, and extending about forty feet from the shoes.
A netting of rods is attached to the stakes, to pre-
- vemt the salmon running threugh. A oowieal
machine, called a vorveaw, is next formed; it is-
eighteen feet long and five feet high, and is mads of
rods ebout an ineh and s quarter asunder, snd:
lashed to hoops with whattap, a tough fibvous rest
uped in sewing bark. One end is @rmed like &
fonnel, to admit the fish ; two smaller machines, of
nearly equal length, are joined to it. Xt requires s
number of bands to atiach these vorveaus to the
stake, but they are very effective for thein purposs
As se0n 85 a cargo of salmon is eaught, the natives
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bring it to the trading post in their cances. A
mumber of Indian womep are employed by the
tmader, seated on the beach, with knives ready to
ent. up the fish. The salmon are counted from each
Indian, for which a ticket is given for the quantity,
Jaxge or amall.  Afver the whale of the salmon are
landed, the Indians congregaie roand the trading
shiop- for theiw payment, and recuive ammunition,
bedss, tobacoo, buttons, &c.

The women employed by the trader eom-
maence cutiing.outy the back-bone and the heads
of the salmon. [They are then taken to the salter,
and placed in & large hogehead, with & quantity of
eoarse salt. They remain there for several days,
until they become quite firm. The pickle produoced
foom these is boiled in a laxge copper kettle ; and
the blood, which floats by the beiling process to
the tap, is skimmed off, leaving the pickle perfectly
clesr. The salmon are them taken from the hoge-
head, and pashed in tierges, with a little more salt ;
the tierces ave then headed up, and laid upon their
hilge, or widest part, leaving the bunghole open ;
the pickle is next peured in, until the tieree beocomes
full ; a cincle of olay, aheut fourinches high, is them
made round the bunghole, into which the oil firom
the salmon mises. This oil is skimmed off, and
s the salmon imhibes the pickle more pickle is
poured in, do as 40 keep the liguid smfficiently
ax the surfase, smd afford facility for skimming
off the oil. "When the oil ceases to rise to the
dirole round the bunghole, the salwon is smpposed
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to be sufficiently prepared; the clay circle is
cleared away, and the hple is bunged up. Salmom
80 cured will keep good for three years. This,
soaked in a little water for a few hours previous to
using, is delicious eating ; but of course much of s
deliciousness depends on its original quality whem
taken and its freshness when put in salt.

In immediate connexion with this part of - the
question, the following remarks from Mr. Pember-
ton’s pen will be found of interest :—

“8alt on the coast for curing fish and beef, and
other similar purposes, is exceedingly valuable. The
Sandwich Island salt contains too much lime to be
used for these purposes. Liverpool salt is retailed
in the Sound, as high as 15c. per pound; this
makes the subject worth investigating.

“ A gallon of water from the Nanaimo spring pro-
duced 1 1b. of salt (a gallon of sea water produces
4} oz), the spring produced about a gallon a minute
—the specific gravity of the water, taken roughly,
was about 10°60. These springs will not of ooures
compare with the brine springs of Woroestershire
or those of Utah, which contain one-third their
weight in salt, but for the reason mentioned the
subject is not uninteresting. The offensive smell
alluded to in the Report of Professor Taylor on two

of these springs, arose from the decomposition which
unavoidably took place, as the samples were bottled
for nearly a year before they were placed in his
hands.”

¢ In October and November,” says Colonel Grant,
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¢ the herrings frequent the bays in great numbers,
and are caught by the natives with a long stick with
arooked nails on it, with which they literally rake
them into their cances. The herring is precisely
gimilar in quality to that caught on the west coast
of Scotland, thqugh somewhat smaller in size,
¢“All the trade bdond fide with the island
has been- between it and San Francisco, the
cargoes of salmon exported in the Hudson Bay
vessels to the Bandwich Islands having been from

Frazer River. In the space of a fortnight, during
the month of August, the Hudson Bay Company
has put up about 2000 barrels of salt salmon.”

- “Sturgeon,” adds another writer, ‘ often of enor-
mous size, are found in abundance on the sand-bars
at the entrance of therivers. Soup made from them
is vich, and resembles turtle. Isinglass is, of course,
s drug in the market.

“ Besides the above, the waters abound with
balibut, cod, skate, flounders, herrings, dog-fish, and
others too numerous to recollect.

“Large cray-fish are found, but not lobsters ;
qysbers are abundant.” '

Among the game found in the district are wild
goose, swan, duck,* and plover.

