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THE COLONY IN ITS POLITICAL
RELATIONS

I
CHAMPLAIN’S POLITICAL CHARTER

HE necessity for a system of government in Canada
first arose when Champlain established a permanent

settlement at Quebec in 1608. But the form and
general principles of the government which Champlain
was to administer at Quebec had been fully determined
sixty-eight years earlier. The first official grant of the colony
had been made in 1540, to Jean Francgois de la Roque, Sieur de
Roberval. The commission then given to Roberval by
Francis 1, and afterwards bestowed on the Marquis de la
Roche by Henry 111, had been handed down with little or no
change and was the charter of the colony and the source
of Champlain’s authority. Let us examine its leading
features.

The commission is dated January 15, 1540. Roberval is
appointed lieutenant-general and captain of the expedition
to take possession of the countries of Canada, Hochelaga,
and the land of Saguenay, in which it is declared to be the
intention of the king to plant colonies composed of people of
both sexes, including soldiers and those versed in the liberal
and mechanical arts. In these territories the king is minded
to build towns and forts, as also temples and churches for the
introduction of the Catholic faith and of Christian teaching ;
to introduce laws and officers of justice, that the inhabitants
may live according to reason, in good order, and in the fear of
God. To Roberval are given ample powers, as representative
of the king, for the administration of the expedition and of the

territories to be acquired, and for the enforcement of law,
315



316 THE COLONY IN ITS POLITICAL RELATIONS

civil and criminal, alike on sea and on land. He is empowered
also to appoint the necessary subordinate officers of admini-
stration and justice, as may be necessary for the establishment
of the king’s power in the country. He is given authority to
make laws, edicts, statutes, and ordinances for the govern-
ment of the country, and has the right of punishment and of
pardon, extending to the limit of life and death. He is
authorized also to grant, under the usual feudal tenure of
France, the lands of the countries to be acquired, to such
persons as he judges to be of loyal attachment to the king
and of excellent virtue and industry. These estates may be
granted with an exemption of the usual dues for the first six
years, the exemption not to include, however, military service
for the defence of the country and the extension of the king’s
power. A monopoly of the country and its trade is given to
Roberval and those associated with him. All others are
forbidden to visit the country or trade there.

It is evident from the terms of this commission that
nothing was wanting in it for the complete government and
administration of the colony. It practically transferred to
Canada, in such measure as might be needed, the whole
political system of France.

On February 16, 1540, Roberval took the oath of office as
lieutenant-general of the new dominions! In 1598 his
sovereignty over the territory passed to the Marquis de la
Roche, who had already made several abortive attempts to
plant a colony in the New World, by virtue of a commission
dated January 12 of that year, granted to him by Henry 1v
and containing precisely the same powers, privileges and
monopolies as that given to Roberval. The territory, how-
ever, now included, in addition to Canada, Hochelaga and
the Saguenay region, the further territories of Newfoundland,
Labrador and Norumbega, or Nova Scotia.

The expeditions of La Roche failed. In 1599 a monopoly
was obtained by Pierre Chauvin, Sieur de Tontuit, of Hon-
fleur, and Pont-Gravé of St Malo. Profiting by the experience
of their predecessors, they turned their attention more to

1 For an account of Roberval’s winter in Canada and of other expeditions
prior to Champlain, see ¢ The Beginnings of Canada ’ in this section.
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trade than to colonization, although they had obtained their
powers by promising to take out colonists.

Chauvin’s patent having been voided by his death, the
trading privileges were handed over to Aymar de Chastes,
governor of Dieppe. De Chastes formed a company and
sent out two ships to exploit the trade of the St Lawrence.
Samuel Champlain accompanied this expedition and thus
visited the St Lawrence for the first time in the summer of
1603.

De Chastes died in the same year, and the Sieur de Monts
proposed to the king to undertake the colonization of Acadia.
The king directed that he should be given the same powers
and privileges as had been given to Roberval and his suc-
cessors. De Monts’ commission was dated November 8,
1603. It was under the authority of this commission that
Quebec was established by Champlain, whom de Monts had
appointed as his lieutenant with full powers. The system of
government and law, established alike at Port Royal in
Acadia and at Quebec in Canada, was, therefore, that
originally provided for in the commission to Roberval.

The trading monopoly that had been granted to de Monts
with his commission as lieutenant-general had been repealed
in 1607, but it was afterwards renewed until 1609. The trade
of the St Lawrence was then thrown open to all Frenchmen
without imposing upon the traders any obligations to con-
tribute to the support of the colony. Seeing that the colony
must either be undertaken and supported by the crown or by
the colonists themselves, all of whom at this time were
engaged in the fish and fur trades, Champlain wished to
associate all the leading traders in a company for the joint
purpose of building up a strong self-supporting colony,
combining the resources of agriculture, the fishing industry
and domestic and foreign trade. The free traders from old
France, however, had practically no interest in the establish-
ment of a strong colony, which must of necessity build up
important local interests and develop a vigorous local
government. They were interested almost entirely in the
fish and fur trades, both of which could be carried on from
France. Moreover, a local administration, while expensive
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to maintain, was looked upon as likely to interfere with
commercial activities, especially with respect to the fur trade.
To colonize the country, to clear and settle the lands and to
change the life of the Indian, either by civilizing him and
making a farmer or an artisan of him, or converting him into
a dissolute tramp on the highway to destruction, meant the
impairment and ultimate destruction of that trade. The
fur-traders from France, therefore, could hardly be expected
to become enthusiasts on the subject of colonization.

It was, however, to the interest of the French court, in
order to maintain its claims to the territory as against its
European rivals, to have permanent establishments in Canada
to undertake its exploration and settlement with a view
to its permanent possession and defence. This enabled
Champlain and his supporters in 1612 to gain the favour of
the court in support of their plans for the establishment of
a colonization company, with a monopoly of the Canadian
trade. To guard against the lamentable ignorance, fickleness
and lack of consideration with which the royal authority was
too frequently exercised, it was deemed advisable to place
the new venture under the patronage of a noble with the
required influence at court! Such a protector was found in
the person of the Comte de Soissons, a scion of the house of
Bourbon. Upon him were conferred the rights and powers
of the Roberval charter, and these, with the approval of the
king, he delegated to Champlain as his lieutenant. De Sois-
sons died shortly afterwards, but his place was taken by Henri
de Bourbon, Prince de Condé.

During the operation of Champlain’s company from 1613
to 1620 colonization was Champlain’s great purpose, but his
desire to found a colony for the extension of Christianity 2
and the glory of France did not appeal strongly to his trading
associates. The salvation of souls through the conversion of
the heathen, and the glory of the French king were to them
of less importance than their own commercial success. So,
while the trade of the St Lawrence was being diligently

£ De Monts had, in the meantime, resigned his commission.
* In 1615 Champlain brought out with him from France four Récollet fathers
to propagate the faith in Canada.
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prosecuted, the colonization features were for the most part
put off till a more convenient season. Colonization, in fact,
was not favoured by the associates of the company since it
was liable to develop conditions which might prove trouble-
some to them. The political difficulties of their patron,
Condé, who was in prison in France, and the intrigues of their
commercial rivals, who ungenerously referred to the non-
fulfilment of their promises, disturbed the peace of the
company. Their monopoly was in danger, and it required
all the enthusiastic representations of Champlain as to the
future possibilities of his colony, and all the political influence
of his commercial associates, to preserve it. Condé, on
regaining his liberty in 1619, sold out his trading privileges;
and his lieutenant-general’s commission, the political charter,
was transferred to the Duc de Montmorency, admiral of
France.

It being determined that the company could not go on
indefinitely monopolizing the benefits of the St Lawrence
trade, while contributing no more to the development of New
France than did the free traders, their monopoly was cancelled
in 1620. The trade had proven of great value, and there was
immediately a sharp competition for the Canadian privileges.
The successful competitors were two Huguenot merchants of
Rouen, Guillaume and Emery de Caen, who formed a new
company to operate the monopoly. The charter still belonged
to Montmorency, under whose commission this new company
wished to operate. The Caens, though Protestants, under-
took to co-operate with the Catholics for the conversion of
the heathen, philosophically concluding, doubtless, that it
would not embarrass them to fulfil their religious obligations
quite as well as their predecessors had done.

The old company, not being without its supporters in
official quarters, contested the rights of the new company,
and the matter was not definitely settled before 1622, when
the more active spirits of both companies united under a
monopoly extending until 1635. Meantime the government
of the colony of New France did not involve any very complex
problems. The commission of the lieutenant-general more
than met all the needs. So far as there was any difficulty, it
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was not as to the law and the authority for it, but as to
enforcing the law among the employees of the company, of
whom the small colony on the St. Lawrence was chiefly
composed.!

In 1625% the Canadian commission once more changed
hands, passing from the Duc de Montmorency to the Duc de
Ventadour. But, beyond some restrictions being placed on
the heretical religious performances of the Huguenots, little
change was made in the constitution of the colony.

Though Champlain was making renewed efforts to better
the position of his colony at Quebec and to attract settlers,
the new company proved as little favourable to colonization
as the old one and for the same reasons. A colony meant
increased expense to the company and threatened the profits
of its monopoly. Moreover, if the colony became sufficiently
populous and self-supporting, it must inevitably pass out of
the control and the employment of the company. Already the
experiences of other nations, especially of the Dutch and the
English, indicated that established and progressive colonies
chafed under monopoly privileges and outside dictation.

II
THE CHARTER OF THE ASSOCIATES

N 1624, Richelieu, having attained a dominant influence
I in the Royal Council, soon developed for the first time
a definite colonial policy in connection with a still
wider scheme for the placing of France in the proud position
of the first power in Europe. His policy, however, being
one of an international character had little relation to the
domestic needs of the French people, whether at home or
in the colonies. At the same time, in unifying France on
this basis, he did much to strengthen its position as a central
power.®
1 At this time there were about fifty persons at Quebec, forty of whom were
in the service of the company.
* In this year the Jesuits, on the invitation of the Récollets, came to Canada.

3 The soundness of Richelieu’s policy, which was in part borrowed from the
French economist, Montchrétien, when taken up by much more practical hands
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The instrument for the realization in Canada of the
colonial aspect of Richelieu’s world-policy was the new
Company of One Hundred Associates, officially known as
the Company of New France. With his eyes fixed upon
his great designs for the future, Richelieu did not make a
study of the conditions of the present or of the immediate
past. He disposed at one stroke of the de Caen company
and its monopoly, which had certainly proved unsatisfactory
from the point of view of establishing a vigorous colony in
New France. Instead, however, of analysing the causes of
its failure, with a view to avoiding similar difficulties in the
future, he immediately replaced it by another company with
practically the same powers, obligations, and privileges ;
granting it the same kind of monopoly, with the same
facilities to neglect its religious, social and political obliga-
tions, and to follow its own self-interest in exploiting the
trade monopoly. The only new feature in Richelieu’s
company was the great national scheme of which it was to
be an important factor, and the consequent active court
patronage and high social auspices under which it was
organized and its membership recruited.

The act for the establishment of the Company of One
Hundred Associates revoked all previous commissions and
concessions and established the colony of New France upon
an enlarged basis. The new charter was dated April 29,
1627. It directly connected the powers, privileges, and
obligations of the company with the commissions granted
to Roberval and his successors, by stating that Louis xiir

than his, was manifested in the long reign of Louis x1v. During this time
France certainly attained to the international ideal set before her by Richelieu,
but it was at the expense of her domestic prosperity. Louis x1v dominated
Europe, but he exhausted France, and his extreme absolutism may be deemed
one of the indirect causes of the destructive Revolution, which swept away the
powers which had realized his ideal. The colonial policy of France, as manifested
chiefly in Canada, was simply a phase of the larger purpose for the realization of
national glory by making France the chief world-power. To this end, well
developed colonies, contributing directly to the resources of the home govern-
ment, were deemed essential. In this policy, however, the domestic welfare of
the colonists was a very secondary matter. It is necessary to keep these con-
ditions in view, as this will explain much which otherwise mightappear strangely
inconsistent in the alternate lavishing of care upon the smallest details in
colonial administration and the disregard of essential needs.
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had the same desire as Henry 1v to continue the exploration
of New France, with a view to establishing a colony there
for the conversion of the heathen. Cardinal Richelieu is
declared to have charge of these designs, under the imposing
title of Grand Master, Chief and Superintendent General
of the Navigation and Commerce of France. This high
dignitary is convinced that the one way to bring the natives
to a knowledge of God is by peopling the country with
Frenchmen, in order that, by their living example of a godly
life, the heathen may be attracted to Christianity and civiliza-
tion. At the same time, by establishing the royal authority
in the country, new discoveries will be made to the advantage
alike of France and the colony.

The previous holders of the colonial charter are severely
criticized for failing to accomplish these results. They have
shown so little zeal in the colonization of the country and
the conversion of the heathen that there is as yet only one
settlement in Canada, and in that only forty or fifty French-
men, who are nearly all traders with little or no interest in
the king’'s purposes. Those enjoying a monopoly of the
colonial trade had not taken to Canada more than eighteen
men in the past fifteen years. They have even discouraged
those who wished to go on their own account. In fact,
things have come to such a pass that it is necessary to revoke
the privileges of de Caen and his associates and transfer
them to a strong company, which, under amended regula-
tions, will assuredly carry out the purposes of the king.

Six men were appointed as a commission to form this
company and to frame the necessary regulations. They
accordingly formed the Company of One Hundred Associates,
which undertook to people New France, according to the
conditions which were laid down. On these terms, Cardinal
Richelieu, with the king’s approval, granted to the company
numerous privileges. The chief of these, as connected with
the colonial policy and political constitution of the colony,
were as follows :

The company undertakes to people the colony at the rate of
from two hundred to three hundred persons perannumand assist
colonists in making a start. Every colonist must be a French
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Catholic ; all others are to be rigorously excluded. There
must be three ecclesiastics at least in each settlement, for
the conversion of the heathen and the services of the French.
These ecclesiastics must either be maintained at the expense
of the company for the first fifteen years, or be furnished
with sufficient cleared land to provide for their support.
After the first fifteen years the ecclesiastics were, apparently,
to be supported by their own exertions, or the voluntary
contributions of the colonists, for as yet no provision was
made for the payment of tithes. To compensate the company
for its expenses in connection with the peopling of the colony
and the maintenance and protection of it, the king grants
to the members of the company and their heirs, in full
property, local control and seigniory, the fort and town of
Quebec and the whole of New France, called Canada, from
Florida to the Arctic Circle, and from Newfoundland on the
east to the great fresh-water sea on the west, including all the
lands in the watershed of the St Lawrence and its tributaries,
and of the other rivers of Canada which flow into the sea, as
well as any other lands over which the company may extend
the French authority! The king reserved only faith and
homage for himself and his successors, and required provision
for courts of justice. The company is to fortify the country
for its preservation and the protection of commerce. The

1 Ttis worthy of note that this comprehensive charter covered much the same
ground, and is in many places expressed in practically the same terms, as the
commission to Roberval. Hence, while feudalism was no doubt more definitely
extended in Canada under the Company of One Hundred Associates, yet the
system was undoubtedly provided for in the Canadian constitution from 1540,
the date of Roberval’s commission, and during the intervening period wanted
only the occasion for its actual introduction. That occasion first arose when
Louis Hébert went out as the first regular settler in Canada and received, in
1623, the seigniory of Sault au Matelot. In the following year another seigniory
was granted to William de Caen. The Jesuits who came to Canada in 1625 with
the object of establishing a seminary obtained the first of their seigniories in
that of Notre Dame des Anges on the St Charles River, just beyond Quebec.
These seigniories, granted before the establishment of the Company of One
Hundred Associates, indicate that, from the time of Roberval on, ample powers
were provided not only for the government of the colony and the establishment
of law, but for the introduction of every feature of the feudal system, as occasion
required. It is true that the grants above referred to were reissued after the

colony passed to the company, but this was due to the fact that all previous
grants were revoked with its establishment.
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company may grant lands under whatever conditions seem
fitting, and along with them confer titles of honour and
nobility, on condition that marquises, counts and barons
must also receive letters of confirmation from the king. A
monopoly of trade is granted to the company for fifteen
years! The king undertook to provide the company with
two war vessels of from two hundred to three hundred tons
each, fully equipped, on condition that the company should
fulfil its obligations as to bringing out immigrants within
the time specified. All persons of whatever rank, civil,
military or religious, were permitted to take shares in the
company without any derogation from their nobility or
position. It is ordained that all descendants of the French
in Canada, and all the savages who shall accept the faith,
shall be acknowledged as native Frenchmen, and shall have
liberty to return to France and enjoy all the privileges of
natural-born Frenchmen.

The exceptional circumstances attending the formation of
the company, the assistance and favour of the king and the
minister and many of the nobility, made the departure of
the first expedition under the auspices of the One Hundred
Associates, in 1628, a very notable event. The fleet was
composed of some twenty vessels, freighted with an
enthusiastic band of settlers, and lavishly supplied with
needful stores and even luxuries. Unfortunately for the
success of this first venture on the part of the new company,
there happened to be at the time temporary hostilities
between the French and English courts, Charles 1 having
sent a fleet to the aid of the Huguenots of La Rochelle who
were Iin arms against Louis X111, and French vessels were
the unlucky prey of English seamen. David Kirke, an
English captain, falling in with this French fleet, managed
to capture nineteen of the twenty vessels. This disaster
not only discouraged the new colonial enthusiasm in France,
but left Quebec destitute of supplies, so that in the following
year it fell into the hands of the English.

Had Richelieu been less confident as to the ultimate

1 For the economic features of this charter see ¢ The Colony in its Economic
Relations’ in this section.
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success of his foreign and colonial policies, it is quite possible
that no further serious attempt would have been made in
the direction of Canada. According to Le Clercq, the general
opinion in France at the time did not favour the continuance
of the colonial policy, which, apart from the fur trade and
the fisheries, had not proved very successful. But Richelieu
still had unbounded faith in his schemes for the achievement
of national glory, and Champlain, whose mind and heart
were deeply set on the Quebec colony, pressed earnestly for
its restoration. At the close of the short war, it was arranged
under the Treaty of St Germain-en-Laye (1632) that Canada
should be restored to France. Now, however, the Associates,
owing to the unfortunate fate of the company’s first expedi-
tion followed by four years of inaction, had lost their
enthusiasm. They handed over their religious obligations
towards the colony to the Jesuits, giving them liberal grants
of land.

Champlain still retained his interest in the colony which
he had established, and, in 1633, he returned to Canada as
governor, bringing with him about one hundred colonists in
three vessels. His death in 1635 arrested his plans and
brought to a close a noble career. His ideas for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a vigorous self-dependent colony
were enlightened and practical ; those of his contemporaries,
unfortunately, were not, and the circumstances and condi-
tions of the time were against him. He died without having
found it possible to realize his ideals.

After Champlain’s death, the colony remained for a
time without any very definite policy. Occasional additions
were made to the permanent population, the most important
settlement being that established at Beauport by Giffard,
who was the first to receive a seigniory under the new
company. In this grant, which was dated 1634, it is provided
that appeals from the court to be set up at Beauport should
only be to the court of supreme jurisdiction in the colony,
although it was not yet organized. In the grant of the fief
Dautré in 1637, the first mention is made of the Custom of
Paris, which, it is said, will regulate the feudal dues to be
paid. Similarly in the grants of land made shortly afterwards
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in the Island of Montreal, the feudal conditions are to be
determined in accordance with the Custom of Paris, which
the company intend shall be followed and observed through-
out the whole of New France. The chief of these grants
was that to the Gentlemen Associated for the Conversion
of the Savages, commonly known as the Company of Notre
Dame de Montreal, 1640, embracing the north-eastern
portion of the Island of Montreal, with the adjoining main-
land on the north shore, two leagues in front and six in depth.
Henceforth, owing to the enterprise and enthusiasm of the
famous Paul de Chomedy, Sieur de Maisonneuve, this
western advance guard of the colony of New France went
forward under auspices partly religious and partly military.
It bore the brunt of the attacks from the Iroquois, who at
this time began a series of harassing raids upon the western
French settlements.

