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PREFACE

By tHE PRriME MINISTER OF CANADA

MaNy Books have been written about the World War,
and many more are certain to be written. Each of these
books must necessarily have its own particular point of
view — British, French, Belgian, Russian, or American —
according to the nationality or situation of the writer; and,
assuming always that the work is accurate and conscien-
tious, each should have for its readers an interest and
value of its own. It is the mission of the present volume
to survey the battleground of the nations from the view-
point of Canada, and to record the various phases of Cana-
dian life and thought, action and accomplishment. And it is
in that regard that this volume performs a distinctive
service and is entitled to an enduring place among the
works of contemporary historians.

All those, and they are many, who are familiar with
the work of Mr. Castell Hopkins in The Canadian Annual
Review, will weleome this new publication, founded upon
facts gathered by him with infinite labour and pains, con-
tained in the Review itself, and so arranged here as to
form a continuous narrative of Canada’s share in the
mighty struggle for the ideals of our Empire and race and
the preservation of our civilization. I am confident that
I voice the feeling of thousands of readers, to whom Mr.
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CHAPTER I

THE EVE OF THE STORM IN CANADA

‘WHEN, on August 4, 1914, the world’s liberties, the exist-
ence of small nations, the mastery of the seas, the lordship
of Europe, the dominance of the world, were thrown into a
vast erucible of war, Canada, as a Dominion of the British
Empire, was a prosperous community, with a contented
people holding rich resources in fee for the future and
building slowly but surely upon foundations which had been
carefully laid and safeguarded. It was a new country, a
young nationality, crude in some of its developments, clever
and progressive in others, aggressively independent in all
phases of life and thought. It had the advantage of great
traditions and of a history extending back into the storied
past, with a continuity of patriotism conserved by the
Imperial connection; its people could study the treasured
memories of Scotland or Ireland or England and feel that
though the title-deeds of the race were in Westminster they
were held there for Canadians as truly as for those born
within the sound of Bow Bells or the sweeter strains of
Shandon.

Those who had the local or national instinet more largely
developed than the Imperial could look with pride upon a
purely Canadian record of pioneer achievements, of early
patriotism bred of privation and toil and peril, of loyalty
held against the armed forces of the American invader or
‘the sometimes persuasive force of United States contiguity.
Many who were affected by these influences from the
Republie to the south still found scope for action and devel-
opment under the freedom of the flag and were able to
cultivate a certain American alertness and aggressiveness
in business methods, to develop personal characteristics
quite different from those of the British or French founders

5]



6 CANADA AT WAR

of the country and to evolve new and sometimes eccentrie
opinions as to politics or government or the elements of
liberty.

In the years immediately preceding the World War, how-
ever, Canada was practically a unit in satisfaction with its
position in the British Empire. It was one which brought
safety without clear responsibility — Imperial protection
without taxation and with very little expenditure even
upon the local Militia, the prestige of British citizenship
abroad and at home without the vast burdens of Navy and
Army and diplomacy. The French Canadian received
these advantages and the further benefit of special rights
and privileges in laws, language and religion which claimed
the guarantee of British treaties and the force of British
pledges. The English Canadian had vague memories of
British historic aid in the settlement and upbuilding of
pioneer Canada. They were blurred by distance in time,
by political controversies, by indistinet teaching in school
and forum and press; they were even at times denied alto-
gether. American and foreign settlers in the country
influenced the latter school of thought and helped an ele-
ment which stood, often unconsciously, for a policy of future
Independence. In this latter connection there was an
Americanizing process under way which was not publicly
recognized nor clearly understood. It had no relationship
to the old-time fears of political annexation which were as
dead as such an issue could be, but it had a strong, indirect
force as, presently, will be seen.

Taking into first consideration the primary British sen-
timent of the people, it would seem that the facts were
strong and sufficient to afford a stable basis for the loyalty
and satisfaction which did exist. When the tiny settle-
ments along the St. Lawrence, on the borders of the Great
Lakes, or on the shores of the Atlantie, had been in the
birth-pains of United States revolution, invasion and
attempted conquest, Great Britain was unstinted in her
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supply of blood and men and money; when soldiers were
needed to support Canada’s growth and maintain its inter-
ests and hold its territory, British troops and fortifications
were maintained in the country at a total expenditure of
$500,000,000 during the nineteenth century; when Canadian
commerce hecame a matter of international concern, as its
vast, unbroken territories had long been an object of inter-
national cupidity, absolute security was found within the
scope of Britain’s naval supremacy; when British dignity
and Canadian feeling were shamed by the Trent affair,
10,000 British soldiers came to Canada as fast as ships
could bring them; when the Fenian invasion illustrated the
helplessness of a country like this lying alongside the terri-
tory of a great Power, Britain paid the damages rather
than risk war with a United States stirred to fever-heat
by passions of the moment, which, happily, have since
disappeared.

If Canadian settlers needed roads and canals and bridges
in pioneer days, British money-grants had supplied them;
if the Indians for half a century required expensive cod-
dling and yearly gifts and payments, the money was pro-
vided by Great Britainj; if the churches wanted vast sums
for pioneer work and continued development, British volun-
tary societies contributed $100,000,000 during the nine-
teenth eentury; if railways, such as the Intercolonial, had
to be constructed, at a period when Provincial eredit was
poor and inter-Provincial unity a dream, Great Britain
guaranteed the loans to a total amount of $25,000,000; if in
later years countless enterprises, private and national,
required money, it was freely accorded in London up to a
present total of $2,800,000,000 of British investments in
Canada. :

If the Dominion wanted to build great canals, or con-
struct a Canadian Pacific, or a Canadian Northern, or a
Grand Trunk Pacific, the money was readily obtained in
London at a rate of interest and with a facility which no
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small nation not under the British flag, and not having
British power and stability to guarantee its position, could
possibly have commanded; if, since Confederation, Cana-
dian trade upon the seas of the world, totalling
$10,000,000,000, was never disturbed by threats or the
shadow of a real menace, it was due to the protection of
the Imperial Navy; if Canadian liberties were of a regu-
lated, defined and orderly nature which became the envy
of visiting or observant statesmen in the American Repub-
lic it was due to evolution under British institutions and
loyalty to an ideal of monarchical government. Very few
Canadians, even of the staunchest British loyalty or
Imperial aspiration, thought in exactly these terms, knew
in detail all the facts mentioned, or realized, for instance,
that the hard-pressed and greatly-burdened British tax-
payer had during the nineteenth century expended at least
$1,200,000,000 upon Canada’s military and naval defence
and pioneer operations. But, in vague ways, in under-
currents of discussion, in growing popular knowledge, the
situation was coming home more or less clearly to many
Canadians.

On the one side, therefore, of the Canadian mind during
a century’s evolution, and affecting it greatly when the
storm and stress of war upheaval came, were these and
other British considerations —in varied form and detail
and degrees of force. On the other side of this mind ofi
Canada were influences bred of United States contiguity,
fostered by expansion, after the American Civil War, of a
commercialism which affected imperceptibly, but surely,
the tendencies of patriotic thought, promoted by the natural
pressure of a virile, aggressive American people, growing
from fifty to one hundred millions, upon a small community
of five to eight millions. With a United States which might
be hostile or unfriendly or too aggressive, there was a
tendency in Canada to look to Britain, to rely upon British
power for defence; with a United States which was indif-
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THE EVE OF THE STORM IN CANADA 9

ferent, or fairly friendly, or conciliatory in policy, there
was a tendency to regard it with more respect and to be
yielding and eonciliatory in return, to discuss the supposed
strength or effectiveness of its Monroe Doctrine, to feel
the influence of the Pacifist tendencies and trade forces and
fiscal policies which the Republic developed in later years.
The materialistic spirit of the day in the United States
also had a strong reflex action in Canada. It took varied
forms and the more selfish it was in application the stronger
was the patriotic front sometimes given to it. There were
Canadians who supported Protection not as a defensive or
helpful instrument of trade and taxation but as a weapon
for excluding all competition whether British or American,
Imperial or foreign; there were those who urged Free
Trade purely because they needed a certain market for
their wares or goods and not because it was, theoretically,
a policy of peace and progress; there were many who talked
of national development and meant absolutely nothing but
the creation of larger personal opportunities for making
money — to them increased population, enhanced agricul-
tural production, growing land values in city and country,
were the beginning and end of national life. From the
United States in part, from certain phases of human nature
in part, many caught this spirit of materialism in whom it
was not inherent, and it had an obvious place in the con-
ditions facing the outbreak of war. The greater the pros-
perity in Canada, as in the United States, the more marked
was this condition; the larger the financial return to the
individual the more apt was he to be wrapped up in con-
sideration of the money market or the price of produce.
The indirect, continuous, but cumulative effect of the
pressure upon Canada’s southern frontier of this great
nation, speaking in the main a similar language, having
similar eustoms and social conditions, holding similar
instinets of trade and business, could not but fail to affect

national thought and action at such a erisis as that of 1914.
2
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The proximity of Canadian and United States cities, the
constant interchange of travel and trade, the identity of
literature and press and theatrical performance, the inter-
marriage and intermigration of peoples, the close ties of
international organized Labour, all tended to produce a
considerable likeness in political lines of thought as well as
in business practice. Pacifism, agrarianism or socialism
travelled easily across the border of the United States into
Canada and found footing, though not in the same degree
of strength as in the Republic. American methods of busi-
ness and manufacturing found deeper root —and very
largely superseded the slower and surer British traditions
and practices of the past.

In Canadian cities, as in the United States, stock-
brokerage and real estate speculation had flourished for
years just prior to the War and made or marred many
fortunes; everywhere the building of railways —to the
extent of 12,000 miles in fourteen years — had spread hun-
dreds of millions of borrowed money upon the carpet of
competition and thrown into feverish activity the land
values of the West; during half a decade centres of popu-
lation in the Western Provinces grew up in a year and
villages in a night, with occasional incidents on record such
as that of a bare prairie scene at a certain date, with, three
months later, the holding of a Mayoralty election on the
same piece of ground! As an outcome of these and other
elements of materialism the price of wheat in regions where
grain grew with ease and, if weather conditions were good,
might produce twenty-two bushels to the acre at a minimum
of cost or exertion, often became more important than
ideals of national government, conditions of Empire defence
or problems of political purity. When, in 1913, the produc-
tion of Western wheat grew to 136,000,000 bushels the ques-
tion of transportation became so vital that it overshadowed
all other issues, and so it was in a lesser degree, or more
localized aspect, with the growth of mushroom real estate

e
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values in and around the cities of Canada in 1911-12 and
the special development of the sub-division phenomenon
wunder which farms outside Montreal or Toronto, Winnipeg
or Calgary, Regina or Vancouver, assumed metropolitan
values and duplicated many incidents of United States
development.

Another continental factor was the effect of emigration
to the United States and the influx of Americans into Can-
ada.- The American 1900 Census put Canadians in the «
United States at a total of 1,181,000 with 90 per cent of
the English and 84 per cent of the French Canadians nat-
uralized. The interchange of thought and opinion and
visits between these people and Canadian relations or
friends, and the arrival in Canada between 1897 and 1914
of 1,000,000 American settlers, had a pronounced effect
upon the methods of Canadian business, the development of
Canadian resources, the social customs and life of the
people. What influence it had upon the national and
Imperial sentiment or aspirations of the public the World
War of 1914 was to clearly indicate. ,

These conditions did, undoubtedly, aid in ecreating a
certain cosmopolitanism of thought, a feeling which was
non-British or non-Canadian and which, in some quarters,
for instance, looked to the Monroe Doctrine for future pro-
tection and forgot that the British Navy in its silent sweep
of the seas guarded both Canadian autonomy and the
Monroe Doctrine itself. W. H. Taft, ex-President of the
United States, distinctly informed a Toronto audience
after war had broken out that this Doctrine did not con-
template protection of American countries against invasion
or injury in war, but only against permanent occupation
by a hostile Power. He did not explain how the United
States could prevent a permanent occupation of Canada or
Brazil by Germany should that Power over-run Europe
and overcome British naval forces. But the mere fact of

* Capadian Club, Febhruary 11, 1915,
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some Canadians having raised this point showed how far
they had gone from principles of National patriotism, how
much they had been unconsciously influenced by American
thought and how they were being prepared for a secretly
held ideal of separation and independence.

In Quebec there was neither belief in the possibility of
war, fear for the future of its peace-loving and cheerful-
minded people, or dreams of aught but a quiet expansion
of population, creed, and language over an ever-widening
area of Canadian soil. French-Canadian ideas of Empire
or of foreign politics and international issues, or of national
responsibilities, were all alike, vague. Even Canada to
very many of its people was a mere geographical expres-
sion, with the United States, along the border, better known
than British Columbia, and the St. Lawrence river, a splen-
did epitome, in its rolling waters, of the assumed power
and possibilities of their race. As the United States manu-
facturer came to Ontario and the United States farmer to
the Canadian West in varied circles of influence, so the
French-Canadian emigrants of a decade before returned on
visits to their Quebec villages and told the habitants won-
derful tales of United States greatness and money-making
opportunities. France had become a far-away factor in a
distant past; only her cherished language remained to
\appeal to French Canadian sympathy in her days of trial.

\'Too often Great Britain had been represented on political
platforms as a grasping Power which sought to weaken
Quebec’s autonomy instead of being the beneficent influence
which had created and safegnarded its popular liberties .
and privileges. Hence it was that the French Canadian,
least of all the population of Canada, was prepared to face
the vast issues of August, 1914.

Partly from the United States and partly from Great
Britain had come another condition which emphasized the
materialism of the day and enhanced the state of national
unpreparedness. At the same time it appealed to some of
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the finest instinets in humanity and touched some of its
loftiest ideals. The Pacifist school of thought at this period
covered or included many things. As with Socialism some
of its teachers knew everything but human nature; and
drew every conclusion from existing conditions except the
right one. In its better aspects the ideal had strong British
support, powerful American backing, vigorous Canadian
sympathies. Lloyd George in England, Andrew Fisher in
Australia, W. P. Schreiner in South Afriea, Sir W. Laurier
in Canada, and W. J. Bryan in the United States, stood for
the ideal of nations trading and living in peace, without
aggressive policy or ambition, without the elashing of arms
or deliberate preparedness for war.

Such ideals of Peace had always found a strong place, a
natural place, in Canada. Surrounded on two sides by an
inviolate sea — safer than in Shakespeare’s day and Shake-
speare’s country — but with its security based upon the
same silent sweep of British warships; backed on the north
by the equally inviolate Arctic regions and faced on the
south by a powerful, peace-talking Republic of democratic
ideals, Canada had developed an isolation from Kurope
which made the genuine Imperialism of a part of its people
and the actual loyalty of its masses an extraordinary condi-
tion and its refusal to accept closer commercial relations
with the United States almost a miracle. To many Cana-
dians the wars and talk of wars in Europe were far-away
echoes of other and barbaric ages; the vast armies facing
each other across national frontiers from the sea-gates of
the Rhine to the shores of the Bosphorus were mere tax-
making toys of arbitrary or foolish rulers; the British Navy
itself often was a splendid and picturesque expression of
fantastic fears!

The world-situation to them was unreal. Europe was
veritably a vortex of militarism, its people would some day
rise and by mere voting power destroy an evil dream.
Canada and the United States were far from these things
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and should keep away from them; the 2,000 miles of ocean
was the greatest of all protective agencies! To some, in
both of these countries, Peace had become a habit of
thought, almost a religious dogma ; to them its environment
was perpetual, its principles were those of the Medes and
Persians — immutable, omnipotent. Indirectly, this feeling
in Canada affected public opinion as to Empire obligations
and national responsibilities, as to support of the Militia,
and as to other problems touching the place of the Dominion
in the Empire and amongst the younger and lesser nations
of the world. It was strengthened by various international
organizations — peace, or business, or labour, or social in
character; it found expression in erowded meetings to hear
such speakers as Goldwin Smith or Andrew Carnegie or
Norman Angell; it rejoiced, and properly so, in the cele-
bration of the hundred years of peace between the United
States and Britain or Canada; it proclaimed in varied
forms and on many occasions, in the press and on the plat-
form and in the pulpit, that the forces compelling peace
and prohibiting war were increasing and had, in fact,
become dominant for reasons which may be summarized as
follows:

1. The bankers and financial interests were so
powerful and the probable eost of a great war
so vast as to insure the peaceful settlement of
issues involved.

2. The commerce of the world was so interna-
tionalized and so potent that it was the imperative
interest of business men in every nation to con-
serve peace and prevent war.

3. Labour organizations, Socialistic and similar
forces, were so strong that by an international
strike or by localized national influence they could
/ and would forbid war.

4. The press of the world had become so strong
and so effective in its distribution of news and
views as to make possible, by some league of
nations, a commercial boyeott which would compel
an aggressive Power to come to terms.

S T
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5. Civilized principles, the precepts of religion,
the growth of trade, the expansion of knowledge,
had combined to make war impossible : the tremen-
dous growth of armaments in Europe had nullified
its own objects by replacing ordinary war with
wholesale and impossible slaughter.

These and similar arguments were used with great effect
and promoted a state of mind in Canada which, at times,
vigorously deprecated Dreadnoughts, denounced drill-halls,
and dreaded or deprecated a so-called Militarism. The
prosperous condition of the country, the degree of substan-
tial progress which had come to its people in the decade
prior to 1914, was another factor in leaving Canada unpre-
pared in thought to meet a world-wide clash of arms. The
prosperity of this period was not spectacular in its quality;
in some branches of national life, indeed, there was depres-
sion; but the basic industries and financial condition of the
country were sound, there was little poverty and such
business restriction as existed was to be found in.a few
stagnant industries and in reaction from a Western real-
estate inflation. The unemployment which showed itself in
some centres was exaggerated and the winter of 1913-14
saw about 30,000, or less than 2 per cent, of the adult popu-
lation of Canada out of work. All the fundamental bases
of the country were sound and the values of the farms,
mines and forests, railways, urban property, machinery,
live-stock, carriages and motors, foreign investments, man-
ufacturing stocks and raw material, held by its 8,000,000
of people were estimated at a total of $11,000,000,000.

British money at the rate of $200,000,000 a year was still

pouring into the loan companies, railways and other corpo-
rations, and filtering through them down into the smaller
industries and the agricultural development of the
Dominion; United States capital to an estimated total of
$600,000,000 in ten years was finding its favoured place in
great industrial establishiments — notably at Hamilton and
Winnipeg — and provided employment for large numbers

o
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of men; the aggregate trade of the people had grown
steadily from $386,000,000 in 1901 to $693,000,000 in 1910,
and $1,129,000,000 in 1914, or $137 per capita, compared
with $47 per head in the United States; in agriculture the
farmers, who totalled nearly a million of the population,
had increased their field crops from $194,000,000 in 1901
to $552,000,000 in 1913, with an increase in the follow-
ing year of $86,000,000. The Banks had deposits totaling
more than $1,000,000,000 and this large sum they had used
freely in the creation and encouragement of a myriad indus-
tries and in the promotion of agricultural production, or
movement of crops from farm to tide-water, while at the
same time safe-guarding by careful diserimination and
necessary restriction, in years of passing difficulty, the
general interests of the investor, the prestige of the
national credit, and the financial fabrie of the country.
The ideal of Independence was not in any sense a publie
issue in Canada, nor did it threaten to become one in the
near future. It was, however, a sub-conscious sentiment
influencing public policy indirectly but sometimes strongly.
Born of isolation from the Empire, helped by certain dis-
cords in the ordinary harmony of Imperial relationship,
such as the Alaskan affair, aided still more by the non-
British sentiment of American settlers, visitors, traders,
and social interchanges, affected by the general undefined
foree of contiguity to the immense democracy of the United
States with all its special problems of economics, labour,
migration, and society, finding easy root in soil nurtured

| by such special anti-British appeals as those of Henri

Bourassa, it had a degree of strength unknown to many
though not yet serious or dangerous to the British institu-
tions of the country. It was, however, one to be reckoned
with and it had clearly shown itself in speeches during the
Naval debates at Ottawa; it was seen in certain Western
utterances and new policies originating in the United -
States; it took such forms as opposition to tying the hands
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of Canada in the future, or evolving any Empire relation-
ship which would hamper Canadian action along any and
all lines of independent legislation or policy; it appeared
during the recruiting campaigns of 1914-17 in personal
statements of indifference to England’s fate and to Can-
ada’s place in the Empire. As with Pacifism it took forms
hard to recognize and was in a state of ebb and flow at the
time when war faced theory and put the cards of force upon
the table. _

In certain general conditions of a comparative and inter-
national character it may be said that when the free but
related communities of the British Empire found them-
selves suddenly plunged into a great war and compelled to
provide immense sums of money, large armies, and all the
paraphernalia of shot and shell in a struggle for world
supremacy on the one side and world liberty on the other,
there was no guiding post of precedent or experience to go
upon. It is difficult to compare compulsion and liberty in
either operation or fruition; the basic elements are so dif-
ferent, the details of method so varied. In all cases, of
course, in Germany as in England, in Austria or Turkey
as in Canada, public opinion had to be conciliated in a sort
of surface way. In other words the people had to be eon-
vineed that they were really fighting enemies who threat-
ened their power or their prosperity, their trade or their
territory, as the case might be. But in British countries
all the organs of public opinion and private thought were
absolutely independent of coercive Government action until
after the issue was called; in Teutonic countries all, or
practically all, of these elements of influence were con-
trolled by Government power and guided, as the world
afterwards knew, by a carefully planned Government policy
which had extended over many years. ~

The whole machinery of popular guidance at the outbreak
of the war was different. In the one group of countries
it was free, uncontrolled and often uncontrollable; in the
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other it was tied and bound, seeded with care and moulded
by force when necessary. British public thought was demo-
cratic, sometimes to an extreme which spelt danger to
public safety; German public thought was like a plant
carefully trained, nurtured in a hot-house. In England
liberty of thought, of trade, of party policy, of personal
labour, of financial action, had reached a stage where
organization was largely on behalf of sections or special
interests and against the State; in Germany organization
had attained a position where almost everything was for
the State and against individualism or even sections of the
people. To the English or Canadian ideal and practice of
liberty Militarism was a thing apart, its very nature of
preparedness abhorrent; to the modern German view of
organization as the pivot of science, of polities, of govern-
ment, of men, of everything, it was a natural part and
parcel of life. In Britain or Canada an army had to be
improvised, as it were, out of nothing — public opinion had
to be fed with patriotism where it was not instinetive, vol-
untary action had to be developed, training carried out,
organization effected in a myriad ways, and countless
divergent ideals and policies persuaded, not forced, into
regular grooves of action; in Germany a great army was
easily kept ready and it was promptly utilized when needed
as a farmer would use his threshing machine or an engineer
drive forward his train of cars upon land or some great
steamship upon the ocean.

To individual Canadians the battle-call of war rang out
as something beyond all personal experience or knowledge.

The War of 1812 was a long-past memory buried beneath

the facts of a hundred years of peace; the South African
War action had been, chiefly, a patriotie ebullition of 7,000
individuals who felt the call of extreme patriotism or pleas-
ureable adventure. The country had received no training
in the thought or fear of war, in the duties of the average
citizen at a national or Imperial crisis, in the respective
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war obligations of the married or unmarried men to their
country, in the patriotism which women should feel, and
must feel, if they are to'give their sons to the perils of the
battle-field. Canadians at this time, in fact, had gone fur-
ther than mere passive inaction; it was the inertia of a
people lapped in peace for a hundred years. The favourite
platform peroration of its speakers had long been the
patriotism of the peace-maker; its Militia had always
existed with difficulty and laboured under the disadvantage
of politiecal criticism and, until very recent years, of Par-
liamentary cheese-paring; its tendency was to regard war
-as no longer necessary or possible and as a relic of bar-
barism; its public men were inclined to view any defined
preparation to meet war as militarism, Jingoism, and a
flying in the face of Providence, religion, and national
morality. Such a mental training was not calculated to
make the average man willing, at a moment’s notice, to sac-
rifice comfort, career, pleasure, and, perhaps, life, to fight
thousands of miles away for a cause which the British
Navy prevented from directly touching its own country.
So far as this sudden struggle was concerned, it also.
must be remembered that Canada was in it because of the
British Empire, because of its constitutional relations with |
Great Britain, because when Br1ta1n was at war Canada
was at war. Yet during many years the value of British
connection had been minimized to a portion of the people,
the benefits-.conferred. .by. association with the Empire
doubted if not denied, the responsibilities of Canada in and
to the Empire sometimes whittled down to_a_thin point.
It therefore would not have been altogether wonderful had
Canada, after the first shock of war, failed to overcome the
inertia of years; to realize that it was the duty and interest
of its people to put as many men in the field proportionately
as Great Britain herself; to understand that this was to be
a struggle for national existence, and that it really was
what patriotic speakers called ‘‘our war’’; to feel that
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Canada was no longer an insignificant, dependent, unknown
colony, but a British nation with a nation’s responsibilities
and a nation’s wealth and with great resources which were
fit prey for foreign cupidity if Britain’s power was broken.

Summing up the situation which existed when the British
Empire and its Allies faced a Power greater and more
determined in ambition, far more deliberate and ruthless
in policy, better prepared and more powerful, than was
France in the days of Napoleon, it seemed obvious that
Canada was not in a position to fully realize the issue.
Fortunately, it was ready for emergencies in the sense
that any great business house which has its financial sails
carefully furled, its capital intaect, its assets liquid, is pre-
pared to face a financial storm. Political conditions were
reasonably quiet, no great issue was immediately pending,
the Government had a substantial majority, and the ship
of state was threatened by nothing more serious than
Opposition charges of eorruption or lack of aggressive
action. In the Provinces Prohibition issues were develop-
ing strength; in Ontario and Quebec the Bi-lingual contro-
versy constituted a storm-cloud not yet large upon the
horizon though with elements of danger in its formation
and with political possibilities such as the Dominion had
faced in the Manitoba School question of nearly two
decades before.

