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TO THE SUBSCRIBERS

TO THE

HistorYy oF THE MoRISON OR MORRISON FAMILY.

———m

I TAKE great pleasure in forwarding this volume, after so
many delays. In justice to the subscribers and to myself, I
deem an explanation necessary.

1. My manuscript went to the printer in April, and I sup-
posed that in fwo months it would be printed, and issued my
circulars accordingly. It took seven months.

2. My investigations were continued up to the last moment,
and some of my most interesting information was thus obtained ;
and the result was that the size of the book has been increased
some 200 pages thereby.

3. At the last moment I was notified that some more illus-
trations would be put in if I would wait three weeks. I waited.

4. I have been delayed several weeks in the binding. I am
not responsible for any of these delays, and regret them more than
the subscribers can. Z%ey have been the gainers in illustrations,
and much in knowledge of the family; while to me it has added
much to my labor and expense, and has annoyed me greatly. I
have given the work my earnest attention, and have pusked things
as fast as possible. I hope it will meet with the approval of sub-
scribers.

Let subscribers disabuse their minds once and for-
ever of the idea that there is any money made by
writing this or any other genealogical work. Almost
invariably the labor of the author is gratuitous.

Lastly. This work has grown upon my hands, and includes
some two hundred pages more than I supposed when the price
($2.25) was fixed. The expenses are Zarge, and I cannot afford to
sell for less than $3 per copy. Subscribers are under no Zega/
obligations to pay more than the price named. Still, if they feel
like remitting to me the additional seventy-five cents per copy, they
would be paying no more than a fair compensation, and would also
aid in bearing the financial burden of preserving the memory of
our common family of Morrison.

Sincerely yours,
LEONARD A. MORRISON.

WinpaaM, N. H., Dec. 16, 1880.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

Our ancestors labored and suffered much for the attainment
of the rich blessings which we enjoy. They rest from their
labors; they have found, —

¢ Sleep after toyle, port after stormie seas.”

It is not right in their descendants to allow their names and
deeds to perish from the earth. To permit it would be alike
unjust to the living and the dead ; to those who have gone be-
fore us, and those who shall come after us. To prevent such
a result is this volume published.

It is a family record. Its design is to give a hAistory of
the family of Morison or Morrison ; to preserve its traditions;
gather up the fading memorials of its past, and transmit them
to those who shall succeed us.

It was not my intention, when I began my investigations, to
prepare anything for the press. They were commenced for my
own satisfaction, and to furnish some information to Hon.
Thomas F. Morrison, of Nova Scotia, in answer to his letter
of inquiry, bearing date of January, 1878. Becoming interested
in the work, and meeting with a success far beyond my expecta-
tions in obtaining information, I decided to continue my re-
searches, and print the result, in order to preserve the informa-
tion I had gathered with so much trouble and expense. With
this object in view, I resolved to prepare a History of Charter
James Morison, of Londonderry, N. H., and his descendants, my
own branch of the family. In my investigations, I gathered so
much valuable matter relating to the other branches, that I
determined to give a history of all the descendants of John
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Morison who was born in 1628 (?), and died in Londonderry,
N. H, in 1786. The Hon. Charles R. Morrison, of Manchester,
N. H,, became interested in the work, and was induced to pre-
pare a history of Ais branch of the Londonderry family, and to
incorporate it with mine. There were still two branches of the
Londonderry Morisons, which I traced out with much labor;
and the result is before the reader. Had I known the difficulties
to be encountered and overcome, the expense to be incurred, the
years of toil to be spent, I should have shrunk back, appalled
at the magnitude of the undertaking. Not then knowing the
motto of the Morison family, ¢ Pretio Prudentia Praestat,”
prudence was overcome by my love for the work.

The records are not complete. There are vanished lines,
which it would take years to trace out, and lost threads which
can never be recovered.

Hearing of a pamphlet published by Capt. F. W. L. Thomas,
of the Royal Navy, and vice-president of the Society of Anti-
quaries, a resident of Edinburgh, Scotland, entitled « Traditions of
the Morrisons (Clan Mac Ghillemhuire), Hereditary Judges of
Lewis,” I entered into correspondence with the author, and after
months of waiting obtained from him a copy of the work. After
other months of correspondence, in trying to obtain additional
light in relation to the Morrison family now in Scotland, it was
my good fortune to open a correspondence with Norman Mori-
son, Esq., postmaster of St,ornoway,' Isle of Lewis, Scotland, a
direct descendant of Judge Morrison, the last Brieve of Lewis,
who was slain about A.D. 1600. I was thus enabled to take up
the work where Captain Thomas laid it down, and bring the
history of the descendants of Judge Morrison down to 1880,
and include it in my work. The other branches of Morrisons
included in it are those of whom information was obtained
during the progress of the work, and which I thought best not
to omit.

In the orthography of proper names, I have generally adopted
the spelling sent me in the records. Where there are errors in
dates (and there are many in all genealogical works), some of
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the blame must rest on those sending them; for records are
often written illegibly, and sometimes vary when given by dif-
ferent members of the same family, and occasionally when given
at different times by the same person. The dates of births,
marriages, and deaths are as full as an extensive research could
make them.

Genealogical works are never perfect. The sources from which
they are derived — county, town, and family records — are all
more or less defective. Many families have kept no records,
and many records are lost by accident, so that it is utterly im-
possible always to ascertain the correct dates. I have given as
full a record as could be made from the information at my com-
mand. As mere names and dates are not interesting reading,
I have endeavored to bring before my readers the living indi-
viduals, and have introduced a large amount of biographical
and historical matter, giving the prominent facts of their lives,
the positions they have occupied in civil life, in the military
service, or in the liberal professions.

The uninitiated have no conception of the labor and time
involved in a work of this nature. This work is the result of
nearly three years of labor. In its preparation I have written
more than twenty-five hundred letters, and travelled more than
two thousand miles. No probable channel of information has
remained unexplored. I have had correspondence with all parts
of America, and with England, Scotland, and Ireland. With
more time and expense, the work might have been improved;
or had I started with the distinct purpose of preparing it, it
would have been different. I give it as it is to the family of
Morison or Morrison, and to the allied families found within
its pages.

Old artists, it is said, never completed their work. Many
statues were in their brain when they died, which were never
wrought into granite or marble. So in regard to this history:
it may not be complete ; but the shaft is reared, and other hands
may polish and finish it. The “finger-posts” are established, to
show the way our fathers trod.
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This is a family history; and it has been my endeavor to
make it acceptable to those for whom alone it was prepared.
- In tracing the Morisons, I have in most cases traced both the
male and female lines, and have (different from most genealo-
gists) arranged them together.

ARBANGEMENT.

In the arrangement, the Slafter system has been followed in
the main. The system is simple and easy to be understood.
Consecutive numbers are used on the left margins of the pages
all through the book, no two persons appearing with the same
number, and many being entered twice, —first as a child, and
enclosed in brackets [ ] at the right is the number the person
bears as head of a family. Turning to the number’ the child
bears as the head of a family, at the right of the name, enclosed
in brackets [ ], is the number the person bore as a child. This
reference will be plain as soon as the eye falls upon the page.

Where families are put in close type, and two or three gener-
ations are given at once, the parent’s name is numbered in the
usual way, his children are designated by the numerals 1, 2, 3,
etc. (See No. 1276.)

If it be desired to trace the line of descent, find the name in
the Index, and against it will be found a personal number, de-
noting the person either as a child or as the head of a family.
If the number be that of a child, above it will be the parent’s
name, with a figure above it at the right, which denotes the
generation to which he belongs; the first succeeding name in
parentheses being the parent, the next the grandparent, and so
on to the first ancestor, or the first generation.

The pedigree of every head of a family will be seen at a
glance. :

Every woman’s married name is enclosed in parentheses ().
(See No. 839: Hannah* (Barker) [718], Elizabeth® (Smith), John
Morison? John!.) Her married name was Barker, her maiden
name was Hannah Smith, of the fourth generation, daughter of
Elizabeth (Morison) Smith, third generation, daughter of John
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Morison, second generation, son of John Morison, first genera-
tion. The number 718 gives her as a child, and number 839 as
the head of a family.

A mark of interrogation (?) after a name or date implies nn-
certainty or doubt. The letters unm. (unmarried, or single) are
sometimes employed ; but where marriage is not mentioned, the
person was usually no¢ married, or, if married, the fact was un-
known to me. Other abbreviations are used; such as, 5., for
born ; m., for married; d., for died ; res., for reside, resided, or
residence, according to the manner in which it is used.

Should the records of any family be found imperfect, the
responsibility will not rest on me, as I have made all proper
efforts to have them complete. Where lttle is given, much
must not be required.

The arrangement of Charter Samuel Morison’s branch is ex-
plained on page 295; and a separate Index is prepared for that
branch, and for Charter David Morison, by the anthor, Judge
Charles R. Morrison, of Manchester, N. H.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

I would express my deep obligation to all who have so kindly
seconded my efforts by correspondence, words of encouragement,
and personal assistance.

To Robert C. Mack, Esq., the veteran antiquary, of Lon-
donderry, N. H., for kindly aid. His large amount of valuable
materials concerning Londonderry have always been at my dis-
posal. To George W. Weston, Esq., the genial register of
deeds of Rockingham County, I am indebted for gratuitous
services in examining records. To Rev. John Hopkins Mor-
ison, p. D., of Boston, and to Dr. James Morison, of Quincy,
Mass., I would make special acknowledgment for the deep in-
terest manifested and kindly aid given me in many ways, from
the very commencement of the undertaking to its consummation.
I am indebted to N. H. Morison, LL. D., provost of the Peabody
Institute, Baltimore, Md., for the system of index and of rum-
ning titles adopted in this book. For the valuable fruits of his
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researches, which appear in the body of this work, and for
kindly looking over a part of my manuscript before publishing,
I am grateful.

To the Hon. Thomas F. Morrison, member of the Legisla-
tive Council, of Londonderry, N. S., and to Samuel Steele Mor-
rison, Esq., of Economy, N. S., I am under especial obligations
for prompt and earnest efforts in collecting facts relating to the
Nova Scotia Morrisons.

To George W. Morrison, Ksq., of Rockingham, Vt.; to Stephen
A. Morrison, Esq., of Saugatuck, Mich.; to Hon. Thomas H.
Morison, of Norwalk, Ct.; and to Robert S. Morrison, of La
Porte, Ind., I am indebted for donations, and for other assist-
ance in my difficult and unremunerative task.

To William B. Merrill, Esq., and Joshua Merrill, Esq., of
Boston, Mass., I must express my grateful acknowledgments for
their interest in this work, and their large subscription for copies,
which has aided me materially in its publication.

I owe especial thanks to Norman Morison, Esq., postmaster,
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, Scotland, for valuable materials; and
to Capt. F. W. L. Thomas, of the Royal Navy, Edinburgh, Scot-
land, for ¢“The Traditions of the Morrisons,” etc., and for other
interesting facts. To John Murdoch, Esq., of Inverness, Scot-
land, editor of “The Highlander,” I am indebted for copies of
that paper during several months, and for the rare articles thus
placed within my reach. The Hon. Alexander H. Morrison, of
St. Joseph, Mich. (the nearest living relative of the last Heredi-
tary Judge), has, by his generosity, placed myself, and all who
bear the name of Morrison, under great obligations.

From George W. Moore, Esq., of Medina, Mich.; Capt. Samuel
Morrison, of Alstead, N. H.; Hon. Matthew H. Taylor, of N.
Salem, N. H.; Marquis F. Morrison, Esq., of Hartland, Vt.;
and Solon Morrison, Esq., of Montreal, P. Q., and many others,
I have received important aid and valuable information.

To those “mothers in Israel,” Mrs. Mary Steele (granddaughter
of Hannah (Morison) Clendennin), and ‘“ Aunt Naomi” Morri-
son (great-granddaughter of Charter James Morison), of Wind-
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ham, N. H.; Mrs. Henty (great-granddaughter of Dea. Halbert
Morison), of Acadian Mines, Londonderry, N. S.; Mrs. Nowell
(great-granddaughter of Dea. Halbert Morison), of Goffstown,
N. H.; and Mrs. Frances Terwilliger (great-great-granddaughter
of Charter John Morison, and also of his sister Martha (Mor-
ison) Steele), of Belvidere, Ill., my thanks are due. By these,
some of the early traditions of the family have been preserved,
and the years between wus, and the first generation of our race
in America, have been bridged over. Without the aid which
they have given, the history of the Morisons of Londonderry,
N. H,, could not have been so satisfactorily written, and much
of the information it contains would have been irrecoverably
lost.

To Judge Charles R. Morrison, of Manchester, N. H., for the
history of Charter Samuel Morison’s branch of the family, my
thanks are due. To Rev. James Horace Morrison, p. ., of Car-
tersville, Cumberland Co., Va., and to his son, Rev. Wm. Foster
Morrison, of Washington, D. C., I am under obligations for
information of the Morrisons of Virginia. To Dr. Joseph B.
Morrison, of Maryville, Mo., and Samuel Morrison, Esq., of
Indianapolis, Ind., I am indebted for information of the Mori-
sons of Pennsylvania; and to Rev. George Morrison, p. p., of
Aberdeen, Md., for the history of the Morrisons of Delaware.

The author would express his thanks to the printers, Messrs.
Huse, Goodwin & Co., of Lowell, Mass., for the accurate, faith-
ful, and tasteful manner in which the mechanical execution of
the work has been accomplished. The engraving of the Mor-
rison Homestead, Windham, N. H., is from a photograph by
C. A. Lawrence, of Lawrence, Mass. The albertype engrav-
ings, and the map of Londonderry, N. H., are from the Forbes
Lithographic Co., of Boston, Mass. Many of the steel plates
were made by my order, by that gentlemanly and natural artist,
J. A. J. Wilcox, of Boston.

The book has been open to all who were willing to contribute
portraits of persons, or views of homesteads, to embellish its
pages. My thanks are due to A. S. Morrison & Bros., of Brain-
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tree, Mass., for the portrait of their father, Hon. Alva Morrison ;
to Mrs. Horace Morison, of Portsmouth, N. H., for the engrav-
ing of the Morison Homestead in Peterborough, N. H.; to Geo.
S. Morison, of New York, N. Y., for the portrait of his father,
Rev. John H. Morison, p.p. To those also who aided in insert-
ing the engraving of the Morrison Homestead in Windham, and
to all those who have furnished portraits of themselves or others,
I would render my grateful acknowledgments.

In conclusion, I can but express the hope that the perusal of
these pages may afford others as much pleasure as their prep-
aration and publication have afforded me. This work has been

” a8 I never can receive pay for all my toil.

a “labor of love,
It has afforded me a delightful occupation, for what without it
would have been many weary hours; and among the sunny
memories of my life will be the remembrance of many true
and noble men and women whose acquaintance it has given me.
LEONARD A. MORRISON.
WinNbpHaM, N. H., Oct. 21, 1880.



- HISTORY OF THE MORISONS.

CHAPTER I.

PROGENITOR OF THE CLAN, AND HISTORY OF LEWIS.—ORIGIN OF THRE
FAMILY OF MORISON. —ORTHOGRAPHY OF THE NAME. — DERIVATION
OF THE NAME MORISON. — C0oATS OF ARMS., — FIRST MORISONS IN
AMERICA.

PROGENITOR OF THE CLAN, AND HISTORY OF LEWIS.

Uxpkr date of Feb. 9, 1879, Capt. F. W. L. Thomas, of the
Royal Navy, and resident of Edinburgh, writes: —

“The person from whom the Clan Morrison derives its name
is unknown. Although the name is Gaelic, I do not doubt that
he was a Gall-Gaél (Gall is a foreigner, stranger); that is, of
mixed descent. ’

“I have proved by an exhaustive inquiry (Vol. XI, Pro. Soc.
Antiq. Scotland) that all the principal and good farms in Lewis
have Norse names; hence the people who gave these names spoke
Norse or Icelandic. Lewis, as part of the Kingdom of Man, was
under the dominion of Norway till it was ceded to Scotland in
1266; and I suppose the Gaelic language to have been general in
the islands after that time.”

Under date of April 6, 1879, he says:—

“The history of the Hebrides, Western Isles, or Sudreyar,
begins in 563, with the advent of St. Columba.

“In 795, the Danes and Norwegians began their devastations,
and, I believe, exterminated or drove out the Celtic inhabitants.

“From that time the islands appear to have been held by inde-
pendent vikings, or pirates, till Harold Fairhair, King of Norway,
made several expeditions against them; from which time the
Orkneys were held by a Norwegian Earl, but the Western Isles
continued in great confusion.

“From about 980 to 1064, the Western Isles were held by the
Earl of Orkney; but after that time (1064), they formed part of
the Kingdom of Man; until, in 1266, they were ceded by treaty
to Scotland. Thus the Western Isle#®were under Scandinavian
rule for four hundred and seventy-one years. They were after-

2
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wards held by the Lords of the Isles (Macdonalds), under the
Scottish crown, till they forfeited in 1493. From that time the
different chiefs of the Isles held their lands direct from the
Crown, and their history is a continual narrative of turbulence
and disorder. Such is their history, which would form material
for several volumes; and after all, there is not suflicient detail to
make it generally interesting. For hundreds of years we have
to be content with a meagre notice, from which the narrative
must be deduced by inference, for want of direct record or
information.” *

From the pen of Mac Fhearghuis (Charles Fergurson), I take
this account of the Morrisons. It was printed’ early in the year
1879, in «The Highlander,” a paper published at Inverness, Scot-
land, by John Murdoch.

“ MorriSON.—I am afraid that ¢Steorn-a-bhaigh’ overrates my
abilities if he expects me to give the origin and history of this
ancient clan,—the clan Mac Ghille-Mhuire, whose origin, and
most part of whose history as a clan, may be said to end about
1600, a date at which many of our most noted clans are only too
proud to begin their history. The name, derived from Gille-
Mhuire, ‘gille or servant of Mary,” most likely from their being
at some early period connected with some church or church
lands dedicated to the Virgin Mary. From time immemorial the
Morrisons were possessed of the extreme northern point of the
island of Lewis; and their chief, Morrison of Habost, for many
generations held the honorable position of hereditary breitheamh,
or judge, of the whole island of Lewis, down to the year 1613.
They have two tartans,—a beautiful red clan tartan, and a green
hunting tartan. Their crest is: Two arms, dexter and sinister
in’ fesse, couped, holding a two-handed sword, in pale. Motto,
‘Marte et mari faventibus,’—War and the sea favoring. Like
most clans nowadays, the Morrisons have had many a fancy origin
ascribed to them by that class of writers who would like to give
every clan and family in the Highlands a foreign origin, and who
would like to deprive the Highlander of even the privilege of
being a native of his own country, following, as is too common
in many other things, the example of the Sassenach, who take a
pride in a Norman, or, in fact, any foreign descent. However,
such are the simple historical facts about the Morrisons.”

The following article was printed March 2, 1878, in “The High-
lander,” and is from a correspondent, “Mac-a-Bhreitheamh.”

* The island of Lewis contains at present 21,000 inhabitants. Storn-
oway is its chief city, having a population of 3,000. In the months of
May and June of each year, some seven hundred boats visit the city from
the west coast of Scotland, engaged in the herring flsheries. The inhab-
itants of Lewis are Protestants. Macaulay, the historian, was descended
from the Macaulays of this island. An interesting description of Lewis
and the other Western Islands will be found in the story of ¢ Sheila. A
Princess of Thule,” by William Black.
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“TaE MorrisoNs.—In answer to Lomach’s inquiry as to the
origin and clanship of the Morrisons, I may state, by the help
of some notes on the subject which I found among a parcel of
papers belonging to an old friend of mine, one of the name, that
they came across from Norway or Denmark, as the Lewis was at
that period occupied by that race. The Morrisons resided in the
district of Ness, near the Butt of Lewis. They chose or elected
a judge, or breitheamh, to settle any disputes among them, and
to enact laws as to their respective rights of possession in the
different parts of the district. This chief, or dreitheamh’s name
was Muire, or Mori, hence his progeny of Morison, who to this
day occupy Ness. His descendants are distinguished from the
other branches, by the old men of the island, as ¢‘Clann a’ Brei-
theamh.” This breitheam/h had a domestic servant, or scallag, of
another name; but who, on being taken into the service of
breitheamh, changed his name to that of his master, and his
descendants are distinguished from the others, as, ¢Clann Mhic-
Ille Mhuire’ Doubtless there were others who came across the
North Sea at the same time, as the breitheamh, but are known by
no such distinction such as the other branches; but those and
<Clann a’ Bhreitheamh’ are one of the same stem, whereas ¢Clann
Mhic-Ille Mhuire’ are only, as it were, engrafted into the clan.
1 cannot say whether they are a clan or not, but at that time
they were very clannish in their ways, as they used very often to
make raids into the Uig district and carry away booty in the
shape of cattle from the Macaulays of Uig. There are still in
Ness old men who in their dress and stature greatly resemble
the Norwegians, so I have heard. Their coat of arms is three
Saracens’ heads and a serpent.”

ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY OF MORISON.

The family of Morison is very numerous in Scotland, and the
name has been a fixed surname there and in the adjacent Island
of Lewis for many centuries, probably for a thousand years. It
is an old name in the counties of Lincoln, Hertfordshire, and
Lancashire, England, where persons of the name, several cen-
turies ago, were knighted and received coats of arms. The
family has spread over England, Ireland, and America. It ap-
pears to be evident that all of the name spring from the same
stock, and have a common origin.

The Island of Lewis, on the west coast of Scotland,* is undoubt-
edly the place where the family originated, though its founder
was probably of Norwegian origin.

In regard to the origin of the family, the following evidence is
presented. In Captain Thomas’s “ Traditions of the Morrisons,”
an extract is made from a “Description of the Lewis by John
Morisone, Indweller there,” written presumably between 1678 and
1688, wherein he says, “ The first and most ancient inhabitants of

* See Map of Scotland.
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this countrie were three men of three several races, viz. Mores,
the son of Kennanus, whom the Irish historians call Makurich,
whom they make to be son to one of the kings of Norway, some
of whose posteritie remains in this land to this day. All the
Morrisons in Scotland may challenge their descent from this
man.” '

"Another tradition, preserved in the branch of Morisons which
settled in Nottingham, N. H.,, is to the same effect, and points in
the same direction. This branch of the family emigrated from
Scotland to Ireland, at the time of the siege of Derry, 1688, and
to Nottingham, N. H,, in 1727. This statement is from Hon.
Robert Morrison, of Northwood, N. H., a former mayor of
Portsmouth, N. H., who received it in the early part of the pres-
ent century, from an aged relative whose birth dates back to
1750. While giving him words of admonition, this aged person
said, ¢ Maintain the honor and integrity of your family, for the
Morrisons come from the best blood of Scotland; they are de-
gcended from the royal family.” Royalty amounts to nothing,
and only that man is truly royal who makes himself so by a noble
life and heroic deeds.

This evidence is adduced to show the ground there is for belief
in the consanguinity of the different branches. The reader will
not fail to notice the striking similarity of these traditions, com-
ing down for two centuries through different channels. We
know of no intercourse between the Morrisons of New Hamp-
shire and the Morisons of Scotland since the emigration of the
former in 1688. The traditions here and the traditions there were
geparate and independent. The streams, one on this side of the
Atlantic and one on that side, ran unmingled for two hundred
years, and yet they retain in their essential parts the same cur-
rent of tradition.

These traditions all point in the same direction, and establish
beyond reasonable doubt the common origin of the family, and
Lewis as its early home.

ORTHOGRAPHY OF THE NAME.

There is no authoritative manner of spelling Morison. It has
been found spelled in many different ways, such as Maryson,
Moreson, Moryson, Morreson, Moorison, Morrisson, Morson,
Morisown, Morisone, Morison, Morrison, Murison, and Mor-
rowson.

In early days, the family in Scotland, England, Ireland, and
America almost invariably spelled their name with one r; thus,
Morison. This was the customary orthography till about the

ear 1800, when the change to Morrison became general in Scot-
land, England, Ireland, and America, and has continued to the
present time. The family in Londonderry, N. H., followed the
general custom. ’ *

Norman Morison, Esq., of Stornoway, Island of Lewis, Scot-
land (a descendant of the Hereditary Judges), writes, “ Our
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family, and indeed the Lewis families, wrote their name with
one r; thus, Morison.” George Cruikshanks, Esq., of Scotland,
writes, Aug. 30, 1879, “The Morisons of Bogney, from whom I
suppose you are descended, always spelled their name with one
r, and I may say they are almost the only family in Scotland who
do so.” :

Morison is the original mode of spelling. It comes nearer the
supposed derivation of the name, and appears to be the correct

orthography.
DERIVATION OF THE NAME.

Capt. F. W. L. Thomas writes, under date of Aug. 1, 1879,
“The original name is Gaelic, of which the translation is ‘Son of
the Servant (Disciple) of Mary,’ now reduced to Maryson,” ete.

The History of Raymond, N. H., says, “ Morrison, son of Morris:
Morris is from the Welsh Mazwr (Great), and rys (a warrior); so
the name means son of a great warrior.”

Hon. Charles Morrison, M. p., of London, Eng., writes, « Have
always supposed that it [ Morrison] means ¢Son of Maurice,’
Maurice being the French form of the Latin Mawuritius.”

The name was spelled Moorison by one family in Scotland,
which one of its members thought “indicative of connection with
the three Moors’ heads forming the Morrison crest.”

Nathaniel Holmes Morison, LL.D., Provost of the Peabody
Institute of Baltimore, Md., writes as follows, under date of Feb.
24, 1880: “J examined this point, the origin of the name, some-
what, years ago, and came to the conclusion that the name is
simply son of Moor, More, Mhor, Muir, Moir, Mor, and that this
variously spelled name comes from the Gaelic word m#hor, or mor,
signifying ¢ renowned, famous, a mighty one.” The mere fact that
the Moors and Morrisons have a common crest, three Moors’ heads,
is strong presumptive evidence in its favor, and shows that there
was a connection between the two families.”

Under date of March 11, 1880, he writes, “If the name is
derived from the Gaelic mhor, or mor,* as I think it is, it must
have been formed from that word afler the persons bearing the
name of Moor, etc., had ceased to be Gaéls, and become either
Norsemen or Saxons, and used one of these languages. The
Gaelic for son is mac, while son is both Norse and Saxon. It
is clear to my mind that, like Johnson, Allison, and many other
names, this name means the son of somebody,— whether of Mary,
Moore, or Maurice can hardly be asserted with confidence; but
the fact that the Moors, and not the Morrises, have the same
crest as the Morrisons, plainly points in that direction for the
ancestry of the name. The name as originally written in Saxon,
or in Saxon-English, would be Mooresson, or Mores-son; or if
the A of the Gaelic were retained, Mhores-son, the Saxon genitive,

*«In the old Norse, or Icelandic, language, mor means a swarm, a
shoal.” —N. H. M.
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our possessive, being es. This is by far the most regular, the
most simple, the most natural, and, taking the crest into account,
the most probable origin of the name. ¢The Saxon language was
well established in England and the Lowlands of Scotland in the
ninth century. In Norse, the name would be Moors-son, Mors-
son, Mhors-son, the genitive being formed in 8 without the ¢.””

COATS OF ARMS.

The arms as borne by different branches of the Morison family,
as given in Burke’s Heraldic Dictionary: — -
orison (Dersay, Co. of Fife, Scotland).— Azure (blue);
three Saracen heads conjoined in one neck, proper, the faces
looking to the chief (front); dexter and sinister sides (both
sides) of the shield. Motto, Pretio prudentia praestat.

%
L/ FRUDENTIA PRkS

MoRisoN.

Morison (Lyon Register).—The same, with two falcons’ heads
couped; azure; in the flanks a serpent issuing, proper. Motto,
Pretio prudentia praestat.

Morison (Bogney, Scotland).—The same as of Dersay, with
the uppermost head affixed by a wreath to the other two.

Morison (Preston Grange, Scotland).— New Register. Argent
(silver or white); three Moors’ heads couped, sable two, and one
banded of the first. Crests: three Saracen heads, as in the arms
of Morison of Dersay. Motto, Pretio prudentia praestat.

Morison.— Argent (silver); a fesse gules (red) between three
Moors’ heads, sable, banded of the second. Crest: three Moors’
heads conjoined in one neck, proper, one looking upward, the
other two to the dexter and sinister. Motto, Prudentia praestat.

Morison, or Morrison (Cashiobury, Co. Hertfordshire, as borne
by Sir Charles Morrison, Knight of the Bath, created a Baronet
in 1611. His daughter and heir Elizabeth married Arthur, Lord
Capel, and was mother of Arthur, first earl of Essex).— Arms,
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Or (golden), on a chief, gules (red), three chaplets of the field.
Crest: a Pegasus, or (golaen).

«0Old John Guillim rays, writing two hundred years before
Burke, who seems to have copied him almost word for word:
¢ Azure; three Saracen heads conjoined In one neck, proper, the
faces looking towards the chief, dexter and sinister sides, by the
name of Morison.” (Guillim’s Heraldry, p. 251.) He seems to
imply that what is called the Dorsey Morison’s arms belonged to
‘the name of Morison.”*

Nisbet Heraldry, Vol. I, p. 262, says: “Those of the name of
Moir and Morison carry three Moores’ heads, relative to their
name.”

