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Firft Planting, Progreflive Improvements,

and Prefent State of the BrRiTisu Sete
tlements in NorTH-AMERICA,
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I, Some general Accountof ancient

and modern Colonies, the grant-
ing and fettling of the Britith
Continent and Weft-India Ifland
Colonies, with fome tranfient
Remarks concerning the adjoin-
ing French and Spanifh Settle-
ments, and other Remarks of
various Natures,

IV. The Province of L’Acadie or

Nova Scotia; with the Viciffi-
tudes of the Property and Jue
rifdiction thereof, and its prefeng
State.

V. The feveral Grants of Sagi-

dahock, Province of Main, Mafs
fachufetts-Bay, and New-Ply-
mouth, united by a new Char-
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(i)

THE

AUTHOR

T Q Tdd B

R E A'D E R

HIS Historican SuMMARY con-

E cerning the Britifh continent planta-
tions in North-America, we publifhed in
loofe fheets by way of pamphlet, feuille
volante, or los-blad ; which in their nature
are temporary, and foon loft ; but as it is
generally well received, that it may be
more permanent, we publ lith it in two large
o&avo volumes,

Vol. I. Part I. contains general affairs,
viz. {ome account of ancient and modern
colonies, the firft grants and fettling of ous
continent colonies and Weft-India iflands,

Vor. L A and

. CEESESS—————




(i)
and the adjoining French and Spanifh {et-
tlements, with remarks of various natures.
Vol. I. Part ii. contains, 1. The Hud-
fon’s-bay company’s fettlements, factories
or lodges, and their fur and fkin trade.
2. Newfoundland cod-fifhery. 3. The pro-
vince of Nova-Scotia 3 'the viciffitudes un-
der the Britith and French ' jurifdictions.
4. The feveral grants united by a new char-
ter in the province of Maffachufetts-bay.
Vol. IL. ' concerning' the fundry other
Britifh provinces, colonies, or plantations,
in the continent of North-America, viz.
New-Hampfhire, Rhode-Ifland, Conneéti-
cut, Eaft and Weft Jerfeys, Penfylvania
higher and lower, Maryland, and Virginia.
Throughout are interfperfed {everal mifcel-
lancous aftairs, fuch as the natural hiftory,
the diftempers at times epidemical, and
the endemial difeafes in thefe various cli-
mates, with their paper currencies ; as
alfo fome addenda and corrigenda, parti-
cularly, if, by hiftorical freedoms wufed,
any juft offence (humanum eft errare) is
given to perfon or perfons, it fhall be can-
didly re&ified.
The
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The writer, with candour, acknowledges
that in the affair of commedore Knowles's
imprefs in the harbour of Bofton, Nov.
1747, there was fomewhat of pa’Tomte
warmth and indiferetion, - merely in affec-
tion to Bofton, and country of New-i‘ng-
land, his altera patria; but not with ran~
cour or malice, having no perfonal ac-
quaintance nor dealings with Mr. Knowles;
therefore from common fame, he (as hifto-
rians do) only narrates his peculiar temper,
his feverity in difcipline, and not {fo much
regard as fome other fea commanders have
for. the mercantile-intereft, by imprefling
their men, when he thought the publick
fervice reqmred it's his ge nual courage as
a fea officer is not unﬂZ]OIlLU ; the infinua-
tion concerning his perfonal courage; has
been conftrued amifs; the refufing pal-
{ionate challenges: from private mafters of
merchant thips; whofe- men he had im-
prefled,, which perhaps might deprive the
nation of his fervice, is no flur.

The writer declares that he had no other
intention; than by fetting the affair in a
flrong light, to contribute towards extend-

A 2 ing




(iv)
ing to the continent colonies, particu]arly
to l\::w England, a late a& of par liament
acainft H‘I'I'hc"ui')ﬂ of Lulms in thc. iugar
Welt-India iflands. Therefore as this afs
fair was temporary, of no ufe, and ma

give offence, it is {upprefled in the prefent
publication of this firlt volume of the Sum-~
mary. Admiral Knowles, fince he failed
from Bofton, has been happy in {uccefsful
expeditions, particularly in reducing the
fort of Port-Louis of Hifpaniola, and in
beating a fuperior Spanifh fquadron off the
Havannah ; he has been in a courfe of pre=
ferments ; and profperous as to his private
fortune,

WiLriam DougLass,
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A

S UMMARY,

HistoricaL and PoLiTICAL,
OF

The firft planting, progreffive improvements, and
prefent ftate of the Britifh fettlements in NorRTH-
AMERICA ; with fome tranfient accounts of the
bordering French and Spanifh fettlements,

S diftance of place does equally or rather more
A admit of latitude, for imperfeét, erroneous, and

romantic accounts of affairs than diftance of
time; the author, after thirty years refidence in thefe
colonies, and correfpondence with fome inquifitive
gentlemen of the feveral governments, does generoufly
offer to the public the following colleétion, done with
fome expenfe of time borrowed from the bufinefs of his
profeffion, and hours of relaxation; without any mer-
cenary, fordid, feribbling view of profit, or oftentation
of more knowledge in thefe things than fome of his
neighbours, but to contribute towards a folid certain
foundation for the hiftories of thefe countries in times to
come. The people in Europe (the public boards not
excepted) have a very indiftinét notion of thefe fettle-
ments, and the American fettlers are too indolent, to

acquaint themfelves with the ftate of their neighbouring
colonies,

Vour. L E Defcriptions
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Defcriptions and bare relations, although accurate and
inftruétive, to many readers are infipid and tedious;
thercfore a little feafoning is fometimes ufed ; wherea
mica [alis occurs, it may not be difagreable it i not
dcﬁghud with any malicious invidious view. For the
{ame reafon, a fmall digreffion, but not impertinent to
the fubje&, is now and then made ule of ; as alfo fome
fhort illuftrations.

SECT. I
Concerning the boundaries between the Britith and
French fettlements in NORTH-AMERICA.

S a treaty of peace feems to be upon the anvil in

Europe between Great-Britain and France; the
fubjet-matter of this fetion, is to propofe a fcheme
(the more propofals or projections, the more choice) to-
wards determining and fettling the territorial limits, and
thofe of an exclufive Indian trade, between Great-Britain
and France in North-America. . The Icheme muft be
fhort, elfe it will not be attended to, and therefore requires
fome previous elucidations, and fome fhort anticipating
accounts of things.

Our principal intereft is to rival the French and Dutch
in their trade and navigation, without diftinétion or pat-
tiality to cither. In this prefent war, the French court
feems to neglect their colonies, trade, and navigation, the
principal care of their late good and great minifter Car-
dinal de Fleurys and run into their former romantic
humour of land-conquefts, This is the opportunity to
take the adyantage of their inattention, more efpecially
with regard to North-America, our prefent fubjeét.

The French are the common nufance and difturbers
of Europe, and will, in a thort time, become the fame in
America, if not mutilated at home, and in America

fenced off from us by ditches and walls, that is, by great

rivers
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rivers and impracticable mountains. - They are a nu-
merous, powerful, rich, and polite nation, they have the
advantage of us in three grand articles.

1. Their government is abfolutely monarchical; tax
at pleafure; not accountable for monies expended in
= ecret fervices (in Great-Britain, the article for fecret fer=
vices in the civil lift, is fmall, and when the parliament
allows any fum extraordinary for that ufe, it occafions a
—  grumbling both within and without doors.) In this they

kave the advantage of us, well knowing, that not only

private perfons, but minifters of ftate, generals, admi;als,
i, ¢ven fovereigns may be bought or bribed ; the late E, of
~ Or—d, the grand mafter of corruption, when he gave
himfelf the loofe, at times declared, ¢ That there was no
“ private perfon or community, but what might be cor-
¢ rupted, provided their price could be complied with.”
It therefore becomes the reprefentatives of Great-Britain,
narrowly to infpeét into the condut of their minifters,
and other great officers in truft, efpecially in making
treaties with France. The infamous treaty of Utrecht,
1713, was procured by the French court bribing our cor-

wi  rupted adminiftration ; that part of it relating to the Bri-
ma  tith northern American colonies will in time be their ruin,
¢ ifnot rectified and explained. 2. By cuftom time out of

mind, they are above, and do upon all occafions difpenfe
with, the principles of honefty and honour ; fuperiority
and power is their only rule, as Louis XIV modeftly ex-
prefled it, in the device upon his canon, ratio ultima Fegum:
they occafionally make dupes of the other princes in Eu-
rope ; their promifes and faith are by them ufed only as a

me  fortof fcaffolding, which, when the ftructure is finithed,
wy  or project effetted, they drop; in all public treaties
i they are gens de mauvaife foy.  ‘This may feem an unman-
4 nerly national refletion ; but, at this time, it conld not

wt  be avoided, confidering their perfidioufly exciting a re=
iz bellion in Great-Britain, contrary to their folemn acknow-

g ledgment and guarantee of the Hamover fucceffion, by in-
yg  citing the Highlanders to rapine and killing of their
i 2 country-
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countrymen 5 their re-fortifying of Dunkirk in time of
peace ; their violating of their guarantee of the pragma-
tic fanftion, concerning the Auitrian fucceflion, by 1nvas
fion of Germany. 3. The greateflt and moft efiential
real article is, the largene(s of their dominions in the beft
country of Europe, and thereby are become an over-
match for their neighbours, and more capable of fwarm-
ing into their colonies than we are. In order to preferve
a balance in Europe, they ought to be curtailed or dif-
membred there, which will effectually, at the fame time,
prevent their too great growth in America.

Louifbourg being now in our pofleffion, there can be
no great difficulty 10 reducing of Canada: at prefent it
is not populous (perhaps not exceeding 12,000 men ¢a-
pable of marching) neicher is it compact (from the mouth
of St. Laurence river to its rife from lake Ontario, at
fort Frontenac, are about 8co miles;) and the French
(without a pun) are like cocks which fight beft upon
their own dunghill: witnefs, their late behaviour in
Germany, in Italy, their late poltronnerie in Cape-Breton,
and at fea.  Flanders is their own dunghill, and perhaps
for politic reafons, the allies allow them to over-run it,
it will be to them a chargeable poffeffion, and a diminu-
tion of their army in garrifoning of fo many towns:
thus by giving them fcope, they may run themfelves out
of breath, that is, out of men and money, and become an
caly prey.

Cape-Breton iflands and Canada being reduced, would
be to us-an immenfe advantage, viz, the monopolyof all
the American fith, fur, and fkins trade, provided thele
acquifitions could be annexed to Great-Britain, as alaft-
ing pofleflion: but unlefs in the prefent treaty we could
abiolutely give the law to France, and perfuade the other
powers of Europe to allow us this monopoly, we {hould
to no purpofe, incur (if not reimburfed from home) an
inextricable expenfe or debr, and by extending or ftretch-
ing our colonies, render them more flender and weak;
we are not capable of fettling inland countries in a fhort

time,
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time, our European dominions cannot allow or fpare
people fufficient for that purpofe. The Pheenicians,
Greeks, Venetians, Genoele, &F¢. formerly had many
factories and colonies in fundry places, but for want of
people {ufficient to maintain thefe poffeffions, they foon
vanithed. It is true, the Dutch, an amphibious man-
animal, though a fmall people, maintain their ground in
their colonies : but we may obferve, they never run their
fertlements far from their natural and trading clement,
the water.

Formerly priority of difcovery was reckoned a proper
claim. The Cabots coafted North- America (they were
in Canada river) in the end of the fifteenth century.
Secretary Walfingham, being informed of an opening
wefterly, north of North-Virginia (Nova Scotia and New
England were foon after called North-Virginia) anno
1583, fent out veflels upon the dilcovery ; they failed up
the river of St. Laurence, took poffeffion of ' Canada,
and fettled fome trade there. In Queen Anne’s mani-
fefto, difperfed in Canada, anno 1711, when the expe-
dition for the reduétion of it, was on foot, it is faid,
¢ That Canada belonged to the Englith by priority of
“¢ difcovery, and what the French pofieffed there was by
“ grants from the Englith, and confequently held itonly
““ as a fief, therefore where the poffefiofs turn enemy, it
“ reverts.”  Quebec was taken by fome private Englilh
adventurers, anno 1629. It was given up by treaty to
the French, 1632.

Afterwards in place of prior difcovery, pre-emption
of the Indian natives, and occupancy, was deemed a
more juft and equitable ticle. In cale of a war, if any
conqueft happened, upon a peace, an wti poffidetis (as is
the praétice with the Turks and other Afiatics) was the
right: but at prefent in Europe, amongit the civilized
and polite nations, at the conclufion of a war, the bafis
of the treaty, is former treaties (reckoned folemn bar-
gains, indentures, or jus gentium) equivalents in moncy,
abfolute ceffion, or exchange of territories, for dan

B 3 received,
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received, or fuppofed to be received, articles of formes
treaties, explained and refified, as in our prefent cafe
the treaty of Utrecht, 1713, feems to require.

By treaty of peace and neutrality for America, anng
1656, Nov, 6, 16, between Great-Britain and France;
in one another’s diftricts they are not to trade, fifh, or
harbour (except in cafes of diftrefs to repair, wood, and
water) but iniquitoufly by the treaty of Utrecht, oug
corrupt adminiftration granted to the French the liberty
of catching and curing of fifh in the moft advantageous
places, ¢ On that part of Newfoundland from Cape-
“¢ Bonavifta to the northermoft part of the ifland, and
 from thence running down by the weftern fide to
*¢ Point-Riche:™ " there cod-fith are fo plenty, and fall
in fo near the fhore, that the French fifhermen, without
the charge or trouble of hook and line, catch them bya
kind of grapling, as our privateers difcovered when they
made prizes of feveral French fifh-traders in the fummer,
1744, in the northern harbours of Newfoundland: by
this unaccountable conceffion, the French had already
the better of us in the fithery trade, and, in a few years
more, would have fupplied all the markets in Europe,
and by underfelling, entirely excluded us from the Cod-
filhery, which is more beneficial and eafier wrought than
the Spanifh mines of Mexico and Peru.

It would be a vaft advantage to our trade and navi
gation, if, by the enfuing congrefs for a general peace,
we could obtain the monopoly of the North-America
Cod-fifhery ; there are precedents of monopolies allowed
amongft fovereign princes : the Dutch have engroffed
the ipice-trade (pepper excepted) of the Eaft-Indies.
But if the French are flill to be allowed fome fhare in
this fifhery, let them cure their fith upon the iflands of
the gulph of St. Laurence, and upon the S. E, fhore of
Lerra de Labaradore near the ftraights of Belle Ifle.

By the faid treaty of Utrecht, our corrupted court
gave up to the French the ifland of Cape-Breton, and
the other iflands in the gulph of St. Laurence, with this

pernicious
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pernicious claufe, liberty 1o fortify. Accordingly in Cape-
Breton, or L’Ifle Royale, was erected the fortrels of
Louifbourg, the North-American Dunkirk, to annoy
our American navigation and trade ; but, by good luck,
it is lately fallen into our pofleffion: as the people of
New-England, from their abundant leyalty to the crown,
and zeal for the Britifh intereft, were the firft projectors
and principal promoters of this moft valuable acqui-
fition; if it 1 confirmed to us by a fubfequent peace, it
may prove a kind of monopoly of the Cod-fithery. New-
England deferves not only a plenary reimburlement,
but alfo fome peculiar favour or bounty from the parlia-
ment of Great-Britain ; having, upon this occafion, in-
volved themfelves deeply in debt, and loft many of shejr
beft labouring men, pot by the enemy, but by an ill-
conditioned putrid or hofpital fever and flux. The high
encomiums of our militia ought not to give any umbrage
of jealoufy to the Britifh government or mother-country,
that, in cafe of any general difcontent here, concurring
with a Dutch or French (maritime powers) war, they may
caft themfelves into the arms of the French or Dutch ; and
occafion fome difficulty, for a Britith fquadron and arma-
ment, to reduce them to reafon. The people here are fo
loyal to the crown, and fo affectionate to their mother-
country, that this cannot be fuppofed. It is true, the
King and council of Great-Britain lately feem to be of
opinion, that the colony of Maflachufetts-Bay, with re-
gard to the neighbouring colonies, is too large, and have
accordingly curtailed it, by annexing a large part of it to
the inconfiderable government of New-Hampfhire, and
fome part of it to the {mall colony of Rhode-Ifland ; as
we have never fettled our line with New-York govern-

ment, we are told they defign to put in for a fhare.
Cape-Breton and the other iflands of the bay of St.
Laurence, before the peace of Utrecht, were in our pof-
{effion, as belonging to M. Subercafle’s commiffion, in
which he is called governor of 1.’Acadie and Cape-
Breton iflands, Heg was the French governor when we
B 4 reduced
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reduced that country 17103 but by the peace thefe
iflands were given to the French in exchange for the
fortrefs (no fettlement) of Placentia: while the peace
was negociating, Mr. More, of the board of trade and
plantations, was fo barefacedly corrupt, when the im.
portance of Cape-Breton was reprefented, he anfwered,
Muft the French then have nothing ?

By the treaty of Utrecht, the Canada or Freach line
with Hudfon’s-Bay company or Great-Britain, was afs
certained, viz. from a certain promontory upon the at-
lantic ocean in N, lat. 58 deg. 30 min. to run S, W,
to lake Miftafin (which communicates, by Indian water-
carriage, by P. Rupert’s river with Hudfon’s-Bay, and
by Seguany river, with St. Laurence river at the port
of Tadoufac, thirty leagues below Quebec) and from
thence continued fll S. W. to N, lat. 49 deg. and
from thence due weft indefinitely ; this weft line takes
in the northern parts of the upper-lake, large as the
Cafpian fea in Afia, one of the North-America five great
Yakes, or inland feas. By this conceflion we gave the
French a fea-line {kirt of Terra de Labaradore (by au-
thors who write in Latin, called Terra Laberatoris, or
Nova Britanpia) the better to accommodate their fithery :
whereas, if the Britifh intereft had been in view, the
welt line or parallel of 49 D. N. lat. ought to have
been continued eaft to a little above the mouth of St.
Laurence or Canada river,

By the faid treaty, the French were not to fith within
thirty leagues of Nova-Scotia to the eaftward, beginning
at the ifland of Sable ; its fouth fide lies in 43D. 55 M.
N. lat. and from thence ina S. W. line indefinitely :
N. B. There is no Cod-fithery to the fouthward of N.
lat. 41 D. " Salmon, {melts, and fome other north cli-
mate fifh are under the fame reftriction: to the well-
ward of this line was @ mare claufum.

In the peace of Utrecht it was omitted to fettle a line

between our colonies and thofe of France, called com-
monly Canada, and :\'f;ﬂ][!]i.pi, of NC’.‘\-’—FIR]‘JCC, and

Louifliana,
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Louifiana, fiom north to fouth; and the line eat and
welt ‘between Carolina or Georgia, and the Spanifh
Cape Florida ¢laims.  In the propofed negociation for 2
peace, it would be much for the eafe and quiet of all
parties to have the fame fettled.

The natural and moft effeétual boundaries of coun.
tries or territories feem to be large rivers, as the up-
per Rhine divides the French acquifitions from fun-
dry German fovereignties ; and mountains impractica-
ble, as the Pyrenean mountains, in general, divide France
from Spain, the Dafforne hills divide Sweden from
Norway, the Carpach, or Carpathian mountains, divide
Poland from Hungary and Tranfylvania. The great
river of St. Laurence, the lakes Ontario and Erie, and
the Apalachian mountains mayanfwer the intended Britifh
and French boundary, without any advantage or ac-
quifition, difadvantage or lofs on either fide; but merely
for peace and good neighbourhood.

The French fur-trade, and their fettlements, are al-
moft entirely northward of St. Laurence river: let us
take a carfory view of the fouthern or Britith fide of
this great river, and of the lakes Ontario and Frie, and
of the Apalachian mountains, or blue hills: all the ad-
vantage the French can have, by Indians in their intereft,
or fmall fettlements fouth of St. Laurence, is onl
upon occafion to diftrefs their neighbours, the Bn'tif{:
in Nova-Scotia, New-England, and New-York.

From Cape Rofiers, at the fouthern fide of the mouth
of the river St. Laurence, in N. Lat. 50 D. 30 M.
to La Rivier¢ puante, or the Indian tribe, called the
miffion of Befancourt, over-againft Les Trois Rivieres,
are about 400 miles; the barrennefs of the foil; im-
practicablenefs of the mountains, which lie but a fmall
way fouth of the great river; the rapidity of the thort
rivers or runs of water from thefe mountains 3 renders
the country unhofpitable, efpecially there being no pro-
per water-carriage for Indian canoés. Here are no Indian
tribe-fettlements, and, as if in 2 delert, no human

]\l.\d
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kind to be met with, only a very few Indian travels
lers, In Maflfachufett’s new charter, anno 1661, the
claim 1s kept up in its extent, by exprels w:ords, ¢ 5a
¢ the oulf of St. Laurence, and Canada rivers.” By
our laft rreaty with the French, which was that of
Utrecht, 171._3,., 1.’Acadie, or Nova Scotia, was con+
firmed to us ; the French commiffion to their laft go-
vernor Subercafle, was from Cape Rofiers to Quenebge
river 3 this river lies nearly in the fame meridian with
Quebec, and the head of it not above fifty or fixty miles
diftant from Quebec, the metropolis of Canada, or New
France. (The mouth of Sagadahoc or Quenebec river,
ties nearly in 44 D. N. Lat.) Quebec, according to
M. De I'lfie’s accurate obfervations, lies in 46 D, z5
M. N. Lat. Frem the entrance of Sagadohoc to Nor-
ridgwag (the head quarters, on Quenebec river, of a
confiderable tribe of the Abnequie Indian nation, our
fubjetts, or dependants) are not exceeding 100 miles;
thence up Quenebec river, almoft due North, fo far as
Indian canoes with paddles and fetting poles can proceed,
about feventy miles ; thefe 170 miles, allowing for the
meanders, or crooked turnings of the river, may be
computed at two degrees of latitude ; remains about fixty
miles only, to (,@cﬁec,hiliy bad travelling. The Nor-
ridgwag Indians road to Canada is up to the head of
Quenebéc river, and thence, by feveral lakes and carry-
ing-places, to the river La Chaudierie very rapid, which
falls into St. Laurence river about four or five leagues
above Quebec: their beft but longeft travelling road is
from Quenebec river to Conneéticut Triver, up Con-
nefticut river, and thence to the river St. Frangols,
which falls into St. Laurence river, about four or five
leagties above Les Trois Rivieres.

o render it evident, that we do not intend to proje&
any large extenfion of territories inland, we fhall pro-
ceed to enumerate fome more extents in fundry places
of the projected line. From Saratogoa, a confiderable
ritith fettlement in the crook elbow and long falls of
Hudfon’s
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Hudfon’s river, the carrying-place, to Wood-creek, are
twelve or fifteen miles, according to the wet or dry fea-
fons; thence about thirty miles to the Verdronken Lan-
den, or drowned over-flowed flooded landsy thence
fifty miles to Crown-Point, a pafs near the entrance of
lake Champlain (Crown-Point is not well exprefled in
Englifh, the proper name is Scalp-Point, from fome
Indian battle which happened there, and many Scalps
carried off; it is better exprefled in French, Point
Chevelure, and in Dutch, Kruyn Punt;) from Crown-
Point 100 miles to fort Chamblaijs, at the falls of Cham-
blais river, near its outlet from the lake ; thence five or
fix leagues to Montreal, the fecond good town of Ca-
nada ; in all 210 miles from the New-York fettlement of
Saratogoa.

This Crown-Point, not much exceeding 100 miles
from Montreal, is to this day, with the adjoining coun-
try, called the Dutch fide of the lake Champlain or
Corlaer (a Dutchman of confequence who was drowned
there in a ftorm). We are forry that the levies of
the feveral Northern colonies, did not proceed in the
intended expedition againft the fort of Crown-point;
fuccefs or not, it would have made fome noife in Europe,
and naturally have led the congrefs to fettle the line or
boundaries,

We have a fort and conftant garrifon of regular troops
at Ofwego N. Lat. 43 d. 20 m. near the mouth
of Onondagas river, on the South fide of the lake
Ontario or Cataraquie; in the proper feafons, here is
kept a fair for the Indian trade ; Indians of above twenty
different nations have been obferved here at a time, the
greateft part of the trade between Canada, and the In-
dians of the great lakes, and fome “branches of the
Mifliffippi, pafs near this fort, the neareft and fafeft way
of carrying goods upon this lake, being along the fouth
fide of it. The diftance from Albany to Ofwego fort is
about zoo miles Weft, and many good farms or fettle-
ments in the way,

The
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“The Apalachian mountains or great blue hills (land
much elevated in. the air, viewed at a confiderable dif=
tance, appears of a fky colour) are only 200 to 300
miles diffant from the fealine of Virginia, Carolinas, and
Georgia ; the Britith people, ;m_d {fome naturalized Ger-
mang, have made fome good fettlements at the foot of
the eaft fide of thefe mountains, the wafh of the hills
rendering the foil very rich. This chain of mountains,
is not paffable but in very few places wich pack-horfes;
it runs from. the Sennekas cotintry near the lake Erie)
almoft due fouth to the bay of Apalachia, in the gulph of
Mexico. Sundry deeds from the Indians to the pro-
prietors of the Carolinas do exprefly mention this grcat
ridge of mountains asa W. and N. W. line or boundary.

The Cuikesaw and upper CHERAKEE nations reach
from the weft fide of thefe mounrains to the great river
Miffiffipi ; at prefent, and for many years paft, their trade
is, and has been, with the Virginia and Carolina Indian
traders, who keep confiderable ftores among thefe na-
tions. ,'We have many trading houfes and ftores all
along the eaft fide of thefe hills, and all the Indians who
live there are our faft friends and traders, exclufive of
any other European nation. The Sennekas, Chouwans,
the old Tufcaroras, Cuttumbas, the lower- and middle
Cherakee nations. All our long rivers reach thofe
mountains, viz. Potomack, and James rivers in Mary-
land, and Virginia, Maratoke, alias Raonoak river,
Pemlico river, Neufe river, and a branch of Cape Fear
river in North-Carolina, Peddie river, the middle branch
of Wineaa in South-Carolina, and the Savanna river of
Georgia,

The propofed line cannot be of any great detriment
to the French colony of Canada; they have little or no
fur-trade fouth of the river of St. Laurence, and not
exceeding 280 friend Indian fighting men, viz. The
miffion of Belancourt, over-againft Les Trois Rivieres
forty men; on La Riviere Puante, the miffion of St.
Frangois on the river of the fame name, about four or

five
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five leagues higher, 160 men;, thefe two, tribes are of
the Abnaquie nation, and therefore naturally belong to
the New-England Indians; above Montreal there are
about eighty men called Kahnuagus, or praying Indiansg
idle fellows, who run about the ftreets of Montreal, beg-
ging with their chaplets or beads ; they are runaways
trom our Mohawk Indians.

As to our boundary with the Spaniard fouth of Geor-
gia, which a few years fince occafioned confiderable dif-
putes, and the ftationing of a regiment (Col. Oglethorp’s)
of regular troops; we may obferve, that {oon after the
reftoration, the crown granted the colony of Carolina ta
certain proprietors, extending fo far fouth as 29 D. N,
Lat. (this included St. Auguitine, in the latitude of the
bottom of the bay of Apalachia; and by the treaties of
1667 and 1670, feems confirmed to us.) St, Auguitine
is a barred place, no harbour for vefiels, excepting fmall
craft, and feems of no other advantage to the Spaniard,
but in time of war to annoy our navigation in thefe parts,
and to difturb our adjoining colonies by exciting the
Creek Indrans in their neighbourhood to rapine, as was
the cale, anno 1715. ‘They improve no territory.
The Florida Neck, or Tongue, fouthward is a barren
foil, not worth contending for. This Florida Shore ap-
pears to be of no great benefit to Spain, but would be
of confiderable advantage to Great-Britain, for the tran-
quillity of our colonies in that neighbourhood.

A [theme towards [ettling the boundaries betwween the Britifh
and French colonies of NorTH-AMERICA, and for the
better regulation of their trade.

IT is further agreed and concluded, that the bounda-
ries between the Britith Hudlon’s-Bay company, and
the French colony of Canada, fhall remain as fetcled by
the peace of Utrecht, 1713, That in conformity to the
treatyof peace and neutrality for the Englith and French
colonies in America, anno 1686, French veflels fhall

I not
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not enter any of the harbours of Newfuundlanq ( except:
ing in cafes of diftrefs) fhall not trade or cu::l fith Li}ere,
neither fhall they fifh within—leagues of the fame.
That the exclufive fithing-line on the coaits Qf Nova
Scotia and New-England, fhall begin at the foutherly
entrance of the gut of Canfo, and run a diréct courfe to
the ifland of Sable, comprehending all the banks of the
faidifland ; and fromthence to run fouth-weft indefinitely,
That the inland line fhall begin at Cape Rofiers, the
mouth of the river St. Laurence ; up the faid river, and
Catarequia river tothe lake Cataraquie or Ontario; along
the faid lake and its communication with lake Erie;
along lake Erie fo far as the Sennekas country extends;
and trom this termination, the neareft courfe, or diftance,
to the Apalachian mountains; and along the ridge of
the faid mountains to the bay of Apalachiein the gulph of
Mexica 3 St. Auguftine and the promontory of Florida
included. That the iflands in the gulph and river of
St. Laurence fhall belong to the French, but the navi-
gation of the faid gulph, river, and lakes, fhall be free to
both parties, That the French fhall not fet up lodges,
trading-houfes, or factories, nor travel with goods, in the
Britifh American territories; neither fhall the Britith fub-
Jeéts, in French American territories ; penalty, confifca-
tion of goods: but the Indians fhall have a free paffage,
with their fkins and furs, and return of goods for the
fame, indifferently, to a market, in both territories.
That the trade with the Chikefaw and Cherokee Indian
nations (although weft of the Apalachian mountains) as
being of many years continuance, fhall continue with the
Britith fubjeéts exclufively.

N. B. This Seftion would have more naturally con-
cluded, than begun the Effay; but as it may be fup-
pofed that a negociation for peace between Great-Britain
and France is now on foot in Europe, it was judged
feafonable, and advifable not to poftpone it.

We fhall now reduce the Hiftory of Britifh North-
America under the following heads :

4 SECT.
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Szer. I. A {cheme for boundaries between the Britith
and French colonies in NorTa-AMERICA, and for re-
gularing their exclufive trade.

[I. Some general and fhort account of the Spanifh,
Englifh, French, and Dutch difcoveries, fettlements, and
claims in America.

I11. Concerning the Indian nations and tribes, inter-
mixed with, under the proteélion of, or in alliance with,
Great-Britain: as alfo fome imperfeét hints of thofg
called the French Indians.

IV. Some remarks in relation to the general Britifh
conftitution of their colonies; in order to render the ac-
counts of the feveral provinces more fuccinét.

V. Hunson’s-Bay company ; their trading lodges,
forts, and factories; their boundaries with Canada, as
fettled by the treaty of Utrecht, anno 1713.

VI. Newrounpraxp fithery; it is not colonized.

VII. Nova ScoTia, appointed to be colonized in go-
vernor Philips’s inftructions, but hitherto negleted ; and
may be faid (the garrifon of Annapolis excepted) to be
as much a French colony as before its reduétion ; toge-
ther with fome fhort account of the iflands in the gulph
of St. Laurence, formerly included in the government
L.’ Accadie, or Nova Scotia, but given to France by the
treaty of Utrecht, and lately reduced to fubjeétion of the
crown, I wifhi I could fay annexed to the dominions of
Great-Britain.

VIII. MassacuuserTs-Bay. In the extent of their
new charter, anno 1691, comprehending Old Maffachu-
fetts-Bay colony, Plymouth {éttlement, Province of
Main; and the jurifdiction, but not the abfolute pro-
perty of duke of York’s grant from Quenebec river to
river St. Croix in the Bay of Fundy, commonly called
Sagadahoc,

IX. New Hampsairr, including the northern fettle-
ments of Maffachufetts-Bay, lately adjudged to the
crown, and annexed to that province.

X. Ruope-
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X. Ruope-IsLanp, including a part of Plymouth
late colony, lately adjudged to Rhode-Ifland colony.

XI. ConnEcTiCUT, according to the boundanes_ e
fpectively fettled, by commilffioners with Maflachuletts-
Bay, New-York, and Rhode-Ifland ; and confirmed by.
the king in council. oty oy

XII. New-Yorg, according to their divifional line
fertled with the proprietors of Eaft-Jerfey, anno 171g,
by commiffioners appointed by the legiflatures of both
provinces, and confirmed by the king in council : and
according to a divifional line, fettled anno 1725, by com-
miflioners from the refpeétive legiflatures of New-York
and Conneéticut colonies, and confirmed by the king and
council : the boundary between Maifachufetts-Bay and
New-York colony we muit defer, as not afcertained;
notwithftanding the New-York commiffioners agreed, ,
that the babts of their fettlements, with Conneticut,
fhould be twenty miles eaft from, and parallel with,
Hudfon’s river; the colony of New-York (as I am in-
formed) infift that Houfatonick, alias Weftenhoek, alias
Stratford river, fhall be the beundary with Maflfachu-
{etts-Bay ; the neutrality in Queen Anne’s war, between
New-York and their Indians, and Canada and their In-
dians, was bounded eafterly by Houfatonick river: fome
of the New-York politicians fay, that their claim extends
to Connedticut river: their line with Pennfylvania is li-
mited by Delaware river, and the parallel of 43 D. N
Lat,: their northern boundary with Canada wants to be
fixed in fome fubfequent treaty.

XIII. The East and West Jerseys, two diftind
grants: the proprietors furrendered the government to
the crown, anno 1702 ¢ being fmall, the crown has united
them under one jurifdition or government.

XIV. Pennsyrvania, Two diftin& governments or
lcgiﬂatu_rcs, but under one governor ; becaufe the pro-
perty of one family.

XV. Maryrano. Lord Baltimore’s property. We
cannot adjuft his line with Penn’s family, as it is not as
yet fettled. XVI. Vir-




4yl
S

it

ek, B

o i

el
s

pmens

(13

i

iy
pis e
AL

Seer, II. in NoRTH-AMERICA. 17

XVI. Vircinra; according to their line lately run
and confirmed with North-Carolina.

XVII. NorTr-CaroLina; according to their late
line with Virginia to the North, and South-Carolina to
the fouthward.

XVIII. Sourn-Carouina. The other government:
the grant of Carolina, being very large, was divided into
two governments.

X1X. Grorcra. An Utopian property and govern=
ment; granted by charter to certain truftees, A fa-
vourite and chargeable colony, but hitherto unprofitable.

5 ECT. 1L

An introdulory flort account ¢f the ancient and mo-
dern navigation, difcoverses, and fettling of colonies,
in North-America, diftinguifbed under the follow-
ing beads or articles.

ArTiciE L

A general view of navigation and colonies in remate times.

I N trade and navigation, as in all other affairs of an-
tiquity, we are not to go too far back; in the very
remote ages, the ancients did much indulge a poetical,
florid, rhetorical, enigmatical, and mythological vein; it
is not pofiible at this diftance of time and place, to dif~
tinguifth between their true and fabulous relations : their
hiftories and all other matters were wrote in verfe, ad-
mitting of many poetical fancies [4].

[a] When we fay, that the moft ancient records are poetical, fabulous,
and allegorical, not to be depended upon for 2 real, {imple, true account
of things ; we muft except our feriptural book of religion, the oracles of
Mofes and the prophets, of CurisT and his apofiles, called, from its

Vov. I C Doublefs,
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Doubtlefs, from time to time, by famine, peftilenee,
4nd fome implacable fword, whele countries have been
depopulated, and confequently their records deftroyed;
we find that we cannot, with any certainty, g0 back ex-
ceeding 2 500 years. From what we may collect, we find
that China, the Faft-Indies, and Arabians, are prior to us
in trade and navigation; at prefent we have much the
advantage of them.

In the revolution of ages, the feveral countries upon
fhe earth have been depopulated by peftilence, famine, or
wars; and afterwards fettled from other countries; thus
the origin of the feveral countries muft be very various
and uncertain. ‘The plains and overflowed lands, called
interval lands in New-England, upon the banks of the
"Tigris and Euphrates in Chaldea, and of the Nile inEgypt,
being very fertile and pleafant, enticed people to {ettle them
in a compact, political, improving manner ; therefore our
firft certain records of things feem to originate there[4].

Among  the aborigines, the Arabians or Saracens
have been time out of mind, and are at prefent the prin-
cipal aboriginal navigators of the Eaft-India feas. The
Arabian Moors or Mahometans, long before we navigated
thefe parts, fent colonies to almoft all their fea coafts and

exccllency, The Bible or Book. Here we find fhips upon the Mediter-
ranean, and merchants upen the Red-fea, as early as the days.of Jacah
and the primitive IGaclites, Gen. xlix. 13, Zebulon fhall duvell at the
bawen of the fea, and be fhall be for a bawen of fhips, and bis border fFailbe
sinta Zidon. Judgesv. 17, Gifead abods beyond Fordan : and wwby did Dat
remain in Jbif * continned on rf?c'_/i'f.r:j}'fm'c',- and abode in bis breache;
the original fignifies in creeks,  Qur tranflation of the bible requires to be
revifed, The Midianites and Ifhmaelites, who bordered upon the Red-
183, were feafaring men and merchants. Gen. xxxvii. 28. Then tho
paffed by Midianites merchant-men.

[¢] The lunar eclipés, noted at Babylon by the ancient Chaldeans,
are of xgm:-.l flandards for the motions of the fun and moon, with their
fcv_ur:d_mcquaiitic:. for all future ages, The Chaldean was formerly the
univ erfal or commercial eaftern I;Lnguagc, as at prefent the Arabian
thc:r,!el:nrnc;l I_:m}:r‘u:";fc, and the Latin the weftern {thool language.
The T.x:?l)al'{a ' the U['per Egypt, for the fuke of navigation, b 0
nl)fcrvc the frars, and from their heliacal rifings and lettings, fore
CarisT 1034 years, they reflified the year from 360 to 305 fays.

iﬂandh
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iflands, and drove the natives up into the mountains,
The Arabians and Egyptians, for many ages, navigated
the Red-fea and Indian-fea. 'We have had Indian fpices
in Furope above 2000 years. Suez, the ancient Arfinoe
in N. L. 30 D, was the barcadier or feaport of Grand
Cairo for the Red-fea, diftant forty or fifty miles. The
Arabian gulph was the moft frequented navigation upon
account of the Ealt-India trade, before the Portuguecze
doubled the Cape of Good-Hope. The Arabians, by
their fitnation upon the Red-fea, drove a great trade be-
tween the Indies and the Egyptians; this wasat that time
the greateft trade of the known world. It is from the
Saracen navigation and colonies, that all Aflia and Africa
(excepting the Tartars, China, Siam, and fome infignifi-
cant Pagans) are of the Mahometan religion : doubtlefs,
for the {ame reafon, all America, in procels of time, will
become Chriftians. . The Arabian navigation was and is
very confiderable, notwithftanding there is not one na-
vigable river in all Arabia. The Saracens and Moors
had feveral colonies. in Europe, they were not totally
drove out of Spain, until anno 1492,

After the Egyptians and Arabians, the ProENTCrANS
became the principal navigators; firft the Sidonians, then
the Tyrians, and afterward their famous colony the Car-
thaginians. The Pheenicians were originally mariners,
who fled from the Red-fea to the Meditgrranean, before
CHRIST 1047 years; being ufed to long voyages for
traffic in the Indies, they began the like long voyages in
the Mediterranean fea to Greece, &5¢. - The calamities of
their wars with the Edomites made them leave their na-
tive habirations, and fettle wpon the Mediterranean.
They were the firft who diretted their courfe by the
ftars in the night-time (the magnetical, or fea-compafs,
1s a modern difcovery) their firft navigation was in long
fhips with fails and one order of cars, . They fent many
colonies abroad, viz. Byzantium or Conftantinople in

_ Greece; Byrfa or the famous Carthage in Barbary, Gadez

or Cadiz in Spain, Cafliterides (tin iflands) Sicily iflands
Cz and
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and Cornwal in Great-Britain, &e. Carthage, ?!lle_mloﬁ
famous trading ancient Pheenician colony, founded 883
years before CHR1ST, Were mafters and :Jri:.}rz}ipcy’lwnlcs alf
along the N. W. coaft of Barbary, in the Jnfulz joriutaie;
or Canaries, and in the Hefperides or Cape de Verde
iflands, in N. Lat. 15 D. They had colonics in the Ba-
leares Infule (Majorca, Minorea, €7 Yvica) in Sardinia and
Sicily. ~ Carthage was, for many years, the emporium or
mart of trade in the weft, as Coi inth in Greece was the
emporium of the eaft: they were both deftroyed aboue
the fame time by the Romans, 140 years I_vclz'n'«_:Crm‘mT.

The Affyrians, an inland people, had no notion of na-
vigation : by conquering Egypt and Pheenicia, they put
a damp to trade and navigation : after fome time, & new
Tyre was built, and the Tyrians flourifhed more than
before, until Alexander the Great, a royal knight-errant,
deftroyed the city, and fold the inhabitants for flaves.

In the hiftory of navigation and colony fettlers, next
were the GreEkss at firlt more for war-expeditions and
invafions than for traffic. The firft account that we
have of a long fhip was that of Argos[¢], who fabout
fifty-three years after Solomon, or 93¢ years before
Curist, according to the compuration of the moft in-
genious (I wifh our language, as the Dutch, would ad-
mit of a degree of comparifon above the fuperlative) and
pénetrating Sir Haac Newton, in his Chronology of ancient
kingdoms amended. The Argonauts were the flower of
Greece, fitted out to perfuade the nations upon the coafts
of the Fuxine and Mediterranean feas, to revolt from
Egypt; they were a parcel of jolly young gentlemen,
wiz. Caftorand Pollux, Zfculapius, Orpheus, Hercules,
Deucalion the fon of Minos, Bacchus’s fons, &c.

The feveral Gracian republics had their turns of for-
tune of being more or lefs potent at fea; the Cypriots
were the moft noted for commerce. They fettled colo-

|T:] Chiron was the firft who formed, or delineated, the conftel]ations,
being for the ufe of the Argonauts,
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nies in the fouthern parts of Italy and in Sicily, calling it
Magna Grecia; this name was afterwards confined to
Calabria Superior, in the kingdom of Naples ; they built
Marfeilles in Provence in France; they had fertlements
near Barcelona in Spain. .

Before Curist 885 years, the Corinthians began to
improve navigation by large fhips and fréiremes [d].

Thucydides fays, that in the 2gth olympiad was the
oldeft fea-fight mentioned in hiftory ; it was about 657
years before Curist, between the Corinthians-and Cor-
cyreans of Corfu. The Athenians (whofe continent
dominions were not larger than Yorklhire) affifted the
Corcyreans, the Lacedemonians aided the Carthagini-
ans (the Lacedemonians were more powerful by land,
but the Athenians were more powerful by fea) this
gave occafion to the famous Pecloponnefian war, the
fubjeét of Thucydides® hiftory : on one fide and the
other, almoft all Greece were engaged. The Athenians
and Lacedemonians difputed the empire of the fea for
fome time.

During the inteftine feuds of the Gracian common-
wealths, Philip, king of Macedon, invaded and conquer-
ed the countries in. his neighbourhood, and at fea en-
riched himfelf by piracies, and put an end to the Gra-
cian liberties; ' His fon Alexander the great, proceeded

[#] The moft ancient water-conveyance (does not deflerve the name of
embarkation or navigation) was in rafts or floats, afterwards maezyle, or
canoes, cut out-of an hollowed piece 'of timbef, as amongft the Weft-India
iffands, and fouth continent of America: as alfo barle of trees (generally
birch) with woaden ribs, as amongft the inland Indians of North-America :
Calar [ays, that upon his expedition to-Great-Britain, he found no other
veflels there, but fmall"boxs madeé with wicker and hides: fuch may, to
this day, be feen in Wales and in the Welt Highlands of Scotland. “The
Pheenicians introduced to the Mediterranean-fea: long thips with fils and
one tire of oars. 'When war was nfed at {ea, and the manner of fighting
was to flrike their enemies thips with their roffra, or proev (the Newcaflle
colliers call it, piving them the ftern) for a gréater fhoke, mementam, or
fhock, the bulk of their veflels were gradually increafed to the enormeus
fize of puingtiivemes, or five tire of oars,—Ships of war, wese by the Ro-
mans called o/g/ficer, merchant-men werecalled onerarie, :

Cgs to
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to the Levant, and conquered (committed murders and
yabbery) fo far as the river Indus [¢] : upon hi.S return,
sntoxicated with wine, and his youthful vanity from
conguefts, he died at Babylon; and his depredations
(they deferve no better name) were cantoned amongft
his geperals 10 their feveral ftations or commands, who,
after fome bickerings, agreed to an uti poffidetis.

Next in courfe at fea appeared the Romans; who at
firft (like the prefent Turks) did only mind conquefty
pot trade; but in procefs of time, finding that the
Corinthiang and Carthaginians, had the dominion of
the feas, fo as to land and make depredations where
they pleafeds; to keep them within bounds, the Re-
mans were obliged to mind the fea out of neceflity [ £];
and they were both deftroyed about the fame tme by
the Romans; a great wound to trade. :

Julius Caefar invaded Great-Britain from France in
very fmall veflels or craft ; they were all built and fitted
in two months : the Britons, at that time, had no navi-
gation 3 they were reduced to the Roman province, not
a colony, and continued fo above 400 years. Asthe
people of Britain, at that time, were a fort of flugfires
wild people, like our American Indians, Scots high-
landers, Miquelets of Spain, or Montenagrins ; all par-
ticular accounts of Great-Britain may be reputed as fabu-
lous before Czfar’s time. Upon the {warming or emi-
gration of the northern Barbarians, the Roman troops in
Great-Britain were recalled to the defence of their own
country : a party of the fame northern nations, called
Saxons, embraced the opportunity, invaded Great-
Britain in that part of it now called England ; and one

[¢] The Grzcian empire extended fb far ealt as the river Indus, thats,
they conquered, or rather made the feveral countries pay tribute, ar, in
the modern phrafe, raifed contributions to the river Indus: the Romansdid
;_&‘sr }i,aring the country under conuibntion further caft than the mver
Lpirates.

il__; ] At the fex-battle of Aftium, before CrrisT thirty-one years, Mark

Anthony had soe, and Anguflus 250 fhips of war: this was the greatelt
fea'force that ever the Romuns were mafters of, of
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of their confiderable tribes, the Angles, gave name to
the country.

Pirdteés in the Meditetranean féa have been formidable,
Berrum Prraticum is fometimes recorded by the
Roman hiftorians. Pomipey was delegated for one of
thefe pirate-wars, and, in the fpace of four months (to
his great honour and glory, as it is faid) reduced all the
pirates.

The Romans with their conquefts and colonies intro-
duced their own language [¢] all over Italy, into France,
Spain and Portugal, where it continues to this day, but
much intermixed with the languages of the aboriginals,
and of fome foreigners, who invaded them from time
to time. In other nations, which fubmitted to the
Romans rather for patronage or protection than by con-
queft (the Romans were, at that time, the general arbi-
trators of all the known civilized nations [#]) the Roman
language or Latin did not prevail.

The Goths, Vandals, and other barbarous nations,
who {warmed from the northern parts of Europe, and
like locufts, or caterpillars, oveér-ran the fouthern parts of
Europe, may be faid, generally, to have fuperfeded the
Romans ; they had no notion of navigation and a fea-
trade, and did not in the leaft apply themfelves that
way. Of thefe only the Normans and Danes (a fort
of pirates) became potent at fea; their firft expedition
into Great-Britain was about anno 800 [i]. They fet-
tled a colony in the north parts of France, and called it
Normandy ; in a coure of years they made depreda-
tions and fome fettlements along the coafts of Saxony,
Flanders, Britain, and France; 4s 2 monument of this,
there is to be found on the fea-coafts of thofe countries,
to this day, blond complexions, red and yellowifh hairs.

fg] The Romans had letters from the Greeks, and the Greeks had the
ufe of letters from the Pheenicians.
[£] The French have been aiming at this for above a centary paft.
[f] N. B. Byanno = we always mean anno Chriffi, or the year of
the Chriftian xra, =
This
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This Norman colony in France called Normandy, (I
fhall flot-fay, conquered England) in procc{s of- rime
gave a king to England, called WirL1am the Conquerer,
whofe eftablithment continues to this day.

While' the Mahometan Saracens prevailed, they were
for a confidérable time, mafters of the feas (efpecially of
the Mediterranean from the Red-fea to Herculess pil-
Jars) in the fouthern parts of Europe while the Normans
ravaged the northern parts. The Moors and Saracens
reduced the greateft part of Spain anno 714, and were
not totally fubjugated by the aboriginal Spaniards ungil
anno 1492 [£]: the Spanifh blood is much tainted with
the Morelco.

The next, and laft, fet to be mentioned in this article,
are the feveral RepuBLicks IN ITALy ( Venetians,
Genoefe, Florentines, Pifans) and Catalonia in Spain ; they
carried on the trade and navigation of the fouthern parts :
and the Hanse Towns in Germany ; they had the trade
and nevigation of the northern parts of Europe, Their
intercourle was generally at Sluys and Bruges in Flanders;
and exchanged or bartered naval ftores, woollens, linens,
tz. for Perfian and Eaft-India goods, and fpices, &
which in part were purchafed at Grand Cairo, but moft-
Iy brought over land in caravans to feveral barcadiers, or
fea-ports, in the bottom of the Mediterranean fea.

The 'Genoefe had many colonies in Leffer Afia, and
upon the Euxine fea, and drove a great trade there: in
the beginning of the thirfeenth century, they were in
pofieflion of Nice and Ventimiglia in Italy, of Tyre in
Syria,gof Ceuta in Barbary, of Corfica and Sardinia:
their families of Doria and Spignola had the principal
adminiftration. -

The Venetians formerly were in poffeffion of Candia
and of all the iflands'in the A rchipelago and Tonian fea:
in fhort, their becoming fo rich and powerful gave

[#] The commanding land and fea‘o

11 . o
called Emirs, Ny, Burchette, in his n
from thence we

flicers amongit the Saracens were
aval hiffory, fays, that, perhaps,
may have our defignation of admiral.
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jealoufy and umbrage to the other fovereignties in
Europe, and occafioned the famous league of Cambray,
anno 1508,

The firft difcoveries made in America were generally
by -Italian navigators, or of Iralian extrat (Columbus
in the Spanifh fervice, Cabots in the Englith, Americus
Vefpucius in the Portugueze, Veruzani in the French
{ervice, &¢.) employed by feveral European princes.

The Hanfe towns were an affociation of feveral
trading towns in Germany; at one time they were in
number about leventy ; they are, at prefent, reduced
to four 3 (there is conftantly an Englifh reflident or mini-
fter with the Hanfe towns) Lubeck on the river Traave
the principal, Dantzick on the Weiffel or Viftula,
Hamburg on the Elbe, and Bremen on the Wefer:
all thefe are free towns with a territorial diftrict.

The. Venetians, more particularly, becoming vaftly
rich by their trade in Eaft-India goods and {pices, fet
fundry princes of Europe upon projecting a navigable
(confequently lefs chargeable way, fo as to underfel] the
Venetians, and out them of that trade) and. ufefully
practicable paffage from Europe, to the rich produce
and manufactures of the eaft. This leads to the fubje&
of the following article.

ArTicrEe IL

Concerning the feveral effays or adventures, fowards dif-
covering navigable paffages from Europe to the Eaft-
Indies, China, and the Spice-iflands.

T is faid, that one great inducement to Columbus’s

adventure weftward, was to try for a weftern naviga-
tion to the Spice-iflands 5 and luckily, by iflands and
a great continent intercepting him, America was dif-
covered.

As the feveral great continents of Europe and Africa
eaftward, and America. weftward, lay in the way; the
cafe was, how to double the extreme north or fouth

| poings,
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points, ot lands-ends, of thefe continents ; or to ﬁnc_—l i"om;
pracicable ftraits or thorough-fares in thefe continents;

Before we proceed, we fhall infert by way of amufes
ment, 45 not impertinent to the fubjet, the following
digre(fion. :

“Some Dutch fithers mifling of whales, are faid to have
failed in queft of them feveral degrees north of Ca
Purchas of Eaft-Greenland, which lies in'N.-lat. §2. D.
there was no ice, only an epen fea, but very hollow.
Whalers {ay, that the farther north, on Spitzbergen, of
Eaft-Greenland, they found the greater plenty of grafs,
and other green herbs; therefore towards the pole it
muft behotter: this feems-to be probable from the ma-
ture of things: in June, at the north pole, the fun is
23 D. 30 M. high, and for fome months always above
the horizon 3 whereas, for inftance, at Londen, the me-
tropolis of Great-Britain, in N. lat. 51 D. 30 M. the fun,
in December, is only about 15 D. high, and only for one
third of its revolution or day above the horizon.

M. Frazier, a French navigator, fays, in the account
of his South-fea voyages ; that on the 13th of March,
1754, N. 8. in returning to France; fouth of Cape-Horh,
in bit. 58 D. 30 M. and 68 D. 30 M. W. longitude from
Paris, he difcovered feveral iflands of ice, whereof oné
was four or five leagues long ; ice is not frequently met
with hereabouts, and as ice is formed by an adherence to
fome land or fhore, there muft be land towards the
fouth-pole ; but not within 63 D. 8. lat. for the extent
of about 200 leagues from 55 D. to 8o D. welt long.
from Paris; becaufe this {pace has been run by feveral
{bips, which the §. W. and S.-8. W. winds have obliged
to ftand far to the fouthward, to weather Cape-Hormn,
the lands-end of South-~America, in 55 D. 55 M. S.lat.
This is the reafon, why that chimera or fancy of a
terra aufiralis is at prefent, left out of our charts or maps.
It lands are difcovered fouth of 64 D. 8. lat. they muft
be inhofpitable and uninhabitable, confidering that the.
weather is more ftormy, and winters more rigid, in the

high




Seer. II. in NoRTH-AMERICA. ' 29

high fouth latitudes, than in the fame northern’lati-
tudes ; the fame climates fouth of the equator, are much
colder than to the northward of the equator.

The fouthern latitudes are much colder, than in the
fame degrees of northern latitudes. 1. The fon'is an+
nually eight days longer on the northern fide of the
equinatial, than on its fouthern fide. 2. The fun in
our north country winters is in its perigee, that is, nearer
the earth, than in the fouthern winters, being then in his
apogee: 3. The highefl cod-fithery, according to'Capt.
Frazier, in the fouthern latitudes, is in 31 D. S. lat. Qur
cod-fifhery in North-America (there are fome ftraggling
cod-fith caught more to the fouthward) extends to Nan-
tucket, New-England, in 41 D, N, lat. therefore 41D. N.
lat. is nearly of the fame temper or coolnefs as 31 D. S, lat,

To obtain navigable paffages, into the Indian and
South-feas, the extreme north and fouth promontories,
or lands-ends of the feveral continents above-méntion-
ed, were to be doubled. They are reduceable to four,
viz. 1. The S. E. pafiage by doubling the Cape of Good-
Hape, the fouth point of Aftica. 2. The 5. W, paffage
by doubling Cape-Horn, the fouth point of America,
Magellan’s-ftraits is a thorough-fare. 3. The N. E.
paffage, north of the north cape of Europe, but hither-
to not difcovered. 4. The N. W. paffage, or rather
thorough-fare between the north fhore of America, and
the fouth thore of Weft-Gréenland, commonly called Da-
vis’s ftraits (to double the north parts of this Weft-
Greenland, has hitherto not been imagined) this has at
times been endeavoured, in the laft century and half : M.
Dobbs is at prefent, in purfuit'of it. Laftly, we fhall
mention fome tentatives for difcovering thorough-fares in
feveral openingsin the body of the continent of America.

The ancients had no knowledge of countries fouth
of the equator.  John I, of Portugal, conquered Ceuta
from the Moors, 1409 ; Henry, third fon of King John,
much in the humour of navigation difcoveries, by his

4 encourage-
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encouragement, the Pnrr';,-mfzc began, anno 1418, to
range the weft coaft of Africa: 1438 .;'\,lphonl'_us v
took Tangier, and ranged fo far as Cape Negroe in 1§
D. fouth latitude [/], and to this day have feveral colos
nies with territorial jurifdiction from thence to 7 D. 8. lat,
in Congo, Angola, and Loango. z‘\nng 14472, the P_or-
tugueze obtained of the pope a grant of all lands lying
S. and E. of Cape Bajador on the W. fide of Africa, 26
D. 30 M. N. lat. In the reign of Emanuel 1497, Valquez
de Gamma doubles the cape; they had difcovered this
cape anno 1487, and called it the Cape of Good-Hope,
i expectdtion of doubling it ; thence they coafted along
the eaftern fhore of Africa; from Cape-Negroe on the
weft fide of Africa,16 D. S. lat. round (the Cape of Good-
Hope, a Dutch place of refrefhment excepted) to Riode
Spirito Santo in S. lat. 18 D. on the eaft fhore of Africa,
is a very wild and favage country, no Européan Settlers;
but from 18 D. S. lat. to 5 D. N. lat. the Portugueze
have poffefflions, the chief being Mozambique in ¥3. D,
S. lat, and Melinda in 2 D. 30 M. S. lat.

From the caftern coaft of Africa, the Portugueze failed
over to the Malabar coaft on the Indian peninfula. ‘The
pext Portugal expedition for the Eaft-Indies was drove
upon the coaft of Brazil, and after taking poffeffion of
it, proceeded to the Malabar coaft.  Anno 1 510, Albu-
kerk reduces Goa, takes Amboyna, Banda, and fome other

[#] The Portugueze in their adventures fouthward, on the eaft fide ofthe
Atlantic Ocean difcovered, and are fill in pofleflion of, feveral clufters of
iflands; 1. The weflern iflands, formerly called Azores or Terceres, ly-
ing from 36 to 4o D. N, lat. zbout 300 leagues weft of Portugal, and
300 leagues eaft of Newfoundland ; they are nine in Number. =~ Mera-
ton, and after him, many Englith charts, place the firlt meridian at St
Michael’s one of thefe iflands, about 15 D. more weft than Prolemy's
canen. 2. Maderas, firft difcovered anno 1410, firft ferded anno 14253
it was fo called from its being well wooded: it produces the Madem
wines; the diliciz of the Britifh American colonies, 3. Cape-Verde
ilands, nine in number, ahout 160 leagues welt of Cape de Verdein
Africa; they were anciently called Hefpendes, were difcovered anno 1440,

but not {ettled until 15725 the New-Enotand fifhery bring fome of their
Lt from their ifland of May. : it

or
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of the Molucca iflands, and returns home richly loaden
with {pices ; they failed along the coait of China. Thus
during the reign of their good King Emanuel, who died
anno 1.;11 they carried all before them at fea, and fu-
perfeded the Venetians in a trade which they had enjoyed
ever fince anno 1260. Having purchafed of CharlesV,
emperor, his claim, as king of Spain, of a pretended pri-
ority of difcovery in the Hpice iflands, they folely enjoyed
without moleftation for near a century of years the fa~
mous and pmhmblc trade and navigation to the Eaft-
Indies ; as Spain did that to the W eff-Indies.

Henr\, kin ng of Portugal, dying without children n
1580, king Philip, by a powerful army under the duke
& Alm reduces P ortugal 3. he claimed it in right of his
mother [,m_abtth the L.mp:cf's-, Spain became mafter of
all the Portugeze dominions and rich trade; being in
the height of Olar}, after a few years, anno 1588, “the
king of Spain fits out the Invincible Armada (as he called
it) againft England.

The Dutch [ma] at this time, as revolted from the do-
minions of Spain, were prohibited by the king of Spain,

k ] Captain Drake, afterwards Sir Francis Drake, by way of the ﬁrzutb
of Magellan and South-feas, or Pacifick-ocean, 1579, in the name of the
crown of England, took p"lfﬁ.iﬁon (according to the formalitiés of ‘thole
times) of the Moluceas or Spice-iflands, and carried a quantity of fpices to
England. The Datch did not come to the Faft-Indies until 1595 ; did
not fee the Spu:c -iflands untl 1559, Some London ‘merchants, anno
1600 (fome time before the eftablithment of tlie Dutch Eaft-India com-
pany) obtained letters-patent of incorporation, and' formed themfelves
nto a company ; their common ftock was' 72,0007 fterling. Dunng
the indolent reign of James I, the Englifh weré not well fupported in the
Ea-Indies, and the Dutch over-reached the m, notwithftanding a fo-
lemn convention between the Foglith and Dutch, Tuly 7, 1619, whereby
the trade of pepper, at Java, was to be équal; and the trade of the Mo-
lugea, Banda, or Spice-iflands, was to be two thirds to the Dutch, one
third to the Englifh; the Dutch in Amboyna (a principal Spice-ifland, in
3 D40 M. S Lat. the beft Dutch government ne%t to that of Batavia)
upon fome frivolous pretext, inhumanly and cruelly maflacred the Englifh
people, anno 1622 n after tp« y feized all the Englith fettlements and
faétoties in the Spice-iflands, and | have monopolized the fpice trade ever
fince, This violent abule, or tranfadtion, can never be forgot, and perhaps

a
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to trade to Portugal, the only emporium of Eaft-India
fpices and other goods : this occafioned their endeavours
to fail direétly to the Eaft-Indies, and Spice-iflands : they
firft attempted a N. E. paffage by Waygatz-ftraits;
but in vain; afterwards, anno 13595, without ceremony
they doubled the Cape of Good-Hope, {eized feveraliof
the Spanifh or PPortugueze colonies, got a great fOOting
in the Eaft-Indies, and have eftablifhed a great trade,and
fettled many confiderable colonies.

Upon the expiration of the twelve years truce between
Spain and Holland, anno 1621, the Dutch made feveral
fuccefsful expeditions to Brazil (at the {fame time made
fome fettlements in Guiana) and got fome footing these,
P. Maurice was appointed governor, and refided thers
from anno 1637 to anno 1644 ; for want of fupplies he
left it and. returned home : the Dutch having a better
game to play in the Eaft-Indies, from whence they al-
moft outed the Portugueze, they gave way in the Brazils,
and after fome years the Portugueze recovered it entisely,
by anno 1660.

The following digreflion, may perhaps be an agree-
able amufement to fome readers.

To make fome eftimate of the Dutch Eaft-India,
whaling, and fugar trade (which, with their herring-

is never to be forgiven: therefentment and reparation has long lain dot-
mant, from James I indolence, the national confufions during the ¢l
war, the voluptaous of Charlesll, the fole application of Jamesl];
to introduce djpatifm m v, and laterly from indnlgence and affettion
we bear to our natural and maritim s, fo the Dutch are called; 48
this time, from fome corraption of the leading men, fome evil fpirit, oF
fome abftrufe myftery of ffate, they have, in the prefent war of Great-Britain
with France, baulked usvery much. Cromwel, a very great politician and
genera],_wim, though not legally, yet by divine permiﬁion, or as in fome

efignations, divina providemtia, or by the providence of Gop, had for
fome years the direction of Bririfh affirs, in his declaration of war
agaénﬂ the Dutch, anno 1652, demands fatisfaltion for the Amboyna
affair, and the arrears of a certin fum of 30,000/, fterling per ammuay
for liberty of herring-fihing on the coaft of Schetland, as per contralt
with the .l" glifh court in Charles I refgn; Cromwel's war with the
Dutch being foon over, their fubmiffivenels and ufefulnefs to him, made
him drop it.

fifhery
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fithery and carrying, are the branches of their traffic)
we fhall inftance the year 1738 (perhaps a medium year
of bufinefs) that year arrived in the Texel, for Amfterdam,
and the fmall towns in the Zuyder Zee, from the Eaft-

Indies fifteen fhips ; from Eaft-Greenland, or Spitzbergen,
nintystwo whalers; from Weft (Jmnhnd or Davis’s
itreights, fifty-five whalers; with fugar, coﬁ‘"::e, COCOd,
from Surinam thirty-fix; Curalo eleven; other places in
the Welt-Indies fourteen.

The Dutch at firft carried on their trade in the Eaft-
Indies, by factories in feveral parts ; afterwards they fet-
tled colonies with a territorial jurifdiction ; they did nog
fully monopolize the trade, until 1635. The fubfeription
for a company trade was 6,440,200 guildess, or florips,

The whole trade is {uppoled divided into {ixteen parts,
and the company into fix chambers, each chamber hav-
ing parts nearly in proportion to their fubfcription ; of
thofe fixteen parts eight belong to the chamber of Amiker-
dam, four to Zealand, one to Rotterdam, one to Delft,
one to Horn, and one to Enchuyfen : each chamber has
a pecaliar board of dir»dors, called in Dutch Bewind-
hebbers 3 the chamber of Amfterdam conlifts of twenty
directors, that of Zealand confifts of twelve directors, the
other four ,chambers each confift of feven direttors :
The grand affairs of the united chambers are managed by
a grand council, which fits at: Amiterdam for fix 3 years,
alternately 5 this general council confifts of a deputation
from each of the iw chambers, Amfterdam fends eight
deputies, Zealand four deputies, theother four chambers
fend one deputy each; and a feventeenth (this council
confills of leventcen) is chofen alternately by the fix
chambers, and is prc: ident,. or chairman.

This company is vaftly rich, an original fhare of
3000 guilders ( 3000 is reckoned a high thIL‘ has been
fold. frequently at 20,000 gmldus ; notwithftanding
thelr great annual Li‘l"‘JU{’S in building and repairing forti-
ficatigns, fhips, ftore Louiu, .1I.nu s, foldiers payy &Fe.
amounting fometimes to upwards of a million and a half

guilgers
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guilders per annum. Theyare the moft powerful private
fociety in the world ; fome think them more powerful
than the government of their own feven united provinces
at home in Europe ; they have at times lent the governs
rent, or Sates general, great fums of money for cons
tinuing their privileges ; anno 1685, they ]en.t tb{: States
general 8,000,000 guilders for continuing their privileges
to anno 1740. It has been thought, that if the Dutch
(I mean their people of quality and fortune) fhould, at
any time, forefee a certain danger of being reduced by a
more potent neighbour, they would traniport their fa-
milies and effects to the Eaft-Indies, where they are ma-
fters of the fea : thus, in ancient times, the Tyrians, when
in apparent danger of being reduced by Alexander the
great, fent their wives, children' and effects to Carthage.
This company exports very little bullion from Holland
(the Englifh Eaft-India company export too much filver)
their {pices vended in that country, purchafe all the o-
ther goods they may have occafien for. The Englith
Eaft-India company, in fome articles of trade, have the
advantage of the Dutch; for, in fa&, the Hollanders bu
near half the goods fold at the Englith Eaft-India fales.
The feat of government for all the Dutch Eaft-India
colonies and faltories is at Batavia; here refides their
governor-general with much greater ftate, than the pre-
fident of the States-general of the united provinces. The
governor-general is chofen by the company, with the
approbation of the States-general ; he is elefed only
for three years, but frequently continued for life; he
has a council of fix, viz. The major-general, a military
officer ; direftor-general, who has the infpection of the
trade, and gives orders or inftructions to all under-di-
re€tors, factors, fupercargoes, and mafters or {kippers,
with four more named by the company. In very good
policy, they have an independent court of judicature for
civil and criminal matters, to whom the governor-general
1s fubjet, and by whom he may be condemned even to
death. Under the governor-general aye fix confiderable

govern-
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governments or colonies ; each has a governor, director
of trade, &¢. befides feveral lefler governments, com-
manderies, and factories. This being only a digreffion,
I muft forbear to enumerate more particulars.  As the
above obfervations are not public, that is in print, 1
hope they may be acceptable.

. A fhort hiftory of the §. W, paffages from Eu-
rope to the Mare del Zur, Seuth-fea, or Pacifick-ocean 3
and to the Eaft-Indies, or China, and the fpice-Iflands,
As the Portugueze formerly claimed an exclufive navi.
gation by the S. E. paflage, in-like manner the Spani-
ards pretended to the exclufive navigation of the §. W,
paffage, to the Faft-Indies. For the better underftand-
ing of the affair, we may previoully obferve [o] :

The reafon why feveral princes of Europe endeavour-
ed other paffages befides that of the S. F. by the Cape of
Good-Hope to the {pice-iflands;. and the Indian {eas,
was as follows. Bver fince anno 1470, the Pertugueze
proceeded, with infinite labour and much expenfe along
the weft coaft of Africk, to gain a.paffage to the Faft-
Indiesy anno 1447, they obtained “of Pope Martin 3
grant of the fole navigarion of feas, and property of
lands, lying S. and E. of Cape Bajador N. lat, 27 D,
W. from London 15 D. in-Africa; this includes the
Cape of Good-Hope, and the S. E. paflage,

The Pope anno 1493, having granted to the Spaniard
all lands ’ouginning 100 leagues weft from the Azores,
or weltern iflands (belonging to Portugal) and fouth
indefinitely ; occafioned a difpute between -the Spaniards
and Portuguéze. - The Portugueze reckoned the Spa-
nifh difcovery of America anno 1452, and this bull, asan
encroachment upon their right to the geean, as being the

[¢] In the courfe of this narrative concert ing the colonies from Lu-
rope fettled in America, to render matters more obvidus and diftinét, we
do fometimes premife introdu@ory accounts of affairs, and fometimes fub-
neft by way ‘of notes or annetations trapfient delcriptions. of incidental
things, which; although in every re fpect not conlfiftent. with our intended
brevity, mor firi¢tly within the limits of oy defign, may be of ufe for a
general inform f

t dilagreeable amufement,
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firft navigators of this ocean; complained to Pope
Alexander VI, anno 1493 ; he compofed this difference
by the limits of a meridian, called, the line of dimarkat
on degrees weft of St. Antonio, the weltermoft of
the Cape de Verde iflands : St. Antonio lies 25 1. weit
from London [p].

As the Pope at that time, and for many years fol-
lowing, was univetfally in Europe regarded, as the {ole
and abfolute arbitrator, or rather difpofer of all domini-
ons upon carth 3 the other princes of Europe did implis
citly acquiefce in this fantaftical, or rather FANATICAL
divifion of the globe of the earth (its parts to be difcover-
ed) between the Spaniards and Portugueze ; and for near
a century, all the traffick of the Eaft and Weit-Indies
was engrofled refpectively by the Portugueze and Spani-
ards; but in procefs of time, the Britifh, French, and
Dutch have got into their hands the greateft part of this
traffic; gold, filver, and precious ftones excepted.

There are three different fouth-weft paflfages.

1. The ftraits of Magellan (it is properly a thoroughe
fare, but near the land’s-end of America;) the eaft en=
trance lies in 52 D. 30 M, S. lat. its weft entrance in 53D
S. lat. in all its turnings about 116 leagues long; Cape
Quaad not above four miles wide; at Batchelors river
fitty leagues from its eaft entrance, the flood begins to
come from the weftward, and makes a ripling with the
eaftern flood.  After the beginning of May to the end of
September, thefe ftraits are fo full of ice, with fixed
ftormy welterly winds, there is no paffing; at other

[#] Cape 5t. Auguttine, the weftermoft point of the Brazils (and ofall
America) lies in 53 D.W. from London: the line of dimarkation cuts off
a flice of the eaftern coaft of America, now called Brazils; thus the Brazils
belong to the Portugueze, not enly by priority of difcovery and cccagmncy
(this 1s at prefent the good title by the law of nations) but by the Pope's

antiquated, obfolete, divifional decree: and as the oppofite line of di-
s}mr!::nicm muft be 180 D, E. and W, from this line, it is thought that
fome part of the Moluccas or Spice-iflands, if the pope’s decree were of
Lic Spanifh divifion.

times,

any feree or ebligation at this time, would fall within
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times, it is very difficult and tedious, therefore it is now
difufed. Trees grow here to a confiderable bignefs ;
there are no pine-trees in thefe fouthern latitudes, the like
northern latitudes abound with them[¢].

Ferdinand Magellanez, a native of Portugal, not fuf-
ficiently rewarde d for his many good fervices in the Por-
tugueze difcoveries, offered his fervice to the emperor
Charles V, king jof Spain, to find a paflfage to the Spice-
iflands by luhns‘r weftward, without any violation of the
pope’s bull, or of the agreement with Portugal : with five
thips and 300 men he Tailed from Seville in Spain, Aug.
10, anno 1519 ; he wooded and watered on the coaft of
Brazilin 22 D. S. lat. he firft, but in vain, attempted a
paflage by the river of Plate; he difcovered and paffed
the ftraits of his own name, November,-anno 1520;
he proceeded to the Ladrones and Phlhppme -iflands,
where he was killed in a fkirmifth with the Indians; his
fhips proceed and arrived at the Moluccas or Spice-iflands
in November, 1521 [#], and fettled a colony ; they load-
ed with fpices, and by way of the Cape of Good-Hope,
in three years returned to Spain.  After Magellan’s paf-
fage, it was difcontinued. (being reprefented fo very dif-
ficult) for many years. Camerga, a Spaniard, is faid to
have paffed it anno 1539.

Capt. Francis Drake is reckoned the fecond who ecir-
cumnavigated our globe, or earth, by pafling the ftraits of
Magellan; with five fhips and 164 men he failed from
Plymouth, Dec. 13, anno 1577 ; he pafled the ftraits
of Magellan in September, 1578, after a very difficult
navigation of fixteen days; he got much treafure along

[¢] Hereare large trees with a pepperifh uxomuuﬂ afted batk, formerly
of good medical ule, the botanical name is, cortex Winteranas lawrifoliis
ﬂ]z{uﬂamuz cortice acri; Winter's bark from thc name of the firfl im-
porter; it isnot at prefent to be found in the apothecaries fhops in Eu-
rope, and the name is transferred w0 the cortex eluthers, from the Bahama-
iflands, called cinamomum five canella alba tubis minoribus G, B. P,

[#] The Spaniards were foon drove from the Spice-iflands by the Por-
tugueze; and the emperor king of Spain having prefling occafions iuf
money, for a certain {um rencun wced all his ;-1‘-@::{;.;'1. to the Spice-iflands.

2 ﬂ;c
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the coaft of Chili and Peru s failed fo far north as 43D,
N. lat. theirclemency of the weather obl liged him to re-

turn {outhward; he took poflefiion, in form, of “the N.W.
parts of California for the crown of Ei 1",.,'.1 {, and called
it New-Albion. arrived at ’\‘i“.‘u.\f\., one or the Mo-
lucea er leuwlf Nov. 14, anno 1579, and loaded
a quantity of cloves; ;11';‘&\-..‘:.3 in E Lm-i, Nov. 3, 1580.
He was knighted aboard of his ow n thip by queen Ellza-
beth [s]. His journal differed one day from the account
of tinie in England [#].

