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PREFACE.

The author begs leave to state that his

object in writing this work is the same as that

which prompted him to make a selection from

his notes respecting " The Canadas in 1841"

—a desire that the British public may become

better acquainted with an important British

colony through the medium of a person un-

connected with the country described, and

therefore unbiassed by any local influences,

politics, or prejudices, but one whose military

duties have stationed him there for a time.

It may be alleged, that the vast territory of

Labrador, which is included in the government

of Newfoundland, ought also to have been

treated of. But this would have increased the
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dimensions of the work too much, as another

volume must, in that case, have been required

;

such a volume, however, may possibly be pro-

duced at some future period.

The present position of Newfoundland, where

a new system of colonial government is just

at this moment an object of interest, and the

vast importance, to the mother country, of the

island, assumed by its geographical and political

position, as the key of Canada, must tend, it

is conceived, further to develop the great in-

terests to the British nation of Canada and

the North American colonies, or Transatlantic

Britain.

It may be added, that this description of the

most ancient colony of Great Britain is only

the precursor of another— a more compre-

hensive and a larger examination into the pre-

sent position and future prospects of Canada,

which the author is about to put into a form

fitted to meet the public eye.

E. H. B.

St. John's, Newfoundland,

26th April, 1842.
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NEWFOUNDLAND
IN 1842.

PART I.

POLITICAL AND GENERAL HISTORY OF

NEWFOUNDLAND.

CHAPTER I.

HISTORY TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION AND FIRST

SETTLEMENT, OR FROM 1497 TO 1612.

So little interest was formerly excited about

this colony, the most ancient of Great Britain,

that its early history is obscured by neglect

and fable.

I shaU not endeavour to mystify it still

further by useless inquiries as to whether it

v^as the wine or the vine land of the early

navigators— whether the Hed Indians of

N^ewfoundland are the descendants of Tartars,

or of Scandinavians—or whether the sea kings

extended their sway over its shores or not;

YOL. I. B



2 HISTORY TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION

but shall content myself with commencing at

that epoch when the arts and sciences of

Europe were reviving fi'om the utter obscurity

they had for ages been involved in, and

during which benighted period it has been

conjectured, without sufficient reason, that

America received European colonists, who

have since so strangely, however, vanished

from the face of a continent covering one half

of the habitable globe.

The discovery of the West Indies by Co-

lumbus, whose fair fame has been tarnished by

doubts as to his capacity, and by making him

merely the follower out of some visionary

forerunners, had a wonderful effect upon

maritime nations, and however they may in

that age have envied his genius and depre-

ciated his extraordinary mission, they trod in

his footsteps with the most eager and absorb-

ing anxiety for the final discovery of Cathay

—

that region of gold, pearls, and diamonds,

which was to enrich every hardy adventurer.

But previously to entering upon the subject

of this section, it is desirable to make a few

remarks upon the object of the work.

That object is, chiefly, an endeavour to inform

the British public, as far as the author may be
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enabled, upon the state of the most neglected

of our colonies, which, although the nearest to

the mother country in point of space, appears

to he the most remote from observation.

Hitherto this most ancient and important

settlement, Newfoundland, has been looked

upon merely as a great nursery for hardy sea-

men, rather than as an immense adjunct to the

trade, the power, and resources of the empire,

or as the real key of the continent of Northern

America.

The only readable works upon this country,

in modern times, are Macgregor's and Montgo-

mery Martin's Geographical Dictionaries of

the British American Colonies; for Chappell,

Anspach, and Reeves, afford very little local

information, and express opinions coloured by

circumstances connected with the residence or

visits of their authors at St. John's, in periods

when no other than party views prevailed, and

when society was wholly limited to the houses

of government officers, or to those of a few

respectable merchants, and when the dictum

of a naval governor was the law of the land.

It was requisite, in order to obtain an un-

biassed knowledge of the colony, that a person

describingNewfoundland should be independent

b2
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of all parties, and have resided long enougk

there to become intimately acquainted with the

state of things ; and it is probable that few

besides military men could be so favourably

situated in that respect.

Formerly Newfoundland was considered as a

very pleasant place of banishment for an offi-

cer in the army ; whilst the merchant, having

long toiled for riches drawn from the exhaust-

less ocean, no sooner acquired them than lie

left the island for the enjoyments and the more

genial climate of his native soil.

The case is now altering rapidly : the move-

able military men are confined to the scientific

corps of the Ordnance service, who rarely stay

more than four, five, or six years on the station,

and there is a permanent colonial regiment,

consisting chiefly, at present, of old service

officers, appointed to do the garrison duty of the

capital and outposts. A new race of inhabi-

tants is springing up, who, born on the soil,

cherish and fondly adliere to it ; the population

is no longer a fluctuating one ; the island has

obtained a representative government; it has

been discovered that it is by no means so

barren and infertile as was uniformly stated by

interested persons, and that it is not that foggy
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Goimtry where lantern light is requisite at

noon-day, but is possessed of a climate of ex-

traordinary salubrity. Its population is steadily

advancing ; roads are opening ; agriculture rears

its head ; and in short, from having been a mere

mercantile depot, it now bids fair to take its

rank amongst the more flourishing colonies of

the neighbouring continent.

To develop its resources, to assist its com-

merce, to make it better known, as it deserves

to be, in the Old World, is the task I have im-

posed upon myself during the second winter of

my temporary residence ; and I trust that my
design may ultimately succeed; for, unbiassed

by politics, I have only the welfare and renown

of Britain and of this island gem in view.

In tracing its general history, I have thought

it a matter of great interest to the native

reader to enter somewhat largely upon the

original discovery—a subject hitherto only

hinted at in all the modern gazetteers and

geographical works; and being in possession

of some very ancient histories of the New
World, I have not hesitated to extract largely

from them. v

It is extraordinary how vague even the de-

tails of the voyages of Columbus are found to

be, by the most patient investigator, and there-
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fore a great deal of light cannot be expected

to be thrown upon those of Cabot, whose claims

as an illustrious navigator have slumbered for

ages in oblivion.

In searching into records long since devoted

more to the worm than to the care of the his-

torian, we, however, find many highly interest-

ing particulars which have been consigned to

neglect, in consequence of the superior success

which the contemporaries of the admiral of the

ocean met with, when compared with Cabot

and those who came after him. Gold, all-

powerful gold, was the thing sought for, and in

the frozen regions of Terra Nova the disap-

pointment met with from finding only glitter-

ing pyrites, rendered the public careless of

the accounts given of that region ; and thus,

no doubt, many valuable journals were lost,

and many anxious thoughts of the early north-

western searchers for the riches of the east

were nipped in the bud, and remained un-

printed and unheeded.

Herrera, the most careful and most diligent

collector of the primal voyages, shews us, in a

few words, the apathy of Henry the Seventh

of England, and his cold, calculating policy,

when he suffered the dominion of the New
World to slip, uncared for, out of his grasp.
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Columbus meeting with nothing but disap-

pointment and repulse in his favomite scheme,

sent his brother Bartholomew to England, to

negotiate with that prince. He was taken by

corsairs on the way thither, and detained for

seven years ; but, learning the language, the dis-

position of the court, and of the people, having

obtained access to the minister, and carried on

his suit, which he at last accomplished, he was

ordered to return to Spain, to find his brother,

and conclude the necessary preliminaries for

the discovery.

So unfrequent was communication between

distant countries in those days, that it was

not until Bartholomew reached Paris, that

the fears he had entertained for his brother's

life were quieted, as he had not heard from

him during the whole period of his voluntary

exile, and there he found that he was not only

living, but had accomplished, under the auspices

of the Catholic kings, the object oftheir fervent

desires. Charles, the King of France, informed

the Genoese of his brother's success, and Bar-

tholomew, having quitted Henry and his ava-

rice, sailed for the new world.

Charles presentedhim with a hundi^edcrowns,

and forwarded him on his journey to Spain,
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whence he was despatched with three store-

ships for Hispaniola, and found the Admiral,

who made him Adelantado, or Lieutenant-Go-

vernor, of the newly discovered regions.*

Bartholomew left behind him, with King

Henry, a map of the world, shewing the pro-

bable road to the Indies and Spice Islands,

which contained some Latin lines urging the

voyage, and was dated London, the 21st

February, 1480.f
As soon as the news of this splendid disco-

very reached England, the tardy vigour of

Henry was roused, and he became as eager to

share in the glory of forwarding voyages to

the Indies as he had been cautious before.

Of Bartholomew, he of course neither heard

* Herrera Historia General de los Yndios Ociden-

tales, &c., tomo primo, capitulo xiii. p. 48. Edition in

4 vols, folio, 1728. Amberes.

f If this date is correct, (but I think it should be

1490, unless the map was made before he left Portu-

gal,) Bartholomew must have been fifteen years on his

embass3\ It is, however, taken from the Italian work

entitled " Ferdinand© Colombo Storia della vita e de'

fatte dell' Ammiraglio Cristoforo Colombo suo padre,''

&c., printed at Venice, in 8vo, 1570. The extract

will be given in the Appendix, No. I., as it shews the

first glimmering of English enterprise in Atlantic spe-

culation.



AND FIRST SETTLEMENT. d

nor expected to liear further, and it is pre-

sumed that his attention had been kept

awake by another adventurous Italian, who

then occasionally resided in England.

The family of this foreigner became after-

wards of as much importance and interest to

Britain as Columbus had been to Spain.

John Cabot, a Venetian, traded to Bristol

for several years previously to the first voyage

of the admiral, and most probably was an inti-

mate acquaintance of Bartholomew, who sub-

sisted upon the rare art in those days of card

or chart making, and by teaching navigation.

After the discovery of insular America be-

came well known in England, we find that

Henry YII. granted letters patent to John

Cabot and his three sons, Ludovicus, Sebas-

tiano, and Sancius, to proceed with five ships

to the discovery of new and unknown lands,

unvisited and unclaimed by Christians in the

seas of the East, the West, and the North,

and from and to the port of Bristol only. This

patent is dated Westminster, 5th March, 1496.

in the eleventh year of his reign.*

* Examplar Litterarurn Henrici Regis Angliag VII.

Johanni Cabotto, civi Venetiarum, ac Ludovico, Se-

bastiuno et Sancto filiis dicti Johannis ad inveniendum
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In the Rolls there is another licensed patent

to John Cabot and Sebastian, his son, for any

haven for six ships, dated in the thirteenth

year of Henry YIL, or in 1498. These voy-

ages had the sole object of finding the Meta

Incognita, or unknown strait, which was to

lead to the rich country of Cathay, a subject,

after the lapse of several hundred years, not yet

despaired of, and now nearly accomplished

by Great Britain.

In the Appendix to this work is given a list

of various authors who wrote about or soon

after the time of Cabot, describing his disco-

very of Newfoundland, and whose works may

best be consulted, and from which extracts

will now be made.

It appears that he sailed from Bristol with

a fleet of five small ships containing three hun-

dred men fm^nished by Henry YII., who,

although avaricious by nature, possessed a

prudent and thoughtful mind, and soon per-

discooperiendum et investigandum, quascunque in-

sulas, patrias, regiones, sive provincias, gentilium et

infidelium in quacunque parte mundi positas quae

Christianis omnibus ante haec tempora fuerint incog-

nitee, Teste Regi apud Westmon. quinto die Martii.

An. Reg. XL 1496.
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ceived the folly which his ministers had com-

mitted, in refusing so long the offers of Bartho-

lomew Columbus on behalf of his celebrated

brother, and therefore hastened to the aid of

another foreigner, projecting a more northern

route for the Oriental regions.

The Cabots were experienced and expert

pilots, as navigators were then styled; but

whether John Cabot went on this voyage or

not, does not clearly appear by any record ; and

in Eichard Eden's " Abridgment of Travels"*

we find, that he mentions Sebastian's having

told him that his father died soon after the news

ofthe discovery of Columbus became known in

England. This renders it just barely possible

that he did command the fleet ;f but it is the

more improbable, as it will be seen, in the ex-

tracts from early writers, that Sebastian is

always mentioned as the first discoverer of the

northern continent of America.