In a theoretical, abstract sort of way there was only one
Canadian opinion as to the wanton aggressiveness of Ger-
many in July, 1914, and its military preparedness and
power; as to the German challenge to the world behind
the Austrian war-front; as to its refusal of the Conference
which Britain had struggled for, which Russia and France
supported, and which Austria accepted on the very day
that Germany threw down the gage of battle; as to the
British principle of regard for treaties and the duty of
upholding and enforcing them on behalf of little nations;
as to the disgrace and overwhelming menace of the German
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invasion of Belgium. But Canadians did not grasp all the
details at once as involving probable war to them or as the
culmination of a terror which had been in the hearts of
every reasonable statesman in Europe for a dozen years —
a terror which might in Britain be side-tracked at times by
politics or softened by an all-pervading love of peace as
in the minds of a Haldane or a Lloyd George, but which
was ready at a sign from the seething unrest of the Balkans,
or from the tortuous or aggressive diplomacy of Berlin, to
spring into life and action. There still was hope, however,
a hope which sprang eternal in the breast of British diplo-
macy until the dread reality appeared in the roar of
German guns on Belgian soil. In the less experienced and
more distant roots of Canadian sentiment this hope was
more vigorous and the resulting disbelief in the reality of
war more difficult to eradicate.

Lapped in peaceful progress, therefore, the fateful
Fourth of August, 1914, found in Canada a great country\
of the richest natural resources yet undeveloped in the |
world; possessed of half a billion of acres not yet culti-
vated, which could grow the finest of grain and produce the
best of live-stock and food for a myriad millions; holding
untold quantities of gold and silver, and minerals more
precious than either, beneath the eanopies of its mighty
mountains or forest-clad hills; sending abroad yearly
increasing cargoes of produce and manufactures and min-
erals to the extent of a thousand million dollars. The
strident note of war found this vast territory in possession
of a small nation which depended absolutely for its safety
upon the strength of the British Navy and was possessed
only of a small, though effective, militia force which it
never expected to use. War was the last thing that its
people thought of, and, as already pointed out, no prelimi-
naries of international negotiation, or far-away verbal con-
flict, or military and naval preparations abroad, had really
brought the issue home to the minds and hearts of the §
masses.
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CHAPTER 1II
THE THUNDERBOLT OF WAR

It is difficult to describe one man’s state of mind at a
time of war-crisis; it is a thousand-fold more difficult to
analyze the soul of a nation. When that nation or people
has varied and complex strains of sentiment, when race
and religion and habits of thought run in oft-times diver-
gent grooves, when no man or woman born in the land has
faced invasion or even the danger of it, the problem is still
more acute. Modern Germany, during those eventful days
of July and August, 1914, when its rulers were staging,
directing, and controlling the forces of possible confliet,
knew what war was in the sense of triumphal progress over
defeated enemies or prostrate rivals; Prussia, its most pow-
erful Kingdom, had over-run Schleswig-Holstein and
beaten Denmark, smashed Austria and taken over its high
place amongst Germanic States, crushed France and drawn
from her rich spoils and great sums of indemnity.

France during the nineteenth century had faced Russia
in the Crimea, Austria in Italy, Prussia within her own
borders; she knew the glories of victory and the pains of
defeat; she had for two or three decades been preparing
for a final settlement of the issue with the iron-clad Power
which still overshadowed her country, at times dictated her
foreign policy, compelled her always and everywhere to be
ready as would a man in the jungle facing a tiger’s spring.
Russia, in its vast territory and teeming population, had
never been successfully invaded, but it had been at war
with half the small peoples of Asia, at war with England
and France, at war with Japan. Its people did not look
upon such issues with the horror of less barbaric nations
and, like Germany in a greater sphere, much of its expansion

[o2
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had followed upon successful war. Austria had struggled
with various nations in the past century with alternate
failure and suecess. It lost much territory in Italy but
held Trieste and the Trentino, it was overthrown by Prus-
sia but held Poland and Hungary, it took Bosnia and Herze-
govina by threat of war, it now expected to acquire Serbia
and the dominance of the Balkans in the same way.

All of these peoples, therefore, knew what war was, what
victory or defeat meant, what invasion involved. The
nations within the British Empire were quite different.
Great Britain had not, since the days of Napoleon, been
seriously threatened with invasion or vitally affected by
such distant and passing conflicts as the Crimea, Afghani-
stan, the Soudan, Egypt, or even South Africa. Its naval
supremacy had been maintained with unceasing vigilance
and increasing power by a wise statecraft which understood
that the migrating genius of its people, the wide sweep of
its commerce, the shores of its Empire, lay chiefly along
the ocean waterways of the world. Australia and New
Zealand had never in their annals heard the hostile shot of
an invading enemy and so it had been in Canada during a
hundred years of history, with certain raiding exceptions
of a trivial nature. South Africa and India were the only
parts of the Empire which could realize war in its larger
phases, and the latter country was so vast and varied in
extent and population that an Indian Mutiny could centre
at Delhi without being appreciably felt at Calcutta or
Bombay. :

So pronounced was the resulting British ignorance of
war dangers and war chances that much of the politics and
journalism, the commercial and financial interest, the moral
and religious thought of the United Kingdom, were com-
bined in the maintenance of a Peace formula which pro-
claimed the inconceivable wickedness, the utter impossi-
bility, of another great war. The Liberal party was in
power with an historie policy of protest against all war,
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an equally historic and intense love of liberty, an unabashed
hatred of the increasing armaments of continental Europe,
a practical belief in disarmament and international peace
which it had shown in the decreased Navy estimates of
1906-7. The year 1914 opened, in fact, with a speech from
Mr. Lloyd George which declared this to be a propitious
period, the most opportune in twenty years, for a recon-
sideration of the whole question of armaments — with
German relations described as ‘‘infinitely more friendly
“than they have been for years.”’

As the months passed there were no visible signs of
trouble in the skies or at least none more serious than those
which the tumultuous Balkans promised to produce at any
moment. Even the crisis produced by the murder of the
Austrian Archduke and heir to the throne, at Serajevo on
June 28, though it sent every ruler and statesman in Europe
to his post of government in a state of suspense, seemed to
have passed, or to be passing, when on July 23 it was
announced that Austria had delivered an Ultimatum to
Serbia and demanded its absolute acceptance within forty-
eight hours. The terms were arbitrary and excessive, yet
the efforts of Serbia to meet them were almost abject and,
on the advice of Russia, went so far as was compatible with
the national independence of the little country; the refusal
of Austria to accept anything but the entire claims of the
Ultimatum was the response.

This action was so entirely unexpected outside of the
courts of Vienna and Berlin that the British representa-
tives were away from Berlin and Belgrade; M. Pashitch,
the Serbian Premier, and his ministers were electioneering
and the Russian ambassadors were absent from Vienna,
Berlin, Paris, and Belgrade; the President and Prime Min-
ister of the French Republic were out of France on board
one of their battle-ships. There followed the brief but
intense and concentrated efforts of the Powers, other than
Germany and Austria, to gain time; to ease the situation
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for Russia, who was bound by every code of honour and
obligation to help her weaker racial sister in this hour of
trial, and for France, who would be compelled by treaty to
support Russia; to persuade Germany to influence her ally
and partner along lines of peace, to hold a Conference of
Powers interested, to do anything except precipitate or
permit the tremendous conflict which was imminent.

Even in Great Britain, therefore, astonishment at the
suddenness of the issue was at first the dominant sensation,
the sense of responsibility was to come later when the full
burden of a struggle involving 1,000,000,000 of people,
affecting the incalculable total of £40,000,000,000 of national
wealth and controlling the destinies of the world, probably
for another century, was borne in upon the public conscious-
ness. So in Canada, to an even greater degree, was the
surprise and slowness to grasp the diplomatic situation.
Indeed, as late as May 18, 1914, the Toronto Globe had
editorially voiced a large school of thought in the following
words: ‘¢ The weapons of Armageddon, when it comes,
will not be carnal but spiritual. The clash will be civiliza-
tion against civilization, type against type, ideal against .
ideal, character against character. An exclusion law or a
tariff wall eannot shut out a vital idea. A 14-inch gun and
a $15,000,000 battle-ship are clumsy and ineffective against
a philosophy. The man.of war is only the policeman who
survives from the half-barbarous ages; the truly equipped
combatant will be the man of mind.”’

The shock and shiver which ran through the unprepared
mind of Canada on August 4 following was natural though
at first not so deep or universal as in Britain. In the cities
and populous centres it was keener, the feeling of dread
greater, the sinking sensation of soul more profound, than
in village and country. To the political and financial
leaders — except a few of the highest —it was a vast,
unexpected catastrophe following upon a vague, unreal,
preliminary sense of peril; to the ordinary man of fair

3
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information and understanding it was as if the solid earth
had been slightly shaken by a great upheaval of nature; to
him the very thought of half the world at war was impos-
sible. There was a natural fear that the financial fabrie of
civilized nations ceentering in London would fall with a
crash ; there was partial realization of the fact that Europe
was already rumbling with the tramp of ten millions of
men who might soon be doubled in number; there was
obvious danger to Canadian and British commerce upon
the seas of the world from some sudden dash or action by
the second greatest fleet in existence; the whole situation
was enough to make the most convinced believer in the
inevitability of such a conflict face the future with a
shudder. To the masses of the people, however, all these
details did not occur at once and, at the beginning of
things, it seemed more as if some great earthquake had
taken place thousands of miles away or as though a sweep-
ing cyclone of vast dimensions had overwhelmed the people
of a South American State or some other terrible but dis-
tant cataclysm had occurred. It took time to adjust the
minds of the masses to the real and closer issue.

To those with mental vision who understood the issue,
to those in responsible positions at Ottawa or elsewhere,
the years of succeeding struggle, the tumultuous ups and
downs of the World War, the roar of guns in vast and
ever-increasing size and numbers along a thousand miles
of front, the casualty lists running up into many millions,
dulled the earlier sensations of dread and brought relief to
over-burdened victims of that initial responsibility. But
few of them could ever forget the day when Britain’s
entrance into the conflict brought Canada into the whirlpool
of a world-struggle or their first sensations in that terrible
time. They knew something — and this was inevitably the
first and most pressing thought — of the delicate financial
fabrie of London; its potent, far-reaching, immense and yet
minute influence upon conditions in every country of the
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Empire and, indeed, of the world; its thousands of millions
which had been lent to Canada and, through the London
money-market, touched every hamlet, however remote,
every settler, however solitary; its vital influence upon the
United States and other countries under which a collapse
at the centre would involve panic and ruin in every part
of this continent and in business circles all around the
earth. Could Canadian banks stand the strain? Not, it
was felt, if British banks went down or the gold standard
was seriously shaken or cash settlements in London perma-
nently affected. Everything turned upon the financial
strength and policy of Great Britain and, pending action or -
permanent policy in London, Canadian conditions were for
the moment chaotic.

Canadian expressed opinion when the issue was struck
showed no clear divergence of thought — though the under-
currents and cross-currents already described were there
in force. Very few, then or during the succeeding years of
the war, ran publicly counter to the view of Canada as a
British people and a party to the world issne. The obvious
duty was to send as many troops as could be obtained,
equipped, trained and transported to Great Britain or the
scene of conflict; Canadian obligations were felt as those
of a young, unorganized yet loyal people whose leaders and
press were eonvineced that the war was a just one on the
part of Britain, that it was fought for the pretection and
maintenance of world-liberties, and that, in a degree which
grew as the months and years passed, the life of the Empire
and of British institutions hung in the balance; Canada’s
constitutional and patriotic place was admitted to be with
the United Kingdom in support of her attitude and policy
and back of a colossal struggle of Allied Powers against
the forces of militarism and autocracy.

The urgency and vastness of the issue appeared for the
time to swallow up all minor dissension, to obliterate his-
toriec and seemingly fundamental differences of opinion.
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The Pacifist and the Imperialist, the French-Canadian and
the Western-Canadian, the East and the West, met appar-
ently upon this common basis of believing the war to be a
just and unavoidable one so far as Britain was concerned,
of feeling that when Britain was at war Canada was at
war, of realizing in some dim and undefined way that it
Wwas the duty of Canada to support the Mother Country at
this erisis. The surface expression of thought, therefore,
rose fully to the occasion, though the instinctive divergence
of party sentiment made the reasons for Canadian action
quite different in their nature.

The Conservative press, as a whole, supported immediate
aid to the Empire, urged the outstanding loyalty of Canada
to British institutions and Imperial connection, emphasized
the many reasons for helping Great Britain in this hour of
trial, dealt with the possible dangers which menaced the
United Kingdom itself and Canada as an integral part of
the Empire. The Liberal press, led by the Toronto Globe,
clearly enunciated the doectrine-that when Britain was at
war Canada was at war and then-passed to the basic point
that the struggle in Europe was one of autocracy against
liberty, of the.iron.ideals of militarism against the demo-
cratic ideals of universal peace, and to the fact that Can-
ada’s place was beside the champions of freedom. On the
one hand Canada was declared to be fighting for the Empire
and National life and, incidentally, for high ideals of peace _
and principles of liberty; on the other hand she was
described as fighting for the liberties and peace of the
world and, incidentally, for the British Empire of which
the Dominion was a part.

Both parties at first were united in hoping for a non-
partisan treatment of the great issue; they were one in
the strongest expressions of loyalty. To the former state-
ment there was an exception in the tendency of certain
Conservative papers to revive the Naval controversy and
to claim that the war was an absolute proof of the accuracy
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of party declarations in 1909 as to the existence of an
emergency and of the patriotism of the Borden Govern-
ment proposals to meet it; there was also an exception in
parts of the Liberal press which argued that militarism in
all countries was the greatest of evils and that jingoes and
militarists in Canada were as bad an influence in their way
as the makers of the German war machine — and that most /
of them were in the Conservative party! d

War had become imminent at the end of July, and the
response of Canadian published opinion was prompt. The 4
Toronto Globe (Liberal) of July 31 declared that ‘‘Canada l
must do ‘her part as an 1ntegral portlon of the Empire, and
assuredly-must.-discharge the imperative first duty of self-
defence.. When Britain is at war Canada is at war.”” On
August 4 it took a more definite line and one to which it
consistently adhered afterwards: ‘‘Because it is the
world’s fight for freedom Britain, reluctantly but reso-
lutely, speaks the word, and Canada also answers Ay.”’
The Toronto News (Conservative). of -August 1 was clear
in its views: ‘‘We have to deal with a situation without
parallel in the world’s history. ~All that we have of courage
and character may be tested. But if we all resolve to be
patient and prudent, and loyal, there can be no serious
disaster, nor any irremediable hardship. Let there be
co-operation between the political leaders to assist the
. Mother Country. Let there be co-operation to steady mar-
kets and safe-guard common interests. Let there be a truce
. to Naval controversies, and generous recognition of the
common loyalty of Canadians to the Empire.”’

The Toronto Star (Liberal) of the same day also was
explicit: ‘‘There can be no question as to Canada’s duty
if the European War goes on. This country must do all it
can to support the arms of Brifain, and there needs to
be an 1nstant closing up of the ranks and a hearty support
of the Borden Government in all measures that will be
taken to meet the Situation.” The Toronto World {€om=——
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servative) of August 4 urged that Canada contribute not
less than 50,000 trained men to the Imperial forces and do
it at once; at the same time it believed that a home reserve
of 100,000 men should be organized. The Liberal organ in
Winnipeg, the Free Press, urged (August 6) that faction
should cease and declared that the Borden Government
would have ‘‘the co-operation, sympathy and support’ of
the Opposition in Parliament. In Party comment the Hali-
fax Herald (Conservative) quoted in its issue of August 1
from Sir Robert Borden’s warnings of December 5, 1912,
and especially his conclusion in the Dreadnought speech:
‘‘But to-day, while the clouds are heavy and we hear the
booming of the distant thunder, and see the lightning
flashes above the horizon, we cannot, and we will not, wait
and deliberate until any impending storm shall have burst
upon us in fury and disaster.”” The Montreal Star
(August 5) took a similar line, with, also a vigorous attack
on Pacifists: ‘‘The emergency has emerged one year ahead
of schedule time. The German menace has flashed into a
German war. The two greatest battle fleets in history are
facing each other in the North Sea; and there is not a
Canadian gun-boat —let alone a Dreadnought — with the
squadrons which are defending the heart of the Empire.
But Canada is preparing with the ntmost enthusiasm and
loyalty to do what it can.”’ ¢

Meanwhile individual opinion had been finding vigorous
expression. The Montreal Star invited telegraphed opin-
ions from regimental commanders, senators and members
of the Commons, political leaders, mayors of cities, ete.,
and published page after page of replies between August 1
and August 5. The overwhelming majority supported
immediate contribution of men and money in aid of Great
Britain. There were a few exceptions and these of a
political character. Senator Louis Lavergne, for instance,
on August 3, thought the question premature but declared
that ‘‘if the Borden Government had built the ships
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authorized in 1910 we.would be in a good position to pro-
tect our country-and.-help. England in.protecting.the trans-
fer of food-stuffs.”’ Senator J. P. B. Casgrain, another
Liberal, was as explicit on the Canadian Navy subject as
some Conservatives were on the proposed Dreadnought
gift of 1912: “‘My opinion is we should do everything we
possibly can do; send men, money, everything, to help the
Motherland. My only regret is that Borden did not accept
the tenders for ships when he came into power — if he had
we should now have nine eruisers, built to plans prepared
and approved by the British Admiralty, which would have
been just what they wanted.”’

Napoleon Drouin, Mayor of Quebee, declared that ‘‘all &

we can do to help the Empire in money, arms, and men
should be done,”” and Alphonse Verville, Labour m.p., for
Maisonneuve, Que., said: ‘‘I can quite see that it mlght
be necessary in order to protect Canada t ne-

sTfGiflﬂght outs1de ‘his own_country. In that event we

i

should be prepared to give Great Britain all the ass1stance ¥

she needs.”” P. E. Lamarche, a.p., a Nationalist leader

from Quebec, declared that *‘in this case it will be the heart
of the Empire that is attacked and we must do what we

can to _defend 1t,” “while Médéric Martin, m.p., the Mayor
of Montreal, and a fervent French Canadlan, proclaimed
the war ‘“‘as much in defence of Canada as of Great Brit-
ain.”’ Canada’s duty was ‘‘to aid Great Britain with all
its strength.”” To French Canadians he said: *‘If you are
needed it is vour duty to fight.”” Senator L. G. Power
thought Canada should ‘‘await developments before under-
taking to send troops to Europe.”” Lucien Pacaud, m.p.,
thought Canada’s first duty was to look after her own
defence; after that to help Great Britain if necessary. Out
of sixty mayors of towns and cities only two were not in
favour of instant aid in men and money to Britain. Of
these two Noé Tanguay, Thetford Mines, Ont., thought that
on this and all similar occasions ‘‘the noblest duty of Can-
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ada is to stick to the soil and work for all it can produce ;’’
F. Lachance, St. Boniface, Man., declared that ‘‘whatever
military force Canada has at its disposal should be pre-
pared to protect our Dominion.”’

Liberal leaders used expressions of vigorous loyalty.
E. M. Macdonald, m.p., declared on August 3 that if war
came and aid was required ‘‘Canada should promptly
assist England whole heartedly.”” F. B. Carvell, m.p,,
stated that Canada ‘‘should contribute everything in her
power both in men and money, and Parliament should be
immediately called together for the purpose of voting all
necessary funds.’”” Others were equally explicit. The Hon.
Frank Oliver, m.p., declared that: ‘‘Britain must be sup-
ported to the last limit in standing by her allies. Britain
has men, money and ships in abundance. Food supply is
her vulnerable point. Besides sending volunteers to
Europe as evidence of good-will, Canada’s most needed
service is to maintain normal conditions of trade, finance
and order, on and within her shores, so that adequate food
supplies may be produced and sent forward.”” Senator
Hewitt Bostock stated that in the event of Great Britain
becoming involved ‘‘Canada would be with her and sup-
port her with all the means in her power.”” The Hon.
George P. Graham declared that ‘‘should the hour of Brit-
ain’s trial-time arrive, drawn by the enduring ties of
affection and impelled by the instinct of self-preservation,
Canada will be found at her side.”” At a meeting in Raw-
don, Quebee, on August 3, the Hon. R. Lemieux, M.p., said:
‘“What is to be done by Canada if the Motherland is
involved, as seems quite possible? Canada being an integ-
ral part of the British Empire, is certainly at war when
the Empire is at war. The reason for our help is that the
British flag is our flag, and because it protects our rights,
our liberties and everything that is dear and sacred in this
free land. We should rally as one man to the defence, first
of our coasts and then of the great Empire to which we
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belong.’”” Sir Wilfrid Laurier arrived in Ottawa on
August 4 and at once issued this statement:

We all hope and pray that the effort of Sir
Edward Grey may yet be successful in persuading
the nations of the Continent to the restoration of
peace. I confess that the prospects are very doubt-
ful. It is probable and almost certain that Eng-
land will have to take her share in the conflict not
only for the protection of her own interests, but
for the protection of France and the higher eivili-
zation of which these two nations are to-day the
noblest expression. The policy of the Liberal
party under such painful ecircumstances is well
known. I have often declared that if the Mother
Country were ever in danger, or if danger ever
threatened, Canada would render assistance to the
fullest extent of her power. In view of the critical
nature of the situation I have cancelled all my
meetings. Pending such great questions there
should be a truce to party strife.

As to the people in general there were many demonstra-
tions of loyalty and patriotism. In Monfreal on Aungust 1
and August 3 huge erowds paraded the streets carrying
French and British flags, singing songs such as La Mar-
seillaise and Rule Britannia, cheering speakers and watch-
ing the bulleting, filling the picture theatres with
enthusiastic noise and, by the latter date, sending 5,000
French and Belgian reservists to their respective Con-
sulates in response to the demands of national mobilization.
In Toronto there was not very great enthusiasm. People
seemed to be burdened with a sense of the awful nature of
the event; the ecrowds were there but, with exceptions such
as the scene when Britain’s war declaration was flashed on
the bulletin boards, the subject was taken very soberly and
quietly.

Winnipeg witnessed far more stirring spectacles when
once the early tension of anxiety was over and the issue
settled for the moment. Public feeling showed itself in
varied forms of enthusiasm with an afterwards proven
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statement in The Telegram of August 6: *‘The men who
have cheered the loudest will be among the first to offer
their services.’”” Impromptu parades, waving flags, deco-
rated automobiles, cheering crowds, patriotic speeches —
all the conditions incident to a Western populace face to
face with a great event — were visible in those strenuous
days. So it was on the night of August 4 in Edmonton,
Regina, Lethbridge, Calgary, Moose Jaw, Medicine Hat,
Vancouver, Vietoria and hundreds of smaller eentres. At
Quebec English and French and Irish paraded together in
an outburst of combined patriotism and listened to a speech
in which Albert Sévigny, m.p., declared that: ¢‘‘England
has risen to the occasion. We will go into this struggle of
giants with a united front.”” At Ottawa, in London, St.
John and Halifax, there were similar demonstrations. The
strains of ‘‘Rule Britannia’’ rang through Canada from
ocean to ocean in a way, and with a feeling, which had never
been known in Canadian history; the British Navy was,
indeed, coming into its own.

This loudly expressed war-feeling soon passed; it was,
in any case, only an exhibition of patriotism; it nowhere
represented the basie thought of intelligent Canadians.
To them, and in the ordinary conversation of thinking men,
the war was an awful shadow creeping over the land,
threatening to darken the scene with death and disaster, -
holding untold possibilities of evil within its sphere. Its
effect upon the financial situation was first and most imme-
diate in importance. After that the possibility of the Brit-
ish fleets being able to bottle up or hold the great naval
machine of Germany in the North Sea; the question, turn-
ing upon this, of the safety of Canadian ocean-borne
commerce totalling $500,000,000 and of 10,000 British or
Canadian ships reaching Canada yearly with a tonnage
of 10,500,000; the problem clearly visible in United States
relationship and the Republic’s nine million Teuton popu-
lation and other anti-British elements; the less-known but
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very real troubles which might come from the German
population in the Canadian West — all these and various
local issues were in the hearts of many.

A small number of Canadians thought chiefly of the
infinitely greater perils facing the Mother land, feared and
vet hoped in the supremacy of the Navy, wondered what
would be the fate of Britain’s tiny military force when, in
union with France and little Belgium, it met the rolling
might of German armies. To those who understood the
situation, and at first they were in a small minority, that
great German machine of 5,000,000 trained, disciplined and
well-armed soldiers seemed likely to plough its way through
every obstacle to Paris and Calais. Then, if the Navy
failed her, God help England, and after her Canada! But
the large majority of Canadians were optimistie and trusted
in the undefined greatness of Britain, the silent strength of
her Navy, the slow but sure action of Russia, the resisting
power of France. Others were quietly indifferent and
afterwards, in recruiting crises, made up the apathetic
masses whom it was so hard to move. To the optimist and
the man who said in his heart that this was not Canada’s
war, to the patriot and the incipient shirker alike, the first
feeling was that Canada was safe; that there could only
be one end to the struggle and that end was victory for the
" British Allies. With such a feeling and such hopes they
strove to overcome the shadow of war, to put aside deep
thought upon the tremendous issues involved, to leave
action in the hands of the Government, to have business go
on as usual.