Richelieu, whose policy for the glorification of France
had plunged Europe into the Thirty Years’ War, was too
much occupied at home to follow up his colonial policy.
The Company of New France, on its side, had lost heart in
the colonial aspect of the enterprise. The religious orders
alone, and especially the Jesuits, maintained a lively interest
in the colony, and in the evangelization of the Indian tribes,
whose conversion was the mainspring of their enthusiasm
and activities. It was chiefly for this purpose that they
received so much assistance from France.

Finding the colony steadily neglected by the company,
except for its trading interests, which the local merchants
naturally envied, the inhabitants began to protest vigorously
to the home government, and in their movement they seem
to have had the sympathy of the governor, de Montmagny.
Finally, in 1645, the Company of New France undertook to
transfer its trade monopoly to the colonists, as represented
by a corporation of the leading inhabitants of the colony,
chiefly merchants. It reserved, however, the trade of
Acadia and Cape Breton. The company also retained its
ownership of the colony with all its feudal rights and
privileges, as also its constitutional rights, including that of
nominating the governor, the judges, and other important
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officers. In return for the trade monopoly conceded to them,
the people of New France undertook to relieve the company
of all its financial obligations towards the colony. These
obligations included the support of the governor and the
other officials, military and civil, provision for the ecclesi-
astics and religious orders, as also the undertaking to bring
out from France so many immigrants each year. Partly to
compensate for its alleged losses in establishing the colony,
the company was to receive 1000 pounds of beaver
annually.

The local corporation of colonists, who undertook to
administer the trade and assume the financial obligations on
behalf of the colony as a whole, was known as the Compagnie
des Habitans. 1t was this company which first adopted as
an open principle the use of brandy in trading with the
Indians, and thus precipitated the first conflict between the
religious and civil powers in the colony.

III
THE COUNCIL OF QUEBEC

INCE the representatives of the colony were manifesting
so much interest and enterprise in its affairs, it was
natural that they should endeavour to obtain some

voice, if only an advisory one, in the government of the
colony. We find, therefore, that immediately following the
transfer of the trade monopoly from the Company of One
Hundred Associates to the local corporation, an agitation
began for the establishment of a council at Quebec to assist
the governor in the administration of the country.

It has been commonly assumed that the introduction of a
regular administration by a governor and council dates from
1663, when the charter of One Hundred Associates was finally
withdrawn and the Sovereign Council was provided for by
royal edict. As a matter of fact, however, this system of
government was introduced in 1647, amended in 1648, and,
as we shall see, was simply remodelled and enlarged in
1663,
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The inhabitants complained strongly of certain abuses
connected with the administration of the country which was
apparently too autocratic and unmindful of the welfare of the
general body of the inhabitants. The French court referred
the whole matter to a special commission, before which were
laid the representations of the inhabitants, the claims of the
Company of One Hundred Associates, and the views of the
chief officers of the country, together with the recent articles
of agreement between the old company and the colonists.
As a result of the report and the recommendation of this
commission, the king ordained, March 27, 1647, that there
should be established in Canada a council to be composed of
the governor, the superior of the Jesuits, until there should be
a regular bishop appointed, and the commandant, or local
governor of Montreal. The deputies of the governor at
Quebec or Montreal might act for him in his absence.
This council was to meet at Quebec and was to appoint a
permanent secretary to take charge of its papers and registers
and of all other public documents of record. The council
was to appoint, on the recommendation of the commander of
the fleet, the captains and other officers of the vessels belong-
ing to the colony and conducting the trade with France.
The council would supervise the detailed administration of
the colony and see that the duties of all special officers were
properly performed, without the corrupt use of their powers
for their own private benefit. The commander of the fleet
and the syndics, or representatives of the people of Quebec,
Three Rivers and Montreal, might appear before the council
to represent the interests committed to them, but they should
not have a voice in the council itself. The syndics referred to
were to be elected by the people of these towns annually by
ballot, but should not continue in office for more than three
years in succession. All the responsible officers of the colony
should render to the council an annual report of their duties,
accompanied by all the accounts and vouchers, which should
be deposited with the secretary, and copies sent to the colonial
commissioners in France. The secretary should also transmit
to the home government, for the information of the king, a
concise account of the affairs of the colony, including certain
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specified items of information. Henceforth no official of the
colony should hold office for more than three years without
being reappointed by the council and taking the oath of
office before the council.

The expenses of the colonial establishment, including the
allowances for the support of the governor and minor officers
and for the garrisons at the chief posts, as also the annual
grant to the Jesuits, should be paid out of the profits made
on the fur trade. The profits consisted of the difference
between the fixed price paid at the official stores of the colony
at Quebec and the price realized by the agent of the colony
on disposing of the furs in France. The amounts to be paid
on each of the above accounts were specified. It was also
provided that of the provisions or supplies for the officials,
the garrisons, and the Jesuits, so many tons should be brought
out from France free of freight charges in the vessels belonging
to the colony. No vessels other than those belonging to the
colony were permitted to visit the St Lawrence or trade
there.

This important edict of the royal council, establishing the
council at Quebec and defining its general powers and obliga-
tions, was proclaimed in Canada in the spring of 1647. It
did not, however, altogether satisfy the leading colonists.
They seem to have objected particularly to the composition
of the council, which made no provision for representatives of
the colonists themselves. They also objected to the extent of
the financial burden imposed upon the colony. A petition
was prepared on behalf of the people of the colony, and was
signed by the Sieurs d’Ailleboust and des Chastelets for the
others. The former represented the district of Montreal
and succeeded Montmagny as governor in 1648. This
petition declared that the colony was being depopulated and
the trade of the country destroyed, partly for want of proper
administration, and partly because of the debts which had
been contracted, owing to the excessive expenses of govern-
ment. It was also complained that several of the conditions
laid down in the charter of the Company of One Hundred
Associates had not been carried out, neither had the new
edict of last year been properly enforced. Chief of all the
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colonial troubles, however, had been the incursions of the
Iroquois, who were pillaging the country by land and
water.

Taking into due consideration the petition of the colonists,
the king in council amended the act of the previous year in
several important particulars. Henceforth, the term of
office for the governor and chief officials should be three years,
though in some cases they could be reappointed. The
composition of the council was altered. It was now to consist
of the governor, the head of the Jesuits, pending the appoint-
ment of a regular bishop, the former governor, if in the
country, and two citizens of the colony, to be selected by the
other members of the council, thus constituting a council of
five members. Should the former governor not be available,
three, instead of two, citizens of the colony should be selected.
Three out of the five councillors were to constitute a quorum.
Provision was made for filling vacancies in the council, ac-
cording to precedence. Thus, for instance, when the
commandants or lieutenant-governors of Montreal or of Three
Rivers are in Quebec, they should have precedence over other
substitutes. Three prominent citizens were named as suitable
members of the council, the Sieurs Chauvigny, Godefroy, and
Giffard. The arrangements for the defence of the country
were considerably altered and the expenses of the garrisons
greatly reduced. Besides the small standing garrisons, there
was to be established a flying squadron of forty trained
soldiers to move from place to place in the colony in order to
protect the settlers from the invasion of the Indians. Ap-
parently, quite unconsciously as to its future effects, direct
encouragement was given to the people to become coureurs de
bois, or rangers of the fcrest. It was provided that such
settlers as were accustomed to the country might, if they
chose, go in the spring of the year to the regions inhabited by
the Hurons, under the leadership of a captain appointed by
the council. They should act as escorts for the missionaries
on going to the Indian countries, as also for the Indians
themselves who wished to come down to the French posts to
trade their furs. These rangers should have the liberty of
undertaking such trade as they pleased with the Indians, on
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condition that they turn over their furs to the official colonial
store at the prices fixed by the council. Provision was made
for encouraging the settlers to clear and cultivate more of the
soil and to prevent many of the indolent from becoming a
burden upon the resources of the community, as appears to
have been the case with too many at the time. Ample
authority was given to the council to pass ordinances and to
have its orders obeyed, in spite of the pretended power of any
other organization or court. Apart from the amendments
made by this second act, the provisions made in the act of
1647 were to be faithfully carried out.

It is rather noteworthy that in these early days of the
colony, the colonists themselves both claimed and were
conceded much more freedom and influence in determining
the character of the colonial government than at any later
time. Thus, the first syndics of Quebec and Montreal
exhibited much influence both in local affairs and in their
representations before the council.

Up to the time at which this important departure—the
establishment of a council—was made, the commission of the
governor furnished an ample, yet autocratic, system of
government for the colony and its inhabitants. When the
council was established, however, the governor had only one
voice in it, though doubtless at first the chief one.

That the establishment of the council at Quebec in 1647-48
did not immediately result in introducing important changes
in the colonial administration was undoubtedly due to the
fact that the colony was at the time passing through a very
critical period, owing to the increasing attacks of the Iroquois.
These invasions virtually paralysed the progress of the colony.
After 1650 the arrival of new colonists practically ceased,
and a little later a decree was issued prohibiting the people
from leaving New France. In 1653, however, Maisonneuve,
who had been devoted to Montreal from its beginning in
1642, brought out 105 religious warriors to strengthen the
advance guard against the Indians. But few others followed
this example, and, despairing of the future growth of the
colony by voluntary immigration, it was seriously proposed
by the authorities in France to make of it a penal settlement.
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v

A DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATION BETWEEN NEW
FRANCE AND NEW ENGLAND

URING the period of the administration of the old
council of Quebec, a most important and interesting
incident took place. In 1647 the authorities of

Massachusetts had written to the authorities of New France
concerning the opening of trade intercourse between the two
colonies and the adoption of a kind of commercial union
between them. The Quebec magistrates had deemed the
proposition acceptable, especially if it could be supplemented
by a military convention under which French and English
would unite their forces to stop the bloody raids of the
Iroquois and subdue for ever these fierce savages. Letters
were exchanged on that subject, but the question remained
in abeyance until 1650. In that year, new communications
having been received from the English, who seemed truly in
earnest, d’Ailleboust, governor of New France, decided to
send Father Druillettes, a Jesuit missionary to the Abnakis,
as ambassador to the authorities of the English colonies.
Druillettes left Quebec on September 1, 1650, accompanied
by an Indian chief, Noé&l Negabamat, captain of the Algon-
quins of Sillery. Following the Chaudiére and Kennebec
Rivers, they reached first Koussinoc (or Taconnock) in the
colony of Plymouth, and arrived at Boston on December 8,
1650. The Jesuit ambassador was well received, notwith-
standing his ecclesiastical character. Very severe penal laws
were in force in the colony against all Jesuits or Catholic
priests trespassing over its territory. It had been enacted
that

No Jesuit or spiritual or ecclesiastical person ordained by
the authority of the Pope or See of Rome shall hence-
forth, at any time, repair to, or come within this juris-
diction ; and if any person shall give just cause or
suspicion that he is one of such society or order, he shall
be brought before one of the magistrates; and if he
cannot free himself of such suspicion, he shall be com-
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mitted or bound over to the next Court of assistants, to
be tried or proceeded with by banishment or otherwise,
as the Court shall see cause; and if any person so
banished shall be taken the second time within this
jurisdiction, he shall upon lawful trial and conviction
be put to death.

But Father Druillettes being invested with the character of
an ambassador, that law could not be made applicable to his
person. On the contrary he was received with all due honour.
He was the guest of Major-General Gibbons. After having
had an interview with Governor Dudley, of Massachusetts,
he met the council of that colony on December 13. He
was then informed that the question of union for trade and
war with New France could be dealt with only by the council
of commissioners of the United Colonies.

In 1643 the four colonies of Massachusetts, Plymouth,
Connecticut (Kenetigouc), and New Haven (Kouinopeia),
had formed a confederation under the name of the United
Colonies of New England. They were bound together by a
covenant under whose articles none of the four states could
decide or take action in a matter of war without the assent
and conclusion of the general council of commissioners,
composed of eight members, two for each colony.

The next move of the French ambassador was to repair to
Plymouth, where he met Bradford, the governor of that
colony, who received him courteously, and led him to hope
that his mission would be fruitful. He also wrote to John
Winthrop, governor of Connecticut, trying to win him over
to the acceptation of the contemplated treaty.

As a result of his interviews Father Druillettes felt
confident that his negotiation ultimately would be crowned
with success. He had been deeply impressed with the
strength of the four colonies, who numbered, he wrote, 40,000
souls, and could raise for a war 4000 soldiers in Massachusetts
alone. Of course these numbers were overrated ; but it may
safely be stated that the population of New England then was
ten times more numerous than that of New France.

In the relation of his errand, the Jesuit envoy declared
that in his opinion the colonies of Boston, Plymouth and
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Connecticut would be willing to unite with the French against
the Iroquois, and that New Haven would not be hostile to
the idea. After having left New England, he spent the
winter with his Abnakis, and in the following spring he came
to Quebec, where he made his report to the governor and
council. The French authorities decided immediately to
send him back with a member of the council, in order to lay
before the commissioners of the four colonies a formal
proposal, first for a treaty of commercial reciprocity, and
secondly for a military alliance against the Five Nations.
Councillor Godefroy was selected, and they left on June 22,
1651, entrusted with ample powers from the governor and
council.

In their letter to the Commissioners of New England, the
councillors of Quebec made the following statement :

Some years ago the gentlemen of Boston having made
to us a proposal for a commercial union between New
France and New England, the Council established by
His Majesty in this country answered, together with our
Governor, that we were most willing to open that trade
intercourse, backed with a union of hearts and minds
between our colonies and yours, but that, in the mean-
time, we were desirous of entering into an offensive and
defensive alliance with you against the Iroquois, our
enemies, who would make all trade impossible, or at all
events, make it less profitable to you and ourselves.

The last lines of that interesting document were as follows :
‘ We cannot doubt that God shall bless our arms and yours,
employed as they would be in the defence of christianized
Indians, our allies and yours, and against barbarous heathen,
who have no God, no faith, and follow no rules of justice, as
you shall further be informed by our ambassadors, who will
express to you our sincere wishes for the blessing and the
favour of God over your provinces.” The reader of American
history is somewhat astonished at this official expression of
such friendly feelings towards New England, coming from
the council of New France. Tempora mutantur nos et
mutamur in illis |
When Father Druillettes and his colleague reached Boston
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they could see at once that former dispositions had changed.
The views of the two parties were not at all the same. New
England was intent on trade, New France was intent on war.
New England was not willing to accept war in order to get
trade. New France would consent to give trade for the sole
purpose of getting war. These divergent incentives could
not be reconciled. The answer of the commissioners of the
four colonies was negative. Thus two hundred and sixty
years before the Taft-Fielding Convention, a treaty of
reciprocity failed between Canada and its neighbours to the
south.

What a possible change in the history of North America,
if that attempt at treaty making had been successful ! The
destiny of half a continent might have been altered. The
ferocious Iroquois would have been quelled by the coalition of
the two countries. The French colony would have grown
unchecked, developing in peace her resources, and would not
have lost half a century in bloody strife with the Five
Nations. The English colonies would not have been a prey
to the tomahawk, sword and torch of the Indian allies and
partisans of the French. Instead of drenching with their
purest blood the plains and forests of the New World, New
France and New England would have lived in harmony, each
one asserting freely her character and genius. Eighty years
of disastrous wars would have been spared to America.

A%
THE GREAT BISHOP

N event of the greatest importance to the affairs of
the colony, both civil and ecclesiastical, was the
arrival in 1659 of Francois de Laval de Montmorency,

Bishop of Petrza in Arabia in pariibus infidelium. He was
appointed at first Vicar Apostolic of New France, and was
to receive the title of Bishop of Quebec fifteen years later.
Designated for the position by the Jesuits, he was at all
times very friendly to that order. A man of remarkable
personality and strength of character, and filling positions
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of power in both church and state, he naturally exercised an
immense influence on the civil and religious institutions of
Canada. His trouble with successive governors and councils
arose first of all from the question of the eau-de-vie, or brandy,
traffic with the Indians, but finally included several other
matters.

The political power of the bishop was naturally very
great. One of the first manifestations of it was the recall of
Governor d’Avaugour. The centre of the difficulty was the
brandy traffic. This was a very difficult question to settle.
The evils of employing brandy in the trade with the Indians
were early recognized, and the traffic had been discouraged
though never suppressed. When the trade monopoly passed
from the Company of One Hundred Associates to the people
of the colony, the most influential persons in the colony
were immediately interested in securing furs from the Indians
on the most advantageous terms. Undoubtedly, the most
effective and profitable article of trade with the Indians
was brandy, hence the use of it was openly sanctioned.
But not only were the individual merchants interested in this
matter, but the colonial finances, as we have seen, involving
the support of the civil and military establishments, depended
upon the profits of the fur trade, and therefore upon the
question of the brandy traffic. When Bishop Laval came
to the country, he threw himself heart and soul into the
struggle being made by the Jesuits to suppress the traffic,!
which, in its effects upon the Indians, was most disastrous
to their missionary enterprise, and put in jeopardy the lives
of the missionaries themselves. The governor, d’Avaugour,
was disposed to side with the merchants, and a conflict was
precipitated which in the end was not confined to the central
question at issue.

Bishop Laval, having made himself familiar with the
conditions of the colony and having realized what were its
chief needs, from his point of view, and laid his plans accord-
ingly, returned to France and by the force of his personality

1 See ‘New France: A General Survey’ and ‘The Colony in its Economic
Relations,’ in this section, for a fuller statement of the arguments put forth by
the bishop against the liquor traffic.
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and the influence which he was able to command there
accomplished practically all of his important purposes.

He had convinced himself that his title of vicar-apostolic
was too precarious and not sufficient to ensure the complete
usefulness of his mission. His views were favourably con-
sidered by the king, who wrote to the pope, in 1664, asking
for the erection of Quebec as the seat of a diocese, and for
the nomination of Laval as first bishop. The negotiations
between Rome and the French court were delayed by many
incidents. It had been proposed to place the Bishop of
Quebec under the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Rouen.
But the pope insisted on retaining his direct jurisdiction over
the new diocese. At last Louis X1v assented to that scheme
and the bill of erection was signed on October 1, 1674. The
event was a great one for the Canadian Church and a
notable achievement for Laval.

He was equally successful in his plan for the founding of
his seminary. An establishment of that kind was necessary
for the recruiting and training of the clergy. But Laval
entertained special views on that question. In his mind
the seminary and the clergy should form one single body.
Every secular priest employed for mission or parish work
should be a member of that community. All the tithes
and ecclesiastical dues should be made payable to them.
In a2 word he wanted to form °‘his clergy into a family
with himself at its head. His seminary, the mother who
had reared them, was further charged to maintain them,
nurse them in sickness, and support them in old age. Under
her maternal roof the tired priest found repose among his
brethren ; and thither every year he repaired from the
charge of his flock in the wilderness, to freshen his devotion
and animate his zeal by a season of meditation and prayer.’
The bishop was happily able to secure the approbation of
the court for the new foundation on the lines which he
proposed.