* Printed in 1555, with the first three Decades of

the New World, or West India. London, 4to, black

letter, page 255, in the account of Muscovy and Ca-

thay, marginal note.

t In the Appendix, No. II., I have extracted the

whole memoir of Cabot from " Campbell's Lives of the

Admirals," who gives all the information he could

gather.
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He sailed from England in the spring of

1497, five years after Columbus had seen the

West Indies, to penetrate by a north-western

route to China and the Spice Islands.

There is, unfortunately, no regular journal

known to exist of this voyage, and we must

therefore be contented with what can be ga-

thered out of the works of the early writers;

Hackluyt being one of the chief sources, but

not containing so much personal notice as can

be found in the ^vi'itings of Peter Martyr, a

contemporary, Oviedo, Gomara, and the ob-

scure work of Eichard Eden.

It is said, that Sebastian Cabot's fleet made

the land of the Xew World near Bonavista

Bay, about the island of Baccalao^ on the

2-4thJune, 1497.

This subject is, of course, of much interest

to the natives of Newfoundland; and I shall

therefore quote the observations of such wri-

ters as I am able to refer to, either by trans-

lations of the original works, or by transcripts.

Peter Martyr, a learned clergyman, in his

voluminous work, called, " The Decades of
the Oceari^^ written in great part during the

lifetime of Columbus and Cabot, with whom
he was personally acquainted, and professing
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to state from authority the subjects he treats

upon, which are the different discoveries in

the New World, then constantly occurring,

says, when mentioning the passage to the Indies

by the west, in his third Decade,"^—" These

northern or frozen seas have been searched by

Sebastian Cabot, a Venetian born, who, in his-

infancy, was carried by his parents to Eng-

land, where they occasionally went upon com-

mercial pursuits, it being the custom of the

Yenetians to leave no part of the world un-

trodden in search of riches. He furnished two

vessels at his own cost in England, and, with

three hundred men, directed his course so far

towards the North Pole, that even in July he

found almost continual daylight, and immense

heaps of ice floating in the sea ; but observ-

ing that the land was clear of it, owing to the

heat of the sun having melted the ice near it,

he turned westward, and, coasting by the

south, sailed so far that he came into the lati-

tude of the Straits of Hercules, having the

* " De Orbe Novo, Petri Martj'ris Anglerii Medio-

lanensis, Protonotarii, et Caroli quinti Senatoris, De-

cades octo diligent! teraporum observatione, et utilissi-

mis annotationibus illustratae. suoque niton restitutee."

Paris, 1587, 8vo. In italic print.
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North Pole elevated, in the same manner, in

the same degree. He sailed thus so far west-

ward, that he had the Island of Cuba on his

left hand, in like manner, in the same parallel

of longitude.* As he passed by the coasts of

this vast country, which he named ' Bacca-

laos,' (' Terra Baccallearum,') he said he

found the course of the oceanic waters was

towards the west, but that they flowed more

softly and gently than those swift currents

which the Spaniards had found in their

southern navigations.

" Sebastian Cabot called those countries

Baccalaos, because in the seas there he found

such multitudes of large fish, like tunnies,

which the inhabitants call baccalaos, that

they sometimes hindered his ships; he found,

also, that the people of these regions were

€lothed in the skins of beasts, but were not

without the use of reason.

" He said that there were plenty of bears

there, which eat fish, plunging themselves into

the water where they perceived a number of

* In the original Latin the sentence is, " Ad occi-

dentemqtie profectus tantum est, ut Cuhum insulam a

IcBvo longitudine gradaum peneparem hahiierit.'' Editio

1587, in italic print, now very rare.



AND FIRST SETTLEMENT. 15

these fish to be, and then, fastening their claws

in their scales, dragged them on shore, and

devoured them, so that thus feeding on fish,

they are not so dangerous to man.

" He declared, also, that in many places

of these territories he saw plenty of latten

amongst the inhabitants. Cabot is my parti-

cular friend, with whom I am on terms of

much familiarity, and I delight to have him

sometimes to keep me company in my own

house, for being sent for from England by the

Catholic King of Castile, after the death of

Henry YH., he was appointed to assist our

council, and did assist us in managing the

affairs of the New Indies, whilst he was pa-

tiently waiting for aid to discover this hidden

secret of nature (the Meta Incognita, or

western road to China and Japan.) This

voyage is now, at last, appointed for the year

next ensuing, being the year of Christ

MDXVL, and whatever occurs from it, I

shall inform your holiness (Leo X.) of, if I

live. Some of the Spaniards deny that Cabot

was the first discoverer of Baccalaos, and

affirm that he never went so far west ; but it

must now suffice for me to have said thus
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much of the gulf and straits, and of Sebastian

Cabot."

It would embarrass the narrative of the

discovery of Newfoundland too much, to enter

into all the arguments of the Spaniards and

others, about previous discoveries of the conti-

nent, etc.

Ortelius averred that Istotiland (the northern

part of America, which extends towards Eu-

rope) and the islands Greenland, Iceland, and

Friezland were discovered by fishermen from

Friezland, who were driven there by a storm
;

and again, in 1390, by Antonio Zeno, a

Venetian gentleman, who sailed there under

Zechmni, King of Friezland, of which expe-

dition there are extant, in Italian, abridg-

ments or collections, made by Francisco Mar-

colino, from the letters of M. Nicolo and

Antonio Zeni, " Ortelius Thesaurus Geogra-

phicus," etc., fol. 6, next before the map of

the Mar del Zur, 1596, Antverpise. This

Zeno fitted out a ship from Venice, and was

cast away on Friezland, in a voyage to Eng-

land and Flanders, in 1380. Zechmni was

Prince of Poland, on the S(Tuth side of Friez-

land, and Duke of Somni, opposite to Scotland.
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He was then attempting to conquer all that
countiy, and had defeated the King of Norway.
Zeno lived many years with him.

Cabot's discovery was probably as much
envied and sneered at, at the time, as that of
Columbus, so well exemplified by the well
known story of the egg.

For these reasons, it is not my intention to
enter upon the discovery of America by the
Northmen and Welshmen ; but in order to save
the trouble ofreference upon that subject to the
reader, who may not have access to the works
upon the controversy, I have added an ex-
tract from Hackluyt, in No. 3, Appendix.

It may also interest the reader, to add the
translation of a passage about the discovery of
a new world, from the Morgante Maggiore of
Pulci, a work written before Columbus sailed

on his first voyage, and whose author was
also dead previous to that event :

" The water is level throughout its whole
eMent, although like the earth, it has the
form of a globe. Mankind in those ages
were much more ignorant than now, Her-
cules icould blush at this day, for having
fixed his columns: vessels will soon passfar
beyond them. They may soon reach another

VOL. I. C
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liemispliere, because everything tends to its

centre; in like manner, as hy a divine mys-

tery^ the earth is suspended in the midst of

the stars, below are cities and empires,

ivhich were ancient. The inhabitants of

these regions were called Antipodes. They

have plants and animals as well as you, and

wage luars, as well as youP—Morgante

Maggiore, cxxv. St. 229, etc.

Dante, who flourished between 1285 and

1321, or more than 170 years before Co-

lumbus, has also indicated the number and

position of the stars composing the polar con-

stellations of the Austral hemisphere, and

says, that when Lucifer fell from heaven, his

body pierced through the earth, half remain-

ing on our side of the centre, and the other

half on the side of the Antipodes, the shock

driving most of the ocean waters to the

southern hemisphere, and only one high moun-

tain remaining uncovered, on which the poet

placed his purgatory. The fall of the morn-

ing star happening before the creation of

Adam, Dante could not believe that the An-

tipodal or southern hemisphere was ever in-

habited.

Petrarch, a better cosmogonist, geographer,
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and classic, about thirty years afterwards,

ventured to hint, that there were beings on

our globe unknown to us, but of our own

nature in those regions

—

" Nella stagion die il ciel rapido inchina

Vers occidente, e che il di nostra vola

A gente che delle forze e' capetto.''

Fifty years after Petrarch thus predicted,

the existence of the Antipodal race was fully

demonstrated ; but it has been cleverly said,

that Pulci "raises a devil to announce that

fact." His fellow-citizen, Paolo Toscanelli, a

most admirable astronomer and mathema-

tician, wrote to Columbus, exhorting him to

undertake the discovery of it.

Although often repeated, we shall close this

long digression with the prophecy of Seneca,

the first on record upon this interesting sub-

ject :

—

" Veuient annis

Ssecula seris, quibus oceanus

Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens

Pateat tellus, Tiphisque novos

Detegat orbes,

Nee sit terris ultima Thyle."

The bonds are broken, the age has arrived,

and there are no longer new worlds to dis-

cover.

c 2



20 HISTORY TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION

A similar mention of Baccalaos and of Se-

bastian Cabot is made in the " Summary of the

General History of tlie Indies," by Gonzales

Fernando de Oviedo, written to the Emperor

Charles V., in the year 1525. It leaves the

matter in great uncertainty whether that land

was the continent or the island of which we are

writing.

But the most interesting notice of all is con-

tained in a " Discourse of divers Voyages and

Ways, by which Spices, Precious Stones, and

Gold were brought in old time from India into

Europe and other Parts of the World, also of

the Voyage to Cathay and East India by the

North Sea. And of certain Secrets touching

the same Voyage declared by the Duke of

Moscovie, his Ambassador, to an excellent

learned Gentleman of Italy, named Galeatius

Butrigarius. Likewise of the Voyages of that

worthy old man, Sebastian Cabot, yet living

in England, and at this present the Governor

of the Company of the Merchants of Cathay,

in the city of London."*

* See " Richard Eden's Gatherings from Writers on

tlie New World,'' London, 1555 , and also in " Purchas

Ills Pilgrimage," folio, London, 1615, vol. ii. p. 807,

where there is a short " Account of the Discovery of
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It will afford amusement to the reader to

quote this account of Labrador and New-

Newfoundland, by John Cabot, a Venetian, and Se-

bastian, his Son, on the 24th of June, 1497, in English

Ships, with a Commission of Henry VII. ; with the

Account given by Sebastian, of the coming home along

the coasts of America to Florida." This differs but

little from any of the above more rare and less acces-

sible works, except in fixing the date of seeing the land*

Purchas also gives part of the above extract from

the letter to Galeatius Butrigarius, the Pope's Legate

in Spain, in page 809, and in vol. iii. page 417; and in

Hackluyt's celebrated collection, published in lo89, at

folio 515, it is given briefly, with a statement of the

three savages brought home by Sebastian, and presented"

to the king in the fourteenth year of his reign; whilst at

page 51] of Hackluyt's ponderous folio is an *' Extract

out of the Mapp of Sebastian Cabot, cut by Clement

Adams, concerning his discovery of the West Indies,,

which was to be seen in her Majesty Queen Elizabeth's

private gallery at Westminster, and in many mer-

chants' houses." These works of Purchas and Hack-

luyt, the former being a continuation and enlargement

of the latter, are so bulky that it is difficult for a mi-

litary man to add them to his stock of books ; so that

I cannot quote, excepting from memoranda, at this re-

mote station, directly from them, but they may be seen

at any large public library inGreat Britain or Ireland

by the curious. They will add, however, very little to

the stock of information, as the early navigators, with

the exception of Sir Walter Raleigh, were, even in-

cluding the great Columbus, better pilots than pea-

men.
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foiuidlaiid in the words of the old hlack-letter

text now before me :

—

u OF THE LANDES OF LABRADOR AND BACCA-

LAOS, LYINGE WEST AND NORTH-WEST FROM

ENGLANDE, AND BEINGE PARTE OF THE FIRME

LANDE OF THE WEST INDIES.

" Many haue traualyed to search the coast

of the lande of Laborador, as well to thintente

to knowe howe farre or whyther it reachethe,

as also whether there bee any passage by sea

throughe the same into the Sea of Sur and

the Islandes of Maluca, which are under the

Eqninoctiall line : thinkynge that the waye

thyther shulde greatly bee shortened by this

vyage. The Spanyardes, as to whose ryght

the sayde islandes of spices perteyne, dyd

fyrst seeke to fynde the same by this way.