CHAPTER III
MEETING A CRISIS OF NATIONAL LIFE

Wame every resource in British diplomacy was being
strained to avert the final issue of war, and the British
fleet, which had been manceuvering in the North Sea, stood
practically mobilized for battle; while Europe was pre-
paring for the worst and the financial situation at London
was becoming more and more critical and unpleasant; the
various Governments of the British Empire were kept in
touch with existing conditions, and, as the end approached,
loyal despatches proffering aid poured into Downing Street
from all around the world — Canada being one of the first
to proffer loyal support and active aid. To Great Brit-
ain there were three vital points of policy and preparation
at this juncture and each of them affected, though in dif-
fering degrees, the situation of every Canadian and Aus-
tralian, or British subject anywhere, under the flag. The
first was the Naval situation and that was believed to be
satisfactory through the readiness of the Fleet; the second
was the military situation and that, obviously, had to wait
upon international events; the third was the financial con-
dition with its chances of a vast collapse in the world’s
system of credit and commerce and the consequent destrue-
tion of Britain’s dominance.

In the beginning, as the war-clouds grew black on the
horizon, the delicate financial fabric which centred in Lon-
don had begun to waver, the market for securities became
demoralized, conditions changed from depression to one
verging on panie, liquidation of securities to an unprece-
dented extent— caused in large measure by the sale of
German-held stocks — proceeded. During the ten days in
which this stock liquidation occurred (July 20-30, 1914)
there was a total depreciation, according to the London
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Bankers’ Magazine, of $940,000,000 on 387 representative
securities valued at $16,000,000,000. On July 30 the Bank
of England raised its rate from 3 to 4 per cent, the Bank of
France from 314 to 414, the Bank of Belgjum from 4 to 5
per cent. On the morning of the 31st, the London rate
went up to 8 per cent; and it was decided not to open the
Stock Exchange; on the next day the Bank of England rate
rose to 10 per cent. Press writers of the moment described,
with more panic than accuracy, the world’s entire system
of credit as having broken down and the closing of all the
chief stock exchanges in the world seemed to emphasize
the statement. At the banks in London there was consid-
erable demand for gold and crowds waited outside the
Bank of England, but there was no rush, in the sense of a
panic, though there was in London, as elsewhere in the
world’s centres, a tense, strained anxiety that was posi-
tively painful. Sterling exchange was practically sus-
pended, all European bank rates advanced to highest
possible points, the Bank Holiday of Monday, August 3, in
London, was extended for three days, a temporary mora-
torium as to cash settlements was announced on August 2,
and was extended by legislation to many lines of finance on
the 6th — two days after war had commenced.

By this time, however, the readjustment was underway,
the cool, methodical British mind was beginning to arrange
matters to suit a new and unprecedented situation, Mr.
Lloyd George, as Chancellor of the Exchequer (August 5),
summoned a Conference of leading bankers, financiers, and
manufacturers and stated publicly that there was no fail-
ure of credit though some of the existing machinery had
broken down and that, as five pound notes were not easily
convertible into gold, the Government would issue one
pound notes and ten shilling notes obtainable at the Bank
of England — and this money went into circulation to an
eventual total of $50,000,000; postal orders were made legal
tender on the same terms and also replaced five pound
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notes, or gold, for payment by the Savings Banks. The
Bank of England rate on the same day went down to 6 per
cent and soon thereafter became normal. The Government
undertook to guarantee war-risks on wheat and flour
shipped from Canada or the United States under existing
contracts. On August 31 the moratorium was extended
until October 4 and then to November 4, when it quietly
disappeared.

During this period the whole policy of the British Gov-
ernment, in dealing with the financial situation, was wise,
shrewd, far-seeing, and far-reaching. Mr. Lloyd George,
whether through instinctive capacity or the wisdom which
knows where to get and how to use the right advice, proved
himself a great Finance Minister. At a moment when
British and, indeed, world finance and commerce were
threatened with collapse the Chancellor had arranged that
the Government, or in other words Great Britain, should
guarantee the Bank of England against any loss incurred
in the discounting of approved bills of exchange of all
nations accepted prior to August 4. The liability was an
immense one to assume at that early stage of the struggle,
and was estimated by the Chancellor on November 27, fol-
lowing, at $1,750,000,000. As time went on, of course, such
figures, all historic or precedent figures in finance, as in
war materials and in armies, were dwarfed in the immensi-
ties of the struggle.

In Canada the initial actions of the Borden Government
were swift and successful. During the tense days preced-
ing the final momentous decision the Duke of Connaught,
as Governor-General, and Sir Robert Borden, as Premier
and Minister of External Affairs, had been kept fully
advised of the general situation though not as to all the
delicate details of negotiation. His Royal Highness, the
Governor-General, was away in the West —at Banff in
the Rocky Mountains — and did not get back to Ottawa
until the morning of the eventful 4th of August; despatches
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reaching him from the Colonial Secretary at London were,
however, wired back to the Government at the capital and
preparations for eventualities were kept underway. The
Prime Minister was also in constant communication by
cable with Mr. G. H. Perley, acting High Commissioner,
who, in turn, was in close touch with the British Govern-
ment and with current diplomatic action and interchanges.
As early as July 29 Ottawa correspondents of Government
newspapers discussed the Imperial responsibilities and
duty of Canada in the event of war. On the 30th official
news of g serious nature arrived at Ottawa and Colonel
Hughes, Minister of Militia, came hastily from his home at
Lindsay ; announcements appeared in the press that Cana-
dian participation in the pending struggle — with infantry,
cavalry, and artillery — was assured; a special meeting of
the Militia Council was held and the statement issued that a
first contingent of 20,000 or 25,000 men would be arranged
and preparations be at once proceeded with; the Ottawa
Journal pointed out the serious nature of the erisis and
declared it ‘“an axiom accepted by both political parties’’
that Canada was at war when the Empire was at war.

On the 31st, when war was still trembling in the balance,
with the Great Powers in the last stages of diplomatic con-
flict and preliminary stages of military preparation, the
Government issued an order from Ottawa bidding H.M.C.S.
Rainbow to cancel a pending trip to Behring Sea and to
remain in the vicinity of Vietoria and Vancouver; the
Prime Minister passed through Toronto on his way home
from the Muskoka Lakes and told The Globe that the situa-
tion was ‘‘grave and serious’’, while the same paper had a
despatch from Ottawa stating that there were not enough
properly-trained officers and general equipment in Canada
for more than 20,000 men. Sir Robert Borden reached
Ottawa on August 1 and held almost continuous consulta-
tions then, and on Sunday (the 2nd), with the ministers in
town, for the settlement of details in preparation and the
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exchange of frequent cable messages with the Imperial
Government. Some of the ministers were still in the West
or scattered elsewhere for summer trips, but all were rush-
ing homewards. A special Gazette on the 3rd announced
the British calling out of Royal Naval Reserves and the
duty of those living in Canada; Sir George E. Foster aban-
doned his work on the Dominions’ Trade Commission and
arrived in Ottawa; French soil was invaded by German
troops and Russia and Germany were already at war; the
Canadian Government was warned of the presence of Ger-
man cruisers in North American waters; and Sir Richard
MeBride, Premier of British Columbia, rushed through a
purchase of two Submarines at Seattle. On August 4 the
Canadian and other Dominion or Colonial Governments
were advised by cable from Mr. Harcourt, Colonial Seere-
tary, that ‘‘all legislative and other steps to enable the tak-
ing of prompt action, if required, should be taken’’. A few
hours later the great War had commenced. Meanwhile, on
August 1, when the danger had become obvious and immi-
nent to all who were in touch with the situation, the
Governor-General, after communication with his Ministers,
had sent the two following despatches to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies: i
I. In view of the impending danger of war
involving the Empire my Advisers are anxiously
considering the most effective means of rendering
every possible aid and they will weleome any sug-
gestions and advice which Imperial Naval and
Military authorities may deem it expedient to
offer. They are confident that a considerable
forece would be available for service abroad. A
question has been mooted respecting the status of
any Canadian force serving abroad as under Sec-
tion 69 of the Canadian Militia Act the active
Militia ean only be placed on active service beyond
Canada for the defence thereof. It has been sug-
gested that regiments might enlist as Imperial

troops for stated period, Canadian Government
undertaking to make all necessary financial provi-



£13))eg 18)IOIN YOudl] UPWIIAY B uo 3ulilg uni ueipeur) vy
(*SpI02dyY JIBAY UVIPBUB) 4S93anod £g)




a3pry Awrp uo o1}y 9y} Suunp uny Ayj uo pairg serjdwry Yy JO mdy V

(*Spao2ay dBA\ umBIpvue) Asa)anon L)




aILg-1[oyYS Awauyg Aq pakorisaq a3elIA ® yInoryy, Jujuuny oer) sAemwer), sdio) uerpeue)

('SPI029Y] JVAL UBIPBUB,) As0)al00 £¢) ¢
Mﬂ:l@ : i SRR o
e - rrs
N Ay
et
I e e

.







MEETING A CRISIS OF NATIONAL LIFE 41

sion for their equipment, pay and maintenance.
This proposal has not yet been maturely consid-
ered here and my Advisers would be glad to have
views of Imperial Government thereon.

II. My Advisers, while expressing their most
earnest hope that peaceful solution of existing
international difficulties may be achieved and their
strong desire to co-operate in every possible way
for that purpose, wish me to convey to His
Majesty’s Government the firm assurance that if
unhappily war should ensue the Canadian people
will be united in a common resolve to put forth
every sacrifice necessary to ensure the integrity
and maintain the honour of our Empire.

Mr. Harcourt replied with a grateful expression of
thanks and a promise to take up details as soon as the sit-
nation became settled; similar offers poured in from Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, India, South Africa, and all parts of
the British world; on August 4, following upon the declara-
tion of war, H.M. the King sent to Canada and other parts
of the Empire the following despateh: ‘I desire to express
to my people of the Overseas Dominions with what appre-
ciation and pride I have received the messages from their
respective Governments during the last few days. These
spontaneous assurances of their fullest support recalled to
me the generous self-sacrificing help given by them in the
past to the Mother-country. I shall be strengthened in the
discharge of the great responsibilities which rest upon me
by the confident belief that in this time of trial my Empire
will stand united, ealm, resolute, trusting in God.”’

In reply H.R.H. the Governor-General sent the following
despatch: ‘‘In the name of the Dominion of Canada, I
humbly thank Your Majesty for your gracious message of
approval. Canada stands united from the Pacific to the
Atlantie in her determination to uphold the honour and
traditions of our Empire.”” On August 5 the vast conflict
had commenced and on the 6th Mr. Harcourt cabled to the
Governor-General at Ottawa that: ‘‘His Majesty’s Gov-

4
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ernment gratefully accepts offer of your Ministers to send
Expeditionary Force to this country and would be glad if
it could be despatched as soon as possible.”” The compo-
sition suggested on the following day was one Division of
about 22,500 men, which compared favourably with the
expected British expedition to France of 100,000 or so. On
the 12th it was requested, in reply to Canadian Government
inquiries, that army reservists be sent home at the first
opportunity.

Meantime the Government had made provision (August
3) to meet a threatened financial crisis in Canada by author-
izing the Minister of Finance (1) to issue Dominion Notes
to such an amount as might be necessary against such
securities as might be deposited by the Banks and approved
by the Minister of Finance; (2) authorizing the chartered
banks to make payment in bank notes instead of in gold or
Dominion notes until further official announcement; (3)
permitting the banks to issue from date excess circulation
to amounts not exceeding 15 per cent of the combined, unim-
paired capital and reserve fund of each institution. In
this connection four leading Canadian bankers, D. R. Wil-
kie, Sir Edmund Walker, Sir F. Williams-Taylor and E. L.
Pease, had been in consultation at Ottawa with Hon. W. T.
‘White, the Minister of Finance. Mr. White’s action at this
crisis saved the financial situation in Canada, averted a
threatened run on the Banks, and practically restored con-
fidence to the whole trembling fabric of Canadian credit.

The action of the Minister of Militia was equally prompt
and efficient. When war threatened, and then broke out,
Colonel Sam Hughes took charge with a vim and in a
fighting, aggressive way characteristic of the man. He
organized and worked and travelled and spoke in every
direction. On July 30 without a moment’s hesitation, or
the calling of Parliament or even a meeting of the Cabinet,
he had hurried to Ottawa and held an emergency meeting
of the Militia Council — Col. E. Fiset, p.s.0., Deputy Min-

A7 bd Bl o



MEETING A CRISIS OF NATIONAL LIFE 43

ister; Col. W. G. Gwatkin, Chief of the General Staff; Col.
V. A. S. Williams, A.n.c.,, Adjutant-General; Major-Gen.
D. A. Macdonald, c.M.G., 1.8.0., Quartermaster-General —
which was also attended by Lieut.-Col. E. W. B. Morrison,
D.s.0., Director of Artillery, and Col. H. Smith, Judge
Advocate-General. It was at once announced, with the
approval of the Governor-General and Prime Minister, that
a First Contingent of at least 20,000 men would be sent if
war actually came.

Offers of aid poured in from all parts of the country
with officers, men and whole regiments volunteering for
active service; by the time war was declared a considerable
force was already assured; within a week after British
acceptance of the First Contingent a great new Camp, with
every modern facility and improvement, was under con-
struction at Valcartier near Quebec; by August 29 detach-
ments of troops were on their way thither from all parts
of the Dominion, the bustle of military preparation was
visible everywhere, and, in less than three weeks from the
plunging of an unprepared people into an unexpected war,
more than an Army Division was in training outside
Quebee, Canadian manufacturers were rushing work upon
equipment and even the construction of shells and muni-
tions was under way. On September 22, at an initial }
expenditure of $20,000,000, the First Contingent of 32,000
men sailed in silence and secresy down the St. Lawrence |
to the sea, where great British battleships convoyed them
to England’s shores.

Meantime, varied and prompt action had been taken by
the Government in various directions. As a result of sug-
gestions presented early in the year by Sir Joseph Pope,
Under-Secretary for External Affairs, and following the
lines of recommendations made by the Colonial Secretary
in 1913, the Departments of the Government had been
organized under a general plan to meet such an emergency
as now arose and it was found that each Department fell
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naturally and easily into its proper place in the new and
critical work laid upon it, that they all worked smoothly
and in systematized style, while the net operations were
along lines similar to those taken in other parts of the
Empire. Events moved rapidly. Prior to the actual

declaration of war the two Canadian training eruisers,:

Niobe and Rainbow, and a little later the British Columbia
submarines, were placed at the disposition of the Admi-
ralty, while the small Naval Volunteer force was summoned
for active service; immediately after the issue was ealled
troops were ordered to guard the Welland Canal and
Parliament was summoned for August 18th.

On August 5 the Cabinet sat in almost continuous session
and issued all kinds of Orders-in-Council associated with
the state of war into which the country and Empire were
plunged. An official Memorandum issued from Ottawa at
the close of that day said: ‘‘Action has been taken and
is being taken by the Government in every available way
and by every available means, to meet the present situation.
They are in constant communication with the Imperial
authorities. The necessary legislation to be submitted to
Parliament at the approaching session is being prepared
as speedily as possible so that there may be no delay after
Parliament meets. Many important and necessary steps
which have been taken by the Government will require
ratification by Parliament. The Government is proceed-
ing on the principle that such steps should be taken with-
out waiting one moment for striet legal authority, and that
any necessary ratification therefor should be procured
afterwards from Parliament.”” The Duke of Connaught
had attended the morning sitting of the Cabinet and
in the afternoon received the Opposition Leader in a
brief conference — following upon Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s
announcement that partisan action and conflict would be
abandoned.
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Precautions were taken by the Government to censor all
cable and wireless messages, and during the early, critical
days of the War the process was very strict; careful over-
sight, also, was kept of those who were suspected of being
German agents or spies. (German and Austrian Consuls
were ordered to leave the country at once. On August 6
the Governor-General sent the following despatch to the
Colonial Secretary: My Advisers request me to inform
you that the people of Canada through their Government
desire to offer 1,000,000 bags of flour of 98 pounds each
as a gift to the people of the United Kingdom to be placed
at the disposal of His Majesty’s Government and to be
used for such purposes as they may deem expedient.”’” The
Imperial Government accepted ‘‘with deep gratitude the
splendid and welcome gift’’, and stated (August 7) that
it would be of ‘‘the greatest use for steadying prices and
relief of distress’’. As to the rest ‘‘we ean never forget
the generosity and promptitude of this gift and the patriot-
ism from which it springs’’. The cost of the flour was esti-
mated in the press at $3,000,000, requiring 200 trains of
30 cars each to carry it to the port of shipment and a small
fleet of vessels to earry it across the Atlantie.

Amongst the Orders-in-Council and Royal proclamations
issued during the first four days of war one dealt elabor-
ately with the retention of enemy ships in Canadian waters;
another prohibited the exportation to all foreign ports in
Europe and on the Mediterranean and Black Sea — with
the exception of France, Russia (except the Baltic ports),
Spain and Portugal — of a long series of articles asso-
ciated with War construction and Army or Medical sup-
plies, ete.; another forbade (by proclamation of the King)
any British subject during the War ‘‘to contribute to or
participate in, or assist in floating of any loan’’ raised by
the German Emperor or his Government or ‘‘otherwise to
aid, abet or assist the said Emperor or Government’’ and
defined such acts as treasonable and those concerned as
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traitors liable to ‘‘the utmost rigour of the law’’; a simi-
lar Proclamation warned all British subjeets in British
\) Dominions against trading with the German Empire or
persons in that Empire, either by purchase or sale of mer-
chandise, the use of any British ship for such purpose, the
contract of any kind of insurance or entry into any new
commercial, financial or other obligation, with the enemy.
An Order-in-Council on August 7 dealt with German
aliens living in Canada, while other Orders or Proclama-
tions provided for the establishment of British Prize Court
& rules and orders of procedure and practice and for the
further extension of the prohibition of exports to eountries
other than the British Empire, so as to include arms of
all kinds, projectiles, powder and explosives, gun mount-
‘' ings, ete., petroleum and its products, animals suitable for
war-use, cotton for explosives, oils of eertain kinds, surg-
ical dressings, etc., military clothing and equipment, imple-
ments, ete., for the manufacture or repair of war material,
coal — the last item being afterwards changed to exclude
Denmark, Norway and Sweden. When the formal outbreak
of war with Austria-Hungary took place on August 12, and
later on with Turkey and Bulgaria, identical Orders and
Proclamations were issued to apply to those countries.
Meantime the Prime Minister had been in close touch
with Mr. Perley, Acting Commissioner in London and Min-
ister without Portfolio. Mr. Perley eabled on August 5
and following days, full details of the British Government’s
shipping insurance plan, the moratorium enactment and
its later extensions, with brief particulars of the various
Proclamations rendered necessary by War conditions. On
the 6th Sir Robert Borden cabled as follows: ‘‘Informed
large number of Canadians in United Kingdom and Europe
unable to use letters of credit or otherwise obtain funds for
passage home. If this information correct and if you deem
it advisable Government prepared to establish credit of
£20,000 in London to be paid out upon such security and
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conditions as you may deem proper.”” Mr. Perley replied
on the Tth that the Banks had reopened and that no diffi-
culty then existed in cashing letters of eredit. The position
on the Continent had also improved. On the 8th Mr. Perley
wired: ‘‘Have brought to attention Government difficulty
financing food shipments from Canada. Will also discuss
same with Bank of England directors Monday. Financial
conditions here much easier. New issue small bank notes
well received. All banks open yesterday doing business in
ordinary way after four successive Bank holidays. Am
informed in many cases deposits yesterday larger than
withdrawals.”’

Canada’s Parliament met in the first War session of
its history on August 18. Under grey skies, with grave
and serious demeanour, and troops clad in khaki, the mem-
bers gathered to listen to a Governor-General’s Speech
from the Throne which dealt exelusively with War issues,
announced the past and present and proposed policy of
the Government in this connection, and referred to ques-
tions which were echoing back from the shores of France
where British troops had just landed and from the fields
of Belgium where the great German war-machine was
beginning to sweep forward on its road to Paris. The
Duke of Connaught was accompanied by the Duchess and
Princes Patricia, and in his Speech stated that ¢‘very grave
events vitally affecting the interests of all His Majesty’s
Dominions have transpired since prorogation. The unfor-
tunate outbreak of war made it immediately imperative
for my Ministers to take extraordinary measures for the
defence of Canada and for the maintenance of the honour
and integrity of our Empire’’. Legislation was promised
along these lines and a high tribute paid to Canadian
sentiment and action.

During the brief debate on the Address Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, as Opposition leader, made a short, studied, yet
eloquent statement of the situation, of the necessity for
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waiving formalities, for avoiding partisanship, for meet-
ing and dealing with the stupendous struggle just begin-
ning, as united, loyal Canadians and British subjects:
“‘Speaking for those who sit around me, speaking for the
wide econstituencies which we represent in this House, I
hasten to say that to all these measures we are prepared
to give immediate assent. If in what has been done, or
what remains to be done, there may be anything which in
our judgment should not be done or should be differently
done, we raise no question, we take no exception, we offer
no criticism, and shall offer no criticism so long as there
is danger at the Front.”” Sir Edward Grey, he declared,
had done his utmost to preserve peace: *‘Sir, it will go
down on a still nobler page of history that England could
have averted this war if she had been willing to forego the
position which she has maintained for many centuries at
the head of European civilization; if she had been willing
to desert her allies, to sacrifice her obligations, to allow
the German Emperor to bully heroic Belgium, to trample
upon defenceless Luxembourg, to rush upon isolated
France, and to put down his booted heel upon continental
Europe.”” A brilliant eulogy of the Belgian people fol-
lowed and Sir Wilfrid’s peroration described hope that
“from this painful war the British Empire will emerge
with a new bond of union, the pride of all its citizens, and
a living light to all other nations”’.

Sir Robert Borden commenced his speech with words of
appreciation for the patriotic phrases of his opponent, and
then passed into a careful, analytieal study of the causes
of the War and the position of the British Government.
He reviewed, briefly, the action of the Canadian Govern-
ment during the critical days before and after August 4,
laid some of the official correspondence with the Imperial

Government before the House, stated that ‘‘the men of

Canada who are going to the Front are going as free men
by voluntary enlistment — as free men in a free country”’
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and alluded to the Royal Navy, its splendid organization
and effectiveness. His final words were eloquent: ‘“In
the awful dawn of the greatest war the world has ever
known, in the hour when peril confronts us such as this
Empire has not faced for a hundred years, every vain or
unnecessary word seems a discord. As to our duty, all are
agreed; we stand shoulder to shoulder with Britain and
the other British Dominions in this quarrel. And that duty
we shall not fail to fulfil as the honour of Canada demands.
Not for love of battle, not for love of conquest, not for
greed of possessions, but for the cause of honour, to main-
tain solemn pledges, to uphold principles of liberty, to
withstand forces that would convert the world into an
armed camp; yea, in the very name of the peace that we
sought at any eost save that of dishonour.’’

Mr. Doherty, Minister of Justice, then moved Resolu-
tions, afterward put into legislation and passed, which
confirmed recent Orders-in-Council and Proclamations and
granted wide powers as to the future control of affairs
during the time of war. On the 30th Mr. White, Minister
of Finance, offered his War budget in a brief speech which
described the marked decline in revenue during the past
four months of over $10,000,000, accompanied, however,
by improvement in financial and commercial conditions at
the end of July and a favourable outlook which the War,
of course, had changed. He referred to the recent and
immense shock to international finance, the general loss of
confidence and demand for gold, the throwing upon the
market of huge volumes of securities for sale at any price,
. the losses to individuals and drainage of gold from great
financial centres, the individual hoarding of gold which
followed the widespread suspension of specie payments,
the brief collapse of commerce (before the British Navy
asserted its supremacy), the closing of the world’s bourses
and stock exchanges. After giving certain details he stated
that a total of $43,500,000 above the estimated revenue of
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$135,000,000 would be required to meet eapital and war
expenditures and a maturing loan of $8,000,000 up to the
close of the fiscal year of March 31, 1915. Various tariff
and excise changes along the lines of special taxation were
also detailed, covering many subjects but most largely
affecting coffee, sugar, spirits, and tobacco.

In the House, on August 21, the Prime Minister pre-
sented his Bill for granting $50,000,000 for (a) the defence
and security of Canada; (b) the conduct of naval and mili-
- tary operations in or beyond Canada; (¢) promoting the
continuance of trade, industry and business communica-
tions whether by means of insurance or indemnity against
war risk or otherwise; and (d) the carrying out of any
measures deemed necessary or advisable by the Governor-
in-Council in consequence of the existence of a state of
war. He explained that the Division now being organized
was to consist of 22,318 men; that the total cost of equip-
ment, pay and maintenance was about $1,000 per man;
that the total upon this basis for mobilization and general
defence expenses to March 31, 1915, would be $30,000,000.
This measure, as with other war legislation, passed the
House unanimously. A Finance Bill presented by Mr.
White authorized (1) the making of advances to Chartered
banks by the issue of Dominion notes upon the pledge of
approved securities deposited with the Minister of Finance;
(2) authorized the payment by Chartered banks of their
own or other bank notes as legal tender; (3) authorized
a special excess circulation not exceeding 15 per cent of
the combined unimpaired capital and reserve funds of the
Chartered banks; (4) suspended the redemption in gold of
Dominion notes;(5) authorized the proclamation, if deemed
necessary, of a moratorium or postponement of payment
of all debts, obligations and liabilities under specific con-
ditions. Another Act respecting Dominion notes and con-
firming a $20,000,000 increase in their issue was also passed
without exception heing taken. Other important measures L
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were passed with unanimity and despatch. That called
the War Measure Act gave large powers to the Govern-
ment, including:
(1) Censorship and the control and suppression
of publications, writings, maps, plans, photo-
graphs, communications;
(2) Arrest, detention, exclusion and deporta-
tion;
(3) Control of the harbours, ports and terri-

torial waters of Canada and the movements of
vessels;

(4) Transportation by land, air and water and
the control of the transport of persons and things;

(5) Trading, exportation, importation, produc-
tion and manufacture;

(6) Appropriation, eontrol, forfeiture and dis-
position of property and of the use thereof.