Papworth, Armorials, p. 935, says, “ Moor or Moir of Scotstown
and Murison, have three Moores’ heads argent. These heads are
placed one on top of the other two, looking upward.” By impli-
cation it would show a connection between the families of Moor
and Morison.

The motto, “Pretio prudentia praestat,” Fairbain translates:
«“Prudence excels reward.” See Fairbain’s Crests. Elwin, in his
Handbook of Mottoes, translates it, “Prudence is better than
profit.” In Washbourne’s Family Crests, the translation is,
“Prudence is better than riches.” ¢“Prudentia comes from pro
and video, to see before, to look ahead. This quality of mind is
what we call long-headed, and is thoroughly Scotch. By coining
an expressive word I would translate it, Long-headedness is above
price.” This translation by Dr. N. H. Morison will, I think, be
acceptable to most Morrisons.

It is claimed that these arms and crest were bestowed upon a
Morison in the war of the Crusades for some deed of daring, by
the English king, Richard I (Cceeur de Lion). In this connection,
and relative to both crest and name, I will give an extract of a
letter from Dr. N. H. Morison, of Baltimore, under date of March
11, 1880. “The form of the crest—three Moors’ heads—is

retty strong presumptive evidence that it came from some

incident or incidents connected with the Crusades. Where else
could the Gaégls of Scotland have come in contact with the
Moors? Men did not travel in those days, and ordinary wars
were petty affairs, usually between neighboring chiefs. Fynes
Moryson was the greatest traveller of the sixteenth century,—
his ¢Itinerary Through Ten Kingdoms’ being the most reliable
and thorough account of the countries he visited during ten years
of laborious travel. I should hardly look for the name, then,
before the Crusades; both on account of its composition having
the Saxon son in it, and on account of this crest, probably
derived from some ancestor of the Moore family.”

At different times, other arms have been granted, different
from those given, and which it is useless to mention.

* From letter of N. H. Morison, LL. D., of Baltimore, Md., dated April,
1880.
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The Morrison family is (1880) well represented in the various
professions and in politics in England, Scotland, and Ireland.

In the county of Aberdeen, Scotland, a number are wealthy
landowners.

D. Morrison, LL. p., Rector of Glasgow Academy.

A. Morrison, LL. p., Principal of Scotch College, Melbourne,
Australia.

Hon. C. Morrison, M. p., London, England.

Many of the name are clergymen.

FIRST MORISONS IN AMERICA.

There have been many emigrations of Morisons to America.
From the most authentic sources I find nine persons of the name
who emigrated to this country previous to A. D. 1700. ‘

1635. Elizaheth Morrison, aged 12 years; came in the ship ¢ Planter,”
in the family of George Giddings, from Hertfordshire, Eng.

1635. William Morrison, aged 23 ; embarked in the ¢ Peter Bonaventure,”
of London, bound for the Barbadoes.

1635, Aug. 21. Robert Morrison embarked for Virginia at S. Severne, Eng.

1665. Previous to this year, a Mr. Morrison was Governor of Virginia
for one year.

1670. Prior to this year, Richard Morrison, Esq., was appointed to the
office of Cuptain or Keeper of the Custle of Point Comfort, Va.

1670, March 10. Hans Morrison received a patent, given at Fort James,
N. Y., of lands at White Clay Creek, Del., where his descend-
ants still live.

1677. Robert Morrison, who departed this life the 10th of May, 1677.
Probate Records of Rockingham Co., N. H.

1685. The name of Richard Morison appears on the court records of
Rockingham Co., N. H.

1690. Andrew Moirison was in New Haven, Conn.

1690. Daniel Morrison was a settler of Newbury, Mass. (See Coffin’s
History of Newbury.)

1710, Feb. 19. Silence Hall, of Guilford, Conn., marricd Abraham Mor-
rison.

1718. James, John, and Halbert Morison emigrated from the North of
Ireland, and landed in Boston. The scettlement of Londonderry,
N. H., commenced in 1719. The first two located in London-
derry in 1719.

1719. Halbert Morison located at ¢ Sheepscot,” Me., in the vicinity of
Casco Bay, and removed to Londonderry, N. H., in 1735. He
was the son of John Morison, who died in 1736.

1721. Samuel, David, and Robert Morison were in Londonderry, N. H.,
and signed the petition for a charter.

1720-23. John Morison and his four children by his last wife emigrated
to Londonderry. He died 17386, aged 108 (?) years.

1726. William Morrison landed in Boston, Mass., and settled in Notting-
ham, N. H., 1727.

1730. Samuel Morison, Jr., settled in Londonderry.

Since that time emigrations have been numerous, and the
descendants of these emigrants are scattered over the United
States and Canada.
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CHAPTER II.

TRADITIONS OF THE MORRISOXS (CLAN Mac GRILLEMHUIRE), HEREDI-
TARY JUDGES OF LEWwIs, BY CapT. F. W, L. THOoMAS, R. N., VICE-
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF SCOTLAND:* AND
A HISTORY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE LAST ‘“ HEREDITARY
JUDGE,” TO 1880, REWRITTEN, FROM AUTHENTIC SOURCES, BY THE
AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK. .

TRADITIONS OF THE MORRISONS.

A LETTER communicated to the “ Athenseum,” in March, 1866,
contained some account of the Lewis Clans founded on oral tra-
dition. Since then I have collected much additional information
concerning them, either from printed books and MSS,, or from
notices supplied to me by residents on the island.

In the letter to the ¢ Athenzum ” it was stated, on the author-
ity of those around me, that time out of mind Lewis had been
inhabited by three confederated clans, the Macleods, the Mor-
risons, and the Macaulays. This statement is confirmed in a
“Description of the Lewis, by John Morisone,} indweller there,”
which is inferred to have been written betwcen 1678 and 1688.
The “Indweller” states: ¢“The first and most ancient inhabitants
of this countrie were three men of three several races, viz. Mores,
the sone of Kennanus, whom the Irish§ historians call Makurich,
whom they make to be son to one of the kings of Norovay, some
of whose posteritie remains in the land to this day. All the Mor-

* In this chapter I have copied nearly the whole of Captain Thomas's
pamphict, omitting such portions as were not essential to the narrative.

+ R. Chambers has, under the heading of ‘‘ Family Characteristics,” in
his “ Popular Rhymes of Scotland,”— ¢ The Manly Morrisons. This is,
or was, especlally applicable to a family which had been settled for a long
period at Woodend, in the parish of Kirkmichael, in Dumfriesshire, and
become remarkable for the handsomeness of its cadets” (Collected
Works, vol. vii, p. 97). It is still applicable to the Morrisons of the
Outer Hebrides.

$ From internal evidence it can be proved that the ¢ Description” was
written after 1678, and probably before 1688. He speaks of the destruc-
tion of Stornoway Castle, which took place in 1654, as having ‘lately”
occurred. The writer was intimately acquainted with Lewis; when young,
there were only three people in Lewis who knew the alphabet, but when
he wrote, the head of the family at least was usually able to read and
write. The author was probably the Rev. John Morrison, sometime min-
ister of Urray, son of John Morrison of Bragar, and father of the Rev.
John Morrison, minister of Petty.

§ This means the Gaelic, or Highland Scotch, historians. — Ep.
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risons in Scotland may challenge their descent from this man.
The second was Iskair Mac Aulay, an Irishman,* whose posteritie
remain likewise to this day in the Lews. The third was Mac-
naicle, whose only daughter, Torquile, the first of that name (and
sone to Claudius the son of Olipheus, who likewise is said to
be the King of Norvay his sone), did violently espouse, and cut
off immediately the whole race of Maknaicle, and possessed him-.
self of the whole Lews, and continueth in his posteritie (Macleod
Lews), during thirteen or fourteen generations, and so extinct
before, or at least about 1600.” {

Such was the tradition of the origin of the ruling families in
the seventeenth century, and it is first to be noted that the writer
uses “Irish” and “Irishman,” where we should now write “Gaclic”
and “Gagl.”

With regard to the Macleods, the tradition is general that that
family got dominion in Lewis by marriage with the heiress of Mac
Nicol; but while willing to believe that Torquil increased his
superiority by such marriage, I have shown in the Memoir on
Lewis Place-names that Thormod Thorkelson was in Lewis, with
wife, men, and goods, in 1231; and that the clan-name, Leod, is in
all probability derived from ZLiotulfr, who was a chief in Lewis
in the middle of the twelfth century.}

Of the Morrisons, it is strange that the “Indweller,” himself a
Morrison, should have ignored what he would have called the
“Irish”§ name of his clan, which is from Gille-Mhuire, t. e.
servant of Mary; from Gille, ¢. e. a servant, etc., and More,
i.e. Mary. A Morrison in Gaclic is Muc Ghillemhuire, some-
times shortened to Gillmore, Gilmour; or translated Morrison,
Maryson; or reduced to Milmore, Miles, Myles. The Morrisons
are a numerous clan in Lewis, where, in 1861, they numbered
1402, or one fifteenth of the whole population; in Harris there
were 530, equal to one seventh of the inhabitants. These num-
bers indicate a domination in the island of many centuries.

There is no real tradition of their original settlement in Lewis,
except that the founder was the inevitable son of the King of
Lochlann; but one remarkable genealogy of Macleod makes Gille-
muire to have been the father of Leod; and before Raice (Rooke)
and Olbair (Ulf?) the Hewer, we have another Gillemuire. It is
added that Falga fholt-alainn, i.e. Ealga of the Beautiful Hair,
daughter of Arailt Mac Semmair, King of Lochlainn, was the
mother of Gillemuire.” |

I learn from Mr. Skene that the serfs or tenants on lands belong-
ing to a church or monastery dedicated to the Virgin would be
called the Gillies of Mary; hence the origin of the name; but in
process of time it is evident that such names as Gillemuire were
used as proper names, and without any reference to office or
employment. Although Petrie says that no Irish churches were

* A Gaél. + Spot. Mis., vol. i, p. 341.
1 Pro. Soc. Ant. Scot., vol. xi, p. 507. § Gaelic.
|| Ulst. Jour. Arch., vol. ix, p. 820.
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dedicated to the Virgin before the twelfth century,* there are
notices of Maelmaire, son of Ainbith, at A. D. 919,1 and of Mael-
muire, son of Eochaidh, abbot-bishop of Armagh, at A. D. 1020.1
Nor, although the name is Gaelic, is it to be inferred that the

ssessor was of pure Gaelic descent, but rather that he was one
of the Gall-Gaél, or mixed race of Northmen and Gaél who peo-
pled the towns and shores of Ireland and the western islands and
coasts of Scotland. For Maelmaire, sister of Sitric, King of
Dublin, is on record circa 1066;§ and, before the conquest of Ire-
land, in 1130, Mac Gille Maire, son of Allgoirt of Port Lairge
(Waterford), the best foreigner (Ga¥l) that was in Eirinn, was
slain. ||

In Ireland there was a Clan Mac Ghillemuire settled in Lecale
(Leth-Cathal), County Down. On July 7, 1244, Henry III
requests, among others, that Mac Gillemuri himself, and with
his forces, will join the Justiciary of Ireland about to depart
for Scotland:—

The King to [Mac Gil]emur&]. Thanks him for the good
service he is prepared to render. As Alexander, King of
Scotland, has made peace, [Mac Gillemuri] may return to his
own country, but the king prays he may be ready for service §
the ensuning summer. (For further notices of the Clan Mac
Ghillemhuire, see Reeves’ “Ece. Antiquities,” p. 339.)

The chief of the Clan Morrison, whose dwelling was at Habost,
Ness, was hereditary judge or brieve (Breitheamh) of Lewis,
and continued to hold the office till the beginning of the seven-
teenth century. The only record of his judgeship is that given
by Sir R. Gordon, who, under the rubric of “What the office
of a Breive is among the ilanders,” ** states that “ The Breive is
a kind of judge amongst the islanders, who hath an absolute
judicatorie, vnto whose authoritie and censure they willinglie
submitt themselves, when he determineth any debatable question
betuein partie and partie.” In former times there was a brieve in
every island, and he had one eleventh of every subject that was
in dispute, but from whom there was an appeal to the chief
judge in Islay.ft Very exaggerated notions remain of the extent
of the jurisdiction of the Brieve of Lewis. One writer asserts
that it was a venerable institution that had stood for many ages,

* Round Towers, p. 173. *‘The dedications to St. Mary in Scotland
came in long before the twelfth century, as early as the sixth.”—W. F.
Skene

+ Todd’s * Wurs of the Gaedhil with the Gaill,” p. xci.

1 Ib., p. clxxxix.

§ Ib., p. cxlix.

|l ¢* Chron. Scot.,” p. 834. And I have seen in a history of Waterford
a mandate of protection from Henry II or III to Mac Gillvore and the
other Danes there,—but have lost the reference.

9 Cal. Doc. Ireland, p. 405.

** Sir R. Gordon, ‘‘Earl of Suth.,” p. 268, The Supp. to the Conflict of
the Clans, has, after *‘ themselfs,” ‘‘and never doe appeal from his sentence
quhen he determineth,” etc., p. 12.

+t Coll. De Reb. Alb., p. 297.
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and that the jurisdiction extended over the Hebrides from Islay
to the Butt of Lewis, and on the opposite coast to the Ord of
Caithness; another, that he was invested by His Majesty as judge
arbiter from Cape Wrath to the Mull of Kintyre,"and was abso-
lute in his jurisdiction. *

It is probable that the Brieve in Lewis represented the log-maor
of Norse domination, and that in the progress of time the office
changed from that of law-man or speaker-of-the-law at the ping,
or popular assembly, to that of Ddémandi, or administrator of
justice. In the Isle of Man the Deemster held an oftice of great
antiquity. He was judge in cases of life and death, as well as
in the most trifling contentions. His presence, whether in house
or field, on horseback or on foot, constituted a court; his decisions
were guided either by what he could remember of like cases, or
by his sense of justice, and this lex non scripta was called “breast-
law.” On assuming office he swore that he would administer
i'lusti(-e between man and man as evenly as the back-bone of the

erring lies between the two sides of the fish. Wherever the

deemster was present, the aggrieved party could lug his opponent
before him. The plaintiff placed his foot upon that of the
defendant, and held it there till judgment was pronounced.
Both in Lewis and in Man the decision seems to have been
accepted without reserve.

On the 29th May, 1527, King James addressed a letter to
“Qure Breff of Inuerness,” where “breff” is synonymous with
“sheriff ”; from whence it may be inferred that the vice-comes of-
Skye, named in the Chronicle of Man, was the brieve of that island.
How the office of law-man was abused under Scottish tyranny in
Shetland may be seen in Balfour’s “Oppressions”; but in Lewis,
owing to its remote situation, the brieve appears to have exercised
his ancient jurisdiction without interference. It is very doubtful
if ever a brieve of Lewis could have spoken a word of English,
and as the Scots Acts of Parliament have not been translated
into Gaelic, the decisions of the judge can never have had any
relation to them. Before the utter confusion into which the
country fell towards the close of the sixteenth century, the
brieve of Lewis, like the bard of Clanranald, may have received
some education in Gaelic; but in any case we have ample proof
that he exercised his office most unsparingly, for there are few
islands or districts in which the Cnroc na Chroicke, or Gallows
Hill,¥ is not a conspicuous feature. With the judge, says Dr.
Mac Ivor, perished the different records of the Lewis, and of the
countries over which he had jurisdiction, except a few memo-

* See also O. 8. A., vol. vi, p. 292.

+ There is a Gallows Hill at Kneep, Uig; at Shawhost, Barvas; another
near Stornoway; & Cnoc na Chroiche at Scalpay, Harris; and the place
where a gallows stood is pointed out at Rodil, Harris. A boat’s mast
seems to have often hecn used to hoist up a man instead of a sall, or the
mast upon which the victim was suspended was laid across a rift between
rocks. Gallows Hill is a common name in the Orkneys and in the Shet-
land islands.
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randa, or rather scraps,* retained by some of the judge’s de-
scendants who escaped the fury of the Macleods.

The ¢ Indweller ” is only partially correct in stating that Ken-
nanus Makurich, ¢. e. Cain Macvurich (Cathan Mac Mhurich),
was the first Morrison in Lewis; for the current tradition through-
out the island is that the heiress of the Morrisons, having deter-
mined she would only marry with a Morrison, Cain, who was a
Macdonald from Ardnamurchan, passed himself off for a Mor-
rison, became husband of the lady, and consequently brieve also.
The Harris Morrisons claim to be of the original stock. - The
North Uist historian of the Sleat Macdonalds (Ilugh Macdonald)
states that “Reginald married a brother’s son of his grandfather’s
to an heiress of the name of the Morrisons in the iewis”; and
that Reginald was killed by the Earl of Ross in 1346.%

It is further stated that Angus Oig, of Islay, married a daughter
of Guy O’Kaine in Ireland;} and this is confirmed by Mac Firbis,
who writes that the mother of John Mac Angus of Islay was
Aine, daughter of Cumhaighe O’ Cathain.§ In this way the
name of Cain has been introduced —if it was not there before—
into the Clan Macdonald, and through them it has been continued
as a family name among the Morrisons to the present day.

The conclusion to be drawn is that Kennanus Makurich, <. e.
Cain Macvurich, who was adopted into, and from whom descended
the leading family of the Morrisons of Ness, was the son of Murdo,
son, or rather grandson, of John the Bold, founder of the family
of Ardnamurchan; and ‘that the marriage took place not long
before 1346.

I am told that the badge of the Morrisons is “drift-wood,” of
which a great quantity is driven upon the west coast of Lewis.
The Lewis word for drift-wood is sgoid; hence, In derision, a
Morrison will be told that he has a “skate” (sgait, Gae.) for a
baby. ||

B{»sides the district of Ness, the Morrisons were dominant in
the district of Diurness, in Lord Reay’s country. The tradition
of their settlement there is that Ay Mac Hormaid (4odk Mac
Thormoid), a Morrison from Lewis, who was a handsome and
good-looking fellow, went for a cargo of meal to Thurso, and there
married the daughter (or the sister) of the Bishop of Caithness,
who bestowed upon the young couple the whole of Diurness, with
Ashir.f Ay Morrison “brought over with him from Lewis a col-

* These scraps were part of a MS. History of the Mackenzies, called
by Donald Gregory the Letterfearn MS. Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of
Lewis” contains what is probably a copy of those scraps.

t Coll. De Reb. Alb., p. £92. } Ib., p. 294.

§ Hill’'s ¢ Macdonnells of Antrim,” p. 875. 1876, Cumoighe O’Kane,
Lord of Oireacht O’Kane (Derry), was taken prisoner by the English at
the port of Coleraine, and sent prisoner in fetters to Carrickfergus. —
Connellan’s ¢ Four Masters.”

Il Or, for a wife. Sgoid is undoubtedly a survival of the Norse Skid, a
log of timber. ¢ Sgoid-chladaich,” Gael., a shore [{.e. drift] log.

9 Now foolishly corrupted to ‘¢ Old Shores.”



30 TRADITIONS OF THE MORRISONS.

ony of no less than sixty families, mostly of his own name, to
whom he gave lands upon his property; hence it is that the
name of Morrison is prevalent in these parts, for though the
property has fallen into other hands, the stock of the inhabitants
remains.” *

In 1518, Mac Ian of Ardnamurchan was killed;t the Uist his-
torian says that he fled for the space of a mile, but was over-
taken by Mr. (4. e. the Master or Heir) Allan Morrison, and killed
by the Laird of Raisay.}

In 154647, March 22, there is a remission to “Rorie M‘Cleud
of the Lewis,” and some of his clan, for treasonable assistance

iven to “Mathew, formerly Earl of Lennox,”$§ among whom is
“ William M‘hucheon,” probably a son of the brieve.

In 1551, July 23, Patrick Davidson is paid £10 by the king’s
treasurer that he may go to the Lewis to charge «“M<Cleude of the
Lewis and Hucheon of the Lewis to come to my Lord Governor
EArran] at the aire at Inverness.” | This is Hucheon Morrison,

rieve or judge of Lewis, who was indirectly the cause of the
ruin of the Stol Torguil.

The Mackenzie faction, having failed to gain Lewis, left the
Morrisons exposed to the vengeance of the Macleods for their
treachery to Torquil Du. The oligarchic Sir R. Gordon cannot
imagine that the ties of blood should be superior to fealty to a
chief. About this time the Morrisons fortified themselves in Dun
Eystein, at Ness.

Dun Eystein is a natural stronghold at the north end, or Ness,
of Lewis, in the townland of Croc Aird, to which the Morrisons
were wont to retire when hard pressed or in times of war. It is
a flat, cliffy island, of a somewhat oval shape, about 75 yards long
and 50 yards broad, and is separated from the mainland by a nar-
row, perpendicular ravine, through which the sea flows at high
water. The ravine is between 30 and 40 feet broad, and the same
in height. The remains of a strong wall follow the edge of the
cliff on the landward side of the island, and through the wall
there are said to have been squints or loopholes for observation
and defence.

Towards the northeast corner of the island is a dfin or castle,
sometimes called 7%gh nam Arm, or the House of Arms, now but
43 feet high. The outside of the dfn is an oblong square, 23 by
18 feet; and this basement is nearly solid, for the central area,
which is of an oval shape, is only 64 by 4} feet, and there is no
appearance of any doorway. The entrance or doorway was no
doubt at the height of the first floor, similar to a dfin in Taransay.
The walls are of dry-stone masonry, but that is no proof of age
in this part of the country. When exploring the ruins, the Rev.

* 0. S. A,, vol. vi, Edderachylis; where the tradition of the circum-
stance which caused the lands to be clalmed by the Sutherlands is stated.

+ Gregory, ¢ Hist. West. Isles,” p. 125.

t De Reb. Alb., p. 324. § Reg. Privy Seal. —Greg. Colls. MS.

|| Treasurer’s Accts.—Greg. Colls MS.
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M. Macphail, who made the above measurements, found a small
piece of flint, fragments of charcoal, and a strip of leather such
as was used for making brogues.

There are the remains of huts upon the island; and on the
south sides is a flat ledge, called Pallu* ne Biorlinn, or the Ledge
of the Galley or Birlin, whereon tradition tells that the Morrisons
used to haul up their boat.

There is no tradition of the Eysteinn who gave his name to the
diin; it is a common Norse name.

Many sanguinary battles, still recounted by tradition, were
fought between the Macleods and Macaulays on one side, and the
Morrisons on the other. At last the Morrisons were forced to
leave Lewis, and take refuge with that branch of their clan which
was settled in Duirness and Edderachyllis, in Sutherland, where
still, in 1793, the natives were all, except a few, of the three names
of Mac Leay, Morrison, or Macleod.

At that time there lived on Eilean Shiandaidh (pronounced
Elen Handa), 3. e. Sandey or Sand Island, one of the family of
Assynt Macleods, named Little John Mac Donald Vic Hucheon,
a man of low stature, but of matchless strength and skill in arms.
He and the brieve, John Morrison, met accidentally in a house in
Inverkirkaig in Assyant. Being in one room and of contrary
factions, presently they fell to fighting, when, although the Brieve
had six men, and John of Sandey but four, the Brieve and five
of the Morrisons were killed without any loss on the side of
the Macleods. Sir R. Gordon suggests that God deprived the
Brieve and his company of the courage or ability to resist; but
it must not be forgotten that this same John of Sandey had
been previously defeated at Carloway, in Lewis, by the Morrison
faction.t

Among the numerous islands on the coast of Edderachyllis is
one called Eilean a Bhritheimh, or Judge’s Island; for after John
Morrison had been slain, his friends in Lewis came in a galley to
bring home his corpse; but contrary winds arising, they were
driven to this island, where they found it convenient to disem-
bowel the body and bury the intestines, and on the wind changing
they arrived in safety at Ness.}

Malcolm Mor Mac Ian, who now succeeded to the chieftainship
of the Morrisons, sought for John of Sandey, in order to revenge
the death of his father, when both parties met by chance in Coy-
geach. They fought; but John of Sandey, besides killing most
of the opposite party, took Malcolm Moér himself prisoner, and
carried him to Tormod Macleod in Lewis, who caused him to be
beheaded. This was between 1601 and 1605.

* This interesting word is a survival from the Norse, and means in
Lewis ‘‘a grassy ledge in a cliff.” Cf. Cleasby’s ‘‘Icel. Dic.,” sub voce
¢ Pallr.”

+ Sir R. Gordon’s “Hist. of Earl. Suth.,” pp. 264, 272; O. S. A., vol.
vi, pp. 292, 293.

1 0. S. A., vol. vi, p. 293.
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As noted above, those of the Briceve's descendants* who had
escaped the fury of the Macleods took refuge with the portion
of their clan that was settled in Lord Reay’s country. When
the Mackenzies had gained possession of Lewis, the relatives of
the Brieve returned and established themselves again at Ness.
According to tradition, John the Brieve, who was killed at
Inverkarkaig, had four sons,— Allan, Donald, Kenneth, and
Angus. A fifth was Malcolm Mor, who was beheaded at Storn-
oway. Allan and two others are said to have been killed in a
sea (rht by Neil Macleod, and their heads were probably taken
by Neil Macleod to Ldmburgb where he himself was afterwards
hangod Of Donald we appear to have authentic record; for in
a commission of Fire and Sword, dated 24th June, 1630, granted
to “Rorie M‘Kenzie of Cogach, Tutor of Kintaill,” and others,

ainst the remaining members of the Siol Torquil, “Donald
MIndowie [Donald Macillevore] Brieff” is included, and this is
the last notice I have found of the Brieve of Lewis.

Donald, along with some Macleods, is described as having been
concerned in the first rebellion against the Gentlemen Adven-
turers; but it is difficult to understand why a Morrison, whose
clan had suffered so severely for having favored the Mackenzies,
was included in the commission of extermination. It is repeatedly
affirmed that the Morrisons assisted the Mackenzies to reduce
Lewis, but a slight explanation is offered by one of the bards,
who states that the “Soldier of Kintail promised part of Kintail
to Donald, but never gave it.

Towards the end of the seventeenth century, the whole of
Lewis formed but two parishes, Barvas and Ey (Stornoway).
The minister of Barvas was the Rev. Donald Morrison, who
must have been born about 1620; he was a grandson of the judge,
was bred an Episcopalian minister, but conformed to Presbyteri-
anism. He was personally known to Martin, and supplied that
invaluable writer with information about North Rona. Mr.
Donald helped to suppress the sacrifice to Shony 1 about 1670,

* ¢« The banker in Stornoway [the late Mr. Roderick Morrison] is the
seventh or eighth in descent from the last of them;” {. e. the Briceves of
Lewis. — Letter, Rev. John M‘Rac, Stornoway, Dec. 12, 1860.

+ Angus Gunn, North Dell, Ness.

t This remarkable superstition —of making and offering at Hallowmas
to a supposed sea-god, that he inizht send a plentiful supply of sea-weed
on shore, and which was supposed to have been abandoned about 1670 —
must have been the survival of the haust-blot, or autumnal sacrificial
feast of the pagan Scandinavians; for Sjonri is a name derived from son=
an atonement, sacrifice (of the heathen age). (Cleashy’s Iced. Dic., pp.
635, 586.) Onundr Sjoni is named in the * Land-bok,” pp. 73, 89. DBut
although the sacrifice to Shony may have been repressed. the superstition
only took another form; for up to quite recent times there existed an
almost extinct custom of proceeding in spring to the end of a long reef,
and there invoking ¢ Brianuil.” ¢ Brianuilt.” to send a strong north wind
and drive plenty of sea-ware on shore to manure the land.

There seemed little prospect of making anything out of ¢ Brianuil,
Brianuilt,” until the Rev. M. Macphail told me that ** Brianuilt ” was the
name of a saint, and that his day was about the :Gth or 27th of May.
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and died before 1700, in his eighty-sixth year. He was succeeded
in Barvas by his son, the Rev. Allan Morrison.*

‘When Mr. Donald was minister of Barvas, his brother, Rev.
Kenneth Morrison, was minister of Stornoway; he joined with
his brother in suppressing the sacrifice to Shony, and informed
Martin of a singular method which he saw practised in his
own church for exorcising the second sight from a «Maid.”}
He also conformed to the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Kenneth
was a highly gifted man, and well suited to repress the tur-
moils in Lewis which then existed between the Papists and
Protestants; for he used to walk from his manse at Tong to
the church at Stornoway with his sword at his side, and when
preaching he had two men standing with drawn swords at the
door of the church.

The Papists received great encouragement from John Macken-
zie of Assynt (who was a Papist), Laird of Kildun, and uncle
of William, Earl of Seaforth. They kept Mr. Kenneth so much
on the alert that he never went to bed without having his sword
lying by him. On one occasion the Laird of Kildun was so
exasperated against the minister that he sent six stout men to
bring Mr. Kenneth by force to Aignish, where he then resided.
The men arrived at the manse just as Mr. Kenneth had gone to
bed; his wife suspected some evil design, and informed her
husband. He merely told her to send them up-stairs if they
had any business with him. They were brought to his room,
and on his asking them what they wanted, they told him that
the Laird had bid them take him to Aignish.{ He replied, “Oh,
very well; let us first drink the Laird’s health, and then I will go
with you.” To this there was no objection. Now Mr. Kenneth
had a very large “dram-horn,” § which was only used on particular

Now, St. Brenden is written in Irish, Brenainn, and Martin calls St.
Brendan’s Chapel in St. Kilda 8t. Brianan. His day is on the 16th of
May; and If this is taken as Old Style, his festival would be on the 28th
of May, New Style. .