He
'l}
o B

[s] Good queen Eli
em.ou'agmg of rade and navigat
Seigniar, with the Czar of Muicowy, 1

1
w

beth &3 CLITLLI in many. things, particularly by
TL\.L a trade with the Grand
dx India, and began our America

fettlements, ~Tlo encourage navigation-difcoveries, fhe knighted
the difcoverers 3 {he was called the u.m't of naval glory, and the miftrefs
of the ocean, Her expeditions againit the Spaniards (the Dutch bein
under héf proteflion) gave occafion to .“.u.} of our dilcoveries and fettle-
ments of coloni¢s and fn{h)ric‘_-. She formed an Englith Eaft-Indin coms
pany by Iguer;-rmm of incorporation, Dec. 30, anno 1660 ¢ there were
180 pérfons named in the patent, their common i.ouh was only 72,0001,
ﬂerlmg, whercas the ]“del Falt-India company incorporated by the
States-general anno 1602, their common floc L wis 6,440,200 guilders
or forits, being about 600,000/ fterling, and wn.u;uwlly foon out-did
us in the Baft-India trade and fettlements,

[#] In fa&t, the Sp;\m.; Is of Manila differ from the Portuguese of
Macao, an ifland near Canton on the coalt of China, about one day; the
Spaniards came by the weftern navigation from New-Spam or Mexicos
the Portugueze came by an caflern navigation from J'u;nyr_; this occalions
a \.Idﬂmm in their Sund: ays, and other holidays; andisa demonftration,
that the {ame identical feventh part of time im gious worfhip, feftivals
and falls, cannot, in the nature things, be obfery ed, and cond fequently is
not jure divino, but admits of a LmLuJe or variation paterally, orby cinil
inflitution :  thas naturdlly our New- I'"m' d I.xh wath differs fonr hours
forty-five minutes from our mothe 1y, and s obferved ac-
oordn"r to the couwrle: of nature; fince the feve :,}l part of tme for ek
and divine '..nrﬂ.-:‘, cannot vmﬂ he identically th 1e,-but muft differ
as longi tudes do.  Same ot 5.in obfervation of times, arengt
effential to 1 rion ; fome reckon the day before the 1 ghit, {oine the
night before the day, as do the Mahometans and others; the oldand
Ja-:'.v-f\;, le males a confiderable difference in our he lays; they who fols
low the L_Jld-ﬂ)‘icin theirholidays, are to a dcmnnﬁ...riml, in the wrong;
yet notwi

fhe fe

(U Iniry 's. Sung

thflanding, fome of the church of E ngland, and other chus ches
who follow the old !L\If-, clamour much apan ‘.ll the Nonconformifts, who
do not oblerve their Chiriftmas, Eafter, and other erroncoufly d‘abhfhcd

Capt.
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Capt. ‘Thomas Cavendifh (he was afterward knighted)
was the third adventurer and circumnavigator by this
ftrait ; having paffed, he diftreficd the Spaniards very
much along the South-fea fhore; he touched at Califor-
nia; took an Aquapulco fhip; touched 3t the Philippine-
iflands and Java; he doubled the Cape of Good-Hope
touched at St, Helena in 15 D. S. lat. with much booty
and glory, he arrived at Plymouth, Sept. g, anno 1591.

The Spaniards having found two Jand-pafles or con-
veyances, vz, 1he ifthmus of Darien, and from the ri-
ver of Plate crofs the Andes to the South-Seas, they dif-
continued this navigation. Oliver Nort, anno 1598,
and George Spilbergen, anno 1614, Dutchmen, pafled.
Sir John Narborough, fitted out by king Charles 1T, and
the Duke of York, fail'd from England May 15, anno
1669 ; was only fix months from Baldivia i Chili to
Fngland ; he repafled the ftraits of Magellan, and made
the Lizard June 10, 1671 5 was only one year and nine
months in his voyage. M. de Beauchefne a French-
man (perhaps the laft in this nayigation) pafied anno
1699 ; he returned fouth of Cape-Horn without making
land.

2. The paffage by (traits Le Maire and Cape-Horn.
This ftrait lies between Terra del Fuego and Staten-
iflands, in 55 D. 8. lat. being five leagues long, eight
leagues wide, good foundings ; from thence they double
Cape-Horn, the fouth land’s end of America, in 57 D.
50 M. S. lat.

Cornelius Schouten of Florn, and Jacab Le Maire of
Amfterdam, anno 1615, were the firft who adventured
fouth of Magellan-ftraits, The ifland which makes the
ftraits had its name from the States of Holland, the
ftraits were called by the name of one of the diftover-
ers, the cape was called after the name of the birth-
place of the other difcoverer. They performed their

holidays: in fhort, it would appear to a man of an indifferent perfuafion,
or void of prejudice, that, in the nature of things, divinity has left it with
the civil power to regulate thefe matters,

D 3 , circum-
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circumnavigation in two years and eighteen days. This
paffage has been much pradtifed.

Commodore Anfon’s (now Jord Anfon) voyage
through thefe ftraits round our globe or earth, is the
lateft we have any particular account of ; he failed from
England Sept. 18, 1741, to annoy and diftrefs the Spa-
niards in the South-feas ; his fquadron confifted of fhips
one 60 guns, two 50 guns, one 40 guns, one 20 guns,
a floop or fnow of 8 guns, 2 victuallers ; he had twelve
months provifion aboard, 500 marines and invalids, but
returned to England a fingle fhip : of the 510 men a.
board the Centurion the commodore, when he failed
from England, not exceeding 130 returned to England,
He was unfortunate as to wrong feafons all the voyage, he
fet out too late, was thirty-eight days in his paflage to
Maderas, did not leave St. Catherine’s [«] on the coaft of
Brazil,in 27 D. S. lat, until Jan. 18, pafled in fight of the
Magellan-ftraits in March, through ftraits Le Maie,
he was off of Cape-Horn in the height of their winter,
with hollow feas, and boifterous adverfe winds (we
before hinted that the fouth high latitudes, are in theis
winters more tempeftuous, than the like north high
latitudes in the northern winters ; thus Cape of the Good
Hope, although in 34 D. S. lat. was at firft called Cape
Tormentofa, the N. W, winds in May, June, July, and
Auguft, being as it were fixed and very tempeftuous) here
he departed from all his fleet ; the Severn and Pearl of
50 and 40 gun, tired out (as it is fuppofed) with
tedious contrary winds, difmal ftorms, and an over-
grown fea, left him and put back: fome of his fleet
joined him again at the ifland of Juan Fernandez in the
South-fea, which is generally ufed as a place of refrefh-
ment by enemies and interlopers. He had a tedious
paffage of 148 days from St. Catherine’s to this ifland,

f«] Tn this navigation, in time of a general peace, the proper haiting
places, places of refrefhment, or to wood and water, are the Cape ¢
Verde illands, the coaft of Brazil, and the ifland Ferdinando, in the South-
feas, 34D 10 M. S, lat - 100 leagues weft fiom the coait of Chili.

He
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He did not arrive off of Aquapulco until the end of
January, O. S. the Manila [w] fhip being got in January
9. From the weft coaft of Mexico he was 109 days
to the Ladrones (it is generally performed by heavy
failers in fixty or feventy days) from thence he proceeded
to Macao, a Portugueze fettlement upon an ifland near
Canton, the chief place of trade in China ; here he conti-
nued from November 1742 to Aprilfollowing. Junezo,
anno 1743, commodore Anfon by good chance (the
Manila thip might have got into her port, but being
informed at Aquapulco of Anfon’s bad condition, he bore
up to him to take him) took the Manila thip bound from
Agquapulco to Manila, about fix leagues S. E. of Cape
Spiritu Sancto off the ifland Mindora near Luconia or
Manila ifland, July 11; he anchored again in Macao road,
and left it December 15, bound for England. Anno

[sv] The Aquapunlco or Manila fhips, are annually fometimes three,
generally two, fometimes only one; they fail from Aquapuleo thelatter end
of March, near, or in, N. lat. 13 D. as freelt from iflands; have arun of
2100 leagues from Aquapulco in 16 D. 30 M. N. lat. and 106 D. 30
M. W. trom London, to Guyam one of the Ladrones in 13 M, 30 D,
N.lat 220 D, W. long. from London, or 140 D. E. from London
(their governor is {ubordinate to the Spanifh Captain-general of the Phi-
lippines) the Ladrones, particularly Guyam, are of the fame ufe of refrefh=
ment for the Manila or Aquapulco fhips, as the Cape of Good-Hope is to
the Dutch Eaft-India fhips, and the ifland of St. Helena to the Englith
Faft-India company fhips— From Guyam they fail 400 leagues to Mauilas
(the diftance is the fame to the Moluccas or Spice-iflands) where they ar-
rive fome time in June: they fet out from Manilas for Aquapulco in
Auguft, and are fometimes under a neceflity to flretch fo high as ;o D. N,
lat. to come at the variable, or rather the welterly, winds. They never
dilcover any land, but have frequent foundings, in the high latitudes.
They arrive at Aquapulco in December or January ; the firft land they
have made has fometimes been St. Sebaftian off California in N, lat, 42 D.
and 133 D. W. long, from London, being the moft wefterly known part of
America; generally they make Cape St. Lucar the fouth point of Cali-
fornia in N. lat. 22 D. 30 M. fometimes the firft land they make is Cape
Corientes, on the weft coaft of Mexico in N. lat. 19 L.

From the city of Mexico, by their barcadier of Aquapulco, they fhip
much filver to Manilas (commodore Anfon accounted for 1,300,060 pieces
of eight in the Manila prize of 1743, June 20) which purchafe in ﬁapan
and China (they have a continued trade with thefe places) all forts of rich
goods for Mexico,

D 4 17449
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1744, April 3, he left the Cape of Good-Hope, and June
12, made the Lizard point. The prize money of the
Manila thip, and of fome fmall captures on the coaft of
Peru, accounted for, was in value 355,324 /. fterling,

3. The navigation eaft of Staten-ifland, clear of all

land, giving Cape-Horn the land’s end of South-Ames
rica, a good birth, This is the prefent practice of the
French South-fea-men, and is the moft advifeable.

Capt. Sharp, a Buccanier [x]; anno 1681, came from
the South-feas to the North-feas without making land
itwas in their fummer-fedfon; Nov. 17, he wasin 58D,
30 M. S. lat. to the fouthward of Cape-Horn, where he
met with feveral iflands of ice and hard frofts 3 he crofiid
the equator or line Jan. 4.

Capt. Woods Rogers (afterwards governot of Provie
dence and the other Bahama-iflands) with two good pris
vateers, {ct out from Briftol in Auguft, anno 1708 (his
pilot was Dampier, formerly a logwood cutter, who had
been three times in the South-feas, and twice round the
globe) he wooded and watered at Cape de Verde iflands,
at Brazils, end of November, and at the ifland Ferdic

[a] The Buccaniers originally were a vagrant, vicious, {eafaring, pirati-
cal people, chiefly Englith and French : they were ufed o kill wild bulls
and cows with long fufees, called Buccanier-pieces, for their hides and
tallow ; at firft they. committed depredations only upon the Spaniards and
Spanith fettlements (Morgan took Porto-Bello and Panama, anno 1671)
and although a notorious pirate, was knighted by that prince of plealire
and whim king Charles IT, but afterwards was in difgrace.  They carried
on this Bellum Piraticum againft the Spanijards, in the Weft-Indies, from
anno 1666 to awno 1688, madmen like, for fmall booty, and that foon
confumed ; they fuffered the greateft fatipiies, hungér, and rifque of life,
They firft formed themfelves upon a {inall ifand called Tortugas, north of
Hifpaniola (all iflands, where tortoife or turtle frequent, are by the Spani-
ards called Tortugas ; that ifland' near the Margaritas upon the coaft of
I\{cw—:{p:;m. from whence, by a Spanifh treaty at Madrid anno 1716,
New-England brings fal for their fithery, is called Salt-Tortugas) as alfo
upon the N. W. parts of Hifpaniola; the court of France fent them over
A governor m 3 this is the original of the French rich
letlements t it is true, when the French had the Spanifh Affiento

jroes, Spain confented o their having a lodge and place of
e by their ufual way of encroaching upon their neigh-

and colonized the

contract for N

g
refrefhment ther
i oirs, they

are now become fuperior 1o the Spanifh of Hifpaniola.

ndndo,
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nando, in the South-fea ; having fea-room fufficient, he
paffed into the South-feas without feeing of land; Jan.
10, he was fouth of Cape-Horn in lar. 61 D. 53 M3
ten weeks from the Brazils, he was upon the coaft of
Chili and Peru, where he continued making depredations
till the month of December, then he lay in wait near the
fouth end of California. He took the fmall Manila fhip
Dec. 22.  He left California Jan. 12, arrived at Guam
March 11, left Guam March 22, arrived in Batavia
June zo, left Java-hcad Oétob. 24, arrived in the har-
bour of Cape Good-Hope Dec. 28 ; {ailed from thence
April 8, with the Dutch Eaft-India fleet (they are gene-
rally feventeen to twenty fail homew: ard bound) pﬂkd in
fight of St. Helena Apul 30, off of Schetland-iflands
in the north of Scotland July 16, and arrived in the Texel
July 235 having encroached upon the exclufive trade
and navigation of Englith Eaft-India company, they did
not think it convenient to come to England, untl they
had fertled the affair with the company.

III. Thorough-fares [ y] in the body of the American
continent from the eaftern Ocean to the weftern Ocean,
commonly called from the North-fea to the South-fea
and Eaft-Indies.

1. The ftraits of Magellan, already difcufied.

2. Rio de La Plata Jolm Diaz de Solis, a Spaniard,
failing fouthward, fell in with this river of Plate anno
1575 ; the name was occafioned by the firft filver from
Peru coming down this river (the native Indians call this
country Paragnay) they went up the river fo far as was
convenient, and thence travelled by land to the country
that afforded fo much filver and gold, and made returns
ofit. Garcias, a Portugueze, was up this river anno
15245 he 'was cut off by the Indians. Sebaftian Cabot,
in the king of Spain’s fervice anno 1524, failed 200
leagues up the river of Plate. Anno 1535, Don Pedro

[»] I'hr was defigned as the Jaft head of paffages from the North to
i“‘ South-fea, but as it feems to fall in more naturally in this place, we
proceed with it accordingly,
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de Mendoza, with twelve fhips, went up this river; he
left fome forces there, they conquered the country to the
mines of Potofi, and town of La Plata, 500 leagues
from their firft fettlementss the Spaniards did not begin
to work the mines of Potofi, until anno 1545. Buenog
Ayres is fifty leagues up from the mouth of the river of
Plate ; one branch of this river is called Paraguay; hereis
the famous country Tucuman of the Jefuitss the Jefuits
having, in fome degree, civilized the native Indians, they
divided it into diftriéts or miffions, under the direction of
the Jefuits to this day. St Jago, in 29 D. 8. Lat, is
the capital of the Jefuits country. At prefent theresa
good land communication from the river of Plate to Pem
and Chil, fo that the Affiento Negroes are conveyed from
Buenos Ayres to Peru and Chili : the road pafies through
La Plata (the great river comes near to it) in 21 D, |
S. lat. the capital of the audience of Los Chercas in
Peru: the filver mines of Potoli and Porco are in its
neighbourhood.

3. The river of Amazons[z]. Its mouth kes near
the line or equinoétial, it is of a very long courfe, about
1800 leagues (it is the largeft river upon earth) from its
many windings and bad navigation, it is relinquithed as
a thorough-fare. Gonzalo Pizarro (brother to the fa-
mous Pizarro) governor of Quito in Peru, anno 1540,
with a fmall army croffed the Andes, and fell down this
river in queft of gold ; here he built a brigantine which
failed down the river, which went home to Spain by the
eaft or north-fea ; Pizarro himfelf returned by land to
Quito, he found no gold, Father d’Acuna from Quito
went down this river, and by the Eaft fea to Spain, and
publithed an account of the country. The Spaniards
endeavoured a fettlement upon the river, anno 1554, but

[#] Bacchus, when he conquered Thrace, had a corps of Libyan wo-
men in his army, called Amazons; Minerva was their leader. Upona
Spanith expedition this way, a number of Indian women, with their
hufbands, upon this river, n[.)po(cd the Spaniards ; this was the occafion
of the river being fo called.

{oon
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foon relinquifhed it. By the peace of Utrecht,, France
(the French have fome fimall fettlements in Guiana, north
of this river) renounces both fides of the river of Ama-
zons, and the navigation thereof,

4. The river Oronoque. Its mouth lies in about g .
N. L. by this river no thorough-fare ever was effected 5
it is the fouth-eafterly boundary of the Spanifh fettle«
ents on the eaft or north fea of America: St. Thomas
is the only fettlement the Spaniards have fouth-eaft of
this river ; {ome New-England privateers, in the begin-
ning of the prefent Spanith war, made fome attempts
upon this place. Sir Walter Raleigh [2] took pofieffion
of the country of Guiana [4], anno 15935, for the crown

of England.

[a] Sir Water Raleigh, for himfelf and affociates or affigns, anno 158z,
obtained a patent from the crown of England, for difcovering and plant-
ing lands in America, not aftually in poilefion of any chriftian prince,
His firft fettlement was at Roanoke in North-Carolina, and encouraged ad-
venturers to plant fome of thofe lands now called Virginia : but his whim
after metals, minerals, and precious {tones, was the reafon of his neglet of
fettlements.  He was fitted out by queen Elizabeth, anno 1592, to annoy
the Spaniards (Drake and Hawkins were fitted out, anno 1595, upon the
fame account; they both died in the Weft-Indies) he negletted his adven-
tures to Virginia, and made three unfuccefsful voyages up the river Oro-
noque, in queft of metals and precious flones: he was told (as it is faid)
and was {0 credulous as to believe, that, in that country gold was fo plenty
as to be heaped up like firewood. In the beginning of king James the
firlt’s reign, he was convited and condemned to die for a confpiracy ; was
reprieved from time to time; and after being kept prifoner in the tower
twelve years, he propofes to find gold mines in Guiana, and, notwith-
ftanding his being under fentence of death, was fitted out, but returned re
infedta.  Gundamar, the Spanifh ambafTador at the court of England, in
the name of the court of Spain, clamoured and frongly complained of
the infrattion of peace and amity ; to make an atonement, Sir Walter
was the facrifice, and his former fentence of death was ailowed to take

lace ; he was executed anno 1618.

[£] The country of Guiana lies between the rivers Oronoque and
Amazons : the Spaniards to the northward, and Portugueze to the fouth-
ward, but have no footing here. Its fouthern parts have fome fmall
French fettlements, Cayenne, &7, the Englith fettled the middle part,
called Surinam ; the Dutch took it from the Englifh in the beginning of
king Charles the fecond’s reign, in it was quit-tlaimed to the Dutch
by the peace of Breda, anno 1667, in exchange for the Dutch quit-claim-

The
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5. The gulph of Mexico and ifthmus of Darien,
Vafco Numes de Balboa, with 290 MEn, anno 1513, Wis
the firt who crofied this ifthmus, and difcovered the
South-fea in 8 D. 30 M. N. Lat. between Porto-Bellg
and Carthagena; at this place the ifthmus is about ope
degree wide. This Vafco received no bc'neﬁt by this
difcovery, being foon fuperfeded by Padracias, who was,
by the court of Spain, appointed vice-roy of Pananta,
originally and at that time capital of the South-fea
Spanith colonies : there is a great ridge of mountains, of
rather of many diftiné hills running zlong this ifthmus,
into the gulph of Darien; there come from the moun-
tains many rivers, which formerly afforded much gold
duft or grains ; this was the principal inducement to that
romantic, ill-contrived, badly executed, and therefore
thort-lived Scots fettlement here, called the Darien op
Caledonia [¢] company, anno 16g¢.

ing to the Englith their colony of New-Netherlind, now called New-
York ; the Dutch fettled its northein parts of Efguibe Barbice, &, Sir
Walter Raleigh, anno 1595, had taken poffeflion of the whole country for
the crown' of England.

[¢] Anno 1695, by an aét of the Scots parliament, feveral foreigners,
as well a5 natives, of Scatland, with a joint ftock with perpetual fucceffion,
were incorporated by the name of The company of Scotland, trading to
Africa and the Indies. One half at leaft of the fock, to belong 1
Scotifh-men refiding in Seotland ; not any one {ubfcription lefs than ool
and not exceeding 7000 /. fterling : to plant colonies, to build forts, &,
in any part of Afia, Africa, and America, with confent of the natives and
inhabitants thereof, and not pofiefied by any European {overeign; with
an exclufive trade, but may grant-permiflions to other traders, to all Afia,
Africa, and America, for thirty-one years. 'The company to have the
jurifdi®Hon in their own colonies, where they may impole duties, cuftoms,
&Fe. "Theirtrade in Scotland to be exempted from all dutjes for twenty-
one'years.  All concerned in the company are declared free Denizens of
Scotland.  For form’s fake king William did grant to the company letters
patent agreeable to this a&t, By the intereft of fome gentlemen deeply
concerned, the parfinment in the faime (effions paffed an adt, of bad confe-
quence, impowering the managers for boroughs, companies incorporate of
collegiate, to inveft any part of their ftock in this company.

They began to fettle at Darien 16gg ; the faid aét and letters patent
were rectified by aScots alt of parliament anno 17015 and when the
affair laboured much, by an a& of queen Anue in 2'Scots parliament, ann0

Anno
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Anno 1680, fome of the buccaniers wentup the gulph
or river of Darien, and from thence, by a fhort land-
paffage to Sr. Maria, in the bay of Panama : fome buc-
caniers returned the fame way to the north fea. Ar
fome c!i ftance to the weftward, fix leagues is Nombre de
Dios, (nomen Dei) eighteen leagues from Panama; here

the nul.uma for merly loaded, “but becaufe of the ﬁci\ly
air here and 'in the gulph of Darien, they were both re-
linquithed by the Spaniards; this is the narroweft place
of the neck : negroes from Jamaica, interlopers, have car-
ried letters of advice from Nombre de Dios to Panama,
and brought back anfwers in thirty-fix hours. Six
leagues welt from Nombre de Dios is Porto-Bello[4]

1703, all perfons and fhips, natives and foreioners, trading to their colo-
nies by the permiffion of the company, and returning to Scotland, are in-
vefted with all privileges and immunities of the company,

The pm_]g& of fetdling a colony at Darien, well deferves the name of a
Scots ForLy ; a country under fubjedtion to Spain at that time in peace
with us, and upon any emergency by a fleet from Spain, capable of
fwallowing them up; ‘befides its being inhofpitable from its unhealthful-
nefs. If inftead of this they had procured of Spain an Affiento Negro
contraét, with an annual dry- uood fhip; if they followed a faftory trade to ¢
China, to the bay of Bengal, to Hegly river, to Arabia, £5'¢. _perhaps it
might have turned to fome account; they foon were ina tuitous con-
dition, and a little before the union with England, 100/ flock fold
for 10/,

As good fometimes comes out of evil and folly, it happened fo in this
inftance : many of the Scots members of the union parhament and theit
friends were concerned and involved in this company ; the happy union
was much promoted by infertmg a claule in the articles of union, that all
concerned fhould be repaid their principal with g per cent. from the time
of paying in their money to May 1, 1701; the whole amounted to
23,288/, flerling, to be paid out of the 108,085 /. flerling, equivalent
money granted ln E uuLud to Scotland, for that p"r' of the | nglith pub-
lic debts which woul , by rs d excife of Scot-
Lind to an equality v i wof Scotland
called this, the iu.!mn of the cog

[4] Porto-Bello was taken by a fmall fquadron under the command of
admiral Vernon, November anno 1730, much o his credit and the ho-
nour of the Brtfh nation. Porto-Bello taken from the Spaniards,
and . Logifbourg: on Cape-Breton from the French, are the moft ce-
lebrated E‘rjl()ltb this, war, of the Britifh people from home and in
America: perhaps the moft remas

'l‘

rkable inftances in hiflory of the Spanifh
and French pufillanimity and cowardice, and of the Britifh temerity
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is the north fea barcadier of Panama, about twenty
leagues diftant, and the fair for the Spanifh galleons and
the Britith South-fea annual fthip. A few leagues welk
of Porto-Bello is the river Chagre (here Vernon, anmg
1740, feized the Spanifh factory, and carried off goods
to the value of 70,000/ flerling) from the head of their
river is the fhorteft land-carriage to Panama, not exceed-
ing feven leagues. _

5. The early adventurers to America; whqrc they found
any large opening or inlet, they had fome {mall hopes'of
a thorough-fare to the South-feas, but proceeding onlya
fmall way, they were baulked: thus it happened in Chefe-
peak-Bay of Virginia, in Hudfon’s river of New-York,
in St. Laurence’s river of Canada the longeft and largeft
of thefe inlets : John Cartier, a Frenchman, anno 1535
failed up the gulph and river of St. Laurence fo far as
Montreal in Canada.  Sir Humphry Gilbert from Eng-
land, hearing of a ftrait north of Virginia (New-Eng-
land and Nova Scotia were at that time comprehended
in the denomination of Virginia) imagined, it might be
a thorough-fare to the Eaft-Indies; he failed up the
gulph.and river of St. Laurence anno 1583, and took
pofieflion for the crown of England.

6. The next and laft thorough-fare northward, is
Davis’s-ftraits ; but as this is a very wide opening, or
rather fea, dividing North-America from a northern
diftin¢t continent called Weft-Greenland or New-Den-
mark, we muft refer it to the paragraphs of a north-
weit paffage, and the feétion of Hudfon’s-Bay lodges
and trade.

bravery. The Cubaand Carthagena very charpeable, but ineffsGual late
expeditions, are notorious inftances of a miniftry (from corruption or
humour the populace) wantonly playing away men and money ; particu-
larly,_ their unnataral and barbarous demand of {fome thoufands of able
men from our infant colonies (who rather required large additions of peo-
ple, for planting and defending their fettlements) as a facrifice ; of the §00
men from Maflachufetts-Bay, not exceed ing fifty returned,

IV. Effays
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IV. Eflays towards a north-eaft paffage to China and
the Indian feas, come next in courle of time ; thefe ad-
ventures were prior to the outfets for the north-weft dif-
covery. The Cabots, in queft of a north-eaft paflage, firft
weathered the north cape of Europein 72 D. N. lat. by
much folicitation, our fovereigns of thefe times were
prompted to make fome advances this way in favour of
trade. In king Edward the fixth’s reign, was in-
corporated a company of merchants for difcovering of
lands unknown ; in confequerce of this fome Englith
fhips, by the White-fea, came to Archangel; and the
grand duke of Mufcovy or Ruflia, grants toan Englith
Ruffia-Company fundry privileges., Anno regni i, 2,
Philip and Mary, by patent, a fociety was incorporated,
by the name of The governor, confuls, affiftants, fellow-
thip, and commoenalty of merchant-adventurers to lands,
territories, &¢. unknown or unfrequented; this com-
pany were in poffeflion of the Ruffia trade twenty-five or
thirty years before the Dutch attempred it.

Towards the end of the fixteenth century, the Englifh
and Dutch began to try for a north-eaft paffage, and
for many years loft fhips and their labour in impraéti-
cable adventures: it had an incidental good profitable
effect, it brought them into the Ruffia trade and whale-
fithery. The north-eaft and the north-weft difcoverers
introduced the whaling bufines. The Dutch have
wintered in 75 D. N. lat. in Nova-Zembla; the Englifh
have wintered in 48 D. N. lat. in Greenland ; it was re-
marked that Nova Zembla, although fouthward of
Greenland, is colder than Greenland. The Englith Ruffia-
Company were the firft who went a whaling at Eaft-
Greenland ; at that time they employed Bifcayers; af-
terwards the Dutch came into it, followed it more clofe-
ly, and are better acquainted. A few years fince, the
Englifh South-Sea-Company fitted out a great number
of good large fhips, whalers ; they funk much money
from mifmanagement, and foon abandoned the affair.

A north-
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A north-eaft pafface has been t'fi:l}“LT\I three diﬂ’erem
Ways, Tiz. Eaft of Balt-Greenland or Spitzbﬁrgen,
between Eaft-Greenland and Nova-Zembla, and b
Wygatz-firaits, berween Nova-Zembla and Ruffia ap-
on the continent,

The fouthermoft point of Eaft-Greenland lies in 76
D. N. lat. almoft due north from the north cape of Eu-
rope. This Greenland may reach the north polar te.
gions, but hitherto Point Purchas (fo called by the
name of the difcoverer) in 82 D. N. lat. is the furtheft
north that has been difcovered. The iouthernmoft
part of Eaft-Greenland lies about 150 leagues from
Nova-Zembla.

Anno 1671, a whaler failed the coaft of Eaft-Greens
lIand to 81 D, N. lat. there they found the ice firm, it
did not float; therefore it mult adhere to fome land
backwards, confequently there can be no north-eaft
paflage that way. As the northerly and eafterly winds
in thefe parts caufe very intenfe frofts, there muft be to
windward vaft continents covered with fnow or large
fields of impenetrable ice.  Thus the very hard frofts
from the norch and north-weft winds in Baffin’s-Bay,
Davis’s-ftraits, and Hudfon’s-Bay, indicate vaft cons
tinents of fnow and ice to the norch-weit.

Anno 1676, Capt, Wood was firted out by the court
of England in his Majeity’s fhip Speedwell with the
Profperous-pink, to difcover a north eaft pafiage to the
Indian feas; the Speedwell was caft away upon the
rocks of Nova-Zembla in 74 D. 30 M. N. lat. (the
men were f{aved, and came home in the Profperous-
pink) they found ice along to the northward with
foundings, therefore land is not far off, and Nova-
Zembla (a conjecture) may range north-weftward, un-
til 1t meets with Eaft-Gree nland, confequently no notth-
eaft paflage between them, unlefs by fome firaits; the
1erefore no paflage
water is rather falter than com-

flood fets from the S, or 5. W. tl
northward ; befides the
mon fea or ocean water.

4 In
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In endeavouring a N. E. paffage Nova-Zembla was
% difcovered, and Wygatz-ftraits between Nova-Zem-
¢ bla, and the continent of Tartary or Ruffia: thofe ftraits
f: in N, lat. 70 D. are always frozen and full of ice, except-
ing when for a very fhort time by a N. E. hurricane or
{torm it is cleared; but this time being fhort and wea-
ther tempeftuous, it may be deemed impraéticable.

i [e] Sundry writers give us various fmall accounts or
{4 hints, fome favouring, fome difcouraging a N. E. paffage;
i none of them are {ufficiently vouched. Some have writ-
ten, that, upon the coafts of Japan and China, drift whales
have been found with Dutch harping irons ; thefe muft

[e] There was a conteft of many years ftanding, between Sir Ifaac
Newron with his followers, members of the Royal Society in London,
and the Caffinis with their followers, members of L’ Academie Royale
des Sciences in Paris, concerning the figure of the earth., Sir Ifaac
affirmed, J# avas an oblate fpheroid, that is, the earth rifes higher towards
the equator, and falls in towards the pole; Caflini pretended from
aftual menfuration, that it was an oblmg fpheroid. The king of France
(the French court are much to be extolled for their generofity in en-
couraging and promoting of ufeful difcoveries, but their agents or peo-
ple employed, are not always to be depended upon in the exaétnefs
and truth of their reports) at a great charge employed his aftronomers,
and other mathematicians, to meafure the degrees of latitude from the
north to the fouth of France, by ftations and triangles: their reports at
that time, are now, by their own confeffion, found to be falfe by two of
their own miffions confiffing of a parcel of Academicians; one was
& fent to Peru in America, to meafure a degree of latitude near the
yi equator; theyarelately returned to France: the other detachmentwas
+_, fent to Torneo in Finland in Sweden, to take the dimenfions of a de-
gree of latitude under the polar circle; they returned anno 1737 (Torneo
is at the bottom of the Bothnick gulph in N, lat. 65 D. 50 M. and
1 H. 23 M. eaft from Paris) from an obferved eclipfe of the moon and
fome occulrations of fixed ftars, variation W. § D. 5 M. the refrattions
did not differ muach from thofe in France, the river was not fhut up
with ice until Nov. 2 ; they found the length of a degree of latitade
that cuts the polar circle to be §7,437 toifgs or French fathoms, that
is, tocotoifes longerthan it fhould be according to Caffini: they pre-
tended to French galcon, or romantick exaétnefs, exceeding not only
credibility, but ¢redulity itfelf, @iz, to find an alcertained bafis for the
menluration of their triangles, in meafuring by two companies, upon
the ice, each with four wooden rods thirty feet long, in 7400 fathems
five feet, they differed only four inches,

Vor, I. E have
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have come by a N. E. paffage. *Some relate Ruffian
barks that have failed from the Mare glaciale’ eaftiof
Wygarz-1 raits, by Cape Seurainos, in N. lat. 60D 1o
trade with the people who live on the Oriental ocean in
N. lat. 50 D. therefore Alia and A merica are two fr:parate
tontinents. ~ The Dutch fas it i3 faid) anno 1646, thied
this paffage hackswards, from Japan to the north ocean,
but to no purpofe: they were not obftructed by the
jce, but pu::.:lt:d by broken lands, head land; iflands,
bays, coves, inlets; and creeks.  Some Dutch whalers
mifling of whales proceeded farther nerth than Cape
Purchas of Eaft-Greenland in N. lat 82 D. and found ap
open fea clear of ice, but very hollow. N. B. Why did
they not proceed in queft of a paffage ? If a clear fea could
be found, that is, without continents or iflands to faflen
and fix the ice, a paffage might be pofiible': buta pal-
fage through ftraits cannot be practicably fafe ; theitice
is generally fixed 5 if accidentally in the height of fome
fummers they be open, it.can be only for a fhort time,
and the uncertainty, when a froft may fet it, renders
the navigation too hazardous to run the rifk of the
vefiel being frozen up, and the people perithing : Spitz-
bergen, or Faft-Greenland, feems to be a clufter of
broken iflands.

V. Adventures of a north-weft paffage to the weft or
Indian feas for the Spice-iflands and China. Sebaftian
Cabort, a native of England, was fitted out by Henry VII,
of England, anno 1497, to difcover a north-weft paf-
fage to the Spice-iflands and Faft-Indies ; he made land
in Weft-Greenland in N. lat. 67 D. and called it Prima
Vifta, and from thence coafted to Florida, taking pof-
fifion, according to the forms of thofe times as he failed
along, for the crown of England; but endeavoured o
paflage.

Sir Martin Frobifher, at firft fitred out by privatead-
venturers, made three voyages, anno 1576, 1577,15733
to a ftrait in N, lat. 63 D. called by his own namt

but ice and the inclemency of the weather fucceffively

obliged
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obliged him to return, without any north-weft paflage
difcovery. .He took formal poffeflion of the north con-
tinent of Greenland, for the crown of England ; but the
Norwegians (at prefent the fubjets of Denmark) pre-
tended to have had fettlements there prior by 200 years,
trom Iceland {its porth parts are in N, lat, 66 D. 20 D.
welt from London ;) but our firft north-weft adven-
turers Frobifher, Davis, Hudfon, Baffin, Smith, ¢,
tid not find the leaft veftige of the Norwegians ever
being there: there was no bread-corn, no herbage, the
aborigines had not altered their way of living, being
cloathed with fkins, and lodging in caves. “This north
continent the Danes call New-Denmark, and have a fmall
miferable fettlement there in Davis’s-ftraits in N, lat.
64 D. and a guard (hip in the whaling feafon: the foil
and Indian trade are not worth contending for ; the beft
of beayer and other fur s from hence, but in fmall quan-
uties 3 it is inhofpitable. Hans Egeda, in his natural
hiftory of Greenland, 4% 1741, {ays that Greenland was
firft difcovered by the Norwegians and Icelanders, anno.
982, but the inclemency of the climate occalioned their
abandoning it; his relation of many colonies,  ab-
pbeys, and churches is too romantic: fo obrain credir,
Anno 1721, a company of merchants or trading men, by

a royal Danifh licence {et up at Bergen of New-Denmark
in N. Lat, 64 D. where the author and his family conti-
nued fifteen years; he faysthat batley does ripen there [ £ ],
that there i1s fome tillage and pafture-land, only brufh-
wood, feveral fhell-fith, land conftantly covered with ice
and {now,
well; muf

excepting near the fea-fhore, LUrneps grow

ketoes very troublefome in Julyand Auguft.
[£] There is a peculiar feed of grain for various climates: in Lap-
land, they have a (pec i i !
fowed ; the barley {e
not ripen therc: thus maz
in New-England; that of
Scotia and  Canada, The{
1s ftunted and de
wood.  Farther o b
eranberries, &' Stll farther

n fix weeks from its being

r {outh, as of stockholm, do

n of Virginia does not ripen
} does not ripen in Nova
1er north, the mere vegerable growth

orth grow only pine, fir, and birch

h-as heath, juniper, vitis, id




52 Britith awd French Serriements Parnl,

There is no good whaling amongft the loofe ice; the
whales when ftruck, dive, and it is uncertain where they
may come up to blow; but near great iflands of ice, and
fields of ice or faft ice, they muft come up by the fame
fide; as the Amencan or weft thore belongs to Great-
Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, arno 1713, the winds,
being generally from the north and north-weft, it is the
leethore and fields of ice; therefore if a monopoly of
whaling could be allowed, by the law of nations,
Davis’s-ftraits, it muft belong to Great-Britain; thus we
claim, but for political reafons do not profecute our claim,
to an exclufive herring fithery at Schetland, or north
parts at Scotland ; this controverfy is well canvafied pro
and con by Selden in his Mare ¢laufum and by Grotius, in
his Mare liberum. At prefent the king of Denmark
affumes the fovereignty of the feas in Davis’s-ftraits.

John Davis, vpon the north-weft paflage dilcovery,
anno 1583, made Cape Defolation about 62 D. N. Lat.
and failed to no effeét, fo high as 66 D. 40 M. He made
another voyage anno 1 586, found among the natives fome
copper, Anno 1587, he made a third voyage, and failed
fo high as 72 D. 10 M. Thisopening is ftill called Frz-
tum Davis, or Davis’s-ftraits.

The king of Denmark, upon pretence of renewing
his claims, fitted out fome veflels for this difcovery
anno 1605, 1606, 1607, &¢. their adventures were of
no confequence. Anno 1619, John Munc failed into
the northern parts of Davis’s-ftraits, and called it Mare
Chriftianum (the name of the king of Denmark at that
time) he wintered in 63 D. 20 M. N. Lat, and called
it Munc’s winter harbour ; and the country he called
New-Denmark ; few of his men furvived fo as tore-
turn home and live.

In the beginning of the laft century, Henry Hudfon,
by two adventures, having fatisfied himfelf that there wis
no north-eaft paffage to China, was fent from England
to try a north-weft paflfage ; as the weft northward ne-
vigation had no fuccefs, he failed by the weft fouth:

war
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ward opening, through the ftraits, called by his name,
into a bay called Hudfon’s-Bay, where he perithed by
the infidioufnefs of his villainous crew.

Sir Thomas Button (in thefe times many feafaring
commanders were knighted, to encourage difcoveries)
anno 1611, encouraged by Prince Henry, purfued the
north-weft difcoveries, pafled through Hudfon’s-ftraits
and Bay, mavigated and Jooked into the feveral creeks
and inlets of its weftern fhore (water generally eighty fa-
thom deep) he gave it the name of New-Wales; he, in
much mifery, wintered in 57 D. 10 M. N. Jat. he called
the place Port Nelfon. This weft coaft was afterwards
called Burtton’s-Bay.

Sir Thomas Smith’s found, difcovered anno 1616, is
inN. Lat. 78 D.

After Davis, M. Baffin profecuted the north-north-
weftward paffage, in the north parts of Davis’s-ftraits ;
there he fgunc‘l a great bay called Baffin’s-Bay ; he did
not profecute to the bottom, or farther extent of this
bay, but defpaired of finding a northweift paflage. In
N. Lat. 98, the compafs varied 57 D, W. the greateft
known variation.

No more voyages were made from England upon that
defign until anno 1631, Capt. Thomas James, of Briftol,
made fome additional difcoveries to thofe of Hudfon,
Button, and Baffin (here we anticipate a little the Hud-
fon’s-Bay account) he wintered at Charleton-Ifland, near
the bottom of Hudfon’s-Bay : in this ifland, he fays, in
fummer-feafon, the days are exceffive hot, and in the
nights froft : in the months of June and July, the mu-
fketoes are intolerable 5 feveral kinds of fies and butter-
flies; no fifh, nor fith-bones, or fhells upon the fhore,
excepting cockle-fhells ; here were feveral kinds of
fowl, deers, foxes, bears, and fome {mall quadrupedes ;
full of fpruce, firs, and juniper, He printed his journal
(a good performance) London 1633, 4. He gave it as
his opinion, that there can be no north-weft paflage.

ET3 Several
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Several others in the beginning of the feventeenth
century, made .:u“ic'npt% for a north-weft paffage. Weft.
Greeniand and Felds of ice obftruéted them ; but an -

very confiderable benefit accrued, viz. the Da-
o whale-filhery. None have l1ruf(3;utet:l the
navigation along the weft fide of Welt-Greenland into
very high mnudu, to difcover whether Weft-Green-
land and L aft-Greenland do converge fo as tojoin, or if
there be a paffage along by the n north pole.

The many xlndppqumnrms and dmowwements, as
alfo the inteftine broils and confufions in Lngland, did
put a i'tmd to all difcoveries and other improvements,
Upon the reftoration of King Charles II, the difeovery

jects 'were again fet on toot by fome noblemen and
merchants : l’rr‘ac( Rupert was concerned : Capt. Guils
hm iu the Noni iu?- ketch, was fitted out anno 1667 3

up Baffin’s-Bay fo high as 75 D. N. Lat. and

:’. to Prince .uug-\x.‘.. rivér in W\ Lat. 51 D. and

= foundation of an advantageous fur-trade in the

lon’s-Bay company, eftablifhed by royal patent anno
1670, to Prince Rupert and affociates.

t. Middleton, in his north-weft difcovery voyage,
anno 1742, fays, itis impofliblein any part of the weftern
coaft, lower chan 67 D. N. Lat, called Cape Hope, weft
from London §7°D. He pmetends to have infpeéted
this coaft n: -rrowiv 5 and if there be any paffage farther
notth, it mult be impracticable, becaufe (if at all clear)
it cannot be clear above one week in the year. His
main attempt was in Wager river N, Lat. 65. D. 25M.
the entrance fix to eight m[lcs wide, tide five or fix knOG:
foundings not lefs than fixteen fa thoms (many favages
came a bmrd buthad no trade, they lpr)kt‘ of mines [¢])
the farther h( went up Wager river, the tides' did rifeles

[g] Many of our adventurers to North and South-America (withels
r‘\\ alter Ral eigh in the river Oronake) feem to have been more st

tent apon m etals ahd minerals, than, upon pallages to the Laﬂ Indies,
Indian trade, or fettling of colonies,

(whereas




Seerv Il in Norra-Americw. £4

{whereas Sir John Narborough, in his'paffage through
the ftraits of Magellan; ‘the nearer' ke ‘approached the
weftern flood, the tide did rife mdre) the water from
{alt became brackifh, and gradually more frefh 3, theres
for it muft proceed from fome frelh water river, and
is no falt water thorough-fare.

If there were difcovereda N, E. or N. W. paffage to
China, . the difficyltics: in .navigation-would reader it of
little or no ufe, other, than to amuleithe eurious in the
hydrography.of thofe parts, : :

There 1s a river, which the French Coureur des Bois
call St. Lawrepce, coming from the weltward ; it fallg
into the northern parts of the upper lake, nearly 100Dx
W. from London, and the fame latitude with the bottom
of Hudfon’s-Bay, and communicared wich 1t by Water
canoe carriage ; the north parts of California lie in about
130D, weft from London (according to Dr. Halley’s
accurate laying of it) and in Lat. 42 D. thus the differ-
ence of longitude is only 30 D. which, .at the medium
Lat. of 45 D. (fourteen leagues to a degree) makes only
420 leagues ; and if California is divided from the con-
tinent by a finus or {trait; this will render the diltance to
that ftraic ftill fhorter, by going up this river fo far as
Water canoe carriage. will allow, and then perhaps only
fome fhort land carrying-place ro fome. rivulet oy river
running. weftward towards the feas. of California or
weltern ocean, if fome ridge or chain of impradticable
mountains do not intervend. But. g dono all this puz-
zle ? only to afcertain: the geography of that country 3
it can be of no ufe in nayigaton.

Mr. Dobbs, who blamed Capt. Middleton very much
for his bad management and unfaithfulnefs, did, anno
1745, procure anact of parliament, viz. Whereas a
north-weft paffage through Hudfon’s-ftraits to theweltern
American ocean will be a great benefit to the trade
of Great-Britain 3 there is. enadted a public reward of
20,000/, fterling. to any fhip or veflel belonging to fub-

E 4 jects
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jects: of Great-Britain, that (hall find out any fuch
}lmol'ongh-tllx'e or paffage. Upon this encouragement the
Dobbs -galley and California failed from England i
May 1746 3 hitherto we have an account of them,

A digreffion concerning whaling.

THE New-England whalersdiftinguifhed tenor twelve
different {pecies of the whale-kind; the moft beneficial
is the black whale, whale-bone whale, or true whale, as
they call it ; in Davis’s-ftraits, in N. lat. 70 D. and up-
wardsthey are very large; fome may yield 1 50 puncheons,
being 400 or 500 barrels of oil, and bone of eighteen feet
and upwards ; they are a heavy loggy fith, and do not
fight, as the New-England whalers exprefs it ; they are
ealily ftruck and faftened, but not above one third of them
are recovered ; by finking and bewildering themfelves
under the ice, two thirds of them are loft irrecoverably;
the whale-bone whales killed upon the coaft of New-
England, Terra de Labradore, and entrance of Davis's-
ftraits, are fmaller; do yield not exceeding 120 to 130
barrels of oil, and of nine feet bone 140 1b. wt. they are
wilder more agile and do fight.

Sperma ceti whales are to be found almoft every whete;
they have no bone, fo called ; fome may yield fixty or fe-
venty barrels of oil, called vicious ¢il, the fitteft for lamps
or a burning light. It is from this whale that we have
the parmacitty or fperma ceti (very improperly fo called)
the ancients were at a lofs whether it was an animal or:
mineral {ubftance; Schrodera celebrated Pharmacopceia
writer about the middle of the laft eentury, callsic Aiud
genus bituminis, quod Sperma ceti officine vocant 5 he de-
fcribes it Pinguedo furfurofa produfia exhalatione térre
fulpburez.  We now find that any part of its oil, but
more abundantly the head-matter as the whalers term
it, if it ftand at reft, and in the fun, will fhoot into adi-
pous flakes, refembling in fome manner the cryftaliza-

tion
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tion of falts : inftead of /perma ceti, it ought to be called

adeps cetiy in the materia mecica. This fame whale

gives the ambergris, a kind of perfume, as is mufk :

anciently it was by the natural hiftorians defcribed as a
kind of bitumen; hence the name ambra grifea. Dale, a
noted author, in his pharmacologia, not long fince pub-
lithes it as fuch ; it 1s now fully difcovered to be fome
production from this fpecies of whale ; for fome time it
was jmagined fome peculiar concreted juice lodged in a
peculiar cyftis 5 in the fame manner as is the caftereum of
the beaver or Fiber Canadenfis, and the zibethum of the
civit-cat or hyena, in cyftis’s both fides in the Ani rima.
Thus not long fince, lome of our Nantucket whalers
imagined, that in fome (very few and rare) of thefe male
or bull whales, they had found the gland or cyftis in
the loins near the fpermatic organs: late and more ac-
curate obfervations feem to declare it to be fome part of
the ordure, dung, or alvine excrement of the whales
{quid-fith, one of the Newfoundland baits for cod, are
fometimes in Newfoundland caft afhore in quantities, and
as they corrupt and fry in the fun they become a jelly
or fubftance of an ambergris {mell ; therefore as {quid
bills are fometimes found in the lumps of ambergyis,
it may be inferred, that ambergris is fome of the excre-
ment from {quid-food, with {fome fingular circumftances
or difpofitions that procure this quality, {eldom concur-
ring 3 thus the Nantucket whalers, for fome years laft,
have found no ambergris in their whalers. The fperma
ceti whale has no bone or baleine in his mouth, but fine
white teeth ; they are moft plentiful upon the coaft of
Virginia and Carolina.

The fin-back, befide two {inall fide-fins, has a large fin
upon his back ; may yield fifty to fixty barrels of oil; his
bone. is brittle, of little or no ule; he fwims {wifter, and
is very wild when ftruck. The Bermudians fome years
catch twenty of thefe whales, not in floops, but in whale.
boats from the fhore as formerly at Cape-Cod ; their

i governor




ith and French SeTTreEMENTS  PaArRTL

J
o

governor of Bermudas has a perquifite of 10/ otitiof
each old whale.
The humpback has a bunch in the fame part of his
k, i 2 the’ bohe is ‘hot good ; makes

The fer: '. wha 1 has feveral of thefe btimps.
Black-fifh, 7. e. grampus of fix to ten barrels of oil,
bottle-nhofe of three or four barrels, may (like {heep) be
drove afhore by boats.
Liver-oil is reckoned  the beft, efpecially for leathet-

Whales are ”“f

rw} and' great trwdhrs or paf-
fengers; inthe at ey 2o o fouth's in the {pring they
return northward. Théy copulate Tike neat cattle, bt
the fem m a fupine p'v{ilm The true or whale-
boné whale’s fwallow is not much bigger than thatof
an ox; hefee Lls upon fn H fifh and fea-infets that keep
; ha ,mI\ onc fmall fin each fide of his head of
- ufe to'him in fiwimming, but-with ’i. large ho-
rizenfal ‘tail he feulls himfelf in the water. The North
C""" ‘ 7;1 N. Lat. %2'D, in' E anw \\h ales, are of the
cind ‘as the New-E ngland; and entrance

here  'we may again obferve, that the
latitudes ' are not 1o cold as the. fame
0l latitudes [A], becaufe 72 D. is'the proper M.

g

[#] The cold is much more intenfe in the north parts of Américs,
than in| the 1.:11.._ I. nrudes in the northern parts of Europe. Ca;"
Tiddl t of his wintering, anno 1742, @t
« I N. L, 5g D, whereas the French
em mc.}l ml{u onaries at Iu.rm in Llp]uﬂd N. Lat. 66 D,
anno 1737, to Ration their triangles for the menfuration of a degree
of laticade there under the polar circle, ,in’ winter did -traverfe the

ontal At Lnarba, near Enera lake in N. Lat, 6g D. the com-
try is fo populous as to have annual fairs for trade, ~ At Wardhus,
20 D. g6 M. in .\mt'ay the king of Denmark keeps a g‘u‘nfﬂﬂ»
Fhe Dute h m-.u.k..l in Nova:Zembla N. Lat. 75. The E nglith in
land N, Lat, 26 D. ]

are wefterly,
s between the

ith, the moft conftant winds
of the eafterly trade w

pean high laticudes, as alfo in the northern Ame-
lat,




Seer. 1L 7 NorTH-AMER1ICA, 59

lat. in Davis’s-ftraits for the large whales, and the Dutch
fith for them long-fide of fields or large iflands of ice ;
they ufe long warps, not drudges as'in New-England.

Nantucket men, are the only New-England whalers:
at prefent ; this year 1746, notabove three or four whales
were caught in Cape Cod; thewhales, as alfo the herrings,
(our hersings are not of a good quality) feem to be
drove off from thence. ILaft year Nantucket brought
about 10,000 barrels to market; this year they do not
follow it fo much, becaufe of the low price of oil in
Europe ; notwithftanding, this year they fic out fix or
feven veflcls for Davis’s-ftraits, and fail in the end of
March ; they fometimes make Cape Frewell in fifteen
days, fometimes in not lefs than fix weeks. * Upon a
peace, they defign to fifh for whales in deep water, fo far
as the Weft-Indies, and Weftern-Iflands. A whale may
keep half an hour under water without blowing (breath-
ing) but is obliged to blow many times before the dives
again.

Some New-England men, a few years fince, attempted
whaling in the entrance of Davis’s-ftraits, but to no ad-
vantage: they generally arrived there too late, in keep-

rican high latitudes, the winds are generally from the polar regions;
the cold denfer air, by reafon of its gravity, prefling towards the
equator, where the air js more rarified, lighter, and lefs elaftic, to
preferve an equilibrium, which is matural to all floids = in the Eu-
ropean-high north Tatitndes, this wind (it is frequently N, 'W. being a
fort of diagonal or compofituny between the foutherly direétion tos
wards the fouthern rarified air, and its woﬂcr!y refiux or eddy dis
redlion) crofies a deep large occan, confequently warm. and mellow :
i the American high north latitudes, thefe winds glide zlong vaft gon-
tinents of fnow and ice, and confequently more and more: chilled';
this, en pajlant; may be a good furmife, againft apracticable N, W,
paflage, becaule the warm ocean and its influence muft be-at a great
diftance. This way of realoning does not hold good in the high
fouthemn latitudes, rom thiz dottrine, the winds ought tobe 5.
W. whereas they are in a manner fixed at N. W. buti pethdps may
intitiate, that there i3 no continegnt of land or ice to. the 8, W.
vait ocean to the well, northward to windward, which, by.a boiflerous
hollow fea, carries the wind along with it ; in fa&, the fhips that failed
to near 7o DS, Lat. feldom fonnd any floating ice.

4. ing
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ing too near the Labradore fhore (they kept within fifty
leagues of the thore, they ﬂ)ouiq have kept i 50 ]eague_s
to fea) they were embayed and impeded by the fields of
ice.

Whales feems to have fome degree of fagacity. When
much difturbed, they quit their keeping ground, and the
tracts of their ufual pafiages (the whale is a paffenger
from north to fouth, and back again according to the
{eafons) thus, as to New-England, formerly for many fuc-
ceffive years, they fet in along thore by Cape-Cod. There
was good whaling in boats, proper watchmen afhore by
fignals gave notice when a whale appeared ; after fome
years they left this ground, and pafied farcher off upon
the banks at fome diftance from the fhore ; the whalers
then ufed floops with whale-boats aboard, and this fith-
ery turned to good account. At prefent they feem in
a great meafure, to be driven off from thefe banks, and
take their courfe in deep water, that is, in the ocean;
thither upon a peace our whalers defign to follow them,
In Davis’s-ftraits, at the firft coming of the whaling fhips,
whales were plenty, but afterwards being much difturbed,
they became fearce, and the fhips returned home, before
the inclemencies of the weather fet in. The whaling fea-
fon in both Greenlands is in Mayand June; the Dutch fet
out for Davis’s-ftraits the beginning of March; fometimes
they are a month in beating to weather Cape Farewell;
they do not arrive in the fithing ground until May. Anno
1743, perhaps a medium year, the Dutch had in Davis’s-
ftraits fifty whaling fhips (at Spitzbergen, or Eaft-Green-
land, they had 137 whalers) and got feventy-fix whales
and a half.

Obfervation and experience or praltice improves every
affair; formerly the whalers (even at Spitzbergen) ufed
to tow the whales they killed into harbours to cut them
up; at prelent they cut them up at fea and fave much
time: formerly they whaled in New-England and Ber-
mudas only with boats from the fhore (at Bermudas
they continue f0) afterwards by floops upon the adjacent

banks,
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banks, and do now proceed to catch them in deep water:
formerly it was imagined that the true whale lived up-
on a kind of alga or fea-grafs, or upon an cozy mud,
now it is certain that they feed on fhoals of {mall fifhes
and fea-infeéts ;3 formerly our naturalifts judged the
fperma ceti and ambergris to be litumina fui generis ;
at prefent it is obvious that the firft is only a concreted
oil or flakey adeps of a certain fpecies of whale; the
other is an indurated part of the ordure of the fame kind
of whale when it feeds upon fquids, with other circum-
ftances of fex, feafon, &¢. and therefore but rarely found.

Some years fincey the South-fea company. fitted out
twenty- four large fine whaling fhips; from mifmanage-
ment it turned to no account, they funk about roo,
000 /. fterling,

The Britifh parliament, to encourage whaling, did pafs
an act, anno 1733, to continue during the whaling act 5
George II. enacting, That there fhould be paid &y the
receiver-general of the cuftoms upon their return as a pre-
mium 204, per ton of fhipping, under the following qua-~
lifications ; the fhips not to be under 200 tons, having on
board forty filhing-lines, of 120 fathom at leaft each, forty
harpoon irons, four boats with feven men to each ( in-
cluding the harponeer, fteerfman, and line manager for-
merly employed in fuch voyages) with the maiter and
furgeon, in all thirty men. For fhips exceeding 200
tons, for everyone exceeding fifty tons, an addition of one
boat, fix men, ten lines, and ten harpoon irons : muft
carry [ix months provifion: and oil and bone to be
duty free.

This prolix digreffion, as containing fome things that
are not generally attended to, may be amufement to the
curious ; and does by anticipation abbreviate the argicle
of fithery, in the hiftory of New-England.

ArTiCcLE
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ArTticiLe IIL

£ - 6 tae aumd fieit ottleemrs *
Some account of the difcoverics and firft fettlementsin America
frain Europe.

[7] \HE only European navigators and planters of
America are the Spanith, Portugueze, Dutch,
and Englith; the Englith are the proper {ubject-mattet
of this hiftory, and their difcoveries fhall be related in
courfe ; the others ave the fubject of this article of the

tntroauction.

The continent of  Ar
about 1co00- leacues

twentieth part of a de:

a at a medium eftimate is
by leagues we always mean the
ec on the meridians) from Europe
and Africa, upon the intervening Atlantick or northern,
and the Ethiopick or fouthern ocean, and Spaniards call
the whole Mar del Nort ; from Afia about 2500 leagues
upongthe intervening South-fea, Pacific Ocean, or Mar
del Zur, which is reckoned o extend two fifths of theealt
and weft circumference of the earth.

At firll the America navigations were via Canaries
and the Caribbee-iflands; a more dire@ navigation to
1ts feyeral parts s now praétifed; the ancients imagined
that within the tropics (won ¢ff babitabilis 2ftu) the earth
was not habitable, whereas the fine rich countries of
Mexico and Peru lie moftly within che tropies.

America may be divided into the continents of North-
America, called by the Spanifh writers America Mexi-
cana, the continent of South-America, called by the
Spaniards America Peruviana, the intermediate ifthmus
or audience of Guatimala, and Greenland north of
Davis’s- ftraits,

[:] Confidering that the accounts of the difcoveries and firft fottle-
ments in America from Europe, publifhed in Englith by our hiltorians,
geographers, and atlas-makers are fo confuled and falfe, fo romantic
and imperfeét; I am induced by fome friends to infert fome better
vouched and digefted thort account of the matter; this, though not
inconfiftent with our fubje&, will render the introductory fection, out
of all proportion and {ymmetry, too prolix;

I. Spanifs
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1. Spauifls dilcoveries and firft [ettlements,

Curistoraer Corow, or Corumsvs, a Genoele ma-
riner or pilot, a curious man in his way, fedulous in ‘mak-
ing coalling charts of his voyages, and mtu.?lly a'pro-
]LCLur ; hc was for fome years an inhabitant of Terceras
one of the Portugueze weflern iflands, diftant ﬁ‘om-
Newfoundland not exceeding 300 leagues. He went
to the court of Portugal, pmpoiu! difcoveries upon the
well coaft of Aftrica: 1’.1\1"1” for fome time hcqucntcd
that coalt and the Canary-ilands [£], as he formeérly did
the weftern iflands 3 conlidering the {un’s diurnal mution,
the welterly winds, in certain e afons, blowing with con-
tinuance, dnvmrr pine and other fallen wood afhore,
with fome other iv mptoms, he conceived that there muft
be land to the weftward.

Anno 1486, he propofed to the ftates of Genoa, to
dilcover fome countries weftward, or to find a weftérn
paffage to the Spice-iflands ; ‘they deemed it an idle fancy
and took no notice of it. This feéming ly whimfical
pm,uuun, had the fame fate at the court of Portugal,
and with Henry VII of England, though a lover of all
projects to get money, and at the court of France: af-
ter fix years folicitation at the court of Spain, the Moors

4] The Canary-iflands {o called, from Hang. dogs found there, the
infule fortunataof the ancients, were difcovered by fome Guipnicoans
fnr the king of Caftile, ‘about 1co years before Calumbus's difcovery

America; after being *d.nqm!‘le.l for many centuties by the Eu-
rnpc ins : the Pheenicians, Carthaginians, and’ Romans, dre fiidto have
planted colonies; it is certain they vifited thele iflands, although not the
lealt veltige of their having ever been there appears. Ptolemy 5 canon
was wrote in Alexandria of Egypt in the fecond century, and reckons
his longitudes from Palma, one of the Canary-iflands, 26 D. N, lat.
long. from London, W. 19 D. 24 M. Louis X111 of France, by an
editt commands all French geographers, hydrographers, and mariner,
in their journals to begin their accounts oi'lrmgitu:ic i'rum Hervo (L' lle
de Fer ) the weltermolt of the Canary-iflands zo D. wefl from: Paris ;
accordingly Sanfon, a noted French pub';ﬂu.: o: maps, places his ;_I!E
meridianjac Ferro; this is two degrees farther weft than "Tenetif,

where De Wit, the Dutch map-maker, fixes his firlt meridian, © - .9
and
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and Saracens being fully expelled (they were in poffeffion

about 8co years) he obtained three thips and 120 men;
' he failed from St. Lucar upon the difcovery in Auguit,

1492, touched at the Canaries, and from thence i
thirty-fix days (in thofe times a tedious voyage without
fight of land) and landed Oétob. 11, on the ifland Guans
chini, one of the Bahama or Lucayo-iflands (fo called,
becaufe he arrived there on St. Luke’s feftival) he called
it St. Salvador, now Cat-ifland, in N. lat. 25 D. 76 D,
welt from Londons; and from thence he failed to
Hifpaniola and Cuba-iflands, and home, carrying with
him fome Indians, as a {pecimen and vouchers of his
difcoveries; he returned by way of the Azores, and a-
rived March 13 following.

Anno 1493, Sept. 25, he fet out again with his bro-
ther Bartholomew, feventeen fail and 1500 men; he
fell in with the Caribee-iflands, and gave them names
at pleafure, which they generally retain to this day ; he
touched at Jamaica, and at Hifpaniola (his thirty-nine
men left there laft voyage were all killed by the Indians)
and at the Bahamas,

In his third voyage, anno 1498, he made the ifland
Trinidad near the mouth of the river Oronoke, and
coafted from thence 200 leagues to Porto-Bello, and cal-
led that part of the country Terra-Firma; from thence
he crofied over to his firft fettlement in Hifpaniola.

His fourth and laft voyage was anno 1502 : uponhis
return to Spain, for mifdemeanors he was in difgrace at
the court of Spain, while others were making further
difcoveries ; he died in Spain, anno 1506, Et. 64. His
’ fon Diego (the other fon died a bachelor) fucceeded him

—_

in the admiralty of the Indies, married the duke

d’Alva’s daughter, but died without iffue.
Americus Vefpucius, a Florentine, was with Columbus
in his firlt expeditions. Anno 1502, he left the Spanifh
fervice, and was employed by Emanuel king of Portugal,
to make difcoveries in this new part of the world; he
@rofled the equinoctial, and made Jand in 5 D. S. lat. zn
J the
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the coaft of Guiana, now called Surinam 5 he difcovered
Brazil, and took poffeffion for the king of Porrugal,
in the formalities of thofe times, and continued his
range to 50 D. 8. lat. The feverity of the winter ftopped
his further progrefs; he returned home by way of
Africa : next year he attempted the fame voyage, but
falling in with the coaft of Africa, he returned, and no-
thing further is recorded of him. ‘The whole continent
was called by his name America. Here is a notable
inftance of the eaprice of mankind, in giving this
newly difcovered continent the name America inftéad of
Columbia: Americus made no fettlement; Columbus
was not only the firft, but alfo the more general difco-
verer of this land.

In the beginning of the Spanifh fettlements there were
only two governors, ‘both! deputed by D. Diego fon of
Columbus, admiral of the Indies, viz. the governor of
Cuba, and the governor of Panama.

Velalquez the firft governor of Cuba, entirely re-
duced that ifland, anne 1512, and fucceffively fent forces
to reduce the main land to no parpoft. Ferdipando
Cortez, a native of Spain, and well acquainted with the
American navigation, upon a private adventure, anno
1519, fét out from Spain with eleven fhips and 55¢
men 3 ‘arrived in the ifland St. Croix, and from thence
weftward to the continent, where, as he was informed,
there was much gold; he landed on the eaft fide of
Jucatan, and thence in the river Tabalco, now called
Vittoria, in the bay of Campethee 17 D.N. lat. and
deftroyed fome of Montezuma’s tributary Indians :
having coafted farther wefl, he landed his men ar La
Vera Cruz, and burnt his tranfport thips ; not with a
defign as it is commonly imagined, by cutting off any
retreat for his men, to make them the more delperate,
but left any of his men fhould draw off and return 10}
Cuba, and occafion the adventure to mifcarry. Ve,
lat’que‘z, governor of Cuba, did frequenty fend hig
fuperieding orders, which he difregarded ; 1’

VoL, I. F

and marchec
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with 400 Spanifh foot, ffteen horfe, and feven pieces of

together with fome malecontent Indians who
n. Navarez, with a confiderable force, was
fent by Velafquez to recal Cortez 3 Cortez defeated him,
ve off his party. Cortez had many fkirmifhes
with the Indians or Mexicans, with various fuceefs:
Montezuma, the chief or emperor of the Indian tribes,
and his two fons, were found dead after one of thefe
{kirmifhes ;. at length, Aug. 13, anno 1521, Mexico
and the Mexican Indians fubmit to Spain. Notwith-
ftanding Cortez, repeated refufals or difobedience to
fuperior orders, and his cruelty. to the Indians, be-
ing rich, he bought off all complaints at the court of
Qp.un he is made captain-general of New-Spain, and
continued s_,f.nu'lhfhmo undl anno 1539, when he was
recalled, and in Spain died a prifoner at large, Decembes
1545, /Bt. 625 his body was tranfported to Mexico,
and buried there.

cannon,

and l!

Vafco Nunez de Balboa, was the firft who croffed the
|m'n‘u'%, anno 15125 he fettled at Panama, which con-
Histed for Tome tifne- the capital of the South-Sea colo-
nies's he was foon fuparluicd by Padrarias, one of
Cortez’s commanders ; he gave commiffions to Pizarro
and Almagra partners, private traders, for making dif-
coveries in Peru; for want of fufficient force,- they re-
turned from their firft expedition, and differing with
Padrarias governor of Panama, Pizarro went home 10
the court of Spain, and obtained a commiffion diftint
from that of Panama. Pizarro had a royal patent for
200 leagues along the fhore of Peru, and Almagra for
200 leagues fouth of this.

Pizarro, a healthy ftout man, of mean parentage, of
no learning, but very credulous, fet out w1ch 150
foot, and a few horfe, to conquer Peru; he was after-
wards réinforced by more native bpam‘ud, under Alma-
gra; he arrived, anno 1532, at Cufco, the Indian capital
of Pcm, inhumanly maffacred many Indians, and Ataba-

liba
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liba the Indian chief, by the contrivance of Pizarro, was
infidioufly executed by the Spaniards. Three articles
were alledged againft him : 1. Killing of his brother.
2. An idolater, 3, Drfaﬁ’e&lon to the bpanlfh Pizarro
and Almagra, from anno 1528 to anno 1533, fubjuga-
ted Peru s and Lima, the prefent capital, was founded.
Don Caftro, anno 1530, with 700 men from Spain,
was fent governor of Peru ; Almagra oppofed him, de-
feared, tm—d and executed him. Alvaredo, governor of
Guatimala, hearing of Pizarro’s acquiring great riches
in Peru, fec out for Peru with an army of 700, moftly
horfe, anno 1535 ; Pizarro bought him off, he returned
to Guatimala, and left his troops v.nh Pizarro.

Almagra was the firft who went upon an expedition
from Peru to Chili anno 1535, butfoon returned, be-
ing jealous of his partner Pizarro. ~Anno 1540, Pizarro
fent Baldivia from Peru to canquer Chili; Baldivia,
1541, built its capital St. Jagoin S. Lat. 34 D. eighteen
miles from the ocean; Valparizo is its barcadiery he
buile Baldivia in S. Lat. 4o. D. calling it by his'own
name, anno 15523 he continued his conquetts to the ifland
of Chilot in- 8- ax. 43 D. at prefent the moft fouthern
part of Chili or Spanifh fertlements. This fettlement of
Chili laboured hard for about fifty years, having conti-
nued wars and confpiracies with the Indians; Baldivia
was killed in a fkirmifh with the Indians.  There was a
general revolt of the Chiloefe anno 1559.

Pizarro and Almagra differed much ;- Pizarro, at
length, made Almagra prifoner, and, by a formal court
of juftice, he was put to death, and the Pizarro’s feized
his government, property, and treafure. . Almagra’s
partizans, anno 1541, aflaffinated Pizarro at Lima,
and feized his treafure. Almagra’s fon affumes the
government. Blafco Nunez Vala, a new vice-roy, was
fent from Spain s he was oppofed by the Pizarro faction,
and killed in an engagement anno 15.;.5. Thus the
Pizarro’s became mafters of all America in the South-
fea ; and to fave Peru, the court of Spain was obliged

F 2 1o
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to temporize, and appointed one of the Pizarro’s vice-roy
of Peru; but foon after this, Gafco, a cunning man,
with 1600 veteran Spaniards, was fent over as prefident
of the royal court; with great powers: the wice-rop
Gonzallo Pizarro, had a difference with him 5 Pizamo
is defeated, tried, and executed. There were fevenl
other infurreftions ; fo that until anno 1554, King
Philip of Spain could not be faid to be in peaceable
poffeffion of Peru.

[{] For above fourfcore years after the firft Spanifh
difcoveries in America, no European nation attempted
any fettlement there.

Cortez’s fhips fent to the Moluccas or {pice-iflands, by
way of the South-fea, were deftroyed by the Portugueze,
and the project mifcarried.

‘The Spaniards had {carce any communication with
the Philippine and Ladrones iflands until anno 75424
they made no great progrefs in fettling of them till anno
1564, when the vice-roy of Mexico fent a fleet to fertle
colonies, and eftablith a trade there between Mexico,
and Japan, and China. The Philippines have no trade
with Europe: the Ladrones are a place of refrefhment
between Mexico and the Philippines. It is faid, that
anno 1732, the court of Spain had formed a project to
fend an Eaft-India company to the Philippine 1{lands, by
way of the Cape of Good-Hope, it came to nothing,

The coaft of New-Spain (properly Mexico only is call-
ed New-Spain; as that part of the Britifh fettlementsin
America, between the provinces of New-York and Nova
Scotia, only is called New-England) or Spanith Ame-
rica, may, in a few words, be defcribed thus : The gar-
rifon of St. Augufline in the gulph of Flerida N. Lat
29 D. here is no fctlement. The fmall fertlement of

[Z] T here apnéx fome mifcellaneons loofe hints concerning the
country and affairs of the Spanifh Weft-Indies. :

In the confiderable fea-ports where the latitudes, longitudes, 800
the temporary variation of the compafs or magnetic needle are wel
afeertained, I mention them, and adduce my vouchers,

Penfacola
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Penfacola in the bay of Appalachie, of the bay of
Mexico, about 120 leagues due weft from Auguitine, and
only fifteen leagues e eaft from Plfle unphme, a French
fort and fettlement, confequently in a bad neighbourheod.
After an interruption of a French fea-line (Louifiana or
Miffiffippi country) upon the north fhore of the gulph
of Mexico of about 180 leagues, from Penfacola to St!
Bernard or St. Louis-Bay ; the coaft of New-Spain be-
gins again, and extends to the river Oronoke, in about
g D. N. Lat. after another interruption of a fea line
fettled by the Dutch, called Surinam, and the following
{mall French Iciticment of Cayenne, and the fine, nch,
large Portugueze fettlement of Brazil, to the river of
Plate : the qum ards have not fettled much upon the
ocean, but run up this river, and communicate with
Peru and Chili. From the river of Plate in S. Lat. 35.
on the eaft ocean to Cape-Horn, and from Cape-Horn
along the fhore of the weft ocean or South-fea, to
Chiloe in S. Lat. 43 D. the coaft is a defert.  From the
river of Plate to Cape-Horn, the navigation is good,
the foundings are very regular, being fixty to cighty fa-
thom, at thirty to forty leagues from theland. From the
ifland of Chiloe, in S. Lat. 43 1. to Cape St. Lucar of
California, in N. Lat. 24 D. is the South-fea Spanifh
coaft of Chili, Peru, the Ifthmus, and Mexico.

Many of the Spanifh fettlements or provinces are {o
feparated by mountains and deferts, they cannot be af-
fifting to one another. The Spmuﬂs have not fettled
exceeding 200 leagues north from the ciry of Mexico.
In the country of Mcw,o is {carce any cold; their filver
minesare not {o rich, but are eafier wmug' t than thofe
of Peru. The quickfilver, for refining, comes from
Old-Spain, and is a confiderable article in the King of
Spain's revenue. Peru produces quickfilver fufficient
for itfelf; in Chili filver is fearcer than gold.

From Mexico to Lima, in Peru, the country is full of
rocky mountains, fcarce or very ill inhabited: north of
Mexico and fouth of Peru are good countries. Upon

F.3 the




20 Britifh end French SerrreminTs Parrl,

the coaft of Peru and Chili, from 7 D. N, Lat. to 28D,
S. Lat. the winds are generally foutherly, and extend
140 to 150 leagues weft from the fhore. Chili reaches
from the 1lland Chiloe 43 D. to 25 D, S. Lat. Peru from
thence to the equinoctial. Chili and Peru are narrow
ftrips of land upon the South-fea; from the Andesa
chain of mountains running north and fouth, not ex-
ceeding twenty or thirty leagues from this fhore. Pery
may be divided into the fea-coaft, the high lands, and
this ridge of mountains, where all the cloudy vapours
{feem to condenfe and f(ettle into rain 3 there it rains al-
moft incefiantly, but upon the fea-coaft fcarce any rain,

In the Weft-India iflands the fhores are generally
either fandy bays or mangrave trees. In the Wefi-
Indies, between the tropics, they have tides or recipro-
carions of air or winds, as well as of feas, but not from
the fame caufc; the firft arifes from the viciffitudes of
day and night, that is from the fhore or land being
heated and coocled alternately ; the other is from the
influence of the moon.

In South-America is the longeft chain of mountains
upon earth, called the Andes or Cordilleras, extending
from 10 D. N. Lat. to above 50 D. S. Lat. near the
ftraits of Magellan, not many leagues from the fhore of
the weit or fouth fea.

In all New-Spain there are but four great rivers, and
they all fall into the eaft-fea, viz. 1. Rio Grande, orde
la Madalane, venting into the bay of Mexico near Car-
thagena ; upon this river, up the country ftands St. Fe,
the capital of the audience of Terra-firma, 2. River
of Oronoke, which difcharges into the Eaft-fea, as do
the following : 3. River of Amazons. And 4, Riode
la Plata ; near its head ftands the city of La Plata, the
capital of the audience of Los Charcas 3 a branch of it
called Paragua, comes from the northward, and fecms
naturally to be the weftern boundary of Brazil. From
the Andes there run a few rivers into the South-fea of
fhort courfe, fmall, and very rapid.

I In
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In all the Spanith fettlements I find only two great
lakes mentioned (in the northern parts of North-Ame-
rica we have many, efpecially the five great lakes or
feas in Canada.) 1. The city of Mexico flands between
two communicating (therefore called the lake of Mexico)
divided by a caufcway leadmg to the city, built in this
fitvation for its better fecuri ity 5 the upper lake is frefh,
the other falt[m]; they receive runs of water, but
have no vent. 2. Titiacoin Peru, . lat. 17 D. of about
eighty leagues circumference ; it communicates with a
leffer lake, Paria, about ﬁf't_v leagues farther fouths it
1§ falt, receives rivulets, but has no vent,

The vice-roys, prefidents, governors, and all other
principal royal officers, are natives of Old-Spain ; as are
alfo their arch-bifhops and bifthops.

The church-jurifdiction confifts of five arch-bithops,
Mezxico, St. Domingo, St. Fe, Lima, and La Plata
and about thirty bifhops.