The Immigration Act was also amended so as to give
control over residents of Canada, whether aliens or eciti-
zens, who should leave Canada to aid or abet the enemy
and then attempt to return. The Canadian Patriotic Fund
was established with a large number of representative men
as incorporators, and with the following statement: ¢‘The
objects of the Corporation shall be to collect, administer,
and distribute the fund hereinbefore mentioned for the
assistance in case of need of the wives, children and depend-
ent relations of officers and men, residents in Canada who,
during the present War, may be on active service with the
naval and military forces of the British Empire and Great
Britain’s allies.”” Then came the close of a memorable
four days’ Session (August 22) marked with words of
spontaneous patriotism which stamped the general senti-
ment of Parliament and reached a high level of thought.

If the policy of the Government at this crisis was lofty
in tone and effective in practice, the co-operation of the
Opposition was also patriotic and efficient. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier’s proposal at the outbreak of war and his attitude
during the War Session of Parliament involved the elimi-
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nation of party and full support to the Government. Noth-
ing official was said as to Coalition though all the evidence
points to a Liberal willingness at that time to join in a
responsible administration of the nation’s resources for
purposes of war. In Toronto on September 12 Sir Wilfrid
eulogized the superiority of British institutions, referred
to the courage of Great Britain in granting political free-
dom to South Africa and preparing the way for liberty in
India, spoke of Britain as the one Power in Europe which
trusted to voluntary armies and declared that as a result
of this war ‘‘the nations will take an example from Britain
and do away with militarism, conseription and enforced
military service, and rely on the good-will of the people to
supply all the soldiers they want’’. There also would be a
full vindication of the principle that ‘‘in national life as
well as private life contracts are made to be observed, and
woe to those who break them’. In other speeches at this
time he took a similar stand. Other Liberal leaders —
notably Mr. Lemieux in Quebeec and Mr. Graham in Ontario
— were strenuous in their personal support of Britain at
this crisis, in their pledge of the nation’s aid to the Empire,
in their belief as to the justice and necessity of Britain’s
war-policy. The Toronto Globe (August 26) urged a war-
budget of 100 rather than of 50 million dollars and a eall
for 100,000 men rather than 20,000; the Toronto Star, the
Montreal Herald, the Manitoba Free Press and other Lib-
eral organs gave unqualified support to Britain and her
Allies, to Canada’s participation in the conflict.

Taken in a wide, sweeping view of the situation, looked
back upon in the light of history-making events which fol-
lowed and in the strain and stress of that new and pre-
liminary period of war, Canada’s Government and the
leaders of politics, thought, commerce and industry deserve
great praise; the Canadian people as a whole deserve appre-
ciation for many things which they did and for others which
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they did not do. It was all so new, so strenuous, so differ-
ent from anything in past experience. During the first
months of war, also, selfishness had not had time to develop,
the enormous inflow of money for munitions had not com-
menced, the response to recruiting appeals was still a spon-
taneous, patriotic action, public opinion was yet in sus-
pense as to the eventual result of the vast struggle, the
cloud was still too dark for optimists to roll it out of sight
as they afterwards tried to do, party strife was silent
though flashes of fire were on the horizon, and the country
as a whole was slowly rising into a eourse of action and
life which was to concurrently evoke the greater patriotism
and the meaner passions of the people.
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CHAPTER IV
THE WAR MINISTRY OF CANADA

TaE Government which had to face this vital issue of a
war requiring every resource in British men and money,
in loyal support from every portion of the KEmpire, in
co-operation from every lover of British liberty and insti-
tutions throughout the world, was new to all such responsi-
bilities, comparatively new, indeed, to the practice and
science of government. Sir Robert Borden and his Minis-
ters had only been three years in power and only one mem-
ber of the Government had ever had the practical experi-
ence of being in a Dominion Cabinet. Naturally, it had not
been constituted for war purposes and, unlike that of Great
Britain, did not have a familiarity with the subject which
proximity to Europe gave and to which experience in Eng-
land’s little wars was supposed to add. It did, however,
at the outset have the practically unanimous support of
the people of Canada as expressed in Parliament, voiced
in the press, discussed in the pulpit and on the platform.
It had the earnest and continuous eco-operation of the
Imperial Government in matters of finance and the very
effective advice and aid of Field Marshal the Duke of Con-
naught, over a wide range of military affairs and policy
and in respect to varied details of war administration and
strategy. This support of the people, in these early stages,
was one of the most amazing things which evolved out of
Canada’s part in the War. Love of Autonomy, fears of
Imperialism, ideals of Independence, discontents caused by
distance from the heart of the Empire, influences of Ameri-
can contiguity, even racial and religious differences were
forgotten and the people stood with surprising unanimity
behind their leaders.

[64]
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The Prime Minister, therefore, in this period of the
War, and for the first time in Canadian history, was the
leader of an entire people as well as of a great party; to
handle the erisis and the work required special qualities
of coolness, ecaution, and concentration. That Sir Robert
Borden rose to the occasion and did his duty in an adequate
way, without fuss, or flurry, or excitement, must be the
high tribute of the future when the great issues, the tre-
mendous strain, ‘the silent labours of these months and
years, come up for historic judgment. That the public
during the ensuing years of war did not fully realize this
was obvious; in the busy life of the masses, the strenuous
competition of business, the varied attractions of a crowded
city or the isolated contentment of a rural home, men forgot
at times the importance of the war itself, to say nothing of
the difficulties facing the Prime Minister of their country.
Personally, Sir Robert Borden was an admirable head of
the Administration at such a erisis. Unthinking people
called continually during these years for quicker action,
impulsive people wanted all kinds of impracticable policies
and ideals realized at once, others demanded something
spectacular in oratory or effort, or denounced details which
they did not understand as parts of a whole. The pub-
lic loves a Winston Churchill or a Leon Gambetta for a
time — and then forgets him; it worships a Lloyd George
when he is somewhat iconoclastic in policy and quickly
denounces him when he becomes a constructive statesman.
Sir Robert, in the early months of the war and through the
ever-increasing political and national difficulties of a later
time, maintained an attitude of coolness and patience
admirably suited to the period; refused to be rushed
into action or pushed back into re-action; pursued his
settled policies, quietly, persistently and with ultimate
effectiveness. _

As with Mr. Asquith or Mr. Lloyd George in Great
Britain the Premier had difficulties in his Cabinet and
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differences in his Party, problems of a racial character,
and complex troubles in recruiting and munition-making,
obstacles of a partisan nature which began to develop in
1915. Taken altogether, and in the light which time slowly
but surely throws upon such periods of history, there is
no doubt that Sir Robert Borden’s responsibilities deserved
more appreciation than they were accorded and that very
often apparent slowness in action was a policy of deliber-
ate delay in face of difficulties unknown to the publie, and
which could not be stated in time of war; that patient
acceptance of specific conditions in place of prompt publie
effort to remedy them was due to a knowledge of compli-
cations which made action at the moment unwise. Such
a policy is not usually popular; the public prefers showy
action and eloquent periods of speech.

These things it did not get from Sir Robert Borden. His
characteristics as a public man always had been sanity of
word and judgment rather than spectacular phrases or
decision. These qualities, coupled with a quiet, observant
study of the political situation, and recurrent evidences of
capacity as a clear and convincing debater in the best Par-
liamentary form had in five years raised him from the
position of a new and private member of Parliament to
that of Leader of the Conservative party. In ten more
years of public service they had brought him the respect
of men of all parties in Canada when the fateful oppor-
tunity made him Premier of the Dominion. The same
qualities were well calculated to ensure wise leadership at
a great crisis; even if this slowness of action and an
invariable courtesy of manner were sometimes mistaken
for weakness — an error, however, which the Opposition

had not fallen into during the stormy Parliamentary

debates on Reciprocity and Dreadnoughts.
This question of the Prime Minister’s leadership, or
capacity for leadership, was constantly raised during these

war years —most frequently in Opposition ecircles, fre-



(By courtesy Canadian War Records.)
German Regimental Commanders Captured by the Canadians
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quently also within his own party. The only way in which
it can be analyzed, outside of the partisan opinion which
carries no weight, is by reviewing in broad outline and
with clear perspective the actual results of his Administra-
tion. Such a study must be based upon the admitted pre-
mise that Canada has not at any time been an easy country
to govern, that it is not a racial or religious unit, that its
population is scattered over great spaces, and that its peo-
ples have been strongly affected in their view-point of
many matters by proximity to the United States. All
leaders and Governments find it difficult to hold office dur-
ing war-time. In Britain, Palmerston during the Crimean
War, Salisbury during the South African struggle, Asquith
in the later and greater conflict, found the seat of power a
throne of trouble — personal and political, as well as inter-
national. During 1914-16 every section of the British peo-
ple had its turn at denouncing Mr. Asquith, and only a
really strong man could have steered the ship of state
through the shoals and rocks of those years. Later on Mr.
Lloyd George realized this fact up to the hilt and by 1918
every Prime Minister or popular ruler of a combatant State
at the beginning of the War had passed from power —
except Sir Robert Borden and General Botha.

Sir Robert had to deal with a people absolutely unaccus-
tomed to war, suspicious in many cases of Imperial inter-
action, resentful of military discipline, opposed, before the
War, to real military preparedness. He had to conciliate
these elements, to hold an even keel between extreme
Imperialism and extreme Nationalism, to keep French and
English, East and West, in some form of co-operation, to
hold in check the selfish and evil aims of the grafter and
~ grasping corporation. He also had to consider how far
Canada should and would go in the new situation which
followed the despatch of the first Contingent; how deep
was the feeling so splendidly shown in that initial response;
how much support the Government could rely upon and

5
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how far that support might go! Canadians are not an
easy or restful people to guide and it is practically certain
that had the Premier announced on September 1, after the
first rush to the colours was over, that a total of 500,000
men were required or would be sent, there would have been
strong opposition, keen antagonism would have been raised,
many things might have been said or written which would
have hampered future recruiting, hostile interests would
have been stirred to activity, racial difficulties, perhaps,
accentuated.

In the policy decided upon the line of least resistance
was followed, more and still more men were asked for and
obtained by gradual call and steady persuasion. The Gov-
ernment, in short, obtained about 400,000 volunteers in two
years and a half and eventually its full call of 500,000 men
+ from a people who had considered the 7,000 men sent to
South Africa fifteen years before as a great performance;
it built up a tremendous munitions industry as truly out of
straw as were the Biblical bricks of old; it preserved and
bettered the national financial conditions and held the
divergent races of the country along lines of united, if
somewhat uneven, action. It evolved finally into a Govern-
ment representing all Parties and holding the expressed
confidence of the people in a General Election. These were
not the achievements of weak men or a weak leader, and
whatever the years might unfold or parties charge or prove
to the detriment of Sir Robert Borden, these results stood
out clearly upon the canvas of record.

Would Sir Wilfrid Laurier have done better or done
differently? It is as hard to answer such a question as to
say whether the energetic enthusiasm of Lloyd George, the
profound thought of Arthur Balfour, the impulsive energy

of Winston Churchill, the solid attainments of Edward |

Carson or John Redmond, would have been better for
Britain in the early years of the War than Mr. Asquith’s
cool, conciliating hand at the helm. The Liberal leader in

T L
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Canada, perhaps, would have had an easier time, and could
have held certain troublesome elements in Quebeec more
smoothly along the path to action; his eloquent touch upon
the progress of events, if allowed full play, would have
aroused the individual enthusiasm which only a few are
capable of creating; his patriotic willingness to aid in the
War and to carry on for Canada beside the Motherland
of the Dominion were undoubted. Differences there would
have been in both administration and record, but they are
purely speculative. Certainly no Minister of Finance eould
have done better than Mr. White; no Minister of Militia,
with all his faults, could have got 32,000 men into training
and on the way to Britain in 1914 more rapidly than did
Colonel Hughes. The mistakes made by him and by other
Ministers probably would not have been made; it is equally
probable that, human nature being what it is, others would
have developed. If, in Britain, the Liberals were respon-
sible for the munition failure, the Coalition was equally
responsible for the gallant Gallipoli adventure, both great
parties there, to their lasting credit, united on the question
of Conscription, as they eventually did in Canada.

With the Canadian Premier in an unostentatious, quiet
but very real leadership in Cabinet and country was the
Minister of Finance. Mr. White already had proven him-
self a most capable financier in National affairs as he
earlier had done in the business circles of Toronto; on the
outbreak of war he assumed responsibilities of an Imperial
character with results of obvious influence in the British
conduct of a world war. A good and effective speaker,
though not an orator, a financial man rather than a poli-
tician, a Minister with only three years’ experience of public
and Parliamentary life, Mr. White won for himself in the
first months of the conflict a great reputation for quick,
decisive action, following upon a cool, collective view of the
whole situation. He kept his hand firmly and steadily on
the lever of big events and dealt with them on a large scale,
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yet he did not overlook details; he was never rushed or
stampeded, nor was he unduly slow or deliberate ; he looked
ahead and around and then acted in time to avert trouble
and to save unnecessary discussion. To do a thing was
better than to talk about it.

Sir Thomas White — he was knighted early in this period
and well deserved the honour — had a heavy task in hand.
At the beginning he had to act quickly and, indeed, speed
was the essence of safety in the first days of the War;
afterwards an infinite variety of complicated problems had
to be dealt with. As in Britain there was no longer a
question of Free Trade or Protection and to that extent
matters were simplified; it was a question of (1) maintain-
ing public credit and (2) obtaining money to carry on public
business in conditions of unique disturbance. It was a sit-
uation where for months the stock exchanges of the world
were out of business, where the chief lending money market
of the world had to limit its aetivities to its own people or
to war purposes, where ordinary trade with several great
nations was cut off entirely and other trade restricted by
the unknown risks of war, where $200,000,000 a year of
incoming capital to Canada was suddenly stopped with a
suceeeding decrease in the imports from which revenue
came in normal times.

The Minister’s policy after the first week of storm and
stress was rendered easier by certain considerations:
(1) The continued maintenance of British national credit;
(2) the effective protection of trade and trade routes by
the British Navy, and (3) the policy of Canadian banks
during the two years of depressed conditions preceding
this period. So far as the banks could control the situation
during 1913 and 1914, and their power was very great,
every financial sail in Canada had already been furled,
every financial ship made storm-safe, every considerable
interest guarded. But the issues of those fateful days from
July 23 to August 4 were so vast that no financial system
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in the world would have been safe if Britain had allowed
the momentary panic to become a collapse, or had permitted
its thousands of millions in foreign acceptances to be dis-
honoured at London, or had let its banks be the playthings,
even for a day, of mob excitement and popular fear. So
far as European nations, outside of Great Britain, were
concerned Canadian interests in trade or investment were
comparatively small; all her basic interests lay in and with
England. Within Canada were $2,800,000,000 of British
monetary investments; to Great Britain every year went
$200,000,000 of Canadian products and from that country
came not only payment for these products but $200,000,000
a year of fresh capital for the development of Canada; back
of the Canadian Government’s eredit and resources and
trade and territory was the prestige of British power —
in its final analysis the strength of British Naval guns and
tonnage which safe-guarded $1,000,000,000 worth of natural
products raised each year in Canada and $1,500,000,000 of
manufactures annually produced.

In such a situation and with such preliminary conditions
of safety assured Mr. White had to build up a practically
new structure of national finance. It must be remembered
that at first every probability pointed to lessened imports
and therefore lower tariff returns; to lessened industrial
produection, and financial vitality in general, and therefore
reduced ability to bear taxation; to heavy Government
expenditures and already decreasing revenues still further
reduced. That the Minister of Finance was able to quickly
restore public confidence in August, 1914, to maintain public
credit unimpaired and in a few months to immensely extend
its scope and application in the United States, to obtain a
complete working scheme of co-operation with the British
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to borrow at good rates at
home or abroad all the money required to ecarry on the
government of the country and bear an ever-increasing
strain of war expenses, these were clear evidences of capa-
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city and tributes to the personality of the Minister who, in
Canada, bore his share of the financial fabric of Empire
and war.

Lieut.-General Sir Sam Hughes — as he became during
the progress of the War — bore a unique personality and
became the object of more mingled censure and praise than
any other public man in Canada. Probably, his namesake
in Australia ran him close in this latter respect. During
the first years of the struggle the Canadian Minister of
Militia was unceasingly busy with an alert, intense activity
wholly characteristic of the man; he expressed opinions,
hopes, censure or approval, in an open style devoid of fear
or favour so far as the public was concerned; he was
optimistic and frank in his speeches upon the War to a
degree which shocked military sentiment and interested
everyone; he said things which many censured and did
things which many praised; he sent democratic troops to
aid the great cause of liberty and used a degree of personal
autocracy in so doing which was as unpopular at times as
it was effective. Above all he embodied, in days of War,
opinions and a policy which he had, in season and out, urged
upon the country in days of Peace. In his work he made
mistakes but he got the men, he equipped them, he sent
them to England.

Like Sir W. D. Otter and others General Hughes had
been vigorously, and for long before he entered the Gov-
ernment, urging a better and greater Militia force; at the
same time, unlike General Otter and most of his supporters,
he had fiercely criticized the British Army and, in Canada,
the Permanent Corps; he was not an admirer of the War
Office and was a keen supporter of the Ross rifle — made in
Canada — which the War Office was not supposed to
approve of for either Bisley contests or war purposes, and
which finally had to be discarded altogether. Whether as
a politician or soldier, Militia advocate or Militia Minister,
he had frequently been denounced by political opponents as
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a militarist and jingo. His encouragement of the Cadet
movement since becoming a Minister, his construction of
drill-halls in many centres, his avowed desire to increase
and improve the Militia even if it cost more and more
money, had been unpopular with a not inconsiderable school
of Canadian thought and with many members of Parlia-
ment.

Assuming that the country desired to do its part in the
War, as was the case; that the men of the nation were
willing, in fair proportion, to take up their obligations and
the women to accept their share of the burden; the effi-
ciency, the value, the rapidity of the aid given to country
and Empire depended upon the administration of this
Department. The Premier controlled the general policy of
the Government, the Minister of Finance directed the vital
matter of money, but upon General Hughes rested the
responsibility, for good or ill, of the organization of that
policy. Hence the importance of his personality and the
effect of his action upon the standing and influence of the
Government and the reputation of Canada abroad. Before
he had retired from office his Department, in a financial
connection, eontrolled expenditures of $175,000,000 a year,
directed the raising, equipment and transportation of
150,000 men to England, 100,000 men to France, and 100,000
men in Canada, influenced in various ways the making of
$400,000,000 worth of munitions, guided larger affairs than
faced the British Government in the days of the Crimean
War.

That a Minister of impetuous, autocratic personality,
under such conditions, would make bitter enemies, create
complications for his Government, arouse resentments even
in his own party and stir up vigorous controversies
throughout Canada, goes without saying. Public opinion
in these years was in a constantly fluid state regarding
General Hughes. He would say something one day which
touched some cherished conviction or tradition and which
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the majority of people resented; he would make a casual.
remark the next day which every one praised as proving
his absolute indifference to red tape and an honest inde-
pendence of conviction and action. He would do some-
thing one day which would deeply offend an important local
interest or organization, and the next would balance it with
a bit of practical work which would please the country as a
whole. He liked doing big things and drove his Depart-
ment like a motor at full speed — with such a motor’s
inevitable accidents and stoppages. The Liberal Opposi-
tion in the country naturally devoted much time and space
to the Minister of Militia, though he was on more than one
occasion eulogized by such important Liberal journals as
the Ottawa Free Press and Toronto Star, while at the same
time criticized by Conservative organs such as the Montreal
Star or Ottawa Journal.

Whether it was blame or praise, however, Sir Sam
Hughes took it all with indifference and even seemed to
enjoy it; he fought charges of corruption in the press and
Parliament as he had fought the Boers in South Africa,
and would have liked to fight the Germans in France, with-
out fear or favour; he came out of certain definite Oppo-
sition charges with the declaration of the Duff-Meredith
Commission that there was nothing in the voluminous
evidence before them in 1916 to prove dishonesty or cor-
ruption against the Minister. But he had the faults of his
qualities and there were many who claimed in these years
that those faults had rendered the Government hopelessly
unpopular and would eventually wreck it at the polls.
Governments, however, took a lot of wrecking at this time,
as those of Asquith in Britain, Hughes in Australia, Botha
in South Africa had proved.

By the autumn of 1916, as a matter of gradual evolution,
he had been relieved of some of his enormous burden of
work. Munitions were by that time entirely under control
of an Imperial Board; equipment and supplies for troops
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were regulated in contract and price by the War Purchas-
ing Commission with Hon. A. E. Kemp as Chairman;
Canadian hospitals and returned soldiers were placed in
charge of the Military Hospitals Commission with Sir.J. A.
Lougheed presiding ; the care and direction of the Canadian
forces, hospitals, ete., in England, the despatch of Cana-
dian troops to the Front, with questions of equipment,
re-enforcement and special supplies there, were placed in
charge of Sir G. H. Perley. General Hughes remained for
a short time at the head of his Department, with home
administration, recruiting and control of the forces in
Canada as his personal sphere of operations. But it was
only for a short time and he was compelled to retire in
November with vigorous protests against any curtailment
of responsibility, against subordination to Cabinet econtrol,
against any checks upon his own tumultuous personality.

During these years the Minister’s faults were known to
all men, criticism had been abundant and often bitter, his
own words at times were unwise and of the wild and whirl-
ing kind. Such incidents as his cable to General Botha
about ‘““My Army,’’ his advice to Lord Kitchener about the
Ypres salient and criticism of the policy involved, his
denunciation of British medical work and officers, his decla-
ration that Canadian supplies and equipment had been
improperly rejected in England, were not calculated to aid
recruiting, or help the Government, or promote Imperial
sentiment. The fact is that General Hughes was an Imper-
ialist in theory and a Canadian Nationalist in practice; he
wanted Canada to do its duty to the Empire but it must
do it altogether in the Canadian way, or his way, without
interference, or advice, or control, or even at times
co-operation. But, despite all such facts or criticism, he
had, in these twenty-eight months of war, blazed a pathway
to efficient success in matters of recruiting, munition-
making, transport and training of troops; he had over-
come a public inertia in certain points which required an
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almost dynamic energy to move; he had driven the fear of
the Minister, if not the fear of God, into a Militia system
which at best lacked cohesion and disecipline; he had, in
short, made a splendid army out of strong yet chaotic and
untrained material.

These three members of the Government were the most
conspicuous ones and they bore the greatest burdens of
responsibility and had more of the consequent pains and
pleasures of publicity. Less imposing or spectacular but
important in both fact and detail was the work of other
Ministers. Sir George E. Foster was the one member of
the Borden Government who had the memories and experi-
ence of being in previous Dominion Cabinets; his force as
an orator was known in every part of Canada and through-
out the Empire; his personality may not have attracted
people to him in the sense of that much-abused word
magnetism, but it compelled their respect. His adminis-
tration of the_Trade and Commerce Department was
marked by effective work; it had not been his fault if
Canadian manufacturers were so busy at home that they
did not try to develop outside trade on the large scale
which he urged; the depression which came just before the
War promised to correct this difficulty but war conditions,
by an unexpected turn in the situation, developed increased
demands upon the great majority of industrial plants.
During these years Sir George was foremost in urging
recruiting, trade expansion, industrial activity and enter-
prise. His old-time Tmperialism found fertile fields for
operation and expression; his revivified eloquence rang
true to a great occasion. In many a speech he denounced
the would-be German dominance of Europe and then of
the world, referred to the hatred felt against Great Britain
as the one Power which had, by naval supremacy, prevented
this result, dealt with the lessons of Empire organization
and importance of naval power which the War brought
home,
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Robert Rogers, Minister of Public Works, was a constant
target for Opposition attacks and returned them with char-
acteristic force. He was conspicuous at the close of 1914,
and later in 1915, for the advocacy of a general ‘‘War”’
election on the ground, chiefly, of Liberal control of the
Senate and veto upon Government legislation; for a fight-
ing political attitude which provided fuel to a constant fire
of Liberal attack. His Department, however, was unusu-
ally free of party charges, or specific attack, and he himself
appeared to go on with public business and War policy in
quiet self-confidence. Speaking at Montreal on May 3,
1915, he declared that the Government had been prevented
from appealing to the people by the outbreak of war in
August, 1914; reviewed recent Liberal opposition to the
Government’s financial policy and, through the Senate,
rejection of Government measures and policy, and urged
an election to clear the air and strengthen the hands of the
Administration. This much-discussed speech was strongly
denounced by the Liberals everywhere and marked the end
of a system of co-operation between the Government and
Opposition which had been getting looser and less effective
since the beginning of the year; which, during the balance
of 1915, became an attitude of bare toleration on the part
of the Opposition even when assenting to a year’s prolonga-
tion of the life of Parliament; which was during 1916 one
of frequently expressed desire for an election and continu-
ous criticism of the Government; which only found renewed
expression and vital foree in the Union Government of 1917.