The Portugales also hauynge the trade of

spices in theyr handes, dyd trauayle to fynde

the same: although hetherto neyther anye

suche passage is founde or the ende of that

lande. In the yeare a thousande and fiue

hundreth, Gaspar Cortesreales made a vyage

thyther with two carauelles ; but founde not

the streyght or passage he sought. At his
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being there he named the islandes that lye in

the mouth of the goulfe Quadrado, after his

name, Cortesreales, lying in the L degrees and

more: and browghte from that lande abowt

threescore men for slaues. He greatly mar-

uayled to beholde the houge quantitie ofsnowe

and ise. For the sea is there frosen exced-

yngly. Thinhabitauntes are men of good

corporature, although tawny like the Indies,

and laborious. They paynte theyr bodyes,

and weare braselettes and hoopes of syluer

and copper. Theyr apparel is made of the

skynnes of marternes and dyvers other beastes,

whiche they weare with the heare inwarde

in wynter, and owtwarde in soommer. This

apparell they gyrde to theyr bodyes with

gyrdels made of cotton or the synewes of

fysshes and beastes. They eate fysshe more

then any other thynge, and especially salmons,

althoughe they have foules and frute. They

make theyr houses of timber, whereof they

haue great plentie : and in the steade of tyles,

couer them with the skynnes of fysshes and

beastes. It is said also that there are grifes

in this land ; and that the beares and many

other beastes and foules are whyte. To this

and the islandes abowte the same, the Britons
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are accustomed to resorte : as men of nature

agreeable vnto them, and borne vnder the

same altitude and temperature. The Nor-

wayes also sayled thyther with the pylot cauled

John Seoluo : and the Englysshe men Ayith

Sebastian Cabot.

" The coaste of the lande of Baccalaos is a

greate tracte, and the altitude thereof is

xlviii deoTees and a halfe. Sebastian Cabot

was the fyrst that browght any knowleage of

this land. For being in Englande in the

dayes of Kyng Henry the Seuenth, he fur-

nysshed twoo shippes at his owne charges or

(as some say) at the kynges, whom he pur-

suaded that a passage might bee found to

Cathay by the North Seas, and that spices

myght bee browght from thense soner by that

way, then by the vyage the Portugales vse by

the Sea of Sur. He went also to knowe

what maner of landes those Indies were to in-

habite. He had with hym three hundreth

men, and directed his course by the tracte of

islande uppon the Cape of Laborador at Iviii

degrees: affirmynge that in the monethe of

July there was such could and heapes of ise

that he durst passe no further : also that the

dayes were very longe, and in maner withowt
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njght, and the njghtes very cleare. Cer-

tejne it is, that at the Ix degrees, the longest

day is of xviii houres. But consyderynge the

collide and the straungenes of the unknowne

lande, he turned his course from thense to the

West, folowynge the coast of the land of Bac-

calaos ynto the xxxviii degrees, from whense

he returned to Englande. To conclude, the

Brytons and Danes have sayled to the Bacca-

laos; and Jacques Cartier, a Frenchman, was

there twyse with three galeons : as one in the

yeare xxxiiii and the other in the xxxv, and

chose the lande to inhabite from the xlv de-

grees to the li, beinge as good a launde as

Fraunce, and al thynges therein commune to

such as fyrst possesse the same.

" Of these lands, Jacobus Bastaldus wryteth

thus :
—

' The Newe land of Baccalaos is a coulde

region, whose inhabytauntes are idolatoui's,

and praye to the soone and moone and dy-

vers idoles. They are whyte people, and very

rustical. For they eate flesshe and fysshe and

all other thynges rawe. Sumtymes also they

eate mans flesshe priuilye, so that theyr Caci-

qui have no knowleage thereof. The apparell

of both the men and women is made of beares

skynnes, although they have sables and mar-
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ternes, not greatly esteemed bycause they are

lyttle. Some of them go naked in soomer, and

weare apparell only in wynter. The Brytons

and Frenche men are accustomed to take fysshe

in the coaste of these lands, where is founde

great plentie of tunnyes, which the inhabit-

auntes caul Baccalaos, wherof the lande was

so named. Northwarde from the region of

Baccalaos is the land of Laborador, all full of

mountaynes and great woodes, in whiche are

manye beares and wylde boares. Thinhabit-

antes are idolatoures and warlike people, ap-

parelled as are they of Baccalaos. In all this

newe lande is neyther citie or castell, but they

lyve in companies lyke heardes of beastes.'

"

Sebastian Cabot was afterwards employed

by the Spanish court, and^iiscovered the Eio de

la Plata and Brasil, and was so highly thought

of, that he was appointed by the emperor, with

other learned mathematicians and navigators,

to decide upon the question of boundary be-

tween Spain and Portugal as affected the In-

dies, on which the notable bull of the Pope,

which evinced such ignorance of geography in

those days, was founded.

He was also pilot-major of the Indies, and

no one was permitted to sail on voyages of
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discovery without his licence. So great, in-

deed, was his fame, that it was made a special

article of treaty between John the Fourth and

the Emperor, that he should not be employed

in discovering the Spice Islands.*

The uncertainty which prevails over all the

accounts of l^ewfoundland at this early period,

rests also over its discoverer's place of birth

;

for in reading all the accounts I have been

able to gather concerning him, although it is

very probable he was our countryman, yet it

is not anywhere stated so positively as in the

following extract from Richard Eden's descrip-

tion of the conversation which was held by

Galeatius Butrigarius, the pope's legate in

Spain, with a learned gentleman of Italy,

Hieronimus Fracastorius, in which may be

gathered more of the life of Cabot than by any

other account of him. The marginal notes

would seem to indicate that the translator

knew him, and that he was then living in

London at a very advanced age ; for if he was

thirty when he discovered Newfoundland, he

must have been eighty-eight in 1555. In the

* See the work of Francisco Lopez de Gomara,
** Historia Universal de las Yndias, y del Nuevo
Mundo." 1552.
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Biog. Brit., and in Mortimer's Dictionary, it is

stated that lie was born in 1477, which would

make him only twenty when he achieved a

name that will last as long as history endures

;

and that he died in 1557, or at eighty years

of age. Thus he was contemporary with the

laborious editor of " Travels in the West In-

dies," and the note is probably true.

He must have been a man of extraordinary

powers of mind; for in 1552, when at the

advanced age of seventy-five, if the latter

account be correct, we find him projecting the

plan of the first voyage of the English to

Eussia ; thus laying the foundation of the great

commerce with the northern regions of Europe,

and for which service he was made governor

for life of the first Russian company in Eng-

land.

Cabot* was, in fact, equal in many respects

to Columbus ; and really discovered the prin-

cipal part of the New World a year before

Columbus saw the main land. The only mo-

nument ever erected to his fame that I have

• In '' Campbell's Lives of the Admirals" he is said

to have been the author of a work entitled, *' Naviga-

tione nelle Parte Settentrionale,'' printed at Venice, ir>

folio. I have never met with it.
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heard of, or seen, has been an attempt by a

very ingenious hydrographer, Mr. John Purdy,

in 1821, whose excellent large four-sheet chart

map of British North America is caUed Cabotia

—a name which, although not so euphonious as

America or Colombia, is strictly applicable to

the whole continent from the Frozen Seas to

the Gulf of Mexico.*

I shall, in order to shew the changes in our

language and mode of writing, prefer giving

the black-letter account above mentioned than

to modernize it ; the more particularly as it

was certainly written and printed in the life-

time of Cabot, and probably read by him.

It proceeds thus, after detailing a great deal

of learned discourse about the north-west and

north-east passage to Cathay :

—

" And here makynge a certayne pause, and

turnynge hymselfe towards us, he sayde, ' Doo

yow not understande to this purpose how to

passe to India toward the north-weste wind, as

* When all the political and other differences in St.

John's are softened by time, and the people begin to

feel that their own consequence does not depend upon

distinctions of creeds and conditions, it is to be hoped

that a suitable monument will be erected to the genius

and enterprise of Sebastian Cabot in that capital.
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dyd of late a citizen of Venese, so valiente a

man, and so well practysed in all thynges per-

taynynge to nauigations and the science of cos-

mograpliie, that at this present he hath not his

lyke in Spayne, insomuch that for his vertiies

he is preferred aboue all other pylottes that

sayle to the West Indies, who may not passe

thyther withowte his licence, and is therefore

cauled Piloto Maggiore (that is) the graunde

pylote. And when wee sayde that wee knewe

him not, he proceadeth, sayinge, that beinge

certeyne yeares in the citie of Siuile, and desy-

rovs to haue sum knowleage of the nauigations

of the Spanyardes, it was tould hym that there

was in the citie a valient man, a Yenecian

borne, named Sebastian Cabote, who had the

charge of those thynges, being an expert man
in that science, and one that coulde make cardes

for the sea with his owne hande.* And that

by this reporte, seekynge his acquaintaunce,

he founde hym a very gentell person, who en-

terteyned him frendly, and shewed hym many

* " Sebastian Cabot tould me that he was borne in

Brystowe, and that at iiii yeare ould he was carried

with his father to Venise, and so returned ageyne into

Englande with his father after certeyne yeeres, whereby

he was thought to have bin born in Venice."
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tliynges, and amonge other a large mappe of

the worlde, with certeine particular naiiigations

as well of the Portugales as of the Spanyardes.

And that he spake further unto hjm, to this

effecte. When my father departed from Ye
nese many yeeres sense, to dwell in Englande, to

folowe the trade of marchandies, he tooke me
with him to the citie of London whyle I w^as

very yonge, yet hauynge neuertheless some

knowleage of letters of humanitie and of the

sphere. And when my father dyed, in that

tyme when newes was brought that Don Chris-

topher Colonus, Genuese, had discovered the

coastes of Lidia, whereof was great talke in all

the courte of kynge Henry the Seuenth, who

then reigned : in so much that all men with

great admiration affirmed it to bee a thynge

more diuine then humane, to sayle by the

Weste into the East where spices growe, by a

way that was never known before. By which

fame and reporte, there increased in my harte a

great flame of desyre to attempte sum notable

thynge. And understanding, by reason of the

sphere, that if I shulde sayle by the waye of the

north-west winde, I shulde by a shorter tracte

coome to India, I thereuppon caused the kynge

to be aduertised of my diuise, who immediately
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€ommaiinded two carauels to bee furnyshed

with all tliyiiges apperteynynge to the vyage,

which was, as farre as I remember, in the

yeare 1496, in the begynnynge of sommer.

Begynnynge therfore to saile towarde North-

weste, not thynkynge to fynde any other lande

than that of cathay, and from thense to turne

towarde India. But after certeine dayes, I

founde that the lande ranne tovfarde the Northe,

which was to me a great displeasure. Never-

thelesse, saylinge along by the coast, to see if I

could fynde any goulfe that turned, I founde

the lande styll continent to the 56 degree vnder

owre pole.* And seing that there the coast

turned towarde the East, dispayringe to fynd

the passage, I turned backe ageyne, and sayled

downe by the coast of that lande towarde the

Equinoctiall (euer with intent to fynde the

sayde passage to India), and came to that

parte of this firme land which is nowe cauled

FLORIDA. Where, my vyttayles fayling, I de-

parted from thense, and returned into England,

where I founde great tumultes amonge the

people, and preparaunce for warres in Scot-

* If he went so high as above 56. he must have

made the land near Hudson's Bay first.
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lande : bv reason whereof, there was no more

consideration had to this vyage : wheruppon I

wente into Spayne to the Catholyke kynge,

and queene Elizabeth : who being aduertized

what I had doone, interteyned me, and at theyr

charges furnysshed certeyne shyppes where-

with they caused me to sayle to discouer the

coastes of Brasile, where I founde an excead-

ynge great and large ryuer, named at this

present Rio de la Plata (that is) the ryuer of

syluer,* into the which I sayled, and followed

it into the firme lande more than syxe hun-

drethe leagues, fyndynge it euery where verye

fayre and inhabited with infinite people, which

with admyration came runnynge dayly to oure

shyppes. Into this ryuer, runne so many other

riuers, that it is in maner incredible: after

this, I made many other vyages which I now

pretermitte. And nowe wexynge owlde, 1

gyue my selfe to reste from such trauayles by-

cause there are nowe many younge and lusty

pylotes and mariners of good experience, by

whose forwardnesse I doo rejoyse in the frutes

* " Cabot told rae that in a region of this ryuer he

sowed 1 graynes of wheate in September, and gathered

thereof 1 thousand in December, as wryteth also Fran-

cisco Lopez."

