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Memories J

of
Early Walsh and Graburn

by
Margaret Fulton
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INTRODUCTION

This book is a collection of the memories of Margaret Fulton, who has lived her entire life in this area,
watching growth and change, seeing new arrivals and old ways disappear. Having grown up with the history of
this part of the country, it has given her a feeling of being part of the story as a neighbor.

The writing of the material started 1966 and created much interest and co-operation from residents of the
district, anxious to have their stories and history put into a book. Many people interviewed have passed on, but
their pioneering effort is still ours.

Mrs. Fulton was born south of Maple Creek in 1897. Schooling was in Maple Creek, Ontario and Moose
Jaw, finishing with a school teacher’s certificate. She taught at Hatton and Golden Prairie. Married in 1918, she
came-to the ranch at Walsh and has lived there for the past 61 years. Her youth had the harshness that
moulded determination to carry on into the pioneer era at the turn of this century. After the death of her father,
John Cumberland, in the Yukon gold rush, she moved with her family several times, as her mother looked for
better grass for the ranch and better schooling for the children. A complete burn-out of the ranch home plus
blizzards and drought surely left scars on her youth and gave her a great understanding of neighborliness.

Her contribution and participation in the community and her country’s welfare deserve another story. The
school, the church, entertainment as a singer, officer and worker in the Women’s Institute and many other
groups during war or peace were her pleasures; but more than this, she gave a wonderful home to her family.

I am sure her motto has been “There is still much to be done”.
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DEDICATION

Dedicated to the memory of the pioneers - the men and women who came into this county even
before the turn of the century - the early stockmen - the immigrants and the North West Mounted Police who
opened up this part of the country. They had vision to see its possibilities and the will and strength to challenge
it to provide a home and a livelyhood for themselves and their families. It is my hope that their descen-
dents will appreciate their effort and will in turn contribute their part in making and recording the history of this
country.

I would like to express appreciation and thanks to all who have contributed to the preparation of this book.

To Caroline Strong - Mrs. J. Boyd of Dundas, Ontario.

Ed Abbott who was one of the first white children born at Fort Walsh.

Jack McLaren who homesteaded north of Hatton and bought grain in that town in 1916-1919.
Roy Grant whose memories of early times and people add much interest.

To the many persons who wrote giving details of their families - and to all who co-operated so enthusias-
tically in supplying information, loaning pictures and giving their strong support.

To John Fulton, editor, for a tremendous job of assembling the printed material and pictures, and putting it
all together.

This story was commenced as a centennial project of the Walsh branch of Alberta Women’s Institutes. It is
a non profit venture. Any proceeds of sales, after all expenses have been paid, will go to the Walsh branch of
Alberta Women'’s Institutes.
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CYPRESS HILLS MASSACRE - 1873

The once wild west was being settled by men
moving north and west-due partly to hard times and
partly to the ever-present spirit of adventure in some
that drove them on. Many were a law unto themselves.
Some were “wolfers”-men who killed buffalo and poi-
soned their carcases to get wolves for their pelts which
brought a good price. Many were whiskey traders who
“traded” rot gut whiskey for hides and furs - a cup of
whiskey for a buffalo hide.

A band of these wolfers had their horses stolen
from their camp near Fort Benton in Montana. They
raised a posse of ten and started out in pursuit of the
Indians who they blamed. They trailed them north to
the Cypress Hills and camped near the forts of two tra-
ders - Abe Farwell and Moses Solomon. After consi-
derable drinking and carousing the posse was ready to
attack the camp of the Assiniboines nearby-though
Farewell assured them these Indians didn’t have their
horses. In the fighting that followed a number of
Indians were killed-the number varied from 36 to 200
depending in whose story you believe. The Canadians
blamed the wolfers and the Americans called them
frontiersmen who were only getting their own property
back. But the incident showed the need for a force to
maintain law and order and safeguard innocent people
-both Indians and whites. There was also danger of
such incidents leading to war between Canada and the
United States. In fact, U.S. papers protested when
news that 300 Mounted Rifles were being recruited in
Eastern Can. to be sent west. They called it an exped-
itionary force and said they should be refused permis-
sion to pass through U.S. territory. Sir John A.
Macdonald ordered the name changed to “Mounted
Police” and the force travelled overland in Canadian
territory. At one time American flags flew over serveral
of the whiskey traders forts in Canada.

