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VOYAGE AND JOURNEY

OF THE

2nd Batt. Scots Fusilier Guardé

From Southampton (England) to Montreal

(Canada,)
DURING THE WINTER OF 1861-2.

Tus Rouls to hold ourselves in readiness for service in Onnada was recelved from
the Horse Guards on the 11th December, 1881, From that date nntil the 18th,
the day on which we were to leave l.nm{nn, we were bugily employed in pack-
ing stores; Inspecting to sea who wore fit and unfit for actlve service; vigiting
snd bidding adieu to friends and relatives ; making arrangements for the com-
fort of the married women who wore all left behind ; and numberless other thin,
“ too utmerons to mention.” I went out on the evening of the I8th to bid
‘igood-bye” to some friends ; when I camo home about midnight, I expected to
find the men all in bed, bnt was surprised when I got to my room to find
them all itting around ﬁ:e fire, singlog songs, and apparently as merry as if
they had not a single care In lifs. In the interval between the songs, they
discussed with much animation the prospect of war with the Northern States
of Amerion; most of them eatertained the opinfon that tho disgusting pride of
the Vankees would make them atick to thefr prigoners,* when a war must ine~
vitably ensue; and, as roatter of course, gold chaing, wooden legs, arma In
slings, and Victoria Orosses, would be the order of the day. We continued elng-
ing and talking uatil sleép gradnally overpowered us ; no one, however, thought
of gaing 10 bed, but slept whera they aal or lay, We were roused about 4 a,tn.
1o got breakfuat, and put our traps together. Wo fall In on parade whilst
it was yet dark ; we were Inspocted and the roll called, when, to the credit of
the battalion ba it said, not s man was ahsent, 'ihe Grenadler Guards, alxo
for service In QOnnada, started half an hour before us, Numbers of {ndlﬂ,
officers, and relationa and frionds of the men, were assembled in the barrack
equare to see us off. When the word of command, * fours Right,” was given,
such a cheor arose as made the welkin ring again. Unfortunately, owing to
the lamented derth of Hia Royal Highness tha Prince Consort, we had no musie
to cheer us on our march, Military Bands in London not belng ailowed to play
while the Court js iu mourning. We missed the familiar atraing of the “ Girl
1 left behind me,” and ‘other tunes usuaily played on leaviag a station. Many
eaid it was like going to a funeral, and that it was a bad omen. - To make up
for the deficiency in instrumental music, theré was plenty of vocal. “ To the
West,” "Oheer Boys, Oheer," and * Dixie's Land,” were sung agaln and again
in our progress through the atreets. Peopie were continually rushing into the'
ranka to ghake hands, and bid adleu to friends, sweathesrts or relations. .
Wives walked h{ the eide of their hushands, their eyes red and swollen with-
weaping ; they fuily beileved (as did most of the men) that we were going on
aotive servics, and the thought that they might never see each other again was
doubtless uppermost in their minds. It must bave been a govere trial 10 m-t
thus from their husbands, especiaily those who had been newly married ;
and I am afraid (judging from my own feelings) that a good deal of the mirth
sean upon the faces of the single men was only assimed, to put a good faco'on
our ing. Most of ua left relatives behind, and ! did not know ona who did
not leave somebcdy dearer than any relative, =

* Magon and Slidell.



Considering the size of London, but few peoplo had turnod out to see us off ;
and among the lookers on, critleisms on our appearance were heard oftoner than
t@odspeed you.” Wearrived at the Waterloo Station of the South Western Rail-
way At 7} .., and lo o few minotes we were seated tn the train, When the
:'gx; movad off, tho scene at the station could bardly be gazed upon; wives
and sweethearts were crying fit to break thefr hearts, their lhusbanda io the
traln looking A last, fond adieu, Wo wero quickly whirled past many famll-
iar scanes ; the last we eaw which we all knew was Aldershott; but a slght
of it was devold of any pleasant rocollections, We arrived at Southampton at
12 a.m.; 8 number of people were assembled nt the siation, and a band belong-
ing to a volunteer regimont played us to the ship's side; it took neari{ two
hours 10 gut on board and get our accoutrements stowed away; immedintoly
we ‘were all on board, the ship steamed out of the dock, The quays’wero
crowded with the inhnbitants, who apparently to & man, had turned out to see
us off ; the ladies, dear creatures, waved their white handkerchiefs; the men
cheered and waved their hats, the band meanwhlle playlng 1be inspiring atrain
of # Cheer boys, cheer,” aud then tho melting melody, “Auld lang syse It
was u scene which we can never forEe: nnd dld great credit to the people of
Soutbampton ; we contrasted it witl the parting at Watorloo, nat favourabl,
to the latter. After getting cleur of the dock the anchor wus dropped, an
we lny at auchor until morning. While the sblp lay at anehor, I examined her
machinery and other portions of her. Tho ship berself, the Paruna, Oaptain
Sawyer, was of 2800 tons burthen, and 800 horse power; therc were 35 officers
and 850 men of our Battalion, 6 officors and 120 wen of the Royal Enyineers,
& fow casuals of other regiments, and the crew ; in all, 1200 souls,

‘We were told off' in messes, 13 wen to ench mess; each mess had a table
and mess traps; eagh man was provided with a bammock, which was hung
from hooks.in the deck, above bis 0wn table; one man of ewoh niess was ox-
cused all other duty, for the purpose of wnixfng on bls mess; his duty was to
draw provisions, take them to the cook, and bring them back when cooked and
distribute them to his mess. Our rations wero salt pork aud beef, on alternate
drys; oo pork days we had pudding of four, suct and ralsins ; the raisins fow
ond fur betweon. ~ We had lalf a gill of rum o water each day; they call Iy
tgrog” at sea; and each had ons pound of sea biscuits per diem; wo had cho-
ocolate for breakfast at 8 in the morning, dinner wt 1, and tea a4 5, I eould.
never drink the chogolate, it wus so greaay, and amelt abominahly, The
crew of the ship was the worst L evor saw,—a lot of worn-out oM men, bardly
nble to walk the deck, and totally unfit for duty in the vigging. Fhe ship hag
been commlssioncd in o hurry, and thcy could not find good salors-to go a
voynge to Qanada In the winter time, It Is reported that when the Govern-
ment fovpectora inapected the ship and créw, that the compeny bad oollected
together & aumber of ablo scemen trom tho other ehips belonging to them, and
50 passed muster. Certaln it is, ag after experisnce proved, had it not been for
1ho assistance of our men, some of whom were as good sailors as soldlers, they
would never have managed to set ar take in sail. Having now given some
idea of our board and lodging, with permission we will weigh anchor.

Taw Vovaos. December 20th, 1861. At 8 o'clock ao, the anchor was
welghed, and we elowly sailed down tbe English Obannek, The morniug
was fine, but dull; wo walked about the deck looking at the varions landscapes
which we were passing, and maeking our comments thercon, When at sea
anything nnusunl that passes becomes an object of interest, and affords matter
for.conversation. Wo were sailing along the coast, with the beaatiful Isle of
‘Wight on ono side, and tho mainland on thoe other; we here saw a number of
empty bottles floating ahout ;. varions.opinions were ggvon»as 10 bow they came
there, gomo saying Neptune had been on the spree, others that a pic-nio party
bad been thero the night before, At noon wo sailed through the narrow pas-
eage enlled the Needles; there i Fort upon ono side called “ Hurst Oastls,”
commanding the passage. 'The channel bero la very shallow, 8o a sailor waa
on each paddle box taking soundings; ope of them gave the soundings in a
very musical manner ; I stood and watohed him for a long time, charmed to
hear him siny by fhe deep nine” or whatever the depth wight be. 1 saw



several porpoises—large fish which swim with surprising swiftness, but in &
very ungalnly, rolllng manner ; they swlm In a straight line through the waves,
which cansed them to be n good deal out of the water when they come to the
trough of a wave. We Lad fresh meat for dlnner to-day; wa recommended
the cook to wash ep with the soup. Wa were served out in the aftarnoon with
& sea-kit, marlne soap, and one pound of tobacco ; government chirges one
sbilling for the pound of tobaceo. A large steamer passed ugln the evening;
when twllight came upon ng we formed a ring on the forecastle, and held a
sort, of frea and easy concert, calling on the huglord (who, I need not say, naver
cams) to “ bring nnother pot.” Ahout elght o'clock we weat below to go to bed 5
I partly undressed nnd got Into may hammock, but 83 [ had nat learned the nrt
of slinging it properly 1 could not sleep In it, so [ tumbled out, rolled a blanket
round me and glept on the fluor; the previous night being Gne, I slept on the
upper deck,

December 21st.—~When I got up in the morning the Lizard point was in
fight; the morning was rather a cold one, but fair, witb a favorable breeze from
the east. We passed the Sciily islands at 10 n.m., o ragged looking nnd dan-
Rerous group of rocks, off the Land'a End—the brave Sir Clondsley Shovel who
commanded the flcet nt tho slege of Gibraltar, was wrecked om these rocks,
overy sou! In his ship heiug lost, Wa Jost sight of onr nativeland about noon ;
I stood and watched the lighthouse on the Land's End gradually sink Into the
horizon, and when it had entirely faded from my view, I said ¢farewell,” and
wondered wlithin myself whether [ should ha fortunate enough to see it ngain.
The engines wcre only going at hnlf speod, but they set ul{; the sails, whioh
lielped us along. Wo ware now fairly [a tho Atlantic, nothing to b seen but
& wasto of soa and sky, We had salt beef for dinner; Idid not liko it, con~
tented mysclf with the weak goup, stecping o biscuit in it, Tho ship hntf now
began to roll, and a geod many gave their dinner to the fishes, We had some
Food singing in the evening; we nlso had tho drums, fifes, and pipos playing

or an hour. A man of war passed ng, all sails set; 3be looked a fine specimen
ot man's handiwork, The pipes must llave frightened the Gshes and old Daddy
Neptune, for such n noize I am certain they never beard before. As we were
rather erowded below when it came to sleeping tire, one-third of 4he battalion
was put upon watch; at night they were not allowed to go to bed, thus leaviog
plenty of room for the remeinder; the watch's duty wns to help the sailors,
carry water to the cooks, bnd keep the decks ¢lean. I was on wateh 0-night;
I had notbing to do but smoke or walk np and down the deck,
* December 32ud,—Sunday. A cold raw morning, [ mnnnFed to get a enp of
" tea instead of tha detcsted chocolate; wa paraded nt ten o'¢lock fForn sermon
a8 we thought, but it turned out to bes le¢ture ; the text was “Qleanliness next
10 godliness’—~tho Captain secing no resson why we should not furn out a little
smarter, brush boots, and stars, and look n little more rospectable in general.
We saw a reuson, lhongh bedld not. The wind blew awaya jib; anotber was
sent up in tha conrse of the day, Some of our men slck again ut dioner time,
‘Was served out with o blag waollen guernsey. Iu the evening some of us as-
sembled round the capstan, and sang some of our beautiful psalm tunes. Met
wlth  very intelligent countryman belonging to the Royal Engineers ; had a
long talk with him ox all sorts of subjects. A number of tracts were disirlbu-
ted by tho officers, Wind beginning to whistie amongat the rigging. To-night,
for tha first time slept in & bummack ; rather enjoyed it than otherwise.