Mr. Rogers himself came under fire of one of the many
Manitoba Commissions of Inquiry in 1916 in its probe of
conditions when he had been Provincial Minister of Public
Works. In giving evidence before anything was actually
proven against himself, he characteristically turned the
tables by denouncing Judge Galt, the Provincial Commis-
sioner, and others in judicial positions, with practising a
form of corruption by accepting fees from partisan Gov-
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ernments for non-judicial work. Whether he was right or
wrong did not matter; the public thought and discussion
were turned away from an issue which the Liberal
organization in Manitoba would have liked to cultivate.
Eventually his retirement from office in 1917 removed a
chief obstacle to Sir Robert Borden’s Coalition policy.

A very different type of politician was J. Douglas Hazen,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries and Naval Affairs. A
one-time Provincial Premier of New Brunswick he had
been successful there in a quiet, non-aggressive way and
had held his new post since 1911 with little criticism, few
political and no personal enmities. He had an important
work to do but it was not of a nature which brought great
publicity. Much that was done by the Department during
war-time could not be made public at all; one of its most -
important duties was the guardianship of the coasts and
harbours and ports. Usually this work was limited to the
Fisheries protection service with its eontinuous patrol of
coast waters by a dozen or more vessels, but the War had
seriously enlarged these operations. At first there was
actual danger from stray German cruisers on both Cana-
dian coasts; then and afterwards there was a possibility of
(German mines being strewn in Canadian harbours; in 1918
German submarines actually made their appearance in
Canadian waters. Early in 1915 notices to mariners were
issued that mine-sweeping operations might at any time be
under way off Canadian ports, that Government vessels
» with distinctive flags or lights were patrolling off the ports
of Halifax, Quebec and Esquimalt, that they had power to
control the entry of all vessels by day-or night. When
Canadian nines were laid at any points Mr. Hazen, of
course, had them in charge but no information eould be
made public. The war expenditure of the Department ran
to over $5,000,000 a year and the Minister had charge of
the Royal Naval Reserves, the Naval College at Halifax,
and general conditions of Pacific and Atlantic coast defence
apart from the operations of the Royal Navy.
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Martin Burrell, Minister of Agriculture, commenced in
1914 and carried on in 1915-16 a vigorous campaign with
the popular slogan of ‘‘Patriotism and Production”. A
speech at Toronto (February 4, 1915) illustrated the
nature of his appeal: ‘It is our duty, not less than Brit-
ain’s, to see that not a sailor in the fleet or a man in the
trenches shall lack a single one of the things which he so
sorely needs. On the lower grounds I urge that it will pay
the producers of this country to extend their work, but on
the higher I make the stronger appeal.”” An Englishman by
birth but for fifteen years a fruit-grower in British Colum-
bia, Mr. Burrell knew agricultural conditions well and his
efforts were a factor in the tremendous crop of 1915 —
one which helped the whole financial situation in Canada
and gave the country a basis of prosperity more perma-
nent than the ephemeral but spectacular production of
munitions.

Other members of the Government at the outbreak of
war were the Hon. C. J. Doherty, Minister of Justice, who
possessed a certain natural shrewdness and capacity,a clear,
legal mind, an incisive faculty of speech; the Hon. Frank
Cochrane, Minister of Railways, a man of infinite silence
so far as speech-making was concerned, a good adminis-
trator, and bearing an excellent party reputation for
organizing skill; the Hon. W. J. Roche, Minister of the
Interior, who was generally respected despite the holding
of a Portfolio noted for its difficulties in administration
and for a long series of political charges against preceding
Ministers of both parties; the Hon. T. W. Crothers, Min-
ister of Labour, who said little, attended to his duties
quietly and made few public appearances — occasionally,
however, running into the snags which organized labour
knew so well how to put in the paths of public men; the
Hon. J. D. Reid, who had done good work for his party in
political organization, and was now administering the prac-
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tically non-partisan duties of Minister of Customs which
he did with a minimum of criticism and publicity.

The Hon. A. E. Kemp and Hon. J. A. Lougheed were
Ministers without Portfolio — the former a very successful
manufacturer and the latter a Western barrister of high
standing — who were destined to have important duties in
the succeeding years of war. The Hon. Arthur Meighen,
Solicitor-General, was a rising man in his own party and
in Parliament, a speaker of rare excellence who did much
service in making the public familiar with the real issues
of the War. Sir G. H. Perley, Minister without Portfolio,
Acting High Commissioner in London, eventually Overseas
Minister of Militia, was one of the most effective, hard-
working members of the Government. A business man,
essentially, a Canadian in every special sense of the word,
a long-time and intimate friend of the Prime Minister, a
man whose advice was greatly sought and valued by his
associates, a respected public man rather than a politician,
his part in the war-work of the time was an important one.

As to the important place in the Cabinet and in public
discussion held by its French Canadian Ministers much
might be said. A most important part of Government work
and influence during this period turned upon their position
and opinions. They represented in a special way the
interests and action of nearly 2,000,000 of the population
and, when War commenced, the Hon. L. P. Pelletier was
Postmaster-General, Hon. W. B. Nantel, Minister of Inland
Revenue, and Hon. Louis Coderre, Seeretary of State. In
October, 1914, the Hon. T. Chase Casgrain took Mr. Pelle-
tier’s place and Hon. P. E. Blondin that of Mr. Nantel;
in October, a year later, E. L. Patenaude became Minister
of Inland Revenue and Mr. Blondin took over the post of
Secretary of State. Mr. Chase Casgrain was of the old
Conservative school of thought in Quebee, British in
thought and policy, disliking sensational methods and pre-
ferring to work with the Church of his people rather than



THE WAR MINISTRY OF CANADA 71

against it, or without it; Messrs. Blondin and Patenaude
were of a new and more democratic school and had been
labelled Nationalists by their political opponents; all were
united in supporting the Government policy and general
view of the War, its obligations and its duties.

All of these Ministers, except Mr. Chase Casgrain and
Mr. Pelletier, were on record as originally opposing the
Naval policy of the late Laurier Government and any
enlargement of Canada’s responsibilities within the
Empire. New conditions had brought new convictions,
however, the Naval situation of 1909 had some weight in
this change, the Reciprocity campaign and change of Gov-
ernment in 1911 had still more influence and, in 1913, all
these Quebec leaders supported the Borden policy of Dread-
nought contribution to Great Britain. As speakers Messrs.
Casgrain and Blondin were conspicuous during the war-
years and no one, unless it was Mr. Lemieux, the Liberal
leader in Quebec under Sir W. Laurier, could speak more
patriotically than Mr. Blondin. As he put it at Nicolet
(December 17,1915) : “‘For the French Canadians the vie-
tory of the Allies will be a worse danger than their defeat,
unless French Canadians lend their fullest aid to the cause.
Far better will death be than to leave such a legacy of
shame to our children. On the success of the Allies depends
our own fate. Conquered, the Allies must leave our com-
meree, our institutions and our liberty defenceless in the
hands of Germany — the land of militarism, autocracy and
barbarity.’’

Such, in brief outline, were the Ministers who controlled
the destinies and work of Canada in the first years of war.
They faced severe and sometimes justified eriticism; they
did not always do the right thing at the right moment and
sometimes did the wrong one; they did not keep all cor-
ruption and favouritism out of public affairs; they, at
times, and in a certain individual case, were arbitrary in
word and will and in other cases slow in action when speed
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CHAPTER V
ON THE WAY TO WAR—RAISING AN ARMY

To raise a large voluntary force —a great army by
precedents of the past—in a pacific community such as
Canada possessed, amongst a people unfamiliar with the
thought and fact of war, in a country reasonably safe, for
the time at least, behind the ramparts of British naval
power, was a great undertaking and an important faet in
history. As compared with Great Britain’s marvellous
performanece of ensuing years, the result showed only 1 in~
14 of the population compared with 1 in 9; but there were
many considerations which made it easier to impress the
vital import of the issue upon the people of the United
Kingdom than upon the distant and racially-divided peoples
of Canada. Zeppelins and submarines and the roar of the
great guns in France are enough to mention here.

It is true that in 1812 many Canadians had fought for
the tentative British Empire of that period; that in 1854
the Legislature of Upper and Lower Canada voted £20,000
to aid ‘‘the widows and orphans of the allied armies of
England and France’’ in the Crimea; that in 1858 the 100th
Royal Canadian Regiment was raised for service in India,
though it did not reach that particular destination; that in
1877 Colonel J. W. Laurie offered to raise a regiment from
Nova Scotia if England was involved in the Russo-Turkish
War; that a similar offer in 1884 for service in the Soudan
was made by Col. A. T. H. Williams of Port Hope and
other officers; that a contingent of voyageurs and volun-
teers eventually did go under command of Col. F. C. Deni-
son; that in the South African War about 7,300 Canadian
troops, in all, served. Since then, also, the Royal Mili-
tary College, Kingston, had turned out hundreds of young

[73]
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officers who received British commissions and served all
) over the world. As a whole, however, Canada had known
| little of the realities of war, thought much of the ideals of

peace, accepted much in the way of British protection, did
{|not worry over questions of defence, and failed to take
political issues of that nature very seriously.

Hence the vital nature of the proof given, at this junc-
ture, of the British and Imperial sentiment of the people;
hence the value of the emphatic, strenuous, personality of
Colonel Sam Hughes in the Ministry of Militia; hence also
the benefit of the financial work of a capable Minister of

Finance, and the large voluntary contributions of the people
" as a whole. The action of the Government was prompt in
ordering on August 6, 1914, the mobilization of an Army
Division of 21,000 men; the response of enlistment was
immediate — especially from Ontario and the West; the
result was the gathering of 33,000 troops at Valecartier,
near Quebec, within a few weeks, for purposes of training.
No popular effort was required in this connection, and
50,000 or 100,000 men could probably have been obtained
with ease at that time of national enthusiasm. Following
this First Contingent, its training at Valeartier and trans-
portation to England in November, came the organization
of a Second Contingent of 22,000 men. At the same time
there were forwarded from Canada 70 field guns and a
number of machine guns, with the troops, while the great
Artillery needs of the Motherland were recognized by the
transfer of (1) 47 eighteen-pounders of the most modern
type, which had been ordered by the Canadian Government
in Great Britain before the outbreak of the War; (2) 51
guns of the same type, which the Department of Militia
had on hand; (3) a number of machine guns previously
ordered by the Canadian Government in England.

The raising and equipment of the two Contingents was
the great war-work of 1914 in Canada, while the organiza-
tion work of this force included the training and drilling
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of the men, arrangements for supplies and the purchase of
8,000 horses from all parts of Canada; the purchase and
shipment of bread, meat and vegetables, of hay and of oats;
the planning of intricate transportation details over half
a continent and across the Atlantic with the use of 100
special trains and 32 steamships for the First Contingent
alone; the clothing, arming and equipment of the men, the
supply of technical and other stores, the purchase and ship-
ment of vehicles, harness and saddlery; the supply of large
and small guns, with shells, ammunition, ete., for the Con-
tingents and continuous inspection by the Ordnance Depart-
ment of immense quantities ordered in addition by the War
Office. The total value of guns, cartridges, ammunition-
waggons, pistols, revolvers, rifles, motor-cars and trucks,
ambulances, shrapnel shells, bayonets and machine guns
received and sent with the First Contingent and forwarded
to the Woolwich Arsenal for British use or supplied to
the Rainbow and the Niobe, ete., was, approximately,
$13,673,807. From this figure can be adduced some idea of
the business involved in sending over the whole army of
400,000 men.

Valcartier Camp, meantime, was an illustration of rapid,
effective, almost spectacular, creation under direction of
Capt. Wm. Price and Lieut.-Colonels H. E. Burstall and
W. McBain, with the abounding energy of the Minister of
Militia as an incentive and support. The land was first
acquired and several buildings raised, a rifle range erected
to the extent of three miles or more of rifle-butts, grounds
cleared and levelled and prepared, roads constructed and
pavements built, lighting, heating and water facilities pro-
vided, tents, horses, waggons, guns and military equip-
ment transported and properly placed or organized,
arrangements made for feeding thousands of men. The
Camp was a most excellent one, the site ideal in its beauty,
good in its general topography, very good in its healthy
character. Colonel Hughes was proud of his creation of
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this Camp in the course of a month, and it did stand greatly
to his credit.

During 1915 recruiting remained easy in some respects,
but grew more difficult in others. There was an immense
amount of discussion in the country as to the obligation of
the unmarried man, the duties of the citizen, the system
adopted by the Government, the methods of Leagues and
recruiting officers, the action in aid of the work, or against
it, by large institutions, the attitude of races and Prov-
inces. Canada was not a military country and its people
had been lapped in peace with rare, slight, and not danger-
ous exceptions, for a hundred years; its favourite platform
peroration was the patriotism of the peace-maker; its
Militia had always existed with diffieculty and laboured
under the disadvantage of political criticism and, until Sir
F. W. Borden came into office in 1896, of Parliamentary
cheese-paring; its popular tendency had been to regard
war as no longer necessary or possible, as a relic of bar-
barism, and preparation to meet it as militarism, Jingoism
and a flying in the face of Providence, religion and national
morality. Such a training was not calculated to make the
average young man willing at a moment’s notice to saeri-
fice comfort, career, pleasure and, perhaps, life, in order to
fight thousands of miles away for a eause which the British
Navy prevented from directly touching his own country.
The statistical situation as to the War was, according to
the Census of 1911, as follows:

Widowed,
Males, 20 to 44, Divorced, and
Particulars inclusive Single Married Unknown
° Canadian-born......... 973,621 446,927 508,213 18,481
United Kingdom-born.. . 285,308 147,858 132,019 5,431
Foreign-born........... 276,652 139,549 133,182 5,921
e (s A S 1,537,581 734,334 773,414 29,833

Eliminating the unfit, allowing for an increase of 5 or 10
per cent. in the five years, and for a difference in the fact
that the military age was 18 to 45, there were about
1,600,000 men available for service at the beginning of this
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year. Of these 33,000 had gone forward with the First
Contingent, and during the year others came forward to a
total of 180,000 additional, or over 3,400 a week. There
was much strenuous exertion in the obtaining of this
result, and appeals were made to every instinet of man-
hood and patriotism. It was pointed out that the fate of
the Empire was at stake, together with the British institu-
tions of which so much had been said in past years; that
men were needed not only to destroy a Militarism gone
mad, but to prevent the necessity for future extreme expen-
ditures on defence; that if Germany won the War the rule
of the new over-lord would be hard to endure and the liber-
ties now exercised by British citizens would be gone; that
the Sermon on the Mount would be replaced by ‘‘the will
to Power’’ and religious ideals by military materialism;
that Democracy would have proved a failure, loyalty to
the Empire a sham, love for Canada a delusion; that if the
British Empire went down the Canadian financial fabric,
Canadian trade, Canadian prosperity, would go with it,
while immigration ecoming into the country would be Teu-
ton in character, capital invested would be for the benefit
of the Germans, the Canadian West would be a feeding
ground for the German Empire and a stamping ground
for the German farmer and settler.

It was difficult, however, to overcome the inertia of
years; to understand that the War was what the speakers
called ‘‘our war;’’ to appreciate the fact that in the mil-
lions of troops at the Front, or going there, every man
still counted and that many units made an army; to realize
that Canada was no longer an insignificant, dependent,
unknown colony, but a British nation with a nation’s
responsibilities and wealth and with great resources which
were fit prey for foreign cupidity if Britain’s power should
ever be broken. This last point touched the greatest dif-
ficulty or at least the most frequently avowed excuse given
by the eligible young men: ‘‘If it were a question of home
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defence I would be first to enlist.”” This sort of man would
not accept the call of his country, the opinion of his states-
men, the appeal of his Sovereign, the common knowledge of
what his Empire was doing and the sacrifices his Mother-
land had made. If it was merely an excuse it proved what
probably was the real trouble in many quarters — a species
of combined selfishness and indifference. Whether this was
chiefly born of isolation from the heart of the Empire, of
prolonged Pacifist teaching, of a cosmopolitanism growing
out of proximity to the United States, or of simple love of
comfort and ease, it is hard to say.

There was a good deal of abuse during this season, of
wild words, flung at the ‘‘shirker’’ and ‘‘slacker’’ and
coward. Much of it was unwise and, like most generaliza-
tions, in either argument or epithet, untrue. Probably it
was one of those minor elements which hurt recruiting.
Another was unquestionably the attitude of some women.
If it was hard for men to get away from peace doctrines
and long-based convictions, it was almost impossible for
many women to do so. Canada was not directly affected,
why should they send their husbands or sons or lovers to
fight for civilization or democracy or for a distant Empire?
There were no bombs or Zeppelins or eannon here, and,
apparently, no likelihood of their coming. Another obsta-
cle was the absence of local sentiment in the names of the
battalions. A number meant nothing now or in the future;
to belong to a well-known, perhaps, some day, world-
famous Regiment with name and location would have
meant much. In the early part of the year many men were
declined for-want of machinery and equipment to handle
them; afterwards all fit men were taken, but, no doubt, a
certain number never returned to the recruiter. Early in
the year, too, rural battalions were hard to fill up; the
farmers in many cases had no sons available, or in other
cases were too much concerned about their personal inter-
ests. There was much truth in the call of the Toronto
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Globe (January 23, 1915) for a campaign of education and
in its statement that ‘“‘the country requires information as
to the causes of the war, the issues involved and the press-
ing need for men.”” Mozxe important, perhaps, than these
minor factors was the platform and newspaper call to bat-
tle for ‘‘Civilization.”” The average young man could at
least have understood a call for Canada, for Britain, for
the Empire; it is a question how far in this commercial age
a plea for civilization and for a place in the World War, as
such, really reached the heart of Canadians. Yet with all
said and done the response of the country was a splendid
one; the efforts of men and officers worthy of the highest
eulogy and the lasting appreciation of their country and
Empire ; the bravery of those who volunteered greater than
that in any similar period of history, because they knew
the full horrors of the war as well as the necessity of serv-
ing their nation.

At the close of the year 212,000 men were under arms
and 500,000 were called for. Upon the whole and under
all the conditions this was a splendid record and a remark-
able result of two chief factors — the energy of the Minister
of Militia and the real, underlying patriotism of the people.
Much was said during this period as to the part played by
the native Canadian as distinet from that of the Canadian
born in the United Kingdom. Statistiecs compiled by the
writer in 1915 from-official lists, including 54,673 members
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, “and representing,
primarily, the first two Contingents, together with Artil-
lery, Machine-guin sections, Hospitals, Divisional Supply
Columns, Signal companies, Remount depbts, Cyelist corps,
Ammunition columns, Army Medical Corps and Engineers,
showed 42,195 born in England, Ireland and Scotland and.
12,418 born in Canada. The love of one’s home-country,
the love of adventure innate in the Islanders and proven
by the very fact of previous migration, the more intimate
realization of the war by men born in a land directly

oy
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threatened by German power, a closer personal touch with
devastated Europe, all aroused the British settlers in Can-
ada to a quick and active sense of duty. However that may
be, at the close of the year the Prime Minister called for
500,000 men to complete Canada’s eontribution, and a little
later (February 15, 1916) the enlistment figures stood as
follows :*

Native-born Canadians ..........cccvueevinnnan. 73,935 30 per cent.
British-born in United Kingdom................ 156,637 62 per cent.
T TR ot LR WL APON I SRR, © - 18,899 8 per cent.

0, I Sk e S S AP R g b ;. 249,471 100 per cent.

As to Provinces, it was announced from Ottawa on
November 2, 1915, that, approximately, Ontario had
recruited 42,300 men, Quebec 14,000, the Maritime Prov-
ineces 15,000, Manitoba and Saskatchewan 28,000, British
Columbia and the Yukon 17,000, and Alberta about 14,200.
At the end of this month recruiting was at the rate of 1,000
a day, and at the close of the year 2,000 a day. The year
1916 began with a record for recruiting which coloured
public thought and influenced Government action through-
out the year. Certainly, the response to the appeal of
patriotism in its first three months, the immediate reply to
Sir Robert Borden’s call for 500,000 men, was splendid.
During January 29,212 men enlisted in all Canada; in Feb-
ruary 26,608 enlisted; during March 32,705 joined the
ranks — a total of 88,575, or over 1,000 a day if Sundays

' were excluded. About this time (March 20-April 28) the

United States, with its 100,000,000 population, was recruit-
ing at high pressure for possible Mexican service, under
the Hay Emergency Act of the late Congress, and obtained
5417 soldiers, or 150 a day. The rejections were 18,442.
By 1 June 334,736 men had been obtained in Canada out of
the 500,000 asked for by the Government— a task which
involved the recruiting of 30 per cent. of all males of mili-
tary age in the Dominion, or about 7 per cent. of the total
population, with 10 per cent. as the technical estimate of

* Brig.-Gen. James Mason, Senate, March 14, 1916.
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what could be economically taken from any population for

| war purposes.

. In the first part of the year recruiting was splendid, as
the above figures indicate; then in the summer months the
decline in enlistment became gradually more and more
obvious; the difficulties grew greater and the struggles of
the recruiting officers were pathetic; the instances of non-
patriotic feeling or of indifference grew more frequent; the
situation in Quebec became disheartening. During the
seven months of June-December the total of straight
recruiting under the Militia Department was 58,000 over
the figures of June 1 and at the rate of a little more than
300 per day. The totals during nine months were as fol-
lows: April, 23,289; May, 15,090; June, 10,795; July,
8,675; August, 7,267; September, 6,357; October, 6,033;
November, 6,048; December, 5,791. To these figures, how-
ever, might properly be added many others,* such as 9,052
men of the Militia called out for purposes of Home service;
the Permanent Force of 2,470 men and a Canadian Naval
Service Force of 3,310; the 1,600 volunteers for the British
Naval Service and 1,200 men provided for the Imperial
Mechanical Transport Corps; 3,000 volunteers for expert
munition work in Britain; 2,750 British reservists — a mini-
mum and very low estimate —who had rejoined their
colours, and 17,500 French, Russian and Italian reservists
who had responded to their national calls. The total was
434,529 men from Canada on war service of some kind or
other with a deduction of 70,263 for ecasualties — including
48,454 wounded, of whom, no doubt, about half were able
to return to the front.

The reasons for this situation were very clear, and the
chief factors as follows: (1) The reaching of a certain
limit in regard to men recently from the United Kingdom
and of men stirred strongly by patriotic impulse, or home
training, or the spirit of adventure; (2) the fact of 7 per

* Speech by Sir Robert Borden in Commons, January 22, 1917.
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cent. of the population in a country like Canada, where
everyone worked and individual responsibilities were
greater amongst the masses, being almost equal to 10 per
cent. in a country such as England; (3) the existence of
high wages and the demands of munition factories, which
called for and eventually received 300,000 workers; (4) the
hostile attitude in Quebec of Henri Bourassa and the
Nationalists.

As to personal and Provincial details of the recruiting at
this time there was considerable discussion. Mr. N. W.
Rowell, x.c., in the Ontario Legislature on April 19 adduced
figures up to March 1, and from a total enlistment of
263,111, which showed by occupations 16,153, or 6 per cent.,
of professional men; 6,530, or 2 per cent., of employers or
merchants; 48,777, or 18 per cent., of clerical workers;
170,369, or 64 per cent., of manual workers; 17,044, or 6
per cent., of farmers and ranchers, and 4,238, or 1 per cent.,
of students. By Provinces, Ontario deprecated the atti-
tude of Quebec and was proud of its own position; the
West, also, claimed to have done much better than the East.
Taking the total of 378,413 up to December 1, 1916, it may
be stated that Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Brit-
ish Columbia recruited 147,090, or a surplus of 11,332 above
their share of the 500,000 men required, while Quebec,
Ontario and the Maritime Provinces had raised 231,323,
or 125,682 short of their proportion of the 500,000 — the
chief deficit being in Quebec. Aeccording to Military dis-
tricts, the figures from January 1, 1916, up to November 1
were as follows: London, Toronto and Kingston, in
Ontario, 152,995; Montreal and Quebec, in Quebec, 39,907 ;
Maritime Provinces, 33,694 ; Manitoba, Saskatchewan and
Alberta, 108,419; British Columbia, 36,580. Naval recruit-
ing showed 1,600 enlistments up to the close of 1916.

During 1917 these conditions were accentuated and the
results were obvious. The picturesque personality of Sir
Sam Hughes was replaced this year by the business-like
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administration of Sir Edward Kemp. There was less
driving foree with fewer results in the Militia Department;
there, also, was much less friction with fewer frills. The
new Minister, however, had to meet a condition in which
the voluntary system was reaching its limit, and, in order
to postpone the inevitable but undesirable method of Con-
seription, he and the Government tried all possible plans
for increasing the Army. They seemed to feel, and no
doubt wisely, that the public must be thoroughly convinced
of the failure of voluntaryism before compulsion could be
made effective. Hence, no doubt, the National Service
Board and its operations. Created by Order-in-Council on
October 5, 1916, its primary object was to facilitate recruit-
ing by a sort of voluntary co-ordinating of labour, in the
various industries, with army requirements and to obtain
a National registration of man-power. Aggressive action
was ensured by the Chairmanship of R. B. Bennett, x.c.,
M.P.; work was hampered and the policy of the 13 Directors
of National Service under him affected by the absence of
exact legal authority. Strong efforts were made, and in
September, 1917, the Board ceased to exist after a vale-
dictory in the Commons from Mr. Bennett (September 20)
in which he divided the returns, totalling 1,549,360 cards,
into 286,976 military prospects In non-essential occupations
and 183,727 in farming, with 4 660 skilled workers in mines
and ships and munitions, or a total of 475,363 ; the Indus-
trial classes reporting totalled 143,995, soldiers 48,496, and
the ‘‘discards’’ 679,511, with incomplete or blank cards
206,605. He deprecated the vagueness of the Board’s
original scope and duties and its lack of statutory powers.

