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The Last Great
Indian Battle

The Blackfoot Confederacy, comprised of Blackfoot, Blood and Peigan tribes, was one
of the most powerful and most feared alliances on the Canadian plains. In 1869-70,
however, a deadly smallpox epidemic swept through their combined ranks and cut
their strength in half. In the fall of 1870, a large war party of Cree and Assinoiboine
warriors decided to take advantage of the decimated Blackfoot Nation and strike a
decisive blow against their arch enemy.
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their chief Bull Back Fat, confiscated the whisky and
drove Johnson and the other whites from Blackfool terri-
tory. Instead of being grateful for being allowed to escape
with his life, Johnson vowed to exact his revenge on the
entire Blackfoot Nation.

That fall, when a steamer arrived at Fort Benton,
Montana, with smallpox aboard, Johnson’s twisted mind
immediately saw an opportunity to get even. He eagerly
purchased the infected blankets, packed them on two
ponies, and started north for the Canadian plains. When
Johnson reached the Milk River he saw six Indians riding
down the valley. The Indians soon spotted lohnson and
gave chase. Feigning alarm, Johnsorn abandoned the cont-
aminate blankets and fled. The unsuspecting Indians
must have considered themselves very lucky that day,
for, not only had they obtained two horses, but a load of
blankets as well.

As the infected blankets began to circulate among
the Indians, the disease quickly spread with deadly
effect. The older members of the tribes recognized the
terrible plague that had wiped out almost two-thirds of
the Blackfoot Confederacy in 1837, but they were power-
less to stop it. By winter the epidemic was at its peak,
and as Indians panicked and tried to
flee the scourge, they spread the dis-
ease even further.

“Whole bands were caught on
the trackless plains and perished in
savage blizzards,” wrote B.D. Fardy
in Jerry Potts: Paladin of the Plains.
“In the camps, relatives watched
loved ones swell up like bloated car-
casses, the stench of their sickness
filling the teepees. Others looked on
as the afflicted became disfigured or
went into a raving delirium from
which there was no recovery. Young
braves killed themselves rather than
face disfigurement. Fathers killed
their wives and children then them-
selves to avoid the agony of the dis-
ease.”

By the spring of 1869 the plague
had run its course, but the once-
mighty Blackfoot Confederacy had
been badly decimated. It has been
estimated that the Blackfoot lost
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(Above) John "Liver-Eating” Johnson,
the man accused of starting the small-
pox epidemic.
(Below) Fort Benton, Montana, in 1868.

1,000 of its people, while its allies, the Bloods and
Peigans, lost about 600 each. With its numbers cut in
half, the severely weakened Blackfoot Nation was now a
tempting target for the strong and unaffected Cree and
Assiniboine alliance, who viewed this as an opporlune
time to strike a decisive blow against their powerful
enemy,

Dr. George A. Kennedy, the North West Mounted
Police (NWMP) physician at Fort Macleod from 1879 to
1889, wrote an article on the subsequent battle which
appeared in the Lethbridge News on April 30, 1850.
Kennedy's report is probably based on an interview with
one of the participants, Jerry Potls. According to
Kennedy, late in the fall of 1870, a Cree and Assiniboine
war party numbering 600-800 warriors was assembled
under chiefs Big Bear, Piapot, Little Mountain and Little
Pine, and some lesser chiefs, Their destination was
Blackfoot territory: their goal, to steal horses and other
valuables, and to kill as many of their traditional enemy
as they could.

The Blackfoot and Bloods were then camped mainly
on the Belly River between Fort Kipp and Fort Whoop-Up,
two notorious whisky trading posts about 20 miles apart.
Their allies, the South Peigans, were
camped above Fort Whoop-Up,
which was situated at the junction of
the St. Mary's and Belly rivers, hav-
ing been driven to this side of the
border by Colonel Baker of the
United States Army. Big Leg, Black
Eagle and Heavy Shield were their
chiefs. Crow Eagle led the North
Peigans, while Bull Back Fat and
Button Chief led the Bloods.

According to Kennedy’s re-
port, the South Peigan, because of
their trade with the Americans, were
the hest armed of all the tribes. “The
South Peigans were well armed with
repeating rifles, needle guns and
revolvers,” wrote Kennedy, “the
Bloods were not so well equipped,
while the Crees and Assiniboines had
only old muskets, Hudson Bay fukes,
and bows and arrows to depend on.”

From the various eyewitness
reports, it appears that the Cree war



party followed the Bow River wesl from where Medicine
Hal is today located, then turned south on the Little Bow
Hiver. When they reached a point about 18 miles north-
east of what is today the City of Lethbridge, Chief Piapot
had a vivid dream one night that seemed to predict disas-
ter for the raiders. [ron Horn, only 10 years old at the
fime, participated in the expedition against the Blackioot.
Years later he related the war council he witnessed
between Chief Piapot and his men to Mike Mountain
Horse, who recorded it in an unpublished manuscript
entitled “Indians of the Western
Plains.”

On the morning following his
dream, Piapot assembled his war-
riors and gave them this ominous
warning. “My children, I had a

~ dream last night. | saw a buffalo bull
with iron horns goring, stamping
zad killing us. We were unable Lo
destroy it. After long meditation, |
Bave come to the conclusion that we
wust abandon this venture and
r=lurn home, otherwise misfortune
Swaits us.”

Piapot's words had the effect of
ividing the war party. The more
“operstitious among them decided
= return home, while the remaining
“raves were persuaded to continue
“Ueir war expedition by an opposing
hiel who harangued: “My children,
~an'l believe in a dream. Advance
~audl capture the Blackfoot Nation,
women and children. The smallpox
led off most of their fighters, so
we won'l be opposed by any great
smamber.”

Of the approximately 300-400
“hal decided to continue, a recon-
“waitring party of scouts was send
ead. “These scouts were always
= most essential part of any Indian
~war party going into hostile coun-

Up. Deploying for action under cover of darkness, the
Crees began the assault on the sleeping camp. As the bat-
tle began, some of the Blackfeet women swam across the
river and headed for the main camps to summon aid.
Apparently one of these women showed incredible brav-
ery and fighting ability by killing four Cree braves with a
tomahawk during the initial engagements.

“Although outnumbered,” related Mountain Horse,
“the Blackfeet held their own, due chiefly to the modern
firearms which they used. The noise of rifle fire, and the
howling of dogs, soon brought assis-
tance to the isolated Blackieet. At
break of day, warriors from the
Blackfoot camps, north and south,
could be seen approaching, on
horseback, in twos and threes, over
hills and knolls, chanting their war
songs in joyful anticipation of bat-
tle.”

One of the approaching de-
fenders was 22-year-old Mountain
Chief. His camp, located just north of
the battle scene, was just getting up
in the morning when news arrived
that the lower camp was under
attack. Mountain Chief mounted his
best horse and, with other warriors,
headed to the assistance of the lower
camp. His account of the battle was
published in Joseph Dixon’s The
Vanishing Race: The Last Great Indian
Council, in 1913,

“We rode over a ridge while on
the plain below the battle was rag-
ing. As we rode down the hill slope, |
began to sing my war song. I carried
a shield in my hand and this song
that I sung belonged to that shield.
One of the medicine men dreamed
that whoever held this shield would
not be hit by bullets. While singing, I
put in the words, ‘My body will be
lying on the plains.’

v related Mountain Horse. “Able-
“woaled young men were allotted to
s special task which comprised
~wv=sligating the country ahead,
~.ating enemy camps, hunting parties or any hostile
emy scouts.

- "On this occasion the Cree scouts discovered a
- ckioot camp at Many Ghosts, known in the old days as
1 Whoop-up, a trading post. Thinking to kill two birds
~w'h one stone they captured some of the Blackioot
~ wwies and reported back Lo the main camp. In reality,
" wse men only located the central part of a large camp

~wch extended to what is now Whitney’s Crossing,
~ uth of Whoop-up, and as far north as Fort Kipp.”

One night in Jate October (Kennedy gives the date as
~ lober 25), the entire Cree war party descended upon
= simall camp of about 60 teepees that had been locat-
1 by Lhe scouts about three miles north of Fort Whoop-

Chief Piapot of the Cree. When he
informed his warriors abouat his
dream, half of them returned home.

“When I reached the line of
baltle | did not stop but rode right in
among the Crees and they were
shooting at me from behind and in
front. When I rode back the same way, the men made a
break for the coulees. As soon as they got to the coulees
they dug a pit. [ was lying about ten yards away on the
side of the hill. [ was singing while lying there. I could not
hear for the roar of the guns, and could not see for the
smoke.”

The first streaks of dawn had barely begun to show
in the eastern sky before the Blackfoot reinforcements
started to arrive. Now outnumbered, the Cree initiated a
slow retreat across the prairie towards the Belly River.
When they reached a coulee near the riverbank, they
took up defensive positions. The Blackfoot, after much
difficulty, succeeded in establishing themselves in a
shorter coulee to the south.

Frontier Days in Alberta 5
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These two paintings by A.J. Miller depict scenes of the numerous Indian wars and raids. The top painting depicts a battle
in progress, while the painting below shows one of the combatants beating a retreat.
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he Blackfool and the Cree, Father
Lacombe, who tried to stop the fight-
ag was wounded and left for dead.
Long afterward he recalled that: "The
groans of the dying, the yelling of the
warriors, the harangues of the chiefs,
wnd the noise of the dogs and horses,
wll mingled, formed a kind of hell.”
‘Right) A rendering of the Last Great
Indian Battle by Manitoba artist Terry
Mclean,

The Crees held the best position, and for some time
ihe general fighting took place between these two
coulees. The coulees were parallel, 300 to 400 feet wide,
and divided by a ridge that varied in width from 75 to 200
leet. “Here for four hours the battle raged,” wrote
¥znnedy, “the braves crawling to the edge of the coulee
and exchanging shots with the more adventurous of the
enemy. A head, a hand, a piece of blanket or robe, any-
thing was enough to shoot at. It was a contest in which
skill and cunning in taking advantage of the inequalities
of the ground came largely into play. It is stated that sev-
=ral were badly injured by heavy stones thrown across
the narrow part of the ridges from one coulee into the
other. Two Peigans attempted to gallop down the ridge
for the purpose of ascertaining the strength and position
of the enemy; one was killed outright, and the other
badly wounded and his horse killed under him. In all,
during this time, about a dozen Blackfeet were killed, and
a large number wounded. It is impossible to say how
many Crees were killed.”

Meanwhile, during the time the battle was taking
place, Fort Whoop-Up was occupied by a number of
whisky traders. While there is no evidence to suggest

that they participated in the inter-tribal confrontation, a
man named Howell Harris was an interested spectator.
However, with the white men at Fort Whoop-Up was a
marn who not only participated in the conflict, but played
an important role in the eventual outcome. A Peigan half-
breed, Jerry Potts later went on to distinguish himself as
a valuable scout [or the NWMP,

With the battle between the Crees and Blackfoot
essentially stalemated between the two coulees, scouts
were sent to fetch Potts. The half-breed responded by
assembling a strong force of braves which he positioned
behind a small butte. Prior to this the Crees, although
outnumbered and having far iess firepower, enjoyed a
slight edge because of their location. The placement of
Potts’ force turned this advantage over to the Blackfoot.
The Crees now came under heavy fire from the small
butte, and recognizing their vulnerability, they “began to
effect a strategic movement to the rear by slipping out of
the coulee and making for the river.”

Unfortunately for the Crees, Potts noticed the retreat
and gave the signal to attack — and attack they did.
“Some on horseback, some on foot, they poured over the
ridge and down the coulee driving the now panic-stricken

Frontier Days in Alberta 7



-]

Plicture

Butte 3

LETHBRIDGE
" "

_ BELLY AIVER
' {Now Oldman)
g~
e 'f_ /\L —————
| Fort Whoop-Up|

\_‘\4—\

T] LI /,, QAN (/[f:ij T A\
= = NN NN — | &= | &1 /AN
WU [Lva\) | W NN B\

This plateau

This map was drawn by Gamet Basque
based on a sketch map thal was probably
| drawn by George Kennedy. In February,
1887, C.A. Magraih interviewed Jerry
| Potts, who participated in the battle as
a Peigan war chief, Potts supplied
Magrath a defailed account of the batlle,
| which he in tum relayed to George Kennedy.

{5 4| Entrance
= 1o colliery|

PRAIRIE

was 300 feet
above level
of river.

The Crees
fought from
this coulee.

)

N/ $ . .
The Piegans took >
|cover in this coulee. S

ISLAND

& Frontier Days In Alberta




B

s before them and killing without quarter,” wrote

=iy, "A large number of the latter was forced out of

ravine over a point of a hill to the north. The descent

is some twenty to thirty feet, and almost perpendic-

~ur and over this pursuers and pursued both rushed

Ieadiong, horses and men tumbling over each other, the

e fighting and struggling for dear life, until the bank
s reached and the fight became a butchery.”

%5 the Crees made a break for the river, Mountain
"t had mounted his horse and joined the attack, run-
s over two of them before they reached the water. “As
= were crossing the river, [ jumped off my horse and
~hed one of the Crees between the shoulders. He had
I8 spear and I took that away from him. I jumped off my
re= again and just as | returned there was a Cree who
~ws2d his gun to fire at me. [ ran over him and he
~wshbed my horse by the bridle. | swung my horse’s head
“wound to protect myself and took the butt of my whip
o knocked him down. When [ struck him he looked at
e and [ saw that his nose had been cut off. [ heard after-
“wards that a bear had bitten his nose off. Alter [ knocked
S down, [ killed him. | jumped off my horse and just
| en L met another Cree. We had a fight on our horses. He
[ 2hol at me and I shot at him. When we gol close together,
' took his arrows away from him, and he grabbed me by
| "= hair of the head. I saw him reach for his dagger and
| st then we clinched. My war bonnet had worked down
| ~v my neck, and when he struck at me with his dagger it
- ruck the war bonnet and | looked down and saw the

“andle sticking out and grabbed it and killed the other
[ “fan. Then we rushed the Crees in the pit again and my
“wther came up with one of the old muskets and handed
© 1o me. It had seven balls in it and when [ fired it, it
| wcked so0 hard that it almost killed me. I feel that I had a
. wore narrow escape by shooting that gun than I had with
| "= Indians. When we returned [ had taken nine different
[Fecalps.”
I The worst slaughter of the Crees occurred while
ey were trying to cross the Belly River. As the Crees
cunged into the current, moving across almost in a sin-
+ = mass, “the Blackfeel stood on the brink and shot
em down like sheep,” wrote Kennedy. “To use Jerry
“olts’ own expression, ‘You could fire with your eyes
<hut and be sure to kill a Cree.” The scene now, and dur-
@z the charge, must have been one not easily forgotten.
The river valley was filled with dust and smoke, the air
resounded with the report of rifles and the deafening war
«=ies of the Blackfeet, while thick and fast came the death
v2lls of the Crees.”

Mountain Horse also described the carnage during
the Crees futile attempt to escape. “Here a feartul mas-
. sacre occurred, the waters of the river turning crimson
with blood. Chief Calf Shirt, already wounded in the neck
and arm, with arrows sticking out of his body, dis-
palched two of the enemy with his Bowie knife. . .
Stabbing and drowning became the order of the day.
Prairie Chicken, a Blood warrior, jumped his horse from
2 cutbank into the river to go after the enemy, south of
where Ashceroft’s mine now operates. Approximately ten
Crees survived this battle in the river and crossed safely
10 the other side, just south of where the CPR bridge now

stands, where they proceeded to entrench themselves in
the brush. . .These surviving Crees had only one revolver
and no ammunition as their supply of powder was wet
from the recent encounter in the river. One casualty
occurred in this trench, a Cree shooting another brave
accidentally with his arrow.”

At this point the Blackfoot could easily have wiped
out what remained of the Cree raiders, but instead they
were allowed to escape so that they could tell their story.
Although eyewitness accounts are available, it is still dif-
ficult to ascertain precise figures on the dead and wound-
ed in this, the last great Indian battle fought in North
America. However, based on the information available, a
reasonable eslimate can be made. The Cree had appa-
rantly starfed out their campaign with a war party num-
bering 600-800 braves. Half of these turned back as a
result of Piapot’s vision, thus approximately 300-400
actually engaged the Blackfoot and its allies. Of these, 10-
12 are all that appear to have survived. Thus it is safe to
assume that over 300 Crees and Assinoiboines were
killed in the battle. On the Blackfoot side, it is estimated
that they lost 40 dead and had some 50-60 wounded.

Two men who died fighting on the side of the Crees
were the Sutherland brothers. In Indian Tales of the
Canadian Prairies, published in 1913, James Sanderson
wrote: "Two ol the finest young warriors the Crees ever
had were two Scottish half-breeds, sons of a Highland
Scot named Hugh Sutherland, a Hudson’s Bay Co.
employee. One was called Qo-sa-us-tik-wan, or Yellow
Hair, and the other Tip-oo-es-tik-wan, or Curly Hair. They
were tall, strapping young fellows, very fair and blue
eyed. They had a great reputation which they fully
deserved as warriors, and absolutely without an atom of
fear in their composition.”

Sanderson, who met the two brothers at the Red
Ochre Hills just as they were about to start on the cam-
paign with the Crees, asked Yellow Hair if he would not
be belter suited behind a plough then heading off to war
against the Blackfoot. “I have never been taught anything
but fighting,” was the reply. “I suppose 1 have relatives
beyond the Big Water who would be sorry to see me
leading this kind of life, but how can 1 help it?”

The Sutherland brothers had led the initial charge
against the Blackfoot camp. At first victory seemed
assured, but when the sound of battle attracted the other
nearby camps, the Crees were soon outnumbered.
Nevertheless, the Crees held their ground, fighting until
the approach of night, when they retreated, still fighting,
across the Belly River, “The two brothers made a grand
stand before they fell,” wrote Sanderson, “fighting with
their knives after their lower limbs had been rendered
powerless by the bullets of their enemy, and only yield-
ing up their scalps with their lives.”

The Sutherland brothers had put up such a coura-
geous and determined fight that, in their memory, the
Blackioot erected two stone cairns to mark the spots
where they fell. The markers were still visible on the west
side of the Belly River until the turn of the century and,
remarked Sanderson, “no Blackfoot. Blood or Peigan
passes them without adding a stone or two to the memo-
rial pile,” ®

Frontier Days in Alberta 9



The Tragedy Of The

v , ORTH AMERICAN BUFFALO

For cenmn'es prior to the arrival of the white man in North America, great herds
_&.. of buffalo coexisted with the Plains Indians in a rare balance between
nature and man. The Indian societies, although they wasted most of

. the meat, killed only what buffalo they needed for food, clothing
and shelter. Soon after the arrival of the white man,

however, this fragile coexistence was shattered.




% ISON, frequently called buffalo by most North
} ﬁmmcam are ol two species: the wood bulfalo,
(Bison bison athabascae), and the plains bulfalo
bison Bison). However, with the hybridization of
B two specles in some areas of the country, the term
falo” is generally accepted when relerring to these

The wood buffalo, with the male reaching 2,500
snds ar more, and the cows weighing as much as 1,600
uds, is the larger of the two. By comparison, a foll-
wwn male plains buffalo welghs between 1,400 and
2 pounds, the cow welghing from 750 to 1,100, The
Eritary occupled by each species was also different.
e wood buffalo ranged over the western bwo-thirds of
berta, including the Rocky Mountains, then extended
ihward along the eastern foothills to the New Mexico
pdar, The range of the plains buffalo extended from the
p of Texas all the way up to southern Alberta,
atchewan and Manitoba, and east to the Atlantic
veal. However, the greatest concentration of animals
88 iny the greal plains region.
There are numerous historical references to the vast
mbers ol huffalo that populated the plains of North
a prior to the arrival of the white man. Francisco
quez de Coronado, of Spain; one of the first white
1o visit the American west, saw herds of bulfalo so

large thal it was impossible to number them.” Rev.

Rabert Rundle described them as "in numbers — num-

berless,” while another early viewer compared them to
“the fish in (he sea, ., *

Im 1862, Nathaniel Langford, the first superintendent
ol Yellowslone National Park, described a particularly
large herd of bulfalo he had seen. Une day, alter setiing
up camp, Langford heard a distant rumbling sound which
he thought was thunder. His guide, however, assured
him it was a herd of buifalo, as yet still four or live miles
away. "Soon we saw a cloud of dust rising in the east”
wrote Rundle, "and the rumbiing grew louder and | think
It was about hall an hour when the frant of the herd

‘came [alrly Into view. From an observalion with feld

glasses. we judged the herd 1o be 5 or 6 miles wide, and
the herd was more than an hour passing us at a gallap.
There seemed to be no space unoccupied by buffaloes.
They were running 45 rapidly as a horse can go al a keen
gallop, about 12 miles an hour, . . " Langlord multiplied
the width of the herd by |ts length. He thev multiplied
this Agure by the approximate density of the animals, By
his calcutations, he estimiated (hat this single herd num-
bered a staggering 1,000,000 animals. As incredible as
this figure may sound, Thomas Farnham, travelling west
on the Santa Fe Trail in 1839, had recorded an even larger
one, For three days he passed through country “so thick-
ly covered with these noble animals, that where viewed
from a height, it scarcely afforded a sight of a square
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now a UNESCO Warld Herttage Site, focated northwest of Fort Mucleod,

were finished off by hunters. One of the aldest and best
preserved sites Is the Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump
northwest of Fort Macleod, Excavations show Lhat the
site was used by lour successive cullures over a period
ol 5,500 years, and the well-preserved bone beds are
some 40 leet thick. Now a UNESCO World Heritage Site, in
1987 a superb interprelive cenire was opened here.

The buftalo were much more than a food source to
the Indians. Buffalo “bones were made (nto tools for
shaping stone, scraping hides, working leather and for
sewing,” wrote Liz Brian In The Buffalo People; "Ils sinews
ant halr were twisted into cordage; its horns, bladder,



onch and scrotum were used as containers; its dried
g was Indispensable as luel on the treeless plains.”
pwever, despile the terrible waste, the bulfalo were so
pimerous (hat the Indiand had no noliceable affect on
burgeoning population
With the arrival of the white man, however, hunting
alo for sport gained in popularity. In 1854, Sir George
« a rich nobleman, lefl his native reland Lo sample
ks new sport through America's bulfalo country. Gore's
miting 1rip lasted almosi three years, coverad more
fian 6,000 miles and cost some §500,000. He was accom-
panibed by a personal staff of 40 servants and several sci
wnlisis, Lheir supplles being transported In six wagons
and 21 French carts. One wagon, containing only firearms
and ammunition, included 75 muzzleloading rifles. By
the time Gore disbanded his bulfalo-hunting expedition
in 1857, his reckless staughter had eliminated 2,000 ani-
- mils. Eleven years later, William Drummond arrived from
Scotland to organize a similar bulfalo-shootlng expedi.
Clon, He too lefl the plalns strewn for miles with the car-
casses of slain bulfale,

The sport of Buffalo hunting quickly hecame the
rage, Its reputation being enhanced by the tales of the

' returning eastern dudes, The rallroads Joined In the buk
falo slaughter by promoting low-priced bulfalohuniing
excursions, Mos! of the “sportsmen” who participated in
the railroad’s hunting forays, however, never left the
irain, killing the buffalo through the convenience of open
iraln windows.

Even Gen, George Custer relished in the himt. Onee,
however, when chasing & buifaloe on horseback al 1op
speed, the experience almost proved fatal when the bul-
falo suddenly veered right. In the excitement ol the
momenl, as Custer tried to grab Lhe relos with Lhe hand
in whilch e held his revolyer, he aceldemally pulled the
trigger. The bullet entered his horse’s head, killing him
instantly. As the horse collapsed, it threw Cuoster head
over heels, but, remarkably, he was not even scratched

Witltam "Buffole Bill™ Cody (s featured
fn thiv 183 painting, "The Greaf
Buffalo Hant," by Louie Manrer. Cody
is in the cenfre foreground, To his lef?
is Grond Duke Alexis, and to the right,
riding eut of the painting is Gen,
George Caster.

One ol the greatest buffalo
hunters of all 1ime was Willlam
“Bullalo Bill" Cody. From September
1867 to May 1868, Cody had a con-
tract to supply 12 buffalo a day to
the Union Pacllie Ratlway, which
used Lhe meal to feed its 1,200 work-
ers, According to Cody's own
account, he slaughtered 4,280 ani-
mals, although his contract never
called for guite that many. In any
event, most of the hullalo killed by
Coty were used as food.

Despite the wanton and reck-
less slaughter ol the bulfalo by
humters, whether lor sporl or meal,
their overall population was not affected to any great
degree. However, a new breed of hunter was about to
enler the scene thal would have a devasiating eflect on
the bulfalo herds.

Although there had always been Jur bartering among
the Indian tribes long before the arrival of the white man,
it had scarcely made a dent in the massive huffalo popu-
lation. The trade expanded in the 1700s, when early
explorers exchanged trinkels or goods for rich bulfalo
robes. While this trade reached [ty peak in the mid-1800s,
it siill did not pose a serious threal 1o the buffalo popula:
tion. However, when American and European lanneries
developed new tanming processes in 1871, the hide busi-
ness began Lo Nourish. Buffalo leather, rated as belter
than cowhide, was needed for the machinery of an
emerging industrial nation, But it had other ures as well.
The British army used it Yo replace many of the slandard
articles in a soldier's outlit. In addition, it was used for
cushions, linings and the tops of carriages aml hearses,
As the demand steadily increased, || spawned a new
bresd ol mern.

Described by some as “uncouth barbarians,” these
new buflalo hunters could be more appropriately
labelled buffalo exterminators. They swarmed to the

airie for one reason — to accumulate as many bulfalo

ides they could as quickly as possible, One of their
mmber, Tom Nixon, recorded the “honour” of slaughler-
Ing the most buffalo — 120 — In the shortest time — 40
mimytes! His rapid firing overheated the rifle barrel so
badly that it was ruined. On another occasion, Nixon
killed 204 animals. Even this, however, was not a record,
one Oriando A Bond being credited with killing over 250
anlmals in one stand,

fronically, the bullalo contributed 1o their awn
slaughter. They prelerred the wide-open range where
tivey could be =asily spotted and upon which there wis
no place Lo hide. Even il they scattered at the first sign ol
trouble, they would have made the hunter’s job tar more
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hore) Prior to the arrical of the white man, the Indians were forced to fallow the buffalo herds on fool, carrying all their

Sslungings on their backs and the backs of dege. The introduction of the horse gave the Indians much greater mobility.
ey were now able to hunt buffalo on horseback. This painting by AJ. Miller depicts Indians altacking the bulfalo in this

i ner,
Winposite page) "Kelsey Sees The Buffalo, Angust, 1601," was painted by Charies W. JefTerys for a 1928 Hadson's Bay Co.
iar.
out) This painiing by Mifler depicts an Indian celebration following o kil

g ey e
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difficull. True, they were often pursued
on horseback and killed as (hey fled.
Bul this type of killing, known as “the
chase,” was maore popualar in the
Canadian prairies.

The hunlers of the American
plaind preferred whal has been lermed
a “stand.” A stand, quite simply, mean
the buffalo would simply stand around
while you shot animal alter animal. In
this type ol killing, the honter would
approach the herd slowly Irom down-
wind. Once tlose enough, the hunter
could hegin systematically killing the
bulfalo. “The report of the gun and the
nolse made by the [all of the wounded
bulfalp,” wrote ane plains observer,
“astound, bul do nol drive away, the
rest.” Kansas marksman Thomas
Linton killed 3,000 in the 1872 season,
while George Reighard slaughtered
about 3,000 in a single month. During
the same season the three Clarkson
brothers killed aboul 7,006,

Bonsted by this rampanl slaugh-
ter, the shipment of hides reached new
peaks. At Dodge City, warehouses
bulged with 60,000 10 80,000 hides. One
company shipped more than 200,000
hides In 1872.73, the lirst winter the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rall-
road operated out of Dodge. Between
1872 and 1874 Lhis railroad alone
shipped out 459 453 hides. When calcu-
lations took into account the ship-
ments of the Union Pacific and Kansas
Pacific raitways, as well as the number
of buffalo killed by Indians and settlers,
It was estimated that well over
A,000,000 buffalo had been slaushiered
in 1872, 1873 and 1874,

When the buffalo population of the
central plains had been wiped oul, the
hunters directed their attention to the
southern herds, and by the fall of 1877
some 1,500 hunters ranged over the
Texas plains. Their success became
evident the following spring when one
hide merchant alone had lour acres of
property blanketed with bales of hides,
During the 1876-77 season, 200,000
hides were shipped from Forl Griffin
alone, and within two years the buffalo
had been virtually exterminated from
the southern plains, Al this poinl, some
of the hunters turned to cattle ranch.
ing. Oihers, however, turned their
altention northward, to Montana,
where the last large herds exisied. By
1882 there were al least 5,000 hunters
on (e northern plains. The following
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rous way to Mil buffalo,

(Above) The Bulffale chese, Although this way o dange
it wan the method preferred by the Metis.

(Below) In the American west, hunting and kiffing buffala for sport became so
popular that trains wonld oflen stop in the midst of a buffale herd to allow
pussengers to sloughter the animals, which were then left to rol on the plains.
Traing that did not stop, slowed sufficiently to allow the passengers the
“sport’ io shoo! "from every ovailable window, with riffes, corbines and




s o large herd of 50,000 to 80,000 bufialo was seen

emsing the Yellowstone River. By the end ol the season
ey had been completely wiped out. The lollowing sea-
W & lur buyer from Minneapolis scoured the northern
s for butfalo hides Despite an exhaustive search, he
. il nnly enough 1o make up one carload, Two years
sidier, one Montana dealer alone had shipped 250,000
- Wdes from the same reglon. Andl there was no hopes that
e herds could be replenished from Canada, since most
o the buffalo population across the border had been
Laxtinguished by 18RD.

By the mid-1880s, all major buifalo herds in North
America had been exterminaled. There were still scat-
fered pockets of buffalo here and there, but these too

were eventually hunted and killed, so thal by 1888 there

were only an estimated 20 animals roaming wild.
Fortunately, there were also 261 held In captivity across
North America

Prior to the total extinetion of the bulfalo, a number
of Canadians tried to ensure their survival as a specles.
Two ol the first were Charlie Alloway and John McKay. In
the spring of 1873, Alloway and McKay teamed up to cap-
ture three bulfalo calves, which they brought to
Winnipeg, The following spring they captured three
maore, although one died. John MeKay then turned his
share In the five calves to his brother James, who went
on to become the (irst speaker in the Manitoba legisla-
ture. When McKay died in 1879, Alloway sold the herd,
then numbering 13 animals, to Col. Sam Bedson ol
Winnipeg for $1,000,

Bedson, the son ol a Montreal army
officer, had been a part of Lhe Wolseley
expedilion against Riel a1l Fort Garry.
Bedson was a lover of wildlile, and
under his care the herd was increased
to about 100 animals by 1888, at thal
time over one-third of all the bulfalo
held in captivity. Unfortunately, with
the steady influx of setllers moving into
the area, Bedson realized it was no
longer practical to keep a buffalo herd.
According to an unpublished manu-
script by Dr. Peter Neuleld, about six
were dondted to zoos In New York and
London. Donald Smith, a Manitoba
politician, got at least 27, all but five of
which he donated to the Canadian gov-
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{(Above) Buffalo roam free in a large poddock near Waterton Lake Park,

Alberta. Vehicles are permitied to drice through the park for a firsthond leak

(Oppowite page, top] Plains Indians about to butcher o buffalo Fallowing o swc-

cesgful funt

[(Lefl) The herd of buffalo in the paddock al Baafl, Alberin, conatsted of sight

animals when this phatogroph was taken im the sammer of 1080,

{Below) This display of baffale about to fall over a cliff can be seen at the Head.

Frompees [erve in Afbwéven [0




ernment, which in turn Installed them at Banfl National
Park,

A Winnipeg group tried to form a company to buy
the remainder ol Bedson's herd, but they were eventually
sold to Charles ). "Buffalo” Jones of Kansas. Jones
planned 1o open a big game preserve In Texas where he
would charge hunters a large fee Lo kill the animals.
“While in Winnipeg.” wrote Neufeld, “he was besieged
with telegrams from persons in Minnesota and the
Dakotas anxious to buy bison at $500-81,000 each. Some
ended up In American zoos and private preserves. His
own grandiose dream failed when intense heat and ticks
killed many animals.”

Meanwhile, another small herd had been started in
the Flathead country of Montana by Walking Coyote, a
Pend d'Oreille Indian. Walking Coyole had spent the win-
ter of 1872 In the Sweetgrass Hills near the Alberia-
Montana border. In the spring of 1873, he captured eight
bullalo calves and herded them to land he had settled
about 10 miles from the 51. Ignativs mission. There he
turned the lour surviving calves loose to graze.

At Indian-Mexican by the name of Michae! Don Fable
also had a small herd on the Flathead al this time. The
budfale inlerbred and by 1883 Walking Covole laid claim
to 14 animals, Another rancher, a French-Canadian
named Charles Allard, recognized the

Norman Luxton, Alex Ayolle, Howard Douglas and the
Hon. Frank Oliver, then Mimister of the Interior in Otlawa.
Luxton, a close friend of Oliver, convinced the politician
that the herd should be purchased and moved to
Canada. Oliver sent Douglas to inspect the herd, and he
recommended the Canadian government purchase the
entire lol. With skx months Ayolte had negotiated the
sale, and in Febroary, 1207, Pablo signed a conlract to
sell Canada the entire herd al $245 a head, although the
exact numnber of the herd was unkonown

The round-up and shipment of the animals Is a story
in itsell. By June the [irst 199 buffalo arrived at Elk Island
Mational Park in Alberta. In the fall of 1907 another 211
bultalo were shipped to the same park One old animal
still carried brass caps on the horns, a relic of Buffalo Bill
Cody's wild west show of Kansas.

I 1909, 130 buifalo arrived at Alberta’s Wainwright
Buffalo Park, the first of six shipments over the next six
years, The lollowing five shipments (otalled 98 animals,
I all 716 buffalo were delivered. Those thal originally
had gone Lo Elk Island were also transferred lo
Wainwright except for about 50 head left (o lorm the
nucieus of today's herd. About 75 buffalo sill remained
on the Flathead Reservation, but were so wild they could
not be rounded up so Pablo invited his Canadian assocl-

possibility of raising purebred bulia-
lo and, in partnership with Pablo,
purchased 12 of Walking Covole’s
animals for $25{) each. Then in 1893
Charles Jones arrived in Montana
from Kansas with 44 bulfalo that
Allard and Pablo purchased and
added to their herd, As the herd
increased many were sold to dealers
throughout the United Srates. When
Allard died in 1896, his share of the
herd, some 150 animals, were sold
and the profit went (o his immediate
family. Despite this, the herd, now
owned by Charles Allard Ir,, his

brother Joseph, Pablo and Andrew
Stringer, totalled about 250 animals
by 1899,

(Abuve) A skittish cote from the Pablo herd that died enroute to Canada,
(Below) The baffalo herd at Rocky Monntain Park (nom BanfT), Alberta.

