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THE NOVA SCOTIA QUESTION, &c.

“ Pessovere for tho furtlicranco of this Kovar Wouax—the plu
thit §¢ oy by brovght 1o o full perfection.”—King James 1s
Conicit of Scotlund, from fls death-bidd, 23 Miareh, 1625,

lon of Nova Scuthe—
wation to the Lriry

Tue Nova ScoTiA QuesTiox has now been in progress for ten years.
Tt was raised by proccedings adopted at a Generul Meeting of the Ba-
RONETS of ScOTLAND and Nova Scoria, held at Edinburgh on the 21st
of October, 183G. It contemplates the revival of the torritorial rights and
objects of the Ovder in British North America; and is the most im-
portant oue, both for the Mother Country and the Colonies concerned,
which has arisen since tho period of the Union.

The Royal Provinco of Nova Scorta, or New ScoTLAND, comprebends,
all British North America now lying south of the river St. Lawrence, viz.
Nova Seotia, New Brunswick, énspe, Prince Edward Island, Capo Bre-
ton, &c. These magnificent possessions, amnounting in the whole to up-
wards of 70,580 square miles, more tnan twice the extent of Scotland,
wera annexed by :}nmes L in 1624 to the KiNGpOM of ScoTLAND, and
form an integral part and portion of it. The charters incorporating the
two countries were twice ratified by Acts of the Scottish Parliament; and
they are rendered indofeasible by the Ireaty of Union between England
and Scotland, in 1707.  The reason for thus uniting Scotland and Nova
Scotia, is stated in a letter addressed by Charles L. to the Baronets, on the
16th of Angust, 1632, viz. It emanated from Our Jate dear Father’s royal
care for the IoNour AND WEAL OF HIS ANCIENT KINoDoas, that the
use of the dominion of New Scotland might arise to the benefit of that
Kingdom.” In the preamble to the grants of King James L it is dis-
tinctly set forth, that they were made for the purpose of promoting “TiE
OPULENCE, PROSPERITY, AKD PEACE” of the Mother Country and the
Colony.  That Monarch farther speaks of the plantation of Nova Scotia,
in his letters to the Privy Council of Scotland, as “a noble purpose, where-
by both the BARONETS IN PARTICULAR, and the wiroLE NAYION OENER-
ALLY, would have honour and profit.”  And as “a great work both for
the good of the KINODOS IN OENERAL, and for the PARTICULAR INTEREST
of cvery Baronct.”

The Order of Baronets of Scotland is not a nere honorary institution,
but an Hereditary Estate having powers and funetions greater even than
those possessed by the Pecrage; and the revival of tho territorial rights
and soeial objects of the Baronetage, is not only a BARONETS' QUESTION—
a question concerning the family rights and prerogatives of one hundred
and fifty noble individuals—but it is a ScoTTisn QUESTION, which concerns
the hearth-seats and domestic interests of every subject of the Scottish
Crown, wheresoever domieiled,

The territerial rights in Nova Scotia vested in the Baronetage by
Crown Charters and Acts of Parliament, extend, in all, to 2,400,000
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acres, being 10,000 acres for each membher.  Ono hundred and cleven
of these grants were actually assigned to the fi-st-ereated Daroncts—
cach being not only defined gy methes and bounds, but likewise erccted
into o Free Burony and Regality. The other thirty-nino grants were not
given, beenuse of the intervention of the Civil Wars, But it is o compnet
Detween the Crown and the Stato in Scotland, that no Iaronet should
ever ba created in Scotlund except for tho express purposo of promoting
the plantation of New Scotland; and that each shull havo the stipulnted
territorinl qualificntion of 16,000 acres, the xamo to be held of tho Scottish
Crown as o Free Barony and Regality, Kurther, ench Baronet on his
creation puid a quota of 3000 merks—no smull sun two centurics ago—
to the national treasury, in considerntion of his admission into the Order,
And tho Patent of every Baronet created down to tho Union, gives to him
and his heirs male, every right, property, immunity, liberty, and proroga-
tive whatsoever, that is'or may be enjoyed by the senior Baronets, under
h law, constitution, or ordinunco ituti he 13
And theso rights are not_territorial ulone, but politicul likewise, The
onetage of Scotlw is in fet the Pecrage of New Seotland. Fvery
Baronet, in virtue of his Barony and Regality, enjoys hereditary seat and
vuiee in all the Legislativo Assemblies of the I'rovince. The sciguorial
privileges possessed by each Baronet within bis 16,000 acres—a territory
sufficiently large to make several parishes—are such as tho words a Barony
and Regality implicd under tha feuddl system. The rights, thercfore, of
the Body, taken collectively,are such as no Order of nobility ever enjoyed,
in any kingdom or nation, from tho heginning of tho world downwirds.