* “To meet with any large game the sportsman has now,
as might be expected, to go several miles from the settle-
ment. His equipment for this purpose should consist of a
double rifle with one sight, adjusted for point-blank shooting
only, with strong charge, up to 100 yards, a hunting knife,
and ammunition, an oil-skin and blanket, and an Indian or
two to carry the game and keep -the track, retracing, if re-
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« It is interesting,” says Mr. Pemberton, writing
in 1880, “to observe the rapid increase of small
birds near the ssttlemente in proportion ss birds of
prey, such as eagles, hawks, kites, &c., are scaved
away. In this way flocks of wild pjgeons, doves of
two kinds, three varietios of thrush, meadow larks,
soveral kinds of sparrows, wrems, humming-birds,
tom-tits, and a bird that sings at night, evidently
prefer quarters near a homestead to a precarious
subsistence in the wilderness.” )

Mr. MLean says :—‘A small anfimal, called by
the natives quis-gui-eu, or the whistler, from the
noise it makes when surprised, and which appears
from the description to be the marmot, is also
largely contributory to the sustenance of man, and
the clothing of his person in a valuable far. There
is also the far less welcome animal, the wood mat,
which fixes itself in the crevices of rocks, but has a
preference for the dwellings of men; they live
under the floors of outbuildings, and, forcing their
way thence into the.inside, carry off or destroy

quired, in which department they exocel. Dogs, uniess ve-
markably well trained, are better dispensed with.

“ Of feathered game the duck-shooting is decidedly the
best sport upon the coast. Of these there are fifteen or more
different kinds; the best are found at river deltas and in
swamps, where, as you walk, they continue to rise straight
up, often at the sporteman’s feet. Away from the settlement
s good shot has killed thirty and forty in & day. A good
retriever is indispensable, ‘and I may add that there is
nothinglikomElaye&rtridgeudhrgobopforhking

o down.” —PEMBERTON,
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everything within their reach. The difficulty of
getting rid of them almost amounts to an impossi-
bility. Their colour is grey, and in sive and shape
they differ little from the common rat ; but the tail
zesembles that of the ground aquirrel.”

There mpjmtyd dogs. They are of & dimi-
nutive size, and stron@ly resemble those of the
Bequimaux, with the ctirled-up tail, small ears, and
pointed, nose, They are valuable dead as well as
living, their. flesh constituting a chief article of foed
in the feast of the matives. “Dog Tray” seems
well to deserve every comsideration at the hands
of the British Columbiana, “ When the natives,”
writes Mr. Harmon, “ do not travel on foot, in their
snow sheoes made of ¢wo bent sticks interlaced with
thongs of deerskin, they ride on sledges drawn by
dogs. A couple of these trastable animals will draw
8 load of 250 pounds, besides provisions for them-
selves and their driver, twenty miles in five
hours.”

Of vegetables Mr. M‘Lean thus writes :—* Such
parts of the district as are not in the immediate
vicinity of the regions of eternal snow, yield a
variety of wild frait, grateful to the palate, whole-
some, and nutritions. Of these, the Indian pear is
the most abundant, and most sought after, both by
natives and whités ; when fully ripe, it is of a black
colour, with somewhat of a reddish tinge, pear-
shaped, and very sweet to the taste. The natives
dry them in the sun, and afterwards bake them in
cakes, whioch are said to be delicious. 'When dried,
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these cakes are placed in wooden vessels to receive
the juice of green fruit, which is expressed hy.
placing weights upon it, in wooden troughs, from-
which spouts of bark draw off the liquid- into the
vessels contaiping the dry fruit; this being tho-
roughly saturated, is again bruised, then re-formed
into cakes, and dried again ; and these prqcesses are:
vepeated alternately, until the cakes euit the taste.
of the maker. Blueberries are plentiful in somg
parts of the district. There is a peculiar variety of.
them, which I preferred,” writes Mr. M‘Loan, “ to
any fruit I ever tasted ; it is about the size of &
musket ball, of a purple colour, translucid, and ia.
its taste sweet and acid are deliciously blended.™
Mr. Cox adds to the list choke-clierries, gooseberries,:
strawberries, and red whortleberries ; but the ser-
vice-berries, he says, are with the Indians the great.
favourite. There are various kinds of roots, which
the natives preserve and dry for periods of scarcity.
There is only on¢ kind which we can eat. It is,
called tza-chin, has & bitter taste, but when eatem;
with salmon imparts an agreeable zest, and effectar-:
ally destroys the disagreeable smell of that fish.
when smoke-dried. 8t. John's wort is very eom-.
mon, and has been successfully applied as a fomend,
tation in topical inflammations. A kind of weed,.
which the natives convert into a species of flax, is
in universal demand.

The various quadrupeds, as well as the fish, found'
in British Columbia, are all used for the purposes of
food. They are caught in strong nets made of.
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thongs, or shot with arrows, or taken in traps made
with large pieces of wood, which are so set as to
fall and crush them while nibbling at the bait. The
beaver.and the bear* are considered the most valu-
able of these edibles, and are served up at the feasts
which they make in memory of their deceased
relatives, a8 companion plats with the dogs. When
all other food fails, the natives make shift with a
species of lichen, which is found in abundance on
the sides of the rock.