VOL. I. D



34 HISTORY TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION

of my labours, and rest with the charge of this

office as vowe see. And this is as much as I

have understoode of master Sebastian Cabote,

as I haue gathered oute of dyuers nauigations

wrytten in the Italian toonge."

It is a very unfortunate circumstance that

only such disjointed contemporary records of

Cabot's navigation, of which the above speci-

men is perhaps the best, should have been

hitherto discovered.

Hackluyt is not much more satisfactory;

Howe and Grafton assert that he was a Genoese,

and other creditable authors are equally de-

cided as to Bristol having been his birthplace.

It appears that his father first attracted

Henry VII.'s notice during some negotiations

with the Danish king, by which the port of

Bristol was much benefited; that Sebastian

was carefully instructed for a seafaring life

from his earliest youth; and that he had

made several voyages before his seventeenth

year. According to Hackluyt and other authors,

his first great voyage was the one we have

been treating of, and the discrepancy in the

accounts of the number of vessels employed

may arise from only two of the ships being of

any size, the other four having been mere small
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barks, which, were fitted out by some Bristol

merchants who were interested in one of the

larger vessels, which was got ready at Bristol

at the king's expense, and freighted by Lon-

doners. These four barks were appointed to

attend her, and were laden with coarse cloths,

caps, lace-points, and trinkets.

It is averred that there exists a manuscript

calendar of Bristol, wherein the year 1499 is

stated to be that of the voyage, and that

Sebastian then accompanied his father, John

Cabot. They steered to the north-west, in

the hopes of reaching India by a shorter

route than that taken by Columbus, and to

find the coast of China or Cathay, of which

Marco Polo had given such flattering accounts.

After sailing for some weeks on the same

course, they discovered Newfoundland, and

some accounts state that the course was due

west, in the parallel of Bristol.

The mode by which the day of the disco-

very has been fix:ed was as follows : from a

map, engraved by Clement Adams and drawn

by Sebastian Cabot, which was deposited in

the Privy Gallery at Whitehall. It had a por-

trait of the author, under which was the

following inscription, "Effigies Seb. Caboti,

D 2
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Angii Filii Jo. Caboti, Yenetiani, Militis

Aurati/' etc.

On this map was a narrative of the dis-

covery, in Latin, which is given in Hackluyt,

vol. iii. p. 27, and thus translated by him:

—

" In the yeere of our Lord 1497, John

Cabot, a Venetian, and his son Sebastian,

with an English fleet, set out from Bristol,

and discovered that land which no man before

that time had attempted, on the 24th of June,

about five of the clocke, early in the morning.

This land he called Primavista—that is to

say, first scene, because, as I suppose, it was

that part whereof they had the first sight from

sea. That Island which lieth out before the

land, he called of St. John, upon this occasion,

as I thinke, because it was discovered upon

the day of John the Baptist. The inhabitants

of this island used to weare beasts' skinnes,

and have them in as o'reat estimation as we

have our finest garments. In their warres

they use bowes, arrowes, pikes, darts, woodden

clubs, and slings. The soil is barren in some

places, and yeeldeth little fruit, but it is full

of white bears and stagges, far greater than

ours. It yeildeth plenty of fish, and those

very great, as scales, and those vrhich we
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commonly call salmons : there are soles* also

above a yard in length, but especially there is

a great abundance of that kind of fish which

the savages call baccalaos (cod-fish.) In the

same island also there breed hauks, but they

are so blacke that they are very like to rauens,

as also their partridges and eagles, which are

in like sort blacke."f

Cabot brought away three of the natives,

and then proceeded westward until he made

the coast of Xova Scotia, and sailed along the

Atlantic shore of the continent, as it is affirmed,

from the 56th to the 38th degree of latitude,

* It has been conjectured by some, that Cabot must

have meant Labrador as the place of his discovery,

because there are no white bears in Newfoundland.

This, I apprehend, is false reasoning. There is a place

even on the south coast called White Bear Bay ; and

it is quite probable that the Polar bear has, like the

walrus or sea-horse, been driven from Newfoundland

by the increasing fisheries. With respect to soles,

Cabot must have meant flat fish, which some of the

coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland are abundantly

supplied with. I never saw a sole on the coast of

British America but once, and that a very young one,

taken out of the belly of a codfish, in the Bay of

Chaleurs.

t The partridge of Newfoundland is a ptarmigan
;

dark brown in summer, and white and brown in winter.
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or from the coast near Hudson's Bav to Flo-

rida.

There appears much discrepancy in this

narrative; and indeed the whole account of

Cabot's discovery given by Hackluyt, who pub-

lished his celebrated collection of voyages and

travels in 1589, or thirty-two years after the

death of Sebastian Cabot, is not near so con-

clusive as that given by Richard Eden. Fa-

bian's Chronicle, from which Hackluyt derived

the chief of his information, gives a very con-

cise description of the voyage, and mentions

the three savages as having been brought from

a part of the Indies, and presented to Henry

VII., in the fourteenth year of his reign, or

in 1499.*

The map we have mentioned would, perhaps,

if a copy of it exists, settle the question whe-

ther it was Labrador or Newfoundland which

Cabot first saw. If he made the land in 56^

north latitude,! it must have been Labrador,

but then there is no considerable island on that

portion of its coast. If he really sailed in the

parallel of Bristol it must have been New-

* Vide Hackluyt, folio of 1598, page 515.

f If the degrees of longitude were meant, it would

be nearer the mark from Ferro.
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foundland. The ice in July is no uncommon

occurrence on its eastern shores, as, during a

voyage from England in 1840, 1 saw an ice-

berg or two near the island of Baccalao, at the

mouth of Conception Bay, as late as the last

week in July, and they frequently remain

all the summer in the Straits of Belleisle. He
may, however, have reached 66^, and have

merely seen the land, whence, being driven

southward, his first real discovery and inter-

view with the natives took place, as I believe,

at Baccalao Island, which is in 48° 12', and

just where the coast is most prominently east.

So that probably Cabot ascertained that New-

foundland was an island by observing the bend-

ing of the land, from the Straits of Belleisle to

the shores of the great mouth of the Gulf of

St. Lawrence.

He returned with a cargo to England which

must have been procured in Newfoundland,

and consisted possibly of peltries, for there is

no account of his landing on any part of the

shores of the Atlantic coast ofNova Scotia or of

the United States, or of his having attempted

either to make a conquest or a settlement.

It has been said by authors favourable to

the idea that Sebastian Cabot was the disco-
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verer of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, that he

landed at St. John's, or Prince Edward's Is-

land;—but that notion appears highly impro-

bable ; whilst it is averred that he made several

subsequent voyages to this portion of America.

No evidences to this effect have, however,

been adduced, and that of Richard Eden to the

contrary appears conclusive.

In short, for the twenty years after the disco-

very of Newfoundland, all correct traces of

Sebastian Cabot's history are lost. We hear

no more of him in contemporary wi'iters until

1516, and it is highly probable that the cau-

tious temper of Henry VII. prevented the pro-

secution of northern voyages, and the search

after the Meta Incognita, in consequence of

Cabot's exploit proving so unproductive and

dangerous. In 1516, when Sir Thomas Pert

was Vice-Admiral of England, an expedition

for the discovery of a southern passage, under

the guidance of Sebastian Cabot, was fitted

out. He steered for Brazil, but failing in the

attempt, went to Hispaniola and Puerto Rico.

Disappointment and chagrin, it is con-

jectured, caused him to leave England, and

to enter into the service of Spain, where nau-

tical merit was then better rewarded. Accord-
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ingly we find that Herrera, the best and most

•correct Spanish historian of the Indies, states

that he was received according to his acquired

fame, and made piloto mayor, or principal

pilot of the kingdom. I have searched Her-

rera's ponderous work, in four folio volumes, in

vain, to find an account of the previous

path by which Cabot was so distinguished;

and it is only in the fii'st that anything

is said about it,* where Herrera affords the

* The following is all Herrera says :
—" Porque

aunque muehos navegaron azia el Norte costeando

los Baccalaos, y tierra del Labrador, como mostrasa

aquella parte poco rigueza, no uvo meraoria dellos, ni

aun de otros, que fueron por la parte de Paria, salvo

los que se han referido : los que por la parte del Norte

descubrieron, fueron Gaspar Cortereal Cavallero Por-

tugues, y un hernaano suyo, el ano de 1500 con dos

earavelas, y no liizo mas que dexar su norabre a las

Islas que estan a la boca del golfo quadrado en mas de

50 grados, truxo 60 hombres de aquella tierra, y vino

espautado de las muchas nieves, y heladas de la mar, y
al fin bolvieron los dos hermanos a navegar, y se per-

dieron. Tambien fueron a esta tierra gentes de Nor-

vega con el piloto Juan Seduco, y Sebastian Gaboto

fue por orden del Rey Enrique VII. de Ingalaterra,

con dos navios, porque tambien procurava la contra-

tacion de la especeria, otros dizen que arrao a su costa,

y que iva por saber que tierras eran las Indias, y para

poblar. Elevo 300 hombres, y caminaro la buelta de
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reasons why the Catholic King employed

Amerigo Vespucci, which was in consequence

of the Portuguese and other nations being

actively employed upon the great ques-

tion of the unknown passage to the Spice

Islands and Cathay. This document scarcely

needs translating, as it is a mere recapitu-

lation of that which has been already ad-

vanced; but short as it is, it strongly assists

in the conjecture that Cabot really discovered

Ne^vfoundland instead of Labrador, and that

he was turned back from the north by the

ice and cold.

Herrera, however, enters much more at

length in his second volume upon the future

career of Cabot, who we find assisting at the

great council between the Spaniards and Por-

islandia sobre el cabo del Labrador, hasta ponerse en

68 grados, y porque por el mes de Julio avia grandes

hielos, y haza mucho frio, no ozo passar mas adelante,

dixo que los dios eran grandissimos, y casi sin noche,

y las noches muy claras, por esta fualdad dio la buelta

azia Poniente, y rehaziendose en los Baccalaos, corrio

la costa hasta 38 grados y de alii se bolvio a Ingala-

terra, y este llevo mas noticia destas partes que ningun

otro. Bretones y gentes de Dinamarca ha ido tam-

bien a los Baccalaos y Jacques Cartici, Frances, fu^

clos vezes con tres galeones." Book I. chap. xvi.
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tuguese concerning the respective rights of

those nations in the newly-discovered regions,

as grand pilot ; an office which gave him the

controlling advice of the numerous Spanish

voyages of discovery then projecting or making,

and which led to his own second attempt to

penetrate to the Pacific by the south. We
find him then, in 1524, at the head of all the

great navigators of the day assembled in con-

clave, his name being placed fii'st in the list

of cosmographers and navigators, " men ca-

pable of making sea charts, and expert in the

globes, maps, astrolobes, and like convenient

instruments."*

In 1525,f we find him solicited by several

of the leading merchants of Seville to under-

take the attempt to penetrate to India by the

Straits of Magellan, and visit the Spice

Islands, as well as to discover " Tharsis,

Ophir, Oriental Cathay, and Cipango," and

to load his vessels with " gold, silver, precious

stones, pearls, drugs, spices, silks, brocades,

and other valuable things."

Cabot met with the difficulties attendant

* Herrera, Decada Tercera, page 159. Book VI.

chap. vi.

-j- Vide Decada Tercera, Libro IX. cap. iii. fol. 213.
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upon all foreigners who presumed to have more

knowledge than the native Spaniards, and

which Columbus had so largely experienced;

and when he had sailed at length, in the be-

ginning of April, 1525, after encountering

this storm of human passions, he touched at

the Canaries, the Cape Verds, and at last

reached Cape St. Augustine, and the Isle of

Patos, and all Saints' Bay. Herrera observes

here, that Sebastian Cabot did not conduct

himself in this voyage as a seaman of expe-

rience,* or even as a thorough sea captain, for

they wanted a sufficiency of provision and

good government. Thus, in a state of dearth

and mutiny, he worked up the Rio de la Plata,

discovered the Island of St. CTabriel, where he

anchored, and proceeded in boats for three

leagues up a large river, which he named

St. Salvador. Here he brought his vessels to,

and unloaded them, built a fort, and pro-

ceeded to trace the stream.