After the Custer massacre in the United States,
when General George Custer and 226 cavalry men
were slaughtered by a large force of Sioux Indians at
the junction of the Big and Little Big Horn River in
Montana in 1876, the Sioux, Tetons and Nez Perce
came north into Canada and camped near Wood Mtn.
in the Cypress Hills. There were about four thousand.
They hoped to incite the Blackfoot tribes under Crow-
foot to join them in a plan to wipe out all the whites and
take over the country. Sitting Bull and his followers ar-
rived a few months later. But Crowfoot had found the
police trustworthy and appreciated what they had done
for the Indians in stopping the whiskey trade. “Bad men
and whiskey were ruining us”, he said and they refused
to join the Sioux. Inspector Walsh and two men rode
into the camp of 4000 Indians and told them that they
must obey the Queen'’s laws while they stayed in Can-

ada. They remained four years and many times tension
mounted to a peak but the reputation for justice and the
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courage shown by men and officers alike, won the da
for law and order. Since the buffalo had been killed, th
Indians were often at the point of starvation and som
times helped themselves to the rancher's cattle. Th
Sioux under Sitting Bull went back to the States and
surrendered in 1881.

The Farwell and Solomon posts have been r
stored and stocked with articles in use at that time.
There are axes, knives, nails, utensils of all sorts, fu
and blankets. There are guides and attendants to sup-
ply information and show visitors around, during the:
summer, both at these posts and at Fort Walsh. Many
tourists visit here and are entranced with the beauty of
the area as well as the historic interest. There is a
strange outcropping of stone on the top of the hill south
of these posts. So far no one has been able to account
for the unusual formation. A memorial Stone and pla-
que has been erected near the site of the massacre.

Isaac Cowie was a Hundson’s Bay trader who built
a post in Chimney Coulee at the eastern end of the
Cypress Hills in 1871. It was destroyed the next year
by the Blackfoot Indians. The coulee took its name
from the crumbling stone chimneys there on the site of
many cabins built by Metis hunters and other travellers
who visited the area in earlier times.

THE POLICE

The history of the organization of the North West
Mounted Police and the journey west is so well known
that it is not dealt with at great length here. However,
since a good deal of police work was carried on from
Fort Walsh and in this district there is a very strong tie
with them, and especially since the town of Walsh was
named in honor of Major Walsh who supervised the
construction of the fort in 1875 at a spot in Battle Creek
valley, on the trail leading from Ft. Benton in the U.S.A.
to Ft. Edmonton. This was the trail used by the freight-
ers who drove the bull teams that hauled supplies to
that northern post.

The district of Graburn was named for Const.
Graburn who was shot by an Indian near the spot now
indicated by a cairn erected to his memory.

The police carried on their work with the Indians
and among the settlers. They were stationed at out-
posts, after Ft. Walsh was abandoned and were often
the only contact these people had with the outside
world for periods of time and were welcome visitors.
They were called upon to help fight prairie fires, assist
accident victims and act in cases of death and even at
times, at a birth.

The North West Mounted Police force was formed
in 1873. It was established because the need for en-




forcement of law and order in the west was becoming
very evident. Trade with the Indians in furs, buffalo
hides and blankets was very profitable. The Hudson’s
Bay Company had dealt honestly with the Indians and
had given them good trade goods, but unscrupulous
fraders from the south swarmed in, when restrictions
were placed upon them over there. They introduced
the Indian to “fire water”-their rot-gut whiskey-a revolt-
ing concoction of a little whiskey mixed with water,
ground-up tobacco, ginger, molasses and pepper,
and even red ink for coloring. It had a devastating ef-
fect on the Indians. They traded, a cup of fire-water for
2 buffalo pelt or a beaver skin. The trade goods were
shoddy, guns were old or useless. There were trading
Posts called Whoop Up, Standoff, Slide out, and the
Stars and Stripes was flown over them. The Indians
| 800N began to realize they were being cheated. Fights
@nd brawls resulted in many deaths among both In-
U@l’ans and white men. The traders accused the Indians
¥ stealing their horses. In 1873 whiskey traders from
Ontana came looking for horses which they said
JRdians had stolen. They attacked an encampment of
i‘iniboins on Battle Creek near the Trading post of
#be Farwell and massacred the entire tribe. This was
e culmination of many reports of lawlessness to
i®ach the Dominion Government in the east, and ac-
liBn was taken. Sir John A. MacDonald, the Prime Min-
8ler, authorized the formation of a force of 300 men to
B2 sent west to enforce law and order, to suppress the
liguor traffic and to bring some measure of control over
Indians. It was directed by Commissioner George
Mench, J.M. Macleod, Assistant Commissioner and
#Spector J.M. Walsh led “D” division.

