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ADVERTISEMENT

BY THE AMERICAN PUBLISHERS.

Tae subject to which these volumes relate is one
possessing great interest to the American reader.
The history of the present British possessions on
this continent is, in the different periods of their
discovery, settlement, and growth, intimately con-
nected with our own. Bordering, too, upon our
whole northern and eastern fromtier, they are,
throughout this vast extent of nearly four thousand

_miles, brought into immediate contact with us,
‘Whether, therefore, these countries continue in a
state of colonial dependance, or at some future day
successfully assert their claim to self-government,
it is manifest that, in either case, there must be re-
lations of the highest importance between them and
the United States. Recent occurrences also, both
in the provinces and within our own borders, and
the very unsatisfactory condition of our relations
with Great Britain, arising out of conflicting claims,
involving great national considerations, with regard
to our extreme northeastern and northwestern
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boundaries, give to the subjects treated of in this
work peculiar interest at the present moment.
From the high reputation of their author, and the
care which has been employed by the American ed-
itor in preparing these volumes, the publishers feel
great confidence in offering them to the public. In
the English edition there were found to be great
minuteness and prolixity of detail in relation to
statistics, &c., and several subjects treated of at
‘large which could only be considered as of local in-
terest. It has been the aim of the American edi-
tor so to condense ‘the work as to retain all that
was most valuable, and, at the same time, to disen.
cumber it of those parts which were of inferior im.
portance, and which would have rendered it, as a
whole, less entertaining, without being more useful,
to the general reader, ..Notes have been added
wherever it was thought necessary to observe and
correct what was believed to be erroneous in the

statements of the author.

- H. & B.
New- York, May, 1840.



PREFACE.

ThE territories of British America, even after
having lost enough to constitute one of the greatest
states in the world, enibrace a very large proportion
of the earth’s surface, and present natural features
at once extremely grand and romantic. 'The na-
tive inhabitants were distinguished by energy and
intelligence above all the other rude tribes of the
Western Continent, and displayed, perhaps, beyond
any similar race, the most striking peculiarities of
savage life. Their long and fiérce struggles, before
yielding to- the superior numbers and martial skill
of Europeans, gave rise to scenes much more inter.
esting than ever diversify the routine of civilized
warfare. Finally, the éxploits by which those re-
gions were added to the dominion of Britain, are
acknowledged to rank among the most brilliant that
adorn her annals in any age.

These colonies, too, have acquired an augment.
ed importance from the great changes effected in
our own times. Their rich and varied products,
their vast extent, amd the strong direction which
emigrants from Britain have taken towards their
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shores, encourage the expectation that they will one
day become the seat of great nations, equalling or
even surpassing the power of the mother country.
A deep interest is naturally felt in their future pros-
pects, more especially when connected with the
numbers, amounting during the last twenty years
to nearly half a million, who have removed thither
from various parts of the United Kingdom.

The author, thus deeply impressed with the im-
portance of his task, has anxiously sought every
means of rendering its performance complete and
satisfactory.’ In tracing the condition and history
of the aboriginal tribes, as influenced by the early
settlement of Europeans, he has had access to ex-
tensive works and collections in the French lan-
guage, to which former writers appear to have been
strangers. He has devoted much attention to the
statistics and present state of the colonies ; an un-
dertaking which was attended with considerable
difficulty, on account of the rapid changes which
bhave recently occurred, and rendered all previous
information in a great measure useless. Hence,
besides the works of Bouchette, M‘Gregor, Martin,
and others, it was necessary to examine the tables
published by the Board of Trade, the voluminous
reports laid before Parliament, and to compare them
with the narratives of the latest travellersand res.
idents. ‘
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Even with all these resources, it was found to be
impossible to render the information complete with-
out obtaining personal communications from vari-
ous quarters. It is gratifying to the author to
mention, that on the mere statement of his object,
and of the name of the work for which he was
collecting materials, the most valuable intelligence
was cheerfully conveyed to him. Particular ac-
knowledgments are due to Mr. Simpson, the en.
lightened resident governor of the Hudson’s Bay
Establishment. From other sources of high au-
thority, valuable information, otherwise inaccessi.
ble, has been obtained.

The reader will appreciate one peculiar difficulty
under which the author laboured, namely, that
~ while he was composing the work, and even su-
perintending its passage through the press, the sub-
ject was undergoing an incessant change ; and at
length the principal provinces became the theatre
of some very momentous occurrences. He has
assiduously studied to trace, by means of the most
authentic documents, the course of those-events,
and to exhibit them in a condensed and connected
view.
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boundaries, give to the subjects treated of in this
work peculiar interest at the present moment.
From the high reputation of their author, and the
care which has been employed by the American ed-
itor in preparing these volumes, the publishers feel
great confidence in offering them to the public. In
the English edition there were found to be great
minuteness and prolixity of detail in relation to
statistics, &c., and several subjects treated of at
Jarge which could only be considered as of local in-
terest. It has been the aim of the American edi.
tor so to condense the work as to retain all that
was most valuable, and, at the same time, to disen.
cumber it of those parts which were of inferior im.
portance, and which would have rendered it, as a
whole, less entertaining, without being more useful,
to the general reader. ..Notes have been added
wherever it was thought necessary to observe and
correct what was believed to be erroneous in the

statements of the author.

: H. & B.
New-York, May, 1840.



PREFACE.

Tae territories of British America, even after
having lost enough to constitute one of the greatest
states in the world, embrace a very large proportion
of the earth’s surface, and present natural features
at once extremely grand and romantic. ‘The na-
tive inhabitants were distinguished by energy and
intelligence above all the other rude tribes of the
‘Western Continent, and displayed, perhaps, beyond
any similar race, the most striking peculiarities of
savage life. Their long and fiérce struggles, before
yielding to- the superior numbers and martial. skill
of Europeans, gave rise to scenes much more inter-
esting than ever diversify the routine of civilized
warfare. Finally, the exploits by which those re-
gions were added to the dominion of Britain, are
acknowledged to rank among the most brilliant that
adorn her annals in any age.

These colonies, too, have acquired an augment.
ed importance from the great changes effected in
our own times. Their rich and varied products,
their vast extent, amd the strong direction which
emigrants from Britain have taken towards their
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shopes, encourage the expectation that they will one
day become the seat of great nations, equalling or
even surpassing the power of the mother country.
A deep interest is naturally felt in their future pros.
pects, more especially when connected with the
numbers, amounting during the last twenty years
to nearly half a million, who have removed thither
from various parts of the United Kingdom.

The author, thus deeply impressed with the im.
portance of his task, has anxiously sought every
means of rendering its performance complete and'
satisfactory.’ In tracing the condition and history
of the aboriginal tribes, as influenced by the early
settlement of Europeans, he has had access to ex-
tensive works and collections in the French’lan.
guage, to which former writers appear to have been
strangers. He has devoted much attention to the
statistics and present state of the colonies ; an un.
‘dertaking which was attended with censiderable
difficulty, on account of the rapid changes which
bave recently occurred, and rendered all previous
information in a great measure useless. Hence,
besides the works of Bouchette, M‘Gregor, Martin,
and others, it was necessary to examine the tables
published by the Board of Trade, the voluminous
reports laid before Parliament, and to compare them
with the narratives of the latest travellers and res.
idents.
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Even with all these resources, it was found to be
impossible to render the information complete with-
out obtaining personal communications from vari-
ous quarters. It is gratifying to the author to
mention, that on the mere statement of his object,
and of the name of the work for which he was
collecting materials, the most valuable intelligence
was cheerfully conveyed to him. Particular ac.
knowledgments are due to Mr. Simpson, the en-
lightened resident governor of the Hudson’s Bay
Establishment. From other sources of high au.
thority, valuable information, otherwise inaccessi-
ble, has been obtained.

The reader will appreciate one peculiar difficulty
under which the author laboured, namely, that
~ while he was composing the work, and even su.
perintending its passage through the press, the sub.
ject was undergoing an incessant change ; and at
length the principal provinces became the theatre
of some very momentous occurrences. He has
assiduously studied to trace, by means of the most
authentic documents, the course of those-events,
and to exhibit them in a condensed and connected
view.
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boundaries, give to the subjects treated of in this
" work peculiar interest at the present moment.
From the high reputation of their author, and the
care which has been employed by the American ed-
itor in preparing these volumes, the publishers feel
great confidence in offering them to the public. In
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minutenéss and prolixity of detail in relation to
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PREFACE.

THe territories of British America, even after
having lost enough to constitute one of the greatest
states in the world, enibrace a very large proportion
of the earth’s surface, and present natural features
at once extremely grand and romantic. ‘The na-
tive inhabitants were distinguished by energy and
intelligence above all the other rude tribes of the
‘Western Continent, and displayed, perhaps, beyond
any similar race, the most striking peculiarities of
savage life. Their long and fisrce struggles, before
yielding to- the superior numbers and martial skill
of Europeans, gave rise to scenes much more inter.
esting than ever diversify the routine of civilized
warfare. Finally, the exploits by which those re-
gions were added to the dominion of Britain, are
acknowledged to rank among the most brilliant that
adorn her annals in any age.

These colonies, too, have acquired an augment.
ed importance from the great changes effected in
our own times. Their rich and varied products,
their vast extent, and the strong direction which
emigrants from Britain have taken towards their
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Even with all these resources, it was found to be
impossible to render the information complete with-
out obtaining personal communications from vari-
ous quarters. It is gratifying to the author to
mention, that on the mere statement of his object,
and of the name of the work for which he was
collecting materials, the most valuable intelligence
was cheerfully conveyed to him. Particular ac-
knowledgments are due to Mr. Simpson, the en.
lightened resident governor of the Hudson’s Bay
Establishment. From other sources of high au-
thority, valuable information, otherwise inaccessi-
ble, has been obtained. ,

The reader will appreciate one peculiar difficulty
under which the author laboured, namely, that
while he was composing the work, and even su.
perintending its passage through the press, the sub.
ject was undergoing an incéssant change ; and at
length the principal provinces became the theatre
of some very momentous occurrences. He has
assiduously studied to trace, by means of the most
authentic documents, the course of those-events,
and to exhibit them in a condensed and connected
view.
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* CHAPTER 1

General View of Canada.

Canada, its Boundaries and eral Features.—Lakes—Su-
rior—Huron—=St. Clair— Erie—Niagara Channel— Lake
gntario.—hlands and Rapida of the St. Lawrence.—The Ot-
tawa.—The St. Lawrence from Montreal to Quebec.—Its.
lower Couxlse.—'l‘hi_s Regionsremarknb&far its Wat%rfnlh.—-
Niagara.—Its Description.—Supposed Changes in its Position.
— Lower Canada, 1}:5 Boundaries.— Surface.— Divisions.—
District of Quebec.—~City of.that Name.—Situation ; Up,
and Lower Town; Vicinity.—Fall of Montmorenci.—-’lPl:
Saguenay.—Lower Coast.—Shores above Quebec.—Trois
Riviéres, Town and District.— Montreal District.— City.—
Catholic Cathedral.—Rural Districts.—Ottawa Province.—
Country south of the St. Lawrence.— Settlements on the
Richelieu.—Southern of Trois Rividres District. —South-
ern part of Quebec.—Lower Shores of the St. Lawrence.—
Gaspé.—Upper Canada, its Boundaries.—Surface and Extent.
— of Settlement and Cultivation.—Climate and SoiL
~Divisions—Eastern Division—Central Division.—Town of
ingston.—City of Toronto.—Western Section—Its early
Settlement.—Huron Tract.—Amherstburg.—Climate.—How
it differs from that of Europe.—Effects on Agriculture.—
Boundary Question with the United States.—Reference to the
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Camana is bounded on the north by a range of
hills separating it from gxg territory 6f the Hudson's
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and craggy. It is said that behind this rocky screen
there is much valuable land still uncultivated.*

But the characteristic feature of this region is its
'waters, more particularly its inmense lakes, which,
in respect to depth and extent of surface, have no

ual on the face of the earth. The Caspian cer-
tainly exceeds the largest of them, separately con-
sidered ; but that great body of salt water, besides
being comparatively very ow, has no outlet:
whereas the Canadian lakes supply, without a
rent diminution, the vast stream of the St. Law-
rence. The smallest of them is tossed by tempests
like the ocean, and on its surface war was recently
waged in ships of the first magnitude.

Lake Superior is the largest of these inland seas,
and indeed the most extensive body of fresh water
in the world. Its form is an irregular crescent,
having the convex side towards Canada; it is very
broad in the centre ; but the southeastern and south-
western extremities terminate almost in points. Its
length, following the line of the curve, is estimated
by Captain Bayfield at 360 geographical miles, the

atest breadth at 140, and the circumference about
1500. Its surface appears to be 6237 feet above the
level of the Atlantic, and the shqres afford indica-
tions of its having once been 40 or 50 feet higher.
‘The soundings have been given variously from 480
to 900 feet ; and the greatest depth is believed to be
about 1200. The transparency of the water is com-
pletely crystalline, rendering rocks, even at extra-
ordinary depths, distinctly visible.} The bottom

+ Bouchette, vol. i., p. 185, 186, 283-294, 297, 208.

1 The remarkable cy of the waters of this lake has
been attributed to the y nature of its shores, and the small
gm}ity of earthy matter Immght downd:a the streams flowing

to it. " But the phenomenon here alluded to is not peculiar to
this lake. The waters of the other great lakes are scarcely less
clear, though their shores are of a quite different character, and
sbundance of matter is mingled with the streams which
are their tributaries. Is it not probable that the great purity of
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cended ; but canoes, though with great danger, some-
times shoot downward. The more prudent avoid
them by a portage of two miles.

The Huron, into which this channel expands, is
the second in succession, as well as in magnitude,
of this great chain. Its outline is very irregular, but
may, in & general view, be said to have three sides,
two facing the north and east, and belonging to
Canada, while the third looks to the southwest, and
forms of the United States. Its extreme length,
from the entry to the outlet, is about 340 miles ; its
breadth is not less than 220 ; and the circumference
is supposed to be nearly 1000. Its surface is only
thirty-two feet lower than that of Superior; and it
is equally distinguished by its extraordinary depth,
estimated at 900 or 1000 feet, and by the brilliant
transparency of its waters. A range of islands
runs parallel to its northern shore, and, with the
peninsula of Cabot, separates almost completely
the upper part from the main body, so that it was
considered by the earliest discoverers as a distinct
basin. Among these islands the chief is the Great
Manitoulin, seventy-five miles long, viewed by the
Indians with superstitious awe as the chosen abode
of their Great Sfirit. At the outlet of the St. Mary
the two islets of St. Joseph and Drummond are for-
tified as frontier stations, the former by Britain and
the latter by the United States. The coast is gen-
erally rugged, broken into heights of from 30to 100
feet, formed of clay, rolled stones, precitftous rocks,
and woody steeps. Towards the north the bold ridge
of the Cloche mountains exhibits several lofty sum-
mits ; but the eastern territory is wholly dissimilar,
and forms one of the finest portions of the great
ﬂain of Upper Canada. This lake receives the

aitland, Severn, Moon, and French rivers—broad
streams, though not of long course—but its chief
supply is from the St. Mary. Near its northwest-
ern point a strait about four miles wide connecw .
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by numerous rivers. The difficulties of the naviga-
tor are increased by the want of harbours and an-
chorage, as well as by the projecting promontories,
which render a frequent change of course necessary.
The direction of the great water-communication,
which, from the head of Lake Huron, has been near-
ly due south, changes here to the northeast, till it
opens into the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The coasts,

ost equally divided between the British and
Americans, are generally very fertile. Lake Erie
has acquired a peculiar importance, from having
become the main centre of inland navigation. The
two great canals reaching from it to the Hudson on
one side, and the Ohio on the other, render it a me-
dium of communication between the Atlantic, the
Mississippi, and the Gulf of Mexico. The Welland
canal and river, joining it to the Ontario, form a
channel by which it is expected that a part even of
the produce of the United States will be henceforth
transmitted.®

The outlet of Lake Erie, at its northeastern point,
is the Niagara Channel, which, after pursuing its
course thirty-three miles and a half, opens into fake
Ontario. In its progress it forms those stupendous
falls which have no equal in the world, and will be
afterward described. The waters, in passing to On-
tario, are calculated to fall 334 feet; this lake be-
ing so much lower than Erie, and, consequently, only
231 feet above the level of the Atlantic.

Ontario, the smallest of the great lakes, extends
almost due east, with some inclination northward ;
it is 172 miles long, 504 broad, and about 467 in
circumference. The depth of water varies from
15 to 300 feet; and in the middle, a line of 300
fathoms has been let down without reaching the
bottom. The whole area of the five last noticed

+ Bouchette, vol. 1., p. 134-137. Darby, p. 206-208. Gourlay,
fa.mh i sAat'.c’onm of ‘{Jpper Canada (2 vt’)ll;. 8vo, London, 1822),
L, P. 53,
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At the end of this reach the St. Lawrence is ob-
structed by an island in the centre, producing what
is termed the Long Sault. The stream, rushing
through a narrow passage on each side, hurries on
the bark with dangerous velocity ; and the two cur-
rents, meeting at the lower end, dash against each
other, forming what is called the Big Pitch. The
river then, expanding to the breadth of more than
five miles, is named the Lake of St. Francis. At
its termination begins a succession of very formida-
ble rapids, named the Cotean du Lac, the Cedars,
the Split Rock, and the Cascades, which, continu-
ipg about nine miles, completely interrupt the navi-
Jal.gtion for vessels of even moderatq dimensions.
The hardy Canadian boatmen indeed contrive, with
g:les ten feet in l.ength, to forcé through certain flat-

ttomed barks of from six to twenty tons. Huge
rafts of timber are also seen descending the current ;
but passengers by steam leave the vessel at one end
of the declivity and re-embark at the other. Great

rations, however, are now in progress to over-
come these obstacles, and to secure a safe naviga-
tion to the inland seas.

Below these rapids the river spreads out into
Lake St. Louis, near which there is a beautiful fall
bearing the same name. This impediment to nav-
igation has been recentl{overcome by a canal call-
ed La Chine. The St. Lawrence nqw receives an
important accession by the influx of the great stream
of the Ottawa from the northwest, after a course
about 460 miles,* through an extensive plain, gener=
ally very fertile, and covered with magnificent for-

* Bouchette, vol. i, p. 187. According to Mr. M‘Gregor,
Brit. Amer., vol. ii., p. 525, this river * is said to have its source
neer the Rocky Mountains, and to traverse in its windings a dis-
tance of 2500 miles.” He adds, that it certainly flows ten or
twelve hundred miles before joining the St. Lawrence. We
have no hesitation, however, in preferring the sober statement
of Bouchette to these extravagant estimates.

Yoz. 1.—-C
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extending upward of 2000 miles, and forming one of
the most important water-communications on the
face of the earth.

In this river-system a striking and peculiar class
of objects is exhibited on a grander scale than in
any other region; we mean the waterfalls. These
are not, indeed, like such as descend from alpine
precipices, distinguished by height or by the pictu-
resque forms of the rocky cliffs amid which they are
precipitated ; but while the latter are usually mere
streamlets, the others are mighty rivers, swelled to
their full magnitude, and pouring the entire volume
of their waters into the abysses beneath.

Among these cataracts of Northern America there
is one which stands without a rival—Niagara. Here
an immense river, after receiving the surplus waters
of four extensive lakes, projects them downward in
aunited mass. In general, when such large streams
are obstructed by rocky barriers, they force their
way through them in a number of narrow channels,
with noise and impetuosity, but without any con-
siderable descent. There is scarcely another in-
stance where .a sea-like flood, having brought its
whole weight of waters lo the brink of a lofty pre-
cipice, throws them down in one unbroken, sheet.

e fall of the Rhine at Schaffhausen alone, though
without either its height or volume of water, bears
some resemblance to that of Niagara, which is ac-
knowledged to be not only the greatest of cataracts,
but, according to the general opinion of travellers,
the sublimest object on earth. The ocean and the
gigantic steeps of the Andes or the Himmaleh may
include scanery of more varied magnificence, but
probably exhibit no single spectacle so striking and
s0 wonderful.

Without attempting to convey to the reader’s mind
any image of this stupendous scene, which perhaps
no pen can ever accomplish, we will simply state
the elements in which its grandeur appears to con-
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faded to impairs its effect; while others, perhaps
with reason, conceive that these would only distract
the attention from the one great object; and that
this is more deeply felt when there is nothing seen
but ';Ele cataract itself, “no sound but its eternal

Toar.

The Niagara Channel, as already mentioned, ex-
tends from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario, and the falls
are situated twenty miles from the former and thir-
teen from the latter. Being occasioned only by a

neral and not very great descent in the level of the

d, there is nothing in the country around to indi-
cate the vicinity of such a striking phenomenon.
From the Erie boundary, in particular, the approach
is along a smooth though elevated plain; through
which the river, about a mile in breadth, flows tran-
quilly, bordered by fertile and beautiful banks, and
enclosing a large island. The deep, awful sound,
however, is soon heard, and becomes gradually loud-
er. Yet nothing appears till about a mile above the
fall, when the water begins to ripple, and a little be-
low is broken into a series of dashing and foaming
rapids, which form a grand spectacle. The stream
then becomes more tranquil, though rolling with
prodigious rapidity, till it reaches the brink of the
great precipice.

The fall itself is divided, by the intervention of Goat
Island, into two unequal portions. The one called
the British, or Horseshoe, according to the most
careful estimate, is 2100 feet broad, and 149 feet 9
inches high. The other or American fall is only
1140 feet broad, and, even in proportion to this infe-
rior dimension, pours a much smaller body of water.
It bas, indeed, some picturesque beauty, being lined
by a wooded shore, and diversified by a number of
small islands covered with stunted cedar. Its height
i? about 164 feet. The British one, however, being
that in which the phenomenon is presented on the
greatest scale, simple agd without accompaniment,

2
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The waters projected down this awful steep con-
tinue for some space in a state of violent agitation;
et a ferry has been established about half a mile
gelow, across which the passenger is wafted over
the heaving current without serious danger. The
high level of the country extends seven or eight
mlsles lower, to Queenston and Lewiston, for which
space the Niagara rolls through a rocky channel,
between high and steep banks, its breadth contract-
ed to a quarter of a mile. Somewhat more than
half way down, high cliffs, encircling the current in
& peculiar manner, cause it to wheel round with an
impetuous violence, which would instantly destroy
any object that should come within its action. This
is called the Whirlpool: Below Queenston the
und sinks by a steep descent to the level of the
tario basin. The river then emerges, and again
rolls a smooth stream between level and cultivated
banks.* .

This great fall has excited an additional interest
from the remarkable change supposed to have taken
place as to its position. It is believed that the im-
petuous waters, wearing away the rock over which
they descend, are gradually removing the cataract
higher up the river. By this process it is said to
have receded from a point between Queenston and
Lewiston, to which, as already observed, the high
level of the country continues, and to have excava-
ted the present deep and narrow channel more than
seven miles in length. Upon this point geologists
and travellers seem generally agreed, the only dif-
ference being as to the rate at which the change
proceeds. Mr. Gourlay, long a resident, says the
oldest inhabitants think that the Great Fall has re-
ceded *“ several paces.” Mr. M‘Gregor mentions an
estimate which fixes this recession at eighteen feet

# Bouchette, vol. i., p. 138-146. Howison, p. 108-121. Dar-

by, p. 211-213. Stuart, Three Years in North America (2 vols.
8vo, 2d edit., Edinburgh, 1833), vol. ii,, p. 143, 143.
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two falls, is on a line with both, or, according to
Bouchette, forms along with them the chord of an
irregular arc. Now Hennepin’s description, and
more particularly his plate, represent the island as
dividing the falls, and standing every way in the
same relative position to them that it now does.
But if the cataracts had changed their place in the
manner supposed, they must have receded behind
the lower extremity of the island, which would thus
have been thrown forward, and appeared in front of
them in the middle of the stream. If we assume
Captain Hall’s estimate, there must have been a
change, since Hennepin’s date, of 600 feet, opnearly
a furlong, which would have caused a most con-
sticuous alteration in the relative position of these
objects. Some may urge that the lateral action of
the falling waters might demolish this projecting
front, and thus cause the island-boundary to recede
along with them. Such an hypothesis seems quite
out of the question as applicable to this huge mass,
nearly a quarter of a mile in breadth. Even sup-
posing it possible, a rock thus demolished from two
opposite sides must have been irregularly acted
upon, reduced to a broken and shattered state, and
in some degree to a pyramidal form. There ap-
¥ears no agency which could cut it down like slices
rom a loaf, 80 as to preserve always the same
smooth perpendicular fage separating the two falls,
which it had in 1679, and continues to have at the
resent moment. No observer has noticed in this
1sland any symptoms of progressive demolition.
Mr. Howison so little suspects such a process, that,
following up the common idea, he contemplates the
period when it will be left “isolated in the midst of
the river as a colossal pillar.” From what we have
stated, however, if any such change were taking
rlace, it must by this time have afforded some mani-
est proof of its operation.
It may be urged, that water acting with such stu-
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described has been formed beneath it and behind the
descending waters. As this softer stratum, how-
ever, is acted upon merely by the sgzaivl thrown back
upon it, the effects appear to be both limited and
partial, and the consequent changes to occur only
at long intervals.

Having treated the subject with reference to the
term of human life and the common historical eras,
we feel little inclined to consider it in its bearing

n geological theories. It is only necessary to

e that, admitting the deep chasm through
which the river flows to Queenston to have been
excavated by its waters, it does pot follow that a
similar process must still continue in operation.
Upon every mineralogical hypothesis, it is admitted
that the strata, which form the crust of the earth,
were at one time in a state very different from what
they are at present; having a soft and yielding
texture, produced either by the influence of fire or
by recent deposition from water. The action of so
mighty a flood might then very easily, and in a com-
ratively shqrt period, excavate such a channel.

t it is unphilosophical to apply reasons, drawn
from 80 remote an era, to a period when the mate-
rials of the land have acquired that fixed and con-
solidated form under which they appear in our days.

‘We shall now proceed to notice the most impor-
tant and interesting particulars relating to the topog-
raphy, &c., of this extensive country; and first of
Lowszr Canapa.

This province has for its eastern and northern
boundaries the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Labrador, and
the high ridge which separates the tributaries of the
8t. Lawrence-from the rivers falling into Hudson’s
Bay. The northern limit terminates about 80° west
longitude, where a line drawn due south to Lake
Temiscaming, on the Ottawa, separates the two
Canadian provinces. The river just named forms
the western boundary till it approaches Montrea\,
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rence there is a similar plain, not quite so spacious,
but somewhat more fertile and beautiful. e high
lands cover only a small portion of its surface, ex-
cept in the most eastern district of Gaspé, which

ts throughout a rugged surface similar to that
of the opposite shore, though including a much
larger proportion of good soil.*

Lower Canada, by the census of 1831, the last
that has been taken, contained a population of
511,917. Its present number of inhabitants is sup-

to be not less than 660,000. This province

18 divided into three principal districts, Quebec,
Trois Riviéres, and Montreal, and two small ones,
Gaspé and St. Francis ; which last, however, is so
diminutive, and its townships so enclosed by those
of Montreal and Trois Rivieres, that its subdivisions
have been included within their counties. Quesxc
is divided into thirteen counties: Beauce, Belle-
chasse, Dorchester, Kamouraska, L'Islet, Lotbiniére,
Megantic, Montmorenci, Orleans, Portneuf, Quebec,
Rimouski, and Saguenay. These are subdivided into
seventy-nine seigniories, twelve fiefs, and thirty-
eight townships. Population of this district in 1831,
151,985. MonTtreaL comprehends nineteen coun-
ties : Acadie, Beuharnois, Berthier, Chambly, Lach-
enaye, La Prairie, L’Assomption, Missisqui, Mon-
treal, Ottawa, Richelieu, Rouville, S8t. Hyacinthe,
Shefford, Stanstead (this county includes five town-
ships of St. Francis), Terrebonne, Two Mountains,
Vaudreuil, and Verchéres, These are subdivided
into sixty-three seigniories, eight fiefs, and forty-five
townships, besides fourteen others newly formed
beyond the limits of the counties. The district of
Montreal had a population of 290,050 by the census
inating, or, according to his order, commencing with the Gren-
Yilia Hills on the Ottaws ; but as the upper banks of that river
are still more level than those of the St. Lawrence, that cluster
seemingly can only be considered a from the great north-

en range.
* Bouchette, vol. i., p. 185, 281-290, 206-304, 32A.
VYor. 1.~D
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immediately below it spreads out into a wide basin.
Cape Diamond, the most elevated point of the city,
is reckoned by an eminent traveller 1000 feet high ;
a proof of the fallacjous nature of such estimates,
since the more accurate observation of Bouchette
fixes it at 345.9 Above a hundred feet lower is an
elevated plain, on which are built the castle and the
whole of what is termed the upper town. Thence
a perpendicular steep of above 200 feet descends to
the banks of the St. Lawrence; and in the narrow
interval between this J)recipice and the river is the
lower town, the crowded seat of business and ship-

ing.

l.’ '[ghe scenery of Quebec and the surrounding coun-
try is described by all travellers as rivalling in pic-
taresque beauty the most favoured parts of the earth.
The navigator who ascends the St. Lawrence, after
he has passed the Isle of Orleans and entered the
broad basin already mentioned, where he first comes
in sight of this capital, is struck with intense admi-
ration. He sees its citadel crowning a lofty cliff,
its castle and batteries overhanging a range of for-
midable steeps, the river crowded with numerous
vessels of every form and size, from the huge timber-
raft to the bark canoe. The fall of Montmorenci
appears da.shing its white foam almost to the clouds;
angeon each side is a long range of fertile and beau-
tiful shore. On ascending Cape Diamond a still
der and more extensive panorama bursts upon
is view, combining all the boldness of rude with
the richness of cultivated nature. Up and down the
magnificent stream of the St. Lawrence is a reach
of more than forty miles, on which sails almost
innumerable are in ceaseless movement. Below
is the beautiful Isle of Orleans; while the opposite
coast is diversified by a great variety of natural and
cultivated scenery. To the north appears the river
St. Charles, winding amid fertile valleys and hills,
with villages hanging on their sides ; while the pros-

pect is closed by a bold streen of mountaina. W
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town; the houses being mostly of stone, y
roofed with tin. The streets are well paved, and
in some instances macadamized, but they are much
too narrow, and the broadest does not exceed thirty-
two feet. St. Louis-street, the almost exclusive
regidence of the fashionable circle, has been lately
adorned with several elegant mansions. The public
buildings are commodious and substantial, without
much pretension to architectural ornament. The
castle of St. Louis, a large, plain, baronial-looking
edifice, forms the dwelling of the governor. It com-
prises a space of four acres, once fortified ; but the
great extension of the works has rendered its walls
superfluous, and they are allowed to go to decay.

The lower town is a narrow, crowded range of
buildings, extending along the base of the precipice.
‘The spot on which it stands is entirely the creation
of human industry ; for originally the waves at high
water beat the very foot of the rock. Wharves,
however, have been founded and carried out into the
river, though nowhere farther than 240 yards; and
on these streets have been erected. So limited,
indeed, is the space, that the quarter beyond Cape
Piamond communicates with the rest only by a path
cut in many places through the solid rock. .

On the inland side of the fortress, stretching more
than a mile into, the interior, are the large suburbs
of St. Roch and St. John.

The society of Quebec is more gay and polished
than is usual in colonial cities, where the pursuit of
wealth forms too often the sole object of the inhab-
itants. Here, besides merchants, there are a num-
ber of British civil and military officers, and a body
of French noblesse, living on their domains. These
different classes do not, it is said, always thorough-
ly amalgamate. The French, though often superior
in manners and habits, are in some degree disdained
by the ruling people, which they do not well brook.
Among the ish themselves, the chief teat of
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high, and the commencement of a long series of
gsimilar heights, called “the Capes,” which render
this part of the St. Lawrence grand but desolate.

The coast below Mal Bay becomes altogether
wild and desolate, while a facing of sandhills to.
'wards the water renders its aspect still more dreary.
This continues to the mouth of the river Saguenay,
one of the boldest features in this remarkable coun-

. It has been traced upward only to Lake St.
John, about 140 miles from its mouth. That ex-
Pnse, estimated at 100 miles in circumference, was
ound by M. Bouchette receiving large rivers from
‘various quarters ; but asto their sources and relative
magnitude nothing certain is yet known. At some
distance below, sixty miles from the mouth, the Bay
des Has presents a mainiﬁcent harbour, capable of
receiving the largest ships, and surrounded by vast
tracts of fertile territory. The Saguenay is navi-
le for vessels of great bulk two leagues above its
unction with the Chicoutimi. About five miles
arther down, the level character of its banks ceases,
and, to the point where it falls into the St. Law-
rence, they are bold, steep, and rocky, shooting up
sometimes into precipitous cliffs 2000 feet high,
thinly clad with fir, birch, and other trees of a
northern climate. The breadth, unless when it
spreads into small lakes, seldom exceeds half a
mile; but the depth is very extraordinary, vary-
ing from 600 to 900 feet. Upon joining the great
river now mentioned, here eighteen miles broad, it
changes for some space the direction of the stream;
and presents the remarkable circumstance that while
the 8t. Lawrence at this place is only 240 feet deep,
the Saguenay, above the junction, approaches to a
thousand.

Below the Saguenay there is still a coast pertain-
ing to Canada 665 miles in length, but of a very un-
inviting description. The land gra.dually loses its
lofty ¢ ter, and at Portneuf, forty miles farther
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posed to be distinct, has given this name to the
place. It was founded in 1618, in contemplation of
its becoming the main emporium of the fur-trade;
but since that traffic has been extended into the
more remote regions of America, Montreal was
found a much more convenient station, and has ab-
sorbed it almost entirely. The town, in 1825, con-
tained 2453 inhabitants, and was supposed, in 1831,
to have increased to about 4000.

The rural districts of Trois Riviéres, so far as
they lie northward of the St. Lawrence, form a con-
tinuation of the same kind of territory, already de-
scribed as stretching from Quebec, and in general
flatter, and capable of more uniform cultivation.
To the westward, especiallty in ascending the river,
it ents a succession of flourishing settlements
and gay villages, occurring every eight or nine miles,

The district of Montreal, if not the most exten-
sive in Lower Canada, is at least that which con-
tains the greatest proportion of valuable land.
Commencing at the western boundary of Trois Ri-
vidres, it extends along the St. Lawrence, but in
that direction terminates where Upper Canada be-
gins, not far above the capital. It shoots, however,
a long branch up the Ottaws, embracing all the
northem bank of that river, till it is bounded, along
with the lower province, by Lake Temiscaming.*

Montreal, the chief town in this district, though
not ranking as a capital, is equal to Quebec in
magnitude, and superior in commercial importance.
Its greatness is likely to increase, from its favour-
able situation and the growing prosperity of Upper
Canada, of which, as being the highest point of the
8t. Lawrence to which vessels of the first class
can ascend, it must always continue the emporium.

+ Bouchetts, vol. i., p. 209. Evans, Treatise on the Theory
and Practice of Agriculture in Canada (Supplement, 1836), p.
0. Reports of Canada Commissioners (February, 1837), Ap-
pendix to ,p. 3.
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did, and is, in fact, superior to any other in British
America. Its style is a species of Gothic; it is 256
feet six inches 1n length, and 134 feet six inches
in breadth. The flanks rise sixty-one feet above
the terrace; and there are six towers, of which the
three belonging to the main front are 220 feet high.
It is faced with excellent stone, and roofed with tin.
‘The principal window is sixty-four feet in height,
and tEil.:ty-two broad. On the roof has been formed
a promenade -seventy-six feet by twenty, elevated
190 feet, and commanding a most delightful view.
The interior contains 1244 pews, equal to the ac-
commodation of at least 10,000 persons.

The harbour of Montreal does not seem to have
received all the attention which its importance mer-
its. It is somewhat confined, and has no wharfage,
though close to the bank in front of the town is a
depth of fifteen feet, sufficient for the largest vessels
which ascend to this point. Its chief disadvantage
consists in two shoals, and in the rapid of St. Mary’s,
about a mile below, which vessels often find it dif-
fScult to stem. Important improvements are now
contemplated, and a grant for the purpose has even
been voted by the legislature.

In considering the rural districts of Montreal, so
far as they extend northward of the St. Lawrence,
we shall begin with the tract reaching down to the
province of Trois Riviéres. It presents an aspect
similar to that of the whole coast from Quebee, but
still more level, and also more fertile and populous.
It forms one uninterrupted succession of flourishing
settlements, with villages on a larger scale than in
the lower districts.*

The portion of Montreal district on the St. Law-
rence extends to Pointe au Baudet, fifty-five miles
above the capital, where it meets the boundary of
Upper Canada. This tract, between the St. Law-

+ Bouchette, vol. i, p. 209-211, 232, 233,
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¢toinpared with the St. Lawrence in grandeur; but
in picturesque beauty few tracts cain surpass this
lovely plain, covered with fruitful fields, luxuriant
meadows, smiling villages, and variegated by tow-
ering peaks. The soil throughout is generally of
such exuberant fertility, that it bears the appellation
of the granary of Lower Canada.

The portion of this southern district which belongs
to Trois Riviéres is watered by fine rivers. The
8t. Francis, from a lake of the same name, flows
due north, and, after traversing many fruitful dis-
tricts, falls into Lake St. Peter. The Nicolet falls
into the St. Lawrence, a short distance above Trois
Riviéres, and supplies the means of a great inter-
course with that place. The Be¢ancour has falls,
said to be nearly equal in beauty to those most ad-
mired in Lower Canada. Though this district is al-
most entirely rural, there are villages near the
mouths of the rivers ; nome, however, of much con-
sequence.* '

'he whole tract along the St. Lawrence and the
Richelieu, extending inward from the bank eight or
ten miles, has been granted in seigniories, formed
into concessions, and cultivated to a considerable ex-~
tent, though many tracts in the rear still remain cov-
ered by the original forests. But a large territory in
the interior, reaching to the American frontier, and
situated along the smaller rivers, had totally escaped
the attention of these original colonists; though,
notwithstanding occasional swamps, it forms one of
the finest portions of Lower Canda. Instead of the
flat plain which borders the great rivers, it presents
an undulating surface, finely wooded and diversified
by numerous streamlets, which render it particularly
well adapted to pasturage. 'Phe climate is some-
what milder than in the vicinity of Montreal, while
it has the advantage of being healthy, and altogether

* Bouchette, vol. i, p. 299-306, 350. Commissioners’ Re-
por?, A ; t0 General, p. 1, 2.

or. 1.—,
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liage, varied and contrasted by the white foam of
the cataracts, groduces the most striking effects.
These are heightened by the deep and hollow sound
of the waters, and the clouds of spray, which, when
illamined by the sun, exhibit the most brilliant vari-
ety of prismatic colours. A succession of rapids
for some space upward displays a continuation of
the same bold and beautiful scenery.