Even this partial analysis of man-power showed plenty
of available men for recruiting purposes, and the year 1916
had seen 178,537 enlistments, making a total of direct enlist-
ments since the War commenced of 383,955, or 434,000 if
all the sources mentioned by Sir R. Borden were included.
There had been a falling off in December, 1916, and this
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continued and grew more marked during each succeeding
month of 1917. As early as 4 January J. M. Godfrey, Presi-
dent of the Canadian National Service League, represented
the opinion of practically all eoncerned in recruiting when
he said in Toronto that: ‘‘Everyone engaged in active
recruiting for any length of time becomes a conscriptionist.
He soon sees that the voluntary system is ineffective,
unfair, unequal, undemocratic, wasteful and not really
British.”” By June 30, according to the Minister of Militia
in the House on August 6, the figures of enlistment totalled
424456. In succeeding months not only did reeruiting
decrease, but wastage from casualties and the discharge of
men in England or in Canada for various causes increased.
The enlistments and wastage of the year ran as follows by
months: January — Enlistments, 9,194; wastage, 4,396;
February — 6,809 and 21,955; March — 6,640 and 6,161;

| April — 5,330 and 10,894; May — 6,407 and 13,457 ; June,

———

. 6,348 and 7,931; July — 3,882 and 7,906; August— 3,117

and 13,232; September — 3,588 and 10,990; October —
4884 and 5,929; November — 4,019 and 30,741 ; December
—3,921 and 7,476. The total casualties —killed and
wounded, died of wounds, prisoners, or missing — to
December 31, 1917, were 145,671, of whom 25,138 were killed
in action, 102,726 wounded and 2,740 prisoners of war.
Meanwhile, co-operation had been effected with the Brit-
ish Reeruiting Mission in the United States, headed by
Brig.-Gen. W. A. White, c.m.c., and assisted by a Canadian

.as well as British staff. Recruits were accepted for the

Canadian forces and forwarded for attestation to the near-
est Canadian depdt, and a few thousands were in this way
obtained. A vigorous effort developed in March to raise
a force for Home defence which would be distinct from
the Army on active service. As the young and eligible men
would no longer volunteer in any large numbers, it was
hoped to obtain their support for a service which would
not divorce them from home-ties and occupations and yet



ON THE WAY TO WAR—RAISING AN ARMY 85

give them a certain amount of training and perhaps develop
a military and patriotic spirit, which, in turn, would induce
them to enlist for active service. Meanwhile, they would
help to guard Canada against complications from Germans
in the States which then were feared, and enable the'50,000
or so of troops in local training for the Front to go over-
seas. It was understood to be a last effort of Sir Edward
Kemp as Minister to obtain voluntary enlistment, and on
March 16 he announced the details of the scheme. The
project proved a failure, however, and this was admitted
by the Minister on June 25.

So much for Enlistment details during 1916-17. In con-
sidering these ups and downs and ecritical comments, how-
ever, a broad view is necessary to do the situation justice,
and this the historic judgment of Canada must take. In
1793, when the War with Revolutionary France began,
Great Britain had about twice the 1914 population of Can-
ada and took six months to send 10,000 men abroad; in
1854, with 27,000,000 population, Britain sent to the Crimea
in six months about 30,000 men, and not more than 90,000
altogether; in 1914 Canada sent 33,000 men in two months
from a population of about 8,000,000, and in two years had
despatched 240,000 men on active serviee, with 100,000 in
training at home. She had called 30 per cent. of all the
eligible men in the country, and, taking 435,000 as the total
accepted, 25 per cent. had responded — with the rejections |
of over 100,000 the proportion would be greater. This was |
a splendid record and the inevitable difficulties indicated
above no more reflect on the greatness of the result than
occasional labour troubles and strikes and anti-war fanati-
cism in England could mar the great product of volun-
taryism in that land of liberty. There were two conditions
of this recruiting which stand out clearly on the pages of
history—(1) the splendid response of the working-men
with a total indicated by the figures to March 1, 1916, which,
as quoted above, showed nearly two-thirds of the enlist-
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ment, and (2) the respounse of the sons of well-known men,
of families famous in Canadian history, or of men who
had themselves achieved high place in Canadian annals.

The conditions which eventually made Conscription
necessary in Canada, as in almost every country in the
world, have already been hinted at and can hardly be dealt
with at length here.* After two years of discussion, which
increased in feeling and effect from month to month;
after-war experiences, which changed a deep national and
democratic antagonism to military compulsion into a popu-
lar belief as to its imperative necessity, after these and
other events, the impossible became a fact, great difficulties
were overcome and, in the middle of 1917, Conseription
became the law of Canada. The Government had not, origi-
nally, been in favour of it, and Sir Robert Borden, in
August, 1914, and in January, 1915, had stated that it was
not the intention to propose compulsory military service.
As late as December, 1916, he declared that the National
Service cards would not be used to promote Conscription.
As the Premier put it in a letter to the Mayor of Montreal
on July 13, 1917: “‘These statements were absolutely and
literally true when they were made. No one could then
estimate or even imagine the magnitude of the efforts neces-
sary to win the War and thus to preserve our national
existence.”’

Of itself there was nothing dishonorable or opposed to
National freedom in the acceptance of this policy. In the
earlier périods of English history compulsory service was
the badge of the freeman, and slaves only were exempt;
conscription remained the basis of national defence under
all the greater Kings, including Henry IT and Edward I;
it operated side by side with voluntaryism under Elizabeth
and, though Charles I preferred the volunteer system,
Cromwell used compulsion freely. In the wars with France

* For full details of all the events and conditions described in this volume,
see Canadian Annual Review of Public Affairs, 1914-18, by the Author of these
chapters. 2
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conscription was used for home defence; the volunteer
system for foreign service. Then came the British Peace
period, the system of a voluntary army and militia. Before
the World War of 1914 had reached its fourth year Con-
scription had become the recognized policy of every country
involved except Canada, South Africa and Australia; in the
two latter Dominions there was compulsory home training.
The situation in Canada at the beginning of this year was
that the Militia Act, under which ‘“the Governor-in-Council
may place the Militia, or any part thereof, on active service
anywhere in Canada, and also beyond Canada, for the
defence thereof, at any time when it appears advisable so
to do by reason of emergency,’’ had not been proclaimed;
that the Canadian Army in France or England was there
by special Parliamentary permission, Executive action and
voluntary association; that no call had ever been made
under the terms of the Militia Act by which the males of
Canada, liable for military service, could have been enrolled,
ordered for service, and sent abroad. Under this Act the
male population liable to service was divided into four
classes:

(1) The First Class shall comprise all those of
the age of 18 years and upwards, but under 30
years, who are unmarried or widowers without
children.

(2) The Second Class shall comprise all those
of the age of 30 years and upwards, but under 45
years, who are unmarried or widowers without
children.

(3) The Third Class shall comprise all those of
the age of 18 years and upwards, but under 45
years, who are married or widowers with children.

(4) The Fourth Class shall comprise all those of
the age of 40 years and upwards, but under 60
years.

The right of compulsion was inherent in this Act without
further Parliamentary action; the power had not been util-
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ized and the Militia had remained, through three years of
war, as merely a supply base for enlistment, for officers, for
training volunteers. By the first of the year 1917 compul-
sion of some kind, however, seemed imperative to most
thoughtful men ; but the Government had to deal with many
who were not in that category and with many, also, who
were deliberately hostile to this method of raising men
for reasons of a personal, political, racial, or other nature.
No stone was left unturned to avoid the contingency, and,
after the National Service Board and its effort to regulate
and expedite the work and enlistment, came the Lessard-
Blondin attempt to arouse Quebec, and, finally, the Defence-
Force scheme. There was expressed opposition all through
these efforts and this period to compulsion in any form.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was known to be opposed to such a
policy as, indeed, had been all political leaders and parties
of the past; Quebec was obviously opposed to Conscription
when it would not accept voluntaryism in the same measure
as the rest of Canada; official Liberalism still denounced
the policy and others deprecated it under any condition.
At the same time enlistments were proving fewer, the work
harder, the cost per man'greater.

Such was the situation when, on May 18, after his return
from England and his seat in the Imperial War Cabinet,
Sir Robert Borden told the country that a Conscription
measure was imperative and would be introduced shortly.
It was known that the 1911 Census showed 1,720,070 males
between 18 and 45 years of age, the enlistments to date
were 414,000, the number of munition workers were about
300,000 of whom perhaps 100,000 would not come in the
available class, the men of all ages engaged on farms were
917,000. In the Commons on June 13 the Minister of Militia
submitted statistics showing the approximate number of
the population between 20 and 45, under the Census of
1911, as 760,453 single men and 823,096 married men; the
increase of population between 1911 and 1917 was about
balanced by the number of men already enlisted.
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The Prime Minister, in his announcement described the
war situation as serious and added: ‘‘A great struggle lies
before us, and I cannot put that before you more foreibly
than by stating that at the commencement of this spring’s
campaign Germany put in the field 1,000,000 more men than
she put in the field last spring.”” He deplored the Russian |,
situation, expressed pleasure at the accession of the United
States which had already contributed 9,000 men to the
C. E. F.,, dealt with the submarine menace, had no hope of
the War ending in 1917, and then proceeded: ‘‘Hitherto
we have depended upon voluntary enlistment. I myself
stated to Parliament that nothing but voluntary enlistment
was proposed by the Government. But I return to Canada
impressed at once with the extreme gravity of the situation
and with a sense of responsibility for our further effort
at the most critical period of the War. Itis apparent to me
that the voluntary system will not yield further substantial
results.”” He added that the number of men required would
not be less than 50,000 and would probably be 100,000. A
month passed before the actual presentment of this measure
to Parliament and in that period public opinion found a
wide expression which, upon the whole, was favourable and
was to be found within the ranks of all Parties.

During this period. it gradually became clear that the
Government would gain for its measure a number of Lib-
erals in Parliament and much Liberal support in the
country, that it would probably lose most of its current
Quebec support, that the issue might, in the end, and cer-
tainly did, so far as an election was concerned, depend on
the West. In the Commons on-June 11 Sir Robert Borden
introduced the Military f Serwce Act and explained its Pro-
visions, and his reasons, more fully than usual on a first
reading. He reviewed the War position and Canada’s
situation briefly, from the three and a half splendid months
in which 100,000. Canadians._enlisted to the later days of
dragging effort and occasional evasion of duty and the

7
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existing prospect of either dwindling Divisions at the Front
or a reinforcement through Compulsory service. He did
not propose enforcement of the Militia Act because that
meant selection by ballot or chance: ‘“We are convinced
that the selection should be based upon an intelligent con-
sideration of the country’s needs and conditions. We must
take into account the necessities of agriculture, of com-
merce, and of industry.”” In its preamble the Bill recited
the defence clauses of the Militia Act and proclaimed the
new measure as necessary to obtain reinforcements ‘‘for
the defence and security of Canada, the preservation of the
Empire and of human liberty.”” Administration was placed
under the Department of Justice and the term was for dura-
tion of the War and of demobilization; it covered all male
British subjects between 20 and 45 years of age and they
were at first placed in ten classes, which were afterwards
rearranged into six, as follows:

Crass 1. Those who have attained the age of 20
years and were born not earlier than the year 1883

and are unmarried, or are widowers but have no
child.

Crass 2. Those who have attained the age of 20
years and were born not earlier than the year 1883
and are married, or are widowers who have a child
or children.

Crass 3. Those who were born in the years 1876
to 1882, both inclusive, and are unmarried, or are
widowers who have no child.

Crass 4. Those who were born in the years 1876
to 1882, both inclusive, and who are married, or are
widowers who have a child or children.

Crass 5. Those who were born in the years 1872
to 1875, both inclusive, and are unmarried, or are
widowers who have no child.

Crass 6. Those who were born in the years 1872
to 1875, both inclusive, and are married, or are
widowers who have a child or children.

These classes were to be called up from time to time by
proclamation of the Governor-in-Council and when called
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up became enlisted. soldiers under military law; before
reporting they were deemed to be on leave of absence with-
out pay; those not reporting within reasonable time would
be guilty of desertion or absence without leave and liable to
imprisonment at hard labour. The tribunals to deal with
exemptions and to hear appeals were (1) Local Exemption
Courts, (2) Appeal Courts, and (3) a Central Appeal Judge
who would be the final court of appeal. The conditions of
exemption were broad and liberal: (1) that of working in
essential War occupations; (2) those in work for which
they had special qualifications; (3) cases where ‘‘serious
hardship would ensue, if the man were placed on active
service, owing to his exceptional financial or business obli- |
gations or domestic position, ill-health or infirmity’’; and
(4) conscientious objection to combatant service or prohibi-
tion by the tenets of his faith. Certain classes were
exempted, such as members of His Majesty’s regular or
reserve, or auxiliary forces, as defined by the Army Act.
These, in the main, were as in the British Act; men serving
in any of the British forces on land or sea, with clergy and
ministers of all religious denominations, and settlers of the
Mennonite or Doukhobor communities were also excluded.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier followed at length and indicated the
reasons which compelled him to aceept a split in his Party
upon this question, to break the unanimity of Canadian war
action, to become essentially the leader of his people in
Quebec and to make necessary, later on, a War election
conflict. His reasons may be summarized briefly, with the
use of his own words, as follows:

1. To-day the Government brings down a meas-
ure to substitute for voluntary service compulsory
service — compulsory service, which the Govern-
ment from the day the war broke out up to the 18th
of April this year has said never would be resorted
to. I rise to ask, whether this new measure will
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not be more detrimental than helpful to the cause
which we have at heart.

2. The law of the land, which antedates Confed-
eration by many generations, and which was
reintroduced at the time of Confederation, emphat-
ically declared that no man in Canada shall be
subjected to compulsory military service except to
repel invasion for the defence of Canada. I claim
there never was any danger of invasion on the part
of Germany.

3. Would anyone believe that, if the Govern-
ment had told us (1916) that they contemplated
introducing the new, radical principle of Conserip-
tion, Parliament would have been extended? When
this Government asks this moribund Parliament to

ass such a law as this, it is an abuse of the author-
1ty which has been placed in their hands by the
people of Canada.

4. There is in all the Provinces of the Domin-
ion at the present moment, amongst the working
classes, an opposition to this measure which is not
wavering, but which is becoming stronger every
day. There is another class which has been
strongly opposed to Conscription. I refer to the
French-Canadian portion of the population.

5. T ask which is the course most conducive to
success in the War — compulsion with irritation
and bitterness and a sense of intolerance and
injustice, or consultation with consequent union,
and universal satisfaction all around? . . . What
I propose is that we should have a Referendum and
a consultation of the people upon this question.

6. When the verdict of the people has been
given, there can be no further question, and every-
body will have to submit to the law. I repeat the
pledge 1 gave a moment ago on behalf of my own
Provinee, that every man, although he is to-day
opposed to the law, shall do service as well as any
man of any other race.

The Leader of the Opposition then moved an amendment
that ¢‘the further consideration of this Bill be deferred until
the principle thereof has, by means of a Referendum, been
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submitted to and approved of by the electors of Canada.”
The ensuing debate was a long and interesting one, lasting
for over three weeks and including a Nationalist amend-
ment to the amendment, presented on June 20, by J. A.

Barrette, demanding that ‘‘this Bill be not now read a

second time but it be read a second time this day six

months.”” The second reading took place on July 5, with

the Barrette amendment receiving nine votes to 165, the

Laurier amendment 62 to 111, an amendment by A. B. Copp,

proposing delay, 56 to 115. The Bill passed by 118 to 155,

the third reading by 102 to 44, and became law in due

course. Harly in September a Military Service Council was
appointed to aid the Justice Department in administering

the-Act;while the Premier and the Opposition leader joined

in the appointment of a Board of Selection to create the

necessary Exemption Tribunals; Registrars and Medical

Boards were also appointed. By the close of 1917, 404,395

had registered, 380,510 had asked for exemption, with

278,779 claims allowed by local tribunals and 47,868 dis-

allowed. The number of men eventually obtained under

and by means of the Military Service Act (October 13,1917,

to November 15, 1918) was 83,355, of whom 20,743 reported

—voluntarily and 62,612 reported as ordered or _under..com-

pulsory conditions; the number originally expected by the

Government was from 50,000 to 100,000. The total of all

enlistments up to the end of the War was 611,741.* The

Army thus raised was eventually represented in Infantry

and Cayalry Battalions as shown in the following official

tables issued by the Government at the close of the War —

but not including Engineers, Pioneers, Cyeclists, Army Serv-

ice Corps, Forestry and Railway Construction or the

Siberian Expeditionary Force of about 4,000 men:

* Speech by Maj.-Gen. S. C. Mewburn, ¢.M.G.,, Minister of Militia, Toronto,
December 16, 1918.
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ORIGINAL OFFICERS AND STRENGTH OF INFANTRY BATTALION

Strength
Or101NAL OFFICER Date of on Headquarters
Inraxtar Uniz CoMMANDING sailing sailing on mobilization
O0: O.R
PR GOABSL.» X060 1 ~Col. F. D. Farquhar, n.8.0.|- 3-10-14 | 33 1,083 | Valcartier
CLURNRIE =0 0 ST, : LA.E Cai?enter ..... 26- 8-15| 34 1,052 alifax
1st Batt 3 P W, Hills o, . .00 3-10-14 | 47 1,106 | Valcartier
2nd Batt t.-Col. D. Watson.......... 3-10-14 | 45 1,098 | Valcartier
3rd Batt X . R. Rennie........... 3-10-14 | 43 1,101 | Valcartier
4th Batt 3 . R. H. Labatt........ 3-10-14 | 42 1,084 | Valcartier
5th Batt 2 . G. 8. Tuxf 45 1,095 | Valcartier
6th Batt it .R. W. 40 1,115 | Valcartier
7th Batt ~Col. W. Har 47 1,176 | Valcartier
8th Batt . . L. J. Lipsett. 3-10-14 | 45 1,085 | Valeartier
9th Batt X .8. M. R 3-10-14 | 44 1,101 | Valcartjer
10th Batt ~Col. R. L. Boy! 3-10-14 | 41 1,065 | Valcartier
11th Batt ~Col. R. Burritt.... 3-10-14 | 45 1,119 | Valcartier
12th Batt 2 . H. F. McLeod 3-10-14 | 45 1,028 | Valcartier
13th Batt ~Col. F. O. W. Loomis 3-10-14 | 45 1,112 | Valcartier
14th Batt z . F. 8. Meighen.. 3-10-14 | 46 1,097 | Valcartier
15th Batt ? . J. A, Currie......... 3-10-14 | 44 1,109 | Valcartier
16th Batt.. ~Col. R. G. E. Leckie...... 3-10-14 | 47 1,096 | Valcartier
17th Batt ~Col. 8. G. Robertson. ..... 3-10-14 | 39 717 | Valcartier
18th Batt A .E. 8. Wlﬂe .......... 18- 4-15| 36 1,081 | London, Ont.
19th Batt 2 .J. J. Mc L RAFRTY 13- 515 | 41 1,073 | Toronto
20th Batt . .J. A. W. Allen....... 15~ 515 | 35 ,1 Toronto
21st Batt X . W. St. P. Hughes 6~ 5-15 | 42 1,057 | Kingston
22nd Batt ~Col. F. M. 36 1,007 | 8t. Jean, P. Q.
23rd Batt % .F. W, 35 942 | Quebec
24th Batt ~Col. J. A. 42 1,082 | Montreal
25th Batt X .G. A, 42 1,081 | Halifax
26th Batt ~Col. J. L. 42 1,108 | St. John, N. B.
27th Batt o <1 R, 33 1,039 | Winnipeg
28th Batt ~Col. J. F. 36 1,078 { Winnipeg
29th Batt Lt-Col. H. S. 37 ,090 | Vancouver
30th Batt ~Col. J. A. 35 980 | Vancouver
31st_Batt ~Col. A. B. 36 1,033 | Calgary
32nd Batt .~Col. H. J. ¢ 35 962 | Winnipeg
33rd Batt... . LA Wi 40 946 London. Ont.
34th Batt. . d LA J. 41 1,102 { Guelph, Ont.
35th Batt X .F.C. 41 1,115 | Toronto
36th Batt . .E.C 39 1, Hamilton
37th Batt ~Col. C. F. 40 1,104 | Sault Ste. Marie
38th Batt X .C. W, 37 1,038 | Ottawsa
39th Batt.. ~Col. J. A. 40 1,003 | Belleville
40th Batt.. t. . A. Vince 40 1, Halifax
41st_Batt ~Col. L. A, Archambaulc 18-10-15 | 36 1,082 | Quebec
42nd Batt Lt.-Col. G. 8. Cantlie........ 10- 6-15 | 40 978 | Montreal
43rd Batt ~Col. R. M. Thomson..... 1- 6-15 | 40 998 | Winnipeg
44th Batt ~Col. E. R. Wayland. ..... 23-10-15 | 36 1,076 | Winnipeg
45th Batt............ Lt.Col. F. J. Clark.......... 13- 3-16 | 38 7 Brandon
46th Batt t.-Col. H. Snell. ........... 23-10-15 | 36 1,115 | Regina
47th Batt l. W. R. Winsby....... 13-11-15 | 36 1,114 | New Westminster
48th Batt . W. J. H. Holmes.. 1- 7-15 | 38 1,020 | Victoria
49th Batt . W. A, Griesbach..... 4- 6-15 | 36 996 | Edmonton
50th Batt . E.G. Mason........ 27-10-15 | 41 1,036 | Calgary
51st_ Batt . R. DeL. Harwood 18- 4-16 | 37 1,055 | Edmonton
52nd Batt 1. J. A. D. Hulme...... 23-11-16 | 40 1,032 | Port Arthur
53rd Batt L. R. 35 1,063 Wxnmpeﬁ
54th Batt 1. W. 36 1,111 | Nelson,
55th Batt. .. . J. 42 1,097 | Sussex, N. B.
56th Batt.. . W. 40 1,070 | Calgary
57th Batt . E. 18 419 | Quebeo
58th Batt . H. 40 1,091 | Toronto
59th Batt . H. 36 1,073 | Brockville
60th Batt.. . F. 40 1,024 | Valcartier
61st Batt. . LR 37 1,091 | Winnipeg
62nd Batt . J. m 36 1,037 | Vancouver
63rd Batt . G. B. McLeod....... 22- 4-16 | 36 1,018 | Edmonton
64th Batt . H. M. Campbell..... 31- 3-16 | 38 1,089 | Halifax
65th Batt . N. Lang............ 18- 6-16 | 33 1,040 | Saskatoon
66th Batt . J. W. McKinery..... 28- 4-16 | 36 1,071 | Edmonton
67th Batt . Lorne Ross.......... 21- 4-16 { 3¢ 1,045 | Victoria
68th Batt . P. E. Perrett........ 28— 4-16 | 34 1,087 | Regina
69th Batt . J. A. Dansereau. . ... 17~ 4-16 | 3¢ 1,023 | Montreal
70th Batt .R. 1. Towers........ 24~ 4-16 | 35 936 | London, Ont,
71st_Batt . D. M. Sutherland 21— 4-16 | 35 963 Woodstock Ont.
72nd Batt .J.A.Clark.......... 23~ 4-16 1,094 | Vancouver
73rd Batt . P. Davidson......... 31- 3-16 | 36 1,033 | Montreal
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(o) O Date of et H
RIGINAL OFFICE ate o on eadquarters
InFaNTRY UNIT CouMANDING sailing sailing on mobilization
0. O. R.
EEREBatt. . .l o Lt.-Col. J. 34 1,046 | Toronto
@5th Batt............ Lt.~Col. 36 1,114 | Toronto
76th Batt............ Lt.~Co 36 1,006 | Barrie, Ont.
B7th Batt............ Lt.~Col 38 1,007 | Ottawa
B8t Batt............ Lt.-Co. 37 1,097 | Winnipeg
79th Batt............ Lt.-Col. 37 1,095 | Brandon, Man.
80th Batt .| Lt.-Col. 35 1,041 | Belleville
81st Batt. . Lt.-Col. 36 1,067 } Toronto
82nd Batt. Lt.-Col 34 1,006 | Calgary
83rd Batt. Lt.-Col 35 1,081 | Toronto
84th Batt. .| Lt.-Col. W. 36 913 | Toronto
85th Batt. .| Lt.Co 34 1,001 { Halifax
86th Batt. Lt.-Co! 36 1,072 | Hamilton
87th Batt. Lt.~Col 36 1,026 | St.Jean, P. Q.
88th Batt... Lt ~Col 34 1,029 | Victoria
89th Batt Lt.-Col. W. W. Nasmyth. . . .. 31- 5-16 | 33 969 { Calgary
90th Batt Lt ~Col. W, A. Monroe....... 31- 5-16 | 36 1,087 | Winnipeg
O1st Batt Lt.-Col. W. J. G 32 905 | St. Thomas
92nd Batt Lt.-Col. G. G. 36 1,096 | Toronto
93rd Batt Lt.-Col. 1. J. Johnston. 36 868 | Peterborough
94th Batt Lt.-Col. H. A 36 1,009 | Port Arthur
95th Batt Lt.-Col. R. K. 36 1,061 | Toronto
96th Batt Lt.-Col. J. Glenn 29 768 | Saskatoon
97th Batt Lt.-Col. A. B, 31 798 | Toronto
98th Batt Lt.-Col. H. A. Rose 36 1,050 | Welland, Ont.
99th Batt Lt.-Col. T. B. / 36 825 | Windsor, Ont.
100th Batt Lt.-Col. J. B. Mitchell 31 880 | Winnipeg
101st Batt Lt.-Col. D. MacLean 36 1,025 | Winnipeg
102nd Batt Lt.-Col. J. W. Warden. .. 37 968 | Victoria
103rd Batt Lt.-Col. E. C. J. L. H 37 939 | Victoria
104th Batt. .. X .G. W 42 1,084 | Sussex, N. B.
105th Batt. LALE. 37 1,087 | Charlottetown
106th Batt. L R. In 36 1,009 0y 3
107th Batt. . Glen pl 32 965 | Winni
108th Batt. .G.H, 32 843 | Selkirk, Man
109th Batt. .J.J.H. F 35 775 | Lindsay, Ont.
110th Batt. .J.B. 26 635 | Strathford, Ont
111th Batt. . J. D, 25 637 | Galt, On
112th Batt . H. B. Tremaine 36 1,090 | Windsor, N
113th Batt . W. A, Pryce Jones. . . 30 883 | Lethbridge, Alberta
114th Batt............ Lt.-Col. A. T. Thompson..... 31-10-16 | 30 679 | Cayuga, Ont.
115th Batt............ Lt.-Col. F. V., Wedderburn. . .| 23— 7-16 | 3¢ 801 | St.Johns N B
116th Batt............ Lt.-Col. 8. Sharpe........... 23- 7-16 | 36 943 | Uxbridge, Ont.
- 117th Batt............ Lt.-Col. L. J. Gilbert......... 14~ 8-16 | 36 856 | Sherbrooke, P. Q.
118th Batt............ Lt.-Col. W, M, O, Lochead...{ 23— 1-17/] 15 231 itchener
119th Batt............ Lt-Col. T. P. T. Rowland....| 8- 8-16 | 32 935 | Sault Ste. Marie
120th Batt............ Lt.-Col. D. G. Fearman...... 14— 8-16 | 32 838 | Hamilton
121st Batt............ Lt.Col. A. W. McLelan...... 14- 8-16 | 32 1,033 | New Westminster, B. C.
122nd Batt............ Lt.-Col. D, M. Grant........ 2-6-17 | 26 686 | Huntsville & Galt, Ont.
jissrd Batt............ Lt.-Col. W, B. Kingsmill. .... 7-8-16 | 12 369 | Toronto
124th Batt Lt-Col. W. C. V. Chadwick..| 7-8-16 | 32 1,004 | Toronto
125th Batt Lt.-Col. M. E. B. Cutcliffe... .| 7- 8-16 | 32 974 | Brantford
126th Batt Lt.-Col. 8. J. Hamilton ..| 14~ 8-16 | 32 822 | Toronto
127th Batt. Lt.-Col. T, Clark. . 22— 8-18 | 32 972 | Toronto
128th Batt. Lt.-Col. F. Pawlett. 15~ 8-1A | 32 988 | Moosejaw, Sask
120th Batt. It.-Col. W. Knowles, 32 807 | Dundas, Ont.
130th Batt. Lt~Col. J. F. D 25 573 | Perth, Ont.
131st_Batt. Lt.-Col. J. D. Taylor.. o 32 954 | New Westminster
132nd Batt. Lt.-Col. G. W. 32 809 | Chatham, N. B.
133rd Batt. .. Lt.~Col. A. C. 21 665 | Simcoe, Ont.
134th Batt. .. Lt.-Col. A. A. 32 1,078 | Toronto
135th Batt Lt.-Col. B. Ro 32 910 | London, Ont.
136th Batt Lt.-Col. R. W. 8 18 492 | Port Hope, Ont.
187th Batt Lt.~Col. G. W. 32 932 | Calgary
att Lt.-Col. R. Bel 32 870 | Edmonton
lsoth Batt Lt.-Col. W. H, 21 495 | Cobourg
140th Batt Lt.~Col. L. H. B« 33 820 | St. Johns, N, B.
141st Batt Lt.-Col. D. C. 4-17,1 17 466 | Fort Francis
142nd Batt Lt.-Col. C. M. R. Graham.... 26 574 | London, Ont.
143rd Batt............ Lt.-Col. A. B. Powley..... oo | 17- 2-17 | 32 883 chcona
144th Batt............ Lt~Col. A. W. Morley ...} 18-9-16 | 29 962 | Winnipe,
145th Batt............ Lt.~Col. W, E Forbes ...} 25~9-16 | 19 524 Moncton, N. B.
146th Batt............ Major C. A, Lowe........... 25- 9-16 | 26 581 | Kingston, Ont.
147th Batt............ Lt.-Col.G. F, McFuIand 13-11-16 | 32 910 | Owen Soun