The Seminary of Quebec was organized by Bishop Laval
while in Paris, the instrument establishing it being dated
March 26, 1663. It received the formal approbation of the
king in April of the same year. In this document, approving
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of the establishment and organization of the seminary, the
king sanctioned the appointment of Laval as Bishop of
Quebec, whenever it should please His Holiness the Pope to
establish the diocese of Quebec and make the appointment.
For the endowment of the seminary and the extension of
its work throughout Canada, the king ordained that the
sole produce of the tithes, whether levied on the produce of
labour or of nature, should be handed over without any
limitations to the seminary, which was also authorized to
receive all manner of gifts, donations, or legacies, whether
directly or by testament.

' An edict for the establishment of the Sovereign Council
of Quebec was issued in April 1663. It made no mention
of the setting up of the council in 1647-48, but gave much
the same arguments for its existence as in the previous
documents The feudal rights of the Company of One
Hundred Associates were withdrawn and the colony was
taken over by the crown. The council was to administer
the general law as it was in France. It was to register and
enforce decrees issued by the king and sent out for the govern-
ment of the colony. It was to pass and enforce such necessary
local ordinances as the immediate needs of the colony should
require, and administer the executive government of the
colony. While the council should have its normal seat at
Quebec, it might assemble, if necessary, at any other place
in the colony.

The council was to consist of the governor and the bishop,
or chief ecclesiastic in the colony, and of five others selected
by them jointly and holding their offices at the pleasure of
these two. The previous provision that the ex-governor, if
in the country, should be a member of the council, and the
conditional provision for the lieutenant-governors of Three
Rivers and Montreal were dropped, though these parties
might still be appointed among the five general members
provided for.

De Mézy, the new governor, and Bishop Laval himself
are named in the edict as the two first members of the council.
In addition to the provision for a secretary, or registrar, as
in the former act, there is a new office created under the
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title of procurer, or crown attorney. The council was to
constitute a final court of appeal for all cases, civil or criminal,
and the general law administered should be that of the
custom of Paris. As formerly, however, the king reserves
to himself the right to change the law by repeal, re-enact-
ment, or amendment in such manner as he sees fit. A new
power is that of appointing such local officers of justice in
Quebec, Montreal, Three Rivers and elsewhere as may be
necessary. These magistrates shall have power to render
judgment in the first instance, as between individuals, the
object being to enable the people to obtain speedy, simple
and direct application of the law.

The five councillors appointed by the governor and the
bishop may act as a kind of standing sub-committee of the
council to supervise the execution of the orders of the council,
hear complaints, and receive the recommendations of the
syndics. The councillors were not to hold any other offices,
or receive any commissions from the people.

The civil and judicial authority was therefore divided
equally between the governor and the bishop, while the
ecclesiastical authority was in the hands of the bishop alone.
That the bishop used his immense power in a manner not
above the criticism of certain minds, it is true, but on the
whole moderately, was another proof of his lofty character
and great qualities.

Immediately on their arrival in Canada in 1663, Laval
and de Mézy devoted themselves to the task of organizing
the work of the Sovereign Council. They registered in the
council the various edicts which provided for the restoration
of the colony to the crown, for the new civil and ecclesiastical
systems of government, and the establishment of the
seminary.

The council appointed Maisonneuve as acting lieutenant-
governor of the Island of Montreal and provided for the
appointment of a judge, a crown attorney and a registrar for
that district. A little later, Pierre Boucher was appointed
lieutenant-governor of Three Rivers.

A survey of the activities of the council within the first
year after its reconstruction shows that it dealt with a large
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variety of affairs. It fixed prices, regulated trade, ad-
ministered the local police and provided for minor municipal
officials and regulations. Evidently it had a high sense of
its dignity, exacting due reverence from the people who
appeared before it. Within two months after its establish-
ment, one man was fined fifty livres, and another sent to
prison for irreverence and impertinence towards the council.
Owing to the volume of business to be dealt with, it was
found necessary to devote certain days to smaller private
affairs and others to general questions of police and finance.
Enjoying co-ordinate powers, it was perhaps but natural
that the governor and the bishop should not always agree
as to’ general policy and particular measures. The first
evidence of friction between them occurred in the early
part of 1664 and developed into an open rupture over the
dismissal of the crown attorney and the appointment of his
SUCCESSOr,

As an indication of the discretionary power exhibited by
the council in the matter of royal decrees sent from France
to be registered and enforced in Canada, we find that a
decree, declaring that all grants of lands not cleared within
six months should be revoked, was modified by the council,
which decided that it should be enforced only against those
who were not resident on the lands, but simply held them
for speculative purposes.

At the close of its first year some changes were made in
the personnel of the council, followed by proceedings against
some of the retiring members requiring them to render a
detailed account of their expenditures. A little later, at
the instance of the attorney-general, an order was issued
prohibiting the officers of justice and of the revenue from
taking remuneration from the people, beyond the fees pre-
scribed.

It is not necessary to deal with the details of the disputes
between the bishop and the governor who had been nominated
by him for office. As we have seen, a preponderance of
power in the colony had been granted to the bishop. A man
of so much ability as Laval would naturally employ the power
at his disposal to further his far-reaching plans.
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VI
IMMIGRATION

MMIGRATION to New France was being revived and
encouraged. The essential features of the immigration
policy of the time and how it was regarded by the more

enlightened persons in the colony are worth noting. Two
dispatches from the Sovereign Council in 1664, one to the
king and the other to Colbert, throw some light on this
subject. The council expresses its pleasure at the special
interest shown by the king in the peopling of the country.
It considers the merchant vessels to be the best means of
bringing out the colonists! The members of the council
deprecated the policy of furnishing the immigrants with pro-
visions and placing them directly upon the wild lands, with
which they were quite unaccustomed to deal. In such
cases, many were certain to starve. All new immigrants
should be distributed among the older settlers, where their
labour, wisely directed, would be employed to advantage
from the first, and where they would receive the best possible
training to enable them to take up land for themselves.
The council points out that of some three hundred emigrants
who had left France in 1663, many had died, and that a
large number of them were clerks, scholars, and other city
folk, quite unfitted for life in the wilds of Canada. They
were indeed in great distress until taken in charge by the
council and distributed among the older settlers. It were
much better, in the opinion of the council, to send out only
people from the country, since there are as yet in Canada
very few openings for the town-bred man. It appears from
these documents that thirty-five livres each had been
advanced by the government towards the passage money of
certain immigrants arriving that year, and that this sum was
to be repaid from their wages. In three years the immigrant

1 A previous record of the council shows that of one hundred colonists sent

from France, presumably in government ships, thirty-three had died on the

voyage or after landing, while many of the remainder were detained in the
hospitals after their arrival.
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was considered generally to be an expert workman and
worth twice as much as on his arrival.

The council had already passed an ordinance to the
effect that all labourers coming to the colony from France
should serve for three years the habitants to whom they had
been directed, after which time they should be free to remain
in the colony or to return to France. Criminals and all
immigrants who were diseased or unable to work were to be
sent back to France immediately. Thus early in its history
do we find Canada adopting the policy of deporting undesir-
able immigrants.

The immigrants arriving at Quebec were distributed in
the districts of Quebec, Montreal and Three Rivers, each
being apprenticed to a master for a period of three years.
It appears, however, that even in those days the atmosphere
of a new country had the effect of developing a spirit of
independence ; thus we find complaints coming in to the
council that those who are assigned for three years’ service
were becoming very restless and insolent towards their
patrons or masters, even intimidating them to grant their
discharge. The council, however, true to its paternal in-
stinct, prohibited the emancipation of the immigrant and
enacted penalties for any one harbouring or assisting fugitive
apprentices. These laws did not, of course, prevent deser-
tion from employers, but merely made it necessary that
the deserters should take to the woods and become
members of the rising bands of coureurs de bois, who were
soon to become one of the most serious problems of the
colony.

During succeeding years, colonization progressed slowly
in New France. It was not easy to induce Frenchmen of
the right quality to go to Canada. The minister was anxious
to people New France, and we find him giving instructions
that immigrants should be encouraged by every means
possible to remain in the colony. He did not wish to use
force in detaining them, for that would probably give the
colony a bad name and defeat his object.

The home government responded generously to the
requests of the colonial authorities for wives for the settlers.
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Many groups of girls were sent out. As a rule, they quickly
found husbands. The authorities do not seem to have
been very fastidious on the score of beauty. It appears
that some of the young men were a little slow in responding
to the paternal benevolence of the authorities. Thereupon
the ever ready machinery of an ordinance was invoked,
giving the bashful swains the ungallant alternative of getting
married within a week or two or being liable to various
penalties. These mandatory incentives to domestic felicity
produced the desired effect. When it was obligatory to
take a wife if one were to be had, the young men doubtless
felt that if it must be done, ‘ then "twere well it were done
quickly.” The early suitor, moreover, had the greater
variety for selection.

VII
THE MINISTER’S ERROR

N 1661 Jean Baptiste Colbert, probably the greatest of
I French ministers, had attained to a dominant position
in the council of the king. Colbert had plans for the
development of French resources at home and abroad which
he now proceeded to put in execution. In respect to Canada,
however, he repeated the mistake of Richelieu by once more
placing the country under the control of a great commercial
monopoly—the West India Company !—to which a charter
was granted in 1664. Colbert thought that this new company,
because of its wealth and power, would accomplish what
every other company had failed to do, namely, build up a
strong colony in Canada and provide the means for its
administration, in return for the feudal control of the country
and a monopoly of its trade. The company, having power
over all the French colonies in America, was required as a
primary obligation to promote the glory of God and of the
French king. Its charter stipulated that the company should
take out priests and ecclesiastics and build and support
churches. In framing the charter Colbert evidently had in

! For a fuller account of this company see ‘' The Colony in its Economic
Relations’ in this section.
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mind certain trading companies of other European states,
particularly of Holland. But these companies were trading
corporations only, and not colonization companies with
religious, social and political duties. The needs and objects
of colonists might or might not coincide with the interests
of those companies, and where they did not, the companies
were not expected to sacrifice their interests to those of the
colonists.

The West India Company was not only granted the most
complete proprietary and feudal rights over Canada, but also
over any future extensions of the colony through discovery
or war. Notwithstanding the provisions already made for
the composition of the Sovereign Council, the company was
given the right to nominate the governor and members of the
council, subject, of course, to the sanction of the king. It
might even dismiss members of the council and have others
appointed in their places. It was given the right to appoint
judges and magistrates, and had jurisdiction in all matters of
police and commerce. Its trade monopoly was granted for
forty years, but its feudal rights were unlimited. In actual
practice many of its powers were never exercised, but the
colonial policy which the charter expressed showed how
completely the able and enlightened minister failed to realize
the requirements of a colony of Frenchmen beyond the
seas.

The expenditures of the company in the colony did much
to revive trade, and together with the government outlay,
incident to the sending of regular troops to the country,
contributed largely to the restoration of confidence, the pro-
motion of immigration, the cultivation of the lands, and the
establishment of industries. Nevertheless, the fate of the
company was sealed. It completely failed within ten years
after its establishment.

Early in the career of the West India Company Colbert
realized his error in granting it such extensive powers over
Canada. The medium through which he was enlightened as
to the folly of his course was the occupant of the new position
of intendant, Jean Talon.
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VIII
THE INTENDANT

there is no mention of the office of intendant. But it

was soon found, perhaps as the result of the friction
between the governor and the bishop, that it would be ad-
visable to extend this office to Canadal The office had
gradually developed in France, and covered the spheres of
justice, police and finance.

The first regular intendant in Canada was Jean Talon,
who arrived in 1665, at a very opportune time for the bene-
ficial exercise of his powers. The freedom and range of
his administrative functions, combining both legislative and
executive powers, minimized as far as possible the friction
arising from the inevitable clashing of the various authorities
in the colony.2 Talon could not, of course, wholly prevent
such difficulties, but the authority of the intendant certainly
tended to lessen them, and gave to the colonial administration
more efficiency and flexibility.

The powers and duties of the intendant in Canada are
quite fully set forth in Talon’s commission, dated March 23,
16652 The intendant was given supervision of the whole
administration of justice. He was to act as chief justice in
all civil matters, and as a final court of appeal. In the
absence of the governor, he was to preside in the Sovereign
Council. As administrator of the colonial finances, he was
to supervise the equipment of the forces and the furnishing of
military stores. The governor, the members of the council,
and all other officials in the colony were required to recognize

IN the edict establishing the Sovereign Council in 1663,

! The creation of the office of intendant in Canada resulted in a new division
of the power which the edict establishing the council had placed exclusively in
the hands of the governor and the bishop. Owing to the nature of the adminis-
trative duties of the office, it touched at every point the most constant and
practical interests of the colonists.

* At this time the West India Company was striving to control the Sovereign
Council, and to exercise its arbitrary powers.

® For the economic features of this commission see ¢ The Colony in its
Economic Relations ’ in this section.
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the authority of the intendant and to obey his commands
within the sphere of his office. It will be seen that, at one
stroke, a great deal of the power formerly vested in the
governor and bishop was by this commission transferred to the
intendant.

The Sovereign Council, to which the intendant was now
added, was enlarged from time to time until it included
seventeen members, the governor, the bishop, the intendant,
twelve councillors, of whom one was clerk, an attorney-
general, and a registrar. In their deliberations, the members
of the council sat around a table, the governor at the head,
with the bishop on his right and the intendant on his left.
A regular session of the council was held every Monday and
at such other times as business might require. In 1665 the
right to sit ex officio in the council was given to Le Barrois,
the agent of the West India Company. The chief courts
were held at the palace of the intendant.

On June 30, 1665, the Marquis de Tracy arrived at Que-
bec. Two years before, he had been appointed lieutenant-
general of all the French dominions in America. He brought
with him to Canada the first detachment of regular troops
seen in the colony—the famous Carignan-Saliéres regi-
ment.2 The purpose of these troops was to drive back
the Iroquois and relieve the colony from the Indian scourge
of the past decade. This they triumphantly accom-
plished, thereby securing to the colony a period of peace
and opportunity for internal development® The colony
was thus enabled to realize what was the most hopeful
and inspiring period in its history—the golden age of New
France—under the administration of Talon, the great
intendant, and the governor, Daniel de Rémy, Sieur de
Courcelle (1665-72), and, later, under that of Louis de
Buade, Comte de Frontenac.

1 In the same year de Courcelle succeeded de Mézy as governor of the colony.

3 Many of the officers and soldiers of the Carignan regiment caught the new
colonial spirit and remained to become citizens, taking up lands in various
capacities, high and low, along the Richelieu River, and eventually forming one
of the most stable and prosperous sections of the country.

8 See ¢ The Colony in its Economic Relations ’ in this section.
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IX
FRONTENAC, 1672-82

HE great governor, Frontenac, arrived in 1672. His
restless activity was a source of strength and vitality
to the colony, but it led him into difficulties with the

other colonial authorities and with the home government.
One of his weaknesses was intolerance of opposition to his
own supreme authority ; another was his love of pomp and
display. As already narrated,! very soon after assuming
office he sought to enhance his dignity by introducing into
Canada a moribund institution of France known as the
‘ States-General." This was discountenanced by both Laval
and Talon. The intendant absented himself from the
ceremony and shortly afterwards departed for France.
When the proceedings were reported to the home government
the minister very decidedly threw cold water on Frontenac’s
attempt to glorify the king through himself.

Owing to the industrial policy and activities that Talon
had initiated, the progress of the colony was now very marked
and was the occasion of no little apprehension in the adjoining
British colonies. It was therefore natural that Frontenac
should feel the importance of his position. It is not to be
forgotten that he was governor and lieutenant-general of all
the dominions of France in North America. The local
governors of Acadia and Newfoundland were required to
report to him and were subject to his orders.

In 1675 Duchesneau succeeded Talon as intendant. The
West India Company having been dissolved and their charter
revoked by the king in the preceding year, it was necessary to
provide for a continuance of the political powers that had
been vested in the company. Accordingly a declaration of
the king in June 1675 set forth once more the composition of
the Sovereign Council and its powers and obligations. The
council was henceforth to consist of the governor, who is also
lieutenant-general of the colony ; the Bishop of Quebec, or,
in his absence, the grand vicar ; the intendant ; seven other

! See ¢ New France: A General Survey ’ in this section.
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councillors, whose names are given; the attorney-general
and the registrar. The intendant Duchesneau, though hold-
ing the third place in official rank, was appointed president
of the council, occupying much the same position as the
president of the courts in France. Otherwise the terms of
the edict of 1663 establishing the council were to remain
unchanged and in full force. But it was no longer to be
known as the Sovereign Council, the king directing that the
name Superior Council be substituted.

Louis X1v now took personal control of the affairs of
New France. He required that henceforth Frontenac
should write directly to him. He was required to render
to the king a detailed account of everything passing in
Canada, whether relating to war, justice, police or the
growth of the colony, and he was to receive his instructions
directly from the king.

During Frontenac’s first administration (1672-82) diffi-
culties with the English colonies began to foreshadow serious
continental and, hence, international problems. Though
France and England were at peace, and the English court
decidedly under French influence, yet it was evident that
many intercolonial difficulties would arise to threaten the
existence of one or other of the colonial powers of North
America. Owing to the complete dependence of the French
colony on the fur trade, its troublesome relations with the
Iroquois, and the impossibility of communicating with France
during the winter months, it was perhaps natural that the
colonial authorities in France should recognize the prospect
of difficulties in America earlier and more accurately than did
the corresponding English officials. With their appreciation
of the situation, there can be no question as to the far-sighted
wisdom of the French governors, d’Avaugour and Frontenac,
and the intendant, Talon, in urging upon the French court
the supreme importance of securing, by negotiation or
otherwise, Lake Champlain and the Hudson River region,
including the towns of Orange (Albany) and Manhattan
(New York). With France in possession of this region, there
would be secured to Canada a regular winter port at Man-
hattan, while, by controlling the only southern route from the
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fakes to the sea, France would command the trade of the
Iroquois country, and obtain an undisputed ascendancy over
those warlike tribes. In fact, it would at one stroke deliver
the Canadian colonies from their most dangerous rival, and,
by commanding the whole of the country to the rear of the
New England settlements, prevent them from extending
their power westward, to the certain injury and jeopardy of
French possessions and settlements in the north. They had
pointed out, also, that then was the time to act, while the
English colonies were still undeveloped and while the French
king had such an ascendancy over the English court. The
French king, however, had serious problems nearer at hand
and was not disposed to prepare so far in advance for possible
difficulties in North America. These could be dealt with
more conveniently and just as advantageously at a later
period. But before the French court was prepared to take
up the matter, the opportunity had passed away. The
English court, instead of being the passive ally of France,
had become the leader of her enemies, and the most powerful
of her rivals. If, however, the French court were not able to
secure for France the country to the south of the St Lawrence
and the lakes, the next best plan, according to Frontenac,
would be to carry out the suggestion of de Courcelle, made
after his famous trip up the St Lawrence rapids to Lake
Ontario, to build a fort at the outlet of that lake, which
would at once furnish to the western Indians a visible emblem
of French power and authority and prevent the diversion of
their trade to the English settlements to the south. This
design Frontenac carried out on his trip to Lake Ontario,
where, in 1673, he built Fort Frontenac at the mouth of
Cataraqui River. He favoured the petition of La Salle for
the grant of the fort on condition that he should maintain it
as an outpost of the French power for the control of the
Indians, by alliance if possible, but by force if necessary.
The proposal was reluctantly acted upon by the home
government and La Salle received a grant of the post in
1675.