For a considerable space below the Chaudiére,
the shores of the St. Lawrence continue fine and
well cultivated. The river Du Sud, in particular,
about thirty-five miles from Quebec, traverses a
plain so level and fruitful as almost to dispute with
the Richelieu the fame of being the granary of Low-
er Canada. About ninety miles below Quebec, Ka-
mouraska, the most frequented watering-place in
Canada, has risen to great importance. Visiters are
attracted by the salubrity of the air and the fine
scenery.

Below Kamouraska, the country is diversified
more abrupt eminences, while population and cui-
ture become more limited.

The least improved portion of this section of Low-
er Canada is the district of Gaspé. It forms an ex-
tensive peninsula, having on the north the river, and
on the east the gulf, of St. Lawrence : on the south,
the Bay of Chaleur, penetrating deeply into the land,
separates it from New Brunswick.  Gaspé, having
thus a circuit of about 350 miles of coast, enjoys a.
favourable position for fishery, which has hitherto
been the chief employment of its inhabitants. The
fishery is chiefly of cod, carried on by open boats,
with the aid of a fow larger vessels. Since 1815,
the timber trade has become an important resource.

Having thus taken a general survey of Lower
Canada, we proceed to speak of the Upper Province.
Upper Canada comprehends an extensive range of
territory, considered till lately a mere appendage to
the Lower Province, but now fast rivalling it in
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ment, about eighteen miles northward of Lake Bal-
sam, becomes connected with a somewhat loftier
range, which continues in nearly the same direction
beyond Lakes Huron and Superior, till it joins the
mountainous frontier of the Hudson’s Bay territory.
The other ridge begins near the eastern extremity
of Ontario, to which it runs nearly parallel, and pro-
ceeds in the same direction to a point about twenty-
four miles northwest from Toronto, where it sep-
arates the tributaries of that lake from those of Hu-
ron. It now turnsto the southeast, and, running be-
tween Ontario and Erie, crosses the Niagara, form-
ing its stupendous falls, and terminating on the
Genesee, in the United States territory. Although
no part of it can aspire to the appellation of mount-
ain, it has a more sensible elevation than the former
ridge, and even rises into some bold heights.

‘The whole of this territory is estimated to con-
tain about 141,000 square miles, or nearly three
times the extent of England. The only portion,
however, that is yet surveyed or at all settled, is
that bounded by the eastern coast of Lake Huron,
and a line drawn thence to the Ottawa. This is
estimated by M. Bouchette to contain about 33,000
square miles, or 21,000,000 acres.*

. Upper Canada, down to the period when it was
conquered by Britain, was in a very wild and unre-
claimed condition. With the exception of the small
location on the banks of the Detroit, it contained
only detached posts at great distances, formed for
military defence and the prosecution of the fur-trade.
After the peace of 1763, when the possession of it
was confirmed to this country, a proclamation was
issued, fixing allotments of land to reduced officers
and discharged soldiers. These grants, however,
appear to have been sought chiefly in the vicin-
ity of the capitals and cultivated districts, and to

+ Bouchstte, vol. i, p. 64-71.
E2
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portance, that, when Mr. Pitt determined to bestow
a constitution on the colony, he formed this part
into a separate government, giving to it the name
of Upper, and to the early settled-districts that
of Lower Canada. The .former was not suppo-
sed, after all, to contain at that time above 10,000
inhabitants. General Simcoe, however, in 1794,
founded the town of York, which was fixed on as
the seat of gavernment, and made the most strenu-
ous efforts to encourage colonists to settle in the
neighbourhood. They came in considerable num-
bers, though chiefly from the United States. It
was not till 1803 that, through the exertions of Col-
onel Talbot, emigration from Britain was com-
menced on any large scale. The result of these
measures was, that in 1811 the country was found
to contain about 9623 persons paying taxes. By a
careful examination in regard to the most populous
- township, Mr. Gourlay estimated the tax-payers at
one eighth of the entire population, which, on this
principle, must have amounted to about 77,000. A
vast additional impulse, however, was given at the
close of the last war, in consequence of the low. rate
of profit and wages, and the difficulty of finding em-
loyment at home. The attention, first of the la-
uring, then of the middling class, and finally of
the government, was thus forcibly drawn to the re-
lief which might be obtained by removal to a new
country, where the means of subsistence were abun-
dant. These motives have attracted a continued
succession of emigrants, both individually and in
bodies, by whom the population of the province has
been most r:'ﬁidly augmented. In 1824, a series
of returns, called for by Parliament, showed the
number to be 151,097. In 1828 a similar census
roduced 185,526. At the end of 1832 the amount
ad risen to 296,000, and in 1835 to 336,000. It may
be observed, too, that these returns are understood
to be extremely defective, and the omissions numet-

’
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Lonsiderable tracts are light and sandy, but few so
much 80 as to be absolutely barren. The produc-
tiveness of the country appears to be chiefly inter-
rupted by swamps, which cover a large space, both
in the most eastern and most western districts.*

Upper Canada is divided into eleven districts, sub-
divided into twenty-six counties and six ridings,
which altogether comprise 277 townships. In de-
scribing this province, we shall follow the example
of M. Bouchette, in dividing it into three great por-
tions, the Eastern, the Central, and the Western.
‘We must nevertheless dissent from him so far as to
sstach the Midland District to the central part,
where it appears to us clearly placed by nature.
The eastern division will then contain the territory
between the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa ; the cen-
tral will have its base on Lake Ontario, and extend
north towards the latter of these rivers, without,
however, at all approaching it as to actual settle-
ment. The western division composes an extensive

eninsula, nearly enclosed by Ontario, Erie, St.
Clair, and Huron, and the channels by which these
lakes are connected.

The eastern division, then, consists of four dis-
tricts : Eastern and Johnstown on the St. Lawrence,
Ottawa and Bathurst on the Ottawa. In comprised
in 1835 a population of 87,380. It is well watered,
not only by the two great rivers, but by several im-

rtant tributaries, of which the largest fall into the

tawa. The Petite Nation, rising only about five
miles from the St. Lawrence, near Johnstown, trav-
erses the territory in a line nearly due northeast.
The Rideau, the Mississippi (quite distinct from the
great central river of that name), and the Madawaska,
rise in the Midland District, and flow in an easterly
direction till they reach the Ottawa. The only im-

+ Gourlay’s Statistical View of Upper Canada, vol. ii., p. 8-
14, 139, 170, 222. Bouchette, vol. i, p. 76, 88, 89, 108-110, 237.
Martin, p. 297, 208.
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the direction of the stream, becomes more and more
distant, every trace of setllement disappears amid
one vast and pathless forest. This forms by far the
most extensive part of Upper Canada, and from its
abundance of fertile land is extremely valuable. Till
of late, however, it was the least occupied, being
nowhere cultivated but in the vicinity of the govern-
ment stations. The eastern was nearer to Lower
Canada, while the western possessed great facilities
for the fur-trade, with which view chiefly this upper
quarter was in early times resorted to. But the tide
of immigration which has lately flowed into Canada
has directed itself, in a great degree, towards this
central district. It was found more fruitful and much
less occupied than the eastern, while it has a near-
er market for its agricultural produce than the west-
ern. Its increase, accordingly, within the last fif-
teen years, has been astonishing. The population
in 1817 is estimated by Mr. Gourlay at 27,753 ; in
1824 it had risen to 53,600; in 1832 to 115,504 ; and
in 1835 to 124,473. It is watered by the Moira,
Trent, and other rivers of some magnitude. This
last is connected with a chain of important lakes,
at the head of which is the large one named Simcoe.
These waters afford considerable accommodation to
the colonists; though they flow from too short a
distance to afford an adequate conveyance if culti-
vation were to stretch much farther northward.*

Kingston, in the county of Frontenac, in the Mid-
land District, was the original capital of Upper Can-
ada, and, even after the transference of the seat of

overnment to Toronto, continued the most flourish-
ing, till the agricultural colonies formed in the west
gave to the latter the pre-eminence. It is advan-
tageously built on the site of Fort Frontenac, at the
junction of the St. Lawrence with Lake Ontario ; a
position which has raised it to considerable impor-

* Bouchette, vol. i., p. 108. Gourlay, vol. ii., p. 464, 469, 497.
Tables, 1832, p. 9.
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such advantages of soil, climate, and situation as ren-
ders it fully equal to them in value and importance.
It consists of along irregular peninsula, enclosed by
successive portions of the great lake and river chain
of Canada. This boundary, beginuning with the west-
ern shore of Lake Ontario, is continued by the Niag-
ara channel, Lake Erie, the Detroit, Lake and Riv-
er St. Clair, and the southern and part of the eastern
shore of Lake Huron. It terminatesa little beyond
Goderich, whence, stretching across to Lake Onta-
rio, it is met by the Home District and the Indian
territory. Its surface is singularly level, scarcely
containing any eminence that deserves to be called
a hill, except in the ridge already described as run-
ning in a circuitous line from the neighbourhood of
Toronto to Niagara. Even its heights seldom ex-
ceed 100, and never 350 feet. Besides that no part
is very distant from the grand line of water-commu-
nication, several fine rivers traverse the interior.
The most considerable is the Thames, which, rising
in the London District, and running westward about
150 miles through a fine country, falls into Lake St.
Clair. It is navigable for large vessels to Chatham,
fifteen miles up, and for boats nearly to its source.
Parallel to it on the north, though with a shorter
course of not more than 100 miles, is Big Bear Creek,
which throws itself into one of the branches of the
river St. Clair. Next to the Thames in magnitude
is the Ouse, rising in the Home District, and flow-
ing in an opposite direction southeast, till, by a very
serpentine course, it reaches Lake Erie. Itis navi-

le for schooners about twenty-five miles above
its mouth, and considerably higher for boats. The
Welland or Chippeway, nearly parallel to it, runs
into the Niagara after a course of only fifty miles;
but this river has become important on account of
the canal cut from it to Ontario on one side and Erie
onvthe cithe;: which has obviated those obstructiens

oL, I.—
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grant of 100,000 acres, on condition of locating a
settler upon every 200; which condition he has
successfully fulfilled. From these causes the pop-
ulation in 1817 had attained to the estimated number
of 34,927, which in 1824 had risen to 55,200, in 1839
10 101,605, and in 1835, to 124,628.*
This part of Canada is divided into four districts :
Gore, London, Niagarg, and Western.
‘With respect to climate, Canada exhibits, in many
iculars, a striking dissimilarity to Europe. In
the first place, the temperature is much lower under
the same latitude ; and this remark applies to the
whole of North America. Thus Quebec, in 460
49’ N., has also the same latitude with Nantes in
47° 13, Yet the mean annual temperature of the
formeris 41°74°; of the latter, 54-68°, a difference of
nearly 13°. Edinburgh and Copenhagen, though
more than 9° farther north than Quebec, exceed it in
mean annual heat, the one by 6°, the other by 4°.}
The next distinction is the great difference in the
temperature of winter and summer; the cold of the
one and the heat of the other being much more in-
tense than in those countries where the annual mean
is the same. While the medium temperature of
winter at Nantes is about 40°46°, at Quebec it is
14-18°; but that of summer is nearly identical; at
the first 68'54°, at the second 68:00°. Nay, the
mean of the hottest month, which at Nantes is
70°52°, at Quebec is 73.40°0. The summer of this
last, when compared to that of Edinburgh, is almost
" tropical, exceeding it by ten degrees, and in the hot-
test month by fourteen. Even in London the heat
rarely attains 83°; whereas in Canada, during July,
it rises occasionally 20° higher.] These great

#* Bouchette, vol. ii., p. 108, 92-96, Gourlay, vol. ii.,, p. 299,
857, 406, 455. Picken, p. 177. °

+ See Table by Professor Jamieson, in Murray’s Encyclop=-
dia of Geography, p. 164.

$ Bouchette, vol, i., p. 337.
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more especially thunder and lightning, peculiarly
violent. .

The order of the seasons also varies materially
from that which prevails in Europe. The absence
of spring is generally incident to climates where the
winter is very long and severe. The moderate heat
of the advancing season appears absorbed in the

- process of converting the snow and ice into a liquid
state, and can thus act only imperfectly upon the
atmosphere. By the time this change is accom-
plished, the sun’s rays have become powerful, and
the summer is established. Scarcely is the ground
cleared of snow when vegetation breaks forth, not
gradually, as with us, but with almost preternatural
rapidity. The months of June, July, and August
are intensely hot, and bring all the crops to a speedy
maturity. Autumn, which, according to some wri-
ters, does not exist in America, is described by oth-
ers as the most agreeable of all the seasons. 1In
September and October the days are warm, but the
mornings and evenings cool and agreeable ; and the
foliage, assuming the varied autumnal tints, presents
an enchanting picture. In November, when frost
is about to set in, a grateful interval usually occurs
of whatis termed the Indian summer. A delightful
warmth is then felt through the air, while a thin
and beautiful haze covers the face of nature.* No
rational account appears to have been yet given of
this phenomenon ; for the Canadian theory, that it is
produced by the smoke of distant prairies fired by
the Indians, is unworthy of refutation. We cannot
help suggesting, that all the waters, here so abun-
dant, are then undergoing the process of conversion
from a fluid into a solid form; in the course of
which they must necessarily give out in large quan-
tities the caloric which held them in a state of fluid-

+ Bouchette, vol. i, p. 339, 340-344. M‘Gregor, vol. i, p.
123-135. Howison, p. 543-245. Gourlay, vol. 1., p. 141-144.

Darby, p. 421-431.
F3
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The action of the climate upon agricultural pro-
ductions is more favourable in these countries than
in others which have the same mean tempera-
ture. The intense heat even of the short summer

- ripens corn and fruits which will not thrive in re-
gions where the same warmth is more equally dis-
tributed throughout the year. Thus Quebec agrees
in mean annual temperature with Christiania; yet
wheat, scarcely ever attempted in Norway, is the
staple of Lower Canada. The up%er province near-
ly coincides with the north of England; yet the
grape, the peach, and the melon come to as much
perfection as in their native soil.* Even rice is found
growing wild.t In this respect British America
seems not to fall much short of European countries
under the same latitude. Its winter-cold, at the
same time, enables it to combine the products of
the northern with those of the southern temperate
climates. By the side of the fruits above mention-
ed flourish the strawberry and the raspberry ;} while
the evergreen pines are copiously intermingled with
the oak, the elm, and others of ampler foliage. The
woods are filled with the rich fur-bearing animals that
belong to an arctic climate. The only difficulty is
found with such agricultural productions as, under
milder skies, are improved by wintering in the soil.
Autumn wheat, for example, has not yet succeeded
in Lower Canada; and several of the more delicate
artificial grasses have failed. The farmer likewise
suffers inconvenience from the short interval in
which all his operations of sowing, reaping, and

# Our author is certainly under a mistake here. Altho:dg::
these fruits will grow, and sometimes mature in Upper Canada,
they are always very inferior in size and flavour to those pro-
duced in more southern latitudes.—Am. Ed.

1 This is believed to be a different plant, however, from that
usually cultivated for its grain. Perhaps the oryzopsis of botany,
or plant resembling rice.—Am. Ed.

Bouchette, vol. i., p. 336, Backwoods, p. 143, 144,
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receiving néarly all the waters from the north side
of the one range and the south side of the other.
The British, as their boundary, claim the most south-
erly, the Americans the most northerly of these two
lines. Let us see how these claims will agree with'
the terms of the treaty.

‘The British boundary clearly fulfils one condition ;
all the rivers on its southern side fall into the At-
lantic. But on the northern it entirely fails, for
there they all flow into the St. John, and not one
drop reaches the St. Lawrence. Here, then, we
cannot but own a want of coincidence with the lit-
eral terms of the convention. Bouchette does not
deny this, and allows * that the letter of the treaty
of 1783 has described a boundary which the physi-
cal and hydrographical divisions of the country to
be divided rendered it utterly impossible substan-
tially to establish.” He contends, however, that
its professed design of contemplating “ reciprocal
advantages and mutual convenienee,” and of pro-
ceeding upon * principles of liberal equity and reci-
procity,” clearly decides the point in favour of Brit-
ain. These, however, are very vague grounds on
which to determine a matter of fact; and, besides,
we do not very distinctly see their bearing in our
favour. No doubt it would be advantageous and
convenient for Britain to get the whole of this ter-
ritory ; but we cannot expect that the Americans
will see the reciprocal benefit of their losing the
whole. They, on the contrary, maintain that their
boundary is strictly and literally conformable to the
terms of the treaty. The rivers on one side of it
undoubtedly flow into the St. Lawrence, while on
the other they reach the St. John ; which last falls
into the Bay of Fundy, and that bay communicates
with the Atlantic.* This, they pretend, is equiva-
leat to the original rivers falling directly into the

* Some of them fall into the Ristigouche, and thence o
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an entirely new boundary of his own contrivance.
He had produced, the{‘ said, not an interpretation,
but a compromise. his is no doubt true; yet,
agreeing with his majesty, that the treaty cannot be
intelligibly interpreted, or dpossibly acted upon,
and that the affair can be adjusted only by mutual
concession, we cannot help thinking that the expe-
dient proposed was deserving of a favourable con-
sideration. The St. John divides the territory into
two not very unequal portions; the possession of
the northern bank would secure to Britain the com-
munication between New Brunswick and Canada,
and prevent the frontier of the United States from
encroaching too close on the St. Lawrence. A wa-
ter boundary, where it can be procured, is usually
preferred as the most precise and defensible; and
it is very probable that in this case it would have
been adopted by the negotiators in 1783, had the
not been wholly ignorant of its existence. At aﬁ
events, it is extremely desirable that some adjust-
ment should take place as speedily as possible, be-
fore the increasing importance of the land shall ren-
der it a subject of serious dissension between two
great nations.* t

* Bouchette, vol. i., p. 18-22, 489-498, M‘Gregor, vol. i, p.

140.

+ With regard to the territory in dispute, it is certain that
the condition of the treaty of 1783, referring to streams flowing
northerly into the St. Lawrence, can be satisfied in no other
way than by assuming that the highlands claimed by the United
States are those intended by that treaty. But then, it is requi-
red, by a second condition in the same treaty, that the streams
running southerly from the designated highlands shall flow into
the Atlantic Ocean ; and here the British cabinet contends that
this latter condition completely fails; inasmuch as the waters
of these streams, that is, the St. John and its tributaries, have
their outlet in the Bay of Fundx. which, say they, cannot be
considered as satis&i:g the condition that they shall flow into
the Atlantic. On this they proceed to set up a very different
claim of their own : preten ms that certain other highlands, ly-
ing south of the St. John’s the disputed territority, are the
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CHAPTER II.

The Native Indians inhabiting Canada and its Bor-
ders.

Peculiar Condition of those Tribes.—Their Physical Character.
~Form—Colour—Hair and Beard—Bodily Strength.— Dress.
~—Orpaments.—Painting and Tattooing of the Skin.—Modes
of Subsistence.~Hunting.—Cultivation.—Food.—Houses.—
Canoes.—Spirit of Independence.—Internal Order.—Marria-
ges.—Rearing of Children.—Intellectual Character.—Orato-
ry.—8Style of Composition.—Religious Ideas.—Importance at-
tached to Dreams.—The Manitou.—Ideas of a Future State.
—Reverence for the Dead.—Ceremonies of Interment.—Su-

rstitious Modes of curing the Sick.—Indian Wars.—Their
ﬁotivea.—-Prepamtiona.—March.—-Modes of attacking and
surprising the Enemy.—Return.—Treatment of Prisoners ;
Tortures ; Adoption.—Treaties.—Indian Amusements—Mu-
sic—Dancing—Smoking—Games.—Different Tribes inhabit-
ing Canada and its Borders.

Awmone the intellectual advantages derived from
the discovery of America, perhaps the most impor-
tant was the opening of a new page in the history
of man; for he was there presented under an as-
pect never before viewed by the sages either of the
ancient or modern world. The rudest form under
which they had observed the human being was that
called barbarous; and among the Greeks and Ro-
mans, the Scythians were received as representing
the man of nature. But, though comparatively rude,
that people had already made a considerable prog-
ress in the arts. They had reached the pastoral
state, possessed numerous flocks and herds; and
were united in large bodies under hereditary chiefs.
The modern Europeans, again, have records of a
time when they themselves were little removed
from a similar conditioné of which examples atill
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Iar variety of the human species, differing, though
not very widely, from the Mongolian. Believing,
as we do, that the New World was peopled from
the Old, and considering that the Mongol race was
situated nearest to the point where Asia and America
come almost into contact, we incline to ascribe these
variations merely to a change of outward circum-
stances. The face is broad and flat, with high
cheek-bones ; more rounded and arched, however,
than in the allied type, without having the visage
expanded to the same breadth. The forehead is
generally low; the eyes deep, small, and black ; the
nose rather diminutive, but prominent, with wide
nostrils ; and the mouth large, with somewhat thick
lips. The stature, which varies remarkably through-
out the Continent, is, in the quarter of which we
treat, generally above the middle size. This prop-
erty, however, is confined to the men, the females
being usually below that standard, a fact which may
be confidently ascribed to the oppressive drudgerg
they are compelled to undergo. The limbs, in bot
sexes, are well proportioned ; and few instances of
deformity ever occur.*

The colour of the skin in the Indian is generally
described as red or copper-coloured; or, according
to Mr. Lawrence’s more precise definition, it is “an
obscure orange or rusty iron colour, not unlike the
bark of the cinnamon-tree.” Although we believe
that climate is the chief cause of the diversities in
human colour, yet it is certain that all savages are
dark-tinted. This peculiarity may be accounted for
by their constant exposure to the inclemency of the
seasons, to sun, air, and tempests; and the same
cause in civilized countries produces a similar effect
on sailors, as well as on those who work constantly

+ Lawrence’s Lectures on Physiology, Zoology, and the

Nataral History of Man (12mo, London, 1834), p. 365. Adair’s

of the American Indians (4to, London, 1775), p. 5, 6.

‘Weld’s Travels in North America and Canada (Ato, on
1799), p. 375-377,
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The hair is another particular in which the races
of mankind remarkably differ. The ruder classes
are generally defective, either in the abundance or

uality of that graceful appendage; and the hair of
the American Indians, like that of their allied type
the Mongols, is coarse, black, thin, but strong, and
growing to a great length. Like the latter, also, by
a curious coincidence, most of them remove it from
every part of the head, with the exception of a‘tuft
on the crown, which they cherish with much care.
The circumstance, however, which has excited the
greatest attention, is the absence of beard, appa-
rently entire, among all the people of the New
‘World. The early travellers viewed it as a natural
deficiency ; whence Robertson and other eminent
writers have even inferred the existence of some-
thing peculiarly feeble in their whole frame. But
the assertion, with all the inferences founded upon
it, so far as relates to the North American tribes,
has been completely refuted by recent observation.’
The original growth has been found nearly, if not
wholly, as ample as that of Europeans; but the
moment it appears, every trace is studiously oblit-
erated. This is effected by the aged females, ori-
ginally with a species of ‘clam-shell, but now by
means of spiral pieces of brass-wire supplied by the
traders. With these an old squaw will in a few
minutes reduce the chin to a state of complete
smoothness ; and slight applications during the year
clear away such straggling hairs as may happen to
sprout. It is only among old men, who become
careless of their appearance, that the beard begins
to be perceptible. A late English traveller strongly
recommends to his countrymen a practice which,
though scarcely accordant with our ideas of manly

wels to the Equinoctial Regions of the New Continent (9 vols.
8vo, London, 1819), vol. iii., p. 223. Adair, p. 3. Weld, p. 375.
Cherlevoix’s Journal of a Voyage to North America (2 vols. 8vo,
London, 1761), vol. ii., p. 90. G3
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versaries, when overcome in war, and fleeing before
them on swift horses, have, after a long chase, been
overtaken and scalped.*

Having thus given a view of the persons of the
Indians, we may proceed to consider the manner in
which they are clothed and ornamented. This last
object might have been expected to be a very sec-
oundary one, among tribes whose means of subsist-
ence are so scanty and precarious; but, so far is this
from being the case, that there is scarcely any pur-
suit which occupies so much of their time and re-

They have availed themselves of European
intercourse to procure each a small mirror, in which,
from time to time, they view their personal decora-
tions, taking care that everything shall be in the
most perfect order. Embellishment, however, is
not much expended on actual clothing, which is sim-

le, and chiefly arranged with a view to convenience.
fnstead of shoes, they wear what are termed moc-
casins, consisting of one strip of soft leather wrap-
ped round the foot, and fastened in front and behind.
Europeans, walking over hard roads, soon knock
these to pieces; but the Indian, tripping over snow
or grass, finds them a light and agreeable ckaussure.
Upward to the middle of the thigh, a piece of leath-
er or cloth, tightly fitted to the limb, serves instead
of pantaloons, stockings, and boots ; it is sometimes
sewed on so close as never to be taken off. To a
string or girdle round the waist are fastened two
aprons, one before and the other at the back, each
somewhat more than a foot square; and these are
connected by a pieceof cloth like a truss, often used
also as a capacious pocket. The use of breeches
they have always repelled with contempt, as cum-
brous and effeminate. As an article of female dress,
they would consider them less objectionable; but

*+ Lawrence, p. 253. Weld, p. 388, 389. Long’s Voyages
and Travels of an Indian Interpreter and Trader (4to, London,
1791), p. 36.
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his person with certain glittering aplf:ndages. Be-
fore the arrival of Europeans, shells and feathers
took the lead; but, since that period, these com-
modities have been nearly supplanted by beads,
rings, bracelets, and similar toys, which are inserted
rofusely into various parts of his apparel, particu-
y the little apron in front. The chiefs usually
wear a breastplate ornamented with them; and
among all classes it is an object of the greatest am-
bition to have the largest possible number suspend-
edfromtheear. That organ, therefore, is not bored,
but slit to such an extent that a stick of wax ma
be passed through the aperture, which is then load-
ed with all the bawbles that can be mustered ; and
if the weight of these gradually draw down the
yielding flap till it rest on the shoulder, and the or-
naments themselves cover the breast, the Indian has
reached his utmost height of finery. This, howev-
er, is a precarious splendour; the ear becomes more
and more unfit to support the burden, when at length
some accident, the branch of a tree, or evena twitch
by a waggish comrade, lays at his feet all his deco-
rations, with the portion of flesh to which they
were attached. Weld saw very few who had pre.
served this organ entire through life. The adjust-
ment of the hair, again, is an object of especial
study. As already observed, the greater part is
generally eradicated, leaving only a tuft, varying in
shape and place, according to taste and national cus-
tom, but usually encircling the crown. This lock
is stuck full of feathers, wings of birds, shells, and
every kind of fantastic ornament. The women
wear theirs long and flowing, and contrive to collect
a considerable number of ornaments for it, as well
as for their ears and dress.*
But it is upon his skin that the American war-
rior chiefly lavishes his powers of embellishment.

* Creuxius, J;."&. Charlevoix, vol. ii, p. 119, 120. Weld,
p- 381-383. Adair, p. 171 K
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‘The means of procuring subsistence must alwaya
form an important branch of national economy,
‘Writers take a superficial view of savage life, and,
seeing how scanty the articles of food are, while
the demand is necessarily urgent, have assumed
that the efforts to.attain them must absorb his whole
mind, and scarcely leave room for any other thought.
Bat, on the contrary, these are to him very sub<
ordinate objects. To perform a round of daily la«
bour, even though ensuring the most ample provision

for his wants, would be equally contrary te his in~ -

clination and supposed dignity. He will not deign
to follow any pursuit which does not, at the same
time, include enterprise, adventure, and excitement.
Huntinf, which the higher classes in the civilized
rts of the world pursue for mere recreation, is al-
most the only ocoupation considered of sufficient
importanee to engage his attention. It is peculiarly
enggared by its resemblance to war, being carried
on with the same weapons, and nearly in the same
manner. In his native state, the arrow was the
favourite and almost exclusive instrument for assail-
ing distant objects ; but now the gun has nearly su-
perseded it. The great hunts are rendered more ani-
mating, as well as more effeetual, from being carried
on in large parties, and even by whole tribes. The
men are prepared for these by fasting, dreaming,
and other superstitious observances, similar to those
which we shall find employed in anticipation of war.
In such expeditions, too, contrivance and skill, as
well as boldness and enterprise, are largely em-
ployed. Sometimes a circle is formed, when all
the animals surrounded by it are pressed closer and
closer, till they are eollected in the centre, and fall
under the accumulated weight of weapons. On
other oecasions they are driven to the margin of a
lake or river, in which, if they attempt to seek ref~
, canoes are ready to intercept them. Else-
I:5;31-«3 a space is enclosed by stakes, only a narsow
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Of the animals usually tamed and rendered sub-
servient to useful purposes, the Indians have only
the dog, that faithful friend of man. Though his
services in hunting are valuable, he is treated with
but littfe tenderness, and is left to roam about the
dwelling, very sparingly supplied with food and
shelter. A missionary, who resided in a Huron vil-
lage, re})resents his life as having been rendered
miserable by these animals. At night they laid
themselves on his person for the benefit of the
warmth ; and, whenever his scanty meal was set
down, their snouts were always first in the dish.
Dog's flesh is eaten, and has even a peculiar sanctity
attached to it. On all solemn festivals it is the
principal meat, the use of which, on such occasions,
seems to import some high and mysterious meaning.

But, besides the cheering avocations of the chase,
other means must be used to ensure the comfort and
subsistence of the Indian’s family; all of which,
however, are most ungenerously devolved upon the
weaker sex. Women, according to Creuxius, serve
them as domestics, as tailors, as peasants, and as
oxen; and Long does not conceive that any other

ses of their existence are recognised, except
those of bearing children and performing hard wor
They till the ground, carry wood and water, build
huts, make canoes, and fish; in which latter pro-
cesses, however, and in réaping the harvest, tlt)leir
lords deign to give occasional aid. So habituated
are they to such occupations, that when one of them
saw a party of English soldiers collecting wood, she
exclaimed that it was a shame to see men doing
women’s work, and began herself to carry a load.*

Through the services of this enslaved portion of

London, 1828), vol. i, p. 260-279. Carver’s Travels through
% Interior Parts of North America (8vo, London, 1778), p.

-290.  Long, p. 96. -
» COIden’all‘gatoryof the Five Nations (2 vols. 12mo, London,
1758 volI i, p 7,14, Creuxius, p. 57. ) . 137, 128,
or. 1—.
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kind of unleavtel::aod :naﬁ But the most favo‘prite
paration is that ¢ sagamily, a species 0|

ormed after it has been roosted{ bruised, and s?,'f
arated from the husk. It is insipid by itself; yet
when thrown into the pot, along with' the produce
of the chase, it enriches the soup or stew, one of
the principal dishes at their feasts. They never eat
wvictuals raw, but rather overboiled ; nor have they
yet been bronfht to endure French ragouts, salt,
pepper, or, indeed, any species of condiment. A
chief, admitted to the governor’s table, seeing the
general use of mustard, was led by curiosity to take
a spoonful and put it into his mouth. On feeling
its violent effects, he made incredible efforts to con-
ceal them, and escape the ridicule of the company ;
but severe sneezings, and the tears starting from
his eyes, soon betrayed him, and raised a general

h. He was then shown the manner in which it
should be used ; but nothing could ever induce him
to allow the “boiling yellow,” as he termed it, to
enter his lips.

The Indians are capable of extraordinary absti-
nence from food, in which they can persevere for suc-
cessive days without complaint or apparent suffering.
They even take a pride in long- fasts, by which they
usually ,8"9"9 themselves for any great underta-
king. Yet, when once set down to a feast, .their
gluttony is described as enormous, and the capacity
of their stomachs almost incredible. They will go
from feast to feast, doing honour to each in succes-
sion. The chief giving the entertainment does not
partake, but with his own hands distributes portions
amoni the guests. On solemn occasions, it is a
rule that everything shall be eaten; nor does this
obligation seem to be felt as either burdensome or
unpleasant. In their native state, they were not
acquainted with any species of intoxicating liquors ;
their love of ardent spirits, attended with so many
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even by the Saukies in the west, whose mansions
Carver describes as constructed of well-hewn planks,
neatly jointed, and each capable of containing sev-
oral families.

In their expeditions, whether for war or hunting,
which often lead them through desolate forests, sev-
eral hundred miles from home, the Indians have the
art of rearing, with great expedition, temporary
abodes. On arriving at their evening station, a few
poles, meeting at the top in the form of a cone, are.
1n half anhour covered with bark ; and having spread
a few pine-branches within by way of mattress, they
sleep as soundly as on beds of down. Like the
Esquimaux, they also understand how to convert
snow into a material for building ; and find it in the

th of winter the warmest and most comfortable.
A few twigs platted together secure the roof. Our
own countrymen, in their several campaigns, have,
in cases of necessity, used with advantage this spe-
cies of bivouac.

The furniture in these native huts is exceedingly
simple. The chief articles are two or three pots
or kettles for boiling their food, with a few wooden
plates and spoons. The former, in the absence of
metal, with which the inhabitants were unacquaint-
ed, were made of coarse earthenware that resist-
ed the fire ; and sometimes of a species of soft stone,
which could be excavated with their rude hatchets.
Nay, insome cases, their kitchen utensils were of
wood, and the water made to boil by throwing in
heated stones. Since their acquaintance with Eu-
ropeans, the superiority of iron vessels has been
found so decided, that they are now universally
proferred. The great kettle or caldron, employed
only on high festivals associated with religion,
hunting, or war, attracts even a kind of veneration;
and potent chiefs have assumed its name as their
title of honour.

Canoes, another fabricuwhich the Indians construet

9
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to the pride of European civilization to learn, that
there reigns a degree of tranquillity greater than
the strictest police can preserve with us. The In-
dians are divided into a number of little nations or
tribes, ﬁercelgo hostile to each other, but whose
members are bound among themselves by the strict-
estunion. The honourand welfare of the clan sup-
ply their ruling principle, and are cherished with an
ardour not surpassed in the most brilliant eras of
Greek and Roman patriotism. This national at-
tachment forms a social tie, linking the members to
each other, and rendering exceedingly rare, not only
deeds of violence, but even personal quarrels, and
banishing entirely that coarse and abusive language
which is so prevalent among the vulgar in more en-
lightened communities. This feeling, added to the
sentiment of dignity and self-command considered
suitable to the character of a warrior, renders their
deportment exceedinglty pleasing. They are com-
pletely free from that false shame which is termed
mauvaise honte, When seated at table with Eu-
ropeans of the highest rank, they retain the most
thorough self-possession ; and, at the same time, by
carefully observing the proceedings of the other
guests, they avoid all awkwardness in their man-
ners. Their generosity, too, in relieving each other’s
necessities, scarcely knows any bounds, and only
stops short of an ahsolute community of goods.
No member of a tribe can be in the least danger of
starving if the rest have wherewith to supply him.
Children rendered orphans by the casualties to
which savage life is subject, are immediately taken
in charge by the nearest relative, and supplied with
everything needful as abundantly as if they were
his own. Nothing gives them a more unfavourable
opinion of the French and English than to see one
¥ortion revelling in abundance, while the other suf-

fers the extremities of want; but when they are
told that, for want of these accommodations, e
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direful crimes; but at present we shall proceed with
our survey of their domestic usages. .