December 23rd,—Thls was a beautiful morning, there was hardly any wind ;
s homeward bouud ship passéd us ; we had the fiddler up tliis forenoon, ani
had a danca on the forecastlo; saw a shoal of porpoiscs, and great numbers of
strange looking sen fowl. More: tracts and hymn books distributed amongst
the soldiera and crew ; all the salls were 8ct, and we went merrily along. As
wa got farther into the Atlantie the water appeared, Tnstend of the light color
observable in the English Glanne!, to be of a deep blne, almost amounting to
blackness, showing that the water was of immenso depth, perbaps four or five
tolles, We had a concert in tha evening, officers and men jolning together.
When I went to my hammoek the wind was rising.

'December 2414 —When [ got up I found the wenther looking very stormy:;
About 9 a.m. it began to raln, A cold wind blowing, I mounted gusrd at 10



a.m, ; we passod a large French shipat 111.m.; wa sigaailed her ; shio answered
and saluted the English flag. 1t continued raialng until ¢ p.m,, when tha cloads
clearcd away. The Planet Venus, or Evenlng Star, waa seen to shine with
aplendid brillinncy ; her rays shone upon the water, and her 1ight was but litle
foferior to that of the mooi In the old count ; oll the atars seemed larger and
brighter tlin T had ever seen them before. l:{hn wind agnin began (o rise, aod
by i1 p.m, It hiad fncreased to a gale; being un guard I was of course up all
night, and had the full benefit of the storm. I wus on sentry on the engine

tank from 12 till 2 In the morning. . 48

December 25th.—Whils atanding half aslecp Jookiug at the engines, I saw the
water inuudating tho fioor, on which numbers of the men had made down their
beda; although It was anything but pleasant to them I conld not help laughing
at the miserable expression on thelr faces, when they found themselves In dan-
ger of being floated away on thelr beds; they had 1o take them up and walk in
search of a dricr place to finish thelr nap on. The ship was now rolling &
yood deal and shipplng water, which I oonld hesr dashing over the nhir above
my hoad. At 3 a.m.I'went on the upper deck ; 1 liad greal dlfficulty in keep-
ing my feet; got thom wet by the water which was dashing about tho decks,
und my face washed hy the spray which dashed over the ship. Towardsmorn-~
Ing she wind shified aud then fell, and by day-light it was quite calm again,
the sun shining out beautlfully. 1'had vearly forgotten it was Christmas Day,
#nd when It came to my recoilection It did Dot tend to Jncrense of good spirita,
I thaught of how differently I might have been onﬁ:ylng myself in London, In
the company of those I loved. Thoughts of roast beef and plum pudding Roat~
ed through my head, but the reallty was salt pork and bigouits, hard enough ta
require a bammer to break thom. ~Becauso 1§ was Christmas Day we got a
donble allowance of rum ; [ went to bed early, and foll agiesp, thinking of homs.

December 26th.— Abont 7 a.n1., commencel to blow very fmrd, and soon had
Incrensed to a gale; although it rained I kept on deck, sheitering myself in the
tea of tho cow-bouso; A goodly number of us stood there watohing the wave,
Which were running mountains high. We bad lots of fun seeing the men
inmbling about the gaoks a4 tho ship rose on the crest, or aunk into the hollow
of a wave. The cooks got soalded whenever they took the cover off & f‘copper ;*
the motlon of the ship threw the Loiling water over them, to the great danger
of their precious llves; in consequence, our dinner was at & rather fushionablo
hour. Two vessels passed us to-day, both homeward bound ; [ and a fow more.
wighed wa had becn golng the eameroad. Great fun at dinner time; tho dishes
betrayed a deolded Inclination towerda the bottora of the table, and from thenca
10 the floor was but a short way ; in fact you could bardly find tbe way 0 your
own mouth. It is very disagrecable to be below in a storm; the motion below
tends more to s0a sickress. Thers were a great many sea-sick to-day. (3
lind & double allowance of grog 1o keep out tis cold; a fog gathered round us
60 that we could see nothing. To-day they found such difficulty in furlin and
unfuriing the anils, that they engaged a number of our men to aseist In working
thg ship. The rein and wind kept up the whole of the day; I went to. bed at
4in the afternoou, and had o capital sleep until morning,

December 27th,—The gale bad abated during the nigbt; & vesssl appeared on.
the starboard side, snlling on the same course as ourselves; we gradually left
her behind, About mid-day commenced raining, and by evening once more
blew a gale of wind; we rather liked the gales at first, but we werc now
heartily tired of them ; every ile we were advanclng we felt it growing cold-
er and colder ; it also began to get very fuggy, showing we were not far from
the banks of Nowfoutdland, where foga prevall.

December 28th.—Very oold frosty morajng ; all the gails were furled, and every.
thing made ready for a atorm ; but we were agreeably disappolnted; it turned
out a fine day and till finer evening, Venus again ehlning beantifully, .~ An im-
monse number of Aiving birds were awimming and diving about the sbip ; they
van remain for an extraordinary long time below water, We again had sing-
ing un the upper deck, aud afterwards a great deal of talk about secing land.

December 29th.—Sunday mnrning, oold and raining, steam shut off to take
youndings ; tho depth waa 80 fathams. We were served out with long boots
te-day. At noon we wero reported 100 miles from Cape Race, on Newfounds



Isnd. A number of land birds fiying about; a fow of us jolned together and
sang some psalms, the time now hnnglngl heavily on our bands, and ' lang,”
“land” was all the talk, hoth amongst officers and men.

Dacember 30th~-SHll{ foggy and dreadfully cold ; owling to tha fog no ob-
servation could ba taken, and they did not seem to know very well whare they
were ; they kept dlng, the dept! duall, ing; there was a ruan at
the maat baud on the Jook out for land ; the Quptaln and all the officers of the
ship were on the paddle boxes evidently expectiog to ses land; they very fre-
quontly directed their telcscopes to a certaln polut, the man at the mast head
looking in tha same direction ; of coursa every hody took the cue from them,
ond looked the same way, hut the fog was 80 thick we aould oniy see s short
distance around us. When the man at the mast head came down he wa cav-
ored with lce, and nearly insensible from the effects of the ¢old, No land was
seen, and no change in the weather occurred during the day.

December 31st.~Land reported In sight; turned out to be a false alarm.’
More warm clothing given us to-duy—woollen shirts, drawers aud comf(ortars,
t was very much depressed to-day ; I had found out that we wera not ¥ulnz to
Hallfux, but up the St, Lawrenca. Iknew from hooks the dangers of the St.
Lawrence, espeolally in 1he winter time, and that It was impossibla In fact to go
1o Ble, where we were to have been dlsembarked, It was hogmanay night, &
night on which @ true 8cot likes 1o enjoy himgelf, of all the nllghu in the year.
It waa cortaloly the most cheerless and coldest I ever apent; I went to bed in
bad humour with myself, the weather, and thlogs in general.

Januarx 1¢1,1862.—At 7 a.m., land In sight, This was my firat glimpse of
the New Vnrid, and moat certalnly ita appearance was not inviting; It roso
ateeply from the water, and was covered with snow ; a few stunted trees were
acattered hero and there; there waa o light-house, the keeper's, and two or
thres more housea on the island, which waa called St. Pacls. A terribl
oold wind blew off the land, nearly taking the breath, and making the
teath chatter, whilat we were not very surs whesher aur toes wereon our feet
or.in our pocketa ; there was also land on the other side, high, racky, and pre-
cipltous, and apparently uninhabited. Weran up the signal for ly'ﬂot at the
fore peni( ; three men came running out of a house wavlng a red flag, which the;
planted in the snow, and then rau gack to their house, agaln coming back an
wavlng the flag ; butno one cawe off; wounderatood the red flag to mean that
it was dangorous to go farther up the gulf. 1f such was their meaning, tho warn-
ing was unheeded, and we proceeded on our voyage upwards. The atran
sight of lnnd made us forget the cold for a time, and gave us somethiag to talk,
nbout. The sudden changes in the weather was something astonishlng ; at 12
a.m. It was bitterly cold, and a high sea running; in two hours after, the gen
Wa3 a3 smooth as a mlll pond, not a hreath of air ruffing ita aurface, I passed
the whole of this afternoon at the bow of the slip, musing on the beauty of the,

Iiim who rulea the waves, I[mmense

numbers of porpoisea played round the abiz, ‘hey also aeemed to enjoy the beaa-
1iful evening, and as thoy jumped and Lumbied over each other, I wondored
whethar thess were young porpaises just let out of school, and whether théy
were. playing at leap frog, or some other eea e, the name of which I knew
not. Ahout 3 pm, panué arock called Bird Ialand; we got our fur capaand
gloves Lhis afterncon. [ immediately put mine on; fouad them very warm ; the
g:ovu were furred inside as wellasout, We hnd sloglng again in the evenlng,
autiful night. o

ry 2nd.—A good deal of anow fell daring the night « the aalls, ropos, and
the whole of the ship was one magaof lco; ashes had to be aprinkled over the
deck before we could walk oa it, Ihave no occasion, Ieupposs, to eay that the
frost waa most intense, e paraded in complete marching order Ay, in the
anticlpation that we should be landed on the morrow. A dog named !‘Poter” who
helnnged to the Battalion, bad been teazed hy one of the Officera of the ship un-
til hoblt him ; he waa thon ordered 10 be drowned ; tbey were a long time In find-
ing him, a3 the men endeavonred to hide him; he however, waa found, and
thrown overboard Into the cold foy sea. All this day we had the left bank of the
river In alght; nothing was tobo seen but hill upon hlil covered with the white,
snow, rolioved by patches of wood hers and ihere, which relleved the eye’ after



gasing 80 long upon the dazziing brightnesa of theanow. Towards the evening
vie 8tood away from the Iand.