By 1906 the Montana herd, num-
bering about BOO head, was the
larges! in North America. However,
Ihey were¢ roaming the Flalhead
Indian Reservation, and when the
United States governmenl decided Lo
open the reservation Lo setllement,
Fablo was forced to sell or move his
herd, Pablo offered the buffalo to the
United States government, but his
offer was rejected. Pablo then applied
o Canada for mountain builalo range
in Alberta

Al this point four Canadians
entered the picture and became
instrumental in refurning the
Manitoba herd 1o Canada. They were
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come down for a wild buffalo hunt. Local citizens
0 upset with this plan that they had the U.S.
#llies declare the animals protected. Eventually,
2. all the animals were destroyed by indiscrimi:
iy,
w that Canada had acquired a buffalo herd, man-
=il problems began to surface, Previously, buffalo
bedd only those ilinesses traditional to wildlife, but
they began to contract domestic diseases such as
mous and brucellosis. In addition, local ranchers
e the bullalo utilizing cattle rangetands.
=pite these difficulties, however, within two years
M ibe last animal arrived, the herd had doubled. Park
mers did not react to the obvious problems that
eloping bul Instead accepted a further increase
¢ herd. Soon he buffalo exceeded 5000 In nwmber
* limited size of the grazing lands made it imposst-
maintain a level of adequate natural forage. To
e this problem, 1000 acres of farmland were cultl-
1 grow oats and hay for feed,
By 1921, aboul 9,000 animals were contained within
ited areas of the park and overgrazing had all but
wyed any natural regeneration. To ease this prob-
21HK) buffalo & year were being slaughtered. Despite
B the population steadily Increased. In 1925, there
10,000 buffalo in Wainwright Bullaio Park and the
conditlons began affecting their health. The only
nn was to greatly reduce the number through
Mesale slaughter, but political and public opposition
not agree to this plan,
~To the north, bordering Alberta and the Northwest
=ories, lay Wood Buffalo Park, 10,000 square miles of
55 and the home of aboul 1,500 wood buffalo.
ans complained that this large area was devoled
0 lew animals, The land was already a park, requir-
w0 further protection designation, and could accom-
Belate & much larger buffalo population, A decision was
e to start transferring a selected number of the more
animals to Wood Bulfalo Park.
This proposal was strongly condemned by experts in
e managemend all uvver North America The consen-
was thal eventually interbreeding between the wood
plains buffalo would endanger the purity of each
cics. These concerns fell on deal bureancratic ears,
er, and the plan was pul soon into action
On June 15, 1925, the first trainload of bulfalo leflt
wright bound lor Waterways, the end of steel. Here,
m special barges were loaded and moved downstream
miles along the Alhabasea and Slave rivers. At a
I called Hay Camgp, on the Slave River south of Forl
. they were released. This operation was repeated
‘more times thal same summer,
Daring the selection of animals 10 be translerred, the
srculosis test was not taken on the assumption thal
older animals were susceptible to the disease. This
mption proved wrong and soon both the plains and
buffalo were heavily infected with tuberculosis.
han estimated 8,000 buffalo now sharing the same
age and Interbreeding, the herd became a hybrid stock
Jseased animals.
Many of the Wainwright bulfalo did not like the area

where they were dropped off on the Slave River and
immediately started migrating soulh, crossing the Peace
River to the rich delta lands of the Peace and Athabasca.
To protect these 400 animals, the park boundary was
extended for another 7,300 square miles. Soon after, the
17,300 square miles became known as Wood Bulfalo
Natlonal Park. Alter 1D years in their new environment,
the more than 6,000 animals transferred to Wood Buffalo
had Increased to a population of aver 12,000. In the
meantime, Wainwright Park was maintaining a population
of about 7,000 animals by slaughtering at least 2,000 each
year. Most of these animals were in poor condition and
about haif were found Lo be tubercular. Finally a decision
was made o exterminate the entire Walnwright herd,
and in the winter of 193940, all were killed, Including
some elk, deer, and moose that had resided in the park.

in Wood Buffalo National Park, meanwhile, disease
continued to take its toll. Tuberculosis remains
unchecked; brucellosls was discovered in 1940 and
Anthrax broke out in the 1960s. Anthrax Is so ancient
that Moses was accused of giving It to the Egyptians, and
in the 18th and 19th centuries it was a widespread cause
ol death for man and beast in Europe.

The Aathrax spore remains n the soll for hundreds
of years, but during an outbreak can kill a buffalo within
seven days. A system of vaccination was intreduced to
control the spread, but It was expensive and had limlted
effectiveness, so It was discontinyed.

In 1957, an astonishing discovery was made in the
northwest section of Wood Buffalo National Park. When
an isolated herd of 200 buffalo were sighled, five of them
were captured and flown to Ottawa for study, There, sci-
entists conchuded that they were indeed the last of the
purebred wood buffalo. To ensure the preservation of
this herd, 18 animals were trapped and transferred to a
remote area on the west side of Great Slave Lake. Today
this small nucleus has grown to over 2,000 animals, a
herd considered Lo be free of tuberculous and brucel-
losis. Another 47 were captured, and alter testing and
quarantine, 24 were moved to Elk Island and placed in an
isolanion area: By 1868 (he numbers had doobled and 1o
ensure the herd's survival, some of the animals were
relocated into other wilderness areas. The first release
was made in the Snake River Valley in Jasper National
Park. As soon as they were released, however, they
migrated north to Grand Cache, Some were recaptured,
but the fate of the rest is unknown,

Four more transiers have taken place under this
recovery program, but without & great measure of suc-
cess. In June, 1980, a small herd was transferred to the
Nahannl region, Northwest Territories, In February, 1984,
34 animals were moved Lo Walterhen, Manitoba, and at
the same time 29 animals were transferred to the
Hay/Zama lakes reglon of Alberta. Lastly, in March, 1986,
another 34 buffalo were moved to the Nisling River in the
Yukon,

Although these eflorts Lo establish new herds of the
wood buffalo in the wild have not mel the expectations of
the Canadian Wildlife Service biologists, the animals have
now been downgraded to threatened on the endangered
species list, L
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In the popular imagination, the men of the North West
Mounted Police enjoy legendary status: resourceful, high-
minded and ever ready fo take on the lawless with solitary
couirage. Shocking at it may seem, however, the early out-
posts of the NWMP were unhealthy places by any reason-
able modern standards.

Mounted Police (NWMFP) reparied to his commanding officer that the 50
men of “B" Division were making good progress on the construction of a
Cypress Hills garrison. From all accounts, the slie they had chosen appeared
to be an important one. Situated in what is loday southwestern
Saskalchewan, their new garrison was in an ideal position to suppress \he
illegal whiskey trade that merchants from Montana were conducting on the
Canadian plains. This trade had been galitg on more than & quarler century
and the Cypress Hills now held the questionable honour of being one of the
mnsi fawkess reglons on the North American frontier. The lraders calied 1L
"Whoop-Up Country” and used 1o brag thal “a man’s life was worth a horse,
and a horse was worll & pinl of whiskey.” Just two years prior to the arrival
of Walsh and his men, a group of Montana lrontiersmen had accused a small
trite of Assiniboines of steallng their horses, and after a heavy drinking
spree, murdered more than 20 of them In a gundight
The NWMP numed (helr new Cypress Hills garrison Fort Walsh, in horn-
our ol its commanding officer, and from the siart, || was a bastion of law and
order, Withiln a matter of a lew months, Forl Walsh was instrumental in sup-
pressing the whisky trade and In regaining Canadian sovereignly over an
area that had fell the threat of American annexation for decades. Although
the garrison was Initially established as a small outpost on the froatler,
American and Canadian entreprencurs soon took advantage of the stabliity
the NWMP brought to the region and began bullding a town beside the fort.
The civilian commumity quickly developed into one of the largest centres of
the period on the Canadian plains. I8 vearlong population numbered more
than 200, and during the trading season, would) swell to over 2,000,
The NWMP chose Ballle Creek Coulee as the site of the Cypress Hills
garrison. This large valley oy in the middle of their patrol district, an area o
some 19,000 square miles. Unfortunately, the coulee gets more than [ts share

il'i late August, 1875, Supt. James Morrow Walsh of the North Wes!

MOTE: Wily Font Wolh i located # Saxkotvhoipan, aol Al i [ - ficing r'll'.-"-ﬂ"'fl" Wes)
Moanterd Frlis ssrp probably g fo faer focts fowaglingr Ay Simee this cignier o abuul ifis beath
protdan faced by e enrfy recrwie pof o Foer Wiy (sl 7 @ oousidersd spprymiiie for T bood
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{Abape) Sick parade was part of the
tally roatine af Fart Walsh. Oftan the
enlisted men foked sickness (n order
o dw declared uniit for the day's
duties, Il was part of the surgeon s
responsibilities to try and separate
sincht cases from legitimate complaints.
{Upposite page) Maj, Jomes Morrow
Waish, founder of Fort Walak and war-
den ooer Sitting Bull's Sionx when they
were foreced inlo Canade,

(Lt ) NWMP offfcers al Meeir new head
grarters in Fort Walsh, [8378, Colowel
Macleod, then the new commissioner
of the force, is seated in the chair In
the middie.
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of bad weather and the site could not have been a worst
choice as far as the health of the NWMP was concerned.
Far long periods in the summer, the coulee could be
quite damp, while In winter it usually received more than
Its fair share of heavy snowfalls, When these environmen.
tal factors were coupled with the inadequate houslng Lhe
NWMP faced, lhey tended Lo agioravate heallh problems
among the ranks.

Although the NWMP had limited access Lo skilled
labour and bullding materials, they could have used
more sophisticated construction methods when bullding
their garrison, Bul for some reason they were reluctant
to consider anything except the simplest building tech-
niques. For example, all thelr structures were single-
story, log buildings. This fealure in Itself was not a draw-
back, indeed, log bulldings can be made guite comfort-
able. Bul the NWMP chose (o sel their bulldings directly
on the ground surface without the beneilt ol ralsed loun-
dations, which tended to make the lloors excessivaly
damp. In mosl Instances, they did nol even level the
building sites. and as a result, It was not uncommon for
Some structures to slope as much as two leet, from end
toend.

Their methods of roof construction were not any
better. The roofs of residential bufldings and workshops
consisted of split poles covered with an elight- Lo 124nch
layer of clay insulation, the surface ol which was protect-
ed by a row of planks. Although this arrangement worked
reasonably well al keeping the building interiors warm, |1
did little to keep [he rain oul. The men used Lo complain
that a day ol rain outside, meant another day of raln
inside. Only the storehouses were glven mare expensive
shingled roofs. The NWMP apparently justified the extra
cost ol the shingles on the grounds that the stores would
be kept dry and there would be less waste from spoilage.

Leaking roofs and damp foundations quickly began
to take their toll on heallh and morale. Rheumatism,
colds, respiratory diseases and other related side effecis
soan had the enlisted men reparting to the physiclan, At
times their number would amount to almost 25 percen|
ol the garrison and would seriously llmii the cffective-
ness of the police force in the performance of Its day-to-
day duties.

Al first the assistan! surgeon, Dr. Richard Nevitt,
dealt with the situation by establishing a tent hospital
autsides the walls of the post. By today's standards a
tent hospital would not be very desirable, but for the
NWMP the move represented one of the latest develop-
ments in aineteenth century medicine. Tent field hospi-
tals had been first used only 15 years previously during
the American Civil War, Field surgeons had found that
the treatment of sick and wounded under canvas had
many advantages over more permanent quarters. The
patients recovered more quickly and were less suscepth-
ble 1o secondary infection, largely because of better ven-
tilation and sanitation. The canvas hospital also provided
the palice with the added advantage of being able to
quarantine the sick, another important consideration for
the nineteenth century physician.

Within a year of 15 construction, news began o
reach Fort Walsh concerning the defeat of General Custer
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and the U5, Seventh Cavalry at the battie of the Little Big
Horn. Fearing reprisals by the American government,
Sitting Bull and an estimated 4,000 Sioux followers fled
across the border onto the southern Canadian plalns.
The NWMF maved quickly to control the potentially
volatile sltustlon they saw developing. They began by
transferring an extra division ol men from one of their
northern districls to Fort Walsh. A few months Jaler, they
also moved police headquarters Lthere so Lhal senior offi-
cers would be able to watch the movements of the Sloux
more closely.

These changes doubled the strength of the Fort
Walsh garrison to 110 enlisted men and officers. They
ilso severely constrained the already limited facillties
available at the fort, particularly in the enlisted men's
barracks where the space allotinent averaged just 200
cubic leet per man. Leading British medical journals at
the time felt that a healthy garrison required at least
three times thal amount of space. Unfortunately, the
enlisted men had no choice bul to use these cramped
quarters Jor all household activities. Not anly were Lhe
barracks (heir main sleeping area, bul they also lunc-
tioned as a dining room, washroom, and recreation hall
During the winter months when the weather confined the
men [o their barracks tor several days at a tme, (he
restrictive accommodation took s heaviest toll on
health and morale, The close quarlers became an ideal
breeding ground for disease and general dissatisfaction
damong the rank and file

Before long the NWMP's displeasure with their envl-
romment — and everything else lor that matter — soon
found expression in an excessive consamption ol aleo-
hal. 1 ks ralher ironic that the men chesen to enforce the
liquor laws in the North-Wesl Territories should find
themselves breaking the same laws. After their initlal suc-
ce55 in curtailing the Montana whisky trade, the NWMP
soon developed ingenious methods lor obtaining thelr
own supplies ol liquor, Prohibition allowed residents of
the North-West Terrllories to import, on an annual basis,
a gallon of liqguor “for medicinal purposes.” if several
members of the garrison put their llguor permits togetls
er, a single shipment of "medicinal” liquor went a long
way In keeping all the boys in the barracks happy lor
sometime In the periods between shipments, the police
simply turned to the patent medicines that were being
sold by the traders in Lthe local Lown,

Patent medicines were the wonder drugs of the nine-
teenth century. Their promoters claimed they had the
magic ingredients that cured any variety of therapewtic
ills. Although their contents often changed from one
bateh to the pext (unbeknown to the customer), patent
medicines atmost inevitably Incladed a high narcotic —
oplum was still a legal substance — or alcohalic content.
Patent medicines were markeled much like overthe-
counter drugs are Woday; they could be purchased almost
anywhere and without the consent of a physiclan. More
importanily for the NWMP, patent medicines were also
cheap. In this remote part of the frontier, a bottle of qual-
ity "medicinal” liguor could cost an enlisted man a full
week's pay or more. Bul a patent medicine, which con-
tained a higher alcohol rontent than beer or wine, would




sell for the equivalent of only a day's salary. Almos!
every social event in the Cypress Hills saw “F. Brown's
Essence of Jamaica Cinger” or “Perry Davis Pain Killer”
l=ing freely consumed by the NWMP,

Senior ollicers, of course, did not condone such
tehaviour bul found thal there was ittle they could do to
slap I Officially, the orders were quite clear: il an enlist-
el man was found drunk off duty he would be Tined $3 —
aboul three or lour day's pay — and douhle that il found
trunk while on duty, But when the entire garrison wenl
on a drinking spree, as it sametimes did, the officers
were alimost powerless 1o stop it Unoflicially, ey recog-
mzed thal the men needed some way of relieving day-to-
fay tensions by Uving in cramped guarters with linited
recreational outlets. As long as there was no violence
and the men stayed oul of sight of the townspeople, the
wdficers usually turned a blind eye to the drinking,

It ts no wonder then that a large part ol the physs
rian's responsibiiities over the next several years were
tirected al lessening the crowded living conditions. The
NWMP used his reports to fustify expanding the fort,
Poth in an effort to augmenl the existing facilities as well
#s |0 meel the changes occasioned by its new role as
palice headquariers, Although most of these reports
were met with scepticism by the government's reasury
department, the NWMP were eventually allowed 1o add a
wiess hall and library, and fo expand Lheir barracks,
Unlortunately, however, the police saw little relationship
between the inadequate housing and Its cost on health

and morale, since many of the new struetures were buill
in the same fashion as the original buildings.

As might be expected given such rustic conditions,
physical disorders among personnel persisted and Fort
Walsh started to develop guite a reputation as an
unhealthy place to live. The main villain affecting the
health of the NWMP was a virus known locally as "moun.
tain fever.” Today we understand thal 1l is spread by
wood ticks, but for the NWMP its origing were a complete
mystery, The fever appeared with depressing regularity
earh summer and remained until the onset of cold weath-
er i e late fall. In the worst stages, the symtoms were
similar lo lyphaid and Lhe sulierer ran the risk of a very
prolonged and painful death.

But the fever was seldom [ata) if properly treated in
the early stages. Only one serving member of the foree,
Const, Alfred Tonkin, succumbed to It in the eight years
that the pos! existed. It did, however, cause numerous
deaths among the local townspeople who had less access
to medical ald than the NWMF. In one outbreak William
Walsh, nephew of Superintendent Walsh and an ex-mem-
ber of the lorce lving In town, and Fred Clarke, the man
ager of the local trading store, both died ol it. The death
rate among the Metis and Indians was even higher, espe-
clally among their young and old.

fronically, Louis Pasteur had already published his
findings on bacteria, but the medical prolession — par-
ticularly In faraway outposts like Fart Walsh — was slow
to adopt his findings, Most practitioners still held two

Jmdeguate housing was a constant source of health problems for all ranks at Fort Walsh, During the summer months,

the Mounties actuatly preferved living in tents over their barracks rooms.
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(Right) Cheap patent medicines with
high alcohol or norcotie content inere
popalar drimka with the endisted men af
Fort Walsh. Somee of the more comgmos
trards incleded (Tram left o right):
Ayer's Sursupariiia, F. Brown's Easence
of Jamaica Ginger, and Stanton's Pain
Redief.

(Below) A native of Athens, Georgia, Dr.
Richard B. Newiti came to Canada fo os-
cape e Amerfcan Ciedf War. After truin.
ing at Trindty Medival School ln Toronio,
he enltigted with the Mounties as an assis-
tani surgeon for 31,000 anawally.
(Bottam) Br. Richard Neoit! In o Tovaprital
femt,




fAbove) Exterior view of NOO's barrocks, Fort Walsh, in 1990. This bailding,
with its sod roof, is the most authentically recomstructed building in the fort
SRight) The cramped interior of the NCO's barracks.

fBolow) A view of Fort Welsh from aboul haelfway o Farwell's Post in 1990
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basic assumptions about how diseases originated. The
first recognized that some diseases, like smallpox and
plague, were capable ol spreading from one person to
the next, not by an organism, but rather as a general
emanation from an affected body. Many other ilinesses,
such as malarla, were recognized as endemic lo partiew-
lar climates or areas, They were thought 1o be miasmatic
in origin — that Is, the resull of impurities in the air. It
was often held that the two lorms were interrelated
because general contagion migh) build to dangerous lev-
els with even healihy bodies 1l suflicien! numbers were
crowded together without proper ventilation.

In keeping with this philosophy, the Forl Walsh
physicians regularly attempled lo clean the barracks of
their “bad air.” Al the first onset of good weather, the
men would be moved outslde into tents. Sometimes they
camped just outside the maln gale, other fimes they
would be moved as much as two or three miles away (o a
nelghbouring coulee where a fresh supply of drinking
waler could be guaranteed,

While the men were under canvas, the barracks’
Nloors would be raised, the ground allowed to dry, and
the Moor replaced with new boards. Usually the roofs
were also repaired or completely rebuitt. Every attempt
was also made to introduce proper ventilation to the bar-
racks by Installing windows in the back walls. Al one
point, they even relocated the north palisade 1o allow a
better circulation around the fort compound,

The rooms were also fumigated with burning sulphur
and the walls whitewashed with a new coating of white
clay. Although the burning sulphur probably had little
effect on the quality of the air, It at least killed the wood
ticks. However, the resulls were short lived. As soon as
new firewood was brought back into the barracks, the
Insects would be reintroduced and the problem started
all over again. The fact that the men slept on straw mal-
tresses and used buffalo robes [or bedding did not allevi.
ate the situation, Both items were ideal breeding environ-
menls lor insecl pests

Because of thelr concern with "bad alr” and cleanli-
iess, the Foit Walsh physicians were constantly on the
lookout for Infractions thal might lead to the spread of
-slekmess. It was not unnsual for the surgeon o call for a
routine Inspection ol the post. The results of these
Inspections, as recorded In archival documents, reveal
something of the blase attitude the men had towards
their own sanitation. In one such inspection the physi-
cian was appalled at the personal hygiene of the enlisted
men and “found the necessity to strongly recommend
some of the members ol the troop, lo wash themselves
all over al least once a week with plenty of soap and
water,” In another instance, Surgeon Killson traced an
outbreak of slckness al the post 1o a "noxious cesspool”
that was lound “in a blind alley. . .where the sergeants’
mess cook was in the habit of throwing slops, vegetable
garbage, etc. The first victims of the fever were the
sergeants’ mess walter and an E' Division man In the
adjoining bullding, who complained that a bad smell
came [rom beneath the foor in the corner where his
bunk stood.”

Despite the hest efforts of the physicians, il health
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coptinued to torment the rank and file throughout the
full eight years that Fort Walsh existed. Perhaps then it
was only natural that, In thelr Irustration to find the
source for the illness, the physiclans began to look lor
causes “outside” the police lorce. In one medical repor!
Dr. Kennedy traced an outbreak of mountain fever at Forl
Walsh to a member of the NWMP who had returned to
the post alter a three month furlough, In another repori,
the health record seems Lo have Improved slightly, bul
Dr. Kennedy attributed thelr good forfune to improve-
ments he had enacted in the local lowt. Apparently, he
had visited the town in the early spring and had com-
pelled the civilians “to remove and burn all refuse matter
and offal which had collected around their premises. . . ."

This, of course, does not mean that the police
ignored their own infractions with regard to sanitary
practices but It does seem that, wherever possible, the
NWMP were quick to explain some ol thelr problems in
terms thal clearly lmplicaled outside sources, In exam-
ples where health problems of the foree are mentioned,
these are almost always contrasted Lo siluations ovtside
the post in the local frontier community. Inevitable the
discussion implies that, although the NWMF's health may
not be good, the situation was far worse in the civilian
communities where dirt, filth, and pollution were thought
to be far more prevalent,

This “metaphoric” use for disease by the NWMP
becomes all the more noticeable in their atlempt to
explain the exceedingly rapid spread ol venereal disease
among the ranks. The physician's official reporls to
Parliamen! openly recognized that syphills had probably
caused the force "more trouble, vexation, and loss ol
time than any other disease.” The oulbreak was not
attributed to the moral conduct of the men but instead,
Lo heir contact with local [rontier groups. *. . A leature
in the medical history of the past year," he wrote, “is the
introduction of syphilis among the men. . . . It was
begught over from the other side of the line (the Interna-
tional border) by the Cree and Assiniboine camps on
their return hiere a year ago.”

Other unofficial accounts, however, such as this
report by an ex-nember ol the loree published In the
Manitoba Daily Free Press, conlradicl the surgeon’s
assessment ol the origing of the disease:

“Now, | know a chap out there who's very bad with
the loathsome disease. The doctor reported against him
but he was sworn In all the same. There's a lot of them
like that in the force, and they spread disease among (he
Indians. Nothing of the sort was known here befare the
advent of the Mounted Police. | know one man against
whose swearing in Doctor Kennedy sent a strong protest,
saying that he was totally unfit for duty, He was very far
gone with a similar disease, bul he was sworn in, and
when [ lefl was acting as cook at Fort Walsh.™

Whether civillan sources really were a significant
source for the poor health record alfecting the NWMP
cannol be objectively assessed from the availabte
recards. Minimally, it would appear that whatever infrac-
lions could be attributed to the frontier were also com-
mon within the police foree. Whal is impaortant, however,
is that the NWMP at least perceived a direct relationship



Am artist's reconstruction of one of the Fort Walsh hospitai

wards,

between the townspeople and the [ith that was funda-

‘mental to Ihe sicknesses alfecting the foree. The implica-

lion underiying this analegy is quite clear: Fort Walsh
was unhealthy because of the dirt and lilth with which
members of the force came into contact, and it was the
frontlersmen and natives who carried the “dirt.” By

extension, the frontiersmen were also considered "dirty,”
© bul not so much In the physical sense as the social. In
other words, diseases and sickness seems to have been

used by the paolice to draw secial distinctions between
themselves and the outside Irontier community,

By 1881 the health situatlon at Fort Walsh had deteri-
orated Lo the point thal the NWMP had decided Lo bulld
themselves a new hospital. For Lhe lasl three vears they
had been using a section of the superintendent’s resi-
dence bul it was far too small and soffered from many of
thic sae problenss as auy ollwr residential building, The

new strocture the NWMP built for themselves was local-

ed outside the main fort compound, at the ford which
crossed Spring Creek 1o the lownesite. By isolating the
hospital between the lort and the town, the police were

-able to quarantine serious cases from both communities.

It dlso meant that civilians would be able to use the lacili-
Iy without entering the garrison or being Involved with
members of the force, except perhaps those who had
already been admitted under the care ol the physician.

Constructed over a two month period in late 1881 at
a cost of 250, the hospital was often described as a
“cheerful, airy and commodious” huilding, It was a three-
roomed structure that measured about 40 feel by 15 feet,
making it one of the largest bulidings at Fort Walsh. Two
of the rooms were probably used as wards and the third
as an office or examining area. A much smaller 12 oot by
10 ool annex was attached to the back of the structure
and served as the steward's room and kilchen.

Whether or nol the new hospital might have been a
spccess will never be known because 1he NWMP's use ol

the building was short lived. Only elght months after 15
construction, governmen! officials decided to abandon
Fort Walsh. They were going to leave their health prob-
lems behind and starl over again. The garrison was lo be
reduced In size, a move which would help to alleviate
some of the problems associated with overcrowding.
Headquarters stalf were removed to Regina — which had
just become the territorial capital. The remainder of the
garrison was divided between Maple Creek and Medicine
Hat, two new lowns that bad been bullt In response to
the newly constructed Canadian Pacifle Rallway.

From the start, the NWMP had always considered
Fort Walsh important enough o have its own medical
facility. It must be remembered that this was an era when
most western communiiles seldom had access to a physi-
cian ket alone a complete hospital. When one considers
lhat the police usually had to forgo many of the niceties
that nineteenth century life normally offered, the medical
facility at Fort Walsh provided an interesting contrast to
thie harsh realities of lrontler le,

It is inleresting (o speculate whal might have hap-
pened to the NWMP if the facility was nol avallable to
them, No doubl thelr health problems would have been
maore drastic and their performance as a law enforcement
agency mighl have been seriously affected. However, one
can nol help but think that the facility should not have
been necessary Il the police were willing to pay more
attention to their own basic needs, particularly in the
area of housing, Il the NWMF had been less stole about
their accommodation and prepared proper places in
which to live, their health problems would not have been
nearly ag catastrophic. On the same note, if the paolice
had been less willing to blame thelr poor health record
on other people, they might have been able to identity
some of the sources behind their problems, At any rate, a
study of the Fort Walsh medical facility provides a rare
perspective on the day-lo-day lives of those serving in
this remote carner of Canadian civilization. It also offers
some uniue and Infrigning glimpses into the lormative
vears of modern medicine.
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JERRY POTTS

FRONTIER SCOUT

Equally at home in the composed council teepees of the
Blackfoot Indians or the whiskysoaked, scurrilous saloons
of the white man's frontier towns, Potis could track like a
bloodhound, fight like an Indian, swear like a trooper, shoot
like a hired gunslinger, and drink like the proverbial fish.
He was in reality one of those independent, laconic and
disturbingly mysterious men of the all too often stereotyped
hero of a western novel or Hollywood movie, He
was the classic loner.

E has been described as the greatest scout and guide of the old West,

H one without equal on either the Canadian or American plains.

Although accurate, this description does not entirely depict a man who

wiss e of the most important and colourlu! chiaracters of the Canadian north-
wesl during s lnlancy of setement In the last decades of the 19th cenlury

Yei he is not as lamous as mast of his contemporaries. Kit Carson led
expedilions through the uncharted wilderness of Nevada and Callfornia, but
he never did it In & binding snowstorm. Thils man did. Wild Bill Hickok could
pull his six-gun and shoot the centre of a siiver dollar thrown in the air, but
he never trimmed his moustache with bullets: This man did. Bullalo Bill Cody
had a Wild West show flled with "wild™ Indians like Sitting Bull, but he never
lknew the great Sioux chief when he was really wild. This man did,

Jeremiah Poits, Kyi Yo Kos (Bear Child), was born ol Fart Mackenzic, on
he upper Missourl River In Montana, about 1840, His Scoltish [ather, Andrew
R Potls, was a clerk with the American Fur Company (AFC); his mother,
Namo-plsi (Crooked Back) was a young Blood Indian.

Unfortunately, Jerry never had much opportunity to get to konow his
lather. When Jerry was two years old, & surly Pelgan named One-Eye mur-
dered his dad, mistaking him for another white upon whom he wanted
revenge Andrew Polts had always treated the Indians with kindness and in
lairness, and the other Indians, enraged by the senseless killing, executed
One-Eve.

Now alone, Crooked Back took up with Alexander Harvey, a man with a
samewhat distasteful reputation, who reluctantly accepted Jerry as his “son.”
Harvey was Indeed a charmer, On one occasion when a Blacklool stole & plg
from the fort, Harvey pursued the Indian and shot him in the leg. He then
stralled up to the wounded man, passed him a pipe and Invited him (o have a
smoke, Harvey then coolly blew the man's brains out

On another occasion, a black slave belonging to Harvey's friend Francis
Chadron, who was then In command of the forl, was killed by Indians.
Although they were uncertaln who had committed (he murder, Chadron and
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WA bhope) “Crossing the Dirt Hiila," =
Cpuinting of the march of the NWMP o
“Fort Macleod in 1874, The artisl was
lesirl Jullen, who accompanied the
erpedition and mode seceral skelehos
e the hardships they endured.
alt) Alfred Hamilton. In 1869 he and
Muhn Healy buill Fort Hamilton, o
avhisky troding post, af the junction of
Shve S1. Mary and Belly (now Ofdman)
rivers. When they left for Forl Benlon
e the summer of 1870, the post was
‘burned to the ground. One account
mays [ wes destroyed accidentally,
Ladiile o second says it was deliberate-
My buraed by Indians.

WRight) The LG. Baker gomeral slore fn
Fart Beaion, Mentana, Jerry Polls was
working for this firm when he was
Cwlffered to the NWHP as o scoul when
dhey straggled (nta town Nred in 1874,
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Harvey devised a treacherous scheme against the
Blackiootl, Concealing a cannan among trade goods, Uhey
walted for the Indlans to approach. Fortunately, the
Indians became suspicious, and Harvey was lorced to fire
into a much smaller crowd than he had hoped, killmg
only three

The result of this devious attack had long lasting
eflect, The Blackfool became hostile and their incessan
attacks throughott the summer forced the traders to
abandon Fort Mackenzie, which was then burned 1o the
grountl. Harvey left the upper Missour| in 1345 and young
Jerry was without a “father™ yel again.

The lallowing year the AFC bullt a new lort near
where Fort Mackenzie had stood. This new posl,
named Fort Louis, soon came to be known as Fort
Benton. To this newest fort came the newest man-
ager of the AFC's frontier posts — Andrew
Dawson, an educated and gentle Scolsman. After
Harvey's departure from the nmthwesl, Jerry Polis
had remained with Lhe traders as an orphan ward,
moving with the men [rom post Lo post
Dawson adopted young Potts and cared [or
him as i he were his own son, As Polts
grew through boyhood the kindly
Scotsman taught him all the values he
had not learned from Harvey,

It is not clear where Polt's moth- 4
er was at Lhis time, but Crooked §
Back had probably returned to her
people very soon after she realized
just how evil a man Harvey was,
Under Dawson's patient and
instructive care Polis received a
semblance ol education and, more
importantly, learned the ins and
outs of the lur trade business and |
the ways of the lrontier. He
became wellversed in the ways of
both whites and lidians. In his trav-
els with his foster father he learned
lo speak several Indlan languages
which Included, besides his native
Blackioot, Cree, Sioox and Crow.

By 1850 Polts had rejoined his
mother's peaple In southern Allerta,
Just north of the US-Canada border.
He spent the next several years among
the Blackfoot leamning their ways and
showing that he was very much an
Indian. As he lived and travelled with
the Bloods he became proficient with
bow and arrow and a crack shot with
a rifle, He also became an excellent
tracker and honed 1o perlection
what In later years would prove to
be an almost supernatural sense of
direction,

As he grew into manhood Fotis
became very religious in Blackfoo!
ways and steadfasily loyal to their
customs  and  Lraditions,
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Although he belonged Lo two races his first allegiance
was to the Indinns and he would alwavs show a prefer-
ence ta their way of lile. However, Potls discovered thal
there were some ways of the white man also worthy of
attenfion, and he enthusiastically adopted many of the
raucous and carefree ways of the unbridied Irontier,
Betwesn the sedaled, sagacious counell tegpees of Lhe
Blackiool and the raw, wild trading posts of the whites,
Polts tearned the best and worst of both worlds,
At Fort Bertan he was schooled In the rough and
ready ways of the lawless frontier, soon acquiring both
the skills and the vices ol the frontisrsmen. He grew
fond of gambling and downright religious aboul
drinking. Sometimes, alter fortifying them-
selves with whisky, Potis and his friend

Gearge Star would step into the streel and

“Irim each other's moustache” with lead,
They performed this “trick™ many times and
despite their imebriated condition nelther man
was sver touched by a bulle

in 1860, when Potls was 20 years oid,
he got in a guarrel with a French
Canadian named Antoine Primeaw.

Primeau learned (oo late that the

unimposing Potts was not to be

fooled willl Alter (he smoke cleared
from the one-on-one doel, Primeau

. was dead. This gunfight established
Potts reputation as a fighter among
the tough Irontiersmen ol the
upper Missour] country and few

men would rile him, especially

when he was drinking.
When the AFC folded in 1864,
after 40 years of gperation, Polls
realized his davs of lur trading and
prospeciing were over. He settied
down with the Peigans on the Marias
River, aboui 50 miles northwest of Fort

Benton, taking an |8year<old Crow girl as his
bride. During the next several years Polls
garned a reputation as a warrior amang the
Pedgans and Bleods. In two separale encoun-
ters with hostlle Indlans, Potls kllled seven
warriors single-handedly. ln another, he rned
Lhe tide of a battle against Assiniboine and
Gros Ventre by killing a large number of the
enemy. Soon he was asked 1o sil in on tribal
councils where his advice and opinions were of
importance to the band. Before long he
became a sub-chiel among the Peigans and

had his own small band of eight or nin
y ) lodges oo the Marias River.

