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CROFTEll ( !()L( )\ISAT1()N.

EIGHTH REPORT
OK

HER MA.IIXrVS (OM.MlSSKlMvlis AI>|»()|\Ti:i)

TO (AHIIV Ol'T A SCIILMK

Ul'

(COLONISATION IN TIFK DOMLXJON op CANADA

OK

mwrm and cottars from the western hiohlwds
AM) ISEAXDS OF SCOTLAND.

TO Till-; Ql KIlXs MOST EXCELI.IiXT MA.IK.STV,

.May it im. i:\sk \'t)\ \i Ma.ikstv :

\y,', tli(> imdcrsi-iicl ('nnmii..si(,iicis iippoii.rcd under ^mM• Maicstvs Sin,,
Alan.ial lor tlu- purposr „r nurym- nut a sHh-uh. of colouisation in the JJoni'inior, of
( ana.ia o! orott(Ms an. cottais from the Western Ifi-hlands and [sland.s of .Scotlandami t;oni the eon-ested districts of Ireland, .k^sire hund.lv to suhnn-t to your iMaicstvthe toilowni';- Report :

j j j

Reports have hecn received from the a-ent of the I'.oard in Canada relatin- to thesettlements at Kdlarney. in Manitol.a. and at Saltcoats in the North West 'IVrritories
of ( anada, for the year ]S!m;. The fran.er was estalilished i„ the sununer of 1S8S
prKii' to the constitution of the Uoard. and the latter in the sprin- ,.f !ss<) most Ofthe fanniies also havin.u I.en seleefed liefore the hi'st mci'tinn of th'e Hoard.

StatemcMits are a[)pended coutainin-' extracts from the a-ent's reports ( Appendix \ )
.•in(| statistics (Appendix 1',.) showin- the po.sition of the settlements in 1 sin;, and

nils, and other informali
i^i^in^ ihe acreap' under various crops, live stock on the ti

Killiiniiii Si-tlh'iih'iit.

Ilieiv are .")4 homestead- under cultivation in the K..„.,,„,
numhcrs about Kid ]iersons. The area uii(k"r cultivation in is'Mi'w.,,, _.,._,. ,ieie
the addiiioiial area lirokeii and under summer fallow was ill:! acres, or a total of

on.
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liorsos, ;5S oxen. S'J cows, ti'.t IicifiTs, -It) stcrrs, 1 bull, and Hit pij^s. The nmnlicr of

c'liic'kcus and (itlicr poulnv owned 1)\ llic various f'auiilie.s is l,f>71. 'riicsf tijiures

how a satistiu'torv inci'casc over tiic pn'vious year, while, as will be seen i'roni tlie

returns, the increase as comitared with l>^!M» is reinarkalile.

The families in the settlement have cut 7*i''> tons of hay.

The l^oard has now olitained po.s.session of all the lands upon which luc crofte»'s

ai'c settled. In all except 1.") ca.scs ti heads cf fandlies and !• voun^cr niendicrs-

the land has been leased to the ci'ufters, and will Iiecomc theii' pro|)crty aftei' the

payment of I'ont for (>i>.;ht years.

The ci'ofters rofusiiii^' to sipi lel,sc^• have liccn inforined that luiless they reconsider

thcii' decision at once ;hey nn:st •"•.te their fai'ms.

80 far no arranp-menl has iiecn made between the crofters and thcii' outside

creditors tor the disjxisal of the <lebts, so unwisely incurred, which have tended to

retard the |)ro.Lrress and welliire of the settlement. Negotiations arc in proj^ivsis,

howcM'r. which it is lio])ed may have a satisliictoiy ternu'nation.

The ISoard ari'an;j,'ed dnriiin' the present year for I'l'ofessor liankine, (^( .. of

Kdinliur^h, to visit the two settlemems, to report upon their position, and njjon

certain I'cpresentations made by the crofters. The report is now in possession of the

Hoard, and will be of great service in connection with tlie endeavours that arc iicirig

made to })laco the settlements in a more satisfactory financial .state.

77/C Sil/frnil/.< Sittli'lilnit.

'i'hc Saltcoats settlement i'((ntaiiis about lt(» persons. 'I'hey had :>."> acres under
cultivation.

The crofters have not. it is stated, sown a larger area of grain, becau.se they prefer

to ilevote more attention to the raising of live stock, which besides being more
profitaltlc, enables them to go out to earn money during the seeding and harvest

seasons.

It will be seen that the crofter.5 now have DO horses, as against 'Jl in b'-i!t")
:

'1 oxen,

83 cows, 7>i heifers, 47 steers, ."> bulls, \V1 sheep, 1.') pigs, and .')!••_' clu'cken.s. These
figui'cs show an increas(^ as com[)are(l with the prcvirms year.