. Some writers have denied that there exists among
the Indians anything that can properly be termed a
matrimonial union. This, however, seems only a
prejudice, in ‘consequence of there not being any
regular ceremony, as withus. The man, it appears,
after having made an arrangement with the parent
of his bride, takes her home, and they live in every
respect as husband and wife. The mode of court-
ship among several of the tribes is singular. The
wooer, attended often by several comrades, repairs
at midnight to his fair one’s apartment, and three
times twitches hernose. If she be inclined to listen
to his suit, she rises; otherwise he must depart.
Though this visit be so very unseasonable, it is said
to be rarely accompanied with any impropriety;
the missionaries, however, did not think it right to
sanction such freedom in their converts. The pre-
liminary step is, in this manner, taken.with the lady,
but the decision still rests with the father, to whom
the suiter now applies. Long has given no unpleas-
ing specimen of the address: “ Father,I love your
daughter: will you give her to me, that the small
roots of her heart may entangle with mine, so that
the strongest wind that blows may never separate
them?” He offers, at the same time, a handsome
present, the acceptance of which is considered as
sealing the union. Considerable discrepance pre-
wvails in the descriptions, and apparently in the prac-
tice, as applied to different tribes ; yet, on the whole,
great reserve and propriety seem to mark this inter-
course. The young men of the Five Nations val-
ued themselves highly for their correct conduct
towards the other sex. Of numerous female cap-
tives who fell into their hands during a long series
of wars, though some were possessed of great per-
sonal beauty, no one had to complain that her hon-
our was exposed to the slightest danger. The girls
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he had not been a day absent. Yet his exertions
for their welfare, and the eagerness with which he
avenges their wrongs, testify that his apparent apa-
thy springs only from pride and a fancied sense of

It is equally displayed with regard .to
. his own most urgent wants. Though he may. have
been without food during several days, and enters a
neighbour’s house, nothing can make him stoop to
ask for a ‘morsel.*

The rearing (for it cannot be called the education)
of the children is chiefly arranged so that it may
cost the parents the least possible trouble in addition
to the labour of procuring their subsistence. The
father is either engrossed by war and hunting, or
resigned to total indolence; while the mother, op-

Infant in a Frame.

goued Dby various toils, cannot devote much time
the cares of nurture. The infant, therefore, being
fastened with pieces of skin to a board spread with
soft moss, is laid on the ground or suspended to the
branch of a tree, where it swings as in a cradle, an

* La Potherie Bacqueville de, Histoire de I’Amerique Sep-
temtrionale (4 tomes 12mo, Paris, 1674), vol. ii., p.22,31. Long,
p- 93, 136. Carver, p. 230-241, 367-376, 410.
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The former spends a great part of his life in arduous
enterprises, where much contrivance is requisite,
and whence he must often extricate himself by pres-
ence of mind and ingenuity. His senses, particu-
laxly those of seeing and smelling, have acquired by
ice an almost preternatural acuteness. He can

an animal or a foe by indications which to a
European eye would be wholly imperceptible ; and
in his wanderings he gathers a minute acquaintance
with the l.feogmphy of the countries which he trav-
erses. He can even draw a rude outline of them by
applyinil. mixture of charcoal and grease to pre-
pared skins, and on seeing a regular map he soon
understands its construction, and readily finds out
places. His facility in discovering the most direct
'1'1’ to spots situated at the distance of hundreds of
miles, and known perhaps only by the report of his
eountrymen, is truly astonishing. It has been as-
eribed by some to a mysterious and supernatural
fnstinct, but it appears to be achieved by merely ob-
serving the different aspect of the trees or shrubs
+when exposed to the north or the south, as also the
E)sition of the sun, which he can point out, although
idden by clouds. Even where there is a beaten
track, if at all circuitous, he strikes directly through
the woods, and reaches his destination by the

stmi%ht.est possible line.*

Other faculties of a higher order are developed by
the scenes amid which the life of savages is spent.
They are divided into a number of little communi-
ties, between which are actively carried on all the
relations of war, negotiation, treaty, and alliance.
As miﬁxty revolutions, observes an eloquent writer,
take place in these kingdoms of wood and cities of
bark, as in the most powerful civilized states. To
increase the influence and extend the possessions
of their own tribe, to humble and, if possible, to de-

* Weld, p. 301-394. Lang, p. 83. Carver, p. 241, 242.
Vor. 1.—1
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proposition is prefaced by the delivery of a belt of
wampum, of which what follows is understood to be
the explanation, and which is to be preserved as a
record of the conference. The orator does not ex-
press his proposals in words only, but gives to every
sentence its appropriate action. If he threatens
war, he wildly brandishes the tomahawk; if he
solicits alliance, he twines his arms closely with
those of the chief whom he addresses; and if he
invites friendly intercourse, he assumes all the atti-
tades of one who is forming a road in the Indian
manner, by cutting down the trees, clearing them
away, and carefully removing the leaves and branch-
es. To a French writer, who witnessed the de-
livery of a solemn embassy, it suggested the idea of
& company of actors performing on a stage. So ex-

ive are their gestures, that negotiations have
E;::s conducted and alliances concluded between
petty states and communities who understood no-
thing of one another’s language.*

The composition of the Indian orators is studied
and elaborate. The language of the Iroquois is
even held to be susceptible of an Attic elegance,
which few can attain so fully as to escape all crit-
icism. It is figurative in the highest degree, every
notion being expressed by images addressed to the
senses. Thus, to throw up the hatchet or to put
on the great caldron is to begin a war ; to throw the
hatchet to the sky is to wage open and terrible war ;
to take off the caldron or to bury the hatchet is to
make peace ; to plant the tree of peace on the high-
est mountain of the earth is to make a general paci-
fication. To throw a prisoner into the caldron is
to devote him to torture and death; to take him out,
is to pardon and receive him as a member of the
community. Ambassadors coming to propose a full
and general treaty say, “ We rend the clouds asun-

# Missions en la Nouvelle France, an 1644, p. 87-93. Carver,
p.860. Colden, vol. i., p. 169, e seg. Adair, p. 19,
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The absence among these tribes of any written or
even pictorial mode of recording events, was sup-
plied by the memories of their old men, which were
80 retentive, that a certain writer calls them living
books. Their only remembrancer consisted in the
wampum belts ; of which one was appropriated to
each division of a speech or treaty, and had seem-
ingly a powerful effect in calling it to recollection.
On the close of the transaction, these were deposit-
ed as public documents, to be drawn forth on great
occasions, when the orators, and even the old wom-
en, could repeat verbatim the passage to which each
referred. Europeans were thus enabled to collect
information concerning the revolutions of different
t‘.'na"lb‘:s, for several ages preceding their own arri-

The earliest visiters of the New-World, on see-
ing among the Indians neither priests, temples, idols,
nor sacrifices, represented them as a people wholly
destitute of religious opinions. Closer inquiry,
however, showed that a belief in the spiritual world,
however imperfect, had 2 commanding influence
over almost all their actions. Their creed includes
even some lofty and pure conceptions. Under the
title of the Great Spirit, the Master of Life, the ma-
ker of heaven and earth, they distinctly recognise a
supreme ruler of the universe and an arbiter of
their destiny. A party of them, when informed by
the missionaries of the existence of a being of in-
finite power, who had created the heavens and the
earth, with one consent exclaimed, * Atahocan! Ai-
ahocan ! that being the name of their principal dei-
ty. According to Long, the Indians among whom
he resided ascribe every event, propitious or unfor-
tunate, to the favour or anger of the Master of Life.
They address him for their daily subsistence ; they

+ Missions en la Nouvelle France, ans 1659, 1660, p. 28.
Weld, p. 380, 390. is .
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world. Among the principal nations of Canada,
the hare is thought to have attained a decided pre-
eminence ; and hence the Great Spirit and the Great
Hare are sometimes used as synonymous terms.
‘What should have raised this creature to such dis-
tinction seems rather unaccountable ; unless it were
that its extreme swiftness might appear something
:ﬁtmatunl. Among the Ottowas alone the heav-
y bodies become an object of veneration ; the
sun a?eul to rank as their supreme deity.*
To dive into the abyss of futurity has always been
a favourite object of superstition. It has been at-
tempted by various means ; but the Indian seeks it
chiefly through his dreams, which always bear with
him a'sacred character. Before engagingin any high
undertaking, especially in hunting or war, the dreams
of the principal chiefs are carefully watched and stu-
diously examined ; and according to the interpreta-
tion their conduct is guided. A whole nation has
been set in motion by the sleeping fancies of a single
man. Sometimes a person 1magines in his sleep
that he has been presented with an article of value
by another, who then cannot, without impropriety,
leave the omen unfulfilled. When Sir William John-
son, during the American war, was negotiating an
alliance with a friendly tribe, the chief confidential-
ly disolosed that, during his slumbers, he had been
voured with a vision of Sir William bestowing upon
him the rich laced coat which formed his full dress.
The fulfilment of this revelation was very inconve-
nient; yet, on being assured that it Sositively oc-
eurred, the English commander found it advisable
to resign his uniform. Soon after, however, he un-
folded to the Indian a dream with which he had him-
self been favoured, and in which the former was seen
presenting him with a large tract of fertile land most
commodiously situated. The native ruler admitted
* Adair, p. 32. La Potherie, tome ii., p. 3-8, 11, 13. Long,
p- 139. Creuxius, p. 84.
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snd by means of 2 fresh course of fasting, dreaming,
sweating, and painting, another is installed, from
whom better success may be hoped.*

'The absence of temples, worship, sacrifices, and
all the observances to which superstition prompts
the untutored mind, is a remarkable circumstance,
and, as we have already remarked, led the early vis-
iters to believe that the Indians were strangers to
all religionsideas. Yet the missionaries found room
to suspect that some of their great feasts, in which
everything presented must be eaten, bore an idola-
trous character, and were held in honour of the Great
Hare. The Ottawas, whose mythological system
soems to have been the most complicated, were wont
to keep a regular festival to celebrate the beneficence

the sun; on which occasion the luminary was
told that this service was in return for the good hunt-
ing he had procured for his people, and as an en-
couragement to persevere in his friendly cares.
‘They were also observed to erect an idol in the mid-
dle of their town, and sacrifice to it ; but such cere-
monies were by no means general. On first wit~
nessing Christian worship, the only idea suggested
by it was that of their asking some temporal good,
which was either granted or refused. The mission-
aries meation two Hurons, who arrived from the
soon after the congregation had assembled.
Standing without, they began to speculate what it
was the white men were asking, and then whether
they were getting it. As the service continued be-
yond expectation, it was concluded they were not
getting it; and as the devotional duties still pro-
coedos, th;g admired the perseverance with which
this rejected suit was urged. At length, when the
vesper hymn began, one of the savages observed to

.: Cbarlevoix, vol. ii,, p. 145, 146. La Potherie, vol. ii., p. 11,
¢ Missions en la Nouvells France, an 1635, p. 72.
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be simply a continuation of the other; and under this
impression, the arms, ornaments, and everything
that had contributed to the welfare of the deceased,
are interred along with him. This supposed assu-
rance of a future life, 80 comformable to their gross
habits and conceptions, was found by the mission-
aries a serious obstacle when they attempted to al-
lure them by the hope of a destiny, purer and high-
er indeed, but less accordant with their untutored
conceptions. Upon being told that in the promised
world they would neither hunt, eat, drink, nor mar-
ry, many of them declared that, far from endeavour-
ing to reach such an abode, they would consider
their arrival there as the greatest calamity. Men-
tion is made of a Huron girl whom one of the Chris-
tian ministers was endeavouring to instruct, and
whose first question was what she would find to
eat. The answer being “ Nothing,” she then ask-
ed what she would see ; and being informed that she
would see the Maker of heaven and earth, she ex-
pressed herself much at a loss how she should ad-
dress him.*

Another sentiment, congenial with that now de-
scribed, is most deeply rooted in the mind of the
Indians. This is reverence for the dead, with which
Chateaubriand, though somewhat hastily, considers
them more deeply imbued than any other people.f
During life they are by no means lavishin their ex-
pressions of tenderness, but on the hour of final
separation it is displayed with extraordinary force.
‘When any member of a family becomes seriously
ill, all the resources of magic and medicine are ex-
hausted in order to procure his recovery. When
the fatal moment arrives, all the kindred burst into
loud lamentations, which continue till some person
possessing the requisite authority desires them to

* Missions en- la Nouvelle France, an 1637, p. 121, 170 : an
1635, p. 41. Creuxius, p. 87. Charlevoix, vol. 1i., p. 154, 155.

t ingens mortuorum. Creuxius, p. 91.
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valuable robes, and conveyed amid continual lam-
entation to the family-cabin. A feast isthen given,
followed during several days by dances, games, and
prize-combats, to which strangers often repair from
a great distance. This mode of celebration cer-
tl.mlé accords very ill with the sad occasion; yet
the Greek and Roman obsequies were solemnized
in a similar manner; nay, in many parts of Scot-
land, till very recently, they were accompanied by
festival, and often by revelry. The relics are then
carried to the council-house of the nation, where
they are hung for exhibition along the walls, with
fresh presents destined to be interred along with
them. Sometimes they are even displayed from
village to village. At length, being deposited in a
pit previously dug in the earth, and lined with the
richest furs, they are finally entombed. Tears and
lamentations are again lavished; and during a few
days food is brought to the place. The bones of
their fathers are considered by the Indians the
strongest ties to their native soil; and when calam-
ity forces them to quit it, these mouldering frag-
ments are, if possible, conveyed along with them.*
Under the head of religious rites we may include
medicine, which is almost entirely within the do-
main of superstition. The great warmth of affection
which, amid their apparent apathy, the natives cher-
ish for each other, urges them, when their friends
are seriously ill, to seek with the utmost eagerness
for a remedy. An order of men has thus arisen en-
tirely different from the rest of the society, uniting
the characters of priests, physicians, sorcerers, and
s. Nor are they quite strangers to some branch-
es of the healing art. In external hurts or wounds,
the cause of which is obvious, they apply various
simples of considerable power, chiefly drawn from
the vegetable world. Chateaubriand enumerates
# Chateaubriand, vol. i, p. 215. Creuxius, p.91. Charle-
woix, vol. ii., p. 186, 187; 193-165.
Vor. 1.—K
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acter, and direct all his efforts against these invisible
enemies. Hisproceedings are various, and prompt-
od seemingly by a mixture of delusion and impos-
tare. On his first arrival, he begins to sing and
dance round the patient, invoking his god with loud
cries. Then, pretending to search out the seat of
the enchantment, he feels his body all over, till
cries seem to indicate the bewitched spot. He then
rushes upon it like a madman or an enraged dog,.
tears it with his teeth, and often pretends to showa
small bone or other object which he has extracted,
and in which the evil power had been lodged. His
dineifles next day renew the process, and the whole
family join in the chorus, so that, setting aside the
disease, a frame of iron would appear necessary to
withstand the remedies. Another contrivance is
to surround the cabin with men of straw and wood-
en masks of the most frightful shapes, in hopes of
scaring away the mysterious tormentor. Some-
times a painted image is formed, which the doctor

ierces with an arrow, pretending that he has there-
Ey vanquished the evil spirit. On other occasions
he professes to discover a mysterious desire, which
exists in the patient unknown to himself, for some
particular object; and this, however distant or diffi-
eult of attainment, the poor family strain all their
efforts to procure. 1t is alleged, that when the mala-
d{ appears hopeless, he fixes upon something com-
pletely beyond reach, the want of which is then rep-
resented as the cause of death. The deep faith
reposed in these preposterous remedies caused to
the missionaries much difficulty even with the
most intelligent converts. When a mother found
one of her children dangerously ill, her pagan neigh-
bours came round and assured her, that if she would
allow it to be blown upon, and danced and howled
round in the genuine Indian manner, there would
be no doubt of a speedy recovery. They ex-
horted her to take it into the woods, where the
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which rewards its achievements, probably give the

imary impulse ; but after hostilities have begun,
the feeling which keeps them alive is revenge.
Bvery Indian 'who falls into the power of an enemz,
and suffers the dreadful fate to which the vanquish-
ed are doomed, must have his ghost appeased by a
victim from that hostile race. Thus every contest
generates another and a mdre deeply imbittered
one. Nor are they strangers to those more refined
motives which uirge civilized nations to take arms—
the extension of their boundaries, an object pursued
with ardent zeal, and the power of their tribe, which
last- they seek to promote by incorporating in its
ranks the defeated bands of their antagonists. Per-
sonal dislike and the love of distinction oftenimpel
individuals to make inroads into a hostile territory
even contrary to the general wish ; but when war
is to be waged:g the whole nation, more enlarged
views, connected with its interest and aggrandize-
ment, guide the decision. To most savages, how-
ever, long-continued peace becomes irksome and
nln&opular; and the prudence of the aged can with
difficulty restrain the fire of the young, who thirst
for adventure.

As soon as the determination has been formed,
the war-chief, to whom the voice of the nation
assigns the supremacy, enters on a course of solemn

paration. This consists not, however, in provi-
ing arms or supplies for the campaign, for these
are comprised in the personal resources of each in-
dividual. He devotes himself to observances which
are meant to propitiate or learn the will of the
Great Spirit, who, when considered as presiding over
the destinies of war, i8 named Areskoui. He be-*
gu by marching three times round his winter-

use, spreading the great bloody flag, variegated
with deep tints of black. As soon as the youn,
warriors see this signal of death, they crowd around,
listening to the oration IR' which he summons them

3
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to the field : “ Comrades,” he exclaims, ¢ the blood
of our countrymen is yet unavenged ; their bones
lie uncovered ; their spirits cry to us from the tomb.
Youths, arise ! anoint your hair, paint your faces,
let your songs resound through the forest, and con-
sole the dead with the assurance that they shall be
avenged. Youths, follow me, while I march through
the war-path to surprise our enemies, to eat their
flesh, to drink their blood, and tear them limb from
limb! . We shall return triumphant ; or, should we
fall, this belt will record our valour.” The wam-
pum, that grand symbol of Indian policy, is then
thrown on the ground. Many desire to lift it ; but
this privilege is reserved for some chief of high rep-
utation, judged worthy to fill the post of ‘second
in command. The leader now commences his se-
ries of mystic observances. He is painted all over
black, and enters on a strict fast, never eating, nor
even sitting down, till after sunset. From time to
time he drinks a decoction of consecrated herbe,
with the view of giving vivacity to his dreams,
which are carefully noted, and submitted to the de-
liberation of the sages and old men. When a war-
like spirit is in the ascendant, it is understood that
either their tenour or their interpretation betokens
success. The powerful influence of the vapour-
bath is also employed. After these solemn prelimi-
naries, a cosious application of warm water re-
moves the deep black coating, and he is painted
afresh in bright and varied colours, among which
red predominates. A huge fire is kindled, whereon
is placed the great war-caldron, into which every
one present throws something ; and if any allies,
invited by a belt of wampum and bloody hatchet to
devour the flesh and drink the blood of the enemy,
have accepted the summons, they send some ingre-
dients to be also cast in. The chief then announ-
ces the enterprise by singing a war-song, never
sounded but on such occasions, and his example is
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followed by all the warriors, who join in the mili-
tary dance ; recounting their former exploits, and
dilating on those which they hope to achieve. They
now proceed to arm, suspending the bow and quiver,
or, more frequently, the musket, from the shoulder,
the hatchet or tomahawk from the hand, while the
.alg: ig-knife is stuck in the girdle. A portion of

corn or sagamity, prepared for the purpose,
18 received from the women, who frequently bear it
to a considerable distance. But the most important
operation is the collection of the manitous or
guardian spirits, to be placed in a common box,
which is looked to as a protecting power. The fe-
males, during these preparations, have been busily
negotiating - for a supply of captives, on whom to
wreak their vengeance and appease the shades of
their fallen kindred ; sometimes also with the more
merciful view of supplying their place. Tenderer
feelings arise as the moment approaches when the
warriors must depart, perhaps to return no more,
and it may be to endure the same dreadful fate
which they are imprecating on others. The lead-
er, having made a short harangue, commences the
march, singing his war-song, while the others follow
at intervals sounding the war-whoop. The women
accompany them at some distance, and when they
must separate, they exchange endearing names, and
express the most ardent wislfes for a triumphant re-
turn; while each party receives and gives some
object which has been long worn by the other, as
a8 memorial of this tender parting.

As long as the warriors continue in their own
country, they straggle in small parties for the con-
venience of hunting, still holding communication by
shouts, in which they imitate the cries of certain
birds and beasts. When arrived at the frontier, they
all unite and hold another great festival, followed by
solemn dreaming, the tenour of which is carefull
exsmined. If found inauspicious, room is still lej
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to return; and those whose courage shrinks are on
such occasions supplied with an apology for relin-
uishing the undertaking; but such an issue is rare.
n entering the hostile territory deep silence is en-
joined ; the chase is discontinued ; they craw!l on all
fours; step on the trunks of fallen trees, or through
swamps. Sometimes they fasten on their feet. t|
hoof of the buffalo or the paw of the bear, and run
in an irregular track like those animals. Equally
earnest and skilful are they in tracing throug the
woods the haunts of the enemy. The slightest in-
-dications, such as would wholly escape the notice of
a European, enable them to thread their course
throygh the vast depths of the western forests.
They boast of being able to discern the impression
of steps evenonthe yielding grass, and of knowing
by inspection the nation or tribe' by whom it has
been made. Various and ingenious artifices are em-
ployed to entrap their foe. From the recesses of
the wood they send forth the cries of the apimals
which are most eagerly sought by the rival hunters.
Their grand object, however, is to surprise a vi aglu,
and, if possible, the principal one belonging to the
hated tribe. Thither all their steps tend, as they
steal like silent ghosts through the lonely forest.
On approching it, they cast hu.stg' lances from the
tops of trees or of hillocks, and then retreat into
the thickest covert; but, in total disregard of the
most disastrous experience, the obvious precaution
of placing nightly sentinels has never been adopted.
Even when aware of danger, they content them-
selves with exploring the vicinity two or three miles
around, when, if nothing is discovered, they go to
sleep without dread. This supineness is much fos-
tered by a delusive confidence in the manitous en-
closed in the holy ark. If, during the day, the as-
sailants have reached unperceived a covert spot in
the neighbourhood of the devoted village, they ex-
pect the satisfaction of finding its inhabitants buried
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in the deepest slumber in the course of the ensuing
night. They keep close watch till immediately be-
fore dtybreni‘ when silence and security are usually
the most complete. Then, flat on their faces, and
carefully suppressing the slightest sound, they creep
slowly towards the scene of action. Having reach-
ed it undiscovered, the chief, by a shrill cry, gives
the signal, which is instantly followed by a dis-
charge of arrows or musketry; after which they
rush in with the war-club and the tomahawk. The
air echoes with the sound of the death-whoop and
of arms. The savage aspect of the combatants;
their faces painted black and red, and soon stream-
ing with blood ; their frightful yells, make them ap-
like demons risen from the world beneath.
victims, too late aroused, spring from their fa-
tal slumber, and, foreseeing the dreadful fate which
awaits them if taken prisoners, make almost super-
buman struggles for deliverance. The contest rages
with all the fury of revenge and despair, but it is
usually short. The unhappy wretches, surprised
and bewildered, can seldom rally or resist; they
seek safety by fleeing into the depth of forests or
marshes, whither they are hotly pursued. The
main study of the victorious army is to take the fu-
itives alive, in order to subject them to the horri-
ﬂz punishments which will be presently described.
Should this be impracticable,’the tomahawk or the
hatchet despatches them on the spot, and the scalp
is then carried off as a trophy. Placing a foot on
the neck of his fallen enemy, and twisting a hand in
the hair, the warrior draws out a long, sharp-pointed
knife, specially formed for this operation; then cut-
f.knlfl" circle round the crown of the head, by a few
ilful scoops he detaches the hair and skin, lodges
the whole in his bag, and returns in triumph.* i
# Charlevoix, vol i., p. 317, 327, 330, 338, 339, 350-36l.
Adair, p. 380-388. Rogers's Concise Account of North Amer-
fics (London, 1765), p. 222.






CANADA AND ITS BORDERS, 119

sleep in. At length a grand council is held to de-
cide his fate, or, in other words, to determine
whether all the furies of vengeance shall be let
loose upon him, and his life be taken away amid the
most frightful tortures, or whether he shall be salu-
ted as one of themselves, and treated as a brother.
The decision is influenced by various considera-
tions. If he be a youth or new to the field, a le-
nient course may probably be adopted; but a vet-
eran warrior, who has been the terror of the nation,
and on whose skin is painted a record of triumphs,
has to dread a sterner sentence. The women have
much influence, according as they either demand
revenge for the loss of a husband or brother, or so-
licit that the captive may supply the vacancy. The
Iroquois, though the fiercest of these barbarians,
being the deepest politicians, were always anxious
to augment their numbers ; hence, though they pro-
Jonged and heightened the preliminary torture, they
usually ended it by adoption. . This was carried so
far that they are described as having at length be-
come less a single nation than an aggregate of all
the surrounding tribes. The stranger, being receiv-
ed into one of the families as a husband, brother, or
son, is treated with the utmost tenderness ; and she,
who perhaps immediately before exhausted her in-
genuity in tormenting him, now nurses the wounds
she has made, and loads him with caresses. He
becomes now one of the clan, and goes with them
to war, even against his former countrymen ; and so
far is the point of honour carried, that to return
into tileirrankswould be branded as an act of base-
nees.

‘There are, however, many occasions in which the
more inhuman resolution is taken, and a fearful dis-
play is then made of the darkest passions that can

# Charlevoix, vol. i., p. 368-373. Missions en la Nouvalle
MI&IM 1643, p. 257, &c. ; ans 1643, 1644, p. 163-168.

s p, s . -
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hatchet, and every engine of torture are applied, he
can do somewhat to repel his assailants, and even
attack in his turn. He struggles fiercely in the un-
equal strife, and while his frame is consuming in
agony, still defies his tormentors, and outbraves
death itself. Some even deride the feeble efforts
of their executioners, boasting how much more efs
fectively they themselves had applied torture to in-
dividuals of their tribe. Yet there are instances
when the murderers at last triumph; the sufferer
exclaims, “ Fire is strong, and too powerful;” he
even utters loud shrieks, which are responded to
by exulting shouts of savage laughter. Some few
have been known, by almost incredible efforts, to
break loose, and by rapid flight to effect their es-
cape. The general result, however, is death, after
tracted suffering ; when the scalp, if still entire,
L) takgn off and deposited among the military tro-
hies.
P It has been made a question whether the Indians
can be justly charged with cannibalism. It is cer-
tain that all the terms by which they designate their
inhuman mode of putting a prisoner to death bear
reference to this horrid practice. The expressions
are to throw him into the caldron, to devour him,
to eat soup made of his flesh. It has hence been
plausibly inferred that this enormity really prevailed
m early times, but was changed, we can scarcely
say mitigated, into the present system of torture.
Yet, as every action is described by them in terms
highly figurative, those now quoted may have been
as expressing most fully the complete gratifi-
cation of their revenge. Of this charge they can-
not now be either condemned or wholly acquitted.
In the excited fary of their passions, portions of
the flesh are often seized, roasted, and eaten, and
draughts taken of the blood. To eat an enemy’s
¢ Charlevoir, vol. i, p. 375. Adair, p. 390,391, Colden, vol,
i, 144,]165.11
or. ].—
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ited for each. This agreement is often accompa-
nied with professions, at the moment perhaps sin-
cere, of maintaining the sun always in the heavens,
and never again digging up the hatchet; but the
turbulence -of individuals, and the satiety of long
peace, to which the whole nation is subject, usually
rekindle hostilities at no distant period.*

Some notice may finally be expected of Indian
amusements ; the most favourite of which are smo-
king, music, and dancin% These, however, are
viewed in a much higher light than mere pastime ;
being ranked among the most serious occupations,
and esteemed quite indispensable in the conduct of
every important affair. Without them a council
cannot be held, a negotiation carried on, peace or
war proclaimed, nor any public or private contract
entered into; for not one of these transactions is
accounted valid till it has been smoked over, and
sung and danced to. The calumet is the grand in-
strument of their policy. No important affair can
be taken into consideration without the pipe in their
mouths; and hence, to call an assembly of the
chiefs is said to be lighting the council-fire. This
tube accompanies and is the guardian of every em-
bassy, and to smoke together is the chief cement of
national union. :

Music and dancing accompanying each other are
$ually indispensable to every solemn celebration.

et the instruments and performance are alike
simple and rude; for their song, though often con-
tinued for a long period, consists merely in the

rpetual iteration of a few wild melancholy notes.
q‘(;le words are usually of the minstrel’s own com-
position, and record his exploits in war or hunting,
and sometimes the praises of the animals which he
has killed in the chase. The song is accompanied
by performance on the drum, and on the chichikoue,

* Charleyoix, vol. i,, p. 321.
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messed by any European, and is said to be now in
3 t measure disused.*

ere are, moreover, games to which the Indians
are fondly attached, which, though they be only
ranked under the head of amusement, are yet con-
structed in the same serious manner as their other
transactions. Their great parties are said to be
collected by supernatural authority, communicated
by the jugglers ; and they are preceded, like their
wars and huats, by a course of fasting, dreaming,
and other means of propitiating fortune. The favour-
ite game is that of the bone, in which small pieces of
that substance, resembling dice, and painted of dif-
ferent colours, are thrown in the air, and according
to the manner in which they fall, the game is deci-
ded. Only two persons can play; but a numerous
party, and sometimes whole villages, embrace one
side or the other, and look on with intense interest.
At each throw, especially if it be decisive, tremen-
dous shouts are raised; the players and spectators
equally resemble persons possessed; the air rings
with invocations to the bones and to the manitous.
Their eagerness sometimes leads to quarrelling and
even fighting, which on no other occasion ever dis-
turb the interior of thesé societies. To such a
pitch are they occasionally worked up, that they
stake successively all they possess, and even their
personal liberty ; but this description must apply
only to the more southern nations, as slavery was
unknown among the Canadian Indians.

A tempo interval of wild license, of emanci-
pation from all the restraints of dignity and deco-
rum, seems to afford an enjoyment highly prized
in all rude societies. Corresponding with the sat-
urnalia and bacchanals of antiquity, the Indians
have their festival of dreams, which, during fifteen

* Missions en la Nouvelle France, ans 1645, 1646, p. 20, 21.

Weld, p. 412-417. Creuxius, p. 67. Chateaubriand, vol. 1, p
205. voix, vol. ii., p. 78 9(Jarver, P. 270, 271.
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hereditary in the female line, to whom they paid
considerable deference.

.The Iroquois, destined to act the most conspicu-
ous part among all the native tribes, occupied a
long range of territory on the southern border of
the St. Lawrence, from Lake Champlain to the
western extremity of Lake Ontario. They were
thus beyond the limits of what is now considered

a; yet, as all their transactions were com-
pletely connected with the interests of that country,
we cannot at present avoid considering them as be-
longing to it. :

This people were divided into five cantons, each
of which was considered as an independent nation.
They were united, however, by the closest alliance ;
were never found waging war with each other; nor
did they often fail to combine their forces when at-
tacked by neighbouring tribes.* The following are
the names given to them by English and French
authors:

ENGLISH. ‘ Frencu.
Mohawks. Agniers.
Oneidas. Onneyouths.
Onondagoes. Onontagues.
Cayugas. ) Anniegué.
Senecas. Tsomonthouans.:

’s'lz Potheris, vol. i., p. 232269, Rogers, p. 237. Colden,
| 8

\
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CHAPTER III.

History of Canada under the French.

Earliest Discoveries of the English and French.—De la Roche.
—Chauvin and Pontgravé, —De Monts.—Champlain, em-

. ployed by him, ascends the St. Lawrence.—F Quebec.
—Dealings with a Party of Natives.—Joins a warlike Expe-
dition.—Victory.—Torture.—Transactions in France.—Fresh
military Encounter.— Foundation of Montreal. — Various
Transactions.—Voyage up the Ottawa.—Great Expedition
against the Iroquois.—Unsuccessful.—Difficulties in ce.
—Appointment of De Caen.—Peace among the Indian Tribes.
—Duke de Ventadour Viceroy.—Rupture of the Treaty.—
Quebec taken by the English.—Restored.—Large Supplies
sent out.—Death of Champlain.—Great Power of the g‘ive
Nations.—Treaty with them.—War renewed.—Destruction
of the French Indian Allies.—A Remnant flee to Quebec.—
Iroquois Masters of Canada.—Louis XIV. determines to re-
enforce the Colony.—Expedition under De Tracy.—Govern-
ment of De Courcelles.—Frontenac.—De la Barre.—His fruit-
less Expedition.—Denonville.—His violent Proceedings.—
Critical state of the Colony.—Second Government of -
tenac.—Capture of Corlaer or Schenectady.—The English
under Phipps attack Quebec.—Repulsed. —Negotiations with
the Indians.—Invasion of their Territory.—Death of Fron-
tenac.—De Callidres.—Peace, and speedy Renewal of War.
—Attempts by the English to conquer Canada.—Treaty of
Utrecht.—Charlevoix’s _Account of the State of the Colony.
—Its prosperity.—Administration of Du Quesne.

Tae English took decidedly the most prominent
part in the discovery of North America. In 1497,
John Cabot, under-a commission from Henry VII.,
landed on its shores, four years only after Columbus
had reached the West Indies, and nearly twelve
months before that celebrated navigator hac touched
at any part of the continent. In the following year,
Sebastian, son to the first discoverer, performed a
most extensive exploratory voyage along the greater
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of the eastern coast, to lat. 566° or 580 N., and .
south as far as Florida. The same eminent seaman
took in another expedition undertaken in 1517,
for the discevery of .a northwest passage. The
squadron appears to have penetrated into Hudson’s
Bay, but through the pusillanimity of Sir Thomas
Pert, the commander, returned without completing
the object in view. ¥hese interesting voyages,
however, have been illustrated with such diligent
and acute research by Mr. Tytler, that to our read-
ers another detailed narrative of them would be very
superfluous.*

Various circumstances combined to withdraw the
successors of Henry from this brilliant career.
They were succeeded in it by France ; and it is sin-
gular that the settlement of by far the greater part
of what is now British America was effected by that
power. When, too, England had wrested these pos-
sessions from her rival, she retained them after
most of her own colonies had established their in-
dependence ; for which reason we find it necessary
to enter at considerable length into the proceedings
of those Gallic adventurers who laid the foundations
of civilization in the Canadian provinces.

In 1524, Francis 1. commissioned Giovanni Ve-
razzano, a skilful Florentine navigator, who appears
to have sailed along the whole coast from Carolina
to the northern extremity of Nova Scotia. It was
then appropriated in the ngame of his most Christian
majesty, under the magnificent title of New France.
His second expedition was disastrous; but in 1534,
Jacques Cartier, a bold and able mariner of St. Malo,
was sent out with a similar view. This discoverer
made two voyages, in the second of which he pen-
etrated up the St. Lawrence as high as the position
now occupied by Montreal, and brought home with

* 8ee Progress of Discovery on the more Northern Coasts of
America, from the Earliest Period to the Present Time, p. 15~
24, 31-38. Harpers’ Family Library.
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and enact laws, but even to create lords, counts,
barons, and similar dignities. He accordingly equip-
ped several vessels, with a considerable number of
settlers, whom, however, he was obliged to draw
y from the prisons of Paris. He sailed under
the guidance of Chedotel, a Norman pilot; but of
the voyage it is only narrated that he landed and left
forty men on Sable Island, a small barren spot near
the coast of Nova Scotia. Hethenreturned; when,
being thwarted in his designs at court, he fell sick,
and died of chagrin. The colonists were entirely
forgotten, and soon experienced such hardships as
caused even the criminals among them to regret
their dungeons.. Having, with a few planks ob-
tained from a wrecked vessel, erected a hut, they
were obliged to subsist on the fish which they caught,
and to replace their worn-out garments with the
skins of sea-wolves. In this condition they were
left seven years, when the Kking, or, according to
Champlain, the parliament of Rouen, sent out Che-
dotel to see what was become of them. He found
only twelve survivers, who exhibited the most
wretched and deplorable aspect. On their return
to France they waited upon Henry, who received
them kindly, and made them a handsome donation.®
The kisg was still disposed to encourage coloni-
zation. In 1599, two eminent naval characters,
Chauvin of Rouen and Pontgravé of St. Malo, under-
took to settle five hundred persons, and prevailed
on his majesty to aid them, by granting a monopol
of the fur-trade on the St. Lawrence. Chauvin, it
is alleged, was disposed to execute as little as pos-
sible of the agreement, his chief object being to
avail himself of the exclusive traffic. However,
being under the necessity of makins some show, he
fit out two vessels, and arrived at Tadoussac.
#» Histoire Générale des V es g?nvoh. 4to, Paris, 1746~
1770), tome xiv., p. 589-591. Champlain, Voyages du Sieur de
(3 vols. 8vo, Paris, 1830), tome i., p. 41-43.
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description of the region he- had surveyed, with
which his majesty appeared highly pleased.*

Scarcely an interval elapsed when the same en-
terprise was taken up by De Monts, a gentleman of
opulence and distinction, and a special favourite of

enry. He obtained the highest privileges that
had been granted to any of his predecessors, and
hvix;gcafrepamd an expedition on a more exten-
sive e than any former one, he Put to sea; but
as he had accompanied Chauvin to Tadoussac, and
viewed that bleak shore, he felt very averse to
enter the St. Lawrence. It appeared to him that
the seacoast, being in a more southern latitude,
was likely to enjoy a milder climate; an idea plau-
sible, though erroneous. He directed his chief ef-
forts, therefore, to the country now named Nova
8cotia; and though his operations there were dis-
astrous to his companions, and ultimately to him-
self, they were the means of founding the impor-
tant colony of Acadia. Our narrative of these
adventurers, however, is reserved till we come to
treat of that province.}

Champlain, whose services he had secured, . then
remonstrated with him on the error of preferring
an iron-bound coast to the beautiful and fertile
banks of the upper St. Lawrence. De Monts lis.
tened to the suggestion, and, undeterred by pre-
vious losses, applied to the king for a commission.
He obtained it without difficulty, associated, as be-
fore, with a t of a monopoly of the fur-trade on
the river. He fitted out two vessels, but, not find-
ing it convenient to command in person, placed
them under Champlain, who, accompanied by Pont-
gravé, was authorized to act as his lieutenant.}

- 'The expedition sailed from Honfleur on the 13th

April, 1608, and on the 3d June reached Tadoussac.