By this fime most of the Indians a
northern Montana and southern Alberta
Tortilied with lirewater, were maki
inrelenting and merciless war on ong
another. The situation was so bad |

Jerry Potts: sconl; guide, fnt
preter and gensral hellvai
with the |



BE that the LS. Army moved into the area in an
anpl 1o stop the Hlegal trade In guns and whisky.
flein a year they had considerable curtailed the Hlicit
¢ zoulh ol the border. Unfortunately, the whisky
thers simply moves] across the boundary line where
army had no jurisdiction.
- They came first in wagons, parking on the open
pains and waiting for the Indians to come to them. Al
"1 they traded their wares over an open tailgate, bul
won lound) that a drurken Indian refused more whisky

Beame very dangerows, even deadly, nthese early days

than one trader was found dead heside his looted

g In 1869 the traders began to build forts.

The lirst one lo go up was al the stralegic confluence
the Belly and 5t Mary's rivers. Il was bullt by two
itanians, John Healy and AB. Hamillon. Consisting of
emib-circle of erude log huts connected by a llimsy
et fence, Fart Hamilton was nol much of an improve-
el over an open lallgate ol a wagon, and Indians

weedd it 1o the ground shortly after Il openedl,

- Undeterred, Healy and Hamiiton rebuilt It with heavy
stangular logs. Two bastions, each armed with a brass
pen, were erecled on disgonal corners, Such an ambi-
s and llustrious a forl as Whoop-Up, as Fort Hamilton

e 1o be called, needed Lhe services ol an accom-
hed and competent guide and hunter. By this time
18" reputation was known far and wide in the north-
=1, and in 1868 he was hired to work at the whisky

Al Fort Whoop-Up Polts was kepl busy supplying
ssh meal for the 30 or more traders thal came and
. Daily he watched the Indians come (o the fort with

st plies ol buffalo hides and shove them through the

chets lor thedr rade poods, In exchange the Blackiool
reived fobacco, sall, sugar, flour, tea, axes, knives,

g, callco and trinkéts such as wire, beads, and sil-
ornaments. They also received repeating rifles and
ater. These last two were (o prove a deadly combi

-

Firewater; a vile concoction, was a foul and often

i} brew Lhal the traders passed olf as whisky, The sla-

P recipe called for a quart of watered whisky, a pound

chewing tobaceo, a handful of red pepper, a bottle of

ca wioger, and either a quart of blackstrap molasses

- red [nk 1o give the desired colour for either rmm or

fisky. This brew was poured into a large pot and heat-

3 (0 make |t potent, The impact ol this poison had on

Inddiams was harrendous,

Firewater was destroying the Blackioot as a people,

Flng once prowd and fearless warriors into a race of

ilsky-sodden, skulking begyars, The country became
pesale for any man, red or white, and they all ldiled each

or with mutual malice. During the winter ol 1871-72,

ar 701 Bloods were killed in drunken lights by their

relatives.

Potts was never one 1o do things by halves — naot

whien It came to marriage. When his first wile. Mary,

=0 him to return to his people, he married two sisters;
witber Woman and Spotted Killer. When they died dur-
Ihe 1868-T0 smallpox epidemic, he married another
woman named Long Time Lying Down. Though

maost of his many children died at an early age, al least
two sons, Joe and Charlie, survived. Their descendants in
southern Alberta and Montana carry on the proud blood
lines of the formidable little frontiersmain.

in (e spring of 1872 Polts’ mother and hall-brother
were brulally murdered by an Indian named Good Young
Marn. Il was several mosths Lelore Potls heard ol the
killing. For two months, in the calculating way of the
indian, he brooded and planned his revenge. One day
Fotts spotted Good Young Man and another ndian riding
on a single horse near Fart Pitt. Getting his rille, he set off
in pursuit. Good Young Man spotted Potts and spurred
the: horse on, but the overburdened mount was no match
for a lone rider. Potts soon overtook them and killed his
molher's murderer,

Shortly alter this lncident Patts quit the whisky forts
and returned 1o Montana. Disgusted by the havoc the
traders and their lirewater were having on his people. he
never warked for them again

Meanwhile, word of the whisky traders and their evil
ways wis [lllering back to eastern Canada and action was
demanded. Unlortunately, as pollticians argued and pro-
crastinated, rough and lawless men continued thelr
unchecked ways on the plains of the wesl. The decision
1o establish a police [orce had already been made when
the Cypress Hills massacre occurred on June 1, 1873, but
it gave impetus to its formation. By that October parlia-
ment had passed the bill authorizing the formation of the
North West Mounted Police (NWMP), However, it was
not untll June 6, 1874, (hat the force was ready to head
west on its historic march.

Heading up the NWMP was LiCol. George French,
with Col. James Macleod his second-in-command
Throughoul Lhe winier months of 1873-74, French and
Macleod recruited and trained 300 men who would take
the Queen's law to the western plains and Impose it on
whiles and Indians alike.

From Toronto 1o Dulferin in Manitoba the fravel was
easy. most ol It being done on American railroads. The
B(-mile march from Manitoba to Whoop-Up, however,
which began on July 8, was much more dithicult. The
loglstics of such a march were staggering. After going
only thres miies some of the men had second thoughts
and several of them deserted Poar ralions, prepared by
inexperienced cooks, did little Le encourage men who
suffered Irom heal which daily averaged about 90
tlegrees.

A wesk ar 50 alter their slart the police were assauit-
ed by a plague of grasshoppers and, for a day by hall
stones "as large as walmuls." Forage for the horses was
by now almos! impossible {n find and each day the men's
rations grew worse. Adding (o their misery was Lhe
“infernal” dust that caked them as they fravelled over the
parched, treeless plains. As the weeks passed, the march
became a gruelling trek Wirough dusty, hot, walerless
wildlerness.

By late September the column had reached the
Sweetgrass Hills, where they lound water, wood, grass
and shelter, and both stock and men recuperated quick-
by, But their Metis guides refused to go any farther into
Blacktool country and the Mounties found themselves
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{Above feft) A display of some of the ftems wsed in the whisky recipe ot Fort Whoop-Lip
(Abooe Fight) The often lethal concoctlon the whites passed off as whisky, were mived in this laryge pot and boiled over a fire.
{Below) An original 6-pounder connon from the original Fort Whoop-Up is now displayved in the reconstructed fort. Anothes
origimal Fort Whoop-Lp ranmon is disployed at Fort Macieod.
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] andd, essentially, losl,
- Ou September 22, French and Macleod took a small
#ty and headed south to Fort Benton for supplies. But
plies were not all that was required; because of their
sperate situation n the Sweelgrass Hills, they were in
veed of a puide. As luck would have it, one of the
. Jerry Potts, just happened to be availuble. However,
the shorl, bow-legged, slope-shouldered little man
the bowler hal walked in the door, French was not
¥ impressed, Still, they were in no position to be criti-
=4, reluctantly, they hired Potts for 330 a month,
With fresh supplies and their goide, the small party
ed 1o the Sweetgrass Hills, There, French took hall
lorce and contimied northeast into Saskatchewan
iy where he would establish the force headquarters
an River, Macleod took command ol the remalnder
¢ [orce with orders to proceed to Fort Whoop-Lp,
| the whisky Iraders, and establish a western out-

On October 4 the force rode oul of the Sweelgrass
& led by Polts, who rode far ahead of the column, At
Wi, when they reached Milk River, the troops found
guitle on the riverbank with a dressed buflalo car-

cass for supper. The aext day Potts led the column
sharply to the northwest, At one point they intercepled a
couple of wagons being driven by Americans who were
headed back from WhoopUp country, Macleod searched
the wagons but found only buffalo robes. That night
Potts led the men (o a campsite with plenty of grass, fire-
wood anil some of the best spring water in the country,

During the night the policemen slept fitfully as a
mysterious rumbling could be heard all through the
night. When they awoke they found themselves sur-
rounded by a great herd of buffalo, Men grabbed their
rifles as they rolled out of their blankets, but Polts
warned them nol stampede the animals by liring. Quietly
breaking camp the troopers formed up thelr columns and
Polts led them in a waving caravan through the dense
rolling sea of brown hides. It was not untll later that day
thal they had lelt the herd and were again on the open
prairie.

The NWMP soon learned that their guide was a man
of very lew words, At one poinl a bone-weary olficer,
thinking that they must be nearing Fort Whoop-p, asked
Potts what they would Hnd over the next hill. "Nudder
damn hill,” was the reply,

On another occasion, the

NWMP came across Lhe bullet-rid-
dled body of a scalped Assiniboine,
lying beside the trail. Macleod asked
Patts what he thought had hap-
pened. In his classic laconic style
Polts explained with one word:
“Drunk.” Macleod knew he had to be
satisfied with this brief explanation.
A lew days later the NWMP
reached Fort Whoop-Up. The pal-
isaded post with Its loop-holed
blockhouses was an impressive

(Abooe) The gravesite of Jerry Potts
in the cemetery at Fort Macleod, The
origing woeden marker is now on
display at Fort Mucleod.

(Left) Jerry Polts acting as interpreter
betuieen the NWMP and Chief
Crowloetl,
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sight 1o Macleod. Although the forl was strangely quiet,
Macleod belleved it to be full of whisky traders who were
lying in ambush for him. So, after deploying his men in
hattle positions, Macleod asked Potts to accompany him
o the post

Reaching the gates the pollceman pounded on the
heayy wood. Slowly the thick doors swung back and g
goateed ald man poked his shaggy head oul Instead of
being mel with resistance, Macleod was extended an tovi
tation for supper, Their hosl was Dave Akers, who,
except for 4 couple of Blackloot squaws, was alone at the
post. The whisky traders, having gol advance warning of
the approaching troops, had (led the country,

The next assignment for the NWMP was to lind a
suitable site for a post. When asked, Folts said he knmew
Just the place, and led the troops 30 miles northwest to
an island in the Oldman River. The island was aboul 600
acres In size, large enough 1o hold the fort and graze the
horses and cattle the policemen had with them. The
island was also strategically located near an important
river crossing of the Blackiool.

By the Eall of 1874, Fort Macleod, as the new post
was named, was completed. During November, Potts
travelled to the scattered camps of the Bloods, Pelgans
and Blackioot, explalning the presence of the NWMP and
gaining assurances from the Indians that they would deal
with the police in peace. At the end of the month, a small
group ol Peigans visited the post. Macleod, delighted
that some Indians had finally showed up, received them
with all the pomp and ceremony of his office, then herd-
ed them into his quarters,

Polls was summoned to interprel the proceedings.
The Indians, In their characteristic style, expounded at
length. Macleod, In his eagerness, found thelr longwingd-
edness aimost trying, but he sal in patience and endured
thieir almost endless tirade, Finally the Indians were (in-
ished and, with refiel and expectation, Maclkeod turned to
Potts and asked him whal they had said. Potts, with typi-
cal brevity, summed up the whole ol the Indians' speech
in live words: “Dey damn glad you're here.”

On another occasion in the early 1880« alter most ol
the bulfalo had vanished from the plains, a hungry band
of Peigans came to Forl Macleod. Their chief spent a
good hall hour explaining their needs. Potts bolled the
speech down Lo three words. "Dey want grub,” he told 3
startled Macleod.

It was during the winter of 1874-75 thal Potis showed
the NWMP another of his seemingly unlimited skills, one
which completely amazed them by its uncanniness, and
contribuled to making him a legend as the best scoul and
tuide on Lhe prabries, both north and south of the hor-
der

Early in February, 1875, Potls was assigned to guide
Inspector Crozier and 10 men to the Bow River where
they were (o arrest some American whisky traders who
had a cache in the area From the time the party left Forl
Macleod they experienced bad weather. Il was so cold
that Sgt. W.D. Antrobus, who kept a record of the joor-
ney, commented: “Even lerry Polts, although he
remained rotled up in his blankets, did pot sleep at all "

Through storm after storm, never once hesltating
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because he was unsure of the way, Potts led the NWMP
to # small cabin on Lee Cresk Alter the three men were
placed under arrest, the party headed back to Macleod.

On the return journey the party ran info a severe

snowstorm jiy which visibility was al times no more than
100 Teet, "We could not be guided by the wind," Antrobus
reported, “because Il did not blow five minutes at a time
from the same direction.” As the storm worsened the
party became separaled, with Polls In one group and
Antrobus in another. Within minutes Antrobus was lost
and decided to wail out the storm, In a matter of
moments his tracks were obliterated. He could nol see
more than 30 yards away, The sergeant had almost
resigned himsell and his men to certain death when,
through the swirling snow, they saw Potts, trudging
through (e drifts toward them. With Potts leading, they
reipingd the other group which the scout had instructed
o stay pul. Wasting no time, Polls set oul across the
snow-screenad plains southward, where he struck the
Highwood River al a point nol a mile above the site
whiere they had camped on their way north (o Lee Creek.

How Potts could have accomplished such a feat the
NWMP were al a loss to explain. Yet, In his years with the
force, he repeated such feats over and over again, Sam
Steele, with whom Potts worked closely for many years,
perhaps explained it as well as anyone could: "He pos-
segsed an uncanny sense of locality and direction. Others.
could gulde travellers through country they had visited
before, but this man could take a party from place to
place by We guickest route, through country altogether
unknown to him, withoul compass and without sight of
the stars. Unlike ather guldes, he never talked with ofh-
ers when he was at work. He would ride on abead by him-
sell, keeping his mind fixed on the mysterious business
ol linding the way. He was never able Lo give any clear
explanation of his method. Some mysterious power, per-
haps a heritage from his Indian ancestors, was at work.”

Macleod listened intently about Potts’ accomplish-
ment, but passed off much of their enthusiasm as being
an overreaction to their recent ordeal. The lollowing
month, howeves, Macleod was 10 eamn the truth for him-
sell,

Maclead was instrucled to go to Helena, Montana, to
pick up the payroll. Going to Helena, located 120 miles
southwest of Fort Benton, meant travelling through termi-
tory Potts knew nothing aboul. On March 15 the five-nan
party left Fort Macleod with packhorses loaded wi
blankets, tea, bacon and hardtack — but no tent. Spring
was just around the corner and the men were in high
spirils.

The men spent the first night at Fort Whoop-Up
before leaving the next morning. Around noon the party
stopped 1o eal and rest about halfway to Milk River. As
they finished eating the sky began 1o cloud in and Wt
looked like bad weather was heading their way.
Hurriedly, they packed up and pushed on. With dusk the
storm suddenly unleashed ifsell with a fury. A shlf, ey
wind blew down from the north and as the party reachesd
Milk River they were enveloped In a raging blizzard,

All that night, as the men crowded jnta a shallow
snow cave, the blizzard howled and swirled around




m. They were to learn later that the temperalure
ped to -65 degrees Fahrenhell that night, The men
ot little il any that night, and when they awoke in the
) ng the storm was still raging. After & second miser-
M=, sleepless night, the dawn [ound the storm as fero-
1S as ever,
Macleod and the others looked to thelr guide for
pection, Potts said that the storm could [ast another
wple of days and their supply of bacon and hardiack
< almaost gone They had two choices: they could slay
e they were and die In the snow cave, or try Lo reach
wky Coulee, about 20 miles to the south. There, Polts
Il them, they would at least find better shelter and
obably, lirewood. Macleod declded that this was no
= 1o begin having doubls aboul his staunch litile
e
Crawling lrom their cave, the men set out on foot
seging thelr exhausted, nearly frozen horses behind
. After about a quarter of a mile they mounted their
ses. The storm continued to lash them as Potts
shed on ahead, the policemen following his tracks,
5 tlng completely to his instincts. “Our guide was a
rvel," Cecil Denny would say later. “He rode steadily
ad with short stops al intervals when he seemed
minsl 1o smell out the trail, lor nothing was to be seen
any direction,” Towards evening the storm abated a lit-
and ahead the men saw a deep gash In \he pralrie,
inutes later they rode directly into Rocky Coulee, the
pol Potts had been headed {or. There, they spent anoth-
i huagry, fireless and miserable night, bul the shelter
betler than it had been at Milk River,
By morning the blizzard had almost blown ltsell owl
i the men awoke from their fithy sleep (o almost clear
Wics. Potts then Jed the party to the Marias River where
115, Cavalry had an quipost to watch for whisky
gglers, It was early afternoon when they reached the
Bank of the Marias and saw the rough shacks of the cav-
Sy outpost. Once again, Potls had come through right
o the money.
As [he policemen were being treated Lo a hot meal of
iifalo steaks and steaming tea, they were dumbfounded
b learn that Putts had been spow-biind during the last
afles of their trek 1o Rocky Coulee. In spite of this he had
& them to the exact spot he had intended. As far as the
MF were concerned, Potts’ capabilities would never
Ruain be questioned,
Although Polts was an invaluable scout and inter-
, e was by no means the perfect employee. His
ve ui llquor gat him luto trouble on more than one
« on. Onee he went with two constables to intercept
wo whisky traders who were reportedly smuggling a
Bad of whisky from Fort Benton. The culprils were
irrested, handcufled and placed In the back of the wagan
thelr booze. Then, while the two policemen rode on
#liead, Polls drove the wagon. Unfortunately, the trip
Swas long and slow, and Potts was hot and thirsty. By the
me the wagon reached Fort Macleod, Polts and the two
wnugelers had drunk all the evidence.
“On another occasion,” according to historian Hugh
smpsey, “Potts had to be tied up until he slept olf a par-
arly fiery drunk, and once he almost shol a member

ol the force whom he mistook for an old enemy. One
policeman observed that Potts had ‘an unquenchable
thirst which 5 camel might have envied. He drank whisky
when he could get L If he could not get it, he would take
Jamalca ginger, or essence of lemon, or Perry Davis's
Pain Killer, or even red ink’."

His virtues, however, far outwelghed his vices. But
he did have some flaws in his make-up. One was a super-
sfitious nature inheriled from his lndian mother. Another
was lung trouble that bothered him throughout much of
his life and, combined with his love for whisky, linaily
caused his death;

In the early 1890s, Potts was duck hunting with
Const. Tom Clarke when a flock suddenly rose lrom &
slough and (lew over Potts’ head. Clarke blasted away,
and to his shock, Potts tumbled to the ground. Running
over, Clarke found Polts sitting in the reeds, rubbing his
head. Clarke checked Polls for wounds and found thal he
was alrigh! except lor a single lead pellet lodged just
beneatl the skin behind his ear,

Soon Potts was making his newly acquired keepsake
a topic of conversation and never tired of telling the
stary of how he had come by it, especially when he was
drinking. Potts considered the pellet a good luck charm,
but the constant reteiling of the story got 1o be a bore (o
the policemen at Forl Macleod, One night in 1896, after
Potts had told the story yet again, a policeman asked for
a look. The obliging Potts leaned over, bul before he
knew what was happening, the policeman had fipped
open his jackknile and surgically removed the pellet. In
the morning when Potts sobered up and realized what
had happened, he bemoaned the loss of his good luck
charm and volced his concern for the future.

Ower the next few months Polts lived quietly, even
sullenly. He seemed to sense his time was near, One day
earty in July, Potts began haemorrhaging from the jungs,
He was taken (o Fort Macleod where the post surgeon
did all he could for Wim. But the chronle cough that had
nagged him for the last decade or so, and his long bouts
with the bottle had finally caught up with the tough,
inscrutable fittle scoul.

Pots lingered for a tew days and, on July 14, 1896, he
died. His death was officially recorded as due to con-
sumption but one of his sons, who was 20 years old al
the time, sald that it was cancer of the throal aggravated
by prolonged years of drinking. The man whose life per-
plexed so many confounded all even with his death.

The NWMP mourned the passing of their loyal,
courageous and resourcelul scout and interpreter and
buried him with full military honours. Three volleys were
lired over his resting place; each volley lollowed by a
general salute. Polts was laid to rest in a small Roman
Catholic cemetery east of the town of Fort Macleod.

The Fort Macleod Gazefte of July 17, 1896 eulogized
his passing: "Jerry Polls is dead. Through the whale
Nortliwest, in many parts of Canada, and in England
itsell, this announcement will excite sorrow, in many
cases sympalhy, and In all interest. His memory will long
live green in Lthe hearts of those wha knew him best, and
faithiul and true’ Is the character he leaves behind him
— the best monument 1o a valuable life.” ®
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One offa aelwork of North West Mounted Police detachments along the
United States border with Alberta, this outpostwas established o .
curh whisky smuggling and discourage raiding among the Gioad,
Blackfoot and Gros Ventre Indians.

= " ‘_’ 't—'w - -
. . a M’M
- - c“___. . “'_:’__
ROM a viewpoint an the Milk River Valley's northern rim, visitors have a birdseye view of the
F replica of the old North West Mounted Police (NWMF) outpost in the bottom lands. The post

lies between the south bank and the twisting Milk River, 147 feet below the upland, brown-till
prairies. Across the valley and south of the international boundary, “Medicine Line” to the Indians,
looms the blue sithouette of the Sweetgrass Hills, which tower 2,500 feel above the surrounding
plains,

The Sweotgrass Hills and the Medicine Line were the historic reasons lor Lhe police posl's exiz.
tence. Today the post lies within the 1,05%acre Wriling-on-Stone Provincial Park, 20 miles east and
five miles south of the little town of Milk River, Alberta. As well as the outpost, the park contains a
goodly number of naturesculpted “hoodoos,” and many pictographs and petroglyphs of early
Indian arl — inscribed scenes of battle, some with guns and horses and some that pre-__4
date the white man's weapons. i

The valley and the Sweetgrass Hills are the result of interacting reper-
cussions of plutonic activity in the bowels of the earth some & o
45,000,000 years ago, The impact that uplifted the Hills rifted
the top layer of Milk River sandstone thal overlays other
sedimentary rock down to the precambrian bhase-
ment. The anclenl Milk River chasm served as a

! Ioodway lor the meltwaters of the last ice
age, some 12,000 years ago. The torrent
deepened and broadened the drainage |
basin,




A general otow of the Mifk iver Valley.oe i
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Today the flood plains (terraces) and remnant
oxbows indicate that the silty, meandering river has
changed Its course many limes, In 1508 the spring floods
raised the water 12 leel (n two hours and washed away
the NWMP blacksmith shops (there were two over the
years). No evidence of them can be lound by digging.

Before the white man came to the Milk River, Indians
had long roamed the territory while hunting. They also
crisscrassed the east-west, windswept valley to rald or
make war on enemy tribes. The Blackioot feared and
revered the “holy” writings on stone they found on the
free-standing cliff walls. Only those who wanted 1o see
visions, or holy men, dared to visit these sites.
Occasionally, war parties stopped lor goidance. What
they saw would teli them the success or failure of their
projected ventures.

In September, 1874, the first column of NWMP Lo
cross the pralries made camp in the Milk River valley.
They were gulded by a half-breed scoul named Jerry
Fotts, whom they had hired at Forl Benton, Montana, on
their jaunt south to get supplies. Poils led Asst. Comm.
James Macleod (o Fort Whoop-Up, the itliclt whisky
smuggling “capital” of the territory, located at the june-
tion of the St. Mary and Belly (now Oldman) rivers,

Late in 1886, a ralding party of six Indians (five Blood
and one Blackfool), were returning from Montana with
horses stolen from them by the Gros Ventres. As they
made there way back to Canada they were pursued and,
al Dead Horse Coulee, were ambushed and murdered,
When the news reached the Blood Reserve (he Indlans
were lurious and threatened full-scale retalialory war In
the spring. The Blood Indian Agent, William Pocklington,
an ex-policeman, Informed the NWMP of the situation
and the police moved quickly Lo try to head off the war
they had been expecting lor some time. The NWMP, how-
ever, were spread too thin and were stationed too lar
Iram the boundary line to be effective. Accordingly, dur-
ing the last week ol March, 1887, Supt. P.R. Neale
instructed Supl. Sam Steele 1o reconnoitre the area with
a view to establishing a string of outposts closer to the
barder,

With Jerry Polts as his guide, Steele went south
across Kipp's Coulee to the Milk River Ridge, and {rom
there, via Writing-on-Stone to Pendant d'Oreille Coulee.
In his annual repart for 1887, Steele wrote that both
Kipp's Coulee and Pendant d'Orellle were "sultable for
detachments, as they were situated in places where the
river may be lorded easily when the water |s very high,
antl the banks being accessible are much used by trav-
ellers and law-breakers in crossing the boundary.
Belween these points there are sixteen very high and
steep banks or soft spots, which make crossing very diffi-
cult.”

On April 8, Steele instructed Inspector Wood of “D*
Division, Lethbridge District, to station for patrol duty,
two constables at Kipp's Coulee, and one sergeant and
six constables each at Milk River Ridge, Writing-on-5tone
and Pendant d'Oreille Coulee. During the time “D"
Division remained In the district, they maintained "ron-
stant patrolling, night and day” between the detach-
ments. In addition, wrote Steele, “The whole of the
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delachments set out patrols to the southward during
each day, and men with lield glasses, situated on high
hiils, bul concealed as much as possible, viewed Lhe
country in every direction.”

According to Steele's report, “The outposts per-
formed thelr duties in a mosi satistactory manner. The
few complaints made againsl them proved to be undound-
ed. No suspicious characters, smugglers, horsethieves,
or other criminals succeeded in crossing the boundary
uniiscovered; all Indians who attempted it were, with
lew exceptions, caught in the act, and compelled (o glve
an account of themselves. The non-commissioned officer
in charge ol each outpost, sent in weekly a lisl and
description of all whites and Indians passing and repass-
ing, together with that of all horses, vehicles &c., in their
presence.”

Although the outposts were performing their duties
with satisfaction, the four detachments were housed in
tents, and Superintendent Neale, In his annual report lor
1887, recommended that frame bulldings and stables be
erected at all four locations, He also recommended a fifth
outpost be established at some poinl midway between
Pendant d'Orellle and the western detachment of “A"
Division.

On June 11, 1887, accarding to the 1887 annual
report of Suptl. A.A. MacDonell, “K" Division left Leth-
bridge to relieve the men of A" Division on the frontier
outposts. Kipp's Coulee then had two men and two hors-
es, while Milk River Ridge, Writing-en-Stane and Pendant
il'Oreille had eight men and eight horses each.

The outposts had originally been intended to deter
ralds between warring Indian tribes and prevent Lhe
smuggling of whisky and other contraband, However, Il
was nolt long before the NWMP were called upon to per-
form a task they clearly had not anticipated; arresting
members of the force for desertion. On May 24, 1887,
three constables deserted while oul patrolling. Inspector
Lakely, who had just arrived al the outposts, ordered
Corporal O'Brien in pursuil. O'Brien soon picked up the
deserters’ trail and followed It to the Marias River in
Moniana The fugitives had reached there a short time
before him and had left the police horses, saddles and
weapons In charge of the hotelkeeper, Corporal O'Brien
then returned to Writing-on-5Stone, apparently with the
equipiment, but without the deserters.

The annual reports are full ol stories of desertions,
not only from the boundary line outposts, but through-
oul the prairies, There were many reasons why men
deserted. As far as the outposts were concerned, isola
tion caused many hardships on the men stationed there,
while loneliness and tedious work lowered their moral.
The attraction of gold mining in the Sweetgrass Hills, just
south of the border, or good wages in railway construc-
tion, were alsa entlcing men away. But superintendents
Neale, Steele, Deane and others, in their annuval reports,
were certain they knew the major cause of desertion.

According to these officers and others, when a
policeman enlisted with the NWMP, he was under the
false impression that, If he chose to do so, he could
nbtain his discharge by purchasing his commission
However, while this was theoretically correct, only three




men were permitted to purchase thelr discharge each
month. This resulted In a backlog of applicants, with
some men being farced to wail up to a year or more,
Sinee many of the ien wanlted to leave to take up more
lucrative jobs, or lake advanlage of opportunities thal
might nol he avallable for long, they were lorced to
became deserters,

In 1888, according to Supl. R.B. Deane’s annual
report, Messrs. Bruce & McFarquhor constructed *a
irame building measuring 30x20x9 leet, with a lean-to
kitchen,™ at Milk River Ridge at a cost of $1,246. Al the
Pendant d'Creille outpost, the area surrounding which
literally “bristles with rattlesnakes,” a “small log building,
about 16x14x9 feet” was campleted by the police Lhem-
selves, [n addition, there were about 30 good-sized logs
ready lor construction ol a barracks. Il also boasted a
well-built corral, aboul 40 [eel square.

Meanwhiie, the Writing-on-Stone detachmenl was
still under canvas. However, Deane reported that “some
logs have been cul ina pearby coulee by the detachment
iuring the summer, with a view to putting up bulldings,
but owing to epidemic among our horses the logs could
not be got oul"” Deane added that a lour-mile trail had
bieen cul from the mouth ol the coules to the timber,
“and an intervening creck has been bridged.” As soon as
horse power became available, the logs were “snaked” to
the site selected for the bollding,

While the Writing-on-Stone police were preoccupied
in culting and haullng logs, an American [ugitive tried to
take advantage of the situation. Max Hoppe, who was
wanted for murdering John Adams in the United States,
was caught by Constable Elliot while trying to piller
police supplies. Arrested, he was taken to Lethbridge and
handed over to American authorjties under warrant ol
extradition, The Lethbridge News sang the event; the
Writing-on-Stone Mounties had gol thelr mai.

The original bulldings of the Writing-on-5tone
detachment were constructed in 1883, The post was
straleglcally placed at the mouth of Police Coulee, a
major route Into Canada for raiding Indians, cattle
rustiers and whisky smogglers: In his annual report for
1889, Superintendent Deane wrate: “A permanent camp
has been built this year al Writing-on-Stone, and the
Minister ol Customs the other day said he had not seen
many better log bulldings even in Onlario. The house
measures 24x18 feet with a lean-to kitchen, good cellar,
shiingle roof &c, The stable measures 30 fi. by 18 [ shin-
gle rooled, and capable of holding ten horses. A hay cor-
ral 55 ft. by 40 0. has been constructed, and about 20
lons of hay pul up, The camp is charmmngly situated at
the mouth of a coulee (Police) about five miles long on
the south side of the niver.”

“The sides of the coulee are very precipitous and
rocky. A fence at the mouth and another fence across the
coulee abouf a mile up make an excellent corral for hors-
es, where (he shilter and feed are all that can be desired.
The coulee abounils in wild currant bushes, the fruit of
which is very fine. The logs used (n the buildings &c.,
were cut about lour miles up the coulee by three or lour
of our own men, who have been choppling and building
ever sinee Jupe. Hauwling the logs down e coulee was

in the river bottom approaching ih
improved for about three miles, and &
heavy teams. The lord has been grade
A blacksmith shop has just been conples
assistant farrier will remain all the wintes, s

erinary assistanl.” During 1899, the Wl
ﬂﬂl&thﬂ]l’.‘.ﬂl l‘.,'l.'.ll'lﬂiﬁil!d D[ Oe MO -0 '
six constables and gight horses.

As desertion continued 1o plague the loni
posts, Deane reported that Milk River Rudas %
d'Orpille and Wrlting-on-Stone each lost twn
this cause In 1889, Deane, voleing his disples
deseriers, wrole: "As far as the police fores ls se
il men cannot be trusted near the frontier withieas &
advantage ol Its proximity, the sconer they bened
country by legving IL Lthe betier *

Despite the desertions, hardships and |
Writing-on-Stone became the headquarters for the
outposts. This was due to Its strategic location,
hecause the river could be forded at this point, Also, the
outpost lay directly across from the Sweetgrass Hills mity
Ing camp where gold had been discovered in 1884

While the police at Writing-onStone continued their
daily patrols ol the boundary line, they also mainiaied
contact with the delachments to the east and west of
them, In this way the network of outposts that threaded
from Lhe Rockies to Manitoba held hands Lo prevent ams
one from crossing withoul their knowledge. They exam-
ined the ground and the river lords for suspicious whesl
tracks, footprints or hootmarks. One horse at Writing-on-
Stone, according to Superintendent Deane's annual
report of 1895, set a record by travelling 3,933 miles;
another covered 3,861 miles.

in additton to their regular dutles, the police were
often called upon to fight prairie fires and herd cattle, In
faci, after their presence |n the region had significanily
curtailed whisky smuggling and Indian ralds, quaranti-
ning American cattle and battling prairie fires became
their major activities, Nelther of these recognized the
imaginary line nor the stone caims placed every thres
mites by the Boundary Commission ol 1874, which
reached the Rocky Mountalns in August of thal year, only
a month ahead of the NWMP,

In 1890, a dry year in the Sweelgrass Hills, bolh fire
and catthe crossed over, The quarantine area, which lay
between Mk River and the 4%th parallel, & wedge that
mel on the border at Kennedy's Crossing, swarmed with
livestock. This area was designated lor imported cattle —
never more than a few dozen at a time. To prevent cattle
diseases from spreading into Canada, these animals
would be put to pasture there for a period of %) davs
The Writing-on-Stone police were farced to become cow-
buoys as they continually attempted 1o drive back the
invading hordes to American soll,

Superintendent Deane, an understanding man, real
ized that cattle could not be prevented from slaking (hel
thirst al the river. Where else could they drink? And how
could a handiul of men prevent them? For this practizal
purpose, he “bent” the boundary line from Lhe 45th parsd-
Tel up lo Milk River. It then became the duty of the
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f;ibonej An snidentified Mouniie poses wﬂ'."l his .‘lmﬂ and ri‘.".'l'! ai the Wrﬂ.‘ng-ﬂn-
Stone NWMP detachment,

{Left) The "hoodoos” in WritingOnStone Provincial Park. These formations were
carved by wind and erosion over 10,000 years, The replica of the NWMP post is
seen in centre background.

(Oppasite page, bottom} Members of the WritingOn-Stone detachment pose
before the NCO's and officer's quarters in 1915, Left to right: Sgt. J. Jurman;
Spec. Const. R Lipton; "Mack'; Cpl. Ted Langley and Const, LJ. Taylor.

(Below) This painting by Manitoba artist Terry MelLean depicts a Mountie aboul
to confront tico apparent whisky smugglers, The frontier oatpast had been
esfablished to cork smuggling and to precent Indian raids,
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{Above) Antelope humters near the Writing(On-Stone police
oulpost fn 1897, Note the sandsione cliffs and the sage-
brosh and skank bushes growing in the rocks below. The
crevices in the walls of the limestone mue! have provided
plenty of hibernation space for the bull snake, pralre rat:
Her and garier snake.