148th Batt............ Lt~Col. A. Magee......... .l26-9-16 | 32 953 | Montreal, P. Q.
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149th Batt. Lt.-Col. R. G. C. Kelley...... 28~ 3-17 | 18 439 | Watford, Ont.
150th Batt. Lt-Col. H. Barre............ 23- 9-16 | 24 515 | Montreal
151st Batt. Lt.-Col. J. W. Arnott 3-10-16 | 29 925 | Strathcona
152nd Batt. . 29 743 | Wayburn, Sask.
153rd Batt. 17 511 | Guelph, Ont.
154th Batt. . . 29 872 | Cornwall
155th Batt 29 826 | Belleville
156th Batt 28 778 | Brockville
157th Batt 32 966 | Barne, Ont.
158th Batt 31 966 | Vancouver
159th Batt 32 972 | Hailebury
160th Batt 31 978 | Walkerton, Ont.
161st Batt 28 749 | Clinton, Ont.
162nd Batt 30 766 | Parry Sound
163rd Batt iers. 38 822 | Montreal
164th Batt ille. . 26 710 | Milton, Ont,
165th Batt ig 24 526 | Moncton
166th Batt i 32 859 | Toronto
167th Batt............ Lt.-Col. O. Readmaan......... Converted| into Quebec

recruitijng Batt. Quebeo
168th Batt Lt.-Col, W. T. McMullin..... 30-10-16 | 26 688 | Woodstock
169th Batt. Lt. -Col J G anht 17-10-16 | 32 887 | Toronto
170th Batt. Lt.-Col. L. Reed.. 25-10-16 | 31 888 | Toronto
171st Batt Lt.-Col. Sir W. Pri 23-11-16 | 27 574 %uebeo
172nd Batt Lt.-Col. J. 25-10-16 | 32 972 am!oope, B.C.
173rd Batt Lt.-Col. W. H. Bruce 13-11-16 | 32 930 | Hamilton, Ont.
174th Batt Lt.-Col. H F Osler. 29- 4-17 | 14 275 | Winnipeg
175th Batt. Lt. -Col neer. 30 847 | Medicine Hat
176th Batt..... 18 446 | St. Catherines
177th Batt J B f 19 549 | Simcoe, Ont.
178th Batt ol. L. de 1 20 415 | Vietoriaville
179th Batt JJY. 32 890 | Winnipeg .
180th Batt .R. H. 31 833 | Toronto
181st Batt LB 20 597 Brandon. Man,
182nd Batt . AL A, 9 208 | Whitb,
183rd Batt . SV T, 13 431 Wmmpeg
184th Batt ~Col. W. H. 32 1,042 | Lisgar, Man.
185th Batt i LB, B 33 1,008 alifax
186th Batt Major Neil 18 469 | Chatham, Ont.
187th Batt ~Col. G. W, 24 744 | Red Deer
188th Batt . C. J. 32 1,004 | Prince Albert
189th Batt SA S P 26 595 | Frazerville
190th Batt . G. K. 15 372 | Winnipeg 3
191st Batt. . .W. G 6 246 | McLeod, Alta.
192nd Batt. . in H. E. 23 424 | Blairemore
193rd Batt . J. St 32 1,020 { Truro, N. 8.
194th Batt .W.C. 31 908 | Edmonton
195th Batt .A.C. 31 998 | Regina
196th Batt . D. S. 32 974 | Camp Hughes
197th Batt . H. G. 9 306 | Winnipeg
198th Batt. . . J. A, 31 841 | Toronto
199th Batt 55508 33 860 | Montreal
200th Batt AL L, 17 477 | Winnipeg
201st_ Batt .E. W, y A .... | Disbanded
202nd Batt . T.E. Bowen........ 11-16 | 27 746 | Edmonton
203rd Batt . J. E. Hansford....... 26-10-16 | 32 957 | Winnipeg
204th Batt . W. H. Price......... 28- 3-17 | 27 789 | Toronto
205th Batt . R. R. Moodie....... Converted| into 80 M. C.| Hamilton

TIPS,
206th Batt . T. Pagnuelo......... Sent draft s to Berrpuda.| Montreal
207th Batt . C. W. McLean...... 6— 27 652 | Ottawa
208th Batt . T. H. Lennox....... 21- 27 686 | Toronto
209th Batt . W. O. Smyth........ 31—10—16 29 915 | Swift Current, Sask.
210th Batt . W. E, Seaborn....... 11- 4-17 | 18 462 | Moosejaw, Sask.
211th Batt . W. M. Sage......... 15-12-16 | 25 662 | Vaneouver, B. C.
212th Batt . E. C. Pitman........ stbanded unableto ob-| Winnipeg
213th Batt . B. J. McCormick. ... stba.nded unabletoob- St. Catharines
n [recruits.

214th Batt. . . J. 18- 4-17 20 595 | Wadena, Sask.
215th Batt. . . H. 29- 4-17 | 16 827 | Brantford
216th Batt. . . T 18- 4-17 | 30 783 | Toronto
217th Batt.. LA. B 2- 6-17 | 24 634 | Moosomin, Sask.
218th Batt L 17- 2-17 | 32 883 | Victoria
219th Batt . W, 12-10-16 | 33 997 | Halifax
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It.-Col. B. H, Brown........ 29- 4-17 | 18 446 | Toronto.
Lt.-Col. M. McMeans.. . ..... 18- 4-17 | 23 596 | Winnipeg
Lt.-Col. J. Lightfoot......... 13-11-16 | 32 993 | Winnipeg
Lt.-Col. H, Albrechsten. ..... 3- 5-17 | 17 507 | Winnipeg
Lt.-Col. A, McDougall....... 19— 5-16 | 47 1,526 | Ottawa
Lt.-Col, J. Ma.cka .......... 25~ 1-17 | 20 427 | Fernie, B. C.
Lt.-Col. R. A. G lelesple. ...] 15-12-16 | 32 1,035 | Dauphin, Man,
1t.-Col. C. H. LeP. Jones ... 11- 4-17 | 28 783 | Hamilton
Lt.-Col. A. Earchman.. North Bay
Lt.-Col. H, D, Pickett. Moose)aw
Lt.-Col. R. de Salabe: ckville
Lt.-Col. '\, E. Leach. Vancouver
Lt.-Col. R. P. Laurie Battleford
Lt.-Col. E, Leprohon .| Winnipeg
Lt.-Col. W. Wallace . 5 Toronto
Lt.-Col. 8. B. Scobel......... Belleville
Lt.-Col. P. A. Guthne ........ 9-11-17 | 27 1,029 | Fredericton
Lt.-Col. Rev. C, 8. Bullock. .. Disba{nded. Sugsex
Lt.-Col. W. R. Smith........ 11—~ 9-16 | 44 1,081 | Valcartier
Major V. L. MacDonald. . ... 15-12-16 | 26 738 | Valcartier
Lt.-Col.E.J. Watt.......... 3- 5-17 | 14 375 | Renfrew
Lt.-Col. W, L, McGregor..... 29~ 4-17 | 21 625 | Windsor.
Lt.-Col. J. B, White......... 23-11-16 | 44 1,006 | Montreal.
Lt.-Col. J. E. Bradshaw...... 2- 6-17 | 16 391 | Prince Albert
Lt.-Col. E. M. McRobie...... 28~ 3-17 | 27 604 | Montreal
Lt.-Col. C. C. Ballantyne.. 3— 5—17 16 274 | Montreal
Lt.-Col. N, H. Parson........ 14 233 | Halifax
Lt.-Col. C. H. Ackerman..... Absorbed bly 236th Batt.| Peterboro
Lt.-Col. J. H. Rorke......... 6-17 | 13 259 | Owen Sound
Lt.-Col. C. B. Keenlyside.. .. 21— 2-18'| 15 709 | Regina
~Col. W. H, Hastings...... Amalgamalted with ‘Winnipeg
249th Blatt.
Lt.-Col. G. H. 4 170 | Winnipeg
% P 6 127 | Lindsay
VR 17 461 | Kingston
LA 8 243 | Belleville
2 & 13 284 | Toronto
. W, 18 531 | Toronto
.L. 29 902 | Ottawa
8 X o, 16 215 | Quebec
Jo. 1 University Inf. Co.| Captain P, Molson. ......... 29- 5-15}| 6 250 | Montresal
0. 2 University Inf. Co.| Captain G. C. MacDonald....| 20~ 6-17 | 6. 264 | Montreal
0. 3 University Inf. Co.| Lieut. ¥. L. Turnbull. ....... 4-9-15| 4 323 | Montreal
0. 4 University Inf. Co.| Lieut. J. R. Mitchener....... 27-11-15 | 5 250 | Montreal
0. 5 University Inf. Co.[ Lieut. O. 8. Tyndale......... 2- 4-1 5 250 { Montreal
ukon Inf.Co......... omm. Black............... 24-1-17| 6 224 | Dawson City
lo. 1. Jewish Inf. Co. . .| Captain I. Friedman......... 28-3-17 | 3 83 | Montreal
i¥o. 1 Independ’t Inf. Co. Major T. J. Langford. . 6-10-17 | 3 102 | Winnipeg

ORIGINAL OFFICERS AND STRENGTH OF CAVALRY BATTALION

&) () Date of 17T Head t
R1GINAL OFFICER ate o on eadquarters
Cavary Unrr COMMANDING sailing sailing on mobilization
0. O.R.
B .. ... Lt.-Col. C. M. Nelles. ....... 3-10-14 | 31 552 | Toronto
B ... Lt.-Col. A. C. MacDonald 3-10-14 | 32 532 | Winnipeg
BNEW. M. P......... Major G. L. Jenm ........ 4~ 6-18 | 16 684 | Regina
% REDenot......... Lt.-Col. W.C. B 18 577 1 Hamilton
.M. R.Bde....... Lt.-Col. F. O. SISSODS 86 1,738 | Winnipeg
Ist Regt.C. M. R...... Lt.-Col. H. J. Stevenson...... 12— 6-15 | Included in |1st Brigade
egt. C. M. R...... Lt.-Col. J. C. L. Bott......... 12- 6-15 | Included in |lst Brigade
i egt. CC. M. R...... Lt.-Col. L. J. Whittaker...... 12— 6-15 | Included in [1st Brigade
.M.R.Bde...... Col.C.A. Smart. ........... 18- 7-15 | 97 1,595 | Sherbrooke
‘JthRegt.C. M. R...... Lt.-Col. S. F. Smith 18- 7-15 | Included in |2nd Brigade
JthRegt C. M. R.... Lt.-Col. G. H. Baker 18- 7-15 | Included in |2nd Brigade
‘JthRegt. C. M. R.. Lt.-Col. R. H. Ryan 18- 7-15 1 Included in 12nd Brigade







CHAPTER VI
ON THE WAY TO WAR — CANADIANS IN ENGLAND

To THE Soldiers in training at Valeartier there came at
the close of a few weeks orders to leave Canada and face
conditions of further training in England and of fierce
unknown fighting on the soil of France or Belgium. Some
of them knew what war was and were veterans of South
Africa or India or varied minor conflicts. Many, indeed the
great majority, had been born and lived in the Island King-
dom which owed so much to its small but gallant army, and
where people had, forty-odd years before, seen the Ger-
mans smash their way into Paris; a minority, of native-
born Canadians, were filled with intense interest in their
first sight of the historic land of their fathers and all were
anxious for the opportunity to share in that mighty conflict
which was dying red the soil of two famous countries as the
huge German war machine advanced and fought and
receded and finally entrenched itself for the first winter of
the War.

On September 21, 1914, the Canadian Premier and other
Ministers visited Valcartier to say farewell to the troops;
on the 24th Colonel Hughes told the press at Ottawa, in a
curiously uncensored statement, that a portion of the Force
was on its way to England and that the other transports
were being quickly loaded. Meanwhile, on September 22,
in local silence and secrecy, the Contingent had commenced
to embark from historic Quebec into the great line of trans-
ports which awaited them and, as each one was filled, it
quietly proceeded down the spacious St. Lawrence toward
the Gulf, where a convoy of British warships was waiting
about eight miles from Gaspé. There were thirty-two ves-

[99]
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sels used to transport the men to England and the last did
not join the procession down the river until October 1. At
Gaspé they were awaited and all departed together on
October 3. The transports included the Adania, Athenia,
Alaunia, Arcadian, Bermudian, Cassandria, Carribean,
Corinthian, Franconia, Grampian, Ivernia, Lapland, Lau-

rentic, Lakonia, Manitou, Monmouth, Montreal, Monte-
' zuma, Megantic, Scotian, Sicilian, Scandinavian, Saxonia,
Royal George, Royal Edward, Ruthenia, Tyrolia, Tunisian,
Virginia, Zealand. The flagship of Rear-Admiral Rosslyn
E. Wemyss, ¢.M.G., D.s.0., in command of this historic fleet
of transports and ten battleships, eruisers, destroyers, ete.,
was the Charybdis. Amongst the cruisers were the Talbot,
the Eclipse, and the Diana; the Dreadnoughts Glory and -
Queen Mary met them two or three days out at sea; with
the convoy a little later was H. M. S. Lion. On each trans-
port as it sailed away from Quebec there was read a mes-
sage from Field Marshal, H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught:
““On the eve of your departure from Canada I wish to con-
gratulate you on having the privilege of taking part, with
the other Forces of the Crown, in fighting for the honour
of the King and Empire. You have nobly responded to the
call of duty, and Canada will know how to appreciate the
patriotic spirit that animates you. I have complete confi-
dence that you will do your duty, and that Canada will have
every reason to be proud of you. You leave these shores
with the knowledge that all Canadian hearts beat for you,
and that our prayers and best wishes will ever attend you.
May God bless you and bring you back victorious.”’

The Contingent arrived at Plymouth on October 14 and
was disembarked on the 15th at that ancient home of Drake
and one-time seat of England’s sea-power. A great popu-
lar welcome was accorded the men before they entrained
for Salisbury Plain — a well-known place which had been
used for camping and drilling of British soldiers during
many yvears. The people of Plymouth were greatly sur-
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prised when line after line of battleships and transports
came in sight and glided into port; it had been understood
that the landing would be at Southampton (some printed
statements said Bristol and ILiverpool) but submarine
dangers had intervened. To the Dominion Government
on October 16 Winston Churchill, as First Lord of the
Admiralty, sent the following despatch: ¢‘‘Canada sends
her aid at a timely moment. The conflict moves forward
and fiercer struggles lie before us than any which have
yet been fought.”” To Major-General E. A. H. Alderson,
C.B., in charge of the disembarkation, came a telegram from
F. M. Lord Kitchener: ‘“Will you please convey my cordial
greetings to the splendid Contingent from Canada which
has just reached these shores to take their share in the
cause of the Mother Country. I am confident that they will
play their part with gallantry, and show by their soldier-
like bearing that they worthily represent the great Domin-
ion from which they come.’’

At the Camp (twenty miles from Salisbury) Canadians
found that Staff officers, assisted by Territorial troops and
New Zealanders who had recently enlisted in England, had
been working for weeks to prepare matters for their occu-
pancy and, according to press correspondents, they all
expressed gratification at the comforts provided and
arrangements made. General Alderson was appointed in
command and his thirty-six years of experience in the
Transvaal, Egypt, Soudan, Mashonaland, South African
War, and India, gave him background and knowledge for
this new and strenuous period. In it the first question that
came up was that of a liquor canteen; in this he had to meet
the temperance convictions of Colonel Hughes — who, how-
ever, had no real jurisdiction in the matter —and the
extreme views of some Canadians and women’s organiza-
tions who, of course, had no technical status. Addressing
the troops on October 22 the General declared that they
would be treated like men, not boys. The older soldiers
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would be relied upon to keep the younger in order, and,
amid prolonged cheers, he stated that certain difficulties
had been overcome so that within a few days the usual
British canteen would be opened in the various Camps. It
was said that the drastic temperance policy adopted by the
Minister at Valeartier, with such apparent popular appro-
val in Canada, followed by a tedious sea voyage, had
developed conditions which made reaction inevitable and
caused some at least of the not very important troubles
afterwards so much discussed and unduly magnified in the
Dominion. Eventually the Canadian Government issued a
statement on November 30 that: ‘‘According to official
information the complete abolition of the ‘wet canteen,’
so called, resulted in excesses and disorders among a few of
the men when they obtained leave of absence, and resorted
to neighbouring towns and villages where the opportunity
to purchase liquor presented itself. After careful considera-
tion, General Alderson determined that it would be better
to have a regulated wet canteen, at which beer might be
sold at certain hours and under careful supervision; such
canteens to be opened for one hour at noon and for three
hours in the evening. Beer only is sold and non-commis-
sioned officers are always on duty. The Government is
assured by the War Office that the trounble in the neighbour-
ing villages, which occasioned much concern at first, has
practically ceased since the opening of these regulated and
supervised canteens.’’

Not far from the Canadian troops were quartered 200,000
British soldiers under training; at Bustard was established
the Divisional headquarters, and here Colonel Vietor Wil-
liams acted as Camp Commandant for the whole Force,
while Lieut.-Col. Mercer was in charge of a Bustard Camp
contingent of about 10,000 men; leave was easily obtained
during some weeks by the individual soldier who soon found
that the word ‘‘Canada”’ on his shoulder strap was a magic
symbol, winning kindness and courtesy and, at times also,
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a ready road to trouble. Difficulties as to discipline devel-
oped early and at first were not thought of seriously owing
to the long voyage and personal characteristics in officers
and men which it was supposed time and rules of rigid
military custom and necessity would easily subdue. Every -
public honour that eould be paid the Contingent was readily
accorded. F. M. Earl Roberts, as Colonel-in-Chief of the
Overseas Forces, addressed them on October 26. On
November 4 the King and Queen Mary, accompanied by a
large staff and by F. M. Lord Kitchener, F. M. Lord Rob-
erts, Hon. G. H. Perley, Sir Richard MeBride and others,
visited the Camp. Meanwhile General Alderson was get-
ting into close personal touch with officers and men. He
told them, quite frankly, that they were a splendid body of
men but were weak in discipline and that this was the great-
est fault of the Division.

Toward the end of October the rain commenced and con-
tinued in a heavy and unusual degree; for weeks the Camp
was a mass of mud, the discomforts were many and exces-
sive, the drill and transport and training were all alike
interfered with. During this gloomy period 50,000 new
books were provided and distributed amongst the various
Camp libraries, while from private sources — in many cases
by clergymen — there were supplied thousands of playing
cards. Ladies in limousines and motors distributed great
quantities of cigarettes. Meantime steady and hard work
was the order of days. Heavy tramping over wet and
sodden downs, skirmishing work by battalions with sudden
dashes of men in full attack, and sharp onsets upon a sup-
posed enemy by night, were interspersed with ordinary drill
by day, rifle practice and bayonet exercise. Endurance
was especially taught and the weather proved a great
though severe test. Officers who had enthusiasm in abun-
dance but lacked sense of responsibility, and necessarily the
basis of war experience, were got into the splendid form
which afterwards worked such great results. So with pri-
vates who lacked the spirit of discipline until they under-
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stood its vital nature in actual war. By the end of the year
the feeling of the men was illustrated in a remark attributed
to one of them: ‘‘The King has seen us, Kitchener has
seen us and Lord Roberts has seen us. Now just let us
see the Germans!’’ The chief officers of this force — after-
wards famous as the 1st Canadian Division — were as

follows: .

Military Secretary to Commander.... Col. J. C. MacDougall.

Senior General Staff Officer.......... Brig.-Gen. R. C. B. Lawrence.*
General Staff Officer......cecvvvvn... Col. E. H. Heard.*

General Staff Officer......ecvevieenn. Lieut.-Col. A. H. Macdonnell, n.s.0.
General Staff Officer................. Lieut.-Col. G. C. W. Gordon-Hall.
General Staff Officer............co.o.. Lieut.-Col. C. H. Mitchell.

General Staff Officer......cco0venvnnn Lieut.-Col. H. J. Lamb.

Assistant Quartermaster-General.. .. .. Col. T. Birchall Wood, r.A.*
Commander Divisional Mounted Troops Lieut.-Col. F. C. Jamieson.
Commander Divisional Artillery....... Lieut.-Col. H. E. Burstall.
Commander Divisional Engineers.. . ... Lieut.-Col. C. J. Armstrong.
Commander 1st Artillery Brigade..... Lieut.-Col. E. W. B. Morrison, D.8.0.
Commander 2nd Artillery Brigade..... Lieut.-Col. J. J. Creelman.
Commander 3rd Artillery Brigade.. ... Lieut.-Col. J. H. Mitchell.
Commander 1st Infantry Brigade..... Lieut.-Col. M. S. Mercer.
Commander 2nd Infantry Brigade..... Lieut.-Col. A. W. Currie.
Cemmander 3rd Infantry Brigade..... Col. R. E. W. Turner, v.C., D.8.0.

Commander No. 1 Field Ambulance. .. Lieut.-Col. A. E. Ross.

Commander No. 2 Field Ambulance. .. Lieut.-Col. D. W. McPherson.
Commander No. 3 Field Ambulance... Lieut.-Col. W. L. Watt.
Commander Royal Canadian Dragoons. Lieut.-Col. C. M. Nelles.
Commander Lord Strathcona’s Horse.. Lieut.-Col. A. H. Macdonnell, b.8.0.
Commander Royal Can.Horse Artillery Lieut.-Col. H. A. Panet, p.s.0.