Jasuary 3rd ~Snow famnf ; oo land in aight. The greatest cold we have
felt was this forencon, We formed circles and ran round and round endeavour -
lnr %0 keep our feet warm, but after runulng tiil we wers ready to drop, wo wera
otlil cold ns ever. We wore a0 misarable this forenoon, that but far the thought
that we might dlsemback in the evening, maay of the men would have been
tanapted to throw themselves overboard ; ons man actually went delirlous from
the eftects of the cold, and mttempted to throw bimzelf amongst the machinery;
DuUmbers wero g-\hami round the funpels, g to warm 3
The hot steum, escaping from one of the pipas, froze as it escaped, and hung from
tho warma pipe In a large taogle of ice, The enow was falllng so thickly that
we could only see a fow yards around ue,  After dinner [ tumbled iato my ham-
mock As being the most comfortablo place I could find., Abont 3 p.m. [ was
awaoke by one of the mea; he told me that the stip had run aground, and that
every hody was ordered up on deek. I jumped up, put on my hoots, and weat on
deck; Imot an officer at the top of tho stalrs, who asked me to go forward aud
asalat the crow, who were getting the forward roils; aler this wag done I had
tims to look about ; the ship had grounded on a eand bank,and was apparent]
immovable; the engines were stopped, and then reversod to try and force Ler oft;
all the mon, except thoso who wero setting the saila having been eent aft to light~
en the vessel forward; theland waaonly 400 yards off on the port side; land
was also seen directly nhead of ua, In abonttwenty minutes the engines suc-
ceeded in forcing her off,and we wore resoued from great peril. Had we not
grounded where we did, we might have salied on uatil wo struck ou the rocks,
when nothiug could have saved tho ship from becoming a complate wreck, We
again breathal freely when we werein deep water, and thanked (od for our de-
liverance, At5p.n. aman who was hunging & lamp on the pnddie-box, which
waa covered with ice, slipped and fell on to the deck; he never recovered conacl-
ousness, and died at G p.m.; he left & wifo and family to bewaii his untimely fite;
between 7and 8 p.o1. we salled through two lnrge flelds of floating ice, and en-
tered a third extending as far as the eyo could seo; the ship stuck fastio the ice,
80 they were ohliged to back her ont; o consultation wns then held amongst the
officers of the ahlp, which resulted in Kuulng on full steam and trying toforcea
passage; this failed; wo again stuck faat, and to avoid being frozen in they
again had to bavk ont, and the ship's hend was wurned down the gulf, We, when
we turned back, were wlthin four houra sall of the Ialand of Bic, where wo were
1o have disemharked. The men grumbled dreadfully when they knew we were
golng back'; they blamed the Captaln, auylog he wus not fit to command a ship,
snd that kie had no husiness to bring us up the gulf at this season of the year,
But he had recelved his orders from Government, totry the passage of the Gulf,
and waa of courss obliged to try his hest. Oonjecture was now husy wondering
whore we were to go next ; séomesald we woro golng to Halifax, othera that wo
were bonnd for Sydnay to tako in conls, of which we were running short, Ter-
ribly cold during the night; could not aleep, '

* Junuary 4tk.—As cold as yesterday ; water getting sbort 3 could not get any
10 mako the breakfast; on hoard a steam vessel they make thelr owa fresh
water, and a3 conls were short, and the cngines barely moving, of course we
'were not making much fresh water. I wandercd about tho deck until dianer
time ag m(samb& a8 a man passibly could be; w2 lind another long voyage be-
fore us, and then a long journey, tho dangers of which were greatly magoified ;
this afiernoon the man who died last night, was sewed up in his bammock, the
burial servico read over him, and then plunged into the sea; ho now sleeps be-
neath the billows of the 8t, Lawrence, with the winda to sing his requlem, and
the raging billows to preach u faneral sermon to the survivors, It wasan sw-
ful lesgon on the brovity of life; I hope it made many of our men think; it
certalnly made me.

January 5th.—The third Sunday at sea. To-day tho officers read part of the
Church of Ergland service to their compsnies, We stopped several timea to
1ake soundings. * Peslm-singing agsin in the ovening ; a sailor hoy fell down &
natchway, hurt himselt severely. ~ Frost still severe,” Lights were aeen during
the v,d;ht. |




Jawwary Oth.—Not so cold ne yestorday ; saw land at 9a.m. Bold hilly-lcok-
ing countty. At12a.m, we snchored in Sydney Harbour on the Islend of Csj
Breton, which lies a1 the moulh of the Guli’ol St Lawience. Sydoey Bar isthe
name of the town, or rether large village ; it eonvista of severs! hundied bouses,
all . ailt of wood ; 1 thought 1 should never tire feasting my eyes with the verioua
sights 1o bo seen on shore; I firet saw n aleigh here | exclamations were coo=
stanily uttered, such as—* Oh1 look, there’s a man;” or, more interesting still,
" a woman 3" or, “ & dogi" or, s plg;” or anything that Wyuud in l]ﬁhl
which we had not been in the habit uf reeing on board ship, e were aa silly
a3 grown up children ; hut any one who has been out of sight of land, and end:
ing whet we had done, will be ahle io understand our feelings on this ocession.
There were several cosaling vesselu in the harbour, and one building on the stocks.
Moat of the officera went on shore } on their relurn wo hesrl thal there no
danger of war batween England and the Staf In the evening the drums and
fifos marched round the decks pl ng airs  We then had dsncing to
the pipes, They told us that @ msil would
basent away to~morrow, 6o & great many of us wrole letlers.

January Tth.—Beautiful morning. The Battalion vwss ta be allowed to go on
abore ; two companies went on shore in the forencon, lota of them got tipsy, w
nppui:endlng thst no more would be allowed on shore, [ s! S ashore In & steam
tug which had been employed to carry our peopla backward and forward, My
first impulse on getting on shore was 1o start off in a run up the hill, but the snow
‘was 100 deep and slippery for lunmni, 30 [ was obliged to walk, or rather tumble
along. . There waa nothing worth looklng atin the lown ; the people did not seem
very communicalive outaide, 0 1 thought I would try them inside. I wentintoa

ublic houss called the #Cupo Breton Hotel,” I aaw ao sign of beer, so T asked
or three pennyworth of rum ; to my astonishment she nearly filled a tumbler
with it ; T tendered u slxpence lolny for 1t, and to my atill astonishment,
1 got 8 pennien in change; 1 seked if aho had not misiaken; she said no, and ex-

lwined tha’ an English 6d. was worth 7§, currenc heir copger money not
ing worth so much as ours. [ then fellinto conversation with some natives
at the bar; found them intelligent enough on domestic =stters, but newspapers
were evidently scarce amongal them ; they did not know much of what was goi
on in the outer world. They have & atrong feeling ot dislike to the Yanke
hoped we wonld give them a good thra-hing ; I found that maat of the inhabitap
werg either Scotch and Irish, or descended Irom Scotchmen and Irishmen § & good
many of them speak Gaelic, and were hand and glove with our pipere, who had
brought their pipes ashcre, and played through the principal streets. There
seemed to be no poor people 1n the place ; most of them earn enough in the sum-~
raer, to heep them during the winter months. Nearly every house was a shop,
baving something to aell, however trifling it might be. The place is Important
from posaessing extensive coal-miies; vessels going yp and down the St. Lawrence
enerally call here for coals ; they get them delivered st the side of the ship for
ga 6d. per tou.  Alter getting all the information I could, I took a walk, an’
then went on board uguin, retner tired then pleased with my rup ashore, Num-
bers of bala were around the ship elling fresh provisiona to vur men; & loal
weighing 1] 1bs cost en English 6d., and 1 Ib of butter coat 1s. ; fish were chesp;
the waler whero wo anchored, teemed with the finert in America. You can
scarcely imagine what a Juxury a slice of wheaten hread and butter in, after
hlvin{ been irying our teeth with hard biscuit and point for 18 days. I ate
more butter during the time we lay at Sydney, than I would eat in six weeks in
London, The people here nade more inoney during our atay of six days, than
they did a!l the rest of the winter.
anuary 8th to 12th.—During these daya we were busily engaged in taking in
coala and freab, water; they cuuld not get men on the island to coal the ©
they forced ua to volunteer 10 do it, promising that we should get paid for it ; we
worked in reliefs ot about 100 men, who worked 4houraata tilne. We ahip)
1000 tona in 4 dys, working night and dey ; aller we bad done, and had des-
troyed our clothes, and made ourselves like 1thiopians, or & dirtier aweep than
you usually see, £50 wzs divided equally amongst the Battalica, those who bad
oul{| worked 2 hour receiving asuch ea those whi had worked 12, in imilatiop
of the parabls of the Jubourers. I 'was getting most Leaxtily tired of lying here ;




it was worse even than being at 5¢a ; there was no temptation Lo leave the ship
then, but here the land was within a few hundred yards, and no one allowed to
‘g0 on shore. On tha moming of the 11th January it wen very cold, and ice was
Jarming in the harbour, and there waa & proapect of getting frozen in, in an out
of the way corner of the world ; but glaneing my’ eye ta the foretap, L saw: the
uBlge Péter” fiying, the signalthat we were about 1o sail; shortly ater, three guns
werd fired 1o bring boats off, aome of the officera being aahore. At 12 2.m, the
Fusiliers mannad the capstan bara to raise the anchor, the fifes playing merry
tunes, as they ran round, ralsing the anchor as easily as if it had not welghod a
ewt. [ was just beginning to get merry again at tbe prospect of soon being at
the end of wur voyage, butafter sailing about i00 yards the anchor was again
dropped ; thia was in consequence of the baromater having forelold a atorm; nor
was il In thie inatance & false prophet; In ten minutea {rain the time we dropped
anchor we had & gale of wind and snow, which would most likely have sent ua
to the bottom. 'Tho water af the harbour waa lashed into waves, which made us
Eileh aa if we had actually heen at sea ; the cold waa 6o intense, and the wind

lew 80 atrongly, that we were obliged to keep below, and thank providence
we were not at sea, 'The wiad fell during the night, and when'l went on deck
in the morning the * Blue Peter” was 8gain at the fore peak.