With regard to the terminations uil, uil¢, I hazard the conjecture that
they represent the Gaelic Seoladair—sailor, voyager; for when written
phonetically, it is Shulta, and when compounded ulta; so that Brianuilt
I take to be a condensed form of Breanainn-sheoladair, i. e. Brendan the
Voyager.

There is a legend among the Lewls folk which implies that the ‘¢ Temple”
on Sulasgeir was erected by or dedicated to St. Brendan; but the inference
is countervailed by the fact that the island is known as ‘‘Bara,” which
surely means the island of St. Barr.

*Rev. Mr. Gunn, formerly of Lochs; MS. But the O. S. A. has
¢ Murdoch ” Morrison.
© $ Martin’s ‘* Western Isles,” p. 314.

1 Alguish, for Eggja-nes, Norse=Egg-ness, so called from the rounded
pebbles found on its shores. Algnish forms the southeast point of Loch
Stornoway.

§ “ Dram-horn,” in Gaelic Adkarc-dhrama. Theone I have is a section of
a cow’s horn, 8% inches high, and 214 inches across the mouth; it holds
814 fiuid ounces, or about one third of a tumbler. How large one might
be that was only used on particular occasions it would be rash to guess.

8
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occasions; and it was now produced. The men drank the Laird’s
health and then that of his lady. His Reverence then asked
them to drink his own health. By this time the men were so
exhilarated that they would drink anybody’s health. But John
Barleycorn was master of them, and they were soon unable to
move hand or foot. Mr. Kenneth then made his own men bind
them with ropes of straw, carry them to the boat, ferry them to
Aignish, and lay them in the passage leading to the Laird’s room.
The Laird was restless from anxiety, and rose early to learn what
success had attended his adventure, and, on going out, stumbled
over one of his drunken men. They could give no account of
how they came there, nor why they were hound with straw in so
ridiculous a manner. The Laird said this was black Kenneth’s
doing, and that he had practised some trick to bring them to that
condition; but that they should be thankful to Mr. Kenneth for
not having left them on the shore within reach of the flood.

The clemency of Mr. Kenneth softened in some degree the
anger of the Laird, for shortly afterwards he wrote to Mr. Ken-
neth to come to Aignish to have a discussion on the merits of
their respective creeds. Mr. Kenneth was kindly received, and
after dinner the discussion took place. Mr. Kenneth seems to
have advanced his arguments with moderation, and illustrated
them with amusing stories, by which the Laird was induced to
assert that he would more minutely examine into the doctrines of
his Church. From that time the Laird moderated his zeal for .
the Papists, and lived on good terms with Mr. Kenneth.

The Rev. Kenneth Morrison was a good poet, as some of his
productions in the Gaelic language sufficiently attest. The Rev.
Aulay Macaulay, minister of Harris, married a daughter of the
Rev. Kenneth Morrison.

Mr. Kenneth was succeeded as minister of Stornoway by his
second cousin, the Rev. Donald Morrison, whose pedigree is thus
given: Donald MacRorie Vic Angus Vie Allan Mhic a Bhrei-
theimh; i. e. son of the Brieve (John Morrizon). Mr. Donald
must have lived till 1747, when his successor, the Rev. John
Clark, was admitted.*

It is told that Mr. Donald studied at St. Andrew’s, where, hav-
ing won the good opinion of the professors, they recommended
him to the notice of William, Earl Seaforth, who presented him
to the church of Stornoway. Mr. Donald was zealous in his call-
ing; in no long time he married a lady of great persomal attrac-
tions; Seaforth, the young Laird of Kildun, and many others
were at the wedding. That night nothing but politics were dis-
cussed, and they all got early to bed. Seaforth invited Mr.
Donald, his bride, and all the party to come next day to Seaforth
Lodge, where there was a splendid and cheerful feast. The Rev.
Kenneth Macaulay, minister of Harris, but a Lewis man, was
present.

* 0. 8. A., vol xix, p. 250; Culloden Papers, p. 293.
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Seaforth himself was a Protestant, but the Laird of Kildun and
some others were rank Papists, and they determined to browbeat
the two ministers. A smart discussion ensued; but it is a Pro-
testant who reports the arguments, so of course the Protestants
had the best of it.

Not long afterwards Mrs. Morrison became unruly in her family,
when it was found out that the cause of Mrs. Morrison’s change
from better to worse was the effect of spirits. Mr. Donald was
unable to reform his wife, so that her habitual intemperance
became known far and wide, and the clergy threatened to sus-
{»end him for not separating from such a woman. He received a

etter from the Synod to appear before it. By the advice of
Seaforth, he wrote to his relation, the Rev. Angus Morrison (of
Contin), who was then living at Dosrena-muic, by Little Loch
Broom. Mr. Angus gave Mr. Donald a sealed letter, dated 1741,
to the moderator of the Synod; but in spite of argument the
Synod summoned Mr. Donald before the General Assembly.
The two friends went to Edinburgh, and there engaged the
services of John Macleod, of Muiravonside, advocate. After
hearing arguments from both sides, the Assembly decided against
the Synod.

Some months after Mr. Donald had returned to Stornoway, on
a Sunday after coming from church, he was reading the Bible,
while Mrs. Morrison was brawling and annoying all the family.
But the minister was deaf to her noise, and would take no notice
of her. This so enraged Mrs. Morrison that she snatched the
Bible off the table and threw it in the fire. His reverence pre-
served his composure, and, drawing his chair close to the fire, and
warming his hands, he said, “ Well, mistress; this is the best fire
I ever warmed myself at.” Mrs. Morrison gazed at her husband
and at the Bible in the flames; without saying anything, she
withdrew to another room, and from that hour, to the joy of all
around her, she became sober and penitent, and strove daily to
add to the comfort of her husband and family.*

“In 1653, Murdo Morrison, son of Allan, son of the brieve
(John), was tacksman of Gress. He had three sons,—John,
tﬁlbsequent.ly known as the tacksman of Bragar, Allan, and

urdo.

On the 10th August, 1653, Colonel Corbett, of the Roundhead
army, took possession of the peninsula on which the town of
Stornoway now stands; and having had the arms of the place
delivered up to him, he fortified the point and left Major Crispe
as governor of Lewis, with six companies of soldiers, two great
guns, and four sling pieces. On 31st January, 1654, a strange
report reached Edinburgh, that Seaforth had with 1,400 men
stormed the fort of Stornoway and taken it. But on the 14th
February, 1654, more certain information arrived there, and “the
business of Lewis was thus: Norman [recté John] Macloud [of

¢ * Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
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Rasy, and nephew of Seaforth], with four or five hundred men,
landed in the Lewis Island [at Loch Shell], and after three or
four days staying at some inaccessible places in the isle, fell upon
our soldiers who lay at Stornoway out of the fort, and killed
twelve of them; but a party out of the fort beat them thence,
relieved the remainder of the men, removed the goods into the
fort, and burnt the houses.” On 21st March, news arrived at
Dalkeith, that “the garrison of Lewis had made slaughter of the
country people that joyned with Seaforth, and they have also
slaughtered some of the garrison; the old natives [Macleods]
joyned with our men against the rest of the country, so that
these divisions cause great devastation in those parts.” *

This account is corroborated by the “Indweller”;t but the
patriotic antiquists now tell a very different story, which need
not be repeated here; except that John, the future tacksman of
Bragar, being on good terms with the officers of the garrison,
spent the night previous to the attack in drinking with them;
and after observing where the sentinels were posted, and the
weakest part of the defence, returned to Gress. His brother
Allan had been employed in collecting the Lewis men. The
attack was made at night in two columns, —Seaforth marching
by the lands of Torry, and Rasay by Bayhead.f The result is
stated above.

John Morrison, of Bragar, who is said to have had ¢“Ladies
modesty, Bishops gravity, Lawyers eloquence, and Captains con-
duct,” was personally known to Martin, and described by him as
‘“a person of unquestionable sincerity and reputation”; and he
is still remembered for his poetry, shrewdness, and wit. He is
tlxamed by Martin at pp. 28, 315, and 316 of the «“ Western

sles.”

A great part of the lands of Bragar was, as was universal at
that time, sublet to tenants. It happened that Seaforth sent for
Morrison to come to Stornoway. It was spring-time, and Mor-
rison was in doubt as to whom he should leave in charge of the
farm during his absence. In order to fix upon the most trust-
worthy, he took the following plan: he closed up all the windows
and openings that admitted hght, and placed a big stone in the
passage that led to his room. He then sent to tell all his tenants
that he had something to say to them. The tenants arrived, each
one stumbling over the stone, till at last an old man, after sprawl-
ing across the passage, remarked that that was no place for such
a stone, and rolled it out of the way. John Morrison then said
to his tenants, “You may now go away all of you; but while I
am absent, see you obey the instructions of this old man, whom
I leave as my substitute, and who appears to be the most careful
and willing of you all.”

One day John Morrison had the people of Balaloch, in Bragar,

* Spot. Mis., vol. i, pp. 124, 126, 169, 196.
t Ib., p. 342. 1 Dr. Macivor, M. S.
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working on his farm. They had their breakfast at his house, but
lingered too long over it. When they resumed their work, he
addressed them thus: —

Fasan muintir Balaloch,

An deigh mo chuid arain is brochain ith ’us ol.

Na h-uile fear’bagairt éiridh,
'S cha togadh e féin thon. .

As much as to say that it was the way of the people of Balaloch,
after eating his bread and drinking his érockan,* for each to sa
it is time for us to go to work, but that no one got up from his
Beat.

On one occasion John Morrison considered himself overcharged
by the factor, and refused to pay his demand. The factor com-
& ined to Seaforth, who sent for ilorrison to come to Stornoway.

orrison set out at once, putting the rent into one purse and
what he considered to be the overcharge in another. 'When he
arrived at Seaforth Lodge, a large dog barked furiously at him,
on which Morrison struck it a violent blow on the nose with his
stick. The dog yelled dismally, and one of Seaforth’s servants,
on coming to see what was the matter, commenced to abuse Mr.
Morrison, who punished his insolence by striking him on the jaw.
The uproar now was greater than ever, and Seaforth made his
appearance. John Morrison explained the origin of the row, and
added: —

Gille tighearna’ us cu mor.
Dithis nach coir leigidh lco;
Buail am balach air a’ charbaid.
'S buall am balgair air an t-sroin.
TRANSLATION.

The boy (menial) and bull-dog (watch-dog) of a laird
Are two that should not be let alone;

Strike the boy on the jaw,

And strike the dog on the nose.

Seaforth was amused at Morrison’s impromptu verse, and
welcomed him cordially. Morrison told him why he had not
paid the rent, and presented the bags containing the real rent
and what he had been overcharged. On inquiry, it was found
that the factor exacted more rent than was just, and he was
dismissed, while John Morrison had the honor of paying his rent
in future into Seaforth’s own hands.

John Morrison sent two of his servants to pull heather for
making ropes; one pulled indiscriminately whatever came in his
way, whether fit or unfit; the other left a great deal of.soil
sticking to the roots. When John Morrison saw what they
had done, he said:—

Chuir me breinean’us fuididh
’Bhuain fraoich an cuideachda chéile;

Thug breinean dhachaidh an cudthrom,
'S thug fuididh dhachidh na geugan.

* Brochan, Gael., thin gruel.
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TRANSLATION.
I sent Nasty and Turbulent

To pull heather in company together;

Nasty brought home dandrift,

And Turbulent brought home [only] bare sticks.

John Morrison had a red-haired wife, who was sometimes in a
bad temper, and on whom he occasionally practised his sareastic
humor, as follows: —

Diubhaidh connaidh fearna fhliuch;

Diubhaidh side flion chur;

'S gus an téid an saoghal as

*Se diubbaidh an t-saoghail droch bhean.
TRANSLATION,

The worst of fuel is wet alder;

The worst of weather is soft sleat;

And until the world is at an end

The worst thing in it is a bad wife.

Again: —

Fadadh teine ann an loch;

'Tiormachadh cloich ann an cuan;

Combhairle ga toirt air mnaol bhuirb

Mar bhuill’ uird air iarrunn fuar.
TRANSLATION,

Making a fire in a lake;

Drying a stone In the ocean;

Giving advice to a headstrong wife

Is like the stroke of a hammer on cold iron.

It appears to have been the custom in Lewis for the ground-
officer (under-bailiff; maor, in Gaelic) to have claimed half the
smith’s dues. Donald MacRorie was then ground-officer, and
his demand was resisted by Murdo Morrison. %is father pleaded
his cause very pithily, as follows: —

Aon de charaibh an t-saoghail
Saoilidh mi féin gu ’m beil e tuadhal;

Gobha ga losgadh an cardaich
’S leth na cain alg Domhuil Mac Ruairich:

meaning that he thought the world must be turning round the
wrong way; for Donald Mac Rorie to take half the cain (tax,
dues) while the smith was being scorched in his smithy.

John Morrison had to pay some tax in Stornoway, and sent it
by Donald Chusin, a poor man who sometimes worked on his
farm. When Donald came back, John Morrison went to Donald’s
house, where he found him leaning on his elbow in bed. When
John Morrison was leaving, he said: —

’S buidhe dhuit fein Dhomhuill Chuain
’S tu ad laidhe air do chluain thaobh;
Cha thog pracadair do gheall,

’S cha mho tha thu an taing na maolir.

TRANSLATION.
Happy art thou, oh! Donald of the Main,
Reclining easy on your side;
A tax-gatherer will not sue thee for taxes,
Nor to a maor (ground-officer) you need not crouch.



—~

——— T ([

HEREDITARY JUDGES OF LEWIS. 39

hOn another occasion, John Morrison addresses Donald Chuain
thus : — ’

Db’ fhalbh thu s’ cha mhist leam

'S dh’ fhag thu mo lionn agam fein

'S leis a bhith bha nam fheoil

Dheanainn ol ged dheidheadh ta eig:
but the meaning is obscure.*

Donald of the Ocean is immortalized by Martin ; for he tells us
Donald lived in a village near Bragar, and that he cut his toe at
the change of the moon (perhaps on this very journey), “and
it bleeds a fresh drop at the change of the moon ever since.”
(West. Isles, p. 13.)

Once when the family at Bragar was short of meal, John Mor-
rison left home in the morning to buy some, but in the evening
returned with empty sacks, for he had unloaded what he had got
at a little distance from the house. 'When his wife saw the empty
sacks, she began to scold him angrily. Morrison allowed her to
go on till she was tired, ard then went and fetched the meal. As
soon as she saw it, her mood changed, and she began to smile.
John Morrison then said : —

Ni thu gaire ’nair & gheibh thu min;

'S mist do ghean bhi gun bhiadh;

'8 b’fear leam féin na'n t-each dearg

Nach tigidh fearg ort riammh.

TRANSLATION.

You laugh when you get meal;

Your good humor is the worse for being without food ;

I wouid rather than the red horse

That apger came not on you ever:
meaning that he would give his red horse to have her always in
good humor.

To his various other talents, John Morrison of Bragar seems to
have added that of engineer; for Seaforth having—about 1660 —
undertaken the siege of the castle of Ardvrack, belonging to
Macleod of Assynt, and finding he made but little progress, sent
for John Morrison, who, having gone over the ground, recom-
mended that four hundred raw cow-hides should be made into
bags and stuffed with moss. The bags were placed in a line and
raised to the height of a man, and from the shelter of this ram-
part the besiegers fired upon their assailants without receiving
any damage themselves. Some say the Mackenzies placed the
wives of the Macleods upon the top of the rampart; at any rate,
the castle was quickly surrendered.}

John Morrison had five sons, four of whom, Roderick, Angus,
John, and Murdo, seem to have inherited their father’s genius; the
fifth is said to have been Malcolm, who was appointed to the
Chapel of Poolewe.}

*These epigrams of the Tacksman of Bragar are from the Rev. M.
Macphail, Kilmartin, and the late Mr. John Morrison, surveyor.

+ Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”

3 Mackenzie’s Beauties of Gaelic Poetry, p. 85.
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Roderick, called An Clasuir Dall, or the Blind Harper, finds
a place in Mackenzie’s « Beauties of Gaelic Poetry ”; but I have
nothing to add to what is there stated, except that his father
declared that he was put to more expense and trouble in bringing
up one son as & musician, than he would have had in educating
three as clergymen.*

The fame of Angus, minister of Contin, occupies a wide space
in folk-lore. He was “the last Episcopal minister of Contin, of
whom many interesting anecdotes are still related, illustrative of
his wit and benevolence. This excellent man suffered very harsh
treatment for refusing to conform to Presbytery. He was rudely
ejected from his own church, to which he had fled as a sanctu-
ary.”t The writer goes on to say that he closed a long, honorable,
and a useful life in great indigence; but I think this must be a
mistake, for, besides that he owned the small property at Doire-
na-Muic, by Little Loch Broom, we find that «Mrs. Morrison,
daughter of Mr. Angus Morrison, the last Episcopal minister of
Contin,” left a legacy of £80, for charitable purposes, to the poor
of Foderty;  and that « Mrs. St. Clair, who died at Jamaica [pos-
sibly the same lady as the Mrs. Morrison named above], a native
of this parish [;Contin], daughter of Mr. Aneas Morrison, min-
ister of Contin,” left a legacy of £100 to the poor of that parish.§
He was living on his own property at Doire-na-Muic, by Little
Loch Broom, in 1723, and travelled to Edinburgh in that or the
following year.

The Rev. Angus Morrison, otherwise called Black Angus, was
noted for his sagacity, wit, and good fellowship, as well as for
being a learned and eloquent preacher. The sgeuluchdan of the
“ Fathers in Ross-shire” are valuable, not so much for their his-
toric truth, but as illustrating the way of life and mode of thought
of that time. Alexander Mackenzie, of Applecross and Highfield,
bought and sold ecattle, and sometimes went with his droves to
England, where he sold them to great advantage. At one time,
Mackenzie having sold his drove, was staying at a gentleman’s
house in Yorkshire, and, on the Sabbath day, attended divine ser-
vice. The preacher was a talented man, and much esteemed for
his doctrine and eloquence. Conversation turning upon the dis-
course, Mackenzie sald that there was a preacher in Ross-shire
who excelled any they could bring against him in soundness of
doctrine, fluency of speech, and clear and powerful delivery; and
that he would stake £50 upon it. His English friend accepted
the wager. When Mackenzie came home, he went to Contin,
and told Mr. Angus of the wager. He replied, « Well, Sandy, Il

o with you to Yorkshire; but I fear you will have a poor chance
or your money.” Mr. Angus let his beard grow, and for a snuff-

* He may have been recorded in one of the two lost volumes of Mor-
rison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”

+N. 8. A., Ross-shire, p. 237.

1 0. 8. A,, vol. vii, p. 414; N. S. A., Ross-shire, p. 259.

§ 0. S. A,, vol. vii, p. 166; N. 8. A., Ross-shire, p. 243.
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mull he took a rough, undressed ram’s horn of most uncouth
appearance, and for a lid closed it with a pickle of straw. Apple-
cross and Mr. Angus arrived safely on a Saturday night at their
destination, and on the next day, as the wager was well known,
there was a large assemblage to hear the Scotch minister. It was
then the custom, when rivals had to preach, that a text, from
which they had to preach extempore, was placed in the pulpit by
the Presbytery. When Mr. Angus entered the pulpit, he was
meanly dressed, and, with his long beard, presented an uncouth
appearance. He looked round the pulpit for the slip of paper
with the text upon it, and finding none, sat down, pulled out his
ram’s horn and took a pinch. At last one of the ministers got up,
and asked him if he was going to address them. Mr. Angus said
they had given him no text. One of the ministers told him he
could take his own beard and snuff-box for a text. I omit the
sermon. Of course, Aaron’s beard and its anointing, and what
it was typical of, were introduced. In the evening the ram’s
horn was the text, which was illustrated by Joshua and his trum-
pets, with suitable applications and inferences. When the ser-
mons were concluded, all the ministers gave their verdict in his
favor. So Applecross won his wager, which he presented to Mr.
Angus, who had no scruple in accepting it.*

Other reminiscences would lead to the conclusion that the days
of the Fathers in Ross-shire were not all so miserable as has been
supposed ; but they are passed over to give glace to an instance of
the sagacity of the minister of Contin. Some sheep had been
stolen from a parishioner, and the soldiers at Fort Augustus were
suspected of the theft. With the consent of the commanding
officer, the soldiers were drawn up, when Mr. Angus gave each of
them a straw, and told them he should know which of them was
the thief, for he would be in possession of the longest straw. The
man who was guilty of the theft shortened his straw to avoid
detection, and was thereby discovered.

Mr. Angus was as courageous as he was witty; for, having
business in Edinburgh, he had arrived at Inverness, where he was
informed that a desperate robber, of whom a party of soldiers was
in pursuit, and for whom a reward was offered, was supposed to
be lurking upon the road. Mr. Angus, however, proceeded upon
his journey, but was again warned that the robber had lately been
seen in that neighborhood. Mr. Angus, having a fast horse, thought
he might venture to proceed; but as he was passing through a
wood, the robber sprang from behind a tree, and, presenting a
pistol at Mr. Angus’s breast, demanded his purse. Mr. Angus,
saying that his purse contained very little money, and that he
would rather part with it than his life, told the robber to hold his
horse; and, as the horse was very young and skittish, to take hold
of the bridle with both hands. Mr. Angus had a stout stick, and
when he saw both hands of the robber engaged, he turned to one

* Morrison’s ‘¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
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side, and instead of taking out his purse as the robber expected,
he raised his stick and brought it down with such force across the
arms of the robber as completely to disable him. Mr. Angus then
tied him to the tail of his horse, and returned to Inverness, where
he received the reward for the capture, and the hearty congratu-
lations of the people.*

Of Mr. Angus 1t is said, “His satirical wit was the terror of
many in those days, so that any person who invited such a man
to a treat, made the best shift he could to please him, and to part
with him on good terms.” When Mr. Angus was living at Little
Loch Broom, a neighbor pressingly invited Mr. Angus to visit
him, which Mr. Angus prepared to do rather unexpectedly. The
neighbor caught sight of Mr. Angus coming towards his house, and
not being, as he thought, sufficiently prepared to entertain him, he
went into his house and told his wife to say that he had gone from
home, and that he would not be back for two days. When Mr.
Angus entered, the mistress said what her husband desired her.
But Mr. Angus, who had his suspicions, told her that he would
wait till her husband came back. The mistress was very uneasy
all day, and towards evening brought a man, with a very large
creel, into the culaistt or small room at the end of the house
in which her husband was secreted. Mr. Angus watched the
mistress and the man with gome interest, and presently saw the
man returning with a heavy load upon his back. Mr. Angus
guessed what was in the creel, and, having his pocket-knife ready,
he dexterously cut the strap of the creel as the man was passin,
the hearth. Both the creel and its contents fell into the fire, ang
the goodman roared for help. None was more ready than Mr.
Angus to render assistance, and. to ask the goodman what could
have induced him to practise such an expedient. The goodman

.made a clean breast of it, and added, that had he got out of the
house, he would have come in as from a journey, and made the
minister welcome to what he had. Mr. Angus explained that he
would nave been contented with a herring and potatoes, and
recommended a straightforward linc of conduct in the future.}

Another of the sons of the tacksman of Bragar was the Rev.
John Morrison, sometime minister of Urray, in Ross-shire. On
the 7th April, 1719, the Rev. John Morrison, of Urray, ordained
and admitted the Rev. John MacGillegen, of Altness, minister of
Loch Ailsh.§ I have stated before, that I suppose the Rev. John
Morrison of Urray was the “Indweller,” who wrote an account of
Lewis, now in the Macfarlane Topographical Collections.|

The minister of Urray had a son, also called John, who was

* Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”

t+ Culaist is an abbreviation of Cul-na-glais, behind the lock. Where the
house is divided by two partitions into the three chambeis, the inner one
is the culaist.

1 Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”

§ N. 8. A., Ross-shire, p. 408.

|| Spottiswoode Mis., vol. ii, p. 335.
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missionary at Amulree in 1745; he was settled in Petty, in Inver-
ness-shire, in 1759, and in 1774 his successor was appointed. He
was called the Bard, and one of his popular Gaelic songs was to
the lady whom he had baptized, and to whom he was afterwards
married.* According to Lewis tradition, he was chosen minister
of Petty in a competition with four other candidates.t He was
a highly-gifted and orthodox preacher, and was believed to be
gifted with the spirit of prophecy in a wonderful manner.

The youngest son of John Morrison of Bragar was Murdo, and
he was bred to be a smith.} He was a man of uncommon strength,
and possessed a full share of the genius of the family; he could
make swords and guns, though in a measure self-taught. He pro-
Flosed at one time to his father to make a gun for killing deer.

is father, doubting his ability, persuaded him not to attempt it.
However, he set about it, and on a day he was fixing the gun into
the stock when his father entered the smithy. His father said,
“You have made a gun contrary to my advice, and I daresay it
will never kill a beast.” Murdo replied, “ Do not judge prema-
turely, for I am just going to put a shot into it.” There happened
to be a lot of Mr. Morrison’s cows grazing at some distance from
the smithy, and Murdo said, “ What should I have to pay if I
shoot that speckled ox from here?” ¢« Well,” said his father, «if
you kill six of my cattle at that distance, you will not have to
pay a penny for the loss.” Murdo fired at the stot, which fell,
and Murdo told his father to send a servant to bleed the beast.
John Morrison advised his son, if he wanted to keep so good a

n for himself, that he should put no ornament on it, nor fix it
in the stock, but simply tie it on with cord, so that the ugly
mounting should scare any gentleman from desiring to possess it.
From this circumstance it was called Gun na Sraing, i. e. the
Rope Gun. In spite of its ugly mounting, Murdo did great exe-
cution 1n the deerforest, and on one occasion, when returning
from a visit to his brothers at Contin and Urray, he arrived at
Gairloch when there was a shooting-match for a silver cip. Each
comﬁetitor had to put a half-crown into the cup, and Donald Roy
Mackenzie, otherwise Donald Roy Mac Vic Urchy, formerly tacks-
man of Park, Lewis, and co-alt (fosterer or foster-brother) of
Murdo, persuaded him to try. Murdo aimed at the target, and
won both the cup and the money. The laird of Gairloch was so
much pleased with Murdo that he sent him in his barge to Lewis.§

In those days Seaforth used to go once a year round Lewis to
sport, when he would remain for a night at Mr. Morrison’s house

* N. S. A., Ross-shire, p. 409.

t+ But compare N. 8. A., Ross-shire, p. 410.

1 The social status of a smith must not be compared with that of a far-
rier at the present day; besides his farm, his cain or dues gave him a
competent livelihood. In the earllest time he made his own iron (in
Sweden, certainly), which he fashioned into anything that was needed, —
needles, fishhooks, arms, armor, etc. ; he manufactured the gold and silver
ornaments of the wealthy, and was both jeweller and goldsmith.

§ Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
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at Bragar. On one occasion Seaforth had Mackenzie of Assynt
with him and the captain of a man-of-war. Seaforth desired a
peck measure to be brought, for he had been told that if a sword
was properly tempered, it might be bent into the circle of the
measure. The gentlemen took their swords, and all stood the
trial but Seaforth’s, which broke. Seaforth was somewhat disap-
pointed with the result.

In due time the guests went to their beds, when John Morrson
told his son that he must not go to his bed, but to his smithy, and
try to mend Seaforth’s sword. So father and son set to work,
and when Murdo had mended and polished the sword, he handed
it over to his father, and desired him to tell where it had been
broken. His father éould not see where it had been joined.
Murdo then wanted to go to bed, but his father said, “Not yet;
let us try if the sword will go into the peck measure without
breaking.” It did so. The half-peck was then brought, and it
stood even that trial.

After breakfast next day, when Seaforth and his suite were pre-
paring to leave, Seaforth put on the scabbard with, as he thought,
the broken sword, muttering some words about breaking it. John
Morrison then said that even here, in Bragar, the sword could be
repaired and made better than ever. “ Well,” said Seaforth, «if
you could get my sword mended and tempered so as to stand the
proper trial, I would give you this year’s rent of Bragar down.”
John Morrison replied, “Let us see the pieces and be thinking
about it.” Seaforth drew forth his sword, and, looking at it with
astonishment, he remarked, that though he had passed the night
in bed, that they, the Morrisons, had not taken their wonted rest.