* Champlain, tome i, p. 49-53.  $ Ibid,, p. 54-56.
1 Toidy b, 150, 150, ¥ P
VYor. I.—M
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od some grain, for which he found the soil well
adapted. The inhabitants, who, unlike those high-
er up the river, did not practise agriculture in any
degree, were often reduced to- the most dreadful
extremes of famine. Of this the settlers witness-
ed a pafll:fhul example in Febliluary,r1609, l:\rhen a

of the savages, seeing them from the oppo-
ﬁﬂm, and hoping to obtain relief, resolved to
cross,* without regard to the floating ice. The
French considered the attempt quite desperate;
and accordingly, in mid-channel, the canoes were
dashed to pieces, and the poor creatures leaped on
@ mass of ice, wlhenlce they gaised the xlnost doleful
cries. culiarly good fortune, a larger piece
struck t]}?a’tp:n whigl they stood and caur‘;ed pit to
drift ashore. They landed with joy, but in a state
of such ravening hunger, that, had the discoverers
made any attempt to satisfy it, their whole stock
would have been swallowed up. A limited allow-
ance was, however, granted, which they sought to
augment by very sirange expedients. A dead pig
and-dog had been laid out as a bait for foxes; but
having been exposed two months, and the weather
becoming milder, such a scent issued from them
that the French could scarcely approach the spot.
The new-comers, however, on discovering this
store, exultingly carried it to their hut, and began to
feast upon it. Their hosts ran to warn them of the
danger of such food, but found them so busily enga-
ged, each with a piece in his hand, that remon-
strance was vain, and being themselves assailed
with disgusting odours from the half-cooked vic-
tuals, they were glad to retreat. Another dead
dog had been placed on the top of a tree to attract
birds of prey. The natives were 80 extremely
weak that they could not climb; but having, by
great efforts, cut down the tree, they possessed
themselves of this highly-flavoured morsel.*

# Champlain, tome i., liv. iii., ch. 6.






INDER THE FRENCH. 137

mined to commit himself to the canoes of the sav-
ages, and share their fate. As soon, however, as
this was announced to his men, they “bled at the
nose ;” and twe only were found who did not shrink
from accompanying the Indians.*

By carrying their canoes, arms, and baggage half
a league overland, the natives avoided the fall and
re-embarked. When night approached they landed,
reared huts covered with birch-bark, and having cut
down large trees, formed round the spot a barricade
of such strength, that five hundred assailants could
not have stormed it without much difficulty. They
sent some of their number to reconnoitre a few
miles up and down the river, but rejected the advice
of their European ally to set a watch during the
.night. High conjurations were now performed by
the pilotois or priest, who was placed alone in a
cabin, while the multitude sat round in solemn si-
lence. Violent and mysterious movements shook
the wigwam, which the Frenchman clearly perceived
to be produced by its crafty inmate; while, in an-
swer to his solemn call, the demon appeared, and,
in the form of a stone, foretold the issue of the en-
terprise. Solemn sounds overawed the spectators,
though it was easy to discover that they were all
uttered by the pilotois himself. The French chief
was also every morning carefully examined regard-
ing his dreams, and great exultation was expressed
when they appeared to portend success. The only
drilling employed to prepare them for the approach-
ing battle was confined to their taking a number of
canes, one for each man, with two longer ones for
the chiefs, and fixing them in the ground according
to the order in which the troops were to advance.
The Indians then practised the various movements
till they could arrange themselves exactly in the
same manner. The river was diversified with nu-

* Champlan,tome . liv i, ch 8.
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of destruction. Yet thez still poured in ¢louds of
arrows, till another shot, fired from a thicket, excited
such a degree of fear that they fled precipitately,
abandoning their fort, and seeking refuge in the
heart of the forest. A number were killed, and ten
or twelve taken prisoners.*

The savages, having celebrated their victory with
dance and festival, immediately began their return
to their own country. After travelling sixteen
! es, they took one of the captives, and in a for-

harangue recounted to him all the cruelties
of his countrymen, which he must now expiate;
they then summoned him, if he were a man of cour-
age, to sing. He did so, though in a somewhat lu-
g‘brious tone. Champlain, then, was perhaps the
t European who beheld that horrid scene of tor-
ture, which we spare our readers, though described
by him in the most minute detail. He did not, how-
ever, witness that stoical apathy so often displayed,
for the sufferer occasionally uttered loud shrieks,
though his fortitude was, on the whole, wonderful.
The Frenchman was asked why he did not join in
this triumphant vengeance; and when he declared
that the sight gave him pain, and even showed a
disposition to withdraw, they allowed him to termi-
nate the scene by a discharge of his arquebus.
The most shocking indignities were inflicted on the
lifeless bodlf'; even the heart was plucked out and
cut in small pieces, which the other prisoners were
compelled to receive into their mouths, though the
were not expected to swallow the horrid morsel.
The Algonquins marched on with the remaining
lmcﬂxois, who continued to sing, though fully aware
of their approaching fate. Another employment of
the victors was to omament the heads of the slain,
to be displayed in triumph on their arrival. With
this view they earnestly solicited from Champlain

# Champlain, toms i, liv. iii., ch.
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deterred by any motive either of fear or principle,
and seemingly without any hesitation, he accepted
the proposal ; but, on reaching the spot, affairs were
found more urgent than had been supposed. A ca-
noe arrived with intelligence that a hundred of the en-
emy were 80 strongly intrenched in the vicinity, that,
without the aid of the Misthigosches, as the French
were termed, it appeared impossible to dislodge
them. The savages, on this information, hurried
on board of their canoes, and prevailed on their Eu-
ropean friend to quit his bark, and accompany them
with four of his countrymen. On landing, the na-
tives ran forward so swifily that they were soon
out of the sight of their allies, who floundered after
them through woods and marshes, tormented by
moschetoes, and much at aloss for their way. They
met, however, an Indian, who came in all haste to
inform them that his brethren, ill acquainted with
military tactics, had no sooner arrived, than, with-
out waiting for the French, they rushed to the as-
sault ; and that, having sustained a most severe re-
pulse, in which several of their chiefs were killed
and a number wounded, all their hopes were now
:laced in their auxiliaries. Having proceeded about
alf a mile, they heard the howlings of the hostile
parties, who, as usual, poured on each other tor-
rents of invective. On their appearance, these il-
lustrious allies raised shouts louder than thunder,
while Champlain advanced to reconnoitre the fort.
He found it very strong, composed, according to the
usual fashion, of large trees fixed close together in
acircle. He himself was immediately wounded in
the ear and neck by an arrow pointed with stone,
zje‘tcnot 80 as to disable him from acting. At the
harge of fire-arms the Iroquois, who seem to
have been a different party from those formerly en-
countered, felt the same astonishment and dismay-
Covered by their intrenchments, however, they con-
tinued to pour forth clouds of darts, and Champlain,
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fixed upon ground in the vicinity of an eminence
which he called Mont Royal; and his choice has
been amply justified by the prosperity to which this

ce, under the name of Montreal, has subsequent-
y risen. ' He cleared a considerable space, sowed
some grain, and enclosed it by an earthen wall. A
distressing aecident soon afterward occurred. Sa-
vignon, the native who had accompanied him to
France, with Louis, a European, and OQutetoucos, an
Indian leader, set out on a hunting excursion to an
island in the Chambly. After excellent sport they
were returning, when Savignon, who guided the ca-
noe, p sed to make a circuit to avoid a danger-
ous rapid. The chief, however, insisted that it was
quite safe, without even lightening the boat, and the
other allowed himself to be persuaded ; but, as soon
as they came within the action of the whirlpool, the
bark was tossed up and down in the most violent man-
ner. Louis was thrown into the water and drown-
ed. The chief endeavoured to swim to land, but
could not stem the eddies, and sunk. Savignon
alone, clinging to the canoe, whether above or be-
low water, at length reached the shore. Champlain,
on cgming to the spot, could scarcely believe it pos-
sible that any person should have attempted to pass
this formidable rapid.*

At length, on the 13th of June, three weeks after
the time a'f‘pointed, a party of his savage friends ap-
peared. They evinced much pleasure at meeting
their countryman, who gave the most favourable re-

rt of the treatment which he had received in

rance ; and, after a liberal present of beaver-skins,
they unfolded the cause oP this long delay. The
prisoner who escaped the previous year had spread
a report that the French, having now resolved to es-
the cause of the Iroquois, were coming in

great force to destroy altogether the Algonquin na-

* Champlain, tome i, liv. iii,, ch. 13.
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ing to court, on account of the u of his
gg;:gaﬂ‘airs. He committed the wholergt:n}ﬁg former
agent, advising him to seek some powerful protect-
.or, whose authority might overcome the opposition
to his plans. Our adventurer was so fortunate as
almost immediately to gain the Count de Soissons,
who obtained the title of Lieutenant-general of New
France, and -‘who, by a fornal agreement, delegated
to him all the functions of that high office. The
count died soon after; but a still more influential
friend was found in the Prince of Condé, who suc-
ceeded to all the privileges of the deceased, and
made them over in a manner equally ample. His
commission, including a monopoly of the trade, ex-
cited. loud complaints among the merchants; but
our author endeavoured to remove the principal ob-
jection by allowing as many of them to embark in
the traffic as chose to accompany him. There came
accordinghy three from Normandy, -one from Ro-
chelle, and one from St. Malo. These were allow-
ed free trade, burdened only with the condition of
contributing six men each to assist in his projects
of discovery, and a twentieth of their profits to de-
fray the expenses of settlement.*

In the beginning of March, 1613,} this expedition
sailed from Honfleur, and on the 7th May arrived
at Quebec. Champlain, however, had an aim which
diverted him from his grand schemes of war and
discovery in the west. Among the objects of ad-
venture in that age, a favourite one was a northwest

age to China; hence everything connected with

e report of a sea beyond Canada inspired the great-
est hopes. There was a Frenchman named Nicolas
de Vignau, who had accompanied our traveller in

* Champlain, tome i, liv. iv., ch. 5.

1 Champlain’s dates are jumbled in the most confused man-
ner; but on compari 312 with pages 245 and 246, it will
be evident that the one here given is correct, though the narre-
unvofhalwyﬁamthommémw

oL, I.—






UNDER THE FRENCH. 147

trust entirely to their guns and nets, which afforded
a precarious and somewhat scanty supply. Nicolas,
to our author’s surprise, was forward in recommend-
ing parts of the river which the natives declared to
be highly dangerous. At length the ‘party reached
the abode of Tessouat, a friendly chief, whose coun-
try was only eight days’ sail from that of the Nebi-
cerini (Nipissings), on whose borders the shipwreck
was said to have occurred. The people received
our adventurer courteously, and agreed to his re-
quest of admission to a solemn council. It was
preceded by an entertainment of boiled maize, with
meat and fish; after which the Xoung men went out,
and the old took their pipes and smoked for half an
bour in silence. Champlain being then asked his
object in soliciting the interview, after many cour-
teous professions requested four canoes to escort
him into the country of the Nipissings, which he
earnestly desired to visit. To this the Indians de-
murred, stating that the route was very difficult, and
that they were bad men and sorcerers, who had
caused the death of many of their tribe ; neverthe-
less, upon his earnest entreaty, they atlength con-
sented. After the meeting had broken up, however,
the French chief learned that there was a great in-
disposition to fulfil the engagement, and that no one
could be found who was willing to accompany him.
He therefore again called them together; reproached
them with their meditated breach of faith; and in
refutation of their assertions of danger as arising -
from the people, referred to the fact of Nicolas hav-
ing spent some time among them without any an-
noyance. Hereupon De Vignau was called on to
say if he had ever made such a journey; and when,
after long hesitation, he answered in the affirmative,
they raised loud and -fierce cries, declaring that he
was speaking falsely, having never passed beyond
their country, where he had gone to bed witw
them every évening and risen every morning; vud
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had the vexation, however, to reflect, that not only
had he encountered in vain a long series of labours
and fatigues, but that the whole season had been
spent without any effort to promote other objects
which be had much at heart. He had now no al-
ternative but to commence his voyage down the Ot-
tawa, and on his way he was joined by a considerable
number of savage allies, who rendezvoused at the fall
of St. Louis. They agreed, though with difficulty,
to allow two young Frenchmen to accompany them,
with the view of obtaining 2 knowledge of the coun-
try. Champlain left also De Vignau, as a punish-
ment for his falsehood ; who promised to make fur-
ther discoveries, and to reach, if possible, the North
Sea ; but none of the natives would have any inter-
course with him. Our author then sailed to Tadous--
sac, and thence to St. Malo, where he arrived on
the 26th August, 1614.*
. Affairs in France continued favourable to the col~
ony. The Prince of Condé being still powerful
at court, no difficulty was found in equipping an
expedition from Rouen and St. Malo, though it gave
some discontent to the merchants of Rochelle, who
were excluded on account of their not having come
in time. They were accompanied by four Fathers
Recollets, whose benevolence led them to attempt
the conversion of the Indians.t
Champlain, with this new company, arrived on
the 25th of May, 1615, at Tadoussac, where he im-
mediately pushed up to Quebec, and thence to the
lace of rendezvous at the fall of St. Louis. He
}:mnd his old allies there, full of projects of war
against the Iroquois, whom they proposed now to
assail among the lakes to the westward ; and they
promised to muster for this attack no fewer than
2500 fighting men. The Frenchman, never slow to

* Cliamplain, tome i., liv. iv,, ch. 1,2,3.
t lbid., tome i., p.l:;l‘la-al‘l. .
2
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On the way they employed themselves in several
hunting parties. Upon one occasion they made a
large circle, enclosing the whole of a promontory
that stretched into the lake; after which, by loud
cries and volleys of arrows, they drove all the ani-
mals to the extreme point, where they were either
taken or threw themselves into the water. To
meet this last case a range of canoes were drawn
up, and the quadrupeds fell beneath the weapons
darted from either side. Having met a detachment
returning with a band of prisoners, our adventurer
was shocked to see them begin the horrid work of
torment upon a female, and reproached the leader
with a cruelty so unworthy of a genuine warrior.
The Indian replied, that it was no more than the
enemy did to his country-women; but, in courtesy
to his ally, he would desist, retaining, however, his
full right to torture the men.

After quitting the Huron Lake, they struck into
the interior, and came to a smaller expanse of wa.
ter, finely diversified by islands, which seems to
be Lake George. On its banks they descried the
Iroquois fort, which, in expectation of this attack,
had been rendered peculiarly strong. It was de-
fended by four successive palisades of trees twined
together, with strong parapets at top; and it enclo-
sed a pond whence streams were led to the different
quarters, with the view of extinguishing fire. They
had advanced, and were skirmishing with success
against their assailants; but when the firearms be-
gan to play, and they heard the balls whizzing about
their ears, they hastily retreated within the ram-
part. Thence, however, they poured forth showers
of arrows and stones, which induced the allies, in
spite of the exhortations and reproaches of Cham-
ﬁLin, to withdraw bedyond their reach. He now,

owever, endeavoured to train them to the use of
European machinery, teaching them to construct
with wood an elevated enclosure of planks, called
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eue; while the enemy bitterly taunted the Algon-
quins as unable to cope with them in a fair field,
and obliged to seek the odious aid of this strange and
unknown race. ’

As the re-enforcement did not appear, the savages
determined to abandon the enterprise altogether,
and return homeward. The retreat was conducted
with a degree of skill and judgment which had not
afapoared in any of their offensive operations. They
placed the wounded and aged in the centre, while
armed warriors guarded the front, rear, and flanks.
The Iroquois followed a short way, but soon gave

the pursuit. If, however, the safety of the dis- .

led was well provided for, their comfort was very
little considered. Their bodies were bent into a
circular form, bound with cords, and thrown into &
basket, where they lay like infants in swaddling-
clothes, unable to stir hand or foot. Champlain
feelingly describes the agonies he endured while
carried twenty-five or thirty leagues in this position,
on being relieved from which he felt as if he had
come out of a dungeon.

He now claimed the promise to convey him home
after his campaign. First, however, guides were
wanting, then a canoe; and he soon found that they
were determined to detain him and his companions,
with a view to their defence in case of attack, or
tqgaid them in future expeditions. He was veryill
provided for winter in so desolate a region; but a
chief, Darontal, gave him his hovel, built in the best
Indian style, and he found considerable amusement
in their hunting excursions. On one occasion they
constructed & wooden enclosure of a triangular
form, each side nearly a mile long, with 2 narrow
opening at the point, into which, by loud cries, and
imitating the howling of wolves, they contrived
to drive all the deer in the vicinity. The aper-
ture being then shut, the animals became an easy
prey.*

# Champlain, tome i, liv. iv., ch. 7.
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7th July near the port of Tadoussac. He found
that, during his long absence, the settleménts had
been considerably neglected, especially at Trois
Rividres, which he enlarged and defended by a fort,
placed on a mountain that commanded the passage
of the river. After all that had been done for the
colony, there remained, when winter arrived, not
more than sixty inhabitants, including women, chil-
dren, and clergy, and ten of the number were em-
in edtablishing a religious seminary.*

e following year, as soon as the season per-
mitted, tves;elh;u sent out with letters from Mont-
morency and his secretary, announcing a change
which greatly surprised and by no means delightgd
our commander. The association of merchants
who had fitted out the last expedition were deprived
of all their privileges by the duke, who had intrust-
ed the care of the colony to the Sieurs de Caen, un-
cle and nephew, one a. merchant and the other a
mariner, the latter of whom was to visit it person-
ally in the course of the summer. The local gov-
ernor, who saw many causes of complaint against

i«. the merchants, had no ground on which he could ob-
~ ject to this arrangement; yet he was thereby vir-

tually divested of his command, and subjected to

- the control of another, armed with formidable pow-

Atont the middle of July he received notice that
De Caen had arrived at Tadoussac, and was desi-
rous of an interview. After some delay, he set out,
and met him on the 3d August. He was received
with the utmost courtesy, but soon found the new
superintendent disposed to act in a very violent and

i manner. He claimed the right of seizing
all the vessels belonging to the associated mer-
chants, which might have come out for the p se
of traffic; and he actually took that of Du Pont,

+ Champlain, tome ii., liv. i., ch. 1.
fw.,mﬁ.,uv.tlma’
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satisfaction the good understanding that now prea
vailed. They then proceeded to the important oper«
ation of dancing, which was kept up a long time by
the allies and the three visiters; then each of them
kissed his hand, and put theirs into that of the gov-
ernor. The Hurons now danced in a body, men,
. ' women, and children, when harmony was consider-
ed as complet:(lly established. At this stage the Iro-
ﬂnois explained their object, which Champlain read-
y engaged to promote. They represented this pro-
posal for amity as proceeding entirely from them-
selves, and that they came not as authorized envoys;
though this, we suspect, was rather to avoid prema-
turely committing the'nation. The Hurons, howev-
er, treated them with friendship, and, in concurrence
with their French ally, determined upon sending
four of their number to complete, if possible, the.
negotiation opened under such favourable auspices.*
On arriving at the headquarters of the. Iroquois,
they met a very kind reception, and the treaty was
nearly concluded, when it was almost broken off by
an event strikingly characteristic of this fierce inde-
pendent race. 'Even before they set out, a savage,
whom the French named Simon, declared his deter-
mination to accompany them, but in a hostile char:
acter, singly to wage war against this hated enemy;
and such, in this rude tribe, was the total want of
any public authority, that they could use nothing be-
m impotent remonstrances to déter him. They
recourse to their ally, who,employed warm rep-
resentations, and even threats, to make the barba-
rian desist. But though the latter admitted’it to be
very wicked in him, he declared that he was perfect-
ly miserable, and could have no peace till he had
cut off the head of an enemy. After this assurance
all argument was vain, the community not having
dny means of placing its members under the slight-

) * Champlain, tome ii., biv. i, ¢h. &
Vor. 1.—O
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desired the Romanists to attend them. He was
restless, therefore, till an arrangement could be
made by which a captain of sound belief should
be inted to command the vessels. He could
not, however, escape the fatal necessity of employ-
ing a crew, most of whom were accounted hereti-
; but, in return, he directed that the means of
exercising their religion should be confined within
the narrowest fossible limits. In particular, he
strictly enjoined that they should not sing ms
in the St. Lawrence; but the mariners, who had
freel¥ performed this act of worship in the open
ses, loudly exclaimed against such a capricious
restriction ; and though the express orders of the
duke could not be departed from, a compromise
was made, allowing them greater latitude in other
parts of theirritual. Our author uniformly express-
es a pious horror touching the Reformers, and the
utmost reluctance to grant them the slightest fa-
vour ; but oddly excuses himself by saying, * They
were almost two thirds Huguenots; so of a bad
debt, one must take what payment he can get.”*
Champlain was continued in all his powers*by
the Duke de Ventadour, who kept him a ¢onsider-
sble time near his person, so that two years and a
half had elapsed before his.return to Canada. He
found the colony in the same unsatisfactory state
as after his former absence; the fort, for comple-
m which all the materials and full instructions
been left, was exactly in the same condition
as when he departed. The settlement at Quebec
consisted still of no more than fifty-five persons, of
whom twenty-four only were fit for labour.t He
learned, moreover, that the Indian affairs were by
8o means in a good state. The Iroquois, being on
their way to attack a tribe called the Wolves, had

+ Champlain, tome ii., p. 41, 94, 103, 104, 133.
+ Ibid., tome ii., p. 137, 138.
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issue. ‘An Algonquin who wished to foment war,
contrived to rouse the jealousy of the Iroquois by

ading them that this mission, though profess- .
g friendship, was devised with the most treacher-
ous intent. Misled by these views, the latter pre-
pared to take cool and deliberate revenge. hen
the strangers arrived, they found the fire kindled,
the caldron boiling, and, being courteously re-
ceived, were invited to sit down. The Iroquois
then asked the chief if, after so long a journey, he
did not feel hungry. As he replied in the affirma-
tive, they rushed upon him, and began to cut slices
{rom his arms, and throw them into the pot; soon
after, they presented them to him half cooked.
They then cut pieces from other parts of his body,
and continued their torture till he died in lingering
agonies. The Frenchman was tormented to death
in the usual manner. Another Indian, more fortu-
nate, while attempting to escape, was shot dead on
the spot; a fourth was made prisoner. When
news reached the allies of this dreadful tragedy,
the war-cry was immediately sounded, and the re-
maining captive was put to death with every re-
finement of cruelty.* .Champlain himself, though
deeply afflicted by the intelligence, saw no longer
any possibility of averting hostilities; he felt that,
as a countryman had been deprived of life, the
power of the nation would be held in contempt if
no resentment were shown .at so dreadful an out-
rage. Indeed, he e::ﬁerienced no little trouble,
even among the friendly tribes, who immediately
surrounded him. In several cases, Europeans were
murdered in an atrocious manner, and under cir-
cumstances which rendered it impossible to accept
as an explanation the assurance that parties of Iro-
quois had penetrated to the spot. After overlook-
ing these as much as possible, a fresh instance

* Chamain, toamii., P 146, 211-214.
3
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seiged a great quantity of furs, besides various
articles of church property, and subjected his coun-
trymen to all the ill treatment in his power.

Champlain, who arrived at Dover en the 27th Oc-
tober, proceeded thence to London for the purpose’
of conferring with the French ambassador. The
differences between the two nations were now in a
train of adjustment; but.a large party in the Gallic
eabinet set too little value on the settlement to think
its restoration worth insisting upon. Champlain
strongly deprecated this view of the subject; his
counsels at length prevailed at the court of Louis
XII11. ; and when the English found the matter seri-
ously pressed, they consented without much diffi-
eunlty. The final treaty, however, was not signed
till the 29th March, 1632. .

. The indifference with which both countries viewed
this colony, though bearing the pompous title of
New France, was not ill justified by its actual con-
dition. A fort, with some houses and barracks at
Quebec ; a few huts for fishing and trade at Tadous-
sac, Trois Riviéres, and Montreal, formed nearly
all that answered to that imposing name.* Buteven.
prior to its late disaster, arrangements had been
made with a view to rescue it from this depressed
state. Under the direction of Cardinal Richelieu,
whose administration was marked by a bold and
enterprising character, an association was formed of
a hundred distinguished individuals, who undertook
that, by the year 1643, they would raise the popula-
tion to 6000. They engaged to maintain the emi-
grants for three years, bestowing upon them lands
and seed-corn. They were also to send a suitable
number of clergymen, subsisting them for fifteen
. years, and at the end of that period to assign them
glebes sufficient for their support.t Their opera-

"« Heriot, History of Canada, 8vo, London, 1804 (translated
from Charlevoix, Histoire de la Nouvelle France), p. 49.

+ Charlevoix in Heriot, p. 37, 39,
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ment, dn.nd mser, by gr'adual.steps, until it attained a
t degree of prosperity. N
gm;sm’ in the m&n time, the rising colony was des-
tined to encounter severe disasters. The death
of Champlain, early in 1636, was a severe blow.
Though some parts of his early pblicy were very
questionable, his devation to thé cause, his energy
and high reputation, were generally viewed a3 the
chief bond by which the whole undertaking had been
held together. The company, after their first great
effort, soon relaxed, and allowed the- settlement to
relapse into a languishing state. They had sent,
indeed, a considerable number of monks and nuns;
but of troops and stores, which were more urgently
wanted, the supply was very scanty. The situation
of M. de Montmagny, the new governor, was ren-
dered more critical by the state of the Indian nations.
We have already seen the renewal of the war with
the Iroquois; and as the weakness of the French
had rendered it impossible for them to afford any
aid to their native allies, that warlike confederacy
had advanced by rapid steps to a supremacy of
power. They had comsletely humbled the Algen-
quins, who formerly held the foremost place in the
savage world; they closely pressed the Hurons,
scarcely allowing their canoes to pass up and down
the river; and they now threatened in great force
. the settlement of Trois Riviéres. In this exigency,
Montmagny’s resources enabled him only to carry
on a defensive warfare, which he appears to have
done with vigour, erecting a fort at the mouth of the
river Sorel, by which the Iroquois chiefly made
their descents. That fierce people, whether tired
of so long a contest or awed by the renewed power
displayed by the French, began to make proposals
for a solid peace ; and though the governor had good
reason to doubt their sincerity and dread some sin-

# Charlevoix in Heriot, p. 48-53.
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death may be laid aside.” Three discharges of
cannon were considered as sealing the treaty. It
was for some time faithfully observed, and unwonted
tranquillity reigned throughout this savage region.
The Iroquois, the Algonquins, and Hurons forgot
their deadly feuds, and mingled in the chase as if
the l&adbl;een one natlil(l)‘n.“hl rod

. de Montm: , like his predecessor, appears
to have commmﬁgg the general respect of the na- -
tive inhabitants. Unluckily, in consequence of an
attempt by De Poinci, who commanded in the West
Indies, to render himself independent, the court
adopted the jealous policy of continuin%;llo govern-
or in power longer than three years. is system
was peculiarly ill suited to a settlement like that of
Canada, where intimate local knowledge, and a pe-
culiar mixture of firmness and address, were neces-
sary to deal with tumultuary tribes whom they had
not strength to subdue. Montmagny was replaced
by Ailleboust, said to have been a man of probity,
but scarcely possessing the energy required in so
difficult a situation. During his government the Iro-
quois formed the resolution of renewing the war in .
all its fury. No ground is stated ; but the Europe-
ans and their allies, in consequence, became exposed
to a series of dreadful calamities.

The missionaries had not merely formed estab-
lishments at Quebec and Montreal, but had also pen-
etrated into the territory of the savages. In this
task they certainly gave full proof of sincerity, re-
nouncing all the comforts of civilized life, and ex-

ing themselves to every species of hardship and

r. They have been accused of unduly com-
bining political with religious objects. They did
certainly employ their influence for the furtherance
of French power, since they induced a number even
of the Iroquois not only to quit the country to which

# Charlevoix in Heriot, p. 51-63.
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the priest, and, after each successively had struck
a blow, threw him into the flames.* . .

Notwithstanding this dreadful example, the Iro-
quois having disappeared for six months, the villages
relapsed into their former security. . This tranquil-
lity, however, was again disturbed in 1649 by a party
of the same people, amounting to a thousand, who
made an attack upon the .mission of St. Ignace.
Some resistance was offered, and ten assailants fell;
but ultimately all the inhabitants, except three, were
killed or carried off. St. Louis was next attacked,
and made a brave defence, which, though it was
finally stormed, enabled many of the women and
children to.escape. The missionaries could have
saved themselves; but, like others of their brethren,
attaching a high importance to the adnfhistration
of the sacrament to the dying, they sacrificed their
lives to the performance of this sacred rite. They
were not killed on the spot, but “ reserved for great-
er crowns,” having to pass through a dreadful series
of torture and mutilation.{

Deep and universal dismay now spread among
the Huron people. Their country, lately so peace-
able and flourishing, was become a land of horror
and of blood, 2 sepulchre of the dead, and no hope
appeared to the survivers. The whole nation, with
one consent, broke up and fled for refuge in eve
direction. A few reluctantly offered to unite wi
their conquerors, who, according to their usual pol-
icy, readily accepted them. The greater number
sought an asylum among the nations of the Cat, the
Ottawa, and others still more remote. The mis-
sionaries were greatly at a loss how to proceed with
the remnant of their converts, now nearly reduced
to the single village of St. Mary. The island of
Manitoulin, in e Huron, was proposed; but,

4 Missions en la Novuelle France, ans 1648, 1649, p. 12, 13.
‘l‘vlllulonl,' .l ?1648, 1649, p. 13, 34-39, c. iv.
[} OL. 1,
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of the Huron name. Overwhelmed with distress,
they reached Quebec, where they experienced a
mortifying contrast to the reception which they
would have found among any neighbouring tribe of
savages. There they would have had every want
supplied, and been welcomed as countrymen and
equals. Here they were viewed only as objects of
charity ; and though in this light considerable exer-
tions were made, the religious houses finding room
.for a hundred of the most destitute, yet the remain-
der were in danger of perishing from cold and hun-
ger, till a station could be formed for them, which,
from their former chief settlement, was named Sil-
lery.*
As the Iroquois now lorded it completely over
" Canada, the French were virtually blockided in the
three forts of Quebec, Trois Riviéres, and Montreal,
from under the very cannon of which they and their
allies were sometimes carried off ; and, almost every
autumn, bands of hostile invaders swept away the
limited harvests raised in the immediate vicinity of
these places. Yet in 1653 this fierce nation began,
of their own accord, to make overtures of peace;
and it was found with surprise that the missionaries
had powerfully contributed to this resolution. They
had been regarded at first with extremne antipathy,
being probably considered as enemies of their race,
seeking to subvert the native deities and customs.
In the course of the late inroads, however, a con-
siderable number had been carried off, and after suf- .
fering protracted torture and partial mutilation, had
" been spared and adopted. Then their meek deport-
ment, their solemn ceremonies, and the fervour
with which * they raised to God hands without fin-
rs,” made a strong impression on the savage
reast. Hence, at different times, deputies from
the ruling horde said, in their figurative language,
m;.m.ldom' en la Nouvelle France, ans 1649, 1650, p. 83-88,
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sibility of confining in one course the various unruly
elements of which the confederacy consisted. The
most amicable professions hardly procured a respite
from hostility ; for while one party treated, another
attacked : “ Peace, it is said, is proclaimed at Mon- .
treal, while war rages at Trois Riviéres; we are
daily attacked and murdered by those who call
themselves our friends.” At length, in 1663, it was
announced that a'grand deputation was coming from
all the cantons, with the professed intention to unite
the whole earth, and to bur{ethe hatchet so deep
that it might never again dug up; and they
brought with them a hundred collars of wampum,
Unhappily, a party of Algonquins, stung by accamu-
lated wrongs, determined to violate even the sacred
character of such a mission; and having formed an
ambuscade, they surprised and killed the greater

rt of them. All prospects of peace were thus
Eﬁlat(zd, and the war raged with greater fury than
ever.

The Iroquois, during this period, continually ex-
tended their dominion. Having seen the powe:
effect of firearms, they procured them from the
Dutch at Manhatti, and thus acquired an additiongl
superiority over the neighbouring tribes. They at<
tacked the Ottawas, on account of the shelter af-
forded to their fugitive enemies. That people did
not make even an attempt at resistance, but sought
refuge amid marshes or in the islands on Lake Hu-
ron, while others penetrated far southwest into the
valley of the Mississippi, where they formed a junc-
tion with the Sioux. On the same ground the Iro-
quois commenced a desperate war with the nation
of the Eriez, a name in their language signifying
Cats. After a somewhat hard struggle, they com-
pletely succeeded; seven hundred of them stormed
the main fortress of the enemy, though defended by

* Missions en la Nouvelle France, ans 1660, 1661, p. 12-26;
ans 1663, 1664, p. 100, &c. HPen;t.p.S‘l.u,&






\

UNDER THE FRENCH. - . 176

thy bosom, to depart; for if they are guilty of any
imprudence, thou hast reason to fear, that,in comi
to chistise them, my blows fall on thy head.”
They even demanded canoes to convey these re-
. luctant associates. Lauson, instead of resentin

this haughty address, caused them to be informed,
that if the Hurons were inclined to go, he would
not oppose their departure ; that he-had no canoes,
but they might construct as many as they wanted.
After this, considering that no option was left them,
except to which of the -five nations they should
unite themselves, the greater part, in consequence,
left the island.* ’

Amid these external evils, thé colony.was farther
visited by a, terrible convulsion of nature. A suc- .
cession of earthquakes, which commenced on the
5th of February, 1663, were felt for half a yeaf with
little intermission throughout all Canada, recurring
two or three times every day, agitating both the
earth and the waters, and spreading universal alarm;
yet, as they did not #nflict any permanent injury, nor
cause the loss of asingle life, the accounts given of
them are probably much exaggerated.{

Meantime the most urgent representations were
made to Louis XIV. that his government was totallg
neglecting one of the finest countries in the world,
and exposing the French name to contempt, by al-
lowing it to be trampled upon by a handful of sav-
ages. That prince, who had recently assumed the
reins of power, being eagerly bent upon every
means of aggrandizement, was not likely to over-
look one 8o considerable. He was seconded by his
minister Colbert, who had specially devoted his
thoughts to the extension of commerce ; and it was
therefore immediately resolved to take steps for
raising Canada to her due importance. Four hun-

+ Heriot, p. 73, 75, 78-62.
t lbid.,p.%o-lm. Missions, sn 1663, p. 17, 18.
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He began by erecting three forts on the river Rich-.
elieu, in a situation fitted to cover the French terri-
tory from their incursions. Overawed by these
movements, and by the report of his large force,
three of the cantons sent deputies, with ample pro-
fessions of friendship, proposing an exchange of al}
. the prisoners taken on both sides since the last trea-
ty. The viceroy was pleased with their deport-
ment, and agreed to the terms. The fierce Oneidas
and Mohawks, however, still kept aloof ; and a party
of the latter even Kkilled three officers, one of whom,
De Chasy, was nephew to the viceroy. But astwo
corps were advancing into their territory, an envoy
from each nation soon appeared at Quebec, profess-
ing to negotiate for peace. They were well re-
ceived, and invited to the governor’s table, when the
conversation happening to fall on De Chasy’s death,
the Mohawk, in a paroxysm of savage pride, lifted
his arm, saying, * With this hand that young efficer
was slain.” Tracy,in a transport of rage,told him
he should never live to kill another Frenchman, and
ordered him to be immediately strangled, while the
other deputy was detained a prisoner.*

This event put an end to all pacific overtures.
De Courcelles had already begun his march into
the Mohawk dominions ; but as it was the depth of
winter, the excessive cold, together with the wary
conduct adopted by the enemy, prevented him from
effecting much. On his return he found the vice-
roy ready to take the field, with an expedition on a
greater scale, in which 600 of the Carignan regi-
ment were employed. He detained, without listen-
ing to them, two new ambassadors, and, notwith-
standing his advanced age, resolved to command
in person. Inspite of every precaution, the Indians

received notice of his approach, and, abandon-
ing their villages, they left him to march through a

* Hariot, p. 113-116.
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venting his savage allies from engaging in war
against the Iroquois. He availed himself of this
auspicious interval to extend the power of France
to the interior of Canada and the upper parts of the
8t. Lawrence. Two Jesuits, Perrot and Marquette,
were employed to survey those districts. ‘The lat-
ter induted a large body of the Hurons to settle at
Michillimackinac, on gn island in the river, between
the great lakes Huron and Michigan, a situation
‘very favourable for the fur-trade. Agreeably to the
reports transmitted to him, the governor fixed upon
Cataraqui, on Lake Ontario, near the present site of
Kingston, as an advantageous point both for the
rotection of the trade -and for holding. the Five
ations in awe. He visited the spot, and having
procured a meeting of the savage chiefs, obtained
their consent to the measure, carefully concealing,
of' course, the most important object comtemplated
in its erection.

Courcelles had requested his recall; and on his
return to Quebec in 1672, found his place supplied
by Louis, count de Frontenac, who was destined
to act a most important part in the history of Can-
ada. He was able, enterprising, active, and ambi-
tious, but proud, overbearing, and subject to capri-
cious jealousies and enmities. He entered, how-
ever, cordially into the views of his predecessor in
regard to the fort at Cataraqui, which he imme-
diately caused to be established ; and it has often
from him been called Fort Frontenac. At the same
time he set on foot, or actively promoted, vast pro-
jects for exploring the interior regions of America.*
" Although this leader conducted the affairs of the
colony with spirit and energy, his domineering tem-
per could not brook the checks by which a jealous
court sought to limit his jurisdiction. It was en-
joined that all affairs of importance should be deci-

#° Heriot; p. 133-140.
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adyantageous terms. The Itoquois, therefore, found
it their interest, not only to carry all their furs to
the English market, but to buy up those of the sav-
ages in alliance with France. Heavy complaints
were made by that power ; but the Indians, assured
of British support, treated them with great indiffer-
ence; and that shrewd race soon discovered, in the

r- competition between these  two European
nations, the means of rendering their own position
more secure and imposing. The military strength
of the colony, too, was greatly reduced ; the troops
who had gone out with De Tracy, having had lands
assigned to them, were become proprietors and cul-
tivators rather than soldiers ; and though they held
their tenures on the condition of military service,
they could not be called out without interrupting the

culture of the country, and endangering its sub-
sistence.

M. de la Barre, however, determined upon war;
and, having obtained a re-enforcement of 200 men,
advanced up theriver. He was met at Montreal by
deputies from the cantons, who made strong profes-
sions of friendship; but these he considered vague
and unworthy of credit, and was confirmed in this
opinion when, soon after, a party of fourteen of his
counytrmen were attacked and plundered.*- He en-
deavoured, however, to divide the strength of these
fierce tribes, by sending belts of peace to three of
them, and directing all his force against the Senecas, .
whom he considered the most hostile, and also, we
suspect, because it was through their territory that
the English penetrated to the ﬁxr-trade on the lakes.
'The hope was quite illusory in regard to the mem-
bers of so politic a confederation. In proceeding
upward, he received notice that deputies from the
other tribes were coming to mediate a peace be-
tween him and their neighbours; that, in case of

*+ Heriot, p. 162-168, 174, 175.
Vor. 1.—Q .
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:‘éxe;ctual plunder inflicted on French traders, but
that no more could be conceded, and that the
army must be immediately withdrawn. However
humiliating these terms were, after such lofty threats
and preparations, De la Barre had no choice but to
comply.* The English, on the other hand, reproach-
ed the Iroquois for not having prosecuted the war,
and in terms which seemed to indicate a right to
. direct their movements. They replied, however,
in the same determined manner : “ Ononthio,” said
they, “is our father, and Corlaer (as they called
the governor of New-York) our brother; but nei-
ther of them is our master. He who created the
world gave us the land which we occupy; we are
free; we respect both; but neither has a right to
command us ; and no person ought to take offence
that we prevent the earth from being troubled.” On
another occasion, they said “ Brother Corlaer, we
tell you that we shall bind a covenant chain to our
arm and to his as thick as that post.” We cannot
forbear remarking, that in this whole transaction
the savages appear to great advantage compared
both with their European allies and enemies. :

De 1a Barre, on arriving at Quebec, received de-
spatches which placed him greatly at fault. A fresh
re-enforcement had been landed, and the letters
from court intimated the full expectation that he
was carrying on a triumphant war with the Five Na-
tions. On this supposition, the king made an ab-
surd and cruel request, that he would send a num-
ber of Iroquois prisoners to man his galleys. We
may then imagine the dissatisfaction felt at home
when the real issue 'of the campaign was reported.
The governor was immediately pronounced unfit for
his situation, and was superseded in 1685 by the
Marquis de Denonville, distingushed as a brave and
active officer.