Junuary 12th.—We weighed anchor at 7 e.m. and suiled away ; we met the
Magdalena Steamship, which had brought out the 16th Regiment § whe had landed
them-safely, and was now on Ler wey 10 8t. John, Newloundland, with a tntery
of Artillery on board, who were to be landed there for the purpose of quelling
somae riot which was going on there. The Magdalena lowered a boat, her oap-
tain and the Helifax pilot coming on board v ; from them we fearned that lKe
Grenadier Guarda, which left London the same day as we did, bad salely arrived
at Bt. John, N. 8., and that & report was in circulation that we had been lost in
the Gulf of St, Lawrence. The captain then wenton board his own ship, the ptlot
remaining with us to take us into Haltfax; we had the church service read to
ua'by the ‘officers in the aflernoon; we wera now sailing along the coaat of Nova
Seotia, which reminded me & good deal of the coast of Seatland, it derwing its
name from its general resemblance o Beotland ; 1 went lo bed early, but could
not aleep ; the wind began to blow, and had in a very short time increased to u
atorm ; the hammocke awayed to and fro, like cradles in motion, the waves dash-~
ing againat and over the ship, With a roise like the firmg of Artillery.

January 13th—Whilst tytng half asleep, half awake, 1 was startled by hearing
a dreadful noise, as if some heavy object, auch as a cannon, had fallen” through
the deck ; I got up to aseertain what was the matter, and fodnd that a ladder
had falien within & few inches of whers a number of our men were lg’ing sleep-
‘ing; Providence, however, directed its course, and no one wasz hurt, but a good
many woke up, dreadiully frightened, and anxfous 1o know whether the ship
was sinking; About 6 a.m. whilat it waa yet dark, [ went on deck to aee how
matters were going on there ; { had difficulty in keeping my feet, the abip rolled
o dreadlully; the first thing [ aaw was the cannon overturned, bales ot hay,
boxes and stores, knocking about the deck, to the danger of ali who came near
them; carcazea of fresh meal which we had taken in at S{dnoy, Liad been
knorked off the hooks on which they hung, and were lying on the deck, bleached
white by the water, which was pouring on them. The decks were waahed so
clean, that es they say in Scotia, '‘ you might bave supped your porridge of
them I now found out that the creadful roiling of the ship was caused by ibe
rudder chain having broke, thus leaving uas at the mercy of the wiodaand waves;
thay werte two hours in getting the chain repaired, the ship in the interval being
qulte unmanagesbls ; after ths ehain was repaired the ship did not roll abont so
much, and as the day ware on the atorm abated ; this wug the greatest danger
we had encountered on our haplees voyage ; had we been near shore, and the
wind blowing towards it, doring the two hours the ahip was unmanageabls, wa
must have been driven upon a recky, inhospitable shore, and in all probabitity
not a aonl would have been left to tell the tale of miafortune. During the time
the atorra lested many of our men were aick, and the confusion and noise that
prevailed below, coropletely hefiles description ; men sleeping on tables and
Lenches, were pitchad on to the floor ; iren plates ond jugs tnmblied from side to
eide according ny the ship swayed, making a horrible naise. But few thia morn-



ing could ¢at any breakfast, the greater part being sick, and the remainder afraid
to eat, for fear they also should Lecome sick ; by noon the gale hud abated, ale
though the sea still ran high ; we again sighied land, and we now began to look
out for Halifax ; as I had not slept the nignt before I went to bed early, and was
awoke about 11} by the noise of the chain made as they dropped the ancbor in
the harhows of Halilax, Nova Scotia.

January 14th.—1 got up at 6 a.m, as I was for duty ; went on deck, and lound
that the ship was one mass of ice, 1o the depth of a conple of inches; the froat
was most iitense, it made me feel as if some one was pricking my ears with
needles; my breath was frozen as it escaped from my mouth, and bung in icicles
trom it, whilst my comtorter was frozen to my neck, and [ had to feal every
now and then to make sute thut iy nuse was in its proper place; but the feet
suffered most ; 1hey soon got entirely destitute of feeling ; it made me grin mout
dreadfully, and I was in such pam that had it been fashionable to express my
misery iu that way, | shonld have cried; the sky was go clear and_bight, you
vonld scarcely imagine 1t eould have heen so cold. Aathe day broke we wers
able to see what Like n place we had got to. Halifax, the capital of the province
of Nova Scolia, is built at the side of u beautiful inlet, 1ising very steeply from
the waler; the hill is crowned by a fort, which commands the town und the
entrance 10 the harbour ; there are 1wo more lorts, one on an islat in 1he middle
of the entrance to the harbour, and one on the lell side§ there are a goodly num-
ber of churches and chapels here, with 1eally b i amne spires ; the houses, with
only few exceptions, are built of wood, a great . 1y of them being detached, or
semi-detached, to prevent | from lire. T'here weie a good muny codal-
ing vessels lying in the harbour, a niail packet and two men of war; the hais
bour is & very fine oue, large and deep enough to shelter a navy; there is a sub-
urb to Halifax, on the oppoaile side of the karbour, called New Windsor, I did
nothing all day but walk ahout the deck, looking at the town, and ary object of
interest that turned up. We again procured fresh provigions ; no cne, excepting
officers, were allowed 10 land, so [ am not able tn say anything about the
internal appuarance of the town.

January 15th.—Beautilul morning, clear and frosty, aud of conrse very cold.
The Orlando, 51 guns, came into harbour at ten a.n., her band playing the
“ British Grenadiers,” the sailors manning the yards, and giving three cheers for
our men, who returned the compliment with interest ; ahe had been caugbt in
the storm of the 131h, and kad suffered a great deal of lamage, and was near
foundering ; we heard that she had also lost some of ber crew. During the day,
the wealher again grew stormy, suow lailing io great quantilies, whilat the water
of the harbour was in auch a timeil, that no boats could come near the sbip.

January 16th,—Blue Peter at (he mast-head ; fired several guna to briny thosa
off who bad been on shore all night; the water was so rongh they exparienced
cansiderable difficulty in getting on board again; at length we got them all on
board, when the anchor waa once more weizhed, and we set eail for St. John,
Notbing ol any importance occurred to-duy 5 the sea was still high with a atron
head-wind ; we had the coast of Nova Scolia in sight all day, and at night uous
away from it

Januery 17th—Vessel 1 d an ext dinary , would have been
a fine piclure for a photographer ; every inch of he sbip was one masa of sheet-
ice ; ghe louked more likea ship of glass than anyiling ¢lse L coutd compare her 10}
must have been terrbly cold during the night; the spray troze as it fell on the
deck ; land,and a lighthouse on the sturboard bow ; the men seemed 1ore cou-
tented than they did a week ago; the intalligence that we were lo march from St.
John to Quehec made them put up with the present evil, rather than rush 1o
one they knew not of. We were sailing slowly during the afternoon and night.

January 18th.—No land in sigbt; snow falling lhickTy; could only see for a
short distance around us. A16 pm., wiilst zoing very alowly, we suddenly
found that the ghip was almost 1ouching the landj one in tho darkness could
nlmoat bave aupposed that we could have jumped ashore ; the helm was imme-
diately put hard a-port, and in o moment aflerwards the anchor was dropped ;
going on deck I could indistinctly see the Jand ; 1t appeared to be only a few
yards off; a gun was fiied, but 1o anvwering sigual was beard.  About 7 p.in.
the snow cleared off, and we could sce the land quite distinctly ; the pilot wen!
on sliore to recoanoiire, and if possible ascertain vur whereahoiis ; he came back
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at 12 p.m. with the intelligence thai we were only 8 milea from St. John; sfter
recelving this intelligence I went to bed and slept comfortably until morning,
January 19th.—Beautiful, mild moring ; e were only 200 ysrds from the
shore; the pilot said the water was a0 deep that the ship might have touched the
land witk her bowsprit, aad not have touched with her kee] 3 we were a long
time in weighing anchor ; the water was deep, and the bottom rocky; the fifers
played a FM many tunes,—and many & hundred ravolutions of the eapstan was
made, before it was hanging in its usual place. We enchored in the harbour of
St. Joho at 10 a.m., and disembaiked at 2 p.m.; a great number of the inbab-
itants were waiting on the pier 1o welcome us; they were the most reapectable
looking crowd I ever saw, all apparently comfortable and well (o doin the world.
Our vo{age of 32 days was replete with hardships and privations, whilet the
cheerfulness, coolness snd courage displayed hy vur men was really astonishing §
they were particularly complimented hy the captain of the ehip for their coolness
on the day the ship ran aground in the St. Lawrence. We were all thankfal
when we got our feet on the land, and I hope when they went 10 bed that night
they thanked Hix who had preserved us through so many dangers, The dis-
tance from the ship to the  Temporary Barracks where we wers accommodated
during our stay in St. John, was about half a mile; the snow was deep and onr
loads heavy, which made ua Eeupire very freely; the furniture was but scanty,
but each man had a place to hang his things on; we were rather crowded, but
anything was welcome after the confinement on board the ship; ] had a good
comfortable night's rest, and ruse in the morning quite happy to find myselt en
fand. We were very husy the first day or two getting our arms and accoutres
ments in good order, and in getting our linen washed ; for the time being wa had
to do our own washing, and I may say, without egotism, that I turned out as
olean linen as the hest washerwoman in Keusal Green could havedone. On the
forenoon of the 20th [ was dowan at the ship getting out the luggege and atores.
In the afternoon I went out to have a look at the town ; 1t, hike Halifax, in built
round the harbour, but does not rise quite so steeply ; Its population I should,
at a rough guess, eatimate to be about 20,000, principally Scotch, Irish and
English; the town is laid out very regularly, the whole of the streets crossing
each other at right angles ; King Street can boast of some shops quite as good as
the best in Regent Street, London ; the public and the hetter c?ass of private
houses, were rsnllg handsome, substantial looking buildings ; people in affluent
circumstances all have double Joors and windows to their dwe lings, I did not
see a beggar during ry stay in St. John, and saw only one case of drunkenness.
"U'bere are a few people of African descent, principally employed as coachmen,
or domestic servanta ; fow of the darkies appeared o be in affluent rircumatances H
they are atill under the curse of Ham, ¢ servants of servants.” No matter how
rich they may be, they are never generally received in good “white society,” The
town was tull ol troops of all arms of the service, and presented a very lively
appearaace. On the 23rd January, the Scotch gentlemen of the city enfertained
s to a public dinner ; we purnded at 1 p.m, un§murched throngh the town, the
drums, fifos and pipers at our head playing as we went along ; the building in
which we dined was a large car shed belonging to the Railway Company; it
had been previously used as a Barracks by the Grenadier Guards, the last of
whom went up the couatry to-day; a Guard of Honor, consiating of a Company
of the St John ¢ Scottish Volunteers,” received us with presented arms at the
atation, |heirlrlper playing the “ Campbells are coming ; they wore the High-
land pl’nl’! and Giengerry bonnet and feather ; the climate ia 100 cold to wear the
kilt in the winter time; s we marched in, the Volunteer Band played “ O a’ the
airts the wind can blaw,” and several other Scottish airs ; there were only two
tables, but each waa 300 feet n lenglh ; the public ~vere sccommodated with seats
between the tables and along each aide ; the tables were beautifully [aid out and
ornamented with small flags, having embl on them some appropriate sen-
tence of loyalty or welcome; the tables were loaded with good cheer of every
kind—turkeys, ducks, chickers, ham, beef, mutton, pies, tarts, jellies, and con-
fections. without number ; platea of fruit, with their Tosy cheeks, pleased the eye,
and adorned the table ; silence having been proclaimed, one of the gentlemen, in
® very neat apeach hade us welcome to New Brunawicl, saying that this entey-
tainmen! wes-given, not only for our own sakes, but for that afso of Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen, whose best and bravest trosps she had sent out fo