In July, 1874 the force set out from Lower Fort
(Winnipeg) - 300 men enlisted for a term of three
{8ars - wages one dollar a day - and assured of a land
lant of one hundred and sixty acres, when discharged
iom the force.

The cavalcade consisted of 114 Red River carts,
Tz wagons, 142 oxen, 93 head of cattle, machinery,
Emping equipment, and two field guns. Each mounted
"oop of fifty rode horses of a different color-bay, black,
I'ey, chestnut. The men wore heavy serge riding
I'eeches and scarlet tunics. The “pill-box” hats gave
B protection from the sun and wind. They had had no
fperience of long distance travel. The stock became
Oi-sore and suffered from lack of forage-many had to
left behind. The guides were not able
inavigate in this new land and much time was lost but
i they struggled on to a point north of the Sweet
ass Hills. There Commissioner French and Inspec-
It Macleod decided to go south to Fort Benton in the
iited States to obtain supplies and horses, leaving
& force to rest. While in Benton, Macleod had the
bod fortune to obtain Jerry Potts to act as guide and
lerpreter. He remained with the force for twenty-two

years, and proved a valuable assistant. He led them
unerringly to Fort Whoop Up which they found deser-
ted, and took them on to a bend in the Old Man river
where they built Fort Macleod. Here they had timber for
building and fuel, shelter, pasture for the stock, fish in
the river and buffalo, and other animals and birds for
food. For over a year this courageous group survived
and carried out their duties despite the fact that during
that time they received neither mail nor pay. The In-
dians under chief Crowfoot came to trust Co. Macleod
and the men under him and this mutual understanding
did much to prevent strife and bloodshed such as oc-
cured in the States, because the white man was en-
croaching on the territory that the Indian had always
consider his. Jerry Potts also acted as “go between” to
help the Indian and the white man understand and re-
spect each other.

JERRY POTTS

During the march west in 1874 Col. Macleod and
Commissioner French were experienceing many hard-
ships and difficulties. They rode south to Ft. Benton in
Montana for help and supplies. There a trader advised
them to hire Jerry Potts as a guide. He was engaged at
$90.00 a month and for the next twenty-two years ser-
ved the police as guide, interpreter and advisor. He
had an uncanny sense of direction and nothing es-
caped his notice. He knew where the good camping
and watering places were and he knew the Indians. He
could speak and understand their many dialects and
had great influence with the Blackfoot tribe.

He was born about 1840 probably on the Missouri
river at Ft. MacKenzie. His Scottish father, Andrew
Potts was a clerk with the American Fur Co. there who
had married a woman of the Blood Indian Tribe. Potts
was killed while Jerry was quite young and he was
adopted by one, Alexander Harvey, a cruel and vicious
man who had to escape for his life after several killings.
Young Potts was abandoned and Andrew Dawson
adopted him and taught him English and about the fur
trade. He also picked up Indian dialects and the ways
of both the Indian and the white man. By the time he
was in his teens he was on his own. He spent his time
between the American Fur Co. and the Indian camps of
his mother’s people. As he grew older he fought with
them against their enemies in many skirmishes and
battles. His first wife, Mary, was a Crow woman. They
had one son. After this Potts went north into Canada
and Mary went back to her own people. He worked in
Canada and northern Montana as a hunter. At Ft.
Whoop-Up and Spitzee post he worked for the whiskey
traders. He returned to Montana and was employed by
the 1.G. Baker Co. where the police first met him. Many
stories are told of his experiences while with the force.
There were times when he led patrols through bliz-
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zards when they had no idea where they were or which
way they were going. He was a man of few words but
went ahead with an assurance that the police soon
learned they could rely on. His interpretations were
usually boiled down to a few words, often interspersed
with cuss words. On one occasion a party of starving
Indians came to Col. Macleod-The leader told a long
story, with many gestures. Potts interpreted it as “They
want grub.” Sometimes his English translation was al-
most as hard to understand as the Indian dialect.

He led Major Walsh’s party back to the Cypress
Hills to establish Ft. Walsh. He set up his tipis with his
two wives and some of his friends in a small camp
nearby. At one time thirty of their horses were stolen.
Instead of going after the thieves, on his own, as he
would once have done, he asked Col. Macleod for a
letter to the commander of the U.S. Cavalry at Ft. Bel-
knap who escorted him to the Indian camp where the
horses had been located. Potts gathered up his horses
and triumphantly took them home. The police respect-
ed and trusted his ability and stubborn endurance.