In 1679 Duchesneau, the intendant, through the Marquis
de Seignelay, who had succeeded Colbert, his father, as
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minister, sent to the king a report on the English colonies to
the south, in which he stated that these colonies constituted
no real menace to the French possessions, as they were
devoted to industry, trade, and the arts of peace, and were
quite unwarlike. The French, on the other hand, if they cared
to attack them, could probably capture, if not the whole, yet
a large section of the English colonies. Had Duchesneau
had as much insight as Talon and Frontenac, he would have
recognized that this very feature of the industrial develop-
ment of the English colonies would constitute the most
effective menace to the French settlements, and would
ultimately determine the outcome of the colonial rivalry
between the two European powers. Duchesneau recognized,
of course, one great advantage which the superior industry
and trading qualities of the English gave them over the
French, namely, in attracting the fur trade of the Indians to
Albany. To remove this difficulty, he favoured the idea of
the French government purchasing the colony of New York
from the Duke of York. This would enable the French to
control the whole of the Indian country and its trade. His
only objection to this plan of settling the outstanding disputes
arose from his fear that the more restless element among the
French settlers would be tempted to leave Canada and take
up their abode in New York.

A prolonged and acrimonious dispute arose between the
governor and the intendant as to their relative powers in the
council. The home government, in appointing the intendant
president of the council, in 1675, did not specify how far his
authority should extend. Was he merely to be the presiding
officer, or had he any authority to regulate the affairs of
the council, and if so, how far did it extend ? The governor
still held his precedence in the council followed by the
bishop, while the intendant, though president, was only
third in order of precedence. Obviously there were all the
elements for a dispute of the first order, and none of the
opportunities were lost on either side. Both parties were
censured by the king for their excessive contentions and
for infringing on the authority of the other, and, in 1682,
both were recalled.
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X
LA BARRE AND DENONVILLE, 1682-89

HE new governor, Lefébvre de la Barre, and the new
intendant, Jacques de Meulles, were informed that
they were sent out in order to restore peace and

harmony within the colony. La Barre, though a careful
administrator, proved to be a very weak governor, and
handled the Indian situation, which was then at a critical
stage, in a most undiplomatic manner. He undertook a
military expedition to Lake Ontario in 1684 with the object
of over-awing the Iroquois, yet he managed to give the
Indians, the very opposite impression. He virtually
abandoned to the Iroquois the western Indian allies of the
French, weakly accepting the terms proposed by them and
hastily retreating to Montreal. The Iroquois naturally
regarded him with contempt, and prepared to follow up so
easy an enemy. La Barre was recalled, and the Marquis de
Denonville succeeded him in 1685. Denonville was a man
of firmness and military qualities, but unfortunately a few
serious mistakes marred his administration.

The spreading of the small French population over so
large an area was an important factor in the ultimate undoing
of French power in America. Extension ta the west was
never the policy of the French court. The danger of pre-
mature expansion was the subject of many dispatches
from the French kings and their ministers. The Canadian
governors and intendants, however, found their hands
forced in many ways by conditions in the colony itself.
The fur trade—the mainstay of colonial commerce and
finance—drew the colonists from the clearing and cultivation
of the land. Increasing numbers made their way into the
wilderness. Indian missionaries and explorers pushed ever
farther into the unknown. To protect these interests trading
posts and forts were established. In the end France found
herself in possession of an enormous territory, the main-
tenance of which dissipated the strength of the colony, but
the relinquishing of which the pride and glory of France
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prohibited. ¢ All or nothing ’ seems to have been the motto
of those who were responsible for the extension of French
power. In the fullness of time they managed to secure both.
Frontenac, though instructed to the contrary, was a believer
in the principle of expansion, and in the interests of this
policy he had established the fort which bore his name. His
successor, La Barre, was instructed to restrict the western
exploration to the permits granted to La Salle and to direct
the people to the cultivation of the soil in the eastern portions
of the colony. The French king had a poor opinion even
of La Salle’s discoveries in the Mississippi Valley. He
considered them of no value in themselves, and as likely to
draw many Frenchmen away from the work of settlement in
Canada. La Barre quite agreed with the view of the king.
He reported that La Salle had virtually abandoned Fort
Frontenac, and, with a number of wastrels, had gone off
to establish a kingdom of his own in the West. La Barre
found that the upper end of the Island of Montreal was used
as a recruiting ground for such men as accompanied La
Salle. He gave a very unfavourable account of their manner
of life, and suggested that a provost-marshal should be
established there with power to give summary judgments
without appeal. This colony of vagabonds was a sort of
connecting link between the coureurs de bois of the West
and the settlements of the East. There were among them
many youths of good family and of excellent capacities,
but who were too proud to engage in the somewhat prosaic
labours of the farms. This led to complaints from the
authorities that the Canadian noblesse, to whom there were
few other openings, refused ta descend to manual labour.
The free and unrestricted life of the coureurs de bois, however
disastrous to their morals, was more to their liking. In
consequence of the reports of the governors, the king issued a
decree in 1685, taking away from the Canadian noblesse the
excuse that they were prevented by their rank from engaging
in physical labour or minor trades. The king also promised
to be more careful in future in granting titles of nobility to
colonists.

It is believed by many philanthropists that idleness, vice
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and pauperism are evils incidental only to congested popula-
tions and would disappear with freedom of opportunity and
access to natural resources. The history of both English
and French settlements in America, however, shows that
these evils have accompanied every stage of colonial develop-
ment. The records of New France are filled with attempts,
on the one hand, to deal with idleness and vagrancy, and,
on the other, with the straits to which the settlements were
reduced for lack of servants and workmen in the towns.

Taking a few examples: an ordinance was passed in
1677 attempting to deal with the evil of sturdy beggars who
would not work, but who solicited alms on the public high-
ways. This proving difficult to enforce, the evil increased
until 1683, when a further ordinance was passed, forbidding
begging on the highways or the giving of alms to such beggars.
Many of such people, it said, lived in idleness and brought
up their families on this basis, with the natural result that
these and many other disorders were increased. Five years
later, the evil being still unabated, the council ordained the
establishment of offices for the investigation of poverty
(bureaux des pauvres) in Quebec, Three Rivers and Montreal.
The object of these offices was to investigate cases of alleged
poverty, to deal with deserving cases, and to furnish work
for those capable of doing it. In the country districts each
parish was required to look after its own poor, that they might
have no excuse for wandering over the country.

Though earlier in the history of the colony provision had
been made for deporting undesirable immigrants, yet in 1687
the king, it appears, no longer approved of it. The governor,
Denonville, having sent back to France a couple of incorrigible
women of bad character, the king declared that he should
have retained them in the colony and reduced them to a
more virtuous condition by employing them at manual
labour, such as drawing water, serving masons, or sawing
wood.

After the departure of Frontenac the Iroquois once more
became troublesome. They attacked the Indian allies of
the French and threatened to come down upon the colony
itself. The strength of the Iroquois lay in their ability to
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obtain supplies from the English with whom they traded.
Troops and stores were urgently requested from France
to meet the threatened invasion. In 1683 the king wrote
in a reassuring manner, saying that he had made every-
thing all right in America through his influence with the
English court. In fact, Colonel Dongan, a good Catholic,
had been appointed governor of New York, and had received
express orders from the English king to respect the French
rights in America. Dongan’s religious faith was undoubtedly
of the right order, but his nationality was more doubtful.
Being an Irishman, and a very vigorous Irishman, he put
his own interpretation on his instructions from London, and
it was very decidedly in the interests of the colony over which
he presided. The joy with which his arrival as governor
was greeted in Canada was soon turned to mourning, and
urgent petitions were sent to the French king to secure his
speedy recall. Louis XIv again wrote to his minister at
London, Barrilon, to persuade the Duke of York, afterwards
James 11, who at the time held a proprietary right to the
colony of New York, to instruct his governor, Dongan, not
to furnish assistance to the Iroquois, but, on the contrary,
to join with the French in exterminating them.

Dongan, however, disappointed the expectations of the
French court. He claimed for England all the land to the
south of the St Lawrence and the Great Lakes, including
the Iroquois territory. This involved the further claim that
the Iroquois were subject to the English king and under his
direction. Moreover, the governor of New York warned
all the French settlers between the Kennebec and the St
Croix to leave the country at once or become English citizens.
The English, too, were very aggressive in the direction of
Hudson Bay, where they had of late seized a number of
Frenchmen with their furs and carried them off to London.
The French laid claim to all these territories on the ground
of their being the first discoverers, though in many cases they
had done nothing towards the development of the territory.
On being informed of the pretensions of the English, Louis x1v
still relied upon his influence with the English court, and had
no doubt but that his ambassador in London would secure
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the disavowal of the conduct and the claims of the governor
of New York.

When the governor, Denonville, surveyed the situation
after his arrival in Canada, he, too, reached the conclusion
that there was but ane safe solution of the western Indian
problem, and that was for the French king ta purchase the
colony of New York from the English. He considered that
this should be comparatively easy since the English king,
owing to his troubles at home, would undoubtedly stand in
need of the money of the French court.

In the meantime a project was already on foot for the
framing of a treaty of neutrality between the French and the
English dominions in America. The idea of the treaty
originated with Stapleton, governor of the British West
Indies, who proposed it to the Comte de Belnac, governor
of the French West Indies. The proposition was favourably
regarded by the French king and recommended to his minister
in London, who brought it ta the attention of the English
court and secured its adoption. The treaty was finally
concluded at London on November 16, 1686. It provided
for the continuance of peace on land and sea between the
French and English dominions in America. The officials
of either power were not to aid, in men or provisions, any
savages who were at war with the other. There should not
be any trading or fishing by the subjects of one power within
the jurisdiction of the other. No pirates were to be permitted
to find shelter in the harbours of either. Even if war should
arise between the two crowns in Europe, there should be no
war between the colonies in America.

This treaty, when adopted, met with strong opposition
on the part of the English colonies, since they claimed that
it was very one-sided in its practical operation. But the
treaty was scarcely proclaimed when James 11, who was so
compliant to the wishes of Louis x1v, was driven from his
throne. His successor, William 111, was the leader of the
French king’s enemies. All thought of peace between French
and English in any part of the world now vanished.

In 1687 the Iroquois peril had assumed an alarming
aspect. Acting on what he thought to be the wishes of the
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king, Denonville had induced a number of the Iroquois
chiefs to meet him at Cataraqui. The chiefs were seized
and sent to serve in the French galleys. This act of treachery
did more than even the weak conduct of La Barre to pre-
cipitate a bitter and prolonged war with the Iroquois, in
which the scattered French settlements suffered all manner
of outrages. To make matters worse,® Dongan, the governor
of New York, sent a bellicose letter to Denonville, demanding
that the French should relinquish their claims to the territory,
restore what they had taken from the Indians, and send back
all prisoners. On these conditions he undertook to live
peaceably with the French—being himself a devout Catholic—
and to see that the Indians of the Five Nations should not
molest them.

The chief hope of the French now lay in the influence of
the coureurs de bois with the Indians and the loyalty of these
outlaws to the French cause, especially under such leaders
as Tonti, La Durantaye and Dulhut. If only the French king
could arrange to obtain the colony of New York? all their
western troubles would be at an end.

At the outbreak of King William’s war the chief points of
dispute between France and England in North America
were : first, the ownership and suzerainty of the Iroquois
country ; second, the ownership of the Hudson Bay territory ;
third, the right to the southern portion of Acadia as far south
as the Kennebec River which is now part of the State of
Maine. The Hudson Bay question was finally settled by the
Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, but, in spite of all treaties, the
others remained the centres of dispute and of successive
wars until the overthrow of the French power.

1 In 1688 the French court persuaded James 11 to recall Dongan, who proved
so objectionable to the French interests. Andros, another Catholic, was sent in
his place, but with instructions to live on good terms with the French. Before
long, however, Andros was reported by Denonville to be, if possible, worse to
deal with than Dongan.

% De Calliéres, the governor of Montreal, suggested that the king might
exchange some of the French West Indies for New York. The minister reported,
however, that it was not possible to make the proposed exchange at the time.
Whatever opportunities there may have been at one time were doomed never
to occur again. Later, when the hope of bargaining was past, de Callieres
advocated an immediate attack on New York.
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The note of hopefulness and confidence which for twenty-
five years had pervaded New France disappears with the
beginning of the war in 1689. The domestic development
of the colony fell into the background. From this time
forward the burden of every dispatch relates to an existing
or impending struggle with the English colony.

pd
FRONTENAC, 1689-98

N 1689 Denonville was recalled and in October of that
I year Frontenac returned as governor of New France

for the second time.

Frontenac was instructed that it was the intention of the
king to attack New York by sea and land ; the movement
by land to be conducted by the governor from Canada. The
first point of attack on the north would be Albany. After
taking that town and seizing the vessels which were there,
he would pass down the Hudson to co-operate with the naval
forces in reducing the town of New York. It being fully
expected that the colony would thus pass into the hands of
the French, the English and Dutch farms with their live
stock and agricultural equipment were to be distributed
among the French Canadians, who would go down to take
possession. The taxes they were to pay the king on these
lands and many other matters of detail connected with the
conversion of the colony from an English to a French one
were specified with much minuteness in the instructions to
the governor.

But before the Canadian expeditions could be prepared
and equipped, the savage attacks of the incensed Iroquois
both above and below Montreal more than occupied the
military resources of the colony. At Montreal, Frontenac
found affairs in the utmost confusion and the people in a
panic, owing to the wholesale manner in which the Iroquois
were taking revenge for the conduct of Denonville, The
settlers were being massacred at every outlying point, and
the Iroquois were greatly encouraged by the general con-
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sternation resulting from their attacks. Frontenac, who
understood both the Canadians and the Indians, did much,
by his strong personal qualities and the confidence which
he inspired, to restore order, and soon placed the colony
in a fairly efficient state of defence, notwithstanding that
aid from France, which was so urgently requested, had
been refused. The king informed him that he must simply
do the best he could with the resources at hand. By
skilful defence and the taking of an aggressive attitude, wher-
ever possible, Frontenac first checked the attacks of the
Indians, and, after 1696, succeeded in putting them on
the defensive. The governor well knew that an Indian,
flushed with success and with his enemies in a condition of
panic and defence, is a really formidable enemy ; but the
Indian on the defensive is soon discouraged and is already
marked for defeat.

Meanwhile the English, knowing that Canada was being
vigorously attacked by the Iroquois from the west, chose
this opportunity for an attack upon the eastern settlements
by sea. In 1690 a naval expedition under Phips sailed
from Boston with the object of capturing Quebec. Frontenac,
however, had put his chief town in an excellent state of
defence and employed his troops and artillery, recently
received from France, to the best possible advantage. The
English, who had expected an easy victory over a nearly
defenceless town, were astonished at the preparation made
for their reception. Phips, however, sent Frontenac a
summons to surrender within an hour ; the veteran governor
disdained to make a reply in writing, stating that he would
answer it out of the cannon’s mouth. In the engagements
which followed after the landing of the English at Beauport,
Frontenac made good his lofty tone, and the English retired.
The preparations which they had made for an attack upon
Montreal, by way of Lake Champlain, proved equally
unfortunate. An outbreak of smallpox which extended to
their allies, the Indians, completely discouraged them and
caused the abandonment of the attack.

One result of the English defeat was to give them a new
idea of the strength of the French position on the continent.
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They now realized that, though numerically much stronger
than the French, their settlements were being hemmed in
on every side by the territories lately annexed to New France.
The English colonies were just then awakening to the con-
sciousness of their future possibilities, and they saw in the
extension of the French power to the north and the west a
barrier to their own future expansion. Under leadership
such as that of Frontenac, the French power might in time
surround them with a hostile force, which, if not threatening
their existence, would at least be a constant menace to their
peace and safety. The defeat, therefore, of their plans
against Canada, coupled with the change of relations between
the courts of France and England, concentrated the attention
of the English colonies upon Canada and soon produced the
steady conviction that nothing short of the complete removal
of the Canadian menace would satisfy them. The determina-
tion of the English colonies to free themselves fram the French
peril, associated as it was with the constant and more or less
serious attacks of the eastern Indian allies of the French,
notably the Abnakis, naturally affected the outlook of New
France.

To maintain so vast a frontier and to be prepared to meet
the attacks of the English was quite beyond the normal
strength of the French resources in Canada. To provide
for the normal needs of their own internal development was
the utmost that could be expected of the Canadian colonists
for many years to come. When, therefore, the people of
Canada were called upon to sustain and defend thousands of
miles of frontier, from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, it was
quite obvious that they could not also adequately develop
any part of the colony. And, if they could not develop the
colony, it would not be possible, nor indeed worth while,
to continue to defend it.

Canada was gradually becoming the victim of circum-
stances. The pride of France would not permit her to
relinquish voluntarily the great dominion that her enter-
prising explorers and missionaries had thrust upon her.
But the very attempt proved it impossible to garrison so
vast a wilderness. Far-sighted French colonial officials saw
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quite clearly what must be the end, under the accepted
international principles of the age, but they were powerless
to avert their fate. They could only patiently do their best
under the conditions of the time, and hope that, by some
fortunate stroke, France might overcome all her enemies,
and be free to come to the aid of New France in a sufficiently
generous manner to ensure not only its safety but its
adequate development.

Apprehending further attacks from the English, the
governor, in 1693, requested reinforcements from France.
In the following year the king sent him about 500 men, all
that could be spared at the time. Profiting by the experience
of the English attack under Phips, the governor and the
intendant, Champigny, undertook to spend a further sum of
4000 livres on the fortifications of Quebec. When the
accounts were laid before the king, he was highly displeased
at this expenditure, and warned them that if such an outlay
were repeated the amount would be deducted from their
salaries. Nevertheless Frontenac and Champigny continued
to urge the necessity for further defence, and particularly
for the reconstruction and fortification of Fort Frontenac.l
The court reluctantly assented, and the fort was re-established
in 1694 at a cost of 12,000 livres, and 700 men were sent to
act as a garrison.

In 1697 the Treaty of Ryswick afforded a short breathing
spell in which the French and the English might prepare for
the resumption of the struggle for supremacy. The articles
of peace themselves furnished ample occasion for further
hostilities. It was provided that navigation and commerce
between France and England should be resumed on the
basis which prevailed before the war. There was to be a
general restoration of forts, territories, and possessions
taken during the war. Special commissioners were to be
appointed to settle outstanding disputes.

In 1698 Frontenac died. He was the greatest and most
picturesque of the governors of New France. During his
two terms of office he had seen the colony pass through
periods of the brightest hope and of the deepest gloom. His

1 Fort Frontenac had been dismantled and abandoned by Denonville in 1689.
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boundless confidence in himself not only sustained him in
the most discouraging situations, but inspired those associated
with him with new confidence, which was itself a guarantee
of success. Notwithstanding the many rebukes for his
excessive zeal, his general conduct was approved by the king,
and his successor was ordered to follow his example.

XII
THE IROQUOIS

N reading the numerous documents connected with
the rival efforts of the French and the English to
secure the support or at least neutrality of the

Iroquois, one recognizes that these savages must have felt
highly flattered. They could not but realize how completely
they held the balance of power throughout the West. Had
they been less shrewd or more civilized, they might well have
had their heads turned and have committed many follies.
On the contrary, maintaining a cynical indifference towards
the flattery of the rival suitors, and fully aware of the ad-
vantages of their position, they encouraged the advances of
both parties and gladly received whatever lucrative and other
advantages the anxiety to gain their favour might praduce.
They declined, however, to commit themselves to either side,
fully aware that the diplomatic strength of their position,
and its capacity to produce a perennial supply of rival dona-
tions, consisted in their ability to appeal to one power
against the other without destroying friendly, but not too
intimate, relations with either. In social, religious and
matrimonial matters they fraternized with the French,
receiving their presents and exchanging complimentary
speeches. At the same time they traded with the English,
and enjoyed their rum, though they quite failed to appreciate
the dry light of their Calvinism.