defend the Colonies ; Le then in 1'eelin§ language, alluded to the death of H. R.
H. Prince Albert, and concluded his address by agaln, for himuslf, and the reat of
our entertainers, wighiug ua all sarta of happiness and prosperity, and a hearty
walcome wherever it might be our lot 10 go. Our Commanding Officer, Colonel
Dalrymple, then rose, and in the name of the Battalion gave 1hanka for the great
honor they had done us; he said that when we left England, we had expected
a reception of quite a different character, (allnding to the Yankees;) that now,
bappily, there was little chance of fighting, but he knew that if the occasion di
arige, that we were not the men to be second in the field ; ha then sat down amid
tremendoua cheering. Tho Bishop of Frederickion then craved leave to ray a
fow words before we commenced dinner ; the Bishop's speech made uaalllaugh
heartily, and who knowa not that a good laugh is conducive to good mppetite §
Bishops and Ministera generally give the funniest speechea. The Bishop’s apeech
waa oa follows :—* Well, my lads, I am most happy to see you here this day
and bid you welcome to New Brunswick ; when you le{t England you ex rected
to have d a dang and b enemy ; but what is
the reality, why the enemy turns out to he turkeys, geese, ducka, and auch like ;
they will'make no resistance unless you have had teeth ; but as most of you are
young men, I do not suppose you are troubled with that evil of old age ; I expect
you to give a good account of the enemy, and when you are dona, 1 hope none of
them will be left on the field.” He then gave us warning against the evila of
\ntemporance ; gave ha an outline in geography which was very amusing, znd
told us that Jobn Frost was a good master, that he bridged the rivers, made the
roads, and put the ruddy hue of health upon their faces; he ended, amid great
cheering for the fuuny Bishop; when the noise had subsided he waid grace, and
wa then fell to, and did justice to the good things before us; coffee waa served
during dinner in unlimited quantity, but no alcoholic liquors were seen; after
dinuer, one of the * Glee Cﬁuh of St. John” aang the aolo of * Rule Eritannia,”
all our men a‘mginﬁ chorus, with a strength of lunga that made the huilding shake;
our singing class then sang several glees; more apeeches were delivered and
responded to; there were great numbers of lndies present who aeemed to enjoy
the acene immensely ; the speakers asemed to be very proud of their women, and
lpoks highly of their beauty, and of the honor conferred by their presence, in-
timating that they were noi afraid of the ladiea of any other land bearing off the
palm o heauty from New Brunswick ; I emiled inwardly when I heard them
talk thus, for their women had very Iittle in the way of heauty to boast of ; but
1hey, if possessing little beauty, had plenty of kindness ; they smiled, and pressed
us g0 much to eat, that bad we taken their advice we should have shared the
fate of the (rog who tried to make himself look aa big aan butlock. After din-
ner our pipers played several pibrochs, which aeemed greatly to please the Scottish
part of our entertainers ; after some more singing and speechifying, the whole
of us sang * God Save the Queen.” We then formed upoutaide, and went home
singing songs all the way ; we were repeatedly asked to sing *¢ Dixie,” which
soedted 1o ba a gort of * National Anthem” here; they were obliged not onl
with +¢ Dixie' but also with the *Strand;” and with many of us the wi
to'be in the * Strand * was not an idle one. We got all safely to barracks, in
good humour with everybody and everything, end ready to shake hands even
with a Yankee, if one had turned up. “The inhabitante of Nova Scotln‘and New
Brunswick also, it born in eithar of these provinces, call themselves b X
one need not infer from the word that their noses are of the beavenly colour; it
ia, ] beliova, u nickname given them by Judge Haliburton, (who wrote Sam
Stick 3”) they do not taka offence at the hame, for if one is aaked what country«
man he1s, he will very likely aay “Iam a blue-nose ;”* at all events the blue-
noses are a loyal and kind hearted people, who uniformty ahowed the greatest
kindnesa and ioapilnlity 10 our men ; not only did they entertain our battalion
thus, but avery soldier Who pusged through 5t John to Canada, was treated io the
same hospituble manner ; and give the credit to those who most deserveit. This
of giving entertail 10 the troopa, began amongst & few ladiess
aome of the Grenadier Guards, to the number of 150, were quartered near thuse
ladies’ houses ; lhe{ privately subacribed together and treated the paty to adin-
ner, an example which was soon followed by the rest of the inbubitauts, On
the 24th of January our battalion began to go up tha country; 1 went on the
morning of the 30th; we paraded at 7 a.m.; 1 had all my warm clothing on, &




hlanket for iy (eet, and ane (o sit on, or put over the shoulders, as the state of
the weather made advisable ; we did not wear our boots, we wore maccosing
which were warmer lo one who meunt to remain in the sleigh; thnse who were
restless and liked to have a walk or run now and then, kept their bnots on ; one
of our blankets was doubled up and sewed up the side, thus forming a bag for the
teet. There were 160 men to go 1o-day belonging to the 3rd, 4th, and 51h compan-~
ies; these nccupied 20 sleighs, 8 in each, 1 for the officers, and 2 with baggage,
23w allj being the cenlre companics we had the colours with us; the sleighs
we went in weie just long boxes with seats in them, the boxes being faslened to
two traverse bars, which slipped along easily over the smonth snow or ice ; we
ware seated in 1wos, facing each ather; our firelocks had been sewed up in pieces
of eanvass to prolect them from damp ; they, and our knapsacks and accoutre-
ments were stowed away below the seals, and nmongst our Teet; we wore our
baversocks on our shoulders ; they contained a day’s ration in advance, ani some-
thing warmer in the shape ol a ballle ot rum, and a bundle of cigars, with a box
of matches to light them. By half past 7 we had alt got into our blankets, and
looked like a lot of men going 1o run a sack race; we had a buflalo robe to
spread over our Linees, and witk the otker blanket over our shoulders scemed as
il we could defy cold; vain thonght, as we afterwards (onnd ont. We now
started, and dasiied along the streels, 10 the music of the sleigh bells, which are
hung ou the harness of every horse (o give inuroation nf their approach; as the
steigh makes no noise in its progress over the snow, they would be dangerous
to feot passengers if they had no hells; numbers of the nliabitants were in the
slreets 1o see us off, others peesed from their windows, hardly awake, and won-
dering what ]l the stir & as about; we soun left the town behind, and in a few
minutes we were on the river St. John, our road lying across « bay on the river ;
youn must remember that all the rivers in this part ol the country are (rozen over,
and are usedt as roads; the ico is from 2 10 4 fuetin thickness ; ‘the roads acrosy
rivers are marked by branches of (rees stuck in the snow; were it not for this
precaution, people would often gzl lost in the snow siorms which occur so often
and so suddenly ; the roads weie very rough and full of ruts, which made the
sleighs jolt 1erribly, sometimes ncarly Utrowing us out j the scenrry 10 day was
most beautiful ; al one time we were on the crest of a high hill, the couniry
below ns broken into hill upon bill, glen upon glen, and all covered with forests
of large, beautiful and useful trees, such as the Americnn pine, which may not
iwpropeily be called the king of the American forests, it overtops all the other
trees, and is entirely destitute of branches, until within a short distance of the
top ; the average height in New Beunswick of the pine is 100 feet, but in the
hackwonds they sometimes altain tn the enormous nttitude of 200 fset. The
sugar-mapl is another most iuteresting and valuable tree; it is from this tree
that maple~sugar is made ; m the mouths of March and April they generally
make lbeir sugar, they commence by boring 2 hole in the tree 1wo or three
teet from the ground, and then inserting a reed in the hole; the sap is allowed
to run into tubs; one parsan can attewd 10 a great many Irees; the sap is collec
ted and boiled in large coppers, the seu n being taken off, fresh sap added, and
reboiled, strained and allowed v cool, when it erystalizes ; the finencss of the
sugar depends on the skill of the person who attends the coppers whilst they are
boiling; the refuse makes a very fie molusses ; varions other valvable treea
grow in these forests, such as the cedar, birch, ash, larch, cypregs. and many
olbier varicties unknown in Europe, At one time we got into & jlen, with a
rock rising at our side 1000 feet, in nearty perpendicular heignt; although the
vock was 50 steep, it bare a dense crop of trees; it eeemed most astonishing
where they got nourishent from, thare being very litde soil; looking vp at
thia tremenidous rock, one wishes that he were not quite so near the base of it;
yau fancy you ean sce a lump of rock on the face of the precipice just ready to
1umnble dow, and grind you lo sn inpalpable powdas ; the driver of the sleigh
told me the name of this rock, but it has now escaped my memory ; we saw
numelous cleurings, with houses on them of all sorts and sizes, and of all the
orders of architecture that have ever been known. Before I go farther I must
explain what clearings are ; in a few words, o clearing is another name for farm;
wjien a settler comes out and buys a piece of Innd, he generally finds it covered
with trees ; his first duty is (o build a hnuse for himselt, aad the next to find one
! laryer gize to serve Ag a burn und byre ; he then attacks the trees, culting