Nor docs the revival of theso 1ights hinge upon matter of opinion, upon
what the Qovernment may think of tho subject on the onc hand, or what
the public, or individuals, may think of it on the other. Their revival is
grounded 0 LA, and can, further, bo advocated upon cvory % ciple of
Justice, of truth, of propricty, of humanity, of policy. The Kings who
conferred them lay it down in their charters * that no lupsc of time, non-
user, preseription, ner any adverse cireumstance whatsover, shall bar the
fonctions und hereditaments which they bestew.”  And why? Beeauso
the peaceable excreise of the same by tho Order, is, in every age and gene-
ration, to be held as “a purpaso highly concerning the Sovercign’s honour
and the good and credit of this anciont Kingdom.” There is no an, then,
true to the interests of the Scottish A‘Iﬂ“ﬂrﬂhx*l]lffﬂ is 0o liege-subject
of the Scottish Realm, faithful to th birthrig] f his rac vh
can feel indifferent or hostile to the question of thoir restitution. The
Baronet, in especial, who shal) turn his buck on this eause, under the pre-
sent cxigent and calamitous posturo of affairs, must be regarded by the
universal British public, as lost to every high and just pereeption of his
duty to his Order, his Family, and bis Country.

Neither is the revival of the righte and prerogatives of the Baroncts (o
be regarded only in a politieal aspeot.  Consider the fnmense patronage
which'they would place at the disposal of the Baronets. At the present
moment, the difiieulty of finding openings for tho junior members of good
farnilies is found insuperable. It is an error to suppose that the syste-
matic plantation of 2} million acves of land, would open a door of re-
lief only for the unemployed and distressed among the lower orders. T
elevata’indecd the lowest platform of humanity—the platform of humble
Tife—is the best ohjeet this side of death, to which either patriot or phil-
anthropist can consecrate their lahours.  But let it not be gorgol that Sir
Robert Pecl, four years ago, stated in his place in Parliament the melan-
choly fact, that since his then recent accession to ofiice he had received
no less than 23,000 applications from distressed gentlemen in need of
situations.  Can those men of quality, cducation, and honour, who have
their bread to earn, or the junior branches of the Scottish Aristocraey,
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find any nobler or more useful oceupation than that of laying in Nova
Scotia tho foundutions of n great wonarchicul nation?—of presiding over
clannish or family settlements, laid in the Jimmanities of virtue, wisdom,
integrity, and patriotism—ascttlements which shall stand as a memorial
to tho latest nges of tho enterprise, religion, and learning of OLD Scoria
in her best and most glorious days?

And what iinperative necessity cxists also for rapidly seitling New Scot-
Iand on such principles as these, co-terminous as that noble Coloy lies to
a revolted State, which is pledged to the promotion in general of repub-
lican idens throughout the world, but to tho extirpation in pu'ticuhn' of
every power or institute of royul origin on tho American continent! Nova
Scotin is tho key by which Great Brituin ean open or shut tho commereo
of the Gulf of St Lawrence on tho one hang, und that of tho Bay of

“undy on tho other. What an heirdom is it then for the Families of " the
Seottish Baronetuge, that they should plant the Staudard of the Order
on the nascent towers and citad [)ml Yrovinee, which must ever be
the Anrx 1 Dostrcitiust of British power aud enterprise in the Western

lemispherel

Noris there any difficulty in dealing with the claims of tle Baronets
on the grovnd of their maguitude. Of the 111 grants mado by King
Charles 1. but an inconsideralle number out of the whole are loeated;
but bad they all been settled, there still exista in New Brunswi
12,271,031 aeres of kund vacant and at the disposal of the local Govern-
ment.  Less than one-fourth of this will suffico to quict the claims of the
Order. Nor is thero any disposition on the part of the Licutenant-Gover-
uor of Ne v Brunswiel, or his Legislative Council, to oppose the wishes
of tho Buronets.  On the contrary, they and the whole iullmbiu\nls of the
Provinec, are scnsible of the vast advantages, moral, socinl, political, and
commercial, which would accrue to Now Brunswick by placing a portion
of its soil in the hands of so powerful and wealthy a branch of the ancient
nobility of their Fatherlund.