The currency of British Columbia, in its native
simplicity, consisted of haiqus, a round shell of
extreme. hardness, found in the neighbourhood of
Nootka Sound. It varies in length from one to
four inches, and is about half an ineh thick, hollow,
slightly curved, and tapering «.little towards the
end. It is highly estimated, the longest being the
most valuable. It resembles the top shank of a
common clay smoking-pipe : they are valued in pro-
. portion to the number that, when ranged on & string
paesing through their hollow tubes, extend a fathom’s
length. Forty to the fathom is or was supposed to be
the fixed standard of excellence and worth ; for in-
stanoce, forty which make a fathom are worth nearly
deuble fifty which make a fathom. Their extreme
fragility, lightness, tenuity, and delicacy of colour are

¢ To pee one of these animals steeple-chasing over the
fallen timber of the forest, or spring up a tree in its native
state, it is difficult to gonceive its being similar to that we
have seen so tame and spiritless in the menagerie.—PE-
BRETOX.
E
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what appear to give them their importance. They are
thus caught in Nootka Sound and along Vancouver
Island :—A piece of deer’s flesh or fish is dropped
by & line to the bottom ; this they dling to; and
they are then drawn up, and carefully guited and
preserved.

Butmpoporhmastkemwoolonyhudew—
loped iteelf, it has become necegsary*that some mone-
tary system of a fixed or recognised character should
be adopted ; and in 1861 the Governor took this im-
portant question into serious consideration. Im a
despatoh to the Colonial Secretary, dated Novem-
ber 14th, 1861, Mr. Douglas says :—

¢ Much inconvenience and loss have, ever since
the formation of these colonies, been ocoasioned by
the want of a circulating medium of fixed and xe-
oogunised value, equal to the business demands of
the country. The scarcity of coin has been s0
great, gold dust not being received for duties, that
jmporters of goods have found it difficult at all
times to make their custom-house payments, and,
a8 is well known, are frequently compelled to bor-
row money for that purpose at exorbitent rates
of interest, from two per cent. per month and
upwards. Almost all the business of the country
is transacted in gold dust of uncertain value, and it
is easy to conceive the difficulty and inconvenience
of adjusting payments by such means, when the
holder and receiver are both alike subject to lass,
and fearful of imposition. ‘

¢ The effects of an over-restricted monetary air-
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culation are now, however, operating so fatally in
both eolonies that it is indispensable to devise a
remedy for an cvil that is sapping the very founda-
tions of our prosperity. To illustrate this fact, I
‘would inform your Grace that at this moment theve
is an amount of gold dust in the hands of miners
from Oariboo, residing at Victoria, exceeding one
quarter of a mfilion, sterling ; and so great is the
present dearth of coin that it brings a premium of
five per cent. and over when procurable, which is
not generzlly the case, as men may be seen hawk-
ing bars of gold about the streets of Victoria, who
cannot raise coin enowgh, even at the high rates of
discount just mentioned, to defray their current
expenses. The miners and other holders of gold
are naturally incensed, and refuse to submit to this
depreciation on the value of their property, when
they know it can be converted into coin for the
moderate charge of one-half of one per cent. at the
United States Branch Mint in San Francisoo;
making an impertant saving to them of four-and-a-
half pér cent. They are consequently leaving Vio-
toria by every opportunity ; and it is most painfal
to witmess a state of things which is rapidly driving
population and capital from the country.

“As a safer remedy, and one more suitable to
the actual circumstances of the colonies, I propose
o take immediate steps for the manufacture of gold
spieces, equal in value to the ten and twenty dollar
American coins, and o bring them into general use’
.an & circulating medium in both colonies.

R 2
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“ This plan does not contemplate refining the
gold, as the expense would be greatly increased by
that procees : it is merely proposed to bring it to m
uniform standard of fineness, without separating the
natural alloy of silver which to some extent exislis
in all the gold of British Columbia. -

“The pieces will be prepared at the Government
Assay Office, and will bear the stamp of unquestion-
able character ; and I am of opinion that by making
the gold contained in them of the full current value
of the piece, without taking the silver into acconns,
which I propose shonld go as a bonus, they will naeb
only answer as & cheap and convenient currency
within the colonies, but also have the same exehango
value when exported to other countries.

“ 1 have submitted this plan for the conndemtnn
of the principal banking and commercial houses of
Victoria, with the object of obtaining their views as
to the probable effects of the proposed currency on
the general business of the country, and more espe-
cially as to its exchange value when exported to pay
for supplies : the single point which I think admits
of any question, for in that case it would ptobabw
be treated as simple bullios.