them down, about two feet or more from the ground, he then drags them off the
ground and burns them, or, makes a snake-f with them ; suake-fencing is a
very slmPle process—the logs which have been cut down being simply laid on
the top of each other in a zigzag wnanner, their weight being too much for catile
o knack down ; when the trees bave heen thus got off, the land is said to be
clear, and the farmer in kis pride at what his own hands have done, calla it a
clearing, The frost strles very deeply into the ground, and when the thaw
comes In spring the frost leaves the laud so loase Lhat the seed only requires to
be harrowed i, When a new settler comes out, al) the neighbours round about
come and help him to put up his log hut, which they generally do in a day, he
doing the like for the next comer ; nieetings of :his sort are called * Bees.” A
lag hut1s a very rude building; the trees are roughly squared, and laid on the
top of cach other, the iclerstices between the logs being filled up with clay ; they
do not build the walls above 8 feet in height; a few rafters are then put up, and
boarded over with shingles ; a couple of small windows are put in, and his house
is ready to live in; if he hns brought wo furoiture, as few sgettlers do, lthy
knock n lew boards together and form seats, which answer the purpose as well
as mahogany would do, A settler coming into a new counlry must make up
his mind to 10ugh it a good deal ; after a year or two he will be able to huild a
proper wood house, and in a few more will be, to all intents, an independent man,
anly he must work hard at first; during the winter months they have littie to
do beyond cutting firewood, and attending to their cattle. It anowed during part
of our journoy to-day, but wes very warm; we stopped at an Inn about 1T a.m.
10 feed the horses and refresh ourselves; we pulted out our meat and bread, got
some beer from the Inn, and made a good lunch, besides replenishing the bottle
in about an hoor we started again, all as hvely os crickets; we commenced
singing songs, 10 tha pgreat delight of our drivers, who evidenily had not been ac-
custorued to much sitging. ‘I'le roads weve very uneven; we were generally
either teiling up a hill io slow time, or going at a gallep down the other side;
the sleigh once set in motion woult have slid over the smooth snow by its own
inpetus; nor was their wanting a litile danger to enliven our journey ; some-
thing would happen to the sleigh in tront, when the one behind coming down
ke the wind, and unable to stap would run into it, endangering those who were
in it ; somelimcs onr road lay nlong the ed:e of a precipice, with only a bank of
loose snow to prevent us goiny wver; in jolling over the ruts, some one who wag
nol on the qui vire might get pilched out of the sleigh irto a wreath of snow,
amid the laughter of his comrades, which was zreatly increased if some otber one
wha had laughed so inuch at the others got pitehed out himself ; of course no one
could get hurt amongst the soft snow, The irhabitants alony the road side
generally wmed out 1o have a laok at us, and give us 8 kind word as w~ passed ;
at o hamiet called Welshford, they had got up a little hit of display ; a flag waa
hung across the road, and others were put up over gateways; they all’ bore in-
scriptions ; on the une actoss the roud was  Welcome Victoria’s Heroes,” and
on the reverse side was seen, ou leoking back, the word ¢ Farewell;” one old
gentleman, who had a fine house and comfortable looking farm, stood with hia
servants, checring the inen as the different sleighs came up ; when the last sleigh
had passed, he got into his own sleigh bringing up the rear of the procession,
and accompanied us to our halting place for the night ; this waa the only place
duriag our journey, where the inhabitants attempted a display, or gaveusa cheer;
we will remember the gentleman at Welshford for a long tilne, We arrived at
u place called Petersville sbout 3 p.m. 5 our quasters was a large log hut, which

later] 120 of us, the inder going toa house half a mile fartheron ; we
had been led to expect a hot dinner when we got in, but we were disappointed ;
it had to be cooked alter our arrival ; we got dinner at 8 p.m, and tea at 10 p.m,
but mast of the men were by that time asleep ; there were no beds to sleepon ; the
flnor was covered with branches of the pive tree; each man had only 1he two
hlankets which we hud brought with us; the best plan of sleeping was to undress
and g* into the blanket which was sewed up, roll the other around, great coat
on the top, the rest of the clothing under forming a inattrass, and the knapsack
made a capital pillow j this was the way I slept during the whole of the journey ;
once I got into my bag ro air could get atine, und when you can exclude the air,
you are sura 10 be warm, Tha officers had a small hut 10 themselves, but other~
wige they fared rio better than we did ; one of the sergeants had occasion to see




Oolone! Lambton ; he weat into the hut, and aceing some ene cooking at the fire,
asked if the Colonel was in; K"’" replied the individual who waa cooking, who*
was 10 other than the Colanel himself, cooking an omelet for his own supper;
they aleo had to s!cclp on feathers of the trees, as we did ; we, ng we lay on our
backa could seq the light through the top of the hut, but although the night was
very cold, we did not feal it ; a couple of men were up all night to keep the fires
inj there were four stoves in the hut ; [ slept middling, being nov and again woke
up by a larger pine bough than ordinary having got into the_small of my back,
or @ piece of wood, or prickle running into my leg, when I rid mysell of the
offensive object, turn round, and slcep again ; there was something o romantic
in this sort of life that I rather enjoyed it,

January 31st.—Got up and performed my ablutions in a clear running atream ;
had breakfast, and got into the sleighs again. The country to-day was very
clear of trees; a great fire called the Mirnmsl fire, had burnt the forest some
yeara previously, and biackened, charred atumps were all that remained of what
bad once been a fine forest, a fire in the forest is o terrible thing, the long

rags and underwood, and the trees themselves, are so dry that they burn up
like tinder ; the firo itself raiscs a %ale of wind which helps to drive It along;
every house was burned up, and the inhabitants driven te take refugo in tbe
rivers to presorve their lives; it was dreadfully cold, and in a fow momeats
tangles of ice wore hauging from the beards and mustachea of the meu ; the
wind was a0 keen that it was impossible to hold tho face toward it, and well
wrapped up as we were, we felt the wiud piercing through all; our feet also
got cold, and many of the men got out and walked up the hills, jumping in
again when we came to go down hill, and 80 on. We passed a great many
clearings to-day, atopping abont half-way to feed the horses and get refrash-
monts; our men often remarked that no birds, not even 3 Spurrow was to be
seen, and the only wild animal we had seon was a rabbit.—We arrlved at
Fredericton the capital of the Province of New Brunmswick ; the Lieutenant
Qovernor lives here in a large handsome brick house; Fredericton is a small
town of about 2000 inhabitants; we were lodged in a barracks here ; tho river
St, Jobn runs past the town ; there was a village of Indians on the opposits
sldo of the river, ao I crossed on the ice, and paid thom g visit ; on the pretence
of wanting a light for my pipo, I went into one of their huts, or wigwams as
they call them ; it waa a very rnde place; they use no furniture, thay never
ait, but 8quat on the ground upon huffalo skins, some sort of a bed lyin% in a
corner; their women are called squaws and thelr babies paposes; one of their
babies was hung up in & basket on the wall; it was upright in the basket,
nothing to be seea but ils little ngly shaped head, for the Indian squaws squeezs
thelr papooses hends whilat they are young, giving them tho rotreating forebead
observable in Indlans. Those {n\i[nns that fvisit,ed ace civillzed, and generally
bolonglng to the Roman Catholle Ohurch; they are very lazy, and hardly ever
work mare than one day at a time ; the only occupation ihey take any delight in
is hunting ; their squaws do all the hard work, cultivating their clearings,
making i ing, and other 1 articles; they, when
they have a young child, may bo scen working In the fields, with the anuose
in itg bagket, hung on their backs by a strap passing round the forehead ; their
squaws seem to be very fond of their husbnmrs. nng are reported to be very
faithful ; a smile is hardly ever seen upon their faces; I entered into conversa-
tlon with one who could talk English ; I found him very inteiligent, and fond
of talking about hunting ; be told me that there were p{enly of wild animals,
bears, wolves, raccoons, bares, rabbits, &c, &c. ; thereare also plenty of deer ; he

ave me & particular account of moose hunting on snow-shoes; the moose is a
seer ag Jarge a3 an ordinary sized ox, nnd i3 a very dangerous animal to hunt,

As tho snow is, on an average, 4 feet in depth, snow-shoes must be used, where-
ever there are not hesten roads ; they nre about 3 t2et in length and 1} in
breadth at the middle, tapering off to a point at both ends; they are made of
= frame of wood with two crose-bars, fitled up with a net-work of moose's skin
on which the foot rests ; the foot i fagtened to thom by the toe, the heel belng
left free play, the snow-shoo is dragged along rather than liftod ; great care is
requisite in walking with them ; if you allow the point to dig into the snow you
Are sure to fall upon your face, and in turning care must be taken not to tread
A yowr owa toes; if you do ﬁowu you fall; going backwards ls still more



dangerous, ag you aro more liable to dig in the heel und so tumble, I thanked
my Indlans for their Information, which has been of use, as I have not yet had
a tumble In the snow-shoes, I roturned to barracks, found the dlnner ready,
had it and went to bed; had sound sleep on & good bod.

February 1st.—Had hare-soup and coffee for hreakfast ; nothing like a good
breakfast for tackling a long road ; 1 forgot to mention that the first two days
Jjourney, were ench 30 miles in leogth ; we atarted at 7 a.m., noticed a charch
with a apire and a very appropriate device on tha top of it; it was a hand
with the fingera clinched, excepting the forefinger, which wag pointing heaven-
ward ; such a device as thls makes a man think of heaven whetber he will or
not; if it bad been a weathercock, I might have only thought which way the
wind blew, but that finger made me think of what [t was intended we should
never forget. Our route to-day lay along the banks of the river St. John ; thers
was llttle difforence in the appearance of the country, It has not the least al)-
pearance of having any great plaing ; nothing waa in be acen but hill upon hill,
forest upon forest, with a strip of cleared land n\ryln% from 1 to 4 milex In
breadth’; the men now hegan to tire of sitting so long In the glelghs, and great
numbers of them were to be seen walking, or running apd tumhling along
bohind the sleigha ; some of the slcighs occasionally has 1o one with them but
the driver ; thera was sometimes as much 19 2 miles between the first and la
sleigh ; the only time that we were togethe. was at the halting places, and at
wells by the rondside where they watered their horses; we had o piper in our
sleigh to-day who gave us a tune occaslonally ; we would also have s song
now and then ; we arrived at our resting placo for the night at 4} p.m,; we
wore lodged in the garret of a hotel cnlledp'l‘ﬂley's; we had not room to atand
up in it, and just enough to lis down on our backs; there was a couple of stoves
in the place which were kept burning all night, nearly stifling us witk heat and
smoke ; some of the blue noses came amongst us to-night, we chatted witb, and
made tiiem stard when we told them of the size and grandeur of London ; they
bad no idea that there was a larger town than Fredericton, or & greator man
than the Governor; on looking closely at them I thought they all chowed
tobacco, but on questioning them, found it was spruce-gum ; they were all tee-
totallers; they had a very simple contented look; they sang us some of their
country songs with evident pride; 1 admired the words of one, called * Mary of
1he Wild Moor ;” it was sung to a very cld tune ; some of our men then obliged
them with a stave or two, to their evident gratification ; they departed at a late
hour, with great reluctance. 'There is not much society in the backwoods, miles
somelimes intervening hetween the houses, and such an opportunity for enjoy-
ing themselves aad displaying their vocal powers, seldom oceurs. Our journey
w7as 35 miles fu length to-day.