At this place he remained after various

* Herrera states, in the Index, that he was a better

cosmographer than seaman ; but we have only to refer

to the harassing life Columbus led with his Spanish

employers and servants, to believe that poor Cabot was
the victim of Spanish pride and jealousy.
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unhappy adventures, for five years; at the

expiration of which term he embarked in his

largest vessel with the remainder of his men
and his property, and returned in her to Spain,

in 1531. He lost many of his companions

in combats with the Indians, and built another

fort on the river Larcarana, which was called

" La Fortaleza Goboto, or Santespiritu."

Cabot arrived, in the spring of 1531, at the

Spanish court, where he was not well received,

as his severity towards the mutineers during

his voyage had made him many enemies, from

the same causes which Columbus experienced,

who fell under the pride and envy of the

Spaniards. He remained, however, as pilot-

major, and continued in the Spanish service

until the close of the reign of Henry VIII.

;

for, in the beginning of that of Edward YL,
he was patronised by the Duke of Somerset,

and presented by that nobleman to the king.*

In Hackluyt, is " A Copie of the Letters

Patent of King Edward YL to Sebastian Ca-

bota, constituting him Grand Pilot of England,

and graunting him an Annuitie, or yeerly

Eevenue, of One Hundred Threescore and Six

* Strype, Memorials, vol. ii.
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Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and four Pence.

Witness, the King, at Westminster, 6th Jan-

uary, in the second Yeere of our Eeign, 1549."

And in this year, also, it is stated that the Em-

peror Charles I. requested Edward to send him

to Spain again, as he was required there in his

capacity of grand pilot, and could not be of

much service to the English, who had not

much recoui'se to, or possessions in, the Indies.

Edward appeared, however, to know his

own interests, and Cabot his own value better,

for he remained in high favour with the

English monarch, and was his chief adviser

in all mercantile and marine affairs, par-

ticularly in the very important matters with

the merchants of the steelyard in 1550, who

were foreigners settled in England, and so

caUed, from steel being imported by them.

Cabot, who was now at the head of a body

of merchant adventurers for the discovery

of unknown regions, memorialized the king

against the great privileges which had been

granted to these strangers, and after a patient

hearing before the Privy Council, obtained a

decree, setting aside their j^retension to be a

legal corporation.
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In 1553, we find him issuing"* " ordinances,

instructions and advertisements, of and for

the direction of the intended voyage for

Cathaye, compiled, made and delivered by

the right worshipful M. Sebastian Cabota,

Esq., Governor of the Mystery and Company

of the Merchants Adventurers, for the Dis-

covery of Eegions, Dominions, Islands, and

places unknown, the 9th of May, in the year

of our Lord, 1553, 7th Edward VI."

Cabot had now turned his attention to the

discovery of a passage to China, by the north

east, and hence, the voyage of Richard Chan*^

cellor, which is thus alluded to 'in Eden's

curious black letter book (quoted already)

under the head of

—

" A discourse of dyuers vyages and wayes,

by the whiche spices, precious stones, and

golde, were brought in owlde time from India

* Hackluyt, folio 1589, page 1259 ; and in the same

work, at page 253, we have the letter of Edward VI,

to foreign potentates on the subject :
—" Exemplar

epistolae seu litterarum missivarum quas illustrissimus

princips Edvardus ejus nominis sextus, mitit ad prin-

cipes septentrionalem ac orientalem mundi plagam

inhabitantesjuxta mare glaciale necnon Indiara Orien-

talem. Anno Domini 1553, regni suo septimo et

ultimo."
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into Europe, and other parte of the worlde

;

also, of the vyage to Cathay, and East India,

by the north sea; and of certayne seacretes

touchynge the same vyage, declared by the

Duke of Moscouie, his ambassadoure to an

excellent lerned gentleman of Italic, named,

Galeatius Butrigarius. Lykewyse of the

vyages of that woorthy owlde man, Sebastiane

Cabote, yet liuyinge in England, and at this

present, the governor of the coompany of the

marchantes of Cathay, in the citie of Lon-

don. *

" And whereas, I haue before made men-

tion howe Moscouia was in owr tyme dis-

couered by Richard Chancellor, in his viage

tovrard Cathai, by the direction and informa-

tion of the sayde master Sebastian, who longe

before had this secreate in his mynde. 1

shall not neede here to describe that viage,

forasmuche as the same is largely and fayth-

fully written in the Laten tonge, by that

lerned yonge man, Clement Adams, scole-

mayster to the Queene's henshemen, as he re •

ceaued it at the mouthe of the sayde Richard

Chanceler."

* Edition, in black letter, of 1555.
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The advice and opinions of Cabot, sup-

ported as they were by an enthusiastic de-

termination to make his name famous to

posterity, as the projector of the discovery of

the long sought, and yet unknown passage,

induced many persons of rank, wealth, and

influence, to associate themselves, as the Com-

pany of Merchants Adventurers, above alluded

to ; and they finally obtained a Charter of in-

corporation from the king, with Cabot as

governor for life.

In Hackluyt, the instructions issued by the

governor, of which we have given the outline,

are preserved at length, and it is said, they

were read once a week to the crews of the

three vessels which sailed soon afterwards.

For his services, he was granted a pension of

two hundred pounds a year,—a large sum in

those days ; and although many discrepancies

exist in the history of the times, as to the

facts of the first voyage, yet there remains no

doubt that the one undertaken by Sir Hugh
Willoughby resulted in the trade to Arch-

angel, since extended so beneficially for the

British empire.

It is not to our present purpose to examine

the nature of the explorations in the Xorth-

YOL. T. E
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Eastern Icy Seas, which were so disastrous to the

early navigators, and which, moreover, may be

found in several collections of British voyages.

The Russian Company and its affairs, en-

grossed a large portion of the time and

patience of its originator, Cabot; of whom,

however, for want of contemporary biography,

we gather but little more than that he went

on, increasing in reputation and honour, to a

good old age.

An anecdote occurs in Hackluyt, under the

description of Stephen Burroughs's journal,

which is worthy of record here, as developing

the character of the man, and shewing, that

like his rival Columbus, the increase of age

and in&mities neither daunted his spirit, nor

dimmed his visions of naval glory. " On the

26th of April 1556, when he was seventy-

six years of age, he went on board the Search-

Thrift, a small vessel, lying at Gravesend,

bound to Eussia, and bestowed upon the crew,

right liberal reward, and dealt out alms to

the poor of the place, beseeching their prayers

for the prosperity of the imdertaking."

Here he gave also an entertainment, at the

sign of the St. Christopher, and " for very joy

he had to see the forwardness of our intended
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discovery," observes Burroughs, "he entered

into the dance himself."

His patent was renewed shortly before his

death, which, it is believed, occurred in 1557,

or one year subsequently, at the age of seventy-

seven.

Cabot observed the variation of the com-

pass, as well as Columbus, but the prior claim

of that great discovery, we firmly believe,

rests with the latter.

The 24th day of June is still kept in New-

foundland, as the epoch of its discovery by

Sebastian Cabot; and will, no doubt, hold a

prominent place in the future processions and

proceedings of the Natives' Society, esta-

blished at St. John's, in 1840; and to the

care, therefore, of that society we must now

leave the future fame and recollection of one

of the greatest navigators of England.

Most of the subsequent discoveries in, and

voyages to, Newfoundland, are involved in some

obscurity, and it is thus only requisite to trace

some of the most interesting in this historical

summary.

The voyages of Cortereal and Yerrazani fur-

nish very little light upon the subject.

E 2
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Emmanuel of Portugal, in the year 1500,

granted a general licence to Gaspar de Corte-

real, to discover Baccalaos, which Cabot had

coasted three years before. He visited, disco-

vered, and named Conception Bay, and sailed

along the shores of Baccalaos, as the coast of

Northern America was then called. A short

account is given by Francisco Lopez de Go-

rnara, of his proceedings.

Osorio also gives another version. Gaspar

perished in a second attempt, and his brother

Michael, who endeavoured to trace his fate, in

1501, shared the same unhappy destiny; but

in 1502, the Portuguese established the first

regular fishery on these shores, and were fol-

lowed by the Biscayans and the French. Con-

ception Bay, Portugal Cove, etc., bear in their

names evidences of these early enterprises of

the Portuguese.

The voyage of Verrazani in 1523, on which

the French laid their claim to Cape Breton, is

equally vague; but in 1517 foreign nations

took advantage of Cabot's discovery of the

wealth of the ocean in these regions, and it is

said that forty sail of Portuguese, French,

and Spaniards were then engaged in the cod
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fishery.* This roused the attention of Eng-

land, and in the latter part of the reign of

Henry VIII., feeble attempts appear to have

been made at colonization.

In Hackluyt, the great source of information

on these early English voyages, we find *' An
account of the voyage of two ships, whereof

the one was called the ' Dominus Vobiscum,'

set out on the 20th of May, in the year of our

Lord 1527, for the discovery of the north parts

of Newfoundland and Cape Britton." And in

*' Purchas," vol. iii., page 809, is copied from the

same sources, aletter to King Henry, in the Haven

of St. John, in Newfoundland, by John Eut,

master of a ship, sent thither, and employed

in fishing, 3rd August 1527;" probably the

first authentic record of the present capital of

the island.

In 1534, the celebrated navigator, Jacques

Cartier, was entrusted, at the recommendation

of Chabot, Admiral ofFrance, with a commission

to discover and colonize the northern parts of

* Hackluyt, vol. iii. p. 499. M*Pherson's Annals of

Commerce, 4 vols. 4to, Edinburgh, 1806, vol. ii. p. 51.

Memoir of Sebastian Cabot, pp. 52, 55. Polar Seas

and Regions, p. 190. Cabinet Library, British Ame-
rica, 2nd vol. Edinburgh, 1839.
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the New World. He arrived, with two small

vessels of about twenty tons each, at Newfound-

land on the 10th of May 1534, and touched at

or near Cape Bonavista, thence proceeding along

the eastern and southern coast of the island

until he entered the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and

discovered first the Bird Islets, then the Bay of

Chaleur, which had been, however, previously

visited by the Spaniards, and after exploring

much of the great gulf he returned to France,

and probably fancying that he had at length

found the Meta Incognita, sailed on the follow-

ing year and discovered Anticosti, Canada, and

the St. Lawrence as far as Montreal.

Attempts were now seriously made by Eng-

land to colonize Newfoundland, and in 1536,

in the twenty-eighth year of Henry VIII.'s

reign, " Master Eobert Hore and divers other

gentlemen" went for Newfoundland and Cape

Breton. Hore and his companions suffered

such great privations and fatigue that they

failed in their design,* after being nearly

* Hackluyt, vol. iii. p. 129, 704, and Campbell's

Lives of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 329. Henry VIII.,

moved at the miseries endured by these adventurers,

pacified the French claim for indemnity by paying for

the seized vessel, and promoting several who returned
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starved to death, from which fate they were

only relieved by seizing a French vessel laden

with provisions. The French were more alive

to the importance of the country in conse-

quence of its proximity to Canada, and there-

fore, in January 1 540, Francois de la Roque,

Seigneur de Eoberval, obtained a patent from

Francis L, constituting him Lord of Norimbe-

qua, or of nearly all the North American coasts.

Viceroy and Lieut.-General of Canada, Hoche-

laga, Montreal ; the Saguenay, Terre Neuve, or

Newfoundland; Belle Isle, Carpon, now Quir-

pon, an island near Cape St. John ; Labrador,

the Bay of Chaleur, and Baccalao, the island

and coast near and South of Bonavista.

This appointment, which so markedly in-

cludes the insignificant islet, or Bird Rock of

Baccalao, tends unexpectedly to confirm the

opinion that Cabot actually first discovered

land at that point, or Bonavista.