It is gratifying to the IJoard to learn that the Saltcoats .settlers have not incurred

outside debts to any a[)|ireciable extent : that they rarely ask foi' civdit, and that

where t-i'cdit is given they seldom ;dlow the date of payment to pass without
di.scharging their obligations.

I.egislation has been passed by the Canadian Parliament to enable the Saltcoats

settlers to take u]» new locations. Their existing lands will be Vidued. and tlieir

accounts credited accordingly. On their new lands they will give the Hoard
mortgages for the lialance of their indebtedness.

All oi' wliieh \se hinnlily submit to ^Oui' .Majesty's gi'acious consideration.

J. (i. ('oi.MKi!. Secretary.

December. 1807.

H.M.i-oi 1! oi- Hri!i.i;nin.

StUATMIONA AM) iMol NT KOVAI..

MoltACi: I'lA NKia'T.

Ja.mks Kin(;.

( '01. IN SC'OTT-jVloNClilKFK.

David Uiciimond.

doiiN Hoss-oi -Hladensuuhu.
Tiio.MAs Skinnku.
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AI'PKIVDIX A

I. EXTIIAIT KIICM Till- HkI'oKT OK TIIK. AclINT UK
IMi: l!oAl:l> KKsCKiTIM; ju\: KlI.LM.-NKV
iSirni.KMKsr.

I IlllVr thf llcliiillr- lo illtul-lii yi.ll thill llie illllivi.iu.ll
rc|M)rt,s ;iii(l stiileiiii'Mls (iii tin- Killariicy ScttlMinMit havr
bei-ri sent tci you iniiliT sc|iiii:itr c-ov'it^ liv ||.'i^t^R(l
irniil.

SI, il, nil iil.t ,iiii( liiiliriihiiil Hi /...itf.

TIlL' \ill-iull^ stilti llicill" llllVC lii'iTI rn||||iill'il witll :i

view III -liciuiri'; tin: t'iilk>! |i,,smI,1,. iiii,,niMti..ii in uliat
w Imped iiia.v )ir toiiiiil a rcuvcniiait l.nin lor ivl'cn nee.
'I'Ih'V ci'iitaiii a ivciad ..I tlic lien iiiiiiiIht. nairic, aj;i', aii(i
liMiiliiiii of cacli .sfttlui',tu};vtlici-\vitli llic iianicamraj^fol
faili irirtiilKi-ol'cviTy family. Tlir iinuilu'rof aires uiiil'r
ciiltivalion nf wheat, oats ami |iolatiies, avi'iiiiui.' |.ei'acie,
.Mcld and market value of llio .siiiie. Total aen-s midei'
iidtivatioii. Iiveakiii^r. liackseltiiij: and .iiimiiei- fallow
done during' llie yeaf. and ,umnd total nf aei:--- tliat eaii
lie li|-on;jlil under eliltivati(j|i fipr llie <i'iin;:(if InMT, as
well as the live stock on each hona'stea .. value of "im
lirovoiiieiits tte., present approximate \alue of h.ime
stead, total approximate ve'-ii' of tile Koanls M'eurity,
delils owin.!; to tlie muiiic'ip, litie~ and l!oar<l. aTiioiitits
paid thereon, and L'eueral remark-,

/.'- '(/"/«/-///../!.

A comparative statemenl ha- iieon adde.; inr the years
IS'.io and IMM;. This statement shows that the ';.ital

acres lirouj;lit under the plou;;h in ISfri was l'. !s-.', ami
for IKh;. :i.741j„an increase of l.."i.'i!l/,. or an a\eraf;eof
over (;il acres to each settler : al-o tha'l the total nuiTitier
of acres under cultivation for IMlo was Kii's. and for
ISW;, l,x-ix. an increase of |,,jii.". acres. In Isiio the
aereaj,'e under wheat was \,-r.V.), with an a\eraf;e yield of
la liilshels ; and in ISilli, -'.:.'l(i, with an avera^'e vield of
over li liushels to the acre. In I8!)(i the acrea-e under
oats was 7) acres, with an avera^te yielil •f over -JK

lai^hels til tile acre: and in IsiHi, M-> acres, with an
averaMc yield of over l!i Imsliels to the acre. The
numlier of acres luider potatoes in ISiin was In, with an
a'era^re yield of over ITHlaishels to the acre: and in
ISiM;. liil acres, which yielded :!. 1 1,"., .a- ..\ei 17o Kushels
lo the acre.

The settlers could have found a ready market for their
(lops durin;; the autumn of |8!)ii. at an avera^:e of i;i)

cents I'.ir wheat, oats Is, and potatoes I'd cents i.er

l.u-hel.