Whilst in New Scotland, taken collectively, there are upwards of
20,000,000 acres of soit eapable of prodneing all species of graii, cqual in
(uality to any raised in the Lothians, it is caleulated that our ycarly
monied banking power in Scotland is not less than Forry AliLions, and
that our distressed redundant populution amounts to 250,000 souls. Ilere
then are the elements for u golden Rule of Thres, by which to rectify
the main evils in the Homo Condition Question. Aund now is the time
for a CrUSADE oF Prack in the Western World, and congregating under
the Banners of the Baronets, all in the United Kingdom who consider

S ic Imigration and Colonization’ is the only effectual outlet

<

hat Systematic T [
for the national distress.

Threo circumstances conspire to make the present moment more than
ordinarily propitious for a revival of the rights and objeets of the Scottish
Baronetige. ~ First, the formation of the projected Railway from 1lulifus
to Quebec; second, the action which the recent Free-Trade Measure will
have on tho British North American Colonies; and third, the recurrence
within the course of ten years, of a second Famine Visitation in the 1ligh-
lunds and Western Isles of Seotland.

I. The magnificent project of connecting the citics of Halifax and
Quebec by n line of railway communication, was set on foot in June 1846,
by Mur. Bridges, the Hon. Sir Ricbard Broun, Bart. Mr. Valentine, and
others; and between that date and the present timo the undertaking has
Leen so far advanced as is implied,—1st, by the Lieutenant-Governors of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and the Governor-General of Canada,
having severally promised, in reply to the memorialy of the Projectors, to
do everything in their power 10 forward their views; 2d, by the forma-
tion at Halifax, St. John, and Quebee, of Cummittees of correspondonce
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and co-operation, comprising about 200 of their most influential inhabi-
tants; 3d, by tho provincial Legislativo Assemblics having cach unani-
mously passed : 2solutions in favour of the Railwity; 4th, by the collection
of 1nuch important statistical information on tho subject, showing both its
practicability, and that it will prove a lucrative investment for enpital;
and finally, by the Homo Govermment having divected n survey of the lino
to bo made, which is now going on. Ear] Grey, since liis nceession tu
offico, has communicated to tho Promoters  that 1ler Majesty's Ministers
will be anxious to givo the Railway all tho support in their powers” nnd
it is farther understood they will ald tho Company now forniing to co.-
struet it, by giving £1,000,000 sterling in moncy, and three million acres
of land. “he line will open up 300 wiles of vacant territory in New
Brunswick for settlenent. It will biud into one tho three British North
American Provinces,—unite the capitals of Canada and Scotland by « ten
days’ intereourse,—consolidate British power in our transatluntic empire,
~—givea vast inpulse to systematic Colonization.—nnd solve many of those
problems connected with population, which form the main difficulty of the
age in which we live.

1. The operation of the recent Free-Trade Measure, by destroying thut
which forms the principle of Colonics, viz. protection, must nacessarily
hasteu the time when Old Scotland und New Scotland will have to be con-
sidered n$ ONE INTEORAL STATE, with only a broader stream between them
than that which divides tho Lothinns and Fife. When that day comes, and
every effort must bo mado to accclerato its arrival, Emigration will loso
the hated characteristies of expatriation, and our North American Colonics
ceaso to bo mere receptacles for the poverty, the ignorance, the idlencss,
and the vico of the mother country. New Brunswick, with u total arca of
18,907,360 acres of as fertilo soil as any in the globe, has hitherto been so
colonised that in 44 years her population has inereased only from 27,000
souls to mmcnhing less than 200,000; this, too, whilst during the last 10
years 856,392 Dritish emigrants have crossed tho Adlantie, most of then
to find domiciles under a Jepublican flag! This system must be changed,
and society diffused over the ¥ace OF ScorLAND in both hemispheres.

ow Brunswick, in especial, must be mudo the granary of Great Britaiu,
and a market for our surplus manufucturing produce. “The United States
now raise yenrly agricultural produce to the value of £130,000,000 ster-
ling. Can Manchoster, Glasgow, and our other power-loom cities stand
iu competition with a nation growing its own cotton, und corn besides of
the annual valuo of 130 millions? No, we must balance consumption
and production by raising the standurd of our poorer fellow-creatures.
And the noblest snd most enduring market thut British manufacturers
and traders will ever find, within the compnss of the globe, will ho that

ich Free-Trade will compel us to ereate m our North Awerican domin-
ions, hy peopling them withy our own redundant flesh and blood, in such
a way—such a well regulated systematie way—ns humanity, patriotism,
and Christianity enjoin.