The civilqurifdi¢tion confifts of the vice-roy of Mexico
comprehending the [#] audiences of Mexico, Guada-
lagara and Guatimala ; the vice-roy of Peru compre-
hending the audiences of Quito, Lima, and Los Charcas 5
and the independant audiences of St. Domingo (for : il
the iflands) St. Fe, Panama, and Chili. 1 obferve L!mt
the orders from the court of Spain, anno 1728, for a fuf-
penfion of arms to the feveral independant commanders
in New-Spain, are directed to the vice-roy of Mexico,
to the vice-roy of Peru, to the captain-general of the

[#] From the gradual increafe of the falt impregnation of this lake,
that of Titiaco in Peru, the Mediterranean fea, and others in Eu-
rope, in a fuccefion of many ages, Dr: Halley propofed to find out
the age or flanding of our earth; this, with his two fets of nmgneric
poles to account for the variations of the compafs, are the only whims
(though pleafantly amafing) that perhaps this man of great genius and
indultry, ever publifhed,

[#] Audiences are {upreme royal jurifdi€tions and courts, to which
lhe provincial and other courts may appeal; but from thele au-
diences there lies no appeal but to the council of the Indies in Old-
Bpain,

F 4 ‘province
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province and city of Carthagena, to the ‘governor and
captain-general of the province of Ierr;}—rlrma, to t}lﬁ
prefident of Panama, to _thc governor of Buenos-Ayres,
and to the commander of the galeons.

Their molt conliderable towns and fea-ports ame
Mexico, the metropolis, in about 20 D. N. lat, inland,
no water-carriage near it; its barcadier for the Philips
pines is Aquapulco upon the South-Sea 16 D. 40 M.
N. lat. diftance ninety leagues ; farther north of Aqua-
pulco are no places of note, and for 140 leagues fouthof
Aquapulco is a mere defert, Its barcadier for Europeis
La vera Cruz; the mart or fair for goods from Eu-
rope by the flota, flotilla, azogues, and the Britill an-
nual fhip, is at Japala thircy leagues inland. Mexico
ftands upon more ground, but is not fo populous as
Briftel in England ; is built with a rough hard {tone (no
freeftone) ; an open town. La Vera Cruz, by the obfer-
vations of Mr. Harris, who refided there, anno 1727,
and as adjufted by. Dr. Halley, is in N. lat. 19 D\ 12
M., W. from London, g7 D. 30 M. variation at that
time 2 D. 15 M. eafterly.

Carthagena is the fecond good town belonging to
the Spaniards upon the eaft fide of America: from
the fame immerfions and emerfions of Jupiter’s firlt fa-
tellite, obferved at Carthagena, anno 1722, by Don Har-
rare principal engineer, and by M, Pound and Bradley
at Wanftead (twenty-eight horary minutes eaft from
London) Carthagena is W. from London 75 D. 30 m,
longitude. Carthagena was taken by Sir Francis Drake,
anno 1585 ; he brought away in money, cannen, and
other effects, the value of 60,000L fterling ; the ficknefs
amongit his men obliged him to return, fooner than he
defigned, by the gulph of Florida, and a beginning festle-
ment in Virginia : Ponti, with a large fquadron, a pri-
vate adventure, anno 1699, reduced it and brought off
the value of eight millions of livres : admiral Vernon,
with 2 very large fea and land force of Grea:-]?.ri[a.inli

anl
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and of Britith North-America, came off »e mfefle, anno
1742.

Buenos Ayres is from London W. 3 H. 52 M. or
W. Long. 58 D. by Pere Feuille’s obfervation of the
ocm]tauon of a fixed ftar by the moon, anno 1708, and
as computed by Dr. Halley for London.  From the en-
trance of the river of Plate on the eaft ocean, to St. Jago
the capital of Chili on the weft ocean, nearly in the
fame ladtude of 34 D. fouth, the width of South-
America is 18 1D. in longitude, or 300 leagues only.

All the trade from Old-Spain to New-Spain does not
employ exceeding fifty fhips (a fmall nurfery for navi-
gation), The b[m;uuds have generally a fquadron of
king’s fhips at Carthagena, a fmall fquadron at Callao,
the barcadier of Lima; a fhip or two at La Vera Cruz,
called the Barleventa armada., being generally one fifty
gun fhip and one fhow ; they fet out from La Vera
Cruz of Mexico, in December, with money to pay the
judges, clergy, and troops in the Havana, St. Domingo,
Porto- tho, and Comanas; a private fhip is hltul to
carry the pay to St. Auguitine. The fhips at the Ha-
vana are only occafional: the armada does not touch
at Carthagena, it being the barcadier of St. Fe, the ca-
pital of Terra Firma, which produces much gold.

There is yearly a licence from 4000 or 5000 ton of
dry goods to be fhipped for New-Spain from Cadiz, an-
:.mlw but alternately by the Flota for La Vera (.l'll'
and by the Galeons for (.'u'th.lgcna the barcadier of St.
Fe or Terra Firma, and for Porto-Bello the barca dwr for
Panama and Peru. The indulto or duty to the king
Upouﬂuppui and regiftered gold, filver, cochineal, &e. is
from feven to fourteen per cent. The azogues ot k 1"2;3 [e]

[e] The azogues guick-filver is only for refining the Mexico filver,
Peru produces native cinnabar, the ore of quick-filver ; the quick-filver
mines of Peru were difcovered anno 1 g67.

Virgin filver is fpungy and brittle, being fo called from its having
no mixture of alloy or inmrcghntic—l, but in the fate in-which the
quick-filver left it. Other metals with the denomin

ation virgin (zold,

quiciz-
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quickfilver fhips have licences for fome dry goods. The
galeons from Porto-Bello may, at a medium, bring home
twenty-five millions pieces of eig ht, the flota from La

V era Cruz about fixteen millions, b< s what 15 fhipped
off in the regifter ‘mv IN. B. Lu council of ftate n
HU]LmJ anno 1° 708, ma de a report that bpam broughe

from the Weli- Jm,m,ﬂ duri ng the courfe of the laft cep-
tury, about [\wni‘y millions dollars per amnum.

The regifter fhips are all ul)')n the fame footing;
we fhall only inftance from the Canaries, they are allow-
ed four or ine regifter fhips of about 150 tons each, vz,
two to Havana, one to Lumnc 15, One to (.ampeche, one
to St,, Jago de Cuba 5 to carry no dry goods, only wines
and brandies; may bnng home filver, and coarfe goods,
viz. {ugar, hides, fnuff, &¢. but no cochineal, indigo,
¢, are generally twelve months upon the voyage.

A digreffion. A foort bifiory of the South-Sea company

affairs.

T HIS was projetted by Harley Earl of Oxford, and
prime minifter at that time, to induce the creditors of
the government to be eafy, and to incorporate their
debts into a joint-ftock, with profpect of great profit:
but as they are not properly a Britith fettlement in
America, I am obliged to annex this to the introductory
article of Spanifh fettlements,

9. Annz. A parcel of the public debts and defici-
encies were incorporated by the name of the South-Se
company, being in all 10,000,000/ fterling, with an
annuity of fix per cent. ‘The company to remain for
ever, though the hmds appropriated to them fhould be
redeemed 5 their limits are, on the eaft fide of America,
from the river Oronoke to Cape-Horn (Surinam and
Brazil not included) and from thence on the welt coalt

copper) fignify grains or lumps of natural metal, requiring little or no

of

. refining.
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of America, to the northernmoft part of America (all
other traders, within thefe bounds, to forfeit veffel and
cargo) to go and return by the fouth capes of America,
and never to fail above 300 leagues weft of the Ames
rican continent. V. B. This feems to interfere with the
limits of the Eaft-India company’s exclufive navigation,
which, by charter, is to the weft entrance of Magcllan §-
ﬁralts.

I find from the public reports, that the balance,
or neat profit of the South-fea trade for ten years pre-
ccdmr‘r anno 1734, amounted only to 32,260 / fterling,
The Suuth {ea company was oni) a cant name. Their
whole trade and bufinefs was only the affiento for 4800
negroes per ammum, and an annual fhip of dry goods
of 500 tons, whereof the king of Spain had one quar-
ter of the profits, and the crown of England another
quarter.

The Spaniards have no Guinea trade of their own,
and but little navigation from Old-Spain to New or
America Spain ; they have been obliged, from time to
time, to contract with fome European maritime power
for a fupply of negro flaves: in King James the fecond’s
and king William’s reigns, they contradted with Don
Nicolas Porcio, a Spaniard 3 his agent Don Caftillo refided
in Jamaica, and was knighted by king William, Sir
James Caftillo. The Portugueze loft by their contraét ;
and, by the treaty of Baden, Spain was to pay to Por-
tugal 600,000 crowns, for money due on the affiento
contratt and otherways. After the Portugueze, the
French had the contralt, but never furnifhed the num-
bers ftipulated. Their place of refrefhment was on the
N. W. fide of Hilpaniola, or St. Dominque, as the French
call it, which gave them a further footing upon that
ifland : the time of their contract being ex )md the
Britifh South-Sea company had the contraét upon the
following terms :

The contract was for thirty years from May 1, 1713,
and upon the expiration thereof three years more .J.HOW-

ed
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ed to fettle their affairs ; the South-Sea company, or affi-
entifts, to furnith annually 4800 merchantable negro
flaves of both fexes, paying to the king of Spain thirty-
three and a third pieces of eight per [lave in lieu of alf
duties upon 4000 of that number; may import, if they

fe, more than the ftipulated number, the overplus
paying only half that duty ; may carry 1200 of thefe
laves yearly in four fhips to the river of Plata, for the
ufe of that country, and ef the country of Chili; may

be brought into any port of New-Spain where are Spa-

nith royal officers ; may be fold for any price, except-
ing upon the windward coaft, viz. at Comana, Mara-
caibo, and Sanéta Martha, where the price fhall not
exceed 300 pieces of eight; may tranfport the flaves
coaft-ways from Panama, along the fhore of the South-
fea, in thips of about 400 tons; they are allowed not
exceeding fix Britith in one faétory ; may have in each
factory a Judge confervator, a Spaniard of their own
chufing ; the affiento fhips not to be detained or em-
bargoed upon any account; may make their returns i
the company’s fhips, flota or galeons, duty free; may
fearch and feize any vefiels trading with (laves upon
the coaft ; they are not to trade in any other merchan-
dize ; the crown of Great-Britain, and the crown of
Spain, to be concerned each one quarter in the trade,
and to fettle accounts once in five years. In cafe ofa
war the affiento fhall be fufpended, and eighteen
months allowed to carry off the effefts. Confidering
the lofies which former aflientifts have fuftained, and to
prevent any other kind of trade, the king of Spain,
during the continuance of this contraft, allows a fhip
of 500 tons yearly with dry goods, one quarter of the
clear profit to the king of Spain, and 5 per cent. duty
upon the other three quarters; they are not to fell their
goods, but in the times of the fairs upon the arrival of
the flota or galeons; the queen or crown of Great-
Britain was alfo to have one quarter of the neat gain,
but this was afterwards given up to the company.

. The
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The South-Sea company affiento agents were fettled
for fome time at Barbadoes for the Caraccas and Ma-
racaibo bufinefs, and at Jamaica for the reft of that
trade. Jamaica lies the moft convenient for carrying on
this affair,

The South-Sea company have tried three methods
of carrying on their negro bufinefs, viz. by their own
thips, by contract and by chance purchafe from pri-
vate traderss this laft was the cheapelt: anno 142y,
they contracted with the African company for a fupply
of g6oo negroes, two thirds mnlcu, fix fevenths to be
from 16 to 30 Zt. the other {eventh to conlift ofeqml
numbers of boys and girls, none under ro Er. the
contracted price was 221, 105, fterling per piece for
Gold-coait,  Jackin, and Whidaw negroes; 18/ 10s.
fterling for Angola flaves. - For fome years they farmed
out fome of their affiento factories,

The South-Sea company’s effects in New-Spain have
been twice feized ; anno 1718, upon our deftroying the
Spanith- armada near Sicily 5 and anno 1927, when Gi-
braltar was befieged ; I fhall not in this place mention
the feizures in the beginning of this prefent war. “Mr.
Keene, for feveral years, had from the company 15007
fterling per annum, as their agent at the court of Spain.
The court of Spain made a demand of 60,000 L fterling,
arifing moftly from a different way of reckoning the
dollars payableas duty 5 the South-Sea company reckon
at 42 4. fterling ‘per dnlla., the court of Spain reckon
at 52d. fteriing per dollar; the reft was the King
of Spain’s quarter of the neat gains of the annual
fhip the Royal Carolina.  On the other fide, the South-
Sea tompany alledge the frequent feizure of their
cffedts ; the refulals of licences or fchedulas at times,
as damages to be taken to account being one and a half
million dollars damages {uitained ; this affair is fio as yet
determined ; it is ia:d that the majority of the South-
Sea directors, at the delire of the miniftry of that time,
has agreed to pay the 68,000/ fterling, upon a pro-

longation
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longation of the term of their trade, and a fpeedy reim-
burfement of the one and half million damages.

The next part in the South-Sea company hiftery, s
a difmal, and for many ages not be forgotten tranf
action, a bubble, an epidemical, malignant, and morti
diftemper of bodies politic 3 it came by way of France,
where 1t was called Mifliflippi, with us it was called South-
Sea; laying afide allegory, it is a notorius inftance of
the bad conftitution of paper effects, I mean paper
common currency and transfers; and as it has fome
affinity with our plantations paper currency, I hepeit
may be of political ufe, with the cotemporary Miffiffip-
pi [2] and French bank hiftory annexed by way of an-

[#] Thisnote naturally fhould belong to the tranfient account to be
given of the French colonies; but as it ferves to illuftrate oar South-
Sea bubble, a fatal imitation of Mr. Law’s projeél, we have pre-
vioufly introduced it here ; and the annexed account of the fate of the
Royal Bank of France, which (linked to the Mifliffippi bubble} pro-
jected paper-currency for France, may be a proper warning or beacon
to our America paper-money colonies.

Never was fuch a barefaced iniquitons fcheme endeavoured to be
put in execution; their confidence was in the legiflative power, which
they imagined could do any thing, though inconfiltent with naturl
juftice. "The fubjeét of this annotation, will remain a curiots incident
in hiltory. That a private perfon, Mr. Law, projeclor of the Mifs
fifippi company bubble (this name appeared too chimerical ; it after-
wards affumed, and ftill retains the name of the French India Com-
pany) fhould fo infatnate, impofe upon, or bubble, in a moft public
manner, the politer part of mankind; futore ages will be aftonifhed,
fcarce credit; but admire. He rofe the ftock of a chimerical company
from fixty to feventy per cent. difcount (their firlt flock or fubfeription
was fixty millions of livres in flate bills, or national debts ferdled at
fixty or feventy per cent, difcount) to nineteen hundred per cent.
advance.

By adding to this fixty million fubftription in ftate bills forty mil-
lions more money-{ubfeription, their flock became one hundred mil-
lions; and by the king’s afligning to them the farm upon tobacco,
which then was farmed at four millions, with the farmer's profit com:
puted to three millions more, made feven per cant. to the proprietors:
this gave them a great credit, and their flock rofe much above par:
next, the Eaft-India and China company was incorporated with it
anno 1718, and attions rofe to 200 for 100 original. By feven fuc-
ceflive {ubfcriptions of fixty, forty, twenty-five, twenty-five, fifty, fifty,

notations
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notations ; it does alfo by anticipation take off fome
paragraph, which muft have been premifed in the

¢ fifty millions, it became in all 300,000,000 livres principal ororiginal

flock. Their fund or government annuaity, wpon which they'were to
divide, wat given out by Mr. Law to be as follows:
The farm, and its neat profits of tobacco 7 millions

'
Profits in the India trade 1z
Out of the crown’s general revenue 45
Out of the five great farms of impofts 30
Profits (imaginary] in time from Mifliffippi 7
Filhery, fole trafiic of bullion, &Fe 23
Coinage 5

131 millions
is better than forty-three per cent. on the original ftock.

In September, 1719, the fubfcriptions (as above) taken in for in-
creafing their ftock were at ten for one, and thofe fubfcriptions were
negociated at cent per cent, that is, one principal fold for twenty ; the
{ubferiptions were to be made good by partial payments : but as many
of the {ubfcribers could not make their lubfequent parts of payments,
without felling .out their former ltock ; old aétions fell to 760 for
1co (notwithfianding this precedent warning, our South-Sea bubble
fplit upon the very fame rock) but by enlarging the times for the
fubfeription payments, and the intereft of their loans to the crown be-
ing augmented, {tock rofe again to 1zc0 or 1300, their privileges be-
ing continued to anno 1770.

The money, which the company gained by the advanced prices
upon the feveral additions, from time to time, made to their flock,
was lent to the king at a certain interelt ; with this money the king
paid off; or reduced, the flate debts, or annuities in the town-houfe of
Paris, from four to three per cent. interelt ; which was a faving of about
twelve millions, per annm to the king,

In January N. 8. 1726, the king had granted to the Mififlippi, alias
India company, the management and adminiftration of the royal bank.
About the fame time the king (old tothe company his ftock, confift-
ing of 100 millions of livres original, for goo millions livres in partial
payments. Thas the king fold all his ftock at once by contraét for
money : thus the dire@ors, and other great men, who were in the fe-
cret, {old out their own South-Sea fock when the affair was tending
towards a crifis.

This Mifliippi-bubble began to collapfe in the end of May, 1720,
and Mr, Law became a Profuogus : to keep up the affair fo far and fo

. Tong as it could be, the company not being able to comply with the

payment of the goo million livres in money, the l-:ing accepts again
of . his 100 milligns livres in original aétions (an original (hare or aélion
was 1000 livies;) and upon the king and company’s annihilating

article
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article of plantation papercurrencies. Perhaps it may
be fome amulement to the curious; hitherto it has o

fomejof theair adti
old aftions were i
:'IIIIL‘., | :_ was relo s
dividend par armum, hould be 2¢

duced to zoo millions of afions; the
tenor of attions given for thy
for three years next following, the
i o livres per ation, which is twenty
per cent. and a royal fociety is erected to infure this at three per o,
premium. As there remained a mmbs{ of ﬂ&ionsa, the property and
i pofieflion of the company, all perfons who formerly fold o,
were ordered to buy in again, at the rate of 13,500 livres per attions,
in bank bills to be burnt. Notwithilanding all thefe ]abouring ex
pedients, the people’s pannic could not be flopped, and the company
fell into a languithing ftate ; it is not to our purpole to profecute thi
afair any further.

This fpring 1247, the French-India company's actions are at
1045.

T'hat a paper currency, with any profit or duration, can fiever fu-
perlede a gold and filver currency, will appear by the following fhor
hiftory of the Royal Bank of France.

Mr. Law,in aid of the Mifiiffippi-bubble, projeéied the Royal Bank
in the following gradations: 1. All offizers of the revenue wers to res

2. By the king's edift, anno 1719, bank
per cant. better than gold or filver colns bak
bills, in the beginning of fummer anno 1719, were increafed fo 400
millions of livres (a livie is in value above 11 d [‘[1:!‘“!12') in the end of
fummer the French court pave out (thus do fome of the legiflatures in
our papcr-money.colonics) that this fum was not fufficient for a ci-
culation, and 120 millions more were made.

ceive bank bills or no

notes were. fixed at five ger

In O&ober, 1 20 millions
more, and foon after 365> millions more; being in all 106 millions of
livres, which is about forty-fix millions pounds fterling, which is more
than all the banks in Esrope put together do circulate, 3. Newt
fpring in March, N. S. anno 1720, by an edi&, gold and filver was
gradually to be lowered, and after fome months forbid to have any
currency, with the penalties of counterband goads, if found in any
perion’s poffeflion; Bank notes and Miflifippi transfers to be the only
currency ; the importation of gold and filver fpecies is forbid ; even
the payment of foreign bills of exchange, though fpecified, maft be
made in Bank notes. 4. Asthe court of Frarce had been for many
years in the praflice of altering the currenc coin, for the profit of their
king, Mr. Law proceeded to make a like experiment upon their paper-
currency.. By an Edi&t of May 21,1720, Bank notes were to be fe-
duced gradually (the Mififfi pi, or India company's adtions, were &
the {ame time, and in the fame manuoer, redoced from 10,000 livres,
their ftated price, to sooo livees) fo that-afier fome months, @ &
1000 livres Bank notes was to pafs for only soo livres, This oced-

fioned fuch an univerfal muranuring, that Mr, Law was obliged to fave

by
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by any writer been fet in a ftrong, full, and compactcd
llf sht.

“Mr. John Law, bora at Edinburgh in Scotland, began
his plan of the L.i.ﬂum pi bubble in France, anno 1717,
of w hn h he was afterwards conftituted principal direc-
tor, and at length (umptlo‘!m general of the finances of
J;"r:'.mc. Fle was the moft noted man in E urope for a
gamefter and bubbler; he was perfuaded that paper
effects, or paper currency, and transfers, admitted of the
greateft latitude for public chear. In our American
colonies, after having reduced the denomination of five
{hillings fterling to a 1 heavy piece of eight, and from this
h,.\uw reduced it to lig ght pieces of wrh: fo far as the
cheat could go; they fellinto a paper-currency, whofe in-
trinfic value being nothing, its imaginary value admit-
ted of any rcdu ¢tion: at prefent in New-England, by
this contrivance and management, a perfon who pays an
old debt, of bowI\, note, or bond, in the prefent paper
currency ; pays only one in ten or two fhillings in the
pound.

Impﬁr”wt*r] by the projetion of Mr. Law \\C«C‘uﬁ:
the metaphor) a national bubble began to be hatched in
Fngland ; at length, the end of }Jnua;},, anno 171g-20,
the Bank and South-Sea Company bid handfomely (that
i1s apparently) great fums for the benefit of the public,
upen one another, to have all the other public debs
ingrafted into their ftocks; the South Sea Company

himfelf from the rage of the populace, by leaving the kingdom, and
thereby confeffing himfelf Lmi‘! EGREGIONS CHEAT. 10 appenfe
the people, who lulpected frauds inthe India Comp:m\ and Bank, the
court appointed fham commiflaries ro inf fpet their books ; they foon
made a favourable report, and that they found in thu India conipany
a fund for above 300 millions livres original flock ; the nation wers
not fatisfied, it fhill remained in a ferment or fret; Mr. Law was
obliged to abicond May 29, a and refign bis great office of com prrolier-
general of the finances; and the feals were taken from M. d" m;
his accomplice, Mz) 31 ; the ediét of lalt March for gradually abo-
lithing a gold and filver currency was revoked ; and h_v O&ober fol-
lr«wn‘g, Bank notes had nc o longer a currency ; nothing was takeq in
payment l ut gold and filver fpecies.

\OL . (; (:‘:‘l:“..;\';l.
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carried it by bribing fome of the legiflature, and fomein
the adminiftration, by taking up great quantities of fope
for their ufe. Mr. Walpole, doubtlefs, had a fteling,
but {ecret and cautious, concern in this affair of cormups
tion 3 and as the South-fea bubble came near its crifis, he
fkreened himfelf by being made pay-mafter general of
the land-forces ; the Earl of Sunderland, May 27, 1710,
being made frft commiffioner of the treafury in his
room. Mr. Walpole did not re-enter himfelf, a5 firft
commiflioner of the treafury, until April, 15721, the ftorm
being over; and we may obferve, that next month the
parliament allowed the South-Sea Company directors
large fums out of their forfeited eftates, the parliament
being then under the dire€tion of Mr. Walpole; and
towards the end of the fame year, by the direction of
our prime minifter, admiral Norris landed Mr. Law, 2
fugitive from France, in England; (Mr. Law, at that
tine, was in cafh, the proper bait for corruption) he
introduced himfelf by buying off the appeal of the
relations, and producing at the bar of the King’s-bench,
the king’s pardon for the murder of Edward Wilfon,
Efq. (Beau Wilfon) anno 1694 : he was difcharged:
but his arrival in England being canvafied in parlia-
ment, and his infamous bubble in France being much
clamoured againft by the populace (Mr. Walpole, a con-
fummate politician, by experience, at times found that
the wox populi was the fuprema lexs witnels the excile
projection upon wines and tobacco) his addrefs, his
money, the countenance of the court, availed nothing;
he went off, and died obfcurely in Germany; may this
be the exit of all notoricus cunning leading impoftorsin
any human fociety or government. :
The South-Sea propofals were accepted by the houle
of Commons Feb. 1, 1719-20, and had the royal affent
April 4, following. They were allowed to ingraft the
irredeemable long and fhort annuities, and the redeem-
ables of five and of four per cent. per annum intereft (the
bank and Eaft-India company annuities, or ftock, not
included)
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included) to the value of 30,954,000/ fterling by pur-
chafe or by fubfeription: the annnal payments from
the government upon thefe ingrafted public debrs, to be
continued as at prefent, until anno 1727, Midfummer,
and from thence the whole to be reduced to an annuity
of four per cent 3 the South-Sea engage to circulate one
million exchequer bills gratis, and to pay feven millions
pounds fterling to the government for this libercy and
benefit of ingrafting fo much of the public debtsy the
increafed capital ftock to be divided amongft all the
proprietors. In the progrefs of the year 1719, the South-
Sea company by act of parliament, for a certain fum
to the public, had ingrafted a great part of the lottery
anno 1710, by which, and by this great ingraftment,
added to their original ftock of 10,000,000/ fterling
their capital became 37,802,483 2. fterling (about
4,361,930 /. fterling of the principal which they were
allowed to take in, by purchafe or fubfcription could not
be obtained, and remained as before) a vaft and impoli-
tic capital.

Next Day Feb. 2, after the bill pafled the Commons,
South-fea flock rofe to 150, in May it was fold at 275
all July (the transfer books being fhut) it fold ar 930
to 1000. In Auguftthe South-fea bubble began to lofe
its credit; and the direétors, to keep up the cheat, pub-
lithed, that thirty per cent. cath, thould be the half'year’s
dividend at Chriftmas next, and noc lefs than ffty per
cent. per ammm for the next following twelve years.
Auguit 17, ftock was at 830, Sept. 8, at 550, Sept. 29,
at 1503 at Michaelmas, South-fea bonds were at twenty-
five per cemz. difcount. :

At this time all the ftocks (bank ftock in July rofe
t0 243, but it foon fell again 1o its intrinfic value 130)
and many {chemes were made bubbless the capitals pro-
pofed by the feveral projeétors and bubblers did not
amount to lefs than 300 millions fterling. Moft people
neglected their other bufinefs, and attended fome favourite
BuesLE, and John Blunt of London, the arch-bubbler,

G 2 was
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was erected a baronet, a fcandal to that honourable order
of knighthood.

This grand national cheat, me a parliamentary
enquiry. In the report of the fecret committee, forty
m m bers of the houle of Commons were charged with
aving ftock f‘l\L;l up for them in brokers names; it
was iuvnd LJ at the + dircétors bought ftock for the com-
pany at ver b rates, while they were clandeftinely
felling out leu own ; that the direftors had lent out
by c ollufi fion, about eleven millions of the company’s
money, with none or not fufficient fecurity. In the
houfe ul Lords, the whole of it was called a villainous
artifice ; and it was refolved in parliament, that the
directors fo far as their eftates would reach, fhould make
good the loffes the company had il‘i‘t’linr"‘d b) their frau-
dul(ntmnw rement ; the eftates of the directors, deputy
cafhier, and accountant amounted to 2,014,123/ ferling
properly forfeited, but by management a great part
of it was remitted to them. The reliefs allowed by pas-
liament are too long to be related here; to the company
was forgiven the feven millions which they contratied
to pay to the government, upon condition of two
millions of their capital being annihilated, but this was
foon after reftored to them. Anno 1722, the better to
difengage themfelves from incumbrances, they fold to
the bank 200,000 of their annuity, which is four millions
principal.

Several government debts were by the Earl of Oxford,
incorporated into one joint-ftock of annuities, and were
called, The corporation of the governor and company
of merchants in Great-Britain tmdm\r to the South-
fea and other parts of America, and for encouraging the
filhery. As Mr. Law i‘UH‘UWCLI his tham name of Mlﬂi-
fippi (.omwr“, from our cant name of South-Sea Com-
pany; fo we copied our South-Sea bubble from his
I\/Iliulhppz bubble;

After a further ingraftment of all the public debts
(the Eaft-India and bank government debts remained

4 diftinét
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diftinét as formerly) that could be obtained, and the
South-fea bubble being, fettled, 1723 June 24, their whole
capital was found to be 33,802,483 /. (without including
the 4000,000 [, of their ftock which they had affigned
to the bank) the parliament converted 16,901,241 /. one
moiety of it into South-Sea annuities, the other half to
remain a joint-ftock in trade,

Anno 1733, this moiety of joint-ftock in trade, by
fundry government payments made from the finking
fund [¢], became 14,651,103/ at Midfummer, three

[¢] The finking fund was a proje&tion of Mr. Walpole’s, a con=
fummate politician, efpecially in the affair of finances; it arifes from
public favings (the funds continuing the fame) by reducing the intereft
of the public debts firlt to five per cent, anno 1717, afterwards to four
per-cent. and fome (Eaft-India company) to three per censr, This was
not iniquitous, but natural juftice’; common interclt had been reduced,
by a&t of parliament, to five per cent. ever fince anno 1714. It was left
to the option of the creditors of the government either to be paid off,
or to accept of a Jower interelt ; they accepted of a lower intereft;
none of the companies or incorporated flocks choofe to be paid off, but
make intereft that the finking fund may not be applied to them: all
the national debt (navy debt, army debentores, and the like excepted)
confifts in the ftocks ; thele are as transferrable asis common cath, and
therefore may be called cafh in cheft bearing interelt. 2. When paid
off, they lofe the advance which the part paid would fell at, & g. the
Ealt India company would lofe about feventy, the Bank aboat forty
per cend. on any part off.

Theannual produceof thefinking fund isupwards of 1,200,000/ and
to thistime, anno'1747, may amount to upwards of thirty three millions
of pounds, whereof about twelve millions has been applied to redeem
fo much of the public debts, dnd the remaining twenty-two millions
has prevented our running twenty-two miillions more in debt; itisa
help at hand againft any extraordinary exigency, to raife part of the
fupply (fince the beginning of the prefent war anno 17434, it has con-
tributed one million yearly to the fupply) upon emergencies any fum
may be raifed upon annuities, charged on the finking fund for a time;
until further fettled,

Walpole's {fcheme, 1733, of an excife upon wine and tobacco would
have been of public advantage, but it was prevented taking effedt, by
the ftrong fears of the populace, left it fhould introduce a general ex-
cife upon the neceflaries of life (as in Holland) as well as upon com-
forts and extravagancies: befides, it would have multiplicd the officers
of the revenue, creatures of the court and miniftry,

G 3 quarters
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~

quarters of this was feparated, by the name of new joing-
{tock of South-fea annuities ; the remaining 3,663,775
continues as a trading or capital flock, folely chargesble

>

with all the company’s debts, and not to divide aboye
four per cent. per emnum, until their prefent debts are
red and paid off. The qualifications in their prefent
¢ (in the former {tock the qualifications were
ern at leaft of soool for governor,
ub-governor, 3000/ for depury-governor,
a director: at a general meeting a 500/, con-
cern has one vote, 2oool. has two votes, 300017 has
three votes, gooo /. has four votes; no ﬁnglc perfon to
1ave more than four votes : no part of the trading ftock
to be redeemed, until the new joint-ftock of annuities
become reduced to 3,500,000/, No new bonds to be
made, but at the direction of a general meeting.

The finking fund has at times paid off to the old and
new South-Sea annuitants about 6,500,000/ and at this
time the governmentdebt to the South-Seais 27,302,203/
viz, ftock 2,662,775 L old annuities 13,651,100/ new
annuities, 9,988,328/ At prefent, fpring 1747, the
price of South-Sea ftock is 103; Eaft-India company
ftock being 177. Here we may en paffant obferve the
great difference of credit and intereft in the affeCtions of
the people, in relation to a tory, jacobite, and popifh ad-
miniftration ; and to a whig (excufe the cant NAME) revos
lation, and true proteftant miniftry : in the tory admi-

The fiocks, or government debts, continued ; ‘and the church-lands
m lay infallible preventives againft popery and a reve-
lution in the civil government

Ounr bad adminifteation in the end of queen Anne’s time, after a fuc-
celsful war carried on for many years bya former good admiltration,
inflead of procuring :nh‘-’—:nr..".éeoua terms of peace, conceded to the
following difadvan geous articles with Spain by the treaty of Utrecht,

- 1. An entailed charge of maintaining large garrifons in
t and Minorea., 2z, The precarious demolition of Dankirk
Isthe French. 3. The Affiento of Negroes, which had

: g bagain to all former contractors. And 4. A fham re-
nunciation to the crown France.

migiuon, are

4

niftration,
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niftration, in the four laft years of queen Anne, South-
Sea ftock, though bearing an intereft of fix per cent. fold
at a difcount exceeding twenty per cent. at prefent, though
the intereft or annuity is reduced to four per cent. it fells
at a confiderable advance per cent.

I muft here infert (I cannot find a place more proper)
two affairs, not of property, but of indulgencies, and fo-
lemnly ftipulated conceflions from the court of Spain,
to the {ubjects of Great-Britain, and more particularly in
favour of our fettlements in North- America, viz. log-
wood from the bays of Campeachy and Honduras, and
falt from the Spanifh ifland of Tortuga.

The cutting and carrying of logwood, formerly from
the bay of Campeachy, and latterlytrom the bay of Hon=
duras, in the gulph of Mexico, to Great-Britain and fun-
dry European markets, has been for fome time a branch
of the Britifh America trade, but more efpecially of New-
England. This logwood bufinefs has been carried on
for about eighty years, ever fince anno 1667, by a fort
of indulgence; this indulgence was confirmed, anno
1670, by the American treaty with Spain, viz. The Eng-
lith to remain in the occupancy of all territories and in-
dulgencies of which they were then in poffeffion.

Anno 1716, the Spanith ambaflador at the court of
Great-Britain entered a complaint to the king in coun-
cil, againlt the Englifh fubjects cutters of logwood in the
bays of Campeachy,{&¢. This was referred to the board
of trade and plantations ; they made report, that * by
¢ the American treaty anno 1670, there was confirmed
¢ to the crown of Great-Britain, a right to the Laguna d¢
“¢ Terminos (bay of Campeachy)and parts adjacent in the
¢ province of Jucatan ; thefe places, at the time of the
“ treaty, and fome years before, being actually in pof-
“ feflion of the Britifth fubjects through right of fufferance
‘¢ or indulgence.” This fame right or liberty is abfo-
lutely granted and confirmed by the treaty of Utrecht
1713,

G 4 Notwith~
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v+

anding this reprefentation, and without al-
ng {ufficient time for the logwood cutters to with-
draw (if the court of Great-Britain had judged it propet)
the Sp "ﬂitrd from the 'I‘Uh:i"(c), drove them off ; it has
never fince been ufed by the umn]\

This l, v lies on tln welt fide of the promontory or pro-
vince of jm.ﬂ..m : Can wpm\l y is a good town, largeas
Newport of Rhode-Ifland, b mile w u.h a white free ftone;
it ftands on the fea. This port or branch of the Affiento
was farmed out by the South-Sea directors to Blockwood
and Cathcart, at forty pieces of eight for every negra
flave they imported ; they fent four or five thips of about
300 tons each ]"( I annu m, with a few ne grocs for a
biil'.d° their pmm being from dry goods, wmch they
fold, by the connivance of the r(\wl officers bribed, at
twelve to fifteen per cent. their chu returns were in log-
wood bought i‘lUH‘ the Spaniards, and carried to London
and Holland; they l.l*u carried off fome drugs, viz
Gum. E f“&_’ii'.’. f\.:”u. (C}/"u\ UG, [\Lftl' (!?’ﬁ.j)ﬂ?i! &C
"That year in which this logwood-bay was cut off, anno
1

717, were imported into the port of London 5863 tons
ot 1,3;"* ood.
Since our P*’ﬁpl( have been diflodged from the bay of

Cam pvuhf) they followed the fame bufinefs in the bay
of Honduras on the eaft fide of Jucatan ; their die-wood
is not i5~ good, and the mouths of their rivers (Old and
New-river) are more fhallew. Becaufe of the prefent
war with Spain, this trade for fome years has almoft
been difcontinued.

Logwood is their currency or medium at 5/ per ton
denomination,

From this logwood cutting maroon life, there isa
{fmall incidental puf-mll advantage ; as the logwood-
cutters called bay-men, live a maroon, licentious, Tawlefs
life, it becomes in times of peace a receptacle for, and

dive rts, 1 fome i“:luis and urhcrh frorn the more wicked life

A little
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A little to the eaftward of the bay of Honduras are a
fmall tribe of Indians, the good friends and allies of the
bay men, and Spaniard haters : that is, they affect the
Englith more than they do the Sp.mnrds and they
reckon the governor of Jamaica, as their patron and
protector : our trade with them is of no confequence,
being only fome tortoife-fhell, wild cocoa, and far-
faparille. .

The ifland of Ratan lies about eight leagues from the
Mufkitoe-fhore, and about 150 leagues W. by S. from
Jamaica; here we have lately fixed a garnifon, and
ftation-thips, but ¢ bono 1 cannot fay.

The privilege of making and carrying falt from the

ifland of Salt Tortugas, in the rru]ph of Mexico, near
the Comanas or windward part of the Spanifh coaft, was
exprefly confirmed to us by the treaty of commerce be-
tween his Catholic Majefty, and the King of Great-
Britain, at Madrid, Dec. 14, anno 1716. * Whereas
¢ notwithftanding the treaties of peace and commerce,
¢ which were concluded at Utrecht, July 13, and
 Dec. 9, 1713, there ftill remained fome mifunder-
¢ ftandings concerning the trade of the two nations, and
¢ the courfe of it. Article 3. Morever his Catholic
¢« Majelty permits the faid fubmct% of Great-Britain to
gather falt in the ifland of 'lurmcm, in the gulph of
5k I\”C\lm they having enjoyed that privilege in the
< reign of king Charles II, without hindrance or inter-
ruption.”
Notwith{tanding this plain ftipulation, anno 1733,
in the plm-“, a Puurh plm[ﬂucn s falt-fleer, under con-
voy of a 20 gun Britith man of war, as they came to
fail from Tortugas, were attacked by two large Spanith
men of war from thc. Margaritas, and four of the fleet
were carried off; hitherto no recompence has been ob-
tained,

In times of peace, for the ufe of the dry cod-fithery,
are 1mported 1n Maflachufetts-Bay, communibus annis,

1200

(14

[
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3 and about as much more from
e Ifle of May, or Cape de Verde

amas, St. Martins or Rochelle,
in Sardinia, {Fe,

The reafo and dry cod is frequently
{alt-burnt, is from the ufe of Tortuga and ifle of May
falt, which are too hot. In Newfoundland they gene-
rally ufe Lifbon and French falt.

B}‘ late acts of the Britith parliament, falt is allowed
to be imported direttly from any part of Europe, tothe
colonies of New-York and Penfylvania; in the fame
manner as falt may be imported into New-England and
Newfoundland, by an aé made 15 Car. 1I, for theen-
couragement of trade.

1200 tons Tortug
other ports, ;
iflands, . Exeuma or |
Lifbon, Ivi Caol

Fnerndy Al nmipssos mas pf F dans des
II iT'Htl( 2} r,i?-,"ub'hur(,.) .‘.Tu(f';ﬁ,ff.". 1ments.

THE French American colonies may be diftinguifhed
into their north continent America fettlements, and
thofe of the Welt-India illands, Cayenne, near the coaft
of Guiana or Surinam included. Their iflands do not
fall within the compafs of our defign ; and having only
tranficntly vifited them without any view of enquiry,
my fixed refolution is not to borrow or tranicribe
from common authors [7] ; therefore the reader may
excuie my laying them afide.

The cont c French fettlements, T divide into Ca-
nada or New-France, and Mifliffippi or Louifiana: {ome
French writers, mention a French province called Ha-
noife, inhabited by above 16,000 whites, above half
way between the mouth of the river Miffiffippi, and
Quebec in Canada; this is only animaginary or roman-
tic colony; we take no notice of it, leaving it to the pro-
feffed writers of novels.

[r] No perfon can trace me as 2 plagiary; my own oblérvations,
hints from correfpondents and well-approved “authors, and from pub-
lic records, are the materials of this cfiay,

1. Canada,
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Canada. The original of the name is uncertain,
fomc fay, it was named from Monfieur Cane, who early
failed into that river: if fo, O caprice ! wh} fhould fo
obfcure a man (his voyage is not mentioned in hiftory)
give name to I\LLW Fr ance, as it is.called?

V frazam, a Florentine in the king of France’s fervice
(Francis 1. was an active prince) coafted along the eaft
fide of North-America, and went athore in feveral places;
according to the humour of thofe times, took a nominal
poffcﬁion for France, from 37 D. the mouth of
Chetepcdk -Bay, to 50 D. N. lat. the mouth of the river

St. Laurence, fo called, becaufe firft dilcovered upon
that faint’s day ; he failed up the river of St. Laurence.
Two fhips from England failed up that river, anno 1 527,
J. Cartier, a native of St. Malo, made two voyages to
this river anno 1534 and 1535, he proceeded fo far as
Montreal, and called the country New-France. Anno
1542, Roberval from Rochelle carried thither, a few peo-
ple to fertle; they did not continue their fettlements,
About the middle of the fixteenth century, the French
and Spaniards difputed fettlements upon the coaft of
Florida. ~ Secretary Wallingham of England, being in-
formed of an opening fouth of Newfoundl: md fitted
out Sir Humphry Gilbert ; he failed up St. Laurence
river, and took poffeflion for. the crown of England.
Anno 1604, Henry IV [s] of France made further dif-
coveries in 1.’ Acadie, now Nova Scotia ; and in Canada
or New-France he planted a colony which {ubfifts ro this
day ; may it not fubfiftlong ; it is a nufance to our Norti-

[+] Henry IV was the firlt of the French kings, who, to any por-
pole, encouraged trade and manufaftures. After him, for fome time
in the reign of Leuis XIV, Colbert (of Scots extraétion): fecretary
of Ratein France, wasa j:,r{::lt patren and promoter of the fame, as
alfo of all lnl'r:. learning, 2#=. The Academy of fiiences for all parts
of natural hiftory, ge: »merrv aftronomy, mechanice;, anatomy, chi-
miltry, and botany ; tie French Academy, for the French language
and other parts of the Belles-lettres; the academy for inferiptions and
medals ; the academy for architetlure, painting, and feulpture.

America
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America fettlements 5 delendn ¢ft Carthago. Anno 1608,
Quebec [#] on an ifthmus on the river St. Laurence be-
gan to be fettled, and is now increaﬁfd to 2bout 7ac0
p:;o;':lc of all colours, {exes, and ages 5 1t is the refidence
of the governor-general, intendant, and {upreme councily
tide flows about eighteen feet.

Canada is no otherways a company, only for the Ca-
frtor or Beaver fur-trade ; as they have no fettlements,
but upon rivers and creeks, by giving fome delineation
of thefe, we defcribe that country. The gulph of 8t
Laurcnce, from Cape Raze of Newfoundland, the Cape
Rofier in 50 D. 30 M. N. lat. the mouth of the river
St. Laurence (here the river is about thirty leagues wide)
about eighty-eight leagues ; in this gulph are the iflands
of Cape-Breton [#], Anticofti, 8t. Johns, Madalene, and
fome other {mall iflands, given to the French by the in
famous treaty of Utrecht 1713. From Cape Rofierto
Tadoufac, on the north fide of the river, are eighty
leagues bad navigation. Tadoufac is no town, buta good
harbour for large fhips, navigable for thips twenty-five
miles; has a water communication by the river Seguany,
&c. with Hudfon’s-Bay. From Tadoufac to Quebec
are thirty leagues, from Quebec to Les Trois Rivieres,
on the north fide of the river, thirty leagues; this was

the firft French fettlement, it abotnds wich iron ore, is

[2] Quebeis, in the Indian Algonquin language, fignifiesa frai,
Quebec, from De Hayes obferyations, anno 1686, lies in 45 D. ¢35
M. N. lat. and W, m Paris 72 D. 30 M. (Paris is E. from Loo-
donz D. 50 M. circiter) is 70 D. W, from London ; variation 15D,
o M. anne 1649, it was 16 D, W.

[#) Cape Breton is a late acquifition, or New-England conquett
from the French; may it be permanent, but without any extraordinary
garrifon charge | It fretclies from 45 D. to 47 D. ¢ M, N. =t
teparated from Nova Scotia, by the gut of Canfo, five leagues long,
and onc league broad. Cape-Breton ifland lies in length from N. E.
10 5. W, fearce fifty leagnes, its greateft breadth eaft and weft about
thirty-three leagues.  Louifbourg, tormerly called Englifh harbour, 15
a good port and ftrong fortrefs:  as this formerly belonged 1o Nova
Scotia, we (hall sefer any farther account of it o that fection,

the
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the refidence of a fub-governor; this government (there
are three governments in Canada) extends twelve miles
up the great river, and twelve miles down the river :
the tide does not flow much higher; from Les Trois
Rivieres to Montreal, the feat of the next fub-governor,
are thirty leagues,

From Cape Rofier, along the fouth fide of St. Lau-
rence to Montreal, is an almoft continued chain of hills
or mountains, and the runs of water fhort and rapid, it
is fcarce habitable. A little above Montreal, the two ri-
vers of Qutauawas (comes from a country N. W, belong-
ing to a large and powerful Indian nation) and Cataraqui
meet : Cataraqui river comes about fifty leagues S. W,
from the lake of the fame name ; from fort Frontenac, at
the head of this river by water-carriage to Montreal, are
tour days travel, but from Montreal to fort Frontenac
are ten or more days travel, becaufe of many carrying-
places at feveral cataraéts called falls or fauts.

The communicating five great lakes of Canada, viz.
Cataraqui or Ontario, Erie, llenois, Hurons, and Upper
lake may be called inland feas, lying from 39 D. to 51
D. N. Lat. The fmalleft Ontario 1s about eighty leagues
long, thirty-five leagues wide ; the lake Superieure is 200
leagues long, itis larger than the Cafpian-fea. They do
not frecze over; fnow does not lic long within ten or
twelve miles of themy their foft mellow circum-ambient
vapour mollifies the air; the Indians fay, that in hot
weather the wind blows from the lake, and in cold wea-
ther into the lake, as do the land and fea-breezes in the
Weft-Indies within the tropics.

All the French colonies are under the direétion of the
council of the navy of France, and of one of the four
lecretaries of France, called fecretary for the Marine and
Plantations ; at prefent, anno 1747, M. Maurepas, The
French King’s charge per ammum for Canada is about
200,000 crowns ; but the high duty upon falt fent from
France, and the dutyupon furs and fkins {ent from Canada
to
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to France, overbalances this z:h:lrgc_ The king’s bills
of exchange up he treafury are paid at fifteen days
fight ; the  upon the company are paid at three
months fi . is the {ame as in Frange,
being twenty-five per cent. better than that of the French
Welt-India 1flands,

By information from capt. La Rondde and lieut, de
Ramfay, envoys from the governor-general of Canad,
concerning the French in Itigating and turnifhing our epe.
my Indians with war ammunition, anno 1723, there
failed from Quebec ninetcen vellels for the ocean s buily
in the river of St. Laurence. fix veflels fit for the ocean,
N. B. Up the river to the fouthwa rd, is good fhip-tim-
ber ; lately they have built two or three men of war for
Erance.

‘Fhe feafon of navigation in the river St. Laurence,
are the months of Augnlt and September, for the ftore-
fhips and caftor-company thips.  Ships have filed
from Quebec to Rochelle in 18 days. Befides pelterie
they fend to France a fimall matter of lumber, timber,
flaves, tar, tobacco. Ships from France bring wines,
brandies, and dry goods, and fail with flour, peaft,
and pork to the Weft-India illands ; and from thence
home to0 France with fugars, €. In Canada from the
fetting in of the froft until fummer, no news from France
and other foreign PAaTts, excepting what is conveyed to
them by way of Albany : many of the French furs are
clandeftinely carried to Albany ; this is the reafon, why
ubjeéts there are averfe to a war with the

our Dutch fub
Canada French, and their Indians. At Ofwego, the
mouth of Onondaguas river upon the eaft-fide of lake
Ontario, there is a trading fair from Albany all fummer;
Indians of above twenty different nations refort thither,
from South-Catolina in N. lat. 32 D, to the bottom of
Hudfon’s-Bay in N, Iat 51 D. Therefore there certainly
is a good water communication inland, in all that extent,
and confequently a vaft Indian fkin and fur-trade; furs are

more
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more plenty to the fouthward, but not of fo gooda taple,
as to the northward.

Canada is fettled only, near the rivers and creeks ; chey
fow no winter-grain. The produce of the country is
not much more than is requifite for their own fubfift-
ence: the qualm' of their fummer-wheat is fuch, that
a baker gives 381b. wt. fine bread, for a bufhel of wheat:
apples grow well; pears, plumbs, and cherries not plen-
ty; Hmc‘hes will {carce do: they kill their ftore of pnul—
try when the frofts fet in, and keep them frozen in their
garrets during the winter feafon, which faves graing their
tood.

They have only three towns of any conlideration, iz,
meu, the matmpohc‘. and refidence of fi.c governor-
general of Canada or New-France ; it is thei 1 incipal
fortrefs ; ; the Cathedral is their only parith ¢ huw in the
lower town there is a chapel of eafe ; here are two con-
vents ( Jefuits and Recolects) of men, and three convents
of women, or nunneries. Montreal more pleafantly
fituated, the refidence of a deputy-governor, fixty
leagues above Quebec upon the fame river, is near as
populous as Quebec, but not fo well fortified. | Les
Trois Rivieres, a fmall town and Lrh]uw fortifica tion,
lies midway upon the river, between thele two ; it is the
feat of the third government.

The country is divided into about eighty diftricts,
fomewhat in the manner of our New-England townthips
(the New-England townfhips, in Old-England would
be called cou nn) parifhes, and their {everal precindts,
chapels of eafe.

All their militia, or fencible men, capable of march-
g, at .1"‘1!.-: writing, anno 1747, 1()'1.-;-; t.xuc(;\,l 12,000
men, with about 1000 regular troops independent marine
companies, and about 1oco Indians that may be per-
fuaded to march.

Befides the huc towns, or ftrong places, already men-
tioned, th'n a c, Um\n Point as above, a late in-

['9-1
11

was
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was propofed to reclaim it by force, but the projeétion
feems to vanifh. 2. Fort Chamblais, a confiderable
fort or pafs t’rum the Lnglifh fettlements to the upper
French feitl ‘nts in L nm..} 3. Fort Sorrel, where
the river Chamblais, the di .Lﬂ‘l”L. of lake Clmml)hm
enters the river of Canada or St. Laurenc e, an mﬁgm-
ficant fort. 4. Fort Fros ntenac, where the difcharge of
lake Ontario, and the other great inland lakes, fmms
the Cataraqui branch of the river St. Laurence. 5. Fort
Denonville near Niagara Falls (governor Vaudrueil had
it acc ur vvls examined ; it was twenty-fix fathom pet-
pendicular) between the lakes Ontario and Erie. 6. La
Trouette at Les Detroits, between the lakes Erie and
Hurons. N. B. Thefe three laft mentioned forts, have
bread and peale from Montreal, but no other pro-
vifions.

Befides thefe, by wav of oftentation, we find in the
French maps of C anada and Mifl Tiflippi, many forts
marked out: Thefe are only extempore ftockades or
block-houfes made for a fhort time of refidence in their
travelling trade with the Indians ; fome French Indian
traders when they fet out, obtain (a certain perquifite)
from the governor an elcorte of a kumnc and a few
private foldiers for protection againit any Indian in-
fults.

There is an annual patrole of this nature from Que-
bec in Canada to fort Orleanfe, near the mouth of the
Miffiffippi; it is about 6oo leagues travel with its detours
of rivers and carrying-places ; the direét diftance or dif-
ference in latitude falls fhort of 400 leagues : this long
route is not attended with fuch difficulties and hardfhips
as is commonly imagined ; there is a river falls it
the fouth fide of lake Erie, which leads to a carrying-
place to the river Ohio, a branch of the river Miffif-
fippi; the Indians hereabouts are, by the French, galled
Miamis.

The French, in their Weft-India or America fettle-
ments, have four governor-generals, the {mall fettle-

ment
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ment at Cayenne in Guiana not included, 1. The go-
vernor-general of Canada, in his commiffion, is ftyled
governor and lieutenant-general of French North-
America; he has under his direction the governments
of Quebec, Les Trois Rivieres, and Montreal, with the
commandants of the feveral out-forts already mentioned.
2. The governor-general of Louifiana or Mififfippi;
his refidence is at Orleans upon the river Mifliflippi ;
the other government upon the river Mobile, or Me-
ville, is under his diretion ; the diftance is about forty
leagues. 3. The governor-general of the [w] French

[w] The prefent conftitution of the Weft - India French governments
i§ a governor-general, and intendant, who is their chief judge in
all affairs, and a check upon the general, and a fupreme council; un-
der their diretipn are feveral fmall governments, departments, or coms
manderies, but undeér the immediate command of a fub-governor, or
lieut, do Roy, or commandant; and thefe diftrifls are divided into
parifhes under the command of a kind of militia officer and - fhenff
called Capitain du Quartier.

Under the governor-general of the French Caribbee-iflands are the
governments of Martinigoe (this is divided into three, wix. Fort
Royal, St. Pierre, and La Trinité) Guardeloupe (including the com-
mandaries of the Grand Terre, and of the Les Saints) Marigalante,
Grenades (inclading the commandaries of the Grenadillas) upon the
death of the governor-general, or in his abfence, the governor of the
Grenades commands in chief; as happened anno 1717, when Les
Habitants or planters, by an infurreftion feized their governor-general
Le Marquis de Varennes, and the intendant, and fent them home pri-
foners, with a procefs againft thém. 1n the French Caribbee-iflands,
in time of peace, are kept three companies of Swifs, of 100 men per
company, ten companies of French independant marines, not exceed-
ing fifty men each. The prefent governor-general is who lately
fuperfeded Le Marquis de Champigny ; the intendant is De la- Croix.
St. Bartholomew is a neutral ifland; the property and jurifdiétion of it
has not been fettled by any treaty 3 itis frequented by fome French
marooners. Fort-Royal in Martinique (from P. Feuille) N lat. 14
D. 43 M. W. from Paris 653 D. 22 M. anno 1704, variation 6 D,
10 M. E. increafling about a degree in ten years; a pendulom that
vibrates {econds in Martinique, 1s ifi length three feet, fix and half
lines, French meafure. M. B, Such pendulums increafe in length in
fome proportion or regularity from the equator to the poles, but
hitherto have not been reduced to a table ; ar Paris its length, as ob-
ﬁrr;;? by the Academy Royal of Sclences, is three feet, eight and

alf lines. &

VoL, L. H Caribbee-
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Caribbee-i(lands, or Les Ifles au Vent ; his refidenceisa
the ifland Martinique. -~ 4. The goveérnor-general of St
Domingue [&] (Hifpaniola 15 {o cilled by the French)
or Les 1{es fous le Vent; his' refidence 18 at Leogane;
the middlemoft of their fettlements in N. Lat. 18 D,
40 ML

In the dominions of Canada, Quebec is the metro.
polis and place of areateft ftrength( v} ; “when thisis re-

(] Upon the weft part of the iffand Hilpaniola the French are be.
come more numerous; and have much more confiderable fettlements
than the Spaniards upon its eaft part ; they have about eight fhipping
or delivery ports; each with a military commanding officer, whereof
{fome are called governors, others only lieur. du Roy, fome go by the
name of commandants, all under the governor-general who refidesiat
Leogane. Cape St Nicholas of St Domingue, and Cape Mayeze
of Cuba, diftance twelves leagues make the windward pafface.
Neareft to the Spaniard on the north fide is their fettlement of Ville
du Cape, N. lat. 19 D. 48 M. W. from Paris 73 D. 35 M. we call
it Cape Francois ; it is their principal fettlement, and fends off mere
produce of {fugars, &, thanall the other French fettlements tliere, and
has a refident governor : on the fouth fide next to the Spanifh fettle-
ments is Fort Louis, N. lat. 1§ D, 18 M. in the bay of L'l des
Vaches. Here lay, anno 1741, the famous French {quadron undenthe
Marquis d’Antin, defigned either to convoy the Spanifh Plate-floet fo
Europe, or to hinder the junétion of Vernon and Ogle, er to invade
Jamaica upon admiral Vernon’s proceeding againft Carthagena: al-
though they elcaped an engagement with our fleet (reafons of fiate are
above my reach) in the utmolft diftrefs for want of provifion, with the
death of many men and lofs of fome fhips, they returned to France,
having effefted nothing ; and d’Antin foon after died, fome fay killed
in a duel by Marquis de Rocheville, a commodore under him in this
expedition. The intermediate fettlements are Port de Paix, Leo-
gane, Grande Gouave, Petite Gouave, &, they have feveral inde-
pendant marine companies, but depend much upon their militia, The
prefent gavernor-general is M. de Larnage, the intendant is M. Mail-
lot. - Someof our northern colonies at all times carry on a clandefiine
trade with them lately ; though intime of war a nejghbouring colony
has been deteéted in carrying fupplies thither, and reiurns from thence
in molafles and indigo, underthe blind of flags of truce,

[»] Thereduftion of Canada might have been effelted without the
leaft rifk of mifearriage, and the pofleflion maintained (not by puttng
the French inhabitants to the fword, as was the Spanifh principle in
their Indian conquells) by tranfporting the French fettlers to France,
partly at their own charge where able, partly at our charge where

duced,
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duced, all their New-France falls inftantly.  Our pre-
tenfions to Canada fhall be enumerated in the fe@ion of
Nova Scotia. Quebec (from De Hayes) is in Lat, 46
D. 55 M. W. from Paris 72 D. 30 M. that is, from
Lendon 70 D. 30 M. Bofton (from T. Robie) is' in
N. Lat. 42 D. 25 M. weft from London 71 D. 30 M,
therefore Quebec is 4 D. 30 M. north, and 1 D. 30 M.
E. of Bofton ; that is, in geographical miles 270 north,
and fixty-eight miles (reckoning forty-five miles to a
degree of longitude in thefe parallels) eaft from Bofton.

Champlain was their firft governor ; he gave name to
the lake Champlain (the Dutch eall it Corlaers lake) the

poor; and cantoning a great part of the Country in property to the
foldiers who ferved in the redu@ion. The Britith freedom of the
prefs allows of furmifes, where nothing is pofitively afferted. Per-
haps our miniftry may judge, ¢hat no peace could be made with
France, unlefs France were fo reduced as to accept the law, in making
of peace at any rate ; this might require many years expenfive war ;
or without delivering up Louifbourg : The Britifh people would never
bereconciled tothis, and might occafion a diflike to the minflers in ad-
miniftration, and perhaps a difaffé&tion to the prefent civil government
or eftablifled fucceflion. This probably may 'be the reafon with our
minifters, that the fleet and land forces, apparently defigned to obferve
duke d'Anville’s fouadron with land forces on board for recovering
of Loifhourg, did nor proceed to prevent Louilbourg’s falling again
into the French pofleflion; that they might obviate a popular puzzle
in making of peace. Thus our fleet and land forces aboard, appa-
rently defigned againft Canada, were, by way of blind, fent upon that
romantic defcent on Britany in France. It has been thought that our
redullion of Lonifbourg, the key of the North America Cop-Frsuery
and Fur-Trape, was notfo agreeable to our miniftry, as to the po-
pulace of Great-Britain ; a real war between people of the different
nations, but only a collufive war beoween their minifters.  But pro-
vidence, or, as fome exprefs it, a concurrence of many extraordinary
chances or incidents, in our miraculous reduSion of Louifbourg, and
a train of difaflers attending the French fleet and land troops defigned
for its recovery, feem to enc that fondnefs which the Britith peo-
ple have for keeping of Lonifl ourg. This year, anno 174, notwith-
flanding many American troops are kept on foor, by the direttion of
the court of Great. Britain, at a great charge, defigned for the redu&ion
of Canada, the land forces deftined front home for this expedition,
are diverted from a Cs dition this feafon, and fent to Flan:
ders, for a grand effore, o eritical trial of {kill, and likely may prove
the crifis of the prefent war.

ex]

H 2 paflage
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paffage from Albany, or New-York government, o
Moncreal, or the weft parts of Canada; it is 150 mils
long, and thirty miles wide. M. Frontenac, who fue
led anno 1672, gave name to the fort at the dif
e of lake (*marm, being the fource of the Catara:
qui branch of the river St. Laurefce. Lé Ma arguis-de
Nonville fucceeded to the govetaiment anno 1684, and
gave name to the fort near Niagara falls, bet vmn the
Iakes Ontario and Efie; anno 168 75 with 1500 French
and Indians, he mvaded the Senekas country: the yéar
following,anno 1688, in revenge the Five Nations, with
about 1200 Indians, invaded the ifland of Montreal
(the governor:general and wife being then in the town
of Monnm!) ravaged the country, killed about 1600
perfons, and carried off a few captives. To return this
in fome meafure, in the beginning of king William's
reign, the French and their Indians, to the number of
about 300 mén, in the night-tirme .my rized Hrhute[laday
in l\t_\\-un;- government, and murdered fixty-three
people. In the bc-ginning of queen Anne’s war, the
colonies of Canada and New-York agreed for a neutra-
lity between their refpective Indians during the war; and
an advantageous Dutch trade all that time was carried on

from A}bun) to Montreal by means of the Indians.
The commanders in chief formetl ly were called admi-
rals of New-France, afterwards vice-roys, at prefent go-
vernors and lieutenant-generals.  Anno 1665, M.de
Tradi, vice-roy of French America, brought to Canada
four independant companies of regular troops and in
September the fame year, M. Courfal governor-general
of Canada, arrived with a regiment of foldiers, and fome
families, for fettlers: at preﬁnt their regular troopscon-
fift of abour twenty-eight independant marine companies
very incomplete ; a pa:ac] of racaille or goal-birds from
France, not to be depended upon, Afino 1714, father
Charlevoix writes, that Vaudrueil, governor-general of
Canada, at thar tifne, ‘acquainted M. Ponch%m ain mini-
fter in France, 7iz dnada. has atually in it but 44%0
fencible
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fencible men ; the twenty-eight companies of the king’s
regular troops amount (mlg, to 628 men (like our late
Nova Scotia companies) and difperfed in the extent of
100 leagues. Their prefent governor-general is Le
I\larqms de Beauharnoes (fome returned pnfoncrs fay he
lately dead) the intendant is M. Champarni.
1 he French Canada Indians. Onour fide, whichis the
ﬁ)uth fide of the river St. Laurence, they are wibss of
the New-England nation of Abnaqui Indians, 2iz. De
Lorette, avery fmall tribe a lictle below Quebec 5 Wa-
nonoak on the river Befancoust or Puante, ov'cr-againﬂ:
Lies Trois Rivieres, not exceeding i'm'w fighting men 5
about ten leagues higher i\ the tribe of *huux.mwwcmk
on the mrl St. I*r..,n cois, about 160 fighting men; cnthe
eaft fide of lake (,h.im}.if.ul‘l, is the tribe of Me fiafiuck,
fixty fighting mens a lietle above Montreal are the
Kahnuagas, about eighty men, being a parcel of idle Ave
Marig praying Indians, runaways from the New-York
Mohawxs and river Indians. Their Indians on thenorth
fide of St. Laurence river, are Les Efkimaux, or Barbares
of Terra de Labradore 5 they eat their flefh and fith raw,
and go naked, or covered with {eals and other fkins; they
are in fmall clans, very idle, and of no great benefit to
trade; are much difperfed; Papinchos near the mouth of
the river St. Laurence; Umpq iins; about 1509 men
about Quebec, in falk friendthip with the French;
Outawawaas a very large nation, extending back of the
other N. W. to near the bottom of Fludfon’s-Bay ; S. W,
are Les Renards 3 farther fouth we muft leave the Indians
for future difcoveries, The genecralfarms out the Indian
trade to private companies or partnerfhips of Indian
traders in cereain diftricts.

2. Mifiiflippi, or Louifiana. It was firft difcovered by
Joliet a Frenchman, anno 1693. De la Salle, comman-
dant- of fort Frontenac, traveried the wildernefs: with
much fatigue, equal to the greateft of penances, anno
1679,1680, 1681, 1682, and 1683, He went by the way

H 2 of
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akes FErie and Ontario (in their communication he
built a fort called La Trouette) to Miffiffipi.  Angg
1684, he obtained of the courtof France fou r veflels, with
200 foldiers aboard, and failed from Rochelle to difcover
and fall in with the mouth of the river Miﬁimpi; it lies
about the middle of the north fhore of the bay of
Mexico ; he expected to find it in the welternmoft parts
of this north fhore, according as it was laid down in the
erroncous fea-charts of that time, and accordingly landed
in the bay St. Bernard, which he called bay St. Liouis;
here he built fort St. Louis bur {oon neglected ; it
nearly in the fame meridian with St. Cruz g7 D. 30 M,
W. from London: the French maps extendthe Louifiana
farther fouth to Rio Bravo in 25 D. N.lat. From bay
St. Liouis, he travelled by land and difcovered the mouth
of the Miff;

1 1685 ;. 1n his return for Canada, anno
1686, he was killed by 2 mutiny of his men.

The fource of the Miffifiipi is near I Tudfon’s-Bay, weft
of the great lakes; the French have travelled up this
river in canoes to 4% D. N. lat.

The firft eftablifhment of the colony was by captain
d’Iberyille, anno 1698 ; and although a natural and true
Spanifh propeity, the French fettlements were connived
at by Philip V, king of Spain, grandfon to Louis X1V
of France. - Anno 1912, M. Crozat, fecretary of finances
or treafury, obtained from the kKing of France the fole
privilege of trading to and from the Mifliffippi for fifieen
years ; this tirning to no account, he relinquithed it to
regent of France, and by the proje&ion of M. Law,
1t was converted into the memorable bubble of the Mif-
fillippi-company (any out of the way, not eafily to be
inveftigated fcheme of colony and profitable trade would
have anfwered

b{f:

) which Miflifippi fham company firlt
itched anno 1717.
118 E’\fiiliﬁ};mpi colony extends from bay St. Louis to

Penfacola, in a fea-line of near 200 leagues, but all along

the water is o fhoal, it is of no ufe in trade, excepting
the mouth of the Mififippi, and there the country is -
healthful
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healthiful from the inundations or floods at certain feafons

by the diflolving of the northward fnow ;, they have a

fmall fur-trade, and begin to plant indigo 3 the bay of

Movile, or L’Ifle Dauphine, admits only of veffels of ,
fmall draught.

From bay St. Louis or Bernard to Orleans upon the
Miffiffippi, the refidence of the governor-general, are,
about 140 leagues 3 thence o L’Ifle Dauphine, wherea
fub-governor refides, are forty leagues ; thence to Penfa-
cola, a Spanifh fettlement, are fifteen leagues ; from L'I{le
Dauphine, in N. lat. 30 M. 30 D. W. long. from Paris
92 . or 8¢9 D. 30 M. welt from London; are 7.
30 M. long, eaftto Cape Florida.

[z] 1II. Portugueze difcoveries and fettlenients.

BRAZIL is a narrow {lip, its {ea-line extends from
the river Amazons under the equinoctial, to Rio de la
Plata: By the treaty of Baden, anno 17145 Spain refigns
to Portugal, in full property and jurifdiction, the territory
and colony of the Sacrament on the north branch of Rio
de la Plata; Portugal not to allow of any traders to
Brazil, but the European Portugueze. The Portugueze
have a fort on the north fide of the entrance of La Plata
in S. Iat. 34 D.

Brazil was a Portugueze accidental difcovery; in fail-
ing for thejr fettlements and fa&tories in the Eaft-Indies,
anno 1500, a Brazil fleet, by the eafterly trade-winds, was
drove upon the coaft of Brazil. They made no fettle-
ment of confequence until anno 1549, king John fent
over fettlers and foldiers.

It is divided into fourteen captain-fhips, whereof eight
belong to the king, and fix to private proprietors ; all

[=] Asafew additonal pages may conduce fowards a full and
r_hﬁjnc'}, but contracted, view of all the American colonies from the
{everal European nations, we difpenfe a little with our limigs firlt pro-
poled.
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under one vice-roy, who refides at Bahia, or theBay of all
Saints, in S. lat. 12 D. 45 M.

The Portugueze, upon their firft arrival in Brazil, cru-
elly murdered the Indians in the fame manner as the Spa-
niards had done in Mexico and Peru ; doubtlefs, the po-
litical reafon was, their being too numerous to be kept
under a continued fubjection ; but their religious evafion
was, dominion is founded upon grace, therefore none,
have any right to life or land but the true Roman Ca-
tholics, Tantum potuit fuadere malorum Relligio.

Portugal, confequently Brazil, was in the Spanifh ju-
rifdiétion from anno 1580 to 1640. Philip II of Spain
claimed, as he was the fon of the eldeft daughter of King
Emanuel of Portugal ; whereas the duchefs of Braganza
was a daughter of the fon of king Emanuel, a better ti-
tle. The Dutch revolted from and at war with Spain, be-
come mafters of the northern parts of the Brazils for fome
years ; upon the revolution of Portugal, in favourof the
houfe of Braganza, anno 1640, the Dutch gradually loft
ground ; the Dutch chufing rather to out the Portu-
gueze from the Spice-iflands, than divert their force to
Keep pofieffion of Brazil. By Cromwell’s war with
the Dutch, anno 1642 May, to anno 1654 April, they
could not afford fufficient protetion to their conquefts
there (anno 1641, the Dutch made a truce with the Por-
tugueze, uti poffidetis, for ten years) and from the above
confiderations, and their {mall country not affording
fpare people fufficient to fettle there, the Durch madea
total furrender by a treaty anno 1661.

Their rich mines diverted them from their former
{ugar bufinefs, and the other European colonies have got
into it, The yearly import of gold to Portugal, for
{fome years paft, has been about three millions fterling
per annin.

Anno 1711, the French took Rio de Janeiro, and
brought it to contribution ; it is from thence that moft
of their gold is thipped. The Brazil fieet for that port,
in S, Lat. 23D, {ets out in January; for Bahia, in ngr

! 13 D.
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13 D. 8, Lat. theyfet out in February ; for Fernambuca,
in 8 D. 8. Lat. {et out in March; and upon their re~
turn leave thele parts in May and June. Moft of the
Brazil harbours are a dangerous navigation, becaufe of
funken rocks at a {mall depth.

T'he moft valuable imports to Portugal from the Brazils
are gold (generally coined there at Bahia marked B. and
Rio de Janeiro marked R.) found in feparate grains or
{mall pieces, or intermixed with fpar, but not extracted
or feparated from filver and other metaks as in Mexico ;
and of late diamonds, generally [2] {mall and of a bad
water.

IV. Dutch difeoveries and [etilements.

THE Dutch Weft-India company is of little or no
confideration 3. the price of their actions (or ftock as it is
called in London) thirty to thirty-five; whereas the
Dutch Eaft-India company altions at prefent are about
350[#]. For many years their whole bufinefs was de-

[2] We have lately in the news-papers from Europe, 2 romantic
account of a huge diamond fent home from the Brazils to the king of
Portugal of 1680 casats (a carat is four grains) the news-writers, to
heighten the romance, put it at 224 millions fterling value ; whereas
even according to the ancient high valuation of diamonds (formerly
a diamond of one carat, of 2 good water and well polithed, was va-
lued ar 1o/ Rerling, or 110 Dutch florins, the value of thofe more
weighty was the {quare of carats multipliad into the valae of one carat;
diamonds moft in demand are from one grain and a half tofix grains)
if cut and polifhed of the belt water would not exceed twenty-eight
milliops fterling, and if only brute or not cut, not above half that
valoe ; and if we fuppofe it of a bad water, as are moft of the Brazil
diamonds, perhaps not much better than fome curious well cut and
poli[lrcd pebbles, this will redace the value very much, Tormeriy
the largelt diamonds known were, 1. That of the Great Mogul (for-
merly all diamonds of any value came from the Mogul's dominions)
of z7g carats. 2. That of the Grand Duke of Tulcany of 139 carats,
but inclming to a citron colour, 3. Governor Pite's diamond fold to
the crown of France for two millions of livres, or 135,000 /. fterling,
it was of 127 carats,

[£] In AmsTErRbAM Baxk, there is no fale of aétions or flock, it
is not properly a company. [t was eftablifhed, anno 160g, by a pla-

predations
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or piracies upon the Spaniards and Porfu.
?-\ which they were very fuccefsful ; firft they took
3razil Aeet in g,1hu1 orthe bayof All-Saints; next thc}r
took two fhips Fthe Spanifh plate-flect nearCuba; fome
e after \L 2y Lml\ a ‘w[mm th lulnc fleet worth twelve

llions of florins. At prefent the interlopers run away
with the company’s 1& and profits.
After anno 1621, upon llll. expiration of the Dutch

twe hn years truce \\a-h Spain, they difturbed the Brazil
fettlernents (the Portug gueze dominions.were at that time
undef tht Spanifh j unz.a iction) and were troublelome in
Chili; they cot fome u»u[lﬂu, m Guiana, and retained a
confiderable footing in the noreh parts ti Brazil for fome
years.

The Dutch fettlements in America are not confidera-
ble, wiz.

1. Amongft the Caribbee iflands, the fmall ifland of
Statia or St. Euftace, a few leagues weft from St. Kits;
here is a Dutch Weft-India company-governor; not-

cart, or alt of the vroedfchap or town-council ; the flate of Amfler-
dam oblige themfelyes to make gaod all monies lodged in this bank.
‘They retain the fame intrinfic va :Jue of de nmmmhons as they were at
the time of the ereftion of this bank ; thus for ;.x!lancc, a ducatoon at
that time was three guilders, and fo continues to be received and paid
away there; whereas i the common currency of Hol}.md it is
coned ﬁ'-;'*.‘ three fiivers, and the par of the agio is five per cod,
Here 15 a method to pu\mt depreciation, and un‘Ntes this
bank for that ertr!.xl credit, which it has obtained in 2l foreign
trade; r'\t\\mm nding, we may obferve that the beft conflitutions,
upon earth are {ho :rI l y very extraordinary events; foranno 1672,
upon that fudden rapid invafion of the feven united provinces by
France, the transfers in this bank were fold at ten per cent. difcount,
tor current money, which with the aldition of the agio is in effect
Ll] percent T'his bank is the merchant’s cafhier, and he negotiates
h '3 a 1 Is l‘\. transfers in his folio ; ‘4 bank transfer is a legal tender;
\

en the bank pays out {pecie, which feldom happens, I:lu:y refain one

ahth per cent. for keeping, felling, €.’ Merchants of great deal-
for ten ducatoons per annuny, have the fate of their accotint fent
sigs every morning ;. the charge of transferring a fum ex-
wilders cofts unly oie fhvt_r or penmy. There was 2
| at Rotterdam anno 1636 ; it is of no note.

withftanding

ci-
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withftanding the Dutch interlopers carry on'here a con-
fiderable trade with the French and Britifh people of the
Caribbee iflands ; in this port the Britifh and French
Americans carry on a confiderable intercourfe of trades
and from St. Kits much fugar and molafies are brought
clandeftinely to {ave the four and an half per cent. and the
plantation-duty, and plantation-bonds. This ifland is
not capable of making above 100,000 Ib. wt. of fugar
per-anmum.  The governor of Statia fends a Command.mt
to the fmall ifland of Sabia, which raifes only fome ftock
or market provifions ; he has alfo a commandant in: St.
Martin’s ifland ; this feems to be aneutral ifland ; at pre-
fent a few Dutch and fome French live there, but of no
confideration.

2. Amongft the lefler Antilles (Cuba, Jamaica, Hifpa-
niola, and Porto-Rico are called the greater :.nt:il s)
upon the coalt of Curaccoes, or windwa rd coat of the
Spanifh main, their principal fettlement is the fmall ifland
of Curafo, lies about eight leagues from the Terra Firma,
in 12 D. N. Lat, The Dutch took it from the Spa-
niards anno 1634 ; their chief bufinefs is an interloping
fmuggling trade with the windward coaft of the Spanith
maif. - Adjoining to it are the Dutch fmall iflands of
Aruba ealtward, and weftward are Bonaire, Aves, Roca,
:md Orcili,a, of no confideration.