+ Heriot, p. 170-189.
+ Ibid,, p. 178-180. Colden, vol. i, p. 66,
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my. A doubt respecting the fidelity of his allies,
and, as we suspect, the exhausted state of his gen-
eral equipment, then induced him to retire. He
carried into execution, however, his plan of erect-
ing and garrisoning a fort at Niagara.
otwithstanding the semblance of success in this
expedition, it appeared, on the retreat of the inva-
ders, that the Iroquois were complete masters of
the upper course of the St. Lawrence. They block-
aded the two forts of Niagara and Cataraqui, the
former of which they reduced ard razed to the
ground. 'Phey covered Lake Ontario with their ca-
noes. The native allies of the French, seeing no
prospect of assistance from them, began to waver;
nor is it doubted that, if the savages had understdod
the art of siege, they would have rooted the Euro-
peans entirely out of Canada. As it was, they de-
termined on the course which, it must be owned,
they had often shown themselves very ready to em-
brace, of making proposals of peace. Deputies ar-
rived at Montreal, leaving at two days’ march be-

.

hind a corps of 1200 of their countrymen, ready for

immediate action. They boasted to the governor
of their commanding position, and, insisting upon
the restoration of the chiefs unjustly seized and of
all ether captives, allowed him only four days to
accept the offer, otherwise the whole country would
be,in flames. The deepest consternation prevailed
at Montreal ; and Denonville saw himself under the
necessity of accepting these humiliating terms,and
requesting back from France the chiefs whom he
had iniquitously sent thither.*

This treaty was interrupted by an unexpected act
of weachery. The Hurons had entered into the war
on the full understanding that it. should not terminate
till the Iroquois were destroyed or completely hum-

* Heriot, p.212-319. Colden, p. 98 La Potherie, vol. ii,
207, 208. :

»
' Q2






UNDER THE FRENCH. ' 187

so fascinating were his manners, that he completely
gained their favour; Oureouharé, the principal one,
remaining ever after most strongly attached to him.

Frontenac, on his arrival in-1689, endeavoured to
open a negotiation with the Iroquois, whom he en-
tertained sanguine hopes of conciliating. By the
advice of Oureouharé, he sent a deputy of 'that na-
tion whom he found at Montreal, with four of his
captive countrymen, to announce to the cantons his
return, and his wish to resume amicable relations.
The friendly chief transmitted a message, requesting
them to send an embassy to their ancient father,
from whom they would experience much tenderness
and esteem, and whom he would not quit till the
affair was satisfactorily adjusted.

The council of the Iroquois, after some delibera-
tion, sent back the same deputies with six belts,
intimating their resolution. It was expressed in
lofty and even imbittered terms. Choosing to con-
sider Ononthio as always one and the same, they
complained that his rods of correction had been too

" sharp and cutting. The roots of the tree of peace
which he had planted at Fort Frontenac had been
withered by blood; the ground had been polluted
with treachery and falsehood. They demanded
atonement for these 'injuries, and that Oureouharé,
with his captive companions, should be sent back
previous to the liberation of the French prisoners.
Ononthio would then be at liberty to plant again
the “ tree of peace, but not on the same spot.” This
answer was regarded by Frontenac as very unsatis-
factory ; yet anxious to keep open the negotiation,
he sent an officer with eight belts from Oureouharé,
importing that they should detach themselves from
the English and Dutch, and unite in close alliance
with France. Till then that chief declined returning

to his canton.*

* Heriot, p. 220-236.
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know, neyer yields while a drop of his blood is left.”
One belt, importing eyewater to make their sight
sharp, delicately intimated the necessity of greater
precaution in future. Others were to wipe awa
their teafs, and assure them that ‘‘ the sun, whic{
had been cloudy and sent this disaster, would shine-
again with his pleasant beams.”*

Meantime, a smaller expedition from Trois Ri-
vidres succeeded in surprising and destroying an
English village named Sementels. The count also
sent M. de Louvigny, with a large detachment, to
strengthen the remote post of Michillimackinac,
whieh had been maintained with great difficulty.
This service was effected, and a party of the enemy,
who attempted to surprise them, were completely
defeated. Notwithstanding this success, the Iro-’

uois maintained the same active hostility ; but a
avourable influence was produced on the old allies
of the French, who, seeing them resume their former
energy, determined to prefer their support to that
of new and suspicious friends. The Ottawas qwned
that they had made some progress in & negotiation,
but as soon as they heard of the return of their an-
cient father, had determined to break it off. The
Hurons, who had not taken such open steps, denied
having ever entered into any treaty.*

Meantime a storm was ready to burst, which
threatened the very existence of French power in
America. The English determined to strike a blow,
which might at once deprive the enemy of all his

essions. Two expeditions.were prepared, one
sea from Boston against Quebec, the other by
land from New-York against Montreal. The first
was commanded by Sir William Phipps, a native of
Neéw-England, of humble birth, who had raised him-
self by his talents to a high station. Having sailed
with thirty-four vessels of different sizes, and alarge

+ Heriot, p. 237-242. Colden, vol. i., p, 120-125,

+ Heriot, p. 943-248, 249, 250.
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his cannon and ammunition. Colden considers it
certain, that, had he at once made a vigorous attack
on the body of the place, he would have easily car-
ried it. The French, he says, returned fervent
thanks to Providence for having, by a special inter-
position, deprived their enemies of common sense.*

The ex&ediﬁon against Montreal did not take
place at the appointed time, owing to a want of
concert between the parties. Next year, however
(1691), after some desultory ravages by the Iroquois,
news arrived that they, with their English and na-
tive allies, were advancing along the river Sorel.
The command at Montreal was then held by De
Calliéres, a very able officer, who had gained the

t and- attachment of his savage neighbours.
1t is said that, on this and other high occasions, he
danced with them the war-dance, brandishing the
hatchet, shouting and hallooing in their national
manner. In addition to his countrymen, he had as-
sembled about 800 Indians at the Prairie de la
Magdeleine, near the town. Still the Irpquois, by
their rapid movements and skill in ambuscade, suc-
ceeded 1n surprising several of the advanced posts,
and carrying off a considerable number of prisoners.
Buat when the force on both sides was fully mus-
tered, the assailants, though after a very hard con-
test, were.obliged to retreat.

After these successes, the governor felt himself
in a very commanding position, and no longer enter-
tained any fear for the safety of the colony. Yet the.
lro%uois, under a favourite chief named the Black
Caldron, continued to make sudden inroads in every
direction, rendering seedtime and harvest alike pre-
carious, and exposing every one who stirred out of
the forts to the hazard of losing his life. It was
their boast, that their enemies should have no rest
except in the grave. In this desultory contest the

* Heriot, p. 255-262. Colden, val. i., p. 137, 138.






UNDER THE FRENCH. 193

continuance of which a truce was extremely con<
venient. They expressed the most friendly dispo«
sition, and even solicited the restoration of the E)on
of Cataraqui ; a request which Frontenac little ex-
gected, but was quite disposed to grant, OQureou-
aré went with these deputies, and returned in
company with others, bringing also thirteen French~
men, several of whom were persons ef distinctiony
who had been long held in captivity. They camey
however, only from two eantons ; and though the
first belt, relating to the prisoners, was eonceived
in friendly terms, the exposition of the others was
obscare and unsatisfactory; and all attempt to ob
tain 8 proper explanation proved fruitless. It trans.
pired, however, that the English interest was pows
erfully exerted against peace; and all that was at
present contemplated was “to swspend the hatch«
et.” The count, though courteously, rejected all
the belts except the first, declaring that he wished
to chastise them only as a father does his ehildren;
but that, unless more friendly sentiavrents were en~
ttlenai::ed, he could not long withhold the intended
blow. .
Affairs continued for some time in this uncertaim
state, the enemy making repeated proposals, to
which little credit was attached ; while the govern-
or, not having yet sufficient force to open the cam-
paign in animposing ‘manner against a people who
could muster 3000 warriors; was not unwilling to
have a pretext for defay. Instead, however, of
showing a more friendly temper, the deputies be-
gan to assume a loftier tone, demanding that he
should send envoys to their villages, and should
cease at once all hostilities against them and the
English. It was slso understood that various at-
tempts were made on their part to detach the als
liem; not withowt some prospect of success. The

*# Heriot, p. 983-988.
Vou. 1.—KR ’
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the aid of the English, they had placed themselves
begond the hazard of being overwhelmed by any
sudden attack. An attempt to surprise hunting-
parties, who crossed the St. Lawrence in spring,
was attended with only partial success.

It was not till the month of June, 1696, that oper-
ations could be regularly commenced. At that
period all the forces which could be mustered,
regulars, militia, and Indians, were marched upon
Cataraqui, and thence into the canton of Onondago.
Great difficulty was found in conveying the army
and baggage in batteaux along rapid streams; and
on one occasion the greater part had nearly been
carried down an impetuous waterfall. On entering
a lake, they discovered, suspended to a tree, two
bundles of rushes, which intimated that 1434 war-
riors were waiting to engage them. They there-
fore sailed across, and formed themselves in regu-
lar order of battle. A fort was constructed to serve
as a magazine and place of retreat, and the troo|
then cautiously began their march into the heart of
those savage regions. De Calliéres commanded
the left wing; the Chevalier de Vaudreuil the
right : while the count, then seventy-six years
of age, was carried in the centre in an elbow-chair.
The host of the Five Nations, however, did not ap-
pear; and, on reaching their principal fortress, it
was found reduced to ashes, while two Frenchmen,
long detained there, had been recently massacred.
‘This excited surprise, as the fort had been care-
fullK constructed by the English, in a regular form,
with a double palisade, and strengthened by bastions
and redoubts. It soon, however, became evident,
that the cantons had determined to adopt the same
policy as on former occasions, of allowing the
enemy to march unresisted through their territory,
satisfied that they would never be able to form any
permanent establishment. Several prisoners esca-
ped; but the invaders could only overtake one In-
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an adventurous but & rate race, called the cou-
reurs du bois—rangers of the forest. It was, besides,
a strict monopoly, being only allowed under licen-
ses granted to old officers or favourites, who sold
them for about 600 crowns each to the merchants.
The purchasers fitted out the coureurs with canoes
and merchandise, reaping profits so ample that the
value of 8000 crowns was procured for French
goods worth only a thousand.” The savages, by
their intercourse with the English, learning the
extent to which they were cheated, made inces-
sant compldints; and it was therefore proposed to
allow them to bring their own furs and dispose
of them at Montreal, while the colonists should
devote all their attention to the cultivation of the
soil. But the governor and other members of the
administration argued that this step would throw
the Indian allies entirely into the hands of the Five
Nations and the British; adding that, while the fur-
trade would be entirely lost, a general confederac
of the tribes against 'France might be also dreaded.
They were probably influenced by the fear of sac-
rificing their own power and patronage ; and they
contrived so to modify the injunctions from court,
that they produced little practical effect.*

The Iroquois continued the war with vigour, but
both they and the English met with repeated disas-
ters, which made them wish for peace. The Black
Caldron himself, in a hunting exgedition, was
surprised and killed by a party of Algonquins.

.Negotiations were opened through Oureouharé,
whose sudden death again retarded them ; but their
success was secured by tidings that peace had been
concluded in Europe between France and Britain.
The colonists of the latter power, who first receiv-
ed the intelligence, -sent a deputation to Quebec
to propose an exchange of prisoners, both as re-

-+ Heriot, p. 200, 201, 334-336.
R2
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them to quit the savage associates with whom they
had united.

After peace had been thus established with their
enemies, the French were involved in a contest
with their allies. Bourgmont, governor of Detroit,
had endeavoured to unite the Ottawas with the
Miamis in an expedition into the interior of the con-
tinent ; but animosities had been for some time fer-
menting between these tribes, aggravated by some
imprudent and violent actions on his At
length the former, instigated by & leading chief

ed “the Heavy,” commenced an attack upon
the latter, whom they pursued under the cannon of
the fort. The guns being opened upon them, a con-
test ensued, in which two Frenchmen, one of whom
was a priest, were killed. The assailants then re-
tired, and an old chief came to the governor to make
the most humble apologies for this outrage, descri-
bing it as & momentary ebullition, for which they
could not themselves account. The European
leader promised pardon, provided the savage, who
had instigated them to this violence, were delivered
up. To this step they showed the miost extreme
reluctance, even pretending that it was out of their
power; but, as the condition was held indispensable,
they at- length produced the offender, though with
the most earnest entreaties for his pardon. This
was granted, though rather imprudently; for the
Miamis, who had considered themselves fully enti-
tled to his head, raised a violent commotion, which
it required some force to put down.*

Scarcely had peace been thus concluded among
the savage tribes, with some hope of duration, when
it was broken by their civilized neighbours. The
succession of Philip of Anjou to the throne of Spain

ve rise to a long and eventful contest between

ce and England. It was begun by Louis XIV.

* Hariot, p. 346, 363, 374-377, 380-384.
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In May, 1709, an individuel named Vetch, who
become intimately acquainted with the naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence, laid before the cabinet of
Queen Anne a plan for the conquest of Canada.
1t being approved, he was sent to New-York, then
called Manhattan, with authority and resources sup-
sufficient for its accomplishment. De Vau-

reuil soon learned that 3000 English had issued
from the place just mentioned, and that these were
to be joined by an equal number of savages. Hav-

ing mustered his troops, he at first thought of car-
zmg war n.iun into the enemy’s country ; but, after
e march had begun, his allies objected, and he
ado thre more prudent course of merely protect-
i!? is frontier. The British, after forming a chain
of posts from New-York, had occupied in great
force: Lakes George and Champlain, and were
erecting forts with a view to cover their descent
upon Capada. The Iroquois had joined them ac-
cording to promise; but it appears that a general
council of the cantons was held at Onondago, when
one of their chief orators remarked that their inde-
pendence was only maintained by the mutual jeal-
ousll‘r of the two European nations, each of whom,
if they could, would lord it completely over them,
and that it was therefore highly imprudent to per-
mit the English to conquer New France. These
views were considered accordant with the policy
which had always governed the cantons, and were
immediately acted upon, though the manner in
which this was accomplished does not exactly -ap-
pear. The English, however, in consequence of
this want of co-operation, and of a pestilential dis-
order which broke out among their own troops,
abandoned the enterprise, burning their canoes, and
reducing their forts to ashes.* :

* A report has generally prevailed, that the Iroquois catsed
thinmahdybytl\rowin(th’e]:kimofwﬂdbomimmm
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'Cundanow enjoyed an interval oftopon,tﬁo
it was understood &ut the enemy were making :g‘tl
ive preparations for a fresh expedition, and sparing

‘no pains to secure the co-operation of the Five Na- -

tions. . All means of conciliation were

studiously employed, and were so far successful as
to obtain friendly professions from the Senecas and
the Onondagoes, but from them alone. At this tin
however, the French were involved in a ate .
struggle in the upper territory, with a nation hither-
to unheard of, called the Outagamis or Foxes. This
they ascribe to the machinations of their old ants
onists, who yet do not alt)gear to have taken any
share in the contest. e aid of a large body of .
Indian allies, these people were reduced to the ne-
cessity of -humbly Boliciting terms of peace. But
the subjects of Louis were persuaded by their sgv-
age auxiliaries to push matters to the last extrem-
ity ; and after a fresh and dreadful str‘:gglo, this un-
fortunate tribe was nearly exterminated. The vic-

‘tors, notwithstanding, had reason to repent of their

barbarous conduct, as the remnant of the defeated
nation carried on-against them a ceaseless and har-
assing warfare, and rendered insecure their com-
munication with the settlements on the Mississippi.®

The English in 1710 prepared a new and greater
armament. General Nicholson arrived at Boston
with a considerable squadron; and fresh forces
were expected, which, with those already in the
colony, were to be employed in two joint expedi-
tions, by sea against Quebec, and by land against
Montreal. Notwithstanding every possible prepar-
ation, these tidings excited deep apprehension,
which continued unabated till a report arrived, and
proved ultimately correct, that the invading squad-
ron had been wrecked at the Seven Islands, near

out of which the English drank ; but we cannot think this s very
probable story.
# Heriot, p. 397-416.
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the mouth of the St. Lawrence. - Several barks
having sailed thither, found the remains of eight ves-
sels, which, having struck upon the rocks, had been
abandoned, after being stripped of their cannon and
stores. A number of dead bodies scattered along
the shore attested this calamitous event. The com-
mander, impatient to proceed, and disregarding the
warning of an experienced pilot, had involved his
armament in this disaster. General Nicholson had
already taken the field; but, learning the loss of the
fleet, and foreseeing that the whole force of the en-
emy would now be turned against him, he fell back
upon New-York.* .

Though Canada had thus been twice delivered,
intelligence was received that fresh preparations
were making, and there was reason to fear that, if
left without aid, she would at length be overwhelm-
ed by superior forces. The governor, however, was
relieved by the intelligence that, in consequence
of a complete change of ministry, the English
cabinet had determined to separate from its allies,
and had opened a negotiation at Utrecht. Instruc-
tions were sent to the colonial councils to sus-

hostilities. Both the European powers bein

avourably inclined, the negotiations proceedes
smoothly, and on the 30th March, 1713, this memo-
rable treaty was signed. France retained Canada,
though obliged, by the urgency of her circumstances,
to cede Acadia and Newfoundland. She made over
likewise all her claims to the sovereignty of the
Five Nations : a very emﬂty concession, by which
she gave that which she had never possessed, and
England received a nominal right which she could
not enforce.t

After this treaty Canada enjoyed a long period
of uninterrupted tranquillity. The observations of
Charlevoix, who visited the principal settlements

© Hexiot, p. 399-404. t Ibid,, p. 418, 419,
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importance which it was capable of attaining. The
absence of gold and silver, almost the only objects
then considered as giving lustre to a colony, had al-
ways caused New France to be viewed as of very
secondary importance.*

The coasts of the 8t. Lawrence, for some extent
below Quebec, were already laid out in seigniories,
and tolerably cultivated. At Pointe aux Trembles,
seven leagues from the capital, many of the farmers
were found in easy circumstances, and richer than
their landlords; the latter, having obtained grants
which they had neither capital nor industry to im-
prove, were obliged to let them at very small quit-
rents. On reaching the mouth of the Begancour,
he found a baron bearing the title of that river, an
holding the office of inspector of the highways. He
lived almost in a desert, and derived his income
chiefly from traffic with the neighbouring Indians.
Thence Charlevoix crossed to Trois Riviéres, which
he found an agreeable place, amid a circuit of well-
cultivated fields, but not containing more than 800
inhabitants. The fur-trade, with a view to which
it was founded, had already been in a great measure
transferred to Montreal, and the iron-mines had not
yet begun to be worked.

From Trois Riviéres he proceeded through the
Lake of St. Peter, and, coasting along its southern
shore, made partictlar observations on the river and
district of St. Francis. From its excellent soil,
covered with timber, it appeared to him well fitted
for cultivation; but the farmers were few, and had
made such small progress, that, but for the oppor-
tunities of trade, they would have been extremely

r. A more cheerful scene presented itself at the
island and city of Montreal, the -beauties of which
he describes in terms similar to those of all subse-

# Charlevoix’s Journal, vol. i., p. 104, 111-114, 121125, 145,
263-265.
Vou. L.—8

~
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found always abundance of game, and a beautiful
landscape, bounded by the noblest forests in the
world. He fancied himself, like the ancient pa-
triarchs, wandering through wide, unappropriated
tracts, where he could pitch his tent in the most
pleasant scenes. The oaks of Mamre and the foun-
tain of Jacob'seemed realized to him in the wilder-
ness. Five days’ sail along these beautiful shores
brought him to the channel of Detroit, at the other
end of which, near Lake St. Clair, he found the fort
bearing that name. He inclined to the opinion of
those who regarded this as the most beautiful and
fruitful part of all Canada. A French settlement
had been begun there fifteen years before, but vari-
ous untoward circumstances had reduced it almost
to nothing. He proceeded thence to Michillimacki-
nac, near the adjoining extremities of the great lakes
Huron, Superior, and Michigan. Like the others,
it was a mere fort surrounded by an Indian village.
On the whole, it appears that, above Montreal, there
was nothing at this time which could be called a
colony.t

The repose frocnred for Canada by the treaty of
Utrecht was followed by a long continuance of pros-
perity. Vaudreuil, till his death in 1725, admin-
istered her affairs with judgment and activity ; and
under him cultivation was greatly extended. To
remedy the want of hands, he proposed sending out
annual}iy 150 convicts, of the class usually con-

demned to the galleys.
“  This governor was succeeded by the Chevalier de
Beauharnois, who continued in power twenty years.
This long period seems to have been diligently em-
pl(:{yed in promoting the interests of the colony,
and was productive of remarkable improvement.
The range of cultivated farms was extended along
the whole shore from Quebec to Montreal, and even

* Charlevoix, Journal, vol. ii, p. 3-7,



perpetual alarm. The struggles, however, carried
on during almost the first half of the -eighteenth
century were chiefly confined to Nova Scotia, under
which head they will be narrated. Canada enjoyed
m those eventful vicissitudes
als of history.
le change took place in re-
which had shown so great a
ish market. A more liberal
spears to have been adopted ;
r, opened at Montreal under
)ecame the general centre of
Indians in the back settle-
»ught their furs thither rather
than to the capital of that state.*
" ® M‘Gregor’s British America, vol. ii., p. 374. Burke’s Ac-
count of the European Settlements in America (2 vols. 8vo,
London, 1808), vol. ii.,p. 42, 43..
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M. de Beauharnois was followed in office by a
rapid succession of governors, each holding swa
for an extremely short period, incompatible wit!
any steady system of administration. The Count
de la Galissoniére, though a nobleman of great ac-
quirements, ruled only a year, being superseded in
1746 by M. de la Jonquiére, who took an active part
in the war for the reduction of Nova Scotia. After
a temporary occupation of power by the Baron de
Longueuil, the Marquis du Quesne, in 1752, went
out_as governor-general. This officer appears to
have carried on more openly than ever the system
of encroaching upon the British colonies; and the
fort bearing his name was erected within the con-
fines of Virginia. So great an alarm, indeed, spread
through our settlements, that a general convention
was held at Albany, when a plan of common de-
fence, proposed by the celebrated Dr. Franklin, was
approved, but, from different causes, never carried
into effect.* A census taken of the colony in 1753,
is said by Raynal to have shown a porgnlation of
91,000; but, from the number afterward found by
the English, this appears to be somewhat exagger-
ated. The finances were, however, involved in con-
siderable disorder. The expenditure, which in 1729
did not exceed 400,000 francs, had risen in 1750 to
2,100,000 livres ; in 1758 it was 27,900,000 ; but this
last, we may observe, was a period of general war,
of which North America became one of the principal
theatres. The conduct of Bigot, the intendant, was
loudly complained of, and proved, indeed, to have
been most fraudulent, his defalcations amounting
to about 1,920,000 dollars. In 1755, Du Quesne was
succeeded by De Vaudreuil Cavagnal.t

* The failure of the plan of union here spoken of was owing
to its being rejected by the Parliament of Great Britain, from the
ﬁnj ﬂult'::it' would too much increase the power of the colonies.
—Am.

t M‘Gregor, vol. ii,, p. 375-381. Raynal, Histoire Philoso-
S2
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CHAPTER IV.
: History of Canada under the British.

War between Great Britain and France.—Advantages gained
}-71 the latter.—Expedition against Canada under Wolfe.—
is first Repulse. —Lands a second Time.—Victory.—Death.
~—Conquest of Canada.—State of the Population.—Their
S:id Treatment.—Refuse to join the Rebe]lion by the United
onies.—The latter invade Canada.—Siege of Quebec.—
Repulse and Death of Montgomery.—Americans driven out
of Canada.—A Constitution ted.—Division into Uppeér
and Lower.—Rise of In Dissension.—War with the
United States.—Advantages gained by Britain on the west-
em Frontier.—On the Niagara, &c.—The Americans take
York ('l‘orontot)hand Fort George.—OQbliged to Retreat.—Their
Successes in the West.—Frunitless Attempt on Montreal.—
-Events on the Niagara Frontier.—Large Re-enforcements.
from England.—Failure of Sir George Prevost.—Peace.—
Discontents of the Assembly.—Administration of the Duke
of Richmond.—Earl of Dalhousie.—Sir James Kempt.—Lord
Aylmer.—Increased Discontent.—Commission of Inquiry.—
Earl of Gosford.—Assembly still refuse Supplies.—Resolu-
tions of the British Parliament.— Disturbances in Canada,—
Insurrection.—Suppressed.—Political Movements in Upper
Canada.—Sir Francis Head Governor.—Rising and Defeat of
Mackenzie.— Aggressions from the United States.—Conduct
of their Government.—Mission of the Earl of Durham.—Re-
cent Events,

WE now approach the most memorable period in
the history of Canada, when its dominion was
finally transferred from France to-a rival power.
As the events of this contest, however, though ex-
tremely memorable, form a portion of general his-
tory, and are familiar to many readers, we shall

gxiqne et Politique des Etablissements et du Commerce des
Européens dans les deux Indes (4 vols. 4to, Geneva, 1780), vol.
iv., p. 125, 137. Hawkins's Picture of Quebec (18mo, Quebec,
1834), p. 316, 317. .



UNDER THE BRITISH. 211

here content ourselves with a rapid summary of
them.

The great war which broke out in 1755 opened
in a manner most unfavourable to the British arms,
General Braddock, who marched from New-York
against Canada, having neglected the precautions
necessary in such a country, was completely sur-
g‘rised by a combined force of French and Indians.

e himself being killed, only part of the army was
saved by the skill and intrepidity of Colonel (after-
ward General) Washington, who on that occasion
distinguished himself for the first time. Histroops
being afterward joined to the provincial force under
Generals Shirley and Johnson, repulsed near Lake
George an attack made by a large body of the en-
emy under Baron Dieskau. Johnspn, having ac-
quitted himself with great ability, and received sev-
eral wounds, was rewarded with the honour of
knighthood, and was long much esteemed in Amer-
ican warfare.* But in the two following years the
enemy, headed by the gallant Marquis de Montcalmn,
obtained a series of successes, terminating in the
reduction of the important forts called Oswego and
William Henry. This last triumph was stained
with the barbarous murder, by the Indians, of fif-
teen hundred English prisoners; which Montcalm,
though, it should seem, unjustly, was accused -of
sanctioning. These disasters, joined to the failure
of Admiral Byng at Minorca, and other abortive ex-
peditions, deeply depressed the spirit of the nation,
and seemed to sink their reputation in arms lower
than at any former period. Yet the courage of the
British nation was soon afterward roused : the pub-
lic voice called to the helm of affairs William Pitt, .
the greatest statesman then living, and who was
destined to raise his country to a pitch of glory
before unrivalled.

# Hawkins, p. 318, 319. Bouchette, vol. i, p. 440.
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number of Houses were destroyed, the defences re-
mained almost uninjured. e place, therefore,
could only be carried bg storming the intrench-
ments which the French had thrown up in front of
it. This bold measure Wolfe fesolved to adopt,
and on ‘the 31st July he effected a landing. The
boats, however, had met with an accidental delay;
the grenadiers, it is said, rushed forward with too*
blind and impetuous a valour; Montcalm, strongly

sted between Quebec and Montmorenci, poured
in upon them a destructive fire ; the Indian rifle
told with fatal effect; and the assailants were
finally repulsed with the loss of 182 killed and 650
wounded.

Wolfe felt this disappointment so deeply that his
delicate frame was thrown into a violent fever ; and
in a despatch to Mr. Pitt, he afterward expressed
the apprehensions under which he laboured. The
fleet, his stronges arm, could not act against the
wall of rock on which Quebec is seated ; and with
his weakened force he had to storm fortified posi-
tions defended by troops more numerous than his
own. As soon, however, as his health permitted,
he called a council of war, desired the general offi-
cers to consult together, and, it is said, proposed to
them a second attack on the French lines, avoiding
the errors which had led to the failure of the first.
They were decidedly of opinion that this was inex-
pedient; but, on the suggestion, as is now believed,
of Brigadier-general Townsend, the second in com-

groposed to attempt .a point on the other
side of Quebec, where the enemy were yet unpre-
pared, and whence they might gain the Heights of
Abraham, which overlooked the city. Wolfe as-
sented, and applied all his powers to the accom-
plishment of this plan. Such active demonstrations
were made against Montcalm’s original position, that
he believed it still the main object; and, though
he observed detachments moving up the river,
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own to you, that my heart does not exult in the
midst of this success. I have lost but a friend in
General Wolfe; our country has lost a sure sup-
. port and a perpetual honour. If the world were
sensible at how dear a price we have purchased
Quebec in his death, it would damp the public joy.
Our best consolation is, that Providence seemed
not to promise that he should remain long among
us. He was himself sensible of the weakness of
his constitution, and determined to crowd into a
ft;_vlvuyem actions that would have adorned length
of life.”

The battle had scarcely closed when De Bougain-
ville appeared in the rear; but, on seeing the fortune
of the day, immediately retreated. On the 17th a
flag of truce came out, and on the 18th a capitula-
tion was concluded on honourable terms to the
French, who were not made prisoners, but con-
veyed home to their native country.*

anada was not yet conquered. General Am-
herst, indeed, marching from New-York with a
large force, had reduced the strong posts of Ticon-
deroga and Crown Point; while General Prideaux,
aided by Sir William Johnson with a body of In-
dians, had taken Niagara. But the winter arrested
their farther advance ; and General de Levi, who had
assembled at Montreal upward of ten thousand
men, conceived the design of recapturing Quebec in
the spring, before it could obtain succours either by
sea or land. Being baffled in his projects to ca
it by a coup de main, he landed his army on the 27|
April, 1760, advanced to the heights of Abraham,
and prepared to carry on a regular siege. General
Murray had been left with a garrison of 6000 men;
but a severe attack of scurvy had reduced to half
that number those who were capable of bearing
arms. This officer, dreading that the place was un-

+ Entick’s Hi of the Late War, vol iv., p. 85-118.
Hawkins’ Picture of Quebec, p. 331, 359, 373, 374.
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fit to stand a siege, and hoping much from the
bravery of his troops, attacked the enemy on the
27th April at Sillery ; but, being overpowered by su-
perior numbers, he was defeated with great loss.
f guilty here of any rashness, he atoned for it by
the activity with which he placed Quebec in a state
of defence, and held out the town till the 15th May,
when a fleet, under Admiral Swanton, arrived and
raised the siege. The French army then concen-
trated itself in Montreal, where the Marquis de Vau-
dreuil made an attemgt to maintain his ground; but
being enclosed by the forces under General Am-
herst, and bnthose from Quebec and Niagara, he
found himself obliged,-on the 8th September, 1760,
to sign a capitulation, by which that city and the
whole of Canada were transferred to British domin-
ion. He obtained liberal stipulations for the good
treatment of the inhabitants, and particularly the
free exercise of the Catholic faith, and the preserva-
tion of the glropeny belonging to the religious com-
munities. He even demanded that the bishop should
continue to be appointed by the French monarch,
but this was of course refused.* The possession of
" Canada, as,well as of all the adjoining countries, was
confirmed to Britain by the peace of . Paris, signed
on the 10th February, 1763.

The population at the time of the conquest was
stated by Governor Murray to amount to 69,275,
consisting mostly of cultivators, a frugal, industri-

" ous, and moral race; with a noblesse, also very
poor, but much respecied among them. The Indians
converted to Catholicism were estimated at 7400.1
The inhabitants were involved in great calamity by
the refusal of the Frenchgovemmgnt to pay the bills
drawn and the paper currency iséued by M. Bigot,
the late intendant, already mentioned as havi
been guilty of the most extensive peculation. The

* Hawkins, p. 410-413. Entick, vol. iv., p. 473, 474.
+ M‘Gregor, vol. ii., p. 382.
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gross sum is stated by Raynal at 80,000,000 of livres
(£3,333,000 sterling); but, considering the small
number and poverty of the people, we cannot help
suspecti.n% it to be much exaggerated. It is said
that the claims were, on grounds of equity, reduced
to 38,000,000; though, according to M‘Gregor, no
more was received in return for them than £250,000
in money, and £125,000 in bonds, which never be-
came effective.®
The terms in favour of the French residents were
faithfully, and even liberally, fulfilled by the English
government. All offices, however, were conferred
on British subjects, who then consisted only of mil-
itary men, with not guite 500 petty traders, many of
whom were ill fitted for so important a situation.
‘They showed a bigoted spirit, and an offensive con-
tempt of the old inhabitants, including even their
class of nobles. General Murray, notwithstanding,
strenuously protected the latter, without regard to
repeated complaints made against him to the minis-
t? at home ; and by this impartial conduct he gain-
ed their confidence in a degree which became con-
spicuous on occasion of the great revolt of the
United Colonies. During that momentous period,
though pressingly invited to assist the latter, the
Canadians never swerved from their allegiance.
‘With a view to conciliate them, the ‘ Quebec Act,”
assed in 1774, changed the English civil law, which
ad been at first introduced, for the ancient system
called the coutume de Paris. The French language
was also directed to be employed in the law-courts,
and other chatvlges made with the view of gratifying
that nation. These concessions did not, however,
give universal satisfaction, especially as they were
not attended with any grant of a national represent-
ation.
The Americans, finding all their proposals reject-

- * Raynal, vol. v,, p. 230. M‘Gregor, vol. i, p. 381.
Vou. IL.—-T
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Colonel M‘Lean ; the rest were British and Canadi-
«q militia, seamen, and others. The summons to
surrender, however, was at once rejected; and
Montgomery, after pushing the siege during the
. month of December without any prospect of suc-
cess, determined to carry the place by a night-as-
sault. On the 3lst, two storming parties were
formed ; one under himself, and the other under Ar-
nold. They were to advance from opposite sides,
and meet at the foot of Mountain-street, then force
Prescott Gate, and reach the upper town. The
first battery encountered ‘y Montgomery was de-
fended chiefly by a party of Canadian mllltm, with
nine British seamen to work the guns. Having re-
ceived some previous notice, they were on the
watch ; and, about daybreak, saw amid the snow a
body of troops in full march from Wolfe’s Cove.
Orders were given to make no movement ; and the
enemy having halted at the distance of ﬁl'ty yards,
sent forward an officer to reconnoitre, who found
everything perfectly still, On his return the Amer-
icans rushed forward in double quick time to the
attack. When they were close to the spot, Captain
Barnsfare, at the critical moment, gave the signal
for a general discharge of %uns and musketry. It
told with unexpected and fatal effect; for, amon
many others, Montgomel’g himself, the gallant chief,
fell to rise no more he troops, on wnnessmg
this disaster, made a ‘Prec:lpntate retreat.*

Meantime Arnold, the opposite side, pushed

* This event has been very variously related. Hinton (His-
tory and Topography of the United States, 2 vols. 4to, London,
1834, vol. i., 336) even represents it as a mere casual fire by
which Mantgomery was killed ; but we have followed Hawkins,
whoog narrative appears to be the result of very careful re-
search.*

* Notwithstanding what is hennid,mo better opinion undoubtedly
is, that this was a mere random shot; and that, but for this fatal cas-
ualty, the su wonld have been and the result of the en~
wrprise very different from what it —dm. Ed.
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on his attack with d te resolution. In ss-
saulting the first barrier, he received a severe wound
in the leg, which obliged him to l&uit the field.*
But his_party, led on by Captain Morgan, carried
the post, and pushed on to a second. Here, how-
ever, their efforts were vain; and General Carleton
having sent a detachment upon their rear, they
were surrounded, and finally, to the number of 426,
obliged to surrender. Neither of the parties thus
reached the main point of attack at Prescott Gate,
where the governor was stationed, with the deter-
mination to maintain it to the last extremity.

The British were not yet aware of all the results
of the contest. As soon as the retreat of the first
party was ascertained, they went out and collected

- from under the snow, which had already covered
them, thirteen bodies. The surmise soon arose
that one of them was that of the commander; yet
some hours elapsed before an officer of Arnold’s di-
vision identified him, with the deepest expressions
of admiration and regret. Momgomer{, a gentle-
man of good family in the north of Ireland, had
served under Wolfe, but having afterward formed a
matrimonial connexion in America, he had adopted
with enthusiasm the cause of the United States as
that of liberty. His military character, joined to
his private virtues, inspired general esteem, and has
secured to him a place on the roll of noble and gal-
lant chiefs who fell beneath the walls of Quebec.

Arnold succeeded to the command, and attempted
still to maintain his ground ; but the dispirited state
of his men, still more than his actual loss, rendered

* What a melancholy contrast to the heroism here displayed,
‘was exhibited in the conduct of this officer at a subsequent pe-
riod. By his execrable attempt to betray the all-important mil-
itary post of West Point, its garrison, and, it is believed, the

rson of Washington himself, and, with these, the last hopes of

is country, into the hands of the enemy, he covered his name
with infamy, and obliterated all remembrance of his glorious
deeds.—Am. Ed.
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him unable to keep up more than an imperfect
blockade, at the distance of three miles. In April,
1776, his place was taken by General Wooster, who
brought a re-enforcement, and made some fresh at-
tempts, but without success. Early in May several
vessels arrived from England with troops and sup-
lies, on which the enemy raised the siege and fell
k upon Montreal. Thence they were driven
from post to post, till, on the 18th June, they finally
evacuated the province, on which they never made
any farther attempt.* .

This long war terminated in 1783, by the inde-
pendence of all the colonies which had united
against Britain. The issue, unfavourable, or, at
least, mortifying to the mother coumrcy, was attend-
ed with considerable advantages to Canada; for a
large body of loyalists, expatriated on account of
their political principles, sought refuge in her terri-
tory. They received liberal grants of land, and
laid the foundation of that prosperity which has
since so eminently distinguished the upper province.