It was a vital part of the French policy towards the
Indians never to admit that any of them were under British
influence. The French could not compete with the English
in regular trade, but they lavished presents upon the Indians,

VOL. II D
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and employed the friendly services of the missionaries and
traders steadily to press upon them the advantages of an
alliance with the French. The claim of the British to the
territory of the Iroquois was adroitly employed to alarm
these tribes as to the ultimate designs of Great Britain.

The essence of the French policy towards the Indians is
shown in the negotiations preceding the Treaty of Ryswick.
The French commissioners were required to press for the
following conditions :

(@) To have the sovereignty af the French court over the
Iroquois admitted.

(b) If that be impossible, to have the Iroquois declared
neutral.

(c) If the sovereignty of the English must be admitted, to
require that the English authorities shall guarantee to prevent
the Iroquois from making war on the French.

The Iroquois themselves maintained that they were not
under the sovereignty of any nation, but were free to deal
with either as their inclination or interests determined. This
gave the French authorities a new standpoint. Henceforth,
whenever they found it impossible to maintain their own
authority over the Indians, they took the ground that the
Indians were an independent people, being owners of their
own lands and masters of their own policy, that the French
were neither responsible for their actions nor for any claims
they might make.

Taking advantage of the alarm which was excited in the
minds of the Iroquois by the formal claims which the British
authorities found it necessary to set up after the Treaty of
Ryswick, the French officials in Canada opened negotiations
with them, inviting them to a grand council at Montreal in
September 1700. There the foundations for a lasting peace
were laid and the tentative agreements arrived at were
ratified in a definite treaty of peace which was signed at
Montreal on August 4, 1701. By this stroke of policy, the
mistakes of La Barre and Denonville were finally overcome
and the efforts of Frontenac and the missionaries rewarded.
The French certainly obtained a new lease of power in
America, and thereafter held the balance of advantage
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by means of their Indian alliances throughout the interior of
the continent.

By their natural temperament and personal qualities, and
by their adaptability to the life of the woods, the French had
many natural advantages over the English in dealing with
the native tribes of America. Above all, through their
religious system, which appealed to the imagination of the
Indians, and the zeal of the missionaries who followed them
to their homes, it was difficult, once the French had gained the
favour of the Indians, to overcome their influence with them.
The only advantage which the English colonists had over the
French was the economic one of paying higher prices for furs
and asking lower prices for goods, coupled with the circum-
stances which had from the first placed the French in conflict
with the Iroquois tribes.

XIII
HOSTILITIES, 1702-13

E CALLIERES, who had succeeded Frontenac as
governor in 1698, died in 1703. The Marquis de
Vaudreuil was then appointed governor. Vaudreuil

had come to Canada in 1687, and had married a Canadian
wife. Their son was destined to be the last of the governors
of New France. Before his appointment as governor of the
colony Vaudreuil had been governor of Montreal. He proved
to be a popular and successful administrator.

The treaty of peace with the Iroquois was scarcely
concluded when the War of the Spanish Succession once
more shattered the perpetual peace so lately established be-
tween the powers of Europe. In practically all the earlier
operations in America, the French, owing to their military
training and constant preparation for war, were almost
uniformly successful. In the end, however, the superior
resources of the English, to the accumulation of which
they chiefly devoted their energies, and the rapidity with
which they adjusted themselves to military conditions when
necessary, enabled them to gain the ultimate advantage.
The operations of this war, which closed with the Treaty of
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Utrecht, illustrate a world-principle, namely, the ultimate
triumph of industrialism over militarism.

In the early stages of the war the French were successful.
This aroused the English colonies, supported by the mother
country, to put forth their reserved strength. Acadia, at
first so ably defended, was afterwards lost through the
capture of Port Royal by the English in 1710. The superior
resources of the English power could not be offset by military
efficiency or the personal capacity of those defending the
French dominions.

During this struggle the political and economic progress
of Canada was virtually paralysed, but the dominant influence
which the French had gained over the Indians around the
Great Lakes was very evident. The Iroquois, for the most
part, held firmly to their position of neutrality, and the
attempt of the English with a few of the western Indians to
take possession of Detroit was decisively defeated.

During the last few years, before the Treaty of Utrecht
was concluded, the colony was entirely absorbed in prepara-
tions for defence against threatened attacks from the English
by sea and land. The destruction of the English fleet saved
Canada from invasion by sea, and the land forces, intended
to supplement the efforts of the fleet, retired to Albany. As
we have seen, however, the reserve power of England, owing
to her ever-extending commercial resources, gave her a pre-
ponderating influence during the closing period of the war.
This was fully reflected in the treaty which once more inter-
rupted the struggle with France.

X1V
THE TREATY OF UTRECHT

Y the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, English possession of the
entire Hudson Bay territory was confirmed. Nova
Scotia, or Acadia, with its ancient boundaries, as also

the city of Port Royal and all the islands, lands, and places
dependent on these, together with the fisheries in the seas and
bays adjoining, and all the inhabitants of these regions, were
ceded to Britain. The Island of Newfoundland and the
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adjacent islands were to belong, of right, wholly to Britain.
The French, however, kept the right to catch fish and
dry them on the coast from Cape Bonavista to Point
Riche. Cape Breton and the other islands in the Gulf and
the River of St Lawrence were to be retained by France.
The sovereignty of Great Britain over the Iroquois, or Five
Nations, was recognized and the French were not to interfere
with them, or with the other Indians who were friends of
Britain ; nor were the British to interfere with those Indians
who were subjects and friends of France. On both sides,
the subjects of France and England were to have freedom to
trade with all the Indian tribes, and the Indians were to be
free to trade with the colonies of either power.

The conditions of this treaty were a severe blow to
French power in America. And it left unsettled many
questions material to the strength, development, and even
the existence of Canada. Such were the limits of Acadia,
the boundary between New France and England’s colonies,
and between those colonies and the regions bordering on the
Mississippi and its tributaries. Immediately after the treaty,
therefore, we find the French minister writing to the governor,
Vaudreuil, and to the intendant, Bégon, for any documents or
information which they may have regarding the limits of
Acadia, showing ground for restricting the territory which
has been granted to the English. He is particularly anxious
that they shall find evidence for restricting the territory of
Acadia to the peninsula alone. As to the Hudson Bay
territory, they are to interpret the treaty so as to preserve
to the French the Mistassifii Indians qn account of their trade
with Tadoussac. He desires them ta send a map giving the
limits which they think can be maintained.

Vaudreuil, in the following year, urged upon the hame
government the necessity for retaining the Indians, particu-
larly the Iroquois and the Abnakis, on the side of the French,
because if the English once win them over, the French are
lost. The Abnakis in particular are terribly cruel enemies.
Writing again in 1716, Vaudreuil states that if the king wishes
to retain Canada he has certain suggestions to offer. The
English are determined to take Canada. He has to acknow-
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jedge the weakness of the colony in population, and con-
sequently in fighting strength, but should the English once
obtain the whole of North America, without any check upon
them, they will rapidly develop it and make themselves
extremely powerful in Europe. It is highly desirable,
therefore, even from the European point of view, to keep the
English in America in check. For this purpose it is necessary
to increase the military strength of Canada. Five hundred
men should be sent at once, and five hundred annually, who,
after a certain term of service, will be placed upon the land
and held as reserves. Further, it is absolutely necessary to
find some excuse for keeping the Indian territory out of the
hands of the English. This can be accomplished only by
stirring up the Indians to maintain that the French have no
right to concede their lands to the English, since they belong
to themselves alone, and that they propose to hold them and
to dispose of their friendship and alliance as they see fit. He
then represents that the Indians should be kept in alliance
with the French by liberal distributions of presents.

When all this became known the English authorities
strongly remonstrated with the French. Governor Burnet,
of New York, writing to Vaudreuil in 1721, reminds him that
by the Treaty of Utrecht, the Iroquois are declared to be
subjects of the English king, and the other western Indians
are to be free to frequent the territory of either party for
purposes of trade. He is surprised, therefore, to learn of the
fort being established at Niagara® and of the other measures
being taken to prevent intercourse between the western and
northern Indians and the English colonies. To this Vaudreuil
makes the evasive reply that Burnet is the first English
governor to lay claim to Niagara, where La Salle had a fort.
Moreover, the Indians have made no objection.

From all this it is quite obvious that, though there might
be peace between the crowns in Europe, there was to be little
peace between their dominions in America. The English
had made up their minds that the French menace to their
colonies, supported as it was by the Indians, must be dis-

1 A post was set up here in 1720 by the Canadian authorities to prevent
intercourse between the English and the western Indians.
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posed of. On the other hand, the French in Canada had
determined to resist the claims of the English to the very
last. To this end it was indispensable that they should
retain the alliance of the Indians at all costs. From this time
on the French had no serious intention of accepting the
English interpretation of the treaty, although it was naturally
their object to postpone as long as possible the final rupture
of peace.

The French were frankly using their post at Niagara to
prevent free intercourse between the English and the Indians.
The English undertook to establish a corresponding post on
the southern shore of Lake Ontario at the mouth of the Oswego
River. This was to be a trading depot, to which the Indians
from the north and west might come without French inter-
ference. The French protested on the ground that the
territory to the south of the lakes belonged to France. They
also endeavoured to arouse the Iroquois to the point of pro-
hibiting it. The Iroquois, however, knowing the advantage
of British trade, favoured the project, and at the time the
French could do nothing.

Trusting to the approval of the French government, the
local authorities in Canada were preparing in 1725 to take
strong measures with the English. They were to be formally
warned against constructing the establishment at Oswego,
and should they persist, forcible means were to be employed,
for, as the authorities said, if the English build at Oswego and
the French cannot fortify Niagara,! then the western trade is
doomed, and the French control of the Indians will certainly
be greatly weakened, if not entirely destroyed.

Already it was recognized that another war with the
English was inevitable. The governor called for more men
and stores. Longueuil, the governor of Montreal, who had
much influence with the Iroquois, on returning from a trip to
their territory, reported (1725) that the English had not begun
the fort at Oswego and that he had hopes of getting the
Iroquois to prohibitit. In this he was, for a time, remarkably

1 The Iroquois objected to a regular fortification at Niagara. The French
diplomatically agreed, while at the same timo they established a trading-post
that would answer the same purpose.
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successful. By representing the English as having no other
design than to rob the Indians of their country and to enslave
their people, he managed to persuade the Iroquois whom he
met to forbid the English establishment at Oswego, but to
permit the French to build two vessels on the lakes and to
construct a stone fort at Niagara. On this diplomatic
mission, he had found more than one hundred cances of
Indians going to trade with the English, and a number of
these were from the French territory to the north. This
had convinced him that at all hazards the English must be
expelled from the St Lawrence system at once, and by force.
Now that he had persuaded the Indians to prohibit the
English fort at Oswego, he would endeavour to induce them to
assent to the establishment of a French fort there, which would
shut out the English for the future. Assuredly, if diplomacy
could have afforded a substitute for industrial progress, the
French, and not the English, would have dominated the
North American continent.

The British minister, Newcastle, wrote to Horace Walpole,
then the English minister at Paris, asking him to remonstrate
with the French court on the conduct of their representatives
in Canada. The French court no doubt listened politely to
Walpole, and may even have promised to have matters
investigated, as this would enable them to gain further time ;
but, since the court had expressly instructed the Canadian
authorities to do just what was being complained of, and to
employ force if necessary in accomplishing their object, it
was hardly likely that any steps would be taken to put a
check upon the conduct of the colonial officials. In the
spring of 1725 the intendant, Bégon, began the construction
of the two vessels proposed for the control of Lake Ontario.
He was able to report that, notwithstanding the claims of the
English to the country occupied by the Abnakis Indians as
being part of Acadia, the French had managed to obtain
control of these Indians and had induced them to maintain
irregular attacks upon the English settlers, some forty of
whom had lately been killed. He reported, however, that the
English were at last bestirring themselves and were about to
send armed bands to subdue the Indians. This was after-
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wards accomplished, and in taking vengeance upon these
barbarous tribes they included the French resident priest,
Pére Rasle, who had been the central influence in keeping the
Abnakis under French control and direction.

The French ministry approved of the policy adopted by
the governor and the intendant, stating that the English
must be prevented, by force if necessary, from making the
establishment at Oswego. Action in the matter was to be
determined upon by a small council of war, composed of the
governor, the intendant, and the local governors of Montreal
and Three Rivers. At the same time, they were urged to avoid
actual war as long as possible, because it was both expensive
and injurious to the beaver trade.

The Marquis de Vaudreuil died at Quebec on October 10,
1725. He was one of the most successful of the Canadian
governors and he left a memory much venerated by the
people. His successor was the Marquis de Beauharnois.

In the royal instructions to the new governor, it is im-
pressed upon him that the chief points to be observed are :
first, the necessity for maintaining the colony against the
designs of the English, and, secondly, to prevent the French
colonists from leaving their natural occupations and betaking
themselves to the woods.

Later, the governor had to report to the minister that, as
the Indians were disposed to favour the English and to
permit them to establish a fort at Oswego, he did not consider
it good policy to incur the enmity or suspicion of the Indians,
hence he had not attacked the establishment at Oswego.
Though policy forbade the use of force, it seemed to encourage
the employment of diplomacy. Accordingly, Beauharnois
wrote to Burnet, the governor of New York. Without allud-
ing to the terms of the Treaty of Utrecht, he adverted to the
earlier period when the French claimed jurisdiction over the
Iroquois, and, taking the claim for granted, he sought to base
a justification for their actions upon these rights. The
English governor pointed out, in reply, that, whatever were
the merits of the case in earlier times, yet, since 1713, the
terms of the Treaty of Utrecht alone governed the situation.
These and similar sparrings for time, on the part of the French
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authorities, were entirely in accordance with the repeated
instructions from France that the Canadian officials were to
hedge and fence concerning the chief articles of the treaty as
much as possible, in order to avoid coming to an open rupture.

Gradually, however, the Indians were tiring of fighting
for the French and living on fair promises. The Iroquois in
their own interest did not wish to see the English gain too
great an ascendancy over the French, but they would not long
forgo the advantages of cheap English goods coupled with
high prices for furs. Hence, in the end, they decided to permit
the opening of the special establishment at Oswego. This
concession being recognized as a great misfortune for the
French, they proposed as an offset to establish a fort at La
Galette, at the head of the St Lawrence rapids, where all
boats from the lakes might tranship goods passing up and
down the river. The governor and the intendant also
proposed the establishment of a fort at Crown Point on Lake
Champlain. This was approved by the home government
and was rapidly accomplished, notwithstanding the protests
of the English that they, or their allies, the Iroquois, were the
owners of the territory.

There was little or no immigration from France during
the whole of the period of peace. The old enthusiasm
for the colonies and their development had gradually died
out, and the possible greatness of their American dominions
received very little attention and no practical assistance at
the hands of the people at large. The colonies were simply
regarded as posts of strategical advantage in the ever-widening
conflicts between the European powers. The importance of
Canada, apart from the fur trade, was due to the importance
of the English colonies on which it was to be a drag or check.
The lack of real interest in the local affairs of Canada or of its
political and social future will account for the general laxity
of administration which was gradually developing in the
colony, and concerning which there seemed to be at once a
profound ignorance and a callous indifference which afforded
no encouragement to unselfish and public-spirited officials,
but gave excellent opportunities for mercenary selfishness
and a cynical disregard of public interest.
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It was found difficult to maintain regular troops in Canada
owing to the temptations to become settlers or to desert and
join the coureurs de bois. In fact, it was only through the
troops sent to Canada that any new settlers from France
were received, apart from a few religious persons sent over
from time to time. The governor, Beauharnois, gave it as
his opinion that the Canadian troops were not as good as
formerly.

The Iroquois, finding that in the rivalry between the
English and French their territory was being gradually
covered with hostile forts which disregarded the rights of the
Indians, protested to both powers against the building of any
further forts within their territory. They professed friendship
for both nations and desired to live in peace with both.
They also desired that trade should be free, so that they
might take their furs to the best market and procure their
supplies on the most favourable terms.

XV
BEFORE THE FINAL STRUGGLE

T length, after a continuous controversy, but without
open warfare, for thirty years, the inevitable was
realized. In 1744 active hostilities were resumed.

As usual, the French sought the assistance of the Indians
to attack the English, particularly the advanced posts on
the Ohio and towards Hudson Bay. They planned also
to destroy Oswego, but found the Iroquois strongly opposed
to such action and they were compelled to abandon it for a
time. The capture or destruction by the English of several
of the French vessels bringing stores to Canada prevented
the French from carrying out their early plans of attack,
which were usually so successful, owing to the constant
efficiency of their military forces and the unprepared condi-
tion of the English, absorbed as they were in the develop-
ment of their colonies.

The successful attack of the New Englanders on Louis-

bourg indicated the pitch to which they had been aroused
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by the repeated attacks of the French cruisers on the
English fishing fleets. Apart, however, from the capture of
Louisbourg, nothing of a very decisive nature had been
accomplished in America when the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,
in 1748, arrested open hostilities and required the restoration
of Louisbourg to the French. This was a severe blow to
the New Englanders, who saw in it the wanton resignation
by the English government of that which had cost them so
dearly and which constituted so perpetual a menace to
their fishing and commercial interests.

Immediately after the treaty, the French took formal
possession of the Ohio River and its tributaries. A post
was also established at La Présentation, now Ogdensburg.
A year following the peace, La Galissoniere* prepared a
very interesting survey of the French colonies in America.
It is now more plain than ever, he says, that the English
are stirred up over the international problems in America
as never before and are determined to make an invasion of
the French colonies during the next war. He then proceeds
to discuss the relation of the several French colonies to the
mother country. He first deals with the economic ad-
vantages to be derived from colonies, and on this ground
has to admit that hitherto Canada has been a very un-
profitable colony, while some of the small West India Islands
have been sources of great revenue to France. But there
are other considerations from a national point of view, such
as honour, glory and religion. He first points out that it is
quite impossible, in point of national honour, for France
to desert the people of Canada who have settled there under
her protection. It is also impossible to give up the great
work of converting the heathen.

The chief reason, however, for maintaining a colony
such as Canada is that it furnishes the best possible means
for putting a drag upon the development of the British
power in America. The importance of this must be recognized
from the extraordinarily rapid development which the British
colonies have achieved within the past few years. Were

1 Administrator of New France in the interregnum (1747-49) between the
governors Beauharnois and La Jonquiére.



BEFORE THE FINAL STRUGGLE 373

the French check upon the British power in America wholly
removed, they would soon control the whole continent
of America, including the West Indies. The strength of
Canada, therefore, lies not in its being an asset in itself, but
as a severe check upon the otherwise marvellous natural
growth of the English colonies. In the first place, the French
have the majority of the Indians on their side, and the
Indians are beginning to realize that if one power becomes
too strong for the other, the Indians will soon be disposed
of by the stronger power. It is their policy, therefore, to
maintain the weaker side, and a consciousness of this will
attach them to the French cause. In the second place,
there are a large number of French Canadians, originally
settlers but who have broken away from the settlements
and become coureurs de bois, living in the woods after the
manner of the Indians and having a great influence with
them, and these would be very powerful allies of the regular
French forces. Lastly, if the English colonies in America
are not kept in check, they will ultimately become a powerful
force in every part of the world, including Europe, and
France before long will find itself unable to cope with the
strength of Britain. Canada, therefore, in spite of its expense,
ought to be retained by France for her own preservation.
The control of the Indians is the central matter, and Montreal
is the key to the Canadian situation, as it affords a basis
for the Indian trade and connection. It also enables Canada
to control the Lake Champlain route, as well as that to the
Great Lakes. Oswego is obviously the most dangerous
English post. Another attempt is being made to establish
English posts on the Ohio River, through which they will
come into contact with the western Indians and possibly
interrupt the French connection between Canada, the Illinois
country and Louisiana.