. Guiana; their chief fettlement is Surinam. It was
taken by the DUECII from the Englifh in the beginning of
king C harles the fecond’s reign, and confirmed to t]"‘
by the tre aty of Breda anno 1667, in exchange for New-
York confirmed ro the E nglith,  Here are three “pro-
prietors Lumun«.d, vV, lht Dutch Weft-India com-
pany, the townof Amfterdam, and admiral Somel(dike’s
heirs. It is garrifoned by a detachment of one man out
of each Dutc h h..)t company of regular troops. Itisa
fugar colony; they keep their books in light pieces of
el ‘hr roy .\I‘a, and ftivers ; fix ftivers make a royal ; eight
royals‘make a piece of eight. “Their currency ‘twenty
per cent. worfe than the currency in Holland 3 2 Holland’s

guilder
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guilder pafics for twenty-four ftivers ; their large cus-
rency is rransferring bills of exchange upon Amifterdam,
at the difference of twenty per cent. a heavy piece of
eight pafies for three guilders.

New-England has a confiderable trade with Surinam
for molafies. Surinam government, by preclamation
Jan. 27, 1705, N. 8. allow the importation of [¢] horfes
and neat cattle from our colonies, at an impoft of feven
guilders per head, with tonnage of feven guilders per laft
of two ton fhipping; there is alfo a duty of five per
cent. out ([ix per cent, inward) upon two third value of
goods.,

Wett or to the leeward of Surinam is Barbice, a new
fettlement, belonging to a feparate company, in a very
thriving way ; fhares are {old at a very great advance.

Weft of Barbice is another Dutch {fettlement Elfquibe
(the Englifh feamen, much guilty of corrupting foreign
words, call it Ife a Cape) this furnifthes good mill imber
for all the Weft-India fugar fettlements, and produces
quantities of Balfam Capivi, the beft of all the medicinal
natural balfams,

Cayenne, a-fmall French fettlement in Guiana, afl,
that is to windward of Surinam ; it lies in N, Lat. 4 D.
55 M. it is a fugar colony. New-England {énds twoor
three floops to Cayenne yearly for molafles,

St. Thomas [4], one of the Virgin-iflands, is compre-
hended in the commiflion of the governor-general of
our leeward iflands; at prefent it is in pofieflion of 3
Danifh company ; feldom any company’s fhips to be feen
there. The king of Denmark has a negative in all cheir
procegdings ; they may raife about 2,500,000 1b, weight
of fugar per anmum; they raile fome cotton ; here 152

[¢] Tn New-England there is a breed of {mall mean horfes called
Jades or Surinamers; thefe run and feed in the walte lands at little or
no charge, and are fhipped off to Surinam for the ufe of their mills,
&, in the fugar plantations.

[d] We annex the following fhort paragraphs to render our enl-
meration of the American fettlements from Enrope complete,

Brande-
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Brandebourg or Pruffian factory. All their ordinances
and public writings are in Hollands or low Duteh, which
is the mother-tongue of the ifland. - Their currencyis as
in Suvinam. It is a fort of neutral port, but under good
ceconomy.

Tobago liesin 11 D. 30 M. N. lat. 59 D. W, from
London, about forty leagues fouth from Barbadoes, near
the Spanifh ifland Trinadad, which lies near the mouth
of the river Oranoke. King Charles IT made a grant of
it to the duke of Courland, to be fettled only by the fub-

jets of England and Courland. The duke of Courland

made feveral grants in it to Englithmen, but it continues
not-fettled.

St, Crux. The Englith, French, and Danifh have at
times claimed it; it continues a neutral illand, lies fouth
trom the Virgin-iflands.

V. Britith firf American difeoveries, and Welt-India
ifland [ettlements.

I comz to a clofe of the introdu&tory account of Ame-
rican affairs in general, which has infenfibly fwelled in the
handling, much beyond my firft plan; I hope it is not
tedious to the curious and intelligent reader. 'We now
enter upon the principally intended fubjeét, the Britifh
fettlements in America. An auchor, without oftentation
defigning a eommeon good, may endeavour to cenciliate
attention and faith in his readers. As no man is born
with the inftinét or innate knowledge of his native or
mother country, and does not generally enter upon fuch
refearches until 25 /. the air of the foil and juvenile
converfation do not much contribute towards this :
therefore a perfon not a native, but not a foreigner,
who comes into any country at that age, and enters upon
and profecutes fuch inveitigations from perfonal obferva-
tions, and credible correfpondencies for a courfe of thirty
years, may write, as if born in the country. I hope
critics, natives of any of thefe our colonies, will not

reckon




XTS  Papgl

reckon it a prefumption in me to affav't he fr;llmﬂmrr ac-

coun ally as at prefe Nty NO Native appears to ug.
e z .;.mrir:..‘ﬂ, but ufe m] pe lthlJ’HU?. Tac

1.

nethod to render it diftingt and LIL&E.
I'he American colonies cannot be claimed by the fove-
ral E'}:Hulu_'.an nations from preoccuy pancy (they were not
dereliéts, but in pofleffion of the m.,l"rm.ll Imluns not
by inheritance, nor by what the law of n: iture and nationg
deem a juftifiable (,om_gl_wii; therefore the .u.\emurmo
Furopean powers, could only give to fome of their pm-
ticular fubjeéts an exclufive grant of negociating and
urchafing from the natural proprietors the native Indi.
ans, and therewpon a power of Jurifdiétion.
L'rz'tm-rh' priority J.*' 'i covery, even without a.contie
'on, was deemed a good claim;
18 11 North- Ametica from the
Vifta in 66 D. to 34 D. N,
u'n‘ry Iuil:mmf' we made no
d did not fo much as ng Wvigate thc
lenry VIII was 3 v:(zmz-l rince, theaf:
of_his wives, and perplexities with the church, gave
him full employment ; F dward VI was a minor; queen
Mary a wicked woman and bigotted Roman Catholic,
her fole attention was to re -L,mbuﬂ\ popery, at that time
wearing out of fathion, in Lmr)ﬁ mhm an, execrable,
furious, zealous manner 3 good queen Elizabeth, a great
u‘:u.ns.gi of trade and m\lm'!m in fome rdpt‘da,
but had the diftre of the Spaniards, and protection
of the Dutch, more in her intentions, than the making of
difcoveries and i;_LI],;‘;l-:i'thri in America. ]xoyal urams
of lands iI not occupied, and in prou,“ of time if an-
other grant (with Occupancy) 1s made to others, the firft
arant Ihuu mes void. lmu ml Hamilton’s arant in
the Naraganfer couy ntry ; Mr. Mafon’s grant of New-
Ha mpth s and man S‘-"”L-‘ in the N. E. parts of

New England are

okt ;.‘-l,_’ it to be 4 ¥.7,!‘:..J“w Lnce not of ’r""lll‘\ bui 0f

an

._'un:: void.

The
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The Cabots of Venetian extract, anno 1495, obtained
from king Henry VIl a patentfor the property of all lands
they fhould difcover weftward of Europe ;-one fifth of
the clear profit is referved to the king. Henry VI was
a lover and hoarder up of money:  Theyfitted out
from Briftol anno 1496 ; proceeded along the north fhore
of America till obftructed by the ice; then they turned
their courfe fouthward ; and at lx.nrrth their provifions
proving fcanty, they were obliged to put off for England.
Thus the Cabots in the name of, and by commiflions
from, the crown 01 England, began to range the continent

.of North-Americ hdcm Columbus from the crown of
Spain thwvucd ..n\' part of the continent of America;
i‘rom 1492101498, Columbus difcovered only the iflands

in the gulph of Mexico. The Cabots were good in-
duftrious navigators, they were the firlt who weathered
the north Cape of Europe,

The next patent for difcoveries and fettlements in
America was March 25, 1584, to [¢] Sir Walter Raleigh
and affociates, for difcovering and planting lands in
North-America, not actually pofleffled by any Chriftian
prince : that {ame year two {mall veffels were. fent via
Canaries and the Caribbee-iflands (this, in thefe days was
reckoned the only route of navigation for any part of
America) to trade upon that coaft ; upon their return,
in honour to, the virgin queen Elizabech,, it was called
Virginia, reaching fo far north as the gulph of St. Lau-

[£] Sir Walter Raleigh, of a good but reduced family in Devon-
"hm., was handiomn robult and eloquent, had a liberal education, and
was brought up at the inns of court; he was much ‘in favour with
queen Elizab .kh. and dils covered Guiana anno 1597, He was in the
plot againft king James I, with lord Cobham, Grey, &e. convidled and
condemned for high treafon; he was thirteen \-.al:-- in prifon, :
wrote the I‘ll" Ty 0[ the world ; hie proje@ted a fcheme to liberare hi
felf, by propofing to the court thedifcovery of a gold mine in Guiana
{he was naturan_\ a mighty hunter after mines of minerals, mezals, and
precious ftones) was fitted out, proceeded, and returned empty; beirg
unfuccefsful, and by the refentment of € more the Spanifh am-
baffador at the court of England, his former (entence was averred, and
he was beheaded.

ranCe
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rence. Anno 1585, Sir Walter fent Sir Richard Gren-
ville, with feveral veflels and 108 people, to begin a plan-
tation; they landed upon the ifland Roanoke near the
mouth of Albemarle river in North-Carclina. Sir
Francis Drake, from the Spanith Welt-Indies, by way of
the gulph of Florida ftream, touched in Roanoke anno
1586 ; thefe people fettlers diffatisfed, moft of them
returned with him to England. - Anno 1587 and 1580,
Mr. White, with the character of governor, brougfit
over fome people to Cape Hatreras, but effeéted no fettle-
ment.

No further attempt worth mentioning was made un.
til anno 1606, Sir Walter Raleigh, by his attainder, hav.
ing forfeited his patent, feveral adventurers petitioned the
king for grants, and a grant was made to two companies,
in one charter, viz. to the London adventurers from 34
D. to 41 D. N. lat. the other company was the Briftol,
Exeter, Plymouth, &e. adventurers. from 38 D. to45D.
N. lat. Thus perhaps the uncommon and confequent-
ly neglected part from Cape Charles to Conneéticut might
fall into the Dutch hands. In the firft company of ad-
venturers feveral noblemen and gentlemen obtained a
patent with power of government for a certain diftri&,
the jurifdiétion to be in a prefident and ftanding council ;
they fitted out Capt, Newport, with three thips and 100
fettlers 5 they failed into Chefepeak-Bay, and fifty miles
up James river, and began a fettlement called James-town.
Here properly begins the firft planting of our eldeft co-
lony Virginia; the further narrative of this colony be-
longs to the fection of Virginia.

The other company in the fame charter of anno 1606,
called the company of Plymouth, or Weft-country ad-
venturers, viz. Sir John Popham chief-juftice, Sir Fer-
dinand Gorge governor of Plymouth, &, began their
adventures in trade and {ertlements at Sagadahoc in New-
England, about the fame time.

Their firft adventure was taken by the Spaniard:
anno 1608, they fitted out captains Popham and Gilbf:lfg

Wil
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with people or fettlers, and ftores, and built a fort, St.

George, near Sagadahock ; it came to nothing. Anno
1614, Capt. Smtth, fome time prefident of Virginia,
called the traveller, a good folid judicious writer' in
general, fitted out two ﬂnps and made a good voyage in
trade ; upon his return to England, he prefented a plan
of thecountry to the court, and it was called New- Eng-
land. Asafier a few years the London company diffolved,

{o, it feems, was the fate of this company; and anno 1620,
Nov. 3, king James I granted to a company of adven-
turers called the council of Plymouth, forty in number,
all lands from 40 D. to 48 D. N. lat. keeping up the
claim to New Netherlands, or Nove Belgia, at that time
in poffeflion of the Dutch, at prefent the Britifh colonies
of New-York, New-Jerlies, and Penlylvania. This[f]
council of Plymouth made feveral grants which were
found faulty from their indiftinétnefs, and having no
power to delegate jurifdiction, Here we muft break off,
and refer the further Narration to the feGtions of the
New-England colonies, which were the council of

Plymouth grants.

The firft inducements of the Englith adventurers to
take out patents for countries or lands in America, and
to fuffer fo much in fettling, were the hopes of finding
rich mines of minerals, met a[‘;, and precious ftornes, and
a thorough-fare to the Eaft-Indies or Spice-iflands, * Af-
ter fome rime thefe projectors finding themfelves dif-
alnpmmed the old patents were neglected or annihilated :
in the end of James the firft’s reign, and beginning of
Charles I, new grants were procured but by reafon
of the following civil confufions and divifions, the con-
ditions of thefe new grants were not complied with ; and
people fit down at pleafure and at random. Upon the

[/] The company or council of Plymosth, by their charter or
patent, had a powar ru conyey any portion of their granted lands to
any of his majefty's fubjeéls : after having made many indiftinét and
interfering grants, they furrendered their charter to the crown, by an

infrument under cheir common feal, June 7,1635.

Vor, L [ reftoration
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reft \L'.:. 'I, thefe fettlers petitioned for
peculiar grants (as we 111“1 obferve in the feveral [eétions
of colonies) particularly of Maryland, Carolina, News
Y % Chi 74 Hod ‘-,m.\\.

firft grants from crown were generally ex-
prefied to run back inlan d 100 miles ; afterwards theftyle

was due wefl outh-ieas, or until they mietwith
fome o Cl t:l ment ; fometimes it is exprefid
from fea to fea, eaft and ~.'.m‘_1 : at prefent the words arg
to run back indefinitely. Many of the firft grants Were
by falfe of uncertain defcriptions, and did interferewith
one another; as we may obferve in the hiftory of theie
feveral boundaries in procefs of time rectified and at pres
fent fettled.

The hnlm of our fundry colonies have been upon fe
veraloccaf; m-, and from various beginnings. New= Lng‘
land was firft fettled by people from i,n:,i.‘nd, tenacious
of their own non-conformift way of religious worfhip,
and refolved to endure any hnul”mw, viz. a very diftant
removal, inclemencies of the climate, barrennefs of the
i'u?l &e. in order to enjoy their own way of thinking

alled :’t)l]kl priy ﬂ. ges, in peace and pul'"\ Our Weft-
Inc a iflands have been fettled or increaled, fome of them
by Royalifts, fome by Parliamentarians ; fome by [¢] To-
ries, fome by Whigs, at different times ingmvu orexiles
from their native country.  Virginia and Maryland have
been for many years, and continue to be a fink for
tranfported criminals.  Pennfylvania being the pm PErty
of Mr. Penn, a Quaker ; he planted it with Quuakers (a8
Lord Ba‘.ltivnu'n'= for the fame reafon at firft planted Ma-
ryland with Romar Cartholics) it is lately very much
increafed by hufbandmen {warming from Ireland and
Germany.

[¢] Whig and Tory, originally were reciprocal P“I{V cant namesof
contempt, they began in the reign of king Charles Tories affeited
p;....\c -obedience and nron refiftance, as a Iru.’wma e of theclown;
whigs maintained that liberty and property was a natural | srivilege of

the people.

y, The
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2. The Britith {fland fettlements

THE Britifh Americancolonies, efpecially their iflands
in and near the gulph of Mexico, are the Spanifh leav<
ings; the Sp;t..lk..ns, their firft difcoverers, made no ac-
count of them; and when the Englith began to fettle
them, they were not difturbed by the Spaniard, as if be-
low their notice. "I'hr: Englith at firft had no other de-
fign there, only to diftrefs the Spaniards. Thus Sir Francis
Drake made fev L._i depredations there, but no fettle
ment 3 anno 1585 he - took 8t. Domingo, Carthagena,
and St. Auguftine, and {oon -s;niti'cd them. Anno 1597,
Porto Rico was conquered by the Englifh, but dropped.

The Britith American ifland governments may be
enumerated under rhefe hieads, viz.  The two fimall fettle-
ments of Bermudas and Providence, or Bahama-Iflands,
and the three general governments of Barbadoes, Lee=
ward-I{lands, and [Jm ica : thefe three ‘governments
are called the Britifh fugar iflands. ~ Asat prefent fugar
is of general ufe, and occalions a vaft branch of public
revenue to the nations of Great-Britain, France, and
Holland, a digreflion concerning fugar may be acc
able,

Y=

/? (3‘)‘; '."

J” EO ”F 4 [:"’

T HE ancient Greeks and Romans ufed honey only for
{weetning ; {ugar was not known amengftthem. Paulus
Agineta, a noted compiler of medical hif
of the laft Greek writers upon that fubje

tory, and one
ject, about anno
625, is the firft who c;\'i‘-z'\-;]v mertions fugar 3 it was at
firft called, Mel arundinacenm, that is, reed or cane honey.
It came from China, by way of the Eaft-Indies and
Arabia to Europe. As fpinits ([piritus ardentes; not
above a century ago were ufed only as officinal cordials,
but now are become an e idemical plague every where,
being a pernicious ingredient in moft of our beverages :

12 fo




116 Britith and French Serriements Parrl

fo formerly fugar was only ufed in {yrups, conferves, and
fuch like Arabian medicinal compofitions. It is at pre.
{fent become of univerfal and moft noxious uley it fouls
our animal juices, and produces {crophulas, feurvys, and
other putrid diforders 3 by relaxing the folids, it occafions
watery {wellings, and catarrhous ails ; it induces hyfteric
and other nervous diforders ; therefore (hould be {paringly
ufed, eipecially by our weaker fex; they are naturally ofa
.I.IZ,"'(I 1’:;‘.'\'1.1.

The ifland colonies (in a peculiar manner they are
called the Weft-Indies) had the fugar-cane from theBra-
zils ; the Portugueze of Brazil might have them from
their fettlements in the [4] Eaft-Indies. At prefent the
flavour and fmell of our fugars, and of thofe from Brazil
differ confiderably ; this may be attributed to what the
French call, Le gout de terroir 5 thus it is with with wines
from tranfplanted vines ; Virginia tobacco, and Brazil,
and Varinas tobacco differ upon this account.

Arundo faccharifera C. B. P. {ugar-cane, are the bo-
tanical Latin and Englith tribe names ; it grows to five,
{ix, or more feet high; articulated or jointed with 2
gramineous or reed leaf. The canes are generally plant-
ed in Auguft, and cut down from Chriftmas to June of
the following, not the fame, year ; they are from fixteen
to twenty-two months upon the ground. This produce
allows of a great latitude as to gathering in, without any

[4] China boalts much of the antiquity of its policy, and not without
reafon. They feem 1o be the elder brother of all the nationsin Alis,
Africa, and Europe ; we can trace, even in our records, which do 110}
go back exceeding 2500 years, many notable things from thence, ﬁ}iﬂ
as the filk-worm, the fugar cane, the fmall-pox, &'¢c. America having
no known land communication with them, and the intermediate navi-
gation fo long, that until the late improvements in navigation, Ame-
fica and the moon were much upon the {ame footing with refpedt 10
Lvrope, Afia, and Africa. Hence it is, that vpon our difcoveries of
America, exceepting {peech, which isnatural to mankind, they feemtd
have been only a gregarious fort of man-brutes; that is, they lived in
tribes or herds and nations, without letters or arts further than toace
quire the neceliaries of life.

confiderable
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confiderable lofs: if cut reafonably and foon, they yield
more juice, but lefs rich than if left ftanding a few months
longer: moreover, canes that might have been curt at the
end of December, the planters are under a neceflity to
keep fome of them growing until June, to furnifh pre-
vender, which is cane-tops, for their cattle.  One gallon
of cane liquor may yield about one pound three quarters
of fugar; a pot of 60 wt. of fugar, may drop about
three gallons molaffes; one gallon molafies, if good,
yields near one gallon rum or proof {piric; by claying
fugars lofe above two fevenths, which runs into molaffes :
the difference upon the improvement of fugars generally
is in this proportion, viz. If mufcovadoe fell ac 255, per
cent. wt. firft clays fell at 35, fecond clays at 45, third
clays at 55,

The manufaéture is reckoned equal in value to the
produce or cultivation ; it has many chargeable articles,
the mill, the boiling-houfe, the curing-houfe, ftill-houfe,
{tore-houfe. Sugars are diftinguithed into mufeavadoes,
by the French called Sugar bis or brute, firft, fecond, and
third clayings or refinings.

The cultivation of the cane ; a length of few joints
or knots laid fat or horizontally in holes ; thefe holes are
half a foot deep or better, three feet long, two feet wide 3
thirty good field negroes may hoe an acre a day 3 from
cach joint oroculus proceeds a reed of canes.

In Barbadoes the charge of cultivation and manufac-
ture of fugar ({uppofing the labour hired, as it happens
in fome particular circumftances) is about 15/, per acre,
an acre at a medium is reckoned to produce 25007
wt. fugar ;- therefore all exceeding 125 per cent, wt. in
the price of fugars, is clear profit to the planter. NV, B.
The rum defrays the ordinary expence of the planta-
tion. They allow one good field negro for one acre
canes, all labour incladed. The labour is very confi-
derable (fuppofing the ground well cleared and brought
to) wiz. holling, planting, dunging, weeding, hilling,
and cutting,

Ig After
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roe of 'ﬁlms plan-

n r 5. per annum,
for cloat 1 L;i)i‘lth{_‘d, it is
ke _'..1-";\'-{ and: petticoats

: gd, per yard, amla
oes of one | hm.lt'un live
\frican town ; are allowed
vy afternoon, and Sundays,
ound to raife provifions for them-

{clves ; o, if new im,é oes, are allowed one pintof Guinea
corn, one falt herring, or an equivalent per day in other
provifions of {alt mackarel, dryed falt-filh, Indian com,

&Fc. Barbadoes requires a {upply of 4000 or 5000 new

lands into thirds, o=

on 1 third  new-planted

i In Barbadoes they

ccond crop 3 in the other iflands

ve ratoons, or fecond, third, fourth, & crops

frem the fame rocts, but every fucceeding year they
Gield Tels

The quantity of fugar imported per cnntm from the

Britith {fugar-ilands to Great-Britain is about 80,000 to
> hogfheads, at 10oo wt. per hogfhead.

on of the French, by an aét of parliament

fugars are all owed to be carried directly,

o in ( 1in, to any foreign port

lout ipt I certain rchmmm 0o
lon wur enumeratien, About ii‘mf years ago the
i ] 1

h. were chiefly i ]imb u“}, fugars from (_:mr-
Britain ; at prefent they Tupply themfelves, and can af-
ford nderfel] us m all ‘markets, the Meéditerranean,

I rel

ive governors in the
lands, is l\ arce of any hiftorical ufe, unles
where fome things remarkable have happened ¢ luring
ernment ;3 therefore without making much én-
quiry, I {hall only mention thofe who eafily occur:

The
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The Weflt-India iflands, together withVirL‘inia,lery-
land, and the Carolinas, are of vaft profit to Great-Britain,
by the labour of abové three hugdred thoufand flaves,
maintained at a very fmall charge. IHere we obfervea
fort of }uumu.d grofs errory in the Utopian charter-
eonftitution ui the u:lnny of Georgia, not allowing of
the labour of (laves, and, by the experience of 1&.VLI’-’JI
years, this feems to be a principal realon of the fettle-
ment coming to nothing. By aéls of their affemblies,
flaves or nearoes are real effate, bur may be fued for
and recovered by perfonal aftien.  If it were not for the
negroes and Mulattoes born in thefe colonies reckoning
themfelves natives, it would be impofiible to keep fo
many able bodied flaves in fi bietion by a few valetu-
dinary white men: there have been, from time to
time, infurreétions of negroes ; but were difcovered,
and the ringleaders executed in the moft cruel and
deterring manner that could be conrrived. Slaves in
any felonious cafe are tried, not by a jury and grand
feffions, but by two juftices, and three freeholders; a
mejority condemns them and orders execution. = They
generally value new negroes in this mannei; a negro of
10 Al .md of 40 /t. are upon a par; from 20 to
25 At is reckoned their prime 3 from +o Alt. upwards,
their value gradually decreafes, as it does from ro Zt,
downwards.

Their voyages from London to Barbadoes or Leeward
iflands are fix to feven weeks ; but home to London not
{fo much ; when out of the rradc-winds, the wefterly
winds and a wefterly fwell or fea generally prevail,

In thefe iflands the rains (wichin the tropics, the
Indians number their years by rains; without the tro-
pics, they reckon by fucceffion of w inters) begin at the
end of May, continue frequent for three months, and

abate nmdmln. to December. Hurricanes are from the
middle of July to the middle of September: Barba-
¢does and the Leeward-iflands are not much troubled

I 4 with
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with hurricanes ; but have at times violent guits of wind,
when the trade or eafterly winds change per north (failoss
call it going againit the fun) to wdt, with a rolling fea
from Tha_ Leew md The fea breeze begins between ¢ cight
and nine houars morning, increafes Ll“ noon, retains its
full ftrength ull three .dmnuan, and gradually decreafes
to about five in the evening,.

Fven in their breezes, the air {cems to refemble the
{uffocating breezes along the fands of the deferts of
Libya, or like the fteam and exhalation from burning
charcoal : their air feems to be impr egnated with fome
volatile acid fulphur, which, to a very inconvenient de-
gree, rufts iron, and cankers other metals : it keeps the
blood and fpirits in a continued fret. In that climate |
never could apply myfelf to a ferious intenfe way of
thinking exceeding half an hour; fome conftitutions
are keprin a continued fmall degree of a phrenzy ; hence
proceed the many rafh, paflionate actions amongft the
Creoles. In the north continent of America, for two or
three weeks in July (dog-days are only aftrological cant
names amongft the vulgar; the hot weather of the fea-
fon, not the influence of the ftars are in the cafe) the
weather is fometimes {o hot, as to rarify the air too
mu ch, by relaxing its {pring and a¢tion occalions {udden
deaths, p.LIfu;, .-nd the like nervous affections (imaffuctis)
in the human fpecies and other animals; begmnmg of
July, 17; , unufually hot; for a continuance of fome
days, eig m or mm people die fuddenly : at the wri[ing
of this July 8, and 15, 16, little wind fouth-wefterly, in
tenfely malrmtf hot, but not fulphureous and ftifling as
in the Weft-Indies ; fcarce any thunder hitherto.

Befides regular tides, they have uncertain windward
and ](’L\\dld currénts : with a windward current, new
and full moon tides {low about three feet; they flow
longer than they ebb.

T heir fr:ncul {fupply for charges of government 15
a poll-tax upon negroes, and an C\L]ic upon liquors

imported.
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imported. They have a very good regulation, that no
frecholder’s perfon can be arrelted for debt ; thus his
labour is not loft to the public by a time of confine-
ment, and he cannot readily run in debt exceeding the
value of his freehold. Itis to be wifhed, that this wife
regulation may be introduced into our continent colo-
nies.

The Spaniards and Portuguefe in their firft.-American
navigations, Very providcnrl_v put on fhore upon the in-
tervening head-lands and iflands, fome live ftock, par-
tic U.Llrly neat cattle and {wine, to multiply by propaga-
tion, towards a future refrefhment and fupply of provi-
fions in their voyages

The general food of the E uropeans there, and of their
flaves, comes next in courfe ; it is moftly vegetable [7],

Here we may previoufly obferve, that the plants or
vegetables between the tropics are fo various from our
European tribes, they feem to require a diflinct {yftem
of botany, or ought to be reduced to fome order by
annexing to each wibe of European plants, fome co-
rollaries of the affines; but without coming much into
natural hiftory, I am afraid fome readers judge me too
prolix.

The food of their negro flaves, and of the common
labourers and white fervants, may be divided into,

[/] Dr. Sloane, afterward Sir Hans Sloane, anno 1695, publifhed
book Catalegus plantarum que in infula - Jamaica, Madera, Barbadoes,
Nevis e St. Chriftophori zafeantsrs few prodromus biftovie naturalis
Famaica, pars prima. He has been fulﬁcitntly burlefqued on Lms
affair; he gives no account of any part of n.mud] hiftory except ing of
pl.mru, and of thofe no defcri Itlull. only ]‘t" dl][ll. long lilks of nf ,m!
fynonyma from various authors: Dr. De Ruifeau of Barbadoes told
me, that he was only eleven days upon that ifland, and pretends 1o give
the nawyal hillory of the iland,  Thus dela Motray publithed feveral
volumes in folio of his travels, amongflt others, his travels in New
England ; who to my certain knowledgerelided there onlya few days,
and was very conflantly at home in his lodgings in Bollon, with com=
pany of no intelligence.

I. Their

e Ladilah
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they eat it with bwl »d meat.

() Volid
ﬁ;.hf..
Sloane.

ie albo. C, B. P.. Garden pess,

na, 'l!")'i 7

Oy !..’.J cordato nepainly.
fy XV ‘ll probably it came
from Guir t is the principal and bedt mud of the negroes; hence
it is that in '_:.’i“"" to cat, is called to yaam.  This root grows fome-
t'mes: sa man's thigh ; the reddifh are more fpungy ; the white
are beft, and not fo cloy mu?« fweet as the Welt-India polmucs. many
of the belt white peeple ufe it for bread; to me it was more ﬁothnUlu
Ih"n h"u d of wheat-flower,

ws of two diffe

@, farinacea, cay

rent [w.ll'Lm or tribe

2 fhlio, fore magnoy
itala \"-’Lll India, H o
ocs 3 they ave natives of America, but do not
s Maryland, becaufe of the coldnefs of the
is's defcription and jcons are good ; it is planted from
ignt roots; or fome flices of the large roots, baving an
tatocs,




Secr. I, i NORTH-AMERIC A, mg

tatoes, [r] caffada. 4. Fruits, wiz. {5] plantanes
[#] bananes.

oculus or bud, in the fume manner as the folanum tuberofum, called
Irith potatoes ;. the leaves i'['r;:ul .'l.mw the ground. like comolm.lus,
the flower is pentapetalous ; the pifiilium becomes the fruit containing
many {mall l’cds.
Deo.
Do.
Dao. J‘\fzr 8 O fe.
Thefe continue permanently the fame, are lufcioudly fivest ; whan too
ripe or long kept, they become hl\mm or ftringy ; the yellow is the
moft common and belt Havoorés
Selanum gfeule:

Arackidna Theophraflt_forte
papas Peruanor: s icons are very good. Inih
potatoes ; they Lmn iy ‘ul over America; in the northern parts
the froft takes them foon ; the roots are a number of tubers of various
fizes conneéted by hl:xmnn.'f- tallzs, two or three feet erect ; the leaves
alternate, conjugated with an impar, of adark green, the whole ha-
bit hatry; the Howers mongpetalous in umbcls whitith, fruit foft, with
many flat feed: ; the large bulbs are uled for food ; the fmall bulbs are
committed tothe earth a , and are called feed potatoes; an Irifh
idiom, roots for feed are planted in the {privg, and dug wp
in September for ufe. G Bauhine {ays, they were brought from
Virginia to England, thence ro france and the other countries of Eu-
rope. Clufius thinks it was carried from New Spajn to Old Spain,
and from thence to Traly and the Netherlands, and propagated at pre-
fent all over Europe.
Do Radi:
Do. Raa :
1)0 Rl?:l‘l‘“( I £ 1':"”I Chﬁ..
Do. Flore alko. :nch potatoes ; thefe are fatter, larget,
[ ed, of a finer texture; this at prefent is much admired, does
{o well, 1s not fo eafily hurt by the froft.
] iticrs obtufo folio, caule wverrucole
wenenalto
afterit s w c“ driex l
in crumbles, calle
heir Welt-India coafting-vef: 1

. \\'nir"ﬂ.z 1 otat

wfcente; xe fith iu [oes.

JCS \\.Ln'l €

i

not 5';L'1-;

and bake
or {arine
with this

[s) Mufa

lngioréy Plumer, Mufa

.
cangi¢

, Sloane.  Palma bumilis longis
: ':nn\\.s fromfixtéen to twenty feet ]ll',‘h a

palm-leaf, ufed in thatching of i:uc, .A"ui o uod

bun‘mrr tor LIL poor 3 boi iled or m“m'. it is uled in place of l:.cdl
(2] Muja caua To rotunds, breviore odsrate. Hort.
Deamon bmmm. L‘o‘. not dilfer much rrum the former.
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II. Fith and flefh are moilly a foreign importation,
wiz. {alt herrings from Scotland and Ireland ; one bar-
rel of herrings is reckoned equivalent to two quintals
dried falt-fith, dried refufe fale-fith (cod, haddock, haake,
and polluck) from New-England and Newfoundland,
barreled falt mackarel from New-England ; they fome-
times ufe the country frefh produce of [#] flying fih,
and [e] land-crabs, and [#] foldiers. They feldom are
allowed any Irifh falt-beef; it is referved for the planters
or landlords, their managers, overfeers, and other white
fervants. Some negroes are allowed for their own ac-
count and profit to raife young pork (Weft-India young
pork is delicious) and poultry, which they carry to
market, but feldom eat of it,  Their moft delicious difh
for a regale, is a pepper-pot or negro-pot compounded
of falt-fifh, falt-flefh of any kind, grain and pulle of ‘all
kinds, much feafoned with [y] capficum or Guines-
pepper ; it is fomething like a Spanifh oleo, or New-
foundland thowdder.

(] Hirunds, Catefby ¢ the flying-fith, called alfo by the native her-
rings. Dy a pair of large fing it bears itfelf up in the air for a fhort
time, and to a fmall ditance,

[rv] Cancer iery fos fieh terra ageéns, Sloane, They are very
plenty, and good food, called land-crabs,

(] Cancellus® terrefiris, Carib. The hermit crab, or foldier, from
their red colour. Their fore-part and claws are cruftaceons; their
hinder part {oft, only a membranous integument, which they fecure in
the empty fliells of fizable buccinums, and carry the fhell along with
them, not a5 an original property but as a derelict.

[y] There arc many kinds of capficums; we fhall only mention
three; they are a manapetalous, membranous fruit.

Capficum filigua late ef rugofa, Park. Bell or long-pepper; it 1§ 4n-
nual, has a longer leat than moft capficoms ; is larger than a walnut,
and when firlt rire, red, and membranous. Planted in New-England ;

! clled when green.
re i ereéin, Sloane. Piper Tudicwss
it obiongis ereftis parwis, This is much ufed in
alled Barbadoes piemento, or Barbary pepper.
s fiudlu retindo eréllo parye acerrin, Sloane. Bird-
pepper.  Thefelaft two dried and powdered, are intenfely hot (almoft
caultic) and fnld over America by the name of Cayenne.butter, OF
Surinam pepper. -
The

If-é!‘ha J
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T The provender for their neat cattle and horfes befides
Y% cane-tops, and tops of Guinea corn already mentioned,
My [z]is Scotch grafs.

iy Scorpions, fcolopendras or forty legs, chigoes, fand-

" flies, vena medini, or Guinea worm, mufketoes, ants, ,
& bed-bugs cimices leétularii, (Fe. very troublefome and J
1% great nufances in thefe climates, we fhall not defcribe, |
1% having already tired the readers who have no notion of ’
natural hiftory : but we cannot omit that great nufance f
iy to navigation called the [«] worm, pernicious efpecially :
' to new fhips 3 at firft only in the Welt-Indies, but have ,
from thence been carried with fhips, and do propagate i

in Carolinia, Virgina, Maryland. They have got fo far ,
north as New-England, and lately have done confidera- .
ble damage in the port of Newport, colony of Rhode- B
Ifland : it is to be hoped, that a fevere freezing winter
il may deftroy them, as it did in Holland anno 1730, when
thofe worms, by eating and honey-combing of the piles
of their dikes, between the higheft and lowelt water-
marks, put the country in danger of being undammed or
drowned. [
I infenfibly deviate into fomething of the natural hi- |
ftory of thefe countries; but as it is not within the com-
pafs of my original defign, which was their current and
political hiftory in a fummary way; I fhall only briefly
relate and deferibe by the proper claffical names (which
hitherto has not been done by authors) that part of their
' natural produce which is ufed in common foed, in deli-

cacies, and as commodities in trade,

— §

(2] Panicum wulgare fica multiplici afperinfeula. T Gramen panicesint i
fpica diwija, C. B, P, Scots gr perhaps fo called, becaufe plenty in
the diftriét of Barbadoes called Scotland ; and not as a plant or herbage
from Scotland in Great-Britain : it is perennial, and affords many cut- {
:ings Or Crops fer anyunt.

(&) Terreds or Xylophagus mavimus, tabuls conchoidis; from one inch to
one foot long ; the extremity of thew head refembles a double bit of
that kind of borer called an augur,

1. The




¥26 : i S ENTS P.A.RTI
I ’{ { 3\ L L 1 Q)
to thefe acicl d 1
Ve [ . ¥t
I i 1t .
their delicacies are many forts of cucums
bers, meions, and the like of the gourd kindy [/}J cl-
trons [#] oranges, [£] lemons, fugar-cane ztlrcady men-
. w., P watus, Aldvovand,
The wil on, pie L orring d thefe are plenty at
ce o .md nr great benefit in fcedm&bhc

po I'h nch L.A” them ramzer ; the Dutch call them ringle dif,
Ui -’-, { ik if
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[d filh.

L >, Thele tw:

o periodically quit their
t that time have a kind of ficknefs (as
ir fendams, fo called) and do d!fgmgc
calcili, ov bezoar called ocdi cancri, or
wiz= bezoars, corals, co-
infipid, ufelefs medicines;
s ; but if given in dofes of

» quantity, they do no gc v no hurt, as [ have fre-
ried ; ifin a continued ufe and in large quantities, they have
bad effect, that challz, clay, and the like bave in the pice

ald cruftaceous e
we oblerve in {ilkc-u
from their flomach fom

s in mEm' hatch their eos
i hem uapon their bm S
1all mention only two

le, 1 » called from the colour of its
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tioned 5 cocoa we refer to the paragraph of produce for
trade and [/] cocoa, [m] cabbag ge-tree, [#] pine- apple,
fo called from its refemblance of the fruit or cones of
{ome pine-trees.

'——‘\ (‘

pe
fruit is fragrant, of a nddnih yellow colour, and tough peel.

Aurantivm acri ! gare. I';:.ur IIL“!‘P- Aurantia maluse
J. B. Seyille, or fv-:r or: m; This is the medicinal orange.

Aurantivm S . Ferrar. LIJp China orange, is eat only for plea-

orange: perennial large rigid leaves, with a heart-like appendix; the

{ure.
Aurantiun filvsflre m s, A -4 fris. Js B, frufin
fimonis pufille, Limas dé O The lime-tree ; this is more pangent and

holefome as the lemon; it is much ufed in
d 'rwﬂrh.

lefs agreeable, and not fow
the American bev

3 -tree. Tt is fometimes large
asa hr Hnan !zu.., with a thick rind, a flac d lifagrecable tafle to my
palate.

[#] Limwn «oulparis. Ferrar. Hefp. Maius limmmia atida, C. B, P,
Sour limons ; like the others of this kind, has perennial thick fliff
green leaves, but without an appendix : the fruit is more oval than
the orange, :u.d with a nipple-like procefs at the extremity or end, of
a pale; yellow ; it is the molt delicious fowering for that julep-fathion
drink called punc h,

Limon dulei medulla wnlgaris, Ferrar, Help. Sweet limon ; itis not
in much efteem.

(4] Palma indica nucifera coccus diste, Raij H., Palma mu f,";;.r arbor,
J- B. Cocoa-tree ; palmetto leaves very large; every year it emits
a racemus of cocoa-nuts, whereof fome hold a pint of cool, plea-
fant lymph or drink ; this nut remains upon the tree good {or n...i;(
years,

u,] Pm’»’n uf{“,_’rma nan ,I‘,:vrr,r, ‘,r?.'r.f'/' {-r.‘f H, )1.‘.".'1;{]?‘
fpar /s Sloane. Palma quinta jew Americana f ¢ C..B. P
cabbape-tree. The wood is very fpuagy or pithy; '?m\u. very tall ;
every year near its top, alioat M.»:'.un..z.er is emitted a large racemus
of }uuu , which n‘.,.l,e a good pickie.

[] -
apple; fee . R ’
delineated. They plant it as articliokes :
a moft deliciaas frust, not lulcious, but a
of the gods ; but a5 the higheft fiveers

3 1ds ; fo chis, if

Plumer. Pine-
s moft elegantly
lanted 1n Evrope. Itis

fk fragrant {weetnels ;

|

it may be called the .Jmh.' fia
degenerate into the mofl penetrating an :
eat in quantities, occafions molft violent cholic pains; for the fame rea-
{on, fugar and honey are cholicy.

3. The
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P nﬂm e that are commodities_in trade [} cocpay
[j)] zingiber or ginger, [¢]indigo; {7] cotton-wool, [s] a-

[o] Cacao, Raij. H. Auwvgdals frxta /’n Amygdalis fimilis Gnis
. C. B. P. Cacao-tree: at a diftance it refembles a fmall
FEuropean tilia, or lime-tree. It is l\}.mu:d from the feed or nut
Diftances five feet ; after three years it begins to bear, and may con
tinue to bear from twelve to twenty years: Tifes to the height of twenty
feet or more, fowers and fruit at the fame time, not from the ends of
the twigs, but from the trunks of the body and large branchesofthe
teer the flowers are whitith, fve petala, withcuta calix ; the fruit
when ripe refembles a large cucumber, is red or yellow, contaiting
t\\cnty to forty cocoa nuts in a pulp. In fome parts of New Spam
they are uled as money for fmall change, in Guatimala, Comanas, e
"T'hefe nuts made into pafte called ¢ hocolate, and this diffolved in boil-
ing water, is becomea very general {orbition or liquid food for nourifh-
sfient and pleafure.

[#1 Zingiber, C. B. P. ginger. A tuberous root asan iris, read
or Hag-leaves ; the fAower 1s of five petala, anomalous, asif bilabi.
ated, frufiu tr igano, triloculari They do not allow it to Rower, be-
caufe it exhaufls the root. It is planted from cuts of the roots, and
continues twelve months in the ground ; it requires ﬁ\’ or {even weeks
to cofe it, or dry it, in the {un as the French do; in Barbadoes they
fcald it, or 1crnpe ﬂ:. to prevent its i "ounr._‘ : it is a very great pro-
duce, but forces and impoverillies the Jand very much.

(7] Anons ; Americana folia latiori fubrotundo. 'T. Annil five indiga
Guadaloupenfis. H. R. P. Indigo. A pinnated leaf, red papilionaceous
flowers, il'rd :Lfemh e r"l)im'rc feed, Ttis planted by throwing ten
or twclve feeds into each }.o]c after three months it 1s fit to be cot,
and cut again feveral times or crops in the year. Indigo is the ex-
preflion from the leaves macerated in water, and dried in the fun; the
roots afford crops for {feveral years. 'There are feveral degrees af its
goodnefls, viz, cnppcr purple, blue, iron-coloured the wortt, They
have lately, with good fuccefs, gone into this cultivation in South-
Carolina, and have three cmps;. armum.

{#] Xvlon Brafilianum. J. B. Goffipium Brafilicuum flore fiawo. Herm,
Par. Bat. Cotton. A fhrub ei ight or ten feet high, refembling the
rubus or ralpberry ar a diftance. . An acre of cotton fhrubs may ycdrlv
produce one ct. wt. cotton ; the poorer fort'of planters follow it, re-
qmrma no great upfet, and is a ready money commodity.

KXylon lane flavefcente Yellow cotton.

[s) Aloe Digfeoridis et aliorwm. lis leaves are like thofe of the jneeas
from their juice is the aloes hepatica or Barbadoes, of a dark Liver co-
lour, and naufeous fmell.  The fuccotrine-aloes of the fhops comes
from the Levant in fkins; Barbadoes or horfe-aloes is put up in large
gourds,

Toes,
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loes, {¢] caffia fiftula, [#] tamarinds, [w] lignum vitze,
[¥] white cinnamon, [y] coffee, [2] fuftick, [4] brazi-
letto, campeachy wood or logwood, nicaraga wood, by the
Dutch called ftockfifh- hout ; thefe laft two commodities

[¢] Caffia fifiula Americana: Caffia. A large tree, winged leaves re-
fembling the walnut, yellow five petal fowers ; the piftillum becomes
a long round woody pod, inch diameter and under, a foot long more
or lels, infide is divided into many tran{verfe cells. covered with a
black fweet pulp, and in each cell a fat (mooth oval feed. The Cafia
JSiula Alexandrina, C. B, P. which comes from the Levant, is prefera-
ble to that of the Weft-Indies.

() Tamarindus. Ray H. A Iarge tree with pinnated leaves, no
impar; the flowers are rofaceous and grow in clufters ; the piftillum
becomes a flatith, woody pod, three or four inches long, in two or
three protuberances, containing a ftringy dark acid pulp with hard flat
feeds. The Tamarinds from the Levant and Eaft-Indiesare of a better
kind.

[w] Guiacum, lignum fenatum, five Lgman vite Park. Pock wood.
A large tree, fmooth bark, ponderous wood, in the middle, of a dark
colour, aromatic tafte ; {mall pinnated leaves, no impar ; fowers of fix
petala in umbels ; the {eed veflel refembles thepherds purfe, In the
Weft-Indies they call it junk-wood. It was formerly reckoned a
{pecific in the venereal pox ; it has loft that reputation, but is ftill ufed
in {corbutic ails, and its rofin in rheumatifms.

(%) Ricinoides oleagini faio, cortex elutheriey fo called from one of the
Bahama iflands, almoit exhaulted; it is a grateful aromatic bitter, gives
a good perfume; bay-tree leaves, berries in branches; this bark is of
a yellowifh white, rolled up in quills like cinamon, but mach thicker ;
it is ufed in place of the cortex Winterianus.

(7] Fafminum Arabicion cafiane. folio, flors albs odovatiffime; cujus frustus,
coffyy in officinis dicuntur nobis, Comm. coffee-tfee Britannis Plukn.
The Dutch Eaft-India company carried fome plants from Mecca, N.
lat. 21 D. in Arabia-felix to Java, and from thence 10 Amiterdam in
Holland, where the berries may be feen in perfeclion ; lately it is cul-
tivated in Surinam, Martinico, and Jamaica.

(= Morus fruitu vividiy ligno fulpbureo tinfiorioy Buxei coloris, ligmum
Americansom ; foftic wood. -1t is a large tree, leaf like the elm, grows in
the manner of ath tree leaves.

(@) Pleudo-fantalum croceum. Sloane; braziletto ufed indying. Itis
almoft exhauited in the Bahama iflands.

Thus, 1 hope, I have given an exaét and regular account (fuch ac-
counts are wanted) of the uleful part of the produce of the Bririth
Weft-India iflands under the heads of food, delicacies, or friandifes,
and commodities in trade : I am (enfible, that it will not fuit the afte
of fome of our readers, therefore, henceforward fhall not diffaite them
much with the like excarfions.

You. L. K or
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or die-woods are not the produce of our Weft-India i
Jands, but are imported to Jamaica from the Spanifh main !

The gcncrgl il_tpply 1’9;‘ charges of government,in all
our Weft-India iflands is a poll-tax upon neguees, and

«excife upon liquors,

Generally for every twenty to thirty negroes, a planter
is obliged to keep one white man; two artificers or handi-
crafts men are allowed equal to three common I
bourers ; 120 head of cattle require alfo one white man.

The regular troops from Great-Britain to. the Wefl-
Indja iflands are allowed by their aflemblies for fusther
fubfiftence per week zoys. to a commiflion officer, and
3. and g d. to the other men.

In-fome of thefe iflands, the nominal price of the fame
fugars differ 3 for inftance, fugar per ct. wr. if paid i
ready cath, at 165 in goods is 18s. in paying off old
debts 204,

‘Fhe four and a half per ct. upon the produce exports
of Bardadoes and the Leeward-iflands, granted to the
crown by their {everal affemblies in perpetuity, feems to
be in lieu of quit-rents. L. Baltimore, lome few years
ago in Maryland, to make an experiment of this na-
ture, procured an act of aflembly for g5 64 per
hogthead tobacco in room of quit-rents: it was found
inconvenient, and quit-rents were. allowed to take place
again.

Being prolix in the general account of the fugariflands,
will render the accounts of the particular iflands more
fuccinét.

BARBADOES

Barpapozs is the moft windward of all the iflands in
or near the gulph of Mexico; it lies in about 13 D.
N. lat. 59 D. 30 M. W. from London, by the obferva-
tions of Capt. Candler []. Sir William Curteens, an

[#] Capt: Candler, in the Launcefton man of war, was feat out

anno 1717, by the board of admiralty, to afcertain by good obferva-
tions the latitudes and longitudes of the Britifh Weft-India iflands, with

adventurer
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adventurer in trade, anno 1624, in failing home to Eng-
land from Fernambuc of the Brazils, at that timé i the
pofieffion of the Dutch, touched at this ifland, and, as
it is faid, gave the name Barbadoes, from Iarge quanti-
ties of a bearded tree [¢] growing there, it ‘was ‘over-
fpread with a fort of Purflain{d]: Here he found fome
human bones, but not a living man : abundance of
{wine.

The earl of Carlifle, a court favourite, in the begin-
ning of the reign of Charles I, had a grant of it from
the crown.  This ifland continued in the poﬁ'cﬁion of the
p:opnetary and his heirs about thirty years. Anno
1661, the crown purchafed it of lord Kinnoul, heir to
the earl of Carlifle; ‘their family name was I‘L‘l}, and
allows to the heirs roocol. per anmum out of the four and
a half per cent. duty.

The greateft length of the ifland is about twenty-fix
miles 5 its greateft width about fourteen miles 3 contents
not exceeding 100,000 acres, Every freeholder s obliged

to keep a plan of his land attefted by a fivorn lurveyor :
ten acres, valued at 204, per annum per acre, qualifies a
voter in ele&ions.

At firft they planted tobacco, fome indigo, fome cot-
ton, and cut fuftic a die-wood ; at prefent they plant
no tobacco, no indigoe. Their firft fugar-canes they had
from the Brazils anno 1645 : this ifland was generally
fertled by cavaliers in the time of the civil wars in Eng-
land.

[c] Strian; q" Americona, Arbuti foliss non fervatis,  fruflu Pifi
magnitudine, Firviculis e ramis ad terram  demifis, profifera.  Plukn,
Barbadoes fip-tree. It is a large wee, with 4 laurel or pear tree leaf;
the fruit adheres to the trunks of the body, and gréat branches
large as the top of a man's finger, contaning (mall feeds fig-
fafhion,

(#] Portwlaca Curafocica procumbens. folio Jubrotundo, ~ Parad. Bat.
Not much differing from that Purflain, which is a troublefome

fpreading weed in many of our gardens at Bollon in New Eng-
Jand.

K 2 The
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The governor’s ftyle in his commiffion, 1§ captain.
general and chief-governor of the iflands of Barbadoes,
St. Lucia, St. Vincent’s, Dominica, and the reft of his
Majefty’s ifland colonies and plantations in America,
known by the name of the Caribbee-iflands lying and
being to windward of Guardeloupe: excepting Barba-
doés; the other iflands are called Neutrals[e], becaufe the
government and property of them, hitherto has not
been iettled by any folemn authentic treaty between
Great-Britain and France.

In the ume of the civil wars, Barbadoes and Virginia
were fettled by cavaliers and ruffians (excufe my coupling
of thern, 1 mean no refle®ion.) In the fummer 1650,
lord Willoughby proclaimed king Charles II, in Bar-
badoes, and adminiftred the government in his name: but
In january, anno 1651-2, he furrendered Barbadoesand
the neighbouring iflands to Sir George Afcew admiral for
the parliament. About the fame time Virginia fubmitted
to the parliament.

Their legiflature confifts of three negatives, wiz. the
governor, the eouncil (their full complement is twelve)
and houfe of reprefentatives (in all our colonies, in a
particular manner called the affembly) compofed of
twenty-two deputies, thatis, two from each of the eleven
parilhes without wages, or any allowance ; the eldeft
counfellor in the parifh is generally appointed the returns
ing officer. Their aflemblies are annual,

[¢] Anno 1722, a patent paffed the great feal of Gren‘l-_BriIal:ﬂ;
granting the government and property of St, Vincent and St Lucia,
in the Weft-India Caribbee-iflands, to the duke of Montague: hear
tempted a fettlement at a confiderable charge, but was drove off, by
the French, from Martinique, becaufe of its being a newral ifland
not adjufted. This ifland is about feven leagues eaft of Martinique, and
about twenty-five leagues weft from Barbadoes,

Upon St. Vincent's, are fubfifting fome aboriginal Indians: as alfo2
community of negroes, which began from the negro cargo of a Guinea
fhip caft away there, and daily increafes by the acceffion of ranaway
negroes from Barbadoes.

At Dominique isa large tribe of aboriginal Indians ; they affectthe
French mott,

Their
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Their courts of judicature. The courts of error,
chancery, and probate of wills, are in the governor and
council. The courts of common law are in five dutriéts,
viz. Bridgetown diftrict confifts of three parifhes, the
others of two parifhes each, FEach court has one judge
and four affiftants.

Only one colle€tion or cuftom-houfe office at Bridge-
town : there are three more entry and delivery ports,
o2z, Oftines, Holetown, and Speights. This collection
is under the infpeftion of a furveyor-general of the cu-
ftoms refiding at Antigua,

Their currency is filver, Mexico ftandard by weight,
whereof 17d. half 4. wt. pafles for 65, Upwards of
forty years fince they borrowed from New-England, by
a projection of Mr. Woodbridge, the fallacious fcheme
of a public paper-credit, or paper currency; but by
orders trom the court of England it was foon [upprefied,
and governor Crow had an inftruftion Te REMOVE
FROM THE COUNCIL, AND ALL OTHER PLACES OF
TRUST, ANY WHO HAD BEEN CONCERNED IN THE
1ATE Parer-crepir. Thefe bills, foon after their
emiffion, fell forty per cent. below filver, and occafioned
a great confufion and convulfion in the affairs of the
ifland.

Anno 1717, peaceable times, when I was in Barbadoes,
all along its lee-fhore was a brealt-work and trench,
in which at proper places were twenty-nine forts and
batteries, having 308 cannon mounted. The windward
fhore is fecured by high rocks, fteep <liffs, and foul
ground. Anno 1736, in the ifland were 17,680 whites;
whereof 4326 were fencible men, difpofed into one troop
of guards, two regiments of horfe, -and feven regiments
of foot. The beginning of king William’s war, Barbadoes
furnifhed from 700 to 8oo militia [ 7], with fome militia

[£] Sir Francis Wheeler 1693, with a fquadron of fhips, two regi-
ments of regular woops from England, and fome militia from Barba-
does and the Lecward-iflands, made defcents wpon the French iflands

K3 from
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from our Leeward-iflands to join the regular troops and
fquadron from England againit the neighbouring French
iflands. :

There may be about 80,000 negroes in Barbadoes,
may fhip off about 30,000 hogfheads of fugar, befides
ginger {calded and fcraped, cotton-.wooi,' and aloes.
Their duty of four and a half per cent. in {pecie upon pro=
duce exported, is perpetual, and given immediately to
the crown’s difpofal : out of this the governor has 2000/
per annum, falary, befides large gratuities and perquifites.
The tax on negroes, mills and pot-kills, is generally
10,0007, per amnum 5 excife upon liquors imported 7000/,
per annum, for defraying the ordinary charges of govern-
ment.

Returned protefted bills of exchange, are allowed ten
per cent. and all charges.

They generally worthip, or profifs to worfhip,: after
the mode of the church of England ; no diffenting con-
gregation, a few quakers excepted ; New-England had
fome of their firft feminary of quakers from Barbadoes.

Some loofe account of their governors, ' Lord Wil
loughby of Parham, at the reftoration, was appointed go-
vernor of Barbadoes under the earl of Carlifle ; hewasat
the fame time governor-general of the Leeward-iflands,
and a proprietor of Antigua.

Upon the reftoration James Kendal, Efg; wasappoint-
€d governor.

Upon Kendal’s returning to England, colonel Francis
Ruflel, brother to the earl of Orford, came over gover-
nor, with a regiment of regular troops, and fubfifted by
the country 3 he died anno 1695, and Bond was prefident
until July 1698,

Aprilz; they landed in Martinique at Col de fac Marine, plundered
and came on board again. April 17, they landed at St. Pierre, did
nothing, and returned to Barbadoes; and from thence to New-England ;
they unluckily imported a malignant fever (from 1692 to 1698 Bar-
badoes continued fickly) from thence to Newfoundland, and home to
England. :

g N 1698,
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. 4698, Ralph Grey; Elg; brother to the FEarl of
Tankerville arrived governor; he went to England for
his health anno 1701, and John Farmer, Efq; was pre-
fident and commander in chief.

1703, Sir Bevil Grenville, appointed governor 3, his
home falary was increaled from 1200/ 1o 2000/ p&r
anneny that he might not defire gratuities from the
cousitry ; they alfo built for him a governor’s houfe in
Pilgrim’s plantation.

1707, Milford Crow, a London merchant, fucceeded
him. :
1741, Robert Lowther, Elq; fucceeded, and was con-
tinued upon the acceflion of king George I'; 'by reafon
of feveral complaints (the chiet complainer was the
Rey. Mr. Gordon of Bridgetown, an eminent Martinico
trader) he was ordered.into the cultody of a meffenger,
and called to account in thie proper courts of Weltmin-
fter-hall, which coft him a confiderable fum of money.
This affair of my name-fake general Douglafs, of the
Leeward-iflands, may be a warning to all governors,
that they are liable to be called to account upen fmall
fuggeftions when their, friends die, or are otherways out
of place.

After a prefidentthip of fome continuance; Henry
Worfley, Efgs (who far fome tume had been Britifh en-
voy at the court of Portugal) anno 1721, was appointed
governor, belides his falary of 2000/ out of the four
and a half per cent, by, his finefle the affembly voted him
6000 . per annum, during his government : they foon

- found, that this was more than they could afford. Theye

intervened two commiflions which did not take effeét,
wiz. Lord Irwin, who died of the fmall-pox .before he
fet our from England; and lord Belhaven, upon [iis
paflage aboard the Royal-Anne galley, was calt awgy
and drowned near the Lizard-point.

After this Sir Olando Bridgman and otherg were ap-
pointed, but never in-pofieffion. e

K4 L. Hoew
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L. How was a much efteemed governor, and died in
Barbadoes. ; ! '

1742, Sir Thomas Robinfon, of him we have not
much to fay.

1747, Arrives Mr. Grenville governor; over and
above his home falary, they allow him 3000/ per
annum, during his adminiftration, and to his fatisfa@ion,

Britith Leeward iflands.

THESE were firft difcovered in the fecond voyage of
Columbus, the Spaniards defpifed them, and made no
fettlements there: they were feverally fettled by the
Englith at different times, and are all under the com-
mand and infpection of one governor-general; in each
of the four iflands of Antigua, Montferrat, Nevis, and
St. Chriftophers, there is commiffioned from Great-
Britain a lieutenant-governor; in the {fmall iflands are
militia captains, or capitaine de quartier, commiffioned
by the governor-general, :

The general’s commiffion is in this ftyle; captain-
general and commander in chief of the iflands of Anti-
gua, Montferrat, Nevis, St. Chriftopher’s, and all the
Caribbee-iflands from Guardeloupe to St. John de Porta
Rico. In the abfence of the captain-general and lieu-
tenant.general (the lieutenant-general refides at St. Kit’s)
formerly the commander of Nevis, as being the oldeft
fettlement, was commander in chief of theie Caribbee-
iflands ; but by a new regulation, the fenior of the lieu-
tenant-governors is to command, Each of the four
iflands has a diftifiét legiflature, of a governor, council,
and reprefentarives.

Out of the four and a half per cemt. duty on produce
exported, are paid falaries per amnwm to the governor-
general 1200/ to each of the four lieutenant- gOvernors
200 /. fterling, The prefent general Matthews obtained
an inftrution, that confidering the 1200/ per anmun
Wwas not a fufficient and honourable fupport, he was al-

lowed
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lowed to accept of additional gratuity falaries, and the
refpective iflands fertled upon him during his admi-
niftration, wiz. Antigua 1ooo/. Nevis ool St Kit’s
800/. per annum; Montferrat did not fettle the gratuity,
but does generally give about 300 /. yearly : the perqui-
fites are of the {fame nature with Barbadoes. !

Anno 1736, in all the Leeward-iflands were 10,520
whites ; whereof fencible men in Antigua 1500, in St.
Kit’s 1340, in Nevis 300; in Montferrat 360, in An-
guilla 80, in Spanith-town, or Virgin Gorda 120,
 Soon after the reftoration, Lord Willoughby of Par-
ham was governor-general of the Leeward-iflands, and
at the fame time governor of Barbadoes.

Sir William Stapleton.

King James II appointed SirNathanael Johnfon; upon
the revolution he abdicated and withdrew to Carolina,
and was fucceeded by

Chriftopher Codrington, Efg; he died 1698, and was
fucceeded by his fon Chriftopher Codrington, Efq; the
greateft proprietor in Antigua, a great proprietor in Bar«
badoes, and fole proprietor of the ifland of Barbuda.
This family has been a great benefactor in pious ufes and
in feminaries for learning. 3

Sir William Mathews {ucceeded Col. Codrington anno
1704 3 hedied foon.

1;06 arrived for governor-general Col. Parks. He
had been Aid de Camp to the moft renowned duke of
Marlborough, and carried to the court of England the
news of the critical and great viftory at Hochitet, near
the Danube in Germany ; apno 1710, he was murdered
by an infurreftion of the people or inhabitants ; he is
faid to have been a vicious man, efpecially in his amouts
with the planters wives.

He was fucceeded by Col. Walter Douglafs, who was
fuperfeded anno 1714, and in the courts of Weftmin{ter-
hall, was called to account for mal-adminiftration; and
Nov. 19, 1716, by the court of King’s-bench, was fined
5007 fterling, and five years imprifonment.

1714,
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1714, Col. Hamilton appointed governor,

To him fucceeded general Hart.

1726, To general Hart fucceeded Thomas Pit, Lord
Londonderry ; he died in Antigua September, 1729,

Lord Forbes, next Col. Cofby were appointed.

April 1733, Matthews, formerly lieutenant-general,
is appointed ‘captain-general, and is at prefent continued
in the adminiftration.

During thefe forty years laft and upwards, a regiment
of regular troops from Great-Britain, has been ftationed
in the Leeward-iflands, always very incomplete 5 our
troops, as alfo the French in the plantations; generally
{peaking, are only corps of officers at'a wvery great
charge.

‘Their medium, is produce at fettled prices from time
to time ; their cath confifts of black-dogs (old French
fols picces) nine black-dogs make a ryal, eight ryals
make a light or current piece of eight, ten ryals make a
heavy piece of eight.

AxnTticua began to {ettle about anno 1632 ; generally
fettled by the moderate or low church;, afterwards called
Whigs. May contain about 56,000 acres; 20,000 ne-
groes.  No river ; fcarce any good {prings of frefh wa-
ter ; they generally ufe ciftern water. © Thhe negro poll-
tax is generally very high; excife upon liquors imported
about 2000/ per annum.

Their affembly, or lower houfe, confifts of twenty-four
reprefentatives from eleven diftricts, viz. Four from the

diftrict of ' 8t. John’s, and two from each of the other

diftricts: Six parifhes; each minifter or rector is allowed
as falary 16,000 wt. Mafcovado fugar, with a manfion-
houfe and glebe-land of ten or twelve acres:  Only one
collettion with four entry and delivery ports, wiz. St.

John's, Parham, Falmouth, and Willoughby-Bay: the
‘colletor keeps his office at St. John’s; where alfo refides
the furveyor-general of ‘the cultoms of all the iflands,

Jamaica
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Jamaica excepted. About 250 veflels enter in per
annum,

. Courts ‘of juftice. - For common law, there are two
precinéts; St. John’s and Falmouth, each one judge, and
four affiftants; there is alfo a court-merchant, being a
{ummary way of difpatching debts, owing to tranfient
traders, - The governor and council are the judges of
errors, chancery, and probates.

St. John’s is a good harbour, {mooth water, with good
wharfs; Englith harbour; lately fortified by the care of
commodore Charles Knowles, is a fafe retreat for king’s
thips and others.

Chief produce is fugar and fome cottpn 3 no indigo.-

MonTserraT is a fmall hilly illand, fettled moftly
by Irith, two thirds Roman Catholics ; about 4500 ne-
groes ; their whole annual charge of government does
not much exceed 15007 per ammum: not above five
veflels per annum export their produce. . Qne colleion
at Plymouth, have three entry and delivery-ports, viz.
Plymouth, Old-harbour, and Kers-bay : three parifhes ;
four divifions 3 each divifion {ends two  reprefentatives,
being eight in all 5 the parith minifters have 130/ per
ammum from the country-treafury, H Two regiments of
foot, one troep, and horfe-militia.

Courts of judicature, For common pleas only one
precinét court held at Plymouth:. the firlk court to
which a cafe or aftion is brought, is called a court of
grace (the inferior courts of the province of Maffachu-
fetts-Bay in New-England, in fome refpet may be called
courts of grace) the next court is a court of judg-
ment, and may appeal to a third court; their grand
feffion confifts of the licutenant-governor, council, and
chief judge.

Their fugars are very ill cured in cafk; are fold green,
retaining much molafies : a planter, if much prefied by
@ merchant for debr, in five or fix days from cutting the

canes,
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canes, the fugars are aboard. They plant alfo fome cotton,
and much indigo of the iron colour or worft fort; have
four crops of indigo per anmum 5 viz. April, Midfum-
mer, Michaelmas, and Chriftmas,

Nevis is one conical hill ; good harbour, but great
furf at landing, as is generally in the Weft-Indies ; have
about 6000 negroes (the French fquadron, under M.
d’Iberville, in queen Annc’s war carried off fo many
negroes as were afterwards fold to the Sparniards for
400,000 pieces of eight. Only one collection at Charles-
Town ; three entry and delivery ports, viz. Charles-
Town, Morton’s-Bay, and Newcaftle ; they load about
twenty veflels per annum for Europe.

Five divifions or parifhes ; each divifion fends three
reprefentatives, in all fifteen affembly men. Judicature,
only one precinét 3 courts as in Antigua.

They cure their fugar in fquare potts, is better than
that of Montferrat ; fome cotton ; no indigo, no ginger;
ciftern-water chiefly.

St. CHr1sTOPHER’S about three or four Jeagues from
Nevis. Upon its eaft end are falt-ponds and many fmall
naked hills. The French formerly were in poffeffion of
its eaft end to Palmetto-point, and of its welt end to near
Sandy-point; but by the treaty of Utrecht anno 1713,
quit-claimed the whole to Great-Britain. Have only
one colleétion at Qld-road, the court or fhire-town ; feve-
ral entering and delivery ports : Baffe-terre fthips off
moft, next for fhipping off is Sandy-point. They bring
their fugars to the thipping places in hogfheads, not in
bags, as in Nevis and Montferrat: they fhip off much
molaffes ; do not raife much cotton; no indigo, no
ginger: they run much fugar aboard the Dutch inter-

lopers at Statia, to fave the four and a half per cens. the
plantation duties, e,

LS __ May
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L May have about 2 5,000 negroes; about nine parithes,
it each fends two affembly men. Good river-water from
the mountains.

Vircin-Isranps. The ealtermoft is called St. Thomas,
at prefent in the pofleflion of the Danes; a good har-
bour, fcarce any furf at landing ; good careening at this
ifland 5 a good town; the governor is Lutheran; the
congregation and mother tongue is low Dutch. The
v illand is fmall ; they raife cotton and fugar; it is a neu-
o tral and free port, fome fay, to pirates not excepted.
Salt-key, from which fome veffels bring falt.—St. Joha's-
ifland, two or three gentlemen of Antigua have a patent
for ; they raife cotton, and cut junk-wood, or lignum
t vite.—Tortola produces the fame.—Beef-ifland cuts
o junk-wood.— Spanith-Town, or Virgin Gorda, is the

weftermoft of the Virgins ; they plant cotton only, being
a mixture of Curafo white and yellow revel indifferently
2 planted rogether.

=

I
t

Other {mall iflands ftraggling between the Virgins and
A St. Chriftophers,-viz. Anagada not fertled; Sambrero
not fettled ; Anguilla raifes cotton; St, Martin’s; fome
Dutch on one part, and fome French on another parts
St. Bartholomew, a neutral ifland not {ectled ; Barbuda,
the property of Codrington, is improved for grazing.

: FAMAICA.

Jamaica is a long oval of about fifty leagues in ‘
length ; the difcoverer Columbus, and his heirs were pro- v
prietors of the ifland : he called it St. Jago or St: James,
we call it Jamaica in our idiom.

Cromwel, without declaring war, [¢] fent admiral Pen
and general Venables with a conliderable {ea and land-

[£] Sovereign powers frequently difpenfe with the lawof nations
{honour and honefty.) Thus the Spaniards, in the fpring 1727, laid ,
force, |

<
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force, to annoy the Spanifh Weft-Indies: they mifeafiied
at St. Domingo; but reduced Jamaica, annoi65z,which
remains with the Englith to this day.

Jamaica is much fubjeét to hurricanes and earthe
quél(c-s. Anno 1693, Port-Royal, during an earthquake
was {wallowed up : ‘it may be fuppofed, that for many
years preceding, the fea did gradually undermine’ic,
and wpon occafion of this earthquake Port-Royal fub-
fided.

They carry on a confiderable illicit but profitable trade
to the Spanith Main, and return pieces of eight; and
with the French of Hiipaniola or St. Domingo, the re-
turns are moitly indigo.

Port-Royal of Jamaica is 76 D. 37 M. weft from
London [#], and in about 18 1. 30 M. N, lat.

The quit-rents were generoufly given by the crown,
to the treafury or revenue of the ifland. Lands granted
before anno 1684, were at 25. 64. per 100 acres
quit-rent 5 the new grants are a half-penny per acre per
gnnui quit-rent.  The rent-roll was loft, or pretended

fiege to Gibraltar; the French lately refortified Duankirk, before any
declaration of war ; there can be no other refiraint upon princes but a
balance of power : thus France, a nation too potent, can never be
bound over to the peace, without being difmembered.

[£] By the fame eclipfe of the moon June 1722, obferved by captain
Candler of the Launcefton man of war at Port-Royal in Jamaica, and
by Chriftopher Kirch at Berlin in Brandenburg of Germany, allowing
Berlin fifty-two horary minutes eaft of London. The difference of
Jongitude between two places found by a&ual obfervation of the fame
eclipfes, appulfes, occultations of the celeftial bodies, called luminaries,
in both places, for the fame phenomenon, is more exal, than where
an obfervation is ufed for one place, and a ca'culation from tables for
the other. ' Thus I judge the difference of longitide, between London
and Bofton, or Cambridge adjoining, is well determined by the fame
eclipfe of the moon, March 15, 1717; obferved at Cambridge near
Bofion by Mr. Thomas Robie, fellow and tutor in the college there ;

and obferved at Paris by Caffini and de 1a Hiré, academicians of the
‘Royal Academy of Sciences s the difference in time was 4+ H ss M.

40 Sec. As Paris is g M. 40 Sec. horary eaft of London; therefore

... the horary difference is abont 4 H. 46 M. or 75 D. 30 M, Cambsidge

and Bofton are welt from London,

] ' S D
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% | to be loft; in the great earthquake, and never fettled
“E:L fince; the quit-rents fometimes amount to 20007, per

annum. Their revenue acts are temporary, but for a
% long period 3 thefe acts made anno 1684, expired

o anno 1722, and were not renewed and confirmed (by
'y the intereft and application of governor Hunter). till

w anno 1726.

il A few years fince in Jamaica were 3ooo fencible men

wh:te, in nine regiments, befides eight mdependcnthm— |
panies of rwular troops 3 100 men per company is their '

i

e full comphm(l‘t The receiver-general, Mr. Crofs, fome '

b years (ince in Bofton for his health, roid me, that fome '
years he had go,000 negroes in his lift.

b From Jamaica are ,\pmt(_d {ugar about 25000,
Imqaﬂm.ldb, very large, fome of a ton wuuht ; lately they

" have altered freights from number of hogtheads, to

r weight, and their hogfheads will be fmaller in confequence.

o They have only water-mills and cattle-mills for their

B canes 5 about nineteen parithes. Lately they begin 'to

o raife fome coffee, and bave planted fome logwood trees.

There is always ftationed here a fquadzon of Britith
" men of war, generally under the eommand of an ad-
mital.  The governor has a ftanding falary of z'oof |
per annum out of the country rre: !iLlIy in courfe x the I
affembly geverally allow him a gratuity of roo! per
annum more; thefe, with efcheats and all other perquifites,
do make it a government of about 10,0007 per ennum.
Duke of Albemarle concerned in Sir William Phips’s
fithing for a Spanifh plate wreck, had good fuccefs;
and in cafe fuch another fifhing voyage fhould prcfcnt, ‘
that he might be near at hand, obrained the government
of Jamaica: he foon died, and was fucceeded by colonel
Molefworth.
Upon the revolution, anno 1690, the ear] of Inchi-
quin was appointed governor ;3 he died upon the ifland,
and was fucceeded by Sir William Beefton, lu.utenant-
govermnor and commander in chief, anno 1692 ; he died
- anno 1700. : v
= Major-

]
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Major-general Selwin was appointed captain-general
and governor 1701 ; he died foon.
1702, the earl of Peterborough (famous in queen

Anne’s wars in Spain) was appointed captain-general of

the ifland, and admiral in the Weft-India iflands; he
never fet out for this government, and colonel Handafyde
was appointed lieutenant-governor of Jamaica. Anno
1696, Ponti, with a French fquadron, made afeint againft
Jamaica, but without making any real attempt ; he put
off for Carthagena, where he had good fuccefs.

1710, Lord Archibald Hamilton was appointed go-
vernour, and fuperfeded the command of colonel Handa-
fyde ; he was continued anno 1714, upon king George
the firft’s acceffion.

1716, Mr. Pit (formerly governor of fort St. George
in the Eaft-Indies, commonly called Diamond Pit)
was appointed governor, and colonel Otway lieutenant
governor.

1717, Mr. Picrefigns in favour of Mr. Laws a planter,
afterwards Sir Nicholas Laws; colonel Dubourgay lieu-
tenant-governor. About this time the militia of Jamaica
were difpofed into one regiment horfe, eight regiments
foot.

1721, Duke of Portland appointed governor (a retreat
from South-fea difafters) he died in fummer 1726, and
was fucceeded by

Colonel Hunter, who went thither, by advice of his
phyficians, for his health ; and thereby did certainly ob-
tain a reprieve for fome years.

1734, Upon col. Hunter’s death, Henry Cunningham,
anno 1734, went governor; butfoon died after his arrival.

1736, Edward Trelawney, Efqg; appointed governor ;
anno 1744, he was appointed colonel of a regiment of
foot to be raifed in England, for his good fervices. He
continues govérnor at this time 1747,

Banama-

P
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Baansma-Istanps,

Commonly called the government of Providence, the
principal ifland. - One of thefeiflands, called St. Salvador
or Cat-ifland, was the firft dilcovery that Columbus made
in America.

They were granted by the crown of England to the
eight p[‘Oprl"FUib of Carolina, anno Iﬂ'g but as the
proprietors took no'care to prevent enemies and ‘pirates
from lm;oommrr and rendezvoufing there, anno 1710, it
was: refolved in the council of Great-Britain, it Lhat
*“ the queen do take the Bahama-iflands into her im=
* mediate protection, and fend a governor to fortify
¢¢ Providence.” .

The proprietors formerly granted a leafe of thefe
iflands to a number of merchants called the Bahama-
company : this turned to no account.

In the fpring anno 1720, ‘there {et out from the
Havanna an L\pé dition of 1200 -men in fourteen veflels
againft Providence and South-Carolina; they vifired
Iruvndm ce without doing any damage, and were fcat-
teved in a ftorm.