It will lie seen, liy coiiipariim the statement uitlithc
one received liy you last year ( ISii.'.) that altlinu;;li the
settlers had a larger area nf wheat and oats uiider
culti\atioii, the yield was niucli less. .\ltlioui;li the
-ettleis ei'ops have not yielded as much per acre a> tliev

did ill IMi.'i, they have received at least mie thin! more
per liiisliel for tlieir .u'rain.

It will lie further (ili.served that in Islin the ciufteis
purchased I lioisc, and in ISIll! they had in their
possession 7."i, an increase of 71. The a^'ent regrets lo
s,i> that with few exceptions the settlers still owe .some
of the purchase money on their horses,

In ISiinihe iiundierof oxen (l.t'.ll)was .".7: and in
18!l(i. II, a decrea.se of -l(i. Uiiriii;; the vejir nxen were
supplied to Nos. I, I, l-l, and :!•;.

.\,L'ain in ISIMI the crofters purchased lil oxen : and in
IS!)ti they had in their possession ,'ts, an increase ,,f |.|.

In ISlKithe settlers had ;)7 of the ori^'iual cows su|i-

plied to them hy the lioard : and in ISDi;. :!. a decrease
of lit. t'liws puichascd liy settlerti in addition to those
supplied liy the Hoard in ISIiii nilliiliered J."i and in ISilli

this numlier was increased hy ."i7.

The numlier nf youuf; stock, iVc., is as follows
;

Heifers, 189(1, fiO
: ISOC, lift : an inereas.^ of |ii.

Steers, IS'Mi, :i7 ; ISIIC, Hi : ,. .. <|.

Hulls. IW)ii. .-,
: |,mi(i,

1 : a decrease of .|.

roulliy. IMK), Si:{; ISIK;, 1.(171 : an increase of N.-.,s

I'iKs. ' ISfiii, :fs ; ISIHi. I I!) : .. ill,

(i.M.

The cause of the decrease in the lixc-inrk ori-inillv
-.I'plled to the settlers is aeeuimted for l.y di'illl a!,,^

/'iirn-ln^iiiii /'riii'ici/iiii/x.

Willi few exeeptiiins title |„ those lands .„, which the.oard made advances to the settlers, ha^e revere!
uiiiler the toreelosinK suits to the lioard.

" ^' '"i"

II. KxrnuT n:oM ,,„: |i,;,,„,, .,k tmk .\,iKNT

I have the honour to inform you ihat the i,i,liM,|n,.I
I loiter Keports and state nts have l.e,,, -ent toy.,,imder separate cover liy re-istered mail

I he various statements have lieen compiled with the
1" ^ ol showine the tidiest possil,|e inforniation in w ,

't
Is I loped may lie lound a eonvenient form for reference

li"i "I tMi'. ^et lei. together with the name ami aye of
'•aci memlier „l every lainily. The numlier of ."errsunder cultiva ion „) wheat, oats, and potatoes, a vra-e
||<T acre, yieM and market value of the- same. Totalucres under cu tivation. Kieakiue. hackseltinu ansummi'i- tallow, done during- the year, and ^ram, t^t.il ofacies, that nui l,e l.rou^^ht under cultivation duriiiK the
>r liKol |s.,,.,.s well as the livestock on the hums,
Nalue ol improvenieiils, .ye., on each lioniesfeail, pre:
.i|||iroxiiiiate ol the lioards security, aniouiit of pi'iuc
aiUanced l.y the lioard. and -eiieial remarks.

.sent

ipal

/I'iri,/,;/„/„/;.,„,

.\ comparative statemenl has Keen added for the year
IS!li,a>,d IS!l(i, winch shows that the total acres l„.,aH
under the ploii-h, IS!«i was IhS, and for |^<i(; -r? .,

ilccrease ol l.-,:i acres : ,d.so that the total iiuinl,..r'o'f
iicies under cultivation for l.sjiii „as l:!!». and for l,H'm
:i.i, a decrease ol in acres. In ISIKI the acrea"e iind'er
vWieatwas.7i. which yielded over If, li,U;,:is audi:
IMKi, I, a ikrrea.se ol i:)', ,,eres. In 1S!(0 the number of
acres under oats was 7;tJ acres, and in IS!)(l, |k

j,

decrease of .-,.-, acres In Isiiii the aciva-e under pot.-.t'oes
was Si wluch yielded I ISO l.iisliels : and in IS<)(; 'n

acrivs, which yielded :i..Vlli liushels. The setth-rs found
a ready market lor their fan iiduee at the followiiiL-
li.u'iires

: \\ heat do ceiit.s, „ats in, ami potatoes io eent.s
per laishel. As pointed out in the agent's 18!).-, report
the calls, or the settlers not sowiii- a lai-er area of
-'•II" i^expla 1 l.ytlie settlers having practicalK "iven
iiji ,i;rain .yrowiii^ and devofiii^ their attention to the
nii-^ms of hvo stock which they contend " pavs liest and
:illows us to -oout and earn iiionev diirin- the sowiiu'
and iiarvesl seasons.'