February 2nd.~Sunday moroing. Started at 7 a.m, ; snowed for an hour;
the piper and I wore talking about home; he was conjuring up a picture of
breakfast in London—tea, toast and bacon, and hetter than all, the wife pour-
ing out the coffec, and with a smilo inviting him to commence. I laughed at
bim and rallicd him on his home-sickness ; heing Sunday we could not sing
songs, 80 we saug psalms; at the balf-way-house I bad some stuff they called
coffec, payiog six cents for a pint; 1 drauk it because it was hot,and [ was cold;
it did me a deal of good, whatever it was; tbey here charged most exorbitant
prices for everythin g—a mouthful of hread and cheese cost six pence, and a glasa
of ale four pence, weaker thau tahle beer, and thick and muddy lookiog ; they
were Yankees who ke{n the house; we met aome Indians and their 8quaws;
they generally wore blankets and ateeple bats; met a funeral, the minister was
in the first sleigh, then the coffin followed hy the relatives of the daceased ; the
women and men all wore white crape; a great many of the neighborg attended
to show their respect; they did not, however, wear any symbol of wourning ;
I judged it to be the funeral of a young woman; it is wonderful how solemn
the presence of death makes meu, not & word or 8 whisper was heard uatil the
party had passed, and for some time afterwards not a word was apoken by any
of us; wo all apparently felt that the place was hallowed by the presence of
death. W arrived at Woodatock at 3} E‘m.; our day’s journey 22 miles; wo
we.e ngain lodged in & temporary barracks ; after dinner I went out to have a
look at the town ; I met two coubtrymen only six months out; they were both
carpenters, and were working at their trade : I went with one of ihem into &



Free-Will Baptist Cburch ; now I am gencrally reverent in a chureh, but the
manber in which they conducted their devotions nearly made me laugh outright ;
they began by ono gentleman giving outa psalm; durlug the time he was read-
ing, another gent atarts up and bawls out a nunber and the namo of a tune;
they then eanglt o o ranting air; then one 1)!11{&(1, then another, nntil six
men had praycd, ana then, ns & climas, o younx lidy pops on her knees and
prayed ; this young Iady’s prayer, which I thonglit bettor and aweetor than ths
men’s, finisbed the praying department; there wag no one in the pulpit; ufter
the praying was done, onc old gentlemnn {avited uny ono to step up and glve
thelr “experlence”; no one stepped up, however, so lie gave us his own experi-
ence, heginning ln a whisper, gotting londer and louder a3 ho went on nntil he
ended in a bellow, and sat down quite exbausted, T left tho church before tho
gervice concluded ; I was quite disgusted with the exbibition; I could not call
it & religlous service, We did not leave Woodstock next day ; we tuok o rest
to-day, but it was no rest ta me, for L was ou guard; Woodsiock is n small vil-
lage, only distant 12 miles from the State of Malne.

February 4th.—Left at 9 a.m., only six mien in a sleigh ; as the reads were
getting worse, prssed through several villnges : walked n good deal to-Gay, our
courso atlll lying along tho banlk of the St. Jobn River; we arrived at tho
village of Florencevillo at 3 p.m. ; travelled 25 miles to-duy ; lodged in the
basement rooms of 1 hotel ; lay again on the floor, whitlt was only covered willi
pine-boughs.

February 6th.—Left Florenceville ot 7 a.m, ; ronds very bad ; still along the
bank of tho river, and cloge by the Stato of )fnlne; weatber clear, frosty and
cold; no villages nlong the road, but plenty of clearings; saw a small aninul
resembling a equirrc], a crow, and somo birds of most beautiful plumage ; ar-
rived at o pretty vlllago called Toblique ;slepton pinc boughs freshly gathered ;
day’a journcy, 40 milog; vory tired.

ebruary Gth.—Nearly frosi-bitten in tho fingers ; when I washed in tbe nioru-
ing the iron basin stuck to my wet fingers ; wus obliged to run inside and rub
my fingers. Left Tobique at8} a.m., crossed the river Roustac on n very hand-
aome bridge, lcaving the St. John on our right; saw a large grist mitl ; ouc road
lay for the moat part through a forest, saw some splendid pine-trees ; nrrivedat
tho Grand Falls of St. John at 2§ p.m,, good quarters, plenty of room, and
pine branches to slecp on; had my dinner, nnd then went out to bave a look at
the falls; there is a bridge about one hundred and fifty yards below the fulls,
from which a splendid view i3 obtained ; tke river bero tmnbles over a rock
scvenly-four feet in perpendicular height, whilst the spray rose in a misty cloud
above it; below tho grand fulls it rushes awny at the rate of forty miles an
hour, flling soventy feet more in o few hundred yards length: aftor feasting
my eyes with thia truly grand and tervific sight, T took u stroll through the vil-
lage, ond then went to bed—our dny’s jourucy twenty-five miles.

February 7Tth—Left Grand Falls at 8 am.; the settlers in this part of the
counury are all French; we crossed the river on the ice to theright bank along
which our rond lay for mnny mileg; the roads were very bad to-day, full of ruts,
and very dungerous. 'T'be pigs in this part ure of a I'rench hreed, very leap,
would make good hunters; they have o humy on their baeks like camels; they
are of a dirty hrown, or russet colour, some of them baving a whito ring ronnd
their body, which give them & strange appearance; others wero striped like
tigers; they were tho dirtiest and most disgusting looking pigs that beloag to
the porcine tribe, Crossed several rivulets spunbed by handsome wooden
bridges; it snowed during the last two hours of our journey; we passed o
handsome French Churel, covered all over with crosses, also a college and
ghrine. We arrlved at Little Falls ut 5 p.m., terribly tired, haviag been 9 hours
on the road ; Little Fulls isa French village ; wo had truvelled 40 milos to-day.
We again had pine-boughs to slecp on ; numbers of the Frenchmen came to
liear the pipers play.

February 8th.—Left Little Falls at 7 a.m. ; terribly cold fo-day ; tho first
% miles we were nearly shuken to pieces, the roads were so bud ; the snow bad
also drifted a good deal during tho night; we crossed the boundncy line botween
Canads and New Brunswick about 8 a.m.; the road was now hroad and good ;
snow plonghs go along cvery day to keep it clear, nnd we went nlong as
smoothly a8 on  rilway, sand ata greatly increased speed; our road to-day



Iay along the bank of tho Madawaska river, and for 20 miles along (Le aide of
» larga lake called Temiscouata; wo arrived at Fort Ingull at 5 p.m,, distance
40 mlles to-day. Thare was a barracks here, 8o we had beds to ‘slecp on, for
which 1 was thankful; through lylng on the hoarde to long, 1 did not sleep
qulte 80 well as I expected. There are some remalas of the fortifications stlll
10 bo seen; doubtless wild red Indians intent upoa scalps, have nssembled
round this fort in thelr palat and feathers, but such days bave now passed away ;
the white mon Lold with a strong hand what was once the Indian’s patrimony,
:vgl‘lsl thoy thomselves have ncarly disappeared from the laud of their foro-
lathers,

February 9th.—Lcft Fort Ingall at 7 a.m., halted 12 miles from the fort, and
again at the 241h, where governweat had a log-hut, nnd an cxtra ratlon of
warm tea ; we rosted hero an liour; the rest of the afiernoon was the culdest
we bad felt since we started on our journuvy ; we arrived at Riviere du Loup,
40 miles from the forf, at 5 p.m. ; 10 hours on the road ; we ngain Lid heds to
sleep on, our windowe lsnking upoa the river St. Lawrence, which la here 2
miles in width; the . du Loup is oaly two days of sleigh journeyieg from
the place where we tur« * jack on the St, Lawrence, 30 you will seo what a
round abont way we bad como; our sleigh journey ended here. Rlviere du
Loup is 331 miles from St. Jobn ; Riviere du Loup is the name of a rlver and
villago; the Grand Trunk Pailway has [ts terminus here; there were several
large stores in this place; we found provisions cheaper here than atany other
pl(ﬁ:e along the road; the inhabitants aro mostly Freach, and very civil and
polite.