The banks belonging to this clufter of illands and
keys are called Bahama- bh.z.‘\s, and made the eafll fide
of the gulph-ftream of Florida; Providence the chief
ifland where the govemnor and bazaxluxx are ftationed,
lies in about 2z D, M. lat. « It is a place of no trade,
and feems to be only a preventive fewtlement, that pi
rates and privateers may 'i‘(\t harbour there, and that the
Spaniards may not be maftérs of both fides the gulph-
ftreams. Their fmall trade has been Braziletto, die-

wood, cortex Elutheraz from the ifland. of that n;‘.m—;,
falt from Exeuma, and ambergris by.drift-whales: at
prefent they afford fea- turtle, ,llﬂll.b, and- four i.mn"c:z_
ftor the Bons Vivants of North- America.
They have one company of independent regular
troops from ‘Great-Britain, * Capt. Woads Rogers, coui
Noz. I L modore
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modore of the two famous Briftol South-fea privateers,
i the end of queen Anne’s reign, was, anno 1717, ap-
pointed governor with an independent company. 1721,
he was fuperfeded by Capt. Finny. 1728, upon Capt,
Finny’s death, Capt. Woods Rogers is again appointed
governor. Capt. Rogers died anno 1733, and Richard
Fitz-Williams, Efg; is appointed governor. Fitz-
Williams refigned anno 1738, and John Tinker, Efg;
fon-in-law to Col. Bladen, late of the board of trade,
fucceeded ; and continues governor at this prefent writ-
ing, Augult 1747%.

BERMUDAS.

THIS name s faid to be from John Bermudas a Spani-
ard, who difcovered it, in his way to the Weft-Indies,
Henry May, a paflenger aboard Barbotier, caft away here,
1593, and tarried five months, we do not mention, be-
caufe of no confequence.  Sir George Sommers and Sir
Thomas Gates, adventurers in the Virginia ‘company,
were thipwrecked here 1609, found abundance of hogs 3
a certain fign that the Spaniards had been there ; thefe
iflands are fometimes called in public writings Som-
mers, or corruptly Suniher-iflands. Some gentlemen
obtained a character from king James I. and became pro-
prietors of it : Mr. Moor was their firft governor; Mr.
Thomas Smith appointed governor 1612, and after three
years, fucceeded by Capt. Daniel Tucker 1616. Mr.
Richard Norwood, a furveyor, was fent over by the com-
pany to make divifions; 1618 he divided it into eight
tribes, by the names of the eight proprietors or ad-
venturers, viz. Marguis of Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith
many years treafurer, earl of Devonthire, earl of Pem-
broke, lord Paget, earl of Warwick, earl of Southam-
tor, and Sir Edwin Sands. Each tribe was divided
into fifty fhares ; every adventurer to have his fhare by
cafting of lots in ¥ngland, fome had from one to twelve

fhares ; befides a great- deal of land left for common
5 4 or
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or public ufes; each fhare confifted of about twenty-five
acres, and remains {o to this day; the value of a fhare is
300 to 500/ prochmation money ; no wheel-carriages,
no enclofures ; they tether their cattle; high ways only
from five to feven feet wide.

At firft they went upon tobacco, as the humour then
was in all the Weft-India iflands —1619, Capt. Butler,
with a large recruit of fettlers from England, was go-
vernor, and the legiflature was fettled in governor,
council, and aflembly; being formerly in a governor
and council.

Anno 1698, Samuel Day, Elq; was governor ; anno
1700, Capt. Bennet was appointed governor.

The plumt governor is —— Popple, Efq; Anno1y4y,

1

upon his brmm. s death he luum.u\,\s his. brother

Alured Popple, Efq; formerly fecretary to the board of

trade and plantations; was appointed lieuténant-governor
(the commander in chief is defigned only lieutenant-
gOVernor) anno 1737.

Bermudas is in 32 D. g0 M. N. lat. about 65 D.
weflt from London, lies 200 to goo leagues diftance from
the neareft lands, viz. New-England, Virginia, South-
Carolina, and Provxdencc or the Bahama-iflands. Tide
flows five feet; is well fecured by funken rocks, but wa-
ter fufficient, in narrow channels and turnings requiring
a good pilot. Their only fettlement of notice is upon
St. George’s-ifland, about {ixteen miles long from E. N.
E. to W. S, W. f{carce a league wide in the -broadeft
place ; in fome places the fpray of the fea crofics the
ifland. The winds from the north to the north-weft, are
the moft prevalent; fubject to fmart gufts of wind,
thunder, and lightning. March, April, and May is
their whaling time, but of no confiderable account;
their whale-oil and ambergris are inconfiderable; the
governor has a perquifite from the royal fith abour 10/,
per whale.

In Bermudas there _may be about 5000 whites ; their
fenfible men not much exceeding 1000 men, and many

| L) of
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of thefe cenerally at fea; their militia confift of roo
horfe, and one company of foot from each of the eight
tribes 3 there is in garrifon one company of independent
regular troops from Great-Britain always incomplete (as
are all our plantation-troops for want of a proper check)
the perquifite of the governor,

Their diet is mean, and the people generally poor,

fimply honeft; but gay in a ruftic manner (Bermudas
gigas) they have the beft breed of negroes, equal to
white men in their navigation.
Their trade 1s of fmall account; they build their own
floops of cedar[#] of their own growth; fit for ufe in
twenty years intervals or growth; their keel-pieces,
wales, and beams are of oak; their mafts are of white
pine, from New-England.

Their chief bufinefs is building {loops of cedar, their
own growth, light runners ; their exports are inconfidera-
ble, viz. fome pot-herbs and roots for the other parts of
America; a white chalk-ftone eafily chifeled for build-
ing gentlemens houfes in the Weft-India iflands ; Pal-
metto [£] leaves manufactured into plait, better than the
ftraw-work of Italy and of nuns in fome countries:
they are noted for going to fifh upon Spanifth wrecks;
they excel in diving [/].

This ifland (or rather iflands) is generally healthful.
The famous Mr. Waller, a gentleman of fortune and
wit, 2 member of the long parliament, refided here

(7] Cedrus Burmadiana, wulzo H. Funiperus Burmudiana, H. L. Ber-
mudas cedar ; it is harder than the cedar of Curolina and Virginia ;
they are all diftiné {pecies, as are the red and white cedars of
New Iingland - we fhall give a more claflic, praftical, or mechanic
and commercial zccount of them when we come to treat of timber and
naval flores ufed jn, and exported from, New-England.

(4] Palma prunifrra Bermud. (of the palms fome are cocciferous,
fome pruniferous) with a very long and wide leaf.

[Z: Bermudas is noted for divers: an Indian born there -of Florida
parents, dived cighteen fathom (comimon diving is eight 1o ten fathom)
and clapped lafhings to an anchor; was near three minutes under
\\'adtn"r ; upon his emerfien or coming up, he bled much at mouth, nofe,
and ears.

fome
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fome years during the civil wars of England, and fays of
ermudas,

[#] None fickly lives, or dies before his ‘time;
So fweet the air, fo moderate the clime,

[#] This notion of 2 healthful climate, gave occafion to a late
fcheme projedted by a whimfical man, dean B——1ly, fince bithop of
Cl—ne in Ireland, of founding in Bermudas an univerfity college or
feminary for the education of the Britith American youth. Pro-
jetors are generally inconfiderate, tafh, and run too fat. He did not
confider that places for health are accommodated for valetudinarians
and old people; whereas young people, where the ftamina vite are
good, féldom want health, as at iarvard-college in Cambridge, near
Bofton in New-England, not exceeding one or two per cent. per anmum
die ; that this place is of very difficule accefs or navigation; does not
produce a {officiency for the prefent parfimonious inhabitants.  Tlis
ablirafled notion feems only adequate to the conceptions of a common
{chool-mafter, to keep his boys together (25 a fhepherd does by fold-
ing of his fheep) while they learn to read Egglih, and labour at'the
rodiments of the Latin language ; wherias young gentlemen, [tudents
of the belles lettres, civil hiftory, nataral hiftory, or any of the ihree
learned profeflions, require a larger field than that of a fmall ifland
divulled (if we may {o exprefs it} from the world or continents of the
earth,  He hired a {hip, put on board a good library (fome past of it
he bountifully beflowed upon the colleges of Maflachuferrs-Bay and
Conneéticut in New-England) and in' company with fome gentlemen
of great worth, after a tedious winter paflige, put in at Rhode-ifland,
a fmall colony of New-Lngland; builta kind of a cell, lived (here a
reclule life for fome time, until this fit of Exrausiasm defervefced,
and, convinced of the idlenefs of the whim, did not proceed, but re-
turned to Englind.

There are enthufialls inall affaies of life; this man of himfelf was
an enthuiiaft in many affairs of life ; not confined to religion and the
education of youth, he invaded another of the learned proleflions,
Medicine, which, in a peculiar manner, 14 called the learned pro-
feffion ; he publithed a bogk called 8iris (the »ato nomints 1 cannot in-
veltigate) or tar-water, an an verfal medicine of panacea; he never
knew it fail, if copioufly adminiitered, of curing any fever; whereas
many fevers, wiz. that of the plague, of the fmall-pox, with {ymp-
toms of purples and general hamorrhages, &5, 1n their own nature,
to moft conftitutions from firll feizore are morzal, by an univerfal
necrofis or fudden blait of the conftitution.  Itcures the morrain, rot,

|

and all other malignant diftempers amongft caule, fheep, &'z, The
continned or long ule of it does violence to the conititution ; inafthmas
and rheumatic diforders, a [hort ufe of it has been beneficial, bit our
materia medica affords more efficacious dnd fafe medicines: it isat

L 3 Formerly
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Formerly pine-apples, and fome other delicious fruits
of the Caribbee-iflands, were cultivated in Bermudas ;
by cutting down the timber and wood, the ifland is be-
come fo open and expofed to the bleak winds, that tender
exotics do not thrive.

prefent almoft worn out of fafhion. ‘Tar is only turpentine by fire
rendered of a canftic quality ; whereas turpentine (and confequently its
water or decoftion) by the experience of many ages, has been found a
molt beneficent, medicinal, natural balfam.

He ought to have checked this officious genius (unlefs'in his own
profeflion way he had acquired this noftrom by infpiration) from in-
wruding into the affairs of a diftinét profeflion, Should a2 doftor in
medicine pratice {public praying and preaching (theugh only in a
quack or W—d vagrant manner) with pious, privdte, ghoftly advice
and exhortations to his patients, alias penitents, the clergy would im-
mediately take the alarm, and ufe their Bruta Fulmina againft this
other profeflion, This feems to be well exprefled in a London news-
paper by way of banter or ridicule : ' :

The bifhop’s book annoys the learned tribe:
They threaten hard,  We'll preach, if you prefcribe.”

As his Bermudas college projeftion, and his refidence in New-
England, have rendered him famous in North-America, perhaps it
may not be impertinent to give fome further hiftory of Mr. B——1Iy,
in his proper charafter as a divine : I fhall take it from his Minute
Philofopher, a book compofed in New-England, and confine it to his
wild notions of myfleries in religion. He fays, that from a certain
enthufiafim in human patare all religions fprout; from the faith
which children have in the directions of their parents; from the great
thare that faith has in the policy of nations (he means the Arcana
Imperii) and in common commerce or trade, we are led to faith
in religions revelations.  Since we cannot explain many obvious
things in nature, why fhould we be obliged to do fo in religion? In
a'very loofe expreflion, he compares myleries in religion to the en-
thufialtic, and to demonftration non-entities of the philofopher’s flone
in chemiftry, and of perpetual'motion in mechanics. The abftradted
idea of a triangle is as difficult as that of the trinity ; that of the com-
munication of motion, as difficult as that of the communication of
grace, We ounght to have the fame reafon for trufting the PrigsT in
religion, that we have for wufting the lawyer or phyfician with our
fortune or life ; thus every man ought to havea liberty of chufing his
own prieft and religion. This is too general a toleration, and puts an
end to all focial religion. '
 To conclude, the right reverend the bifhop of Cl—ne, notwithftand-
ing his peculiaritics, is a moft generous, beneficent, and benevolent
gentleman, as appears by his denations in New-England.

SECT,




‘m

Secr, III. in NORTH-AMERICA. 151

S FECT, I,

Concerning the Indian tribes and nations; ftnters
mitxed with, under the proteétion of, and in al-
liance with, Great-Britain : alfo fome bints of the
French Indians,

FPYHAT the contents of this feftion may be the
more eafily comprehended, perhaps it may be
convenient to diftinguith it into fome feparate articles.
A general hiftory of the Weft-Indians, or aboriginal
Americans. 2. Their religion, Iancuacc nmnnus, arts,
and improvements in nature. “Their tribes or na-
tions lying upon or near the L\xhun fhore of North-
America. 4. Their wars with, and incurfions upon,
theBritith North-America colonjes.

ArTICLE I,
A general biftory of the aboriginal Amevicans.,

S to the origin of things, particularly of mankind,
A we have no other account in credit with chruhano,
whether allegorical or literal is not my affair, but that
of Mofes in the {criprural books of our Bible or religion.
Doubtle(s there have been at times general or almoft
univerfal peftilences, famines, deluges, implacable war 5,
which have almoft extinguithed the race of mankind in
the countries where thefe general calamities prevailed ;
and muft require many centuries to repeople them from
the fimall remaining ftock, and to reduce them by grada-
tions [#] to large Tocieties called tribes or cantons, Dae
tions, and empires.

[#] From a country or continent thus reduced to a very fmall ftock,
we may mnlhrrnc the various degrees nf(ml government, At firft
they were only “difting families, left Holé ¢, and their government was

G 4 The
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The boundaries of their united tribe¢ _alled nations
or empires, are natural, wiz. feas, bays, lakes, great
rivers, high moufitains ; thus for inftance, our neigh-

patriarchial, that is, by heads of families: thele heads of families foon
became acquainted and neighbourly, and for mutual proteftion and
good neighbourhood, entered into affociations, by uws called tribes,
cantons, or clans + feveral of thefe tribes, upon {ufpicion of fome am-
iefign of fome neighbouring powerful tribes, ‘or confederacy
for their brtter defence were obliged to enter into a federal
i 1 at Jength were incorporated into one general direion called
nation or empite,  Perhaps we may fuppofe that fuch were the em-
pires ef Mexico'and Péru in America,

Sir linag Newten, in his chrenology of ancientkingdoms amended,
Ly, his incomparable fagacity inveftigates, that in ancient times Greece
and all Furope were peopled by wandering Cimerians and Scythians ;
the emigrations of excuffions whichin feveral ages have occafioned re-
valutions, and new-peopling of the fouthern parts of Evropet’ Goths,
Vandals (5o, came fiom thence by fwarming, that is, leaving their
ngtive, country for want of room or ful ce.  Northern countries
are the Jealt liable to the abovement amities, and may be called

: they had lived a rambling life, like the Tartars, in the
parts of Afia.

We fhould have previouily obferved, that mankind isnaturally a
gregarious animal, does not love folicude, but has a flrong paflion or
prepenfity for fociety; their natural reafon, and capacity of fpeech or
communication of thoughts, inclines them to it

Dr. Heylin, from him moft of eur modern hiftorians of this kind
tranicribe, gives a very ealy novel manner of the peopling the feveral
nations from the polterity of Noah ; we fhall not impole this upon our
readers.  He fays the Americans proceeded from Noah, by way of
Tartary.

Others publifh their conje@ures, that North- America was peopled
from Scythia and Tartary; that South-America was peopled from
China and Japan, without refle@ing, that according to the fitnation of
thefe countries it is impra&icable ; our modern large fhips cannot per-
form the navigation from China in lefs than fix or {even months : how
can it be performed in canoes? The Americans had no large em-
barkations; this requires no ferious animadverfions.

Some avthors whimfically alledge, that the Phesnicians oy Carthagi-
nians might have been drove thicher by fome continued frefh eafterly
winds; bat the Pheenicians,” Carthaginians, Grecians, Romans, and
Arabiang, who were fucceflively the great navigators, make no mention

M o4

of Ainerica; and upon our arrival in America, we could not find the
leaflt monunsent or token of their ever being there.
~d herefore we can carry the hillory of the American countries 1o
higher than Columbus’s difcovéry, anno 1492,  See pi 25+ 620
bouring




Seer. HIL in NorTH-AMERICA, 153

bouring nation of Abnaquies are bounded by the Atlan-
tic ocean, or rather at prefent by the Englith fettie-
ments upon the Atlantic fhore, by the bay of Fundi, by
the great river St. Laurence, by lake Champlain and
Hudlon’s river.

The tribes which, at leaft nominally, compofe their
general denomination of a nation, are generally named
from the rivers upon which they live; as in Lapland
of Sweden, the Laplanders are diftingnithed by the
names of the rivers Uma, Pitha, Lula, Tarneo, and
Kimi,

As China feems to be elder brother of all the na=
tions of mankind as to their poliia and improvements

'in nature ; fo mnuu a may, with much prop riety, be

called the youngeft brother and meaneft of mankind;
no civil government, no religion, no letters; the
French call them les bommes des bois, or men-brutes of
the forelt: they do not cultivate the earth by plant-
ing or grazing, excepting a vew inconfiderable quan-
tity of maye or indian corn, and of kidney-beans (in
New- Encrland they are called Indian be"l'ﬁj which fome

of their 1qu.1.1.s or wemen plant; they do not provide
for to-morrow; their !.l.;.ztinv'; 15 their n:»..-‘rﬁﬂi‘y fublift-
ence, not diverfion ; when th }' have gt ck in hunt-

ing, they eat and fleep until all is confumed, and then go
a lummm again.

The lu:v.ur the latitudes » Indians are fewer in
numbers .\mi more 'm'{mg, nature not m.ummg nes
ceffary fubfiftence for many, and only in {mall bodics or
herds : their trade or commerce is trifling, having no
produce, no n anufacture, but little game; tf.'- difficulty
of fubfifting requires almolt their wnole Lu,m to provide
for themfelves.

Excepting that conftitution of body, which by ufe
they have acquired from their bicth, of enduring md-
fhips of hunger and weather 3 they are tender, and not
long-lived, and generally very fimple and i:l-_t’.:v i1 .'.:.;

jome of their old men, by ufe and experienc: in the

WOI i‘.l,
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world, acquire a confiderable degree of fagacity.  New
negroes from Guinea generally exceed them much in
conftitution of body and mind. In the province of Maf-
fachuffetts Bay New-England, there was formerly a very
good project or defign, to educate at college fome of
their moft promifing youths, to ferve as miflionaries for
civilizing, inftructing, and converting’ of the wild In-
dians : this good purpefe turned abortive from the tens
dernefs of their conftitution and aukwardnefs in learning,
and at prefent is laid afide. 4

They are not fo polite as the wandering Tartars’; ne
dairies. Like the wild lrith they dread labour more
than poverty ; like dogs they are always either eating or
fleeping, excepting in travelling, hunting, and their
dances; their floth and indolence inclines them to fot-
tihnefs ; before chriftians arrived amongft them, they
had no knowledge of ftrong drink; this chriftian vice
not only deftroys their bodily health, and that of their
progeny, but creates feuds, outrages, and horrid mur-
ders. They are much given to deceit and lying, fo
as fearce to be believed when they fpeak truth. See
annotations, page 116, Their temper is the reverfe
of the Eaft-Indies, whereof fome cafts or feéts will not
kill any animal; the Weft-Indians or Americans are
barbarous, and upon fmall provocations kill their own
fpecies ; fome of them exceed in barbarity, and in re-
venge and fury eat the flefh of their enemies, not from
hunger or delicacy 5 fuch formerly were the Florida In-
dians ; they faid that the flefh of the Englith eat mellow
and tender, that of the Spaniard hard and tough, the
Bermudian fifhy.

The aboriginal Americans have no honefty, no honour,
that is, they are of no faith, but mere brutes in that
refpeft. They generally have great fortitude of mind 5
without any appearance of fear or concern, they fuffer
any torture and death. In revenge they are barbarous
and implacable; they never forget nor forgive injuries ;
if one man kills another, the neareft in kindred to the

murdered
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’ murdered watches an opportunity to kill the murderer ;
{ and the death of one man may occafion the deaths of
many ; therefore when a man is guilty of murder, he
generally leaves the tribe, and goes into"a voluntary |
r‘ kind of banifhment. They are a fullen clofe peeple. |
t The Indian wars ought to be called maffacres, or in-

human barbarous outrages, rather than neceflary aéts of |
hoftility.
i Theé Indians have their huntmg, fowling and fithing ]
grounds ; by a forked pointed pul:, they ftrike or har-
A poon their fith; but their wives and children refide moft= |
B ly on their plantmg grounds ; they plant but little, |
it They do not wander like the Tartars ; there are faid ,
E to be fome wandering Indians; they cannot be many ; i
b becaufe the fettling Indians are very jealous of their :
f hunting and fifhing grounds or properties. |
It Their ancient nav:gatmn was only crofling of rivers |
B upon bark-logs ; travelling along rivers, rwulcts, and i

¥ fides of lakes in canoces or fchuyties, portable by two
| men in their carrying-places from one river or pond

t to another; they are of birch-bark wupon ribs of afh,
i~ Jowed torrcther by fome tough wooden fibres, and
1 paid. (as failors exprefs it) with rofin from fome pine
hmd they ufe no fails and oars, only paddles and fetting-
] poles 3 they are capable of carryinga man, his wite,
. children, and baggage. Narrow rivers are better travel-

ling than ponds or lakes, becaufe upon the lakes, if
| I‘mm*_- or much wind, they cannot proceed, but muﬂ:
: put to the fhore.

Many of our intermixed Indians are of good ufe as
fervants. It is obfervable, that among(t the Indian fer-
vants and negro aves, the filly, thoughtlefs, and pu-
: fillanimous anfwer bc,[‘t; fome perhaps may obferve

from this, that the blind pafiive obedience ‘and non-re-
fiftance men, make the beft fubjefts and court flaves in

Europe.

The Indians between the Tropics; thwr comnlexion
. |
is not of fo good a metalline copper lultre, but paler, |

ftature

- S ey



156 Britith and French SeTTLEMENTS . Parrl.
frature 11*1“&, not fo robuft and cour: ageous ; but, by
reafon of the fertility of the country, are in larger
tribes, and cnnﬁqurrnv more civilized ; and from bemo-
civilized, their confederacies and federal unions reduced
them into vaft empires [0]. Such were the empire of
Mexico, their moderator or principal man was Monte-
zuma 3 and in the empire of Peru the more rich, as ha-
ving vaft treafures of ﬁlvu and gold.

The northern tribes are fimall and diftinét ; a large
parcel of land lying w;:itc (in winter-countries) for
many months in the year, not 1{.1[116, and not cleared
of woods, canpot fubfift many people, but thefe fmall [p]
tribes,  though much difpe led are allied by contlgmt),
language, and intermarriages; thus it-1s. with our
neighbouring Abnaquies, who border upon New-Eng-
land 5 the Iroquois or Mohawlks, who border upon New-
York, Penfylvania, and Virginia; and the Cherokees,
who border upon Carolina ; thefe may be called three
diﬂ‘in.’.: great nations.

The Indians in the high laticudes are paler, fhort,
thick, qut . cloathed with fkins (generally feals-fkins)
fowed with thongs; no bread- !.md, no fire ; live upon
whale and f{eal-blubber, and ether fith, and what
beafts they may kill with their arrows and darts; their
boats and canoes are of a fingular make, adapted
only for one perfon; in thewinter they live in caves.

[2] A Spanifh bithop of the Welt-Indies, 2 man of obfervation,
many years fince wrote, ** That the Indizns arv. of a tender conttitu-
tion: no part of Europe was more populoas than Mexico, upon the
Spaniards firft arrival. I ht:op.mmrds, in the firlt forty years, deltroyed
about twenty millions of Indians; they left but a few Indians in
}Iil'r'mio'a. none upon Cuba, lam:.icz the Bahama-iflands, Porto-
Rico, and Caribbee iflands, excepting upon Dominica and St. Vin-
cent, Where'they remain to this day.

[#) In Bible-hiffory we yead, that all mankind anciently lived in
fmall cril es Abrabam and his allies could muller only 318 men;
with L-r- he defeated four' great Kings, who had conquerd {everal
kings.  Where lands lic not « uf iv xtcd, the tribes mult be fmall and
inhabitants few for want of fubfifence.

Indians

.

s




I Secr. III. in NorTH-AMER tCA. 157
L Indians in general paint their bodies, efpecially their
i faces (they affect red colour) as the Pics and Britons of
8 Great-Britain formerly were accultomed.

In the higher latitudes the Indians reckon by winters
(years) moons (months) and fleeps (nights.)  Between
the tropics they reckon by rains (the Teafons of rains,
end of fummer and berrmnmw of autumn are [mmhm
as are our winters) moons and fleeps. In computing
diftances, they reckon by fleeps or days travels (as the
Dutch do by hours) viz. fo many fleeps or days travel
N from one place to another.

m Notwithft 'mdmf- the unpolitenefs and want of fire=
arms amongft the American aboriginals, the Euro=
peans could not have effected their fectl: nmm, becauie
of vaft difparity i in mimbus, if fome difaffelted tribes,
to be revenged of the impofitions and encroachiments
of fome nuwhbouunﬂ tribes, had not joined the Euro-
pean fmall-arms. Thus Cortez againft Mexico was
joined by feveral difaffetted tribes; when the fettlers
| of New-Plymouth firft landed, Maflafoit was glad of
the countenance of their fmall-arms againft the "Nara~
ganfets.

As to' their make and complexion [¢]. They have
7 thin lips, fattifh faces, languid countenance, fmall black

[';f We cannot account for the aboriginal differences of complexions
in the va :uuc nations, and the variety of their features. The people
of the middle and l'owh parts of Africa are black, of various confiant
permanent (h t’!LSl). degrees, with fat mi‘cw, th 1'! lips, fhare frizzled
or crifp hair ; perhaps the complexion of the tawney-moor of

Barbary the ancie 1a, is not aboriginal, but a com|lication
of the European je African blick; our American com-
plexion feems to be native and fincere.  The natives of the Indian
peninfulz, betwix 1.-1': rivers Indus and Gat '1.!1«, Eaft Indies, have ‘
the African black ¢ o res, and the Ame-
rican lank bla ir or crin, but al tfive an :rmm, not from a

mixed breed.
white people, but not
recovers their nati I

It 15 not various clim
America lies from 65 D

he varions complexions; {
, lat. comprehending all |
f)r (<h 13 |
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eyes, imberbes and impuberes, ftature vz_lrious as in Fu-
rope ; in the higheft north and fouth latitudes, they are
taller and more robuft than between the tropics; their
hair jet black, lank (between the tropics not fo lank)
ftiff, called by the French ¢rin. The Spaniards found
it more tedious and much more difficult to reduce Chili,
than their other American conquefts., Their coms-
plexion is of a fplendid reddifh brown, or metalline luftre,
which is well exprefled by a copper colour: thus a
fplendid white, i1s called filver-colour: not of an
olive-colour or tawney (a tanned leather yellowith
colour) as are the Aborigines of Barbary, and fome of
their progeny in the fouth parts of France, Spain, and
Portugal. Some Indians upon the ifthmus of Darien, are
of a milk-white complexion, which is not natural and
hereditary ; but proceeds from a tender morbid conftitu-
tion; their parents were copper-coloured, and their chil-
dren become copper-colotired.

Their pofture is not crofs-legoed as among the Afia-
tics ; accumbent as formerly with the Greek and Ro-

the various climates of Europe, Afia, and Africa; the American
complexion is permanently every where the fame, only with fa
more or lels of the metalline luftre. Salmon, a late difaffelted
feribler, in his modern hiftery, fays, the blacks after fome ge-
nerations will become white; in New-England there are Guinea
flaves in fucceflion of feveral generations, they continue the fame in
feature and complexion ; it is true, that in the Well-India ifland: fome
diffolute planters are {aid to wath the blackmoor white; by gene-
rating with the fucceffive fhades of their own iflue, children, grand-
ch}i)l-dren, &', the progeny at length becomes blende, or of a pale
white.

Upon this fubje@ there are feveral intricacies in nature not to be
unravelled. Why the negroes of Guinea fhould have woolly crifp
black hair, and thofe of the Indian peninfula have lank black hair?
Why the wool of northern fheep carried into a hot climate becomes
lilke goats hair, and returned to a northern climate, they recover
their wool again # How near neighbouring natious, if they do not in-
termarry, differ in features and complexions: the Circaflians are very
beautiful, their neighbouring Tartars are extremely ugly: the Lap-
landers are ruddy and frefh, the adjoining Ruffians and Tartars are
tawney and fqualid, )

mans,
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mans, lying on their left {ide, leaning upon their elbow ;
nor cowring as the women call it, the manner of the
African negroes, knees bent and legs parallel totheir
thighs ; not fitting upon their buttocks and thighs with
their legs dependant as in Europe ; but fitting on their
buttocks eret, with their thighs and legs in a ftrait line
extended horizontally,

Our general trade with the Indians is fire-arms, pow-
der, and fhot, for war and hunting ; ftrouds and blankets
for cloathing, fpirits, rum, and brandy for indolence ;
formerly toys, which were as confiderable though filly
amufement to them, as jewels are to us.

In travelling they dire& their courfe by noted moun-
tains, by the fun when vifible, by the mofly or north fide
of trees. As moft infects avoid oils, the Indians greafe
themfelves as a defence againft mufketoes and other
troublefome flies.

Many of our European purchafes of lands can fcarce be
faid to be for valuable confiderations ; but a long pofief-
fion, and in confequence prefcription, have made ourtitle
good. Father Ralle, a late ingenious jefuit, and French
miffionary with the New-England Abnaquie Indians,
about twenty-fix years fince did kindle a war or infur-
rection of thofe Indians in New-England, by inculcating,
that they held their lands of Gop and nature in fucceed-
ing generations 3 that fathers could not alienate the earth
from their fons. We ufe no other artifice to keep the
Indians in our intereft, but, by underfelling the French,
and giving a higher price for Indian commodities ; thisis
fair and juft.

QOur printed hiftories of the Indian countries, their
governments, religion, languages, and cuftoms, are

creduloufly copied from credulous authors, and full of

filly conceits ; a very late and notable inftance of this,
we find in the journal of Anfon’s voyage to the South-
feas, publifhed by the mathematical mafter of the Cen-
turion, anno 1745.

Strictly
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Strictly ipeaking, they feem to have no government;
no laws, and are only cemented by friendfhip and
cood neighbourhood; this is only a kind of tacit fe-
deral union between the many tribes, who compofe
the general denomination of a nation 3 every individual
man feems to be independent and fui juris, as togo-
vernment, and is only in friendfhip and neighbourly
relation “with others of the fame tribe: Notwith-
ftanding, we fometimes find heads of tribes mentioned
as if in {fucceffion, nay even female fucceffions; in the
New-England Pocanoket, Mount-hope, or king Philip’s
war, anno 16%5, there is mentioned the fquaa-fachem
of Pocaffer, and a fquaa-fachem amonglt the Nara-
ganfets. 1In other parts of the earth all focieties or
cohabitants have government, and an abfolute com-
pelling power is lodged fomewhere, and in fome man-
ner ; but the American Indians have no compullive
power over one another : when a tribe or neighbourhood
fends delegates, to treat with other bodies of men, whites
or Indians, the conclufions are carried home memoriter,
and the young men muft be perfuaded to come into
thefe articles; when the Indians at any time are forced
into a peace, the blame of the war is laid upon their
young men.

The aboriginal cloathing of the northern Indians was
fkins of feals cut in particular fathions, and fewed together
with thongs (they had no threads of flax, hemp, or any
other herbs) in other parts they wore fkins of the va-
rious beafts of the foreft. At prefent the Indians, who
have commerce with the colonies from Europe, wear
duffils and blanketing of about two yards fquare, which
the Romans called a[#] toga ; their fegamores or fa-

[r] The Toga feems to be the moft ancient, natural, and fimple wear
ufed by mankind ; the Scots highlanders have wore it forther back than
our records reach, firiped and chequered varioully according to
the humours of different ages; hur of late years it feeming to be
ufed as 2 badge of difaffeélion to the prefent happy eftablithed govern-
ment in Great-Britain, the parliament in theéir great wilfdom have
zbolifhed it,

chems
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ems wear blankets, with a border of a different colour,.
and may be called pretextati.

ArTticrE IL

The religion, language, food, and medicine, with fome other
loofe particulars relating to the American Indians.

S.the Americans before the arrival of colonies from
Europe, feem to have been, and flill continue, in
general, the molt barbarous and the leaft polifhed peo=
ple upon earth ; a clear, exalt, and full account of thefe
things cannot be expected ; but for the greater perfpicuity
we reduce them under diftinét heads.

1. Religion of the Americans.

SOME Indians of fagacity, a little civilized and in-
ftructed towards the Chriftian religion, can give no dif-
tinét account of any Indian religion, and ftumble
much at the myfteries of our Chriftian religion, being
indifcreetly crouded upon them at once, and with too
much impetuofity, without previous inftruction. If you
do not believe immediately, you will be damned, is the
expreffion of our zealots; whereas they ought to be
firft tamed by familiarity and fair dealing ; in friendly
converfation upon proper occafions, without any ap-
pearance of officioufnefs, inftruét them in natural religion
and morality ; thefe are plain and eafily comprehended 3
a‘terwards with difcretion, they may be by degrees
initiated into the myfteries of our religion. Our miffiona-
ries, void of common prudence, in a reverfe prepofterous
manner begin with the abftrufe articles of the Chriftian
religion, and thence proceed to inftrut them in the plain
eafy dictates of nature. In afilly, low, cant way, fome of
our preachers tell the Indians, that the Chriftians Gop is
a better Gob than the Indians Gop ; whereas, they ought

Yor. I, % to



162 Britith and French Serrremints Pared,

to inform them, that there is but one fupreme Gop, and
that one manner of worfhiping this Gop is more agreeable
to the GopHEAD, as being more natural and decent.
If fome of our Indian traders, were inftructed, and at a
public charge capacitated to fell cheap amongft the
Indians, they would gain their affeétions in this trading
familiar friendly manner, and lay a good foundation
for their converfion towards Chriftianity : an' abrupt
Chriftian religious miffion amongft them feems abfurd ;
if the Emperor of China, or the Grand Turk, fhould
fend fuch miffionaries into Great-Britain to convert the
people there to the doétrines of Confucius or Mahoet,
inftead of gaining profelytes, it would avert them. The
following digreffion may be acceptable to fome of our
readers.

A digreffion concerning the religions of ancient nations,

I do not prefume to write concerning the conttoverfial
or devotional points of our modern religions, national,
or private opinions; that is the bufinefs of a peculiar
profeffion or craft, called priefts.

Religion improves in nations, hand in hand with good
policy; and as they become miore and more civilized.
It may be called the cement of fociety. The Romans
did fight pro aris et focis, for their religion, as well as for
their country. Amongft the Weft-India buccaneers,
the moft morally vicious of mankind; the French im-
-movably adhered to one another, becaufe of their being
all Roman catholics; the Englith to one another, as be-
ing proteftants, and not from any other regard. Other-
ways both agreed and atted jointly as pirates.

& &As to religion, all mankind may be divided into three

ects,

_ L They who believe in a fupreme intelligence (or

intelligences) who by omnipoténce created and framed

the world, and by infinite wifdom manages it: they
' may
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may be called the godly. With this clafs, the divine
attribute 1NcoMPREHENSIBLE ought to refolve and com-
pofe all altercations concerning this being : Plutarch fays,
there is but one and the fame fupreme being or provis
dence, that governs the world, though worfhiped by
multiplicicy of names, by various nations and fectaries,
This fect admits of three fub-divifions.

1. Teifts, commonly called deifts, who admit of no
modifications in the deity ; in ancient times, and to this
day, they are improperly called atheifts. Amongft us,
he who denies the Trinity, is in law deemed atheift and
blafphemer. Anaxagoras, the philofopher, pafled at
Athens foran atheift, becaufe he denied that the fun, the
other planets, and the ftars were gods. Socrates is faid
to have been a martyr for the unity of the Godhead,
refufing to pay homage to the various gods of Greece.
This is the national (if we may thus exprefs) religion
of the Mahometans, having the large extent of all
national religions. It is the private opinion of many
who are intermixed with and go by the name of Chrifti-
ans, and are generally defigned Arians, or Socinians,
(Socinus of Siennain Italy;) they alfo deny original-fin,
and providence.

2. Tritheifts or Trinitarians. The diftinguifhing te-
net of all true orthodox Chriftians : they worthip divi-
nity under three diftin&t modifications, which I fhall not
pretend to explain or illuftrate, becaufe a myftery.

3. Polytheifts. Such wese the ancient Egyptians,
Greeks, and Romans : the poets had a greater variety of
gods than the philofophers, many of them to be looked,
upon as a machinery introduced to embellith a poem,
amd to amufe the mind: they deified various parts of
nature, and were great promeoters of polytheifm. All
the gods and goddefles of the ancients were only mo-
difications, words, or names, to exprefs feveral attributes
of a fupreme Being, the excellencics in nature, and the
virtues of heroes, and very eminent men ; as if in Britain

M2 we
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we Thould fay Newton, the god of natural philofophy
and mathematics ; Addifon, the god of the belles let-
tres, and polite learning.

II. They who admit of no fupreme Intelligence, but
fay that blind matter is the extent of our knowledge s
thefe are the literal and true atheifts. Anaximander was
the firft noted atheift upon record, about 6oo years
before Crurist; his noted followers were Lscippus,
Democritus, Epicurus, Lucretius, ¢, In thefe late times,
[¢] fome, fingularly felf-conceited of their own penetra-
tion, have avowedly declared themfelves fuch, in defpite
of all the polité part of mankind.

III. The third feft made its firft appearance by

eans of Pyrrho, in the 120 olympiad; they doubted of

every thing. ~ Cicero and Seneca, two great men, were in-
clined this way ; the late duke of Buckingham, an inge-
nious man, the epitaph which he made for himfelf begins,
Dubius vixi, incertus morior, &c. Dr. B——1ly, bifhop of
Cl—ne, feems to afirm, in a whimfical manner, that
every thing we fee is an illufion, that the whole feries of
life is a continued dream.

To thefe we may add, that, there is with all fober-
minded men. only one general religion, Tre Prac-
TICE OF TRUE aND sorip Virrue. The belief in
certain vague opinions, the ‘obferving of fixed or ap-
pointed external rites and ceremonies, do not enlighten
the underftanding, or purify the heart, by rectifying the
paflions. MTr. Pope, in his effay upon man, well ex-
prefles it :

For niodes of faith, let wicked zealots fight :

He can’t be wirong, who's life is in the right.

*

[s] Spinofa, a Jew, in his Traffatus Theologico- Politicus.

~ Vanini, born at Naples in Ttaly, taught atheifm in France, was con-
vitted thereof, and burnt at Thouloufe, anno 16149,

Jordano Bruno wrote a book, D tribus Impaftorsbus ; meaning Mofes,
Lurii, and Mahomet.

_Habbes, 'in his Leviathan, advanced feveral wild nations of this
kind, but notconfiltent ; he died anno 1679, Zt. g1. ]
4 Sir
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by
o « Sir lfaac Newton ufed to fay, when the converfation
ran upon differences in religion, * He knew of no
¢ heretics or fchifmatics, but the wicked and i the
¢ vicious.” ot

Let us inveftigate the origin and progrefs of religion
from the nature of things. Mankind is naturally a fu-
perftitious pavidum animal, fome few cunning deligning
B men, take the [#] advantage of this general weaknefs
L of human nature; and: as nurfes frighten and awe
children by hobgoblings and bugbears, {foshey, by voci-
ferations, gefticulations, and pretended familiarity wich
{fome fuperior invifible being, promife to conciliate his
benevolence, in procuring good luck in, their affair of
life (thus Powowers promife good luck in hunting to
/ the Indians) they avert ficknefs and other calamities ;
fometimes from the faid familiarity, they impofe pre-
tended dreams, vifions, and impulfes, as do our prefent
new-light difciples of a wvagrant or {trolling actor; of

e enthufiafim. The Chinefe, though a polite people, their
Bl commonalty are much addited to fuperitition .and
’ magic. :

From this the wifemen, that is, the lawgivers and
ninifters of ftate in Greece, and elfewhere, took the hint,
b and fet up oracles, which were abfolutely under their
| own direction and influence; thefe were of good uife
| to reconcile the filly (but varium e mutabile vuigus)
¢ people, to what the ftate in wifdom had propofed upon
2 any extraordinary occafions: thele oracles were deli-
vered by women ; the Sibyls were called fatidice, that
1s, prophecying and fortune-telling wonien ; our women
exhorters among the Quakers and Methodiils, are not
‘of the fame good ufe.

Herodotus writes (Cicero calls him- the father of hif-
tory) that the ancient Perfians had neither temples,

[#] Perhaps priefts of all religions are the fame ; we muft except a

| fober-minded, regular, truly pious and exemplary clergy ; they are of
, the greateft ufe in cementing {ociety. ,
M 3 . altars, ’

L
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altars, nor ftatues; in this condition we found the

aboriginal Indians or Americans. When nations began

' to be civilized, we find the firft objefts of adoration

(proceeding from admiration) were the fun, moon,

other planets, and the ftars, in Egypt; and the periods

of their revolutions were ufed in the computation of

time. The revolution of the fun was called a year,

that of the moon a month; every planet had one day

affigned him, and thefe feven planctary days were called

i a week : if there had been more or fewer planets, the

' days of the week would have been more or fewer;

Mofes, brought up in all the learning of the Egyptians,

retained the fame in his hiftory part of our Bible, and

i carries on the allegory (as fome free-thinkers call it)

i of the creation accordingly. Qur American Indians had

i no: knowledge of the planets, and therefore had no

' reckonings by weeks, or returns of feven days.

The planetary names of the days of the week, at

I S firlt view, feem confufed and at random ; but, in fa&t

s they were methodically fo called. They began by the \
sl Sun, as being the moft glorious planet, and affigned to

| him the firft day of the week, dies folis, or Sunday (Sab- :
bath-day is of a Jewith fignification, and properly the
feventh day of the week ; Lord’s-day is novel and pe-
culiar to chriftians) from thence reckoning in the natural
order of the planets, allowed a planet to every hour of
| the twenty-four, which compofe a day ; the next in courfe,
' according to the aftronomy of thefe days, was Venus,
Mercury, Moon, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and confe-
, quently the Sun had the eighth hour, the fifteenth and
bt twenty-fecond hour; Venus the twenty-third; Mercury
i the twenty-fourth ; confequently the Moon had the firft

‘| rL hour of the next parcel of twenty-four hours, and gave

il name to the fecond day of the week, dics lume, or Monday ;
IH-F‘E' and in the fame rotation Mercury gives name to the
it . third ; Jupiter to the fourth day of the week, & In
[ H - Britdin we have fubftituted four of our north-country or
." I Gothic
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Gothic gods in the place of Mercury, Mars, Jupiter,
and Venus. .

So far back as ancient records inform, we find
that amonglt the Egyptians and Orientals, religion firft
began to acquire a pational confiftence or fyftem. The
philofophers of Greece went to Egypt and Afia to ftudy
wifdom, learning, and religion ; thofe of Rome went
to Greece. They all did fo much indulge a poetical or
mythological vein, that it is difficult to diftinguifh be-
tween their true eftablithed religion and gods, from the
fabulous,

The various religions at this time amongft the nations
of this earth (the feveral parts of the earth that can be
of any confequence, are now well explored, and the
Americans may be well faid to be of no religion) may be
reduced to thefe general heads: 1. The chriftian, or
believers in Jefus Chrift, which perhaps is that of Mofes
with additions and emendations : this may be called the
religion of Europe, fome few Turkith dominions in
Europe excepted. 2. The Mahometan, which is much
more extenfive, and prevails in a great part of Affrica,
in a great part of Afia, and in fome part of Europe. 3.
That of Confucius, being the followers of the dotrines
of Confucius in China, and the neighbouring parts of
Tartary. 4. May be comprehended under the general
name of idolaters, who worfhip the objeéts, or the
ipages and reprefentations of the objects which they
adore from love or fear ; the Lama of the eaftern Tartars
I call an idol,

The negroes of Africa have a kind of religion which
may be called idolatry ; they worthip fome material ob-
jecls, which in their nature may be extremely beneficial
or very hurtful to mankind; the firft through admira-
tion and love, the other through fear, But our ftupid
American Indians had no temples, no altars, no idols
or images, no fet times for worfhip, if it may be called

M 4 worthip ;
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worthip ; it is only occafional, with frantic and ridiculous
vociferations and ‘gefticulations, in cafes of ficknefs or
oreat calamities, performed by fome of their cunning men
called Powowers: they never harrafs European captives
to change their religion ; no religious wars [«], no con-
fufions from convocations.

The Powowers, are not parifh-priefts or clergy, regu-
larly fet apart to initiate the people into the myfteries of
religion, and to perform fome rites and ceremonies called
religious : they are of the fame nature with rafcally
cheats and pretended conjurers, that in the moft civilized
nations of Europe (intirely diftinét from any fort of
religion) impofe upon ignorant and weak people, by pre-
tending to fome familiar converfation with fome fuperior
fecret Being. ‘Their Powowers, by aid of this influence,
become alfo their phyficians ; this feems to be natural;
even with us a civilized people, our priefls, or Gofpel-
minifters, by the fame aid, are very apt officioufly to in-
trude into the office of a phyfician, and ufe the fick as
their patients as well as their penitents : priefts and old
women of both fexes (as dean Swift humouroufly ex-
prefled it) are the great nufances to a regular medical
practice. Expertus loguor. This perhaps may be the
natural reafon, why fome phyficians ufe the clergy with
contempt.

I do not find that Chriftianity islike to have any good
footing among the Indians: 1. We are not exemplary
enough in common life, and commercial dealings: the
Indians fay, that they cannot perceive mankind the better
for being chriftians: chriftians cheat them out of their
lands and other effects, and fometimes deprive them of

[#] The civil adminiftration in England, from experience, are
fenfible of the inconveniences' arifing from the meetings of the con-
vocations of the clergy, and for many years have not allowed them
to fit: they are not effential to epifcopal church-government; and
when they meet, they naturally ferment or rather effervefce, and oc-

s:}::ﬁ?tn feverifh paroxylms in the church, and fometimes convulfions in
the liate,
Blen -y v

their
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o their lives. 2, Our miffionaries are generally void of
K difcretion ; the Indians are, in all refpeéts wild, know
nothing of the general rudiments of religion[w]: The
miffionaries inftead of firft taming and civilizing the
Indians, and next inftructing them in the principles of
natural religion and morality, begin with the fublime
myfteries of our religion, fuch as, How many perfons are
there in the Godbead? and the like, Thus from the |
d beginning they are bewildered and loft for ever, 3. Some |
pie fraudes, which at firft may amufe, but afterwards
B when difcovered, leave a permanent prejudice againft the
i chriftian religion; thus it is faid, that fome French

miflionaries in relating to the Indians the hiftory of our
.—:- Saviour’s birth and fufferings, tell them that the virgin
Mary was a French woman, that the Englith crucified
i Jesus Curist,

LANGUAGE S

THEIR manner of expreflion is vehement and
emphatic; their ideas being few, their language is not
4 copious ; it confifts only of a few words, and many of
thefe ill-contrived; by a rumbling noife or found of many
fyllables, they exprefs an idea or thing, which, in the

[=v] Mr, Brainerd, a miffionary from a fociety in Scotland for pro-
pagating chriftian knowledge by Indian converfions amongit the De Ia
Ware, and the Sefquahana Indians, in his journey printed at Phila-
£ delphia, anno 1745, fays, that his fation was from Crofweekfung
r in New-]erfies, about eighty miles from the forks of De la Ware river

to Shaumaking on Sefquahana river, about 120 miles weft of the faid

‘ forks; that he travelled more than 130 miles above the Enilith (ettle-

f ments upon Sefquahana river, and wus with about feven or eight

diftint tribes there, fpeaking fo many different languages, moitly be-

: longing to the Sennekas: he was three or four years upon this miflion,

fometimes did not fee an Englifiman for 2 month or fix weeks toge-

| ther; all his exercifes were in Englith.  Mere journals are dry, but

| otherwife it feems naif or natural. At that time there was no other

miflionary amongit the Indians of Jerfies and Penfylvania. Notwith-

ftanding all his perfonal penances, and charge to the fociety, he ef-
fected nothing, though a pious laborious miflionary.

European

L = ..
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European languages, is done by a fyllable or two; as their
ideas increafe, they are obliged to adopt the European
words of adjoining colonies. In numbering they ufe the
fame natural way of reckoning by tens, asin Eurgpe ;
ten being the number of human fingers. No chronicles,
fcarce any traditionary accounts of thinks extending back
further than two or three gcncrgxtions 3 Icarce any Indians
can tell their own age.

They had no [«] charalters, that is, hieroglyphics, or
letters ; they had a, few fymbols or fignatures, as if
in a heraldry way to diftinguifh tribes; the principal
were the tortoife, the bear, the wolf. There was not
the leaft veflige of letters in America ; fome years fince
a certain credulous perfon, and voluminous author, im-
pofed upon himfelf and others; he obferved in a tiding
river, a rock, which, as it was not of an uniform {ub-
ftance, the ebbing and the fowing of the tide made a
fort of vermoulure, honey-combing, or etching on its
face; here he imagined, that he had difcovered the
America Indian charaters, and overjoyed remits fome
lines of his imaginary characters to the Royal Society in

[x] There are fundry ways of expreffing our thoughts and founds.
1. The Egyptian hieroglyphics feem to be the moft ancient: they
were delineations, drawings, and paintings, or images of materjal
things, or allegorical expreflions of tranfaétions in figures real or chi-
merical ; mutes feem to exprefs themfe!ves in hieroglyphical motions :
the defect of this charaéier feems to be, that ideas which have no ma-
terial figure could not be well expreffed, and the writing too tedious
and imperfed,

2. The Chinefe have no letters or compounding charaéters; every
word has a peculiar chara&er, and inftead of being unreafonably
long, as Wilﬁ the Americans, there is in fome manner a neceffity
for all their words being monofyllables; thus their charafters are
fo numerous, that a2 man of letters is a trade, not foon to be
learnt.

3+ In Europe a few arbitrary chara&ters, called letters, were firft
brought to us from Pheenicia via Greece, and are in different nations
in number from twenty to twenty-four; by thefe varioufly mixed, all
European words are compofed and well diftinguithed; they exprefs
werds or founds only, not things as in higroglyphics.

London:
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London : fee Philofophical Tranfafions, Numb. 339.
¢ At Taunton, by the fide of a tiding river, part in, part
. ¢ out of, the river there is a large rock, on the perpendi-
i ¢ cular fide of which, next to the ftream, are feven or
| eight lines, about feven or eight feet long, and about 2
’ ¢« foot wide each of them, ingraven with unaccountable
& ¢ charalters, not like any known charalter.” This
may be fuppofed wrote anno 1714 : at prefent, anno
: 1747, by the continued ebbing and flowing the honey- |
‘ combing is o altered as not in the leaft to refemble his I
draught of the characters. I
2 As the Indians were fo rude, as to have no letters or
B other characters, there is no certain way of writing
v their names of things; all we can do is to exprefs their
founds or pronunciations as near as may be in our own
letters. Father Ralle of Noridgwog, and fome other
“ fcholaftic French miffionaries, have imagined that the
Greek alphabet fuits their pronunciation beft. The
g Indians have a figurative way of exprefling themfelves
*1 as if in hieroglyphics ; thus, the rencwing of alliances
they call brightening of the chain.

There is no general fixed way of writing Indian words,
5] therefore we fhall not mind any particular orthography
. in that refpe&, only we thall endeavour to be underftood:
for inftance, the Indian tribe upon Quencbec river in

L =~ =3

New-England, we write and pronounce it Naridgwoag,

. the French miffionaries write it Narantfoack : the tribe
of the Iroquois or five New-York allied Indian na-
tions, which we call Sennekas, the French call them
Sonontouans.

= == . S

There is not the fame reafon for preferving the Indian
names of their countries, nations, tribes, mountains, and
rivers, as there is for preferving the Greeck, Roman,
and other more modern names of fuch things in Europe ;
the Indians have no civil or claffical hiftory to require it.
The Indians change their own perfonal names, and the
names of other things upon trifling occafions: our Indians

I affect
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affeét to have Englith names ; thus Maffafoit’s two fons
defired of the court of Plymouth to give them Englith
names; they were accordingly named Aléxander and
Philip ; this Philip, formerly Metacomet, was chief in a
fubfequent Indian war, called king Phulip’s war. Cap-
tain Smith the traveller refided nineteen years in Virginia
and New-England, and wrote a hiftory of thofe parts,
anno 1624; he enumerates the names of many tribes,
rivers, and other things, which are now irrecoverably
loft.

As the Indian dealings and mutual correfpondence
is much confined, their feveral languagss are of {mall
extent [ y].

II1. Food and medicine of the aboriginal Indians.

O UR Indians do not imitate the bees, ants, & in
laying up ftores, but like rapacious animals, live from
hand to mouth ; after long fafting they are voracious,
and upon a gluttonous repaft can faft many days, by
bracing in, or reefing their girdles or belts.

The far-north Indians of Welt-Greenland, Terra de
Labarador, e, live upon the blubber of whales, feals,

[»] Mr. Elliot, formerly minifter ef Roxbury, adjoining to Bolton,
with immenfe Jabour tranflated and printed our Bible into Indian; it
was done with a good pious defign, but muft be reckoned among the
Otiofarusn hominum negotia 5 it was done in the Natic language ; of the
Natics at prefent there are not twenty families fubfilling, and fearce
any of thele can read : Cui bono!

The countries in Earope being well civilized, with a great mutual
intercourfe and ufe of letters, their general languages, but in various
dialefs, are very extenfive ; the ancient Latin, in itsvarious dialefts
and words, adopted from neighbouring nations, extends over ltaly,
Fiance, Spain, and Portugal ; the Celtic in Bretagne of France, Corn-
wall and Wales of England, Iile of Man, great part of Ireland, and
the Highlands of Scotland j the Teutonic in Germany, Great-Britain,
Low-countries, in Belgia, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway; the
Sclavonian in Mufcovy and Ruffia, in Poland, in Hungary, and the
other coutitries welt of thefe fo far as to the Turkifh dominions.

and
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and other fifh, and their moft gencrous beverage is fifh-
iy oil; fearce any quadrupeds or fowls, not only from the
g  feverity and long continuance of their cold weather,
' froft and fnow, but alfo becaufe their meadows and other
lands, inftead of grafs and other herbage, bear only

mofs. ;

The Indians, in the more moderate climates, live by
8 hunting, fowling, and fifh; they do not clear and cul-
tivate the foreft by planting and grazing; lately fome
of their fquaas or women improve in planting of maize |
and Indian beans. Their bread-kind are maize[2], or |
Indian corn, phafeolus, kidney or Indian beans, feveral
forts of tuberous roots called ground-nuts ; feveral forts
of berries, particularly feveral forts of vitis Idea,in New-
England, called huckle-berries. ~ Upon a continued
march, where hunting and fowling is inconfiderable, they
carry with them, for fubliftence, parched Indian corn
ki called no-cake.
i The Abnaquies, or New-England northern and eaftern
%1  Indians, becauie of the hunting and fowling failing dur-
il ing the winter, are obliged to remove to the fea-fide,
and live upon clams, bafs, fturgeon, &e.

QEF L e e
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Their medical practice refembles that of officious old
: women in fome remote country villages of Europe ; mere
empirici{m, or rather a graditionary blind praétice; they
regard only the fymptoms that firike the grofs fenfes
moft, without refpeét to any lefs obvious principal fymp-

[z] This hiftory was not compofed into a regular, full body, before

s it began to be publifhed; and its being publifhed only at various

i times of leifure, and humour of the writer, it feems to become-too

: much of a mifeellany, but without negleéting ¢he principal view or

defign. Notwithitanding the defigned brevity, cor}ci(ene!g_ or

: fummary (which fpoils the fluidity or fluency of ftyle) it fiwells too

- much ; therefore at prefent to eafe fome of our readers, we lay

afide or defer the defigned fhort delcription or natural hiftory of

» thefe things, .which are ufed by the Indians as food, medicing, or
f traffic,

- tom,
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tom, which may be called the difeafe, or to conftitution,
fex, and age. The Powowers, conjurers, or wizards, are
their principal phyficians,

They do not ufe our way of venefection, but pradife
cupping; they vomit and purge by particular herbs or
roots ; inftead of veficatories and canftics, they bum
with touchwood. Their principal remedy is fweating in
huts warmed by heated ftongs, and thereupon immedi-
ate immerfion in celd water: this feems to be a rational
practice, firft by relaxing to give a free paffage to the
obftructed circulatory juices; and after a free paflage is
fuppofed to be obrained, by cold immerfion to brace up
again : in inflammatory and eruptive epidemical fevess,
2. g. fmall-pox, this practice depopulates them.

Their medicines are only fimple indigenous herbs;
they ufe no exotic plants, no minerals, no medicinal com-
politions, or chemical preparations. The wirtues or pro-
per ufes of their herbs were difcovered by chance, and
their fimiples, which have had a peculiar continued fuc-
cefs, have been handed down or tranfmitted from
generation to generation. As it is amongft brutes of a
fimple fteady manner of regimen and living, fo with our
Indians there is no multiplicity of diftempers, therefore
their [#] materia medica is not copious,

Our Indians are fo tender, and habituated to a certain
way of living, that they do npt-bear tranfplantation; for

[] In Europe our materia medica is too luxuriant, and the greateft
part of it trifling; many of our medicinal preparations and compofitions
are filly and of no real ufe to the patient; it is with pleafure that I
obferve, the various conferves, {yrups, diftilled waters, and fome other
Arabian medicines, wear ont of fafhion in Great-Britain amongft the
regalar phyficians, and are ufed only by quacks and praltifing apothe-
caries. A proper regimen diet, and not exceeding a dozen motedly
efficacions medicines properly applied (this, by fome of the clergy, old
women, and nurfes, is reprefented as doing nothing) is the trae ef-
feftual materia medica : where the nature of the diftemper and indica-
tions of cure are afcertained (in this confifts the art of 'phyfic.) 'D.
Pircairn’s problem, Dato morbo remedium invwenire, 15 nOE very intricate,
where incurable is not in the cafe.

inftance,
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" inftance, the Spanifh Indians, captivated in the St. Au-
®  guftine war, anno 1702, and fold for flaves in New-
. England, foon died confumptive ; this occafioned an ac |
*  of affembly to difcourage their importation. Europeans
!« feem to thrive the better for being tranfplanted ; the
" progeny of Furopeans born in America do not bear re-
£ movals, the reafons I cannot affign : for inftance, from
¥ Maffachufetts-Bay Province in New-England of 500
¥ men upon the Cuba and Carthagena expedition, not ex-
B ceeding fifty furvived; of 3000 men upon the Cape-
g Breton expedition, near one half died naturally in Louif-
i bourg, or foon after their arrival in New-England; of
A about 300 perfons late prifoners and captives in Quebec
of Canada, about feventy died there.
They are not fo lafcivious as Europeans (Afiatics are
; more lafcivious than Europeans, witnefs the feraglios
k and harams of the great men in Turkey and Perfia, and
N the difperfed Jews in Europe) they never offer violence
‘J* to our women captives: but are not fo continent as is
Wil generally reprefented by authors; Mrs. Rowlandfon,
i1 wife to the minifter of Lancafter in New-England, cap-
¥/ tivated by the Indians anno 1676, writes, that her In-
. dian mafter had three fquaas or wives; Mr. Brainerd,
a Scotland miffionary, in the journal of his miffion,
B printed anno 1746, mentions ¢ the abufive practice of
i ‘¢ Indian hufbands and wives, putting away each other,
“ and taking others in their ftead.”

1 IV. The American Indians trade and carrencies.

f Trape. Their chief trade is fkins and furs, the pro-
: duce of their hunting, moftly deer-fkins and beaver.

Beaver the farther fouth, have lefs fur and more

hair; the farther north the ftaple is the longer: they

reckon eight forts of beaver, viz. winter, and fummer,

fat, and dry, €&5c. The winter fat is the beft, next to

coat-beaver, which is beaver wore till it is well greafed.

A beaver-
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A beaver-fkin may weigh from one pound and a half
to two pound; an Indian pack of beaver may weigh
about 80 lb. wt. Beaver breed oncea year, ten to fifteen
at a liter. In the very high latitudes there are no
beaver, becaufe no wood ; beaver require wood, which
they cut, or rather gnaw with their teeth (thus fquirrels
and rats gnaw timber) into lengths called junks or lo
for making their dams, and part of their food or fub-
fiftence is the bark of trees. Three quarters of the re-
turns of the Hudlon’s-Bay company is in beaver, to
about the value of 40,000/, fterling per annum. The
{ame good animal affords another commodity, caftoreum,
called beaver-ftone ; this is not according to a vulgar er-
ror, the tefticles, but fome infpiffated fecretion contained
in a couple of glands near the anus of both males and
females.

Deer-fkins much more plenty fouthward ; South-Ca-
rolina does export per annum, the value of 25,000/ to
30,000/. fterling in deer-fkins.

In the high latitudes, they deal with a {mall matter of
feathers, whale-bone, and blubber, or fifh-oil.

Currencies. Their commercial ftandard of currencies
is to the northward (I mean in North-America) per
pound beaver-fkin value, to the fouthward per pound
deer-fkin value.

They formerly had, and in fome places ftill retain, for
fmall currency (in New-England, in old charter times,
they were a tender for any fum not exceeding forty fhil-
lings) wampum or wampum-peag, being fmall bits of
the fpiral turns of a buccinum or whellk. This dene up
into ftrings, and certain plaits or belts, was a large de-
nomination, and large fiums were reckoned by the num-
ber of fathoms of this wampum-plait : thus we read in
the hiftories of former times, for inftance, that the Na-
raganfet Indians, fent 200 fathom of wampum, to payin
part a debt to Bofton colony; Uncas, fachem of the
Moheags in Conneéticut, paid 100 fathom of wampum
for monies due to the Englifh. :

ARTICLE
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ArTicre IIL

The Indian nations and tribes upon the caftern fide of
North- America. ;

E may diftinguith the Indians by their relation o

pofition with regard to the European colonies
fettled in North-America. 1. The Indian nations (we
cannot particularize their feveral tribes or clans) without,
but berdering upon the Britith grants, fuch are the
French Indians of Canada, and the Spanifh Indians of
Florida. 2. Iadian tribes within our grants or charters,
but without our fettlements, fuch are the Mikamakes of
Nova Scotia, the Abnaquies of New-England, the Mo-
hawks, or five nations of New-York ; the emigrant 1uf-
cararoes I do not call a nation, &¢. 3. Indian fami-
lies, interfperfed with ourfettlements upon Indian referv-
ed lands; thefe are ufeful to the Europeans, particularly
to the Britith, as domefltic fervants, labourers, failors,
whalers, and other fithers: many of the Indian re-
ferves are extintt, and their lands lapfed to the pro-
vinces.

The prefent names of the feven Indian nations, or
general great divifions, may continue in perpctuity, as
claffical names in hiftory: for the many particular tribes
included or which compofe the feveral oations or general
divifions, their names are fo various and changeable, we
cannot enumerate them and ftill lefs known are the
names and numbers of the villages or caftles in the feveral
tribes.

The Indian nations or general divifions, which lie upon
or near'the eaftern fhore of North-America, are the In-
dians of Weft-Greenland, commonly called Davis’s-
ftraits, Efkimaux, Algonquins, Tahfagrondie, Owtawaes,
Miamis, Chikefaus : Mikamakis, Abnaguies, Iroqois or
Mohawks, Chawans, Old Tufcararoes, Cuttumbaes,

Vor. L. N Chero-
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Cherokees, and Creek-Indians : fome fhort deferiptions or
delineation of thefe will make the face of the eaft fide of
North-America more apparent and familiar to us, before
we fet down the feveral modern colonies fettled there ;
in imitation, /# parva magnis componeres of the Europe
antique & moderne tables or maps.

I. The Indians of Weft-Greenland, or of a north-
eaft continent from Davis-ftraits reaching from Cape
Farewel in N. lat. 60 D. northward indefinitely, and
all the Indians in the fame latitudes, are afew ftragoling
miferable people ; live in caves or dens under ground, be-
caufe of the feverity of the cold [#]; have no fire (no
fuel) eat their flefh and Afh raw; are cloathed in feal-
fkins ; much fubjeét to the fcurvy [¢] or itch (the French
call thofe of Terra de Labradore fouth of Davis’s-ftraits,
for this reafon, the fcabbed indians) have no produce or
fubjeét for trade.

The Efkimaux extend from Davis's and Hudfon’s
ftraits north, along the weft fide of the Atlantic ocean
to the mouth of St. Laurence river fouth ; thence range
weftward crofs the lower parts of the feveral rivers
which fall into the bottom of Hudfon’s-Bay, and then
northward along the weftern fhore of Hudfon’s-Bay to
the polar circle [d] in 66 D. or 67 D. N. Lat. as Mr.
Dabbs writes,  Thus the Efkimaux, excepting a {mall
narrow traét upon the Labradore fhore, are all quit-

[£] Extremity of cold, may equally be called hell, as extremity of
heat 5 our {criptural writers lived in a hot country; not in a cold cli-
mate. Inthe government of Mufcovy or Ruffia, tranilation or exile
to Siberia the northern parts of Ruflia in a high latitude, is ufed as a
degree of punifhment next to death, in felonious criminal cafes, parti-
cularly in minilterial treachery.

: [e] Their il coarfe diet, extremity of cold, and long winter con-
finements, render their circulating juices rancid or putrid, and confe-
quently are very fcorbutic.

[4] Here I cannot underffand what Mr, Dobbs and Capt. Middle-
ton write; they mention northern Indians in Lat. 62 D. and 63 D.
and fome Efkimaux in Lat. 66 D. to 67 D. and thefe two nations in

a natural or continued enmity ; how fhall we reconcile this inter-
mixture ?

claimed
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claimed to us by France in the treaty of Utrecht, anno
1713 : excepting thofe who frequent the bottom of
Hudfon’s Bay ; the others can be of no commercial
benefit, they afford a very fmall matter of feathers, whale-
oil, and blubber.

Mr. Dobbs of Ireland, the prefent enthufiaftic fol-
lower of a N. W. paﬁwe pmjeCtnon, very credulous,
gives the name of many imaginary tribes weft of
Hudfon’s-Bay ; but as in high latitudes not many peo-
ple can fubfift {#], and his tribes are not well vouched, we
cannot mention them. Mr. Dobbs is an enemy of the
Hudfon’s-Bay company ; he fays, that trade is' got into
the hands of about nine or ten of their princ 11)‘11 men,
who export not exceeding 3000/, fterling per annum, in
Britifh produce and manumchm., and keep up their
prices {o high, that the French fupply them cheaper, and
carry away the trade; whereas if their charter was
vacated, and the trade laid open, many traders would
fettle factories or trading houfes up .the rivers towards
the French, and, by underfelling them, much increafe
our fur-trade.

Avrconquixns in feveral tribes reach from the mouth
of St. Laurence river along its north fide, extending
about 1350 leagues; they are the French beft Indian
friends ; but hequmtlv upon little differences give the
French fettlers much difturbance ; may be about 1 500
fighting men.

TausacroNpie indians are between the lakes Erie
and Hurons ; p"rlmps from the batrennefs of the coun-
try, they are of fmall numbers, difperfed, and of no
great notice: they are friends of the New-York na-
tions.

{e] In the high latitudes, towards winter, fome of their animals be-
come grey or filver-coloured; and next fummer recover their na-
tive colours; not from the {ame hairs or feathers re-affuming their
native: colour, but by a new growth or coat: perhdps a like decay
of native heat in the aged of mankind, occalions their becoming
&Y.

N2 QuTawAES,
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QurawaEgs, a great and powerful nation, they live
upon the OQutawae river, which joins upon the Cataraqui
river (the outlet of the great lakes) a little above Mon-
treal, and upon the great lakes, and extend N. W, to
near the S. W, part of Hudfon’s-Bay ; they deal con-
fiderably with the New-York trading houfes at Ofiwe-
go [ f ], upon the lake Ontario in the Onondaguee coun-
try. In May, anne 1723, about eighty men, befides
women and children, from a large tribe belonging to the
Outawaes came to Albany inthe province of New-York,
and defired to be admitted as another friend-nation
amongft the Mohawk natjons ; this tribe lies between the
lake of Hurons and the upper lake, and call themfelves
Necaragees, of fix caftles or villages, near the ftraits be-
tween thefe two lakes, adjoining to a tribe called by the

[#] Indians of above twenty nations, ot large tribes, come here to
trace in the feafon of their fiirs ; thefe Indians are diftinguifhable, by
the variety and different fafhions of their canoes ; the very remote In-
diane are clothed in fkins of various forts; they all have fire-arms;
fome come o far nor:h as Port-Nelfon in Hudfon’s-Bay N. Lat. 57 D.
and fome are from the Cherokees, welt of South-Carolina in N. Lat.
32 D This feems to be a valt extent of inland water-carriage, but itis
only. for canoes the {malleft of craft. In Europe our inland water-
carritge vaftly excels this: for inftance (I do not mention the royal
canal in France from the wellern ocean to the Mediterranean-fea, nor
the many canals finithed, and proje@ed in Mufcovy and Ruflia,
by Peter the Great, becaufe they are artificial) from Afia and the
black-fea, up the Danube river, to near the head thereof ; and thence
a fmall carrying place to the head of the river Rhine, which, by its
many branchings, has an extenfive communication, and falls intq the
northern ocean in Holland ; and from the fources of the Danube &
{mall carrying-place to the head of the river Rhone, which falls into
the Mediterranean fea, in the fouth of France; up the river Rhone,
and the Saonc, and the Oufche; then a fmall carrying-place to the head
of the Seine river; which, by way of Paris, Rouen, and Havre-de-
Grace, carrries into the northern ocean; and from the Seine by a canal
to the river Loire by way of Otleans and Nants to the weltern ocean.
Qur navigation and carriages in Europe are much improved beyond
this wild manner, incommoded by cataracts, falls, or fautes; by trees
which accidentally. fall acrofs their rivulets, &%. In Europe their car-
riage is in fhips and large craft for the ocean, feas, and large rivers,
and from thence an eafy wheel-land carriage at pleafure.

4 French
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French [g] Mifilimackinac. There is a large nation

fouth-weft of the Ourawaes, called by the French, Les

Renards 5 they are not within our knowledge.
Miamres, fo called by the French (we call them

Twightwies) or llinois ; they live generally upon the ri- |

ver Miamis, and the lake and river Ilinois which receives

the river Miamis. The Ilinois is a great river, and by it (

[£] Mr, Kellogg, anno 1710, from Maflachofetts-Bay, captivated |)
. by the Indians; in curiofity, and from a laudable public {pirit for in-
i formation, travelled with ix French Indian traders, from Montreal in “
Canada up the Outawaces river, N. W, to Matawaen; thence they f
carty a little way to a {fmall lake, Nipifing, and by the French river to
i the great lake of the Hurons (a miferable country) about fifty leagues |
k in length, never froze over, but is like an open {ea (no {pruce; that is
fir, or pine in this country ) they coafted to its N. W. corner, and win-
tered at a village or tribe of the Outawaes, called Mifilimackinac, in
N. Lat. 46 D_ .upon the Itraics between the lakes Hurons and Ilinois ;
this firaic is frozen over in winter ; here he wintered ; he killed trout
of gol. wt. from thefe flraits they entered the lake Ilionis, and ,
coalted in courfe of its length 8, 8, W. to its {outh-welterly corner ; |
thence they carried ‘one league (the longeft carriage in cheir journey !
or voyage) ta a branch of the river Hinois: the river Miamis, which
gives name to a large nation of Indians, and comes from near the lake
llinois, and by which thefe traders with Mr Kellogg retarned to ,
Mantreal, falls into the river Ilinois. The river [linois runs a courle
of about 130 leagués, and falls into the river Mifiifippt. Mr. Kellozg,
upon the river Ilinois, fuw the remains of [ome former French fettle- |
ments, but no prefent inhabitants, fome twits of clover; and a few
European fruit-trees; this is what {ome French writers call the pro-
vince of Hanois (pérhaps corraptly for Ilinois! inhabited by above
16,000 whites; on the river llinois was a French forr, called fort
Louis or Creveceur.  Fiveleagues below the mouth of river Ilinois,
falls into the Miflifippi the great river Mifouris froin the north-weik.
Farther down is a French village and wind-will, fome maize, a few
vines, and other European produce, A little farther down the Mif-
fiffippi, falls in the river Owbache, Ohio, or Belle-Riviere ; it heads
near the weft branch of the Selquahana in Penfylvania. This is an-
| other rout for the French trade, and patrole to the mouth of the
‘ Miffifippi. Hereabouts the French traders and Mr. Kelloge ended
| their voyage, and returned to Montreal in Canada by the river Miamis,
i We may fuppofe that about 3% D. N, Lat 15 the boundary between
the French two general colonies of Canada and Louifiana of Mif-
fifliippi, and that their Capada trading licence exiends no fur-
ther,
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is one of Canada routs for their patrole and trade to the
Mifliliippt.

Cuickesavs feem to lie next to the Miamis, on the
eaftern’ fide of the Miflifippi; they are allies of and
traders with the people of Carolinas. The Cherokees
are next in courfe upon the eaft fide of Miflifippi river ;
but as they lie both fides, and upon the Apalachian moun-
tains, we fhall for method’s fake (method renders every
thing diftinct and eafy) refer it to the next range of
Indian nations.

We have givena general view of the more remote na-
tions of Indians, that is, of the nations that live north,
and weft, and fouth-weft of the greatriver St. Laurence,
and weft of the Apalachian mountains to the great river
of Miffiffippi : we now proceed to the next range that
lies from the mouth of St. Laurence river north, to the
bay of Apalachia in the gulph of Mexico fouth ; being
upon the fouth and fouth-eaft fide of the river St. Lau-
rence, aud eaft fide of the Apalachian mountains, or great
blue-hills y which reach from the [5] Niagara falls, in the
ftraits between lake Ontario and Erie N. lat. 43 D. to
the bay of Apalachia in N. lat. 3o D. Thefe mountains
are generally 300 miles from the Atlantic thore all the
runs of water from their eaft fide, fall into the Atlantic
ocean, and thofe from the weft-fide into the grand river
Miffiflippi.

1. ‘The Mikamakes of [’Accadie or Nova Scotia, fome
of them live along Cape-Sable fhore, fome at Green-Bay,
Menis, and Chicanicto, fome in Cape-Breton ifland, and
St. John’sifland : they do not much exceed 350 fight-
ing men; they continue in the French intereft, from our

[A] M. Vaudreuil, late governor-general of Canada, caufed thefe
famous falls to be narrowly examined ; reduced to a perpendicular
height, they were only twenty fix fathom ; father Hennopin writes it
100 fathom. 1t is true, that from the great fulls, it continues fiill to
dcfcend fomewhat further by ledges or ftaics,

bad
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- bad management ; notwithftanding that the whele pro-
vince was quit-claimed to us by the peace of Utrecht
1713 from this fame negleét or wrong conduct it pro- |
ceeds, that the French are-allowed to keep five miffions
in this province, wiz. That of Annapolis River, of '
Cape-Sable fhore, of Monis, of Chicanito, and St. J
John’sriver. The bifkop of Quebecin Canada is allowed
to be their fuperior and cenftituent, and they aét by his

t direction. :

[ The" Abnaquies, properly the New-England Indian l‘
nation, réach eaft and weft from the bay of Fundy (to !
defcribe the Indian nations as geographers in Europe do
countriés, by latitudes and longitudes, would be ftiff]

i pedantic, not accurate, and of no ufe) to Hudfon’s or
r New-York river and lake Champlian or Corlaer ; north
k and fouth from the St. Laurence or Canada great river, .
¥ to the Atlantic ocean.  They are in many tribes, but

B dwindle much and become lefs formidable; their in-

& tercourfe with the Britith and French has introduced ad-

1 ditional diftempers amongft them, particularly thofe

X which proceed from the immoderate ufe of {pirits, brandy

y or rum; hence they become more indolent, and are {

b ftraightned for fubfiftence ; their hunting fails them, they '

] have but few deer and beaver; a fmall mateer of Indian
corn ‘and Kkidney-beans, which their fquaas or women ,
plant, is at prefent a confliderable partof their fubfiftence; '
they confifted of many tribes, fome extinct, fome extin-

: guithing, and the others much reduced [7]; let us enume-

, rate them in their natural order. 1. The Indians of St. |

| John's river, thefe belong to Nova Scotia, and have a

[#] The proprietors of the eaftern lands in New-England, for fome
fcores of years, have heen much incommoded by the incurfions of
thefe Indians, which renders their interelt there a mere dead ftock ;
but very foon thefe Indians will not be capable to annoy them any
more, and by a law for fertling quiet poffeflion (this country be-
ing fo often fertled and unfettled, bought and fold, the various claims
are very intricate and title precarious) the lands there will become
valuable.