(Right) Hounds and wolver near Writing-On-Slone in the
1800s. Judging by his boots, neal tronsers and suspenders,
this man could be a Mountie.

to keep the cattle from crossing the Milk River and to
herd back those that did. Eventually, each of thres
American cattle outfits "lent” a cowboy Lo be stationed al
the Milk River outposts — that is wntll authorities in
Ottawa ruled (hat these men could not board or bed at
pollce quariers.

In spite ol all the problems, the Wriling-on-Stone oul-
post succeeded I bringing security to he arca. Seltlers
began to arrive in (he lale 1890s-and the Writing-on-Stone
detaciunent became a mall distribution polnt amnd soclal
cenire for the districl,

Besides distributing mail and patrolling the border,
the NWMP continued to drive cattle and to fight fires, In
1805 a Mive that originated in the Sweetgrass Hills black-
enied 23 000 acres of Canadian rangelands. 1896 and 1903
also experlenced big lires, some of which were started by
sparks from wood-burning locomotives.

The local ranchers, largely compesed ol ex-police-
men and eastern capitalists, came to depend of the
NWMPF to keep foreign cattle out of their haystacks and
off their umlenced ranges, which were crown lands leased
al one cent per acre per year, often In lots of 100,000
acres. They also expecled 1o be protecied (rom horse
thieves, cattle rustlers and Indians who killed the odid
beast in lleu of the vanished buffalo. The ranchers were
nol anxious to have the boundary lne fenced, for their
own callle occasionally wandered south when driven by
an Alberia blizzard. Il they were stopped at the line, the
herds would have oo way of escaping death by [reezing.
But, in 1902, an American company began o erect fences
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along the barder,

The Customs Department also expected help from
the police, as American stockmen using Canstlan ranges
were levied duty per head. Back In 1887, while Stecle was
selecting a site for the Pendant 'Oreille outpost, he saw
a large number of callle grazing at Pendant d'Oreflie
Coulee, Aller checking with Mr, Champness, the customs’
ollicer at Lethbridge, Il was ascertained Lhal the cattle
had been driven In from Montaoa and that no duty had
been paid. They were seized, despite protests from the
owner, a man named Spencer. Spencer had a small hul
on Milk River, several miles east ol Pendant d'Oreille
Coulee, but on the north side of the International bound-
ary. He told the police thal he intended |0 apply for a
lease, but Deane felt he was simply “endeavouring to
graze his cattle where nol likely Lo be observed.”
Sometime laler, another patrol made a similar selgure
from Spencer.

The police also gol their whisky smugglers in this
land of prohibition. Sometimes even a bored constable
tried to smuggle a wee drop Into the barracks, Jn 1880,
Special Constable Telu tried I, possibly in hopes of sup-
plementing his meagre salary (50¢ a day for a beginning




constabde; in 1910 this princely salary was raised to 60},
What Tetu earned was a speedy discharge.

In Writing-an-Stone's histary, 11 constabies did not
wait lor any lorm of discharge. Taking their liquor prob-
lems with them, they deserted across the border. One of
Ihese deserters, J, Whittiger, has carved his name on
Police Rock, so named [or the 33 Identillable names
inscribed in Police Coulee where lhe narrow passage
Ieads down to the barracks below.

Because of the chronic boredom, it must have been
an exciting day, sometime between 1889 and 1894, when
the men of the lonely detachment got their only buffalo.
At any rate, e archaeologists, who could find no trace
of the blacksmith shop when they excavated in 197374,
did find the bones of a bison carcass, It lay buried In
whal appears (o have been a shed bullt previous to the
1594-1918 jce house, with ils elk antiers over the double
doors. Oldimers tell of lestivities at the police quarters,
Was this one of them? Did i end with a shindig?

At least Superintendent Deane wanted his men to eal
well, As they were issoed only mundane rations of meat,
fa1, pork, four, dried apples and other minor staples, he
allowed them to trade in their siemonth meat ration for
“luxury” items. {(The ranchers allowed the red-coated
“rowboys™ to kill fresh meal — perhaps a thank you lor
services rendered,) When the Commissioner In Ottawa
heard aboul such laxily, Superintendent Deane gol a no
thankyou from thal source and was reduced In seniority,

Vernon Kemp, in Without Fear, Favour or Affection,
tells wittily of characters in the force who adopled rules
to fit the occasion. Corporal Dickson tangled with bugs
— not the electronie kind, but those that (ell from the
ceiling of the barracks into his bed. It seems he never did
get his "bug.” but, singlchanded, he did capture three
troublemakers who had been involved in the 1885 rebel-
Tian.

When word arrived Irom across the fine thal the
men, who had sought asyluim there, were on thelr way to
Canada, after having threatened to kill anyone who inter-
fered with them, Corporal Dicksan resolved 1o bring
them in. Upon reaching their camp at dawn he hid Lheir
horses. While two of the fugitives were oul searching lor
their animals, Dickson captured and handcuifed the
third, then fired several shots. The others responded to
the sigmal, only to find themselves looking down the bar-
‘rel of the policeman's pistol.

It was a commendable job, untll someane with a tape
measure discovered that the arres) had Laken place some
2000 leet over the border, on American soll, No law
‘could adapt Lo this situation and no charge could be laid,
The prisoners had to be released. However, the trio now
rhmj second thoughts about entering Canada, apparently
having no taste for meeting a Mountie on his own
Ljrﬂ‘i.lﬂd. anid returned to the American side.

Although the Writing-on-Stone police olten encoun-
tered smugglers and other criminals, it was 1912 befare
they were involved in a murder case. It occurred when a
High! between two of the Stokely brathers, who had sepa-
rate homesteads but pastared their herds in common
With a third brother, ended in the death of one and with
Edwin Stokely being sentenced to hang

Writing-on-Stone police, among thelr many duties,
also served as “Man Friday” for the Customs Department,
In 1915 Constable Eland rode into Montana lo selze a
smuggled bull belonging to a Canadian rancher named
Bielsen, At the time of the trial the animal had conve-
niently wandered across the border. The constable had
often retrieved strays, but this time the owner did not
thank him — besides, the Mountie had forgotten to
change his red coat for a cowboy shirt. Two Americans, a
customs official at Grand Fails, Mottana, and three of the
Bielsens profested. As a result, Constable Eland's lllegal
act saw him removed [rom the boundary patrol,

According to author Les Hurt, white men were
becoming as cunning al smuggling or rustling horses as
the Indians had been earller, Although Canadian customs
official Hughes, stationed al Coutts, reported a suspected
horse smuggling party consisting of a wagon, four riders
and 150 horses to be heading north near Police Coulee,
no telltale hoof marks at the river fords were found.
Writing-on-Stone Cpl. Paddy White concluded, alter a
thorough search, that no such outfit had entered Canada.
Today, one wonders, had Hughes seen visions, or had
horse smugglers indeed become cunning?

Paddy White also served ior the Department of
Immigration during the hard winter of 1910-11. In his
rounds of visiting destitute settlers with relief supplies,
he was frozen so badly that sume of his skin came off
with his clothing *I am pleased Lo say,” notes an entry in
the RCMP Quarterly, “that this constable was awarded
525 aut of the fine fund.”

In 1914 White married Pearl Clark who, Myron
Verburg ol Milk River recalls, was the only woman ever
to have lived in the Writing-on-Stone barracks. During the
first year of World War 1, Corporal White formed a squad
of one al the outpost. No doubt his bride brought a touch
of charm to the rustic barracks and added a change Yo
the monotonous menu the men had formerly prepared
from police rations, A pioneer woman would know how
to garnish meat or game with luscious red buffalo berries
that grew on the Milk River terrace,

In 1915 Carporal White bought his discharge from
the NWMP 1o farm. Later he jolned the Alberla Provincial
Police, which had assumed the policing of the province.

In 1918 the Writing-on-Stone detachment was dis-
banded; settiement of lhe area had reduced the necessity
for its presence. Canada also needed trained men Lo fight
in World War I, For 30 years the Writing-on-Stone oulpost
detachment was successhul in policing a huge expanse of
prairie. The border patrol, of which it was part, had con-
lended with smugglers, horse thieves and fugitives over
the years. Il had been a friend in turn to Indians, ranch-
ers and homesteaders. By preceding settlement on the
Canadian frontier, the law had prevented violence and
bloodshed such as had been comuan across the border,
where the opposite had occurred,

Thie early NWMP story lives again in the replica of its
bullding and programs worked oul since 1973 when the
archaeologists moved In to begin their research. For visi-
tors who view the relics, the storles of the past are retold
in the broad, windswept, weird and wonderful Milk River
Valley, L]
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CANALS

OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA

Just over a century ago, the parched plains of southern Alberta were undergoing a trans-
formation. Irrigation canals were being dug at an unparalleled rate in one of the largest
construction projects in the world at that time. Bat, as with all large undertakings, the
canal project came with its share of speculators, schemers and dreamers.

seem to meander aimlessly through the genlly

contoured plaing of southern Alberta. But the
arteries Lhat channel the fresh waters of the Reckies over
the parched dry-lands of the soulh are not natural; they
are the canals of southern Alberta, During the time of
helr construction, almost a century age, the making of
irrigation canals in Alberta was Lhe largest such project
ever undertaken on the North American continent. Yel,
even for the many people that these canals serve today,
popular knowiedge of thelr origins is scant. To the high-
way traveller, the existence of these canals olten goes

THE‘I’ are often mistaken lor the natural streams thal

unnoticed due to the oatural camoullage of shrubs and
trees that flourish along the banks

The ongins of the canal systems began with Lhe lay-
ing of the Canadian Pacilic Railway (CPR) tracks through
the territory known as Palliser's Triangle, during the
early 1880s. As with most huge capital projects, the lay-
ing of rallway tracks was preceded by years of studies
and surveys. A British survey party led by Capl. James
Palliser, an Imperial Army officer, and by Dr. James
Hector, a Scottish physician and naturalist, ook the
“tourist's route” which followed the North Saskalchewan
River to Edmonton. Upon reaching Edmonton, the group




{Abore) A canal near Monarch, Alberta,

{Left) These wooden syphons, located west of Nobleford, Alberia, were buill in
1915,

{Below) The Antelope Creek syphon, in the Eastern Irrigation Section of southern
Alberta, during conatrection in 1921
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decided to head due south. It was midsummer, 1859,
when the survey party reached the southern portion of
the North-West Territories, (as |l was then known), an
area which included Medicine Hat, Cypress Hills and
Walerton Lakes,

A report on the Palliser-Hector expedition was pub-
lished the following vear, and characterized thal area of
the Territories very poorly. In Palliser's words, it was
“arld, lnfertile and totally vnsuited for settlement, as it Is
an extension of the Great American Desert.” The summer
of 1859 must have been a hot one indeed! [l was in this
unfortunate context that the southern fands ol Alberta
and Saskatchewan became known as Palliser's Triangle.

Rather unexpectedly the CPR chose not to lay their
miain lrack through the “tourist route” via Edmonton, as
had been originally planned. instead, the CPR declded to
put the railroad through the south right through
Palliser's Triangle.

When the railroad reached Medicine Hat In June
1883, it brought with It a steady Infiux o! new settlers to
the area. The advent al mass irmmigration and regional
developmen! altracted a high degree of British invesi-
menl Lo the Territories. Many large farms and ranches
were assembled; and southern Alberta even saw the
establishment ol steamboat shipping firms. These
grandiose schemes were undertaken at great expense by
wealthy, British absentee investors. Undoubtedly they
had been over-optimistically Informed of opportunities in
the area. Many ventures quickly falled, and the anticipat-
ed quick profits sought in the frontier development sim-
ply never materialized.

Initial attempts at irrigation were made by innovative
farmers who sought water {or their own land, The earli-
est means of irrigation was fo ditch a stream onto the
land and flood it. Unlortunately, many hundreds of acres
were ruined by this method, which resulled in alkalis
being leached into soil which had been flooded unevenly.
Only naturally gently sloped land could be irrigated by
the flood method and it was often necessary Lo level the
land prior to flooding. Many farmers who attempted the
fiood method simply did not have capital or equipment
to properiy level their land, and quicldy lound that too
much waler created as many problems as too little.

Serious irrigation efloris began In the sarly 1890s
when the North-Wesl Territories endured a prolonged
drought which lasted several years in most areas,
Maormon farmers, who had expertise in irrigation projects
in the United Stales, were hired to build some of the first
recorded ditches around Calgary — a few ol which are
still visible today.

Al the forefronl ol irrigation develppment were fwo
men, Willlam Pearce and Peter T, Bone. As early propo-
nents of irrigation they are credited with convincing
sceplical farmers, leery financial backers and reluctant
politicians to embrace the long term benefits that they
believed frrigation would bring. Pearce was an acknowl
edged expert (n the field of rrigation, and began his
career with the Dominion governmen! as a surveyor, He
was among the first group of surveyors senl west lo
Manitoba after It was admitted o Confederation in 1870.
Later he became a director ol the Dominion Land Board
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which administered frechold lands (o the surge ol sel-
tlers coming Wesl,

Uespite his renowned experiise aboul resources and
ihe possibilities of the Great West, Pearce frequently suf-
fered setbacks In advancing his progressive ideas, which
were nol always well understood. Like many greal men,
his thoughts and plans were often far ahead of his con-
tempaoraries. And, like other men of vision who were
ahead of their time, he was often branded a dreamer,

Later in his career, Pearce joined the CPR when it
began developing irrigation schemes within its chartered
lands, However it was during his retirement that Pearce
put forward his most ambitious scheme, a massive brriga-
tion plan that would open up approximately 7,506 square
miles of potential agricultural land in southern Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Pearce proposed this project In a
1916 report commissioned by Sir John Lougheed.
However Pearce’s plans were shelved without [urther
action, and he died years later in 1930, at age 82, without
seeing sod turned on his greatest dream. The timing of
his death was prophetic, as many lrrigation schemes fal-
tered and collapsed during the ruinous conditions of the
Dirty Thirties

Peter Bone was a Scottish immigrant who had been
employed on railway projects in Ontario, Quebec and
Maine, He was later employed as an engineer on CPR con-
struction projects ln Western Canada, where he met
Pearce. Bone also wrote a fascinaling account of the
CPR's activities in western Canada entitied When the
Steel Went Through

Through partnership, Pearce and Bone formed the
Calgary Irrigation Company which, utilizing Pirmez
Creek, north of Calgary, began operations in 15892,
Adjacent lands were irrigated by the flood method. With
favourable rains returning In the spring of 1896, however,
many larmers no longer found It necessary 1o consider
irrigation. These wet years spelled disaster for the com-
pany; heavv rains damaged the floodgates and main
ditches, and with the return ol the rains, the company
was left with no market for its water and was forced to
cease operations. The short life of the first commercial
irrigation enterprise was Jdestined to be repeated by
other operators who attempted to harness the smooth
flowing, but financially turbulent, Irrigation waters.

Many commercial irrigation companies, financed
largely by private British investors, were lormed during
the early stages of irrigation development. Inherent in
the sstablishment of irrigation firms was the lure of high-
ly profitable Investments, The marketing strategy was
simple. The drydands of southern Alberls could be pur-
chased in large tracts al a very low price. With the addi.
tion of an irrigation system, the lands could be subdivid.
ed inlo smaller farms and sold at a profit. Today, none of
the companies mentioned below operate as private
enterprises, as most irrigation districts are user con-
trolled,

The first permanent, large scale irrigation scheme in
Canada was undertaken by the Alberta lrrigation
Company. Established in 1898, its operations were cen-
lred near Lethbridge and the surrounding communities
ol Magraih, Raymond, Coaldale and Taber. It later




A
became known as the Canadian Northwest Irrigation Co,
and still later as the Alberta Railway and [rrigation
Company (AR&I), The AR& was taken over by the CPR
in 1912, with the understanding that the CPR would
indertake expansion and upgrading of canals utilized for
irrigation purposes,

The Alberta Land Company (ALC) was lormed in
1909 by F.D, Aylwin of Ottawa. Aylwin's lands were local-
ed in the Arrowhead district of southeastern Alberia,
Since ils Incegtion, the ALC had beet involved in several
Ingenious englneering schemes to develop its lands.
Many of the projects were developed under the diregtion
ol James McGregor, the firm's general manager. One such
project which altracted wide publicity, leatured the use
ol two huge wooden, inverted siphons. The siphons were
about seven feel In diameter, and were used as holding
tanks. Because of the steep grade of a valley situated on
the project site, the water was siphoned Into an over-
head wooden flume supported on a trestie constructed
across the valley. One siphon carrled water across the
Bow River valley, near Tilley, Although the ALC was
forced into receivership after its main canal was washed
oul in the spring of 1914, its assets were laler amalgamat-
ed Into the Canada Land and lrrigation Company opera-
tlons,

The Canada Wheal Lands Company (CWLC) was ong
ol the first to undertake large scale dry-land farming
(lands farmed without irrigation). Although the yields
were considerably lower, dry-land (arming could be leash
ble if practiced on a large scale. The company acquired
lands near Sulfield, and the first crop years of 1912 and
1913, with yields averaging abowt 13 bushels per acre,
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dredge excapating an irrigation canal near Lethbridge in the 18805,

were moderately successful. The lollowing vear the
crops were unharvested due to drought. Warse, addition-
al capital could not be obtained due to lhe puthreak of
the First World War. These events forced the company fo
place its acreage up lor sale to local buyers Irom the
Medicine Hat area. The company had pourad mamy thae-
sands of doilars into the town of Suffiel, construeling
company houses, stores and hotels. The most notabile
hoted, known as the Alamo, sported a 40-foot bar and was
sald to be the finest watering hole between Calgury and
Regina.

The Southern Alberta Land Company (SALT) was
formed and financed by a British firm, Robins Irrigation
Co,, In 1906. It acquired lands northeast of Lethbridgs
near the confluence of the Bow, Belly and Oldman rivers
with the intention to resell the land 10 years after lrriga-
tion canals were constructed, Unfortunately, the firm sul-
fered a major setback when Its main canal gate collapset
al Namaka in 1912 This was the first of many disastrous
oceurrences to beset the new company. Cost overruns
began to accumulate and engineering deficlencies sur-
faced. Adding to its misfortunes, one of the maln dams
was washed out during the spring floods of 1814, The
SALC flaced lurther linancial difficulties when its major
British shareholder declared bankruptey, and attempls
to bring new capital into the firm were unsuccessiul

In 1917, the SALC merged with two other [allering
companies, the CWLE and the ALC. These thres firms
decided to consolidate operations due to individual diffi-
culties such as a series of construction delays, disap-
pointing land sales and lack of new capital Injection as a
resull of the war, These setbacks set the stage for a
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(Aboee) A colovred posteard, dated 1907, that shows the Bow River and irrigo.
tion canal at Calgary,

{(Dpposite page, top) Collapsing of Mume on Bow River between Arrowhead and
Gleichen, Alberta, in 19039,

{Left) A colonred posteard showing steps on irrigation canal, Gleichen, Alberta,
(Below) A Ruth dredger near Brooks, Alberta, in 1919, This dredge, which strad-
died approximately I8 feet when In opevation, was ased to cleon wp and ealarge
irrigation difches.
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newly created firm, to be called the Canada Land &
rrigation Company (CLAIC).

With the consolldation of the three firms, the CL&IC
broughl together & tract of land of about 470,000 acres.
Debenture stock was [ssued to olfsel existing debts,
Lands sales began shortly after the war ended in 1918,
and water deliveries commenced a [ew years later, alter
the construclion of the lwo main reservoirs, Lake
McGregor and Little Bow were completed. Financial diffi-
cullies once again arose in the early 1920s as the effects
ol the postwar depression dragged on, Grain prices
dropped and farmers fell behind in paying thelr water
delivery fees. Paralleling the decline of grain prices were
land sales which contributed to the company's misfor-
lune.

In 1924, the CL&IC was placed In receivership and
remained Inactive for the lollowing three years, During
those years, government assisiance was necessary 1o
maintain the canals and provided farmers with a stand-
by waler supply.

The CL&IC rellnguished its lands to Lhe east of the
Bow River to the federal government, 1o whom it owed
its majority debts. The new agreement reduced the
CL&IC's acreage to about ane third of its original land
holdings, bul the debtdree restructured company was
now in a promising position to make good on its uitimate
objective — a positive return of investmenl. However
this was nct o be; the Greal Depression of the 1030s set
in and brought with it the harsh realities Lhal Molher
Nature can inflict.

During the Second World War a series of agreements
were drawn up between the CL&IC and the provincial
government in order to restructore the payment of back
taxes. None of these agreements proved 1o be satisfacto-
ry and the company by then had became almost entirely
dependent on Lhe Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Assoclation
for funds. In 1950 the CLEIC ceased operations, alter
which most of its land holdings were absarbed by the
above noted Assoclation

By far the most intensive and larges! Irrigation
scheme undertaken in southern Alberta was that of the
CPR. By its incorporation charter, the CPR was fo be
granted 25,000,000 acres ol land located on alternale sec-
tions in a strip extending 24 miles on either side of the
mainline right-of-way, The CPR, however, was under no
obligation lo choose lands that were “unlit for cultiva-
tion,” to quote the terms of its original charter. Thus, the
CPR declined to accept lands located in the Palliser
Triangle, and opted for more choice lands to the north in
the Battlelord region of Saskalchewan.

Under pressure from the waves of new setilers com-
Ing wesl, the federal government ordered the CPR to
select Lhe remaining 3,000,000 acres outstanding under
its incorporation terms. This edict was issued in 1903,
some 18 years after the famous last spike was driven into
the firm’s maln line. A plan put forward by James 5.
Dennis, the Inspector of Surveys for the Dominion gov-
ernment, and by Willam Pearce, Superintendent lor the
Dominion government, advised the CPR (hal large tracts
ol land could be made lertile with the construction of lerk
galion canals. Subsequently, the CPR decided to accept
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its remaining land In the Calgary-Medicine Hat corridor
and established an irrigation scheme, later to be known
as the Irrigation Block. The Block was subdivided inlo
three sections, known as the Western, Central and
Eastern sections, In 1903 work to develop the lrrigation
Block began.

Due Lo lts proximily to Calgary, and because (i
tllered a more attractive commercial return, the devel-
opment of 1he Western District was undertaken lirst,
Construction lasted seven years, during which some
1600 miles of canals were excavated, irrigating about
219,000 acres of the milllon acres contained in Lhe tract,
The main engineering project undertaken in the Western
section was a concrete Intake to the main canal and were
located on the Bow River In east Calgary, Today, Strath-
more |5 the operational headquarters for the Western
Irrigation Districl, forerunner ol the CPR's Western
Irrigation Section,

The Central Section was never developed after sur-
veys showeil the area to be too hilly and infertile to war-
ranl construction of a leasible canal sysiem.

Construction of the Eastern Section, which began in
1910 and lasted five years, was somewhat more exiensive
than the canal system in the Western block Some 2,500
miles of canals were built, which opened up approxi-
mately 400,000 acres (about one third of the iract size),
The major dams which control the waters In the Eastern
Section are situated al Bassano, where Lhe head gates ol
the main canal are located, and Brooks, where a main
aqueduct is located.

As irrigation projects developed, the CPR created
experimental farms in the Western and Eastern seclions
to advise farmers of the best methods to utilize water for
their crops and livestock. It was all part of the marketing
plan in which the CPR. llke the other companies, hoped
that land sales and water rights would help pay for the
immense and costly irrigation schemes. Today, the CPR
is not involved with irrigation, as both the Western and
Eastern Irrigation Districts are managed autonomously ol
the company.

Construction ol the extensive Irrigation works was
primarily done by men and horses. Simple earth moving
attachments going by the names of “fresnos” or “slips”
and scrapers were basically shovels ol various sizes,
pulled by horses and driven by operators. A slip type
shovel could move aboul one cuble yard, whereas a
scraper could move a slightly larger volume of earth,
Land to be irrigated was levelled by an attachment
known as a “drag.” Pulled behind a team of horses, the
drag was Lhe lorerunner of loday's grader. Later, con-
struction technigues became more mechanized with the
use of excavators, dredges and huge Marshall ractors;
which began to make their appearance on the prairies
after the First World War."

Because ol the scale ol constroction required for lrri-
gation, men had to be brought in from surrounding areas,
such as Doukhobor workers lrom Saskatchewan. Tlie
men were housed in work camps, some containing as
many as 200 operalors, with an equal number of horses,
The construction ol the canals brought needed emplove
ment to the districts, and supplied seasonal jobs fof




many who lived off the lands. Labourers working (ar the
CPR were paid about $2.00 per day in 1909. Subcontrac-
Tors, who owned their own equipment, were paid based
upon the volume and distance of sarth moved.

Heavy woaden timbers were used o construct the
canal gales and spillways. Gradually, these timber tnstal-
lations were replaced with longer lasting concrete struc-
tures which required less maintenance. Once Lhe canal
svslem was in place, seasonal work crews were
employed 1o maintain them.

Canal construction stimulated growth for supply
centres praviding lumber, wire and food. Most notable
among firms supplying foed to the CPR crews was the
Burns Food Co., headed by entreprenieur Pat Burns. As
well, thousands of tons of hay and oats were consumed
by the horses used In the construction process, Many
lacal larmers and ranchers were grateful to find a market
[or their produce,

Once an irrigation disirict had heen established, it
was divided into dilchrider areas. Areas extended as far
‘23 a horseback rider could patrol during the course of a
day. The people who patrolled the canals did so on
horseback or in small democrat wagons. Each ditchrider
‘patrolled his section and was responsible for the prepa
ralion of maintenance reports on canal conditions. This
position reported to the Water Master, who undertook
allocation ol water volumes through the various canals.
Many ditchriders also had the luxury of company sup-
‘plied houses. Telephone services were installed in some
districts in the 1920s to ald Water Masters, ditchriders
and farmers allke, In regulating and conserving waler
‘demand throughoul the irrigation system.

During the late 1920s, weather patterns changed In
Southern Alberta. The summers became drier and were
subiject to sudden shifting winds, while the snowfall dur-
g the winters were abriormally low. Beginning In 1927, a
eries ol small dust storms were recorded which omi-
: foreshadowed the ruinous decade ol ihe Greal
Jwpression, or what some called the "Dirty Thirties."
rmlands dried up severely, during the sarly 1930s as
sslve dust clouds hovered over Lhe windswspl
airies. Canals were choked off and plugged with soil,
leservoirs vanished. Farmlands became wastelands.
mgically, many farm lamilies were forced off their land,
me near starvation, They had no alternative but to
wandon their land and try a new vocation, or take up
gming elsewhere. Undoubtedly, many of these people
i have agreed with Palliser’s earlier assessment of
area.
Alarmed al the severe devastation the drought had
gought Lo Lhe prairie provinces, the Canadian govern-
il passed the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act in 1935,
purpose was lo increase water supplies to the
pechisd districts, The St Mary's River Dam was bulll 1o
ally accommaodate (his objective. However, the out-
ak of the Second World War intervened, and lite
rv was avallable to upgrade 1he swiltly deteriorating

T‘he onslaught of the Depression, the disastrous dry
pells, and war brought ruin 1o lerigation owners and
gers alike. Malntenance and reconstruction work

stopped as most farmers were unable Lo make water fee
payments. The CPR was forced to close many portions of
the canals in fts Western Section. Many ditches had
sloughed in, and control gates were in disrepalr.
Individual farmers were requested Lo sign off their rights
and many did. However, some farmers in the Strathmore
area refected Ihis idea, and began a movement to retain
the water system. This movemen! eventually lead the
provinelal government inlo passing the Western
lerigation Act which made It aulonomous from CPR
administration

During Lhe early stages, many irrigalion schemes fell
victim to the speculative aims of company men who were
mare interested (0 obtaining funds from the company
treasury, than in developing & feasible irrigation system.
The resull was debt-ridilen companies trying to sell their
irrigaled lands at unrealistic prices. Coupled with this
was Lhe farmer's reluctance to change and embrace the
concepl of irrigation. Many felt irrigation would be too
costly Lo accrue any practical benefits,

Howewver these selbacks were minor in a larger
sense, when one considers thal the Irrigation projects
survived two world wars, and the disastrous Dirly
Thirties; three world events that changed the lives ol
generalions. In light of these adversities, private firms
increasingly sought government relief for the operatlon
and continuation ol their rale in jrrigation. Through the
post war years, until the 1960s many irrigation systems
fell into disrepair. Sell-seeded trees clogged many canals,
resulting in lost water capacity, With the advenl of new
frrigation technology, such as the rolilng well method
and the central pivel mechanism, the lmiled water
resources of the south have been greally Improved. More
governmen! funding has primed irrigation systems,
relieving temporary demands brought about by agricul-
tural expansion,

Today, "backhoes™ dredge the system with versatili-
ly and ease, keeplng the canals sludge Iree, while the
pickup truck has replaced the horse and democrat wag-
ons. Automatic metering devices keep track of water
flows and regulate fuctuating demands.

It s difficult to imagine the scale of construction
which took place during the turn of the century and con-
tinued at a rapid pace, until the mid 1920s. It was said Lo
be the largest construction undertaking on the North
Amertcan continent at the time. By today's standards,
the construction ol an irrigation channel looks relatively
easy, but by the standards of man, horse and plough
days of a bygone era, )it was a lormidable feat.

The irrigation districls are now managed much dil-
ferantly than was originally planned. Most, {f not all, frri-
gation districts operate as a cooperative, and govern-
ment funds play a heavy role In capitalizing and maintain-
ing the systems, Operatlonal policies are chiefly guided
by the farmers they serve. This is in sharp contrast to
the original speculative aims ol sarly irrigation franchls-
ers, In addition, many of the ditchriders and maintenance
crews are now unionized, and the pu&sih'[lliy ol irrigation
system shutdowns arises due o labour

More dramatic changes may be in store for irrig;mnn
users and others, indirectly. Water translers from
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Alberta’s northern rivers to the dry south have already
been proposed to ease demand Changing weather pat-
terns have been predicted by many leading American
meteorologists — patterns that indicate above normal
temperatores for North America. Several schemes have
also heen put lorward, proposing the use ol sewage 1o
fertilize the dry lands of east-central Alberta. Effluent
from the cities could be ransported by pipeline to users
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Like the early surveys undertaken by Palliser and Hector,
many of the above noted plans are in their preliminary
stages, but it is likely that the development and expan-
sion of irrigation schemes will play a major role In
Alberta's future.

It would be to the delight of the early proponents of
irrigation, men who were often scoffed al as dreamers —
men such as Pearce, Bone and Dennis — that delegations
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DISASTER AT FRANK

Telegraph keys clacked, but the messages were garbled. Something terrible had happened
at the coal mining town of Frank in the Alberta section of the Crowsnest Pass, but exactly
what happened was not very clear.

. 14908, & stupen.
teus roar broke the sflence high up ﬂm lace of Turtle
Mountain abave the little coal mining town of Frank,

Alberta ' Qne hundred stcands [aler, an estimaled

TO,000,000 toas of lunestone had slipped off the mountain

and cascaded Into/the Crowsiest Vallay Below. Tle rock,

gweeping down the mountan, compressed the ale before
it mto &n invisible solid wall, snapping off trees and splin-
tering houses hefore the rock itself arrived.

Ity these horlying seconds, men, women and chik
dren, asleep In those hiouses and tents, were hoeled hop
dreds of yards by the nightmarish onslaught of air and
rock: Those whiy happened Yo be awake could not know

IN fhe pre-dawn darkness of Aprit 20

exactly what was happening as the night became a deaf-
ening rodr of wind and crashing chunles of lmestone.

The Praspecior, & weekly newspaper published In
nearby Fort Steale, British Columbia, did nol report on
the disaster untll May 2, even though it had recetved
news ol the calamlly the same day It ocourred. However,
those first reportd, commented the newspaper, “were
wildl, vague and contradictory.

“The firs! reporl was Lhal a voleanie aruption had
nocurred and that the town had been buried by an
avalanche of eruptive rock and ashes. Then came & sec-
ond report that the disaster was due to an explosion of
a5 in the mine, and that.the whote lace of Turtle moun-

This grim sceite shows the damege to @ rew of miner's honses the morning ofter the disastrons Frank siide. Only the rup:
tured rool of the Alexandor Leftel: hame shows fo the Tl

(Teeset] Reneaed minirs Bidmg taken [o fown by wagon. Tartle Mountain is (s the beckyrouad,







58 Frantier Devs In Alberta

= Alex Grahem's Home




overlooking the town had been blown out, and the
er part of the town with all its Inhabitants buried
ath the debris.”
The town had come into being soon after a prospec-
. Henry Pelletler, discovered coal near the base of
Turtle Mountain in the summer ol 1900. Pelietier later
sl his claim Lo Sam Gebo, who contacted a friend, Hon,
Frank, ol Butte, Montana, for money lo develop the
Frank, a bearded and flamboyant entrepreneur
prided himself on getting things done quickly and in
A Blg way, began developing the mine In the spring of
01, Under his persuasion, a spur line was built from the
ian Pacllic Rallway (CFR) mainline across a bridge
ing Oldman River, and up to the tipple at the mine
smtrance. Office buildings, houses and a boarding house
soon erected and such was the progress of the new
that, by September, 1901, a 1,200-foot tunnel had
Been driven into the bowels of Turtle Mourtain '
The main adit was about 30 feet above river level, On
W= flats west of Gold Creek, the company erected 25 cot-
tages, a boardinghouse for single men and olfice bulld-
ings. That done the two partners, under the litle of
Canadian-American Coal Company, tried to attract busk
#ess to their town, topping off the campaign by throwing
@ great opening extravaganza on September 10, 1501.
“The CPR got Into the act,” wrote Harold Fryer in
Alberta: The Pioneer Years, “by runining a special passen-

ger train In from Lethbridge with round-rip tickets cost-
Ing $2.25 from Lethbridge, $1.40 from Macleod and a
mere six bits from Pincher Creele H.L. Frank missed the
train that was to bring him from Spokane but, in his usual
flamboyant style, hired a locomotive and caught up with
the train al Moyle, B.C, Some 1400 people showed up for
that blowoul in Frank, Included were Fred Haultain,
Premier ol the Northwest Territories and Clifford Sifton,
Minister of the Interior in Prime Minister Wilfred
Laurler's cabinet. Everyone gorged to stupefaction on a
huge dinner that was climaxed by two tons of fruit and
ice eream brought in from Spokane.”

With Frank urging them on, the mine crew continued
to forge deeper into the mountain, ripping out seams of
coal from 10 to 12 feet wide in order to reach their objec-
tive of 1,000 tons a day, By the spring of 1903 they were
mare than 5,000 feet into the mountain.