The Gun na Sraing, although an ugly piece of furniture, was
a very profitable one; but after Murdo Morrison’s death, his son,
Donald Morrison, who was tacksman of Habost, at Ness, broke it
in a fit of ‘anger, and repented of his rash deed when there was
no remedy.*

The Rev. Norman Morrison, grandson of John Morrison of
Bragar, succeeded the Rev. John Macleod, who was the first Pres-
byterian minister of Uig. On 9th May, 1763, the Rev. N. Mor-
rison received a letter at Balnakil, Uig, dated 30th March last,
from Macleod of Hamar (Theophilus Insulanus),f in Skye. In
answer, the Rev. N. Morrison states that he will subscribe for a
bound copy of Hamar’s «“Treatise on the Second Sight,”} then

* Morrison’s *¢ Traditions of Lewis.”

+ Carruthers’ ¢ Boswell’s Jour.,” p. 127.

$ This work is a curiosity, and supplies much interesting matter.
Hamar was strongly anti-Jacobite. The tradition concerning him is:
Roderick Macleod, tacksman of Hamar, was a true patriot and a loyal
subject. After the battle of Sheriffmuir he was appointed by the Com-
missioners to uplift the rents of the forfeited estates in Skye and Uist, but
managed his business, as king's factor, with prudence and compassion.

Hamar was travelling to Inverness with the king’s rent, and had but
one servant with him, who was very strong, but not very wise. Hamar
was surprised by three robbers, as he was resting in a wood, and his ser-
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about to be published; but he assures Macleod that not one in
his parish can read but himself.* The book might have been more
nsegll to Mr. Morrison had it contained instructions for dispelling
these supernatural illusions; however, 8 demon having got into
communication with Malcolm Macleod, tenant of Cliff,%ne applied
to the minister, who gave him a written paper which he was to
offer to the demon. V%heu they next met, Malcolm presented the
gaper (the demon being able to read, while Malcolm could not);
ut the demon was disgusted, and, on Malcolm continuing to per-
secute him with it, he disappeared and was never seen again.

But more unruly than the evil spirits were the spirits of some
of his parishioners; for one of them, Donald Macaulay, tacksman
of Brenish, having taken offence at the minister, locked him out
of his own church; but the misdemeanor was compromised by a
fine to the poor’s-box.¥

About 1778 the Rev. Norman Morrison was succeeded in Uig
by the Rev. Hugh Monro.

The Morrison clan, besides forming a large &roportion of the
g)pulation of Lewis, are numerous in Harris, North and South

ist, and Edderachyllis. The numbers of a clan-name is a good
indication of the length of time that the clan has been settled
upon the land. Often, by the irony of fate, the poorest beggar is
the representative of the most ancient lord of the soil. '

The Harris Morrisons claim to be of the original stock, and the
following tradition concerning them is interesting.

Sometime in the fifteenth century, Macleod of Harris, who was -
a young man, was in Pabbay. He heard that Peter Morrison, a
tenant in Pabbay, was an expert wrestler, so he collected the

oung men of the island and desired them to show their skill.

hey then began to wrestle, and Peter Morrison proved himself
to be the best man. The laird then requested Peter to try a fall
with himself; but Peter declined, for he said his temper was such
that he could not yield to any man unless he was overpowered.
Macleod commended him for his courage, and bade him act as he
had said. They then grappled, and Peter soon laid Macleod upon
his back. Macleod took no offence, but one who was standing by,
thinking to gain the laird’s good-will, drew his sword and killed
Peter. But when Macleod saw Peter fall, he ordered his men to

vant was sleeping a little distance off. Resistance was useless, so he gave
up the money. The robbers returned a crown to Hamar to pay his lodg-
ings for a day and a night; but he declined it, and said he would be
obliged to them if they would give a good slap to wake up his lazy servant.
The robbers treated the kilted Highlander very rudely, but he sprang up
80 suddenly that he wrested a gun from one of them in a moment, and
killed them both. The third fled; but Hamar, who had by this time got
his gun, brought him down. By the clever stratagem of getting the vio-
lent temper of his man aroused he regained all his money. After this
adventure Hamar always got some soldiers to be a guard when he was
going to Inverness with money.

* « There are none but myself in the parish to use the book.”—Second
Sight, p. 161.

t+ Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
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seize the murderer, who fled; but being closely pursued, he jumped
headlong over a precipice into the sea.

Peter Morrison left one son, and the kind laird brought him up
with his own children; and as he displayed considerable ability,
he had the chief management of Macleod’s estate.

Young Morrison was a comely person, and, in the suite of Mac-
leod, visited Maclean of Coll. It was soon agreed between the chiefs
that Morrison should marry one of Coll's daughters; but when
he was called before them, he modestly declined, as he had not
wherewith to support a family. But the worthy Macleod said
he had plenty to maintain them, and that the Laird of Coll would
not see his daughter want. Then they went to the young lady’s
room, and asked her if she objected to marry Macleod’s secretary
and the chief manager of his affairs. The young lady discreetly
answered that she could not refuse what had been arranged for
her by her kind friends, but she requested of Macleod that, if she
had sons, one should be a minister (priest) and another a smith;
that Macleod should present the minister to a parish, and to the
smith the usual revenue belonging to his oftice.  This was granted,
and there was one son a priest in Harris, who the people remem-
ber as A’ Person, and another son was the smith there. From
this Morrison the siniths in Harris are descended; * and I add that
while I write the smith in Harris is still a Morrison, and that
Peter is yet a distinctive name in that family.

The following legends are of little historic value, but they often
unconsciously record the ideas and customs of a remote age, and
are eminently suggestive on that account. These legends, along
with most of the foregoing tales, have been selected either from
the MS. “Traditions of Lewis,” written by Mr. John Morrison,
cooper, Stornoway; or from the Rev. M. Macphail’s «Traditions
of Ness,” which were obligingly collected by him in answer to my
request for information concerning the ¢“Brieve of Lewis.” He
says that “most of them were taken down from the dictation of
Angus Guon, at North Dell, who not unfrequently told the same
story with additions and omissions; he died about a year ago.”
Gunn could not read, and had no dates, but recited volumes of
what he supposed to be the history of Lewis.

IAN BRITHEAMH, THE JUDGE OF LEWIS.

John Morrison was married twice; by his first wife, who was an
Irish lady, he had four sons,—Allan, Kenneth, Angus, and Murdo.}
He used to go every alternate year for wood to Ullapool, where,
after the .death of his Irish spouse, he became enamored of the
only daughter of the tacksman of Ullapool (aon nigheuan Fir
Ullapoll). The lady was not willing to accept him, but by the
persuasions of the islander and her aged father she was induced
to consent, and they were married.

* Morrison’s ‘¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
+ Murdo is a mistake for Donald, and Malcolm Mor is forgotten.
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When the marriage was over, agus a chaidh og chur air
leabadh, and all the household were asleep, sume one entered the
bedroom of the wedded pair, and placed his hands upon them
both. The Brieve awoke, and demanded in a loud voice, “ Who
is this, and what do you want?” when the person, whoever it was,
left the room without saying a word. But the bride began to cry,
for she knew it was her handsome young lover, for whose sake she
had at first refused the Brieve. Next day the newly married pair
sailed for Lewis; a daughter was born to them before the Brieve
made his voyage to Ullapool again, where, after taking in a cargo
of wood, himself and crew slept in the boat, waiting the return
of the tide. But during the night a blow with a club killed the
Brieve as he lay asleep, and the foul assassin escaped unseen.
Before the Lewis men left on the morning, a fair-haired, hand-
some young man came to the boat, and seemed much distressed
when he was told of what had happened. When they were about
to leave, he said he had long been anxious to visit Lewis, and if
they would give him a passage, and bad weather came on, that he
would show himself to be as good a hand at the helm as their
deceased master. He embarked with them, and took the helm all
the way till they arrived at Ness.

As soon as they landed, the stranger asked a boy to show him
the way to Tigh mor Thabost, i. e. the Big House of Habost.
The boatmen were astonished, and asked him how he came to
know about the Hall of Habost. “I know something,” said he,
“about Habost.” The stranger went to the house, and the
Brieve’s wife welcomed her former lover. She asked him about
her husband. “He is coming,” was the answer. Presently the
crew came up from the boat, and told her all that had happened,
and that her husband had been murdered. The lady did not seem
to take it much to heart, for her husband was hardly buried before
she was again married, and to her first lover.

Allan, the eldest of the Brieve’s children, having arrived to
sixteen years of age, claimed his father’s sword and the right to
use it. For such pretension his stepfather sought to kill him; but
Allan fled to his mother’s friends in Ireland. In the course of a
few years they came back with him to assist him to get a share
of his father’s property. It was Christmas Eve when they landed
at Ness, and as they came near the house they heard the sound of
music, by which they knew that the inmates were enjoying a feast
and making merry with their friends. Allan, embittered by the
remembrance of the injuries he had suffered at their hands, was
with difficulty restrained from rushing in and dealing with them
in the midst of their merriment. But his uncles reasoned with
him on the barbarity and cowardliness of so doing, and told him
they would shed no blood without warning them of their danger,
so that they might prepare for defence.

Allan went into the kitchen and there saw his father’s bard,
neglected and despised, lying upon straw upon the floor. The
bard, on seeing his master’s son, swooned with joy; the sight
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recalled to him the days when Ian ('Gir* Britheamh was his pa-
tron, when on Christmas he used to be, not in the kitchen, but in
the hall, and there the life and soul of the company. When the
bard recovered his senses, Allan urged him to go to the hall door
and charge Aim with the murder of his patron, and not to fear, as
Allan’s party would be quite near to render assistance.

‘When the new bard saw the old bard at the door, he addressed
him as follows: —

Failt’ ort fein a bhaird Eoin,

Shuidh'riamh an tigh an ol ghann;

Db’ fhuadaich thu’am Britheamh gu chladh,
Am beul o’n tigidh an Lagh cam.

TRANSLATION.

Welcome to thee, oh! bard of John.

Thou didst always sit where drinking was scanty.
Thou didst drive the Judge to his grave.

The mouth from which proceeded the crooked law.

Upon which the lady clapped her sides with delight. The old
bard, finding his worthy master and himself insulted in this
manner, denounced his mistress in the following reply: —

A bhean bhaoth, ’s a bhean bhaoth,
Teann a nall ach ci do bhreith

Fuath do’n fhear do’n rug thu clann

’S gradh do’n fhearathug cheann dheth.

TRANSLATION.

Oh wicked woman, oh wicked woman,
Draw nigh that we may know your opinion,
Hatred to him to whom you bore children,
And love to the man that beheaded him.

The party, quickly understanding the reason of the old bard’s
boldness, fled from the house and escaped to the mainland. Allan
Morrison regained his heritage, and became Brieve of Lewis.t

No corroboration has been found of this obscure tale. The
events belong to a period anterior to the sixteenth century. That
the widow of a brieve married the murderer of her husband is
supported by the tradition that John Macleod of Sandey did so.
Of course, there is no truth as concerning him, and the event
may have been borrowed from a tragedy that was enacted on an
island in Loch Stack, Edderachyllis. Sir Hugh Macky of Far
fell desperately in love with a beautiful woman, who resisted his
addresses on the score that she had a husband. The miscreant
detained the wife upon the island, caused her husband to be mur-
dered, had the corpse decapitated, and produced his head to the
wife. The widow offered no more opposition, as she feared a like
fate for herself.t

* Coir, Gae., just, upright, good, hospitable.
t+ Rev. M. Macphail’s ¢ Traditions of Ness,” MS.
1 0. 8. A., vol. vi, p. 204.
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ALLAN MOR MORRISON, JUDGE OF LEWIS.

Many a wild and impossible story has been invented from the
shadowy remembrance of the tragedies of the seventeenth cen-
tury, of which the following is an instance:—

eil Macleod, called in the legend Odhar, 1. e. dun, the uncle
of Torquil Dubh Chief of Lewis, attacked the Morrisons on the
Habost moor, but was defeated. Neil sent to Harris for assist-
ance, and came again to Habost; but the Morrisons had taken
shelter in Dun Eystein. The Macleods arrived at night and
marched to Dun Eystein, when one of the Morrisons, unaware of
the presence of an enemy, came out of the hut. An Uig man
shot an arrow — Buobh an Dorlaich, literally, the Fury of the
Quiver, the last arrow of the eighteen that should be used —at
him, and he was struck by the arrow, which passed through his
body. The wounded Morrison cried for help; the rest came out,
and Allan, the eldest, and by far the bravest, of them sprang
across the ravine which separated Dun Eystein from the adjacent
cliff, and loudly demanded that the assassin should be given up
_to him. The lziac]eods denied all knowledge of the deed; but
Allan reproached them with cowardice, and said, “If you have
come to fight, you ought, according to the laws of war from the
creation of the world, to have waited till there was light enough
to see each other.” He then asked Neil for his Leigh, s. . Doctor,
to attend the wounded man. Neil, after some hesitation, con-
sented ; Allan took the ZLeigh under his arm and leaped back
across the ravine with him into the dun. The wounded man died,
however. The Morrisons fled from Dun Eystein to the mainland,
whither Neil pursued ; but the Morrisons had seen Neil crossing
the Minch, and, slipping out from among the islands, tried to get
back to Lewis. The Macleods ascended a hill, espied the brieve’s
birlin, and gave chase. There were only Allan Morrison and his
two brothers in the boat; so Allan Mor, who was very strong, set
his two brothers to row against himself, and composed and sung
this forram or boat song, with which the Ness fishermen still
lighten their toil.
lin’l‘he chorus, “ Nailibh i’s na-ho-ro,” is repeated after every
e:—
Iomair a Choinnaich fhir mo chridhe;

Iomair i gu laidair righinn;
Gaol nam ban og’s gradh nighean.

Dh’ iomrain feln fear mu dhithis,
’8S nam eiginn e fear mu thri.
Tha eagal mor air mo chridhe
Gur { biorlinn Neill tha’ tighinn,
No eathair Mhic Thormaid Idhir.

’S truagh nach robh mi fein ’s Nial Odhar
An’ lagan beag os ceann Dhun Othail ;
Biodag nam laimbh, is e bhi fodham,—
Dhearbhinu feinn gun teidheadh 1 domhain;
’S gun biodh fuil a chleibh ’na ghabhalil.
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TRANBLATION.
CHORUS.—** Na liv ee, ’s na-ho-ro; ” words having no meaning.

Row, Kenneth, man of my heart;
Row with vehement might;
The darling of damsels, and the beloved of girls.

I myself could row against two;

And may be against three.

There is great fear on my heart

That it is Neil's barge that is coming,
Or the boat of the son of dun Thormod.

It is a pity that I and dun Neil were not

In a small hollow above Dun Oo-ail;

A dirk in my hand, and he beneath.

I would be sure it should go decp,

And that the blood of his breast should low down his reins.

Neil overtook the Morrisons a short time after they had passed
Dun Othail (pro. Dun Oo-ail), where they fought desperately.
Neil attacked them on one side, and the Harris men, in a second
boat, on the other. Allan engaged Neil’s party and killed nearly
all his men, when Neil exclaimed, “ My men, something must be
done, or the monster (diast) will not leave a head on the shoul-
ders of any one of us.” They fastened a sword to the end of an
oar, therewith to stab Allan, who, when he saw it coming, made
such a desperate blow as to cut the oar in two, but striking into
the gunnel of the boat his sword stuck fast, and before he could
extricate it the Macleods closed round him, and both himself and
his two brothers were killed. They were buried in a small hollow
a little above Dun Othail.*

In this story we have the distinctly Scandinavian notion that
it was wrong to slay after dark. Among the Northmen, and no
doubt among all other peoples in the same barbarous stage, the
mere killing of a man was of little importance,—in Burnt Njal,
the atonement for a foul assassination was only twelve ounces of
silver,—but it was murder if the killing was done at night; ndzs-
vigg eru moro-vig, “Is it not called murder to kill people at
night?” 8o, too, Sweyn, Earl Hakon’s son, objects to captives
being killed, because “it was night.” (Burnt Njal, vol. ii, p. 86.)

‘With regard to the Leigh (Leeknir, Icel.), Leech or Surgeon, it
might be supposed that the bard had imported a foreign idea into
his tale. Though I have found no record, yet it may be inferred
that a chief would be attended by his hereditary doctor in time
of war. But there is no reason why the Macleods and Morrisons
should have ever been in want of a doctor ; for so late as 1793
the natives of Edderachyllis were nearly all of the names of
Macleay, Morrison, and Macleod. These Macleays were the
descendants of “Ferchard Leche,” i. e. Ferchard Beathadh, Bea-
ton or Bethune, a native of Islay, and who was physician to King
Robert II. In 1379 “Ferchard, the king’s physician,” had a grant
of the lands of Mellenes and two parts of Hope, in Sutherland

* Rev. M. Macphail's ¢ Traditions of Ness,” MS.
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(«Or.Pr.,” vol. ii, part 2, p. 704); and in 1386 “Ferchard Leche”
has a gift of all the islands near the coast between the Stour in
Assynt and Armadale, Sutherland. (Ib., p. 695.) The Clan Beaton
or MacBeathadh were a medical clan, and there are notices of
them in Islay, Mull, South Uist, and Far in Sutherland. One of
them, the “famous Doctor Beaton,” of Mull, had the dubious
fortune of being blown up when on board the Spanish ship Flor-
ida, in Tobermory, but escaped unhurt. (Martin’s « West. Isles,”
p- 254.)

DUN OTHAIL, NORTH TOLSTA.

It was a cold and snowy day when, under the guidance of the
shepherd, by wading through overflowing brooks and wet heather,
I reached the cliff above ﬁun Othail, which rose before me deso-
late and grand “through storm and reek,” and at any time is one
of the most picturesque objects in Lewis.

Dun Othail is a natural fortress, being an irregular peaked rock,
upon the sea coast, nearly two hundred feet high, and disjoined from
the main by a perpendicular ravine, which, however, does not
reach to the water. The sides of the ravine appear to have been
the walls of a trap-dyke, which has been denuded. The dun is
on(lf' accessible from the land on the southeast side, and there it
is defended by a wall. I was unable, through fatigue, to proceed
beyond this, but the Rev. M. Macphail informs me that, although
there is no defensive masonry upon the rock, it is so difficult of
access that the path which leads upwards could be defended by a
single individual.

n oblong ruin upon its extreme point is supposed by Mr. T.
S. Muir to have been a chapel.*

Dun Othail is famous in Lewis legends; the ubiquitous Coin-
neach Odhair (Kenneth Oear) has prophesied that there will be
great destruction of the Lewis people by sword ; but —

Amhainn Lacsdalil fo thuath,
Aig an Crinnich am mor shluagh;

Ach thig a mach a Dun Othail
Na bheir cobhair dhoibh ’s fuasgladh. ¢

That is:—
At the North Laxdale river,
Where the great multitude of people will gather;

But one shall come out of Dun O-all
That shall render them help and relief.

ALLAN MORRISON AND THE DEMON.

Macleod of Lewis possessed Assynt and Cogach (but not Strath
Connon, only his son was married there); and when he was

* ¢ Characteristics of Old Church Arch.,” pp. 2, 168.
$ This prophecy is not in the interesting collection made by Alex. Mac-
kenzie, of the *‘ I’rophecles of the Brahan Scer,” Inverness, 1877.
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passing some time in those countries, he left the sole management
of Lewis to Judge Morrison of Ness. Donald Cam and Neil
Macleod being dead, the sons of the Judge ruled the country
most tyrannically. i

Allan Morrison, the Judge’s eldest son, was intimate with a
demon. This coming to the ears of Macleod of Lewis, Allan was
sent for by him, and was asked if it was true; Allan confessed it
was. Macleod then said, “The next time you meet the demon,
ask whether I shall die a natural death or not.” Allan returned
in a few days, and said that the demon foretold that the present
Laird of the Lewis would be killed by a Macleod then living.
But the wicked Allan Morrison feigned this story, for the demon
had said that either Allan or his father would be killed by the
hands of a John Macleod.

In consequence of this information, Macleod of Lewis left the
country for his other estates, for he did not consider himself safe
while a single John Macleod was left alive in Lewis; and Judge
Morrison obtained his sanction to bring all the Macleods in the
country before his court as suspected persons.

Judge Morrison now began the trial of the suspected Macleods.
He killed sixteen of the l\facleods of the name of John, for it was
by a John Macleod that Judge Morrison was to lose his life.
But after he had disposed of all the John Macleods in this manner,
the demon or spirit told him that it was by John Macleod of
Harris, that he or his son was to be killed.

The Judge had then recourse to conspiracy, and engaged six-
teen stout and able men to swear to support him in his bloody
Blot. He sent one of his men with a letter to the Laird of

arris, saying, that as the Judge had now the sole management
of Lewis, he sent him his respects, and requested Macleod to meet
him on a certain day to sport and hunt deer in the hills of Lewis.
John Macleod of IYIarris had been by this time forewarned of
Judge Morrison’s plot, so he answered, that having been lately
sporting in the Lewis hills, he would rather that the Judge should
come to sport with him in Harris. ’

The Judge and his sixteen warriors arrived at Rowdle, and
were hospitably entertained by Macleod for the greater part of
the night. But while the Judge was enjoying himself, quite
happy in the thought that he would take Macleoﬁ’s life upon the
hills on the next day, Macleod gathered his chief men about the
house; suddenly a strong body of swordsmen entered the hall,
and bound Judge Morrison and his sixteen warriors. The Laird
of Harris now produced the letter which a friend in Lewis had
written, telling about the conspiracy. Macleod offered pardon to
the sixteen men, who had been forced to join the plot, provided
they would return peaceably to Lewis, which they joyfully
accepted. The Judge was put to death at Rowdle; and thus
the prediction was fulfilled in spite of the shifts made to avert it
by the bloody massacre of the Macleods in Lewis.*

* Morrison’s ¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
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This myth has been elaborated, from the facts that John Mac-
leod of Sanda killed Ian Breitheamh, 4. e. John the Judge,
defeated Malcolm Mor, his son, and carried him to Stornoway,
where he was beheaded.

THE WICKED INCENDIARY.

Macleod of Lewis, having found out that he had been imposed
upon by Allan Morrison, returned to Stornoway Castle. He
settled Torquil, his son, at Strath Chonen ; his youngest son was
sent to Cain Morrison’s house at Ness; and a son of Cain Morri-
son was fostered by Macleod at Stornoway, thus showing the
friendship and good understanding between the families.

When matters had continued in this way for some time, a
wicked man who used to be going back and fore between Ness
and Stornoway, came one day into Macleod’s castle and said that
Cain Morrison had, in a violent passion, killed Macleod’s child.
Macleod unfortunately believed it to be true, and in his anger
killed the son of Cain Morrison. The wicked incendiary then
flies off to Ness, and tells that he saw Macleod kill the young
Morrison. Cain, on hearing of the murder, could not conceive
any reason for it, and though the young Macleod was much loved
by all the family, he was not spared.

Thus the peace of those families was broken by this wicked
incendiary. It is told that when Judge Morrison, with the laird’s
concurrence, executed all the John iiac]eods in Lewis, some of
the relations of this wicked man suffered with them, and this was
the way he took to revenge the death of his friends; and it was
through him that the Mac%eods of Lewis became extinct. Instead
of peace between the Macleods and Morrisons, there was now
nothing but murder and bloodshed. Cain Morrison was at last
obliged to flee to the mainland, where he was killed by a cottar
in an jsland by Loch Broom, since then called «“Judge’s Island.”

Allan More Morrison then took his father’s place at Ness, and
fighting went on between the two clans whereby both suffered
severely in their property and friends.*

The circumstance which gave name to Eilean o’ Britheimh, or
Judge’s Island, has been described above. The custom of sendin,
a child to be fostered in a family which had been at deadly feu
with the parents of the child, although intended to strengthen
in the strongest manner the truce between the families, often led
to his destruction. We shall have another instance of fosterage
in the murderer’s family in the traditions of the Lewis Macaulays.

In an edition of the Letterfearn MS. History of the Macken-
zies, copied into Morrison’s “ Traditions of Lewis,” after stating
that the brieve was hated for his treachery to Torquil Du, there
occurs, “as also killing a son of M‘Leod’s [Torquil Du’s] when a
child nursing in his own house.” This sentence 1s not in Gregory’s
copy of the Letterfearn MS., but it is the only corroboration I
can find of the preceding legend.

* Morrison’s ‘¢ Traditions of Lewis.”
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HOW THE MORRISONS GOT RONA.

The possession of the island of Rona was a subject of dispute
between the Morrisons and the people of Sutherland. The main-
land people claimed it, because, as they asserted, the island lay
nearer to Sutherland than to Ness. At last it was agreed that
the contending parties should race for it, and that the island
should belong to those who first lit a fire there. On the day of
trial the mainlanders seemed likely to be the first to reach to,
and make a fire upon the island; but a Morrison shot a burning
arrow from his boat and set the grass on fire, and Rona has
belonged to Lewis ever since.*

One of the customs of the Northmen, by which they took pos-
gession of, or as they called it, hallowed, land to themselves, was
by raising a fire upon it. It seems to have been suflicient to have
lit a fire at the mouth of a river to constitute a claim to all the
land through which that river flowed. But what more imme-
diately bears upon the preceding legend is told in the settlement
of Iceland: “A man, who was called Onund the Fore-knowing
(viss), took up land from Merkigil and all the valley eastward of
it; and when Erik [an adjacent landnam-man] thought of taking
the west end of the valley, Onund fell to divination (fellds
blotspan) to make him prescient (viss) of the time when Erik
intended to come to take the valley; but then Onund was the
quicker [of the two], and shot a burning arrow (tund-or, tinder-
arrow) over the river, and so appropriated or hallowed (helgadi
to himself all the land westward, and [he] dwelt by the river.”
(Land., p. 193; Cleasby’s Dic., p. 254.)

With these legends we close the “Traditions of the Morrisons.”
Although the authorities have been carefully consulted, it is prob-
able that a native of Lewis could have greatly extended them,
and perhaps have found something to repress ; but a comparative
stranger has the advantage of being able to tell the whole truth, —
a liberty seldom enjoyed by a family historian.

Here ends the narrative of Captain Thomas.

* Rev. M. Macphail's ¢ Traditions of Ness.” In Morrison’s ¢ Traditions
of Lewis” it is Macleod of Harris and Macdonald of Slait who race for
St. Kilda. Two boats were to be built of equal size, they were then to
cast lots for them, and whoever got first *‘and kinded a fire therein,” was
to possess the island. ‘In this way Macleod of Harris became proprietor
of 8t. Kilda originally.”
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HISTORY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE HEREDITARY
JUDGE OF LEWIS, SCOTLAND.

BY THE AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK, L. A. MORRISON.

The bistory of the family of the Hereditary Judges is not
closed with the death, nearly three centuries ago, at Inverkar-
kaig, of Judge John Morison, the last Brieve of Lewis, and the
loss of the chieftainship; nor is it closed with the completion of
the interesting and valuable pamphlet of Captain Thomas. I
take up the work where he laid it down, and give a history of
the descendants of the Judge to 1880.

The record of this remarkable family is one of thrilling interest,
and an air of romance still lingers about the descendants of the
Brieve of Lewis. In various walks of life, in peaceful scen es,
in foreign climes, they are as celebrated as were their aneéstors in
the feuds and bloody dramas of the past. In Lewis, the Father-
land, in Canada, Australia, and the United States, their record
can be traced. In the field of discovery, in politics, in the con-
fliets of arms, in business and mercantile life, their history is one
of progress, and their record is one of honor.

HISTORY OF THE FAMILY AFTER THE DEATH OF JUDGE
MORISON.

“Towards the end of the seventeenth century, the whole of
Lewis formed but two parishes, Barvas and Ey (Stornoway).
The minister of Barvas was Rev. Donald iIorrison, who
must have been born about 1620; he was a grandson of the
Judge. When Rev. Donald Morrison was minister of Barvas,
his brother, Rev. KExxETH MORISON, was minister of Storno-
way. He also conformed to the Presbyterian church. He was a
hig{ﬂy gifted man, and well suited to repress the turmoils which
then existed in Lewis between the Papists and Protestants, for
he used to walk from his manse at Tong to the church at Storno-
way with his drawn sword at his side; and when preaching he
ha.g two men standing with drawn swords at the door of the
church.” *

GENEALOGY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE HEREDITARY
JUDGE.

[In the running-titles, the heading of the left page indicates the family
described; the small figures attached to a name indicate the generation;
and the two numbers enclosed in brackets in the centre of the pages are
the first and the last of the numbers denoting individuals found on the
two pages. For general arrangement, see Introduction. ]

The arrangement and numbering in this continuation will
commence with Rev. KEnNeTn Morison’, last named, as Ken-
neth Morison, first generation.

* See ‘¢ Traditions of the Morrisons,” by Capt. F. W. L. Thomas, p. 88.
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1. Rev. Kenneth Morison was probably a son of Kenneth
Morison, who was son of Judge John Morison? the Brieve, who
was slain at Inverkarkaig; minister of Stornoway, Isle of Lewis,
Scotland. He was grandson of the last Judge Morison, Brieve
of Lewis. He was born about 1640, and his child,

2. Allan? born about 1675; he was a clergyman; but little is
known of his history. He left one child,

3. Alexander?, born about 1700; he was taxman in Shader,
Island of Lewis; date of his death unknown. The following
were his ‘

CHILDREN, BORN NEAR STORNOWAY, SCOTLAND.
4. John* (7), b. about 1735 ; remained in Lewis.
5. Donald(; (l l2)1h:)0 about 1740; emigrated to Canada in 1766, where he
. . 1n .
6. Allant (17), b about 1745; emigrated to Canada in 1766, where he d.
about 1815.