N 4 French
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French miffionary prieft; the mouth of St. John’s river,
in the bay of Fundy, is about ten leagues from Anna-
polis-Royal.  The St. John’s river Indians, in travelling
to Quebec, go up this long river, and {o on toa fhort
rapid river which falls into the river of St. Laurence afew
leagues below Quebee; they do not exceed 150 fighting
men, 2. Penoblcot Indians are within the Maffachufetts-
Bay grant, have a French miffionary; they lie upon a
great 'bay of the fame name; their numbers not exceedin
150 men fit to march ;. they travel to Quebec up the
{mall river of Penobfcot, which comes from the wefts
ward, and go on to Quenebec river a little above Taconic
falls, and thence follow the fame rout with the' Quenebec
Indians. 3. Sheepfcur Indians in the Maflachufetts
grant, upon a river of the fame name, which falls inta
Sagadahoc (formerly called Sagatawooke) river, or rather
bay; from the eaftward; not exceeding two or three
families exifting anno 1747. 4. Quenebec Indians, in the
forefaid grant, upon the river of the fame name; being the
ruiddle and principal river of Sagadahoc 5 their principal
fettlement or head-quarters is at Norridgwoag, about 100
miles up northward from the entrance of Sagadahoc ;
they were much reduced in their war or rebellion, in the
time of the wife adminiftration of William Dummer, Efq;
they have a French miffionary, and travel to Quebec up
Quencbec river, and from the head thereof, by feveral
ponds and carrying-places to the fhort rapid river La
Chaudiere, which falls into St. Laurence river, about four
leagues above Quebec; at prefent they do not exceed
fixty fighting men. 5. Amerefcogin Indians upon
Pegeplcut or Bruniwic river, which falls into the weft fide
of Sagadahoc, they may be faid to be extin&. 6, Pig-
wacket Indians on Saco river(they are in two fettlements)
Pigwoket and Offepec at Offepee pond (Lovel, and his
party of volunticrs were cut off by the Indians, anno
1724) lie about fifty miles about Winter-Harbour, the
mouth of Saco river; at prefent not exceeding a dozen
fighting men, and formerly travelled (at prefent they are
mn
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in the Britith intereft) to Quebec via Conne&icut river
up, and, St. Frangois river down to Canada river. 7.
The Pennycook Indians, upon Merrimac river in New-
Hampihire juri(diétion, but lately quite extinét. 8. The
Walnonoak Indians, on the river Puante, called the mif-

| fion of Befancourt, over-againft Les Trois Rivieres, thirty '
f leagues above Quebec, at this time in the Canada ju- ,
| rifdiction, about forty fighting men. 9. The Aroufegun- |
! tecook Indians, upon the river and miffion of St. Fran- |
i gois, about forty leagues above Quebec, in the Canada 7\
f jurifdiétion, not exceeding 160 men fit to march. 1o, |
k Mafiaffuc Indians, on the eaft or Dutch fide of lake .
g Champlain, in the French intereft, do not exceed fixty

=

fighting men. Thus the Abnaquie extenfive nation i
of Indians, does not exceed 640 fighting men fit to |
march.
The Iroquois Indians. We call them Mohawks, the
name of one of the five or {ix united nations; thus
the feven united provinces of the Belgic Netherlands.
are called Holland from the province of Holland ; and
the ten Spanith, now Auftrian, provinces there, are called
Flanders, from the province of Flanders : they head or '
: lie north of our provinces of New-York, Penfylvania, |
: Maryland, and fome partof Virginia ; the Senaccaas reach
) a great way down Sefquahana river; the tribe of about
| 100 fouls called Shaumakins, lie below the forks of Sel- ‘
! quahana, about 120 miles weft from the forks of De la
Ware river. In all public accounts, they are lately
called the fix nations of New-York friend Indians; the
] Tufcararoes, emigrants from the old Tufcararoes of
North-Carolina, lately are reckoned as the fixth ; we fhall
! reckon them as formerly. 1. The Mohawks ; they live
upon the Mohawks or Scheneétady river; they have a
caftle or village weitward from Albany forty miles, an-
other fixty-five miles weft from Albany: the number
of their fencible men about 160. 2. Oneideas, about
eighty miles from the Mohawks fecond village, confifting
of near 200 fighting men. 3. Onondagues, about
I‘NCII[){'-
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twenty-five miles farther (the famous Ofwego trading
place on the lake Ontario, about 200 miles welt from
Albany, is in their country) confift of about 2 50 men. 4.
Cayugeas, about feventy miles farther, of about 130
men. 5. Senckeas, further weft about %00 marching
fighting men. The fighting' men of the fiveor fix na-
vons of Mohawks, may be reckoned at 1500 men, and

extend from Albany weft about 4oo miles, lying in’

the New-York, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia
governments, in about thirty tribes or villages.  Befides
thefe, there 1s fettled a little above Montreal, a tribe of
fcoundrel runaways from the Mohawks ; they are called
Kahnuages, of about eighty men.

The Caowans,on the eaft fide of the A palachian moun-
tains, or great Blue-hills, are reduced to a fmall number ;
they lie weft of Virginia and North-Carolina 3 they live
north of Roanoke river. Lately our Indian traders have
found feveral practicable pafies crofs thefe mountains,
and keep ftores in their weft fide, or intervals of ridges;
they are in continued or natural enmity with the Tufcas
raroes.

The Tuscararozs lie between Roanoke and Pemlico
rivers in North-Carolina; do not exceed 200 fighting
men, being much reduced upon their North-Carolina
infurrection, anno 1711, and many of theirnation drove
off ; now fettled with the New-York five nations.

Caragaws in courfe lie fouth of the Tufcararoes, a
fmall nation, of about 300 men. The Catabaws, Chero-
kees, and fome of the Creeks, are not ftyled fubjeéts, but
allies and good friends of Great-Britain.

Caeroxees [£] live upon the fouthern parts and both
fides of the Apalachian mountains; are a populous exten-
five nation of about 6000'men,  Anno 1722, in 4 con-
grels with governor Nicholfon of South-Carolina, there

[#] The Cherokees are a conftant and fure barrier between the
French uwpon-the Miffiiippi and the Britifh colonies of Carolina: why
fhould not the Abnaquees, by zood management, be made 2 good bar-
rier between New England and Canada?

WEre
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were prefent of the lower and middle Cherokees the chiefs
of thirty-feven towns or tribes; and; with their confent
general Nicholfon appointed Wrofetafatow their com-
mander in chief.  The people of South-Carolina have a
confiderable trade or trucking factory at Tunifec, a Che-
rokee tribe upon the river Miffiffippi.

Creek: Indians of Florida about 2000 men. The
lower Crecks confift of eight to ten tribes, and run weft
to Flint river, which falls into the bay of Apalchia or gulf
of Mexico ; by inftigation of the Spaniards particularly
of St. Auguftine, are very troublefome to our Carolina
and Georgia fertlements, efpecially the adjoining tribe of
Yamafles. For inftance, anno 1719, there was fome
French and Spanifth projection againft Great-Britain in
embryo; the Abnaquies of New-England, by the infti-
gation of the French, began to be troublefome upon the
fame projection 5 this projection in Europe came to no
maturity.

HI. Indian families, or fmall tribes upon referved
lands, interfperfed with the Britith fettlements in North-
America. Upon the lower parts of the feveral rivers,
which run into the Atlantic ocean in the Britith fectle-
ments, are feveral fmall diftinct tribes or related families,
which are not reckoned as belonging to the farther inland
large nations : they extinguifh apace from the infection
of our European diftempers and vices; it can be of no
ufe to follow a detail of thefe perithing tranfitory fimall
tribes or families 5 as a fample I thall enumerate thofein
the province of Maffachufetts-Bay.

By act of the Maffachufetts-Bay affembly, anno 1746,
the Indian referves being diftinguithed into eight par-
cels, guardians, or managers, for thefe filly Indians were
appointed. 1. Upon the eaftern part of the promon-
tary or peninfula ot Cape-Cod, in the townthips of Truro,
Ealtham, Chatham, Harwich, and Yarmouth ; thefe In-
dians go by the feveral names of Pamet, Nofiet, Pachee,
Potowmaket (here is an Indian congregation with a mi-

nifter)
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nifter) Sochtoowoket, and Nobfcuffet. 2. The weftern
part of the faid peninfula of Cape-Cod in the townhips of
Barnftable, Sandwich, and Falmouth, called the Indians
of Wayanaes (the name of a formerly greateft fachem
in that country) or Hyaneas, Coftoweet, Mathpe, Wa-
quoit (Oyfter harbour) Scootin, and Saconoffet or Woods-
hole, the ferry-place to Martha’s-Vineyard. 3. ThelIn-
dians of the ifland of Nantucket about goo fouls, being
more than all the others together, are very ufeful in the
whale and cod-fithery. 4. Indians of Martha’s-Vineyard
ifland about 4505 lately many of them have gone to fetcle
in Nanrucket, being a place of better employment. 5¢
The Indians of Plymouth, Pembroke, and Middle-
borough, called Namafket. 7. The Nipmugs (formerly
comprehending all the fimall inland tribes from Connecti-
cut river to Merrimac river; Blackftone or Patucket river,
which falls into the Naraganfet-Bay, was formerly called
Nipmug river) formerly known by the names of Cuta-
mogs, or Nipnets, in the townfhips and diftriéts of Dud-
ley, Oxford, Woodftock, Killinfbay, and Douglafs ; the
Hafanamiffets in Grafton and Sutton ; the Nafthobies in
Littleton, Stow, .Acton, and Concord ; Nafhaways in
Lancafterand Groton. 7. TheIndian plantation of Natic,
with a minifter and falary from an Englifh fociety for
propagating the gofpel amongft the Indians in New-
England ; he officiates in Englifh, and his congregation
are moftly Englith; it lies about eighteen miles weft
from Bofton, not exceeding twenty families of Indians.
8. Puncopag Indians, in the townfhip of Stoughton, be-
ing three or four families. Befides thele, there is in the
S. W. corner of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay, about
twenty-five miles eaft from Hudfon’s or York river, a
fmall tribe of Indians, called Houfatonics, upon a river
of that name, called Weftenhoek by the Durch: they
are lately intermixed with the Englith in the townfhips of
Sheflield and Srockbridge.

Excepting the Indians of Nantucker and Martha's-
Vineyard (better employed) all the others in a few yfa_ll'ir-
wi
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will beextinét; moft of their men were perfuaded to en-~
lift as foldiers in the late expeditions to Cuba and Cartha-
gena againit the Spaniards, and to Cape-Breton, and
Nova Scotia againft the French ; f{carce any of them fur=
vived, and the names and memory of their tribes not
worth preferving.

In the other Britith colonies, where any tribes inter-
mixed with our fettlements require notice, they fhall be
mientioned in the proper fections. This article I profe-
cute no further.

ArTIicrLE IV.

Indian ewars with the Britifh eolonies in North-America.

HEN the country of the Indians at war with us,

lies upon our frontiers, but without our grants, I
call it a war in the common acceptation ; 1If within our
grants, but without our fettlements, I call it an eruption,
in our proclamations againft them it is called rebellion,
as in all the New-England wars with the Abnaquies ; if
mtermixed with our fettlements, it is an infurreion, fuch
were the wars of the Pequods, anno 1637, and of king
Philip and his confederates, anno 1675.

In this article I only mention the Indian infurreftions
or commotions which happened from the firft landing
of the Englith in the Americancountries, until the Britifh
[/] .revolution in favour of the Prince of Orange, anno
1688 : after this period, though our Indian wars were
generally executed by the bordering Indians, they were
under the influence, and by the direétion of the Canada
French; therefore I do not reckon them as mere Indian

[/] The revolution ina firi& fenfe, was not the landing of the
prince of Orange, afterwards king Witiiam of blefled memory ; it
was a parliamentary exclufion of all the Popifh branches of the Britith
royal family, and {ettling the {ucceffion to the crown in the Proteftant
branches thereof.

WAars,
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wars, but as French wars in- America; they wentpar
paffe with the Britith and French wars in Europe, and be-
ing intermixed with the European and New-England
Britith -expeditions againft Canada, Nova Scotia, or
L. Accadie, and Cape-Breton; or L’lfle Royale, we
fhall give fome fhort account of them in the proper
feétions:

A detail of the fmall Indian fkirmifhes, atour firft
fetcling, can be of no ufeful information, and at' this
diftance of time is no amufement. A rafcally fellow,
Capt. Hunt, anno 1614, by ftealth carried off fome In-
dians, and in the Mediterranean of Europe, fold them to
the Spaniards as Moors captivated from Barbary ; this
occafioned 4 diffidence and difguft againft the Englifh
traders upon that coaft for fome time. In New-England,
excepting the Indian wars with the Pequods 1637, dnd
with the Packenokets (called king Philip’s war) and ‘their
confederates, anno 1675 ; and the French Indian wars
with us during king William’s and queen-Anne’s warsin
Furope; and an eruption anno 1722, to 1725, when the
French and Spaniards were hatching a waragainft us. in
Europe, which proved abortive; and our prefent war
with theé French and their aflociated Indians ; we had no
Indian war of any kind. It is true, there have been
private rencounters between the Englith and Indians at
times from fudden fights of paffion or drunkennefs; as
happens all the world over.

Upon good enquiry it will be found, that our properly
fpeaking Indian wars have not been fo frequent, o tedi-
ous, and fo defolating, as is commonly reprefented in too
ftrong a light (hunger-ftarved, and cold-ftarved were our
greatelt hardfhips in fettling ;) In New-England our only
Indian wars, properly fo called, were the Pequod war,
anno 1637, which lafted three months ; and king Philip’s
war, anno 1675, apd 1676, of about fourteen months
continuance ; and the war of 1722, to 1725.

_ In our northern parts, the Indians generally appear
in fmall fkulking parties, with yellings, fhoutings, and
antic
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antic poftures, inftead of trumpets and drums; their
Indian wood-cry is jo-hau ; their war-cry may be ex-
ruﬂld woach, woach, ha, ha, hach, woach,

“he Indians are not wanderers like the [artar:, but
are ramblers' and in time of war, according to the
feafons, they may be annoyed at their head-quarters,
and ambufcaded or way-laid at their carrying or land
travelling places. Their retreats or ftrong places are
the fwamp> (copfes in a morafs.) Dy, Cotton Mather,
with good propriety calls it, being infwamped, in imi-
tation of the Furopean term intrenched. Like the
French in Europe, without regard to faith of treaties,
they fuddenly break out into furious, rapid outrages
and devaftations ; but foon retire precipitately, having
no ftores for {fubfiftence ; the country is not cleared and
cultivated. Their captives if they ficken, or are other-
ways incapable of travelling, rthey kill them, and fave

their fcalps 5 the Englifh thus captivated are fold to

French families in Canada, but redeemable upon reim-
burfing the price paid, by an order from the governor-
general of Canada.

Their head-warriors are men noted for ftrength and
courage ; fometimes in their wars they chule a tempo-
rary chief of all the tribes of one nation engaged
(at times fome particular tribe or village have declined
joining in war with the gunf-ral nation.) Thus the Nian-
tics in the Pequod war; thus the Saco Indians in the
prefent war, or rebellion of the Abnaquies; but not
with a Roman dictarorial power : anno 1676, Mada-
cawando of Penobfcot was chief of all tht: eaftern or
Abnaquie Indians, and Squando of Saco was his lecond;
anno 1637, Saffacous was chief of the Pequod caltles or
villages. _

Qur fcouts or Indian hunters, in the time of war,
carry packs, which at firft fetting out may weigh 70 wt.
being about thirty (m 5 psovlhu of biftuit, or parched
Indian corn, falt pork, fugar and ginger to quality,and

animate their drink, whic h is water :  their method of

lodging,
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lodging, pitching, or camping at nigiit, is in pareels of
ten or twelve men to a fire ; they lie upon brufh, wrapt
up in a blanket, with their feet to the fire.

Towards the better underftanding of the Pequod or
Poquot, and king Philip’s wars, it may be proper to
know the firuation and circumftances of their adjoining
Indians, as they were anno 1637. Along fhore firft
were the Cape-Cod, peninfula Indians in feveral tribes;
the Nantucket, and Martha’s-Vineyard iftand Indians;
thefe were always in friendfhip with the Englith fettlers ;
next were the Pocaflets (at prefent called Seconet) of
about 300 fighting men; the Pockanokets, or king
Philip’s men, about ioo fighting men ; the Nipmugs,
adjoining to the Pockanokets inland, in feveral tribes,
extending from Connedticut river to Merrimack river ;
the Naraganfets from Naraganfet-Bay to Pakatuke
river, the boundary between Conneéticut and Rhode-
ifland colonies, about 1000 men; the Pequods from
Pakatuck river to near Hudfon’s or New-York river,
the Moheags at the head of New-London or Thames
river, about 406 men ; the Conneéticut river Indians
in feveral tribes.

Pequop war. The occafions of this war were, 1. A
barbarous warlike nation ; they killed, anno 1634, cap-
tains Stone and Norton, traders. 2. Lords Say and
Brook 1636, building a fort at the mouth of Connecti-
cut-river, near their head quarters, offended them. 3.
Their continued killing, upon Conneéicut-river, of Eng-
lith traders, upon frivolous pretences, to the number of
‘thirty ; at length the Englifh could not avoid a proper
refentment. '

Anno 1635, July 15, the affociated colonies of New-
England made a league offenfive and defenfive with the
fix Naraganfet fachems : by one of the articles, the Na-
raganfet Indians confirm all former grants of lands made
to the Englifh, A The Naraganfet and Pequods were not
cordial friends with one another,

1637,
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1637, in May 20, a body of feventy-feven Englifh,
fixty Connecticut-river Indians, 200 Naraganfet Indians,
100 Niantics (a village of the Pequods in friend(hip with
the Englifh) and twenty men from the garrifon of Say-
brooke-fort, under the direction of [m] captain Mafon,
afterwards deputy-governor of Conneficut (the 160
men from Maifachuiettq Bay under Mr. Stoughton, and
the fifty men from Plymouth colony, had not then
joined them) took and burnt the Pequod fort near My-
ftic river (this river divides Stonington from Grotten in
Connemcur) and killed about 140 Indians: a great
body of Pequods came down ftom their nur*r’lbommg
principal fort, but the Englith and their auxiliary In-
dians made a good retreat to their boats; in all they
had only two men killed, and fixteen wounded. The
Englifh purfued the Pequods from {wamp to fwamp with
great havock : at length, in a {wamp of Fairfield, to-
wards New-Netherlands, they were routed ; their cap-
tivated children were fent to Bermudas, and fold for
flaves. Saffacous, their leading fachem, with about thirty
more Pequods, fled to the Mohawks, and were murdered
by them. In lefs than three months war, aboutr 700
Pequods were deftroyed, and that nation reduced to abovit
200 men, who fued for peace ; which was granted them
upon condition of their abandoning their name and
country, which accordingly they did, and ihcorporated
themfelves with fhe Naraganfets .and 1 Moheags [#].
N. B. They had not many fire-arms.

After the Pequod war, there were at times between
the Indians and Englifh private mutual injuries, fome-
times more general mifunderftandings, and threatened
ruptures; but the union offenfive and defenfive of the

[#] This captain Mafon, for his good fervice, had a colony grant
of a Iarge extent of land ; thefe lands are now in difpute between the
colony of Cennecticut and Mr, Mafon's heirs.

[#] Perhaps fome expedient of this natare might be ufed with re-

gard to fome of the incorrigible clans of Higblanders in the nerthern
and wellern parts of Scotland.

VYo, I, O united
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united colonies of New-England awed them. By this
union the proportions were, Maffachufetts: 100, Ply-
mouth, Hartford, and New-ldaven, each forty-five men ;
this union was made anno 1643, the 1gth day.of the
third month.

Anno 1645 and 1646, the Naraganfets were private-
ly hatching an infurreftion, but were foon™ brought
to an open declaration of a fettled friendfhip with the
Englifh.

1653, the [o] Dutch of New Netherlands were form-
ing a confederacy with our Indians, to cutoff all the

[¢] The Dutch have generally been called our natural and goad
friends, butas there can be no real friendfhip amongft rivals in trade,
it 15 a maxim with merchants, there is no friendfbip in trade ; the
Dutch carry this higher, rhat there is no bumanity in trade; we ought
to be equally jealous of the French and Dutch. The French faith is
in our times as notorioufly bad, as the Puwica and Graca fides was in
ancient times, therefore I fhall not enumerate any inftances of it
I fhall give a few inftances how faulty the Dutch have been in this
refpect. 1. Not long after we had relieved them from the Spanifh
bondage in their vaderland, or native country, they maffacred our
faftory at Amboyna in the Eaft-Indies; never to he forgiven nor for-
gotten. 2 In our New-England wars with the Pequod Tndians, anno
1637, and with king Philip’s Indians, ‘anno *67¢, ‘they fupplied our
enemy Indians with ammaunition, &e. from New-York and Albany.
3. Anno 1653, when the Englifh and Dutch were at war in Eorope,
our Dotch neighbours of New-Netherlands had formed aplor, in con-
junétion with the Mohawks and eaftern Indians, to cut off the Britith
colonies in New-England ; but a peace in Europe foon happening,
prevented this maffacre. 4. A few years fince in theifland ‘of’ Java in
the Eaft-ludies, in the fuburbs and country adjacent to Batavia, were
fettled about go,000 Chinele, multiplying very fafty the Dutch,
jealous of their numbers and growth, upon a pretended umbrage of
an intended infurreétion, furprized, in cold blood, and maflacred many
thoulands of them, in order to reduce their numbers: gain is their
God; to this they facrifice every thing; even their own {pecies, man-
kind, 5. In the autumn, anno 1746, when a French fquadron in-
vaded Fort St. George in the Ealt-Indies, the Englith women of the
town and its territory fled to Pallicut, a Dutch fettlement, three hours
or twelve miles north from St, George's; but the Dutch would not °
receive them. 6. The filent confent of the Dutch to the French at-
tacking and taking of the Auftrian ‘towns in the Netherlands: itis
fufpefted in all our battles or engagements againft the Frenc‘hinFK‘nders

CW=
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New-England fettlements, but a peace between England
and Holland prevented it.

Anno 1654, the Naraganfet and Niantic Indians made
war againft the Montaoke Indians at the eaft end of
Long-ifland; but the united colonies of New-England,
by ftting out 270 foot and forty horfe, foon brought
the Naraganfets to an accommodation.

PaconoreT, or xixve Privre’s war., Mafaloit,
chief of the Wampanogoes, whereof Paconoket or Mount
Hope Neck was a tribe, was a good friend to the firlt
Plymouth fettlers, He left two fons, Wamfucket and
Metacomet ; at their own defire the government of Ply-
mouth gave them the Englith names of Alexander and
Philip ; Alexander died anno 1662 ; Philip, by a formal
inftrument to the government of Plymouth anno 1671,
reftriCted himfelf from difpofing of any of his lands with-
out their confent.

This Philip, fachem of the Wampanogoes or Pacano-~
ket Indians, was naturally a man of penetration, cun
ning; and courage ; . he..formed a deep. plot anno 1375,
to extirpate the Englith of New-England: with pro-
found fecrecy he effe¢ted an extenfive confederacy with
other tribes of Indians, viz. Pocaflet, Naraganfets, Nip-
mugs, Conneéticut-river Indians, feveral tribes of the
Abnaquies our eaftern Indians. The Canada French
were in the fcheme, and, by their emiffaries, endeayoured
to keep up the fpirit of infurrection;, the Dutch. from
Albany were fufpected of fupplying thefe Indians with
ammunition. By the New-Plymouth grant, we find the
Pacanoket Indians extended up Patuket or Blackitone,
tormerly Nipmug-river, to the Nipmug country ; -but

- . D
this boundary could not be afcertained by the late com-

this war,, that the Datch general officers had private inftruétions,. 1
give avay, as if in collufion with the French conrt. "The Dutch is ad
cligarchy, or'a government of few, and therefore liable to'corruption;
and would even bring their own country to a market; and fell one an-
other upon oceafion.  The Dutch, if they vould be fincere, are, our
moft natural allies againft the encroaching French,

2 miffioners
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miffioners for fettling the line between Plymouth and
Rhode-ifland colonies.

Philip began hisinfurrection June 24, 1675, by killing
nine Englithmen in Swanzey, adjoining to Mount-
hope, his head quarters. The Englifh fufpefting the Na-
raganfets, a powerful nation, might join Philip, marched
an armed force into the Naraganféet country, and awed
them into a treaty of peace and friendfhip ; but notwith-
flanding (fuch is Indian Faith) they joined Philip, as
will appear in the fequel.

Beginning of July, the Poeaffets begin hoftilities. In
a Pocaffet fwamp, king Philip and his confederate Po-
caffets, were environed by the Englifh, but by night
made their efcape to the Nipmug country, leaving about
100 women and children. Middle of July, the Nip-
mugs begin hoftilities by depredations in Mendon.
Auguft 25, the Connecticut-river Indians begin hofti-
lities by annoying the neighbouring Englith feetle-
ments.

In Auguft the eaftern Indians, viz. Pennycooks of
Merrimack, Pigwokets of Saco, and Amarefcogins of
Pegepfcut-rivers break out, and by December they killed
about fifty Englith, with their own lofs about ninety
Indians. The feverity of the winter brought thefe tribes
of eaftern Indians to a formal peace; but by folicitation
of Philip they broke out again next fummer, and were
joined by the Quenebec Indians, kill feveral Englifh;
and deftroy their ftock ; but Philip being killed, they

_ foon came in and fubmitted. :

The enemy Indians; imagining that upon the footing
of the late treaty, the Englifly would deem the Naragan-

. fets as neutrals, in winter retired to the Naraganfet

country ; but for very good reafons, the Englifh, jealous
of the Naraganfets, fent thither rooo men, 527 whereof
from Maflachufetts, under the command of governor
Winflow of Plymouth; they were increafed to 1500
men by an addition of fome neighbouring friend In-

aians;; December 19, they attack the Indians in their
fort
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fort or fwamp, and killed about 700 Indians, beéfides wo-
men and children, with the lofs of about eighty-five
Englifh killed, and 150 wounded ; the fwamp is called
Parry-fquamicut.

Notwithftanding this difafter, the Indians had fkulk-
ing parties out all winter; they kept the field better
than the Englith, and harraffed our people much; they
did damage in the town of Plymouth, and within a few

I miles of Bofton, and the Englifh were obliged to keep
clofe in garrifon-houfes. In the fpring, the Mohawks f
having fome difference with the Abnaquies, favoured the ‘"
Englith; and the Indians being much harraffed by fa-
mine (they had little produce, becaufe of the war, from |

; their planting grounds laft crop) fevers and fluxes, the ‘.}
Maffachufetts government very wifely iffued a proclama- ],
tion July 8, 1676, promifing the hopes of a pardon to
all Indian enemies or rebels, who fhould come in within
fourteen days. Many {ubmitted, many withdrew to their
refpective peculiar abodes ; fome rravelled weftward to-
wards Hudfon’s river, were purfued and killed. Philip 1
was reduced to {kulk about, and, in a fwamp of Mount ’}
Hope, his own country, with fix or feven of his followers
was killed Auguft 12, 1676. : :

During Philip’s war about 3000 Indians were killed,
captivated, and fubmitted ; the Naraganfets from a large ;
body reduced to about r00 men. The war being over, [
about 400 Indians by order met at major Waldron’s of I
Catchecho; 200 were culled our, whe had been notori- |
oufly, wicked, and mifchievous; of thefe a few fuffered i
death; the others (of the 200) were tranfported and fold 1
for flaves. .i

King Philip’s, or Briftol neck, was fold towards de-
fraying the charges of the war, and afterwards, by thg
general court, incorporated by the name of Briftol with
fome peculiar privileges and exemptions.

The colony of Conneticut was fcarce touched in this
war. 'We have no record of Rhode-ifland affiftance. ,

O3 After i ’
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After Philip’s war, there were no more infurretions
or'rebellions of our intermixed Indians: the followin
wars were by eruptions and incurfions of the' Indians
within our grants, but without our fettlements, by in-
ftigation of our natural enemies the French of Canada,
viz. from autumn anno 1688 (fome fhort truces inter-
vening) to Jan. 7, anno 1698-g, and from Aug. 16,
anno 1703, to July 17, anno 1713, and from ipring
1744, when there were mutual declarations of war in
Europe of the Britith and French ; this war ftill fubfifts
at this prefent writing September, 1547.  Here we may
obierve, that our eaftern Indians in this pending war have
not annoyed our fettlements eaftward, being called off by
the French to Crown-Point; from Crown-Point the
French and their Indians have done confiderable damage
upon the New- York and Maffachufetts weftern frontiers ;
and to Nova Scotia, by invefting the fort of Anna-
polis-Royal; and by the maffacre of our people at Menis,
they have confiderably incommoded us. The late dif-
afters of the French expeditions, under the duke d’An-
ville and M. La Jonquiere, againft Cape-Breton, Nova
Scotia, and our other fettlements in North- America,
have made the French defift from any further enter-
prizes in Nova Scotia and our eaftern Indians, being dif-
mifled from that fervice, have lately appeared againft our
forts of Pemaquid and Georges.

Our wars with the Indians in the reigns of king
William and of queen Anne, and the prefent war, are
intermixed with expeditions from Europe ; they are not
merely Indian ; we refer them to the fubfequent feétions.

Governor Dummer’s war againft the Indians may be
teckoned purely Indian, we fhall give fome fhort account

:of it. . The Canada French perceiving our eaftern fettle-

ments advance apace, fet their Quenebec miffionary, fa-
ther Ralle a jefuite, to work; he made thefe Indians
jealous of the Englifh, by telling them, that thefe lands
were given by God unalienably to the Indians and their
children for ever, according to the chriftian facred ora-

cles,
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cles. . Anno 1717, the Indians began to murmur, and
after fome time gave the Englifh fectlers formal warning
to leave the lands within a fet time; at the expiration of
that time they committed depredations, by deftroying
their cattle and other ftock: the miffionary, with 2
prieftly hear, began the affair too precipitately, before
the receiving of directions from France, as appears by a
letter from M. Vandreuil, governor-general of Canada,
to this father, * He could not tell how far he might
““intermeddle in the affair, until he had particular in-
¢ ftructions from the council of the navy in France;”
all the French colonies are under the direftion of that
board : and the fmall-pox (which the Indians with good
reafon dread) prevailing in New-England, anno 1721,
prevented a declared rupture until anno 1722, July 53
the government .of Maffachufetts-Bay proclaimed them
rebels, and ordered rco/. per fcalp to volunteers fitted
out at their own charge, and afterwards 4s. per day be-
{ides.. Our moft confiderable action againft them was
at Noridgwoag of Quenebec river, Auguft 12, anno
17245 their fighting men being juft come home from
fcouting.  Captain Harman, with 200 men in feventeen
whale-boats go up Quenebec river, furprize the Indians
at Naridgwoag, bring off twenty fix Indian fcalps, and
that of father Ralle; Indians killed and drowned, in
their flight crofs the river, were computed to be eighty.
Captain Lovel, a volunteer with forty-four men, fers
out, via Offipi pond, for Pigocket, was intercepted by
about feventy Indians; he and about fourteen of his
men were killed, and many wounded.

The French and Indians of Nova Scotia were con-
cerned in this war ; they made a vain affault upon the
fort of Annapolis-Royal, and did fome damage at
Canfo.

The delegates from the five or fix New-York Indian
nations, and from the Moheign or Hudlon’s river In-
dians, and from the Scatacocks, came to Bofton, re-

O 4 ceived
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ceived prefents, gave fair promifes of acting in our fa-

vour, but did nothing,. s

We fent commiffioners to the governor-general of

Canada, to expoftulate with him concerning his ens

couraging the Indian depredations, and to reclaim capsi
tives : his anfwer was, That thefe Indians were inde«

pendent nations, and not under his diretion; this was
a mere evafion.

After many bickerings, by good management in the.
wife adminiliration of lieutenant-governor Dummer,’
the Indians begged and obtained a ceffation of arms,
Dec. 15, anno 1725, and 3 peace the May following at
Calco ; faving to the Indians all their lands not hitherto
conveyed, with the privilege of hunting, fowling, and
fithing as formerly : figned by the Noridgwoag, Penob-
{cot, St, John’s, and Cape-Sable Indians. :

Three or four years fince, fome interfperfed Indians
in Maryland were troublefome, and occafionally killed
fome Englifhmen ; they were foon quelled.

In Virginia, in the beginning, the Indian incurfions re-
tarded them much; anno 1610, from 500 they were
reduced to eighty ; from 1712, there was uninterrupted
peace with the Indians till 1622 ; by a fudden general
infurreétion, they maflacred 347 Englifh people, reckon-
ed at that time half of the coleny. Sir John Harvey, a
very arbitrary governor, encroached much upon the In-
dians by making enormous grants of their lands y this
occafioned another maffacre from the Indians anno 1639,
500 Englifh were cut off, efpecially about the head of
York river ; this was foon over, and peace lafted
many years. Anno 1676, fome mutual murders happened
between the Englith and Indians in the out-fettlements,
Bacon, a hotheaded young gentleman of the council, be-
caulfe, as he thought, the affembly was too dilatory in fit-
ting out againft the Indians; in contempt of the govern-
ment, and without a proper commiffion, inlifting foldiers
of his own accord, occafioned an inteftine civil mutiny
of
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of the white people againft the government, and obliged
the governor Berkley to fly to the remote county of Acco-
mack upon the eaftern fhore of Chefepeak-Bay : to quell
this commotion a regiment of {oldiers was fent from Eng-
land; but Bacon dying, the commotion was over, be-
fore the regiment arrived: this corps continued there
three years, and were difbanded in Virginia; Bacon's
body could not be found to be expofed to infamy. This
anticipates, but at the fame time it helps to fharten the
fection of Virginia. '

In Norru-CaroLiNa, anno 1711, in November the
Cape-Fear Indians broke out, and deftroyed about twenty
families, and much ftock: by fuccours from Virginia and
South-Carolina, they were foon reduced ; and many of
the Tufcararoes obliged to take refuge amongft the New-
York Indian nations, where they continue, and are gene-
rally called the fixth nation,

SECT.. IV

General remarks concerning the Britith colonies in
America

HE fubje®-matters of this fection according to

my firft plan, are prolix, being various and copious,

and perhaps would be the moft curious and informing
piece of the performance to fome readers; but as many
of our readers in thefe colonies feem impatient for our
entering upon the affairs of their feveral fettlements, we
fhall contract the prefent fection, and thall defer {everal
articles to the appendix ; fuch as, the rife, progrefs, and
prefent {tate of the pernicious paper-currencics ; {fome acs
count of the prevailing or endemial difeafes in our North-
America colonies, and many other loofe particulars; the
various feftaries in religion, which have any footing in
our

< —
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our American colonies, fhall be enumerated in the feétion
of Rhode-ifland, where we find all degrees of feCtaries
(fome perhaps not known in Europe) from [2] wo ReLi-

1 Some facetious gentlemen, perhaps, ufe too much of a farcaftic
freedom with our colony governments : for inftance, that, in the fmall
colony of R de T d, Axarcuy is their civil conftitution s
no Renicion is in the room of an ecclefiaftical conftitution, and
they who are of any well-regulated religion are non-conformiftss in
fea-affairs they are the PorTo-Rico of New-England ; formany years
they have been the moft noted paper-money bankers or Bonsrers'in
New-Iingland, but at prefent are in this cafe eclipfed by a more
eminent cuterprifing neighbouring colony : by this contrivance in over-
ftretching a provincial public paper credit, they may, in fome fenfe, be,
faid to have become bankrupts. At prefent they pay 24. 34. in the
pound ; fuch is the prefent difference between 3 L (the price of one
ounce of Mexico filver fandard, Ottober 1747) denomination depre-
ciated, and 65 84, the price of filver, the rate at which their notes
of credit were firlt emitted.

To render this intelligible to the loweft capacities : if this lofing
negotiation of public bills of credit proceeds, a Britith half-penny will
exchange for a fhilling New-England bafe currency, and a corkin pin
for a penny in fmall change. -

Oldmixon, an erroncous feribler, in his Britith empire in America,
printed in London 1708 (be died 1742) without any defign feems to
favour the other colonies of New-England ; he writes, the government
of Rhode-ifland is ftill {eparate from that of New-England.

No religion (I hope the above charadter may admit of confiderable
abatements) is inconfilent with fociety, The form of the judicial
oath in that colony, * Upon the peril of the penalty of perjury,™ feems
not to anfwer the intention of an oath, which is a folemn invocation of
God’s judgments hereafter, over and above the penalties which may
be inflited in this world ; thus by cunning and fecrecy they may
evade the one, bur by no means can be fuppoled to efeape the other.
Itis true, that in Great-Britain the affirmation of Quakers, and m
Holland the declaration of the Menifts, are equivalent to our oaths.
Upon the other hand, the frequency of oaths upon {mall occafipns,
males them too familiar, and by taking off the folemnity and awe of
an oath renders them nearly vpon a par with ccﬁnmon profane
fwearing ; the many oaths in the feveral branches of the revenue,
particularly in the cuftoms, are of bad effect; hence the proverb,
a cuftom houfe oath, that is, an eath that may be difpenfed with.
Qaths give a profligate man of no religion (that is, who does not
thinle himfelf bound by an oath) a vait advantage over an honeft
confcientions religious man: the famé may be faid of the facramental
telts of conformity, and occafional conformity pradiifed by the church
of England,

GION
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cion to that of the moft wild enthufiafts. « Religious
affairs, fo far as they may in fome manner 1ppertam to
the conftitution of the colonies, make an article in this
fection.

ArTicLE L

Concerning our firfi diftoveries of, and trade to the Britih
North Americay e ...,L, it was by royal gramts, pa
teats, and charters divided into the LC[Q:L&J at prefent

Subfifting

N page 109, &c. | gave fome anticipating account

of thele our firlt difcoveries. 1 fhall further add :

Sebaftian Cabot, commiffioned by king Henry V1I of
England, to endeavour difcoveries of the north-welt paf-
fage to Chinaand the Eaft-Indies, anno 1497, dilcovered
and took poffeflion, according to the forms ufed in thofe
times, of all the eaftern coalt of North- America, from
about the north polar circle to Cape Florida, (as is re-
lated) in the name of the crown of England ; the Cabots
had a royal Englith grant of the property of all lands they
fhould difcover and fettle weftward of Europe ; they
made no fettlement, and their grant dropt.

Sir Walter Raleigh a favourite, by order of queen
Elizabeth, anno 1584, fent two veflels toNorth-America,
to land people that were to remain there; they landed
at Roanoke in North-Carolina, where they remained and
planted for fome fhort time. Raleigh gave to all that
part of America the name Viroinia, in honour or
memory of the virginity of queen Elizabeth ; a conti-
nued but fmall trade was carried on from England to
thefe countries for fome time, and, by landing at times
in fundry places, took farther pofieffion for the crown of
England.

Anno 1606, April 1o, king James in one patent incor-
porated two companies called the fouth and north Virgi-
pia companies; the fouth Virginia company to reach

from
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from 34 D. to 41 D. N. Lat. They began a fettlement,
anno 1607, on Chefepeak-Bay, and this part of the
country retains the name Virginia in a peculiar man-
ner to this day; here we mult drop it, and reaffume
in the proper fection of Virginia: the north Virginia
company, called alfo the weft-country company, had K-
berty to fettle upon the fame eaftern coaft of America
from 38 D. to 45 D. N, Lat. They kept a conftant fimall
trade on foot, and fometimes wintered afhore, as, for
inftance, at Sagadahoc anno 1608 ; but made no formal
lafting fettlement, until that of New-Plymouth anno
1620 ; hére we muft ftop, and reaffume in the fe@tions of
New-England colonies.  Thefe fettlements were to have
been at roo miles diftance from one another, that is,
from. their chief place; each territory or colony was to
extend fifty miles both ways along fhore, and roo miles
back into the country, fo as to make a diftriét of 100
miles fquare: thus from the gulph of St. Laurence to
Cape-Fear we fhould have had feven colonies of equal
dimenfions, but not of equal quality ; at prefent in that
fpace we have about a dozen colonies very unequal and
irregular, becaufe granted at different times; moft of
them run back into the wildernefs indefinitely. This
Eatcnt did not fubfift long; the companies were managed

y prefidents and council, but in a few years, made a
furrender. - The Dutch took the opportunity to fit down
in fome parts of the degrees of laritude, that were in
common to both companies, and kept poffeffion of pro-
perty and jurifdiction, almoft threeftore years.

Capt. Henry Hudfon, anno 1608, difcovered the mouth
of Hudfon’s river in N. L. 40 D. 30 M. upon his own
account, as he imagined, and fold it, or rather impérted
the difcovery to the Dutch. The Dutch made fonte fet-
tlements there, but were drove off by Sir Samuel Argol,
-governor of a fecond Virginia-company, anno 1618, be-
caule within the limits of that company’s grant; but
anne 1620, king James gave the Dutch fome liberty of
refrefhment for their fhips bound to Brazils, which they

4 afterwards
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afterwards in the times of the civil wars and confufions
in. England, improved to the fettling of a colony there;
which they called New-Netherlands, comprehending all
the prefent provinces of New-York and New-Jerfies; and
{fome part of Penfylvania. Their principal {ettlementswere
New-Amfterdam, at prefent called the city of New-York
on Hudfon’s river, and fort Cafimir, fince called New=
Caftle upon Delaware river, weft fide of it; Hudfon’s
river was called by the Dutch, Nord-Rivier, and Dela«
ware river was called Zuid-Rivier. Beginning of king
Charles the fecond’s reign, by conqueft 1664, and the
{fubfequént ceflion by the Breda treaty 1667, it reverted
to the crown of England. The further account of this
territory belongs to the fections of New-York and New-
Jerfies. '

We may in general obferve, that fpices, precious
ftones, gold, filver, other metals and minerals, were the
firft inducemeénts and objeéts of our Eaft and Weft-India
difcoveries (the trade for tobacco, rice, fith; furs, fkins,
and naval {tores, feem to have been only incidental.) As
thefe did not fucceed, our firft endeavours or adventures
for fettlements did not proceed.

From hiftorical obfervations during the laft century
and half, we may learn many of the fuccefsful methods to
be ufed, and the inconveniences-to be avoided, in fettling
of colonies.

ArTicrLe .

Concerning the general nature and conftitution of the Britifh
North-Amierica colonies.

L. L our American {ettlements are properly colonies,

not provincesas they are generally called: province
refpeéts a conquered people (the Spaniards in Mexicoand
Peru may perhaps in propriety bear this-appellation) un-
der a jurifdiction impofed upon them by the conqueror;

colonies are formed, of national people, e. g, Britifh in
the

Qg ——
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the Britifh colonies, tranfported to form a fettlement in
a forcign or remote country.

The firft fertlers of our colonies were formed from
various forts of people. 1. Laudably ambitious adven-
turers. 2. The mal-contents, the unfortunate, the ne-
ceflitous from home. 3. Tranfported criminals. ‘The
prefent proportion of thefe ingredients in the feveral
plantations varies much, for reafons which thall be men-
tioned in the particular fections of colonies, and does
depend much upon the condition of the firft fettlers:
fome were peopled by rebel Tories; fome by rebel
Whigs (that principle which at one time is called loyalty,
at another time is called rebellion) fome by church of
England men 3 fome by Congregationalifts or Indepen-
dents 3 fome by Quakers, fome by Papifts (Maryland and
Monferrat) the moft unfit people to incorporate with our
conftitution.

Colonies have an incidental good effedt; they drain
from the mother-country the difaffected and the vicious
(in the fame manner, fubfequent colonies purge the
more ancient colonies 3) Rhode ifland and Providence-
plantations drained from Maffachufetts-Bay the Antino-
mians, Quakers, and other wild fectaries. Perhaps in
after-times (as it is at times with the lord-lieutenants
and other high officers in Ireland) fome mal-contents of
figure, capable of being troublefome to the adminiftra
tion at home, may be fent in fome great offices to the
plantations.

In our colonies we have four forts of people. 1, Ma-
fters, that is planters and merchants. 2. White fervants.
3. Indian fervants. 4. Slaves for life, moftly Negroes.
‘White fervants are of two forts, viz. poer. people from
Grear-Britain, and Ireland moltly ; thefe are bound, er
fold as fome exprefs it, fora certain number of years, to
reimburfe the tranfporting charges, with forne additional
profit ; the othersare criminals judicially eran{ported, and
their time of exile and fervitude fold by certain under-
takers, and their agents. ;

In
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In our American fettlements, generally the defignations
are, Province, where the king apy >OINtS @ GOVErnor ;
colony, where the freemen cleét their own governor's ‘this
cuftomary acceptation is not univerfal 5 Virginia is called
a colony, perhaps becaufe formerly a Lolony, and the
molt ancient.

We have fome fettlements with a governor only;
others with governor and “council, fuch as Newfound-
land, Nova Scotia, Hudfon’s- Bay, dnd Georgia, without
any houfe or negative deputed by the metcrs, according
to the effence of a Britith conflitution: thefe, may be
faid, not colonized.

There are various forts of royal grants of colonies.
1. To one or more perfonal proprietors, their heirs and
affigns ; fuch are Maryland and Penfylvania y both pro-
perty and government. 2. The property to pu‘loml
proprietors ; the government and jurifdition in the
crown ; this is the ffate of the Carolinas and Jerfeys. 3.
Propeity and government in the crown, wiz. Virginia,
New-York, and New-Hampthire, commonly called
Pifcataqua. 4. Property in the people and their repre-
fentatives, the government in the crown; as is Maffa-
chufetts- qu. 5. Property and government in the gover-
nor and company, called the freemen of the colony, fuch
are Connedticut and Rhode-ifland.

This laft feems to be the molt efectual method of the
firft fertling and peopling of a colony. Mankind are na-
turally defirous of a parity and leveling, without any fixed
fuperiority ; but when a fociety is come to maturity, a
more diftinét fixed fubordinationis found to be requifite.
Conneéticut, Rhode-ifland, and fome of the proprietary
governments, are of opinion, that they are notobhg&d 1o
attend to, or follow, any inftruétions or orders from their
mother-country, or court of Great-Britain. - They donot
fend their laws home to the plantation-offices to be pre-
fented to the king in council for 1pprobation or difal-
lowance : they aITamc the command of the milicia, which
by the Britith conftitution, is a prerogative of ‘the

4 crown,
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crown. Some time ago, they refufed not only a preven-
tive cuftom-houfe office; but likewife a court of vice-
admiralty’s officers appointed from home; but thefe
points they have given up, efpecially confidering that
the royal charter grants them only the privilege of try-
ing cawfes, Inira corpus comitatus, but not a-foat or Super
altwn mare.

As a fmall country, though rich and thriving, cannot
affoid large numbers of people ; it ought not to run upon
difcoveries and conquefts beyond what they can well
improve and protett; becaufe by over-ftretching, they
weaken or break the ftaple of their conftitution : bue
they mayin good policy diftrefs as much of the enemy’s
country as is poffible, and, for fome fhort time, keep
pofieffion of fome of their moft important places, though
at @ great charge; even, by hiring of foreign troops,
i order to obtdin fome fuitable, profitable equiva-
lent. New-England; with the incidental countenance of
a fmall’ Britith fquadroh, eafily reduced the North-
America' Dunkirk, or Louifbourg in Cape-Breron iffand ;
and- perhdps luckily, without waiting for the dire@®ion of
the Britith miniftry. Confidering our large fea and land-
force; well fitted, upon the expeditions, againft FHavanah
and its tefritory in the ifland of Cuba; the rendezvous
of all the Spanifh Plate-fleets; and againft Carthagena,
the beft ftrong-hold the Spaniards have in America; and
againft Canada, called the New-France in North-Ame-
rica, which would have given us the monopoly of the
cod-fith and fur-trade ; many of our American militia
voluntarily formed themfelves into' companies and regi-
ments for that purpoft ; but the miniftry at home, per-
haps for good reafons beft known to themfelves, feem to
have balked thefe affairs. The above apparently in-
tended: coriquefts would have been eafy.

Greéat-Britain does not, like France, fvarm with a nu-
merous people, therefore cannot fettle” colonies fo faft,
without' allowing of a' general naturalization. From
Germany we had many emigrant Palatines and Saltf-
burghers,
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burghers, and in time may have more : foreigners im-
pomd fhould not be allowed to fettle in larcre {eparate
diftriéts, as is the prefent bad praétice ; becauie for many
generations they may continue, as it were, a feparate
people in language, modes of religion, cuftoms, and man-
ners; they ought to be intermixed with the Britifh fet-
tlers , Englifh {fchools only allowed for the education of
their children ; their public worfhip for the firft genera-
tion, Or twenty years, may be allowed in their original
language in the forenoon, and in Englifh in the after-
noon, according to any tolerated n.llgmn As our mifs
fionaries do not attend the fervice of Indian converfions,
fome of them may be employed in this fervice. After the
firft twenty years from their firft arrival, their public
worfhip fhall for ever be in Englith; all their convey-
ances, bOl‘ldo, and other public wr mnrrs, to be in Eng-
lith; thus, in two or three generations (as de Foe hu-
morouﬂy exprefles it) they will all become true-born
Englithmen. We have an inftance of this in New-Eng-
]and where many Irifh, in language and religion (I mean
Roman catholics) have been imported fome years fince 3
their children have loft their language and religion, and
are good fubjects. We have a notorigps inftance of the
bad effets, in not obferving this regulation in Nova
Scotia ; the French inhabirants, though in allegiance to
the crown of Great-Britain ever fince anno 1710, by al-
lowing them a feparate refidence, with their language
and ruhmon continued, are at prefent, as much eftranged
from, nnd enemies to, the Britith intereft, as thcy were
thirty-feven years ago ; witnefs their bchav:our in our
prefent French war, by their favouring and concurring
with our French Canada enemies, and the late expedi-
tions from France. The D—ch, in a neighbouring pro-
vince, becaufe not well dathed or intermixed with the
Englifh, though in allegiance above eighty years, do
not feem to confult our intereft fo much as might be
expected.

Vou, L P Although
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Although the colonies of various nations. may learn
the juvantia and the ledentia from one another ; there
ma;} be feveral political regulations in colonies foreign
to us, which may have a good effect with themfilves,
but may not fit our conftitution ; for inftance, 1. The
Spaniards fay, that their vaft extenfive fettlements in
America, have continved in due fubje@ion about 250
years, by their principal officers ecclefiaftical, civil, and
military, being from Old-Spain ; in China (a polite na-
tion) no man can be a Mandarin in his own country, or
diftrict, where he was born. 2. The French, Spanifh,
and Portugueze colonies, are notallowed to make wines,
and diftil {pirits of fugar for merchandize, becaufe it
would hurt the vent of the wines and brandies of their
mother-countries : fome fuch regulations, with regard
to things commonly manufactured in Grear-Britain, not
to be manufactured in the plantations, have from time to
time been laid before the court of Great-Britain, by
people difaffeCted to the plantations, e. g. by Col.
D——r not long fince; but happily, have had little
or no effect.

The feveral colonies, particularly thofe of New-Eng-
land, the moft fufpected, have it neither in their power
nor inclination to withdraw from their dependence upon
Great-Britain ¢ of themfelves, they are comparatively
nothing, without the afliftance and protection of fome
European maritime power; amongft thole, the French,
Spanifh, and Portugueze differ fo much from them in re-
ligion, the moft popular affair, and in an abfolute mon-
archical government, inconfiftent with our plantation le-
velling {pirit, that we have nothing to fear from them :
the Dutch being nearly the fame with us in religion,
and apparently (though not really) the fame as to a po-
pular government, they bid the faireft for carrying off
our plantations from their allegiance, and ought, in a
particular manner, to be guarded againft; if in time of

{fome general difcontent, a war fhould happen with the
Dutch.

As
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As in natural parentage, fo infant colonies' ought
to be tenderly and filially ufed, without any fufpicion or
{furmife of a future obftinate difobedience, defertion, or
revolt. Somie of the American colony-legiflatures; have
at times been drawn into errors and inadvertencies, by
fome popular, wicked, leading men, which has obliged
the court of Great-Britain to make fome alterations’in
their peculiar conftitutions: we fhall enumerate them
in the refpective colony-fections ; at prefent we fhall only
inftance a few relating to this province of Maffachufetts=
Bay. 1. Upon a quo warranto from the court of King's-
bench, iffied in trinity-term anno 1635, againft the go-
vernor and company of the colony of Maflachufetts-
Bay; and in trinity-term, anno 1637, judgment was
given for the king to feize the faid colony, and to take
governor Cradock’s body into cuftody ; bat, by reafon of
the enfuing troubles, this judgment was never put in
execution. 2. The heirs of Mafon and George, pro-
prietors of the provinces of New-Hampfbire and ‘Main,
complained to the king of the ufurpations of the go-
vernment of Maflfachufetts-Bay ; the king, by a manda-
tory letter, anno 1676, to Maffachufetts-Bay celony, re-

uired an anfwer to thofe complaints: the agents for

* Maffachufetes-Bay, before the court of King’s-bench, dif-
claimed thefe Tands, and, by an aét of aflembly of the
colony 1679, all their encroaching grants were vacated.
3. Upon feveral pretended complaints their charter was
vacated in chancery 1684, but they obtained a new and
more petfect charter anno 1691. 4. Governor Shute,
anno 1722, carried home feven articles of complaints
concerning their houfe of reprefentatives - encroaching
upon the prerogative 5 by their agent in England, they
fubmiffively gave up five of thefe articles, and the ge-
neral'affembly accepted of an explanatory charter, W here-
by the other two articles were explained away : all thefe
fhall be related more at large in cheir proper place. 5.
Several bubbling banks and {chemes defigned to defraud
creditors and others, by depreciating the currency in New-

P2 England,
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England, being on foot, and not fupprefied by the pro-
per legiflature (perhaps becaufe many of their leading
members were  concerned) feveral worthy gentlemen
applied home for redrefs, and obtained, anno 1741, an
act of parliament againft unwarrantable fchemes in
America.

Upwards of thirty years fince, upon fome complaints
concerning the colonies, particularly of South-Carolina ;
the court of Great-Britain judged, that it might be. for
the general Britith intereft, to have all charter and pro-
prictary governments vacated by aét of parliament, and
accordingly a bill was brought into the houfe of com-
mons ; -but the New-England agent Dummer, by an in-
genious piece which he publifhed at that time, giving the
true ftate of the colonies, by his vigilancy, afliduity,
proper folicitations and perfonal addrefs, and intereft
with fome of the leading men, occafioned the bill to be
dropped.

{'he vacating of all charter and proprietary govern-
ments is not the ultimate chaftifement that may be ufed
with delinquent colonies ; the parliament of Great-Bri-

. tain may abridge them of many valuable privileces which
of g y P &

they enjoy at prefent; ashappened in an affair relating
to Ireland : the parliament of Great-Britain, anno 1720,
pafied an aét for the better fecuring the dependence of
the kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great-Bri-
tain: therefore the colonies ought to be circumf{peét, and
not offend their mother-country ; as for inftance, 1. In
abufing that privilege which our colonies have of raifing
taxes and aflefling of themfelves: South-Carolina had
fiot {upplied the neceflary charges of government, for
four years preceding anno 17313 New-Hampthire for
five years preceding anno 1736, 2. In time of peace
emitting of depreciating public bills of credit for a me-
divm of trade and commerce, and makiog them legal
tenders s this is equivalent to coinage (and of a bafe
ftandard) a prerogative of the crown.

Our
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Our Britith American colonies have many valuable
privileges : 1. Enaling their own laws, with condition
of their not being repugnant to the laws of Great-Britain,
but may be otherways various from them. 2. Raifing
their own taxes. 3. No a& of the Britifh parhament
made fince the firft fettling of our LOIOI’IIC‘S, extends to
the colonies, unlefs expre ﬂy extended in the Britifly adk
of parliament. 4. No private purchafe from the Indians
fhall be valid (formerly much deceic and cheat has been
difcovered in thefe purchafes, tending to alienaté the In-
dians from the Britifh intereft) without the confirmation
of the governor and council in fome colonies, and with-
out the approbation of the legiflature in the other colo-
nies, There are lands in fome of our plantations, where
it 18 not pofiible to thew any Indian conveyance, beécaufe
they were derelifts 3 fuch are all our Weft-India ifland
fettlements, no Indians being there at our firf} landing :
the pofieflors, who were prior to patent or king's com-
miffioned governors, have no other title to their lands
but long' poffeffion, a fort of prefcription. Thus the
old fectlers of New-Hampfhire hold their lands, it being
{uppofed that Mr. Mafon had negleéed or relinquithed
his grant.

In the beginning of our colony grants, there was only

one houfe of [g] legxﬂauure ; the governor or prefident,
the council or affiftants, and the rcpre{antives, voted.

together. At prefent, in conformity to our legiflature
in Great-Britain, they confift of three {eparate negatives ;
thus, by the governor, reprefenting the king, the colo-
nies are monarchical 5 by a council they are ariftocra-

fz] In the Saxon times, the parliament did not confift of two diftin&t
hotfes ; the peers, being freehalders of great territories, were deemed
the hereditary rep refentatives of the'r vaflals and tenants. In the Scats
parliament there ever was only one houfe, confifting of three ftates,
wiz, the peers, the commiflioners or rcpr:fenmm es of fhires or coun-
ties, and' the commiffioners for boroughs ; they all voted togerher in-
dnﬂlmnt}y, but in committees, and the likke, the proportion of com-
mittee-men fram each, was limited.

¥3 tical 3
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tical; by a houfe of reprefentatives, or delegates from
the people, they are democratical : thefe three are di-
ftinét and independent of one another, and the colonies
enjoy the conveniencies of each of thefe forms of govern-
ment, without their inconveniencies, the feveral nega-
tives being checks upon one another, The concurrence
of thefe three forms of governments, feems to be the
higheft perfection that human civil government can at-
tain to in times of 7] peace with the neighbouring ftates :
if it did not found too profane, by making too free with
the myftical expreflions of our religion, I fhould call it
a Iripily in wnity,

The fecond negative in our legiflatures, differs from
that of Great-Britain. In Great-Britain it is an [s] he-
reditary houfe of Lords; in our American fettlements,
the members df their councils fo called are only tem-
porary, appointed by the court of Great-Britain durante
beneplacito, or by annual elections in fome of ourcolanies,
In Carolina, at firft, there was defigned an hereditary fe-

[#] In the times of war, perhaps a diftatorial power in one proper
perfon would be requifite, upon account of difpatch and fecrecy, but
accountable to the three negatives. This was the praflice amongit
many of the ancient polite nations, particularly among#t the Romans ;
the only inconveniency feems.to be, left this dictator, in the height of
his power and glory, fhould render himfelf a perpetual diftator, as
Julius Caefar did, and introduce a monarchical tyranny.

Both in the times of peace and war, if a continued fucceflion of
knowing and virtuous princes were poffible in nature, abfolutemonarchy
would be the perfeétion of civil government, becaufe of the wifdom,
feerecy, and difpatch that would attend it : but as no fuch race of men
are to be found upon earth, a limited monarchy s eligible. The po-
litical conflitution, like the human, is ticklifh; and in the hands of a

Jalo fool, would fuffer much; there are but few who underftand politic
health and ficknefs.

[s] Hereditary nobility, and other great officers, where any confi-
derable truft attends, are great incitements to good aétions in proge-
nitors, who are ambitions of entailing honours upon their own me-
mory or pofterity, but in nature {eem abfurd, asif wifdom were he-
reditary.  This does not hold good as to hereditary monarchs, becaufe
all eledtions of a monarch would put the nation in moft dangerous
ferments,

cond
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cond negative (in place of a council) of Palatines and
Cafliques, lords of large manors ; this is dropped.

There are a few irregularities or exceptions from thefe
three negatives in fome of our colonies, which fhall be
taken particular notice of in the proper fections, and
doubtles in time will be reétified. 1. In Conneélicut
and Rhode-ifland their elective governor has no nega-
tive. 2. In Penfylvania the council has no negative.
3. In Maffachufetts-Bay the council is not independent ;
it is. obnoxious to the caprice of a governor’s negative,
and to the humour of the houfe of reprefentatives who
elect them. In fome elections the council and reprefen-
tatives vote together,

Notwithftanding a colony aflembly’s being upon the
point of diffolving in courfe, according to their feve-
ral and various municipal laws, the governors diffolve
them in form, as in Great-Britain, to keep up the pre-
rogative of the crown.,

In proprietary colonies, where the proprietors have
retained the jurifdiction, the proprietors nominate the
governor, with the approbation of the king in council.
Excepting in proprietary and charter-colonies, all patents
for lands are in the king's name, feffe his excellency in
council.

The municipal laws, or laws peculiar to the feveral
colonies, are too various and variable, as well as bulky,
to be inferted in a fummary ; they are remitted home
from time to time, and are to be found in the planta-
tion-offices in London, excepting thofe of the proprie-
tary and charter-governments ; by their patents they are
not obliged (this was an original defect in fuch patents,
and may be retified by act of parliament) to tran{mit
them to the crown for approbation or difallowance.
The laws of a colony may be various from, but not re-
pugnant to, the laws of Great-Britain.

In our colonies the ceurts of judicature are various,
but all of the fame nature with the courts in England ;
viz., chancery (in the charter-governments jus & wquum

£ are
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are:in the fame court) common law, probaté of wills,
and appurtenances; a court of vice-adiniralty by queen
Anne’s commiflion zertio regni, purfuant to-an aft of par-
liament r1 and. 12 Gul, 111 called, An e for the more
¢ffectual fuppreffion of piracy, confifting at leaft of feven of
the mominated from their offices y and for want of that
number complete, any three of the nominated may ap-
point a complement. ‘

Cafes in chancery and common law may be carried
home by appeal or petition to the king in council}
from thence it is referred to the lords of the committee[£]
of council for plantation-affairs: from this committee of
council it is referred or fent down to the lords commif-
{ioners for trade and plantations. This laft board frequent-
ly take the advice of the attorney and folicitor-generalj
and reports are returned back from one board to another,
and ifflued by the king in council.

The officers of the cuftoms received or preventive, are
immediately under the direction of the commiflioners of
the cuftoms in Great-Britain,

The commiffion of vice-admiral to our plantation-
governors gives no command a-float ; their jurifdiction
1s only relating to wrecks, &¢. caft on fhore, to low-
water mark, being of the fame nature with the feveral
vice-admirals along the coaft in Great-Britain.

Every king’s commiffion, with inftruétions to a go-
vernor in the plantations, isa fort of charter to that co-
lony or province durante beneplacito.

Our plantation-governors have no power; without ors
ders from the court of Great-Britain, to grant lettersof re-
prifals.. The French and Dutch governors have this power.

All our plantation-governors are liable to be called ro
account (on complaints) at the King’s-benchbar in Weit-
minifter 5. for inftance, Douglafs of the Leeward-iflands,
anno 1416, and Lowther of Barbadoes; 1720

2] There are four ftanding committees of council. 1. For foreign
affiirs; 2. Admiraliyandnavy. 5. Trade and plantations. 4. Grie-
vances. tn France thefe feveral departments are called diftint councils.

: Formerly,
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Formerly, governors, if court favourites; had at time§
plutality of governments (as fome clergymen, favourites
of leading men; have plurality of benefices';) lord Wil-
loughby was governor of Barbadoes and the Leewsard:
iflands 5 Sir Edmond Andros, in the reign of JamesTk
was governor of all New-England, New-York, and the
Jerfies 5 lord Bellamont was governor of New-York,
Maflachufets-Bay, and New -Hampthire ; it is not foar
prefent, except in the two diftinét governments of Pen-
fylvania, therefore under one governor.

In the colonies their revenue-aéts are generally annual 5
in Jamaica, they are temporary, but of a long periody in
afew of the colonies there are fome perpetual taxes;
thus'in Barbadoes and Leeward-iflands the four and'a
half’ per ¢ent. upon produce exported ; and in Virginia
25. 'per hogfhead tobacco. All their provincial trea-
furers are appointed by their own affemblies ; excepting
the four and a half per cent. in Barbadoes and the Lie-
ward-iflands, the king’s collefors are the réceivers 5 and
alfo receive the plantation duties laid on by alt of par-
liament 1673, as not appropriated for the ufe of the trea-
{uries' of the feveral plantations, but at the king’s dif-
pofal ¢ the xd. per cent. upon tobacco of Virginia and
Maryland, is appropriated for the benefit of the college
or feminary at Williamfburg.

In the feveral colonies their general revenue is by a tax
of fome pence in the pound, upon the principal of real
eftate, perfonal eftate, and faculty'; and a poll-tax, im-
poits, and excifes.

The produce for éxport in the feveral colonies fhall
be “enumerated in the proper fetions. Upon our firft
« difcoveries of America, we found no horfes, affes, cows,
theep, and fwine. In the inland parts of the continent,
efpecially upon the Mifliffippi, there was plenty of buf-
faloess and in the Weft-India illands, feveral forts of
wild hogs, native; every where much deer,, and the
American ftag or buck-moofe, which differs from the
German elke, by its branched brow antlers 1 variety of

-

z
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geefe, of ducks, and of wild fowl, called gibier by the
French.

In the colonies of the feveral European nations, they
have a national exclufive commerce amongft themfelves,
and with their mother-countries. ~St. Thomas, a Danifh
fettlement, only admits of a free general trade.. The
French and Dutch governors (perhaps: by a private in-
{truétion from their courts at home, and as a confidera-
ble perquifite) do at times allow or connive at a foreign
importation of neceffaries (provifions, lumber, horfes,
black cattle, &¢.) with which they cannot otherways be
accommodated, and are much in want of.

By uét of parliament, anno 1698, no veflels, unlefs
regiftred in England, Ireland, or the plantation (by the
union, Seotland is included) upon oath that they were
built there (foreign prizes are alfo qualified) and thatno
foreigner is directly or indireétly concerned.

Plantation produce or goods as enumerated (common-
ly called enumerared goods) by feveral aéts of parlia-
ment, are not to be carried, but to Great-Britainy and
plantation-bonds are given, and a certificate to be re-
turned to the officers of the fhipping ports, of their be-
ing loaded accordingly. The enumerated goods are
naval ftores, viz. pitch, tar, turpentine, mafts, yards,
and bowlprits; fugars, molaffes, cotton-wool, indigo,
ginger, dying-woods, rice, beaver, and other furs, cop-
per-ore. Rice and fugars, by late aéts of parliament,
are indulged under certain conditions (too long to be
enumerated in a fummary) to be carried to certain fo-
reign parts: logwood is not the growth or produce of
our plantations, and, by the conftruétion of the com-
mifficners of the cuftoms, is exempted from being an
enumerated commodity (as we have no logwood the
growth of our plantations) being imported from the
Spanifh Weft-Indies to our colonies, and re-exported to
Europe. -

By an a& of the parliament of England, anno 1673,
there are impofed plantation duties (produce cafl_'ried

rom
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from one colony to another) upen certain enumerated
goods for a gencral national ufe, not for the parsicular
colony, wiz. )

s, d. Ao N
Moufcavado fugars 1 6 pr¢t. w. | Tobacco 1 pr b
White do. 5 Cotton  half 1
Ginger 1 Indige 2
Dying woods 6 Cocoa nuts I

That upon tobacco has been appropriated to the college
in Virginia at William{burg,.

Our North-America trade to Great-Britain, is, the
enumerated commodities abovementioned, pig-iron, and
filh-oil ; fometimes wheat and ftaves to Ireland: to
Spain, Portugal, and Italy, dryed cod-fith: to the
Weft India iflands, lumber, refule dryed fith, falt beef
and pork, butter and cheefe, flour, horfes, and live
flock ; the returns from the Welt-India iflands, are, fu-
gar, molaffes, rum, cotton, indigo, die-woods, Spanith
money, and cocea. Sugar, rum, tobacco, and chocolate,
are. much ufed in our colonies.

Anno 1729, the attorney and folicitor-general gave
it as their public opimnion, that a negro flave coming
to Hurope, or baptized any where, does not make him
free. t

In our colonies [#] computations of all kinds, weights,
and mealures, are the fame as in England.

[#] Ttis not zdvifeable in any cafe religious or civil, though for the
better, to make alterations in any affair where the populace have ac-
quired a general flanding prejudice (the refermation from the chuech
of Rome about two centuries fince, is an exception) imbibed from
their infancy, or firlt habitual way of thinking. The folar years and
lunar -months, according to-the old ftyle, are not within a popular ken,
and being very erroneous, are perhaps at prefent, under the conhidera-
tion of the Britith legiflatore, to be reftified. Meafures and weights,
muft bz afcertained for all nations upon our earth, and prevent much
puzzling by redudtions : by taking the fived length of a pendulum, that
vibrates feconds in any noted place, e g. in London or Paris, and al-
Jowing for the fmall variations, eafily inveftigated for fome very diftant

latitudes, ¢ g a pendelum vibrating feconds at Porto-Bello near the
Qur
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Our fettlements upon the eafterly fide of North- Ame-
rica, are much colder in winter, and much hotter in
fummer, than the fame latitudes in the wefterly or Eu-
ropean fide of the other vaft continent ; the globe of our
earth may be faid to confift of two large continents, iz,
the ancient continent of Europe, Afia, and Africa, and
the new continent called America. Every man, who
has refided fome time in Europe and fome time
North- America, is perfonally fenfible of this: in Europe
northern fifheries, for inftance, cod and falmon extend
fouthward to 51 D. N. lat. in North-America they. ex-
tend no farther than 41 D, N. lat.

Mariners obferve, that in their paflages between Fu-
rope and America, winds are [w] almoft three quarters

Equator, is found to differ one line, or the 1zth part of an inch,
from that at Paris: let this pendulum's length be called @ Mea-
surE, and this divided into decimals. (being the moft eafy and ge-
nesal way of exprefling fractions) be called Tentus, and this {ub-
divided into Tenths, called Huxpreps: thus all meafures might be
reduced to three denominations ; as in Epgland money is reduced to
pounds, fhillings, and pence; contentive meafures are eafily reduced,
upon this foundation, to a like certainty: fuch a veilel of fuch eextain
dimenfions, containing a certain quantity of fincere rain water (which
is nearly the fame all over the earth) may be called a Pouxn, and
this multiplied or divided may be called by fome fixed denominations
of weights.

[=u] The trade-winds may be reckoned to extend 30 D..each fide
of the equator (being farther than the common formal technical way
of reckoning, to the tropics) which proceeds not only from the fun's,
in his ‘repeated courfe, rarification of the air weftward, and confe-
quently the elaflic air naturally expanding itfelf towards thofe welt-
ward rarified fpaces by an eafterly current; but is complicated 'with
another ‘canfe not niuch attended to, v/ the circumambient air near
the equator, being a lefs confiderable fpecific gravity, than its cor-
refponding part of the earth ; it is lefs fufceptible of ‘the earth’s daily
rotatory motion, and, with refped to the folid earth, has an effeétual
motion weftward, that 'is, in the appearance of an eafterly current
of wind. " The wefterly - winds, in latitades higher than 30 D. N.
Jatirade, ‘are natoral eddies of the eafterly trade winds. ~ A northerly
wind, it the ‘natwral tendency of a condenfed very elaftic air, from
the polar cold regions, towards the rarified aif near the “equator,
A complication of chis cirrent’ of air, from the horthern palarre-
gions to the fouth, and of the eddy of the trade-winds from the_
of
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of the yedr wefterly ; baron Lahontan, a Canada officer,
writes, * That the winds from Canada to Europe are
““eafterly for about 100 days in the year, and wefterly
“about 260 days:” this, with an attending wefterly
fwell or heaving of the fea, is the reafon, that the paffages
from North- America to Europe are much fhorter than
trom Europe to North- America,

In North- America the dry freezing winds are from
north to weft; in Europe the dry freezing winds are
from north to eaft, proceeding from that great conti-
nent which receives and retains the northern effeéts of
cold, viz. fnow and ice, lying to the weftward of Ame-
rica, and to the eaftward of Europe; the current of air
gliding along, becomes more and more impregnated with
the cold: the terms of frigorific particles, or of a pe-
culiar falt of nitre, I leave with the virtuofo idle notional
philofophers. The fination of lands occafions confi-
derable differences in the temper of the air; the weather
in Canada is generally in winter colder (in proportion to
its_latitude) than in New-England, and more fettled,
as being furrounded with land of fome extent, and there-
fore the land ‘influence from all corners of the winds,
of the fame nature; whereas in New-England to the
eaftward is water or fea of a very different influence
from the land or-earth’s {pecific gravity or folidity in re-
ceiving or retaining cold or heat. By the foftnefs of the
vapour from the water, the fea-fhore is warmer than the

weltward, makes the frequent North- America winds from north to
weft ; and the north:welk is the moft frequent, efpecially in the win-
ter months.

In the fummer-time, when the {un is much to the northward of
the equator, our northern continent is much warmed, and thele north
to welt winds gliding along a valt warmed continent; acquire more
and more degrees- of heat. . Thercfore confidering the general cur-
rent, of the extratropical (retaining the claflical-terms). winds : the
vaft continent of North-America being, wellward of our fetilements;
our leeward . North- America fettlements, mult be in fummer much
hotter: than|the Eoropean windward fertlements in the fame Jati-
sudes,

inland,
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inland, the fea warmer than the fhore, and the ocean or
deep warer warmer than the fea. Thus the illand of
Great-Britain and its appertaining iflands are much
warmer in winters than the adjacent continent, but with
this inconveniency (a digreffion) that this foft vapour or
damp, difpofes the inhabitants to a catarrhous or colli-
quative confumption ; this diftemper, time out of mind,
is recorded as an Englith endemial diftemper. The
fituation of the various countries as to iflands and
head-lands, as to variety of foil, fandy lands which re-
tain the heat, morafs, fwamps, and wood-lands which
retain damps 5 thefe a fummary cannot enumerate, with
regard to the winds or current of the air and as to temper
of the air in our various colonies.

Georgia excepted (Nova Scotia and Cape-Breton I do

not call colonies) our American colonies have been no
charge to Creat-Britain; a fmall matter of artillery to
fome of them muft be acknowledged, but without am-
munition. The Britith men of war or king’s ftation-
thips, of late, have been of no ufe only by their coun-
tenance : the commanders are either indolent, or in col-
Iafion with the purfers (not long fince they had che per-
quifite of purfers) take advantage of the provifions of
‘the non-effectives, connive at their fhips being ill man-
ned, and' upon an exigency or when called home, diftrefs
the trade by prefling failors: there are exceptions; I
fhall only inftance Sir Peter Warren, an affiduous, faith-
ful, good, and therefore fortunate man. Qur provinces
have frequently grumbled upon this account, and have
lately made an experiment by fitting out a province-
frigate at a great charge in Maffachuferts-Bay ; but for
thefe laft two years feem to be under the fame cenfure;
where the fault lies, I {hall not at prefent relate.