The country continued for some years in a state
of progressive advancement, being only agitated by
the desire, sometimes strongly expressed, of obtain-
ing a representative government. In 1790, Mr. Pitt
determined to grant this boon on a basis nearly re-
sembling that of the British Constitution. As a pre-
liminary, it was resolved to divide Canada into two
governments, Upper and Lower: and it is somewhat
remarkable, that this arrangement, so much depre-
cated by the present loyalist party, originated with
the minister, who carried it through in the face of
strong opposition from Fox and other Whig mem-
bers. He considered that the attempt to unite two
classes of population, so different in origin, lan-
guage, and manners, would evidently lead to disu-
nion and dissension; while they argued that this

*+ Hawkins’s Picture of Quebec, p. 424-434, 438. HMinton,
vol. i., p. 344, Te
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be expelled from their body, as being dependant
upon and removable by government. To gain the
latter object, they offered to defray from the funds
of the colony the whole expense of the civil admin-
istration. Although this was a boon, and unasked
for, yet, on account of its apprehended purpose, it
was repelled with indignation, and the assembly
soon afterward dissolved. The novel exercise of a
free press by a newspaper called “ the Canadian,”
in attacking the measures of government, was se-
verely checked; the printer was sent to prison, and
all his materials destroyed. Six individuals were
also taken into custody, though never brought to
trial. These proceedings gave to this period the
appellation of the * Reign of Terror.*

n 1811 a new Assembly was called, which did
not show itself more compliant. In the autumn of
that year, however, Sir George Prevost, a more
popular governor, assumed the reins of administra-
tion; and circumstances soon after occurred which
induced the Canadians to suspend their complaints,
and to make displays of loyalty as ardent as if they
had never been dissatisfied.

The war commenced by the United States against
Britain in 1812 produced a formidable crisis in the
history of Canada, especially of the upper province.
It is not Xroposed to enter into any discussion of
the grounds or merits of the hostile resolution adopt-
ed by Congress.f Doubtless, however, as Britain

* Bouchette, vol. i, p. 443, 445. M‘Gregor, vol. ii, p. 391.
Roebuck on Existing Difficulties in the Administration of the
Canadas (London, 1836), p. 6.

t From the treaty of 1783, acknowledging the independence
of her former colonies, the policy of Great Britain towards the
United States was but little worthy of a great and magnanimous
nation. She persisted for several years in keepinfg oasession
of the western military posts, in direct violation of the stipula-
tions of that treaty ; exercising by this means a widely-extended
influence over the [ndian tribes, to the great ri;;f':ry of our fron-
tier settlements. By reviving the iniquitous of 1756, which
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then stood, with her whole di le force en-
gaged against Napoleon, they calculated with con-
fidence on obtaining possession ‘of the Canadas, if
not of all British America. A similar impression
prevailed in the colony itself, defended then by only
4500 troops, of whom not more than 1450 were in
the ypper provinge, though the most , and
presenting the most extended frontier. Not a few
were inclined on the first alarm to pack up and quit

s in effect to deny to the neutral all rade not enjoyed by the
ligerant, she greatly crippled and distressed our rising com-
merce. By her orders in council of November, 1793, her armed
g o board tho profuce Of the polonses of Kvoncs, o carcying
ing on board the produce e coloniés of of carrying
';:%visions‘or supplies to the same; and this lgthe abeence of
any blockade o ?e ports of such colgnies. otv(itymndi:f
the treaty concluded by Mr. Jay in 1794, with the object of af-
fotdln'd;"z pomf pmt?c{’lg;) to American linwmpeal’ed, these obnonme:lng
ol , in place of g permanently re, were y
modified so?qewhal in thejr effects, by the subgtitution.of others
scarcely less object;onable, in 1795 and 1798. In 1806 she in-
terdicted all neutra] commerce with Franceand her dependances,
by merely a paper blockade. Bubjected to such sweeping an-
noyances from gne of the great belligerants, and expoeed to vexa-
tions equally ruinous at the hands of the other, there was no
longer the smallest security for the d;r).legt:eful prosecution of com-
mercial enterprises, and cur merchant ships could scarcely move
upon the ocean but at the imminent hazard of "capture and con-
fiscation. But the abuse which most strongly excited thé indig-
pant feelings of the nation, as being more aggrayated and intol-
erable than any other, was the practice of British naval officers
boarding our ships on the high seas, and foﬁb}y taking from themy
the seamen by which they were navigated. under the pretence
of their being British subjects. Thus the American sailor found
no protection afforded to him by his national flag, but might at
apy time bhe seized and t orted on board a British ship-of- -
war, there to be detained, he knew not for what length of time,
in a state of odious and oppressive servitude. If to this list of
grievances bg added the outrageous attack upon the frigate
Chesapeake by a British squadron at a time of pesce, and with-
in the American waters, and the crowning fact that no endeav-
ours of American government were of the slightest avail in
obtaining either redress for the past or security for the future,
the reader will be able to perceive the causes by which this wer
was provoked.~Am, BEd. ) -
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the country; but Sir George Prevost, seconded by
the majority of the inhabitants, adopted a more
spirited resolution. The militia were called out;
Quebec was garrisoned by the citizens; and the
frontier placed in a state of defence.*

The States, though they had resorted to hostilities
with such sanguine anticipations, were by no means
in a forward state of preparation. Few of the of-
ficers who had distinguished themselves in the war
of independence survived the lapse of nearly thirty
years.t Generzal Hull, however, one of these veter-
ans, was sent with a force of 2500 men to open the
campaign on the western frontier of Upper Canada.§
On the 5th of July, 1812, he arrived at Detroit, an
on the 12th crossed the river and took possession of
Sandwich, whence he issued a proclamation invi-
ting the colonists to join him, or, at least, to remain
neutral. Having no cannon mounted, he did not
think it practicable to attack Fort Malden, which
covered Amherstburg, where Lieutenant-colonel St.
George with his small force was posted. Hull, how-
ever, pushed forward detachments into the country,
which gained some advantages and induced a few of
the inhabitants to join them. But his prospects
were soon clouded. Captain Roberts, wit‘t’n a small
detachment, had early reduced the Fort of Michilli-
mackinac,§ which “ opened upon him the northern

+ Mon! ery Martin’s History of the British Colonies (5
vols. 8vo, don, 1834), vol. iii, p. 188.
+ Carey and Lea, Geography, &c., of America (8vo, London,

1823%, p- 59.
1 This force consisted of about an equal number of regular
tmof and of volunteers from the State of Ohio.—Am. Ed.

¢ Lieut. Hanks, who held this important post with a garrison
of only fifty-six men, had, by some untable negli )y
received no information of the war, and was first apprized of its
existence by the appearance of a hostile force, and a summons
from its commander to surrender the place. The great superior-
ity of the enemy, whose force, consisting of regulars and Indians,
was nmehund,nd strong, left no alm.mtive to the American
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demned to be shot, thoug.h spared on account of his
age and former services.

The Americans made great. efforts to obtain a
more fortunate result on the Niagara frontier. Ear-
ly in September more than 6000 men were brought
to the banks of the river, with the view of crossing
it and penetrating into Canada. They were encour-
aged by the exploit of two row-boats, which cap-
tured the same number of British gun-brigs, with

i th:nd decision, the cannon were embarked, the time ap-

pointed, everything for the army to advance;
when, to its utter utonism::d without the slightest change
of circumstances, or any apparent cause whatever, instead of
moving against the enemy, they received orders to retreat with-
out delay to the Amerjcan side, and thus to abandon even such
advan as they had already obtainéd. This movement was
executed not without exciting the utmost indignation both in
the officers and men. As the Americans retired, the British
assumed the offensive, and advanced. They commenced their
tions by erecting batteries on the oppoaite share to Detroit,
'.itheir next step was to despatch a flag of truce t6' the Ameri.
can commander, very modestly demanding, before a gun had
been fired, the surrender of his position; and of the force under
his command. ‘The reply returned was, that the place would be
defended to the last extremity. This was followed by an inef-
fectual bombardment from either side. On the morning of the
16th the British amx wag suffered to' larid without oppositiots
on the American’ shore’; they advanced immediately upoh
Detroit ; the American troops were posted most advantageously
o receive them; ev t.hm; appeared to promise an easy vic-
; when, just béfofe the'dpproachingy ¢clamour of the enémy
come within' the range of the American artillery, orders
wrare received nbt to fire ; and, at the same time, the troops post-
ed in the town were commanded to retire to the fort. A white
flag, in token' of submission, was hung out ipon the walls, and
an unconditional surrender was immeﬁiaze]y agreed to, not onl
of the fort and garrisop, but of the entire military district, wil
all the trobp® ynthm’the’ American general’s command. Thus
termrinated this most humiliating and calamitous affair ; and the
reader may og'_udge whether there were not grounds for at
1east some thewnighg;hugdeprefe [ against the Ameri-
iy oot L p 8648 314-376,72, 73. M L
+ James, vol. i., p. 5 , 72, 73, Martin, vol. iii.,
p. 180, Brackenridge's History of th ste Was {12md, och odb
tion, 3 e



Black Rock. Early on the following morning, two
detachments succeeded in crossing, and, after a long
and confused fight in the dark, drove in with loss

* Notwithstanding the unfortunate result of the battle of
Queenston, attributable to the refusal of the militia to cross
over to the support of the detachment on the Canada shore,
it was undoub! , 88 it regards the troops engaged, a very gal-
lant affair. The whole American force did not much exceed
1000 men, of which not more than 300 were regulars ; whereas,
from the commencement of the action, they were opposed to
superior numbers, afterward re-enforced bz 600 regu?ar troops
under General Brock, and still later inthe day by a detachment
of 800 strong under General Sheaffe, nearly all regular trooj
Notwithstanding this, the Americans bravely defended 3;
ﬁronnd they won, against reiterated attacks, from an early

our in the muminﬁ.o 5 o’clock in the afternoon; nor did they
finally yield until there was no longer any l;m of their being
sustained by re-enforcements from the other —Am. Ed.
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the British outposts;* but when day broke, and
Lieutenant-colonel Bisshopp had collected about 600
ars and militia, they hastily retired to the other

ide, leaving a party of thirty to {all into the hands
of the English. Another division be, to cross,
but some rounds of musketry and artillery induced
them to return. In the course of the day, after a
vain summons to surrender Fort Erie, nearly half
the force was embarked, though in the afternoon
the postponbment of the enterprise was announced.
After several days of uhcertain councils, it was
finally decided that the expedition should be aban-

for the season.t . .

The severity of the season caused a suspension
of operations scarcely interrupted unless by an at-
tack on Ogdensburgh by Captain M‘Donnell, who,

ing the 8t. Lawrence on the ice, drpve out the

n, and obtained possession of eleven pieces

of cannon and a considerable quantity of stores.}
The Americans, meantime, were making extraordi-
nary exertions to open the new campaign. At
Sackett’s Harbour, on the southern shore of Onta-
rio, a naval armament was equipped, which gave
them for some time the control of that fine lake.
A large force had been assembled and placed under
anew commander, General Dearborn. The plan of
this campaign was limited to the conquest of Upper
Canada, the achievement of which, as that country
was defended by only 2100 regular troops, was con-
sidered beyond the reach of chance. On the 25th

# These detachments the American sccounts state to have
been entirely successful in occupying the enemy’s works and
spiking their cannon ; and that here, again, the failure of timely
re-enforcements alone epnmted a complete triumph.—Am. Ed.

+ James, vol. i, p. 81, 376, 377, 383--384. Brackeuridge, p.

wi
Veu. 1.-U
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Commodore Chauncey, on the 27th My, disembark-
ed 4000 men under Dearborn and Lewis, both these .
operations were attempted ; but, after a long and se-
vere contest, were. rendered unavailing by the supe-
rior numbers of the invaders.* Vincent was obli-
ed, after calling in the garrisons of Chippeway and
i‘ort Erie, to retreat first to the Beaver Dams, and
then to Burlington Heights, near the western ex-
tremity of Lake Ontario. The victors could not in-
tercept his retreat, but they established for the first
time a regular lodgment in Canada.t
Meantime a respectable naval force having been
organized at Kingston by Sir James Yeo, Sir George
vost, the governor, was prevailed upon to employ
it in the attack of Sackett’s Harbour, defended only
by a small party, while the main body of the enemy
was employed against Fort George. He sailed on
the 27th of May, with about 750 men; but, on ap-
proaching, showed considerable hesitation, and even
ve orders for a return to Kingston, till, encouraged
the success of the Indians in capturing twelve
boats with seventy dragoons, he succeeded in effect-
ing alanding on the morning of the 29th. ' Notwith-
smndin%ethe difficulties of the ground, he drove the
enemy before him, till they took shelter in a log-bar-
rack and stockaded fort. Thence they kept up such
a destructive fire, that General Prevost, considering
it impossible to force the position, and panic-struck,
it is said, by a false alarm raised by General Brown
in his rear, ordered a retreat. Much difference of
opinion, however, prevailed among the officers.
Major Drummond is reported to have said: “ A few

#* The only part of the American nrmrly really engaged in this
action was the advanced corpe under Col. Scott, and part of the
brigade of General Boyd, united, both numerically inferior to
the enemy. The victory was complete, and the prisoners alone
exceeded 600.—Am. Kd.

X . v
n;. James, vol. i, p. 151 -164, 407-412. Brackenridge, p. 108--
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General Harrison, on receiving intelligence of
this disaster, took up a position near the rapids of
Miami to await re-enforcements. . Colonel Proctor
felt equally the importance of attacking him before
their arrival. Having assembled about 1000 regulars
and militia and 1200 Indians, he embarked them at
Ambherstburg on the 23d April, then sailed across

- Lake Erie, and up the Miami. Many delays, how-
ever, occurred, by which the enemy was enabled so
to atrengthen his position, that the attack made on
tho 1st of May had very little effect. The Ameri-
cans were then encouraged to assume the offensive,
which they did with large bodies of troops, partly
landed from the river, partly sallying from the fort.
Az first they gained possession of the British batter-
jes ; but they were then attacked at different points
with such decisive success, that upward of a thou-
sand were killed or taken, and the rest with difficul-

found refuge within the intrenchments.* These

roctor found himself still unable to storm; but he

had so weakened. the enemy’s force as to remove
all immediate danger of invasion.} h

Let us now return to the main theatre of opera-
tions on the Niagara frontier, where we have seen

an indiscriminate massacre of the prisoners took place. Out of
the 450 who had surrendered, a comparatively small number
only escaped.—Am. Ed.

* The force brought by Proctor to the attack of Fort Meigs
is stated in the American accounts to have been 550 regulars,
800 militia, and 1500 Indians. The American ison consist-
ed of 1200 men, principally volunteers, and in the sortie against
the enemy’s works they were supported by a detachment from
the corps under General Clay, amounting to 800 men, also vol-
unteers. The principal loss sustained by the Americans was
owjnﬁ td their too great impetuosity in pursuing the enemy, by
which means they were drawn into an ambuscade, and attacked
on all sides by a savage force greatly outnumbering their own.
‘The abandonment of the siege, and the retreat of the enemy,
2&&Mevmmooﬁhpmeuofthemw.—

t James, vol. i., p. 194-201, l?;m Brackenridge, p.96-08.






UNDER THE BRITISH. 288

soon afterward by & small body of regulars, eon-
oeived himself to be surrounded, and, on being sum-
moned by Lieutenant Fitzgibbon, surrendered his
whole corpa prisoners of war.®* The Americans
now held nothing on the right bank of the river be-
yond Fort George. The British even made incun
sions on the opposite shore, in one of which Colo-
nel Bisshopp gained possession of Black Rock,
where he destroyed or carried off the arms and
stores; but being attacked while re-embarking by
a superior force, his party suffered some loss, and
he r;hax?:elf received three wounds, which proved
mo

The British at this time gained some advanta%es .
on Lake Champlain, taking several vessels, and de-
stroying the American magazines at Plattsburg
and Swanton.] They were now, however, des-
tined to experience severe reverses, and that, too,
on the theatre of their most brilliant triumphs.

The Americans made extraordinary exertions to
retrieve ‘their affairs on the western frontier; vol-
unteers crowded from Kentucky, a territory of
daring and warlike habits, and by September they
had succeeded in augmenting General Harrison's
army to upward of 5000 men. They had formed
another fortified station on Swndusky river, which
Major-genergl Proctor, without success, attempted

#.There is no doubt this expedition was ill judged, and with-
out any sufficient object to have rendered it expedient. Still
the account here given is’ most un; to the American com-
mander and the troops under his e. They made a most
brave resistance, though attacked on all sides by a greatly supe-
rior force of British and Indians ; nor did they capitulate until
their ammeunition was all but exhausted, and ane third of theix
number either killed or wounded.— Am. Ed.

n;..!m. vol i, p. 205-229, 431-442. Brackenridge, p. 114~

1 The magazines were the private warehouses of the citi-
wh most and de-
zens, _onpr&pm,m prlundcmd ‘
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to reduce.® A squadron of nine vessels, mounting
fifty-six s, had been equipped by them qn Lake
Erie, and it was with great difficulty that one able
to contend with it could be fitted out by the Brit-
ish, under Captain Barclay. An engagement took
place, which was maintained with the utmost ob-
stinacy ; but the conflict ended in the defeat and
entire surrender of the English squadron.f} This
event reduced General Proctor to extreme distress,
depriving him of access to supplies and re-enforce-
ments, while his stock of provisions had become
quite inadequate for his own troops and the numer-
ous Indians who had joined his standard. On the
arrival, therefore, in the end of September, of Gen-
eral Harrison at Detroit, he did not attempt to
maintain his position at Amherstburg, but retreated
’:P the river Thames. The other pursued him

osely with 3500 troops, while Proctor was desert-
ed by most of his Indians, of whom he had now
only about 500, with 800 whites. At the Moravian
town, on the 5th of October, he took up a strong
‘position, flanked by the river on one side and a
wood on the other, where he hoped to render un-
availing the superior numbers of the enemy. Har-
rison, however, had with him a body of combat-

[ J

* The defence of this fort was one of the most gallant affairs
during the war. The American garrison consisted of only 160
men, under the command of Major Croghan. Their works
were weak, and a single six-pounder was all their artillery.
Proctor assailed it with a force of 500 regular troops and 700
Indians, and wasrepulsed in all his attempts with great slaugh-
ter.—Am. Ed.
. 4 The American squadron in this action consisted of nine
vessels, mounting fifty-six guns; the British, of six vessels,
mounting sixty-nine guns. With the exception ofthe Lawrence
and the Niagara, all the American vessels were small, whereas
five of the British vessels were comparatively large. The loss
of the Americans was twenty-seven killed and ninety-six wound-
ed ; that of the British, two hundred in killed and wounded, and
six hundred prisoners.—Am. Ed. :

1 James, vol. i,, p. 263--274. Carey and Les, p. 62,
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ants yet unknown in warfare, the Kentucky mount-
ed riflemen, accustomed to ride through the woods,
using their weapon with almost preternatural skill.
Their very novelty, he justly hoped, would make
& strong il:&)ramon. Following his instructions,
they received the fire of their opponents, then gal-
loped forward, and in a few minutes completely
broke the British ranks, spreading among them a
general confusion.* The severest conflict was
with the Indians, who lost their chief Tecumseh,
one of the bravest of the brave, and equally dis-
tinguished by policy and eloquence. The main eob-
ject of his life had been to unite his followers in a
grand confederacy against the Americans. In en-
mity to them, he had warmly attached himself to
the cause of the British, and aided them in succes-
sive victories. General Proctor retreated to An-
caster; where he could rally only 200 men, with
whom he joined the Niagara army. Harrison
also, having thus recovered Michigan, and conquer.
ed the western districts, marched to re-enforce his
countrymen in that quarter.t

The Americans now formed a plan of operations
on a grander scale, directed t Montreal, the
success of which would have in their hands
the whole of Upper Canada. In this enterprise
two armies were destined to co-operate ; one, con-
sisting of nearly 8000, under Major-general Hamp-
ton, from Lake Champlain; the other, amounting to
8800, under Major-general Wilkinson, from Grena~
dier Island, near Sackett’s Harbour, on Lake Onta-
rio. As the city was defended by a very small pro-
portion of the regular soldiers, who were chiefly -

* The British force in this action is no doubt much underrs-
ted. The Indians alone wue.ncmi:‘ftothoAmcricanw-
counts, from 1900 o 1600. 8ix h regular troops were

nmn?thprlnl_nn.—mxd.
u; ames, vol. i, p. 976-898, 451-436. Brackenridge, p. 146-
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omplayed in the uppqrprovinee, Hampton
hing vigorously forward, to capture thehm
litthe difficulty. But, having passed the frontier
-mthe end of October, he found on the banks of the
river Chateauguay the advanced corps of 800 British,
with 172 Indians, commanded by Lieuteftant-colonels
De Salaberry and M‘Donnell. These'officers posted
their troops so judiciously amid woods, and so skil-
fully concealed the smallness of their number, thst
the enemy, though they made several brisk a.ttacks
were always repulsed and Hampton, believing lnm-
self opposed b; {la large force, determined to retreat.
: Meantime, the larger expedition under General
having crossed. Lake ‘' Ontario, entered
ﬂe wver Saint Lawrence. At Williamsburg, two

considerable detachments were landed, in order at -

onte toclearthe banks and to" ighten the Jboats
while descending the rapids. On the-11th Novem-
ber; oné of these, under Major-general Boyd, en-
countered Lieutenant-colonel Morrison with an infe-
rior British force. ' A very obstinate conflict ensued,
in which both parties claimed the victory.*. The
result was not such as to prevent the Americans
from continuing to descend the river towards Mon-
treal. Near Cornwall the commander received de-

spatches from General Hampton, intimating that he
declined the expected co-operation, and intended
to fall back upon Lake Champlain. Wilkinson then
oonceived it necessary to give up for this season
any attempt upon Montreal, especially as he found
the population hostile to the States, and attached to
the British government. He therefore placed his
army in winter quarters, near the French mills, on
the Salmon river, where he formed a plan for at-
tacking Prescott and Kingston; but, finding himself

* In point of numbers, the detachments :nn?gadmtm“anﬂnt
were probably about equal. The Ameri; were mostly new
recruits, never before in action, while the Bntuh force consisted
entttely of veteran troops,—Am. Ed.
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miuch straitened for provisions, was induced to fall
back upon Plattsburg.* )
Meantime, the employment of the main army of
the Americans in this unsuccessful expedition ena~
bled their opponents to resume the offensive on the
Niagara frontier. On the first intelligence of the
disasters sustained in the west, General Vincent had
been ordered to fall back upon Kingston; but he
considered that circumstances now justified him
in maintaining his position. The enemy’s force in
this quarter had been greatly reduced. On the ad-
vance of a strong detachment under Colonel Mur-~
ray, the American commander, General M‘Clure,
first fell back upon Fort George, then abandoned
that post, previous to which he reduced the adjoin-
ing town of Newark to ashes.f Murray was not
content with pursuing him beyond the river ; he al-
80 surprised and stormed Fort Niagara, taking above
400 prisoners, with a large quantity of arms and
stores.] ' The English afterward surprised and
plundered the villages of Lewiston, Black Rock,
and Buffalo, where they retaliated not very consid-
erately the acts of M‘Clure at Fort George.§
Operations were recommenced early in the
spring of 1814. Lieutenant-colonel Williams, with

. James, p. 301333, 347350, 467--475. Brackenridge, p. 158

t This act excited great indignation in the United States
against their own commander, was promptly disavowed by
the American government.—Am. Ed.

3 The garrison of this place consisted of about 300 men,
mostly invalids. Capt. Lewis, the eommandinﬁ officer, was ab-
sent from his post at the time of the attack, and, with the most
culpable negligence, had made no provision against surprise.
The entire garrison, with the exception of about twenty men
who escaped, instead of being taken prisoners as is here stated,
were put to the sword. A scene of devastation followed along
the whole Niagara frontier, under pretence of retaliation for the
buming of Newark, that was truly appalling.—Am. Ed.

1%1?“’ vol. ii., p. 4, 8--22, 396--403. Brackenridge, p. 169
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on the 95th the Americans commenced the attack.
The battle of Lundy’s Lane was fought long, obsti-
nately, and with varions fortune, a great 13“‘ of it
amid thick derkness, which caused several strange
mistakes. The American general and the second
in command were wounded, and Riall, on the other
side, was taken prisoner. By a singular accident,
in the midst of the conflict, Lieutenant-general
Drummond arrived with a re-enforcement from
York, which restored the battle. Both sides claim
s dearly-bought victory ;* the enemy, however, re-
tired to Fort Erie. On the night of the 14th of
August, Drummond made an attack upon the place
in two divisions; but his men, in both cases, were
re with very severe loss.{
eantime another part of Canada became the the-

atre of important operations, After the successes
of the allied powers in Europe, the capture of Pari
and the abdication of Napoleon, Britain was enabl
to tam her whole strength against the United States,
over whom a full triumph was then anticipated. A
. strong detachment from the south of France arrived

in Canada, and enabled Sir George Prevost to place
himself at the head of 11,000 men, with whom he
undertook to carry the war into the enemy’s coun-
try. He proceeded to the attack of Plattsburg on
Lake Champlain, defended only by 1500 troops, the
rest having been sent to the upper province. Ma-
comb, the American commander, on being
by this suﬂerior force, fell back on his main posi-
tion, which he strongly fortified. Sir George, on
the 11th of September, arrived in front of it; but

* The battle of Lundy’s Lane was among the most i
nary and obstinate cmﬂgm that occurred during the war. !i!he
American accounts state that the British force was little
short of 5000 ; while their own was nearly a third less. The
loes on_botlil.sidu was exceedingly severe, and nearly equal ;

smounting, in the aggregate, to nemrly 2000 men.~—Am. Ed.
} ”; James, vol.ii..p.ua-m,m& Brackenridge, p. 219~
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inclined for peace, which was concladed at Ghent
on the 24th December, 1814, upon terms which, after
this long and checkered contest, brought back the
two powers to exactly the same position as when
they had commenced.*

Sir George Prevost was succeeded in April, 1815,
by Sir George Gordon Drummond, under whom
some discontents began again to appear. These
referred chiefly to the conduct of the judges, whom-
the Assembly viewed with such jealousy that they
had impeached at one time the heads of the court
both at Quebec and Montreal. In 1816, Sir John
Coape Sherbrooke went out as governor-general ;
and ‘under his administration, at once vigorous and
conciliatory, harmony was little interrupted. In
1818, he was instructed by Earl Bathurst te accept
the offer formerly made to pay the whole civil list
out of the funds of the province ; and he applied, not
for a permanent settlement, but merely for the sum
necessary to meet the current expenses. This wag
readily granted ; and, in order to raise it, new taxes
were imposed, of which, however, the Assembly re-
served to themselves the appropriation.

Sir John being obliged by severe iliness to return -
to England, was succeeded in 1818 by the Duke of
Richmond. This nobleman, though personally pop-
ular, introduced an innovation, which led to the long
and serious conflict between the crown and the As-
sembly. Instead of submitting, like his predecessor,
a detailed estimate of every object of expenditure,
he divided the whole into chapters, each compre-
hending a head or branch, the entire amount of
which was alone specified. The Assembly refused
to sanction such a change, and passed a vote ac-
cording to the estimate of the former governor,
stating each payment in detail. The legislative

o Hale's History o tho Onisod Bissee, Harpors Schont DIs
s08 . , 3 is-
trict Library, Third Series.
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‘full detail. This arrangement was well received,
the required sum was voted, and the session termi-
nated amid muitual courtesies.

In the year 1823, the popular cause was strength-
ened by the insolvency of the receiver-general, Sir
John Caldwell; an inquiry into whose accounts
had been vainly demanded by the Assembly, and
who proved to be indebted to the public nearly

£100,000. When, in the following year, the gov-

ernor presented his estimates, the representatives
assumed a high tone; disputing the right of the
crown to select the objects on which to employ its
revenue ; condemning the unlawful appropriation of
public money, and -materially reducing the amount
of the sum demanded. These proceedings drew
forth a strong expression of displeasure from Lord
Dalhousie.

In 1825, the government, during his lordship’s
temporary absence, was administered by Sir Fran-
cis Burton. This officer, anxious to conciliate the
lower house, yielded nearly all the points in dispute.
He sanctioned a bill of supply, in which no distine-
tion was made between the government and the
popular expenditure ; an annual grant being made,
with considerable reductions, so that & virtual con-
trol over the whole revenue was thereby conceded
to the members. Accordingly, they now openly '
claimed the right to appropriate all that was raised
within the province, denying the privilege, hitherto
exercised by government, of the uncontrolled dis-
posal of certain branches. These were the produce
of duties on imports, imposed by act of Parliament
in 1774, and yielding annually about £34,000, with
some of smaller amount arising from the sale of
land, timber, and other casual sources. Earl Bath-
rust strongly disapproved of the concessions made
by Burton ; and Lord Dalhousie, having resumed
office in 1826, disallowed a bill in which the above
claim was incorporated.x 2
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made independent of the annual votes of that body.
They recommended that a more liberal character
should be conferred on the legislative and executive
councils; and that the public lands should be as-

i in a more beneficial manner. Generally ad-
mitting that the grievances complained of were
more or less well founded, they advised a thorough
and effectual redress.

. This report appears to have given very decided
satisfaction in the colony, and the Assembly order-
ed it to be printed, and 400 copies distributed.* 1In
a series of resolutions passed on the 19th March,
1830, tll:];ly seem to limit their demands to the com-
plete fulfilment of its provisions.t Sir James Kempt,
who was sent out in 1828, had been furnished with
instructions to carry the recommendations of the
contmittee into effect with as little delay as possible,
and generally to follow a conciliat::ly system. He
appears to have proceeded with zeal and efficiency
in the smscribed course. Three new members
were added to the legislative council, who are said'
to have been agreeable to the popular party. The
judges, with the exception of the chief justice, whose
advice on legal questions was considered desirable,
were requested, with some eamestness, to 3
their places in that body. They declined compliance,
but agreed to take no share in its deliberations, and
did not afterward attend its sittings. New members
were also added to the executive council, in which
seats were even offered to Neilson and Papineau,
the leaders of the opposition. The act transferring
to the Assembly the revenue in dispute could not be
obtained immediately, but it was promised on the
first meeting of Parliament. The Assembly, how-
ever, in voting the supplies of 1839, had proceeded
on the supposition of having the whole at their dis-

¢ Minutes of the Evidence taken before the Seleet Commit-
tee m:nd in 183¢ on the Affairs of Lower Canada,
t p. & .
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reduced to $67,680. It was intimated, however,
that the casual and territorial revenues arising from
the sale of land, the cutting of timber, and other
sources, were still to be considered as belonging to
the king. They had ameunted in the previous year
to $53,908; but were reduced, by expenses of col-
lection and other deductions, to about $36,000.
This sum it was proposed to employ chiefly in pay-
ing the stipends of the clergy of the Established
Church, hitherto drawn, not ‘very appropriately, out
of the army extraordinsries. It was urged that
these funds belonged legally and constitutionally to
his majesty, whose employment of them upon ob-
jects not of mere patronage, but closely connected
with the interests of the province, could not be rea-
sonably objected to. .

Lord Aylmer was well aware that this last reser-
vation would be deemed very unsatisfacto:z; but
he considered it most prudent to lay before the As-
sembly a full and frank statement of the views of
government. That body, after inquiring into the
mode of collection and amount of these revenues,
passed a resolution, that, “under no circumstances,
and upon no consideration whatever, they would
sbandon or compromise their claim to control over
the whole public revenue.” Particular objection
was also intimated to the support of exclusive re-
ligious establishments; doubtless more strongly
felt from the circumstance that the church to be
endowed was different from that of the ruling party.
They determined, therefore, for the present, not to
grant any permanent supply ; and on the 8th March,
1831, dvew up, on the motion of Mr. Neilson, a long
list of grievances, which was presented to the gov-
ernor. He expressed, in return, an earnest wish to
know if these comprised the whole of their com-
plaints ; giving them to understand that silence
would be construed into an admission of their
being so. They were accordingly silent; passed a
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should not sit in the executive or legislative coun-
cils, it was determined that permanent salaries
should be paid to them. But, at the same time, a
motion of Mr. Neilson was carried by a large ma-
jority, that these should be drawn in the first in-
stance from the casual and territorial revenues,
which Lord Goderich had expressly reserved to the
crown. Lord Aylmer considered it, therefore, ne-
cessary to send home the bill, yet with an advice
to accept the terms, as the best there was any like-
lihood of obtaining. It was rejected, however, on
two grounds; first, that it did not render the judges
really independent of the Assembly, but left an an-
nual vote still necessary. We cannot help suspect-
ing that thére was here an unhappy misconception.
The terms of the bill are, “ that the salaries shall
be secured to them in a fixed and permanent man-
ner;” and “shall be taken and paid out of the pro-
ceeds of the casual and territonial revenue, and the
revenue now appropriated by acts of the provincial
Parliament for defraying the charges of the admin-’
istration of justice and the support of the civil gov-
ernment, and out of anKeother public revenue of
the province which may be, or come into the hands
of the receiver-general.” It would appear that,
according to the plain meaning of language, these
terms involved a full warrant for payment. Prob-
ably Lord Goderich had legal advice, and some
technical terms usual in British acts might be want-
ing; but a provincial legislature could scarcely be
expected to be fully aware of these niceties. The
legislative body, the governor, and, we doubt not,
also the Assembly, had considered this as a per-
manent settlement ; the latter, had it been so acted
on, probably would not, and certainly could not,
reasonably have objected. The other ground was
the encroachment upon the casual and territorial
revenue, which, made in this indirect manner, was
considered peculiarly offensive, though Lord Gode-
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Next year (1833) the Assembly still granted only
an annual bill, in which, according to a requisition
of Lord Goderich, they stated the purposesto which
each particular sum was to be applied. They
added, without its being asked or wished, the indi-
viduals to whom it was to be paid; and appended
a number of conditions, chiefly bearing, that such
persons should not hold any other situation, and
should not be members of the executive or legisla-
tive councils. This was considered objectionable,
because public officers were thus suddenly deprived
of situations which they had long held, without any
consideration of their claims to compensation ; also
because those regulations ought not to have been
tacked to a money bill, but made the subject of a
separate enactment. On these grounds this bill
was negatived by the legislative council, and Lord
Stanley, who had been placed at the head of the
Colonial Office, intimated that, had it reached him,
he could not have advised his majesty to assent to
it. In the same session, a measure was introdu-
ced for securing independence and permanent pro- .
vision to the judges, in a form calculated to obviate
Lord Goderich’s chief objections; but, on the mo-
tion of M. Papineau, it was rejected, and the speech-
es of the leaders of the Assembly are said to. have
implied, that it was no longer considered advisa-
blelt.o exempt these functionaries from their con-
trol.

The breach now continually widened. Lord
Stanley, considering the conduct of the Canadians
as manifesting 2 resolution to engross the whole
power of the state, directed the funds not yet made
over by Parliament to be emplo in the partial
payment of the civil officers; and he is said to have
determined to bring in a bill for repealing the act by
which the concession had been made. Meantime

* Evidence, 1834, p. 74-70.
Vor. IL—-Y d .
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the Assembly had raised, and placed in the front of
their demands, a-new article, which almost entirely
precluded all hope of accommedation, namely, the
- abolition of the pment‘}:igiahﬁve council, and the
substitution of one elected, like themselves, by the
bodﬁr of the people. Such an arrangement was
without example in any British colony ; and the ex-
isting state of political feeling in the mother coun-
try would have rendered it scarcely possible for
ministers to propose it in Parliament. It had been
first started in March, 1831, when Lord Aylmer had
just gone out with the announced intention of act-
g upon the report of 1828, and r ing, if pos-
sible, every grievance hitherto complained of.
There seemed, therefore, room to suspect, that the
conciliatory disposition shown, instead of producing
final satisfaction, had only prompted to higher de-
mands, through the belief that, by perseverance,
they would finally obtain whatever they chose to
ask. Yet, though a resolution of the committee to
that effect was approved by the members, it was
not expressly included in the list of grievances then
presented. But,on the 20th March, 1833, a petition
to the king, signed by M. Papineau, speaker of the
House of Assembly, strenuously urged this measure,
and the calling of a body of delegates to arrange
the conditions. The leading ores proposed were,
a qualification in the electors of $48 in the.country
and of $96 in towns, a certain income to qualify
the councillor, and the duration of his functions for
six years. Lord Stanley, in reply, said this was an
object to which, deeming it altogether inconsistent
with the very existence of monarchical institutions,
he could never advise his majesty to consent; and
he particularly objected to the proposed mode of
effecting it, by what he termed “ a national conven-
tion.” A counter address, however, by the legisla-
tive council, was censured as intemperate in its lan-
guage, and ‘appearing to ascribe generally to his
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majesty’s subjects of one origin views inconsistent
with their allegiance. In conclusion, he alluded to
“the possibility that events might unhappily force
upon Parliament the éxercise of its supreme author-
ity to compose the internal dissensions of the colo-
nies, and which might lead to a modification of the
charter of the Capadas.”*

This despatch was submitted to the Assembly,
and its entire tenour, particularly the implied threat
at the close, excited the highest indignation in that
body. They declined this year (1834) to pass any
bill of supply whatever, and employed the session
in preparing another long list of grievances. They
- complained that, while those formerly urged were

still unredressed, there had been added the partial
yment of the civil officers without their consent.
ey made a peremptory demand of the elective
legislative council, without which nothing would be
accepted as satisfactory. Lord Aylmer’s conduct
was reprobated as violent, unconstitutional, and
contemptuous, and -his recall urgently demanded.
The petition was presented to Parliament, and a
committee appointed for its consideration.
Meantime Lord Stanley retired from power, and
was succeeded in the colonial department by Mr.
Spring Rice. This gentleman renounced the de-
sign entertained by his predecessor of recalling the
revenues yielded to the Assembly, and gave intima-
tion, it is said, that he would follow a more concil-
iato? course. He only asked a little time till he
could make himself master of the subject; and thus
the popular leaders were induced to delay taking
any strong measures. They bitterly complained,
- however, that the administration was carried on as
before. Lord Aylmer was continued in the govern-
ment, and though the Canadian funds were not in-
trenched upon, a sum of $148,800 was advanced

+ Evidence, 1834, p. 78, 103-200. Roebuck, p. 17.