Y. The recurrence within ten yenrs of a seeond Famine Visitation in
ighlands and Isles of Scotland, cannot hut lead to u mational con-
n, for the purpose of maling tho New World the theatro of a
mighty practical operation for the general and permaneat remedy of those
ovils in population which affict the Old. The appalling state of destitu-
tion to which 180,000 of our fellow-subjects in the North were reduced
in 1837, led to a begging cxpedition into England—to the formation
of a multitude of relief board: the i of a Ci i
of the Houso of Commons for inquiry—and Lo the adoption, by public
meetings, of various resolutions, memorials, and appeals.  But only ono

Siv Richard Broun—was found in Scotland, who devised the sure
and efficacious remedy of an o

vised Association, fur the carrying out in
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Nova Seotin objeets similnr to those for which the Baronetago was erceted,
more than 200 years ngo, Ilis inanifuld lnbours in this causo, trows 1836
to 1842, were, however, in the autumn of tho latter year, renderced mi-
gatory; and un institution which united tho wenlth, influcnce, and intel-
ligence of fifteen Decrs, thirty-cight Baranets, the Lord I'ravosis of Ed-
inburgh and Glasgow, and soveral other eminent individunls, was des-
treyed, whilst yet 'in_an incipicat state, by misconduct on the part of
Lovd Stanjey, then Coloniul Minister, Sir John Dirie, Lord Muyar of
London, and” athevs.  Since then, we have hnd three visitations: I're -
Trapr Devvsion, seattering seeds which, if left untended, will shortly
apring up in worse forms than “arined bands;”"—RAILWAY MARIA, smit-
ing the inordinato lust that actuntcs tho money-mongering clusses;—
and Cony-Law ILkPEAL, breaking in upon the apathy that congeals
“ho Lended Aristocrncy. 1f we_are to lay theso startling lessons aright
to henrt, wo will seo that Irevidenco is shutting us up to that coursc
by which wo shall substitute the conquests of Peace for the trophics of
War, by adding new regions, not to tho blood.stained car of somo sclfish
despot, but to the hearti-seats and the uses of tho Dritish Family. Wo
have masses of starving compatriots in different districts of Scotiand, Eng-
iand, and Irecland, far outnumbering the three armies at Walerloo; ond
now is the timo for another sort of rivalry than the battles of the senato
or the field, In Ircland, £8,000,000 of money, and 130 work-houscs,
is the penalty superndded to tho Ifamiue and the Pestilence which thero de-
vastates the peoplo, Shall we, in Scotland, wait the recurrenco of a third
Visitation? or shall wo now, by a general movement, enlarge our borders,
by diffusing our population over our inajestic outlying confines? It will
be found the truest policy to husband our internafl and draw out our ex-
ternal resources. “DBo fruitful and inultiply—replenish tho carth and
subdue it,” was the blessing brenthed upon our race in Pnradise. But
hitherto we have mnde the blessing a cursc, by obeying the first portion
of the command, and disobeying tho second|

t is, ever, to be hoped that the times of social ignorance and dis-
honour will now rapidly disappear, and that the tranca of expectation,
which of late has pervaded the political mind of the country, will be made
availablo by thosa who would train opportunity to bring forth its best
fruits, and mark their own names on the glory of the hetter crn to arise.
Wo shall shortly then hoph to sce 23 million acres of the soil of New Bruns-
wick, in localities nenr to the proposed lino of Hailway, placed in tho hands
of the Baronets of Scotland. 0 shall also hope to see founded ere long,
in that Province, somcwhere on the banks of the Miramichi, n great cen-
tral City, to be called JAMESTOWN RoYAL, in honour of the projector of
the Baronetage. And further, we shall hope to sce in that noble mo-
narchical Colony, 160 Baronics and Regalities, peopled with the clansmen
and tenantry of the Baroncts—160 Mansions of Chicfs, each the seat of
hospitality and demestic virtue— 150 Churches administering to the
spiritual wants of the community—160 Schools for the gratuitous cduca-
tion of youth—150 Hospitals for the relief of sickness and the solacement
of ago. When that duy comes, tho BARONETAOE OF SCOTLAKD AND Nova
Scot1a will be a state institute twice blessed—bleasing both the Mother
Ceuntry and the Colony; ard thea its members will truly illustrata theiv
rank, and establish themselves to br;, what tho Royal author of their fnmilF
henours intended, the Hiotr STEwARDS 0¢ SCOTLAND in things that will
concern the grandeur, and the welfure, ard the industry, and the peace,
oand the wealth, and the happiness of the NaTION, on either side of the
Atlantic, to the ond of time,

GLasaow, A, 1847,



SUMMARY OF CHARTERS, DOCUMENTS, &c.