In all our colonies are many good, induftrious, frugal,
pious, and moral gentlemen ; I hope the following, ge-
neral charater of many of the populace will give no
offence. 1. Idlenefs, intemperance, luxury in diet, ex-
travagancies in apparel, and an abandoned way of livgg.

4 ur
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Our planters, efpecially their children, when they go
home to Great-Britain, diftinguifh themfelves too much
by their drefs, and expenfive way of living for a fhott
tume. 2. The people of all colonies (Britith, French
&e.) do not feem to have fo much folidity in thinking
asin Europe ; but exceed the European menu peuple, as
to fome little tricks and arts in bufinefs acquired by edu-
cation, and a continued praftice. 3. By importing and
expending too much of fuperfluities from Europe, and
in fome colonies, by fubftituting a paper-currency, they
impoverifh themfelves, and are under a neceffity of fend=
ing their gold and filver, as returns, to Europe. 4. A
prefent profit prevails over a diftant intereft,

To avoid prolixity, but with impatience, I muft defer
the iniquity of a multiplied plantation paper-currency to
the appendix ; it is of no benefit only to the fraudulent
debtor ; they are not afhamed to acknowledge that in
equity and natural juftice, they ought to repay the fame
in real value which they received; but they fay, their
province laws excufe and indemnify them, by paying any
nominal value; and that the compaflionate good credi-
tor muft blame himfelf for his forbearance and long
credit, while money is depreciating : that a multiplied
paper-currency naturally depreciates itfelf, I fhall at pre-
{ent only evince by the inftance of the province of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, November 1747, where are about two
millions, one hundred thoufand pounds current publie
bills of credit not cancelled or burnt, whereof a fmall
matter is in tie hands of the receivers of the taxes; the
operation is, bills of exchange with Great-Britain are
rifen to the extravagant incredible height of one thou-
fand pound New-England, for one hundred pound
fterling,

Of timber-trees, efpecially white-oaks for fhip-build-
ing, the beft grow in New-England ; farther north they
are dwarfilh, and of an untoward grain ; farther fouth
they are fpungy and foft, and do not afford compafs
timber.

In
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In countries far north the mould is light and fpungy
. el o/
being much diftended by the hard long frofts.

ArRTicrLEe IIL

T be ecciefiallical or religious conflitution of the Britilh colonies
in North-America.

N all the royal patents and charters of our colonies,
the principal condition required of the. patentees,
feems to be the converfion of the Indians; and the

crown on the other part conditions for the encourage-

ment of fettlers, a free profeflion or liberty of con-
fcience : therefore a [x] ToLeraTroN for all Chriftian

[=] Religion and civil government in a general fenfe are, jure -
wing, but the various particalar churches and ftates, feem to be only
de falios becaule none of them have efcaped revolutions: an in-
dulgende, or rather a legal explicit toleration for all (communions
they are called) communities of religion, which are not inconfillent
with a virtuous life, and the good of focicty, in good policy ought
to be allowed ; the Romans, a very polite people (the'r jur cwide is
praitifed every where in Evrope to this day) made the gods (religions)
of all nations free of their city or enipire ; the Dutch, by an uvniverfal
toleration (but their public places of worfhip muft be licenced) have
become rich ; the Diffenters in England, by their riches, are a great
prop to the Proteflant eftablithment; belng excluded by law from
feveral vain, idle, ambitious offices and pofts, they apply them(elves the
more to trade and manufaftures, and become generally richer than the
churchmen. The varicus decent modes, confiftent with fociety or
humanity, of worlhiping a fupreme Being, may be tolerated ; as pro-
ceeding innocently from the bias of education, from the various confli-
tutions and tempers of mankind, and fathions of the age; but all with
a good intention or confcience. SHkT

The differences in religion generally amount only to this, w/z. dif-
ferent people worlhiping the fame GOD in different modes and
faétions: pricficraft (I do not mean tlie pious, meek, charitzble clergy)
fets them by the ears to the diferedit of all religion, and they make
mountains of mole-hill differences.

Amonglt a1l feftaries, there 15 & canker-worm called bigots, which
put their fect in a ridicalous light ; they are in a tacit f{ullen enmity
with all mankind who are not of their frantic or fanatical perfuafion ;
they belicve implicitly in fome parfon, an idol of their own making,
but not properly in Gob Almighty.

profcﬂ'ions
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profeflions of  religion, is the true ecélefiaftical conftitu-
tion of our American colonies ; the{'y] Roman’ catho-
lic onlyis excepted ; the naturé of our conftitution,. the
hiorrid principles of that religion, and ‘at 'prefent the po-
pifh claims to our royal fucceflion, can ‘by no means ad-
gmic of it 5 the papifts of Maryland, Penfylvania, and
Montferrat; feem to be too muich indulged. By an a

[#] The Roman, catholics, commonly called papifts;iin all well-
regulated governments,, from molt evidentcivil political reafons} ought
t be excluded; the conflitution of their religion renders themea
qmfancein fociety; théy ‘have ‘an indulgence for lying, cheating,
Jobbing, murdering ; and mot only may, but"are, in Chriftiin"duty
bound to extirpate all magkind who' are not: of  their way of 'thirli-
ing ; they call them hererics: unlefs the ,Pope. (the head and oracle of
thelr veligion) by fome public accepted bull explain this article.of
heir religion ; ‘popery by the laws of nature, and jus gentinim, ought
to be deemed, indonfiftent with human fociety. : THS.

A dofrine_or 1aw,, though. iniquitods, if not: put inexecution,
becomes obfoléte and of no effet, and its: evil tendency ceafess but
this moft execrable doétrine has, in a moft difmal horrid. manner, fre-
quently been'put in exécution ; -1 fhall give'a few inftances, 1. The
popifh, pesfecution of proteltants by the papifts in'England-in the reign
of queen Mary, from anno 1553 01557 ; bifhop Burnetfays, that
the was a'good-natured woman, but of a very ill-natured religion.
2. ‘The: bloody ‘maflacre of the Huguenots by the papifts in Paris
of, France. De: Serres, .one of the beft French hiftorians, begins his
account of this maffacre thus, O ma France! I chewens me beri)
Jonnenty jay bovreur de weir fur lo theatre de ton bifloive jouer une tresdn-
bumaine tragedie, Upon a Sunday, being St. Bartholomew’s day,
1572, in the reign of Charles1X; tirey took the opportunity of the
time when the marriage of Henry of Bourbon,” king of Navarre A
proteftant, to Marguerite de Valois, fifter to the king of France, was
to be celebrated ; .moft. of the princes of the blood and grandees of
France, who were of the proteftant or Huguenot religion, being “ex-
pected in Paris upon this occafion, they thought it 2 proper. oppor-
tunity to, extirpate them by the furprize of a maffacre. At this blow
they maffacred ten thouland perfons in ‘Paris.. 3. The'popifh gun-

owder-plot difcovered the beginning of November, 1605, defigned to
"blow up .and.deftroy the peers of Eaglandiapthat time in parliament
aflembled: thus they imagined to cancel one of the three negatives
of the Englifh: legiflacure. 4. The butcherly maffacre of the pro-
teftants in Irelapd, anno 1641, by the Irifh papifts.  Many {ufpetted,
that it was by the inftigation and direétion: of thecourt' of England,
at_that time making precipitate great advancés towards the Roman
catholic religion, ' ‘

- Nou L Q ' of
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of the Englifh parliament, incorperated with the aét of
union of Scotland and England, anno 1704, the church
of England is, and for ever hereafter fhall be, the efta-
blifhed religion in the territories belonging to England,
viz. in the plantations : therefore, the church of Eng:
land is at prefent, ;and muft continue in perpetuity the
eftablifhed national religion of the plantations, being one
of the fundamental articles of the union ; earl of [—lay,
a great lawyer, upon a certain - eecafior, in a fpeech in
the houfe of lords, well obferved, * That there were
““ only two articles of union unalterable, viz. thofe re-
¢ lating to religion, and the proportion of taxes.” An-
tecedent to anno 1707, it feems that a general toleration
limited as, above was the religious eftablifhment of our
colonies; 1. In their chasters and grants, there is no
preference given to the church of England. 2. The
aét of uniformity, in the beginning of queen Elizabeth’s
reign, was prior to the colonies in America. 3. In the
act of uniformity, beginning of king Charles the fecond’s
reign, are mentioned only ¢ the realm of England, do-
¢¢ minioniof Wales, and town of Berwick upon Tweed.”
4. By a late act of the Britith parliament for the natura-
lizing foreigners in the plantations; receiving the facra-
ment in. any proteftant congregation is a qualification;
therefore it did not extend to the plantations.

I know of no doctrinal [=] difference between the laity
of the church of England, and the laity of the three

[z] Predeftination and free-will feem to be only private opinions,
but not a national church doétrine with us; they feem both to be
orthodox, the firft from the omnifcience and prefcience of a fupreme
being, the other from the conflitation and inward feclings of mankind:
how to reconcile them is a myftery, and not to be canvafled ; here we
muft fay with the fimply good Laplander (when qoeftioned concerning
fome of cur Chriftian, myferies, by a Swedifh mifionary) Gop,
ENOWS, ‘

Free-will, That afl the phyfical and moral ewils avkich we pera..fw
amongll mankind, proceed. from the abuje ave neake of this diberty: thisopinion
feems the moft confiftent with the good of fociety. :

Predeftination, T4af every thing comes bo pafi by a fatal neceffity, in 2
{triét abfolute fenfe, is pernicious to a good life and 1o fociety, anq en-

ogig o .denomina-
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denominations of proteftant diffenters; who are thus
diftinguifhed from other diffenters, becaufe they take out
licences for their meetings or religious affemblies in Eng-
land, I mean the Prefbyterians, Independents, and Ana-
baptifts; thefe laft at prefent feem to differ from the

courages an abandoned wicked life : it annihilates all religion : if good
works do not forward, nor bad works hinder, falvation; the fear of
G OD, and the keeping of his commandments, are of no effe&t. We
maft acknowledge that predeftination in fome political views has a
good effeét ; this tarns me into an annotational digreffion.

There are many things, which ina curfory, not well pointed view
(as painters exprefs it) feem fhocking, but in a proper political view are
beautiful and unavoidably confiltent with fociety; I fhall mention a
few inflances. 1. Predeffination for military .men ; Mahomet, and
Cromwell, found a vaft advantage by this doftrine ; the Mahometans
have improved this doftrine very miich amongft their militia, wiz.
If they cenquer, they have profit and glory in this world ; if killed in
battle, they have paradife in the next. 2. A diffolute thoughtlefs
way of life, but fo regulated, as not to be enormous and prejudicial
to peace and good neighbourhood; without this tacit allowance, we
fhould be at a lofs for a {ufficient number of foldiers and failors
upon occafion. 3. Pinching of the very mean labourers or working
people, by lowering or keeping their wages much under ; hereby our
merchants can afford in foreign markets to under-fe]l the merchants
of other countries, and confequently vent more of their produce or
manufadlure © befides, let us fuppofe, their employers in generofity
and beneficence to allow more wages than are merely fufficient to pro-
vide them the neceflaries of life, perhaps, fome few of them, may lay
up this furplus, and, in a fhort time, afpire higher than this their
mean' labour, thus their labour is loft ; but the gredteft part would
wdle away fo much time (a day or two in the week lolt to the pob-
lic good) as this furplus could fupply with neceflaries, to the leflen-
ing of our manufaflures, &%, 4. Encouraging of a great confump-
tion of Britifh goods by luxury and extravagant equipage in our co-
lonies, is thought by fome wrong-headed men to be a benefit to the
mother-country: this is a grand miftake, becaule induftry and fruga-
lity in all fubfervients, is requifite, otherways they cannot long af-
ford to continue this confumption reckoned a benefit to GreatBritin.
5. Running in debt prodages depreciating money-making aflemblies
(having fecured the real value of their own ufual falaries and wages)
towards romantic, &'c. expeditions or any paper money. requiring
affair ; and procures voluntiers for fuch expeditions by fcreening
debtors from their creditors, thus, and by other (1 muft not fay iniquit=
ous) adts for the relief of debtors, hurting creditors and the credic of

the country very much,
Q2 others
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others only in the manner and age proper to ‘_ré_:cciv_e
baptiim. My being prolix in this point, 1s defigned nat
to dictate, but to contribute towards conciliating their af-
fections to ‘one another ; their "doctrinal religion is the
fame 3 their eftablifbment of legal toleration the fame;
they differ only noniinally, or in denominations ; if any
of thefe denominations fhould be angry with me, I give
them this fhort anticipating anfwer, I am independent,
and of no party but that of truth.

The differences in the modes of Baptifin are not ef-
fential ; my woucher is the bifhop of L.ondon our dio-
cefan, ‘noted by his printed pious {fuper- excellent paftoral
letters 3 in'a' lettér to the'reverend Mr. Miles, a rector of
the church of England in Bofton, dated Fulham, Sept. 3,
1724« % Lhave been informed within thefe few days,
by a bilhop who  had aletter from Bofton, that fome
<« of the niinifters there, begin the difpute about the va-
¢ Iidity and invalidity of baptifih ; adminiftred by per-
<« fons not epifcopally ordained. This was advanced in
¢ Enoland “fome years ago, by the Nonjurors, enemies
< of ‘the Proteftant religion, and prefent government.
«« "The bifhops in convocation then aflembled, fet forth
<% apapery proving and declaring, that baptifm by water
< in the' name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, by
<¢what ‘hand foever adminftred, or however irregular,
“¢ is not to be repeated: this doétrine, the great patrons
< of our church maintained againft the Puritans .in the
“ reigns of queen’ Elizabeth and king James L. Con=
« fidering the views with which this dottrine has.been
¢ lately advanced here by the Nonjurers, if any mif-
< fionary fhall renew ‘this controverfy, and advance the
« famne, I fhall ‘efteem hirm an enéemy to the church of
<« England, and the proteftant fucceffion, and fhall deal
s with him accordingly.” Dodwel carried this affaic of
baptifm’ to @ ridiculous height, wiz: that the fouls of
men wete faturally mortal, but epifcopal baptiim makes
them immortal, S <L 0 i hif W

The
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* The differences in offering up their prayers to the
fupreme Being are not eflential, whether, 1., By liturgy,

a prmtcd mrm, called, in the church of England, com-,
mon- prayer, Memoriter, though generally compofed,

by fome Lhru&ory, or cuftom, of h\lblt as amongit the;
three dertominations of proteftant diffenters. 3. Randomy,
extempore prayers of the fober-minded ; I do pot mean
the profane enthuliaftic prayers of new-lights and others,;
which they impioully’ call, praying as the Spirit fhall
give them utterance ; iafpirations are ceafed. 4. Mengak
prayers; thefe are ¢ alled Quietifts; fuch are the Englith
Quakers, the Dutch Mennifts or Mennonites, the Spa-
nifh, French, and Iralian Molinifts ; they are ofopmlon,
that in our devotions we are to retire our muinds from
all exteriors, and fink into a pious frame of filence ;
that ufing of words, or attending te words, interrupts
devotion ; and they reduce all the exercife of religion to
this fimplicity of mind.  In fhort, Quietifls are of opi-
nion, that the great Gon ought to be adored in filence
and admirations that words and ceremonies divert true
devotion to material founds and objects. - Oun Quakers
fay, that their filent meetings are the moft edifying. A
ftriét uniformity in religion does not peaple a country,
but depopulates, and particularly fends away the befk
of their people, the induilrious, peaceable; confcientious
diffenters.  The revocation of the ediél of Nantes hure
France very much, by fending away many of their beft
manufaCures and amﬁcers, to the great benefit  of
Great-Britain and Holland, where an extenﬁve, compals
fiopate, charitable toleration, is eftablifhed by laws and
placarts.

g.. In our colonies people of all religions are under
the coercive powm of the civil Bovcrnmen: therefore,
at prefent, any other government in the feveral denomi-
nations of churches, might have the bad effect of mipe-
rikg i imperioy i, e. confufion. In fac, in.our planta-
tions, at this time, there is no real provincial churgh-
government, and confequently they do not differ in this

Q 3 refpect 3
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refpeét; the bithop’s commiffary is only a nominal office :
the aniual meeting of the independent or congregational
clergy in Bofton the end of May, at the folemnity of the
ele¢tion of a provincial council ; and the yearly pilgri-
mage of fome Quakers, are only upon a laudable friend-
ly account. Perhaps a fuperintendant of the miffionaries
from the fociety of 1701, might have a good effeét ;
with a power and inftruétions to remove miflionaries
from one ftation to another, as the intereft of propagat-
ing the gofpel might require. As an hiftorian, every
thing is in my province. Some who do not underftand
propriety of characters, think I ought not to mention
the clergy ; but, as a writer of hiftory, I cannot avoidit,
without being reckoned deficient and partial in the affairs
of the clergy. '

4. "The 'veftments of the clergy are not to be faulted 5
they are not effential to religion ;' all communions {éem
to 'affe€t fomething peculiar in this refpeét; the gown,
caffock, girdle, rofe, furplice, &Ge. of the church of Eng-
land ; the plain black gown of the officiating 'clergy ‘in
Geneva, Switzerland, and among the Huguenots' of
France; the blackgown with frogs in the country mi-
nifters of Scotland ; the black cloak of the independents;
the antiquated habit of the Quakers, particularly of their
exhorters,

Perhaps, at prefent, many religions are fo loaded
with verbal differences or controverfies, and with enthu-
fiaftic devotional terms, that they are become an affaif
not of piety, fincerity, and truth, but a jumble of in-
fignificant technical words, and cant-phrafes : as former-
ly, inftead of true folid philofophy and natural hiftory,
there was in the fchools only a pedantic metaphyfical
jargon, which by this time has received a notable refor-
mation ; fo I doubt not, that religion in time may admit
of the like purity and fimplicity.

''In Great-Britain there are three diftinét focieties for
propagating chriftian proteftant kuowledge or religion in
foreign parts, incorporated by royal charters.

1. Anno
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1. Anno 1649, the parliament of England, granted a
charter to a prefident and fociety, for propagating the
gofpel in New-England ; at the reftoration it was laid
afide, but: by folicitation a new charter was granted 14
Car, I1. Feb. 7. to a fociety or company for propagating
the gofpel in New-England, and parts adjacent in Ame-~
rica.; the number of members not to exceed forty-five,
and the furvivors. to fupply vacancies ; they appoint
commiffioners in New-England to manage affairs there :
this charity has been belpful to fome of the preachers in
New-England who have fmall provifion.

2. Anno. 1709, by charter there was eftablifhed in
Seotland a fociety for propagating chriftian knowledge
amongft the Highlanders ; 4 Geor. I, their charter was
extended to all infidel countries beyond feas ; they have
a confiderable fund ;. they have had a miflionary upon the
New:-England  weftern frontiers, and another upon its
eaftern frontiers 5 the laborious Mr. Brainard, lately dead,

was, their miflionary amongft the Indians upon the

northern frontiers of Penfylvania, and the Jerfeys.

03+ A dociety for propagating the gofpel in foreign
patss eftablifhed by charter June 16, anne 1701 3 their
certain fungd is .very, fmall 5/ they depend upon fubfcrip-
tions and cafual donations ; their fubfcribing and corre-
iponding members at prefent, are upwards of 50003
in the American colonies, near fixty miflionaries ; their
annual expence exceeds 4000/ fterling.  We may find by
their charter,- by their annual fociety-{fermons, and by
the yearly narvatives of the progrefs of this fociety,
that the principal defign is to propagate chriftian know-
ledge ; that the Indians may come to the knowledge of
Curist; to preach the gofpel to the heathen; the
care.of the Indians bordering upon our fettlements, and
fuch like expreffions : a fecondary defign is, to officiate
when there is no provifion, or only a fmall provifion for
a gofpel miniftry.. Many good things were originally
intended. by this charter, and doubtlefs the fame good
intentions continue with the fociety 3 but in all public
Q 4 diftant
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diftant affairs the: managers at home' may be impofed

upon. Here I beg leaye of the miffionaries; as an hifto-

rian to relate matters of facty if any miffionary thinks
that I deviate from the truth, he may correét me; and I
fhall. be more explicit and. particular in the appendix.
The remarks which I fhall make at prefent are, 1. The
miffionaries do not concern themfelves with the conver-
figns of the Indians or heathen; the miffionaries of Al
bany, in the province of New-York, have at times vifited

the Mohawks. 2. Inftead of being fent to refide and'

ferve their miflions in' our out-town new fertlements
(where, in the words of their charter) * the provilion
*_for minifters is very mean, or are wholly deftitute and
‘¢ unprovided of a maintenance for miniiters; and the
«¢ public worthip of Gop,” they are fent to the capitals,
richefty and beft civilized towns of our provinces ; as if
the delign and inflitution were only to bring over the to-
lerated fober, civilized diffenters, to the formality of fay-
ing thelr prayers [4] liturgy-fafhion. In' the colony of
Rhode-Ifland, difcreet able miffionaries are requifite.

- The Britifh miffionaries of the three diftinét focieties
are much deficient, when compared with the miffionaries
of .other nations amongft the heathen: © r. For many

years laft paft, we have frequent accounts of ‘many nu-’

[2] I do not intend to derogate from the liturgy or common-prayer
of the church of England, from their veftments, and other, deco-
rations and céremonies (which fome Puritans call ecclefiaflical Scene-
ry) from their fafts and feftivals, ' Becaufe, v, So mueh-6f the Ro-
man breyiaries and ceremonies, were to be retained, aswere confiftent
with the reformation ; that the #anfitus or change with the vulgar
might be more eafily complied with. ~ 2. Thofe of the confeflion of
Augiburg, and Heidelberg in Germany, the Huguenots of France, the
Duieh eftablifhed church, &', have printed forms of prayér, and a
fixed plalmody. = 3. The Greek and Armenian chusches tolerated in
the 'I!.::.trkilh and Perfian dominions, muft have vanithed many centu-
ries'ago, if it had not been for the outward (hew of the veltments of
theirclerpy, decofations of their charches, their fats and feltivals, 4.
To the Weltminfter prefbytérian confeflion of faith, is annéxed a di-

reftory for the public worlhip of God, amongft éther things the feverals

heads to be obferved in their public prayers are direcled, - .
merous
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merous converfions of the heathen in the Faft-Indies by,
the Danifh chriftian proteftant miffionaries, whigh not
only {#] propagates our chriftian religion, but, in a poli=,
tical view, brings over the aborigines, and fecures-them jn,
a'national intereft: 2. The French miffionaties in Ca-
nada are indefatigable, and ‘thereby feérve the intereft of-
France, equally with that of chriftianity. 3. The po-
pith miffionaries in China, from feveral European na-
tions, by their mathematical ingenuity, and their emwia
emnibus, have been very ufeful to chriftianity.

A digreffion concerning the fettling of colowies imgenerals with>
an Utgpian amyfement; or logfe propofals; towards regulat-
ing the Britifh calanies in the north continent of America.

IT is a. common, but miftaken notion, that fending
abroad .colonjes weakens the mother-country 5. Spain is:
generally brought for an inftance; but Spain being ill

[#] Miffionaries may be ufeful in a double capacity, 1. Civil, that,
is, by bringing thofe wild nations or tribes, into the intereft worldly o
political of their conltituents, dnd of keeping them fteady in the fame.
2. Religjous, far this they are principally defigned, to convert the hea-.
then to the religion of their own country ; by purity of doétrine and,
exemplary life to eftablifh religion and good manners amonglt them ;
they ought ‘chiefly to inculcate, that true happinefs' confifls in health
and. vircue; ‘that the effentials jof religion zre to begond and wifey -
M. Hubbard, in his hiftory of the, woubles in New.England; by the
Indizans, gives a wrong torn, is terming it, ** Uhe Indians careying gn.,
¢t (he defigns of the kingdom of darknefs ;' whereas we do not know
of any Indians, that ever attempted to pervert our people in affairg of
religion; mor to make them abjure the chriftian religion—The moft
nated and deferving Englith, mifionary, that hithesto, has appeared in.
our Britifh North-America colonies, was.the Rey, Mz, john Elliot of
Rexbury, called the Tadian Evangelift ; he waseducated at Cambridge
in Englind, came over to New-Lngland anno 1631, was fixty years
minifter 6f Roxbury, adjoining to Bofton ; his fuccefior Mr. Walter is
now living, a very. extraordinary inflance of no more than two Ancpme-
bents in the {pace of 120 years in {ucceffion., . Mr. Ellioe: died. 1690,
JEt. 86, His Indian bible (it was in Natic Indian) was printed at
Cambridge 1664 ; after his death it was republifhed with the cor-:
redtions of Mr. Cotton, minifter of Plymouth,

peopled
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peopled does not proceed from thence ; it is from their
native floth 5 from driving all the Moors out of that
country ; from a rigorous inquifition in religious affairs ;
from vaft numbers of friars and nuns, who do not la-
bour, and who are not allowed to propagate their {pecies :
for this reafon, and from the popes being landlords only
for life, the pope’s dominions in Italy are almoft defolate
of people, but nmot from fending out colonies ; they
have no colonies.

The grandeur of Pheenicia, Greece, and Rome, was
much owing to their colonies ; they made no complaints
of their colonies depopulating their refpeétive mother-
countries. . The many and large Dutch colonies in the
Eaft-Indies, do not depopulate Holland; but are the
chief . foundation of their wealth. - How vaftly rich muft
FErance have been in a very fhort time, if the good car-
dinal, Fleury’s fcheme of trade and colonies had been
followed, in place of their idle romantic' land-conquelts
in Europe. :

The people fent from Great-Britain and their progeny .

made vaftly more profitable returns, than they could pef-

fibly have done by their labour at homet I do/not mean;
idlers and foldiers {ent- only for the defence of unne-
ceffary multiplied colonies 5 this feems to be bad policy,:
by exhaufting their mother-country both of men and;
money. If any neighbouring foreign. fettlement be~,

comes noxious, let us demolith or difmantle ity swhen in,

our power, and prevent, by treaty or force, any future;

fettlement ; this will be fufficient and profitablesys i3

. The nations of Great-Britain are not a numerouspeo-
ple, and therefore cannot fwarm fo much (in allufion to;
bees) as fome other countries of Europe : we;-have
found and do practice two confiderable expedients, o
fupply this defect. 1. Importing and naturalizing of

o

foreigners; - witnefs. the late incredible growth of the
province of Penfylvania, from the importation of Pala-
tines and Strafburghers from Germany. ~ By an act of
parliament, any foreigners who, after the firft of July,

1740,
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1740, fhall refide in any of his majefty’s colonies feven
years or more, without being abfent above two months
at a time from the colonies, and fhall bring a certificate
of his having received the facrament within three months
in fome proteftant congregation, and of taking the oaths
to the government before a juftice, and regiftering the
fame, fhall be deemed as natural-born fubjeéts. 2. Im-
porting and employing of [¢] flaves from Africa ; in the
Weft-India or fugar-iflands, and in the fouthern diftrict
of the Britifh colonies in North-America; they are about
300,000 at the charge of about 30s. fterling per amnum
per head. Thefe negro flaves are employed in the pro-
duce of all our fugars, tobacco, rice, and many other va-
luable commodities.

The difcouragements and hindrances of the growth
of our plantations, which require to be remedied, are all
imprefles, becaufe hitherto our plantations have no {pare
hands. 1. Inlifting of landmen as foldiers to ferve with-"
out their feveral provinces or colonies : all the ¢olonies’
want more people, and whites; natives of Ametica 'do
not ‘well  bear tranfplantation ; of the two companies’
fent froin Maflachufetts-Bay in New-England many years’
ago for the reliefl of ' Jamuica, notabove fix men return-
ed ;' 'of the 500 men fent to Cuba expeditions, not ex-
ceeding fifty men returned ; of the 4000 men volun-
teers upon the expedition to Louifbourg, one half died
of ficknefies 3 ‘and they who returned, came home with
a habit of idlenefs, and generally confumed more than
they earned, ‘and ‘confequently were worfe than dead':
inliftments to 'be allowed only occafionally in cafes of
invafions or infurretions in'the neighbouring provinces.
2. Impreffing of idlers, and imprefling of failors from
the inward-bound trade, leaving aboard proper perfons

[¢] From obfervation and experience, it'feems to be an eftablifhed
opinion, thata negro man of forty Zt. is in value equal to a negro
boy of ten Zt. awd proportionally in their other ages upwards.and
downwards,

to
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to take care of the intercft, though in itfelf illegal, is by
cultom. connived at; but this connivance is abufed by
fome commanders, imprefling men who in a fpecial
manner are exempted by aét of parliament, fuch as fo-
reign_ fuilors, trade(mens apprentices,. whole crews of
merchant-thips outward-bound, and cleared out; without
fecuring the. veflels from difafters, and the goods from
embezzelments.

1. By alt of parliament,amongft thofe exempted from
imprefles, are, every foreigner, whether: feamen or land-
men, who fhall ferve in any merchant-fhip or privateer,
belonging to the fubjects of Great-Britain. There are
likewife exempted from being impréfied into his ma-
jelty’s fervice; every perfon being of the age of fifty-five
yeats, or under eighteen ; every perfon who fhall ufe the,
fea, fhall be exempted from being imprefied for the {pace
of twa years, to be computed from his firft goingto
fea; and every perion swho having ufed the fea, fhall,
bind himfelf apprentice to ferve at {ea, fhall be exempted.
from being imprefled for the {pace of three years, to be
computed from the time of binding. i

2, The navy may be ferved without violent imprefles ;.
we have many inftances of brave, active, gallant com-
manders, who have carried on affairs committed to their
truft with good expedition and fuccefs, without diftrefling
of.trade ; but merely by voluntary inliftments, having
gained the affection of failors in general, by ufing thofe
men with humanity and benevolence ; 2 noted inftance
we have of this in Sir Peter Warren, a gentleman of an
univerfally acknowledged good character, naturally good
and humane, always friendly to trade, benevolent, be-
loved by his officers and common failors, affiduous and
conftant, therefore fuccefstul and fortunate.

- .3 If the foremaft men. aboard men of war were more
humanely ufed by all their officers, perhaps there would
be -no occafion for imprefles : their encouragement ‘in
times of war is very confiderable, wiz. That all officers,
{eamen, and foldiers, on board every Britifh man of war,

fhall
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thall have the fole property of all fhips and merchandize
they thall take after the 4th of January, 1739, in Europe,
and after the 24th ofJune, 1740, in any other part of the
world; to be divided in fuch propartion as the crown
fhall order by proclamation, as alfo a bounty of 57 for
every man which was living on' board any veffel {6 taken
or deftroyed, at the beginning of the engagement; by
!Jroc]amation the "dividends” were to the taprain 3 8ths
{if under the command of an admiral or warrant commo-
dore, one of the threeeighths is to the admiral 'or ¢om-
modore) 1 8th to the Tieutenants and mafter’; 1 8th to
the warrant officers; 1 8th to the petty officersy and
2 8ths to the private men. By alt of the general affem-
bly of Maffachufetts-Bay, the provincial armed veffels in
dividing their captures, 2 8ths is allotted to the captain,
and 2 8ths to the private men, becaufe the private men
of 'a provincial privateer are fuppofed to be good livers
and 1nhabitants; thofe belonging to men of wal ‘aie
renerally abandoned vagrants, and any additionsl pence
enders them mare ‘diffolute and incapable or hegligent
of their duty, i e

There are many other encouragements to provide the
navy with volantier failors ; and to prevent arbitrary and
viglent imprefiés, unnatural in a free Britith conftitution ;
for inftangce. :

4. For the better encouraging foreign feamen to ferve
on_ board Britifh fhips, it is enafted, that EVEEY fuch
foreign feaman, who fhall, after the firft day of January,,
1739, have ferved during the war, on board any Briti
man of war, merchant-fhip, or privateer, for two years,
fhall be deemed a natural-born fiibjeét of Gredt-Britain,
dnd fhall enjoy all che grivileges, &', as ap adtnal na-
tiye of ,chathriga_in.—-l rovided, thatno perforuthus nas
turalized, fhall be of the privy council, or fhall have
any place of rtruft civil or military, or have any grant
o ."1@{_:]5“ from ‘the crown. Imprefling of feamen. for

¢ fervice.of the navy, prevents the increafe: of fhipping
and -fggmen in~the colonies, and occlaﬁcmal’ly makes

e riots
hai
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[4] riots and dangerous tumults; the imprefling of fea-
men has in part been redrefled by the late aft of parlia-
ment. There had long fubfifted a difpute between
the admiralty and the trade, concerning the impreffing of
failors: the firft infifted that, commanders of priva-
teers, and mafters of merchant-men, did encourage de-
fertion from his Majefty’s thips of war by entertaining
and hiring deferters ; the merchants complained of the
great hardfbips upon trade and navigation, from the
arbitrary unreafonable imprefs of hands by indifcreet
captains and commanders: to accommodate this affair
the parliament of Great-Britain in their wifdom paffed
an act anno 1746, that privateers or merchant-men har-
bouring deferters from the king’s thips, fhould forfeit
50 /. fterling per man; and any officer of a man of war
imprefling any failor (deferters excepted) on fhore or on
board fhall pay 50/ fterling, for each man imprefied.
This act is only in relation to the fugar-ifland colonies ;
it might eafily, when in agitation, have been extended to
the continent colonies of North-America by proper ap-
plication of their feveral agents; in a particular man-
ner New-England claimed this exemption (if their agents

/[4)} Qur province in a peculiar manner (I am apt to ‘call Maffa-
chufetts-Bay our province, becaufe, at this writing, of my refidence
there) requires fome more fevere alts againft riet, mobs, and tumalts.
The leaft appearance of a mob (fo called from Mobile Fulpus) ought
to be fupprefied, even where their intention in any particular affair is
of itfelfP very good ; becaufe they become nurfesies for dangerous tu-
mults;; I fhall give an inftance or two in Bofton, 1. A few years.
ago, a houfe. of notorious evil fame, known by the name of mother
Gr—n’s, was ranfacked by a fmall mob in the prefence of, fome
fay, by inftigation of, fome well meaning magiftrates; the confequence
was; the mob a few days afterwards demolifhed the public market-
houfe, and carried off the materials for their own private ufe. 2.
Forfome years paft upon the gth of November, being the anaiverfary
Gun-powder-treafon day, feveral maobs, have carried about pageants
of the Pope, the Devil, and Pretender; thefe Gun-powder-treafon
mobs- yearly increafe. A few days after the Gun-powder-treafon
pageantries or mobs, an imprefs in Bofton harbour, with the recent ac-

cident of two men in Bofton being murdered by & prefs-gang, oceas:

fioned a very great tumult in Bofton.

had
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had had that addrefs, intereft, vigilancy, and-affiduiry
which their duty required) by having lately fuffered fo
much in their perfons and purfes by ‘2 voluntary expe=
dition in favour of ‘their mother-country againft Louvifs
bourg: Tam apt to think that being toa forward beyond
our natural abilities, may give the: miniftry at home fome

reafon to imagine, that New-England is fo increafed in.

people, as-to have many idlers to fpare as appears by:
théir order for two regiments of foldiers (or 2000 men)
from hence, ‘in addition to the garrifon’ of Louifbourg,
At prefent, I'hope the miniftry are convinced that New-
England cdnnot fpare idlers’ fufficient to make one 'regis
ment complete. T fpeak for the intereft of the country,
and impartially in general; my intereft being in that coun-
try, fome may wrongly think that I am partial.

Before: the ‘plantation or colony trade took place; the
trade of England confifted only in the exporrationiof
tin fe], lead; leather [ f ], grain; and 'wool[¢] + by colonies

{e] Britain furpafes all the world for woollen manufadiures and for
tin ; the Pheenicians had colonies in the Cafliterides or Britifh iflands;
becaufe of their Tyn : there is no known place of the earth, where
fuch quantities of 'tin are to be found ; Mr. Dayenant, 4 former in-
fpeftor-general of the imports and exports, in his reports anneo 1711,
writes, that the contract for tin, was 1600 ton flannery weight, oc
1714 ton, .5081b. avoirdupois weight 3 which is more than is taken
off. by foreign exportation and home confumption, and may tend ta
make the commeédity a drug, e

[/ )i Great-Britain prodices more Grarx, than they can confume,
and there are certain bounties given upon its exportation, whes prices
do not exceed {pecified rates; and upon the expertation of manu=
fagtures from grain, there are bounties and drawbacks, . g. upon
mailt,” beer; malt«{pirits. . In England from a confumption of about
8o;000 quarters of malt are - manufaétured about 1,600,000 gallons.of
malt-(pirits, which pays upwards of 1 50,000 /i Redling per aurum to.
the public revenye. 3

{£] ‘Weol and woollens are the greateft and mott profitable commo-
dity of the produce and manufafture of Great-Britain, on which the
value-of lands and the trade of the nation do chiefly depend, The
gaincin manufadturing of wool is fo. confiderable, that the greateft:

enaltiés, even to death, prohibits the exportation of wool not manas;

&ured ; the admiralty appoint cruizers on the coafts of Grear-Britains
“and Ireland, to intercept the exportation of wools theie penalties

b i our
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our trade and navigation is vaftly improved; /Cromwell
and the rumpyparliament had good notions of trade in 'gé,-
neral, and particularly of the plantation trades they had
a {cheme to bring the Dutch to reafon, for fome gut
rages they had done us: in our fpice trade and .other
affaits; but the fubfequent reigns of the  indolent
Charles the fecond, and of the popifh prieft-rid James
the {econd, were great damps.  The addition which the
faftories and colonies have made to our trade and na-
vigation is immenfe, iz, the Indian trade, fur and fkin
trade, cod-fithery and filh-oil, naval flores,. tobacco,
rice, iugar, and other Weit-India Ifland. produce. = Be-
fides the profits they afford to the planters, merchants,
and navigation owners, they yield great branches of re-
venue to the public treafury ; the Eaft-India trade about
300,000/ fterling per auumm. tobacco-200,000 /. {terling,
fugars 150,000/ fterling, &%,

In multiplying of colonies, there are boundaries which
to advantage cannot be exceedéd. Thus our fugar colo-
nies produce as much fugar as we can vent to profit ;
the fame may be faid of rice, and pethaps of tobacco ;

were exterded to wool from Treland, and aftérwards to the planta-
tions ; by a& of parliament, after Dec. 1, 1659, no wool nor woollens

the produce of any of the Englifi plantations in America, to_be
fhipped off on any pretence whatioever ; as allo that no fuch wool or
Woollens, the produce of any of the Englifh plantations in America,
fhall be loaden upon any horfe, cart, orother carriage, to the intent
and purpofe to be exported, tranfported, carried, or conveyed out of
the faid Englifh plantations, to any other of the {aid plantations, or to
any other place whatfoever, upon the fame pains, penalties, and for-
geitﬁr&‘; Which are forfeiture of goods and carriage, and so0/. flerl.

ne.

Our woollets are above one third of our univerfal export. Atz
miediom our wool ‘manufaftured is double' the value of the wool it-
felf; and deduéting all charges, one third of the neat profit goes to
the landlord, We import about sooo bags of SpanifE or Scgoyia
woel per auuwri 5 it is of a fine grain) without a mixture of it np
foperfine cloths can be made) but of a fhort ftaple; it cannot_be
_\gb}ught without a mixture of Englifh or other wool of a longer

ple.

it
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if we increafe in thefe, their prices at market from their
plenty muft fall, and not yield a fufficient profit.

The regulations in the colony-trade, ought to be al-
tered according as circumftances of time, &F¢. may re-
quire; for inftance, feeing by an arret of the council of
ftate 1726, the French colonies are allowed to carry their
produce direétly to other ports of Europe, but the vef-
fels to return directly to the ports of France from whence
they fet out : therefore Great-Britain feems to be under
a neceflity to take off all enumerations (that of fugar and
rice 1s lately in part taken off ) but that the vefitls which
carry plantation-goods to foreign ports, fhall clear out
from Great-Britain before they return to the plantations,
This would prevent their carrying foreign goods to our
plantations dire¢tly, and would maintain the proper de-
pendency of the colonies upon their mother-country,

The Utopian amufement.

I smavt conclude the general hiftory of the Britith
North-America colonies, being the firft part of our fum-
mary, by a fcheme for the betrer regulating thefe colo-
nies. It is not to be expected that fuch confiderable
alterations are to be made, and therefore may be called
an idle fcheme; but, perhaps, it may give fome hints
towards rectifying feveral things, which much require
emendations.

By the general patent of king: James I, anno 1606,
the fea-line of the Englifh North-America, at that time
called North and South-Virginia, was to have been di-
vided into colonies [g] of 100 miles fquare, being for
each colony 100 miles upon-the fea; but this patent
was foon vacated, and the propofed divifions did not
take place: afterwards royal grants were made at {undry
times, to various grantees of {ingle perfons or commu-
nities, of different humours and views 3 {o that bounda-
ries (the countries not being well explored, for inftance,

Pag. .
Vor. 1. p=rle] ‘;%. i Merrimack
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Merrimack river with relation to the boundaries of Maf-
fachufetts-Bay, and New-Hamplhire colories) were un-
certain, and their conftitutions different. The colonies
at this time are arrived to a ftate of confiderable matu-
rity, and the conveniences and inconveniences of the
politia or polity of the feveral colonies are now apparent ;
perhaps it would be for the intereft of the nations of
Great-Britain, and for the eafe of the miniftry or mana-
gers at the court of Great-Britain, to reduce them to
fome general uniformity 3 referring to their feveral gene-
ral aflemblies or legiflatures, the raifing of taxes, and ap-
propriating the fame, with the affairs relating to their
different or fundry produces and trade ; thefe may be
called their municipal laws.

Previoufly, at the court of Great-Britain, there may
be confituted A BOARD OF TRADE AND PLANTATIONS
for direftion; to be compofed of gentlemen returned
home, who have formerly been governors of colonies,
judges of vice-admiralty, confuls at foreign ports of trade,
commodores who have ferved fome time in plantation-
ftations, furveyor-generals, and collectors of the cuftoms
in the colonies, planters, merchants, and factors who fol-
low the plantation trade. Some few of thefe may have
falaries, and be obliged to a clofe attendance 3 the others
may be honorary, and with equal power of management
when prefent : the agents (they are properly their attor-
neys) of the colonies to attend when called upon.

This board being conftituted, their firft bufinefs may
be to compofe a draught of a body of general laws for all
the plantations (it may be called the MaGNA cHARTA
or THE BriTisE coLoniEs IN AmERica) by perufing
the prefent law-books of the feveral colonies, and from
their own perfonal experience and obfervartion, wn:h the
affiftance of the attorney and folicitor-general, or of fome
other eminent lawyers, This draught of general laws
for the plantations to be laid before the Bririfh parliament
for their approbation, and to be pafled into a public act
of parliament; in procefs of time, and as things may

4 require,
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require, fubfequent parlidments may make additions and
amendments. All thefe general laws may be comprized
in [4] one pocket-volume. -

Some of thele plantation general laws, may relate to the
Jollowing articles.

I. ProrerTy fhall permanently remain as at prefent,
and transferable according to law, with a claufe for quiet-
ing poffefilions. i

Proprietary and charter-governments to be vacated for
equivalents, either in money, or a further addition of
land-property, and all governments of the colonies to be

vefted in the crown [7].
The government of all the northern American con-

tinent~colonies being thus in the crown, that country
may, at the pleafure of the court of Great-Britain, be
divided inte fundry governments more uniform, equal,
and convenient for the attendance of perfons concerned

[#] The laws of nations of lang ftanding have been reduced with
great utility into a fmall compafs. The Roman pandedts are in fifty-
one titles. Lewis XIV of France reduced all the laws of that greag
country into two {mall pocket volumes, called Code de Louis des af=
Sfaires de mery and Code de Louis des affaires de terve. The laws of Scot=
land preceding the union, are in three duodecimo volumes, The laws
of Denraark are in one quasto volume

[7] To fome original grantees, the government of the colony was
equally their property, as that of the foil. It has been a prattice,
time out of mind, with the Bririfh legiflatures, for a public good
ufe, to take away private property, allowing proper adequate com-
penfation. In fuch grants of colonies, government and land-property
are not 10 be deemed for ever infeparable; the earl of Granyille
{formerly lord Carteret) had one eighch of the government, as well as
of the foil of the Carolinas; litely he refigned his partof the govern-
ment to the crown, retaining his eighth part of the foil, which is laid off
diftiné, but fome think too amply, either as an equivalent for refign~

ing his'fhare in that government, or by way of indalgence as a court-
favourite. ‘The people of the New-[erfeys were fo mutinous for two or
three years, that the proprietors (the proprietors are many) for their
own eafe, furrendered the government to the queen in council, by aa
infttument dated April 17, 1702, ‘ y
R 2 in
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in their provincial courts, than at prefent, without any
damage or infiaction of [£) property : moreover, the fo-
veral colonies will be more adequate checks upon one
another in cafes of mutiny or infurre@ions. The {everal
colonies as at prefent are at length, and with much dif-
ficulty, become well-bounded and diftinguifhed (the line
between Maryland and Penfylvania excepted) and there-

fore without any trouble may be reduced into the follow-
Ing governments ;

1. Nova Scotia.
. Sagadahock, Province of Main, and N ew-Hamp-
thire.

. Maffachuffetts-Bay.

. Fhode-ifland, and Connecticut.,

New-York, and the New- Jerfeys.

Penfylvania, and the three lower counties upon
Delaware river.

Maryland.

. Virginia.

North-Carolina.

10. South-Caralina.

11. Georgia,

o)

S\ & W

[#] Where the property belongs to one family (as the earl of Gran-
ville, lord Fairfax, lord Baltimore, and Pen’s) there is no d ﬂiuuhy,
becaufe no damage is done to the progerty of the (oil, by fubjefing
fome part of it'to the jurifdiction of one government, and the other
part of it to the jurifdiftion of an adjacent govenment: bur where
the property of the foil belongs to a community, as in three of the co-
lonies of New-England ; in {plitting of colonies for uniformity and
convenience, there feems to be (ome difficalty in dividing or adjufting
the property of colony Jands remaining, not granted to private per-
fons; this difficulty vanifhes in courfe of years. . Thecolony of Rhbode-
ifland has made grants of all their community-lands to fundry private
perfons many years fince: the colony of Connefticut fold the re-
mainder of their colony-lands, anno 1737, being feven townfhips in
its north-welt corner, to private perfons by public vendue ; the intéreft
of the purchafe-money is wifely applied towards the fupport of free-
fchools. In the province of Maffachufetts-Bay (their government is
in the crown, but the property of their lands or foil is in the com-
munity) of their old charter-colony lands, not exceeding the value of

Hudfon’s-

]
i
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Hudfon’s-Bay is not a colony, and confifts only of very
much feparated fmall factories or lodges, at the mouths
of fome confiderable rivers, where the Indians in their
canoes come to trade with furs and fkins. Newfound-
fand is not-a colony, but only a number of good harbours
for curing of cod-fifh ; the foil is good for nothing.

As the country and rivers are now well explored and
known, if the colonies were to be new-modelled, they
might be more diftinétly bounded as follows.

Nova Scotia, which is bounded by the river and gulph
of 8t. Laurence, by the Atlantick ocean, and Bay of
Fundi, fhall be further bounded by boundary, N° 1,
being St. John's river, &

In the boundaries of the feveral colonies according to
this fcheme, I mean a due true courfe, but not accord-
ing to compats or magnetic needle, becaufe of the con-
tinued irregular progreflive variations.

1. St. John’s river, from its mouth up to——N. lat.
and thence in a courfe true north to St. Laurence river,
called Canada river.

2. Sagadahock entrance, and up Quenebeck river to
N. lat.—and then north to- the river of St. Laurence.

3. Up Merrimack river to its fork in N. lat.—near
Endicot's tree, and thence north to St. Laurence river.

4. Up Conneéticut river to—N- lat, and thence north
to the river of St. Laurence.

four or five townthips or parifhes of fix miles fquare each. remains
not granted to private perfons: in their additional province of Maine,
a line of two townfhips deep (the valuable part of that country) along
the fea and rivers is already become private property ; fo thatthe re-
mainder, of lefs value, may be refigned to the crown for fome valua-
ble confideration, to be applied towards paying the province debt.
Befides, by treaty with the Indiansanno 1725, all thofe lands hitherto
not conveyed to private perfons, were referved to the Indians.

N. B. In thefe community-colonies, when they made grants to pri-
vate perfons, if they had [{ubjedled the granted lands to fome {mall
certain quit-rents, thefe quit-rents would have been a permanent branch
of the public revenue towards the charges of government; and would
have prevented large trafls of granted lands from being ingrofled, lying

idle and wafte,
R 3 5. Up
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5. Up Hudfon’s river to the carrying-place to Wood-
creek, by Woodcreek and the drowned lands to lake
Champlain, by lake Champlain and down the river
Chamblais to St. Laurence river,

6. Up Delaware-Bay, and the river to N. lat.—and
thence north to lake Ontario.

7. Up Chefepeak-Bay, and Sefquahana river to N. lat.
—and thence north to lake Ontario.

8. Up Chowan found, and Roanoke river to——long,
welt from London—and thence due weft to the Apala-
hian mountains, or farther weft to the river Mifliffippi.

9. Up Winea-Bay, and Peddie river to——W. long.
~—and thence welt to the Apalachian mountains, or far-
ther to the river of Mifliflippi.

10. Up the Savanna river to——W. long.—and
thence weit to the Apalachian mountains, or farther to
the great river Mifliflippi.

11. Finally, is the new Utopian colony of Georgia,
which may extend fouth and weft indefinitely.

Iflands in the dividing bays and rivers may be annexed
in the whole to one of the adjoining provinces, or partly
to one, and partly to the other.

IL In each colony or province, there may be a legi-
flature for raifing of taxes, and for appropriating the
fame to the fundry articles of the charges of government,
and for enacting of municipal laws, adapted to the pécu-
liar circumftances of the colony, to be [ent home (if for
any confiderable period) for approbation: if prefented,
and not difallowed by the king in council after ——
time, fuch plantation laws fhall be deemed good, as- if
ratified. 1

The legiflatures may confift of three negatives :

1. The governour, with adyvice of the king’s or go-
vernour’s council [£], appointed by the crown, with re-

[/] Ts all our colonies, Penfylvaniz excepted, the council is one of the
three negatives in the legiflature 5 fin the King's governments it feems
unequal (I do not fay ablurd) becaufe as the crown has the appoming

commen-
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commendation of the Board of trade and plantations ;
this may be called the king’s negative,

2d negative may be fome particular heredicary lords
of large manors (e. g. Ranflaer, Leving{ton, Beekman
in New-York government) appointed by royal patents :
The qualifications may be a land eftate in conflituted
townfhips or parithes, not lefs than three thoufand acres,
and who fhall pay at leaft——/. fterling, value in every
thoufand pound province rate ; fomething of this nature
was defigned in the beginning of Carolina fettlement.
Thefe Patricii, or hereditary Optimates, will be a cre-
dit to the country, and may be called the upper houfe
of aflembly. Thofe lands to be in tail general, that is,
to females in defect of muales (while in females that
vote lies dormant, until a male, the iffue of this female,
fhall appear) indivifible and unalienable : this feems to
be confonant to the fecond negative in the parliament of
Great-Britain.

3d negative is the reprefentatives of the common
people from their feveral diftrifts; and may be called
the lower houfe of aflembly, or the commeon houle of
aflfembly. At prefent they are varioufly reprefented, as
may appear in the following fections, concerning the
feveral colonies. Perhaps a general uniformity might be
expedient, that is, two oy more reprefentatives from each
county, and twe reprefentatives from each fhire town:
the qualification for the eleCtors to be 405, por aumum
fterling value of freehold, or 50/ fterling value prin-

- ID . -
cipal in any eftate real or perfonal ; the qualificasion of
the elected, reprefentative, or deputy to be——:ger

annuim, land rent, or——principal eftare of any kind clear
of all incumbrances. As the reprefentatives of counties
and towns are not eleted as agents for thefe counties
or townfhips at the general court, but as their quota of

of the governor, 2nd of his council ; the crown is veRled with twa ne«
gatives in three : therefare it is propofed, that the King’s, or gavernor’s
council, fhall have no other concern in the legiflature, than by advice
to the governor in his negative.

R 4 the
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the commons reprefentation in the province; when they
find a perfon well qualified in knowledge and honefty,
though not a town refident (in the out-townfhips it can-
not be fuppofed that the refidents or fettlers do under-
ftand much of ftate-policy affairs) they may have the
privilege of electing that perfon, though a [#] non-refi-
dent, but with fome natural intereft of frechold in the
county or townfhips.

As upon frivolous occafions difputes fometimes hap-
pen between the feveral negatives; and thereby their
general afiemblies fpend much idle time, attended
with extraordinary charge, and delay of bufinefs : there-
fore in times of peace, they fhall not fit at one feffion
exceeding —— [#] days 3 which will oblige the repre-
fentatives of the people to a quicker difpatch of bufinefs,
and will prevent the governours from forcing them into
their own interefted meafures, by an inconvenient long
attendance.

As in fome colonies, their allemblies have refufed or
neglected, for fome years following, to fupply the ordi-
nary charges of their governments; therefore if fuch a
neglect happen in any colony for two years running, the
board of trade and plantations fhall be impowered to tax
that colony, and make an affeflinent in proportion to
fome former affeffment ; and the ufual or laft chofen col-
le¢tors and conftables be obliged to colleét the fame,
and carry it into their refpective treafuries, to be applied
as the faid board fhall dire®, but for the ufe of the
charges of the particular colony, and for no other ufe.

IIl. Rerteron, < For the greater eafe and encou-
“ ragementof the fettlers, there fhall for ever hereafter be
¢ a liberty of confcience (this is in the words of the char-

{z] In the Maflachufetts-Bay colony, 5 William and Mary it was
enacted, That no town in the province fhall chufe any reprefentative,
unlefs he be a freeholder and refident in fuch town which they are
chofen to reprefent, )

[#)] The diet of Poland for this reafon, have fuch a regulation,
eftablifhed in perpetuity.
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“ ter of the province of Maffachufetts-Bay) allowed in
¢ the worfhip of Gop, to all Chriftians [], Papifts ex-
¢ cepted ;” and without any peculiar religious qualifica-
tions for offices.  As the church of England by the arti-
cles of union is the national church of'all the Britifh plan-
tations, their minifters muft be licenced by their diocefan 5
but all other communities, with their places for religious
worfhip, may be licenced by the quarter feffions, and
regiftred.  Upon any complaints in cafes of life or doc-
trine of the minifters, the quarter feflions may appoint
fome knowing, difcreet minifters of the gofpel in the
neighbourhood (this is a jury of their peers) to enquire
into the matter, and make a report of their opinion to the
quarter feffions, Preachers and exhorters [p] not licenced
by the quarter feflions, who fhall intrude without the
invitation or confent of the town or parifh-minifter (as by
their noife and nonfenfe they may alienate the minds of
weak people from their own fettled minifters) fhall be
deemed as fortune-tellers, idle and diforderly perfons,
vagrants and vagabonds. That the parfons of the
church of England, and the minifters of the tolerated
communities be enjoined to live in exemplary charity

[o] Pag. 224,

[#] Vagrant enthufiafts, {uch as ave, at this prefent writing, Mr.

~—f—d, and his brechren; if they could be fo apprizeisé or tamed,
as to {ubmit to regunlations, the edge of their fiery zeal might be turned
toward Indian converfions, which would be of good ufe in a political,
as well as religions, view: this is pra&ifed with good effe&k by our
French neighbours of Canada. At prefent their zeal i3 ill-pointed ;
in towns of bufinefs, poor deluded tradefmen and labourers (whole
time is their only eftate) are called off to their exhortations; to the
private detriment of their families, and great damage to the public -
thus, perhaps, every exhortation of W-=f—d was about 1000 /. damage
to Bofton m New-England.

That the miflionaries be cantoned along the Indian frontiers, efpe-
cially at the truck or trading houfes, under the direétion of a fuper-
intendant or travelling miflionary, one for each of the northern and
fouthern diftriéts of our continent colonies : thefe miffionaries are alfo
to officiate in the poor out townthips or pariflies not able to maintain a
gofpel-minifiry,

and
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and (7] brotherhood. That their pulpit difcourfes may
principally re}ate to things which do not fall within the
cognizance of the municipal laws ; to preach up indu-
firy and frugality; to preach down idlenefs, a diffo-
lute life, and fraud ; never to intermeddle in affairs of
ftate; no pulpit invectives againft tolerated religious
felts ; that as Dr. Swift humouroufly exprefles it,
¢¢ Their religious zeal, having no vent by their tongues,
¢ may be turned into the proper channel of an exemplary
Nt

1V, Jupicarories. Thatin the feveral colonies, the
legiflatures, or general affemblies, may have a power to
erect judicatories for crimes capital or not capital ; for
pleas real, perfonal, or mixt ; and to elect judges and
juitices not annually or durante beneplacita, but for life,
or guamdin f¢ bene géfferint 3 and when by reafon of
age in the judges, their intellectual faculties bécome lan-
guid, and their memories fail ; they may be allowed a
certain yearly penfion : thus thefe gentlemen will make
the law their delight, ftudy, and only bufinefs; and
be under no temptation of being mercenary to provide
for a rainy day. It muft always be fuppofed that the
officers of the court of vice-admiralty, the officers from
the board of cuftoms, and the furveyors of the woods or
mafting-trees, are to be appointed by the court of Great-
Britain : the juftices of the general feffions of the peace,
of the inferior court of common pleas, of the fuperior
court of judicature, aflize, and general jail-delivery, and
of probates to be elective in the feveral provinces. That
appeals from the colonies fhall be to a court of dele-

[7] Dr. Humphrey, fecretary to the fociety for propagating the
golpel in foreign parts, in anfwer to fome complaints fent to the fo-
cicty againft fome of their miffionaries by the Rev. Mr. William
Williams of Hampfhire, by his letter dated London, Warwick-court,
in Warwick-lane, May zg, 1735, writes, that *“ the minifters of the
* church of England, were as little as may be, to meddle with any
¢ matters of controverly, but only to preach the gofpel and adminilfter
* the facraments according ta the doétring and difvipline of the church
¢ of England,”

gates,

= =

.

e e s




Sgct. IV. i NorTH-AMERICA. 251

gates, being a committee of the board of trade and
plantations ; and from thence in cafes of great confe-
quence to the houfe of lords in Great-Britain, the der-
nier refort of all juftice for the dominions of Great-Bri-
tain, which is a court of law and equity in itfelf, as all
ather courts of judicature ought to be [], '

The four principal executive offices oucht to be in
four [s] diftinct perfons or boards. 1. The governor
with his council. 2. The chancery. 3. The judges of
the fuperior court of common pleas, And 4. Thejudge
of probate of wills and granting of adminiftration.

As an eftate qualification, the judges of probates and,
judges of the {uperior courts, fhall have a clear eftate
of any fort, above what will difcharge all incumbrances;
paying —-— in every thoufand pound tax: inferior
judges and juftices of the quarter feffions, a like eftate
paying——in every thoufand pound colony or province
tax.

Some regulations to prevent delay of jultice, that
caufes may {peedily be brought to iffue and execution 5
fome exception may be made in cales, where are con~
cerned, infenis, femms converte, non-compos, and perfons
beyend feas. In all the ports, a court merchant, for the
fummary aifpatch or recovery of debts belonging to
ftrangers and tranfient traders.

That the real eftate of inteftates [#] be indivifible, and
go to the next in kin,

[#] Tnall nations of Europe, England excepted, law.and equity are
in the {ame court; in our colonies it would fhorten law-its, and pre-
vent much unneceffary charge, by uniting two. courts into one: a num-
ber of good judges may reafonably be fuppofed to have a greater col-
leftive knowledge, and to be more impartial, thana fole judge in
equity, chancellor; or maifter of the rolls; {everal chancellors have
been conviéted of iniquity.

[¢] In Vicginia, from bad policy, they are all vefted in one board,
the governor and his conncil: in feveral other colonies twa or more of
them are in the fame perfon or board.

[¢liInteltate real eftates divided among: all the children or collaterals,
and in the next generation fubdivided amonglt their children or eolla-
terals, will rendera colony for ever poor; becaufe depending upon

Y. To
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V. To EncovrRAGE THE GROWTH OF THE cOLO-
niEs. No perfon thall be carried out of the refpeétive
colonies, or required to march, withour their own con-
fent, or by a particular refolve of their legiflacure; no
levies of lands-men for foldiers, excepting in cafes of
foreign invafions, great incurfions of the Indians, or oe-
neral infurreCtions in any of the colonies ; thefe [#]levies
to be in certain proportions or quotas for each colony,
to be fettled from time to time, according to their pro-
portional growths by the boards of trade and plantations.
No imprefls of failors, it hinders the growth of their
trade and navigation; the profits center in the mother-
country ; imprefles may occalion tumults and mutinies
in the colonies; a noted inftance we have from that rafh
unprecedented imprefs [w] at Bofton New-England by

a fmall pittance of land, fcarce {ufficient to prodtice to the neceffartes
of life, and being under no abfolute neceflity of ufing further induftry,
they continue idle and miferable for life ; whereas the younger chil-
dren, if, infiead of being frecholders, they become tenants (as a public
good| they mult be more induftrious, and raife, befides a mere fub-
fiftence, a fufficient rent for the landlord, and acquire a habic of in-
duflry : fome of their male children will become a nurfery for the pub-
lic land and fea fervice ; as for the female children, their want of real
eftate will not difqualify them from being good breeders, but incite
and oblige them to accept of hufbands when they offer.

[#] There has been no repartition for many years; the laft was
tn this proportion,

Maflachufetts-Bay 350 Eaft-Jerfey 6o
New.Hamplhire 40 Welt-Jerfey 6o
Rhode-ifland 48 Penfylvania 8o
Connetticut 120 Maryland 160
Wew-York zo0 Virginia 240

Carolina at that time was of no confiderable account. Since that
time Penfylvania, from the great importation of foreigners and Irifh,
is become near equal to Maffachufetts-Bay, and the Jerfeys equal to
New-York.

[w] Small mobs happen in all fea-port towns upon imprefies :
the occafion being extraordinary this was a larger mob, and may be
ealled a tumule; this occafion in a vote of a legal town-meeting, is
termed an unwarrantable imprefs, and in a refolve of the houfe of re-
prefentatives Nov. 19, itis expreffed, * A grievance which may have
“* been the caufe of the aforefaid tamultuoas diforderly affembling to-
 gether.,” 'The mob began early in the morning, by night were in-

commodore
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commodore Knowles, Nov. 17, 1747. 2. Importing and
naturalizing of forcigners conformably to two adts of par-

toxicated with ftrong drink, and iifed the governor, upon his adma-
nifhing them from the balcony of the court-houfe, with very indecent,
rude expreflions, but with no rebellicus defign ; as drunk, they were
void of {fenfe or defign.

With fome difficalty I perfuaded myfelf to publith this annotation
becaufe, 1. The inhabitants of the town of Befton legally convened,
alledging, that governor Snire g v, in Lis publifhed letters with regard
to this tumult, had fet the town of Bofton in a difadvantageous
light, and that their charafler and reputation were much affefted
thereby, occafioned mifunderftandings ; but have fince, by mutnal
explanations, been amicably compofed, and therefore ought to be
buried in oblivion. M. B. An exprefion; in a former fheet of this
hiftory, is faid to have occafioned thefe mifmderftandings: as the
author hopes that this hiltory may live, he thinks himfelf obliged to
explain that expreflion. 'T'he governor’s letters were wrate and de-
livered, though not printed, prior to the publication of that fheet (or
pamphlet as it is termed) which was done by a private perfon, not by
the direftion, or in the knowledge, of the town of Boflon, confe-
quently the town was not in the queftion; the anthor himfelf was
under no temptation to offend one party, or to pleafure the other
party ; he holds: no place under the governor; he is not 2 town-
officer; he never had, nor ever fhall defire to have, any inflacnce a-
mong the populace ; government he adores; tumults he abhors.
The expreffion is, * He was welcomed to town again (the town-
¢ addrels or petition to the governor, {ays, * on your return to town™)
¢ by the regiment of militia under arms, as is ufual upon the recep-
“ tion of a new governor, or Reassumpriox of the government,"
in allufion to his reception when he arrived from Cape Breton to re-
aflame the chair of government ; there was no defigned infinustion of
weak conduét; if any thing in the exprefhon is exceptionable, it
ought to be conltrued only as an impropriety in dichion ; a lapfe may
be incident to any author.  z. I do not affeét fuch occafional articles;
they debafe a hiftory of permanent defign, to the low charafter of a
tranfitory news paper : but as this affair is too much magnified, and
is reprefented ar home in a falfe and bad light, to the difadvantage of
this' town and provinee, I thought it incumbenc upon me, as an hi-
florian in place and time, togive a fhort impartial relation of this in-
cident, more efpecially to obviate the:imputation of being rehellions,
which. amongft other bad effets, might retard the reimburfement of
the great expence incurred by New-England in the reduétion of Cape~
Breton, and oceafion a jealous regard from the courtof Great Britain ;
from thirty years refidence in New-England, I am convinced that no
Britifh fubjeéts have a better regard for the Hanoverian race or fuc-
ceffion. Rebellion implies concerted meafures, with provifion of

1 liament,
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fiament, anno 17403 fee p. 234 ; naturalized foreigners
are not to fettle in feparate peculiar diftricts, but intermix-

moniey, and warlike ftores (this is not alledged) ; no fire-arms ; they
did mot attempt to take, pofieflion of town-batteries and flores; they
did not take poflefiion of the town-gates (Bofton is 2 peninfula, with
only one gate open by day and by night) or court-houfe; its lower
floor, or walls, is open and free to every body without being reckoned
wefpaflers.  The governor’s letters to the {ecretary, which forprized
the town, do not feem to be wrate with any premeditated defign of
hurting the charaéter of the tawn ; but perbaps with fome degree of
warmth, and in ¢ utmolt hafte,” and he calls it an  illegible {crawl.”

Commodore K——3, naturally rath and imprudent, without ad-
vifing with the governor and coumgeil, and cautioning his officers athere
in Bofton concerning 2 mob which might probably enfue upon fuch an
extraordinary imprels, in the night-time, with armed boats, did kidnap
or fteal fhip-builders apprentices, and did rob fhips {cleared our) of
their crews. Some of thefe veflels belonged to Glafzow in Scotland,
therefore he imagined, or was ill-informed, that the Glalgow mafters
and faflors were the managers of the mob; andin a tranfport of
paffion, as it was rumoured, faid, that all Scotchmen were rebels. If
this be made apparent, in quality of a warrant commadore; he is of
notice, and may be obnoxious to feandalum magnatum of all the Scots
peers, and to the refentment of every Scots loyal fubject, in hiftory, or
otherwife, even to the miniz of his charatter.

In the morning Nov. 17, 1747, upon thisarbitrary unprecedented
too-rigorous imprefs, fome failors, ftrangers, belonging to two dr three
veflels bound to Guinea and privateering, fearing the like fate, did
in their own defence, afiemble or aflociate, but withour any fire-arms,
only with the rufty cutlafles belonging to their veficls, fome clubs, and
catllicks. ‘This appearance, as is ufual, attratted fome idle fellows of
low circumflances, and lower charafter, boys and children, which
made the mob appear large: this mob fufpefting that fome of the
prefs-gings were 1 town, went in fearch for them; and fome wicked
abandoned fellows (a mob is like a brate flock of theep, they implicicly
and without reafoning follow a ringleader or fpeaker ; therefore 2
ringleader or {peaker, if convicted as fuch, ought to fuffer for all felo-
nies and other damages committed by the mob) propofed to make re-
prifals of the commoadore’s officers, as hoftages for the releafe of the
town-inhabitants.

This mobbifh affembly imagining that thofe officers had fheitered
themfelves (che government was in duty cbliged to protedt them) in the
governor’s houfe, or in the provincial court houfe s at noon they ap-
peared before che governor’s houfe; and in the evening before!thelpro-
vincial court-houfe : by rhis time being much intosicated (which after
a few hobrs fleep fubfides) they ufed the governor, who appeared in

gdly
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g Nonjurors, fhall regifter their names and eftates, 1
the balcony, with indecent language; and fome naughty boysand . J

) children, who in frolics take pleafure in the rattling of glafs (fome- 1l &4

L times they ufe the window-glafs of their parents houfes with the fame /aEi

Ha freedom) with brick-bats broke fome window-glafs of the court-houfe, S

= but were reproved by the real mob, A t

t This mob was lefs impetuous than the generality of mobs; they

t vled the {ea-officers well, and difmiffed them before the commodore 1

Rt had difmiffed the impreffed town-inhabitants: they did not feize ‘1 \

Hd captain Aufcough or Erfkine, but left him at large upon his parele. sy

After the tumplt had fubfided, the commodore advanced with His
fleet to infult Bofton, which he imagined had infulted him. The go-
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k& vernor, in his letter from caftle-ifland to the fecretary, Nov. 19, writes, ‘
& ¢ I will endeavour to divert him from {uch thoughts, and to influence
i ¢ him to difcharge the inhabitants, and as many as U'can in the end,

iz  but I cannot promife ficeefs from the prefent temper he i3 in ;"
g this infinnates, that the commodore was not malter of his temper,
b, which is abfolutely requifite in a ftatefinan, commander of an army,
i or commadore of a {quadron of men of war thips.
1]
JJ
('3
4]

T
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Nov. 19, in the morning, after the tumult had fubfided, the com-
modore makes an offer to the governor, to come in perfon to the
caille for the defence of the governor’s perfon and of the fort, This
appears with an air of vanity and affuming; but the governor in

il

i anfwer, jultly and with propriety of charader, acquaints him, ‘¢ That
*“ he did not retire to the cafile for fafety of his perfon; and that

| ¢ he had not the lealt apprehenfion of the caftle’s being in danger

it “ from any mob.”” Finally, the commodore found it advifeable to

t retire with his fquadron, and after a few days put to fea for the Weft-

r india iflands.

p The affair of the town-militia not appearing in arms when called

upon, is not eafily to be accounted for. Some fay, that 1. 'T'he militia
apprehended that the tomalt was at an end, upon the rioters leaving
: the governor's houfe in the forenoon. 2. That as they were called
! upon, in quality of poff comitatus; that is, in aid of the civil officers ;
r and as the civil officers did not appear to do. their duty, they mighe
1 think it prepofterous to appear firlt; but in exigencies {uch formalities
' muit not be infilted upon. 3. There was no legalalarm, and no writ-
] ten figned orders to the militia ; efpecially in cale of being affaulted
by the tumale, in going to their rendezvous, or at their rendezvous, in
their own defence to ‘fire tharp thot. 4. I conjeflure, that they wete
i fo funned by this rigorous unprecedented imprefs, and imagining the
affair was in fupport of the imprefs, as being illegal, they rhought in
confequence they could not be required to fupport it.  T'am convinced
; it was' niot from any rebellious motive, that is, difaifettion to the king
§ and his fucceffion, or to the thres branches of legiflature then convened
in Bofton.

VI. Pus-
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VI. Purric Scroots anp Hospitars. For the
education of youth, there fhall be one public fchool or
more in each town-fhip or diftri¢t, for teaching to read
Englifh, for writing, and arithmetic: in each fhire-town
a grammar-{chool for the learning the dead languages |
of Greek and Latin ; for Hebrew roots recourie may be
had to the divinity colleges: the mafters of the town
and country fchools to be approved of by the quarter
feflions: in each province, a fthela illufiris, or college,
for what are called arts and {ciences, to be regulated by
the legiflatures. And near the center of the North-
America continent colonies (therefore not in Bermudas,

Dr. Berkley’s .fcheme) an univerfity or academy to be
regulated by a board of plantations, to initiate young
gentlemen in the learned profeffions of divinity, law,
and medicine ; in the modern commercial and travelling
languages of French, Spanifh, and Dutch in other cu-
rious {ciences of mathematics, belles lettres, &¢. and
gentlemen exercifes of riding the great horfe, fencing and
dancing : from fchool to college, from college to travel,
and from travel into bufine(s, are the gradations of a
liberal education ; but for want of effeéts the link of tra-
vel is frequently wanting,

In every fhire-town there fhall be a work-houfe, to
oblige and habituate idlers to fome work : it is a better
charity to provide work for the idle poor, than to feed
them : as alfo an alms-houfe for the aged, infirm, and
incurable poor of the county: but [#] principally and
elpecially, an orphan-houfe for poor children: where
parents are dead or unable to provide for their children,
thefe children become children of the common-wealth ;

[x] This fort of charity I admire; it is charity in 2 political view,
as well as in humanity; they may become ufeful members of the
common-wealth : the aged, infirm, and incurable, are for ever
ufelefs, and a dead weight upon the community; in countries lefs
humane, as in fome provinces of China, where there is fcarce neceffary

food for their multitude of people, as incumbrances they deprivethem
of life,

net
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not to be brought up to [y] idle learning (reading and
writing excepted) but to trades and labour : generally
thefe poor children may be bound to proper mafters, as
apprentices or fervants, the boys to 21 ZEt. the girls to
18 /t. by the county-courts, or by three juitices,
Luorum unus.

VII. [z] To encourack Trape anp NaVIGATION
v TaE Coronies. 1. All enumerations be taken off;
excepting upon fuch commodities, as are the peculiar
produce of our plantations, and which no foreign nation
can purchale of any other nation. 2. As[&] animofities
fometimes happen between colonies, from the mutual
impofing of high duties upon the mutual importation or
exportation of goods, which may tend to alienate their
very ufeful national intercourfe amongft the colonies :
therefore no fuch colony-duties fhall be impofed. but
by fpecial aéts of parliament. 3. That all [£] combina-
tions and agrecements, between workmen concerning
wages, &c. fhall be unlawful : that the employer fhall
pay the full prices agreed on, in money, notin goods, or

[y] Some gentlemen of obfervation tale notice, that the late ha-
mour of erefting in Great-Britain, a multiplicity of free-{chonls and
charity-fehools, is a detriment to the common-wealth ; bringing up fo
many youth to learning, renders them feeble, idle, and above common
hard labour; the life of a country.

The prevailing humour in the Englifh univerfities, of makisng a bufi-
nefs (called criticifm) of ofing and perofing the Greek and Roman
claflics, to difcover typographical errors, and the madvertencies of a
tranflator, are of no ufe to the community ; the critic does not acquire
more wifdom, and is of no benefit to arts and feiences ; but may prove
an innocent, idle amufement to gentlemen of effates.

[2] The enumerated commodities (7. ¢ which are not to be carried
dire@lly to any other ports, butto thofe of Grear-Britain) are tar,
pitch, torpentine, hemp, yards, bowl{prits, beaver-fkins, and other furs,
copper-ore, tobacco, rice, fuftic, and other dying woods, indigo,. cotton-
wool, ginger, fugar, and molafes.

[2] Moft of cur colonies have paffed, at tines, fuch adks in defpite
to-fome colonies; for inflance, anno 1721, Maffachuletts Bay, and
New-Hampflire, by 2ds of their general aflemblies, impafed untea-
{onable duties upon their mutual imports and exparts. )

{41 This is conformable to an aft of Britith parliament, anna 1725,
with relation to workmen employed in the weollen manufaiores.

Yor. I, S ‘ by
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by way of truck, with certain penalties. 4. That the legi-
flatures in each colony, may make their own [¢] munici-
pal or local laws. 5. That the governors of the feveral
colonies or provinces, fhall have their falaries out of the
civil lift from home, but fhall have no falaries, or gra-
tuities from the refpective affemblies; it has happéxu:d
at times in all our colonies, that fome deligning evil
men, having obtained a wicked majority in the affembly,
have thus biafled and corrupted their governors. 6.
When townfhips exceed so0 legal voters for a town-
meeting ; the legiflature, or the governor with his coun-
cil, may appointa certain [4] number for life or number
of years, of the moft knowing, difereer, and fubftantial
men of the town, to aét in every thing, in place of a
general town-meeting, excepting in elections of repre-
fentatives or deputies for the general alfembly ; in every
townfhip all papifts to regifter their names and eftates.
7. That all vefiels, thofe frem Greas- Britain not excepted,
be liable to tonnage or powder-money, it being towards
the proteétion of their trade and navigation. 8. That
no man (even with his own confent) fhall be enlifted in
aftual land or fea-fervice under 20 ZEt. nor above 52 .
Thisis conformable to a late alt of parliarnent for enlift-
ing marine foldiers.