7. John* [4] (Alexander? Allan? Kenneth'). This John Mor-
ison remained in Lewis, Scotland, while his brothers emigrated
to Canada in 1766. He had two sons by the same christian name,
but by different wives. No dates being given, it is probable that
the first Donald died before the birth of the second Donald ;
though occasionally two persons of the same christian name are
found in one family. In that case, pseudonyms were given to
distinguish them.

CHILDREN, BORN IN LEWIS, SCOTLAND.

8. Donald; emigrated to Canada, and went into business at St. Andrew’s,
where he d.

9. Roderick (80); d. at Edwards Depot, Mississippi, U. S, Feb. 1854,
10. Donald (33); emigrated to Australia in 1833 ; resides at Queensland.
12. Johanna; m. Mr. Macdonald. She lived in Glasgow, where some of

her family d., when she returned to Lewis, and d. there.

12. Donald* [5] (Alexander?, Allan?, Kenneth!); born near
Stornoway, Scotland, and emigrated to Canada in 1766, with his
brother Allan Morison. He landed at Quebec, and settled in
Berthier, Can., in 1780, and engaged in commercial pursuits; he
died in 1810. Married Jane Cairns, of Paisley, Scotland, about
1780; died in Berthier, Can., about 1825.

CHILDREN, BORN IN BERTHIER, CAN.

13. Roderick (39), b. Jan. 1, 1785; d. 1843.

14. Charles (42), b. 1796; d. at Berthier, 1832.

144. Jane; m. Charles Fortier, a merchant, who resides at Rivier-du-Loup-
en-haut, Can. Two children: 1st, Charles; 2d, Emilie, who
live upon the homestead. Their parents are deceased.

15. David; d. in childhood.

15§. Alexander; d. young.

16. Catherine; m. Charles Webster. They d. about 1820, and were burled
at Berthier, Can. No issue.

17. Allan* [6] (Alexander?, Allan? Kenneth'). He was born
near Stornoway, Scotland, and emigrated to Canada with his
brother Donald in 1766; resided at Terrebonne and Berthier.
He died at the latter place about 1815. He married Jane (or
Jessie) Wadin, who was born in Canada, Oct. 30, 1763.
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CHILDREN.

18. Jane, b. Jan. 26, 1781 ; m. Mr. Bernard, and d. at Berthier, Can.

19. Alexander, b. Jan. 29, 1782.

20. John, b, July 1, 1783.

21. William (47), b. March 7, 1785 ; d. on Morrison’s Island, Aug. 7, 1866.

22. James, b. June, 1790.

23. Christopher, b. June, 1792.

24. Nancy, b. Aug. 20, 1794; m. Olivier Chamard; d. at St. Denis, on
Richelien River, Can.

25. Louis, b. October, 1796.

26. Marion, b. June, 1798.

27. Amelia, b. February, 1801.

28. Allan (50), b. at Terrehonne, Can., June 3, 1208.

29. Donald-George (61), b. at Sorel, Can., Aug. 28, 1805; d. at St.
Hyacinthe, January, 1875.

30. RodeYick® [9] (John*, Alexander®, Allan? Kenneth!). He
was born in Lewis, Scotland, and studied medicine in Glasgow.
Lived as a merchant in Stomowav, but being unsuccessful, he
went to Sierra Leone, Africa. His health failed him there, when
he sailed for America, and landed at Baltimore, Oct. 29, 1826.
He joined his brother Donald Morison at St. Andrew’s, Can.
Subsequently he removed from that place and settled as a planter
and physician at Edwards Depot on the Mississippi, and was
successful in his business. He died there, February, 1854.

CHILD.

81. George. He spent several years in California, but returned, and suc-
ceeded his father at Edwards Depot, Miss., where he d. in 1877,
and left one son,

32. George-Roderick.

33. Donald® [10] (Jobn*, Alexander?, Allan? Kenneth'). He
was born in Lewis, Scotland. His father died when he was young.
‘Was a joiner, and lived in Stornoway. In 1853 he emigrated to
Australia, with his eldest son. Was unsuccessful at the mines,
and now (1879) lives in Queensland, Australia.

CHILDREN, BORN IN STORNOWAY.

34. John; cmigrated to Australia in 1853.

35. Norman (67) lives in Stornoway, Isle of Lewxs, Scotland; post-
master of the city.

86. Roderick; emigrated to Australia in 1862, and is a merchant in
Queensland.

37. Alexander; is a seaman, and salls along the coast of Australia.

388. James-Thomas; is a carpenter, and lives in the Nerth of England.

39. Roderick® [132. (Donald*, Alexander?, Allan? Kenneth?).
He was born in Berthier, Can., Jan. 1, 178:) emlgrated to the
Indian country, near Lake Superlor, in 1199 and became a mem-
ber of the old Northwestern Fur Company, "which was absorbed
by the Hudson Bay Company about 1818. He was one of the
few men who successfully resisted Lord Selkirk, the founder of
the Hudson Bay Company. While in the Indian country, he was

werful in his influence over the Indians, and by whom he was
called « White Bear,” owing to his great physical development
and strength. By common consent he was at the head of the
Indian forces in the Lake Superior region in the war of 1812,
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and did much to shield Americans in the United States from
Indian depredations. Although a Scotchman, and an English
subject, he was friendly to the United States. He refused to
enter the Hudson Bay Fur Company when the two companies
were merged in one, and returned to Canada. Ile was judge
of the county court of Berthier from 1820 to 1829, when he
resigned, and was succeeded by his brother Charles (No. 42), who
held the oftice till his death, J ul\ 30, 1832 ; who was in turn suc-
cceded by his cousin \V]llmm (No 47), who continued in office
till the judicial laws of the province of Lower Canada were
changed. Judge Roderick Morison died in Canada in 1843. He
married, May 21, 1821, Susan-Rebecea, youngest daughter of Dr.
James and Abagall (chup) ‘Walker,* of Sorel, Can., where she
was born, Dec. 11, 1802 ; she died at St. ,Oh(’llh, Mlch., July 1,
1865.
CHILDREN.

40. Alexander-Hamilton (74), b. Feb. 22, 1822; resides St. Joseph, Mich.
41. George-Ramsay (79), b. 1824; d. at Stevensville, Mich., June 24, 1875.

42, Charles®[14] (Donald*, Alexander? Allan? Kenneth'). He
was born in Berthier, Can., and died there of cholera, in 1832.

CHILDREN.

43. Francls, b. 1819. He was educated at Nicollet College, Can., and
became a Catholic priest. In 1850 he was named by Pope Pius
IX as coadjutor bishop of Vancouver. He declined the position,
and remained as rector of Napierville Parish, Province of Que-
bec, until his death, in April, 1877.

44. Edmund; farmer; res. at Napierville, Province of Quebec.

45. George; a merchant, and lives in Naplerville, Province of Quebec.
Has several sons,-—one, by name of .idlard, is a prominent
lawyer in Moutreal.

46. Jane; she m. Sir Louis Hypolite La Fontaine, who was premicr of
Lord Elgin’s administration, and who d. in 1864, while chief-
justice of Canada. ¢‘‘Lady La Fontaine” resides in Montreal.
She has two daughters; oune of whom m. P. A. A. Dorion,
Esq., a wealthy lawyer in Montreal. Her other daughter m.
¢ Chevalier” Larocque. He was a member of the Papal Zou-
aves, and was knighted by Pope Pius IX for some deed of
valor in an engagement in which he was wounded.

* Dr. Walker was a native of Stonebridge, Donegal Co., Ireland. and
came to America as surgeon on the staff’ of General Burgoyne, in the Rev-
olutionary war, and was paroled after the battle of Stillwater and sur-
render of Burgoyne. His wife, Abagail Jessup, was the only daughter
of Colonel Jessup, who commanded ** Jessup’s Rangers” in Burgoyne’s
army. Colonel Jessup was paroled after the battle of Stillwater. He and
his daughter were natives of Stillwater, Saratoga Co., N. Y. He had
several brethers ; some of whom w ere patriots in the Revolution, espousing
the American cause, and three of them ‘¢ United Empire Loyalists” (the
polite name for Tory). He was the grandson of Col. John Jessup, who
received a large grant of land on the Hudson River, from Charles the
Second for his fidelity to Charles the First. Colonel Jessup lost this prop-
erty by confiscation in the Revolution, but received fromn the English
government large grants of land on the River St. Lawrence, in and about
Sorel, Can., as compensation for the loss. Dr. Walker received a fine
property of 300 acres, at the mouth of the Richelieu River, on the St.
Lawrence, and in Canada, in consideration of his military services to the
British government.
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47. William® [21] (Alant, Alexander?, Allan? Kenneth?).
William Morrison, the discoverer of the sources of the Mississippi
River, was born in Montreal, Can., in 1785. The following sketch
of him we take from Vol. VI, 1866, page 528, of the “ American
(Annual) Cyclopedia,” published by % Appleton & Co.: —

“William Morrison, a Canadian fur-trader, interpreter, and ex-
plorer; born in Montreal, C. E., in 1785; died on Morrison’s Island,
Aug. 7,1866. In 1802 he commenced his apprenticeship with the
Northwestern Fur Company at Fond du Lac, and was soon after
admitted as a partner. Y)uring the years 1803-15, he explored the
entire region of the Northwest, and wintered at many important

graphical points. In 1816, he took charge of John J. Astor’s
usiness, and remained with him until 1826, when he retired, and
went to Canada. He has since lived at Berthier. By an Indian
wife he had two sons. Mr. Morrison’s life has been an eventful
one ; but that which most of all will immortalize his name, is the
fact of his being the first white man who discovered the sources
of the Mississippi River. This honor has generally been awarded
to Mr. Schoolcraft, but the- justness of Mr. Morrison’s claim is
without doubt.”

From the “ Chicago Times,” Saturday, Aug. 26, 1866, I extract
the following, taken from the “ Montreal Telegraph”: —

“The name of William Morrison is identical with the rise and
progress of the fur trade in Minnesota. . . . He was ever
popular among the Indian tribes, and among them his influence
was very great. The following incident will bear evidence to
this, and may add another scrap to the romantic history of the
Northwest.

“Mr. Morrison was living at Sandy Lake at the time when the
great chief, called ¢ The Prophet’ (brother to Tecumseh, who, unlike
his brother chief, was ever loyal to the British government), sent
out his mandates to all the West to muster the tribes to a general
massacre of 'the whites. The message was sent secretly by runners
with accompanying tobacco. If the terms were acceded to, the
tobacco was cut and smoked. Thus the Indians throughout the
country became apprised of the prophet’s order without the
knowledge of the whites. But a sudden change was observed
in the conduct of the Indians. Never before were signs so
ominous of evil, and matters daily assumed a more gloomy
aspect. It was evident that some prompt action must be taken to
avert the impending evil, and Mr. Morrison was elected as the
only one able to break up the plot. Cheerfully he accepted the
dangerous mission, and accordingly started off to visit the assem-
bled tribes. He took with him two men, paddled slowly down
the river, and passed the Indians’ camp. Some children playing
on the bank first discovered him, and reported that ¢Little
Englishman’ (as he was called) was coming down the river.
All ran out to meet him. They would speak to him, if to none
other. Anxious to learn if the whites were still ignorant of the
plot, they asked if he had any news. ¢Oh, nothing!’ he replied
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carelessly, fully understanding the Indian character; ¢ what’s
the news with you?’ ¢Nothing,’ said they; and he began to
slowly paddle his canoe. Then ie paused suddenly. ¢Oh, yes,’
said he, ‘I do remember something. The great medicine-man,
the prophet, has been killed by the iong Knives’ Then he pro-
ceeded slowly down the river, as though nothing had happened.
He did not know this to be true, though it afterwards proved so
by a remarkable coincidence. However, the Indians fully be-
lieved him. Not an hour after his return to the fort, the Indians
began to flock in by hundreds, and seemed anxious to become
friends. The paint was removed from their faces, and they
manifested their usual cordiality. They had no wish to make
war on the whites, but felt bound to obey the order of the great
medicine-man.

“ Eventful as his life has been, that which will most of all
immortalize his name is the fact of his being the first white
who discovered the sources of the Mississippi River. This honor
has generally been awarded to Schoolcraft; but there are living
(or were very recently) witnesses of the justness of Mr. Morrison’s
claim. The following copy of a letter which the late Mr. Morrison
addressed to the Historical Society of Minnesota, so clearly sets
forth his claim as to leave no doubt of his title to the lasting
honor of his great discovery, viz.: —

«¢]left Old Grand Portage in 1802, and landed at Leech Lake in
September. In October, I went and wintered on one of the Crow
Wing streams, near its source. Our Indians were Pillagoes. In
18034, I wintered at Rice Lake. I passed by Red Cedar Lake
(now Cass Lake), and followed up the Mississippi to Cross Lake.
Then followed the Mississippi up to near Elk Lake (now Itasca),
the source of the great Mississippi, the portage we made to get
to Rice Lake, that empties itself into the Red River, which I
visited in 1804 ; and if the late General Pike did not lay it down
as such when he came to Leech Lake, it is because he did not
happen to meet me. I was at an outpost that winter. The late
General Pike laid down on his map Cass Lake as the head of the
Mississippi River. I did not trace any vestige of white men
before to Itasca Lake. In 1811-12, I again went the same route,
and down the Rice River to the plains. Then I overtook a gen-
tleman with an outfit from Mackinac, M. Olepe, with whom I
parted at Fond du Lac. He took the south towards Mackinac,
and I took the north to head-quarters, which had been changed
to Fort William from Old Grand Portage. This, I expect, will
explain that I visited in 1804, and in 1811-12, Itasca and five
small streams that empty into that lake.

«“¢By way of explanation why the late General Pike, in 1805,
who had orders to trace the Mississippi to its source, failed to do
so, I must say he was stopped a little gelow Swan River (what is
now called Pike’s Rapids, or Block House), by the foe, and had to
proceed on foot to Leech Lake, He had to learn there where the
source of the Mississippi was.” He went to Cass Lake, and could
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Eroceed no farther. He had been told that I knew the source,
ut could not see me, being out on an outpost. This want of
information made him commit the error. Some person, not
knowing better, told him there was no river above Cass Lake.
Cass Lake receives the waters of Cross Lake, and Cross Lake
receives that of Itasca* Lake. There are five small streams that
empty into Itasca Lake. They are short, and will soon lose
themselves in swamps. Rice %tiver is a short portage, and is
called the heights of land, which is the dividing ridge between
the Mississippi and the waters that empty into Red River and
Hudson’s Bay. No white man can claim the discovery of the
Mississippi before me, for I was the first who saw the source.
Yours, ete., ‘WiLLiam MoRrison.’

“It is manifest from this that neither Schooleraft nor Nicollet
was the first discoverer of the Mississippi. - Mr. Morrison did
much to develop the vast resources of the far west.”

In religion, he was an Episcopalian. He was baptized by a
clergyman of the Church of England, and remained a steadfast
member of that church till his death. He was buried at Sorel,
Can.

CHILDREN.

48. William.+ He passed a great portion of his life among the wilds of
the Rocky Mountains, in Oregon and (alifornia, and accompa-
nied Colonel Fremont in his expedition. He d. in Oregon in
1850. No issue.

49. Donald-George,t b. Sorel, Can., May 10, 1827. He was a member of
the Territorial Legislature of Minnesota, representing the Pem-
bina region in the assembly. He was for many years register
of deeds of Douglas County, Wisconsin (the county at the head
of Lake Superior). He res. (1880) at Superior, Douglas Co.,
Wis. Children: 1st. Mary-Eliza, b. Feb. 17, 1860; 2d, Frances-
Harriet, b. Jan. 6, 1862; 8d, Lillian-Margaret, b. Jan. 19, 1867;
4th, Mary-Anne-Josette, b. April 11, 1869; 5th, Georgianna-
Angelica, b. Nov. 9, 1871 ; 6th, Donald-William, b. Jan. 14, 1874;
7th, George-Allan, b. July 28, 1876; 8th, Cecilia-Beatrice, b.
Oct. 5, 1878,

50. Allan® [28] (Allan*, Alexander?, Allan? Kenneth'); born
at Terrebonne, Can., June 3, 1803. Left Canada in 1817 for the
Lake Superior country, and was a fur-trader there and in the
upper Mississippi region. He was a member of one of the earlier
legislatures of Minnesota, and for a long time was postmaster of
Crow Wing. Morrison County, Minnesota, was named for him.
He married, in 1826, Charlotte-Louise Chaboille, the daughter of
an Indian chief. She was born 1809, at Fort William, Lake Supe-
rior, and died Oct. 2, 1873, at Crow Wing, Minn. He died at
‘White Earth Reservation, Minn., Nov. 21, 1877,

* The derivation of the name is not generally known. ¢ Itasca” is
derived from two Latin words, veritas caput (true head), by uniting the
last four letters of the first word, and the first two of the last word.

t+ See page 528, Appleton’s Annual Cyclopsedia for 1866, vol. vi.
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CHILDREN, BORN IN NORTHWESTERN MINNESOTA.

51. Charles, . at Leaf River, March 16, 1827; d. at Fredonia, N. Y.,
Feb. 18, 1842.

52. Margaret, b. at Portage La Prairie, Sept. 13, 1829; d. at Gull Lake,
Minn., May 8, 1848.

53. Mary-Ann, b. at Swan River, Jan. 12, 1832; m. 1856, John R. Sloan.

54. Wilham, b. at Pine River, Feb. 17, 1834; d. at Red Cedar Lake, Dec.
17, 1834.

55. Charlotte-Louise, b. at Lake Winnebagoshish, Oct. 81, 1835; d. at
Crow Wing, Oct. 24, 1859.

56. Jane, b. at La Pointe, Lake Superior, Feb. 17, 18 —; d. at Crow Wing,
March 14, 1863.

57. Caroline, b. at Cross Lake, on Pine River, April 9, 1841; m. May,
1864. Christopher Grandelmyer; res. in Bralnard, Minn. Two
children : 1st, Charlotte, b. at Crow Wing, May, 1865; 2d, Rose,
b. at St. Cloud, March, 1867.

58. John-George (87), b. at Lake Winnebagoshish, April 29, 1843.

59. Rachel, b. at Long Lake, April 13, 1846; lives at Brainard, Minn.

60. Allan, b. at Crow Wing, June 8, 18438; farmer; res. White Earth,
Minn. He m. June, 1875, Angeline Montreuil, b. at Sandy
Lake, Minn.

604. Loulse, b. Long Lake, April 20, 1851; resldes at White Earth, Minn.

61. Donald-George® [29] (Allan', Alexander?, Allan®, Ken-
neth’) ; born in Sorel, Can., Aug. 28, 1805. Lived at St. Hyacinthe,
Can., where he died Jan. 18, 1875. He married July 8, 1833,
Maria A. R. Papineau, born at Isle Roupin, Can., May 9, 1816;
died at St. Hyacinthe, Can., Dec. 24, 1854.

CHILDREN, BORN AT S8T. HYACINTHE, CAN.

62. Margaret-Ann (97), b. Nov. 16, 1885; d. March, 1875.

63. George-Allan-Oliver, b. Oct. 4, 1839; resides at White Earth, Minn. ;
merchant.

64. Lewis-Francis-Benjamin, b. Jan. 30, 1842; resides at St. Hyacinthe,
Can. ; lawyer.

65. Jean-Depaulles, b. May 3, 1845; d. May 26, 1849.

66. Maria-L.-H., b. Jan. 8, 1849; d. Jan. 31, 1853.

67. Norman® [35] (Donald®, John!, Alexander? Allan? Ken-
neth!). Norman Morison is the only remaining member of his
father’s family living in Lewis. He was made postmaster of
Stornoway, the chief city of the island, in 1860, a position he
still [1880] retains. He is the eighth generation removed from
the last Judge Morison, Brieve of iewis, Scotland.

CHILDREN, BORN IN STORNOWAY, LEWIS.

68. Mary-Jane. 71. Murdo.
69. Isabella. 72. Johanna.
70. Donald. 73. Mauacdonald.

74. Alexander-Hamilton®[40] (Roderick®, Donald*, Alexander?,
Allan? Kenneth!). Hon. Alexander-H. Morrison is the eldest and
nearest living relative of that celebrated family of Morison who so
long held dominion in the Island of Lewis, and is the eighth gen-
eration removed from the last Judge Morison, Brieve of Lewis.
Tuttle’s Illustrated History of Michigan, published in 1873, has
the following respecting the subject of our sketch:—
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« Hon. Alexander-Humilton Morrison.— Alexander-Hamilton
Morrison, of St. Joseph, Mich., projector and builder of the
Chicago and Michigan Lake Shore hailroad, and its vice-presi-
dent and general manager, was born in Quebec, Can., Feb. 22,
1822. At the age of fifteen he was engaged as clerk for B. W.
Smith, now sheriff of Simcoe, Ont., and with him came west in
1838, arriving in Chicago in October of that year, when Chicago
contained less than four thousand inhabitants. Here he entered
the employ of David Ballentine, then a contractor on the Illinois
and Michigan canal, remaining with him as clerk until he engaged
in active business on his own account at the age of nineteen. In
1847-48-49, Mr. Morrison was engaged as a contractor on public
works in Illinois and Iowa. In 1850 he came to St. Joseph, Mich,,
where he has since resided, being connected in extensive business
as a merchant and lumberman until he engaged in the railroad
enterprise which now occupies his attention. The Chicago and
Michigan Lake Shore Railroad, of which Mr. Morrison is the
projector, builder, and manager, extends from New Buffalo, on
the Michigan Central Railroad, to Pentwater, which is the main
line, a distance of 170 miles, with a branch of 25 miles from Hol-
land to Grand Rapids; and another branch of 55 miles from
Muskegon to Big Rapids, making in all 250 miles of road. Con-
sidering the difficulties encountered in consequence of the decision
of the supreme court of Michigan, declaring void all municipal
aid voted to help construct railways, together with the fact that
the road was built through a new country, sparsely populated,
which would not have been undertaken without the encourage-
ment the law of 1869 proposed, the success of the enterprise, in
both its completion and management, entitles the projector and
builder to an amount of praise for commercial sagacity, foresight,
and economy in all the details of construction and management
seldom awarded to men of these times, and which to him in after
years will be a source of consolation and pride. Mr. Morrison,
while engaged in extensive business, has at the same time given
some attention to politics, and has been the recipient of political
honors, having seen much of public life for a man of his years,
now only fifty-two. In 1851 he was chairman of the board of
supervisors of Berrien County. In 1852 he was a candidate for
presidential elector on the Whig ticket. In 1856 he was elected
to the senate of this State, and was on the staff of Governor.
Bingham. In 1858 he was appointed on the staff of Governor
Wisner. In 1860 he was elected to the house of representatives,
and was chairman of the committee on State affairs for three
sessions, and during the time was one of the special joint com-
mittee on war matters, of which Hon. James F. Joy and Hon.
Henry P. Baldwin were members. To the members of that
committee must be awarded the honor of successfully projecting
that policy which at the end of the war found the State unincum-
bered with a war debt, and another by which the old State debt
will be all paid by the close of the year 1881. In 1862 Mr.



64 DESCENDANTS OF THE HEREDITARY JUDGE. [74

Morrison was appointed b({ President Lincoln collector of internal
revenue for the second district of Michigan, composed then of
the counties of Allegan, Berrien, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Branch,
Cass, and St. Joseph, and was appointed by President Johnson
assessor of the same district in 1867, which office he held until
June 30, 1869, when he resigned to enter upon the railroad
project of which mention is made above. Mr. Morrison belongs
to one of the pioneer families of the Western country, who were
Indian traders in the Lake Superior region in the latter part of
the last century and the first part of this. His father was a
member of the old Northwestern Fur Company, and one of the
few partners in that company that refused to surrender to, and
successfully resisted, Lord Selkirk in his war made upon it in the
interest of the Hudson Bay Company, immediately after the late
war with Great Britain. l'}'is guardian in his boyhood, and under
whose care he was educated, was his friend and relative, the late
‘William Morrison, the discoverer of the sources of the Mississippi
River, from whom he obtained a knowledge of pioneer life in the
beginning of the century, by hearing him relate adventures that
to the young have an irresistible charm. Mr. Morrison ascribed
his late success mainly to his business connection with the Hon.
James F. Joy, the railroad magnate of the Northwest, to whom
he awards almost the entire praise. Be this as it may, the people
of Michigan will always remember the subject of this sketch as
one of her distinguished characters; and the people of the county
of Berrien and town of St. Joseph as its most prominent, widely
known, and ambitious man, who for nearly twenty-five years has
maintained a spotless business reputation, and still enjoys the
unlimited confidence of his neighbors.”

In the Michigan volume of “American Biographical History of
Eminent and Self-made Men,” with portrait iliustrations on steel,
ﬁlblished in Cincinnati, O., in 1878, an eulogistic history of Mr.

orrison’s career is to be found ; and in addition to what is pub-
lished in Tuttle’s History of Michigan, mention is made that A.
H. Morrison and C. G. Wickes of Chicago were the joint owners
and operators of the Dakota and Sioux City and Pembina Rail-
roads; that Mr. Morrison had been a member of the Republican
State Central Committee for six years; was connected with the
Masonic and Odd Fellow fraternities, having been Master of
Occidental Lodge, F. & A. M., and the first Noble Grand of
Burnett Lodge, 1. O. O. F., of St. Joseph, Mich. In religion,
Mr. Morrison is put down as a “Liberal”; and that during a
business career of thirty years, he had been, with three exceptions,
unknown to the courts as suitor, juryman, or witness. Mr. Mor-
rison was married in Elkhart Co., Ind., Jan. 17, 1848, to Julia-
Ann Reynolds, of Buffalo, N. Y., who was born there Jan. 21,
1832.

The same history gives the following account of his maternal
ancestry: His mother was a descendant of Col. John Jessup,
who, for his fidelity to Charles I, was rewarded by Charles 1I
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with a large tract of land on the Hudson River in the State of
New York. This tract, known as Jessup’s tract, became historic
through its confiscation by the State of New York immediately
after the revolutionary war (1776).

In 1878, Mr. Morrison erected a very extensive wooden-ware
manufactory at St. Joseph, Mich., and in 1879 erected a large
paper-pail establishment, giving to the business his personal
attention, with the aid of his only son Donald Morrison, a young
man of eighteen years. These works combined make one of the
largest manufactories of the kind in the United States. A good
illustration of these works is here given.

In 1880 he was elected a member of the National Republican
Convention, to nominate candidates for President and Vice-
President of the United States. He was strongly uried as a
candidate of the Republican party for governor of Michigan, in
1880, but declined the use of his name.

CHILDREN, BORN IN ST. JOSEPH, MICH.
75. Jessie, b. July 26, 1854; m. Feb. 25, 1879, Neil A. McGllvray; they
reside in St. Joseph. One child : Jessie Morrison, b. Jan. 10, 1880.
76. Addie, b. Sept. 20, 1857; lives (1880) with her parents.
77. Donald, b. Nov. 30, 1860 (St. Andrew’s Day); resides at St. Joseph.
78. Lillian, b. Dec. 27, 1869.

79. George-Ramsay® [41] (Roderick’, Donald*, Alexander?,
Allan?, Kenneth?). e was born in Canada in 1824, and died at
Stevensville, Mich., June 24, 1875, after having spent several years
of his life in California, where all his sons were born but the eldest.
In 1845 he married Mary A. Dwyer, at Waukegan, Il1.

CHILDREN.

80. William-Roderick, b. in Waukegan, Ill.,, Dec. 1848; is assistant
treasurer of the Wisconsin Valley Railroad, Tomah, Wis.

81. George-R.; agent at Stevensville, Mich.

82. Allan; telegraph operator at Breedsville, Mich.

88. Charles; telegraph operator at New Troy, Mich.

84. Edmuond; lives with his widowed mother in Stevensville, Mich.

85. Susan-Rebecca, b. in Waukegan, I1l., Dec. 1846;

86. Maggie, b. in California; both m. and reside in California; their
husbands’ names are Richardson, although not related.

87. John-George*® E58] (Allan% Allan% Alexander? Allan?

Kenneth!); born April 29, 1843; farmer; res. at White Earth,

Minn. He married Margaret-Elizabeth Fairbanks, July 3, 1863.

She was born at La Pointe, Lake Superior, Minn., July 15, 1847.
CHILDREN.