UHON WIHEIL TIE CEATSIN
or THE

HARONETS 10 LANDS AND RIGHTS IN NOVA SCOTIA ARE FOUNDED,

1. Tho Chartor of James L., J0th Aeptember 1621, unuexii

Nova Scotia to Ncctland,

1L Chavter of Novedamua, 164,

1L, Ono hundred and ifty Chartoes 10 tho different Naronets, granted from 1023 o 17t 12

and tha Infoftments taken by iauy of them to their grants of land.

1V, The Royal “emmiaslon of Charles 1, 10 the Lorla of tha Lrivy Councll of Reotiuni),
23th July 1023, empowerlig them 1o complety the ereation of ono hundred und fifly
Varonety, and to confer upow each lko privilegos, grants, inmunlticn, &e.

Two Actu of Parliament, made nnd prassd 313t July 1650 and 25th Jwso 1633, rnbtty ing
anil conflrming all the rlghts nnd priviicges of the Maronats thor creuted, or uftar-
wardw to bo eronted,

V1. A Chavter of Novodnmua by Willlom [I1. in 1698, to tho Promier laronet, thus ro-
cognising tho valldity of hia ancestor's Chartor of 1025,
VIL Numerous Royal Latters, Warrants, and Iroclamations conncetod witlh the erectlon
of tho Baronctage
VITL. Tho Treaty of Unlon in 1767, which povldes that no ulteration shall bo mado In tho
Jaws which concern privato rights then subslsting {n nny class of tho subjects
witbin Seotlnnd,
1X. Tho Trenty of Utrecht In 1719, and tho Treaty of Paris In 1767, whon Nova Scotia was
flanlly rostored to Great Britain, and tho rights of the Baroncts revived jure post-
Uminil,

The varlous avepx and proccedings taken by tho Branota In 1775, 1777, 1783, and 136,
10 keep aliva thole vights.

LEGAL OPINIONS.

ivat, 1ly GronoE Tlowyxs, Esq, of the Temple, Doctar of Cisil Laws, &c. 11th Nov. 1844,
*13av0 Fand tho Boport of tho prococdinga of tha Maronels of Scoltand with much hulorsat, and trust
flioy wil g0 on vigorously tn tie uderlaking e Justly commancod. T cannot corcelvo what prolenco the
Noverument ean havo for refusing 1o abido by 150 Chisriors of Lba Nova Scotls Barou appaar 1o
me unliapscachiable In palnt of Law. 1 4o ol &0 1hat 1ho Jokt of the Pravinco by war can have oxtlgulshoil
o iglin of tho cinimants 1 vhiok that hy thio recapluro of the Provinco tholr righla wera rovlyod furs
routtiminiis and T cannot undorstand 1w 4 1s peiblo for (1o Trely of Parls,In 1783, (o affct thom.”

#econd, By T. CutanoLaik ANSTET, Esq, of the Chancery Bar, Profeasos of Jurisprudence,
&o. 218t Kov. 1811,

1 1nko A great Intarest in tho procondings of the BootHiah Daronate, it raspect to 1o Lands and other
Rights they clalmn In Nova Scatlk. And tho tacts set forth In (ho Roport of tho proctodings of tho General
Mecting of tho Ordar a1 Olnagow, In August st (which T hava ruad Ihis morning), Joneo mo dosbt on my
solod, a1 & lomyer protly convorsant with Ihia daparimant of sckince, tha thato ¢lalros re fogel o thole
fullest o3tant, nod muat bo upheld ax such by any Englsh Court (0 which thay may bo roferrod.’

“drd, by Jon IMosacx, Esq. of the Middle Tomple, 22d Nov. 1814,

*41 bAvo read, with greal Inlercst, tho Reports of the procoedings, both at.Glasgow and at Edinburgh, ro-
184179 Lo (b0 clakuia of tho Nova Sootia Darousts. As the quottian is ono of ligh lmportance, not morely (o
{he partics Imrodiaiely concorned, Lot 1o tho Natlon at large, overy oxertlan ought ecritnly 10 ba riado to
ring i prominealy beforo tho puilic.  Wero thla dono offeciually, | confers 1 canaat 500 upen whiat grov
“lve Oozcrnment could reslsl the just chainia of tbo Onder,”
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