He died July, 1896 and was buried in a small Ro-
man Catholic Cemetery on the east side of Ft.
Macleod. On his headstone is inscribed the word
“Interpreter”.

Mr. Hugh Dempsey of the Glenbow Foundation in
Calgary has written and published a most interesting
story of Jerry Potts life. It could well be made intoa T.V.
documentary, for he tells it as it was.

GABRIEL LAVEILLE

Gabriel Laveille’s grandfather was a French sold-
ier in Napoleon’s army. He came to Canada-then New
France and finally arrived at Fort Garry-then the head
quarters of the fur trade. He married Julia Mackenzie
who was a descendent of Sir Alexander Mackenzie,
the renowned explorer for whom the Mackenzie river
was named. He and his family were traders and had a
fleet of canoes and boats as well as many Red River
carts to transport furs and trade goods. Two of his sons
were Pierre and Louis who became guides and scouts
for the police when they made their journey west. They
were active with the police when the family settled near
Fort Walsh.

Louis’ son Gabe married Nancy Gunn whose
grandfather was a Scottish minister who had come out
with the Selkirk settlers and married a Metis girl. Two of
these Gunn descendants lived in the Walsh district at
one time. Patrick worked with the crew that surveyed
the Fourth Meridian between Saskatchewan and
Alberta, just east of Walsh.

Gabe lived out his life in a log house in the
Cypress Hills and finally moved to Maple Creek where
he died in 1959 at the age of 93. He and his son, Louis
built an exact replica of a Red River cart and presented
it to the Maple Creek museum for their Jubilee year in
1955.
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THE POLICE

A number of the force took their discharge ang
filed on places in the Cypress Hills country and arounc
Medicine Hat. J.F. Sanderson was born at Athabask
Landing. He was married to a sister of the MacKayi
who were located near the site where Ft. Walsh was
built. He came to Medicine Hat after Ft. Walsh was
abandoned and still acted as interpreter and liasor
man for the police. He had a ranch near the Drowning
Ford and raised horses and some race horse.

Major J.H.G. Bray enlisted in the east and came
west with the first contingent to Ft. Macleod. He wai‘
sent in 1875 to establish a fort in the Cypress Hills un
der the command of Major Walsh. Fort Walsh becam
the center of police work in this area until the C.P.
was completed through here and the post was move
to Maple Creek. Bray was sheriff at the time of Co
stable Graburn’s murder. He was Inspector for som
years. His family made their homes in and aroung
Medicine Hat. Two sons Reg and Harry were outstand:
ing cowboys in their time. Robert McCutcheon joined
the force in 1875. He had the first sawmill in Sask. ne
Ft. Walsh. He settled on a place on the Sask. Riverju%
north of the present site of Finlay bridge in Medicin
Hat, He and J. Hawk did threshing for the settlers.

Captain Parker also enlisted in the east and cami
west with the first force. He travelled all over the coun:
try from Ft. Walsh to Battleford and one time made
trip five hundred miles north in winter with a dog tea
On one of his trips he shot a buffalo bull in the Re
Deer river country.

Among the guides and interpreters who work
with the police, the most famous was of course, Jer
Potts. Others included Pierre and Louis Lavalle. Pier
guided the troops from Ft. Dufferin south of Winnipe
to the Cypress Hills. Near Old Wives Lake they m
Pierre’s brother Louis, and his son Gabriel (Gabe) wh
were going east to Ft. Garry. A trade was made a
Louis took over as guide. The police horses were tir
and thin-their tails had been bobbed short as old-cou
try cavalry horses were, and gave no protection fro
flies. The police uniforms were heavy and unsuitab
for that sort of travel-the “pill-box” hats gave no sha
from the sun. Wind and sun had burned their ski
raw. The hardship that these young men endured
that trip is hard to believe and yet they persevere
Even after the posts were established, living conditio
were primitive and very different from the life they kn
in the east.

Michael Quesnelle was another Scout and Fr
St. Dennis who later had a place near the junction
the Big and Little Box Elder Creeks. Art Gardipey t
of seeing the whole flat under water and buffalo swi
ming across a lake between Stony Creek and Irvin



Non Commissioned Officers N.W.M.P. Fort
Walsh. 1878.

ort Walsh, Cypress Hills.
878.

Memorial Cairn at police cemetary 1936.

In Memory of M.N. Graburn. N.W.M.P. killed by Indians near Fort
Walsh. Died Nov. 7, 1879. Aged 19 years.
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