VIII. Taxzs. The different nature of the feveral
colonies will not admit of any general taxations; there-
fore the various taxes muft be local, adapted to the con-
veniencies of each colony. Here I fhall only obferve,
1. That in thefe colonies (in North-Carolina there is no
other tax) where there is a poll-tax upon all male whites
from 16 A&t and upwards ; itfeems not equitable that a

[¢] Roman colonies were foreign lands peopled (Coloniam dusere ) by
native Roman families, though governed by Roman laws and officers;
they had alfo municipal by-laws, made by the Prafédus, Senatus, Pe-
pulifipse of the colony, that is, in our idiom, by the governor, council,
and reprefentatives

[ In the towns of Holland the wraedfebap is generally from twenty
to forty men. !
chimney-
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chimney-fweeper, or the meanelt of the people, thould
pay as much (as at prefentin Maflachufetts-Bay) as a
counfellor or prime merchant 3 the people ought to be
claffed, and pay in proportion, according to their rank
and fubftance. 2. That as wines and {pirits are not the
neceffaries of life (and therefore hardfhip upon the poor
is not in the cafe) there may be a confiderable impoit or
cuftom upon this importation ; and where {pirits are ma-
nufattured (for inftance rum in Bofton) an excife at the
ftiil-head (thus private tippling-houfes, that pay no
excife, will have no advantage over the licenced houfes)
upon exportation to draw back the duties of impoit or
excife. 3. That there be a licence-tax upon all taverns,
inns, and other public houfcs of that nature. 4, A [e]
fumptuary excife or duty upon extravagancies ufed in diet
or apparel, excepting upon materials that are the pro-
duce or manufacture of Great-Britain. = 5. As vexatious
fuits in law are a great nuifance in all countries, and the
{maller the [g] charges of courts, the greater is the en-
couragement to fuch fuirs ; therefore there fhould be a
ftamp duty upon all writings or inflruments ufed in law=
affairs : whereas appeals from one court to another, are
generally vexatious, no appeal to be allowed, unlefs the
appellant [g] depofit — {um of money: if the appel-
lant is caft, this money to be applied towards the charges
of the province or county. 6. In the affair of [5] rates,

[e] Sumptue, amonglt the Romans, was uwfed to fignify luxury, and
their fhmp a lex, was alfo called cibaria Jexc; but at prefent it is ge-
nerally ufed to fignify excefs in apparel and equipage.

[£'] In MafTachufetts-Bay, fince the law-charges have been enhanced
by aéts of affembly, law*fuits in number are much diminifhed,

“[g] As in private life all good men learn from the example and
prattice of one inother; fo it is, or ovghe to be, amonglt nations or
cauntries. In Holland, upon an appeal from the Laage Raad to the
Heoge Raad, feventy-five guildersis depofited, and if he reviewsfrom
the Hooge Raad, he depolites zoo guilders.

[#] In Great-Britain taxes are generally of thefe three denomina-
tions, land-tax (which comprehends the income of real effate, of per=
fonal eftate, and of faculty) caftoms or impofl, and excife or confump-
tion.
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as in Great-Britain, the principal gentlemen of the county

in the land-tax aft are nominated as commiffioners for
the county, whereof but a very few are alting; in the
plantations, the juftices of the quarter feffions in the
countics feem to be the proper commiffioners to appoint
afleffors in each parith of the moft fubftantial men ; and
in cales of grievance, appeals in the firft inftance may be
made to the quarter [effions.

IX. That[7] for the benefit of the Britifh trade and
navigation, more cfpecially with regard to the American

(7] Many veilels have been loft near the channel of England and
elfewhere, by not giving proper-allowance for the difference of varia-
tion fince the date of Dr. Halley’s chart anno t y00.

The utility of frequent well-vouched general maps of the variations
is apparent alfo ininland-affairs; I thall only inflance in the affairs of
Maflachufetts~Bay colony (the place of my refidence) in fectling the
lines or boundaries wich the neighbouring colonics, Anno 1719, they
agreed with Rhode-ifland to run their line weit 7 D. N, anno 1613,
they run their line with Conneéticur W. g D. N. anno 1741, accord-
ing to the determination of the king in council, upon an appeal from
the judgment of the commiffiorers appointed to {ettle the lines ; their
line with New-Hampthire was ran W. 1o D. N. as if the variation
were conflant or upon the increafe, whereas it was upon the decreafe :
1. About anno 1700, Dr. Halley’s period, the weft variatiofi in Maf-
fachufetts-Bay was about 10 D. and, without giving any allowance
for its decreafe in the fpace of half a century, did in the laft cafe fettle
it according to Halley’s chart; anno 1741, the variation was fearce
8 D, and the erroror gore was in favour of Maffachufeus-Bay. =z,
The other line, between Maffachufetts-Bay purchaft, called the Pro-
vince of Maine, and New-Hanipfhire, was adjudged to N, 2D W,
triie courfe, and was laid ot with the fame error M. 8 D. E. _varia—
tion, and the guflet was in favour of New-Hampfhire. 3. Ling, or
the Rhode-ifland line with Maffachufetts-Bay, was fettled anno 1714,
when the variation was about g D. laid out by agreement, W. 7 D.
N. and the error or gaffer was in favour of Maffachufetts-Bay ; thefe
guflets contain nio inconfiderable trat of land ; for inftance, this gore,
though from the ftation called Saffrics, and Woodward, it rans only
about twenty-four miles, it acquires a bafe of 360 rod, being one
mile and forty rod, commonly called the mile of land : itis true, that
after {ome time Maflachufetts-Bay gave to Rhode-ifland an eqviva-
lent in wafte lands, as to property, but not jurifdi@tion. 4, The line
hetween Maflachufetts-Bay and Conneflicut (a government of wile,
circum(pe@ hufbandmen) was laid out jult, being ¢ D. variation. Mr.
Brattle, an ingenious, accurate man, obferved in Bofton, the variation
W. g D, N, anno 1708,

colonies,
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colonies, and fatories in Africa, the Eaft-Indies, and
China; and for the better adjufting the boundaries of
colonies or grants in North- America, there fhall be fitted
out at certain periods of years by the board of admiralty
or navy board, a few {mall veflels, fuch as are the man of
war {nows called {loops, with able abfervers or mathe-
maticians, and a proper apparatus; in different routs
along the feas of rrade, to obferve the variations for the
time being; and to reduce them toa general chare of
variations, in imitation of the chart (the firft of that kind)
for anno 1700, delineated by the ingenious, afliduous,
learned, and of bleffed memory Dr. Halley, from his
own knowledge and obfervations, from the good ac-
counts of others, and from the analogy of the whole
it was {oon cavilled at by our competitors the French
academicians and navigators; but afterwards conceded
to and applauded by the French [4]academicians. In
thele voyages, when on fhore by obferving the eclipfes of
Jupiter’s moons, and of our moon when to be had, they
may adjuft the [/] longitudes, and other requifites of

Doubtlefs fundry navigators have good accountsiof variations in
their journals, and fome corious land{men have ac times amufed them-
felves in this affair, but fcarce 2ny have been publithed to the world :
the only continged fet of variation obfervations, in my knowledge, is
thar of the Royal Academy of Sciences for Paris ; thefe obfervations
are annual, and generally made in the months of December, from anno
1-oo, down to this time, and are to be continued by learned men wall
difciplined, in pay, and therefore obliged to regular duty @ our mem-
bers of the Royal Society for philefophical traniadtions in London are
volunteers, not in pay, not oblized to duty ; fome=6f them at ik ez~
ting out, perfom fome Coup d'Eelar, but are foon tired.

[#] The French are our rivals in every thing ; and more particuliily
in niaters of learning, they keep up a liudable emulation. Thus Sir
Haac Newton and his followers invelligating the eanth ta bean ob-
late fpheroid, the French accademicians ai it ta be an oblong
fpheroid (that is, with the degrees of the men fharter tawards the
poles) from aétual menfurations (by triangles) of deprees ok the me-
ridian, from the north o the fouth of France ; hur lately (after a con-
tell of dbove fifty years) by their miffions to Tarneo under the polar
circle, and to Feru under the equinoctal, they have given up the

oint.

[4) The longitades determined by fea-journals, by eclipfes and oc-

S 32 places.
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places. The other nations of commerce, particularly
France and Holland may do the fame ata public charge ;
thus by means of fo many checks, we may attain from
time to time fome certainty as to the variations ; this in-
fenfibly brings me to a digreflion.

A digreffion concerning the magnetic needle, commonly called
the mariner’s compafs.

THAT the magnet or loadftone attracted iron, was
known to the highelt antiquity in record ; but the pola-
rity of an iron rod or wire, touched by a magner and af-
terwards poifed, was not obferved until che thirteenth
century of the chriltian ®ra.  The mariner’s compafs is
{aid to have been firft ufed in Italy (the principal place
of traffic in thofe days) anno 130r. Cabot, a Venetian,
makes the firlt mention, anno 1544, of the variation or
deflection of the magnetic meridian from a true meridian,
various in various places. Gaffendi, about a century
and a half fince, difcovered that this declination of the
needle 1n each particular place, in procefs of time, had
fome variation. It is not long fince that the dip of the
needle, various in various places, and the variation of
this dip-variation in the fame place, has been difcovered :

cultations, before the ufe of telefcopes, micrameters, and pendalums,
were not fo exat as at prefent ; formerly, the South-America fhore
was reckoned 6 D of longitudetoo much diftant from Europe ; by an
obifervation of the moon eclipled, Dec: 21, anne 1740, from captain
Legge, of the Severn man of war at the iflind St. Catharine, on the
coalt of Brazil, 8t fat. 27 D. 30 M. 49 D. zo0 M. W, from Green-
wich. Senex’s maps have placed thar coaft about 6 D. too much ealt-
ward. The China miflionarics (they carry the credit of able mathe-
maticians to enforce the truth of their religious doétrines) find that
formerly the ealtern coaft of China was reckoned 25 D. long. 100
much diftane from Paris.  Dr, Halley, anuo 1677, was {ent at a go-
vernment charge to St. Helena, to oblerye and tale a catalogue of the
fixed ftars in the high fouthern latitudes, which he aceordingly reduced
to 4 catalogue and tables s at that time the vanation was 40 M. E, of
St. Hzlena,

a neadle
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a needle poifed before it is touched, upon the magnetic
touch, its north point with us dips from a horizontal
pofition ; for inftance, anno 1723, Mr. George Graham
in London obferved it to dip 75 D. He eblerves, the
{tronger the touch, the greater the dip: this needle muft
be afterwards properly loaded to bring it again toan ho=
rizontal poife to ferve in the compafs. As the varjas
tions of the dip are at prefent of no ufe in navigation,
therefore having no relation to our hiftory of the Bririth
American colonies, we drop them.

Magnetiim is fome power in nature, hitherto inexpli-
cable,"as are gravity and eleétricity ; whereby a load-
ftone (an iron ore or mineral) draws to itfelf loadftone
or iron. No interpofed body can hinder this influence
or attraftion; a large magnet broken to pieces, each
fruftum or fragment, retains the attraction and polarity ;
fteel is more receptive and retentive of magnerifm than
common iron. The north poles of touched needles do
not attract but repel one another, and atrraét fouth poles :
likewife fouth poles do net attract but repel fouth poles.
If the different diretions of the magnetic needle were
permanent for the fame place, it mighe be imagined to
sroceed from different accumulations of magnetic mat-
ter in thefe different parts of the earth. Halley’s amu-
fing faney, that the globe of the earth was one great
magnet, with two contained nuclei (which hgmorouﬂy
may be termed wheels within a wheel) whofe four poles
are different from thofe of the earth, and from one an-
other: and in cafe a third line of no-variation thould be
difcovered in the South-feas (which he feems to fufpect
from the accounts, anne 1670, of Sir John Narborough,
of the variation upon the weft coaft of South-America
decreafing very falt) he was to introduce a third nucleus :
thefe nuclei he fuppofes detached from the earth and
from one another, and to have a circulatory or libratory
motion, equal or unequal, according as the folution of
the phxnomena might require : but this pleafant novel
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does in no manner account for the irregularities in the
variations, as hereafter related; and unul by future ob-
fervations they be reduced to fome rules, it feems in vain
to attempt any hypothefis. '

Dr. Halley, upon his return from his long voyages,
delineated the variations as they were anno 1700, in all
the oceans and {cas, the Pacific ocean excepted, from 58
D. N. Iat. to 58 D. S. lat. Delifle delineates tlié varia-
tions 20 D, farther N. than Halley. This chart of
Halley’s being the firft of its kind, will perpetuate his
mermory better than brafs or marble, and will be a per-
manent credit to our Bririth nation.  Since Dr. Halley’s
charr of variations for anno 1700, near half a century is
elapfed, which has produced great alterations in the va-
riations, [eeing Halley’s Atlantic and Ethiopic line of
no-variation, in about the fpace of a century, from 1600
to 1708, had moved (it pafled, anno 1600, by cape
Agulbas, the fouthernmoit cape of Africa, by the Morea,
and the north cape of Europe, in N. lat. 71 D. 24 M.
and 22 D. 1o M. E. long. from [#] London) by its
north parts through Vienna anno 1638, through Paris
anno 1666, weltward in all about 1400 leagues, and by
its fouth parts only about 500 leagues.

The anomalies or bizarreries of the variations, are un-
accountable, and no length of time, or feries of years is
likely to bring them to a mean. ‘

1. The variations for the {fame place, fometimes have
a direct progreffive motion, but unequally; fometimes are
{tationary, and fometimes retrogade : 1 fhall inftance the
variations at Paris for about a century and three quarters
of a.century; anno 1580, the variation was eleven and a
halfD. E ; anno 1666, no variation; is at a medium about
§ M. per anayms anno 1715, variation was 12 D. go M.
W. for thar interval, is about 14 M. per amram. From
that time to anno 1720, it was generally retrogade ; from

[m] We alwaye mean longitnde from London, if not otherwife ex-
prefed, ; g
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1720, variation about 13 D. W. for five years it was
ftrictly ftationary ; from anno 17235, it was at a medium
directly increafing or progreflive to anno 1732, variation
15D. 45 M. W. From 1732 to 1743 (fo far the memoits
of the Paris academy of {ciences are publithed; the
variation was 15 D. 5 M, W. that is a litcle upon the
decreafe with a libratory motion : therefore (as I may
conjecture) the general increafe of the European weft
variations feems to be retarded, or ftationary, or upon the
decreafe.

2, Mr. George Graham of London, an ingenious and
accurate mechanicien, obferves, anno 1722 from Feb.
6, to May 10 (the compafs-box remaining unmoved
all that time) above one thoufand times; the greateft
variation (weltward) was 14 D. 45 M. the leaft 13 D.
50 M. he obferves that the variation is confiderably dif-
ferent in ditferent days, and in different hours of the
fame day; without any relation to heat or cold, dry
or moift air, clear er cloudy, winds or calms, nor the
height of the baremeter.  In the fame day, he obferved
the greatelt variation from noon to four hours afternoon,
and the leatt abour fix or feven hours in the evening,.
Mr. Jofeph Harris, in his returnfrom Jamaicato London,
anno 1732, obferved, that the weiterly variations were
lefs in the morning than in the afternoon. The curves
of no-variation, and of each particular variation, do al-
ter their curvatures fo irregularly and undulatory, that
they are not reducible to any equation expreffive of
their nature.

3. The variations have no relation to meridians ; ac-
cording ro Halley’s chart anno 1700, at the entrance of
Hudfon’s ftraits, variation was 29 and a half D. weft;
at the mouth of Rio de la Plata, nearly under the {ame
meridian, the variation was zoanda halt D. eaft. Asto
parallels of Jatitude it is obferved, that the farther norch
or fouth from the equinoctial, the variations are the greater;
but in no regular progreffion either as to diftance from
the equinoctial or dilierence of time, M. des Hayes

and
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and Du Glos, anno 1682, at Martinique, found the varia-
tion 4 D. 10 M. eaft; anno 15704, it was 6 D. 10 m. E.
this is 2 . in twenty-oneyears; in the fame interval of
time, it increaf*d at Paris 5D. 30 M. The farther from
the fines of no-variation, the variations feem to increafe
or decreale the fafter.

4. Capt. Hoxron from Maryland, relatesa ftrange phz-
nomenon of his magnetic needles or compafiés; anno
1725, Sept. 2, a little after noon, fair weather, fmall fea,
0 N. Lat. 41 D. 10 M. 28 D. E. long. from cape Henry
of Virginia, all his compaffes (an azimuth, and four or
five more) carried to feveral parts of the fhip continued for
about one hour, traverfing very fwiftly, fo as he could not
fteer by them, but all of a {fudden, every one of them
ftood as well as ufual. Capt. Middleton, in his Hudfon’s-
Bay voyage of 1725, fays, that his greateft variation
was 40 D, W. in N. Lat. 63 D. 50 M. 78 D. W. from
London, where the compafs would fearce traverfe: he
fays, a great cold or froft hinders the needle from tra-
verfing ; where near a great body of ice, there were great
complaints of the compafs not traverfing: he fufpected,
that the age of the moon had fome influence upon the
variation.

5. The three lines of no-variation feem to be of
different natures ; that line in the Atlantic and Ethiopic
ocean gives cafterly variations welt of its line, and welt-
erly variations eaft of its line ; that line in the Indian ocean
rever(ly gives wefterly variations weft of its line, and
eafterly variations eaft of its line ; that in the pacific
ocean or fouth-fea, unexpettedly gives eafterly variations
both fides : Dr. Halley and otliers, before this third line
was diftovered, feem to have laid it down as a law in
nature, that where an eaflerly variation terminated, a
wefterly variation muit begin; and where a weflerly
variation terminated an eafterly variation was to begin,
but furcher obfervations evince this to be no ftated law.

There is a magnetic influence all over the furface of
our globe or ¢arth : the magnetic needle in fome plziiCCS

has
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has a true meridian dire€tion ; in others the magnetic
meridian has a defle&tion more or lefs in different p]aces,
eaft or weft: the points or places of no-variation, and of
the feveral quantities of variation, when conneéted, form
curves, but {o irregular as not reducible to any equation,
and of no permaneat figure, and not ealily to be claffed :
we [hall only obferve thaf
There are at prefent three lines of no-variation. 1.
Between Europe with Africa, and America in the Atlan-
tic and Ethiopic ocean ; the variations eaft and north of
this line are uuhrly, 'md the farther diftant from this
line the greater, and their increafe'or decreafe the fwifter;
this is 2 general principle in variations : Halley fays, that
in the beginning of this century, all over E L.1opc the va-
riations were \‘LuLlly, and upon the increafe ; but at
prefent, thefe weft variations in the eaftern parts of Eu-
rope feem to be ftationary (at Nuremberg in Germany the
W, variation was ftationary at 11 D. frem 1700 1o 1708)
upon the dccrf:‘ fe 5 for inftance at Torneo in N. Lat. 65
D. 50 M. 23 D. E. from Londen, M. Bilberg, anno
16935, fovr.d thc variation 7 ). W; anno 1735, the
French academicians found it 5 D. 5!M. W. therefore
upon the decreafe, and perhaps belonr'mn to the fyltem
or clafs of thHe Indian ocean line of no-variation (t he line
is not alcertained where the increafe ends, and the
decreafe begins) as in the northern parts of Aﬁa they‘
belong to trm clafs of Indian ocean variations ; for in-
ftance, at Aftracan near the Calpian fea, N. Lat. 46 D.
15 M, and 45 D. E., Long. wide the eaft variations
decreafed at L ondon, there the weft variations increafed
even to 24D-, and as the weft variation increafed in
London, it diminifhed at Aftracan. OurNorth America
variations belong to this firft line of ' no-variations, and
are wefterly N. and E. of this line, and eafterly S. and W.
of it: thefe E. variations aiong the coaft of South-
America increafe very flowy at La Vera Cruz, in N.
Lat. 19. Do 12 M. anno 1727, it was only 2 D. 15. M.
E; at Pariba in Brazil beginning of this century &. Lat.
6 D,
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6D. 38 M. it was 5 D. 35 M. E; at Buenos Ayres S.
Lat. 34 D. so M. it was anno 1708, 15D, 32 M. E;
at Cape-Horn 20 D 5 fouth of Cape-Horn in S. Lat. 56
D. 42 M. it was 17 D. E. being upon the decreafe; and
ftretching along the Pacific ocean weftward or northward
thefe eaft variations decreafed.

This line of no-variation moves the quickeft; anno
1600, it pafled Cape Agulhas (about 2 D. E, of the Cape
of Good-Hope) the Morea, and north Cape of Hurope ; at
this Cape Agulhas the variations afterwards became weit,
viz. anno 1622, 2 D anno 1675, 8 D; anno 1691, 11 D;
anno 1732, 17 D at St. Helena the variations were anno
1600, 8 D. E; anno 1623, 6 D. E ; anno 1677, Halley
found 40 M. E, anno 16g0, 1 D. W; anno 1700,
Halley found 2 D. W ; anno 1732, 8§ D. W; Halley,
anno 1700, afcertains this line of no-variation from four
obfervations N. Lat, 31 D. W. Long. 64 D. N. 2 D,
Long. 18 D. W3 S, Lat, 17 D, Long. 10 D. W ; S.
Lat. 37 D. Long, 4 D, W. This line of no-variation
feemis to move quick to the weftward, in S, lat. 35 D.
from anno 1700 1o 1709, it moved 50 leagues weftward.
A French fhip, anno 1706 (being the firlt that made this
traverfe) from Rio de Galleguas upon the eaft coaft of
Americain S. lat. 51D. 68.D.W. long. from Paris, vari-
arion 23 D. E. made 1350 leagues to the Cape of Good-
Hope in 34 D. 15 M. 8. lat 17 D. 45 M. E. long. from
Paris, found the variation lines tending towards the S.
pole; to become nearly parallel, and in fome places alter
only one degree for two degrees of longitude.

The fecond line of no-variation, in the Indian ocean,
anno 1600, pafled through the Moluccas or Spice-iflands,
and a little ealt of Canton in China; ina century follow-
ing, that is, anno 1700, it had not advanced eaftward
above roo leagues; the W. point of Java (and in the
influence of this line) anno 1676, was 3 D. 10 M. weit
variation ; anno 1732, it was only 3 D. 20 M. butthe
farther well thefe variations increafed, the quicker ro the
common axis of the variation parabolic curves, and
then
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then began to decreafe and terminate in the firft line of

no-variation. The common axis of the infcribed parabo-
lic curves, anno 1700, paffed through Madagafcar, and
the ftraits of Babelmandel, about 50 D. E. long. from
London, where the increaling W. variations terminate,
and the fame W. variations begin to decreafe ; Halley
places the higheft of thefe weft variations 27 D. S. lat.
abour 530 leagues eaft of the Cape of (roml -Hope.

The tlurd Tine of no-variation was found by Caprain
Rogers, in the Pacific ocean in N. lat. 14 D, W. long.
trom London 125 D. andin N. Jat. 13 D. W, long. 193
D. was 1z D. E. (and afterwards decreafing to the fecond
line) the largeft of thefe eaft variations which reign all
over the Pacific ocean; French navigators, fince anno
1710, have traverfed this ocean fouthward of the equi-
noctical line, as Capt. Rogers did northward of it, and
found the no-variation line nearly upon the above-faid
meridian, and the other variation lines néarly parallel
with the meridians.  Sir John Narborough, Dr. Halley,
and Capt, Rogers, were miftaken in their conjeé‘rura thar
fouth of the Lqu1nf>c’ucal in the middle parts of this ocean
there muft be a tract of weltern variations.

This third no-variation line ff:crr to be a continuation
of the firfk inflected weftward into a circular arch whofe
vertex at prefent feems to be in .Lb'_}‘dt 34 D. N. lat, and
goD. W, leng. from Lon.;un.

All variations within this curve made by the firft and
third line, being a fpace of 140 D. upon the equinoétical,
are eafterly ; all withoutit, on its eaft fide, being a {pace
of 115 D. to the fecond ‘line are welterly 5 all “without
it; on its welt fide are eafterly, beinga lp ace of ro5 D.
to the faid fzcond line. It 1.,oblcrvablb, that all variation
lines, the nearer they approach to the poles of our earth,
the more they converge rowards a parallelifin with the
meridians, as if to terminate in the poles. The feveral
variation lines feem to teceive their fexures from the n-
fluence of their eafterly and wefterly no variation lines, fo
as to form parabolic curves, or circular arches,

The
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The alterations in the variations are not from any uni-
form circulatory or libratory power ; but as thefe magne-
tic powers feem to be aceumulated and at connectedly,
it muit be by fome kind of fuftuation. In oppofition to
this, it may be faid, char the fluétuation of any denfe or
{pecifically heavier confiderable part of the earch would
alter the equilibrium and diurnal rotation of the earth,
and make [trange changes in the fluid furfice of theearth
by inundations and ebbs,

This digreffion is too abftrufe and philofophical for
molt readers : the defign of it is, to incite the curious,
to attend the ufeful fpeculation of variations, more than
heretofore.

As the variations of the magnetic needle or compafs
have not been much accended to in the colonies, I can-
not pretend to be particular in that affair, and fhall only
relate fome loofe hints that are come to my knowledge.
The line of no-variation (which for diftinétion T call the
firft) from the ealtward, enters the continent of North-
America, in Carolina about 33 D. N, lat. ar this writing
anno 1748 3 and by a fatnfh fexare crofies the continent
of North-America, and in the Pacific ocean converges
fouthward, and forms what is now called the third line
of no-variation. Capt. Rogers, anno 1708, in 14 D.N.
Iat. 125 D. W, long. from London fell in with this line
of no-variation.

To the northward and eaftward of this N” 1. no-
variation line upon the eaftern coalt of North-America,
the variations are weft 5 and the farther north the greater,
but all upon. the decreafe; and the farther norch, the
quicker is the decreafe.

The greateft variation known was anno 16165 in N.
lat. 78 D. at Sir Thomas Smith’s found in Baffin’s-Bay,
the variation was 57 D. weft.

Capt. Middleton publifhes, that at the mouth of
Churchill-river (N. lat. 59 D. weft long. from London
24 D. 50 M. from an immerfion of Jupiter’s firft Sa-
tellite) anno 1725, the variation was 21 D. W.; anno

1738,
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1738, it was 18 D. W. ; anno 1742, it was 17.D, W,
decreafing very faft,

Ar Quebec in Canada, anno 1649, the variation was
16 D. W.; anno 1686, it was 15 D. 30 M, is half a
degree in thirty-feven years ; but after this, according to
M. Delifle, it varied 1 D. in eleven years.

In New-England Mr. Brattle obferved at Bolton, anno
1708, the variation g D, weft ; anno 1741, upon a com-
miffion for fettling lines between Maffachuletts-Bay pro-
vince, and the colony of Rhode-ifland, alittle to the
fouthward, the commiffioners found the variation 7 D.
30 M. weft.

In New-York city (by eclipfes of Jupiter's firft Satel-
lite, governor Burnet found it 74 D. 57 M. W. of Lon-
don, being in N. lat. 20 D. 40 M.) Mr. Wells, furveyor-
geveral of the province-lands, anno 1686, found the va-
nation 8 D. 45 M. weft; governor Burnet, anno 1723,
found it 7 D. 20 M. welk

In New- Jerfeys, anno 1743, the line, between the pro-
prietors of Faft and Wefl-Jerfeys, was run 150 mules,
twenty chains, g D. 19 M. welt ; but becaufe of the dif-
ference of variation, which muft be fuppofed at the fouth
and north terminations of this line, it was alledged that
it muft not be a direét line; and upon examination it
was found that this line was in all refpects erronecous: at
the fouth point near Egg-Harbour the variation was only
5 D. 25 M. weft, and at the north point on Delaware-
river in 41 D. 20 M. it was 6 D. 35 M. weft : this was
to the prejudice of the Eaft-Jerfey proprietors.

The ftreets of Philadelphia, anno 1682, were laid out
with great precifene(s N. S DL E.; anno 1742, they
were found to be 15 D. eaft; this is 3 D. in fixty years.

In the parallel of 39 D. running the line between Pen-
fylvania and Maryland, anno 1686, the variation was
found to be g D. wefterly 5 anno 1739, in running this
eaft and weft line, it was found 5 D. 30 M. W. differ-
ence is 3 D. 30 M. in fifty-three years, ;

!
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In Virginia, Cape-Henry in 37 D. N, lat. 75 D. weft
from Londoz., anno 1732, the variation was 4 D. 40
M.

In the Carolinas, navigators upon the coaft give no
allowance for wari: xtiou, becaufe near the line of no-
variation 3 Inland, in running a divifional line between
the two governments or Junfdzct:ons of South and
North-Carolina, and in laying off Carteret’s-eighth part
of the property of Carolina, no account was made of
variation.

From the line of no-variation in N. lat, 33 D. fouth-
ward, the eaft variarion takes place, increafing very flow 3
becaufe at La Vera Cruz, N. lat. 19 D. 12 M. W. long,
g7 D. 30 M. anno 1727, the variation was only 2 I
15 M. ealt

Here ends the frft or general part of the Summary
concerning the Britifh cr)lumes in America, with fome
m:criperied hints relating to the colonies of the other
European nations. In the following part we fhall give
particular accounts of our feveral colomm, in c:rdu1 ay
they are enumerated page 15 and 16.

The End of the FirsT Part.
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SECT. V.

Concerning the Hudfon's-Bay company, their terri-
fories and trade.

"". I"\ H E adventurers who endeavoured a N.W., paf-
fage to China, the Spice-iflands, and the Eaft-
Indies, and in fearch for copper-mines, gave

occafion to the difcovery of Hudfon’s-Bay, and its {ub-

fequent fur and fkin trade.

The [«#] Cabots, anno 1496, obtained from Henry VII
of England, a grant of all lands they fhould difcover and
fertle wefltward of Europe. In queft of a N. W. paffage,
they coafted the eaftern fhore of North-America, and
took a general poflefion for the crown of England, but
made no fettlement; the firft land they made was Weft-
Greenland, in N. lat, 66 D.

From [4] that time this navigation, and thefe difcove-
ries, were entirely neglected, until 1576, 1577, and
1578. Sir Martin Frobifher made three voyages toa ftrait
which retains his name, but he made no difcoveries.

Sir Humphry Gilbert, by dire€tion of fecretary Wal-
fingham, coafted the north-eafterly fhore of America;
particularly he took pofieflion of Newfoundland, and St.
[aurence or Canada river, for the crown of England, and
began lome fithing-trade there, anno 1583.

[«] Shert:repetitions or recapitalations, are fometimes ufed to render
the matter more diftin& and fluent.
[£] See pag. t1o.

Vor. I, T Capt,
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Capt. John Davis from Dartmouth, made three voyages
this way, anno 1583, 1586, and 1587, but made no dif-
coveries: that branch of the opening (the opening
at Cape Farewell, in 60 D. N, lat. a little farther, at
Cape Defolation, branches into twe openings) which
reaches north-weftward, retams the mame of Davis’s-
ftraits, and is the whaling-ground of Welt-Greenland,
where the [¢] Englith, Dutch, Bifcayers, Hamburghers,
Bremers, and Danes kill large whales of 500 to 600 bar-
rels of oil, and eighteen feet of bone: this whaling con-
tinues for about feven or eight weeks.

Henry Hudfon, after two N. E. fuccefslefs trials, and
one in vain north-weftward navigation, effayed the
other opening abovementioped, and failing weftward
and fouthward, difcovered the ftraits and bay called by
his name. Anno 1611, proceeding 1pon further difco-
veries, he was niever more heard of. In his time he was
as ‘much an enthufialt for a N. W. paffage, as Mn
D—bs [4] is at prefent, as appears by the prefent paper-
war between D—bs and Middleton.

[¢] Anno.173z, the South-fea company had fourteen fhips in Eaft-
Greenland, and feven fhips in Welt-Greenland, or Davig's-ftraits, and
got twenty-four and a half whales: this filhery did not anfwer the
chdrges of fitting out, and it is dropped, notwithftanding the en-
couragement given by a& of parliament anno 1724, that any of his
majefty’s fubjects may import whale fins, oil and blubber of whales,
taken and canght in Greenland-feas in Biitith (hips, navigatqd accord-
ing to law, without paying any cuflom, {ubfidy, or other duties for the
fame.

[d] Mr. D~bs of Ireland was the projeftor of Middleton’s N. W.
difcovery voyage: becanfe it did not fucceed, he charges Middleton
with negle&t, mifcondud, and fufpicion of corruption; he fays, Mid-
dleton was bribed by 'the company not to make any diféovery, or to
concedl, or to falfify a N. W. difcovery ; Middleton tald_ Mr. D—Dbs,
by letter Jan. zi, anno 1737, the company judged it their intercft ra-
ther to prevent than to forward a N. W. difcovery in that part of the
world ; and thac they offered him gooo /. toattadd report n their
favour, Some of Middleton's officers made affidavits concerning his
bad condu& ; upon the defign of the admiralty’s fitting out captain

Middleton for the N. W. difcovery, the governor and - council of the
Hudfon’s-Bay company, wrote to the-governorat Prince of Wales's
Fortupon Churchill-river, to refuf¢ them refrefhment; but af:erwargl;:,
ir
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Sir Thomas Button, fitted out by prince Hehry anna
1612, pafled Hudfon’s-ftraits, and failing weftward, dif-

upon further confideration, they revoked this order, and allowed the
governor to fupply captain Middleton if in diftrefs. Notwithftanding
this difappointment, Mr. D—bs procured an at of parliament for
20,000/, public reward for a difcovery, and accordingly the Dobbs
Galley and California {ailed from England in May, 174%

Mr. D—bs rons much into the novel; he feems to be a wild pro-
jeétor, and notarioufly credulous: he gives particular accounts of large
countries and iflands in the Pacific Ocean, efpecially from 8. lat. g D.
to N. lat. 15 I, very rich and populous, abounding in nutmegs, mace,
ginger, pepper, cinnamon, filk, and ebony ; the natives with reddifh
complexions, grey eyes, high nofes, beards and hair carled. In'the
N. W. parts of America were veflels or fhips with prows (heads or
lions we call them) of gold and filver: W. 5. W. the Indians come to
a fea, where were great veffels, and men with caps and beards ga-
thering of gold. About a century fince, anno 1640, Bartholomew de
Fautes, vice-roy of Mexico and Peru, hearing that the Englith were
endeavouring a N. W. paffage, failed to the river of Los Reys in
53 D. N. lat. upon the weit {ide of America, and detached capt. Ber-
nardi, who {ailed to 77 D N. lat. (here he found it as warm as 10 D.
lefi N. lat. upon the ealt fide of the American continent) upon this coaft
he met with capt. Shapley from New-England (this is an unaccountable
ftretch to prove a north-welt paffage ;) there is no record nor tradition
of thisin New-England in my knowledge. Mr. D—bs is as particular
in giving accouts of diftant not frequented countries, as if he were de-
feribing Great-Britain or France ; and propofes that Great-Britain (hall
fettle an extent of countries, more than all Europe could effeét.

Mr. D—bs, from the flories of the French fathers, and of the Coureurs
des Bois, relates flrange things. From lieutenant Jerome (doubtlefs a
native of Galcony) he relates, that in the diftrift of Hudfon's-Bay, are
to be feen 10,000 rein-deer in a herd, and large mines of virgin-
copper.

'The French were, at this rate, moft egregious fools to give up fo
eafily, by the treaty of Utrechr anno 1713, two fuch valuable arricles
of deer-fkins and copper. Northward is a ftrait with floating ice, pro-
bably a paffage to the weftern-ocean or South-{eas, the north wind raifing
the tide ten feet ahove the ordinary tides, At the peace of Uuecht,
in Quebec were from 4000 to 5600 troops in gamifon. On the weft
main are the copper-mines, an the eaft main are the lead-mines. He
gives large lilts of names of imaginary tribes of Indians, their lakes and
rivers ; whereas the feveral illands, head-lands, bays, rivers, ¢ do
not retain their Indian names, as in {ome of ogr colonies, but are called
by the names of the feveral adventurers or difcoverers. Mr. D—bs
names and defcribes all thele things minutely, and with the fame eafe
as if they were the beit known, moft polite, and well regulated ecovn-
tries upon carth;

g covered
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covered a large continent, and called it New-Wales; its
fea and bay retain the difcoverer’s name; he could not
proceed farther than 65 D. N, lat.and called it N, Ultra ,
he wintered miferably upon that weft continent at Porr
Nelfonin 57 D. N. lat

Capt. Thomas James, from Briftol anno 1631, made
further difcoveries in Hudfon’s-Bay ; he wintered near the
bottom of the bayat Charleton-ifland in N. lat. 52 D.
and publithed a good journal of his voyage.

Anno 1616, Mr. Baffin, by the north-wefterly open-
ing called Davis’s-{traits, carried the north-weft affairs
fo high as N. latr. 8o D. to no purpofe, and gave his
name to the fea or bay in that high latitude.

Capt. Fox, anno 1632, failed into Hudfon’s-Bay upon
the difcovery, where he faw many whales the end of July;
he proceeded no farther than Port Nelfon in N. lat. 57
D.; he wintered there 3 tide fourteen feet.

The beginning of thelaft century, the Danes went upon
the north weft diicovery, and took poifefiion of the north=
cafterly fhore of Davis's-ftraits, and called it New-Dane-
mark, and made a miferable fettlement in N. lat, 64 D.
From that time they have affumed the fovereignty of the
feas in Davis’s-ftraits, and keep a royal frigate ftationed
theré during the whaling-fealon, which does not continue
above feven or eight weeks.

The civil wars in England prevented any further at-
tempts of fuch difcoveries for fome time, until Prince
Rupert and company, anno 1667, fitted out capt. Gui-
lam ; he landed at Rupert-river in N, lat. 51 DD, upon
the eaft continent of Hudfon’s-Bay, built Charles’s Fort,
traded with the Indians to good advantage, and laid a
foundation for the companies fur and deer-fkin trade.

A royal charter was granted May 2, anno 1669, to a
governor and company of adventurers of England trad-
ing into Hudlon’s-Bay, whereof here follows an abftract:
To prince Rupert count Palatine of the Rhine, to George
duke of Albemarle, fz William ear! of Craven, and fo
Jifteen others, and to otbers whom they fhell admit into Jﬁj

. Jaia
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Jaid body corporate, power to make a common feal, and to alter
it to chufe annually fome time in Novembery a governor a
deputy-governor, and a commitice of feveny any three of the
committee, with the governor or deputy-governor, to be a court
of direéiors : freemen to be admitted (their fatlors and [ervants
may be admitted freemen) at a general courty a power to dif-
mifs the governor, deputy-gevernor, or any of the commiliee,
&efﬁre the year expires 5 andupon themr difmiffion, or death, to
elet others in their room for the vematnder of the year: to bave
the fole praperty of lands, trade, roval-fifbery, and mineswithin
Hudfon’s-ftraits, ot avr‘faa” pofieffed by any Chriftian prince:
to be vep jmf as one of our colonies in America, to be called [¢]
Rupert’s land: to bold the ﬁmw in free and commen foccage:
f0 pay the fkins of two elks, and two black beavers, as often as
the king or queen [ball come into thofe lands : power to affemble
the company, and to make laws for their government and other
affairs, not repugnant to the laws of England 1 an exclufive
trade, without leave obtained of the company, penally forfeiture
of goods and jf:)zppmg, onz half to the king, one balf to the com-
pany.  Intheir general meetings for every 100, original ffock
to have one votey may appoint governors, failors, and other
officers, in any of their portss the governor and bis council to

Judge in all matters civil and criminaly and execute juftice ac-
wra'zﬁg{y where there is no governor and councily may fend
them to any place where there is a governor and council, or to
Yngland, for juftice : Lberty to fend fhips of war, men, and
ammunition for their prosection, erefl forts, &c. to make
peace or war with any people who are not Chriftian; may
appeal to the king in council.

Anno 1670, Mr, Baily, with twenty men, was {ent over
by the company to Rupert-river. Port Nelfon was the
next fetclement, anno 16735 and Mr. Bridge was fent
over governor of the welt main from Cape Henrietta-
Maria. Anno 1683, the factory was removed from Ru-
pert river to \’Iooic—nvcr Rupert-river is not ufed, be-
caufe expofed to the depredations of the French; from
Tadoufac thirty leagues below Quebec upon Canada-

{e] This name has never been ufed; it is called Hudfon’s-Bay colony.
X3 river,
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river, there is water-carriage to lake Miftafin, whick com-
municates with Rupert-river. The trade at the mouth
of all the rivers which fall into Hudfon’s-Bay is fecured to
Great-Britain by the treaty of Utrecht ; but the heads of
the fouthern rivers are within the French bounds, and the
French have trading-houfes which very much inter-
cept and leflen our Indian trade: the company do not
much ufe the eaft and fouth parts of the bay, becaufe of
the bad neighbourhood of the French.

In the fummer anno 1686, in time of peace, the French
from Canada becarne mafters of all our Hudfon’s-Bay
factories, port Nelfon excepted. Anno 16¢2, the Eng-
lifh recovered their factories, but the French got pof-
feflion of them again foon after. Anno 1696, two Eng-
Lifh men of war retook them. In Queen Anne’s war,
the French from Canada were again mafters of thefe
fattories ; but by the peace of Utrecht, anno 1713, the
French quitclaimed them to the Englifh fo far fouth as
49 D. N. lat. Hicherto we have rot heard of any at-
tempt made upon them by the Canadians in this Frénch
war which commenced in the fpring 1744.

Mr. Dobbs reckons that this country, called Hud-
fon’s-Bay, may be efteemed from 51 D. 10 65D. N. lat.
and from 78 D. to 95 D. W. long. frotn London; the
true definition of it is, from the treaty of Utrecht 1713
viz. from a certain promontory on the Atlantic ocean
N. lat. 58 D. 30 M. runs S. W, to lake Miftafin (this
includes the weftern half of Terve de Labradore) thence
S. W. to N. lat. 49 D, and from this termination due
well indefinitely ; che northern boundary may be reckon-
ed Davis’s-ftraits, becaule of the Danifh claim, and other-
ways north indefinitely.

The entrance of Hudfon’s-ftraits at Refolution-ifland
is about fifteen leagues wide; tide flows four fathom;
winds N. W. about nine months in the year; not free of
ice above two months in the year ; fails and rigging freeze

in July ; it is 140 leagues in leneth to the bay: at the
¥ 4 4 g

bottom of the bay only four feet tide.  Capt. Middleton,
in
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in twenty-three voyages, never could arrive at the facto-
ries, above five or fix times, before the 1oth of Augufts
and it is a ftanding order not to attempt coming back the
fame year, unlefs they can fail from the fattories by Sept.
103 1t is generally pleafant weather: Middleton, in all
his voyages, never fuffered fhipwreck ; Auguft is the
proper month for the navigation of Hudfon’s-Bay and
ftraits ; always good foundings.

This grant is divided into the weft main or continent
formerly in charts called New-North and South-Wales,
and the'eaft main called Terre de Labradme or New-
Britain;: the French claimed the bottom of the bay as
belonging to New-France or Canada, but they dif-
claimed it by the treaty of Utreche.

Becaufe of the unhofpitablenefs of the country, no
towns or plantations can ever be fettled there; it muift
for ever remain a number of fcattered difmal lodges or
factories. Hudfon’s-Bay and Georgia are improperly
called colonies; they have no houfe of reprefentatives :
the Hudfon’s-Bay company in London make their laws
and regulations, as the trultees for Georgia in Londen
do for the lettlers in Georgja,

Hudfon’s-Bay colony, as it is called, confifts of feveral
lodges at the mouths of feveral rivers for trade with the
Indians, viz. on the welt coptinent are Churchill-river,
Nelfon’s-river, Severn-river, Albany-river, and Moofe-
river; on the ealt continent are Rupert-river and Slude-
fiver,

Churchill-riwer( Princeof Wales® fort) is the moft north-
erly, being in about 59D, N. lat. and 94 D. 50 M. W.
long. from London, the moft wefterly part of Hudfon’s-
Bay ; here Capt. Middleton, anno 1742, upon a N. W,
difcovery wintered miferably. At the mouth of this ri-
wer, the tide comes from N. b. E. two knots ; they return
about 20,000 beaver-fkins per an the company keeps
hereabout twenty-eight men : it isinavigable 1 50 leagues.

Nelfon’s-river (Fort York) called by the French Bour-
bon river ; its port lies in N. lat. 57 D ; it is the fineft

T & and
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and largeft river in the bay ; it communicates with great
lakes, and branches of rivers of Indian trade: tide fours
teen feet; the company have here twenty-five men.

New-Severn-river, the French called it St. Huiles, in
N. lat. 55 D it is at prefent flighted or neglected, a
barred river. '

Albany-river in N. lat. 52 D. W. long. 85 D. 20 M.
four feet tide: from the middle of May to the middie of

September fine warm weather; anno 1731, £18 canoes
came there to trade; the company keep here twenty-five
men.

Moofe-river in N. lat. 51 D. four feet ‘tide; itisa
much larger and finer river than Albany-river; the com-
pany have here twenty-five men.

Prince. Rupert-river on the eaft fide of the bay, N.
lat: 51 D, is at prefent neglected.

Slude-river on the ealt fide of the bay, in N. lat. 52
D. here are eight or nine men kept by the company.

The company’s profits are very great, and engrofled
by afew; their ftock has been fold at 300 for 100 ori-
ginal; they may export annually about 3000 / fterling
value, and their half-yearly fales are about 25,000/
fterling 5 eight or nine merchants have engroffed about
nine tenths of the ftock 5 the charge of the company is
about 120 fervants, two or three annual fhips, havingin
time of war about 120 men aboard. They import deer-
fkins, caftoreum or beaver-ftone, feathers, whale-bone,
and blubber ; but beaver-fkin is two thirds of the whole,
and is the ftandard of their truck or currency.

Mr. Dobbs thinks it would be a public national benefit,
that the Hudfon’s-Bay company’s charter were vacated,
and the trade laid open: thus we fhall underfell the
French, and carry on a greater trade with the Indians (the
company keep the price of goods too high)and we fhould
have trading-houfes up the river ; the company have no
fuch trading-houfes ; the company, by their charter, are

obliged to endeavour a N, W, paffage, which, on the
eontrary, they difcourage. ;
i 413
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As this is a country of exclufive trade and navigati on
we are too much confined to the accounts of their own
navigators. ~As a fpecimen, we fhall take a medium
voyage of Capt. Middleton’s anno 1735. He fet out
from London May 21, June 12, made Cape Farewell in
N. lat. about 59 D. W. long. 45 D. 50 M. var. 29 D. W.
July 1, in N. lat. 61 D. W. 1oncr 70 D. 10 M. var. 41
D. W. he was faft in thick ice with fogs and rain ;
Auguft 3, he arrived in Moofe river, N. Iat g D. W
long. 83 D. var. 22 D. W. he failed from thence Sept.
12 nn‘.\es no mention of ice in his return j arrived in
England O¢. 7. As for the climate, Middleton, in the
journal of his N. W. dilcovery- -voyage anno 1741 and
1742, fays, he arrived in Charchill river Auguft ro; firft
{now was Sept. 1, geefe flying rothe iouthvv.ud, Sept. 27,
thermometer as Iuw as in London, time of the great froft;
O¢t. 21, ink.and water froze by the bed -fide; begmmng
of November, a bottle of {pirits full proof froze in the
open air: after Nov, 11, no going abroad without being
froze (N. B. forgetting himlelf, he frequently mentions
the company’s fervants, and Indians being abroad after
that time) April 2, begins to thaw in the fun; about this
time the ice at the thip was ten feet thick with thirteen
feet fnow over the ice. April 10, large feaks of fnow
(in the preceding months the falling fnow was as fine as
duft) a fign of the winter’s being fpent; April 22, a
fhower of rain (no rain for feven months proceding) be-
ginning of May, geefe begin to appeary May 13, got the
{hip into the ilirm.m, and July 1, we failed upon the N.
W. difcovery ; he proceeded no farther north than 66
D. 44 M. becaufe the beginning of Auguft from a high
mountain we perceived to the S. E. at about twenty
leagues diftance, a ftrait covered with an impenctrable
folid bady of ice, and therefore no communication with
the eaftern fea; and the tide of flood coming from
thence, we had no hopes of paffing that way into the
weftern or Pacific ocean; and Augult 8, we bore away
10 the fouthward,

%+ In
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In the northern factories, the great thaws begin the end
of April ; the waters inland are froze up from the begin-
ning of OCteber to the beginning of May. In North-
America we judge of the inclemencies of their feveral
climates, by the times of the flights of their paffage -
birds: in thefe factories wild geefe and fwans fly fouch-
ward beginning of O&ober, and return northward the end
of April, and beginning of May. Seldom a night in
winter without an awrora berealis. Some deer twelve to
thirteen hands high ; here are white bears, fwans, ducks
of feveral kinds, and ether water-foul ; in their meadows,
inftead of eerealia and gramina, that is, bread carn, and
grafles, they have only mofs, fome fouryy-grafs, and
forrel. Hares, rabits, foxes, partridges, beginning of
Oétober, from their native colour, become fnow-white,
and continue fo for fix months, till the feafon produces a
new coat: wind blows from the N. W. about nine
months in the year; they have nine months ice and
{now ; the cold fogs and mifts damp the pleafure of their
thort fummers. ’

I formerly hinted the vaft advantage that the European
weftern north latitudes had of the American eaftern north
latitudes ; by way of amufement, 1 continue further to
obferve, that in 50 D. (for inftance) N. lat. in the N.
cafterly parts of America, it is as cold as in 6o D.or
upwards N. lat. in the N. wefterly parts of Europe; the
ocean and its mellow vapour being to the windward of
Europe ; but a rude rigorous, chilly, frozen, and fniowy
continent is to the windward of the other. 1 vouch this
by a few inftances. 1. Frem Churchill-river fort there
was no going abroad without being frozenin winter; from
Torneo in Lapland, anno 1736, nearly under the polar
circle, to inveftigate the length of a degree of latitude
there, the French academiciens in the {everity of the win-
ter, were fixty-three days in the defert, procuring a com-
plete fet of triangles. 2. The bottom of Hudion’s-Bay
is fcarce habitable in winter, though fcarce {o far north
as London; a moft agreeable celum or air. 3. In the

Orkneys
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Orkneys (where the Hudfbn’s-Bay fhips call in to hire
men and boys at 5 to 20 /. Rerling per anmium, accordin
to the yeats of their indented continuance ; they are calle
N. W. men) there is good wintering ; barley, peafe, and
oats, cabbages, other pot-letbs, and ufual roots, grow
kindly ; not much fnow and ice 3 Orkneysis a little fofth
of Churchill river.

Capt. Middleton [ /1, in his too minute journals of his
many voyages from England te Hudfon’s-Bay, obferved,
that in Hudfori’s-Bay, in the fame longitudes from Lon-
don, in failing north, the variations increafe fafter than
in any known part of the carth ; for inftance, in one of
his voyages he obferved, that in about 84 D. W. leng,.
from London, the variations increafe thus :

In N. lat. 50 D. variation was 1g D, W,

55 25
61 30
62 40

Capt. Scrogs, anno 1722 (who had Mr. Norton late
governor of Churchill fort aboard, with two northern In-
dians to difcover the tuch enquired after eopper-mines)
traded with the Indians for whale-bone, at Whale-bone
point in N. lat, 65 D. Here the tide flowed five fathom.

A digreffion giving fome farther accounts of late endeatouis
towards a north-welt paflage to China.

A passack by the north-weftward or Davis’s-{traits
feems to be given up or relinquithed by all European
adventurers ; but the paffage by the foutherly branch,
or Hudfon’s-Bay, is {till in profecution. The Britith par-
liament lately enacted a reward of 20,000/ fterling, to the
difcoverer, if from Hudfon’s-Bay. Upoen this encourage-
ment, the Dobbs-galley and California, as a private ad-
venture, failed from England May 1746 ; in our know-

[F] Thefe are not defigned as {tri@ fifly conneded hiftorical ac-
counts, but as loole occafional oblervations, in fome manper reduced
under general heads ; therefore althongh we have already madea dis
greflion concerning variations, this may be admitted,

ledge,
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ledge, they are not as yet returned to England. Their
original propofal was to {ail eaftward to the Eaft-Indies and
China (but there is no at of parliament to indemnify
them, ina trefpafs upon the exclufive navigation granted
to the Eaft-India company in thefe feas, by charter and
at of parliament) and from the eaftward to fzil to the
northward of California, and from thence to endeavour
an eafterly paffage to Davis’s-ftraits or Hudfon’s-Bay.

The laft tentative for a N. W. paflage was by Capt,
Middleton from Hudfon’s-Bay, anno 1741 and 1742, ac-
cording to order and inftructions from the lords of the
admiralty May 20, anno 1741: there was no occafion for
his wintering in Hudfon’s-Bay, before he fet out upon
the difcovery ; he fhould have failed from England, o
as to arrive in Hudfon’s-Bay in the middle of July;
puth the difcovery, in the month of Auguft, and return
in September.

A fhort abftra& of his difcovery-journal is, we failed
from Churchill-river July 1, in N. lat. 65 D. 10 M. E.
long, from Churchill-river g D. we doubled a head-land,
and called it Cape Dobbs; and the following opening,
we called Wager-river ; tide five or fix knots from the
eaft, and full of ice ; Efkimaux Indians came aboard,
but had no trade : proceeding farther north, we doubled
another head-land, and called it Cape-Hope; and failing
farther to N, lat. 67D. E. from Churchill fort 12 D. 20
M. from the mountains we faw a narrow dangerous {trait
frozen over, and no probability of its being clear this
year, deep water, no anchorage; being afraid of freezing
up, we returned to N. lat. 64 D. here were many whale-
bone whales; weexamined all along to N. lat. 62 D. tide
from the eaftward : Auguft 15, we bore away for Eng-
land ; and Sept. 1 5, we arrived at Kerfton in the Orkneys.

1 fhall by way of amufement mention the arguments
ufed on both fides of the queftion, in favour of, and in
prejudic: againft, a N. W. paffage to China.

In favour of a N. W. paffage. 1. The whales found

in plenty on the weft fide of Hudfon’s Bay; as there is
ne
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no mention of whales in Hudfon’s-ftraits, they do not
come that way ; they cannot come from Davis’s-ftraits by
the frozen ftraits of Middleton, becaufe of a wide and
large field of ice 5 whales cannot pafs under'a large tract
of ice, they cannot live without blowing at times in the
open air; therefore thefe whales muft come from the
weftern or Pacific ocean, by fome ftraits or thorough-fare
in Hudfon’s-Bay: it is more probable that the great
whales in Davis’s-ftraits, when the fea there begins to be
froze up, pafs into the ocean, or deeper water, becaufe
warmer : thus the cod-filh upon the coaft of New-
England in very cold winters retire into deep water. Mr:
Dobbs affirms, that Middleton faw no whales near Cape
Hope, or the frozen ftraits ; he judges the frozen ftraits
to be only a chimeera ; therefore the whales in Button’ss
Bay muft come from the weftward. 2. Wager-river,
where was Middleron’s principal enquiry, in N. lat. 65
D 24 m. W. long. 88 D. 37 M. frem feven miles wide
at'its entrance, farther up increafed to eight leagues wide,
and from fourteeen to eighty fathom water, and whales
were feen twenty miles up the river. © Dobbs conjectures
that thefe whales came from the weftern ocean, by fome
{trait or paflage fouth of Wager-river, from N. lat. 65
D. to 62 D. Here it is where the Efkimaux Indians fol-
low: whaling, and traded with capt. Scrogs, anno 1722.
3. Middleton, from fome undue influence, did not well
infpect the coaft, where the greateft probability was of a
apaflage; defignedly he kept too great an offing; and
defcryed pretended land and mountains in the clouds ;
concluding there were no thorough-fares, he did not fend
his boats athore to try for inlets,  Fox, anno 1632, fail-
ing upon this coaft, faw much broken land and iflands,
and plenty of whales at the end of July. 4. Middleton’s
officers faid, that the tide was three hours fooner at the
mouth of Wager-river than at cape Frigid; therefore
the tide did not come from the frozen ftraits and Baffin’s-
Bay eaftward, but from fome {traits weltward ; the fame
mal:content officers affured Mr. Dobbs, that the higher

up
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up Wager-river, the water became the falter, and the
food was from W. S. W. Middleton fays the tide came
from north-eafterly. '
To evince the impratticablene(s of a N. W, paffage.
1. The French, very inquifitive and mindful of their in-
| [ tereft, leem to give up any profpeét of this paflage, be-
Bl caufe, by the treaty of Utrecht, they readily renounced for
: ever to. Great-Britain the fole and exclufive benefit of a
. N. W, paffage to China from Hudfon’s-Bay or Davis’s-
TR ftraits, when dilcovered. 2. The whales on the weft fide
of Hudfon’s-Bay, by the frozen {traits, came from Davis’s-
ftraits, where they are plenty. 3. Middleton fays (we
connotan{wer for his vouchers) that Indian travellers have
gone by land from Churchill-river, as high as the ardtic
\ Al B circle, but met with no thorough-fares; his northern In-
! dians, which he took on beard in Churchill-river, were
chiefly defigned to fhew him the copper-mines. 4. The
(e farther up Wager-river, the tides rife lefs ; the water
FId from falt becomes brackifth, and the higher the more frefh,
‘ ) 5~ Middleton writes, that from his own experience, there
1 ol is po thorough-fare from Churchill-river in N. lat 59 D.
' to N. lat, 67 D.; and farther north, if there be any
i {traits or therough-fare, it cannot be clear of ice (if ever
; clear) above a week or two in the year, and therefore
6 impracticable : from the river Wager to N. lat. 62 D,
! he ftood into every bay and fearched the coaft narrowly. '
1Rl 6. As the winds there are generally from the N. W, |
;J il and exceflively cold, there muft be a long continued or |
LI L connedted traét of land weftward, covered with perpetual

) dnow and ice, and therefore impraéticable. Moreover, ‘
u 1l if there is any fuch ftrait, it is narrow and long ; the ad- '
i ol venturers would run a cereain rifk of being froze up and }
| LA ©f perifhing.

i SECT.
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SECT VI

Concerning the ifland of Newfoundland, aend its Cod-
Fifhery.

H IS is a fithery of longer ftanding, than are any of

our colony or plantation fetrlements ; itis nocolo-

ny, it is not confined to any patent or exclufive company,

but is an open general Britith cod-fithery, confifting of

many lodges, or commodious harbours for cusing of ced-
fith, for the Spanifh, Portugueze, and Italian markess.

Our [g] claims of difcovery, notoccupancy, run fo high

as the times of theCabots coafting along the eaftern fhore

[¢] The Cod-fithery profitable and fufficient to fupply many and
Yarge markets, is peculiar to Newfoundland, Nova Scoria, and New-
England : a monopoly of this fithery in thefe feas, to be palled 2
Mare claufion, would be a valt advantage to the trade and navigation
of Great-Britain, if it could be obtained at the enfuing congrefs fora
general peace amangftthe flates in Earope: it is true, the French and
Sipaniards have a confiderable claim to fome intereft in the New-found-
land Cod-filhery, becaufe the Guipufcoans of Spain, and the Bayonners
of France were contemporary, it ngt more eatly in that fithery tham
England. By the treaty of Utrecht, the Guipufcoans, and the other
fubjeéts of Spain, were allowed their claimed privilege of fithing at the
ifland of Newfoundland : by the {ame treaty the French were allowed
to fith, and cure their fifh en that pact of Newfoundland from Cape
Bonavifta, N. lat. 45 D. 30 M. to the northermoft part of the ifland
in N.lat. 51 D, 30 M. and from thence running down by the weflern
fide'to Peint-Richein N. Jat. §oD. 50 M. by the cod-filh being more
plenty, and by falling in nearer the. fhore, the Cod-fihery of the north
part.of the'ifland feems to be more profitable than upon.the fouthern
harbours of the ifland ; by this conceflion before the war, anno 1744,
the French had the better of us in the Cod-fithery trade — Kin,
Charles T, babbled by the French, gave them aliberty of fithing and
curing filh in Newfoondland, upon the filly pretext of fupplyiag an
Eunglith convent in Erance with fifh.

his Cod-fifhery is not onlya confiderable addition to the trade and
wealth of Great-Britain; bot by themany men employed in catching
and curing ‘of the codfifh, is 2 good norfery for our mavy and other
navigation (the plantation-trade, the filhery of Newfoundland, the
coal trade of Newcallle, and the watermen upon the river of Thames,
are the great nurferies or {eminaries of our navigation) if the French
counld by treaty be excladed from this filbery, it would contraét their
navigation-feminary very much. ‘Canada does not increafe their na-

of
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of North-America upon a N, W. difcovery, and their
taking poffeffion for the crown of England, from place
to place; they fettled no fithery there, but gave it the
hame, anno 1507, of Terra de Baccaleos with good pro-
priety, that is, cod-fith land; the French called it, Terre
Newve, we retain their name, and call it Newfoundland;

Secretary Wallingham, anne 1583 (about this time all
the trading nations of Europe were intenfe upona N. W.
paffage to China, and the Eaft-Indies) being informed of
a welterly opening north of North-Virginia (the prefent
Nova Scotia) fent out Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a gentle-
man of eftate upon the difcovery ; this gentleman failed
up the gulph, and fome part of the river St. Laurence
and in form teok poffeffion of Newfoundland and Canada
for the crewn of England s he fettled a fithery at New-
founcland, but being caft away upon his return to Eng-
land, the filhery was loon relinquithed ; but profecuted by
the French, Spaniards, and Portugueze.

Anno 1608, this fithery was again undertaken by John
Guay of Briftol merchant ; feveral Englithmen, women,
and children wintered there, anno 1613,

Anno 1610, king James gave to the earl of Southamp-
ton lord-keeper, and others, a grant from Bonavifta to
Cape St. Mary W. of Cape Raze ; fome families were
fent over ; it did not an{wer, they returned to England,

Anno 1620, or 1623, Sir George Calvert, principal
fecretary of ftate, afterwards lord Bal&im_orc, obtained a
patent for fome part of Newfoundland, from the bay of
Bulls to Cape St. Mary’s; he fettled a fort and planta-
tion at Fairyland; bur in the time of the troubles in the
civil war of England, it was difcontinued, and was outed
by Sir David Kirk. Anno 1654, having retained fome
claim uptil that time, lord Baltimore, a zealous Roman
catholic, came abroad (as the firft fertlers of New-Eng.
Iand did in their religion way) to enjoy the free exercife of
vigation mach; their trade employs a very fmall inconfiderable number
of vefiels: their inland fur and fkins bufinefs is managed by a few

French Cuureurs des Bois, and Indians called Les Hommerdes Bois; there-

fore Canada cannot people faft. ®
118
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his religion in quiet : from Newfoundland he removed to
Virginia; but the Virginians being as zealous for the
church of England way, as he was for the church of Rome

way, he beca?nc uneafy, and went farther up the bay of
Chefepeak above the Virginian fettlements ; 1and after-
wards obtained a moft beneficial patent of thofe lands
now called Maryland, which the family enjoy to this day 5
at prefent this family is Chriftian proteftant.

The French made a fettlement at Placentia in the fouth
part of the ifland where the cod-fifh firft fet in yearly ;
this was relinquithed to Great-Britain by the treaty of
Utrecht, anno 1713, and, by way of equivalent, the
French had given to them the iflands of Cape Breton,
and all the other iflands in the gulph of St. Laurence,
and liberty tocatch and cure fith in the northern harbours
of Newfoundland: the French pretend, that they have
had a conftant fifhery at Newfoundland ever fince it was
taken pofieffion of, for Francis I, king of France, by
Verazano a Florentine. In Cromwell’s time Sir David
Kirk’s family refided fome years in Newfoundland ; he
invaded Canada feveral times, and had a grant of lands
north of St. Laurence-river, called Canada: but king
Charles II, always more in the French intereft (kings
may be bought to betray their own countries intereft)
than in that of Great-Britain, quit-claimed Canada, as
alfo Placentia, St. Peter’s, &c. of Newfoundland in the

‘gulph of St. Laurence, to the French.

The Englifh have been for a long time in the ufe of
this fithery, Anno 1545, there was an act of the Englifh
parliament, for encouragement to the Englith merchants
trading to Newfoundland: the firft family [ettlements
with continuance feem to have been anno 1610. At pre-
fent there are nine or ten fettlements called harbours, nog
towns, where they cure and fhip off their dry cod-fifh :
at this writing anno 17.8, there are about 4000 people
winter there; they fith and cure fith from May to Oc¢to-
ber; the fithery is generally off the mouths of their har-
bours 3 they do not filh much upon the banks.

Vor. 1. u M. Bellin
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M. Bellin fays, that from good obfervations Cape
Raze, its fouthermoft, point lies in N. lat. 46 D. 50 M.
Its northermoft land in the firaits of Belle Ifle, Kes in N,
lat. 51 D. 30 M. its greateft breadeh (the ifland refem-
bles an ifofceles triangle) or bafe is from Cape Raze to
Cape Raye about eighty leagues. From the northern
part of Cape Breton ifland, or St. Paul, arefifteen leagues
to Cape Raze, or rather Cape Sud, the entrance of the
gulph of St. Laurence : the north cape of Breton ifland
lies in N. lat. 47 D. 5 M.

The great bank of Newfoundland lies from N. lat. 41
D. to' 49 D. and ninety leagues from E. to W. diftance
from Cape Raze about thirty-five leagues.

As to the regulations, difcipline, or ceconomy of New-
foundland, differences amongft the filbermen of the fe-
veral harbours, are at firft inftance determined by the ad-
mirals fo called, being the firft thip mafters who arrive
for the feafon in the refpettive harbours. From this judg-
ment, an appeal lies to the commodore of the king’s ftati-
oned fhips, who determines in equity.  Felonies in New-
foundland are not triable there, but in any county of
Great-Britain.  Newfoundland having no legiflative af-
fembly or reprefentative of the debtors of ‘the country,
their currency is not perverted but continues at a fterling
value. At prefent the commodore of the king's fhips
ftationed for the protection of the fithery of Newtfound-
Iand, is governor of Newfoundland, during his conti-
nuance there, by the title of governor and commodore in
chief of Newfoundland, and of the forts and garrifons
there. Tliere are alfo lieutenant-governors of the forts of
Placentia and St. John’s, at 10s. fterling per day. Aswe
hinted, the mafter of the veflel who firt arrives in the fe-
veral harbours, is called admiral of that harbour, and aéts
as a magiftrate, and is called lord of the harbour,

The [#] annual quantity of cod-fifh fhipped off by Bri-
tith fubjects from Newfoundland is various, from 100,000

(4] The eftimates in a late pamphler, called, The Tmportance of Cape

Breton confidered, are too much at random, and erroneous. :
' quintals
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quintals to 300,000 quintals ; generally they make dou*
ble the quantity in proportion to what is made in New=
England.

Capt. Smith, a man of credit, writes, anno 162 3, that
there fifhed upon the coaft of Newfoundland yearly
about 250 fail of Englifh vefiels, at a medium of fixey
tons, and returned the value of 135,000/ fterling an-
nually : their method of fharing at that time, was one
third to the owners, one third for victualling, and one
third to the fhip’s company.

The commodore of the king’s thips at Newfoundland,
when the fifhing feafon is over, receives from each har-
bour a report in diftin& columns. I fhall inftance the
year f 701, being in time of peace, a medium year, and
the accounts the moft diftinét.

The (tate of Newfoundland, anno 1701.

Number of fhips, fithers, 75

Sacks or purchafers 46

Burthen of faid fhips 79g1 tons
Number of men belonging the faid fhips —
Number of fithing fhips boats 238

Number of inhabitants boats 558

Number of by-boats 07 :
Quantity of fith made by fhips 79,820 quint.

Quantity of fith made by inhabitants  |136,500 quint.
Q. of train or liver oil made by fhips  |1264 hhds.
Train or liver oil made by inhabitants {2534 hhds:

Number of ftages 544
Number of men 461
Number of women 166
Number of children 256
Number of fervants 2698

Anno 1716, exported to Spain, Portugal, and Italy
106,952 quintals.

The ffhthipped off from the feveral harbours: I fhall
wftance a year of fmall fithery.

U = Annog
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Anno 1724, were thipped off

From the harbours N yeffels | Quanti
St. Peter’s and Placentia 2 ngcﬁ?u?igm
Trepaflay 3 3700
Formoofe 2 3300
Renufe 1 1200
St. John’s 20 37,000
Copqeption—Bay 4 11,000
Trinity g 11,200
Bona Vifta I 4000
Fairyland 17 24,000
Bay of Bulls 4 7000

59 111,100

Anno 1732, were fhipped off from Newfoundland
about 200,000 quintals ; laft year, being anno 1747,
were exported fomewhat more.

In Newfoundland they reckon, when well fithed, 200
quintals to the inhabitants boat or fhallop, and 500
quintals to a banker.

The liberty allowed by the treaty of Utrecht to the
French, for fithing and curing of fith in the northern
parts of Newfoundland, abridges us of an exclufive navi-
gation, fuch as the French fully enjoy. By an edi¢tanno
1727 (by virtue of the 5th and 6th articles of peace and
neufrality in America, concluded Nov. 6, anno 1686)
it is peremptorily declared, that all Englifh veilels failing
within a league of the fhores of any French ifland, iball
be feized and confifcated, withour any other proof of
trade. St. Malo and Granville are the principal French
cod-fithery in North-America ; there are fome from Sg.
Jean de Luz, Bayonne, and Nantes. Before Cape Breton
lately fell into the poffeflion of Great-Britain, the French
bankers,when long out, went to water and refrefh at Cape
Breton.

Four to five thoufand Newfoundland freth cod-fifh
are reckoned to make one hundred quintals of well cured
dry cod, or three quintals wet fith-make one dry. - The
livers




Sl VL Of NewroUuNDLAND, 293

livers from 100 quintals dry cod, afford about one
hoglhead, or fixty gallons of liver oil.  After the fith are
headed, boned, fplic, and falted, the fhoremen deliver
one half che weight; the overplus goes for their labour.

The cod-fith annually appear firft at St. Peter’s and
Placentia in May, and thence proceed northward along
thore to St. John's, Trinity, &¢. and in autumn are fithed
by the French in the north parts of Newfoundland. Cod
follow the bait fith, as they appear near the fhore fuccef-
fively during the fithing feafon ; firlt are the caplin, next
come the fquid; the herrings take their courfe in. Au-
tumn; at other times a mufcle is their bait.

Their fith-fhips are diftinguithed into fifhing-thips,
which by their own boats and men citch and cure their
ffh-cargoes 3 and fack-fhips, which purchale their Afh
from the inhabitants.

The foil is rocks and mountains [{] inhefpitable;
their trees are pine, fir called {pruce [£], and birch ;
ftrawberries and ralpberries here are good and plenty.
In Newfoundland chere are no land-eftates ; but many
of their falmon {treams or falls belong to patentees, . In
the winter, they make feal-oil, "and fave their fkins,
The great iflands of ice, which appear upon or near the
banks of Newfoundland, come from Davis’s-ftraits.

(Goods imported to Newfoundland and con{fumed there,
are only falt, bread, flour, rum, and molaffes, payable
either in fith as the price fhall break, which is generally
at 1o4. fterling per quintal, or in bills of exchange upon
Great-Britain 5 chefe bills of exchange are from the fack
fhips, who purchafe their filh or cargo from the inha-
bitants by bills: bills purchafe thefe goods cheaper,
than the fith truck, becaufe the fifhérmen impofe any fith
in pay.

The feveral bickerings that have happéned in New-
foundland between the Britith and French, ¢annot be re-

[:] No flepping. no wheel-catriages; their fire-wood is carried fome
miles npon men’s fhoulders,

(4] Spruceleaves and buds decodted in place of hops, make an
agreeable beer or driuk, aud is efteemed goed in the fourvy.

Uy hearfed
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hearfed minutely in a fummary, we fhall only mention
afew. Anno 1704, Auguft 18, about 140 French and
Indians, in two floops from Placentia, land in Bonavifte
harbour, and burn four veflels 5 anno 17035, in the
winter, M, Subercaffe governor of Placentia, afterwards
governor of Nova Scotia, with 550 foldiers and inhabi.
tants of Placentia, and from Canada with fome Indians,
ranfacks all the fouthern fettlements in 2 few days, car-
rying away140 prifoners; laid Confumprion-Bay, Trinity,
and Bonavifte under contributions, having burnt their
ftages and craft; they befieged the fort of St. John’s
(capt. Moody and forty foldiers in garrifon) five weeks in
vain; St. John’s is the principal Britifh fithery fertlement
in Newfoundland ; anno 1710, the garrifon of St. John’s
was reinforced by two companies of marines.

Placentia was quit-claimed by France to Great-Britain ;
and anno 1714, June 1, col, Moody being appointed
lieutenant-gavernor of Placentia, received poflefiion from
M. Caftabella, who fucceeded M. Sybercaffe as governor
of Placentia anno 1706, when Subercaffe was removed to
the governor of L’Accadie or Nova Scotia; this Cafta-
bella, was made governor of Cape Breton iflands, and
continued in that government many years. Anno 1719,
col. Gladhill was appointed lieutenant-governor of Pla-
centia in place of col. Moody. At prefent anno 1748, the
lieutenant-governor of Placentia is major Hamilton ; and
the lieutenant-governor of St. John’s is capt. Bradftreet.

The following accounts of fifheries fall in naturally

with this fection, and carry along with it fome account
of the New-England fithery,

A Digreffion concérning fifberies.

THE principal and moft extenfive branches of fithery
in commerce, are 1. Whaling, which is in common to ail
maritime nations, but followed to beft advantage by the
Dutch; itiscalled the great fithery, as herrings and cod
fithing are called the fmall fitheries. 2, Herrings; of thefe
the Dutch alfo make the mofl gain, although the only

' herring
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herring fithery known to us, of quantity and quality,
fufficient and proper for the markets, is confined to the
Britifh fea, which is a Mare claufim, and in all refpeéts
is the Britith peculiar property, excepting that it is 2 natu-
ral thoroughtare or high way to all nations in their out=
ward bound and inward bound veyages; and Great-Bri-
tain, with greater propriety, may be called Herrings
ifland, than Newfoundland called Terra de Baccaleos,
The Dutch, in the reign of Charles 1, agreed to pay an-
nually to Geeat-Britain, 30,000/ fterling for licence or
liberty of fithing for herrings upon the coalt of Great-
Britain 5 they paid only for one year, 1636, and no mores
Cromwell, in his Declaration of war againft the Dutch,
made a demand of the arrears of this licence meney (at
the {ame ume he infifted upon fatisfaction for the
Amboyna affair) but the principal differences which
occalioned the war being foon accommodated, thefe de-
mands were dropped. 3. Cod-fitlh. The European
north fea cod, the cod from the banks of Holland and
coalt of Ireland are much fuperior in quality to the
American cod ; but in no degree adequate to the Spa-
nith, Porrugueze, and Italian markets: the cod fithery
to fupply markets, is peculiar to Newfoundland, Nova
Scotia, and New-England. If Great-Britain, pending
this French war, continne with fuccefs to reduce the
French trade and’ colonies, we may give the law; and
have Newfoundland, the iflands in the gulph of St. Lau-
rence, Nova Scotia, and New-England, confirmed to us
in_perpetuity ; with an exclufive trade and navigation
upon the coalts thereof to the extent feaward of
leagues ; thus we (hall have the monopoly of the cod
fithery. At a low ftate, we can afford at a medium
300,000 quintals per amw