UNDER THE BRITISH. 257
considered the claim to the disposal of the entire
revenue somewhat exorbitant, and not warranted
by British example, yet was. willing, for the sake
of peace, to consent to it on certain conditions.
These were, an independent provision for the judg-
es, and salaries for the civil officers, fixed for a cer-
tain number of years, ten being mentioned as par-
ticularly suitable. With regard to the uncleared
lands, the whole proceeds ‘arising from their sale
were to be placed at the disposal of the Assembly ;
but government could not consent to part with the
management of them, or annul the contract made
with the Land Company, though they would be
ready to guard against all abuses, and even to re-
ceive any suggestions on the subject. The existing
pensions were also to be retained, but the future
power of granting them would be surrendered. In
regard to the critical question of the elective legis-
lative council, it was said,  The king is most un-
willing to admit, as open to debate, the question,
whether one of the vital principles of the provincial
government shall undergo alteration.” The right
of petition, however, was fully recognised, and his
majesty would not * absolutely close the avenue to
inquiry,” even where, * for the present, he saw no
reasonable ground of doubt.”*

The Earl of Gosford having arrived in Canada,
lost no time in calling a meeling of the legislature,
who were convoked on the 27th October, 1835;
and in his opening speeches he professed the most
conciliatory views, particularly towards the French
or popular party. He avowed the opinion, that “ to
be acceptable to the great body of the people is one
of the most essential elements of fitness for public
station.” He intimated his readiness to place the
whole revenue at the disposal of the Assembly on
the conditions formerly stated. All the other griev-

* cmdmmmu%{w;m«wm,&c.,p.s-n
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tion by the legislative council, an intimation is said
to have been given that it would be accepted di- .
rectly by address, without being liable to the veto
of that body.*

This good understanding was suddenly interrupt-
ed. The governor’s language above cited, in regard
to the elective council, had been very different from
that of his instructions, not pledging him indeed to
the measure, yet such as, combined with his other
conduct, conveged to both parties the idea that it
was determined upon. This course is defended as
the only one by which the supplies so m;igently
wanted could be obtained; and it was hoped that,
by a continued conciliatory course, the embly
might, when the real intention of the cabinet could
no longer be concealed, be induced to wave their
demand. Any degree of duplicity in a government,
however, must, when discovered, lower its dignity,
irritate the deceived parties, and, at the same time,

ive them an impression of their strength, which
ﬁ]ﬁd driven those in authority to such an expedient.
Unhappily, all those effects followed before any of
the expected fruits had been reaped. Sir Francis
* Bond Head had, at the same time, been sent out to
Upper Canada, and, being a very straightforward
person, and seemingly unapprized of Lord Gosford’s
mtentions, had made public a part of the instruc-
tions, including that momentous passage already
quoted relative to the legislative council. It was
such as, though not wholly precluding discussion on
the object, left to the ]'i(‘)l{)ular leaders scarcely a
hope of its attainment. eir rage knew no bounds;
they complained not only of disappointment in their
favourite object, but‘of a deception by which they
had been nearly misled. It was now determined

* Papers relating to Lower Canada izoth February, 1837), p.
4-12. Anti-Gallic Letters, by C: us (Montreal, 1836), p.
fxl&ccmpmdam on Canada Affairs (Brighton, 1836), p.
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not to grant the three years’ arrears, but merelya sup-
ply for the current year, allowing only that short
iod to comply with their demands. This slender
n, too, was clogged with conditions which, as-
had been foreseen, induced the upper house to reject
it, so that the session, in all respects very stormy,
over without any provision whatever being
made for the public service. The legislative coun-'
cil felt indignant at the violent attempts meditated
for its overthrow, and instead of studying to show
these to be unmerited, the members vented their re-
sentment by rejecting almost every bill sent up from
the Assembly. Among these was the vote contin-
ujng the funds for national education, which were
thus entirely withdrawn. All the political elements
:;‘re gistnrbed,-and in violent collision with each
er.

The commissioners, in March, 1836, viewing this
state of things, and seeing no prospect of obtaining
money to carry on the government, without imme-
diately yielding to every demand of the lower house,
considered it indispensable to obtain it without their
consent. This, they thought, would be best ac-
complished by Parliament repealing the act passed
on the motion of Lord Goderich, by which funds to
the amount of $182,400 had been made over to the
Assembly. This would indeed excite bitter resent-
ment; but, with the other reserved revenues, it
would at least enable the government to proceed
without any grants from that body. Lord Glenelg
was not forward to act on this recommendation.
He wrote to the Earl of Gosford, expressing a hope,
on grounds which do not very distinctl{a ar, that
the violent resolution complained of been in-.
duced by the partial and imperfect knowledge of the
instructions, and that a communication of the whole

* Roebuck, p. 39. The late Session of the Provincial Par-
liament (Montreal, 1836), p. 13-29.
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might lead to more favourable views. He express-
ed a wish, therefore, that the provincial Parliament
should be again called, and an opportunity afforded
for retracting before recourse was had to extreme
measures. The meeting was accordingly held on
the 22d of September, 1836 ; but the majority soon
presented an address to the governor, denying that,
according to the apprehension expressed in his
ch, they laboured under any kind of misconce
tion; they saw nothing to make them change their
views, or prevent them from insisting on the same
demands, particularly that of the elective council,
They adverted in an indignant manner to certain
pretended authorities, as they termed the commis-
sion, and maintained that they themselves were the
h;{timate and authorized organ of all classes of in-
habitants ; that they had used their power in such
a manner as ought to have secured confidence ; and
to them, not to a few strangers, ought to have been
committed the fate of the country. They declared
it their imperative duty to adhere to the contents of
their last address; “ and to them do we adhere.”
They finally expressed a resolution not only to do
not.hing more in regard to supply, but to adjourn
their deliberations altogether, unless government
should commence the great work of justice and re-
form, particularly in regard to the second branch of
the legislature.*

Matters had now reached an extremity which
seemed to render it no longer possible to delay an
interposition.

Ministers therefore determined no longer to t’gost-
pone measures for counteracting the proceedings
of the popular party, and placing the executive
government in a state of regular action. Parlia-
ment having assembled, and the reports of the com-

+ Second of Canada Commissioners, p. 93-85, &c.
Papers relating to Lower Canada, p. 31-41.
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the prospect of being ultimately reimbursed from
the provincial fund.

As an interval was to €lapse between the passi
of the resolutions and their being acted on, Lo
Gosford was instructed to make a last trial of the
Assembly, in hopes that, seeing such a vast major-
ity in Parliament against them, they might be in-
duced of themselves to vote the money, and thus
save the necessity of any unwonted interference.
Already, however, several violent demonstrations
had taken place. Meetings were held in the coun-
ties of Montreal and Richelieu, in which it was af-
firmed, that the votes of the commons had put an
end to all hopes of justice; and that no farther at-
tempts should be made to obtain redress from the
Imperial Parliament. They considered the govern-
ment as now only one of force, to be submitted to
from necessity during their present weakness; and
in order to reduce as far as possible its power, they
declared that all consumption of British manufac.
tures, and of articles paying taxes, ought to be dis-
continued ; and, finally, that a general convention
should be held, to consider what farther measures
were advisable.

Lord Glenelg, in consequence of this state of
things in Canada, had resolved to send out’ two ad-
ditional regiments; but afterward, finding this to
be inconvenient, he gave authority to apply to Sir
Colin Campbell for such force as could be spared
from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. On the
6th of May the governor replied, that he had not
the least expectation of anything serious, though
in case of a dissolution he admitted that * there
might be some broken heads.” On the 10th June,
however, upon learning that a system of orénni-
zation was carrying on, he applied to Sir Colin
for a regiment, which arrived early in July. He,
had already issued a proclamation, warning the peo-
ple against all attempts to seduce them from their
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s compliance
with the request of government, which was
tived by 63 to 13. Anadduumdmmdz
M. Taschereau, a representative ottlpeomd‘
Beauce, expressing a willingness to a trial to
the means proposed for amending the legislative
council, but declining any grant till were
brought into operation. Another address,
ing most determined hostility, was then moved, and
carried by 46 to 31. It denounced the step mow
taken as an absolute destruction of the represents-
tive government in the province, a total refusal of
all the reforms and improvements demanded. If
these resolutions were carried into effect, the colo-
ny, it was said, would no longer be attached to the
mother country by feelings o% dutz, of affection, and
mutual interest, but solely by physical force. In
this conjuncture they could see no motive for the
e Gt
e supplies ; ey in every res
their resolutions of 30th September, 1638. Lord
Gosford, in reply, gave utterance to his deep
at measures which he considered a virtual
* Copies, &c., of Correspondence relative t0 Lowes Canada
(332 Decernber, 1837), p. 8-13,20-83.
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tion of the constitution, and immediately prorogued
the Assembly.*

The popular leaders seem now to have formed
the resolution of having recourse to arms. They
had often asserted,t and seem to have at length be«
lieved, that only an effort was required to sever the
colonies from the mother country. This was &
most hasty and inconsiderate conclusion, The ex-
ample of the American colonies was referred to;
but they were much stronger than the Canadians
are now, while the power of Britain, on the other-
hand, was considerably smaller. Yet it was only
after a long and calamitous contest of eight years
that they established their independence. The aid
of the United States was indeed held forth ; but the
latter had been so little disposed to intermeddle on
such occasions, that they remained neutral during
the long contest between Spain and her colonies,
although her situation gave them little to dread from
her resentment. It was, therefore, very unlikely
that they should now engage for such an object in
a contest with the whole power of Britain.

The meetings in pursuance of these views were
not held on so great a scale, or in the same public
manner as formerly. They were numerous, how-
ever, and breathed the most hostile spirit, renoun-
cing all hope of rédress from the parent state, and
pointing directly to a separation. A central. com-
mittee was formed at Montreal, whose proceed-
ings were in a great measure secret, and prepara-
tions were understood to be making for a general
convention. It was nearly vain to attempt repress-
ing the most violent demonstrations against the gov-
ernment, since no petty jury could be found to con-
vict; and in two instances, when the evidence was
considered perfectly conclusive, the bills were ig-
nored by the grand jury. The governor, however,

* Correspondence, &c., p. 36--45.
t Roebuck, p. 33, 43, 50}: .
Voi. L.—Z
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learning that numerous individuals holding" her
majesty’s commission had taken a share in those
meetings, caused letters to be written to them de-
manding an explanation. On receiving none that
was satisfactory, he dismissed eighteen magistrates
and thirty-two militia officers. Among the latter
was Papineau. In the beginning of October, the
new arrangement of the two councils was carried
into effect, at least to a great extent; but it excited
iittle interest, and was rejected by the popular lead-
ers as wholly unsatisfactory.*

The malecontent party became every day bolder.
An association was formed, under the title of ¢ The
Sons of Liberty,” who paraded the streets of Mon-
treal in a hostile and threatening manner. They
emitted a proclamation containing the most violent
expressions. * The wicked designs,” said they, ¢ of
British authorities have severed all ties of sympathy
for an unfeeling mother country.”—* A glorious
destiny awaits the young men of these colonies;”
and this was explained to be “ to disfranchise our
beloved country from all human authority, except
that of the bold democracy residing within its bo-
som.” They alluded to “the struggle for life and
liberty in wgich we must sooner or later be en-
gaged, when the day of glory arrives, that will
see us emerge from a long, dark bondage to the
splendour of light and freedom.” At the same time,
in the county of Two Mountains, the people deter-
mined not to obey the magistrates appointed in the
room of those displaced ; an organization was form-
ed of pacificator justices, to compose differences
without recourse to the constituted authorities, and
in whose decisions all true patriots were required to
acquiesce. Meanwhile, the militia in that district
were organized in a new form, under officers of
their own selection, including those recently dis-

* Correspondence, p. 47-50, 63, 72.
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missed; and an active training was carried on.
All loyal and neutral residents were compelled ei-
ther to join the malecontents or quit the territory,
throughout which British authority entirely ceased.*

No long time passed before this course of pro-
ceeding was imitated in the more populous portion
of the Montreal territory lying southward of the St.
Lawrence. On the 23d October, a meeting was held
of the five counties on the Richelieu and the Ya-
maska, when a petition was presented from L’Aca-
die to be admitted as a sixth. The petitioners used
the strongest language, declaring themselves pre-
pared to sacrifice everything most dear to them in
this world, to emancipate from a vile slavery the
land that gave them birth. They renounced all
principles but those of the purest democracy, and
desired to place themselves under the guidance and
behind the buckler of L. J. Papineau. At the meet-
ing of the siz counties, the numbers attending were
variously estimated from 1500 to 5000, of whom a
proportion were armed. The recent appointments
to the two councils were declared wholly unsatisfac-
tory, while the introduction of an armed force into
the province was stigmatized as a new and enor-
mous grievance. The magistrates and militia were
to be organized after the model of those of the Two
Mountains, and the example of the Sons of Liberty
was also recommended, “ that they might be pre-
pared to support each other with promptitude and
effect, should circumstances require them to protect
and defend their threatened liberties.” A similar
address was drawn up on the following day, and
circulated through the province. The same course
was followed, of compelling the officers to- resign
their situations or leave the country.{

Government did not remain passive while its au-
thority was openly set at naught, and insurrection -

+ Correspondence, &c., p. 63-70. 1t Ibid., p. 86--89, 95--100.
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matured under its very eye. Applications were
made to Sir Colin Campbell for two additional regi-
ments, and likewise for what force could be spared
from the Upper Province. The offers of the loyal
inhabitants to place themselves in arms, which had
been long declined from motives of prudence, were
now accef)ted, and volunteer corps were zealo
and rapidly organized. The Catholic clergy too
a decided part in the support of order and peace,
and an address was published by the Bishop of Mon-
treal, exhorting his flock against the violent and ille-
gal proceedings now in progress. This, among a
religious people, though 1t did not stop the career
of those who had so geeply committed themselves,
had probably a powerful effect in arresting the
spread of the disorder, and keeping it confined, as it
still was, to Montreal district. ,
The first blow was struck at the town now men-
tioned, between the  Sons of Liberty” and a loyal
association formed in opposition to them. The for-
mer were worsted, and pursued through the streets ;
none were killed, but several severely hurt, particu-
larly Brown; who had assumed the title of their
general. Papineau’s house, which the victors at-
tempted to burn, was saved, but the office of the
Vindicator newspaper was destroyed. Exaggerated
reports of this affair being spread throughout the
country, heightened the general ferment ; and it was
announced from various quarters that resistance
}vas daily extending, and assuming a more organized
orm, ’
It was now obvious, that, unless some decisive
step were taken, the malecontent cause must con-
tinually gain new strength, and the connexion of
the colonies with the mother country become seri-
ously endangered. The course deemed most ef-
fectual was immediately to arrest the most active
leaders. A warrant was accordingly issued at Mon-
treal against twenty-six, of whom seven were mem-
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bers of the Assembly, including Papineau and Viger.
Nine were apprehended; but Papineau had disap-
peared, and doubts were even entertained if he were
still in the province.* This step necessarily led to
a crisis, especially as some of the warrants were
against persons residing in the heart of the disturbed
territory. Two being in the vicinity of St. John, on
the Richelieu, a party of eighteen volunteer militia
were despatched thither to apprehend them. An
oversight seems to have been gpmmitted in sending
80 small a force, not regular, into the midst of a hos-
tile country. They succeeded, however, in captu-
ring the parties; and an armed body of thirty, who
appeared near Chambly, made no attempt to inter-
c?t them. Near Longueuil, however, they found
a field on the right of the road occupied by 300 well-
armed men, protected by a high fence. From this
assemblage a fire was immediately opened upon the
detachment, which, from its position, could not be
returned with effect. Several were wounded, the
rest retreated, and the two prisoners were rescued
by the insurgents.}

The standard of insurrection having thus been
openly raised, it became necessary to act with the
utmost promptitude. Information was received that
Papineau, Brown, and Neilson were at the villages
of St. Denis and St. Charles, on the Richelieu, which
had been occupied by the armed inhabitants; and
accordingly, Sir John Celborne, the commander-in-
chief, sent strong detachments, under Colonels Gore
and Wetherall, to attack these places. The former,
on the 22d of November, having conveyed his force
in a steamer to Sorel, proceeded up the river against
St. Denis; but being obliged to take a circuitous

# It has been asserted by M. Papineau and his friends, that
he gave no encouragement to extreme measures; that he was
opposed to the insurrection, and that he left the province to
avoid being implicated in it.—Am. Ed.

t Correspondence, p. 95, 10%-1210.
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route, through tracks which, from previous rain,
were knee-deep, the troops arrived in a very jaded
stite. Though the whole country was in arms, no
gerious resistance was encountered till they reach-
ed the village, the entrance to which was defended
by a large stone house strongly fortified, from which,
as well as from others on each side, a heavy fire
was opened. A howitzer was brought up against
it, whence round-shot was fired with a view to bat-
ter it down, but witheut eflect. Captain Markham,
with the advance, had cleared the way and taken
an adjoining house, but was then severely wound-
ed, and obliged to quit the field. Finding that no
impression could be made on the main barrier, that
his ammunition was nearly exhausted, and that
the troops were overpowered with fatigue, Gore
considered a retreat unavoidable. It was effected
without serious inconvenience, though it became
necessary to leave a cannon on the road, while his
loss was six killed, ten wounded, and six missing.
Meantime, Colonel Wetherall, with his detach-
ment, proceeded by way of Chambly to St. Charles,
a point higher up the river. He was delayed in a
similar manner by the badness of the roads ; and, on
reaching 8t. Hilaire, found it necessary to procure
another company from Chambly, and even to send
& messenger to Montreal, we presume for farther
aid. Having reason, however, to consider his com-
munications with that Elac‘e intercepted, he deter-
mined, on the 26th, to advance to the attack. About
1500 insurgents, under the command of Brown, had
posted themselves in the village, and surrounded it
with a strong stockade, The English commander,
on his arrival, drew up his force at a short distance,
in the hope of producing some defection ; but none
taking place, and a heavy fire being opened upon
him, he pushed forward to the assault. In about
an hour the intrenchment was carried, the fortified
houses and palisades were set on fire, the troops
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were masters of the town, and the insurgents fled
in every direction. The carnage was great, the en-
tire loss of the insurgents being about 300. Charges
have been made of severe and vindictive proceed-
ings, which we should hope are exaggerated.* An-
other body took up a position in his rear, with g
view of cutting off his return to Chambly ; but when
he approached them on the 28th, they broke and
dispersed at the first onset.t

The affair of St. Charles decided the fate of the
contest. A general panic spread among the peas-
antry, and they began to consider themselves be-
trayed by their leaders. Colonel Gore, stronglﬂ
re-enforced, again advanced upon St. Denis, whic
he entered without resistance on the 2d of Decem-
ber, Neilson and Brown having quitted it on the pre-
ceding evening. He then marched upon St. Hya-
cinthe, but found it also undefended, and made a
vain search for Papineau. The chiefs, renouncing
their hopes, were already seeking safety in the ter- .
ritory of the United States. Brown reached it with
great difficulty, through many perils; Neilson was
taken in a barn, conveyed to Montreal, and thrown
into prison. Papineau, however, could not be dis-
covered.

Attempts were made to support the cause from
a quarter which, under certain circumstances, might
have proved very formidable. The United States
contained many individuals disposed to sympathize
deeply with the Canadians, and some of whom were
inclined to jointhem. Even in the present hopeless
circumstances, 200 passed the frontier ; but, before
Sir John Colborne could send a force against them,
a party of the volunteers of Missisqui county, under

* There appears to be little doubt that there was a wanton
:{nd tiadr.baroun destruction of human life on this occasion.—
m.

3_;. Papers relating to Lower Canada (16th January, 1838), p.
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the command of Captain Kemp, took arms and drove
them back with some loss. The whole of the six
counties, 80 lately in open rebellion, were in a fort-
night reduced to perfect tranquillity.*

There remained still the districts of Two Mount-

ins and Terrebonne, north of Montreal, where in-
surrection had been first organized, and still wore
its most determined aspect. Sir John Colborne had
judiciously postponed operations against this quar-
ter till, the south being completely tranquillized, he
could direct thither his whole force. On the 14th
December he marched in person, with about 1300
regular and volunteer troops, against the large vil-
lage of St. Eustache. The disasters of their breth-
ren elsewhere had spread a well-founded alarm ; and
the greater number of the men and their leaders,
including Girod, the supposed commander-in-chief,
fled precipitately. About 400 of the most resolute,
however, continued to occupy a church and adjoin-
ing buildings, which had been carefully fortified;
and here so obstinate a stand was made, that a Brit-
ish detachment was at one point obliged to recede.
But fire having reached the adjacent edifices, soon
spread to the church itself, the defenders of which
were thereby speedily dislodged : while the troops,
being protected by the houses, did not lose more
than one killed and nine wounded.

Colonel Maitland now marched towards St. Be-
noit, the .chief village of the Grand Brulé district,
which had been the focus of insurrection; but on
his way he met a deputation, tendering the most
humble submission, and he entered the place without
resistance. Unfortunately, the loyal inhabitants,
who had been plundered and driven out of the coun-
try, could not be restrained from acts of violence,
and a considerable portion of the houses were re-
duced toashes. Maitland, after occupying St. Scho-

* Papers (16th January, 1838),p. 18,19 ; (2d February), p. 3.
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lastique, returned to Montreal, leaving the district
in a state of perfect tranquillity. The people, com-
plaining that their chiefs, after instigating them to
revolt, had deserted them, seemed determined not
to be again seduced into such a course. Several of
the leaders were taken; Girod himself, being sur-
rounded so that he could not escape, committed
suicide.*

Upper Canada, meantime, had become the theatre
of important events. For a considerable time, es-~
pecially since the residence there of Mr. Gourlay, a
party had existed supporting extreme political opin-
1ons. These, it is true, were not imbittered by any
feelings arising from difference of race; but many
of the inhabitants had migrated from the United
States, to whose institutions they were naturall
partial. They gained over a number of the Britis
residents, influenced by the usual motives, and who
complained especially of the favouritism shown in
the granting of land. These grounds of discontent
were carefully investigated by the committee of
1828, and instructions issued by Lord Goderich,
which here, as in the Lower Province, gave general
satisfaction. The discontented party, however, pro-
ceeded from one step to anotger, till Mackenzie,
Duncombe, and other leaders scarcely made any
secret of their desire to separate from Britain and
join the American union. In 1834, this party for
the first time obtained a majority in the Assembly;
and though they had hitherto confined themselves
to corg‘flaints on particular subjects, they now com-
menced a general opposition to the royal govern-
ment, and at length, as in the other province, came
into violent collision with the legislative council.
They transmitted to the king a long list of grievan-
ces, complaining that the offices in the colony were
too numerous, too highly paid, and the holders re-

:Sut:,lm (29th January, 1838), p. 11--14; (2d February), p.

3
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movable at the pleasure of the crown; that support
had been unduly given to particular religious es-
tablishments ; and that Lord Goderich’s recommend-
ations had by no means been fully acted upon.
. They also urged, with the same vehemence as in
the sister colony, the demand for an elective legisla-
tive council.*

This union of the two provinces, pushing with
equal zeal the most extreme measures, brought af-
fairs into a somewhat hazardous position. When
Lord Gosford and the commissioners were sent to
Lower Canada, the ministry placed the upper prov-
ince under Sir Francis Head. Having arrived early
in 1836, as already related, he took the straightfor-
ward course of at once publishing the extent and
limits of his instructions; at the same time assuring
the people of his most zealous efforts to remove
every practical grievance. The Assembly, however,
were by ne means satisfied; and another ground of
contest soon arose. Sir Francis added to the ex-
ecutive three members, whose appointment was
highly satisfactory to the popular party; but, as
several weeks elapsed without their having been
consuited on any subject, they stated in a letter
that they considered themselves thus rendered re-
sponsible for measures in which they were allowed
no share, and therefore tendered their resignation.
While accepting it with regret, he maintained that
he lay under no obligation to consult them on every
measure ; but was at perfect liberty to judge of the
occasions on which the public interest might require
their aid. The House of Assembly immediately
took up the affair, and having, agreeably to request,
been furnished with a copy of the correspondence,
drew up a report, and afterward a long address to
the king, strenuously controverting the governor’s
doctrine, and, in the course of it, broadly charging
him with “deviations from candour and truth.”

* Instructions to Lord Gosford and Sir Francis Head, p. 55
~65.
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Proceeding in the same spirit, they for the first time
stopped the supplies; in consequence of which, Sir
Francis reserved all their money-bills for his majes-
ty’s decision, and rejected the application for pay-
ment of their incidental expenses.*

All hopes of accommodation being thus closed, he
determined, on the 28th of May, to make an appeal
to the people by a new election. It was contested
with extraordinary ardour; and a war of manifes-
toes, proclamations, and addresses was forthwith
waged between the parties. The result was, that
in the new Assembly a decided majority supported
the constitutional side. The opposite party com-
plained to the ministry that this effect had been pro-
duced by illegal means, by extraordinary grants of
land, and even by violence and bribery. The As-
sembly, however, after inquiry by a committee, de-
clared these.allegations to be utterly false, express-
ing, at the same time, the strongest attachment to
the mother country and to the governor.

During this tranquil and satisfactory state of Up-
per Canada, insurrection broke out in the lower
province; and Sir Francis being requested to state
what force he could spare, his answer was, all. He
considered it not only practicable, but desirable, that
every soldier should be removed out of his district,
and a full display thus made of its loyal and peace-
ful condition. He caused the arms to be deposited
in the city hall of Toronto, under charge of the
mayor, declining even to place a guard over them,
to prevent sudden capture. In this state of things
Mackenzie determined to make an attempt upon the
capital. Having a number of small detached parties
throughout the province, who were ready to obey
his mandate, and had even been trained to the use
of weapons, he ordered them to assemble, on the 4th
December, on the great road called Yonge-street,

+ Upper Canada Papers (30th June, 1836), p. 6, 48- 50.
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oured to make a stand ; but the militia,-advancing to
the charge with the utmost enthusiasm, soon broke °
the whole corps, which dispersed in every direction,
Mackenzie himself escaping with extreme precipi-
tation. They were pursued four miles; two of the
chiefs were taken; the tavern was burned to the
ground ; and the revolt was so completely quashed,
that Sir Francis considered he might safely exercise
leniay, and dismissed the greater part of the prison-
ers.

The militia, meantime, had been marching to-
wards Toronto in great numbers; 2600 from the
Newcastle District, and in all upward of 10,000.
Immediate notice was now issued that they might
return to their homes ; and those of the eastern dis-
tricts were authorized to give their aid to Lower
Canada. As it was understood, however, that Dun-
combe had assembled a corps in the London District,
which had been a main seat of faction, Colonel
M*‘Nab was sent thither with a sufficient force. On
its approach the chiefs disappeared, and about 300
of their followers laid down their arms.

The insurrection had thus bean entirely put down,
and upper Canada was everywhere completely tran-
quil, when a sudden danger arose which threatened
to become very serious. Mackenzie fled to the city
of Buffalo, in which he held several meetings, and
kindled a considerable excitement. Van Rensse-
laer, Sutherland, and other individuals acquainted
with military service, presented themselves as lead-
ers of an armament. A small corps was assembled,
which took possession of Navy Island, situated in
the Niagara channel, between Grand Island and the
British shore, which they fortified with thirteen pie-

~ces of cannon. Hence Mackenzie issued a procla-
mation in the assumed name of the provisional gov-
ernment of Upper Canada. Volunteers were invi-

* Papers (16th Jan., 1838), p. 21, 22; (20th Jan.), p.3,5.
Vor. L—A a )
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ted from that country and from the States; being
assured that out of the ten millions of acres which
victory would place at their disposal, each should
receive 300 in full property. There was to be no
more dependence on Downing-street; the Assem-
bly, council, governor, and officers were all to be
elected by the people. Trade was to be freed from
all restraints; and it was added, that the largest ves-
sels would be enabled to ascend to Lake Superior.
Recruits continued flocking to this post till their
numbers amounted to about a thousand. Colonel
M:Nab soon arrived with double that number of mi-
litia; but he wanted materials for crossing the chan-
nel and forcing the strong position held by the in-
surgents.* .

All eyes were now turned to the government of
the United States, on which the question of peace
or war evidently depended. As soon as the first
notice was received, there was displayed the most
sincere determination to maintain a strict neutrality.
The president issued two successive proclamations,
warning the people of the penalties to which they
would become liablg by engaging in hostilities with
a friendly power; and the debates in Congress dis-
played the most complete unanimity against any
measure which might commit the American govern-
ment in such a contest. The leaders of opposite
parties united with one voice in this sentiment.
Mr. Calhoun declared that, ¢ of all calamities which
could befall the civilized world, a war with Great
Britain would at this moment be the most to be de-
plored.” There was scarcely time for a legislative
enactment; but the president appointed General
Scott, a veteran officer of energetic and decisive
character, to take the command of the disturbed
frontier.

Meantime an event occurred which created great

* Papers (2d February, 1838), p. 12--14.
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excitement. A small steamer, named the Caro-
line, was employed by the insurgents between Fort
Schlosser on the American shore and Navy Island,
conveying to the latter troops and stores. Captain
Drew was instructed by Colonel M‘Nab to intercept
her return. He did not succeed; but, seeing her in
the channel, moored to the American shore, deter-
mined to attack her. He approached undiscovered
to within twenty yards; and being then asked the
countersign, promised to show it when on deck.
The Caroline immediately opened a fire; but the
British boarded, and in two minutes were masters
of her. Those who resisted were killed or made
prisoners ; while others, who appeared to be peace-
able citizens, were put on shore. The vessel itself,
which the strength of the current made it inconve-
nient to tow across, was set on fire and abandoned,
when the stream hurried it rapidly to the brink of the
great cataract, down which the flaming mass was
precipitated.*

The destruction of the Caroline was soon follow-
ed by the arrival of General Scott, who took vigor-
ous and effective measures to prevent any stpplies
or recruits reaching Navy Island. Meantime, the
force of the assailants was continually augmented ;
two companies of regulars, with a train of artille-
1y, had been sent from Lower Canada, and a tre-
mendous cannonade was commenced. The insur-
gents, seeing that their position became every day
more desperate, determined to evacuate it, an object

* This attack on the Caroline very justly excited the highest
indignation in the United States. It was manifestly an outrage,
too flagrant to be borne, on their national honour and their neu-
tral rights. The vessel was in American waters, and moored to
the American shore ; and nothing but an actual state of war be-
tween the two countries could justify a hostile attack under
these circumstances, Furthermore, the American accounts
deny that any resistance was made; and affirm that the boat
was wholly unarmed, and that there was nothing to provoke the
shedding of a drop of blood.—Am. Ed.
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which they effected on the 14th January. Van
Rensselaer and Mackenzie were arrested by the
American authorities, but admitted to bail. :

Sutherland, with a party of the fugitives, hastened
to the extreme west, where, being re-enforced by
some adventurers in that quarter, they attempted an
establishment on Bois Blanc, an island in the Dietroit
channel. A body of troops, however, was soon
despatched against them ; and a vessel, containing
not only supplies, but several chiefs dignified with
military titles, was captured. Finding it impossible
to maintain themselves there, they sought an asy-
lum on Sugar Island, which belongs to the United
States. General Scott, meanwhile, was hastening
to the place; the governor of Michigan, however,
addressed the refugees, and by mere dint of re-
monstrance prevailed upon them to disperse. At-
tempts were made at other points to form tumul-
tuary assemblages for invading Canada; but, under
the altered circumstances, these did not excite any
serious alarm.

Meantime intelligence of the first insurrectionary
movements reached Britain, where it excited the
strongest sensation. A few of the popular leaders
exulted in the event itself, and in the anticipation
of its triumphant issue ; but the nation in general
by no means shared this sentiment. The Tories,
though they accused government of having, by want
of energy, prepared this convulsion, expressed their
cordial concurrence in all the means suggested for
its suppression. As the house was about to rise for
the Christmas holydays, ministers proposed that, in-
stead of postponing their meetings, as usual, till the
beginning of February, they should fix it for the 16th
of January, when, according to the course of events,
suitable resolutions might be adopted.

Parliament had no sooner reassembled than in-
formation arrived which left no room to doubt that
the insurrection would be suppressed without hav-
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ing assumed any formidable character. The aims
of the government were therefore directed towards
reorganizing the executive on such a footing as,
without suppressing Canadian liberty, might secure
future tranquillity. But it was considered indispen-
sable, for the present at least, to suspend the con-
stitumon of the lower province. A council was to
be named by the queen, which, with the governor,
might exercise the functions now performed by the
two legislative bodies ; but their powers were not to
last beyond the 1st of November, 1840, nor were
any of their enactments, unless continued by the
proper authority, to be valid beyond the 1st of No-
vember, 1842.

Sir John Colborne, then acting as provisional gov-
ernor of Lower Canada, was instructed to carry
these measures into immediate execution. The
ministry, however, had determined upon a farther
step, with a view to the ultimate settlement of the
province. The Earl of Durham was solicited and
prevailed upon to undertake its government, as well
as that of all British America, and also to turn his
attention towards an improved plan for its future
management. This nobleman’s high reputation as
a statesman, and the liberality of his views on
litical subjects, seemed to afford a security that he
would act with vigour, and, at the same time, with a
strict regard to national freedom. He was empow-
ered to form a species of representative council, com-
posed of thirteen members from each province, but
to use them merely as advisers, and to call and dis-
miss them at pleasure.*

On the 29th May, 1838, Lord Durham arrived at
Quebec, where he was received in the most cordial
macner, for all parties seemed tegunite in expecting
from him a settlement of those dissensions which

* Correspondence relative to the affairs of British North

America (ordered by the House of Commons to be printed 11th
Feb., 1839),p. 1, 7.
Aas
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had so greatly distracted the country. In his sub-
sequent progress to other districts, and to Upper
Canada as far as Niagara, he met similar expres-
sions of confidence and congratulation. He was
soon, however, called to decide upon a delicate and
difficult question, which Sir John Colborne had
thought it expedient to reserve for his determina-
tion. Wolfred Neilson, Bouchette, Viger, and other
individuals of some distinction, were lying in the
jail of Montreal charged with high treason. Some
strong punishment was necessary to mark their
crime, and deter from its repetition; yet an impar-
tial jury could not be expected for their trial, which,
besides, would have reopened all those party ani-
mosities which it was the object of his lordship to
appease. Under this view he adopted the following
course: The prisoners, having been induced to
make a confession of guilt, were sentenced to be
deported to Bermuda, and to be there kept in strict
surveillance. If they should ever return to Canada
without leave from the governor, they were to suf-
fer the penalty of death. The same was awarded
to Papineau and others implicated in the late insur-
rection, but who, after its disastrous issue, had fled
the country.*

As soon as this ordinance was known in Britain,’
it created an unusual excitement in the legislature.
Lord Brougham, in the House of Peers, made a
motion, declaring it illegal, as condemning to death
-without trial, and to transportation to a colony
which was not within the jurisdiction of the gov-
ernor-general ; but, under the peculiar circumstan-
ces of the case, he proposed a grant of indemnity.
This vote, though strenuously opposed by Lord
Melbourne, was carried in the Upper House by a
considerable majority. Ministers then having re-
ceived from the law-officers of the crown an un-

* Correspondence, p. 103, 104, 128, 129.
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favourable report, at least as to the last Earticular,
considered it impossible to make any farther resist.
ance. They annulled the ordinance; but, at the
same time, conveyed to Lord Durham expressions
of their regret, of their general approbation of his
measures, and of the unaltered confidence with
which they regarded his administration.®

Lord Durham, however, was not of a character to
brook this interposition. He had, it is true, passed
the limits of strict law; but he maintained that
these were scarcely applicable in the critical and
convulsed state of the province; that the sentence
was lenient ; and on the principle of volenti nulla fit
snjuria, the parties concerned could not be wronged
by a decision in which they had cheerfully acquies-
ced. In short, there being no substantial injustice
inflicted, Lord Durham thought he had reason to
complain that his scheme was not allowed a fair trial.
He had, perhaps, an equal ground of dissatisfaction
in reference to the hostile interference of the oppo-
sition lords, and more especially because the minis-
ters, his employers, did not resist it to the utmost.
Yet it would certainly have been more magnanimous
on his part had he endeavoured, under every dis-
couragement, to do his best to accomplish his un-
dertaking. He yielded too far to passion and pride,
when, even before receiving the official accounts,
he publicly announced his intention of throwing up
the administration. He did not even follow the es-
tablished course of requesting her majesty’s per-
mission to resign, and waiting till he received it.
In announcing, too, the disallowance of the ordi-
nance, he commented on the decision with a se-
verity which was considered irregular, and tendi
to compromise the royal authority. On the 1st
November his lordship set sail from Quebec, and
on the 26th arrived at Plymouth.{

* Correspondence, p. 55-60.  t Ibid., p. 206-209, 243, 245.
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Meantime a fresh storm of insurrection brooded
over the province. In the course of the summer,
even amid apparent quiet, the burning of a steam-
vessel, called the Sir Robert Peel, in the St. Law-
rence, and the acquittal of the murderers of Char-
trand in the face of the clearest evidence, showed
that the spirit of disaffection was still deeply cher-
ished. By the beginning of winter arrangements
had been made for a general rising of the Aabitans,
supported by individuals on the American side, who,
under the title of sympathizers, had espoused their
cause. Arms and ammunition had been clandes-
tinely introduced; and a species of association,
bound by secret oaths and signs, had been formed
along the frontier. Lord Durham imputes this
movement to the proceedings at home, which had
shaken the confidence in his authority, and raised
the hopes of the disaffected; but Sir John Col-
borne considers that those preparations had been
actively pursued ever since the preceding June.
The government of the United States gave the first
intimation of what was going on to Mr. Fox, the
British ambassador at Washington. The tidings
were soon confirmed from other quarters; and Sir
John Colborne lost no time in putting the province
in a state of defence, and procuring an additional
force from Nova Scotia.* .