In 1752 Duquesne succeeded La Jonquiére as governor
of Canada. In his instructions, it is pointed out that, at
all hazards, the English must be prevented from trading
with, or otherwise coming into contact with, the Indians of
the west. As the English are now pressing into the Ohio
Valley, it will be necessary to attack them and drive them
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from the country. Hitherto, the French policy with reference
to the Indians has been to set one section against another,
in order to weaken them and prevent their becoming a menace
to the colony. Now they are well under French influence
and there is no longer any fear of their attacking Canada.
Henceforth, therefore, it must be the policy of the French
to prevent conflicts between the Indian tribes, and to mediate
their differences and to secure their united and firm alliance
with the French, in order that their strength may be employed
entirely against the English. He is informed, however,
that the custom which has prevailed among the French of
dressing and painting themselves in the guise of Indians
in order to undertake scalping expeditions among the English
settlers must be discontinued.

It appears from the reports of Longueuil * that the English
are showing considerable determination in their western
movements. They are getting the better of the Indians
on the Ohio and turning some of them against the French.

It is rather remarkable that on the eve of the final conflict,
the French government seems to have lost faith in its Indian
allies. In the instructions to Vaudreuil the younger (1755)
he is advised not to place too much reliance on the Indians
and to avoid as far as possible Indian wars. He should not
attempt to collect the Indians together, but should leave
them to their own course, provided they do not attach
themselves to the English. The Indians had been making
a practice of getting the English and French to bid against
one another for promises of their favour and support. One
of the most profitable forms of traffic of this sort was that in
flags. The Indians accepted flags and other emblems from
the rival nations as marks of their friendship and alliance.
These they immediately carried to the representatives of
the rival power and exchanged them, together with their
promises of loyalty, for handsome returns of goods and
presents. At length the French king ordered the French
side of this traffic to be discontinued, as it was becoming
very expensive.

1 Charles le Moyne, Baron de Longueuil, administrator of the colony 1752,
before the arrival of Duquesne.



PIERRE DE RIGAUD, MARQUIS DE VAUDREUIL

From a painting in the Chitean de Ramezay
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In order as far as possible to offset the English post at
Oswego, the French established Fort Rouillé at Toronto,
on the north side of the lake, to intercept the Indians from
that direction. In the Detroit region things were in a very
bad condition owing to the outbreak of smallpox.

The appointment of the Marquis de Vaudreuil as governor
in 1755 gave great satisfaction to the people. In the darken-
ing days before the final struggle they remembered with
pleasure the administration of his father, which was the
brightest period in the later history of New France. They
naturally looked to him to redeem the colony, alike from
corruption and oppression within and from powerful enemies
without. Under the circumstances they were, of course,
expecting the impossible even if the second Vaudreuil had
been the equal of his father in energy, ability and soundness
of judgment.

With the open outbreak of hostilities in 1755, the political
history of New France virtually ceases. Thereafter, every-
thing is absorbed in the military operations and the com-
missariat system which furnished the troops with supplies
and enabled Bigot and his associates to plunder the colony.
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THE CHURCH AND THE COLONY







THE CHURCH AND THE COLONY

I
EARLIEST EVANGELIZATION OF NEW FRANCE

HE authentic history of the Catholic religion in Canada

I begins with Jacques Cartier, the discoverer of the

region named by him La Nouvelle France. In his

narrative ! he relates that he, with his followers, on
July 24, 1534, planted a cross thirty feet high on the Gaspe
coast. In the presence of several natives all the Frenchmen
knelt down and prayed, and then pointed heavenward, trying
to make the natives understand that on the cross depended
our redemption. They planted three other crosses, the
first on an island near Mingan, the second on an island near
Three Rivers, and the third, the largest of all, thirty-five
feet high, at St Croix, near Quebec, on May 3, 1536.

On this and on many other occasions Cartier un-
obtrusively, but with genuine fervour, allows the depth of
his religious convictions to appear. From the fact that he
sometimes speaks of ‘hearing Mass’ (‘aprés avoir oui la
mess2 ') and twice actually mentions his ordering mass to
be said,? many Canadian historians have inferred that he
had with him at least one priest ; but the internal evidence
of his entire narrative proves quite clearly that he had no
priest with him at any time during his three voyages. As
to the first voyage the negative argument of silence is very
strong. Had a priest been present when he planted the first

! Les Tvois Voyages de Jacques Quartier au Canada, forming the first part of
Voyages de Découverte au Canada entre les anndes 1534 et 1542 . . . publiés sous
la direction de la Société Littéraire et Historique de Québec. Imprimé a Québec
chez William Cowan et Fils, 1843.

3 Nous . . . fimes dire la messe, p. 6; Notre Capitaine ordonna que le
dimanche ensuivant ’on diroit au dit lieu la messe, p. 57-

879
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cross on the Gaspesian shore, he, who is so careful about
relevant details, would assuredly have mentioned the well-
known function of the priest in the ceremony of blessing and
erecting a cross. He writes, with manifest regret, that he was
merely a forerunner of future missionaries: ‘We became
aware that this nation could easily be converted to our
faith.’

Cartier’s account of his second voyage turns this negative
argument into a positive one, which is absolutely unanswer-
able. He explained to the natives, ‘among many other
articles of our faith,” that there is but one God, Creator of
all things, and that baptism is necessary for salvation.
Donnacona, the ruler of Canada, and all the people of Stada-
cona thereupon came to ask for baptism ; but Cartier, not
knowing how far their intention was pure and their fortitude
sufficient, and ¢ there being no one that could instruct them
properly in the Faith,” told them that, in a subsequent
voyage, he would bring with him priests who would baptize
them. Evidently, therefore, at that time he had none with
him. After so solemn a promise, which he expressly says,
‘made them very joyful,’ he would surely have chronicled
its fulfilment, had he been able to compass it, in the narra-
tive of his third voyage. And yet nowhere does he mention
it, although he notes that the Sieur de Roberval, whom
King Francis 1 had appointed governor ‘in the countries
of Canada and Hochelaga,” reviewed ‘all the gentlemen,
soldiers and sailors who had been retained and chosen for
the enterprise of this [third] voyage.” In this enumeration
he would not have omitted priests, had there been any with
him.

Granting this conclusion, how can we account for those
phrases about ‘ hearing Mass ' and ‘ having it said ’ ? Simply
- by the habit pious Catholics commonly had in those days,
and occasionally have even in our own, of getting a lay person
to read before the assembled family or friends, the liturgical
text of the mass, when both priest and church are out of
reach on a Sunday or holy day. This is the explanation
offered by the editor of the Voyages de Découverte au Canada.
He looks upon it as ‘ certain that no ecclesiastic accompanied
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Quartier ! either in this first voyage or in the others which
he subsequently made to Canada.’” However, Jacques
Cartier was instrumental in converting Donnacona and ten
other natives, whom he carried with him on his return to
France at the end of the second voyage. After a long
sojourn in Brittany, during which they were duly instructed,
they all asked for and received baptism and died in that
country.

Although we read of many French traders visiting the
Gulf of St Lawrence and Tadoussac in quest of furs and fish,
during some seventy years after Cartier’s last voyage, we
do not come upon any account of an organized attempt at
evangelization till 1604, when Pierre du Guast, Sieur de
Monts, accompanied by Samuel Champlain and the Baron
de Poutrincourt, took with him, on his first expedition to
Acadia, a priest named Nicolas Aubry. That de Monts, a
Huguenot, brought at least one priest and a Protestant
minister, was due to the insistence of Henry 1v, King of
France, who stipulated, as an essential condition of the
privileges he was granting to de Monts, that the Indians
must be evangelized. In so doing His Majesty was simply
following the example of his predecessor, Francis 1, who, in
his letters patent to Jacques Cartier, declared that he wished
to be the propagator of Christianity in North America. This
first effort, during the French régime, to convert the natives
presented to them the sad spectacle of a divided Christianity
and met with no success. Abbé Aubry returned to France
in the following year. The other priest and the minister
died in Acadia during the winter of 1605-6. Abbé Aubry,
while he remained on the island of St Croix, no doubt said
mass and held other religious services in the chapel indicated
in Champlain's plan of that island.

The next Catholic priest to visit Acadia was Abbé Fléché,
who came over with Poutrincourt’s expedition in 16710,
Poutrincourt, governor of Port Royal, a Catholic, to whom

1 This spelling, archaic though it seems and common among writers of the
seventeenth century, is incorrect. The great discoverer’s signature, still extant,
is ‘Cartier.” See MSS. of Father Martin, S.]J., Archives ot St Mary’s College,
Montreal.
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de Monts, obliged to remain in Paris after his hasty return
thither in 1605, had ceded Port Royal Bay and the surround-
ing country, was most anxious, in order to please the king,
to hasten the baptism of as many Indians as possible, and
thus prove to His Majesty, who had wished him to take as
missionaries priests of the Society of Jesus, that the Jesuits
were not needed in Acadia. Accordingly, seeing that Abbé
Fléché did not knaw a word of the Indian language, Poutrin-
court charged his son, Charles de Biencourt, who had learnt
enough for daily intercourse and trade with the natives, to
instruct the chief, Membertou, and his family, so that they
might be baptized. This great chief of the Micmac or
Souriquois tribe was over one hundred years of age, and was
renowned for bravery, physical strength and diplomatic
skill. He had proved his trustworthiness by carefully
preserving from depredation, during three years, the buildings
and furniture which Poutrincourt had confided to him as a
sacred trust when he had to leave Acadia in 1607 for France,
to plead for the interests of the colony, jeopardized by the
withdrawal of the original monopoly of trade. Membertou,
therefore, was an ideal catechumen. Unfortunately, the
catechist was deplorably deficient. De Biencourt could find
in his scant Indian vocabulary no words but those that
express material things, no terms for abstract notions such
as abound in the teachings of Christianity. In his instruc-
tions he omitted all mention of the duties of a Christian ;
he was especially careful to avoid blaming the Micmac
taste for polygamy. Apparently these shortcomings of the
catechist, which became notorious later on, were then un-
known to Abbé Fléché. Relying upon de Biencourt’s
plausible report of his success in enlightening the Micmac
catechumens during three weeks’ instruction, he solemnly
baptized Membertou and twenty other Indians on the
occasion of the feast of St John the Baptist, June 24, 1610.
De Biencourt, delighted with this achievement, departed for
France on July 8, taking with him a list of the twenty-ane
neophytes.

Meanwhile Marc Lescarbot, whose purpose was to praise
Poutrincourt and all his works, wrote a monograph lauding
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this wholesale conversion. Lescarbot, who was so various
and versatile a genius that one historian calls him a * good
Catholic,” another ‘a Huguenot,” a third ‘a Huguenot at
heart, though nominally a Catholic,’ had come, through
curiosity and love of novelty, to assist in founding the colony.
He was really of great service to Poutrincourt, whose
panegyrist he afterwards became. As the Abbé Aubry had
returned to France, and there was no longer any priest at
Port Royal, Lescarbot promptly blossomed forth, during the
long winter of 1606-7, as a song-writer, a catechist and a
lay-preacher. After his return to France in the summer of
1607, he wrote his Histoire de la Nouvelle-France, wherein
he relates his doings with no little dash and self-complacency.
Such was the man who now ventured not only to approve
and applaud as ‘masterpieces of Christian piety’ these
disgracefully hurried baptisms which the Paris Sorbonne
condemned as ‘ profanations,” but to take occasion therefrom,
while extolling Poutrincourt’s zeal for the glory of God,
to belittle the bishops and the nobility for not having done
as much for the heathen.

The arrival of the Jesuit Fathers Biard and Massé at
Port Royal on the feast of Pentecost, May 22, 1611, dispelled
all these illusions. The two missionaries, who had read
Lescarbot’s brochure on the conversion of the Micmacs,
expected to find a fervent group of neophytes, sufficiently
instructed in the principal doctrines of the faith. Instead
they found unconverted savages, with all the heathen vices.
When these heroes of the Lescarbot high comedy were asked
if they were indeed Christians, they said they did not know
what the word meant. The question being changed to
“Are you baptized ?’ they replied in the affirmative, and
added that they were almost Normans, the name they
generally gave to all the French. These supposed converts
could not even make the sign of the Cross ; they had not the
slightest idea of Qur Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, nor of
the church, the creed, the commandments, prayer and the
sacraments ; on receiving baptism they had not been told of
the obligations it imposed. One day Father Biard asked
the Sagamore or Chief of St John River, one of the baptized
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Indians, how many wives he had. ‘Eight,” he answered
proudly, pointing to seven of them there present. A Souri-
quois in search of several wives spoke about it to the father
as if polygamy were the most natural thing in the world.
‘But,” said the missionary, ‘you are a Christian; what
you speak of is forbidden ; you can have only one wife.’
‘ Oh, that’s all right for you Normans,’ replied the savage.

Evidently the work of evangelizing these baptized
heathens had to be begun all over again. Membertou was
the only one that seemed to have some inkling of the Faith.
He longed to understand the religion he now professed. He
used often to say to Father Biard : ‘ Make haste to learn
our language; then you can instruct me, and I will become a
preacher like you.” Even before his baptism he was an
exception to all the other sagamores in that he never had more
than one wife living.

Of course the first step was to learn the language. De
Biencourt could teach the missionaries what he knew, and
that was enough to reveal the disheartening fact that the
Micmacs, being absolutely ignorant of any social organization
and of the complexity of civilized life, and utter strangers to
the intellectual and spiritual world, to the realm of the ideal,
the infinite, the supernatural and the divine, had no terms
to express such things. Consequently, there was not only
a new language to master, but also another new language
to create. We have dwelt at some length on this episode
because it is typical of the tremendous linguistic difficulties
with which the first missionaries in Canada had to grapple.
They had first to learn all the words the Indians could teach
them, and then arrange these words into new combinations,
so as to suggest moral and religious ideas. Father Massé
went to live among the Indians, in the tent of Louis Mem-
bertou, eldest son of the centenarian sagamore, and very
nearly died of hardship. Father Biard, who remained at
Port Royal, chose as his teacher an intelligent young native.
In order to win the favour of this savage and thus extract
from him the resources of the Micmac tongue, he made
himself the fellow’s servant, literally a hewer of wood and a
drawer of water. Before questioning the Indian, Father
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Biard would tempt him with a full dish of meat. In spite
of all his efforts, the impatience of the Micmac would break
out; he would get up and walk away in disgust. When
Father Biard asked him how to express such notions as
faith, hope, grace, sacrament, mystery, virtue, and sin,
the cunning Indian, either because he was unable to find
equivalents, or through devilment, taught him indecent
expressions, which the simple missionary would afterwards
innocently repeat to others. However, neither Massé nor
Biard was discouraged. By energetic effort and perseverance
they created an ecclesiastical vocabulary, intelligible to the
Indians, and composed, towards the end of 1612, a small
Micmac catechism.

Their ministrations were not altogether fruitless. They
baptized seventeen children and some adults in danger of
death. Moreover, they succeeded in winning the confidence
of the Indians. Father Biard writes: °‘The Souriquois
trust us so fully that we live among them with less fear
than we should experience in Paris. For, in Paris, we should
not dare to sleep without carefully locking our door ; here
we shut it only against the wind and sleep none the less
securely. At first they shunned and feared us; now they
desire our company.” Membertou was dying. The two
fathers nursed him, instructed him in the truths necessary
for salvation, reconciled him to God, and administered
Extreme Unction. They had the supreme consolation of
seeing him meet his end in the strong faith and trust of a true
Christian, after giving up his most cherished superstitions
and exhorting the members of his family present at his
deathbed to pray for his soul and to live always in peace
with the French.

The missionaries, now sufficiently familiar with the Indian
language, were about to labour more effectually for the con-
version of the whole tribe, when all their plans were upset
by de Biencourt’s baseless prejudices against the Jesuits.
A report of his behaviour towards them having reached the
Marchioness de Guercheville, a wealthy French lady, zealous
for the conversion of the Indians, she bought out all the
Baron de Poutrincourt’s Acadian possessions, except Port
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Royal, and determined, perhaps unwisely, to found another
colony. She obtained from the Queen Regent a charter
allowing the Jesuits of Port Royal to leave that place without
the governor’s permission and settle wherever they chose.
De la Saussaye, captain of the vessel that brought this news,
together with a third Jesuit missionary, Father James
Quentin, reached Port Royal on March 12, 1613, took on
board the two other missionaries and landed them and all
his crew and stores on Mount Desert Island, near the mouth
of the Penobscot. This river flowed through the country of
the Etchemins, neighbours and allies of the Micmacs. Thence
it would be easy enough to evangelize the Abnakis. The
new settlement, which seemed full of promise, was named
St Sauveur.

While the Jesuits were building a chapel, Samuel Argall—
in whom Bancroft notes ‘ indiscriminate rapacity and vices,’
with ¢ capricious passions against which life itself was in-
secure '—commanding an English ship of fourteen guns and
a crew of sixty fighting men, succeeded, by what Parkman
calls ‘ an obscure stroke of lawless violence,” in carrying off
Fathers Biard and Quentin. During the Virginians’ attack
Father Massé and fourteen other Frenchmen managed to
escape to Port Mouton, whence they were carried on
Breton ships to France. Later on, Argall, who had sailed
back with his prisoners and booty to Virginia, returned with
three vessels, looted St Croix and Port Royal, and burned
whatever he could not carry away. The ship on which were
Fathers Biard and Quentin, though destined for Jamestown,
Virginia, was driven by adverse winds to the Azores. The
captain, Turnel, being insufficiently provisioned at Fayal for
a voyage across the Atlantic, made for England. There
Turnel, who was a very different man from Argall, having
learned to appreciate, from long experience in the most
varied and adverse circumstances, the calm courage, the
charity and sincerity of the two Jesuits, recommended them
so highly that the British government had them escorted,
with every mark of respect, to France. Thus did national
rivalry put an end to the first effort at evangelizing the
natives of New France.
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I
THE RECOLLETS

IRECTLY after founding Quebec in 1608, Champlain,
when urging, in opposition to de Monts, its retention
as chief post of the colony, had represented as his

principal reason the advantages which this post would offer
for the conversion of the heathen; yet he confesses that,
after many years of effort, he ‘had made but very little
progress towards that end, because he had not been assisted,
as he ought to have been, in such an enterprise.” Pro-
videntially, however, in 1615, his search after much-needed
help was rewarded by meeting the Sieur Hoiiel, secretary of
the king, and general controller of the Brouage salt-works,
a man of great piety and zeal, who not only approved his
project, but persuaded the Récollet friars to undertake the
Canadian mission.

Accordingly Fathers Denis Jamay, who was commissary
or superior, Jean d’'Olbeau, Joseph le Caron and Brother
Pacificus du Plessis, having received letters patent from
Louis x11 highly commending their apostolic enterprise,
set sail from Honfleur on April 24, 1615, and arrived at
Tadoussac on the 25th of the fellowing month. After two
days’ sojourn, during which sail-boats were prepared, Father
Jamay sent Father d’Olbeau ahead to Quebec. The latter
arrived there with Champlain on June 2, and they im-
mediately set to work to build a chapel. The three other
Récollets left Tadoussac about June 1. Father Joseph le
Caron, who apparently had journeyed in a separate boat,
passed Quebec without stopping there, before the arrival of
Father Jamay and Brother Pacificus, and went on up the
river to Sault St Louis. There, having made acquaintance
with the Indians and their manner of life, he determined to
spend the winter with them in order to learn their language
and to evangelize them. He then journeyed back to Quebec
to make preparations for his sojourn among the savages.
Meanwhile Champlain, having spent five or six days at
Quebec, embarked, on or about June 8, with Father Jamay
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for Sault St Louis. On the Rivitre des Prairies, five leagues
below the Sault, he met Father le Caron returning to Quebec,
and tried to dissuade him from braving the terrible hardships
of a winter with the Indians in the wilderness. But the
fervent missionary, alleging that it was his vocation to suffer
poverty and pain, persisted in his purpose, and reached Quebec
on June 20. Promptly getting together vestments, sacred
vessels, and other necessaries for the winter campaign, he
resumed his westward journey. On the Riviére des Prairies,
near the eastern extremity of the Island of Montreal, he
again met Champlain, who was returning to Quebec after
a conference with the natives of Sault St Louis.