88. Charlotte-Catherine, b. at Crow Wing, Minn., Jan. 28, 1864; d. Jan.
28, 1864. -

89. Robert-ilenry-A., b. at Crow Wing, Minn., Feb. 8, 1865.

90. Charles-William, b. at Crow Wing, Minn , Oct. 4, 1867.

81. Julia-Rachel, b. March 4, 1869, at Crow Wing.

92. Donald-Allan, b. at Crow Wing, Minn., Jan. 28, 1871.

98. John-George, b. at Crow Wing, Minn., Oct. 30, 1873.

94. James-Alexander, b. at White Earth, Minn., Nov. 21, 1875; d. Nov.
21, 1876.

96. Lewis-Francis, b. at White Earth, Minn., May 7, 1877.

96. Caroline-May, b. at White Earth, Minn., May 22, 1879.
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97. Margaret-Ann® (St. Germain) [62] (Donald-George-Morri-
son’, Allan’, Alexander?, Allan? Kenneth'); born at St. Hyacinthe,
Can., Nov. 16, 1835; married April 22, 1863, Joseph-Henri-Le-
Maire St. Germain, who was born July 15, 1833, at Repentigny,
Can.; physician; res. St. Hyacinthe, Can. She died March, 1875.

CHILDREN, BORN AT ST. HYACINTHE.

98. Marie-Honorine-Emelie, b. July 8, 1864.
99. Marie-Rosalie-Ernestine, b. Jan. 6, 1366.
100. Charles-George, b. July 13, 1867.
101. Louis-Joseph-Henri, b. April 15, 1869.
102. Marie-Louise-Francoise, b. Aug. 9, 1871.
103. Marie-Caroline, b. July 29, 1878; d. 1875.
104. Marle-Albina, b. Feb. 27, 1875; d. 1879.



CHAPTER III.

INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE MORISONS OF LONDONDERRY,
N. H., WiTH A MaP OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSHIP, INCLUDING THE
PRESENT TOWNS OF DERRY, LONDONDERRY, WINDHAM, AND PORTIONS
OF MANCHESTER, HUDSON, AND SALEM, N. H. — PLAN OF THE ORIG-
INAL MORISON HOMESTEADS.

* God sifted a whole nation, that He might send choice grain into the wilderness.”

It will be impossible to speak of the emigration of the Mori-
sons to these bleak, and at that time inhospitable, shores, without
speaking of the causes which induced, nay, compelled, the emi-
gration. These causes are clearly connected with the political
and religious history of the times 1n which they lived.

The “oft-repeated tale” will be told again. The Morisons
were Scotch. During the reign of King James I of England, a
large portion of the six northern counties of Ireland fell to the
king, being the sequestered estates of the Irish rebels. To hold
in check the wild and turbulent spirits of his Irish subjects, he
induced an emigration of his Scotch countrymen to the province
of Ulster in Ireland. This was in the year 1612. In 1613, the
first Presbyterian church ever established in Ireland, was founded
at Ballycorry, county of Antrim.*

The emigrants were rigid Presbyterians. A bitter feud existed
between the Catholic Irish, whose estates had been confiscated,
and the Scotch Presbyterians who occupied them.

In 1641 there was a massacre of the Protestants, and over
forty thousand of them perished. A change soon occurred in the
government ; royalty fell; the protectorate was established ; and
a man was placed at the heln of state who was both able and
willing to protect the Protestants from their bigoted enemies.
In 1649 the strong arm of Cromwell bore an avenging sword,
punished the Catholics, and brought peace to the country.

On the accession, in 1660, of Charles II to the throne of Eng-
land, he gppointed his brother James (afterward James II) vicero
of Scotland. James was a bigoted Catholic, and the Scotcﬁ
Presbyterians were the legitimate objects of his hate. The fires
of persecution were rekindled ; the sword was again unsheathed,
and bathed in the blood of ‘“thousands of slaughtered saints.”

* N. E. Gen’l Register, vol. xii, p. 231.
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In consequence of this persecution, large numbers fled to Ireland,
and joined their Protestant countrymen there. Among these
emigrants were many of the immediate ancestors of the emigrants
to Londonderry, N. H., in 1719. There is little reason to doubt
that the firs¢ Morison settlers of Londonderry, N. H., were sons
of those emigrants; and that one at least, John Morison, who died
in 1736, was Scottish born.

In speaking of the causes of the emigration and settlement of
Londonderry, N. H., the Hon. Charles H. Bell, of Exeter, N. H.,
in his address at the celebration of the one hundred and fiftieth
anniversary of the settlement of the town, said: ¢“The main
cause which impelled our ancestors to quit their home in the Old
‘World, and seek an abode in the wilds of America, is to be found,
without doubt, in their desire for religious liberty.” Again he
says: “No change but the dread summons of death could have
so completely sundered all their relations to those whom, outside
their own circle, they held nearest and dearest on earth, as their
removal to this country. The pang of separation, which over-
flowed the eyes of those of the’gentler sex and tender years, must
have weighed heavily on the hearts of the grave seniors of the
company. But they did not falter; and so they bade adieu to
the scenes and friends of their youth, and embarked on the voyage
which shut them from their view forever; and thenceforward
their destinies were linked with those of another hemisphere.”

The truth which Mr. Bell uttered in relation to the early
iett.lers, as a class, is applicable to the family whose history

ive.

ome of the first Morison settlers of Londonderry, N. H.,,
were at the siege of Londonderry, Ireland, in 1688-89. Other
Morisons in Scotland rallied to the aid of their brethren at
the siege.* The following Morisons were active in their defence
of Londonderry, Ireland, or suffered for their adherence to the
Protestant cause. Dec. 7 (O.8S.), 1688, among the thirteen brave
apprentice boys who on this date shut the gates of the city, “in
the face of tf‘\'e king’s officers, and let down the portcullis,”
determined to die rather than surrender, was Robert Morison.t
James Morison, a citizen more advanced in years, addressed
the besiegers from the top of the wall, and advised them to
be gone. Finally he cried, “Bring a great gun this way!”
when the besiegers retreated, and joined their comrades on
the other side of the river.f April 18, 1689, Capt. James
Morison, officer of the guard, without orders from the gov-
ernor, opened the gate of the city, and admitted Captain
Murray and his party, who aided much in the city’s defence.§
Of those in the city and county of Londonderry, who were

* This was the case with the ancestors of the Morisons of Nottingham,
N. H. See history of this branch.

t From Aunals of Derry, Ireland, by Robert Simpson.

$ Macaulay’s History of England, vol. iii, pp. 114, 115.

§ Annals of Derry, Ireland, by Robert Simpson.
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attainted in 1689 by King James, and declared traitors for their
adherence to.the Protestant religion, was Lieut. Robert Morison.
This appears from the Rolls office, Duyblin.*

The Morisons who were young at the time of the siege of
Londonderry, were the sturdy men who, in 1719, helped to found
the settlement in Londonderry, N. H. They came in the strength
of their manhood, prepared the rude habitations, felled the trees,
broke the ground, and scattered the grain, which the rich and
virgin soil would bring forth into abundant harvests. Then the
old people came and shared with them the joys as well as the
perils of the new life in the wilderness.

Since the coming of our ancestors, one hundred and sixty-one
i’ears have rolled into the eternity of the past, and till now their

istory has remained unwritten. Each vanished year has ren-
dered the task more difficult.

Standing on the middle ground of the present, where I can
dimly discern their pathway, reverently I have stretched forth a
hand and grasped the fading memorial of their past, and tender
it to my clansmen of the present, and looking futureward, I

resent it with kindliest salutations to the Morrisons of the
uture.

THEIR HISTORY.

In the preparation of their histor{, I have not relied on tradi-
tions and defective memories, but have used them as clews to
evidence, as a basis from which to work out a difficult problem.
The facts stated here will go counter to many fond traditions,
and I myself have laid aside some with great reluctance. But
what are stated as facts, are the result of painstaking and diligent
inquiry, and can be substantiated by the strongest evidence. This
evidence is found in family records, on tomb-stones, in deeds,
in wills, and ip town, county, and probate records. All these
have been consulted, and from them ahstracted the history given.
This history will correct the record of the Morisons in Parker’s
History of Londonderry, N. H. The notice there has no histori-
cal value. The author of that book died before he had com-
pleted his work, which accounts in part for the unsatisfactory
condition of the notice.

Dr. Albert Smith, also, in his History of Peterborough, N. H., p.
174, erroneously gave Samuel Morison as the father of the eight
children whose names he gives, and seems to have been wholl
ignorant of the fact brought out in this history, that Jokhn Mori-
son was their father, and that he died in Londonderry, N. H.,
Feb. 16, 1736, leaving a will making his sons James and John
executors.

The time is coming when the fact of being a descendant of
one of the first settlers of Londonderry will be considered an

* Annals of Derry, Ireland, by Robert Simpson.
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honor only second to being descended from one of the Pilgrim
fathers.

And let every Morrison distinctly remember that he is of Scotch
descent; that his name is Scotch; and that the terms Scotch-
English or Scotch-Irish, so far as they imply a different than
Scotch origin, are a perversion of truth, and false to history.

All evidence shows that the Island of Lewis,* settled by
Norsemen, was the cradle of the family; that members of
it crossed to the mainland of Scotland, passed into England,
Ireland, and spread from there over the earth.

It was formerly common to use the terms Jrish as applied to
language, apd Irishman as applied to race; where now, and

ro erI{, we say Gaelic language, and Gaél, a Scotch High-
ander.

This fact, not generally known, throws light upon the former
custom in some quarters of alluding to the early settlers of Lon-
donderry, N. H., as «“Irish.” The Quaker poet, John G. Whittier,
has fallen into this not uncommon error, in his pretty poem of
“ Abram Morrison,” found in the chapter prepared by Judge Chas.
R. Morrison. The Hon. Charles H. Il)3ell, of Exeter, N. H,, in his
address on the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the settle-
ment of Londonderry, truly said of the term Scotch-Irish: «It is
not inappropriate as descriptive of their origin and prior abode,
though it has given rise to not a little misapprehension. It has
been supposed by some writers that the name denotes a mixed
nationality of Scotch and Irish descent; and in order to adapt
the facts to their theory, they have fancied that they could detect
in the character of the Londonderry settlers the traits derived
from each ancestry. But history fails to bear out the ingenious
hypothesis ; for it is certain that there was no mixture of blood
in the little band who cast their fortunes here ; they were of Scot-
tigh lineage, pure and simple.”

v

MAP OF THE ORIGINAL TOWNSHIP OF LONDONDERRY, N. K.

EXPLANATIONS.

Annexed is a map of the original Township of Londonderry, N. H. The
object is to present the past rather than the present; to designate the
early Morison homesteads, and those of many other of the early settlers;
and also many points of historic interest. Most of the modern names
are those found on the map of Rockingham County, N. H.

The persons whose names are numbered were the first Morison settlers.

The names and localities marked with a cross (1) were early settlers,
or rather not modern residents, and places of local importance.

* See Map of Scotland.

+ See John Morisone’s ‘¢ Description of Lewis,” in Capt. F. W. Thomas's
¢ Traditions of the Morrisons,” pp. 25, 26. Also, Capt. Thomas's allusion
to this fact, same pages.
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The names neithef numbered nor marked with a (1) cross, are compar-
atively modern.

¢t Tsienneto” Lake (pronounced shoneeto) is the Indian name for Beaver
Pond, in Derry, N. H.

¢ Gaentake ” Brook is the Indian name for Beaver Brook.

For these facts, and for outlines of Tsienneto Lake, made from surveys
by Robert C. Mack, Esq., in 1867, and for very valuable aid in the con-
struction of this map, I am indebted to R. C. Mack, Esq., the able anti-
quarian of Londonderry, N. H.

The five Morisons designated by the term ¢ Charter” are the Morisons
among the one hundred and nineteen men to whom the charter of London-
derry was granted in 1719. John Morison No. 1, who died in 1786, was
father of all succeeding persons to No. 9, and grandfather of all between
No. 8 and No. 13. Charter Robert Morison was probably a relative. Char-
ter David and Charter Samuel Morison were brothers; the relationship
between them and Charter Robert, and the first on the list, is not known.

1. John Morison, died 1786 ; farm now owned by Chas. Day, Derry, N. H.
2. Charter James Morison; farm now owned by Mr. Noyes, Derry, N. H.
8. Charter Jobn Morison; | embraced in the fairm of Col. G. W. Lane,
4. Martha Morison Steele; } Derry, N. H.
5. Dea. Halbert Morison; known on the map of Rockingham County
as L. Hayes’.
6. Samuel Morison; farm now owned by Charles Day, Derry, N. H.
7. Hannah Morison Clendennin; farm now owned by F. Shields,
Derry, N. H.
8. Joseph Morison; farm now owned by Charles Nowell, Derry, N. H.
9. Lieut. Samuel Morison, son of Charter James Morison; farm now
owned by Albert A. Morrison, Windham, N. H.
10. Capt. Thomas Morison, son of Charter John Morison; farm now
owned by Isaiah Dinsmoor, Windham, N. H.
11. Halbert Morison, Jr., son of Charter James Morison; near B. F.
Senter’s farm, Windham, N. H.
12. Ezekiel Morison, son of Charter John Morison; near B. F. Senter's
farm, Windham, N. H
18. Charter Robert Morison; near the place laid down on the map of
Rockingham County, as M. Hamilton's.
14. Charter David Morison; farm now owned by J. McMurphy, London-
derry, N. H. )
15. Charter Samuel Morison; farm now owned by A. McMurphy, Lon-
- donderry, N. H.
16. Samuel Morison, son of Charter Samuel Morison; embracing part of
¢ Ministerial Hill,” Londonderry, N. H.
17. John Morison, son of Charter Samuel Morison; County map, J.
. Morison.
18. John Morison, son of Dea. Halbert Morison; known on map of
Rockingham County as S. F. Taylor’s.
19. Robert Morison, grandson of Charter Samuel Morison; known on
map of Rockingham County as R. Dickey’s.

6
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CHAPTER 1IV.

HisTorRY OF JOHN MORISON, OF LONDONDERRY, N. H., AND HIS DE-
SCENDANTS. — FIRST GENERATION IN AMERICA.— DEED OF LAND.—
LaST WiILL AND TESTAMENT.—LIST OF THE EIGHT CHILDREN.

[In giving the record of John Morison’s descendants, a chapter will be
devoted to the history and genealogical record of each of his eight chil-
dren, traced to 1880, in the male and female lines. In the running-titles,
the heading of the left page indicates the family described; the small
figures attached to a name indicate the generation; and the two numbers
enclosed in brackets in the centre of the pages are the first and the last
numbers denoting individuals found on the two pages. For general ar-
rangement, see Introduction.]

JouN MorisoN, according to tradition, was born in Scotland,
in the County of Aberdeen, in 1628 (?); emigrated to America
from 1720-23; and died in Londonderry, N. H., Feb. 16, 1736,
at the reputed age of 108 years.

FIRST GENERATION IN AMERICA.

1. John Morison, who died in 1736, was the ancestor of many
of the Morisons of the old historic township of Londonderry, N. H.;
of the Morisons of Windham and Peterborough, N. H.; and of
Colchester County, Nova Scotia. He was probably born in Scot-
land, in the County of Aberdeen, although there is no accurate
data by which to decide this question. %y comparing the dates
at which emigrations from Scotland to Ireland took place, with
the great age that tradition has assigned to him at the time of his
death, 1736,* we can scarcely doubt that he was born in Scotland,
and emigrated to Ireland some time preceding the siege of Lon-
donderry.t He certainly lived in Ireland, and had a family in

*Tradition assigns to him the great age of 108 years. From Hon. Thomas
F. Morrison, Londonderry, N. S. He was an old man at the time of his
last marriage, and there is at least forty-five years difference in the ages of
his eldest son James, born as early as 1675, and his youngest son Joseph,
born about 1720. The fact of his death being recorded in the London-
derry Records (vol. il, p. 5) is strong presumptive e.vldence that there
was something remarkable in connection with him.

t In 1727, Nottingham, N. H., was settled by some families of Morisons
from Ireland. They were born in Scotland, emigrated to Ireland at the
time of the siege of Londonderry, 1688, in order to aid their relatives and
friends, endured the sufferings of the besieged, and in 1724 embarked for
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1688, and dwelt in or near the city of Londonderry during the
war of James the Second for the throne of England. He and
his family were at Londonderry during its celebrated siege and
defence. June 80, 1689, the commander of the besieging forces,
the French General Conrad de Rosen, for the purpose of inducing
the city to surrender, issued an inhuman order, by which some
.four thousand Protestants were driven beneath the walls of the
city, where they were exposed to starvation and the missiles of
both armies. It proved ineffectual, and on July 4, 1689, they
were permitted to return to their wretched and pillaged homes.
John Morison and family were among the number who were
driven beneath the walls, and subsequently admitted within the
city, remaining there till the city was relieved.* He did not
come to America in the first emigration of 1718, but continued
to live in Ireland till about 1720, when he removed to America,
with a young family by his last wife, Jane Steele. On Dec. 25,
1723, his sons James, ancestor of the Windham Morisons, and
John, ancestor of the Peterborough Morisons, who had preceded
him to the New World, deeded him the following tract of
land : —

“One second division situate, lying & being in s town of Lon-
donderry, lying to y® southeast of Gov. V&entworth’s farm y*
Rob* Kenedy lives upon, butt? & bounded as followeth beginnin%
at y* Northwest angle at a stake, thence running South by mark
trees two hundred i seventy two rods to a stake, thence running
East & be Nor forty rods to a stake, thence running North two
hundred & seventy two rods by mark? trees to a stake, thence
running West & be south to ye bounds first mentioned —as also
one half acre of meadow situate & lying in K:’meadow y* goes by
the name of Leverets meadow, butt! & bound? as fol%oweth,
beginning at a stake by y* uplands and so running across ye
meadow by stakes to ye upland & bounding on Jn°® Archibald’s
meadow thence running by ye upland to a stake w** bounds W=
Gilmores meadow, thence running by stakes across ye meadow
bounding on W™ Gilmores meadow to ye upland to ye bounds
first mentioned.” §

“To all People to whom these presents shall come Greeting.
know ye y* we, James Morison & John Morison both of London-

America. They were relatives of the Morisons of Londonderry, N. H.,
and were drawn to America by the favorable reports of their relatives in
Londonderry. The Rev. William Morison, p. »., of Londonderry, N. H.,
was born in Scotland, and was a relative of the Morisons in Nottingham,
N. H. This statement is made on the authority of Hon. Robert Morrison,
of Northwood, N. H., formerly mayor of Portsmouth, N. H. Simlilar
traditions have been handed down in the different branches of the family,
and similar family names prevail among them, which is one of the strong-
est evidences of consanguinity.

* E. L. Parker’'s History of Londonderry, N. H., p. 289; Dr. Albert
Smith’s History of Peterborough, N. H., p. 174; and from other sources.

+ Rockingham County, N. H., Records, Book xvili, p. 42.

$ Abstracts of Deeds, Rockingham County, N. H., Records.
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derry, Wheelwrights* wt in his Maj* Pro—° of N Hampsh®, for and
in consideration of love and good will & affection w* we have & do
bear toward® our Reverend father John Morison sen” Husbandman
of y* 8¢ Town and Pro®, have given & granted & by these presents
do freely clearly and absolutely give & grant unto ye s John
Morison, his his heirs exe™, adm™ il assigns.

“To have & hold all ye s lands & meadow in ye above s?
premises to him ye s? Jn° Morison w®out any manner of consid-
eration during his life time and if ye wife of ye above s* Jn° Mor-
ison and ye children of ye 8! wife viz Jean Morison Alias Steele
& her children Samuel, Hannah, Mary, & Joseph Morison survive
& outlive ye aboves? Jn°Morrison that they shall be all & each, of
them equal sharers & quo-partners in ye aboves? tract of land &
meadow during her living & residing with s? children, but if
the s Jean do leave her children or marry another man y‘ there
& at y* time & no longer she shall have no part claim title nor
interest in 8% land or or meadow & further ye above 8! Jn° Mori-
son shall be obliged to pay ye rates of s?second division from
time to time and at all times henceforward and forever.”

Dated Dec. 25, 1728.

Recorded July 2, 1731, Book 18, page 42.

This farm is situated in the present town of Derry, in that %(; -
tion of the town known as the “Dock.” It is now owned by Mr.
Charles Day, and is very pleasantly situated. Here upon this
land, among the hills, where the strong soil would yield him and
his family a support, he lived during the remainder of his days;
and here, on the 19th of January, 1736, “being very sick and
weak in body, but of perfect mind and memory, . . . knowing
that it was appointed unto all men once to die,” did the old man
make and or({)ain this, his last will and testament, which is ap-
pended:

“In the name of God, Amen. The nineteenth day of Jan’y,
One thousand seven hundren & thirty five-six, I, John Morison
of Londonderry within his Majesty’s Province of New Hamps.
in New England Husbandman, being very sick & weak in body
but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be iven to God, there-
fore calling to mind the mortality of my body and knowing that
it is appointed for all men once to die, do make & ordain this
my last will & Testament.

“That is to say principally & first of all I give & Recommend
my soul into the hands of God that gave it, & my body I recom-
mend to the earth to be buried in decent christian burial at the
discretion of my Exec’, nothing doubting but at the General
Resurrection I shall receive the same again b%vthe mighty power
of God &, as touching such worldly Estate Wherewith it hath
pleased God to bless me in this life I give demise & dispose of
the same in the following manner and form.

* Makers of spinning-wheels.
t Probate Records of Rockingham County, N. H.
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“Imprimis. I give and bequeath unto my wife Jean Morison
alias Steele, after all debts and funeral charges are paid, all and
every partic® of my moveable Estate only my will & desire is that
if there be anything of these moveables remaining at her, my
wife’s death that then she shall Equally divide what remains
amongst my four children she had by me, Viz; Samuel, Hannah,
Mary and Joseph Morison, and likewise in consideration of several
good causes done by me unto him, my son Samuel Morison my
will and desire is that he shall be at the trouble & charge to keep
a horse & carry his mother to meeting on the Lord’s day, or an
where else where she may have necessary occasion to go, and
likewise constitute make and ordain my two sons James Morison
& John Morison to be my sole Exec™ of this my last will & Testa-
ment & do hereby utterly disallow, revoke & disannul all & every
other Testaments, wills, Legacies, & bequests & Exec* by me in
any wise before named willed & bequeathed, Ratifying and Con-
firming this and no other to be my last will and Testament.

“In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand & seal the
day & year above written, signed, sealed, published, pronounced
and declared by me the said John Morison as his last will & Tes-
tament in theheresence of us the subscribers. |

his
MarTtrEW X TAYLOR. JoaN x MorisoN.

mark . mark
JoHN KINKEAD.

RoBERT CoCHRAN.

He had a family of eight children, as follows: —*

2. James (101), born in Ireland about 1675 ; died about March
5, 1756, in Londonderry.

3. John (679), born in Ireland, 1678; died in Peterborough,
N. H., June 14, 1776, aged 98 years.

4. Halbert (1946), born in Ireland; died in Londonderry, June
6, 1755, in his 70th year.

5. Martha (2201), born in Ireland; married Thomas Steelej
died in Londonderry, Oct. 22, 1759.

6. Samuel (2279), born, 1710, in Ireland; married Janette
Allison ; died in Londonderry, June 21, 1802, aged 92 years.

7. Hannah (2442), born about 1716, in Ireland; married Wil-
liam Clendennin’ died in Londonderry, Jan. 7, 1802.

8. Mary (2478), born in Ireland about 1718; married Andrew
Jack, of Chester.

9. Joseph (2533), born on the passage to America,} about
1720 ; married Mary Holmes, of Londonderry; died in London-
derry, 1807.

* There is a possibility that the first four children were born in Scotland.

+ This is on the authority of Dea. David Anderson, of Londonderry,
N. H., which is undoubtedly correct, as a tradition in another branch of
the family confirms it.
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CHAPTER V.

SECOND GENERATION. —CHARTER JAMES MORISBON, OF LONDONDERRY,
N. H., AND His DESCENDANTS, INCLUDING SEVEN GENERATIONS.

'

SECOND GENERATION.—CHARTER JAMES MORISON.

10. James?[23] (John'). He is supposed to be the James Mor-
ison whose name appears upon the Memorial to Governor Shute,
of Massachusetts, gearing date of March 26, 1718, previous to
the settlement of Londonderry. He was one of the proprietors
of the ancient township, and one of those to whom the charter
of the town was given; consequently he is known as ¢Charter
James Morison.” He was one of the earliest settlers of the town-
ship, although his name does not appear among those composing
the first sixteen men, who with their families located there. The
following record of land was laid out to him and became his
“home lot”: —

“ NuTFIELD, February y* &c 1719-20

“Laid out to James Moreson a Lott.of Land in said Town con-
taining sixty acres and is bounded as followeth, begining at the
north east corner upon west runing brook the first bound mark
being a small white oake tree marked standing about thirteen
yards from said brook, from thence runing a due south line b
marked trees three hundred and twenty Rhods and “joyning all
the way upon John mitchels Lott until it com to a stake at the
south east cormer, from thence runing a due west line thirty
Rhod by marked trees to a stake at the south west corner, from
thence runing a due north line by marked trees three hundred
and twenty Rhod and joyning all the way upon James Alexan-
ders Lott until it come to a small maple tree marked near the
aforesaid brook, from thence running up the brook as the brook
runs unto the bounds first mentioned, to gether with an interest in
the common or undivided Lands with said Town ship equall to

oather Lotts in said Town.
JAMES GREGG
Recorded this 5th of November 1720 SAMLL GRAVES Commite ”
pr John Goffe Town Clerk * JAMES MCKEEN
DaAvip CARGILL
ROBART WEAR
JouN GOFFE

* Londonderry Town Records.
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So his home ever after was near the “ West Running Brook.”
This land is situated about one mile southwest of Derry East
Meeting-house, in what was known in the early history of Lon-
donderry as the “Double Range.” It is east of the turnpike,
lying between the turnpike and the residence of Col. George W.

ane. Part, if not the whole, of the land is now included in the
farm of a Mr. Noyes. From time to time other lands came into
his possession.

Quiet and unassuming as we imagine our ancestor to have been,
still he did not wholly escape the perplexities of life, and in
company with others entered his strong protest against what he
considered an unjust division of lands among the settlers, and
asked for redress.

There were disturbing elements in the society of the early
settlers. Selfishness was prominent then, as now, in the breasts
of all. Many of those who lived in the “Double Range” were
dissatisfied with the division and distribution of the land. ¢“One
method, ‘to do as they would be done by,’ did not prevail there.”
So fourteen freeholders in the township of Londonderry (now
Derry) signed the annexed petition : —

PETITION FOR REDRESS OF INJUSTICE.

¢ To the Honourable John Wentworth, Esq., Leutt Governor commander in
chieff of Hampshr, and to the Generall Assembly of both houses.

“The humble petition of the subscribers to this Honorable
Assembly, wee complean of wrong don to us and grivoos injustice
in laying outt of our land by unjust methods viz. that a part of
our proprietors have taken their chois of all our comons and we
are nott allowed neither lott nor chois and rendered unsheur of
having our hom lotts made Equal with others, one method Dos
not prevall hear to do as they wold be done by. Wee the Com-
plenentt Desire and make requeast for a practicable reull that
may yealld saiftty to every party and thatt a magor vote may not
cutte any ® propriator outt of iis right by design or conning
which shall further appear by a paper annexed hereunto, which
will make it ap?ear mor fully to have ben practised hear on
Fropertie hurttofore another the complanentt seke for redress
rom this Honorable house, and your petitioners shall ever pray.

May the 15 1728,

JOHN BARNET. JOHN MORISON.
SAMUEL ALLISON. WiLLIAM UMFRA.
WiLLiAM NICKELS. JOHN BARR.
JOHN ANDERSBON. RoBr. WEAR.
JAMES MORISON. SAMUEL BARR.
ARCHIBALD CLENDENIN. JOHN BARNET.
JOHN STUART. GABRIALL BARR.”*

«This petition was presented to the General Assembly on the
18th day of May, 1728. The 23d was appointed as a day of

* Town Papers of New Hampshire, vol. ix, pp. 492, 498.
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hearing. Both parties appearing unitedly declared that they had
settled the difference among themselves, and humbly prayed the
Government to give a sanction to their agreement.

“In Council, ﬁay 23, 1728, Voted, that the Said Agreement be
and hereby is established and confirmed. The Agrement was as
follows, At a Proprietary Meeting at Londonderry the 15* da
of April 1728, it was voted that the fourteen petitioners ‘shaﬁ
have Five Hundred and Ninetyfour acres of land within the said
Town of Londonderry.’ The petitioners shall have one half the
land that fronts on Cobbetts Pond, on the South side and the
East end of the said pond, so beginning at the middle of said
Pond and running out a square line from the Pond Three Hun-
dred and twenty rods if Policy Pond will allow, thence extend-
ing East not to run past ye east end of Policy Pond southerly,
and so running along ye habitable land breaking no form of land
until the aforesaid Petitioners’ compliment of five hundred and
ninety four acres is made up exclusive of any meadow,” * etc.

Part, if not all, of this land was laid out in October of 1728.
Like the rest of the common land of Londonderry, it was formed
into a “range,” so that it might “be laid out in order.” This was
the origin of that section of farms, which for nearly one hundred
and fifty years has been known as “Windham Range.” + The
land laid out to James Morison, Nov. 18, 1728, in consequence of
this protest and petition, has furnished a home for many of his
descendants down to the present day. It is now owned by his

eat-great-grandson, Albert A. Morrison. In his possession also
i8 a Bible once belonging to our ancestor, and was used by him
in his daily devotions. It is strongly bound, and was closed
originally with clasps, though they are now broken. It was
printed in 1725. It bears the marks of use, and some of its pages
are stained by the sea-waves when crossing the Atlantic, a cen-
tury and a half ago or more.