Not to be outdane, and in keeping with the mine's
progress the lown, which now boasted a population of
60D, had also laken on a new look with sidewalks, hitch-
ing racks and falsefronted buildings. It even had its own
electricity and water supply.

Frank also boasted four holels, two restaurants, a
post office, a two-story school, a newspaper called the
Frank Sentinel, a branch of the Union Bank of Canada, a
combination grocery and furniture store, a liguor store,
and a ladies’ wear store. There were doctors, a dentist, a

—

(Above) Althowgh upright, the Bansemer house was badly damaged by the siide. The men in front of it are standing oa the

*I‘. —l,

rubbie which buried the Clark house, klling Mrs. Clark and her six children, Mr. Clark was also killed when the slide

demolished the mine tipple.

{Opposite page) An overfiead drawing of the town of Frank and the depastating avalanche of April 29, 1903,

Frovitver Days in Alberia 59



lawyer and insurance agent, There was a new hall, com-
plete with stage and piano for concerts and dances, And
there was a one-cow dairy. Business lots sold for $400 1o
$600, while residential lots went for $250 and up. Frank
seamed destined for hooming prosperity, for, in less than
three years, Il had become a respectable little frontier
town ministering to the miners, their [amilies, (he neigh-
bouring ranchers and logging camps.

Then came the fateful night of April 29, 1903.

The freight train from Macleod, with engineer Ben
Murgatroyd at the throttle, wound its way slowly up the
grade from Passburg to Frank with fireman Bud Lahey
shavelling coal into the hungry firebox. To the rear,
Conductor Henri Pettit checked his orders again while
the brakemen, Sid Choquette and Bill Lowes, lounged
half-asleep on their seats in the gondola.

Arriving al the Frank station, Pettit checked with T.B.
Smith, the agent, and learned thal the Spokane Flyer,
which plled between Lethbridge and Spokane, was an
hour-and-a-hall late due to a snowstorm between Frank
and Macl.ead. This meant that t would not arrive until
4:30 am,, and so the freight would have to stay on the
siding until the Flyer passed. In the meantime there was
work to be done.

With the train parked on the siding, the engine and
crew continved to the mine where they were to pick up a
number ol coal cars. After these were hooked Lo the
engine near the mine tipple, the two brakemen stopped
for a moment Lo talk with the weigh-scale man, Tashigan,
and two miners, Alex Clark and Fred Farrington, who had
come out of the mine al 4 a.m, to eal their lunches.

Later, when the coal cars were coupled to the rest of
the train, engineer Murgalroyd and the brakemen
switched again to the spur line to spot one lone car.
There, they saw Tashigan and the two miners still eating
their lunches. Choguette set the car's brakes, unhooked
it, and the engine rolled slowly down the tracks (oward
the mine bridge with the two brakemen {ollowing along-
side on foot o work some warmth into their chilled bod-
ies. It was then thal a huge rock came down the moun-
tain from high in (he blackness ahove

Murgatroyd, hearing the rumble and sensing danger,
velled at the two men and opened the throtile wide. With
the extra steam, the big Mogul engine leaped ahead with
wheels screaming against Lhe steel rails. Alerted by the
engineer s shout, the brakemen leaped for the handrall
just as the engine spurted ahead. High above them a
great roar drowned out the sound of the first falling boul-
der, and 70,000,000 tons of limestone swept down from
Turile Mountaln, driving a wall of Ireezing alr belare t.

The avalanche of rock swept over the mine entrance,
wiping it off the map. It then crashed Into the mine tipple,
killing Tashigan, Clark and Farrington, A fraction ol a sec-
ond later it hurtled into the blacksmith shop and the lone
rallway car, both of which ended up two miles away on
the far side of Lhe valley. Seconds alter the engine
cleared the wooden bridge, rocks hit the bridge and top-
pled it into Oldman River. By Lhe lime Lhe splintered
structure settle in the water, the rocks were well on thelr
way across the valley.

Ahead of the rock, the solid wall of freezing air
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smashed cottages and shacks into kindling wood and car-
ried their ocenpants hundreds of yards before the follow-
ing avalanche of limestone buried many of them forever,
One boulder, estimated 1o weigh 500 lons, came to rest in
the town liself but did ilitle damage. Such was the
momentumm of the slide thal It swept across two miles of
llatland and some ol It wenl 500 leet up the opposite
slope. And all this happened in 100 seconds.

In the aftermath of choking dusl thal rose above (he
slide and humg like a pall over the devastalion, lhose
townspeople who were lucky enough to have homes
beyond the slide began searching for survivors among
the wrecked houses, some of which had been set afire by
upset stoves and space heaters. It seemed impossible
that anyone caught in the path of the slide could stil] be
alive, bul there were survivors. Although their home was
demolished, Sam and Lucy Ennis and their four children
somehow escaped. When rescuers freed the family, along
with Mrs, Ennis’ brother, who had been sleeping in a
room al the back of the house, they lound an unexpecied
house guest. “Mrs. Johkn Walkins, who had been sound
asleep In her home next door to the Ennig’, had been
somehow fung from her bed and into the Ennis home
when her home was crushed. She was sulfering from
shock and internal injurles and was bleeding from dozens
of rock splinters, but she lived 1o tell of her escape. Her
two teenage children likewise escaped, as did a younger
daughter named Fernie. Altogether 23 people emerged
from the rubble *

Many were found serlously injured; many others
were dead. Alex Leitch, his wife and (heir four sons were
all killed; but their two older danghters had survived,
trapped In bed by a beam. The baby daughter Marion,
however, was missing. Later it was learped thal she had
been thrown from (he upper parl of the house and had
made a miraculous landing on a bale of hay thal belore
the slide had been at a livery stable hali a mile away. The
body of Fred Farrington, one of the three who had been
eating lunch al the mine tipple, was blown almost a quar-
ter of a mile from the tipple by the air blast. Those of his
two companions, Clark and Tashigan, were never loml,
Of the 76 persons that were missing, only 12 bodies were
eventuaily recovereql.

Al first It seemed impossible that anyone in the mine
itsell could have survived. Although no mining was car-
ried out at night, there was & 20iman mainlenance crew
in the mine when disaster struck. Farrington, Clark and
Tashigan were outside and were killed. The remaining 17
were scaltered throughoul the mine when they fell the
whole mountain shudder just alter 4 a.m. One, Jog
Chapman, was caught in a blast of alr rushing along the
tunnel and slammed heavily into the rock wail, Hali-
stunned, he struggled to his leet and headed Tor the mine
entrance almost a mile away, Another, Dan McKenzie,
wis some three-quarters of a mile Inside when he oo,
was knocked llal Like Chapman, dazed bul determined,
he picked himsell up and managed o continue on

Eventually, all ol the men reached what had once
beeu the mine entrance, only to {ind it hopelessiy
blocked by hundreds of feel of debris, After a hrried
consultation, all but one. Bill Warrington, whose leg was




injured, ran to the lower level hoping to find a means ol
escape. However, Il was nol Lo be; the lower tunnel was
rapldly lilling with water from the now dammed Oldman
River.

Their Immediate hopes dashed, the men trudged
back to the matn entrance lor another look, trusting that
it was nol as hopeless as it had first seemed. To their dis.
may, they realized that escape In this direction was
impossible. Suddenly they became aware of another seri
ous prablem: IF the shalts thal supplied air 1o he lower
mine were sealed, their supply of air would soon be gone.
There was also the possibility of gas pockets escaplng
into the air and louling il Reallzing that they were facing
a deadly calamity, three of the men lost little time in
climbing 300 feet up ladders to an old worked-oul section
to investigate. When they reached their oblective, thelr
worst lears were realized; (he alr shalts were Indeed cuw
olt,

While those three men were scaling he ladiders, oth
ers wenl back to where they had 1efl their tools. Once the
precious picks and shovels had been retrieved, they
began the hearthreaking task of trying to dig themselves
out. It was not until some (ime had passed that one of the
men recalled that a narrow seam of coal ran upwards (o

A general piew of the Frank slide in Aagast, 1951,

the outside of the mountain, close enough lor them to dig
Lo freedom, Spurred on by this new hope, the men sel Lo
work lunnelling upwards. Since only three miners counld
work Lhe parrow seam al a time, they worked In relays,
grimly aware thal the supply ol iresh air was slowly but
surely duninishing.

For 12 long, backbreaking hoors the men tolled grim-
ly with pick and shovel. Bul with each fool ol space
gained, a corresponding amount of faith and optimism
were lost. By live o'clock In the alternoan, all but Dan
McKenzie and two companlons sal or leaned against the
walls, exhausted and ullerly dejected, lesling their lask
was fulile, Bul, as Is oflen Lhe case when their own lives
are at stake, men achieve exceptional feats of determina-
tion and endurance So it was with those three men, for
thelr perseverance proved lo be their salvation.
McKenzie's pick finally drove through the coal into day-
light. It was the first natural light thal they had seen lor
hours and all breathed deeply of the clean fresh air

The breakihroogh seemed like a godsend to the des-
perate men and soon a hole big enpugh to crawl through
had been chipped out of the coal seam. However, they
were not free yet. Loose rock and boulders were silll
crashing down, making escape {oo dangerous to contem-
plate. But at least they now knew thal they were no
longer Irapped — it was just 8 matier of (lme and they
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would be free. They began driving another shafl up
through 40 feet of mixed coal and clay with a newlound
strength and eagerness. Finally, some 13 hours alter
being entombed, they emerged from the mounlain
behind a ledge of solid rock thal protected them Irom the
fiying chunks and boulders of limestone,

Once free of the black dungeon, Lhe miners stared
aghast at the devastation below, Far in the distance, men
were scramhiing over rocks and boulders frantically
searching for survivors in the debris. Then, 60 or 70
vards below and to the lell, McKenzie saw a number of
men grouped around the spol where the mine entrance
kiad been. Not having been notlced by the would-be res-
cuers, McKeozie let out a shoul thal caused the men
below Lo look up In astonishment. Then In a wild frenzy,
mnd disregarding thelr own salety, they scrambled reck-
iessly among the still falling rocks Lo greel the miners
whom they had presumed dead.

For Bill Warrington, however, the joy of the meeting
was briel He could see that the place where his house
had stood was burled under tons of limestone, and the
expression on other men's faces was all the prool he
peeded that his worst fears were realized. His wife, three
children and his good Iriend Alex Dixon, had been swepl
fnto oblivion.

Despite the disaster, the town of Frank did not die,
although for a time the residents did move away. Nine
ihays aiter the slide the moontaln seemed to have stabi-
lized and Premier Haultain announced that residents
could return to their homes and businesses, Thanks to
luspector Primrose and his troops, there had been no
baoting. The mine reopened and remained in operation
amlil 1917 when il was no longer competitive.

For a town thal had faced a disaster ol such magni-
fude, Frank continued o have a carefree and boisterous
existence, Throughout most of its lile It was a riproaring
silning town in the most literal sense. || grew to a boom-
gy town of 8, where hotel bars stayed open until the
early morning hours and one banker reportedly slept in
Bis bank with four revolvers near the head of his bed,

Inaded and ready for action. There were murders, 0o,
nol the least of which was that of Monte Lewis, ane of the
mary prostitutes wha plled their trade ia Frank,

The murder eccurred one night in November, 1501,
Constable Martin of the NWMP was patrolling his beal
when he noticed a light streaming from an open door of
the house occupied by Monte Lewis. That seemed
strange to him for it was lale, long past the hour when
even ladies ol the night like Monte had retired, When
there was no reply Lo his knock, Martin decided lo look
inside. “Like most policemen,” wrote Harold Fryver, "he
was nal a complete stranger to violenl crime, but he cer-
tainly was not prepared for this one. The bedroom was
splattered from floor to celling with blood; on the bed lay
the remalns of Monte Lewis, who had been fiendishly
mutilated by dozens of stab wounds and her skull frac-
tured by what must have been a prolonged and savage
beating.”

A motive for the murder was never discovered, Some
suspected robbery, since a diamond necklace and ear-
rings were missing. Others suspecled it was revenge,
pointing the finger al a man named Max Pylyezul, who
lived with Monte for a time. Pylyczul was apprehended
and tried on May 7-8, 1908, But when witness Sam Ching
could not positively 1dentity Pylyczul as the person he
saw leaving Monie's house on the night of the murder, he
was acquitted. To this day, Lthe murder has not been
solved.

Today, with approximately 180 residents, Frank is
but a shell of its tormer self. But 1l seems In Nitle danger
of further decline, for it has a couple of stores, service
stallons and a husy motor inn, and the aftermath of the
disastrous slide is now a tourlst attraction.

It will never be known just how many people per-
ishied in the massive slide, for men drilted in an out of
Frank every day. Ner did anyone know the number of
men who were employed al the rallway construction
camp because all records and the camp liself were wiped
out. However, it was learned that at least 16 men, women
and children lost thelr lives.

3 What triggered the shide will torever
remain a mysiery, There was no earth-
quake reported, nor had any explosions
heen sel off within the mine that night.
There was, however an old Indlan legend,
handed down lrom generation lo genera-
tion, and also familiar to the early trap-
pers and ranchers in that part of the coun-
try, that Indians would never camp near
the hase of “The Mountain That Walieed.”
They insisted that the mountain had been
rumbling and moving since the dawn of
history, anid was to be avoided at all
times. Fiction or fact the legend became a
reality on the night of Aprll 28,1903, w

(Left) A general olew of Turtle Mountain,
showing the slide that wiped out part of
Frank. Alberta.

(Below] Headstone of Dennis Epnis, one of
the surieurs of the Frank slide,
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major galeway to the Canadian Rockles since 1883,
Canmore was one ol the most colourful mining
towns in Canada. The coal mining operation, which sus-
talied the town, closed down In 1979 It was a victim of
Japan’s disappearing steam coal market; a development
which lirst became apparent soon after the Second
Warld War, when the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR)
switched from steam Lo diesel locomotives
The leap Irom historic mining town o a tourist
altraction has seen the town's population double since
1966 to more than 3,000, Of these, certalhly some of s
older residents musl| think back to the days when
Canmore's mixed ethnic population, drawn from the coal
producing areas of the world, made # a minlature League
of Nations. Each working day the miners rode mine cars
In the working face, two and a hall miles under the Three
Sisters mountain, ane of the mast beantiful peaks in the
Canadian Rockies,

I OCATED 60 miles west of the Calgary city limils, the

In the hundred years of coal mining in Western
Canada, operational and equipment changes came slow-
ly. Working below ground was a physical challenge that
demanded strength and agility to meet production, to
slay alive and lo prevent accidenis. After (he coal was
loosened by shots of dynamite, it was loaded by two-man
leams into coal cars. These two-ton cars were Lhen
pulled to the tipple at the surface on steel cables, where
the rock was hand sorted, Finally, the coal clattered
down & chute and Into rallroad cars for shipment.

The mine supplied its own steam locomotive, affec-
lionately called the “old goal,” to pull the cars o the CPR
yard, two miles from the mine. To Canmore school chil-
dren the engineer, lireman and switchman were herpes.
For the boys, stealing a ride on the “old goat” was a con-
stant challenge. Fortunately, over the years, only one ol
Ihe daring youngsters received a minor mishap — a two-

iinch cut Vo a kmee when he foolishly reached for a school

book that he had tﬂt_ﬂpm.Tuény the old eEme isa




choice working exhibit at Calgary’s Heritage Park, where
it does duty drawing sightseeing cars

The Hrst crew, consisting of nearly a hundred
Chinese oulside mine surface workers, was recruited
from the gangs Lhat had helped construct CPR trackage
through the area. They lived In a long barn-ike building
at the wine-site. Each Chinese had his own cubicle, much
like a prison cell withoul the steel bars, but lacking the
comlorts of today's jails. Due to the federal immigration
laws of that cra, there were no Chinese women in the
group, Occasionally a prostitute would be sneaked Into
their large living quarters, where she did a land-office
business. In return, she brought some needed physical
anid psychological relief to the Chinese workers,

Each man cooked his own meals and atlended to his
own laundry and housekeeping. On rare occaslons, in

groups ol three (o five, [he men would flind relaxation by
walking in single e and alking in their native sing-song
language, None of the Chinese were interested in sport
actlvitles; It being rumonred among the white residents
that their “slow reflexes” made contact and action sports
an impossibility, Instead, they spent much of their time
playing fan tan, other Chinese gambling games and black-
Jack.

Wage disputes and demands lor belter working con-
ditions gave the Canmore miners many sirlles and work
stoppages, Some lasted only weeks, others dragged on
lor months, One of the larger shuldowns was terminated
by & mounted paliceman’s horse.

In a final, drastic bid to bring management info line,
50 miners' wives had decided to prevent the men who
warked the air and water pumps lrom entering Lhe mine

(Right} The coal
mining opern:
tien al Canmore,
Alberta,

{left) Mine res-
cur légm compel
ing al sporls
day, Canmore,
July I, 1823, The
hospital is in the

background,

{Below) A group
hawving o meaf
outside a log
hoase in
Canmaore.
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Meir plan was simple and they chose a perfect site for
thetr demonstration, a polnl where Lhe narrow wagon
road passed betwesn two 20-oot-high rocks near the
entrance to the mine

The women reasoned Lhat They could stop the sarly.
marnlng, non-union shift, who were escorted by [our
RCMP officers, from going to work. The women planned
to block access by squatting o the roadway in full belief
Lhat there would be no violence.

When Lhe police escori Hirst approached the homan
blockade. there was a *Mezican Stand OIL" The corporal
in charge then halted his men and rode lorward Lo inform
the women that unless Lhey allowed the workers Lo
repor! lor work, the mine, in a few lowrs, would be a
“dead working” — fooded and filled with peisonous
yases,

Bul the women wer® adamanl and refused o move
from the roadway. The corporal’s horse moved slowly to
within a few leel of the squatling demonstrators, Uen
reared] so suddenly that the rider was nearly thrown from
the saddle. The women, fearing that they were aboul 1o
be trampled, screamsd and ran. The day was saved and
the strike was seltled withina weele

In any mining town the members of the mine rescue
team were a very lmportant parl of the community.
Rescue three miles underground, while the grinding and
groamng of 4 weakened roofl signalled another cavedn,
was a job for the brave, the sirong and the skilled. The
members were thoroughly professional and trained 1o
answer any decident situation, They were also guallfied
to the highes| standards of the 3¢ Johin Ambulance
Sociely. Canmore leams were highly devoted 1o dity,

-
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public service and the welfare of miners, and saved many
lives and won their share of awards In Canadian anmnual
competitions,

The first rescue station was housed in a converted
CPR passenger coach. The men were equipped with
resuscitalors, called “pull motors” in the ploneer days,
and various poriable gear lor use at the surface and deep
In the mine

As perhaps, this daring occupation would indicate,
coal miners are gamblers. Thus it's nol surprising that i
was a 550 bet by a Chinese worker that earned the name
Chinaman's Peak for one of the highest mountains over-
looking Caninore.

The man bragged that he could leave the floor of the
valley, climb to the top of the mountain, and be back to
the starting point in six hours. 1@ was the 10 to one odts
against him that lnspired the challenge Lo altempt to
become the first person (o climb the mountain.

The test started al dawn on a line Sunday sumimner
morning. It was two hours belore the climber reached
the timber line and came into view of the entire popula-
tion ol Canmore. His progress to the top was then
observed through a single telescope and, throughout the
gruelling race, side bets were placed by the abservers.

The interest was highest when the climber was losi
to view aller he rounded a rock outeropping Then he sig-
nalled {rom the mountaintop with a white sheet (that flut-
tered from the peak for many years, a challenge and a
guide to other ¢climbers}), The Chinese climber then
returned to Canmore, winning the gruelling contest with
20 minutes to spare.

Unfortunately, there were only two career opportuni-
ties available to young people In the early days of

Cammore, For the girls | was marriage; lor the boys it
was 4 job n the mines. The objectlve of the boys was (o
serve as rock pickers on the Upple and then Lo go umder-
ground as miners, with their father, brothers, uncles or a
friend of the family; “once a miner always a miner,” was
the beliet in those days.

Marriages played a very important social fuetion in
Canmore. The normal wedding celebration, especially for
the families that had imuizgrated from the Ukraine, was a
several day evenl. Three or more privale homes were
used lor the nuptials — one for Lhe drinking, another for
the leasting and a third for the dancing.

Dancing with the bride was a highlight ol mos! of the
weddings and guite a money raiser. Each guest who
dunced with the ever-willing bride marked the honour by
dropping money into a collection pot, usually a large bak-
ing dish or washtub, The more popular the newlvwids,
{he more money they collected.

When the guests became overcome by liquor, food
or exhaustion, they simply cxcused themselves and wenl
home for a rest. They later returned, reflreshed, to the
biridal party.

One of Canmore's most successful weddings had an
unusual start when the groom spoke his “ do® at the
wrong e in the ceremony. He spoke his line loudly and
clearly when the minister sald, “Is there any person in
this assembly that knows any good reason why this cou-
ple should not be upited in holy matrimony?"

Despite the groom’s *| do," the ceremony, after an
embarrassing pause, continued as scheduled. Recently,
the couple celehrated 65 vears ol happily married life.

Twice each year, on Christmas Eve and July 1, the
Canmaore coal miners hosted the two largest parties of
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the year. The Christmas party, held in the large Miner's
Unlon Hall, was the most spectacular and always plaved
1o a packed andience. The guests were all children up 1o
17 years of age, The enterfainment consisted of acts per-
formed by e youngsters,

The star was Santa Claus. For many years the part
was played by holstman Bob Humter, who spoke with a
brogue that deceived none of the guests. Each year he
clalmed that he had arrived, alter much difficulty, in a
sled drawn by reindecr, The children heard the sielgh
bells, but they never saw the sled. Nevertheless, they
never doubled his word

There were 17 seleclions of gifts, one lor eacl age.
purchased at cost from the company store

The Dominlon Day party was an all-ages sports day
which began with a decarated loat parade and lool races
and terminated with baseball and soccer games, [{ was a
day of unlimited ice cream, solt drinks and candy for (he
children,

“Indian Days,"” a tourist attraction staged annually in
Banil, 15 miles lo the west, lor many years had a preview
showing at Canmore. The Indians travelled by horses
from the Morley ludian Reserve and made their overnight
stop near Canmore. Il was always a speclacular, action-
packed scene; Lthe teepees being pitched, the squaws
cooking meals over open fires, the white and Indlan chil
dren standing In litle groups, cying sach other shyly,
then playing together.

Occasionally a miner would buy a liorse fram ong of
the Indians, a transaction that often ended In a loss to
the buyer, The pony, on the first occasion thal Il was
[ree, would start the jong trek back to the Indian reserve.
Not a single stray was ever recoversd.

Trade helween the whites and Lhe Indlans was made
in cash lor buckskin objects, beadwork and artifacts,
Each winter, some of the Canmore school leachers lfound
the pungent odour of hand-made moccasins offensive

For the early coal miners the only shopping centre
was (he |large Canmore Coal Company gen-
eral store. Purchase books against the
earnings of the miner was the rule and
made bookkeeping simple. Workers drew
the purchase books al the mine office in
denominations of $10 and $20, which was
charged to their next pay.

Under this system some miners, espe-
clally those with large families, could go
for years without handling cash. When a
miner's purchases al the company store
was greater than his earnings, his pay slip
would show what they called "goose
eges,” ar a minus sign, on the botiom line.

Sport was a high priority activity n
Canmore. Even In the distant days of
seven-man hockey the local team was
rated by the dally press as "among the

{Oppasite page) A view of Canmore and H.W
MeNeil Company's brass band, c1300. The
Cammore Qpera Honse (s on extreme right.
{Right) The Conmore hockey team in F929.

best In western Canada.” For seven conseculive years the
Canmore Miners won the Western Capadian Senlor
Hockey Championship.

The mosl spectacular and colourful games in the
early davs were those played o a league consisting ol
Bantf, Bankhead (a long abandoned mining town) and
Canmore. The contests were always crucial, fast, skilled
ant] often bratal. No guarler was asked and none was
giverw

All league games were played on open-air, uncovered
rinks, olten in below zero weather. Banff had the best ice
surface, a rink located on a backwater of the Bow River,
less than o hundred yards from the centre of town and
the zoo. Olten the cheering of the (renzied fans was
drummed ol by the roar ol the caged animals, as they
serenaded the moon and 1he pasaing CPR trains.

The most aclive fans were women, many of whom
thought it fun and falr game to hit opposing players with
clubs and pick-axe handles when they came into mnge. In
the late 1930s, Canmore supplied many of the star play-
ers for he Faclfic Coast, then the National, hockey
leagues,

Canmore had (he first medicare plan in Canada, dat-
ing back to the 18905, The project was operated through
the company, the miners having 31 a month deducted
fram their bi-monthly wages. The plan provided lor a
doctor, & nurse and a lour-betl hospllal,

in the 19208, just belore the stock market crash that
heralded the depression, Canmore became the first cen-
tre in Canada to provide free achool supplies and text-
books to students. It was & natural breakthrough, The
Canmore Coal Company, as property owners, paid the
major share ol the taxes and the majority of the school
board members were miners, There was no dissenting
vote agains! the resolution.

It was a windlall that ensured each student of a high
school education and meanl thal the best ol each class
had an vpportonity for university education E
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ON Trl&
SASICATCELE AN

When considering Canada’s marine history it hardly seems likely that the two landlocked
provinces, Alberta and Saskatchewan, would have a contribution to make. But they do.
And the very unlikelihood of the accounts make the telling all the more colourful.




ment, inland rivers were Lhe main highways of trans-

portatton. Explorer, lur trader, missionary, Hudson's
Bay Company (HBL) entrepreneur, North Wesl Mounted
Palice, and seltler alike found these natural waterways
Ihe swiltest means of forglng westward.

On the prairies, the principal river thoroughfare was
the Saskatchewan Rlver with lis twin branches, the Morth
Saskatchewan and the South Saskalehewan. Both branch
e5 lound their source In the Rockies, the North
Saskatchewan winding its way up past Fort Edmonton
and across to Fort Pitt, Battielord, and Carlton House
{just east ol present-day Prince Albert). The South
Sagkalchewan joined it there from it course Through
Medicine Hal and up past 1he new Temperance Colony of
Saskatoon. East of Carlton House the {wo converged to
become one mighily walerway, coursing up through the
plctiuresgue lake counlry, past Cumberland House, The
Pas, Grand Rapids, and on down Yo Lake Winnipeg,

Westbound travellers, upon reaching Winnipeg,
eould journey by boat up the Red River to Lake Winnipeg
where there was clear sadling north untll Grand Rapids,

[N the 2arly davs of Canadian exploration and develop-

the seven-mile-long obstacle course that separated the
lake from the Saskaichewan River highway. For years (he
Grand Raplds were negotiated by arduous portage until
the early 1880s when the Northwest Navigation Company
(NNC) had a 12-mile roadway built to circumvent them,
This enabled [reight and passengers to be transported by
team from lakedfront to river-boal,

By the time the Grand Raplds roadway was bullt.
steamboal trave! on the Saskalchewan was well estab-
lished. Recognizing the linmense ecanomlc potentlal in
sutch a venture, the HBC, the NNC, and other ¢orporate
and private entreprencurs of the day had launched whole
lleets of sleam-powered river-boats to service Lhe “preal
Northers trade” thal was expaniing and {lourishing with
the settllement of the West. Between the carly 1880s and
1908, as many as 15 fully operational steamers of the
Mississippl river-boal varlety plied 1he waters of the
Saskatchewan River

It was & seasonal trade, lotally dependent upon
spring thaw and winter freeze-up. In the [all boats were
drawn up on the riverbank for the winter and re-
launched as soon as the ice went aut In the spring. The

:E-JQ‘:L!.T!; Bina

{Aboce} The Albertn ander canstruction of Wodicine Hat,
(Left) The City of Medicioe Hat about to depart with a load of tourists.
{Belni) The Mlonow abou! to be lnurched al Medicine Hatin 1854,
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first trip of the year was usually made on high water,
river levels being swelled by spring run-ofl. Laler in the
season thawing snow cover in the Rocky Mountains
would cause a second surge,

Though river travel under spring conditions had s
own hizards, there were just as many problems later on
in the season. The Saskatchewan River, known for its
capriciousness, seemed delermined lo challenge its
would-he navigators,

Seething waters well worlly of the “swill current”
meaning of the river's Indlan name, unpredictable water
levels, treaclierous rapids, hidden shoals and shifting
sandbars, all demanded navigational skills and an exper-
tise ane would hardly expect to find In a landlocked part
ol the glebe But the wave of immigration had brought an
unlikely blend of characters to the prairies. Among them

and in i, the silhouette of & man. Following the light, the
traveller found an old sallor living in & sod house, The
soaman, used to going below to his cabin, had placed the
oo of his sod shack on the rool It was his custom to go
“on deck” for one last look at the weather before turning
m for the night. In so doing he spared the lile of 3 losi
wanilerer,

Perhaps even more surprising than the ready supply
of campetent navigalors was Lhe presence of boal yards
on the prairies, A thriving operation was situated In
Midicine Hat

The first steamer said to have been buill west of the
Red River was the Haroness, a slern-wheel paddle steam-
er constructed in 1883 at Coal Banks (later renamed
Lethbridge) for the North West Coal and Navigation
Company {(NWC&ENC), It was owned by Elliot Galt and

were ship's captains and seasoned
seafaring men Nol everyone under-
stood their Idiosyncrasies.

Une story tells of a German s2a
captain who owned a homestead on
the prairies hesides an alkali lake.
Nelghbours hinted that some dark
secrel had driven him so far from
the seq

Anocther story came from a
traveller who became |lost on the
prairies one night. After wandering
for hours he chanced 1o see a light

(Right) The Minnow and Barouess
dacked beside the rallway bridge af
Medicine Hat in 1884

(Beloiw) The HBC e Northeole.
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financed by his father, Sir Alexander Gall. Buill mainly of
timber fram the Porcupine Hills to the west, the hull was
foated down the Oldman River 0 Medicine Hat where it
was fitted with hollers and engines shipped by rail from
Fittshurg.

When navigation season opened in the spring of
1884, Galt's NWC&ENC had three Alberta-bulll steamers,
the Baroness, Alberta, and Minnow, and 25 barges ready
to transport coal dows the Oldman and South
Saskatchewan rivers o Medicine Hat for stockpiling and
dispersal to points beyond. Sir Alexander Galt's personal
account reveals how unreliable that particular part of the
river route could be;

“in 1884 I wailed al Medicine Hat for water until alter
the twenty-fourth of May, and by the 28 ol June our hoats
and barges were tied up for the season.” The following
year the company buill a narrow-gauge railroad to move
their coal between the two centres,

However, Gall's coal lleet steamboats did nol fade
into obiscurity just yet. They were to play a noteworthy
— Il dutdous — rale tn the militla's campaign againsi
Louis Riel in the 1885 Rebellion.

As Bruce Peel writes In his book Steamboats on the
Saskotchewan: "When (he second Riel Rebellion broke
oul at Batoche on the South Saskatchewan in March,
1885, the river steamers were still in their winter quar-
lers. Three vessels ol the Winnipeg and Western
Transportation Company were in the Prince Albert area
The previous fall the Marguis and the Manitoba had been
run into the mouth of the Sturgeon River five miles west
ol Prince Albert. The North West was drawn up on the
bank in the town itsell.”

The Northcote, the Winnipeg Company’s remaining
viessel was on the bank in Medicine Hat. So were the Galt
ships: the Baroness, Albertg, and Minnow,

Since the vessels beached at Prince Albert were
behind enemy lines, they were of litlle use to the militla
So General Middleton wired a directive from Lhe fran
asking that a crew be sent al once Lo Medicine Hat to
man the Northcote and start her down river with soldiers
and supplies for the reliel of Batlleford. The three steam
ers and 20 coal barges owned by Gall were chartered to
fallow with 350 tons of war supplies.

Middleton's strategy called lor coinciding his assault
on Batoche with the arrival of the Northcote, so he
delayed his march for lour days — unwisely, at it turned
aut, The telp ta the front, which Captain Segers had esti-
mated would take four days, took 14 Lower than normal
waler levels were the reason, and as a result the
Northeote spenl mare hours aground than afloat. In a sin-
gle day, it was stranded no fewer than 11 times. On each
vecasion the troops aboard had to shiff cargo between
the steamer and the lwo barges Il was lowing o reduce
draught and allow the vessel to manoewvre off the shoal,

Frustrated with the slow progress of the Northcote,
Major-General Laurie, commandant of bases and lines of
supply, dispatched a message to the Minnow some dis-
tance 1o the rear, ordering it to steam down river (o the
yelagain stranded Novtfeote and take aboard the hospi-
tal surgeons, the Gatling gun, and munitions for the nine-
pounders, The nimble Minnow was to deliver them

posthaste to Genera! Middieton al Clark's Crossing.

Unfortunately, the Minnow's captain was guided by a
misplaced sense of responsibifity. His determination la
tow a barge loaded with 10) tons of pats belonging 1o a
customer slowed the boal's dramatically, and it
did not arrive at Clark’s Crossing until well after the
Northcole. Needless Lo say, (here were lew accolades (or
the Minnow or her caplain in thelr war efforts.

Since General Middleton's plan was Lo send the
Northeote down river Lo fire upon the rebel stronghold of
Batoche while his main body of troops attacked from
land, the steamer had to be made defensible against mus-
ket fire. To achieve this, a double casing of two-inch
planking (from Cabriel Dumont's stable) was used to
armour plate the lower deck. As well, the pool table from
Dumont’s “stopping-place” was taken aboard to be
employed as a shield for the soldiers — an acl that was
to cause General Middleton embarrassment later when
the Canadian Parliament accused him of countenancing
pillage.

Despite these extra precautions, Bruce Peel relates,
when the batlle was joined. “It was lound thal the hall
inch thick wood of the boat's superstructure did not stop
tuillets. The invalid soldiers i the cabins had to roll out
of thelr bunks and place mattresses and bolslers against
the walls. The pilot house was the most exposed position
of all, and it was toward this control centre that lhe
rehels directed much of thelr fire”

The Northeote was Lo co-ordinate her progress on the
river with the militia's attack on land and create a diver-
sion Lo allow the militia a frontal attack on the Metis.
Unfortunalely, the caplaln was unable to control his
steamboal, encumbered as [t was by 11 two loaded side
barges. The currenl swepl Lhe hoal down river more
quickly than planned and when it rounded the river bend
above Baloche, it was met with a barrage ol rebel lead
from both sides of the river,

Adding to the dilemma were two lerry cahles span-
ning the river immediately ahead. At Dumont's order, the
rebels began Lo lower the heavy cable in the hope of foul-
ing the Northcote's progress. The pllot, belleving their
only chance to escape was to break the cable, ordered
“full steam ahead.”