There, on June 24, 1615, the feast of St John the Baptist,
who was afterwards chosen as the special patron of Canada,
the first mass ever celebrated in the province of Quebec
was sung by Fathers Jamay and Le Caron in the presence
of many Indians. Father d’Olbeau, who said mass at
Quebec on the following day, affirmed that his was the first
mass offered up in New France, but he was not then aware
of Father le Caron’s service on the Riviére des Prairies.
The Mémoire des Récollets of 1637 distinctly states that the
first mass was ‘celebrated at Rivitre des Prairies and the
second at Quebec.’

True to his apostolic resolution Father le Caron joined
some Hurons going back to their country after trading with
the whites, and spent the winter in one of their camps.
Father John d’Olbeau set out on December 2 to winter
among the Montagnais in the neighbourhood of Tadoussac.
The superior, Father Denis Jamay, remained in Quebec in
order to minister to the French Catholics and to have an eye
on Three Rivers, where Father le Caron, before his departure
with the Indians, had, with the assistance of some Frenchmen
and natives whom he found there, built a chapel, and said
mass on July 26 of the same year. All three missionaries
were doing their best to found settlements at the trading
posts of Quebec, Three Rivers and Tadoussac, hoping to
persuade the Indians to give up their wanderings, settle
down in fixed places and apply themselves to the tillage of
the soil. Their plan was to get virtuous Catholics to colonize
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these places and by their good example to assist the mission-
aries in a practical way in inducing the Indians to embrace
the faith. But this praiseworthy design was constantly
thwarted by the Merchant Company, which feared that the
domesticated Indians would no longer hunt furs for its own
profit. Most of the influential members of the company,
being Huguenots, were openly hostile to the missionaries.
Indeed, one of the chief traders, though professing to be a
Catholic, declared that, if the fathers tried to make the
Indians sedentary, the company would drive them out by
force.

Realizing that the only hope lay in the children of the
Indians, the Tadoussac missionary opened a school, the first
in the country, in his own house. Some of the Indian lads
he thus lodged and fed were fast becoming civilized and had
already learned to read and write fairly well, when a request
he made for assistance was refused by the company, which
maintained that it was spending quite enough in supporting
the missionaries. As the missionary could not feed his
pupils, he had to give up his undertaking as the pioneer
schoolmaster of Canada.

The Merchant Company went so far as to forbid its
French interpreters to teach the Récollets the rudiments of
the native languages used by these employees in their inter-
course with the Indians. In spite of Champlain’s remon-
strances, nothing was done for the colonists or the natives.
The company discouraged colonization lest it might hinder
the fur trade. In 1617, nine years after its founding, Quebec,
numbered only fifty or sixty French inhabitants. In 1620
there were still no more than sixty, including men, women,
children, friars, and their ten workmen. In order the more
effectually to prevent any permanent growth of the settlement
the company forbade the clearing and tilling of the soil, and
sent to France for provisions, which were frequently so meagre
as to reduce the people to the verge of starvation.

The Récollets, witnessing these wretched conditions, and
fully realizing that the establishment of the Catholic religion
in New France had been entrusted to them, and that the
company, which had received orders to assist in this great
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work, was impeding it in every way, felt it their duty to
report to the home government. Accordingly, Fathers
Jamay, Le Caron and d’Olbeau in turn visited France and
protested. Unfortunately, just at that time the French
court was more excited by the Révolte des Seigneurs than by
the dastardly avarice of the Merchant Company. Still more
unfortunately, the Prince de Condé, who succeeded his late
uncle as governor of New France, had just been arrested and
imprisoned in the Bastille, and Marshal de Thémines, who
was acting governor, ‘was engrossed in the emoluments of
his office. And when Condé, released from the Bastille
in 1619, resumed his governorship, he straightway sold the
vice-regal office to the young Duke of Montmorency for
eleven thousand crowns.

Montmorency, as fond of pleasure as of honour, would
have preferred to hear nothing of the sad state of affairs in
Canada, but he was forced to listen to the complaints that
came to him from all sides. Seeing that the company kept
none of its promises, cared for nothing but profits, and
hearkened to no reproofs, he founded a new merchant
company, at the head of which he placed two Huguenots,
Guillaume and Emery de Caen, uncle and nephew. The
two societies, after some quarrels and lawsuits, amalgamated
under the title of ‘Compagnie de Montmorency.” This
company, which at first seemed desirous of avoiding the
blunders of its predecessor, soon manifested not only its
indifference but its hostility to the colonizing of the country.
Benjamin Sulte, in his Histoire des Canadiens-Frangais,
says : ‘ Moreover, the interested parties or traders quarrelled
among themselves under the pretext that they were either
Catholics or Huguenots, another obstacle to the propagation
of the Gospel. Except Champlain and the Récollets, no
one saw or wished to see the real situation. The Indians
were far from edified, and the colony suffered more than
could be told.’

Meanwhile Father Jamay, superior of the Canadian
missions, and Father Paul Huet, who had first come to
Canada in 1617 and was now in France on business connected
with the missions, obtained permission to construct at Quebec
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a regular friary of the Franciscan order. Ecclesiastics and
laymen contributed several thousand francs to this under-
taking. Hitherto there had been only one priest residing
at Quebec, and he could hardly conduct alone the daily
canonical chant. It was therefore deemed advisable to send
to Canada another priest, Father Guillaume Poulain, who,
with Father Huet, three donnés (voluntary unpaid assistants)
and two wage-earning workmen, reached Quebec in June
1619. The joy of their safe arrival was marred by the death,
a couple of months later, of Brother Pacificus du Plessis.
Albeit a mere lay brother, not in holy orders, Pacificus had
saved the colony from complete destruction, when, in 1617,
while engaged in teaching Indian children and a few French
settlers at Three Rivers, he was warned by a friendly Indian,
named Lafori¢re, that a great council of eight hundred
Indians, held in the neighbourhood, had decided to surprise
and kill all the French at Quebec. Brother Pacificus promptly
sent a messenger to Quebec, and influenced Laforiere to
persuade his people to give up their sanguinary project.
Besides this providential information, due to the good
brother’s kindness, simplicity and zeal, which had won the
sympathy of Lafori¢re, Brother Pacificus had done real
missionary work in baptizing infants at the point of death
and instructing adult Indians and French colonists.

The foundation-stone of the friary, situated about a
mile and a half from the fort of Quebec, was laid on June 3,
1620. A few days later, at the beginning of July, Champlain,
who had remained two years in France working on behalf of
the colony, returned to Quebec, accompanied this time by
his wife, Héléne Boullé. Madame Champlain, then only
twenty-two years of age, won the esteem and affection of the
French and the Indians by her beauty and her kindness.
She learned the Algonquin language and taught catechism
to the Indian children.

Champlain, whom Mantmorency had appointed his
lieutenant-general in New France, brought with him three
Récollets : Brother Bonaventure, Father Denis Jamay,
returning as superior, and Father George le Baillif, a man
of noble lineage and great personal worth, highly esteemed
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by Louis xm1. Montmorency, Villemenon, the intendant-
general of marine, and Dolu, the intendant of New France,
advised Champlain to undertake nothing important without
consulting Father le Baillif, and assured the lieutenant-
general that whatever he did with his approval would also
receive theirs.

As the superior of the Récollets had brought skilled
workmen, the friary was soon made ready to receive the
religious brethren as well as Indian school-boys. The friary
chapel was blessed on May 25, 1621. The little chapel built
in 1615 near the company’s store, was thenceforth used as
the parish church, and in it solemn functions were held on
Sundays and holy days.

As the company refused to teach agriculture to the
Indians, the Récollets secured a grant of two hundred acres
adjacent to their friary and persuaded three or four native
families to settle there. So inextensive, however, was their
husbandry that in 1626 they had only two or three acres
raising Indian corn. Champlain wished to see large numbers
of Indians adopt this sedentary life, learn farming and live
among the French. He held, with the Récollets, that this
was the surest way to prepare them for baptism and to make
them friendly to the French, who might employ them with
great advantage on exploring expeditions. Soon after his
return from France, he singled out Miristou, a Montagnais
who wished to be chief, and promised that he would have
him elected, provided he and his thirty companions settled
near Quebec and tilled the soil. They all agreed to the
proposal, thanks to Miristou’s influence, and began to
cultivate seven acres of land near La Canardiére on the north
bank of the St Charles River. Champlain then fulfilled
his part of the contract and got Miristou elected to the chief-
ship in spite of strong opposition from rival applicants.
The lieutenant-general hoped that the Indians, when once
domiciled near the French, would send their children to the
priests for instruction, and would themselves gradually be
drawn to the faith.

But the clerks and other employees turned against
Champlain on account of his having been instrumental in
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the formation of the new company and of his measures for
the establishment of order, justice and public safety, and
more especially because he had set to work to build a fort.
They murmured against him and thwarted all his plans.
Vain was his effort to convince them that the fort was a
necessity for the defence of the infant colony against Indians
and pirates from neighbouring American settlements of
hostile Europeans. The malcontents feared that the fort
would enforce the law upon themselves. It was only by
dint of patience and perseverance that he succeeded in
erecting what afterwards was called ‘Le Chateau St
Louis,” for many years the headquarters of French power
on the American continent.

In 1617 Champlain had persuaded Louis Hébert, a native
of Paris, to come out to Canada with his whole family.
This was fortunate for the colony, since Hébert, who was by
profession an apothecary, had already been in Acadia with
Poutrincourt and had shown taste and skill in agriculture.
His was the first family that settled in Canada, and his
descendants multiplied so widely that there are now few of
the older French Canadian families that cannot trace their
descent from Louis Hébert. His eldest daughter, Anne,
was married that same year by Father le Caron to Etienne
Jonquest, a native of Normandy. This was the first marriage
in New France. Unfortunately the wife died in child-
birth. In 1621 Hébert's second daughter, Guillemette,
was married to Guillaume Couillard, a carpenter employed
by the company. In October of the same year the first
baptism recorded in Canada, that of Eustace Martin, son of
Abraham Martin and Marie Langlois, was entered in the
register of Notre Dame de Québec. It was this Abraham
Martin, whose descendants also were very numerous, who
gave his name to the historic Plains on which the fate of
New France was decided in 1759.

The company had consented to support six missionaries,
but as this number was not enough for the distant missions
and for the settlement at Quebec, the Récollets obtained
permission to bring over, at the company's expense, which
in this case was slight, the three zealous young laymen whose

VOL. 11 F



304 THE CHURCH AND THE COLONY

arrival in 1619 has already been mentioned. These donnés
were of great assistance in humanizing and catechizing the
Indians. One of them, Pierre Langoisseux, a native of
Rouen, after three years spent in instructing the Indians at
Three Rivers, and after repeated entreaties on his part, was
admitted as a novice of the Récollet Order, and received the
habit of St Francis in the Church of Notre Dame des Anges
in September 1622, under the name of Brother Charles.
This ceremony, which took place in the presence of Champlain,
all the colonists, and a crowd of Indians, impressed some of
the French mothers so much that they insisted upon three
of their children being clothed in the habit of the Third
Order. Many of the squaws longed for the same favour,
but were refused, as their children had first to be instructed
and baptized. Further, the Récollets were so poor that
they could receive but very few Indian children into their
seminary. They deplored the fact that the fewness of
these boy catechumens was due to the poverty of the colony,
which was in turn due to the penuriousness of the company,
which was making enormous profits with its furs bought
for a song and sold in France at exorbitant prices.

In striking contrast with this heartless avarice was the
heroism of the Récollet missionaries. A glimpse at some
of their experiences will help the reader to realize, in the case
of all subsequent missionaries to the Indians of Canada,
what sort of life they led.

When Father d’Olbeau first went to Tadoussac he spent
part of the winter trying to follow the roving Indians to
their frozen hunting-grounds. He was not robust, and his
eyes were weak. Living in a wigwam of birch bark, full
of dogs, fleas, stench, and dirt, he succumbed at length to
the smoke, which almost blinded him, forcing him to remain
for several days with his eyes shut. Finally, to save his
sight, without which he could not continue his apostleship,
he returned to Quebec. But at the very opening of spring
he set forth into the north on a journey so extended that it
brought him into contact with outlying bands of Eskimos.

Father le Caron, while his brethren were building the
friary at Quebec, hastened to join a large band of Indians
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who were ascending the Ottawa River. He wrote to a
friend :

It would be hard to tell you how tired I was with
paddling all day, with all my strength, among the
Indians ; wading the rivers a hundred times and more,
through the mud and over the sharp rocks that cut my
feet ; carrying the canoce and luggage through the
woods to avoid the rapids and frightful cataracts ; and
half starved all the while, for we had nothing to eat but
a little sagamite, a sort of porridge of water and pounded
maize, of which they gave us a very small allowance
every morning and night. But I must needs tell you
what abundant consclation I found wunder all my
troubles ; for when one sees so many heathens needing
nothing but a drop of water to make them children of
God, one feels an inexpressible ardour to labour for
1their conversion, and sacrifice to it one's repose and
ife.l

Another Récollet, Brother Gabriel Sagard, who wrote the
Histoire du Canada et Voyages des Peres Récollects en la
Nouwvelle-France, followed the same route in similar company
a few years later, and reckons from eighty to a hundred
waterfalls and rapids in the course of the journey. The
task of avoiding them by pushing through the woods was
the harder for him because he went barefoot ‘in imitation
of our Seraphic father, St Francis.” ‘We often came upon
rocks, mudholes, and fallen trees, which we had to scramble
over, and sometimes we must force our way with head and
hands through dense woods and thickets, without road or
path. When the time came my Indians looked for a good
place to pass the night. Some went for dry wood, others
for seven or eight poles to hold up the hut; others kindled
a fire, and hung the kettle to a stick stuck in the ground ;
and others looked for two flat stones to bruise the Indian
corn, of which they made sagamite.” Owing to the exceeding
filthiness of the cookery, this scanty fare was repulsive to
him. But he had to disguise his feelings. ‘One must
always keep a smiling, modest, contented face, and now and

! Parkman’s translation, from Le Clercq’s Etablissement de la Foy, in Pioneers
of France in the New World, revised edition, 1885, p. 401.
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then sing hymns, both for his own consolation and to please
and edify the savages, who take a singular pleasure in hearing
us sing the praises of God, rather than worldly songs, to
which I have sometimes seen them object.’

His waorst trial was the flies and mosquitoes. ‘If I had not
kept my face wrapped in a loosely woven cloth, I am almost
sure they would have blinded me, so pestiferous and poisonous
are the bites of these little demons. They make one look
like a leper, hideous to the sight. I confess that this is the
worst martyrdom I suffered in this country ; hunger, thirst,
weariness and fever are nothing to it. These little beasts
not only persecute you all day, but at night they get into
your eyes and mouth, crawl under your clothes, or drive
their long stings through them, and make such a noise that
it often distracts your attention, and prevents you from
praying to God, reading, writing and performing your other
duties in peace.” He counts up three or four kinds of them,
and adds that in the Montagnais country there is still another
kind, so small that they can hardly be seen, but which * bite
like devils’ imps.’

This Brother Sagard, who came to Canada in 1623, is
one of the best chroniclers of this period. He dwells frankly
on the difficulties of evangelization and on the little fruit
of the labours of his brethren among tribes always seeking
revenge upon their foes. Nevertheless, the intervention of
the Récollet Fathers helped to bring about the general truce
proclaimed at Three Rivers between French, Iroquois,
Algonquins and Hurons. The hatchet this time was not
buried, but hurled into the river, and several Indians made
up their minds to settle down near Quebec in order to be
instructed in the Catholic faith. It was a forecast of this
soul-harvest about to be garnered that determined the
Récollets, devoid as they were of resources and too few in
number, to invite the Jesuits to help them in christianizing
the Indians.

Ferland, in his Cours d’Histoire du Canada, says that the
Récollets at first endeavoured to civilize the Indians and
thus prepare them for Christianity, but that they afterwards
learnt from experience that these children of the forest,
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accustomed to absolute liberty of action, could never bear
the yoke of regular, civilized life, and that their conversion
would have to be indefinitely postponed if they must first
become Frenchmen before they became Christians. Ferland
adds that the prolonged experience of more than two hundred
years—he wrote in 1861—has confirmed the second and
wiser judgment of the Récollets. There are, he says, in
different parts of Canada many excellent Catholic Indians
for whom a roving life of hunting and fishing is no obstacle
to faith and virtue.

11
THE JESUITS

HE Récollet Father, Irenzus Piat, who had come to
Canada in 1622, sailed for France in 1624 with
Brother Sagard to present a formal invitation to the

Society of Jesus to send missionaries to New France. As the
Jesuits gladly accepted this offer, the project was submitted
to Henri de Lévis, Duc de Ventadour, who had succeeded
his uncle the Duke of Montmorency as viceroy of Canada.
De Ventadour, who was full of zeal for the conversion of the
Indians, not only approved of this Jesuit mission but obtained
the king’s consent to it, and intimated to the officers of the
company at Quebec that they must obey the king's behest,
whether they liked it or not.

Many of these officers, being Huguenots, were decidedly
opposed to this arrangement. They had tolerated the
Récollets, but they feared that the Jesuits, who had influential
friends at court, might carry their complaints of the company’s
conduct to the foot of the throne. We have seen how much
reason they had to dread a royal commission of inquiry.
But they had to yield to the orders of the viceroy, who himself
defrayed the expenses for the voyage of the Jesuit Fathers,
Charles Lalemant, superior, Ennemond Massé and Jean de
Brébeuf, and of two lay brothers, Francois Charton and
Gilbert Buret. On April 24, 1625, the five Jesuits embarked
at Dieppe on Guillaume de Caen’s ship, with the Récollet
Father, Joseph de la Roche d’Aillon.
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When the Jesuits landed at Quebec on June 15 they were
told to go back to France. Slanderous pamphlets against
their order had been so sedulously circulated that Catholics
as well as Huguenots refused to receive them. In the absence
of Champlain, who was in Paris busy with the colony’s affairs,
Emery de Caen, who replaced him for the time being, declared
to the Jesuits that there was no room for them either in the
habitation, or in the fort, and that, moreover, he had no orders
from the viceroy.

In this sore plight the Récollets came nobly to the rescue.
Hearing that the Jesuits were so badly treated, they boarded
the ship in a row-boat, welcomed them with the greatest kind-
ness, and gladly gave up to their exclusive use half their
friary and adjacent land. Thus did the sons of St Francis
and St Ignatius dwell together for many months under the
same roof. Nor did the Society of Jesus ever forget the debt
they owed to these devoted friends for their aid in an hour
of dire distress.

The Jesuits immediately chose a site, as yet unoccupied,
near the property of the Récollets, and wrote to the viceroy,
who ceded to them, on March 10, 1626, all the land between
the Beauport River and ‘le ruisseau Saint-Michel.” On
August 1 of the same year they began to cut down the trees
and dig the soil. With the help of twenty carpenters and
labourers, whom Fathers Noyrot and de Noué had brought
to Quebec, on July 14, 1626, they continued their clearing
and tillage, and built a house for themselves near the conflu-
ence of the Lairet and St Charles Rivers.