Roberval sailed early in the summer of

from the voyage, which was made in the Trinity of

140 tons, and the Minion of less burden ; there were in

all one hundred and twenty persons intent on discovery

in Newfoundland, but their provisions failed. Hack-

luyt had the particulars afterwards, from Mr. Butts,

who was the only surviving person.
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1540, with five ships, Jacques Cartier being

his admiral, or chief commander. Some at-

tempts were made to colonize and to examine

Cape Breton, Newfoundland, and Labrador,

but without much success, and the fact

of the second being an island still remained

unknown, and the subsequent voyage of Ro-

berval upon an enlarged scale was so disas-

trous that the fate of this expedition has never

been traced to this day.

We find, however, that the fishery on the

banks of Newfoundland vras at this early

period (1540)* vigorously pursued; for in

Hackluyt, p. 521, there is given an extract

of " An Act against the exaction of Money, or

any other thing, by any officer, for licence to

Traffique in Ireland or Newfoundland, temp.

An. 2 Edwardi sexti," and, in 1533, Cabot was

urging the discovery of the northern passage

to Cathay.

In 1576, Frobisher was driven by the ice to

Newlbundland. Some of the natives came on

board his ship, but sending them ashore in a

boat with five sailors, neither the boat nor

* In 1540, the English first steadily pursued the

Newfourtdland fisheries, from the ports of London^

Bristol, Biddeford, and Barnstaple chiefly.
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men were ever seen again. He seized one of

the Indians and took him to England, where

he died soon afterwards.

In 1578, some new light appears to break

upon the history of the island; for in Hack-

luyt, p. 674, we find a letter written to him

by M. Antonie Parkhurst, gentleman, contain-

ing a report of the true state and commodities

of Ne^vfoundland. England had then fifty ships

engaged in the fishery, and began seriously to

consider the necessity of taking possession of

the country, as in four years the vessels had

increased from thirty to the above number;

but England was still unable to contend with

France and Spain, both those nations having

each at least 150 sail, whilst the Portuguese

had 50.

Piratical adventurers were also rife, and to

such an extent did they carry their daring,

that one named Easton commanded ten vessels

of war, and soon afterwards levied black mail

upon all engaged in the fisheries, impressed a

hundred sailors for his fleet, and made his

rendezvous at Ferryland.

We next find " Copies of the Letters in

Latin and English, to the worshipfull Master

Eichard Hackluyt, at Oxford, in Christ Church,
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Master of Arts, dated in Newfoundland, at

St. John's Port, the sixt of August, 1583,

giving an Account of that Island, and the Let-

ters patent graunted by Her Majestic to Sir

Humfrey Gilbert, of Compton, in the Countie

of Devon, Knight, for inhabiting and planting

of oui' People in America. Witnesse ourself,

at Westminster, the xi day of June, the 20th

yeare of our Reigne, 1579."

This patent gave rise to the expedition

which followed it, and accordingly Hackluyt

then gives " A True account of the late Dis-

coveries, and possession taken in the right of

the Crowne of England, of the New-found-

land,* by that valiant and worthy gentleman.

Sir Humfrey Gilbert, Knt., wherein is also

briefly set downe her Highness a lawful Title

thereunto, and the great and manifold commo-

dities, etc. Written by Sir George Pecham,

Kt., the chief adventurer and furtherer of the

said voyage to Newfoundland, a.d. 1583, 25th

Elizabeth."

This was the dawn of the future importance

of the colony, and amongst the brilliant names

engaged in fitting out the expedition under

* Hackluyt, p. 718.
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the auspices of the maiden queen, shines forth

Walter Ealeigh, who undertook to establish

settlements on all the coasts over which she

claimed jurisdiction in the new world, from

the discoveries of Cabot.

Elizabeth heaped dignities and viceregal

powers upon Ealeigh and Gilbert, and a

prohibition was laid also upon any other

adventurer ; all being commanded not to ap-

proach, without the permission of Gilbert,

within 200 leagues of any settlement he might

form during the succeeding six years. He
was created viceroy, admiral, and sole judge,

the crown reserving only a fifth part of all the

precious metals to be discovered.

Their first attempt was marred by jealousies

of the inferior adventurers, and a misfortune

which, though carefully kept out of sight in

their annals, is believed to have arisen from

an engagement at sea with a Spanish squadron,

by which they lost one large vessel,* with Cap-

tain Morgan, an officer of great merit.

The fleet returned to England, and for some

time inactivity prevailed again. Sir Walter Ka-

* See the Life of Sir Walter Raleigh. London,

6vo. 1740.



60 HISTORY TO THE ERA OF TOSSESSIOX

leigh being engaged in the Lish wars. Finding,

however, that the term of the patent, which

was for six years onlv, was shortenino;, he

built a strong ship, named it after himself, and

with his brother-in-law, Sir Humphrey Gilbert,

fitted out a new fleet, consisting of five vessels,

of which the Raleigh was the largest, and even

that not more than 200 tons burthen.

Sir Walter was now vice-admiral under Gil-

bert, and sailed from Plymouth on the 11th of

June, 1583. Ealeigh was, however, to be

spared from the fatal termination of this

voyage, for soon after leaving Europe, a con-

tagious disorder appeared on board the vessel

he sailed in, which obliged him to return in

great distress to Plymouth.

Sir Humphrey Gilbert arrived at St. John's,

in Newfoundland, in the beginning of August,

in the Delight, of 120 tons, having with him

the Golden Hind, of 50 tons; the Swallow,

also of 50 tons; and the Squirrel, a little

barque of only 10 tons burthen, which sepa-

rated from the fleet in a fog on the 20th of

July.

In this squadron, feeble as it was, were 260

adventurers, amongst whom were some pirates,

who had been condemned to service in the fleet,
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and who were tlie cause of much after trouble.

He enlisted also masons, carpenters, and black-

smiths, musicians, morris-dancers, hobby-horses,

and every description ofpersons whose vocations

were useful, or likely to attract the savages.

He made the coast on the 30th of July, and

such was the extent of verdure at that season,

adorned as the rocks were with berry-bearing

plants and flowers, and well covered with forest,

that the crews were delighted with their pros-

pects. But Parmenius, the learned correspon-

dent of Hackluyt, did not much approve of this

wildness of nature, for he observes, ^^ My good

Hackluyt^ of the manner of this countrey

what shall I say, ivhen I see nothing but a

very wildernesse'^

The Swallow soon joined them, and her crew,

chiefly composed of pirates, had, in the mean

time, plundered a French vessel on the banks,

stripped the crew of their clothing, and tor-

tured them. Several of these miscreants were

drowned, in returning in a small boat to their

ship, and the others soon after met a de-

served fate.

On the 5th of August, 1583, Sir Humphrey

Gilbert took formal possession of Newfound-

land, in the name of his sovereign mistress, and
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received the acknowledged obedience of the

crews of thirty-six ships of different nations, of

which sixteen were English, in the harbour of

St. John.

Here we first meet with the laws, by which

the fishery was for a long time afterwards go-

yerned and regulated.

Sir Humphrey issued an ordinance proclaim-

ing that a circuit of two hundred leagues

around St. John's in every direction, was held

by him in virtue of the powers invested in

him, and demanded from all the strangers a

formal presentation of wood and water, in

token of possession for himself, his heirs, and

assigns for ever.

The English laws, constitution, and church

government were established, whilst it was

made penal for anybody to attempt anything

prejudicial to the newly acquired dominion;

and, amongst other enactments, it was de-

clared, that any person uttering words " to

the dishonour of her majesty" should lose his

ears. The viceroy also levied contributions

on all the fishing vessels, which were complied

with the more readily as the discovery ships

were well armed, and the others were not.

Sir Humphrey had, however, a most trouble-
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some task. Several of his people, disgusted

with the country and .the prospect of winter-

ing there, deserted in all directions, seizing

the fishing vessels, and turning their crews

ashore, and even laid a plot to seize the whole

fleet.

The Squirrel having made another port of

the neighbouring coast, and the sick having

become numerous, the admiral sent home the

Swallow, in which he embarked all those who

were suffering from disease, and without

taking any further steps towards colonizing

Newfoundland, sailed on the 20th August,

steering for Sable Island, which had been ap-

pointed as a rendezvous, very unpropitiously.

Ignorant of the dangers of the navigation,

after leaving Cape Eace, and meeting stormy

weather on the 29th, the Delight struck on a

shoal and became a wreck ; and for six days,

sixteen of the crew were tempest-tossed in a

little boat, and the remainder, refusing to quit

their vessel, doubtless perished in her. This

boat, without water or provision, made the

coast of Newfoundland again; and the crew,

after living on berries in the woods, were

taken to Passages, in Spain, by a Biscayan

fisherman.
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Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who had been survey-

ing the coast in the little Squirrel, soon learned

his mishap, from those of the Delight who had

escaped.

He now made preparations for crossing the

ocean, and was urged to quit the nut-shell in

which he had embarked, and go on board the

Golden Hind. His reply is characteristic of

the brother-in-law of Ealeigh—" I will not

forsake my little company, with whom I have

passed so many storms and perils."

They reached the parallel of the Azores in

safety, but there encountered a storm of so

terrible a nature that it quailed their hearts,

Sir Humphrey alone retaining his self-posses-

sion. The Golden Hind kept as near the little

Squirrel and her brave admiral as the perilous

mountains of waters would permit, and the

crew, with dismay, saw him sitting and calmly

reading on the deck, and heard him bid them

be of cheer, for said he, " We are as near to

heaven by sea as by land."

At night, the blackness of darkness fell upon

the ocean ; the lights in the Squirrel suddenly

disappeared, and this is all that will ever be

chronicled of the fate of one of the bravest of

the adventurers who sought in the glorious
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reign of Elizabeth to extend the Dominion of

England in the western world.*

Of all the armament, the Golden Hind alone

returned, and she was a mere wreck; and

Captain Hayes wrote an account of the dis-

covery, which is given in Xo. 7 of the Ap-

pendix to this work.

Disastrous as were these results, the spirit

of Raleigh and Pecham rose superior to them.

The latter had liberally contributed to the

adventure, and now wrote a treatise on colo-

nization in the new world, stimulating the

spirit of the nation to fresh attempts. Cap-

tain Carlile also memorialized the Muscovy

Company, and obtained its approval of a new

expedition, which, however, did not take effect.

* Hackluyt, p. 679, "A report of the voyage and

successe thereof, attempted in the yeare of our Lord

1583, by Sir Humfrey Gilbert, knight, with other

gentlemen assisting him in that action, intended to

discover and to plant Christian inhabitants in places

convenient, upon those large and ample countries ex-

tending northward from the Cape of Florida, not in

the actual possession of any Christian prince. Written

by Mr. Edward Haies, gentleman, and principal actor

in the same voyages, who alone continued unto the

end; and by heaven's special assistance returned home
with his retinue, safe and sound."

YOL. I. F
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Sir Walter Ealeigh then broaclied the sub-

ject of examining the continent of America in

a milder latitude, and Newfoundland was long

neglected for the El Dorado vision—a vision

glorious in its conception, and which has since

peopled North America with the Anglo-Saxon

race.

Less-distinguished names must now he

cited, as containing the almost abandoned pro-

ject of colonizing Newfoundland ; and we shall,

before we notice these attempts, mention the

voyage of Henry Hudson towards Nova Zeni-

bla^ as given by Purchas, vol. iii. p. 581.

This voyage of Hudson was his third, for the

discovery of the unknown straits, and, on his

return he passed " from Farre Islands to New-

foundland, and along to fourty-four degrees

ten minutes, and thence to Cape Cod, and so to

33 degrees, etc., in 1609." The account of

this visit to Newfoundland, in Purchas, was

written by Robert Ives, of Limehouse, in the

seventh of James I. ; and was followed, in

1610, by a " Patent for Newfoundland, and

the Plantation thereof made by the English,

1610; delivered in a letter dated thence from

M. Guy to M. Slaney ; treating, also, of the

AYeather the three fu'st Winters, and of Cap-
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tain Weston, with other remarkable Occur-

rents."

