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A

description was given of Ogden Island in New York State, in the
Lawrence R iver, opposite Morrisburg, Ontario, a beautiful place of
1,000 acres, where about 18 10 Judge David A. Ogden built a mansion,
and resided in patriarchal state, having 25 negro slaves, part of the
dowry of his wife, a North Carolina Lady. They were happy and contented, and though free to go and come to the Canada shore, none ever
deserted.
At the rear of this house and in the yard may be seen the
" negro quarters."
Some of these servants were voluntarily set free by
Judge Ogden. One of them, an intelligent, amiable man, was known as
" Old Uncle Kit " on both banks of the St. Lawrence.
He became a
clergyman of the African Episcopal Methodist Church, and pastor of the
old Leonard street and now Bleeker street colored church. New York
City, and passed among his colored brethren, till his death about 1880, as
St.
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Northern States of the Union and the other colonies which had already
adopted, or which were soon to adopt, similar measures. When the harsh
system of the Southern States drove many refugees to the Northern
States, and, owing to the feeling and laws of exclusion
went across the border they found in Canada a home.
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century they came as to a Goshen or land of refuge, until at the outbreak
of the late war between the North and South fully 30,000 had been
sheltered, and to a great extent educated and prepared, under our

municipal and benevolent institutions, for the proper exercise and enjoyment of the rights and duties of free men.

To the end of time Africa will bless Canada for the refuge and
given to her children in that period of their trouble and trial.
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