February 10th—~We pnraded at 8 a.m, : we had about n mile to walk to the
station, and as wo hud}gul heavy kits, and a blanket rolled round the knapsack,
wo were rather short of wind when we got to tho station ; the road was ve
steop all the way. The curriages were in waitiog, and we immediately tool
our 8eats ; one carriago held sixty men; they are built on an altogather differ-
ent plan from English carringes ; there are no doors in the sides of the carrlages,
but one at cach end ; all the carriages communicate with each other, they are
seated crosswige, with a passage down the centre; two persons sit on each seat,
other two facing them ; not only can the guard and driver communicate by
assiog through tho iages, but insta tion can be held

y a bell which passes lhrougll tho carringes ; each earrlage s provided with a
closet, drinking water, atove, and, in ordinary passenger trains, with smoking
and sleeping carringes. ‘There is only a single lino of rails, and but little difi-
culty hag boen oxperienced in making the permancnt way ; the country through
which the railwny passes is very flal, the ralls are laid down at about the same
guage as the English Great Western Railway ; the cngines burn wood instead
of coal, which necessitates their stopping very often to take in wood ; wao had
two day's provisions ia our baversacks; the lrain started at 9 a.m.—Tho line
of rajlway from Riviere du Loup to Queben runs within a short distance of
the St. Lawrence; there was a good deal of cleared land along the line of rail-
way, and numorous villages, the names of which I can only just mention—
8t."Alexandre, St. Paschal, Rivier Ouelle, 8t. Anne, St, Roch, St, Jern, L'Islot,
St. Thomas, St. Francis, St. Charles, Traverse Chemine Do Fere and Chau~
diere. Weo n(ogyed at most of these places Lo wood or water, but nothing was
seen worthy of recording; wa arrived at Chaudiere at 3} p.m.; Chaudiere
station Is about eight miles from Quchec ; we bad to stay hera 44 ﬁours, walt-
ing for another traiz ; wo cooked our tea which wo had Brought with uz on the
stoves in the carriages ; we got very tired sitling in the carriuges doing nothiag ;
all our old songs were sung, and topics of conversation exhausted long befors
the engine wags agnin put to the carrlages; many of the en were just drop-
ping off t0 sleep when we again started at 8 p.m. The frost was very sevore
to-night, aad away from the stovo we soon got chilly. The carringe was full
of smoko nearly all the way, owing to tha woad hasing beon cut foo loug to
allow the stove door to ba shut. We were dreadfully uncomfortable the whole
of the night; owing to the jolung of the carriages we could not sloep, al-
though we felt a great inclination to do so.

February 11— Arrived at Richmoud »' 2 a,m.; Richmond is a large village,
as far ag 1 could judge In tho darkness .!% 13 some gnod houses; there was




a fino hotel close to the station ; I teled to enter Into conversation with some
of the people ahout tho station, but they apparently ecould only talk French.
At 8 a.m, wo arrlved at the lown and station of 8t. Hyacintho, this appeared
to be a large town, plenty of fine looking bouses and churches, with tall glit-
tering epires. The station was very handsomely fitted up. Between this place
and Montreal there was more of the country cleared than any placo we had pre-
vinusly scen.  We croasced the St, Lawrence on the Victorla Tubular Bridge;
this brldge is the longest In the world ; it has 25 arches of Immense Leight nnc‘
opau, and with the abutments is more than two miles in length; the plers are
of iminonse size and strongth, it must receive a severe trial to itsstrength when
the [ce breaks np; in o fuw more minutes we got ont nt the Bonuventure
station, and marched through the atrecis to the Victoria Barracks; the building
13 very Inrge and handsome, accomamodating not only us, but also the Grenndler
Gunrds, who had arrived hero a fortnight before us.” The barrncks belong to
& Dunaory cloge by us; it had, before gavernment leased it, heen intended for
store rooms j tho roorns aro of grent length and brerdih, each accommodating
60 men; they are woll lighted and venillated, and have two stoves [n each;
the windows on one side look upon the St. Lawrence, which will present a
1lvely scena In the summer time.

Monticnl Is the Inrgest town in Onnada, its populatlon exceeds 100,000, and
posseases moro bulldings of stone and hrlcﬁ than any other town in this
country ; tha princlpal buildings (which are all built of stone) are the French
Catbedral, where 10,000 pcople may worship at one time, the Court House, the
thireo prineipul Bauks, the Scotch Church, the Episcopaiian Cathedral, a fine
new building, and heunllfull( decorated Inslde ; St. Patrick’s Church and the
Methodiat Ghurel ; McGill College, the Jesuits' Qollege, tha General Hospital,
Exbibition Buildiug, Post Office, Bnd Custom House, &c. &c¢. There are two
fine markets, Bongccours and St. Ann’s; Bonsocours is said to be the finest
mnrket in Amorica ; thero I3 a large hnlf above tho market pluce, where balls
and concerts take place, The town [s lighted with gas, and some of tho pria-
clpal slrectz are paved with stone; in the same street the pnvements are found
to be mado of wood, brick aod stone, trom which [ infer that the proprictors of
bouses pave it themselves, and with what they like, Mantreal is situated on
an island of the samo name, 180 miles above Quehec; it is 30 miles in length
and 10 in breadth—it is fortile and level, except vna elevation just outside the
town, calied Mount Royal, from which the island derives its name ; it is nbout
600 feet in holght, and is covered with trees; there is n reservoir of water at
the baso of tho mounlain, from which the town is supplicc, Most of the manu-
factures in Canada are centcred here, scme of them on a very extensive scale,
The St. Lawronce is navigablo as far as Montreal by vessels of 2000 tons bur-
then ; a few mlles aboro the town tho rapids of the St. Lawrence commence,
rendering the navigatlon only fit for vessels of a small draught of water ; ves-
#els do not sail up the rapids, but up a canal which ig cut trom a point below
to a poiot above the rapids, agnin tnkiug the river until the next rapid, shen
another cagal obvlates thedifliculty ; while the river is open the mails sail direct
from hero to England. The population ig a mixture of Frencb, frish, Scotch
and English, with & sprinkilng of Yankees from Bull's Run. On a Sunday
afternoon ug the Guards are guing to and from church, Great St. James Street
presents a very gay nnd brifliant appearance ; the pavement i3 erowded wlith
well dressed ladics and gontlemen—the ladies dressed in very briltiant colors :
the head-dress generally conalsts of round fur enps—what they would call
pork-pies in London ; very few wear bonncts of Chiﬁ or silk, and they who wear
thew aro gencrally the most sedate and elderly looking; they must study the
art of dressing much, and wear only what suits tha complexion, for I have not
seon what [ could call 8 “decidedly ugly womagn,” Ithink the averagc heigbt
of the natlves of this country is’lgremer than 1he average in Englaud; they
havo more room to grow here. The men wear fur caps with turn down fiaps
for the ears; they bave a very sturdy, healthy look about them, and rather a
declded inclination to be stont. The London cabbies are thonght to o a pretty
abnrp clugs, and ready at repartee, but tho sleigh drivers here decidedly beat
tbem i forcing trade and making remerks to passers-by ; great numbers of
them are Freach, and bavo the advuantage of, when it is gafe, abusing in; Eng-
Hsh, if not safu they use French,  Looking atthe streets, and ths police reports,



1 should say they aro a very moral people; most of the crimea aro theft and
drunkenness; the thefta are generally of a petty pature: I bave not heard of
any great man ahusing truat, nor of A ucrelar¥ absconding with the cash-box ;
no vialent assunit3, and nothing §n tho shape of murder. Drunkarda are rurely
seen in the streets; a drunkard In America i3 looked down upon by overgbody,
nomntter what he may be, Books are chieaper here than In Lngland; a bool
which sells in England for 30 shillings may be hnd here for as many cents.
There aro several circulating Librurles, weil supplied with books, principally
from the New York publishera ; f,"dﬁl"“ fram books 1 aaw on the shelves of one,
1 should say theroara too many Looksin the Newgate atylc,such as tbe Clande
Duval series, and Reynolds’ works. There are several dally newspapers, some
bl-weekly and others weekly ; some of them are published and kold for one
cent. For thegize of the town there aro a good muny musio shops, or rather
stores—ali shops belng called * stores.” There are scveral regiments of voluns
teers and militin In thls town § thew are busy drilling every evening, ari I am
informed they pick up thelr drill very quick ; on one or two occaslon-, [ have
seen them marching through the strects with their band ; cansidering the rough-
pess of the atreeta they marched ateadily and in good time, and with a proud,
marilal bearing; thoy did not appenr to be the sort of men that would wil-
lingly submit to Yunkee domincering, and should the Yunkees ever takeit into
their beads to bave a slap at Cnnada, they will meet with n warm reception,
The houaes are all covered with sheets of tin instead of slutes or tlles; when
the sun shines on them they dazzle the eya with thelr brightness ; tha roofs are
enerally a(€ep, so that the anow mayslip off ensily, There are muny charitable
fusll(ununu in thls city, and several for promoting learningand religion. Now
that the thaw bus commanced, (23rd March) it I3 ver{ unpleagant welking ia
tha streets ; dome dig away the anow of the pavement in front of thelr bouses—
the one next door does nut ; in congequence a pocl of water collects whers the
snow has been dug away, only making the former evil the better of the two.,
We bave hnd several parades to practice lie'd movement on snow-shoes ; we ons
day crossed ou the ice to the small Islund of St. Heleny, on which there ls a num-
ber of guns butno fort.eations ; wo climbed and slid down the steepest hills on
tho Tsland ; aciing a3 Light Infuntry there were a good many betrayed a declded
lnclination for the horizontal posltion to tho greatamuseinent of those who could
intain tho perpondicular, The inhahi are vory tand of raciag on snow-
shoes ; the Indiana are the fleetest runners, they Lave most practico. Our men
like this placo weli onough, the inhabitants and us agree very well; the
only drawback i3 cheap drink, and alack of those amusements which only Lon
don can afford ; provislonsalso are cheaper than fu the old country ; the tobacco
I3 cheaper but of [nferior quality ; manufacturd goods are dearer than in Eng-
land, elothing especially. Tbere ls no occasiva for any one to be in poverty ﬁl
this county, excepting from long sicknoss ; thal thero are poor people there is
po quedtion, but improvidence is generaily the cause ; tradeis aotso brisk dure
Ing the winter ag ln 1ha summer, and something ovght to be saved for the rainy
du(‘ The climate i3 very dry, the snow dues not weigb mare than half of what
allke quantity orEninah anow would ; the cold fs great, but nothing to what
wo bad expucied, There isalways plenty of work to e had, aud I think a pere
s0n who is only earning amall wages athome should emigrate, If [ were dls-
charged to-day I should stay here, or go to Upper Oanada; the persous most
wfuniled are agricnlturists and mecbanles, such as carpenters, magons, and slaters
of tin,

The foregoing mccount of our voyage and journey was not originall
Intended for publication—but having showa it to some friends they thought (t
of sufficient merit to advige me to publish it. I bave accordingly done so, and
have no doubts that the well known kindaess of a generous public will pardon
any imporfection in the canstruction of sentences, &c., and will take it for what
1t is—a true and correct account of our journey from London to Montreal.
‘Whether our atay in this country may be for a short or a long period—we, when
we retura to # Dear Old England,” will gratefully remember, and talk in onr
old age of ths fine country. and finor people ft was onr lot to be thrown
amonget,




	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_01
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_02
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_03
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_04
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_05
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_06
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_07
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_08
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_09
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_10
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_11
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_12
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_13
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_14
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_15
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_16
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_17
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_18
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_19
	scots_soldier_montreal_Page_20