He was one of the selectmen of Londonderry in 1725. He
married Mary Wallace, in Ireland, by whom he had two sons,
Halbert and Samuel. She died in Ireland, and he came to
America, and married Janet Steele, and had five children.

There seems to have been a general closing up of his affairs on
March 5, 1756, and several deeds from him to his sons bear this
date. These were not acknowledged before a justice of the peace,
and those who witnessed them were obliged to appear at probate
court at Portsmouth, N. H., June 9, 1757, to teetlg' and establish
the legality of the writings. The records say, “And it is

* Provincial Papers, vol. iv, p. 800.

t+ At one time, 1789, four Morisons were freeholders, and lived in
Windham Range: 1. Ezekiel Morison, son of John, hought of Willlam
Clendenin the land laid out to Archibald Clendenin. The place where the
house stood 1s in the hollow between the S8enter and Smith farms. 2. Hal-
bert Morison, Jr., son of James, bought the land laid out to William Nickles;
date of deed Oct. 17, 1789. 8. Capt. Thomas Morison, son of John, lived
where Isaiah Dinsmoor lives. 4. Lieut. Samuel Morison, son of James,
lived where Albert A. Morrison lives.
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reported that James Morison is dead.” His son Samuel took out
papers of administration on his estate, June 9, 1757. Here the
curtain falls. Upon the history of the ancestor of this branch of
the Morison family, no further light comes. No stone bearing
his name can be discovered in the cemeteries of Windham, Derry,
or Londonderry. The “great reaper ” gathered the ripened shock
of corn into his garner, and so passes from our view and knowl-
edge the ancestor of our clan.

elow are fac-similes of the autographs of Charter James
Morison; and also of his father, John Morison, who died

in 1736: —
He had a family of seven

CHILDREN.

11. Halbert [18], b. in Ireland; d. in Amherst, N. H., about 1779.

12. Samuel [19], b. in Ireland, 1704; d. in Windham, N. H., Feb. 11, 1776.

13. Janet, m. Samuel Steele, of Londonderry. Half of James Morison’s
home lot was deeded to Steele Sept. 27, 17567. He died Dec. 8,
1761, aged 32 years. Left two children: 1st, Thomas; 2d,
Hannah (?).

14. Katreen. She probably m. a Mr. Tufts. She was in Cambridge,
Mass., in 1774.

15. John, b. in Londonderry, Aug. 16, 1722; m. Elizabeth ——; lived In
Londonderry. At one time he owned part of James Morison’s
home lot. He was in Cambridge, Mass., in 1776. I have been
unable to obtain any further record of him or his descendants.

16. Thomas, b. in Londonderry, May 15, 1724¢. Owned land bounding
on his father’s home lot. Lived in Cambridge, Mass., for sev-
eral years, and was there as late as 1776. No record of him
after this date, though many records have been consulted. He
m. Mary ——. 8he d. Feb. 20, 1760, in her thirty-second year.

17. James, b. in Londonderry, Sept. 24, 1728. Lived in Londonderry,
and also at Cambridge, with ¢¢ other friends.” He was there at
the commencement of the Revolutionary war; but at this time,
with his brothers and sisters, he passes utterly out of our knowl-
edge. 1 have been unable to find any record or tradition of
them, though the county records of Massachusetts and part of
New Hampshire, and town records of part of Vermont, have
been searched.

THIRD GENERATION.

18. Halbert?® [11] (James?, John'), was known as Halbert, Jr.
On Oct. 17, 1789, for the consideration of five pounds, he received
of William Nickles, of Londonderry, a deed of land in Windham
Range.* Here he lived for ten years. In those days the

* Rockingham County Records, Book xxxv, p. 536.
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Indians occasioned the settlers much annoyance, and parties were
scouting for them continually. In 1746, among the forty-four
names on the muster-roll of that somewhat celebrated Indian
fighter, Capt. John Goffe, I find his name. He was out from
April 24, 1746, to May 19, scouting for Indians. He then re-en-
listed for eleven days.* This explains a vote passed at a town-
meeting in Windham, May 14,1748 : «Voted, on the fifth article,
that each man that is gone to the woods for us, this year, shall
have 40 shillings Old Tenor above the province pay.”t In
1747, his name ap(i:ears on the Windham records as highway
surveyor. Under date of Feb. 20, 1750, Halbert Morison, and
his wife Mary, deed their home in Windham to John Christy, for
the consideration of six hundred pounds, old tenor.{ April 29,
1752, Halbert, David, and Samuel Morison deeded land to Joseph
Blanchard in “ New Plantation or Township Monadnock No. 5,
within Mason’s Patent.” § This MonadnocE No. 5 was incorpo-
rated as Marlboro’, Dec. 13, 1776.| He next appears in Peter-
borough, N. H., July 5, 17563. He bought land there, which he
deeded to his cousin by marriage, William Smith, and the father
of the learned jurist, Judge Jeremiah Smith.T In 1757, at the
vendue of his father’s personal property, Lieut. Samuel Morison
speaks, in one of his papers, of ‘“bro. Halbert” as being present.

In 1761, he was in Amherst, N. H., and there he lived the
remainder of his life. May 8, 1765, he bought one lot of land in
Amberst of sixty acres.

On the twelfth day of August, 1771, he deeded away a certain
“ Right or Tract Throu%bout the Township of Monadnock No. 5,
being a whole Right or Proprietor’s Share of land in said Monad-
nock of which I am the original Grantee.” ** The exact date of
his death is unknown ; but it was previous to Jan. 27, 1779. On
that date one Garfield took out letters of administration on his
estate, but it was not fully settled in 1780, when license was
granted to sell his real estate and pay debts.tf He married Mary
(Nickles, probably). From the Londonderry records it appears
that Halbert and Mary had one child, Martha, born June 13, 1750.
This is all that is known of him or his descendants. 1 .

* New England Hist. and Gen. Register, vol. xv.

+ Windham, N. H., Records, vol. i.

$ Rockingham County Records.

§ Book 1vii, p. 881, Rockingham County Records.

{| Saoborn’s History of New Hampshire.

9 History of Peterborough, N. H., by Dr. Albert Smith, p. 269.

*+ Hillsborough County Records, Nashua, N. H.

+¢ Probate Records, Hillsborough County, N. H.

11 And to show the difficulties which environ one who searches after
genealogical facts, where there are no correct records kept, I will state
that the only clew I had to the history of Halbert Morison, beyond the faint
tradition that such a person had existed, was found in a scrap of dateless
paper, a copy of which is appended, directed to his brother John Morison.
It was found among the papers of Lieut. Samuel Morison : —

«Sar this is to Let you know that one gefeel of merymack is administered
on Holbarts Esteat and I did not know of it for he has no Rite to do
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19. Lieut. Samuel® [12]véJames’, John!). He was the pro-
genitor of the Morisons of Windham. He came to Londonderry
with his father in 1719, when a lad of fifteen years, and shared
with others the hardships of the new settlement. Feb. 12, 1739,
his father deeded him the farm (then in Londonderry) in Wind-
ham range. This deed was not acknowledged before a justice of
the peace, consequently James Morison gave another deed of the
same land March 5, 1766. This deed was proven and legalized
before the court at Portsmouth, June 9, 1757, and from
1728, when this farm was laid out to James Morison, till the
present date, it has been in the Morison name, and ‘its bounds
remain unchanged. It is not known at what time he first came
upon the farm in Windham, but it is quite evident that it was
not many years after its “laying out,” and not far from 1730.
In 1742, Windham was incorforated as a separate township,
except that it must unite with Londonderry to send a representa-
tive to the general court of the Province. He was moderator of
the first town-meeting ever held in Windham, in 1742. Iie pre-
sided in thirty-one town-meetings, the last time in 1775. He was
a member of the first board of selectmen of the town, and acted
in this capacity, at different times, for seven years. He was clerk
of the town for four years.* In 1752, he appeared with a petition
before the governor and council of the Province protesting
against the boundary line of Salem, which took off a slice from
Windham.¥ His mission was ineffectual. In 1758, he was a
lieutenant in a New Hampshire re[iiment, and was present at
the capture of Louisburg from the French, July 26, 17568.3 In
the possession of a descendant is a diary kept by him
during his term of service. A tradition exists in the family,
that after the surrender of the fortress by the French, as the offi-
cers of the besieging and victorious forces were gathered around
the refreshment tables, the chaplain was called upon to ask the
divine blessing. He was in the habit of being lengthy on such

it and you may cary your documents to him if you please All is from
your friend and servant, JaMES LyYONs.”

This was the basis from which his history was constructed, collecting
information as I could, ‘‘here a little and there a little,” till it was com-
plete.

* Windham Records, vol. {.

+ See Map of Londonderry, N. H.

$CAPTAIN McCNUTT'S COMPANY.
A muster roll of Lieutenant Morison’s party of men, designed for Fort
Cumberland : —

Samuel Morison, Licutenant. Matthew Taylor, Sergeant.

Samucl Moor, Sergeant. Neal McNeill, [
William Fisher. Robert Kinkead. John Kisher. James Matthews.
David Taylor. Willlam Kinkead. Saml. Archibald. William Kennedy.
John Taylor. John Durham.  Matt'w Archibald. Hugh McIrish.

Adam Taylor. James Dunlap.  George Cowan. Joseph Moor.

John McKeen. James McKnight. Robt. McKnight. Angus Gillis.

John McKeen, Jr. John Morison, Jr. John McKnight. James Mills.
Samuel Morison.
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occasions, but he excited the astonishment and admiration of all
present by being extremely brief, saying, “O Lord! we have so
much to thank Z7%ee for, and as time is short, we’ll postpone it
till eternity. Amen.” Mr. Morison was a rigid Presbyterian,
like all his race, and about 1760 became one of the elders of the
church in Windham.

In the town records he is alluded to as “Samuel Morison,
Gentleman”; also in many deeds. He was prominent in all the
affairs of the town, and much engaged in business of a public nature,
as appears from his papers and from many records. For that time
he was well educated, having received a fair education in Ireland
before his emigration to Londonderry. In the possession of the
writer is a file of papers which once were his (“Essex Gazette,”
Mass., for years 1774-75), of much interest and value. The old anti-
quated house, at the meeting of three roads, in which he lived
(and a portion of which he built), still stands. It is the Morison
Homestead, of Windham, N. H., and an engraving of it is given.
The end of the house nearest the barn, he built, not far from 1730,
and occupied it.* In it have been many scenes of “exuberant
mirth” and the deepest sadness. Inside its walls many have been
ushered into life, and the clock has ticked many ﬁves away.
Generations have gone with “all they loved,” with hopes ful-
filled or unfulfilled, and are almost forgotten; but the gambrel-
roofed house stands; and now, as in the “long, long ago,” the
opening glory of day salutes it. With an anecdote or two I
will bid it adieu.

The owner of the place at one time had a sheep not noted for
its genial and amiable qualities. In truth, its “ bump of combat-
iveness” seemed to be particularly prominent, so much so that
its “ butting ” propensity had acquired for it an unenviable
reputation. Under the tutelage 02 “the boys,” these natural
characteristics were not repressed, but ‘“became chronic.” He
was no respecter of persons, places, or conditions. He had no
eye for the “eternal fitness of things,” in the common and ac-
cepted meaning of the term. All rules of good taste and pro-
priety were violated on this occasion. It so happened one
unfortunate morning, while the family were in the midst of
their morning devotions, that the following incident occurred.

The chapter from Holy Writ had been read; the venerable
man was upon his bended knees in prayer. His elbow rested
upon a chair, and his head rested on his hand. lle was facing
the pantry door, and on a diagonal line from the outside door of
the Eouse, which was open. At this moment, the sheep we have
described was passing the outside door, when one of “the boys”
who sat near shook his hat at him. This was enough; he
accepted the wager of battle.

‘“ Not a moment stopped olr stayed he,”

* The persons in the engraving are: nearest the guidepost, L. A. Mor-
rison (No. 882); in the doorway, aunt Naomi Morrison (No. 80); Albert
A. Morrison (No. 228) ; and at the carriage, Patsey Mahoney.
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but in the twinkling of an eye through the door he came, for
the hat, but it was withdrawn, and the only object which greeted
his startled vision was the head of the house on his knees in the
manner described. Him he hit in such a manner, and with so
much vigor, that man and chair and sheep were mingled in a
confused mass upon the floor. Tradition does not tell us what
was said by the elder at this moment. What would be apt to be
said would depend largely upon the temperament, training, and
character of the individual.

With one more anecdote the record of ¢ Samuel Morison,
Gentleman,” is closed. It is uncertain whether this has to do
with him or his father James. He wished to keep his children
free from all “Irish” ways or expressions, and was particularly
guarded in his manner of training them. At one time, a person
present at his home exclaimed to one of the children, “ Gang
and get the spirtle ” * (pudding—stick), when the offender was
speedily rebuked for the “Irish” expression.

He married Martha Allison, daughter of Samuel Allison,t of
the Double Range, Londonderry. S%xe was born in Londonderry,
March 31, 1720, and was the first female child of European
extraction born in that town. She died Dec. 3, 1761. i

Lieut. Samuel Morison died Feb. 11, 1776, aged 72 years. In
the ancient burial-place at the head of Windham Range, over-
looking the clear, bright, sparkling waters of Cobbett’s Pond, he
and his wife Martha Allison rest side by side. The old head-
stones are covered with moss, and time with its effacing finger
has nearly obliterated the record upon them. On his headstone
is this inscription,—

“ Though I am buried in the dust,
I hope to rise among the just.”

A fac-simile of his autograph is given below : —

Qo Mg

* This is a Scotch expression, and is another illustration of the habit
of using the term *‘Irish” for that which is purely Scotch.

+ Samuel Allison was the emigrant, and his family was one of the first
sixteen families. He had four children: 1. Janet, m. Samuel Morison,
of Londonderry, N. H. (No. 2279). 2. Martha, m. Samuel Morison, of
Windham (No. 19). 8. Rebecca, m. Mr. Gyvas. 4. Samuel Allison,
Jr., a gifted man, and a fluent extempore speaker, lived in Londonderry.
His son Samuel, m. Mary Barr, and removed to Dunbarton, N. H., and had
eleven children; and his son John removed to Peterboro’, N. H.; and an-
other son James lived in Dunbarton, b. May 24, 1784 ; d. in Goffstown, N. H.,
Feb. 2, 1867. He m. Mary Holt, of Andover, Mass., Aug. 11, 1810, and
had thirteen children. He m., 2d, Mary Ireland, March 8, 1837, and had
two children: a daughter, Elizabeth-H., m. Rev. C. W. Wallace, of
Manchester, N. H.; a son, George-A., lives (1880) in Cambridge, Mass.
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They had a family of five
CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

20. John (25), b. May 18, 1743; d. Oct. 24, 1824.

21. Catharine (83), b. Sept. 20, 1745; d. May 5, 1815.
22. Samuel (40), b. Sept. 28, 1748; d. Jan. 2, 1816.
28. Robert (52), b. Feb. 6, 1758; d. April, 1808.

24. Martha (65), b. Nov. 17, 1761; d. Aug. 28, 1836.

,FOURTH GENERATION.

25. John* E:).O; (Lieut. Samuel®, James?, John'). He succeeded
his father on the farm, where he spent his life. He was fora while
in the army during the Revolution; was at Cambridge, Mass., at
the commencement of the struggle, and at White Plains and Fish-
kil, N.Y. Was town clerk for thirteen years. The records were
kept very neatly, and show him to have been a person of intelli-

nce and ability. He was selectman for three years. June 26,
ﬁSl he married Jennet Dinsmoor, daughter of William Dins.
moor, and sister of the elder Gov. Samuel Dinsmoor. She was
born March 8, 1756; died March 13, 1807, aged 51 years. He
died Oct. 24, 1824, aged 81 years.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

26. Samuel (71), b. Nov. 15, 1784; d. Feb. 1, 1831.

27. Willlam, b. Oct. 8, 1786; d. Jan. 23, 1812.

28. Hannah, b. Nov. 8, 1788; d. March 1, 1825.

29. Allison, b. Jan. 81, 1792; d. May 7, 1830.

30. Naomi, b. Oct. 12, 1794; res. (1880) in Windham, N. H. *‘‘ Aunt
Naomi.” Hers has been a quiet life, full of good deeds. Her
love for her kindred has been strong, and whatever of go6d her
hands have found to do, she has done. So, in the ‘¢ sunset of
life,” she still finds her home beneath the roof of the Morrison
Homestead, which sheltered her infancy.

31. Tennent, b. June 24, 1797; d. April 27, 1833.

32. Eliza (78), b. Nov. 24, 1799; res. (1880) in Windham, N. H.

83. Catharine* (Thom) [21] (Lieut. Samuel Morison®, James?,
John'). She married Benjamin Thom, of Windham, N, H, and
lived 1n the “ Range,” near the place now occupied by Mr. I W.
Dinsmoor. He served as selectman five years; was born in 1747 ;
died June 2, 1811, aged 64 years. She died May 5, 1815, aged
70 years.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

34. Samuel (83), b. Aug. 29, 1775; d. Nov. 22, 1865.

35. Willlam-Wear (86), b. Dec. 29, 1777; d. Dec. 16, 1870.

36. Isaac (94), b. Jan. 31, 1780; d. Jan. 29, 1882,

37. Benjamin, b. June 4, 1782; m. and lived in Charlestown, Mass. He
lost his wife and two children at nearly the same time. This
trouble preyed upon his mind, and he became discouraged, re-
linquished his business, and lived for a time with his brother
Isaac in Boston. Finally he started for the West, and was never
heard from afterwards.

38. Elizabeth (103), b. Feb. 20, 1785; d. Feb. 1838.

39. Martha, b. Sept. 24, 1787; m. Robert-Boyd Dinsmoor, of Windham,
where she lived after marriage. They d. while young.

7
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40. Samuel* [22] (Lieut. Samuel?, James? John'). He lived
upon and owned the farm which his father bought of Rev. James

cGregore, May 26, 1749, to whom it was laid out Oct. 24, 1728.
Samuel Morison received a deed of this farm from his father, Feb.
5, 1776. Aug. 29, 1777, he was with the company from London-
derry, under General Stark, which participated in the battle of
Bennington.

According to Horace Greeley, the speech of General Stark to
his men, just previous to the engagement, was substantially as
follows : “Boys! you see those Hessians. King George paid
£4. 7s. 6d. apiece for ’em. I reckon you are worth more. If not,
Molly Stark sleeps a widow to-night.” Morison came out of the
battle unharmed. In the midst of the en%a%ement-, he stepped
behind a small tree to load his gun, when a ball struck the tree in
the centre. His part of the spoils of war was a razor-case, picked
up upon the battlefield, and which had belonged to the departed
enemy. It is now in the possession of the writer. He possessed
a vigorous, practical mind, and was well educated, considering his
meagre opportunities. There are books in existence, in his hand-
writing, filled with his mathematical investigations, which would
do credit to a college graduate. He made considerable progress
in geometry and other branches. There was no poetry in his
nature. He was for many years an elder in the church. In the
town he served as moderator, clerk, and as selectman for seven

ears, and representative. For his first wife he married Sarah
ark, May 20, 1779, daughter of Robert Park, of Windham.
She was born Sept. 4, 17%7, and died Dec. 27, 1789. They had
six children. He then married Margaret ( Dinsmoor) Armor,
widow of John Armor,* and daughter of William Dinsmoor.t

* They had one child, Elizabeth Armor, who m. James Hazeltine, of
Windham, and removed to or near Tupper’s Plains, Ohio. Had ten chil-
dren, three of whom d. in infancy; the rest became men and women. 1st,
Eliza, b. March 24, 1808; d. 1848; single. 2d, Jane, b. June 8, 1800; m.
1829, Jeremiah-F. Brown; six children, all living. 8d, James, b. Aug.
7, 1812; d. —; two children. 4th, Levi, b. Oct. 1, 1815; d. 1850; single.
5th, Maria, b. May 7, 1819; living. 6th, Sarah-H., b. Sept. 5. 1821; m.
Joseph Guthrie; two sons. 7th, Phineas, b. May 22, 1828 ; ten children.
Mr. Hazeltine d. 1869, in his 90th year. She d. aged 75 years. Many of
their descendants live at Tupper’s Plains, Ohlo.

t She was daughter of William and Elizabeth (Cochran) Dinsmoor.
Her father, Willlam Dinsmoor, was b. in what {8 now Windham, May,
1731, and was the son of Robert, and grandson of ¢ Daddy,” or John,
Dinsmoor, the emigrant aund first settler. Her mother was the daughter
of John Cochran, the emigrant, and Janet McKeen (daughter of Justice
James and Janet (Cochran) McKeen, of Londonderry), who were the pro-
genitors of all the Cochrans of Windham, N. H. They lived where Wil-
lilam D. Cochran now lives. The children of William Dinsmoor were:
1st, Jennet, m. John Morison (see No. 25). 2d, Robert, known as the
* Rustic Bard,” lived in Windham. 3d, Margaret, the subject of this
sketch, who m. Samuel Morison (see No. 402. 4th, John, m. Isabel Hemp-
hill, and lived at J. W. Dinsmoor’s place in Windham. 5th, Samuel, m.
Mary Reid, daughter of General Reid, of Derry, N. H.; became governor
of the State of New Hampshlre, and res. in Kcene, N. H. His son Samuel
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They were married Aug. 31, 1792, and had five children. She
was born Oct. 14, 1759 ; died Sept. 18, 1837, aged 78 years. He
died January, 1816, aged 67 years.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

41. Martha, b. Feb. 14, 1780 ; m. Jesse Anderson, of Windham. The last
years of their lives they lived in the village. Hers was an active
and useful life. She d. in & good old age, Jan. 28, 1859, in her
79th year. Her husband survived her about one year.

42. Jane, b. Oct. 22, 1781 ; m. Joseph Thom, of Salem, N. H., where she
d. Aug. 24, 1810.

43. Samuel, b. March 21, 1783; d. April 27, 1827.

44. Robert (117), b. May 22, 1785; d. Nov. 8, 1860.

45. James (122), b. Nov. 17, 1786; d. Aug. 1, 1871.

46. Stephenr (138). b. July 26, 1788; lives (1880) at Chicago, Ill.

47. Margaret (140), b. Aug. 11, 1798; d. April 14, 1864.

48. Jeremiah (148), b. April 20, 1795; d. Nov. 24, 1862.

49. John' (153), b. June 19, 1796; d. Sept. 12, 1865.

50. Chrlstophe(,( 160), b. Feb. 10, 1798 ; d. Jan. 17, 1859.

51. Sarah (161), b. Oct. 7, 1800; d. June 7, 1883.

52. Robert* [23] (Lieut. Samuel®, James? John!). He lived
in Windham, N. H., on the place now occupied by his grandson,
Abel Dow. It originally belonged to James Morison; was
deeded to his son Thomas, and by him to Lieut. Samuel Morison,
Oct. 14, 1757, by whom it was deeded to Robert Morison, Feb.
5, 1776. This land was known in early history as Lot No. 8, 4th
Division.

He married Agnes Betton, Feb. 6,1783. They had five children.
She was born June 26, 1760; died July 1,1792. He married, 24,
Eunice Dow, April 19, 1794 ; she was born Oct. 20, 1770. They
had seven children. He died April, 1808. Mrs. Morison died
Feb. 7, 1854.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.
53. Elizabeth (¢ Betsey ”) (163), b. Dec. 12, 1783; d. Sept. 28, 1865.
54. Martha, b. April 24, 1785; d. Oct. 3, 1802.
55. Silas, b. March 4, 1787; d. April 7, 1814.
56. Samuel, b. July 1, 1789; d., aged 10 months.
57. Robert, b. June 5, 1791; d., aged 4 months.
58. Asa (172), b. Feb. 10, 1795; d. June 8, 1871.
59. Nancy (176), b. Aug. 17, 1796; d. Jan. 29, 1860.
60. Ira (185), b. July 18, 1798; d. March 10, 1870.
61. Mary (190), b. March 25, 1800; res. 1880, at Melrose, Mass.
62. Benjamin, b. July 22, 1802; d. March 31, 1815.
63. Leonard (196), b. May 5, 1804, d. April 26, 1875.
64. Alva (199), b. May 18, 1806; d. May 28, 1879.

65. * Martha* (Williams) [24] (Lieut. Samuel Morison?, James?,
John'). She married Rev. Gilbert-Tennent Williams (son of Rev.

was also governor of N. H. 6th, Mary, m. Joseph Park; lived in Wind-
ham, N. H., where John A. Park lives. 7th, William, m. Elizabeth Barnet,
and lived at the Olin Parker place in Windham, N. H. Their son, Hon.
James Dinsmoor, is a lawyer of extensive practice in Sterling, Ill. 8th,
Isaac, m. Hannah Little; lived on Hanscom place in Windham, N. H.;
removed to Chester, N. H., and subsequently to Ohio, where he d. 9th,
Elizabeth (see No. 83), m. Samuel Thom, and d. in Denmark, Iowa.
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Simon Williams, who for many years was pastor of the church
in Windham). He was located in Rowley, Mass., subsequently
in West Newbury, and died in Framingham, Mass. She %ied in
Newburyport, Mass., Aug. 28, 1836.

CHILDREN.

66. Simon-Tennent, b. May 20, 1790; lives in Boston.

67. Martha, b. July 29, 1792; d. in Boston, Mass., July 28, 1875; m.
Alfred-W. Plke. He was b. in 1791; d. in Boston in 1860. He
was a fine scholar, possessed a versatile mind, and was a teacher
of note in the last generation. They had four children: 1st,
Martha-L., res. in Brunswick, Me. 2d, Alfred-W.; a physician;
practised his profession in Lawrence, Mass., for several
{ears; d. Dec. 1859, aged 40 years; left one child, who, with

is widow, lives in Hanover, N. H. 8d, Samuel-J.; was a bril-
liant man; principal of the Oliver high school in Lawrence, and
composed some short poems of merit. His life was short, and
he died in Boston in 1861. 4th, Joseph-G.-W., deceased.

68. Samuel-Morrison, b. Nov. 24, 1797; lives in Lowell, Mass.

69. John-Adams, b. Oct. 17, 1799; d. Aug. 9, 1865, in Boston, Mass.

70. Constant-Floyd, b. Nov. 12, 1801; d. at Albany, N. Y., in 1832.

FIFTH GENERATION.

71. Samuel® [26] (John, Lieut. Samuel?, James? John!), was
absent from his home in Windham nearly ten years, and on the
death of his brother, succeeded him on the original homestead of
the Morrisons in Windham, where he lived the remainder of his
life. He was selectman for two years; married Betsey Dinsmoor,
daughter of James Dinsmoor. She was born Aug. 12, 1796;
died July 7, 1845. Mr. Morrison died Feb. 1, 1831, aged 46
years and 3 months.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

72. Catharine, b. Dec. 21, 1818; m. Sept. 27, 1847, Charles-L. Hazeltine,
Qf Windham. She d. July 4, 1848, leaving two children, both
of whom d. young. .

78. James-Dinsmoor (207), b. Nov. 22, 1820; d. Sept. 7, 1877.

74. Willlam-Allison (210), b. Sept. 3, 1822.

75. Hannah-Aurelia (222), b. Jan. 1, 1825.

76. Albert-Augustine (228), b. Sept. 14, 1827.

77. Martha, b. Feb. 1830; d. July 11, 1830.

78. Eliza® (Dinsmoor) [32] (John Morison*, Licut. Samuel®,
Jameg? John!). She was born in Windham, Nov. 24, 1799. In
early life she was a successful teacher. She married Oct. 4, 1827,
Theodore, son of James and Ruth (Betton) Dinsmoor, of Wind-
ham, and they lived upon the farm which for five generations has
been the home of the Dinsmoors. Deacon Dinsmoor was public-
spirited, and much resKected by his townsmen. Every enterprise
for the good of the church, religious society, town, or neighbor-
hood, found in him a generous supporter. Heserved as selectman
in 1841; represented his town in the legislature in 1842-43-48-54.
He was made an elder in the Presbyterian church in 1843, and
died Aug. 26, 1870. Mrs. Dinsmoor lives (1880) with her son in
Windham, and retains in a marked degree her mental vigor.



94] FIFTH GENERATION.—SAMUEL THOM. 91

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

79. Samuel-Morrison (229), b. May 31, 1831; res. at Yonkers, N. Y.

80. Edwin-Orville, b. Sept. 23, 1884. He succeeded his father on the
homestead; musician and farmer; has been organist of the
church for twenty-five years.

81. Martha-Amanda, b. Oct. 16, 1839 ; lived several years in New York.
She m. July 5, 1877, Horace Anderson, and they res. in Wind-
ham, N. H. He has been treasurer of the town, and was
representative in 1878.