The coinpaialive statemenl fiuther shows th;,t in ISIKi
the eiolters had no horses. :iiid in I.sJh; they iia,| in
their possession .-ill horses. hi Isiio the numlier of
( olonisalion Hoard oxen were :.'S, .-Mid i,, |,i;))(l c, a
deciea.se of ±2: aj;aii in ISiiothey had no other 'oxeti
than tho.se supplied to theiii l.y the Hoard: while in'
IMliC they had two, Coloiiisation Hoard cows I89(i
iiuiiiliered lil, and in IS!h; (i, a decrease of i:i eow.s'
Cows purchased hy the settlers, i,, aiMitioii to tho.se
supplied li,\ the Hoard in |s!)ii. numliered (i. and in l,Hi)(;

ihis number was in, Teased t,i Mi. ail iiaa-eas,. of 77 e„ws
Th' number of yoiiii,;; st,i,-k, ,V,'.. is as fol|,,ws

:

Heifers, ISiKl, l.". : Isiii;, 78; an imaease of ,;:i

Steer.s, tsiin, II : ISDO, 17 : „ x',

Hiill.s, |,8iK), 1 ; ISitd, .-,
:

".
'^'_

1'

Sheep. iMMi. II

:

|8|mi, ;ij
"

••

I'iflS, ISIKI, (1
:

1 8! Ml. !.,
;

I'oiiltiy. IsDii, I7(i: l8!Mi, .Mij
: „ ,. 1 p;.

Tons of hay cut in ISi)0, l'IMi : and in psfni. |,|;',:j.

The I'ause in the decrease in the live stm-k. orieinallv
siipplieil liy the Hoanl to the settler-', is explained by
iliMlh :iii,l sale.
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William M. 1 1

Malii.lm M. her

Dniial.l M.'Dniiaia

^aniiH'l (traliam

.liilm McKay

Ntirman ( Ivaliam

William M,l,.'u(l

.l.iliii NirlmlMm

.InllM M.'la'all

.luhii (aiii|.l...ll

Aii,:U' < Iraliani

loliM MiKiai/.io

.l.tliri Mrl .1

William M.l.rucl
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\,vwi- \lrl 1

Ki'iimili Ml Aiili'V

.I..I111 \1< Aiilcy

N.al MiiMiM -

Aii^'ii- M.lloiiaM

.liihii MiKciizic

Aiinii- M.Ia-. •!

n.inal.l Mil .1

.l.ihii M,.ni-,.ii

Mnr.lci Mniii-.M

.lolill < 'laliam

.Inliii (.lahaiii '

All.Mi \l,l.,.,,.l

Miir.l.. S-,,.uiMi

.Inhii \l.K.-n/i.'

H.mal.l M,K-n/ii'

K..|im-ili M.I.I-...1

William M.ll"iialcl

Dniialil Muiiay

Alc\aii.lri\hl .Irl

Mui'lc ( ijaliani

liu-ll"l-

tilKI
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AI'I'KNDIX \\.-n,„tii>ni;l

SALTCOATS CUOFTKKS, isini

S'l'A'lKMKN"!' lOMI'll.KO I'No.M I Nil iKMA I'll IN ro.VI'AIXKH

liicii

Nuitilier.

NiiiiiIitT ul" Arro iiHilcr ( 'ultixalinn. \c.

N.mit'T;.
Wheat.

iAc'iv-. \wU. Vi.hii'

-- !l.-i Nfil McKay -

li lloMiilil .\lMiTi>*iin

II t'llllllf^ II.IC-lltTt.V
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Tt .Miilc.ihii MrKay

X} — IViiT M.iiri>iiii

:<li - l><iijaM M.'Dniiiilil

- 77 AlcMuiclii .Mc-n.iiial

'M, Mai> MclLaiaM
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:«l I -
I
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411 , — ! N,.il MrSv..-.Ml

I I
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AIM'EXDIX I',. r„„ti,H,r<l.

- SALTCOATS CROFTKliS, \h\w.

IV TIIK INDIVIDIAI. ( 'l(( iriKHs' HkIM.HTS, 18!)(i.

(JlHIllI

Ti)lal of

Acres
miller

Ureak-

"Iff. (iraiid
Hack
netting,

and
t'liltiva- Siiiiimer

Total

f.ir

tllUl, Kallow, !

'*«''

1 800. :

I
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