“ It was clearly proved by the statements of thon
gentlemen, that the actual cost of importing coin
from other countries is rather over five per oent,
which they believe to be the actual cost of our pre-
sent metallic currency. Not having had sufficient.
time for consideration, they were not, however, pre-
pared to give a decided opinion on the general men
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ware, but they admitted that it would establish the

value of the gold produced in British Columbia in

%he cheapest manner, and provide a metallic car-
rency for the country at a cost of four per cent. lass
them is paid for imported coin, and offered no objec-
tions either to the plan or the basis of the proposed
durrency. .

“Xf the principal banking and mercantile houses
agree among themselves to receive this currency as
» legal tender, no difficulty will be experienced in
oarrying the measure into effect ; and no reason
oxists why it should not receive their hearty sup- -
port, as it will surely tend to their advantage, not
only by the saving, as before shown, of four per
cent. on the cost of importing coin, and the complete
removal of the cause which is draining the country
of wealth and population, but also in the number-
less other ways by which the investment of capital
serves to promote the general prosperity.”

The foregoing despatch was received in London
on the 13th Januaryy 1862, and the prospectus has
gince appeared of “ The Chartered Bank of British

" Columbia and Vadoouver Island.” The association
professes to be formed for the pyrpose of « afford-
jog additional facilities to the mew colony,” where
the existing banking accommodation is represented
to be at present inadequate to the requirements ofa
inereasing trade and population. The scheme seema
10 have been maturely weighed, and its success has
been hitherto great, the shares being, we believe,
slready at a premium. Still there is a good deal of
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truth in o letter which was published in the T4imes
on the 9th April, 1862, and it remains to be seem
how far this banking project will meet the wants off
the colony, and whether it is not elightly prema-
tare. The Zimes’ Correspondent, Mr. Bum-n,
BaY8 :—

“ Judging from the statements put for'ud in
the prospectuses of joint-stock banking companiex.
for Vancouver’s Island, there must be & considerable
amount of ignorance as to the nature of the bank-
ing operations in Victoria. It may therefore be of
interest to some of your readers to know that at
the commencement of the current year the follow~
ing firms were engaged in the purchase of gold dmst
and bars at Victoria, Vanocouver’s Island:—1,
Meesrs. Wells, Fargo, and Co., bankers and general
express agents; 2, Messrs. Maodonald and Ca,
bankers ; 3, Messrs. Marchand and Co., amayers ;
4, Mesars. Robertson and Co., assayers; 5, The
Bank of British North America ;—all subsisting
on 1,500,0004. worth of gold, the greater part being
bought by the first firm, Wells, Fargo,’and Co., who
are among the principal buyers and exporters of
gold in California and Oregon.

The branch of the Bankoanhthotﬂl.Am-
rica was established in 1859 as an experiment, and
at the beginning of the present year the staff of
officials was reduced, probably from diminished
business.

“There i3 no authority for the supposition that
large profits are to be derived from the circulation
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of bank notes, as up to the present time the experi-
maent has never beem tried on the Pacific coast.
There will be less need for it in a short time, as the
Government of British Columbia are about to isue
pattern gold pisces, or tokens, of twenty dollars and
ten dollars value, for circulation in the colony.”*

The principal exporis of British Columbia are
ooal, timber, lumber, oysters, salmon (10,000 bax-
rels were exported in 1860), and oil ; but the rush
to the diggings has been s0 immense, that the ex-
ports during last year may be set down at nought.
The exports in 1860 valued 50,000L ; the imports
about 40,000l These imports consisted of specie,
provisions, and various merchandize.”

The Canadian News of the 19th December, 1861,
says :—

“The total value of imports into this colony for
the last quarter is, from San Francisco, $234,956 ;
from London, $57,630; from Portland, $45,093;
from Port Townsend, $51,664; from Honolulu,
$11,419, and from New Westminster, $14,171—
Total, $414,733.”

Asg Mr, Alfred Roche points out, the harbours at
Queen Charlotte’s Islands, Vancouver Island, and the
entrance of Frazer’s River, are peouliarly adapted

* The Dasly News of the 15th April, 1862, says, however :
—*It is expected that the allotment of the shares in the
Chartered Bank of British Columbia and Vancouver’s Island
will be completed on the 16th or 17th. It is a work of great
difficulty, the applications reaching to nine times the amount
of the company’s capital.”
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for the fitting-out of whalers; being in the neigh-
bourhood of very valuable fishing grounds, and the
country in their vicinity affording everything that
is required for the construction of vessels, such as
excellent timber, iron and copper, coal for forges,
water-power for driving saw-mills, and even flax,
growing wild in the interior, for the manufacture of
sails and cordage! Thus the whale fishery alone, by
creating a demand for many articles into which these
products could be manufactured, might be made to
give employment to numbers of persons of va.noup
trades and callings.” -
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A8 the emigrant steams eastward into the Straits of
Juan de Fuca, he beholds on his right Washington
Territory, and ontis left Vancouve