82. Aurelia-Janette, b. May 10, 1844 ; lives in Windham.

83. Samuel Thom® |;34] (Catharine* (Thom), Lieut. Samuel
Morison?, James? Johnl). After his marriage, Mr. Thom lived
in Salem, Mass., seven years, and also for a time in the vicinity of
Portland, Me. In 1816 he removed to the then “far west,” Ohio,
where he lived with his family till 1840. The attractions of a
home farther west allured them, and in their advanced years they
again moved, this time to Denmark, Ia., where they resided the
remainder of their lives. Mr. Thom was a ship-builder by trade,
and also a successful farmer. He owned farms at different
times in five States, and travelled through thirteen States. He
was full of life and energy, possessed good judgment, and was a
man of probity and worth. He married in 1801 Elizabeth Dins-
moor, daughter of William Dinsmoor, and sister of the elder
Governor Dinsmoor. She was born in Windham, December, 1778.
She was strong and vigorous, and in her old age her natural force
was not abated. She died Jan. 17,1868, aged 90 years. He died
Nov. 22, 1865.

CHILDREN, BORN IN SALEM, MASS.

84. KEliza (281), b. June 2, 1802; d. Oct. 22, 1842. '
85. Catharine, d. young.

86. William-Ware Thom® [35] (Catharine* (Thom), Lieut.
Samuel Morison®, James? John!). r. Thom resided in Mount
Desert Island, Me.; was ship-builder and farmer; captain in the
militia in the war of 1812; had a fight with the British troops at
a place called Norwood’s Cove, and drove them off. He served
five terms in the legislature of Maine as representative, and was
prominent in his town. Sept. 10, 1807, he married Eliza Somes,
daughter of Abraham and Hannah Somes, of Mount Desert.
She was born Jan. 31, 1779; died May 27,1862. Mr. Thom died
Dec. 16, 1870.

CHILDREN.

87. Catharine-Morrison, b. July 8, 1809; d. Aug. 8, 1888.

88. Ann-Somes, b. May 9, 1811; d. April 7, 1812.

89. Ann-Somes, 2d (286), b. July 8, 1818.

90. Julia-Maria, b. Feb. 28, 1816; m. Thomas Mayo, Oct. 4, 1839; d.
Dec. 22, 1855.

91. Benjamin (247), b. April 9, 1819; res. Mt. Desert, Me.

92. Willlam-Ware, b. Dec. 9, 1824; d. Dec. 19, 1824.

98. Charlotte-8.-Loug (257), b. Aug. 1, 1826.

94. JIsaac Thom® [36] (Catharine' (Thom), Lieut. Samuel
Morison®, James?, John'). hen young, he went to Charlestown,
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Mass., and was employed in the United States navy yard. Re-
moved to Watertown, and was connected with Messrs. Bemis and
Fuller in a cotton factory during the war of 1812. After its close
he removed to South Boston, and was engaged in the glass busi-
ness; was connected with the city government as councilman.
April 16, 1809, he married Sophia Senter, of Windham ; she was
born Feb. 29, 1789; died March 3, 1849. He died in South
Boston, Jan. 29, 1832,

CHILDREN.

95. Eliza, b. March 3, 1810; m. Dec. 6, 1881, Franklin-F. Blood, who was
b. June 28, 1808. Mrs. Blood d. July 16, 1839. They had one
daughter, Clarinda, b. Sept. 29, 1832; m. D. E. Fifleld, of Jane-
ville City, Wis.

96. George-Senter (262), b. Dec. 24, 1811; res. Boston, Mass.

97. Mary-Plnkerton (266), b. Sept. 28, 1813; d. June 28, 1859.

98. Catharine-Morrison, b. Aug. 80, 1820; m. Lucius Greenslit, b. April
6, 1834; live in Hampton, Conn.; have one son, Edward, b.
April 18, 1848.

99. Winslow-Lewis, b. June, 1823; d. Dec. 21, 1824.

100. Isaac, b. Aug. 6, 1825; d. Aug. 4, 1830.

101. Sophia, b. Sept. 20, 1827; d. Oct. 7, 1828.

102. Artemas-S., b. Feb. 5, 1830; d. Jan. 5, 1832.

103. Elizabeth® (Hughes) [38] (Catharine* (Thom), Lieut.
Samuel Morison®, James?, John'!). She married John Hughes,
of Windham, N. H., in 1807. His father lived in Windham, but
was a native of Scotland. They were farmers, and lived in that
section of the town now known as the “Junction.” Mrs. Hughes
died February, 1838. Mr. Hughes was born August, 1781 ; mar-
ried, 2d, Rebecca Bradbury, %‘ebruary, 1840. %Ie died March,
1861.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

104. Olivia-Grey (270), b. June 20, 1808; d. July 4, 1852.

105. Willlam-Campbell (274), b. Jan. 12, 1810; d. Sept. 23, 1875.
108. Martha-Ann (275), b. Jan. 20, 1812.

107. { Benjamin-Harvey (279), b. Aug. 10, 1814.

108. | John-Milton, b. Aug. 10, 1814; d. 1881.

109. Hannah-Patterson (284), b. Aug. 11, 1816.

110. { Jacob-Nesmith, b. April 20, 1818; d. 1837.

111. | Catharine, b. April 20, 1818; d. In infancy.

112. Elizabeth-Thom (290), b. Nov. 8, 1821.

118. Sarah-Adelaide (295), b. March 8, 1824.

114. Samuel-Orlando (305), b. Oct. 28, 1826.

115. Isaac-Winslow (808), b. Dec. 5, 1829.

116. James-Barnet, b. Nov. 27, 1882; lives in Kalamazoo, Mich.

117. Robert® [44] (Samuel’, Lieut. Samuel?, James?, John?).
He spent several years in the vicinity of Portland, Me., and
Charlestown, Mass. Returned to Windham, purchased a farm
near the centre of the town, where he spent the remainder of his
life. He married Nancy McCleary, of Windham. “She was born
April 21, 1792; died in Lawrence, Mass., Oct. 14, 1876. He died
Nov. 8, 1860, in Windham, N. H.
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CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

118. Robert-Park (814), b. Dec. 27, 1828; res. Lawrence, Mass.

119. Samuel (817), b. April 22, 1830; clergyman.

120. Rufus-Anderson (318), b. March 10, 1834 ; res. Washington, D. C.

121. John (819), b. Oct. 22, 1837; m. Belvidere Dodge; res. Washing-
ton, D. C.

122. James® [45] (Samuel!, Lieut. Samuel’, James? John?).
After leaving his father’s house, he lived for a time in Salem and
Danvers, Mass. In 1807 he removed to Plymouth, N. H., and
bought a farm. 'Was successful in his calling, and was prominent
in town affairs. Held the oftice of selectman for several years in
succession ; was also an elder in the church. Late in life he sold
his farm, and moved into the village, where he spent the remain-
der of his life. Married; 1st, Miriam Bean, daughter of Nathan
Bean, of Candia, N. H. She had ten children. She died Sept. 6,
1845. He married, 2d, in 1850, Mrs. Betsey Brown, of Orford,
N. H. Deacon Morrison died Aug. 1, 1871.

CHILDREN, BORN IN PLYMOUTH, N. H.

128. Hannah (822), b. March 26, 1810.

124. Sarah (827), b. Nov. 4, 1812,

126. Miriam-Jane, b. Nov. 29, 1814; lives in Plymouth.
126. James-Otis, b. July 18, 1818; d. Oct. 28, 1824.

127. Martha-Anderson (881), b. Dec. 1819.

128. John-Jay, b. March 2, 1822; d. Nov. 6, 1840.

129. Maria.M. (386), b. Feb. 28, 1825.

130. Cyrena, b. May 14, 1827; d. Nov. 3, 1840.

131. { James (888), b. April 14, 1830.

1382. | Eliza-Ann, b. April 14, 1830; lives in Haverhill, Mass.

133. Stephen® [46] (Samuel, Lieut. Samuel®, James?, John?) ;
left home when eighteen years of age, and lived in Salem and
Danvers, Mass., for seven years. emoved to Concord, Vt.,
where he lived a year and a half; then moved to Barre, Vt., and
bought a farm. Was successful as a farmer, and lived on his
farm forty-three years. In 1866 he went to Chicago, where he
has resided most of the time since, living with his daughter. He
is a hale, hearty, venerable old man, and to use his own words,
“has never known what it was to have pain or sickness.” He is
in his ninety-second year. I will here relate an interesting and
rather remarkable incident in his life, and one that happens to
but few extremely old people. Mr. Morrison visited his early
home but a few times after his departure in his youth. In the
winter of 1877, Dea. Jonathan Cochran, of Melrose, Mass., a
companion of his boyish days, and a relative, visited Chicago,
and called to see his old friend, whom he had not seen since Mr.
Morrison’s first departure from Windham in 1807. Now they
met twelve hundred miles away from their early home; seventy
years had passed away; two and a half generations of men had
come into this busy world, had performed their parts, and were
slumbering in the peaceful bosom of mother earth. When they
separated, the “man of destiny” was in the midst of his dazzling
career, and the world was being torn as by a tornado.
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They separated as young men, with life before them; they
met a8 old men, with life’s labors nearly accomplished, and life
behind them. All can imagine the associations and memories
which must have come thronging in upon their souls, as their
hands clasped each other. Those aged men had passed through
the storms of life successfully; each was waiting the coming of
the silent messenger which should bear him forth into fairer
fields, into brighter sunlight.

In 1812, March 81, Mr. Morrison married Euridice Earle,
daughter of Oliver Earle. She was born in 1806; died Oct. 27,
1867.

CHILDREN.
134. Stephen-Augustus (849), b. May 18, 1815; res. Saugatuck, Mich.
185. Samuel (855), b. Sept. 28, 1818; res. Topeka, Kan.
186. Cyrus, b. June 29, 1820; d. April 4, 1821.
137. Miles (860), b. April 18, 1822; res. Barre, Vt.
188. { Martha (364), b. March 2, 1824; d. Sept. 22, 1847.
1389. | Myra (8653), b. March 2, 1824; res. in Chicago, Ill.

140. Margaret® (Park) [47] (Samuel Morison*, Lieut. Samuel?,
James? John!). She was a woman of superior endowments; re-
fined in manners, possessing a strong, keen intellect; with excellent
literary taste, high religious principles, and fine conversational
powers, she won the esteem and regard of all her acquaintances.
She possessed, in a marked degree, a love of the beautiful. Lovely
flowers, beautiful landscapes, works of art, and elegant language,
were a delight to her. Although an invalid many of the last
years of her life, she was fond of society. She married, Nov. 10,
1823, Andrew-Wear Park, a second cousin, who was born June
11, 1786, on the place laid out to John Morison in 1728, His first

ears after leaving home were spent in Boston, being concerned
1n the “Boston Repertory,” of which his brother, Dr. John Park,
was editor. Subscequently he went on East India voyages. Three
shipwrecks, of which one, in the Straits of Sunda, was total, dis-
couraged him, and he left the seas and settled in Belfast, Me.,
where he resided until his death, Sept. 4, 1867. Mrs. Park died
April 14, 1864.

CHILDREN, BORN IN BELFAST, ME.

141. Agnes, b. Dec. 22, 1824; d. Dec. 29, 1824.

142. Agnes 2d, b. Jan. 8, 1826; d. Nov. 23, 1832.

143. Margaret-Mary (870), b. Jan. 11, 1828; lives in Windham, N. H.
144. Robert-John, b. March 26, 1830; d. Nov. 26, 1832.

145. Martha-Jane, b. May 17, 1832; lives in Windham, N. H.

146. Louisa, b. Sept. 24, 1834; lives in Windham, N. H.

147. Horace (375), b. Feb. 20, 1837; res. Belfast, Me.

148. Jeremiah® [48] (Samuel, Lieut. Samuel®, James?, John').
Jeremiah Morrison was born in Windham, April 20, 1795. He
succeeded his father on the homestead. He was a person of good
judgment. In his personal bearing, he was courteous and genial,
though modest and unobtrusive. His convictions were always
positive, and he was firm in their maintenance, when a right prin-
ciple was involved. Subjects on which he was called upon to
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decide, he weighed with nice discrimination in the sensitively-

ised balances of his mind. He seldom erred in judgment, or
in his analysis of the character and motives of men. His was
not an impulsive nature; he was calm and collected, and arrived
at his conclusions slowly, and with deliberation. Combining
these qualities with a strict conscientiousness, it seldom became
necessary for him to change his opinions, as they were seldom
wrong. His opinions being once formed, he clung to them with
great tenacity. His was 8 nature that would cling to a good
cause even unto death. '

He was among the earliest to espouse the antislavery cause,
and at a time when it was not popular. For its success he
prayed and worked and voted to the end of his life. He lived
to behold the glimmering rays of the morning of that glorious
day which ushered in freedom for an enslaved race. He was for
many years a member of the Presbyterian church. «His religion
was not of the demonstrative order. It pervaded his life, regu-
lated his whole conduct in the least as well as the greatest matters,
and was intertwined with his whole being. The keen sorrows
of his life, and they were many, he bore without a murmurj; its
losses without a complaint.” ¥-Ie was an earnest worker in the
Sunday school,— of which he was superintendent for many
years,—in the religious socicty, and in the church.

In the town, at different times, he occupied all the prominent
positions; was a member of the constitutional convention in
1850, and represented the town in the legislatures of 1825-26,
1841, and 1852. He held a commission as justice of the peace
for many years. Jan. 27, 1836, he married, at Bradford, Mass.,
Eleanor-Reed, daughter of Joab* and Elizabetht (Reed) Kimball,
of Peacham, Vt. He died of heart disease, in Windham, Nov.
24, 1862.

* Joab Kimball was the son of Richard and Sarah (Harriman}) Kim-
ball, of Haverhill, and grandson of Benjamin and Priscilla (Hazen§ ) Kimball,
of Bradford, Mass. .

t+ John Read, the emigrant ancestor, removed from England in 1680, and
settled in Rehoboth, Mass. ; farmer. His son John! lived in Rehoboth, and
his son Samuel? lived in Mendon, and his son Samuel? lived in Uxbridge,
Mass. His son Danielt, of Uxbridge, m. Sarah Taft of that town. Their
son Thomas m. Martha Park,j| an intellectual and refined lady. They were
the parents of Elizabeth Reed, who m. Joab Kimball.

t Sarah Harriman was the daughter of Abner Harriman, of Plaistow,
N. H. Leonard Harriman, the emigrant ancestor, came from Yorkshire,
England, and settled in Rowley, Mass., in 1640. Among his descendants
is Gov. Walter Harriman, of Concord, N. H.

§ Edward Hazen, the emigrant ancestor, settled in Rowley, Mass., as
early as 1648. By his second wife he had eleven children. His son Rich-
ard m. Hannah (Andrews) Peabody, of Boxford, Mass., daughter of Robert
Andrews, the emigrant ancestor of the late Gov. John A. Andrew. Rich-
ard’s daughter, Priscilla, b. in Haverhill, Mass., Nov. 25, 1698, m. Benj.
Kimball, as stated.

i| The progenitor of this branch of the Park family was Edward Park!,
a merchant in London, Eng. His son Henry?, also a merchant there; his
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Below will be seen a good imitation of his handwriting, as
shown in his autograph:—

Mrs. Morrison was born Jan. 8, 1808. Her daughter, Mrs. M.-
Lizzie Park, of Belfast, Me., writes as follows: «It is difficult to
convey in words a faithful portraiture of her life and character, so
quiet, so gentle, so full of faith and good works. Fond of study
in her youth, she acquired a good education at the academies at
Montpelier, Vt., and Bradford, Mass., and was a successful teacher
for several years. She was untiring in her devotion as daughter,
wife, and mother; unmindful of self in her ministrations to
others; generous and charitable in an eminent degree, in thought
and word, in her estimate of others, and retiring and unassuming
in her own disposition. At the age of eighteen she became a
member of the Congregational (Orthodox) church, and honored
her profession by a life made beautiful by Christian graces. She
died of consumption, at Windham, Aug. 5, 1866, aged 58 years.”

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

149. Christopher-Merrill (379), b. Dec. 2, 1886; d. Dec. 22, 1857; aged
21 yrs. 20 days.

150. Margaret-Elizabeth (380), b. Dec. 25, 1838; m. Horace Park; res.
Belfast, Me.

151. Edward-Payson (381), b. Jan. 28, 1840; d. at Peacham, Vt., Aug.
5, 1858 ; aged 18 yrs. 6 mos. 7 days.

Infant son, b. Aug. 21, 1841; d. Sept. 19, 1841.
1562. Leonard-Allison (382), b. Feb. 21, 1843; res. Windham, N. H.

158. John® [49] (Samuel’, Lieut. Samuel®, James? John?).
Left home when young; lived in Charlestown and Salem, and
then settled in Danvers, where -he lived till 1846. Then he re-
moved to Lawrence, Mass., and for many years was in the employ
of the Bay State and Washington Mills. He married Mary-Ann
Nutting, of Danvers, May 24, 1826. He died in Lawrence, Mass.,
Sept. 12, 1865. Mrs. Morrison and his family still live in Law-
rence, Mass. '

CHILDREN.
154. Mary-Elizabeth, b. July 18, 1827; lives in Brooklyn, N. Y.
1565. Dennison-Wallis (383), b. March 8, 1830; res. in Brooklyn, N. Y.
156. Sarah-Marcla (884), b. March 26, 1834 ; res. in Lawrence, Mass.
157. Anna-Wallis, b. March 8, 1837; teacher in the public schools, Law-
rence, Mass.
188. Susan-Coffran, b. Nov. 14, 1889; teacher in the public schools,
Lawrence, Mass.
159. John-Henry, b. June 6, 1844; d. July 14, 1845.

son Richards, a resident of Mendon, Mass., whose son Thomas* also lived
there; his son Edward® lived in that town; and his son Nathan® lived in
Uxbridge, and his daughter Martha m. Thomas Reed, of Uxbridge, Mass.,
as stated.
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160. Christopher® [50] (Samuel’, Lieut. Samuel®, James?
John'). Lived several years in Plymouth, N. H. He then went
into trade at Salem, N. H., and prospered till the financial
crash of 1837, when his property was swept away. He was pos-
sessed of good abilities and was a natural orator. When roused,
his words were keen as a rapier’s point. Nature intended him
for a lawyer. His vigor of intellect, quickness in retort, readi-
ness to see the weak point of an opponent, combined with his
natural ability as a speaker, would, with proper training, have
enabled him to cope successfully in courts of justice. He arrived
at conclusions rapidly, and was not always a safe counsellor. He
represented the town of Salem in the legislature. Then removed
to Windham, and was often connected with town affairs. Was
moderator six years, treasurer two years, selectman four years,
and was justice of the peace many years. His health was not
firm, owing to a severe fever when young, by which his consti-
tution was shattered. He lived on the old homestead in Wind-
ham with his brother, where he died of pneumonia, Jan. 17, 1859.
He was a good citizen and an upright man.

161. Sarah® (Ward) [51] (gamuel Morison*, Lieut. Samuel?,
:Iames*, John’%i She married Dr. Milton Ward, who was born
in Plymouth, N. H., Sept. 8, 1808; graduated at Dartmouth Col-
lege at the age of seventeen ; practised medicine six years, part of
which was spent in Windham; then entered the Congregational,
and afterwards the Episcopal, ministry; preached in various places
in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, and was rector of St.
Stephen’s church at Detroit, Mich., where he died March 2, 1874.
He was a man of ability as a poetical and also as a prose writer,
and was once offered a professorship at Dartmouth C’:)llege.

Mrs. Ward was particularly distinguished for her personal
beauty, sweetness of disposition, and her intellectual gualities.
During her short married life, she was of great assistance
to her husband in his literary work. Her love of all thin
that delight the eye or gratify the mind, was largely developed,
and she enjoyed tge rippling music of poetry as well as the deli-
cate touches of the painter’s pencil, and there are many efforts
of hers in both still in existence, creditable to her refined taste.
She died June 7, 1838, leaving one daughter: —

162. Sarah-Jane-Morrison, b. May 12, 1833 ; gradunated at Normal School,

Salem, Mass.; taught in public schools in Lawrence several
years, and now lives there.

163. Elizabeth® (Dow) [53] (Robert Morison', Lieut. Samuel?,
James?, John'). She married Abel Dow, May 5, 1811. He was
a nail manufacturer. His health failing, he removed to Hookset,
N. H. Returned to Windham, bought the home of his wife’s
father in 1815, and became a farmer. He died in 1824, leaving
his wife with eight children. She was a strong-minded, energetic
woman, and managed her family successfully. She was familiarly
known by her acquaintances as “ Aunt Betty.” She lived to a
serene old age, and died Sept. 28, 1865, aged 82 years.
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CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

164. Alvah (889), b. Feb. 18, 1812; d. Nov. 7, 1877.

165. Robert-Morrison {895), b. Sept. 8, 1813; res. Omaha, Neb.
166. Nancy-Betton (406), b. March 30, 1815; d. April 18, 1875.
167. Lucinda (412), b. Oct. 22, 1816; res. Haverhill, Mass.

168. Betsey (414), b. June 26, 1818; d. Dec. 27, 1854.

169. Philena (416), b. Sept. 8, 1820; res. Morris, Ill.

170. Hannah, b. Dec. 27, 1822; d. Sept. 1842.

171. Abel (419), b. Dec. 12, 1824; res. Windham, N. H.

172. Asa® [58] (Robert!, Lieut. Samuel®, James?, John'). He
married Lydia Allen, of Salem, N. H., Feb. 18, 1820, who was
born in 1800. Lived in Hopkinton, and engaged largely in busi-
ness of shoe-manufacturer. He made considerable property, but
lost heavily by a financial crash, and only saved his farm from the
ruins. Removed to Pokagon, Mich. He never sought and never
would accept any public position. While in the West he was a
member of a Democratic county convention. A Mr. Jones had
received the nomination for some county position, when he arose
and thanked the convention for the honor conferred upon him.
Mr. Morrison was then nominated for State senator, when he
arose and said, “ Mr. Jones has thanked you for the honor; but I
do not. I want the convention to nominate some man for senator
who has either brains or gab. As for me, I will not have it any-
how.” 'He was a generous, large-hearted man, and respected by
his acquaintances. His wife died Jan. 28, 1828. He married,
2d, Nancy Scully, in 1838, and died June 3, 1871.

CHILDREN.
178. Martha-Ann (425), b. Aug. 12, 1821; res. Pokagon, Mich.
174. Nancy (427), b. Aug. 22, 1823; d. May 5, 1848.
175. Lydia-A. (429), b. gan. 21, 1828; res. Peoria, Ore.

176. Nancy® (g\IIerrill% [59] (Robert Morison*, Lieut. Samuel®,
James? John!). ancy Morrison was born Aug. 17, 1796, at the
family homestead in Windham; was married Feb. 14, 1817, to
Abraham-Dow Merrill, son of Maj. Joshua Merrill, of Salem, and
immediately removed to a farm in Salem, near the homestead
where Mr. Kferrill was born. Mrs. Merrill was a woman of great
personal attractions, combined with a superior intellect and firm-
ness of Christian character. To her influence may be traced the
ministerial career of her husband, who entered the Methodist
Episcopal church as an itinerant preacher some four years after
their marriage. For forty years she bore the burdens of a Meth-
odist minister’s wife with great humility. She was the light and
joy of her household, her husband’s happiness ; and her children
and her children’s children “rise up and call her blessed.” She
was an earnest student of the Bible, and so familiar with its con-
tents that a quotation from it brought instantly to her mind the
chapter and verse. In conversation she was clear and logical,
and at times maintained her convictions with great power and
brilliancy. She was a woman calculated to adorn the highest
positions in life.
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The youth of Rev. A. D. Merrill was spent upon the farm.
He possessed good musical abilities, and taught vocal music in
his early manhood. His fine voice and extensive culture proved
a potent power in his sacred calling. He was the author of the
mausic to which the beautiful words are attached, —

¢ Joyfully, joyfully, onward I move,
Bound for the land of bright spirits above,”

which has been sung by thousands, bringing to their souls the
sweetness of peace, sung by many who have “passed on” and be-
come “bright spirits above,” and by many of that great advancing
army whose feet have not yet reached the cold waters of the
dark river. Mr. Merrill, through the influence of his wife, and
under the power of a revival, was converted, and in less than a
year he began to preach with great acceptability. In 1822 he
was stationed in Landaff, N. H. His services were soon sought
by influential churches, and from 1829 till his death he found a
field of eminent usefulness in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and
Vermont. As a preacher, he was direct, simple, and plain in
method, powerful in expression, combined with an earnestness
and pathos which were powerful in influence on the hearts of his
hearers. Many in New England have recognized him as their
spiritual father. In all the relations of husband, parent, friend,
citizen, and pastor he acquitted himself well. He died in Boston,
leaving a widow by a second marriage. He was born March 7,
1796 ; died April 29, 1878. Nancy Morrison, his wife, died Jan.
29, 1860. In the beautiful cemetery in Cambridge they rest side
by side.

CHILDREN.
177. Martha (488), b. Salem, N. H., 1817; d. May 13, 1850.
178. John-M. (437), b. Salem, N. H., 1819.
179. Jacob-S. (447), b. Oct. 17, 1821.
180. Diantha-T., b. Oct. 2, 1824; d. in Barre, Vt., March 2, 1827.
181. William-B. (452), b. in Barre, Vt., Aug. 15, 1826.
182. Joshua (458), b. in Duxbury, Mass., 1828.

183. Abraham-H. (462), b. in Lynn, Mass., March 8, 1831.
184. Rufus-S. (465), b. in Lowell, Mass., July 5, 1838.

185. Ira® [60] (Robert!, Lieut. Samuel®, James?, John?). Set-
tled in Hopkinton, N. H.; soon after was swept along with the
tide of emigration east, and settled in Ripley, Me., where he lived
till 1845, when he moved to Braintree, Mass. Subsequently
bought a farm in Salem, N. H., where he resided till a year or two
before his death. Said one in writing of him, “ His life was his
best memorial. It was marked by uprightness, strong love for
his family and friends, warm hospitality for those who visited his
home, deep interest in the cause of religion, an humble hope in
our divine Lord, and a death whose sorrows never checked his
faith, and whose happy submission left to all who loved him the
confidence that when he was absent from the body, he was present
with the Lord.” He died in Braintree, Mass., March 10, 1870.
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His wife was Sophia Colby, of Hopkinton, N. H., born March 3,
1801, who now lives in Braintree.

CHILDREN.

186. Catharine-Colby (472), b. Hopkinton, N. H., Jan 10, 1825.
187. Benjamin-Lyman (475), b. Ripley. Me., March 28, 1828.
188. Nancie-Todd (478), b. Ripley, Me., Dec. 26, 1836.

189. Ira (479), b. Ripley, Me., April 22, 1842.

190. Mary® (Cochran) [61] (Robert Morison*, Lieut. Samuel®,
James?, John'). She married Jonathan Cochran, who is a native
of Windham, and great-grandson of Justice McKeen, so favora-
bly known in the early history of Londonderry. He lived on part
of the old family homestead in Windham ; took a prominent part
in town affairs, and was selectman and moderator several times.
In 1833, was made an elder in the church. In 1842 he sold his
farm and removed to Braintree, Mass., where he lived till 1846,
when he moved to North Malden (now Melrose), where he
resides with the pressure of eighty-nine years upon him. Mrs. C.
is eighty years of age, and retains the native vigor of her intel-
lect. In the serenity of a beautiful old age, they walk the pathway
of life together. Four years ago Mr. C. relinquished a position
in the Charlestown navy yard, which he had held for many years.

CHILDREN, BORN IN WINDHAM, N. H.

191. Silas-Morris (482), b. June 24, 1819; d. in Baltimore, Md.
192. Linus, b. Jan. 8, 1821; d. Aug. 25, 1843.

193. Nelson (485), b. Feb. 3, 1824; res. in Melrose, Mass.

194. Isaac-Augustus, b. Nov. 21, 1826; d. May 24, 1841.

195. Emily-Jane (489), b. Aug. 29, 1832; res. Chicago, Iil.

196. Leonard® [63] (Robert!, Lieut. Samuel’, James?, John').
He was born in Windham, N. H., May 5, 1804 ; married April 8,
1827, Elizabeth, daughter of Arthur Bennett, of South Middle-
borough, Mass. He died in Byfield, Mass., April 26, 1875, aged 72
years. Mrs. Morrison resides in Braintree, Mass. The followin,
account of his life, and tribute to his memory, is from the pen o%
the late Rev. Lorenzo D. Barrows, . ., of Plymouth, N. H.: —

¢« Mr. Morrison, when about thirty years of age, at Braintree,
Mass., became a Christian, and member of the Methodist Episco-
pal church; and to the close of his useful life, nobly maintained
that character. He resided and did a large business in Salem,
N. H., some ten or eleven years, when he removed to the city of
Lawrence, Mass. From here, after several years, he removed to
Byfield, Mass., and again entered into the business of manufac-
turing, in which he had already acquired a handsome property.
In all of these places where he resided he was regarded as a man
(f)f nllla,rked character, and his memory is ‘like ointment poured

orth.

“His business talents were first-class, and his habits prompt,
energetic, and honest. Great modesty and courtesy marked his
bearing towards all, with much tenderness and sympathy for his
intimate friends. His hand was stretched out in aid of every
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