
THE 
ESKIMO 
MUSEUM 

CHURCHILL, MANITOBA 

Brother Jacques Volant, o.m.i. 
Curator 

The Eskimo Museum, a public 
museum administered by the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Churchill-Hudson Bay, depicts 
the Eskimo way of life 
through it's unique collection 
of Eskimo artifacts. 
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HISTORY OF THE ESKIMO MUSEUM 

While the Eskimo Museum in Churchill may be small by national 
and international standards, it contains close to 4,000 
artifacts. All relate to Eskimo life, past and present. The 
major purpose of the museum is to show how the Eskimo lived 
in the past and how he lives today. To that end, art and 
artifacts, made by the Eskimo people from all over Canada 
during the past 3,000 years, are on display. The museum 
interprets Eskimo life, not art. 

The museum began with a few carvings and artifacts housed in 
a single showcase in Bishop Turquetil's residence in Montreal. 
In 1944 a room in the Catholic mission in Churchill was used. 
In 1948 Brother Jacques Volant, o.m.i. a native of Brittany 
with 20 years experience in the Canadian North, was asked to 
look after the collection. In 1954 the museum had its own 
building and in 1962 the present building was constructed. 
With the support of the other Oblate missionaries in the 
diocese in obtaining artifacts plus a few donations, Brother 
Volant has selected the pieces which are housed in the museun. 

The collection is divided into three categories; one, 
prehistoric art and artifacts; two, historical artifacts and 
pre-World War II trade art objects; three, contemporary 
artifacts or replicas and art objects with ethnographic or 
mythological content. 

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE CANADIAN ESKIMO ( INUIT ) 

Population - approximately 18,000 

The Arctic where the majority of the Canadian Eskimo live is 
often pictured as a flat barren land. While in some areas 
this is true, the landforms are variable. In the western 
Arctic there are flat alluvial lowlands built by the rivers 
and in the eastern Arctic there are glacial-topped mountainous 
islands. 

Since the mid 1950's, the Eskimo have been drawn into settle- 
ments formed around other establishments such as DEW line 
sites, missions, schools, nursing stations, trading companies 
and government offices. The Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development of the Federal Government is today 
responsible for Eskimo Affairs. The Northwest Territories are 
ruled by a Comissioner appointed by the Government of Canada 
and a council. As residents of the N.W.T. the Eskimo are 
eligible to run for council which functions as a fully elected 
and representative body. 

COLLECTIONS FROM 

THE MUSEUM 

1. Archaeological artifacts 
made from stone, bone and 
ivory 
2. Contemporary Eskimo art 
and ethnographic artifacts 
3. Natural history specimens 

INTERPRETING ESKIMO 

LIFE —- NOT ART 

The majority of the artifacts 
in the collection come from 
the area northwest of Hudson 
Bay and on Baffin Island. 
Pieces from the collection 
have been selected to be 
shown as part of national 
travelling exhibits touring 
Europe, the U.S.S.R. and 
the United States. 

Further information may be 
obtained by writing to: 

Brother Jacques Volant, o.m.i. 
Box 10, Churchill 
Manitoba, ROB OEO 
675 -2252 



LE, 
MUSEE 

ESQUIMAU 
CHURCHILL , MANITOBA 

Frere Jacques Volant, o.m.i.. 
Conservateur: 

Le Musée Esquimau, un 
Musée communautaire | 
administré par le diocese 
Catholique de Churchill- 
Baie-d'Hudson, demontre 
la vie Esquimaude par son 
unique collection d'objets. 
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9:00 = 12:00 
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Dimanche 
13:00 - 16:00 
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L’HISTOIRE DU MUSEE ESQUIMAU 

Le Musée Esquimau de Churchill acquis une réputation 
mondiale, et avec justesse en dépit de sa petite taille en 
compariason des musees nationaux et internationaux. La vie 
Esquimaude passee et presente se raconte par la collection 
de 4,000 objets d'art. Cependant, le Musée a pour mandat 
d'interpréter la vie des Esquimaux et non son art. 

Le tout a commencé avec quelques sculptures et artefacts 
exhibés dans une vitrine de la résidence de Mgr. Turquetil 
a@ Montréal. Plus tard on se sert d'une chambre a la 
mission Catholique de Churchill. En 1948, le Frére Jacques 
Volant, o.m.i., natif de la Bretagne, France, prends soin 
de la collection puisqu'il a deja 20 ans d'expérience avec 
le Nord Canadien. Depuis 1954, le Musée a son propre 
batiment et depuis 1962 on reconnait 1'édifice actuel. 
Dans cet nouvel edifice le Frére Volant a rassembler (avec 
sélection) des piéces, parvenus par les Missionnaires 
Oblats de diocése. 

La collection se divise en trois sections: l'art 
prehistorique; objets historique et le marché de l'art de 
l'avant Deuxiéme Guerre Mondiale; objets contemporains et 
objets d'art avec contenu ethnographique ou mythologique. 

QUELQUES FAITS SUR_ L’'ESQUIMAU CANADIAN (INUIT ) 

Population: environs 18,000 

L'Arctique, ou la Plupart des Esquimaux Canadien vivent est 
souvent decrit comme un étendu stérile. Cependant, dans 
certaines régions comme dans 1'Ouest de 1 'Arctique on retrouve 
des plaines alluvialles formées par les rivieres, et dans 
1'Est de l'Arctique s'élévent des isles montagneuses . 

Depuis les annees 1950, les Esquimaux ont été attirés autour 
d'établissements tel que les missions, les stations de radar, 
les écoles, les maisons de santé, compagnies de traite et des 
offices du gouvernement. Les Affaires Esquimaudes se trouvent 
presentement sous la responsabilité du gouvernement fedéral - 
soit des Affaires Indiennes et du Nord. 

COLLECTIONS DU MUSEE 

1. Objets archaeologiques 
fabriques de pierre, d'os et 
d'ivoire 
2. Art contemporain et objets 
ethnographique 
3. Spécimens d'histoire 
naturelle 

INTERPRETATION DE LA 
VIE ESQUIMAUDE 

La majorite des objets de 
la collection viennent de 
la région du Nord-Ouest de 
la Baie d'Hudson et de Isle 
de Baffin. Quelques pieces 
faisant partie d'un expo- 
sition itinérant national 
sont en tournéee aux Etats- 
Unies, en Europe et en 
WW atSiioisiG 

Pour plus amples renseignements 
s'adresser a: 

Frere Jacques Volant, O.M.I1. 
Cee Lon chunchaa 
Manitoba, ROB OEO 
675 -2252 