Ohservers claimed the Northeote bounded fully 20
feet In the air when it struck the powerful hawser. The
cable hit the hurricane deck, shearing olf the top of the
wheelhouse and sending the smokestacks crashing onto
the deck. The disahled vessel continued downstream for
several miles, valianly returning the rebel's fire, belore
she was able to drop anchor and assess the damage.

It was discovered that the whistle — the Nortfcore's
ineans of signalling the hoat's position to General
Middleton — was down. It was the first thing to be

The military men on board wanted to turn back
upriver immediately Lo rejoin the battle, bul Captain
Segers was adamantly disinclined to expose himsell in
the unfortified wheelhouse again. Alter some persuasion,
the ship's carpenter agreed 1o go aloft and nall thicker
lumber to the outside, His reward was a rebel bullet in
the heel.
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Eventually the Northcote was sufficiently fortified to
suil the caplain and pilot, and she proceeded to the ren
dezvous in Batoche. She arrived to find Ihe village had
already fallen,

In the days that lollowed the skirmish, the Northcote
was able lo redeem hersell by evacuating the wournded
to the field hospital in Saskatoon. Perhaps most notable
among her passengers was (he rebel chiel, Louls Ried,
who spent the night aboard under heavy guard before
being transierred to trial and subsequent execution in
Regina.

At lts zenith, steamboat travel on the Saskatchewan
was a sophisticaled operation. Passengers loading at
every port of call along the river were offered the luxury
of cabins, saloons, and lavishly appointed dining-rooms.

(n April 30, 1881, the Winnipeg Dafly Times cartied a
detailed description of ane steamer, the City of Winnipeg.
‘aboul to embark on her malden voyage on the northwest
river system. The Ciy of Winnipeg measured an impres-
sive 190 feet in length, including the paddle wheel, and
was fitted with 10 more than the usual staterooms, each
with spring mattresses “for the increased comfort of the

rs," and a large convenlent washroom and bar-
bershop. As well, there were safely fealures like wider
suards and four-and-a-halbfoot rallings. A special facility
on hoard for shipping stock could accommodate a5 many
as 150 horses. All this, however, was eclipsed by the
amepities of wall-to-wall carpets, chandeliers, mamimoth
pler glass, and — a piano,

It 15 doubtful that the City of Medicine Hat, built some
25 year later, equalled the City of Winnpeg in splendour.
Nevertheless, she was touted as being the most modern
vessel of her kind in the West. Whal makes the City of
Medijcine Hat even more significant s the story of her
untimely demise and how that spelled the end to 4 mem-
orable era,

The City of Medicine Hat was buill In Medicine Hat on
the commission of Capl. HLH. Ross, a pioneer business-
man ant steamboat captain who had already made a
name for himself in the river boat husiness. Sleek and
irim; the 13Hoot stern-wheeler was designed expressly
for river navigation, and had a steaming lorce capacity of
125 h.p. Equipped with all the best In steam-power
machinery and the most modern fittings and farnishings,
the City of Medicine Hat had cost $30,000, The vessel
boasted 50 berths and was licensed o carry about 250
people, In keeping with the captain’s intention Lo run her
primarily as an excursion boat.

On this particuiar occaslon, however, the City of
Medicine Hat was carrying considerably less than a
capacity load. She had left her home port of Medicine Hal
on May 25, 1908, on a pleasure cruise and business trip
1o Winnipeg. In addition to her crew and five passengers,
she carrled a plentiful supply of provisions, hunting and
fishing equipment, and the 50 tons of coal needed 1o fuel
the ship's engines lor \he voyage, Messrs, H.C. Yulll and
W.B. Marshall, hieads ol the Medicine Hal Milling
Company were among the passengers. They were bring-
ing a considerable cargo of lour [rom their mill, some Lo
be used on the journey, the balance to be sold in
Wimnipeg. Alas, it was pever to arrive,
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The first week of the vovage had been unevenliul
The #M)-mile siretch down river 1o Saskatoon was Laken
in easy stages, sailing during the day and tying up each
night al points along the way. The steamer had spent the
night of June 6 tied up at the ferry tanding opposite
Hanley. The following morning the City of Medicine Hat
gol underway on the final leg of is journey Lo Saskatoon

I had been a long winter with plenty of snow and the
spring run-olf had swelled the South Saskatchewan River,
increasing its speed and the strength of its Now to a furl
ous pitch.

These conditions posed no threat to Captain Ross,
however. While he recognized the potential dangers, he
was a seasoned navigator, a German naval sea captain
who had made this same trip a hall dozen times by
steamer or canoe, His peers considered him one of the
most experienced river navigators in western Canada.

On this particular Monday morning, as they started
down river, Captaln Ross was keepiag a wary eye on the
leve] of the river, It had risen significantly since the day
before and the captaln well knew the problems they
eould encounter once they reached the city of Saskatoon
with (s several river-spanning bridges.

It was not y&t noon when they sighted the lirst
bridge, the Grand Trunk Pacific Rallway Bridge on the
western owtskirts of Saskaloon The closer they got, the
maore apparen! §t became thal the river was too high for
the City of Medicine Hat Lo pass safely underneath the
bridge.

Captain Ross steered the boat ashore and tied up
just above the bridge. They would walt there, he said,
until the water level dropped a foot or so. On his advice,
the passengers disembarked — wisely, as it turned oul —
and were driven downtown fully expecting to join up
with the strro-wheeler when she had safely negotiated all
three city bridges.

Instead of receding, however, the river rose higher,
Now il was a full six leet above (15 highes! mark of the
previous year. The currenl was running al a brisk elghi
to 10 m.p.h., creating a dangerously strong lorce,
Eventually Captain Ress calculated that by removing the
vessel's smokestack, she would be able 1o slip through
the 24doot space beneath the bridge and the water.

He was right. In the early afternoon a more strearn-
lined City of Medicine Hat cleared the rallway bridge and
proceeded eastward toward the heart of the city.

Near the powerhouse she tied up again while the
caplain personally went ashere 10 measure the space
under the second bridge, thal of the Canadian Northern
Railway, With only inches to spare, the City of Medicing
Hat passed beneath thal one, (oo,

Having successfully negotiated past the lirst two
bridges, it was Captain Ross's intention to sieer ashore
once agaln and take measurements of 1he linal obstacle,
the Victoria Street bridge. Nine months old almos! to the
day, It was Saskatoon's one and only tralfic and pedestri-
an bridge. But here the captain's careful plans went awry.

As the swill surging current of the South
Saskatchewan hurtled the stern-wheeler under the sec-
ond railway bridge, the boal had caughl on some tele-
phone wires spanning the river. The wires snapped and
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The wreck of the City of Medicine Hat on June 7, 1908

became entangled in the steering gear. Captain Ross,
who was personally manning the wheel, soon reallzed
the hoal was unmanageable. His only alternative was to
order full steam astern and hope they could run the boal
salely aground on the bank.

Bul alas, the curren! was too strong. Totally out of
control, the blg boat rammed into one of the new
bridge's heavy steel girders, She swung around wildly,
her stern slewing up and over Ihe base ol a nearby pier,
Far 4 few minutes she hovered upright, then the rshing
river keeled her over, Within seconds the waler of the
South Saskatchewan was strewn with bobbing bits of
hageage, lurniture and lile preservers.

The engineer dove inta the water, to surface a con-
stderable distance downstream The resl of [he crew
abandoned ship safely. Capiain Ross, vigilanl al his post
at the wheel, narrowly missed being crushed to death
when the wheelhouse snapped like dry kindling against
the steel bridge girders. Miraculpusly, no one was
injured.

It was said the danger of being seriously injured was
just as strong among the mass of spectators crowding
the pedestrian bridge thal alternoon as It was on the cap-
sized vessel For, at the height of the excitement a group
of cowboys came riding dJown Broadway Avenus running
a herd of cattle before them. Unahle o stop, Ihe animals
surged onto the bridge, foreing their way through the
crowi) and on 1o the other end of the span. Luckily, no
lives were lost there, either

Mere were losses ol another kind, however. The
coal-carrying barge being towed behind the City of
Medicine Hai capsized during the collision, spilling its

entire 50400 cargo into the river, Even more significant
was Ross's personal lass ol the £30,000 he had invested
In the steamboal. The only Insurance she carried was
against lire. It was not Captain Ross's first financial set-
back; he had already lost & steamer, the Assiniboig, to the
relentless Saskatchewan Lhe previous season, Bul ever
vndaunted, Ross moved on from this to organize the
Ross Mavigation Company, a river Ireighting service that
operated for some years out of The Fas.

For the Cify of Medicine Hat's passengers, the disas-
ter spelled an end of a pleasant river voyage. The follow-
ing day they all left for home by rail

Thee toss o the Canadian praines was, perhaps, the
mosl poignant. The wreck of the City of Medicine Hat was
to mark the end ol an era. After that {lldated voyage no
serious allempl was ever again made at steamboat navi-
gation on the Saskatchewan River, But by now, rallroads
had emerged as swilter, more rellable modes of trans-
portation

There were some whoe said river navigation was
doomed from the beginning. The fact thal lwo out of
three voyages on the unpredictable Saskatchewan were
tales of tribulation and diaster would seem 1o substanti-
ate that. But for most, It was a chance worth taking. 1l
successtul, & steamboal one month out of Winnipeg
could bring as much frelght to Edmonton as a train of 150
o 200 ox carts could move across (he plains in an efitire
BUIMTLET.

The Edmaonton Bafletin of November 5, 1881,
summed it up this way: “The Saskatchewan is considered
by some nol 1o be fil for navigation but )t must be very
hard indeed il It Is no betler than slowgoing oxen on a
muddy road 1,000 miles long.”
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BLUE-COATED MOUNTIES

The Alberta Provincial Police

For 15 years Alberta had its own “Mounties” in blue. Under the able direction of Supt. W.C.
Bryan, the Alberta Provincial Police gave Alberta the reputation of being the province
where gangsters, thieves and murderers came to be arrested.

M{}ST Albertans tend to think of the Roval Canadian Mounted Police (Right) Comm. Wilioughby (. Bryan

! Alberta's poli , for th ¢ here long befor (1865-1M7), of the Alberta
(RCMP) as Alberta's police force, for they wer ong belore P tnokd Patioe

(Below) The Alberta Provinctal Police
at their closing ont ceremonies in
March, 1832,

Alberts became a province and are still here, doing a tremendous
fob. But for 15 years Alberta had Its own “Mounties.” and a topnoteh foree L
was oo, Moreover, when the Alberta Provincial Police {APF) began enlorc-
ing the laws of the province, they actually ook on more duties than the
Roval North Wesl Mounted Police (RNWMPF) ever had. Besides general police
work, the APP were responsible lor bringing in any lsolated homesteader 1o
the nearest hospital should he fall ll; they were responsible not only for
escorting the insane to the various lnstitutions, bul alse for administering
their estate after hospitalization. The APP was also respansible lor the
administering of the Mothers’ Pension Act, seeing that women who were wid-
awed or deserted by their husbands recetved 5 pension o feed their hungry
children. The lorce was likewise given the job of distributing relief.

Those were only a lew of their extra duties, The APP also inspected the-
atres in towns that had no police force of their own: likewise poolrooms and
cafes, lo see hat all were operating according to Alherla law, They acted as
brand inspectors and walched for diseases in cattle: Ihey were required to
collect unpaid bills from country patients who had used cit y hospitals. The
APP investigated cases for the Workmens' Compensation Board: they acted
as game wardens and lishery guardians, and they assisted the larestry
department In enforcing forest fire regulations as well as rounding up fire-
fighters when forest fires started. They were also required to reporl altes
dance al country schools 1o enable school boards to collect grants from the
provincial government. Then (bere was the job of attending cattle roundups
to supervise the distribution ol branded animals and see that monies
accrued from the sale of unbranded animals went to the rightful owners. Stil
another extra-curricular duty was to help Indian agents with their work
whenever the need arose.

Finally, of course, there was the regular police work of malnlaining law
and order. This Included highway patrol work, criminal investigation, as well
as the biggest job of all, particularly during the years when prabibition was
in eflect, keeping the bootleggers in check. An article that appearad o the
Edmonton Journal on December 10, 1928, gives a good example ol how effi-
cienit the APP became &t apprehending rum-runners through constant prac-
tice. It stales:

“This year Christmas will not be what it used (o be in Montana and adja-
cent states. Inhabitants of these sections fong accustomed 1o having Sanfa
Claus and imported Yuletide spirits from Alberta al Christmas will have
Santa Claus but they won't gel their Yuletlde epirils,
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“Monday morning as par! of the relentless war the Alherta Provinclal
Police have declared on rum-runners, three privale cars loaded to their tops
with Christmas cheer In boltles, were seized al Blalrmore by the APP. ., . The
drivers of the cars were arresied for lllegal possession of liquor ynder the
Alberta Liguor Acl . .. The cars captured were making thelr way to Montana
al top speed through the Crowsnes! Pass [rom British Columbia.

"For some fime the APF bas been steadily plugging the holes along the
barder through which liquor has been trickling into the land of the Parched
Eagle' despite heart rendering wails from bone<dry throats

"50 acute had the situation become due to prohibition in the United
States thal rum-runners are offering princely bribes to any policeman who
will take a beauly sleep while they roar through his territory, One AFF con-
stable from Edmonton whe was sent into the southern part of the province
recently claitis lie was offered $3.000 to change the name on the charge lald
against one rum-runner who apparently had a previous conviction against
him,

“With bars down against the contraband runners, Americans are becoming
desperale Prices of Canadian liquor are soaring to unheard of helghts. .

Despite belng affered greal bribes simply to turn their backs, there were
few If any incidents where members of the AFP accepted. Though ill-
equipped and badly organized when the force assumed its duties in 1917, the
APP soon became as efllcient as the lorce they succeeded, the RNWMP, who
were reorganized and renamed the RCMP In 1920, The new lorce should have
been as efficient, tor 85 percent of s members were lormer members of the
federal force. Though many Albertans were opposed to the ldea of a provin-
clal police loree and voled against if, they had little choice In the malter,
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With the First World War raging, the ranks of (he RNWMP
had been badly depleted by enlistments inlo the armed
forces, Those who remained had their hands full looking
after the Internal security of the country. Consequently,
in 1916 the lederal government told both Alberta and
Saskatchewan that the Mounties could no longer handle
the policing of the two provinces and that they would
have 10 form their own police lorces, The Alberta govern-
ment asked Maj. AE.C. McDonnell, a former member of
the RNWMP, to lorm a new force and acl as its lirs
superintenden.

The new force officially went lo work on March 1,
1917. The APP 1ook over wilh litile training, though this
was no serious drawback since most of its members had
served, some for many years, with the RNWMP. What
was a serlous drawback, however, was the lack ol ade-
quate equipment. The APP had only three cars, Model T.
Fords, at the start and a serious shortage of horses, uni-
forms and other equipment. At llest the uniforms were
cast-ofis from city palice forces, which badly angered the
members ol the new [orce who had been [ormer
Mounties, Thal problem was solved by adopting a uni-
form quite similar to that worn by the RNWMP, the tunic
being blue rather than the Mounties' familiar red. But the
theory advanced by some members of the Alberta
Legislature prior 1o the takeover, that a provincial force
would be cheaper to malitain, was soon shot down in
flames. For, while the province had pald $75,000 per year
for the RNWMP, the annual cost of the AP soon rose to
over a half a milllon dollars.

It would be lalse to claim that the APP was an imme-
diate success. In its first year of service, of the 216 orig

Reenactment of the shooting of Constable Ratly by

Tam BassolT af Belleoue, Augast, 1920,

nal members, there were 68 resignations, Fourleen were
dismissed lor various reasons such as being unsullable
(thres): disgraceful and (mumnoral conduct (five); making a
false statement (one): for aliowing a prisoner to escape
(one); for mutinous conduct (one); for tiking part in a
civil action (one); and for being absent without leave
(one}. By the end of the first year the force was down to
199 men and Major McDonnell had resigned. Lieul-Col
W.C. Bryan, also a former Mounted Policeman, look over
as superintendent, later changed lo commissioner, Under
litin, the force was soon arganized to a high state of effi-
ciency.

Headquarters for the new force was Edmonian,
which also served as the home of "A™ Division. "B
Division had its headguarters at Red Deer, “C" at Calgary,
and “D" at Lethbridge. There was also “E1" al Peace River
and “E2" at Grande Prairie, Initially the force had 48
detachments stationed throughoul the province It grad-
ually expanded to 100, Il also had a Criminal Investi:
gation Branch, composed of specially trained men under
Insp, K. Duncan, ready to go anywhere in the province to
assist In tracking down criminals. They did a masterful
job for, throughout its Hlettme, the lorce malmaingd an
B0 percent canviction ratio. Some ol the force’s lop-
notch men were Insp. EW. Bavin, Insp. 1D, “Blood
Hound"™ Nicholson, Senioe Inspector, later Assistant Com-
missioner, W.FW. Hancock and many olhers,

According Lo the annual report submitted by
Inspector Bavin in 1930, when he was in charge of the
(Calgary Division, of 2,954 arrests his men macde that year,
he had 24592 convictions, with 19 ¢till awaiting 1ral, for a
convictlon ratio of 85.9 percent. That meant that of every

h

e =

NG

78 Frontier Days Iy Al




10 arrested, nine were convicted. “And in many cases,”
stated the veport “the one in 10 was allowed Lo escape
APF furisdiction only because some other lorce in anoth-
er part of Canada or the U5, had already arrested Lhe
man” It led to a saying among gangsters, thieves and
murderers who had operated for years in other parts of
the country, that they had to come Lo Alberta to be
arrested. The APP's record was an honourable one,
atmired around the worlil — that is, by everyone bul the
criminals.

Two of the APP’s more aotable cases were the
Basoll, Arkoll, Aulgdl train robbery and the Union Banlk
rabbery at Foremost,

The Basofl, Arkoll, Aulofl case hegan on August 2,
1920, when Canadian Pacific Ralway (CPR) train No. 63
was on (ts way from Lethbridge to Cranbrook, British
Columbia. As the train neared Sentinel way statlon in the
Crowsnest Pass, Conductor Sam Jones was taking lickets
when, sudienly, a man stood up and pointed a handgun
at his head. Janes, perhaps foolishly, ignored the threat-
ening gun and reached for the emergency cord, bringing
the train 1o a screeching hall. Thrown off balance by the
lurching stop, the bandit fired, but lortunately missed
Conductor Jones. Just as the train ground to & stop, two
more men jimped up and began waving guns and warn-
ing the passengers 1o stay In their seats. It took them
only a few minutes o relieve the men of money and
watches, though the women were simply ignored. There
is a rumour that Emilio Picariello, the Crowsnesl Pass'
famous Mr, Pick, Bootlegger and Bottle King, was carry-
ing §10,000 that day, but somehow managed fo slip it
under a seal and escape detection, As it was, the bandits
gol away with $400 In cash and several watches, It was
one ol those watches, the one belonging to Conductor
Jones, that eventually led to the arrest of one of the men.
As the train robbers stépped from the train, they fired
another shot to keep everyone inside, then disappeared
In the direction ol Coleman.

From descriptions given by the passengers, the
three hold-up men were |dentified as Frank Allen, alias
George Arkoll: Jlimmy Attin, allas Tom Basolf, and Alex
Godzees, alias Ausby Hollof (alias Auloffl). The combined
police forces of the APP, RCMP and CPR soon had a mair
huit underway, But the robbers seemed in no Tush Lo get
away as, lour days later, they were seen in the village of
Coleman. There they apparently split up, Auloll heading
west and evenjually into the United States, while Basofj
and Arkoll went east, finally showing up in Bellevue on
the morning of August 7, where they read about them-
selves on & "Wanted” posler displayed in the window ol
Justice ol Peace 1H, Robertson's office. Then they casu-
ally sauntered into the Bellevue Cafe for breakfasl,
Perhaps they would not have been so nonchalant had
they known that Mr. Robertson had recognized them as
they stood reading the poster and quickly phoned Const
James Frewin of the APP at Blairmore, Constable Frewin
soon contacted Const. FW.E. Balley of the APP and Corp.
Eruest Usher ol the RCMP and all three climbed aboard a
passing CPR train lor the shorl run to Bellevue.

Accounts differ as to what actually happened when
the police reached the Bellevue Cafe, bul one stary has

Constable Balley guarding the back door while Corporal
Usher and Constable Frewin entered the front. Frewin,
slates the one version, $tepped up to the men who were
sitting in a booth behind drawn curtains, drew his gun
and told them they were under arrest. Since Frewin was
wearing civilian clethes, perhaps the two train robbers
did not know he was a policeman. In any evenl, thiey bath
wenl for their guns and all hell broke loose in the
Bellevue Cafe

According 10 an article in the Glenbow-Alberta
Institute {iles, publication unknown, buf written by Dan
E.C. Campbeli in 1931: *Frewin, telling the men they were
under arrest, ordered them to throw up Lheir hands.
They reached for their guns. Frewin fired at one of the
men known as George Arkofl, wounding him, Usher held
his fire until too late.

“Balley, hearing the shooting, rushed in from the
back, Frewin, having emplied his gun, backed out to
make room for Bailey, Both Arkoff and his companion
known as Basoll, had opened fire al Usher and Railey, the
former with a heavy Mauser and Basoff with two guns of
the same make,

“Usher, shot In the back as he passed sideways
through the front door to the street, fell and Bailey, stum-
bling over his body, struck his head on the pavement and
lay stunned. Arkoff and Hasolt, working their way along
the wall, reached the door about this time, The former
plunged through the door and fell Lo the street, dead.

“Basolf, standing in the doorway, a gun In each hand,
saw Balley move and shot him in the head, killing him
instantly. He then lired a succession of shots into Usher's
body and, though badly wounded in the leg, made his
get-away. Frewin, badly shellshocked during the (First
World War), did not recover himsell until Basoff was out
ol range. There, in less time than it takes to tell about I,
two policemen, both of different forces, and one bandit
had lost their lives,”

The counltry in the Crowsnes! Pass area is hardly
conducive to an easy manhunt. Nevertheless, the APP,
led by famed Det. Insp, LD, Nicholson, and the RCMP
under Insp. . McDonald, were determined that Basoff
would nol gel away, However, he eluded pursult until
August 11, four days after the shooling. That night he
was seen by a CPR engineer just west ol the Pincher
Creek station. The engineer poured on full steam and
roared into Lundbeck, where he notified company pollce.
Four CPR policemen jumped aboard the locomotive and
were hustled back to Pincher Creek where they found
Basolf hiding behind a shed near the station, It was all
over. Basoll, weakened by loss of blood, hunger and little
sleep, put up no resistance, The CPR police swarmed
over him, handculfed him and took him to lnspector
Nicholson. On December 22, 1920, after a trial at
Lethbridge, Tom Basolf died on the gallows lor his
crimes,

This left twe down and one to go. In the meantime,
descriptions ol Ausby Auloll had been sent all over the
United States and Canada. Bul it was not unill four years
later, on January 18, 1924, that Auloff made his first seri-
ous mistake by hocking Sam Jones's watch In a pawn-
shop in Portland, Oregon. According to Dan Campbell:
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“"Aulofi was subsequently tracked to earth in a mine in
Butte, Montana. He was laler sentenced to seven véars in
the Prince Albert Penitentiary, where he was lodged just
10 days after word of 1he pawned watch had been
recefvedd from Portland.”

Another crime that recelved front page coverage on
almost every newspaper In the Northwestern States and
Western Canada was the August 29, 1922, robbery of the
Union Bank al Foremost, Alberta. lnsp. EW. Bavin wha
later became (he commander ol Calgary's “C" Division,
was in charge of that case. Not only did he and his men
salve it, but in so doing they helped recover $860,000 In
bonds and securities and helped break up whal was
probably the best organized bank robbery network ever
Lo operate on the North American continent.

Apparently there were five gangs all told, working
oul of Shelby and Havre in Montana and Minot, North
Dakota, but organized from a headquarters in Chicago.
They had pulled off so many bank hold-ups that clerks in
both Canadian and American banks were holding lotter-
ies on the chances ol their banks being hii.

After the Foremos| job, Inspector Bavin headed for
Montana where, with the help of the Montana Police, he
apprehended two men named Reid and Wilson, Both
were jdentified by the clerks al the Foremost bank. Under
a barrage ol guestions, Reid finally confessed 1o his par-
ticipation in the robbery and agreed 1o help locale Lhe
stolen money, securities and bonds taken not only from
Foremast, but from Ladner, B.C., Dollard, Saskatchewar
and Mathers, Manitoba as well, Some of the loot was
recovered from various hiding spots, the higgest amount
being hidden In Stanley Park in Vancouver, It totalled
$860,000 and for his help Reid received & suspended sen-
tence. Wilson was not as lucky — he spent the next nine
years behind bars,

The rest of the bank robbers were soon rounded up
by American autharities in various towns and cities,
Since they were all sentenced to terms in the United
Swates, Canadian police did pot bother to press further
charges, They considered that justice was served and
being pald for by American rather than Canadian citi-
zens.

Ben Shantz, long-time consiable with the APF, when
interviewed in 1939 by Clifford Awcock of the Calgary
Herald, claimed thal Rocky Mountain House was once
aue of Alberta's toughiest towns. The reason for its tough-
ness was (he fact that, in the early 1920s, it was the sup-
ply centre lor dozens of logging camps, "From 1,500 to
2,000 men were employed within a radius of 25 miles and
they depended on Rocky to show them a good time,
egpecially on Saturday nights and payday.” wrote
Awcock,

Constable Shantz, who retired from the force in 1930
to farm near Rocky Mountain House, told of serving from
1922 untl 1926 in that town, "Rocky was tough in those
days,” he said, “| prosecuted as many as 50 cases a
maonth when | first Look over — mostly liguor charges. All
liguor going to Nordegg had to go up on the train as
there wag no road then. Ol course, there wasn't sup-
posed (o be any booze ffoing in as Alberta was dry till
1923, The first day | was in Lown | nailed two lellows with
suitcases loaded. They were easlly spolted, A sullcase
loaded with liguor is as heavy as lead, so spolting the fel-
lows carrying them wasn't really that hard.

“We selzed boltles in trunks and baggage, too. One
man even used to send his daughter up to Nordegg on
the train (o carry the stufl in her baggage, Next day or so
b would follow her in and peddie the booze.”

Much of the liguor being sold was moonshine made
In local stlils, Shantz claimed thal he managed ta slow
the trade down bul never did stop It altogether. “There
was just too much profit init," he claimed.

Besides trying to curtall the fllicit liquor trade, Con-
stable Shantz's life was kepl busy investigating the many
mmting and logging accidents as well as the occasional
suicide. He acted as coroner and assisted doctors with
aulopsles. For a time he even served as the truant officer
for the Rocky schools.

Shantz told of a bizarre incident when he accompa-
nied a doctor to 4 logeing camp near Horburg to investi-

{Opposite page) Cpl. R Viee of Empress Detachment of
Albertar Provincial Police, 1919,

{Beleow) The Alberio Frovincial Police Detachment al
Claresholm, Sgt. T. Hudson is an the step,
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gate the case ol a logeer having been killed by a Talling
tree. By the time he and the doctor arrived, the body was
frozen stifl. However, he and the doctor assured them-
seives the man had been killed by the tree, then loaded
the body in the rear seal of e police car and started [or
fovwm

“That was guite a trip.” he remembered. "He was
frozen with his arms outstretched, so we set him on the
seal In a natural position and tied a rope around him. |
was nervous s a cat with that fellow riding behind us.
We had to drive across thie rallway bridge as the ferry
was oul die o drifting lce. About haliway across a hand
lell on my shoulder. It was only the Doc, bul it startled
me so 1 pearly drove off the bridge.”

Shantz told ol spprehending a murderer who was
accused ol murdering a man named Faulkner al
Sylvan Lake in 1924, "1 was washing my car
about 10 o’clock in the morning when a call
came saying the suspect was believed
hieaded west toward Rocky. | jumped
in the car and drove to Eckville —
made good time, too, though the
roads were none too good In
thase days, In Eckyville | went into
he telephone ofllee (o see il |
could find oul how the hunt
was organized, bul gol no nfor-
mation, When | came out |
Inoked east along the tracks
and saw a lellow acting very
fueerly. He walked the tracks
aways, then got down and
walketl in the diteh. He climbed
the fence and wenl away from
the tracks then came back 10 the
lence and Hnally disappeared
under the big rallway trestie.

"I started down the railway and
when he saw me he ran south nto the
willows along [he river. He certainly led
me a merey chage, but when [ caught
slght of him and fired a shot over his head,
he stopped and walted lor me with hands up. li
didn't take any smart detective work to know he was the
bird we were after. His hands and clothes were covered
with dried bleod, He still wore the knife in his belt and
carried a 22 rifle taken down and wrapped in a bundle.
When | started to take the knile, he landed a hearty kick
onmy shins. 1 returnied the compliment and roughed him
up a little, alter which he came along peacefully.”

Alter legal liquor stores were opened in 1923 and the
lumiber industry began to decline, Rocky lost its tough-
ness, Shantz said. “Those were good days for business,
but mighty busy ones lor the police.”

Most other detachments of the APP were busy right
up to April 1, 1932, when the RCMP resumed the policing
ol the province. By then the APP was under its third lead-
er, Acting Comm. W FW. Hancock, who took over when
Camu W.C. Bryvan resignes in February, 1932

Perhaps an article thal appeared In the Calgary
Albertan on April 1, 1932 told the story of the demise ol

the APP as well as any. It stated: “The Mounties have
taken over. Thursday at midnight the Alberta Provincial
Police as such ceased to exist. Hencelorth the policing of
Alberta will be done by the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, a lorce which will incarporate into its ranks the
majority of the men who made the Alberta Provincial
Police known throughout the continent as one af the
maost prolicient police organizations ever formed.

“As Is a way with policemen, there was litlle ouiward
sign of exciternent as the last hours of the provinclal
police came near. But many ol the men throughout
Alberta could not help bul feel sadness, as they had
served with the force since its formation amd had given
15 years of faithiul service. They had bulit up a reputa-
tion for law enforcement unsurpassed by any force in the

world, They had gained the respect of the citizens
of Alberta as fair men and they had lollowed
the hard and dangerous path of duty with-
ot fall,

“Al midnight in police barracks
and quarters throughout the
province, the members ol the APP

automatically became members

of the RCMP. To many of them

the searlet tunic of the Domin-
ion torce is famillar, {or they
served with the Maunties be-
fore the formation of the pro-
vincial police,

“Marnitoba, Alberta, Nova
Scotla and New Brunswick —
all came under the jurisdiction
of Lhe Mounties on April 1.”

Il was simply a matter of

economics. Of course the
Mounted Police were now seek-
ing a wider role for themselves,
bt the deciding factor in thelr tak-
ing over in Alberta was an eslimated
saving to the province of $250,000,
However, the change did not take place
before a great deal of debate. It was D.M,
Duggan, Conservallve party leader, who tirst
proposed the changeover In the 1930 session ol the
Alberta Legisiature and estimated the saving thal would
come from it. Att-Gen, 1F. Lymburn claimed that no such
saving would result. Still others wanted the change as
they [ell the RCMP was the superior force, although that
claim does nol seem to be substantiated in light ol the
APP's incredible secord, Labour groups, on the other
hand, did not like the Mounties and feared their take-
aver.

Finally, however, money decided the issue. It was
decided there would be a saving by utilizing the lederal
force and on April 1, 1832, the RCMP Look over. Since the
men of the APP became Mounties and since the uniforms
of the APF had not been (oo different from those of the
RCMP, it is doulatfuld if the casual observer even noticed
the change. One thing did not change — Alberta retained
the same high standard of law enforcement it had known
since the Mounties first arrived in 1874, &
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{Right) The spectacular beanty of Monkman Provinefal

Park in B.C showing the Ploneer Moantains with

Meakman Lake in the centre.

{Tnmet) Traliblazer Alex Monkman on his saddle horse, Tramp,

MONKMAN'S
DREAM

A British Columbia Provincial Park, a mountain pass, a
lake and a creek are named in his honour: if things had
gone as planned, there would also be a highway bearing his
name. For, during the 1930s, Monkman discovered a low
pass through the Rocky Mountains. Then, when the people
of Alberta’s Peace River country got only promises of a rail-
road and highway that never materialized, Monkman
inspired them to tackle the project themselves.

1870, Four years later he moved with his parents to Prince Alberl,

Saskatchewan, where his father did a little larming. His father also
hunted buffalo every year until 1881, the year they virfually vanished from
the plains. Though voung at the time, the memory of living in a buffalo skin
tent while his father huoted buffalo would remain with Alex the rest of his
Iie. In 1886, at the tender age of 16, Monkman went (o Montana where he
eamned 375 a month breaking horses and riding the range.

“It was the Klondike goid rush that braught Moakman to the Peace River
country,” wrote Harold Fryer in Afberta: The Fioneer Years. “Alter working 11
vears as a bronco-buster and miner In Montana, he drifted norih to
Edmonton, where be worked for lumberman John Walters, building and paint-
ing cutters and sleighs. Then, when the news of the gold strike in the Yukon
furned the slow-growing town Into a bustling gathering place for prospeciive
gold miners Irom all over the Unlled States and Canada, Monkman too caught
the gold lever and joined the host of humanity heading north.

“In the spring of 1898 he started out with a party of five, led by a
Scotsman named William Lang, driving nine Red River carts and a wagon and
Inllowing the trail to Forl Assiniboine and over the Swan Hills to Willow Painl
on the west end of Lesser Slave Lake.” By the time Monkman reached
Dunvegan, he had heard enough disparaging reports aboul the Impossibillty
of the trail Lo the Klondike, that he decided to turn back. But at Dunvegan,
Momndanan mel his {uture hrother-lo-law, Albert Tate, the manager ol the local

B2 Fromtier Davs Ki Albaria

ﬁ LEX MONKMAN was born in the Red River Valley near Winuipey in







Hudson’s Bay Company (HBEC) post. Tate was in the pro-
cess of moving the HBC post for Peace River to Lesser
Slave Lake, and Monkman apparently helped him move
to the new location

Attracted by the Peace River country, Monkman
decided to stay. He freighted for 2 man named Anderson
for & month or so until he met W, Fletcher Bredin and
James Cornwall at their trading post at Slave Lake “Their
enthusiasm for the country soon robbed ofl on
Monkman;” wrote Fryer, "particularly alter they put him
to work running dogs and buying far for them the lollow-
Ing winter, then, the nex! summer, sent him to Lhe
Grande Prairie district to choose a site [or the new post
where the trail forked near Lake Saskatoon.”