This expedition was upon a large scale, and

was promoted by Mr. Guy, a Bristol merchant,

who published several pamphlets, and obtained

the patronage and assistance of the celebrated

Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Northampton, and Sir

Francis Tanfield, to whom, with forty asso-

ciates, a patent was then granted, styling them,

" The Treasurer and Company of Adventurers

and Planters of the Citie of London and Bris-

tol, for the Colony and Plantation of New-

foundland/'

Their territory was declared to reach from

Cape Bonavista to Cape St. Mary, and they

were even invested with the royal rights of the

precious metals, and the entire property of the

land, soil, and mines, with vice-regal powers

of the most extended nature; and, in short,

the only important reservation was that the

fisheries should be open to all British subjects,

but all the seas and islands within ten miles of

the coast, from N. L. 46 degrees to 52 degrees,

were declared to be in their dominion.

It is most interesting to trace this adven-

ture. Mr. Guy sailed from Bristol, 1610,

with thi'ee ships and thirty-nine persons, as

f2
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Governor. He settled his little colony at

Mosquito Cove, in Conception Bay, and built

a dwelling and storehouse, with a fortified

enclosure of 120 feet, by 90, in which he

mounted three cannons, and remained there

for two years, during which time he gained

the esteem of the Red Indians.

His letter to his friend, Mr. Slaney, already

quoted, contains, amongst other interesting

matter, an account of the climate, which he

describes as not so cold as that of England
;

that the rivulets had not been frozen during the

depths of winter, and that, unless for about a

fortnight during that season, the settlers could

travel to 2:reat distances.

Guy left his colony in charge of William

Colston, who also describes the country, but

not so favourably, as six of the settlers died

out of twenty-five, who had been seized with

scurvy.

Guy went back in the summer of 1612,

and by his activity soon arranged matters,

and the sick had recovered, by using turnips.*

* This is the first agricultural notice of the capa-

bility of the soil, which is well fitted for the cultivation

of that root.
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He undertook a survey of the coast, and met

with two canoes of the Eed Indians; but

after this adventure, we hear little more of

him, as he abandoned his design, and the

settlement, wanting his presence, soon lan-

guished.



CHAPTER II.

HISTORY FROM FIRST ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT

DOWN TO 1842.

We now approach more lucid ground, having

before us a copy of " A Discourse and Dis-

covery OF New-found-land, with many

reasons to proove how worthy and beneficiall

a plantation may there be made after a far

better manner than now it is. Together with

the laying open of certaine enormities and

abuses committed by some that trade to that

countrey, and the meanes laid downe for

reformation thereof. Written by Captaine

Eichard Whitbourne, of Exmouth, in the

county of Deuon, and published by authority.

As also an imitation, and likewise certaine let-

ters from that countrey, which are printed in

the latter part of this booke. Imprinted by

Felix Kingston, 1622." Small 4to; and dedi-

cated to James I.
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Few histories have been so cut up as this

precious remnant of that of Newfoundland, and

in my opinion great injustice has been done

to it, inasmuch as, being now a very scarce

work, most of its critics have taken a great

deal upon credit. It shall, however, speak for

itself; its importance being manifest, as taking

the lead of all the treatises upon the country,

it being the first complete one extant.

King James thought so highly of it that he

issued the following order in Council, at Theo-

balds, on the 12th of April, 1622 :
" With the

copy of a Eeference made from the King's Most

Excellent Majestic, for recommending Cap-

tain Whitbourne's Discourse concerning New-

foundland, so as the same may be distributed

to the several parishes of this kingdom, for the

encouragement of adventui'ers unto plantation

there. As also a letter from the Eight

Honourable the Lords of the Council to the

Most Eeverened Fathers the Lords Archbishops

of Canterbury and Yorke. Dat. Whitehall,

the last day of June, 1622, with a list of the

names of some who have undertaken to helpe

and advance his Majesties plantation in the

New-found-land: with extracts of certain

letters written from the Governor, Capt Ed-
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ward Winne to Sir George Calvert, his Ma-

jestie's Secretary of State, and others, in

this yeare 1622." 4to. 1622; and in Purchas,

vol. v., p. 1189.

Whitbourne appears to have been a most

persevering and painstaking mariner, and, ac-

cording to his own statement, had been tho-

roughly initiated into the mysteries of his

craft. He was employed in a ship of his ovm

against the Spanish Armada in 1588, and as

early as 1578, he had been in Trinity Har-

bour, Newfoundland, where he obtained peltry

and fish in great quantities.

In 1583, Whitbourne describes his meeting

with Sir Humphrey Gilbert at St. John's, this

being on the second voyage to Newfoundland

of Whitbourne. He made a third in 1585,

and then met in the same harbour with Sir Ber-

nard Drake, who had been sent from England

with a fleet and commission from Queen Eliza-

beth, to assert her Sovereignty, which he

efiectually did by seizing several Portuguese

vessels, and carrying them home as prizes, with

their cargoes of train oil.

In short, Whitbourne appears to have been

almost yearly employed in the trade, and after

mentioning his encounter with the buccaneer
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Easton, in 1612, he relates an interview with

Sir Henry Mainwaring and his fleet, in 1614,

to whom he appears to have been very useful.

It was at this period that England seems

to have awakened from the trance into which

she had fallen respecting the importance of

colonization in the New World, to Avhich Sir

Humfrey Gilbert had so gallantly led the way.

In 1615, Whitbourne was sent to Newfound-

land with a commission from the Admiralty

of England, to establish order among the

boisterous fishermen, and to correct the great

abuses which then subsisted among them.

One hundred and seventy masters of vessels

submitted their grievances to his jurisdiction,

and he made an attempt to empannel juries in

the harbours most frequented. This may be

considered as the dawn of colonization, and

renders Newfoundland, independently of the

previous discovery, the oldest acknowledged

colony of Britain in the western world.

In 1618, Whitbourne, to whom Newfound-

land is so deeply indebted, again visited it, to

increase a small colony of which he was made

Governor, which had been sent out by Doctor

Vaughan, a Welsh gentleman, in 1616, who

had purchased part of Lord Northampton's
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patent. This settlement was called Cambriol,

and was on that part of the south coast, now

named Little Britain, and was expressly

planned on such a scale as to make agricul-

tural pursuits and the fishery mutually depend

upon each other.

He appears to have returned home in 1622,

and wrote the book we have quoted to induce

settlement ; and upon a careful perusal of that

part of the work of which he is the author,

there seems to be nothing but what may be

fully borne out by present experience. It will

be quoted hereafter.

The next great attempt at colonization was

that undertaken by order of the Secretary of

State to James I., Sir George Calvert, a

Roman Catholic, who was afterwards Lord

Baltimore, and whose latter title has been per-

petuated in the settlement of Maryland.

Sir George, in order to enjoy the unshaclded

exercise of his religion, obtained a grant of the

tract* of the south-eastern coast of Newfound-

land, lying between the Bay of Bulls,f or, as

some accounts say, between Trinity Bay, and

* Anderson on Commerce, vol. i. page 495.

t A corruption of the French words, " Baie des

Boules."
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Cape St. Mary's, or the Bay of Piacentia,*

thus embracing the whole peninsula of Avalon,

in absolute proprietorship.

It is well known that at this epoch crowds

of pilgrims, of sects and of creeds differing

from the Church of England, were pouring

across the Atlantic, and the resting-place for

the Eoman Catholic persecuted was chosen at

Ferryland, and his grant was styled Avalon,

from the ancient name of Glastonbury, where

Christianity was first preached in Britain.

This name has since extended to the whole

peninsula between Conception Bay and the

Bay of Placentia. About the same time,

Carey, Viscount Falkland, then Lord Lieute-

nant of Ireland, established another colony.

Lord Baltimore resided at Ferrylandf for

* In 1622, the ship which Sir William Alexander

sent to colonize Acadia, or Nova Scotia, wintered in

Newfoundland, but returned disappointed, after visit-

ing a few harbours in Nova Scotia.

f This is called Foriland by Whitbourne, and may
be a corruption of Fore Island, which is appliable to

the locality. It is, however, written Ferryland in the

first letter from the governor to Sir George Calvert,

dated July, 1622, which is appended to Whitbourne's

book, and contains extravagances, from which that

author's reputation has suffered.
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several years, and built a large house and a

strong fort on the Isle aux Bois ; but having

obtained another large grant of Maryland, he,

after revisiting England, finally settled there,

and thence arose the now important city of

Baltimore.

We find little subsequently to this period, in

the early annals, to interest the reader respect-

ing the colonists in Newfoundland, excepting

that in twenty years afterwards it was computed

that 350 families were settled in different har-

bours, and that the fishery had grown to vast

importance : so much so indeed that even so

early as 1626, one hundred and fifty vessels were

dispatched from Devonshire alone, and England

began to monopolize the trade of Spain and

Italy. But the pirates or buccaneers and the

French fishermen were very numerous, and the

former harassed the trade very grievously,

whilst the latter began to rival us in the suc-

cessful pursuit of the cod.

The year 1633 is celebrated for a code of

regulations drawn up for the government of

the fisheries.*

* Charles I., through the Star Chamber, directed

these regulations to be carried into effect ; and, amongst

other orders, noticed subsequently in the text, esta-
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111 1635, the eleventli of Charles I., per-

mission was granted to the French to cure

and dry fish in Newfoundland, upon con-

dition of payment of a duty of five per

cent on the produce, which was continued

for forty-one years; and, in 1660, this enter-

prising people founded a colony in Plai-

sance, or Placentia Bay, which they afterwards

long occupied,* and it was admirably chosen,

but which England has since most unaccount-

ably overlooked.

In 1663 the British fishery was fii^st encou-

raged by an entire exemption from tax or

toll.

It will now be necessary to break the thread

of the narrative a little, in order to trace the

successive steps towards the settlement of law

and government.

The colonists found the inefficacy of the

blished the fishing admirals,—the skipper, or master,

of that fishing vessel Avhich first arrived at a station

being thereby made judge, or vice-admiral, for the sea-

son, whence have arisen the terms '* Admiral's beach,"

Admiral, and Vice-admiral, on different parts of the

coasts of Newfoundland. The power of those gene-

rally illiterate men was very great, and very greatly

abused, and was of course not very long tolerated.

* McPherson, vol. ii., pp. 338, 389, 401.
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system of jui'ies attempted by Wliitbourne,

and were disgusted at the tricks and chicanery

of the fishing admii'als, who were fii'st for-

mally appointed by the rules of the Star

Chamber, in 1633; whilst foui' different and

clashing charters had been also granted, in

1578 or 1583 to Sir Humphrey Gilbert; in

1610, to Lord Northampton and others; in

about 1622, to Sir George Calvert; and

in 1628 another to the Marquis of Hamilton,

Sir David Kirk, and others, under pretence

that Lord Baltimore had deserted his settle-

ment; and this last charter had the extra-

ordinary clause added to it, that no person

should presume to plant or inhabit within six

miles of the sea shore between Capes Race and

Bonavista.

These discouraging and afflicting circum-

stances naturally required a remedy, but the

rules of the Star Chamber, in 1633, provided

a bad one ; for that arbitrary tribunal enacted,

that if a person in Newfoundland killed an-

other, or stole to the value of forty shillings,

the offender was to be sent to England, and

placed under the power of the earl marshal,

who could order execution upon the testimony

of two witnesses.
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The Star Chamber also enacted, that no

ballast was to be thrown overboard in the har-

bours ; that no person was to spoil or to deface

any stage, cook-room, or other building ; that

the fishing ship first entering a harbour was

to be admiral therein, and the master to decide

all complaints. Penalties were also named

for frauds, for setting fire to the woods, hin-

dering the fishery, selling strong liquors and

tobacco, non-attendance on service on Sun-

days, etc.

The mayors of Southampton, Weymouth,

and other trading ports, were to notice all

complaints made against those who evaded the

laws by land, and the vice-admirals of Devon-

shire, Cornwall, Southampton, and Dorset,

were competent to try those who offended on

the high seas. The fishing-admirals in each

harbour were to proclaim these laws, and theirs

were the courts of first instance ; whilst the mer-

chants and shipowners engaged in the trade to

Newfoundland, in England, strenuously op-

posed the appointment of any civil permanent

magistrates, or of any governor of the island

;

and their prayer was granted by the Privy

Council.

In 1634, a fifth charter was granted by
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the Star Chamber to " the merchants and

traders of Newfoundland."

In 1635, the council issued a commission to

Jolm Treworgay, a merchant, then in New-

foundland, to *' order affairs there for the best

advantage of the state,'' which was re-issued

in 1650; and another was granted, in 1655,

to Sir David Kirk.