On the night of the 3d November, a concerted ri-
sing took place in all the southern counties of Mon-
treal District ; but, owing to some failure of arrange-
ment, the stations along the Richelieu were not
found supplied with arms according to appointment,
so that most of the inhabitants there dispersed and
returned to their homes. The chief seat of insur-
rection was now farther west, between that river
and the St. Lawrence. There Dr. Robert Nelson,
Cdte, and Gagnon had collected about 4000 men,

#-Correspondence, p. 106, 125, 174-180, 222, 246.
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and established their headquarters at Napierville,
Their first object was to open a communication with
their friends in the States, for which purpose 400
men were detached to the frontier. There a body
of British volunteers had established themselves, by
whom the rebels were attacked, and obliged to re-
treat with great loss. To retrieve this disaster, Dr.
Nelson, with upward of 900 men, marched against
the loyalists. The latter, only 200 strong, took
post in Odelltown chapel, on which the enemy com-
menced a brisk attack, but, after two hours and a
half, were obliged to retreat, with the loss of one
hundred killed and wounded. The defenders had
an officer and five men killed, and nine wounded.*

Meantime Major-general Sir James M‘Donnell,
under orders from the governor, with seven regi-
ments of the line, crossed the St. Lawrence and
marched upon Napierville. The insurgents, dis-
couraged by former losses, after a vain attempt to
unite their forces, dispersed in every direction with-
out firing a shot. They still retained a post at Beau-
harnois ; but Colonel Carmichael, with a detachment
of regulars and 1000 Glengarry militia, drove them
out, though with the loss of two men killed and the
same number wounded. Mr. Ellice and a party of
friends, who had been made prisoners by them at
the outset, were allowed to return to Montreal. On
the 11th, a week only after the first movement,
M‘Donnell could announce that the insurrection was
completely at an end.t

‘We must now turn to Upper Canada, where, even
before the former outbreak, Sir Francis Head had
resigned. The immediate cause was the disappro-
bation expressed by Lord Glenelg for his removing
Judge Ridout on account of his democratical princi=
ples, and his refusing to obey an order to raise to
the bench Mr. Bidwell, late speaker of the Assem-

Correspondence, p. 248, 261, 263. 1 Ibid., p. 260--263.
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bly, and an opposition leader. He at the same time,
in no measured terms, condemned the system of
conciliation hitherto pursued in the Colonial Office,
whose members he even branded as republicans;
insisting that a stern, uncompromising maintenance
of the monarchical principle, and the exclusion from
office of all opposed to it, was the only basis on
which Canada could be governed. Ministers un-
willingly accepted his resignation; and Colonel Sir
George Arthur, who had previously held a similar
situation in Van Diemen’s Land, was appointed to
succeed him.*

The new governor soon found himself involved in
difficult circumstances; for early in June, bands to
the number of 1000 or 1200 from the American side
crossed the Niagara channel, and endeavoured to
excite the people to insurrection. They attacked a
party of fourteen lancers posted in an inn, and, by
setting it on fire, obliged them to surrender. But
no sooner did they learn that Sir George had ar-
rived at Niagara, and that the country was rising
against them, than they hastily recrossed the fron-
tier, leaving about forty prisoners, among whom
were Morrow and Waite, the first and second in
command. In the end of June a smaller party
passed the St. Clair and invaded the Western Dis-
trict ; but finding themselves unsupported, and the
militia advancing, they returned, after losing a few
of their number, who fell into the hands of the pur-
suers.}

The summer now passed in comparative quiet-
ness, though the great movement at the beginning
of November continued to be deeply felt along the
upper frontier. Almost simultaneously with the ri-
sing in Montreal District, a body of about 400 sailed
from the vicinity of Sackett’s Harbour and landed

* Narrative by Sir Francis B. Head, Bart. (8vo, London,
1839, 2d edition), p. 218--344. )
t Correspondence, p. 314-321.
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at Prescott. On the 13th, Colonel Young, with what
force he could muster, and aided by Captain Sandom
with an armed steamer, compelled a large proportion
of them to disperse, while the rest took refuge in a
windmill and an adjacent house built of stone,
whence they could not be dislodged. Eighteen
British were here killed and wounded. In the
course of the day Colonel Dundas arrived with four
companies from Kingston, but considered the build-
ings, the walls of which were three or four feet
thick, too strong to be reduced without cannon. A
few guns and some additional troops being brought
up, an attack was commenced on the 16th, when
the party within the stone building, after some
stand, sought to escape among the brushwood, but
were all captured; upon which those in the mill
displayed a white flag, and surrendered at discretion.
The whole number of prisoners was 159. The mil-
itia, among whom some lukewarmness had been
suspected, showed the utmost zeal, and mustered
to the extent of 5000.*

The Niagara frontier was found so well guarded
" that no attempt was méade there. But early in the
morning of the 4th December, about 350 landed near
Sandwich, set fire to the steamer and to the bar-
racks, and killed several individuals. They were,
however, no sooner attacked by a party of militia,
than they fled either to the woods or the American
shore, leaving twenty-six killed and twenty-five
prisoners.}

The captives on the former occasion had been
treated with extraordinary lenity; but this forbear-
ance not having produced the expected effect, and
being loudly complained of by the inhabitants, it
was judged necessary to exercise great rigour on
the present occasion. A considerable number of
the most conspicuous were accordingly put to death,
and the rest condemned to severe or ignominious
punishments.

* Correspondence, p. 354--361, 1 bid,, p. WR-I0.
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CHAPTER V.
Social and Political State of Canada.

Different Classes of People.—French Habitans.—Their Tep-
ures,.—Outward Appearance.—Mode of Living.—Religious
and moral Character.—Manners in Upper Canada.—Mode of
Living.—Native Indians.—Their Number.—Catholic Indians.
—Hurons of Loretto.—Different Tribes.—Effects of Protes-
tant Conversion.—Government Expenditure on them.—Pres-
ent Dress and Mode of living.—Religious Instruction in Lower
and Upper Canada.—Education.—Political State.—Govemn.
ment under the French.—British Arrangements.—Constitu-
tion granted to the Canadas.—Division into Upper and Lower.
~—Revenue.—Military Force.—Justice.

Tae inhabitants of Canada are divided into three
classes, among which no complete amalgamation
has yet been formed. These are the original French
colonists, commonly called Aabitans; the British
settlers ; and the Indian tribes.

The habitans, at the time of the conquest, formed
almost the whole of the European population. They
had occupied the best lands along the banks of the
St. Lawrence, between Quebec and Montreal; a
considerable extent of those upon the Richelieu;
and a small space on the Chaudiére, the Yamaska,
the St. Maurice, and other tributaries of the great
river, as well as a detached settlement on the fertile
shores of the Detroit. These tracts had been grant-
ed to persons of distinction and to favourites, usually
in large blocks, which, as already stated, they held
under the title of seigneurs. But it accorded not
with their habits to clear and cultivate for themselves
grounds covered with an unbroken forest ; nor would
the task be undertaken by farmers on the terms of
an ordinary lease. The proprietors were therefore
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obliged to make them over, in small lots, under the
feudal title of fiefs, to hard-working men, who, on
receiving this permanent interest, were willing to
encounter the toil. The annual payment or quit-
rent is in general exceedingly small, amounting on
some properties only to 10 shillings a year, with a
bushel of wheat and two fowls. The seigneur has,
besides, certain feudal claims; a tithe on fish, mill-
dues, and, more especially, payments on sale or
transference, which in some cases amount to a fifth
of the purchase—monef\;."'

The occupants of these fiefs or farms, under the
burdens now specified, are virtual proprietors of the
so0il, which they cultivate with their own hands,
aided by their families. They are described as g
particularly contented, industrious, and amiable race
of people ; and the lots, though much subdivided in
the course of succession, are still sufficient to main.
tain them in simple plenty. They till their lands
with diligence, though without skill, having scarcely
adopted any of the modern improvements. Their
study is to produce from the farm everything they
need; not only the whole of their food, but their
candles, soap, and even sugar. From flax of their
own raising, too, and the wool of their own shee
they are enabled to manufacture almost every ancn
of clothing. Their houses, though generally built
of wood, and only one story high, are whitewashed,
and tolerably commodious. A partition in the mid-
dle separates the kitchen from the principal ;%art—
ment, at one end of which are the ms. ere
is a garden, which, though in a somewhat rude and
straggling state, and cultivated by the females only,
yields a comfortable supply of the more common
fruits and vegetables.

The personal appearance of the habitans is pecu-
liar. They are thin, and, from exposure to the

* Bouchette, vol. i., p. 376,377. M‘Gregor, vol ii., p. 496.
Vor. 1.—B B
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climate, almost as dark as the Indians. They have
thin lips and often aquiline noses, with small, dark,
and lively eyes. Many of the girls are pretty oval-
faced brunettes, with fine eyes, good teeth, and
glossy locks. The dress is nearly after the old fash-
ion of the French peasantry. The men wear the
capot, a large gray coat or surtout, covering nearly
the whole body, and tied with a girdle of brilliant
colours. On the legs they have moccasins, and on
the head a straw hat in summer, and a red bonnet
in winter. The hair is still tied in a long queue
behind. The women wear short jackets or bed-
gowns (mamelets), with petticoats distinct, and
sometimes of a different colour, and caps instead of
bonnets; a mode of dress formerly common in
Scotland, and net yet wholly disused. They have
long waists, and sometimes the hair tied behind in
e large club. At chureh or other oecasions of full
dress, they adopt the English fashion, but display a
much greater variety of showy colours. Hair-
powder is sometimes worn, and beet-root employed
as rouge; but both in their dress and houses they
are perfectly clean.

The habitans are frugal and moderate in their
ordinary diet, which mostly consists of different
kinds of soup. They have, however, their jours
gras, or great feast-days, particularly before and
after Lent, when large companies assemble, and the
board is spread with every delicacy which their
larder can afford. The table groans beneath im-
mense turkey-pies, huge joints of beef, mutton, and
pork, followed by a profusion of fruit-puddings.
Extraordinary justice is said to be done to these
viands, as well as to the rum which follows ; but the
younger members of the company are soon roused
by the sound of the violin; and the dancing, of which
they are passionately fond, engages them till a late
hour. Weddings, above all, are celebrated by a
mighty concourse of friends and acquaintances.
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Twenty or thirty of the country carriages bring in
garties to witness the ceremony, which is followed

y feasts and dances, not unfrequently prolonged
for several days. The young people, however, have
a somewhat rude method of expressing their opin-
ion of an unequal union, especially if arising from
the relative age of the parties. They assemble at
night in large bodies, sounding various discordant
instruments, horns, drums, bells, kettles, accompa-
nied by loud shouts ; and a contribution to the church
or some charitable purpose is indispensable to ob-
tain a respite from this jocular persecution. The
short summer is necessarily spent in almost unre-
mitting labour; but when ice and snow have cov-
ered the ground, the gay season begins, and in their
carioles or little chaises on steel runners, which pass
swiftly over the frozen surface, they visit their
neighbours, and spend much time in social inter-
course.*

The Canadian French, like their forefathers, pro-
fess the Roman Catholic religion with much zeal,
and in a manner which occasionally approaches su- .
perstition. The roads are marked by crosses erect-
ed at the side; their houses are filled with little
pictures of the Madonna and child, waxen images of
saints and of the crucifixion; and there is a profuse
expenditure of holy water and candles. They re-
luctantly establish their dwelling beyond hearing of
the church bells, and on Sundays the attendance is
crowded. Theﬁ have, however, those inadequate
notions as to the sanctity of that day, which are
general in Catholic countries. When worship is
over, the remainder is devoted, without reserve, to
amusement. ‘ Sunday,” it is said, * is to them their
day of gayety; there is then an assemblage of friends
and relations; the parish-church collects together
all whom they know, with whom they have rela-
“; lz::chem, vol, i., p. 405--409. M‘Gregor, vol. ii., p. 565~
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which they are immoderately addicted, being fa-
voured by the comparative cheapness of law. M,
Bouchette defends this as securing them from vio-
lent and turbulent modes of terminating their differ-
ences. ‘

The habitans are not a stirring, enterprising, or
improving race. They tread in the steps of their
forefathers, following the same routine, and with
difficulty adopting the most obvious improvements
of modern husbandry. Although extensive tracts
lie in their immediate neighbourhood unoccupied,
.they resign them to the English and Americans, and
have scarcely at all extended the range of their ori-
ginal settlement. Even their amiable qualities tend
to retain them in this stationary condition ; to which
we may add their social disposition, their attach-
ment to their kindred, their church, and the rites of
their religion. They feel as if in leaving these
things they would leave all. Their range of in-
formation has hitherto been very limited : and their
priests, it has been alleged, by no means favour the
diffusion among them even of the first elements of
education ; so that the majority of the adults cannot
even read or write. But the legislature have lately
made great exertions to improve them in this respect,
and it is hoped that the rising generation wiﬁe be
more enlightened.*

The society in Upper Canada, with some excep-
tions, presents a very different aspect. A great
majority of the inhahitants consist of emigrants re-
cently arrived from Ireland, Scotland, and England,
who have not yet made much change in their ori-
ginal ideas and habits. Those established at suc-
cessive periods during the previous half century, are
not represented by Mr. Howison, My. Talbot, and
other writers under a very favourable light. Dis-
banded soldiers and sailors were not well calculated

“‘;.?gchette., vol. i, p. 404-413. M‘Gregor, vol. ii, p. 458,
B2
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There remains yet undescribed a small but inter-
esting portion, the remnant of the Indian nations,
It has appeared mysterious how tribes once so
powerful, without war or bloodshed, should have
silently disappeared, and only a handful survive,
The occupation of their hunting-grounds by Euro-
pean settlers, the introduction of destructive dis-
eases, particularly smallpox, and the free use of
intoxicating liquors, have, no doubt, materially
thinned their numbers. Our researches, however,
have led us to suspect that the diminution has not
been nearly so great as is supposed ; in other words,
that the original numbers were much exaggerated.
‘We have had occasion to observe, that the Iroquois,
the most powerful people in America, and occupy-
ing a territory extending several hundred miles in
every direction, were not estimated by the French
to include more than 3000 warriors. Yet they en-
joyed a better climate, and were not so entirely ig-
norant of cultivation as the tribes northward oly the
St. Lawrence.

The Indians under British protection are dis-
persed in small villages and settlements in different
parts of Upper and Lower Canada. The charge
made by Mr. M‘Gregor® that they have not been
kindly treated by the British government, seems
ecarcely well founded ; for not only do they remain
peaceably under her sway, but they have repeatedly
taken up arms in her cause against the “ Big Knives,”
as they term the Americans. In consideration of
their services, and in compensation for the en-
croachments made on their domain, each individual,
on repairing to a fixed station, receives a certain
amount of goods as an annual present; and this
grant affords the means of estimating the number
residing within the provinces. In Lower Canada,
in 18398, it amounted to 2922, exclusive of about

* Vol ii.,, p. 573.
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450 Micmaes, or wandering tribes, from Nova Sco-
tia and New-Brumswick. The number in Upper
Canada to whom, about the same time, donations
were made, was 12,919 ;* making in the two prov-
inces 15,841. The estimate thus obtained, however,
is not quite so accurate as could be wished. Sev-
eral thousands came from beyond the western fron-
tier, a distance, in some cases, of four or five hun-
dred miles, and even from the territory of the Uni-
ted States; but in consequence of the signal ser-
vices rendered by them during the last war, pledges
had been given which Britain must now fulfil. On
.the other hand, in the immense forest territory
which the hand of cultivation has not yet approach-
ed, there are doubtless very considerable numbers
who retain their wild independence, and hold no
relations whatever with Europeans. We may no-
tice, in particular, the vast tracts to the east and
north of Quebec, whence no mention is made of
any resort to the stations of distribution.

'he Indians of Lower Canada have been convert-
ed to the Catholic religion, and their spiritual con-
cerns are superintended by five missionaries, who
receive salaries of from $192 to $336 per annum.
They appear much attached to these instructers,
and show a deep sense of their religious duties; yet
they have admitted scarcely any change in their
original habits, or made any progress in industry.
Their husbandry, as formerly, is on a small scale,
of the rudest description, and carried on entirely by
women and old men. “ The Indian tribes,” said
the late Lord Dalhousie, * continue to be warlike in
their ideas and recollections. Insignificant as are
some of the tribes now in Lower Canada, civilized
and accustomed to social life, there is not one of
them that does not boast of the warlike days of
their chiefs and warriors; even now the word war-

* Papers relating to Aboriginal Tribes. Ordered by House
of Commons to be printed, 14th August, 1834, p. 23-25,
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rior is assumed by every young man ; he is trained
up to it, and has a higher idea of the approbation of
his chief, or the consideration of white men, in that
character of an active hunter or warrior, than he
has of any other object or use of his existence.”
The missionaries, though they execute their spirit-
ual functions with zeal and diligence, not only take
no pains to instruct them in reading or writing, but
effectually oppose any efforts for that purpose, at
least when made by Protestant teachers. We even
suspect that they indulge rather than check the
warlike spirit of their flocks; since it appears that,
on the annual religious festival called the grand
féte de Dieu, the Indians are in the habit of march-
ing to church in military order, headed by their
chiefs, bearing arms, and amid the music of drums
and fifes.*

A few miles northward from Quebec is the Huron
settlement of Loretto, consisting of sixty-seven men,
sixty-five women, and forty-seven children. This
poor remnant of a race once so powerful, holding
only forty acres of land, derive a precarious subsist~
ence from hunting, fishing, and some trifling articles
made by their females. They recently preferred a
claim to the fief of Sillery, a fine tract extending &
league along the St. Lawrence, near Quebec, in vir-
tue of a grant made to their ancestorsin 1651. The
case being brought before the courts, it was argued
by the crown lawyers that the grant had been made
to the Jesuits in general terms, for the purpose ¢ of
assembling the wandering nations of New France,
and instructing them in the Christian religion ;” that,
in 1699, these missionaries, representing that the
Indians had quitted the spot on account of the soil
being exhausted, requested and obtained a grant of
it for themselves ; and that it remained in their pos-

* Papers relating to Aboriginal Tribes. Ordered by House
of Commons to be printed, 14th August, 1834, p. 6-9, 96, 97.
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session till the extinction of their order in 1800,
when it devolved on the British government. On
these grounds the judges decided against the Hu.-.
rons. We cannot help referring, however, to cer-
tain facts in our historical narrative, founded on au-
thorities which we incline to believe were unknown
to either party in this contest. It there appears that
the grant immediately followed the destruction of
the Huron nation by the Iroquois, when the Jesuits,
as the only means of saving the remnant of the
tribe, removed them to Quebec. The date and the
name of the principal settlement seem to show, that
however general the terms may have been, the grant
was made virtually for the benefit of these unfortu-
nate fugitives, and to the Jesuits only as their trus-
tees. If this be admitted, we know not how far
their quitting it at one time for another spot, with-
out any formal relinquishment, could be considered
as vacating their title. On the loss of their cause,
they sent two deputies to London, who very ear-
nestly solicited an interview with their great father.
Sir George Murray evaded this demand, but received
them kindly, and though he could not reopen a le-
gal decision, offered them grants of crown lands in
other quarters; but they replied that an arrange-
ment which would separate them, and require a com-
plete change in their mode of life, could not be felt
by them as any real advantage.

In the vicinity of Three Rivers are 82 Algonquins,
and near St. Francis and Begancour, on the opposite
side, 359 Abenaquis. These tribes inhabit rude vil-
lages, composed of very poor bark huts, though
somewhat better than the ordinary wigwams. They
once possessed a considerable extent of land, the
greater part of which has been wrested from them un-
der various pretences by designing individuals ; and
to prevent such frauds, it is proposed that no aliena-
tion of property by these untaught tribes shall be
held valid until it has been sanctioned by govern-
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ment. Farther down the river are three settle-
ments of Iroquois, one at Sault St. Louis and
Caughnawaga, amounting to 967; another at St. Re-
gis of 348; and a third of 282 at the Lake of the .
Two Mountains. This tribe, once powerful and
even intelligent, are now indolent, wretched, and
despised by their own countrymen. Those of Sault
St. Louis possess some land, though, from misman-
agement, it produces little; and a late claim for an
addition, founded on minute boundary questions,
was fruitless, though they also sent deputies to Lon-
don to enforce it. At the Lake of the Two Mount-
ains are likewise 355 Algonquins and 250 Nipissings.
These have no land to cultivate, but, by their ac-
tivity in hunting and supplying Europeans with furs,
they have placed themselves in a more comfortable
condition than any other Indians in Lower Canada.
They complain much, however, of the extended
colonization on the Ottawa, by which their hunting
grounds are greatly narrowed.*

In Upper Canada, along the St. Lawrence and
Lake Ontario, the Mississaguas are the leading tribe.
Those of Kingston and Gananoqui, only 82 in num-
ber, are described as worthless and depraved ; but
such as dwell on the Bay of Quinté and Rice Lake,
amounting respectively to 143 and 317, have been
converted to Christianity, and are much improved.
On the bay are also 319 Mohawks, many of whom
have aé)plied themselves to agriculture, and even
adopted in some degree the European dress, though
mixed in a grotesque manner with their native at-
tire. On the rivér Credit, which falls into the west-
ern part of Ontario, are 180 of the same nation, who
have been greatly civilized by their conversion.
Around Lake Simcoe and its vicinity, about 550
Chippewas reside, under their chief, Yellowhead.
These also have expressed a strong desire for in-

* Papers relating to Aboriginal Tribes. Ordered by House of
Commons to be printed, 14th August, 1834, p. 23, 25, 34,66,84.
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struction and the knowledge of religion, but have
not yet experienced those benefits in an equal de-
gree. The banks of the Grand River, which falls
into Lake Erie to the extent of six miles on each
side, was, by a proclamation of General Haldimand,
set apart for the Mohawks and Six Nations, who oc-
- cupy it to the number of about 2000. Some part of
these lands has been sold with the consent of gov-
ernment, and the proceeds lodged in the Brtish
funds, yielding an annual revenue of £1500, which is
distributed among them in goods. They still hold
260,000 acres of an excellent soil, over which they
have spread themselves in small villages, and many
of them attempt the simpler modes of farming.
Farther west are the Munseys, on the Thames, 445
in number, and 309 Hurons, connected with the
French settlement on the Detroit, and converts to
the Catholic form of worship.*

With the last exception, all the tribes in Upper
Canada, till within these few years, remained in
their primitive state of rudeness and ignorance.
They are now, however, willing converts to the
Christian faith, receiving instruction in reading and
writing : their morals are greatly improved, and, in
short, the way is paved for their adopting generally
the habits of civilized life. This good work has
been almost entirely accomplished by teachers from
the United States, belonging to the “ Canada Con-
ference Missionary Society,” augiliary to that of
the Methodist Church of New-York. The Indians
have always shown themselves desirous to be in-
structed. In 1827, the tribes, when receiving pres-
ents at the remote station of Drummond Island, in-
timated to the agent that there was at Michillimack-
inac a school, or place where the natives are taught
to live as the whites do, * to mark their thoughts on

* Papers relating to Aboriginal Tribes. Ordered by House
of Commons to be printed, 14th August, 1834, p. 27-30,
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paper, and to think the news from books (read and
write).” It was in'their power to send their children
thither “ to get sensé;” but not being partial to the
Big Knives, and hearing that their great father at
York was teaching their brethren to “cut up the
ground and be beloved of the Great Spirit,” they
would rather be instructed by him. In thé same
year, the Chippeways at Gwillimbury, through their
chief Yellowhead, delivered successive strings of
wampum, importing that they wished to be settled
together, to pursue agriculture, and ** to worship that
God which is known to the whites in the good book.”

The work of conversion and civilization was
already proceeding, through the exertions of the
New-York missionaries. Their first success was
on the river Credit, in the Home District, where
they were greatly aidéed by Mr. Peter Jones, aliaw
Kakkewaquonaby, the son of a Welsh father by an
Indian mother, and thoroughly acquainted with their
customs and language. ey formed themselves
into a village; where Sir Peregrine Maitland built
for them twenty houses; they added fifteen for
themselves, with a mill; and the Methodist Society
aided them in erecting a chapel, schoothouse, and
workshop. They now renounced the “ fire-waters™
(spirits), the effects of which had been so pernicious ;
and without giving up hunting, combined with it the
culture of the ground and the rearing of cattle. Ac-
cording to the report of the Rev. Mr. Magrath, they
had, in Marech, 1828, brought thirty-five acres into
cultivation, and possessed nine yoke of oxen, twelve
cows, and six horses. The sdults were taught to
getby heart the moss essential doetrines of religion ;
but for the children of both sexes schools were es-
tablished, attended by thirty-five boys and thirty-
six girls. The Missi near Belleville soon
followed the exsm?le of their brethren, and, with the
aid of the society, formed a village on Grape 1sland,
in ‘;he ?aycof Quinté. Finding this positica wa

oL L—C e
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limited, they applied for more land, and were allow-
ed to select the requisite number of vacant lots in
the Midland District. This salul process was
soon afterward extended to the Mississaguas on
the borders of Rice Lake, and of Mud Lake, north-
ward of Cobourg. They occupied, by right, the isl-
ands on the former, and, on the petition of their
teachers, were allowed besides 1200 acres of waste
land. Improvement was next extended to the Chip-
peways, near Lake Simcoe. They were entitled to
three islands, but Sir John Colborne thought it more
for their benefit that they should be located on its
northwestern shore, and on the road to Lake Huron.
In these objects about $14,400 were spent, chiefly
saved out of the annual presents. Another estab-
lishment has been formed at Munseytown, on the
river Thames, and it appears that much has been
done among the Six Nations, particularly the Mo-
hawks, on the Grand River. In short, there seems
no room to doubt that the whole of this savage race
will soon be brought within the pale of Christianity
and civilization.

Vehement objections have been taken against the
religious body by whom this change has been ef-
fected. They are accused of propagating the polit-
ical creed of their own country, accompanied with
sentiments of hostility to the Established Church.
It does not appear, however, that any disloyal or
turbulent proceedings have resulted ; and when they
are doing 8o much good, it would certainly be very
inexpedient to obstruct their operations, until some
efficient substitute shall be found. Sir John Col-
borne expressly says, that the established clergy
have not effected any Indian conversions; and the
worthy Bishop of Quebec candidly observes, that, -
whoever were the instruments, the effect must be
a source of satisfaction; and that the hand of God
seems to be visible in it. The society allow about
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€200 or $250 a year to their missionaries, and main-
tain ten schools, attended by 251 pupils.

The Indians, as already observed, have certain
fixed stations to which they resort for the purpose
of receiving their annual presents. These are, in
Lower Canada, Quebec, to which, in 1827, there
came 652; St. Francis, 541; Caughnawaga, 967;
Lake of Two Mountains, 887; and St. Regis, 348.
In Up]ger Canada they are, Kingston, 859; York,
781; Fort George (Niagara), 1857; Ambherstburg,
5906 ; and Drummond Island, 3516. The expense
became very large during the war, when their ser-
vices were so valuable. Between 1813 and 1816 it
averaged $720,000 a year. Since that time it has
been reduced to about $76,800 ; which, with $21,120
for management, raises the Indian department to
$97,920 a year. This, in Upper Canada, is esti-
mated at 18s. 9d. to each individual, for which slen-
der remuneration some travel 500 miles. Referen-
ces have been made from the Colonial Office to
ascertain whether this sum might not be still farther
reduced, and paid in money, by which the estimates
could be formed with greater precision. To the
first point, it has been replied by the governors, that
the donation is one to which we are bound by the
faith of treaties, made in return for important ser-
vices; and its discontinuance would excite the deep-
est indignation, and provoke an hostility which
might be attended with disastrous consequences.
Probably, like all rude nations, the Indians, instead
of viewing these gifis as in any degree humiliating,
pride themselves upon them as testimonies of re-
spect, perhaps even as a species of tribute. As to
the payment in money, it was deprecated in the
strongest terms by almost all the chiefs and those
interested in their welfare ; because the immediate
consequence would be its conversion into spirits,
thereby causing a serious injury instead of a benefit.

* Since the diffusion of civiiization, many of the In-
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dians have consented, and even desired, to exchange
these presents for houses, implements of agriculture,
and other yseful objects. A considerable number
have even begun to wish for money, which, happily,
they no longer abuse as formerly, but rather find
the most convenient instrument in procuring what-
ever they may happen to want. Asance, a chief,
said, that at York “he found it convenient, when
hungry, to be able to pat his hand ipto his pocke
and find something jingling there for which he coul
get bread.”*

The Indians, as formerly observed, retain in gen-
eral their original fashion of dress; but, instead of
composing it entirely of the skins of wild animals,
thei: have adopted, as more commodious, materials
pf English manufacture. For the outer covering,
or great coat, a blanket is decidedly preferred; the
shirt beneath is chiefly of calico or printed cotton;
the leggins and pouches of common cloths. The
gartering, of gaudy colours, serves for binding and
ornamental borders. ‘The moccasins only, an arti-
cle so extremely suited to their habits, cannot be
composed of any better material than their deer-
skin. When, however, any particular piece of
finery strikes their fancy, they eagerly seek to pro-
cure it, and combine it, often fantastically, with
their old habiliments. The vicinity of Europeans,
where it does not induce the destructive habit of
intoxication, affords them various means for better-
ing their condition, A ready sale for venison, wild
ducks, and other feathered game, and for the fish
which they spear, is found among settlers who have
themselves little leisure for angling or the chase.
The skins and furs also of the animals caught by
them are readily bought by the merchants. The
women make baskets, trays, and other utensils, of
birch bark, and sometimes of the inner rind of the

* Pa relating to Aboriginal Tribes, &c., p. 16, 17,
135-137!,)‘;1‘2‘7-132:156, 5, ﬁ.mlglmin, p. 218. B 16, s
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basswood and white ash; which, when ornamented
with porcupine quills, dyed inbeautiful colours, form
elegant articles of furniture. Their moccasins, sim-
ilarly adorned, are often purchased by Europeans
for winteruse. They cannot, however, be depended
upon for making or procuring any article to order.
They produce and bring their commodities to mar-
ket when it suits their own convenience; and they
are disposed to drive a pretty hard bargain, espe-
cially the females, on whom that task usually de-
volves. The converted Indians are said to display
a simple, fervent, and sincere devotion. They pay
a particular regard to the sanctity of the Sabbath;
and while singing hymns on the evening of that day,
their rich soft voices, rising on the still air, are ex-
tremely sweet. This principle of piety, having pro-
duced the valuable fruit of inducing them to re-
nounce the ruinous habit of intoxication, has made
a most happy change in their condition; and since
the evils incident to the savage have thus been re-
moved, perhaps the admirer of the picturesque in
human life may not feel impatient for that thorough
amalgamation with Europeans which some of their
friends ardently desire. They may be willing that
some trace should still survive of the peculiar cos-
tume, aspect, and occupations of this remarkable
aboriginal race.*

The means of religious instruction in Lower Can-
ada have long existed on a liberal scale. The great
majority of the inhabitants, as formerly observed,
are French Roman Catholics. They support their
clergy by a contribution of a twenty-sixth part of
the produce of their lands, which does not, howev-
er, as has been sometimes represented, form a com-
pulsory assessment, since Protestant converts may
discontinue payment. This affords to upward of
200 vicaires and curés an average income of $1440

* Weld, p. 3'79—-382C Backwoods, p. 162--170,
c?
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the crown revenue. The Catholics have twentr
four priests, of whom the bishop, bearing the title
of regiopolis, has £500; the rest receive :£€1000
annually divided among them, out of the public
purse. From the same fund were paid, in 1835, to
the ministers of the Church of Scotland, £1588; to
those of the Presbyterian Synod of Upper Canada,
£700; £171 was granted to the fund for building
Catholic churches; £550 was given for the same
purpose to the Scottish Church; and .£550 to the
‘Wesleyan Methodists. From this fund was also al-
lowed £2344, 11s. 84. for missionaries of the Church
of England. There are said to be also twenty-eight
Methodist and forty or fifty Baptist churches, which
appear to be supported by the congregations.

The means even of the most common education
were long extremely deficient in Canada. This
want was equally felt in the lower province, where
the Catholic clergy, though diligent in their reli-
gious ministrations, either opposed or did nothing
to forward elementary instruction. They particu-
larly interfered to prevent attendance on the schools
organized in 1817 by what was termed the Royal
Institution, as being chiefly under the management of
Church of England clergymen. In 1829, however,
the legislature voted for this object $30,907, which
was gradually increased to upward of $96,000. In
that year the number of scholars was 14,753, of
whom only about a third paid fees. In 1835, the
number of free scholars risen to 72,498, of those
Kgyingto 25,160 ; showingthus a wonderful increase

th in the gross number and in the proportion of
those who defrayed their own charges. In 1836,
however, the vote of the House of Assembly for
this patriotic purpose was negatived by the Legisla-
tive Council; a step which seems not unworthy of
the severe animadversions made on it by the popular
leaders. The Council stated that their motive was
to induce the people to contribute more towards the
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education of their families. This was admitted to

be desirable as an ultimate object; but it could not
justify the abrupt withdrawal of the means by which
nearly 40,000 children were educated, without allow-
in, tin.le‘or even legal authority to substitute any
other.

In Upper Canada the government is making
exertions to remove that cloud of ignorance in which
the country was once involved. A (:olleg‘?l at To-
ropto is supported on a liberal footing. ere are
also grammar schools in every district, to the teach-
ers of which $480 yearly is allowed by the legisla-
ture. The scholars attending them amount in all to
about 350. The sum of $35;424 was also granted
in 1835 for the support of common schools, estima-~
ted to amount to several hundreds, and to educate
about 20,000 children. In the same &ear the legis-
lature voted $864 and $432 to the Mechanics’ In-
stitutes at Toronto and Kingston,

The political constitution of Canada has under-
gone various changes. Under French dominion,
after the early companies were broken up, the sover-
eign assumed a jurisdiction almost quite absolute,
not being checked, as at home, by the influence of
the nobility or the parliaments. The necessity of
delegation, however, and fears that the governor
should aim at independence, induced the cabinet to
divide the administration amoang several heads; a
system which rendered it weak rather than free,
producing, as we have seen, frequent and violent
collision among its members. These jealous feel-
ings, moreover, caused the royal council to lend a
ready ear to complaints from every class. The
clergy, especially the monastic and missionary or-
ders, who had taken a large share in the first settle-

* This arbitrary, impolitic, and cruel conduct of the Legisla-
tive Council greatly exasperated the Canadisns, as well it
miiht ; and nothing, perhaps, contributed more to produce the
violent scenes by which it was not long after —Am. Ed.
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ment and were richly endowed, enjoyed great influ-
ence both in the colony and with the court.

In 1759 Canada was conquered by the arms of
Britain, and by the treaty which followed was per-
manently annexed to her empire. It is generally
admitted, that no people, completely subdued, were
gver more liberally treated than the French colonists
in that country. Not only was their propeng pre-
served inviolate, but they were also inyested with
all the rights of citizens, and rendered admissible to
eyery office on the same footing as British subjects.
The Catholic religion did not merely enjoy full tol-
eration, but the large property with which it had
been invested was preserved to it entire. As a far-
ther boon, the Jaw of England, civil and criminal, in-
cluding the trial by jury, was introduced. The im-
proved security afforded by the latter code to person
andlife was duly appreciated ; but in regard to prop-
erty and civil jurisdiction, the coutume de Paris, with
the ordinances of the French kings, though forming
a complicated, perplexed, and inconvenient system,
had been so interwoven with the habits of the set-
tlers, that they could not be persuaded to prefer one
decidedly better. The civil law, indeed, had scarce-
ly a fair trial, being administered by somewhat un-
learned judges, partly naval and military officers,
partly citizens not bred to the profession. In the
g:ospect of a contest with the United Colonies, it

came necessary to conciliate the Canadians, and
a statue (14th Geo. III., cap. 83) was passed, called
the ‘“Quebec Act,” founded upon a report of the
crown lawyers, by which the French system was
revived in the l;ln'oéince, with the exception of the
criminal branch, which continued to be similar to
that of England.

Although the rights of person and property had
thus been from the first secured, the people had not
;%t been admitted to any share of politicng privilege.

e administration, civil and military, was exercised
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by one individual, uniting the functions of governor
and commander-in-chief; and though the Quebec
Act provided that there should be a legislative coun-
cil of atleast twenty-three members, the nomination
rested entirely with the sovereign. The natives,
long unaccustomed to any other species of rule, for
some time felt no dissatisfaction ; but at a later pe-
riod, when they had opportunities of observing the
operation of a more liberal system in England and
the United States, a desire for improvement arose,
and in 1784 a petition was presented for the estab-
lishment of a representative constitution, The
British setflers took the lead, but many of the French
joined them. Their request was not granted till
1791, when Mr. Pitt proposed and carried in Parlia.
ment'a scheme of government resembling that of
the mother country.

By this act the upper province, which had long
been rising in importance, was separated from the
lower, and a distinct constitution appointed for
each. The representative body in the lafter con-
sists of eighty-eight members, four from each of
the cities of Quebec and Montreal, two from Three
Rivers, one from William Henry or Sorel, and a
varying number, but most commonly two, from
each of the counties. The qualification of electors
in the country arises from the possession of land-
ed property amounting to 40s. a year; in the towns,
from owning a dwelling-house of £5 a year, or
renting one of £10; and no religious disability ex-
ists. The members hold their seats during four
years, and there must be an annual session, which
usually continues through the months of January,
February, and March. The governor has the same
power in convoking, proroguing, or dissolving them,
that the king has in England. For the last three
sessions, the members have been allowed ten shil.
lings a day while sitting, and four shillings a league
for travelling expenses.



OF CANADA, 311 4

The legislative council exercises the attributes
of the House of Lords in Great Britain, havi

wer to alter and even to reject all bills sent up

rom the lower house; they can also originate

bills, which, however, must pass the ordeal of the
representative assembly. It was at first progosed
that this body should consist of hereditary nobility,
selected from the great landed proprietors; but as
such a class could scarcely exist in a new country,
where so few possessed large fortunes or the means
of acquiring them, it was finally determined that
the members should be appointed for life by men-
damus from the king.

The governor, with the aid of an executive coun-
cil of eleven, appointed, like himself, by the sover-
eign, exercised all the executive functions. No
act passed by the legislatare could become law till
it received his assent, which he had power to sus-
pend till the measure had been submitted to the
government at home; and even after it had been
sanctioned by him and come into operation, the
king retained the power of disallowing it within
. two years. No new tax could be imposed without
the consent of the Assembly ; and though this law
was not retraspective, the existing burdens were so
very light as to make the exception of little conse-
quence. The jurisdiction of the legislature extend-
ed to ev:? object connected with the colony; but
any act aflecting religion, its ministers or revenues,
or the waste lands belonging to the crown, was to
be laid before the two houses of Parliament, and
remain there for thirty days before the royal assent
could be given.

The constitution of Upper Canada was made
nearly an exact copy of this on & somewhat small-
er scale. The House of Assembly comprised ori-
ginally sixteen members, which, with the increase
of population and settlement, have been raised to
sixty-two.
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