These beginnings were, no doubt, encouraging. But the
Jesuits, though highly esteemed by the Catholic settlers now
that they were known not from lying reports but from actual
intercourse, soon realized that a colony founded for the
spread of the Catholic religion could never prosper so long as
it was at the mercy of a company managed by Calvinists
seeking nothing but commercial gain. Accordingly, Father
Lalemant, who had been studying the situation during the
thirteen months he had been in the country, sent Father
Noyrot back to France with instructions to lay the whole
matter before the viceroy. Noyrot, finding that neither the
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viceroy nor even the king himself was brave enough to cut
the Gordian knot, appealed to the power behind the throne,
Cardinal de Richelieu, who was then at the height of his fame.
The great minister, at the very moment when he was straining
every nerve to stop the inroads of Calvinism in France, could
not brook its monopoly in a Catholic colony. He therefore
immediately resolved to suppress the Montmorency company
for its failure to fulfil its engagements, and to set up in its
stead an exclusively Catholic company strong enough to give
life and importance to the colony, and zealous enough to
further the conversion of the Indians. On April 29, 1627,
he signed the decisive document establishing the  Compagnie
des Cent Associés (Company of One Hundred Associates).
To make sure that the associates would do their duty, he put
himself at their head in place of the Duc de Ventadour.

By the terms of this document the king bestowed upon
the company Canada and Florida, and granted to it a
monopoly of the fur trade on condition that the company
should send out to Canada none but French Catholics. It
should send out, in 1628, two or three hundred, and as many
as four thousand in the course of the following fifteen years.
It should lodge, feed and support these colonists during
three years, after which it should either distribute among
them cleared lands and seed-grain or give them other means of
subsistence. During fifteen years it should also defray the
expenses of public worship and support three priests. All
converted savages were ta be treated as naturalized French
subjects.

Organized under such favourable auspices, the new
company bid fair to make Canada a prosperous colony. At
the outset the associates showed great zeal. In 1628 they
equipped four vessels, commanded by the Sieur de Roque-
mont, one of the associates. Another ship, freighted by
Father Noyrot for the needs of his-order, joined the little
fleet, which set sail from Dieppe on May 3. Father Noyrot
was accompanied by two lay brothers, while Fathers Lalemant
and Ragueneau, the latter a new Jesuit missionary, were on
one of the company’s ships. They started with great hopes
not only of revictualling the half-starved colonists at Quebec
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but of inaugurating an era of great prosperity. These ships
with their much needed cargo never reached Quebec.

David Kirke, who, though born at Dieppe of a French
mother, had for father Gervase Kirke, a merchant of London,
who went at an early age to the metropolis from Greenhill in
Derbyshire, was, contrary to the common opinion, not a
Huguenot, but, in his later life at least, a staunch adherent of
the Church of England and a great admirer of Archbishop
Laud. These family details, brought to light by Henry
Kirke in The First English Conquest of Canada, vindicate
David from the charge of treachery ta France, since his
allegiance seems to have been by blood a divided one. He
was placed by Sir William Alexander, a favourite of James 1
and of his son Charles 1, in command of a small but well-
equipped fleet of three ships, commissioned by the king of
England to capture and destroy any French ships they might
encounter and to uproot the French settlements in Nova
Scotia and New France. Before leaving England in the
spring of 1627, Captain Kirke had heard rumours, which
turned out to be greatly exaggerated, of the fleet fitting out
in France to establish the new company in Canada, and
waited some time on the shore of Newfoundland in hope of
receiving fuller information. At length, tired of waiting in
vain, early in July 1628, he made a dash up the River St
Lawrence, burned Tadoussac and the farm buildings at Cap
Tourmente, and, anchoring a few miles below Quebec, sent a
ship’s boat to Champlain with the message, ‘ Surrender the
Habitation, for, with God’s help, I must have it sooner or
later.” Champlain replied : ‘Tell your master that if he
wants to get a closer view of us, he should come nearer and
not threaten us from so far.” Kirke, thinking that Champlain
could really defend himself, withdrew. ‘And yet,’ says the
brave old chieftain, ‘ each man was reduced to seven ounces
of peas a day, and we had only fifty pounds of gunpowder ;
but there is no harm in putting a good face on things.’

David Kirke then resolved to intercept and capture de
Roquemont's richly provisioned fleet known to be then on its
way to Quebec. De Roquemont, warned by friendly Indians
of the havoc wrought by Kirke at Tadoussac, tried to avoid
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meeting the English vessels. Leaving Gaspe, on July 15, 1628,
he sailed warily up the St Lawrence. Three days later he
unexpectedly came within cannon shot of the enemy. The
naval battle, during which twelve hundred shots were ex-
changed, lasted fourteen hours. Finally, de Roquemont,
seeing that his ship was sinking, surrendered. Father
Noyrot’s ship, however, managed to escape and ultimately,
after many dangers, reached a French port. Kirke’s terms
were generous enough. Laden with wvaluable booty, he
exacted no penalty from his captives and spared from harsh
treatment even the Récollets and Jesuits. Unable to ac-
commodate all the new passengers, he landed some of the
families and the Récollet Fathers on the Island of St Pierre,
whence the latter made their way to France. The Jesuits
were taken as prisoners to England and thence, at the request
of Queen Henrietta, were sent to Belgium.

David Kirke and his brothers Lewis and Thomas, on their
arrival in England, fitted out a larger fleet, left Gravesend on
March 25, 1629, and overhauling, at the beginning of July, a
10-ton sloop sent by Champlain to get provisions at Gaspe,
learned from the captain, Eustace Boull¢, Champlain’s
brother-in-law, and his twelve men the desperate condition
of Quebec. The Kirkes shortly afterwards appeared before
the helpless fort, which they now summoned to surrender.
Resistance being impossible, Champlain signed an honourable
capitulation on July 19, 1629. All the French who wished it
would be shipped to France, the officers with arms and
baggage, the soldiers, each with his clothes and a beaver
coat, the religious with their books. Champlain and his
soldiers chose to return home. The next day one hundred
and fifty Englishmen took possession of the fort and store-
house.

Champlain before reaching Europe was overjoyed to
learn that, after the defeat of the Huguenots and English at
La Rochelle, peace had been signed between France and
England on April 24, 1629, almost three months before the
capitulation of Quebec. He immediately reported to the
French ambassador in London and obtained from him the
promise that he would do his best to get the colony restored



402 THE CHURCH AND THE COLONY

to France. But the English adventurers were as keen to hold
what they had, as Louis X111’s ministers stupidly were willing
to abandon what they, in their ignorance of the fur traders’
profits, considered a useless colony. In vain for a time did
Champlain plead that France should give to her colonists
the same opportunities for agriculture as England gave to
hers, and that the harvest of Indian souls, now beginning to
ripen, should not be forsaken. The negotiations dragged on
for two years and a half. Finally, however, Champlain’s
arguments prevailed on Richelieu to arrange for the preserva-
tion of Canada to France. In order to bring matters to a
crisis, Richelieu began to arm ten men-of-war for the retaking
of Quebec. At the first news of this armament England made
haste to conclude, on March 29, 1632, the treaty of St
Germain-en-Laye, which gave back to His Most Christian
Majesty all the places seized by the English in New France
and Acadia.

The few French settlers who had remained at Quebec
without a priest were not allowed by the English to perform
any public acts of worship. The victorious English, fore-
seeing that the treaty of peace made their possession pre-
carious, had let everything go to ruin, and, what was worse
and less easy to repair, they had sold liquor to the Indians
who, in their frenzy, committed several murders. The
destitution of the colony affords some excuse for the refusal
of the Company of One Hundred Associates to allow the
Récollets to return. Its pretext was that the colony was
too poor to support mendicant friars. The sad tidings of
this determination so affected the Récollet Father Joseph
le Caron, the first apostle of the Hurons, that he died of
grief on the very day on which the treaty of St Germain was
signed.

Champlain, sailing from Dieppe on March 23, 1633, with
three ships, bearing two hundred people, and an abundance of
arms, provisions and stores of all kinds, arrived safely at
Quebec on May 23, a year after the English had left Canada.
The joy of its inhabitants and of the Indians was boundless.
The Hurons, who had refused to have any dealings with
the English, flocked to Quebec as soon as they heard of
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Champlain’s return. One chief said to him: ‘You are
always the same, you know how to put us in a good humour.’
Taught by past reverses, Champlain had prevailed upon the
company to exercise care in the choice of immigrants. As
the vices of Europeans were the greatest obstacle to the
conversion of the savages, he would receive none but families
of blameless morality, known for their attachment to the
faith. Thanks to his firmness in this respect and to the zeal
of the clergy, Quebec soon became noted for its practical piety,
and the whole colony was pervaded with a thoroughly
Catholic atmosphere.

Immediately after the restoration of Quebec to the French
the eyes of fervent Jesuit Fathers were turned towards New
France. The treaty of St Germain-en-Laye was signed in
March 1632, and about the middle of April Fathers Paul le
Jeune and Anne de Noué set sail from Havre for the New
World. On their arrival at Quebec they at once began their
work by saying mass in the home of the Héberts, and then
tock up their abode in the Residence of Notre Dame des
Anges, which had suffered serious injury during the period of
British occupation. Preparatory work had to be done before
a journey could be made to distant fields. In the winter of
1632-33 de Noué went with a hunting party of Montagnais
Indians into the regions north of Quebec. After three weeks
in the forest he returned half-starved and broken down by
the hardships endured.

When Champlain returned to New France he brought
with him four Fathers, Jean de Brébeuf, Ennemond Massé,
Antoine Daniel and Davost. These men had set their hearts
on the distant and difficult Huron mission where Brébeuf
had already laboured for three years. But they were not to
get to that field for more than a year. Meanwhile they
remained at Quebec, working among the savages who visited
the settlement and studying the language of the Western
tribes.

Le Jeune, eager to get an insight into Indian life and
character, in the autumn of 1633 joined a band of Indians
setting forth on a hunting expedition into the wilderness
south of the St Lawrence where the River St John has its
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source. For five months he endured cold and hunger, insults
and abuse, the indifference of professed converts and the
diabolical plottings of a medicine man or sorcerer, who felt
that should Le Jeune once get an influence over the Indians his
own power would be at an end. In the early spring the
missionary returned to Quebec, utterly exhausted, but rich in
experience. His winter’s work taught him that but little
could be done among wandering tribes, that if the savages
were ever to be christianized it could only be done by getting
them into fixed abodes.

It was not until 1634 that Brébeuf with Daniel and
Davost toiled over the nine hundred miles that intervened
between Quebec and the home of the Hurons. Brébeuf had
previously been stationed at Toanché, but, as this place had
meantime been deserted and burned, he went on to Ihonatiria,
where the Indians warmly welcomed the man whom, onaccount
of his courage and kindness, they had learned to respect and
love. At the beginning the Huron mission promised a rich
harvest. The Hurons, numbering at this time it is said between
fifteen thousand and thirty thousand, lived for the most part
in villages in a narrow radius lying between Lake Simcoe
and the River Severn on the east and Nottawassaga Bay on
the west. In this region there were in 1639 over thirty
populous communities. For five years the missionaries went
forth from village to village spiritually struggling with the
benighted savages. They vigorously attacked the super-
stitions and vices of the red men, and gained the friendship of
a few but the enmity of many. The medicine men were
particularly antagonistic to the new faith and blamed every
misfortune that befell the savages to the influence of the
‘black robes.” Drought, smallpox, unsuccessful combats
with enemies were all, according to them, due to the malign
influence of Brébeuf and his comrades. In time they grew
to be almost universally hated, and their destruction was
decided on. Fearlessly the missionaries went about their
daily labours, and when they believed that they were about
to be massacred they invited their would-be destroyers
to a festin d’adien—a farewell feast given, according to
Indian custom, by men expecting death. This exhibition of
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courage saved the mission and increased the usefulness of the
fathers.

Meanwhile the missionary band had been greatly
augmented. Such pious and dauntless characters as Isaac
Jogues, Paul Ragueneau, Gabriel Lalemant, Charles Garnier,
Francois Joseph le Mercier, Pierre Chatelain and Pierre
Pijart were in the field, and mission stations had sprung up
at St Jean Baptiste, St Ignace, St Louis, La Conception, St
Joseph, St Michael and elsewhere. It was felt that to secure
the best results a central station should be established in the
Huron country—a safe retreat to which the fathers could
return in times of calamity or sickness, and from which the
entire mission could be regulated. As a consequence, in
1640, Ste Marie was founded on a small stream now
known as the River Wye. Here a strong fort was built,
and for nine years Ste Marie was the headquarters of the
missionaries.

The fathers did not limit themselves to labours among
the Hurons. Efforts were made to convert the neighbouring
Tobacca Nation and the Neutrals, but at first with little
success. Until 1649 the work was continued, and soon the
whole Huron race had heard the Christian message. As a
result of the influence of the Jesuits, the Indians began to
lead a less nomadic life and to study the art of agriculture.
After fifteen years of labour the signs of the time were hopeful,
but a cloud was rising on the horizon. The Iroquois were én
the war-path with the fixed determination of utterly destroy-
ing the Hurons. These courageous and merciless warriors
had long haunted the trade routes of the Ottawa and St
Lawrence and picked off unwary voyagers, but in 1648 they
boldly advanced in force into the Huron country. The
mission of St Joseph was the first community to feel their
ruthless power. There the devout, scholarly, and resolute
Father Daniel fell, and his flock to the number of nearly seven
hundred were slain or captured. In the following year twelve
hundred Iroquois advanced against the Ste Marie mission.
The first village attacked was St Ignace. From it these human
tigers rushed to St Louis where were the soldierly Brébeuf
and the gentle Lalemant. St Louis was quickly captured and
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Brébeuf and Lalemant were borne back to St Ignace, where
they suffered unspeakable tortures, but to the end continued
to minister to their flock, and left to them the imperishable
memory of a most heroic martyrdom. St Ignace and St
Louis were given to the flames, and as the fathers and their
helpers stationed at Ste Marie witnessed the conflagration
they realized that the end of their labours in this region was
not far distant. However, Ste Marie was not attacked.
The Iroquois, glutted with blood and laden with plunder,
seemed for the time being satisfied with the annihilation of St
Ignace and St Louis.

Panic seized the Hurons. Their utter destruction as a
nation seemed inevitable. They had no thought of defence,
but looked about for a safe retreat from their insatiable foes.
At first it was decided to move to Manitoulin Island, but later
the Jesuits and their flocks crossed to Isle St Joseph (Christian
Island), where there were soon gathered together between six
thousand and eight thousand terrified savages. Starvation,
disease, and prowling bands of Iroquois played havoc with
their ranks, and by the following summer scarcely half of them
survived. In the previous autumn Father Charles Garnier
was at St Jean or Etarita in the Tobacco Nation. The Iroquois
fell upon this place and Garnier was slain in the midst of his
flock. He was a man whose singularly saintly character was
admired by his self-denying brother missionaries.

It was hopeless to continue the Huron mission, and the
fathers determined to do what they could to save the starved
remnants of their flock. It was therefore decided to return
to civilization and to take with them at least a portion of
their converts to the comparative safety of Montreal and
Quebec. About three hundred Christian Hurons accom-
panied the Jesuits down the Ottawa route and found shelter
first on the Island of Orleans, then at Ste Foy and later at
Lorette, but even within sound of the guns of the fortress of
Quebec the Iroquois pursued them. Many of the Hurons
who remained in the lake region moved to Manitoulin Island.
Some settled along Lake Superior, and others wandered as
far west as the Mississippi. Thus it was that the most
populous and civilized Indian tribe of America ceased to be a
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nation. The Huron mission after over twenty-six years of
energetic effort seemed a hopeless failure, but good seed had
been sown, and the Hurons scattered broadcast over the lake
region carried with them the lessons inculcated by the
fathers. Wherever there was a Huron the ‘black robes’
received a kindly welcome.

During this period the work of the Jesuits had not been
limited to the Huron country. Fathers Jogues and Garnier
had in 1639 made a noble but fruitless effort to carry
Christianity to the Tobacco Nation at the head of Notta-
wassaga Bay. Brébeuf and others had visited the Neutral
Nation in the Niagara peninsula. Jogues and Charles
Raymbault had made a trip to Sault Ste Marie in 1641 and
there preached the faith to two thousand Ojibways and other
Algonquins. In 1642, while journeying from Three Rivers to
the Huron country with supplies for the mission, Jogues was
captured on Lake St Peter by Mohawks and taken to their
country, where he was brutally tortured. He managed to
escape by way of Manhattan (New York) and finally reached
France. He returned to Canada and was sent on a peace
mission to the Mohawks, and later in 1646 went to minister
to these fierce enemies of the French. He went to his labours
with the words, Ibo et non redibo—TI shall go and I shall not
return. He was a true prophet, for on October 16 he received
a martyr’s crown. The death of Jogues seemed to stir the
hatred of the Five Nations against the French and their allies
to the highest point, and from that moment they ceased not
until the Huron nation was utterly destroyed. Later efforts
were made by Fathers Simon le Moyne, Joseph Chaumonot,
and Dablon to plant a mission among the Onondagas, but
without success. Only by stratagem did the priests, settlers,
and small garrison sent to the Onondaga country escape with
their lives.

In the east the tribes were not neglected. From the
Residence at Quebec devoted men following in the footsteps
of de Noué and Le Jeune laboured among the savages in the
wilderness of Maine and New Brunswick and in the region
about Tadoussac. In this great and fruitful field Father
Gabriel Druillettes did splendid work.
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From a merely temporal point of view the Jesuit missions
in Huronia were a failure. This is the only view-point that
unsympathetic men like Parkman can choose. They extol
the Jesuits’ achievements and make them live again in peerless
phrase, while all the time attributing them to motives that
are ridiculously inadequate. If human glory were all that
the Huron missionaries sought, they did indeed obtain it
through martyrdom. Brébeuf, Lalemant, Daniel, Garnier,
Garreau, Buteux, Chabanel had all been slain and many lay
brothers had fallen victims. Others, such as Chatelain,
Chaumonot and Bressani, had suffered tortures worse than
death. But they were trained to despise human glory as
unsatisfactory and ephemeral, and to seek only the beati-
fying glory of God. From this view-point the Huron
missions were not a failure. Very many children and adults
were baptized before death during the sixteen years of
Jesuit labours in Huronia. Many Huron braves and squaws
became sincere converts and died truly Christian deaths
during the three years immediately preceding the total dis-
persion of the nation. These results are eternal. Death-
less, too, is the vitalizing example of the apostles who died
for the love of Christ. ‘The blood ¢f martyrs is the seed of
Christians.’

Father le Jeune, in his Relation of 1651, made a strang
appeal to the king : ‘A troop of savages . . . has reduced
New France to extremity. May it please you, Sire, listen to
her broken voice, and her last words.” The state of affairs
was a desperate one, and the worst of it was that it might
have been avoided. A comparatively small, well-disciplined
force of soldiers could have saved the great Huron nation
and kept back the Iroquois scourge from New France. The
appeal of Le Jeune was at length heeded, and when the
Carignan-Salitres regiment arrived in Canada the energetic
action of de Tracy gave the Jesuits an opportunity of extend-
ing their labours north and west and even into the haunts of
the Five Nations.
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v

GROWTH OF QUEBEC AND BEGINNINGS OF
MONTREAL

RANCE neglected the missionaries, her most powerful
auxiliaries, and the governors of Canada could do but
little to stop the Iroquois raids that sapped the very

life of the colony ; for the governors, however praiseworthy
their intentions, had very little power. Before 1640 there
were not more than two hundred French settlers i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>