In 1660, Lord Baltimore obtained repos-

session of the province of Avalon ; and, in the

same year, there was a renewal of the mer-

chants' charter granted in 1634, in which a

clause was added, to the effect that no master

or owner of any ships should send any settlers

to Newfoundland.

It now became, in short, a struggle between

the fishing-merchant and the employed, be-

tween those desirous of permanent settlement

and those desirous to discourage it, in order

to keep the fisheries intact; and it would be

an endless task to follow, for many years, the

squabbles and disputes for power which arose,

and the government of Charles I. was too

actively engaged at home in more important

quarrels to take much notice of them.

Notwithstanding, however, the severe diffi-

culties which those who wished to colonize New-
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foundland laboured in during that reign,

during the disturbed but vigorous adminis-

tration of the interregnum, and in the more

peaceful rule of Charles II., the settlements

increased, in spite of the fierce rivalry between

France and England for possession of this El

Dorado of the sea.

"VVe have seen that there were near four hun-

dred English families located in Newfound-

land as early as 1654 ; and that, in 1663, the

fisheries were exempted from tax or toll. In

the long interval which elapsed between the

first struggle of the residents for law and

equity, in 1633,* down to 1728, when a

* I shall merely advert to the state of the country

from 1670 to 1676, owing to a statement of Sir Josiah

Child, the principal merchant connected with the

fisheries in England, who published a pamphlet to

prove that the cod fishery had declined since 1605,

when he stated it employed 205 ships, down to eighty,

in consequence of the resident population employing

boats along the coast, and he urged that if the inha-

bitants were permitted to multiply, they could carry

on the whole fishery, and the nursery of seamen be

destroyed. He therefore very coolly proposed the

remedy of displanting, or in other words, forcibly

preventing settlement. The Lords of Trade and

Plantation accordingly obtained an order that the whole

VOL. I. G
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governor was at length appointed, the island

underwent many convulsions, and we shall

therefore resume the thread of the narrative,

and the order of time, to briefly relate them
;

premising, that during the whole of the period

above noticed, or for nearly ninety years, mis-

rule reared its head, and society was in a

wretched condition, owing to the constant

animosity between the merchant adventurers

and the settlers ; the latter being held still

more in check by the absurd policy of the

parent state, in discountenancing settlement

by every means in its power.

The struggle was not, however, be it re-

membered, so much of a political nature, as it

was one of mere personal interests, and it arose

chiefly from the unlimited discretionary licence

of the illiterate masters of vessels, and from

the constant desire of the resident population

colony should be rooted out, and the land reduced to

a desert. Fortunately, a humane naval officer. Sir

John Berry, was deputed to burn the houses and drive

out the settlers ; and although he reluctantly executed

his orders, he remonstrated against their severity, and

in 1676, Mr. John Downing, a resident, procured aD

order from the king to annul it.
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to appropriate the best ships' rooms^ as the

places for packing and drying the fish in the

harbours were then and are still called.*

Thus we have a long, uninteresting space,

filled with quarrel and complaint, from the

period at which we left ofi* our chronological

arrangement of detail, in 1663, down to 1692,

when an important event in the history of the

island occurred, by Commodore Williams being

sent with a force against Placentia, which he

partially destroyed.

A French fleet, in 1696, twice attacked,

and finally destroyed, the village of St. John's

;

* Although Mr. Downing succeeded in annulling the

cruel order obtained through Sir J. Child's influence,

yet he could not jjrevent the discouragement to settle-

ment ; for, at the same time, it was expressly directed

that no fishing vessel was to be permitted to take out

emigrants, and all persons were forbidden to settle.

Complaints constantly assailed the government, that

these laws were evaded, but in consequence of the

remonstrance of Sir John Berry and others, no fur-

ther rigorous measures were now resorted to, and it

appears that, in 1697, the Board ofTrade recommended

that one thousand persons might be permitted to re-

main, to construct boats, stages for drying the fish, &c.

—Montgomery Martin's British Colonies. Mc Gre-

gor's British America, vol. i., p. ]58.

g2
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and all the British settlements were visited

by Iberville, the French commander, with fire

and sword, excepting those in Bonavista and

Conception Bays—viz., at Bonavista and

Carbonier. where the British settlers resisted

him successfnlly ; whilst an English frigate, in

the Bay of Bulls, was captured by his iieet.

War now raged, with all its horrors, in this

devoted island ; and tlie governments of Eng-

land and of France seemed both determined to

fight to the uttermost for supremacy respect-

ing its possession.

A strong naval armament, with fifteen hun-

dred soldiers on board, under Admiral Neville

and Sir John Gibson, appeared off Newfound-

land, but, OAving to the indecision of the com-

manders, eficcted nothing ; nor was the con-

test decided between tlie rival nations until

the peace of llyswick, in 1698, which restored

all the possessions of each power. Some at-

tempts were now made to modify the jurisdic-

tion of the fishing-admirals, by adding rear

and vice-admirals—or, in other words, the

masters of the second and third fishing vessels

which arrived at a station—to the courts of

almost plenary power hitherto held by the
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former—a method of getting rid of a difficulty

which made the original grievance ten times

worse than it was before.

Peace, either in the fishing harbours of the

island, or in the greater world beyond the At-

lantic, AYas not of long duration. The French

had gradually and wisely extended their colo-

nies in Newfoundland, had seized important

positions, and were therefore better prepared

for aggression than their neighbours, amongst

wliom settlement was still as much discouraged

as ever; and England, instead of having a

hardy native island population to resist or

overwhelm their ambitious and restless neigh-

bours, had to depend on the occasional pre-

sence of ships of war.

In 1702, the famous " war of the succes-

sion" broke out in all its fury, and Queen

Anne immediately despatched a fleet to New-

foundland, under Sir John Leake, who gained

repossession of great part of the island, and

captured nine and twenty French vessels ; and

he returned to England with his prizes before

the winter set in. Admiral Graydon was sent

with afresh fleet, in 1703, but returned with-

out eflectiug his orders.

The French, however, nothing daunted, re-



86 HISTORY FROM FIRST ATTEMPT AT

inforced their already strong port at Placentia,

in 1705,* by five hundred troops'from Canada,

attacked our settlements very successfully, and

attempted to become sole masters of the island,

by attacking the fortified harbour of St. John's,

in which they were, however, unable to efiect

much, although their preparations were well

conducted and formidable ; but they spread

desolation as far north as Bonavista.

In 1706, the British again expelled them

from their recent conquests, and many of their

men of war and fishing vessels were captured.

St. Ovide, the enterprising commander of

the French forces, sm^prised St. John's, in

1708, and destroyed it ; whilst he also con-

quered at every British fishing station except-

ing Carbonier, which, as usual, was gallantly

defended by the fishermen. An expedition

* This year is remarkable for being that in which

the first resident clergyman, or missionary of the

Church of England arrived in Newfoundland, with

the pittance of £50 for his support, and stations to

visit, frequently 200 miles apart. His name was Jack-

son, and he was sent out with many others, who pro-

ceeded to different stations in North America, by the

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign

Parts, which had been incorporated by King William,

in 1701.
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was fitted out, under the orders of Captain

Martin and of Colonel Nicholson, to dispossess

the French under St. Ovide, but it failed in

its main objects ; and for the eight following

years, owing to the magnitude and interest of

the war on the Continent of Europe, England

was unable effectually to turn its attention to

the affairs of Newfoundland. And thus, until

the peace of Utrecht, in 1713, the island was

torn and harassed by petty warfare and depre-

dation, being sometimes in possession of one

power, sometimes in that of the other.

England and France were so impressed with

the vast importance of this island and its

fisheries, both as regards the inexhaustible

wealth of its adjacent seas, and also its being

the key to unlock or close the access to the

Canadas, that strenuous exertions were made

by both powers to assert their rights ; and it

was then thought that the very existence of the

British navy depended upon the school for her

seamen which the bank fishing afforded.

By this celebrated treaty, Newfoundland

and the adjacent islands were declared to be-

long, in exclusive sovereignty, to Great Bri-

tain ; and such was the renown of her splen-

did achievements, that she might, but for
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generosity, have exclusively maintained that

sovereignty. Unfortunately, however, liberty

was granted to the French fishermen to catch

and dry fish on the coast lying between Cape

Bonavista, on the eastern side, and Pointe

Eiche, on the western; or, on two-thirds of the

eastern shores, the whole of the northern, and

one-third of the western in the Gulf of 8t.

Lawrence. They were, however, not to build

or to settle.

The vii^orous war in whicli Endand had

been engaged, and the necessity of overlook-

ing the harsh laws against the British residents,

in consequence of their usefulness experienced

during the Frencli aggressions, had increased

the population of Newfoundland very greatly

during this troubled period, and colonization

was alread}^ making rapid strides under every

disadvantage, whilst the fisheries were carried

on very briskly after the peace, by both French

and Ensclish.

In 1721, the French had 400 ships em-

ployed, and after supplying France with fish,

rivalled us in the Mediterranean and in.

Spanish ports.

The island was now under the nominal ad-

ministration of the Governor of Nova Scotia p
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and still so vexatious were the delesrated

powers of justice, that continued representa-

tions were sent home for establishing it as a

separate colony of Great Britain.

Fortunately for the inhabitants, the naval

officer who commanded on the station, and

was then, and has been since his time, for

more than a centiuy afterwards, the real Go-

vernor of Newfoundland, saw the gross abuses

wdiich existed, and aided by his reports, the

island was separated from its mere nominal

dependence upon the distant sister colony ; and

it was agreed to yield to the prayers of the

settlers, l)y the appointment, from home, of a

civil governor.

Lord Vere Beauclerk, the naval commander

above alluded to, obtained the appointment in

1728, of this, the fii'st governor of Newfound-

land, not, however, for himself, but for a naval

officer, Captain Henry Osborne, of H. M. S.

Squirrel, whose qualifications for the office

must have been considered very great, as the

original intention had been to appoint Lord

Beauclerk, to Avhom, after all, Captain Osborne

was so far responsible, that his lordship, for a

short time, was actually, as the merry sailor

in the Tempest says, " Viceroy over him."
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The fact was, that Lord Beauclerk must have

vacated his seat in parliament by accepting

the government, and he therefore selected an

officer in whose discretion he could confide,

and whose talents he considered, perhaps, quite

equal to those of the lawyers who were origi-

nally named as best fitted to advise him ; whilst

the well-known dislike of a sailor to the gen-

tlemen of the long-robe, perhaps, was a power-

ful inducement to his preference for a sea

captain, instead of a land lawyer, as his deputy.

Be that, however, as it may. Captain Henry

Osborne must have been a person of no com-

mon talents, as he afterwards obtained the

thanks of the House of Commons, and a pen-

sion of 1200/. a-year during his life.

Captain Osborne earned this reward ; for his

was no bed of roses during the whole period of

his government, although, as was the case,

for many years afterwards the governor passed

his winter in England. His conunission re-

quired him to obey such instructions as Lord

Vere Beauclerk should propose to him for his

Majesty's service, and yet it appointed him

Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and

over the island of Newfoundland, the fort and

garrison of Placentia, and all other forts and
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garrisons, erected, or to be erected, in the

said island ; it also gave him authority to ad-

minister the oaths to government officers and

others, to appoint justices of the peace, and

the other necessary ministers of justice ; whilst,

at the same time, it completely tied his hands,

by stating that he was to do nothing contrary

to the statute of 10 and 11 William III., nor

obstruct the powers therein given to the fishing

admirals, or captains of men-of-war ; and even

the justices he was to nominate were required

to aid and assist the commodore on the sta-

tion, the commanders of the king's ship, and

the fishing admirals, in putting into execution

that rigorous statute. He was empowered,

however, to build a prison and court-house,

and aU civil and military officers were to aid

and assist him.

The Deputy-Governorship of Placentia,

which had been a separate command under

Nova-Scotia ever since that place was taken

from the French, was now also declared to be

under Captain Osborne's jurisdiction, and in

case of his death, his successor was to be

Lord Vere Beauclerk's first lieutenant in the

Oxford.

Captain Osborne sailed with Lord Vere,














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