In July, 1800, while on one of his buying trips to
Edmonton, Alex married Lovisa Ann Tate and brought
her back ta Lake Saskatoon. Louisa was scarcely pre-
pared for Alex's lifestyle, having been brought up in a
young ladies academy, bul she adjusted quickly. Afer
making Alex's log shack a home, she was soon Inftiated
Into tending store, and even on occasion, buying furs,

According Lo Monkman, he was the “pioneer farmer”
of the Grande Prairie, having larmed on a small scale
while employed by Bredin and Cornwall as early as 1903,
Monkman worked lor Bredin and Cornwall until June 1,
1506, Then he took up ranching for awhile by buying a
herd ol cattle trom limmy McCreight. Monkman built up
the herd to perhaps 150 horses and cows, but finally had
to give up ranching when homesteaders began filing in
after 1908 and the amount of rangeiands became restrict-
ed. He then concentrated on farming until 1920 when
high freight rates and low grain prices forced some of the
homesteaders 1o abandon their farms. Monkman Lhen

The village of Lake Sashatoon, Alberta, in the early 1920s.

tried his hand at trapping.

According to E.C. Stacev's book, Monkman FPass
Highuwsay, there were only nine \rappers In the momntains
southwest of Rio Grande (Alberta) In 1922, Of Lhese,
Monkman was the only one with enough supplies Lo last
the entire winler. "When he reached the Herrick River he
found a spike of the 1904 Grand Trunk survey and quick-
ly realized he had found the easiest and lowest pass and
the most direct route from the Peace region (1o the
Pacific Coast)"

On December 17, 1937, the Grande Prairie Herakd
printed a speech given by Monkman. [n it Monkman
describes how, during the summer ol 1923, he relurned
lo the area lo mark Lhe pass ona map, scrutinize the area
for building materials, and to check dislances. Bolstered
with Lhis data, Monkman wenl 1o Edmonton with his
dream of a railroad. He talked 1o govermnent olficials and
visited influential business men. As he spread his materi-
al before them, he pleaded his case for the greal poten-
tial of the Peace River country, and the need for its larm-
ers lo have an outlel for their produce,

Mankman reminded the government that In 1900
they promised the first Peace River settlers that a rail.
road would be following them, practically on their heels.
When thal did not materiallze, Lhe government promised
a railrcad when 10,000,000 bushels of grain were ready
for markel. The very next year there were 24,000,000
bushels for sale, but still the govermment procrastinated.

Monkman also reported his lindings to the Canadian
Pacific (TPR) and Canadian National (CNR) railways. The
CNR was interested enough o send reconnalssance engl-
neer Murray Hill to assess the pass In 1933, Monkman
ouifitted a pack outlit and guided Hill through the pass.
Hill was Impressed by whal he saw and his reparl was
apparently positive, bul Lhere was still no one daring
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encugh to finance the project,

Mol willing to admit defeal, Monkman Iravelled the
whole Peace River country al his own expense extolling
the leasibllity of the pass, and the advanlages It would
have lor the people of the Peace. Monkman pointed out
that the summit was only 1,200 leet higher than Grande
Prairie. The whole roule was only 132 miles and con-
struction would be relatively easy. Monkman expounded
on the great monetary galns being geperated for Alberta
from the sale of timber, ofl, gas and sharp sand He even
tatked of toutlsm, but best ol all would be the cheaper
fredght rates,

Eventually, both the CPR and CNR engineers asked
to examine Monkman's maps, They showed considerable
Interest, and questioned Monkman in depth; bul once
again nolhing langible came of it

In 1936, as Monkman's neighbours sat arownl Ari
Smith's kitchen table, they became convinced that a
highway would be more feasible than a rallroad. Thal day
they cemented their plans by agreeing to form an organi-
zalion tu be called the Monkman Pass Highway
Aszociation (MPHA), On Oclober 26, 1936, a public meei-
Ing was held al Halcourl, Alberta, to clect an executive
and a board of directors. The purpese ol the association
wis “to build, or promote the bullding of, a highway
through the Monkman Pass to Hansard, British Columbia,
by interesting governments, and securing caplital for
such an undertaking.”

Many of the organizers became (he first officers and
directars. They included Crosble McNaught, president;
John McNaught, secretary; Cordon Fawkes, campaign
manager; Art Smith, publicity director, and Alberl Smith,
finance commitles chairmar.

Gordon Fawkes and Art Smith travelled 1he length
and breadth of the Peace River country, speaking (n lown
council chambers, schoolhouses and dance halls, Reg
Leake, the local photographer, made a set of lantern
slides whilch were shown al every meeting. The men were
welcomed everywhere, garnering suppor Jor thelr cause.

Centres all across the Peace River country set up
commltieas (o build support. That winter, Vancouver,
Prince George and he Peace River country of British
Columbia lormed their own branches of the association.
When these eflorts still failed to sway the govermment, a
frugtrated Croshie MeNaught told an Edmonton Journal
reporter: “We're tired of belng Isolated and subjected to
tiigh trading costs because ol our isolation, We are going
to have a highway lo the coast now! We are going Lo
carry on with whatever help we can gell” Thig type of
dedication and determination was prevalent throughoul
the entire region.

Between them, brothiers Alberl and Art Smith bore a
heavy responsibility, since the collection of lunds was
directly related to the success of the publicity. Even
thoitgh money was in short supply, food lor men and ani-
mals was generously given. Someone would donaie a
steer, someone else a load ol cats or the income Irom an
acre of crop. Women sent the produce from their gar-
tdens, as well as butter, eges, chickens and geese. Byer's
Flour Mill of Camrose, Alberta, supplied flour and Sunny
Boy porridge. Cases ol canned milk came from Pacilic

Milk, while Spicer's Bakery in Girande Prairie donated
cases of bread and Swilt's Canadian Meat provided cured
amdd canned meals. Even local businesses contributed by
discounting Lheir grocery and hardware bills.

The project was scheduled to start in early June,
1937, On June B a 14-man crew, with lwo girls as cooks,
assembled In the Rio Grande hall. Two wagons were load-
ed high with lood, feed for horses, lents, axes, shovels,
grub hoes and a slip for moving earth to fill in holes or
cover thelr bridges. There was no heavy equipment or
tractors, just two teams of horses, anil manpower,

Everyone was excited now that the project was final-
ly aboul to start. The MPHA officials wers all ihere to ses
them ofl, bul no one was more thrilled than Alex
Monkman, O his horse Tramp, Monkman led the way for
the lirst step into this greal enterprise.

Within the first hall-day journey, the two heavily-
loaded wagons had travelled from a road to a trail,
Where the trail ended, the construction commenced,
While the two girls, Jean Mackle and Chrissle Monkman,
and the camp attendant set up lor lunch, the men eagerly
went (o wark with axes. For ihe girls, getling meals for 16
people was no-easy task, bul they Lreated il as an adven-
ture.

Dan Harris, a construction foreman, was the first
road boss. Linder his guidance the culverts and little
bridges wenl by with greal exactitude. Unfortunately, this
very precision ¢ost Harrls his |ob, Mookman wanted a
road pushed (hrough as fast as possible. Harris, on the
other hand, did nol see the point in building a road that
was nol passable. They argued and bickered untll the
MPHA had to intervene. They agreed with Monkman and
Harris was fired.

John A Johnson took over lor Harris until Hughie
Doole of Lake Saskatoon could settle his affairs and
assume the responstbilities tor the remalnder of the sume
mer. Most of the workers were transient; offering their
services Iree of charge for two week stints before being
replaced with new volunteers. It was a big job coordinat-
ing a fresh supply of men coming in just as the others
wers leaving.

Throughout the month of June the MPHA hired
Monkman, Dave Calliou and Guy Moare to survey and
stake oul the route to Stony Lake. Moore was a green-
horn as far as working in the bush was concerned, bul he
was willing to learn. After the three had linished their
survey Lo Stony Lake, the MPHA hired Marikman to head
up a crew ol [our men to proceed ahead of the road
builders, Their goal was to blaze a trail rom Stony Lake
to Hansard, B.C., the final destination, where their high-
way was lo meet the Yellowhead-lasper Highway.

This second project was a much bigger task than the
first, and Monkman, now 62 years old, needed strong
young men with bush experience. He Invited Carl Brooks,
a blg game guide and packer, and Ted Chambers, another
bush-wise man, (o accompany him. The lourth man was
Shorty MeGinals, a wiry, sprighily chap who agresd Lo ke
the horse wrangler for thelr 11 horses. The [our trail blaz-
ers were Lo be followed by another group, led by Alec
Watt, who were (o cut a gond pack trall along the route.

Starting oul al separate times, the two groups did
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(Right) Horseback (& siilf the best way o
see Maonmkman Park.

(Bottom right) Aaother ofew of Monkian
Park, showing heo woterfalfs  on
Monkmon Creek.

(Cipposite page. foap feft) Hobi's cabin in
1988, S5l in excellent condition, the
cabifn is often wsed by rappers,
(Opposite page, top right) Ted Chambers
and Carl Brooks detour arownd a high
ridge  between  Kinuseo  Fafle  and
Monkman Loke.

{Béfoi) A cloxe up pliw of one of seovral
Monkman Creed walerfoalls.
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not meet op untll they were nearty al the Kinuseo River,
Although both parties had planned their own food sup-
plies, Monkman's crew appears 1o have been beller pre-
pared. Monkman had added an extra packhorse so they
could take tinned beans, frult and meats, This speeded
up medl preparation time Wiall's erew had laken loo
much dried proaduce, which had to be soaked belore
cooking. They also included fal sow belly, of which the
men soon tired, Bannock was a staple of both gangs,

Both parties were able ta lollow old Indian pack
tralls all the way to Hobi's cabin, There Waitl's outlfit,
which had been oul longer than they planned, and whose
food was nearly gone, decided they would have to go
back. Twa of the men would continue on to Hansard on
fool. By drawing straws, Watt and Alf Cunningham were
selected ta continue on, and, alter saying their goodbyes,
they started oul with four days provisions, one blankel
and one sheet of canvas. The rest relurned to the main
work camp.

Monkman's crew were sorry Lo see them leave,
Chambers, especially, wished they were returning with
them. But they still had a job to do angd 40 miles of terrain
still to cover. No horse was known o have ever travelled
their proposed route from the Herrick River to the
McGregor River. Il was a tough task that lay hefore them

When Mopkman and his men started this linal leg of
their journey, they were able 1o lollow a Lrapper’s trall
for the first two hours. Then, ln an ellort to get their
bearings, Chambers and Brooks climbed a nearby moun-
tain which afforded an overall view ol the surrounding
country. This viewpoint revealed that their firsl concern
would be to negotlate 8 nearby canyom to gain access (o
a meadow where there would be feed for their horses,

Chambers laler wrote in his diary: "Al one place we
had to lead our horses along the side of the mowuntain lor
200 yards. 1f the horses slipped they would roll over boul-

{Ahﬂej Conﬂrmcﬂng the Kinusea Creek bridge in 1938,
{Beiow) The completed Kinusco Creek bridge, with ita span
of 112 feet that coat all of 850 in materials.
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River Rats Assoc. haoled (t oul of the bitsh for restoration.

ders right inlo the Herrick River. Then there was a big
muskeg 1o cross. Horses would pick their way where
shirubs grow. The ground would shake for 20 leet all
around, Devil's Club and ferns grow taller than a man.”

Night fell with the men still working their way
through the muskeg, Unable to continue in the dark, they
lelled trees and lakd poles across them. In this way they
were able to spread thelr blankets above Lhe wel ground.

Next morning Brooks and Chambers lefl the horses
with MetGinnis and Monkman and went scouting for a
safer trall for the horses, This was tound by bullding a
piece of road around a mountain edge, which they
worked on all morniog, then wenl exploring,

Monkman had told them thal a trapper named
Martin Framstadt haid a cabin at the end of the meadow.
They lound the trall easily enough, but did nol know
whether Lo go up or down. Chambers went down the trail
and found Walt and Cunningham just ready Lo starl down
the Herrick River on a raft. In this manner they expected

(Above) When the MPHA wan promised financial aid by the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce if they conld gef o ear veer
their rowdiay, Lonis Stojon donated the 1927 Model T Ford shown here. Sixiy miles from iis destination, the historymok-
ing Ford was abandoned upon the start of the war. In June of 1967, almost 30 years after, members of the Grande Prairie

{(Relew) The first crew of Camp No. 2. Lef-Right: Séaled; Eceretl Nash, Herb Gitsel, Tiny Conningham, Jean Mackie,
Chrisale Monkman. Standing, leftright: Alex Monkman, Gary Moore, "Tarsan” Williams. Bill Laybowrne, Siim Canninglam,
Lorne Canningham, Dan Harris, Sim Comeron and Ed Breftkreats.

iq."-. ':'F‘-

- _'... -

Fromtier Dyt in Albertyy 89



lo reach the Fraser River, and that would take them to
Hansard. Chambers wished them luck and backtracked
to lind Framstadt's place.

Meanwhile, Brooks had gone up the trail and found
an éxclled Framstadt at home, Watl had passed through
and told him b0 expect visitors with horses. In the |7
vears Framstadt had lived Lhere, this was the lirst llme
he hiad ever seen horses in the area. An indication of why
harses had never ventured into the area might be
gleaned from Chambers' diary;

“H you have pever fravelled in the mountains with a
train of horses.” he wrote, “ln a place 4=
where a horse has never been
belore, you have no idea of the hard-
ships and dangers, | wouldn'l want
Lo think what would happen I some-
one broke their arm or leg. And all
the time | was thinking, | have Lo
come back this way to get my horses
and outfit home. Only the thought of
the $7.50 a day for 11 horses and
two men keeps me going. Never
(Opposite page) Monkman Park holds

scenew of spectacular beauty. In this
photo a walerfall is seen ot the sask
ern edge of Paxion Pass.

(Right) One of numerons priatine
creeks in Mopkman Park.

(Below) Alex Monbman af o work
camp in 1837
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again will [ make this trip.”

But the hardships were temporarlly lorgatien as
they were warmly welcomed by Framstadl and given the
roval Irealment. Framstadt enterfained them with greal
stories. He showed them how to $pear salmon, which,
with potaloes from his garden, he cooked lor them He
also made a wild goose stew which really delighted
Monkman,

It rained for two days while they were there, and
they were all glad [or the opportunity Lo rest. The heavy
rain swelled the river to dangerous levels, and they were







foreed to wait for it 1o recede. When Framstadl deemed it
safe for the horses to cross, the men lefl, accompanied
by Framstadt. The next stop would be Dave Barr's cabin
an the south side of the Salmon River.

The group encountered more problems trying to
locate Bare's cabin, Afraid that if they all stayed together
they might get lost, wander aboul, and waste a lot of
time, Il was decided that Chambers and Framstadt would
take the boat down the Herrlek River, then up the Little
Salmon River Lo the cabin They were then to work their
way back to the pack Lraln on [ool., Chambers and
Framstadt found the cabin without difficufty, then started
out 1o meet the pack train as planned. But darkness over-
toak them, and, just as they were preparing to spend the
night under a tree, they heard Monkman and his crew
shouting. They were wandering around and headed in
the wrong direction. Re-united, they all spent the night
under the trees,

The next day they crassed the Herrick River (Big
Salmon). It began to pour agaln while they were cutting a
trail to the McGregor River. The river had risen three
feot, and with heavy brush on the opposite bank, there
was no place for the horses to land. It was decided that
MeGinnis would remain behind with the horses, some
food and a rifle, while the rest took the boal across, They
would continue the journey on lool

Travelling was good on the game trails and they
made il to one of Barr's emply line cabins where they
spent the night. The next morning they came to the main
cabin where they were greeted by the smell ol [resh
baked bread, After 25 days of bannock, nothing ever tast-
ed so good. Barr also told themn that he had cul a six-mile
trail towards Hansard. They rested at Barr's cabin for the
remainder of the day,

Leaving early in \he morning, the group iravelled as
directly as possibly through hemlock, swanp, coulees,
and Devil's Club as high as thelr shoulders. Relying on
their compass, they travelled south by southwest all
afternoon. Monkman was very tired and had to be assist-
ed over deadfalls all day. That night it rained again, and
the only protection they had was a piece of larp sizfool
stjuare. Each man had to decide whether to keep his
head or his lest dry, as the small canvas could not do
both. All were relieved when morning came. At noon,
while they were making the last of thelr flour into ban-
nock, they heard motor boats and a train. What a sound
1t was for the bone-weary men.

Al four o’'clock they reached the Jasper Highway,
where highway workers were astonished o see dishey-
elled men with dirty whiskers emerging from the bush,
Brooks later summarized (he situslion in his diary; “We
have blazed a lrail from the Peace River country to
Hansard, through the finest game region and over the
most scenic route imaginable — a lisherman's paradise
—with only two steel biridges of any size (needed). And
only two rock culs on the side hills of any length (would
be necessary). It doesn't seem possible Ul ane has trav-
elled the trail. We are sure glad to be through. None of us
has [ell tired for the last three or lour days, but now we
are lhrough, we discover we are really lired and hungry.
Thi road boss fixed us with dry clothes and invited us to
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supper. 'm afraid the company lost money an that meal.
Tonight we are taking the train to Prince George.”

Chambers and Framstadt did not remain in Prince
George long; they had 1o return Lo McGinnis and the
horses. The Prince George Board of Trade gave them
money for supplies to see them home. Al Hansard they
hired (e Hanson, the river-man, to take them back up
the river 1o where they left McGinnis. With his help, it
was a far quicker and easier trip up than the one they
had made coming down.

Mankman and Brooks remained in Prince George
promoling the Monkman Pass Highway project. With the
success of thelr trip behind them, they had satislying
answers for those who questioned the feasibility of a
road through that uniriendly wilderneas. Monkanan felt
his dream was one slep closer to reality.

Unfortunately, the real work of constructing the road
ceased In August, 1237, when the MPHA ran ouf of funds
and needed (ime Lo recuperate It was a sad crew that
dragged Itsell back to Rio Grande. Monkman had hoped
Lo be al the Murray River by Seplember, but they had
only reached Stony Lake, less thar hall thal distance.

fn 1938, due to the diligent work of the MPHA, work
crews were again constructing the road. At one time as
many as 6l men were employed, Monkman was there
too, rejoicing in the enthusiasm and progress. Monkman
took about 10 days off from the main road construction
to assist the men from Dawson Creek, B.C., blaze a trail
from Feller's Heights to a point near Stony Lake. This
would connect the B.C. Block with the Monkman Pass
Highway,

By the time Monkman relurned, work crews were
nearing Kinuseo Creek, where a bridge had to be bullt,
The 112-fool wooden span had just been compleled when
workers received the shocking news thal the MPHA was
once again out of tunds. Monkman was bitterly disap-
pointed; he was also depressed and discouraged,

Others took up the challenge by trying to drive a
light truck through to Hansard River before winter set in.
Of the 14 men that started out under the leadership of
Frank Murphy, sems were fired, some qull, and others
became (Il Three newcomers added along the way gave
Iresh impetuous, bul constanl hunger, and working in
wet clothes through rain and snow, had a demoralizing
effect, It was a motley crew thal reached Hobi's cabin on
November 1, 1938, with a truck that was but a shadow of
its fermer sell,

“Une more day and we would have been through,”
said Alec Watt, Unfortunately, they did not have one
maore day,

The altempt to drive a truck through did not lighten
Monkman's sombre mood. Then In 1939 the war effort
put @ stop 1o all fund raising. That same year his beloved
Louisa died. As the war raged on In Europe, Monkman's
dream of seeing his highway completed, laded. In 1941 he
died a lonely and tired man.

But Monkman has left his dream with the people of
the Peace River country, The Monkman Pass Highway is
still the best, shortest, and prettiest, way to connect the
Peace River country 1o the coast. Alec Monkman, your
iream fives on! W




DISASTER

AT THE

HILLCREST MINE

The Crowsnest Pass area was no stranger lo tragedy. But even the most pessimistic could
not have anticipated the disaster of June 19, 1914, when an explosion in the Hillcrest mine
snuffed ouf the lives of 189 men.

HE Crowsnesi Pass region of southern Alberla is
T-_'Ertaiulj.- no stranger to disaster. Coal mining dis-

Iricts seldom are Few indeed are those living in the
area who are nol aculely aware thal, on April 29, 1903,
the whole face of Turtle Mountain — some 70,000,010
tons of it — came tumbling down, burying part of the vil-
lage of Frank and killlng 76 people. Seven years later, on

December 4, 1910, another 30 men lost their lives at
Bellevue when an underground explosion devastated the
mmine,

Miners and their lamilies everywherg are painfully
aware thal mining is dangerous — that al any lime a
miner's {ife can be snuffted out by a rockfall, explosion,
or.a runaway mine car. Those things happen and miners

The Hillcrest mine buildings shortly after the disaster. Note the collapsed roaf of the pamp howse in the foreground,
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live, or die, with It. Bul even the most pessimistic could
hiardly have anticipated the disaster at the Hillcrest mine
that fateful moming of June 19, 1914, when an explosion
and it’s altermath snuffed out the lives of 183 men.
Although the Hillcrest mine liad been discovered by
Charles Flumber Hill, 3 Unlted States customs officer, in
1900, it was 1905 before the Hillcrest Coal and Coke
Company began operations, Four years later it was soid
to & group of Montreal developers who renamed the
operation the Hillerest Collieries Limited. After lnvesti
galing large sums ol money in tmproving and moderniz-

Ing the mine, it was purported to be the best operated
and safest mine In the Crowsnest Pass

Because of over-production the mine had been ldle
for two days priar to the aceident. On June 18, In prépa-
ration for the miners relurning to work, a committee of
three men from the mine-worker's unlon, Frank Pearson,
James Gurison and George Pounder, inspected the mine
and prononnced It Lo be sale, Fireboss Daniel Brisboe
went on duly at 3 pan. thal same aftermoon. Although he
lound pockets of methane gas and accumulations af coal
dust, for which he posted warning signs, he noted thal
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the vertilation was good and there was plenly ol mois-
lure. Brishoe was relleved by lire-boss Willlan Adkin a
11 pum. Throughoul the wight Adkin checked for the pres-
ence of pas and coal dust. By 6520 am on s wioming of
that terrible Friday, Adkin had completed a thorough
investigation of the workings. He reported a lew small
pockets of methane gas, and some small rockialls. but
nothing cut of the ardinary,

June 19 dawned Lright and sunny, With no reason Lo
hink it was anything bul another working day, The min-
ers made their way from the town of Hillcrest to the
lamp-house. Here, each man would plek op their Wall
Salety Lamps and mining equipment, They also picked up
two brass tags with their identilication munber stamped
an them. The men then wenl o the timekeeper’s office
where they checked in with timekeeper Robert Wood, As
they passed through, each man left one of Lhe brass iden
lification tags with the thnekeeper, In this manper, Il was
possible Lo know every man who was warkling in the
mine, After leaving Lhe timekeeper's office, the miners
went underground to resume work at the various coal

Somé of the horses used in Lhe mines al Hiflerea!, showing the heavy leather pads thal protected thelr heads when wider

ground. This photo was taken in 1915

laces. The Hillcrest mine employed 377 men, but on this
fateful day, only 235 would be enter the mine. For 189 of
those men, il was (he last time they would ever see day-
light

The lirst lndication thal anvihing was wrong came
about %30 am. Just as electrical engineer Alex May
turned lrom inspecting are of the huge oulside lans thal
vediilated the mine, he was knocked Nal by a lremendous
rush of alr from bebind Partfally stunmed, he lurned to
see a cloud ol heavy brown smoke emanating from the
air shaft, At the sane nstanl Gen: Mgr. John Brown, who
was walking towards his office near the entrance o Mine
Na, I, saw the roof of the building that housed the mine
hoist collapse as (though some greal weight had dropped
an L He realized mmediately that somewhere deep in
the bowels of the mine something, or someone, had sel
off a tremendows explosion,

Just how devastating the explosion had been was
soon brought home to the men working outside the mine,
Charles lronmonger, 8 19year-old roperider whose job 1l
was to unhook coal cars from the cable thatl drew them
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from the mine and shunted them onto {racks leading to
the tipple, lay dying. He had been thrown 60 leet from the
entrance 1o Mine No. 1 by the blast; a blast so powerful
that it crumpled an sight-inchethick concrete wall 1n the
hoist house and plugged e mine sntrance with a jumble
of bwisted mine track broken mine cars, fallen rock and
limbers. Nor had the entrance to Mine No, 2 heen spared
Here the blast had killed the other young rope-rider, 22-
year-old Fred Kurigatz, and blown down the hoist house
Hut miraculausly, it lelt the mine holst angine and eable
intact

Since Lhe entrance of Mine No, 2 was relatively cleas
of debris. some of the oulside workers, knowing thal
every second counted, rushied In ko help the men under-
pround. They were driven back when they ran into chok-
ing carbon dioxide, e poisonous blackdamp thal min
ers leared so much. Despite the gas concentration, three
men staggered from the mine entrance. George Wild,
Antonio Stella and Arthiur Crowther, who had besn work-

ing close 10 the mine mouth, had survived the blast and
the yas by nothing shorl of a miracke

It was a quarter af an hour before two more sur-
vivars, Malcolm Link and Charles Jones emerged from
the mine on their owi A little later Jack Maddison, John
Moorehouse and John Toth struggled through the debris
and dead bodies to safety. Of the 235 miners who had
gone down Into the mine that moroing, 18 eventually
reached the surface by themselves; the rest were still
below In the gasdilled tunnels. Some were undoubledly
still alive, but if they were not reseuesdd quickly, they
would succumb {o gas and smoke

It did nol lake long for the rescoers to organize, and
acts of heroism that day were more the rule than the
exception. At the lirst soumd ol the explosion and the
sightt of brown smoke blllowing lrom the entrance, men
had rushed fram the town. Hillerest Collieries was actual-
Iy two mires Interconnected below by a labyrinth of tun-
nels, It had two entrances, bul since the entrance 1o Mine

The No. | hoist house at the Hillerest mine wos wrecked by the explosion thal ripped through the mine on June 19, 1914,
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No. 1 was hopelessly jammed with debris, all efforts were
cancentrated on clearing the entrance 1o Mine No. 2.
Royal North-Wesl Mounted Police (RNWMP) Cpls.
Frederick Mead and Arthur Grant, and Const. William
Hancock, were at Burmis, aboul Ihree miles away, when
ward of the tragedy reached them. They responded
immediately, but, infortunately, ther initial sk was o
control (he women and children who had rushed to the
scene and were pushing and screaming in an attempt to
learn |l relatives were safe. They were Impeding rescue
efforts and had to be driven back by the palice,
Meanwhile, mine workers, knowing thal every sec
ond counled, quickiy gol the holst engine In operation,
cleared the track and piled aboard the lirst car heading
into the mine. Although oxygen masks had nol yet
arrived, these rescuers, led by Engineer Hutchinson, who
only moments before had emerged [rom the mine hall-
suffocated from gas, smoke and dust, kept up their
search, lgnoring the dead, they hurrled those still breath-
ing to (he emergency tent hospital set up by Dr. William
Dodd near the entrance. At 10 a.m. oxygen masks arrived
from Blairmore, along with word that 100 miners from
Blairmore were on thelr way Lo assisl, The oxyzgen masks
were immediately senl underground — and none loo
soon, for although the ventilation fans had been restart

{Upposite page.

ed, same of the rescoers were all but dope [n by the bad
air

For loo many, however, oxygen masks. pulmotors
and herolsim were 1oo late. Some of those caught near
the centre of the explosion were literally torn apart.
Dthers who had tried 1o save themseives after surviving
the initial explosion by dipping thelr shirts in shallow
pools of water, then breathing through them to e out
gas and smoke, were still alive although unconscious.
Still others had succumbed to the gas before they could
do Hkewise. Al least 30 men, clustered in a group, lay
dead, face down in & pool of water. So Il wenl Lhrough
the mine — some dead, killed outright, some suffocated
from gas and smoke, some unconscious, but stll breath-
ing — hopelully to be revived when taken to the surface.

By noon, the grim reality of the disaster was all too
apparent. Unforfusately, of the 235 miners who went into
the mine that moming, only 46 survived. No words ade-
quately describe a tragedy such as this, For those who
waited in vain on the surface there was only numbing,
sickening shock,

Hut the work had to go on. First came the job ol
bringing out the bodles and idemtifying them for burial
Later came the task of attempting to find out what wenl
wrung. nitially there was a tendency to blame fire-boss

top) The mine rescue team that assisted during the Hillerest mine disaster of 1914,

(Oppasite page, bottom) Some of the older buildings in the town of Hillerest, Alberta, in 1980, Turtle Mountain is vigible in

the backgroand,

{Relow) The Bellevue mine entrance, just off Highway 3 a short distance east of Hillerest.
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Sam Charlton lar somehow setling olf the explosion. He
was the powder man thal day, responsible for placing the
charges at the coalface that would bring down, or al least
[oosen up, the first batch of coal the men would have
mined thal day. It turned out, however, that although
Sam had sel his charges that morning, he had not deto-
nated them, When rescuers found his body, his firing
cable was still wrapped around his walst, the battery lay
disconnected several feet away, and the key that e used
to turn the switch was sl in his pocket, It seemed as
though Sam Charlton, sensing something was amiss, had
delayed setting off his charges. Either that, or the explo-
sion had taken place belors he had time 1o hook up the
wiring and {urn the switch

What had touched off the explosion remains a mys-
tery, although Harry While, a former fire-boss, advanced
the theory thal a rockfall in one of the tunnels had
caused a spark, which had in turn ignited a pocket of
methane gas, The gas flame had then jumped from one
small pocket to another untll, near the coalface, it had hit
a pocket of concentrated coal dust which, when dry
enough and in the right concentration, is like gunpowder,
It was thought that the resulling explosion caused Lhe
disaster. Although White was one of the first men to go
through the mwine from end to end aiter Lthe blast, his idea
was tgnored by the board of inguiry. White's theory
proved [easible years laler when, on September 19, 1926,
another terrille explosion tore through the Hillerest
mine. Al the time there were only two men, Frank Lote
and Fred Jones, in the mine. Both were killed, but nelther
had been near the spot where the initial explosion Look
place,

When the last of the survivors were brought to the
surface, rescuers began the grim task of bringing out the
deadl. Efforts were often held up while blocked mine
shafts were cleared of jumbled mine timbers, crushed
cars and fallen rock. On al least Iwo occasions rescue
operations had to be suspended when fires broke oul In
the shafts far underground and fremen had to be rushed
to the scene. Always there was danger of another explo-
sion, but the miners stuck lenacionsly (o the task ontil all
the dead, some of whom had been dismembered. were
brought to the surface.

At 1130 am,, RNWMP Insp, Christian Jungel had
arrived from Pincher Creek to take charge of the police
operation, He assigned the grim task of identifying the
bodles to Cpls. Mead and Grant. They spent seemingly
endless hours in the mine wash-house cleaning bodies,
some of them badly disligured. Constable Hancock was
given the even less enviable lask of searching the mine
for missing arms and legs. Nobody envied their jobs, and
despite the fact that the miners' union, the Unlted Mine
Workers of America, had no use lor policemen in general,
and the Mounties in particular, they grudgingly had to
admit that this group was doing a magnificen! job. For
almast 5 week Grant, Mead and Hancock stuck withi the
task, eating and sleeping in the wash-house until the job
was completed. For their efforts each was later granted
an extra $50 In pay and all were later promoted. While
this sum may not seem Ilke much today, It was then the
equivalent of aboul three month's pay.

100 Frortrer Days fn Afbherta

Surely one of 1he saddest lunerals in the history ol
the eountry too place on Sunday, June 21, 1914, when 150
men were placed in three mass graves al the Hilleresi
Cemetery. Three others were buried in privale cere-
monies al Blalrmore, while six bodies took the long
cross<Ccountry ride to their home towns in Nova Scotia
andl their linal resiing place, In all, seme 130 women were
widowed by that terrible blast and 400 children, most of
whom were under the age ol 10, lefl withoul fathers,

it is at times such as these, however, thal people
show their best. Although Hillcrest Collleries was (o pay
out 21800 1o each famlly in compensation, |l takes llme
lo process compensation ¢laims and for most families
the need for money was immediale and great.
Fortunately for them, a reliel committeg brom Hillerest
was Immediately formed and donations of money and
food readily made available. Donations fram {ar and wide
soon followed. The lederal and provincial governments
soon forwarded their contribution — $50.000 from
Ottawa and 20,000 from Edmonton. People in cilles and
towns across the nation donated to rellel funds sel up for
the sorrowing town, ihe response being spontaneous and
generous. Unfortunately, no amount of money could
return even one miner to his grieving family.

When a rescue team found the remains of Joseph
Oakley on July 7, 1914, anly one man, Sidney Bainbridge,
remained unaccounled for, i would be vears belore
Constable Hancock would clear up the mystery of the
missing miner. Many of (he bodies brought to the wash-
house, he explained, were without arms, legs or heads,
He, Mead and Grant had done everything possible to
reassemble the bodies prior 1o burial. However, when all
was done, there was one leg left over. They assumex) that
this leg was all that remained of Bainbridge, and had
buried it in the coffin with another body.

What of Hillcres! today? As already mentioned,
another horrendous blast lore through the mine In 1926
Only two men were killed in thal blasl, but had it hap-
pened a couple of hours later, when the night shill was
on duty, the toll could have been 150 more, Despite dam-
age as severe or worse than thal caused by the 1914
explosion, the mine was back in operation within a
month. It was supposed (0 be one ol the safest mines In
lhe country, yet, Iwice, devastating blasts ravaged ils
workings, Nevertheless, it remained a productive mine
witil s elosure in 1939, Shortly after the mine closed,
the cwners bought an aperating mine in nearby Bellevoe,
and after renaming it *Hillerest-Mohawk," continued pro-
duction untll the 19505, By then natural gas and fuel oil
had dethroned coal as king of fuels and mines were clos-
ing all across the country,

To ensure that no one could enter the mine and
injure himsell, the mine entrances were permanently
closed with well-placed dynamite charges. Mine equip-
menl has been moved away and, although the town ol
Hillcrest survives, the population has been reduced by
almost hall,

Ondy an inordinate large number of markers in the
cemelery remain as a grim reminder of that fateful day in
1914 when a terrible explosion snuffed out the lives of
18% men at the Hillerest mine *




KOOTENAI BROWN

FRONTIERSMAN

Prospector, buffale hunter, mail carrier with the Pony Express, squaw man, Indian fighter,
wolver, whisky trader, Rocky Mountain Ranger, big game guide, scout and packer for the
NWMPF, soldier, murderer and founder of a park; this was the amazing Kootenai Brown,

Ireland, on September 13, 1839, the son of an Irsh

mother and an English lather, James Montague
Brown, Thanks to a strong-willed grandmother, John was
accepled into the Britlsh Army and received his commis-
ston al the Military College al Sandhurst in 1858,
Although some writers have given John Brown
an OUxford and Cambridge education, there
is no record of this. He did, however,
oblain a better than average education
from private tutars and his deter-
mined grandmother. There are also
stories of Brown serving with a
Guards Regimenl In Queen
Vicloria's Court, but William
Rodney, aulhor ol the book
Kooteaai Broten, claims this |s
pure fabrication.

In late 1858, Brown was
pasted 1o India, bul nol, as
some writers claim, for
hecoming too familiar with
some of the Oueen's ladiesdn-
wailing. Avaln there are sto-
ries ol Brown's many
escapades while in India,
including one thal has him
being given an elephant by a
grateful Rajah for some outstand-
ing favour. Another writer claims
Brown was forced (o lee to South
America on a freight ship alter quar
relling with and killing & fellow officer,
Colouwriul reading, imdeed, but aceording to
author William Rotney, these storles are (jc-
tion or embellishments of the Iacts. In reality,
Brown’s tenure I lndla was routine, The mutiny was
almost over when lils regiment reached Calcutta and n
1860 he returned home 1o England, Afler a vear in
England. he sold his commission, lefi the army and

JﬁHN George Brown was born jn County Clare,

embarked on a sailing ship for the goldfields of British
Columbia and a completely new way of lile.

Brown's travelling companion was Arthur Wellesley
Yowell, 2 man destined to became, among other things,
British Columbia’s Gold Commissioner. Brown and
Vowell were stranded for more than a week In Panama

when the ship thal was to take them to San
Francisco failed to show, Consequently, they
were broke when they reached San
Francisco and had lo work on the
docks to raise passage for Vicloria.
There they had to work again to
raise a grubstake for the Cariboo
goldfields. As Brown later wrote:
"Chopping poles In the vicinity
kept me afloat during my stay
of ane winter, , . ."
Brown, Yowell and the

5,000 or so hopeluls who

headed into the Cariboo In

1863 to find thelr lortunes,

were doomed to disappoint-

ment. Although prospecting
proved a poor venture, Brown
stuck it out for two years. One
winter he made §3,000 by trap-
ping, but lost It the following
summer In & shaky mining deal,
[ 1864 he had no more Lo show
for his efforts than a host of yvarns
that probably grew better over the
years through countliss tellings.

*I had no money when | went into
the Carthoo and none when | came put in
1864." he claimed, "Bul | had a line lortune for

awhile In betwesn. . . When | lell Williams Creek 1
liad 50 cents in iy pockel; my clothes were in rags; | had
no shirt and ne socks, but | had a good pair of bools.
When [ gol to Boston Bar, a little village on the Fraser
River, I still had 50 cents in my pocket,”

Frontier Doy iy Alberta [0}
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[Abave) Kootenoi Brown Iried his luck af gold mining in the Cariboo frem 1863
65 but wros uynseccessful. Shown here is the Barkerville Hotel and Kelly General
Store in Barkerville in [985.

(Opposite page, top) This painting by Hind illustrates a typical gold panner dur
ing the Fraser River and Cariboo gold rushea.

{Opposite page, butiom) After an unsuccessful altempt al gold mining in the
Cariboa, Brown headed for Wild Horse Creek in the Fast Kootenay region of
British Colambia, shown firee in 1990, There he became o police conslable for a
short time, byt ofter a reduction (o pay he quit, and with four other prospectors,
hoaded for Alberta and new gold prospects.

He was nol broke for long, how-
ever. Lpriver lrom Boston Bar was a
25-mile-long stretch of wild water
Brown made $6 a day and board
working on boats on this length of
the Fraser, bul it was brutal work.
Olten whet the men could no longer
lrack Lhe Boal — thal is, haul (1
upriver by rope — they had Lo
unlpad and carry the cargo upstream
on their backs. The packers needed
the strength of mules, the agliity of
mounlain goats and the tenacily ol
English bulldogs. Brown decided thal
this was not Lhe le Jor him, so when
ward arrived about a new gold strike
al Wild Horse Creek (now Fort
Steele) in the East Kootenay, he left
to seek his fortune there.

Brown's prospecting efforts at
Wild Harse Creek proved to be no
better than It had in the Carlboo.
Consequently, when he was offered a
Job as a police constable, he look it
His main claim to fame as a law
enforcement oflicer came when he
arrested Joseph Conklin, William
Kirby and Ozias Harvey on a charge
of passing several thousand dollars
worth of bogus gold dust. Brown felt
pretty proud of himsell, but a month
later he quit the police lorce when he
received a reduction in pay,

Brown had anather fling at
prospecting when he staked a claim
with four other miners. However,
when they found "Il was nol panning
oul very well," they sold out to a
company of Chinese for $500,

“Having disposed of our hold-
ings on the creek,” wrate Brown, "the
five ol us packed through Kootenal
Pass and soon alter started [or
Edmonton, where we heard they
were mining for gold on the
Saskarchewan River. We had no clear
idea where Edmonton was and there
was no one o tel] us”

Mot surprisingly, they never
reached their destination — al least
not as a group, Quite possibly,
though, somewhere along the roule
belween WiHd Harse Creek and
where they emerged from the moun-
tains In the Koolenal Lakes (now
Walerton) districl, the group had
deallngs with the Indian tribe from
which Keotenal Brown derived his
nickname. Since they started with
only one horse and arrived In what Is
now Alberta with five, quite l1kely
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they gol the ather four from the Kootenai Indians:

When the group emerged [rom the mountaing, they
climbed a low ridge where, according to Brown, “The
prairies as far as we could see ., was one living mass of
bulfalo, Thousands of heail there were, far thicker than
ever range catlle grazed the bunch grass of the foothills.”

As soon as Brown and his companions left the Rocky
Mountains they were in the hunting grounds of the lierce
Blackioot tribes, These hostile warriors had allowed very
{ew white men Lo enter their territory and Kootenai had
been warned to be constantly aler! for trouble. However,
it was not until they had crossed some 250 miles of the
plaing to Seven Persons Creek, southwest ol modern
Medicine Hat, that they were attacked.

"We were traveling In a north-easterly direction,
believing we were on our way to the goldfields of
Edmonton,” Brown remembered. At a clump of colton-
woods we stopped Lo eal. As we were gating we were sur-
prised by a flight of arrows and we knew our first “war
party” had begun, We thought our time had come. The
Indians had no Rrearms bul they were all young bucks —
a war party out lor anything (hey could get, , . Il the
Indians had had guns they would have killed us all.”

The white men killed two of the Indians before the
others decided to look lor easier victims elsewhere.
Pruring the skirmish, however, Brown was struck in the
back by an arrow. It penelrated so near a kidney that it
would have been latal had he not been able to remove
the arrow. His companions then poured turpenting into
the woundd, Being young and tough, in a week Brown had
fully recuperated. Twenty years later, while a scout with
the Rocky Mountain Rangers during the Northwest
Rebellion, Kootenal revisited (he area of the light. He
located Lhe skulls of the two warriors killed there, plus
five bullets imbedded In the cottonwoods nearby,

Shortly after their narrow escape the five men split
up, three heading to where they thought Fort Edmonton
should be white Brown and another man nicknamed
"Goldiooth” decided to follow the South Saskatchewan
River to wherever it would lake them. Since Goldtooth
hiatl lust his horse during the [ndian raid, e built a boat
of buffalo hide stretched over a wooden frame (o which
he Noated down the river, while Brown followed along
the bank. They soon lost track of one another, but both
eventually ended up at a Metls settlement at Duck Lake in
what Is now Saskatchewan, where they spent the winter.
Brown must have been very Impressed with the carefree
hall-breed plainsmen, (or he later joined them as a bulfa-
lo hunter and even married a Metis girl. Bul more ol that
later. As it was, lie and Goldtooth lefl the Meils seftle-
ment early in the spring and travelled to Forl Garry
{(Winnipeg) by sleigh.

It Manitoba, Brown got his first taste ol trading by
buying furs from the Cree and Chippewa Indlans between
Fortage La Pralrie and the White Mud River during the
winter of 186667, John Gibbons, the man Brown workerd
for, used whisky 1o Induce the ndians to trade. Almost
Invariably the Indlans’ furs would be traded away before
their thirsl for booze was satisiied,

When their furs ran out in the middle of one big
spree, same of the holder members ol one group of

10W Frontier Dtres [ Al i

Indians from Minnesola tried to steal some whisky to
keep the party going. An American named Jim Clewsltt,
wha also worked {or Gibbons, caught tem in the acl and
a shooting battle ensued. Clewelt and an Indlan were
killed and another American named Billy Sammon was
hatly wounded, Likely Brown and a man named O'Lone

would also have been killed had not Brown and Gibhons:

been able to hold off the angry Indians — some 28 of
them — while O'Lone shipped out to & nearby Metls sel-
tlement lor help,

It was an incldent thal Koolenai regretted in later
vears, although it probably did nol bother him too much
al the tme, However, alter anather season with Gibbons,
Brown lost interest in the fur trade. 1o April ol 1868 he
headed south to the Dakota Territory and signed on with
Major Ruffee’s Mail Company at Fort Stevenson al a
salary of $50 a monlth. His job was to carry the United
States Mail from Fort Stevenson (hrough (he heart of e
Sioux Indian Territory to Fort Benton, Montana.

"There were station keepers every 50 or 60 miles,”
Brown recalled. "They ran a bigger risk than we did
although they weren't patd any more. Most of the station
keepers were eventually killed and the company lost hun-
dreds of horses, killed and stolen by the Indians. Their
encrmous losses (inally led the company to bankruptcy
and they still owe me $400 loday.”

An ordinary man might have given up mall carrying
after these experiences, but Brown was no ordinary man,
When Rullee's company failed, the US. Army took over
the mall route and Brown hired on with them, On May 15,
1868, he and a Sioux half-breed named Joe Martin took
the place of two riders, Charley MacDonald and loe
Hamlin, who had been killed by the Sioux somewhere
between Forts Steveason and Totten,

Brown and Martin almost met the same fate. On their
first trip they were captured by a Sioux war party led by
none other than the soon-to-be lamous (or infamous)
Chief Sitting Bull who would, in 1876, wipe out Gen.
Gecrge Custer and his 7th Cavalry al the Battle of the
Little Big Horn. It was fortunate for Brown that his part-
ner was part Sioux, oltherwise both their scalps might
have adorned some Sioux warriors’” belts. He and Martin
were taken Lo the Sioux camp where they were stripped
naked. However, because Martin was able 1o convince
the warriors that he and Brown were part Sioux, they
were not too well guarded. They escaped during the
night and made thelr way on fool back to Forl Stevenson,
where they arrlved mosquito-bitten and bloody-footed
the lollowing afternoan.

“There was a bastion on the fort and one of the sen-
Iries saw us coming,” Kootenal remembered, “He report-
e to the serpeant of the puard and he in turn to the offi-
cer of the day that two Indians were approaching the lort
bare naked, The guard was senl oul to caplure us but
when the sergeant saw who we were he ran oul 1o meel
us with, ‘What's up? What's up?' | replied, 'Oh, nothing
much. The Siouwx have your mall, horses and our clothes
and came mighty near getting us. We walked In from
Strawberry Lake'."

For five months alter this narrow escape Brown look
on a storekeeping job. Then, In November, he was back




to-carrying the mail. This time Brown took on the added
responsibility of supervising the construction ol five
shelters at approximately 45mile Intervals between Forts
Stevensan and Totten, Most of the carriers were
Canadian Metis who used dogs to haul the mail during
the winter manths, The dangers were nol nearly so greal
then, lor the Sioux had signed a treaty during the sum-
mer. Bul no treaty could be signed with the weather,
Blizzards were [requent on Lhe Dakota plains and in
March, 1869, a fierce one caught Brown and four compan-
loms Shank, Bittner, Richer and Voyles — on the trail 15
miles from Totter When they lost the trall the tive built a
snow sheller and stayed in it overnight. Next day, howey-
er, the starm was just as Intense and the men declded to
head lor better shetter, leaving their sleighs behind. On
the way they became separated. Brown and Richer strug-
gled back Lo the sleighs where they waited oul the storm,
The others were notl as lucky. The bodies of Shank and
Bitiner were eventually located, bul Voyles' was never
found.

Even after that experience, Brown stayed with the
Pony Express until 1874, during which time he met and
married a preity Metis girl, Olive Lyonmais, of French-
Canadlan and Indian stock. But by then the Dakota
Territory was becoming crowded; at least by Kootenal
Brown's slandards. Settlers were flocking In and It was
becoming too tame for him. On June 9, 1874, he packed
up his wite and a new baby daughter and headed back to
the Canadian prairies (o yet another way ol lite, For the

John "Koate
Hrowan,

next couple ol vears he roamed the plains, following the
bultalo with a camp of Canadian hali-breeds,

“The half-breed hunting camp was an instilution all
its own and a law unfo itself,” Brown wrote of his experi-
ence with the Metls buffalo hunters. “They lived In tents
in the winter and put up log cabins wherever winter over-
took them." The exact location ol their hunting territory
is hard to pin-polnt as there were no boundary markers
then, but roughly Il covered the southeastern part of
Alberta and the southwestern sector of Saskatchewan,

It was a carefree life. The Metis were a happy fun-loy-
ing people. Every evening when they were not hunting
they would gather at someone’s tent or cabin for a party
or a dance. But the hunts were all business and highly
organized. Scouts rode ot to locate a big bulfalo herd —
sometimes a hundred or more miles from camp. Then
the whale camp would move and redocate nearer the hig
herd. Each hunler had at least two “buflalo runners,” fast
horses that could outrun the huffalo, while each camp
had as many as 4,000 horses — tough cayuses that never
saw grain but rustled for themselves summer and winter,

During the hunt the horsemen walked their ponles
slowly towards the buffalo In an extended line. Usually
the buffalo weni on quietly grazing until the hunters were
quite close, at which time the buffalo would break into a
trot. At a signal from the hunt leader the riders closed
up, then at the command, "Equa! Equa!” (*Now! Now!")
they spurred thelr monts 1o a full gallop.

“It was some experience,” Brown remembered, “Dust

" Brown's cabin, Waterton Lakes, October 10, 1883. Seated, left to right: A. Stavely Hill and Kootenai
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fiying, horns clashing, buffalo bellowing, men yelling, and
all going at top speed.”

Men with the best bulfalo rnoners usually made (he
most kills, Each hunter was responsible for hutchering
and skinning his kills, after which his wile and children
came out with a pony hitched 1o a two-wheeled carl Lo
haul in the meat, No meal was wasted in a Metis camp.
What could not be eaten fresh was either dried or made
into pemmican, Father Albert Lacombe, the beloved
Roman Catholic priest who spent over 60 years with the
Metls anid Indians In what is now Alberta, taught them
that wasie was sin. Apparently, though, the Blackfool
tribes did not share the Metls doctrine. "They were the
wasters,” Brown claimed, “They killed lor the joy of
killing, taking only hides and tongues and leaving the rest
to rot.” With white hunters to he south killing only lor
the hitdes, the bulfalo were soon on the point of extine-
tiom.

Brown, however, belleved it inevitable that the buffa-
lo had 1o go. "We couldn't have seltlers and buffalo,” he
sald. *1 have heard It satd, too, that the Uniled States gov-
ernment ollered a reward lor killing buffalo. They
believed that they could not conguer the Sloux Indians as
long as the buffalo roamed the prairies. | am sorTy as a
lover of sport. . . (and) as a humanitarian thal they are
pone, it they had to go.*

In 1876-TY came a period that Kootenai later regret-
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fed. It was an incongruous lime for a man who later
became a conservalionist. The bullalo were becoming
scarce 30, to make a living, he joined a bamnd of wolvers
— white men who killed wolves by poison. Woll hides
were worth 3250 each and thousands of the wily animals
then roamed the plains. A bottle of strychning cosling
perhaps $6, was enough to polson a large bulfalo carcass
upon which the unsuspecting wolves fed.

"It was a common thing to get 20 wolves the lirst
moraing after the poisen had been put oul,” Brown
remembered. One ol Brown's partners, Bill Martin,
claimed he got 125 wolves in a week, all within 200 vards

of a poisoned bulfalo carcass.

Walvers were @ hated group — despised by whites
and Indians allke. Perhaps, then, It was Inevitable that
the trade would lead Brown Inte trouble. It came In the
spring of 1877 at Fort Stewart, Montana, on the Missour|
River. After a drinking spree Brown quarrelled with a
man named Louis Ell, who apparently tried to cheat him
oul of the proceeds Irom some pelts he had sold
Whatever the lacts al the malter, the argument fed (o a
fight during which Brown, whose |emper was always
ghort, stabbed Ell o death

Before Brown could escape he was caplured by

- -

Right) John “Kootenai® Brown in later years.

(Opposite page, lop) John Brown and his second wife lsabella.
(oppeasite puge. bottom) Thin paiating of Fort Garry, Manitoba, 1872, by W Frank
Lynn, shows the commeanity as it appeared to Kootenai Brows,

{Above) The home of Fred Kanouse {n Fort Maclead. befare restoration. The
photo below shows the same building in the reconsiructed Fort Macleod.
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Sherill Rowe of Fort Benton and held for trial. During this
incarceration Brown had time 10 ponder his crime and on
July 23, 1877, e tried to commit suicide by stabbing him-
self in the chest. Fortunately he did not secceed, for he
was acquitted by a Territorial Grand Jury at a trial held in
Helena In November, “The most beautilul words in the
English language are "Not guilty’,” Brown 1old & friend
many years [ater. It was about the only thing anyone ever
heard him say about a period ol his life he wanted to for-
get, but never could.

Following the rial Brown gathered his family and
moved to what is now Waterton Lakes National Park,
where he built a log cabin beside the Kootenal (now
Waterton) Lakes. The wild grandeur of the area had
haunted Brown since the time In 1865 when he and his
friends emerged from the Kootenal Pass on their way to
Fort Edmontan from Wild Horse Creek. While contem-
plating his future in the Fart Benton jail, Brown had
decided that if he was acquitted, he would return to the
lakes Lo live out the rest of his Jife.

Athough a lonely place lor Olive, who was used o
the conviviality of the Metis hunting camps, {or Brown it
was ldeal, Here he could hunt and fish and do as he
pleased, beholden (o no man, Nor was earning a living a
prablem, Game abounded and lakes and streams teemed
with fish. If he needed flour, sugar, tea or other staples,
he simply sold a wagonload of fist. *[ used to sell fish at
Macleod,” e recalled. “We caughl them ln the Waterton
Lakes and fished both winter and summer. | have seen
me gel §75 lor my load of fish and we thought that a big
price in those days.”

Forl Macleod was a bustling town that owed its or-
gin to the North West Mounted Police (NWMP) b,
despite its location in southern Alberta, It was primarily
an American oulpaost. Fort Benton merchants .G Baker,
T.C, Powers and Murphy Neeland were Macleod's biggest
businessmen. Bullwhackers, profanely wging long strings
of oxen along the Whoop-Up Trail from Fort Benton,
brought in most of the merchandise and until the arrival
of Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) in 1883, all outgoing
mail hore American stampa.

On one ol his trips Lo Fort Macleod, Brown was intro-
thuced to H A (Fred) Kanouse who had also squatted on
land near Kootenai Lakes. The two became friends and
decided to go into partnership, starting a store on whal
later became Brown's first homestead. “Fred and | had a
stock valued at $4.0N and our customers were Indians,
mostly Kootenals, Nez Perces and Flatheads from the
Flathead Reservation in Montana,” Brown recalled.

The Indians were greal gamblers and Brown and
Kanouse often won back the goods they had just sold, 4
was a fool racer and a good shot and in competitions
with them on Lhe track and with the rifle | could always
beat them,” Koolenal hoasled "We had Iwo good horses
and in horse racing we alse got the best of them. In fact
we beat them al every turn.”

The Indians grew angrier as time passed and per-
haps it was forfunate thal the American government
finally stopped their Indians rom coming into Canada 1o
trate. Otherwise, Brown and Kanouse might well have
had a full-blown war on their hands. As It was, (rade
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slackened and Brown sald out to Kanouse, who moved
the business 1o Fart Macleod, By then Brown had estab-
lished himsell as a big game, fishing and tourist goide. He
was attracting all the work he could handle and no longer
needed to live dangerously, pitting his wits against sever-
al tribes of Indians.

Also by then, Brown was well known 1o ex-Mounted
Foliceman C.E.0. Wood and ET, Saunders, who had
recently started the Fart Macleod Gazete, ltems In their
paper like the following, which appeared in the spring of
1883, did much to help Brown's guiding business. “Mr.
Brown of Kootenal Lakes brought to town on Saturday a
trout weighing 30 pounds, . . Some people may think this
I5 a fishy story, but we have seen the troul and can
vouch lor its truth.”

With the CPR slowly stretching westward, in 1883
Kootenal began getling assignments 1o guide some
prominent peaple, Including the Earl of Latham. Stavely
Hill ol the Oxley Ranch, who accompanied Lord Latham,
wrole of Brown: *He was a wild Indian looking fellow, in a
slauch hat and curiously constructed garments. . . He
had seen service In the British Army but with his long
hair and moccasins had not much of the European
remaining in his appearance, . " Brown was proud of his
“wild Indian” appearance and wndoubledly Impressed
Lortt Laltham more than if he had turned oul on the
shores of Koolenal Lakes dressed in fuxedo and top hat,

For 1he next couple of years Brown continued 1o get
good coverage Irom the Fort Macleod Gazette. The
November 14, 1888, issue contained an item alluding to
the unseasonably warm weather: “).G. Brown from
Kootemal Lakes was in town last week, Mr. Brown informs
us that he rode from the lakes to Macleod, a distance of
50 miles, and thal he was uncomfortably warm while trot-
ling along. . .” Next March 21, the Gazeite reported: "1.G.
Brown, who came to lown yesterday, nearly lost a horse
by drowning in the Kootenal River. ., "

These mundane accounts told of the rather qulet life
Brown was then leading, Strangely, there s no mention of
the death of his lovely Olive, who passed away sometime
between 1883 and 1885, According to Marie Rose Smith,
who met Brown after 1885 and later wrole several arti-
cles about him, Olive pever recouperated alter giving
birth 1o a son, Leo, and died while Brown was away on a
hunting trip.

Brown was away on another extended hunting trip In
1885 when Maj. L, Crozier of the NWMP, leading & contin-
gent of Mountles and civilian volunteers, tangled with
Gabriel Dumont and his Metls army at Duck Lake,
Saskalchewan, and the North West Rebellion began. Forl
Macleod, Fort Calgary and most other settlements in
soulhern Alberta wers ln the midst of some 4,000
Blackiool, Blood, Peigan and Stoney Indians. If they went
om the warpath all the whites in the area could be wiped
oul. Consequently, Jahn Stewart, a former ollicer with
the Princess Lovise Dragoon Guards, offered to ralse four
troops of Rocky Mountain Rangers to pateol the area.
The Canadian Army agreed with the idea and when
Kootenal Brown returned from his hunl he volunteersd.
He was accepted along with 114 other plainsmen who
were able (o ride hard and shoot siraight.




The Rangers, with their Western sombreros, buck-
skin shirts, Cartridge belts and knives, leather chaps and
Mexican spurs, were a colourful group. Brown, able 1o
speak many Indian dialects fluently, became a scout, The
Rangers patrolled a vast area hetween the Red Deer River
on the north and the American border on the south. Had
they been called on to fight, they undoubtedly would
have diven a good account of themselves, However, only
one patrol exchanged shots with hostile Indians, who
immmediately turmed tall lor the Mantana border

Brown's services lasted 77 days Tor which he
received $118.50 In cash and $80 in scrip, which he
exchanged for 320 acres of land next 1o his original
homestead While with 1he Rangers somewhere near
modern Medicine Hat, Brown met an Indian woman who
tater became his wile. Some writers have claimed that
she was a beautihul princess, daughter of a high ranking
chief, In reality she was neither, but she was a faithful
companion to Brown, a fine cook and a meticulous
housekeeper.

“Oftimes the Browns traveled in the mountains with
pack horses," Marie Rose Smith wrote ol John and
Isabella. “He was an excellent shot and energelic at keep-
ing the pot lull, Mrs. Brown was splendid at tanning hides
antl curing meal. She also was a good shol hersell, bring-
ing in many prairie chickens, partridges and ducks.”

It was an Idyllic lile, one thal they could have
enjoyed lor the rest ol their days, Unfortunately, lish and
game gradually grew scarcer and Brown had to look for
another means ol earning a living. As Il happened, the
NWMPF began pasturing some of their horses along the
nearby Belly River. Brown approached them lor a job and
was Immediately hired.

Brown continued to work for the NWMP olf and on
lor 10 years, sometimes as a guide, sometimes as a train-
er for their horses. During this period he began fighting
to have his beloved Kootenal Lakes area set aside as a
natlonal park, Game was growing ever scarcer and il
actlon was nol taken he knew that ina few years it would
be too lale Lo save species such as the Rocky Mountain
Big Horn sheep, griezlies and mountain goal. His fricnds
— John Herron who became a Member of Parliament Tor
the Fort Macleod riding, C.E.D. Wood ol the Macleod
Gazette, and FW. Godsal, a rancher in the Cowley distric
— shared his feelings, Godsal cantacted Willlam Pearce,
Superintendent ol Mines, who was slationed al Calgary,
Floally, on May 3, L8835 alter a flood of letters from
Pearce and others, Lhe lederal povernmen! set aside a
small tract of land as a forest reserve

Meanwhile, Brown had (o find ways to make a living.
He had known for years of the oil seepage along
Blakiston (now Cameron) Creek and had used the black
liquid to grease his wagon. When ofl companies began
exploring the area around 1890, Brown teamed with
Willlam Aldridge, n Mormon farmer from Cardston, to
pxploit the seepage. Aldridge and his son Oliver devised
a means of collecting the oll in barrels which was then
solil to the farmers settfing around Cardston for $1 a gal-
lon. Alridge and Brown were probably the only ones
who tid make a little money from the ol as, due 1o poor
roads and primitive drilling equipment, the boom went

bust, although some companies kept Lrying lor Lhe
bonanza for many years.

It was nol vntil January of 1901 that Brown's fight for
a federal park paid off monetarily, when he was appoint-
ed fishery officer for the reserve al a salary of $50 a year.
Meanwhile, he kept fighting for a national park, He did
not gel his wish then, bhut in 1508, through his friends,
Godsal and Herron, he became game guardian of the
Kootenay Reserve, an Alberta governmen! appointment,
The nex! step — a big one — came in March of 1910
when the federal forestry appointed him forest ranger in
charge of the Kootenay Fores! Reserve. AL Lhe age of 71
he started a new career in the Civil Service of Canada.

Kootenai Brown attacked his new Job with an enthu-
siasm that belied his years. To get through the mountain
of paperwork faster he asked for — and got — a typewrit-
er. This he mastered through hard work. Al the same
time he began trying to persuade his superior, Howard
Douglas, Commissioner of Parks, to have the Kootenay
Forest Reserve enlarged and made into a national park
adjoining Glacier National Park in Montana. With pres-
sure coming from Brown, Douglas, Herron and Godsal,
the Federal Government finally vielded and, in 1911,
Kootenay Forest Reserve became a park. Bul, by some
strange rensoning, It was reduced in size from 54 square
miles to 13¥ square miles. As a further insult, its name
was changed {rom Kootenay o thal of the lakes In the
main valley. These lakes were named [or Charles
Waterton, an 18th century English naturalist, by Lieut.
Thomas Blakiston who discovered them in 1858 while
with the Palliser Expedition.

Though his territory shrank when Il became a
riational park, Kootenal's workload dld nol. As acling
superintendent lie was responsible for rangers, road
builders, trail culters and other stail. His advancing years
did not keep him from driving himself and his staiff and
frying to turn the park into a first-class tourist atiraction,
in 1914 his dream of 3 park and game preserve joined 1o
Clacier National Park finally became a reality when the
federal government enlarged Walerton 1o 423 square
miles. The park then required 4 full superintendent bt
Brown did nol get the job, "Ranger Brown cannol exer-
cise proper supervision over the extended area due to
extreme age,” Chiel Superintendent CB, Hervey advised
his superiors alter visitlng the park and Brown's assis-
tant, Robert Cooper, got the job in his place,

After the demotion— and undoubtedly because of it
— notations of failing health began to appear more often
in Brown's wellkept diary. In the spring of 1916, alter a
serious bout of Hllness, he made his will and bequeathed
all his possessions to his falthlul 1sabella. On July 18 he
passed quietly into his linal sieep.

But his dream of a great park lives on. In 1932 it
became Olacler-Waterton Internatiomal Peace Park by
comsent of the Canadian and United States governments;
a vast gaine reserve and mountain playground where the
peaple ol 1wo nations intermingle (n everdncreasing num-
bers 1o admire nature's magnificent wonderland, In it
Kootenal Brown lkles buried between his two wives In a
specially marked grave.

He must be very pleased. ]
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IS PEIANTOM TRAIN

OF MEDICINE ]

A true story of a train wreck in which the engineers had been warned in advance. Fate
assured that the third warning was in vain.

Certainly the men working for the Canadian Pacific

Railway (CPR) had little to grumble about,
although the winter had been pretty rough: lots of snow
to plough. But it was now June and the spring had been
good and summer looked even better. Then came the
phantom train.

Bob Twohey was engineer and Gus Day the fireman
on an engine travelling from Medicine Hat to Dunmore. It
was about 11 o’clock at night when the strangest thing
happened. As the engine proceeded towards Dunmore,
where they were to couple up with the Spokane Flyer, a
train appeared before them, approaching on the single
line that wound around the cutbanks before climbing a
steep grade from the valley to the tableland of prairie.

Twohey and Day were not expecting any trains com-
ing toward them and common sense dictated that this
was not happening. Their job was to take the engine to
Dunmore and pick up the Flyer. The Flyer did not enter
Medicine Hat and there were no other scheduled trains
at that time,

“The headlight of the approaching train seemed to
be about the size of a wagon wheel,” engineer Day told
Andrew Staysko later. (Staysko retired in 1955 after 48
years of service with the CPR.) “The reflection ahead was
as though the firebox was open on the locomotive,” Day
said.

He shouted to fireman Twohey and made for the
gangplank to jump. Twohey reached instinctively for the
brake valve, but his hand stopped in mid-air as the
approaching train whistled a warning signal for the curve
around which Twohey and Day’s engine had just come.

Day was stunned as he stood at the doorway of the
cab. Twohey was similarly immobile, His hand remained
suspended over the brake valve. As they stood there in
silence, their engine still moving, a string of phantom
coaches sped past them on non-existent tracks!

“The coach windows were lighted and crew mem-
bers waved a greeting from places where crew members
would be expected to be found waving greetings as trains
pass one another,” Staysko recounted.

Then the phantom train disappeared.

Twohey and Day looked at one another in silent
110 Frontier Days In Alberta

THE year was 1908, a pretty good year, as years go.

bewilderment, then went about their jobs of getting the
engine into Dunmore and coupling up to the Spokane
Flyer. Each was fearful of whal the other might have
thought had they expressed their feelings. They reached
Dunmore, coupled to the Flyer and the night ended with-
out further incidents.

Two weeks went by before the engineer and fireman
met on a street in Medicine Hat. Feeling safer with the
passage of time since the incident, they found the
courage to talk about what had happened on that strange
night. They admitted that they were thankful to learn
that what had happened had at least been shared by
both. But it certainly left them with an eerie feeling.

It worried Twohey in an additional way. He told Day
that he had been to a fortune teller in the city. The seer
told him he would die within a month. Since he was in
good health, this bit of candid news was disconcerting.
to say the least.

“I'm going to lay off for a couple of trips,” Twohey
told Day. There was no sense in tempting fate. Day
agreed, although he decided to stay on the job.

A few nights passed. Nothing untoward happened.
Then one night Day was on the same engine, guietiy
going about his duties, when he was suddenly jolted to
rigid attention by a gasp from J. Nicholson, the engineer
who replaced Twohey when he booked off sick.

“What the hell’s thal?” Nicholson yelled.

They were at exactly the same spot where the phan-
tom train had appeared a few weeks before. Once again a
train was coming straight at them, whistle blowing and
headlight gleaming like a beacon in the pitch blackness.
At a crucial moment, as before, the train seemed to veer
onto a separate track and pass them. Again crew memn-
bers waved greetings from their respective positions in
the engine and cars. The two men were stunned to
silence as they continued to Dunmore to complete their
shifts. The phantom train had once again vanished into
the dark toward Medicine Hat.

When Gus Day reported for duty on the morning ol
July 8, 1908, he was assigned to yard duty. Fireman H
Thompson took his place on the engine thal was to make
a morning trip to Dunmore to pick up the Spokane Flyer
This time the job was to take the Flyer east Lo Swifl



Current. With engineer J. Nicholson at the controls, the
train pulled out of Medicine Hat and headed into the
hills.

For the first two miles oul of Medicine Hat, the trip
was uneveniful. But as they approached the spot where
the phantom (rain had been seen on two separate occa-
stons, another train appeared, This Yime W was Droad
daylight — and the train was real!

Passenger train 514 was barrelling in from
Lethbridge. With brakes screeching on the in-bound pas-
senger train and the single engine heading for Dunmore,
the inevitable resulted: a terrible, grinding collision.

When the smoke had cleared and rescue teams had
reached the scene, the tragic toll was laken. Both engi-
neers were killed, one on each engine. A [ireman named
Gray and a conductor named Mallet, both on the
Lethbridpe train, were killed, as were seven passengers
on that fateful journey.

Thompson, the fireman on the outbound engine,
escaped by jumping at the last moment. He recalled later
that just before the crash he had seen a farmer standing

on a hill, waving his arms. Apparently the farmer could
see both the engine and the passenger train as they
headed lowards each other on the single track and real-
ized that a crash was coming. He tried to warn Lhe
engine, bul the gesture had been misinterpreted as a
friendly salute,

The warring by the farmer was The tird 10 be fiven:

two “phantom” warnings, and one that was extremely
real. Tragically, all were ignored. Fireman Day was the
luckiest man alive that morning. He was firing up an
engine in the vard, back at Medicine Hat, when news of
the wreck reached him. Engineer Nicholson was not as
lucky. He was in charge of that engine on its way to
Dunmore. He had seen the phantom.

Even stranger is the fact that the engineer on the
incoming passenger train had also seen the phantom. He
was Bob Twohey, who had overcome his fear of the
phantom train and had gone back to work. Unfortunately
for him, he had been picked to drive the engine of the
train that followed the phantom train route to Medicine
Hat! ®

The phantom train of Medicine Hal that became a reality when a collision one clear summer morning occurred west of

Medicine Hat, Alberta.
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