Commander 4th Infantry Brigade..... Lieut.-Col. J. E. Cohoe.
Commander 1st Field Battery......... Maj. C. H. L. Sharman,
Commander 2nd Field Battery........ Lieut.-Col. C. H. MacLaren.
Commander 3rd Field Battery........ Maj. R. H. Britton.
Commander 4th Field Battery........ Maj. A. G. L. McNaughton.
Commander 5th Field Battery........ Maj. E. G. Hanson.
Commander 6th Field Battery........ Lieut.-Col. H. G. McLeod.
Commander 7th Field Battery........ Maj. W. B. M. King.
Commander Sth Field Battery........ Maj. H. G. Carscallon.
Commander 9th Field Battery........ Maj. E. A. McDougall.
Commander Ammunition Column..... Lieut.-Col. J. J. Penhale.
Commander Divisional Signal Column. Maj. F. A. Lister.
Commander Divisional Train......... Lieut.-Col. W. A. Simson.

Besides these Units there were the Automobile and
Machine Gun Brigade, various Line of Communication

* These three officers were appointed in England by General Alderson. See
pages 94-7 for Battalion Commanders.
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Units, a Clearing Hospital, two Stationary Hospitals and
two General Hospitals, a Remount Department under Lieut.-
Col. W. Hendrie, etc. Many of the officers mentioned above
were destined to write their names large in Canadian his-
tory; to fill an important place in the operations of the War
as it was touched by an army of 100,000 splendid fighters
in a great British force which was eventually to number
2,000,000 men; to receive every honour that a grateful
imperial country could confer. After three months and
more of final training in the preliminaries of war, of more
or less drastic drilling and the endurance of unforeseen,
unusual climatic conditions, of experiences in hospitality
and friendship which many officers and men would cherish
for a lifetime, Canada’s 1st Division in the Great War left
England for service at the front in February, 1915.
Meanwhile, however, a single Canadian Regiment-—a
veritable battalion of heroes—had been raised in Montreal,
had passed through Valcartier, had received a hasty addi-
tion to its training in England and been rushed to France
where its ensuing history was one long epic of endurance,
gallantry and devotion. The Princess Patricia’s Canadian
‘Light Infantry was, in fact, the first fighting contribution of
Canada to the World-War; it was practically disbanded by
death after six months of strenuous struggle, though
revived and re-organized under its historiec name by the best
blood of Canadian Universities; it commenced in France and
Flanders the process of proving to the world that Canadians
of English birth or Canadians born in Canada were of the
same quality and fibre as British troops who had never
before left the shores of England, Ireland or Scotland. Of
these 1,100 men who left Canada for England in September,
1914, not more than ten per cent had been born in Canada
but all were Canadian in spirit, and many in home ties, while
holding fast to their love for the soil of Britain and the
great traditions of their race. Most of them were veterans

8
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of the South African and other wars and, to them, the new
call of Empire and battle was instant and imperative. They
had come from every part of Canada, they represented the
very essence of courage, love of adventure, the spirit of war,
the dash and acquired optimism of the Western prairie.
Formed immediately after the declaration of war, on the
initiative of A. Hamilton Gault, of Montreal, the Regiment
was first commanded by Lieut.-Col. F. D. Farquhar, p.s.o.,
of the Coldstream Guards and Military Secretary to the
Governor-General of Canada. Other officers, as originally
gazetted, were as follows:

Second in Command — Major A, Hamilton Gault.

Adjutant — Capt. H. C. Buller.

Quartermaster — Hon.-Lieut. C. A. Wake.

Paymaster — Hon.-Capt. D. H. MacDougall.
Medical Officer — Major C. B. Keenan.

The Canadian forces were rapidly increased. On Feb-
ruary 22, 1915, it was announced in the British Commons
that a mixed Canadian Brigade composed of 2,000 Cavalry
and including the Royal Horse Artillery, the Royal Cana-
dian Dragoons, Strathcona’s Horse and the 2nd King
Edward’s Light Horse, had been formed at Salisbury Plain
in a supplementary capacity with Colonel the Rt. Hon.
J. E. B. Seely, m.p., lately Secretary of State for War, as
Brig.-General in command — on the recommendation of Sir
John French under whom he had served in South Africa.
Meanwhile the 2nd Canadian Division was on its way to
England and arrived by installments during March, April,
and May. It was in command of Major-Gen. S. B. Steele,
C.B., M.v.0.,, who was afterwards succeeded by Brig.-Gen.
R. E. W. Turner, v.c., c.s., p.s.0., upon the former’s appoint-
ment to command the Shorncliffe Military District. As
finally constituted the Infantry included the 4th Brigade,
led by Brig.-Gen. Lord Brooke, the 5th Brigade led by
Lieut.-Col. David Watson, and the 6th Brigade, led by
Lieut.-Col. H. D. B. Ketchen. The 2nd Divisional Ar;illery
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was commanded by Lieut.-Col. H. C. Thacker and the 2nd
Divisional Engineers by Lieut.-Col. J. Houliston.

At this time and in succession to General Alderson, Brig.-
Gen. J. C. MacDougall was in command of the Canadian
forces in England with Col. W. R. Ward as Chief Pay-
master; General Steele, in command of the Division, had as
General Staff Officers Lieut.-Col. Garnet B. Hughes, of Vic-
toria; Major J. L. R. Parsons, of Winnipeg, and Major C. A.
Ker, p.s.0.; the Assistant-Adjutant and Q.M.G. was Lieut.-
Col. P. E. Thacker, of Halifax, while Liéut.-Col. J. T.
Fotheringham, m.p., was Assistant Director of Medical
Services. There was also a Canadian Training Division.
On September 2 the 2nd Division was reviewed by the
King and shortly afterwards left for the front. During
1916 the Canadian troops in England varied greatly in num-
bers, were constantly under training, and acted as reserves
to the main force of three Divisions, and eventually four,
which went to the Front. Official figures of March 18
showed 60,000 troops in Belgium, 44,000 in Britain or on the
way there, and 134,000 in Canada. Forces sent abroad
from Canada up to December 31, 1916, were stated by Sir
Robert Borden as totalling 280,562, of which 110,000 were
in France (including some Hospital detachments in the
Mediterranean) and 10,000 under orders to go there from
England. The total number despatched Overseas during
1916 was 165,000 men; of those still in England were 3,998
men in Forestry work and Railway construction, 2,752 in
the Pay and Record Offices, 1,497 in the Headquarters Staff,
Veterinary, Postal and other services, 8,686 in the Medical
Service, Ordinance stores and Army Service Corps—a
total of 17,383. The casualties to date were 70,263. Mean-
while, a 5th Division under Maj.-Gen. Garnet Hughes was
organized and held in reserve well into 1917 but was event-
ually broken up as necessary reinforcements.
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In this connection an important matter was the pay-
ment of the heavy expenses involved in maintaining these
forces in England and at the Front. In a cable of April 27,
1915, the Canadian Government had formally expressed its
desire to bear the whole cost of the Canadian Contin-
gents sent for service in the War. It was then agreed that
those services in the field directed by the Imperial Govern-
ment, and which could not be direetly charged to the
Dominion Government, should be afterwards adjusted at an
estimated rate per head based on the average cost of main-
taining troops in the field. The scope and amount of the
rate to be fixed were discussed personally between Mr.
Secretary Bonar Law, Sir George Perley (on behalf of the
Canadian Government) and Sir Charles Harris (on behalf
of the War Office), and a rate of 6s per head per diem
arrived at. As the estimates were based on the assumption
that the Dominion troops took the field fully equipped and,
while there, were maintained from Imperial sources, it was
stated (1) that the articles issued in the field to maintain
or replace articles of original equipment would be the prop-
erty of the Dominion Government at the end of the War,
(2) that it would be open to the Dominion Government to
raise a counter-claim against the Imperial Government for
any rifles or other articles covered by the rate and which
might have been issued in the field out of Canadian stocks.
Australia and New Zealand took the same course and Sir
Robert Borden in the Commons on February 1, 1917, gave
a statement in this regard which may be summarized -
briefly :

1. The expenses borne in the first instance by
the Imperial Government for Canadian troops in
England (rations, forage, clothing, stores, ete.)

are recovered currently through the ordinary
medium of accounts.

2. As to expenses in the field it is not prae-
ticable to keep account of actual issues and it is
the intention of the Imperial Government (subject
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to the concurrence of the Dominion Government)
that payment should take some simple form such
as an estimated rate per head.

3. There are no accounts which show the cost
of supplies and services to Canadian troops in
France and the figures can only be arrived at by
estimate. That of April, 1916, was 6s per day per
man and is considered reasonable.

The advances by the Imperial Government for the main-
tenance of troops, etc., totalled during the War $609,000,000,
but it was exceeded by the credits established in Canada
($709,000,000) for British purchases of munitions and sup-
plies. To control all these matters of Canadian war interest
in England—and associated conditions in France—required
a large and effective organization. During all these years
of war Sir George H. Perley was acting High Commissioner
for Canada in England and eventually was induced to
accept the position in a regular and remunerated way —
having refused payment for his services in the earlier
years. It was, however, a divided control between Sir
George and the Minister of Militia at Ottawa with a not
always satisfactory condition during the régime of General
Hughes. The oversight of Canadian troops and their train-
ing in England, the care and welfare of Canadian troops in
France, the oversight of expenditures running into the hun-
dreds of millions, the charge of Medical services and
wounded and Hospitals abroad, the obtaining of Munition
and other contracts for Canada, the Army supply contracts,
and a myriad other elements of military activity and
organization in England made up a sufficiently complex sys-
tem without any complication such as division in control.
By the close of 1916, however, matters had sifted down
and Sir George Perley had accepted (October 31) the
. post of Minister of the Overseas Military Forces of Canada
with enlarged powers and a Military Council composed of
Brig.-Gen. P. E. Thacker, c.M.c., as Adjutant General, Brig.-
Gen. A. D. McRae as Acting Quartermaster and Chief
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Executive Officer, and Maj.-Gen. R. E. W. Turner as Com-
mander of the Canadian troops in England.

In the middle of 1917 a further re-organization took place
and Canadian military affairs in England were divided
into four branches: (1) that of the Military Secretary in
charge of Major F. F. Montague; (2) that of the General
Staff in charge of Lieut.-Col. H. F. MeDonald, c.M.6., p.s.0.;
(3) that of the Adjutant-General, in charge of Brig.-Gen.
P. E. Thacker, c.B., c.M.G.; that of the Quarter-master Gen-
eral in charge of Brig.-Gen. A. D. McRae, c.B. Maj.-Gen-
eral J. W. Carson had early in the year retired from his
position as Special Agent of the Dominion Minister of
Militia. In May, 1918, a Canadian Headquarters Staff in
England was created with Lieut.-General Sir R. E. W.
Turner as Chief of Staff. Shortly before this Sir Edward
Kemp had retired from the Ministry of Militia at Ottawa
in which he had succeeded Sir Sam Hughes — and relieved
the High Commissioner of the military side of his duties
as Overseas Minister. During all this period Sir George
Perley had been greatly aided by Sir Max Aitken, m.p.,
as Records Officer and Eye-Wltness_f‘fH-ﬁront It was
a work carried on side by side with multifarious other
duties which helped to raise that astute and really brilliant
young Canadian to the Pecrage as Lord Beaverbrook and
to make him a power in British politics and, finally, a
member of Mr. Lloyd George’s Government.

In these years there had been some inevitable friction
between a Minister of Sir Sam Hughes’ temperament and
the War officials in England. Some Canadian equipment
was, undoubtedly, ‘‘scrapped’’ as not harmonizing with a
uniformity considered absolutely essential in such huge
army movements and requirements as were involved;
trouble was inevitable over supplies such as boots or rifles
prepared amidst the rush and inexperience of a young coun-
try in its first great war. The Canadian soldiers, however,
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received every care that could be given under difficult con-
ditions and, when on leave, the hospitality in England was
almost too generous. Wet canteens were an immemorial
privilege of the British soldier and they were continued to
the Canadian troops, but the distribution of liquor was lim-
ited and guarded and was chiefly beer; in the trenches,
amid conditions of serious wet and dampness, something
stronger was considered as important as food or medicine.
At Bramshott and Shorncliffe not only was the Y. M. C. A.
conspicuous in its work but English religious interests
provided fully for this side of camp life with all kinds of
. concerts and services. A small army of 150 Canadian
Chaplains, representing every denomination and including
Jews and the Salvation Army, were in attendance in Eng-
land, or at the Front, with Colonel the Rev. R. H. Steacey
in charge.

As to training, a great deal was needed. In this terrific
struggle one of the distinet essentials was found to be dis-
cipline; some of the worst British disasters of the War
and some Canadian losses were due to failure in obeying
orders. Coolness, courage, success, were all dependent upon
discipline and too many Canadians at first were filled with
the idea that courtesy meant servility, that obedience was
not quite manly. Delays in sending Canadian troops to
the Front were due very often to the long course of train-
ing required — as, for instance, in the matter of careless-
ness in trenches, which caused many a Canadian death in
the first months at the Front. Another subject not under-
stood in Canada was that of surplus officers. During many
months, whenever wastage in France required reinforce-
ment — as at the Somme, where on one occasion 19,000 men
were called for in a hurry — the best trained men in the
Reserve battalions were sent forward and the officers of
higher rank were, in most cases, not required. There was,
therefore, an accumulation of these officers in Fngland
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which really became a problem. Many of them were too
old to revert to the rank of Lieutenant or to go as privates,
or else could not afford to do so; in one case 80 did go for-
ward as supernumerary lieutenants with no real duties and
they joined the men in a certain trench attack. According
to the story all but 20 were casualties.*

During these years the Canadian Hospitals in England
and at the Front were many and they did a great work with
the small beginning of 10,000 beds at the close of 1915.
There was a period during which matters of management
in England and the work of the Army Medical Corps were
in a state of flux and criticism very freely expressed. But,
before and after, and even during that period, there was
absolute truth in the statement (April, 1916) by Major F.
MecKelvey Bell, of the No. 2 Hospital in Franece, that:
““The medical equipment and personnel of the Canadian
Hospitals is ef a type and quality that is a matter of pride
to all Canadians. The chain or organization is so perfect
that there is not a single break in its continuity from the
farthest point in the firing-line, through France and Eng-
land, and even back to Canada. The soldier is treated
throughout, not as a public care, but as the private patient
of the Dominion.”’

From the first, however, there had been discussion
between those who wanted to keep Canadians in the Cana-
dian hospitals and those who desired to allocate the
wounded Canadians wherever it was most convenient to the
British authorities — to make the hospitals general to all.
To some extent this latter policy was inevitable in times
of stress but, otherwise, the Canadian officials preferred
concentration as being the cheapest and most convenient
system. They desired, as far as possible, to keep the units
of their forces — the unfit, the sick and the wounded —
under observation and control; within easy reach of the
Medical, Record, Pay and other departments, in close touch

* Lieut.-Col, J, D. Taylor, M.p., Commons, February 6, 1917.
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with their own comrades, whether sick or well, and within
reach of the flow of presents and comforts from Canada.
On the other hand many soldiers returning to Canada spoke
of the splendid way they were treated in English hospitals,
and afterwards in their convalescent stages, and of the
interest attached to meeting men from all parts of the
Empire. Sir Sam Hughes however, with his well-known
prejudices against the British War Office and V. A. D.
Nurses, ete., wanted the men altogether, segregated under
Canadian roofs and control, directly in the care of the
Canadian Army Medical Corps; by 1916 other matters had
developed and conditions appeared to indicate the need of
inquiry and some re-organization of the bases of manage-
ment in the Canadian hospitals.

In order to look into the situation and inspect all Can-
adian hospitals and medical institutions in England, ‘‘to
which the Canadian Government in any way contributes”’,
Colonel H. A. Bruce, m.p., of Toronto, was appointed (July
31) as Special Inspector-General of Medical Services; with
him, as a Committee of Inquiry, were also appointed Col-
onel F. A. Reid, Colonel Wallace Scott, Lieut.-Col. Walter
McKeown, Lieut.-Col. F. W. E. Wilson and Captain Charles
Hunter — the four latter being well-known Canadian physi-
cians or surgeons. When finally submitted to the Govern-
ment and made public on October 15, after an investigation
lasting until September 26, the Report of Colonel Bruce
and his colleagues was unanimous and elaborate and proved
to be a serious reflection upon the medical administration
of the Canadian forces. The following extract indicates
the charges made: ‘‘The Medical Board department prac-
tically runs itself; there is no central control, no uniformity
of standard among the different boards, no supply of an
adequately permanent and efficient personnel for medical
boards, no records of a satisfactory nature available
regarding very many casualties, no instructions regard-
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ing pensions.”’” Lack of co-ordination, the need of concen-
tration for hospitals and patients and nurses and medical
attendance were the main points at issue.

The Report created a sensation in Medieal and Political
circles and caused rumours of the resignation and return
to Canada of Surg.-General G. Carleton Jones, who was
in charge; it was obviously approved by Sir S. Hughes in
a speech at Toronto; it was apparently disapproved by the
Canadian Premier, who instructed General Jones to remain
in England, and by Sir George Perley, whose War Con-
tingent Hospital at Beachborough came under the V. A. D,
censure of the Committee; Sir William Osler and others
contended in England that General Jones had not been
heard and that he should have been a member of the Bruce
Board of Inquiry. The latter replied to the charges in an
elaborate document which, however, had no publicity in
Canada. On November 25 the War Office, apparently at
the request of Sir George Perley as Minister of Overseas
Services, appointed a Board of Inquiry to investigate the
conditions and to deal with the Bruce Report and the Gen-
eral’s reply. The members were as follows: Surg.-Gen.
Sir William Baptie, Director of Medical Services at the
War Office; Colonel E. C. Ashton, m.p., in command
Shorncliffe Division; Colonel J. T. Fotheringham, ».p.,
Assistant Medical Director, 2nd Canadian Division at the
Front; Colonel A. E. Ross, ¢.M.¢., M.D., Assistant Medical
Director, 1st Canadian Division; Lieut.-Col. J. M. Elder,
M.D., of No. 3 General Hospital, Boulogne.

At the close of the year this new Report was made public
after the evidence of both Dr. Bruce and Surgeon-General
Jones had been taken at great length, as well as that of a
number of prominent officials of the War Office and the
Hospitals. Its conclusions were not altogether conclusive.
In many points it partly agreed with Dr. Bruce, and partly
disagreed; its tendency was to describe his criticisms as
too strong or sweeping. In general it was said that (1)
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Colonel Bruce was sometimes misled by a lack of intimate
knowledge of army organization or the inter-relation of
various branches of the Service; that (2) large numbers
of men had been passed by Medical officers who were unfit,
owing to age or physical disability, and that this condition
still continued; that (3) such arguments as Colonel Bruce
adduced for segregation might be met by an extension of
the system of Canadian convalescent hospitals and organ-
ized co-operation as to inspection between the Canadian
and Imperial services; that (4) the Board failed to dis-
cover any general sentiment amongst Canadian troops in
hospital favourable to segregation which, incidentally,
would involve Canadian accommodation for 9,000 more
patients — apart from large battle casualties; that (5)
additional inspection of all hospitals was desirable, that
the Canadian staffs in the Shorneliffe V. A. D. group were
too large, and that Surgeon-General Jones had allowed
glaring departures from accepted Service methods at cer-
tain Canadian hospitals to pass unnoticed.

In succeeding years and under re-organization plans the
segregation proposals were partly carried out despite vig-
ourous protests from Lady Drummond of the Canadian
Red Cross in England, Mrs. A. E. Gooderham of the Imper-
ial Daughters of the Empire in Canada and many others.
It may be added that during the War 1,617 Medical officers,
2,002 Nursing Sisters and 12,382 other ranks of the C. A.
M. C. went overseas from Canada; that there were at the
end of the War 31 Canadian hospitals and field ambulances
in France and 20 such hospitals in England ; that in Canada
there were 65 military hospitals for returning soldiers with
11,786 beds available; that by the close of 1918 over 22,000
invalided men had been brought back to Canada. The fol-
lowing is an official list of the chief Canadian Expeditionary
Force Hospitals in England and France, with the exception
of onc opened in France during June, 1918, at Joinville
Le Point: :
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CANADIAN GENERAL HOSPITALS

Hospital

1 General Hospital. ..
2 General Hospital...
3 General Hospital...
4 General Hospital...
5 General Hospital. .
6 General Hospital...
7 General Hospital...
8 General Hospital. ..
. 9 General Hospital...
. 10 General Hospital.. .
. 11 General Hospital. ..
12 General Hospital. ..
. 13 General Hospital. ..
. 14 General Hospital. ..
. 15 General Hospital...
. 16 General Hospital...

Location Officer Commanding
France . M ke Lieut.-Col. J. G. Gunn.
ramee |, i e rees Col. G. S. Rennie.
France......... Col. H. S. Birkett, c.M.G.
Basingstoke. . ... Lieut.-Col. W. H. Hendry.

. Liverpool. . . .... Lieut.-Col. J. L. Biggar.
Franae’ - LR Col. G. E. Beauchamp.
France......... Col. F. Etherington.
France......... Lieut.-Col. H. R. Casgrain.
Shorncliffe. . . . .. Lieut.-Col. E. G. D. Davis.
Brighton . ...... Col. W. McKeown.
Shorneliffe. . . . .. Lieut.-Col. W. A. Scott.
Bramshott. . . . .. Lieut.-Col. H. E. Kendell.
Hastings . .. .... Lieut.-Col. J. E. Williams, p.s.0.
Eastbourne . .. .. Lieut.-Col. E. Seaborn.
Taplow......... Lieut.-Col. W. L. Watt.

Orpington . . . ... Lieut.-Col. D. A. McPherson.

CANADIAN CONVALESCENT HOSPITALS

Bearwood. . .............. Wokingham..... Maj. R. E. Woodhouse.
15 0 T s s e A G Bromley. ....... Lieut.-Col. J. R. Speir.
Hillingdon House ......... Uxbridge . .. .... Lieut.-Col, J. A. Sponagle.
1. 0. D. E. and Perkins Bull. London. ... ..... Lieut.-Col. H. M. Robertson.
King’s Canadian .......... Bushey Park .... Lieut.-Col. J. D. McQueen.
Monk’s Horton .. ... Foaash] Monk’s Horton .. Lieut.-Col. Geo. Clingham.
Woodcote Park ........... Epsom......... Lieut.-Col. L. E. W. Irving.
D.5.0.
CANADIAN SPECIAL HOSPITALS
Canadian Red Cross........ Buxton......... Lieut.-Col. F. Guest.
ighimghill. .. . ........... Etchinghill . .. .. Lieut.-Col. W. F. M. McKin-
non.
Granville Special .......... Buxton......... Lieut.-Col. J. S. Clark.
West Cliff Eye and Ear..... West Cliff ...... Lieut.-Col. S. H. McKee, C.M.G.
Witley Camp ............. Witley Camp .... Maj. L. C. Harris.
T S S Lenham ........ Lieut.-Col. W. M. Hart.
Officers’ Hospital .......... Broadstairs. . . . . Lieut.-Col. C. H. Gilmour.
CANADIAN STATIONARY HOSPITALS
No. 1 Stationary Hospital.. France......... Colonel H. C. S. Elliot.
No. 2 Stationary Hospital.. France......... Lieut.-Col. A. G. Farmer.
No. 3 Stationary Hospital.. France......... Lieut.-Col. C. H. Reason.
No. 4 Stationary Hospital.. France......... Lieut.-Col. S. W. Prowse.

A word must be said here as to the unselfish, continuous,
and earnest war-work of hundreds and eventually thous-
ands of Canadian women in England. As an organization
the chief factor was the Canadian War Contingent Asso-
ciation of which Sir George Perley was President and J. G.
Colmer, c.M.6., Hon. Secretary, with Lady Perley and Mrs.
McLaren Brown as President and Secretary respectively,
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of the Ladies’ Committee. Lady Strathcona, Lady Kirk-
patrick, Mrs. L. S. Amery, Mrs. Donald Armour, Mrs.
Franklin Jones, Mrs. Haydn Horsey, Mrs. Grant Morden,
Mrs. P. Pelletier and Lady Drummond were amongst the
active members of this Committee. The supply of a steady
stream of comforts to the soldiers was its central object —
with toilet articles and food such as hard candy, tinned and
dried fruits, chewing gum, lime-juice, curry powder, ete.,
tobacco, pipes, cigarettes, games, matches, books, maga-
zines, pencils, mouth organs, ete., as the chief needs. There
was a Dominion Branch at Halifax to supervise shipping
from Canada. The Association also maintained in England
the Queen’s Canadian Military Hospital at Beachborough
Park, Shorncliffe, and to this institution the women inter-
ested gave splendid service.

Miss Mary Plummer and Miss Joan Arnoldi, two Toronto
ladies, had in 1914 been appointed Field Commissioners
with the 1st Contingent at Valcartier and, early in 1915,
formed an organization called the Canadian Field Com-
forts Commission with headquarters at Ashford, Kent, and
an agency at Halifax, N. S. They received official recogni-
tion at Ottawa and London, held the Hon. rank of Lieu-
tenants and supervised the distribution of many comforts
from Canada for Salisbury Plain or at the Front. Lady
Drummond of Montreal, but resident in London, was
unceasing in her efforts for the soldiers with her whole
time devoted to sympathetic attention to their needs. Much
was done by her for the Red Cross and from time to time
she made vigourous appeals for funds to advance such
objects as the organization of Maple Leaf Clubs for soldiers
on leave and easily raised the required amounts. The
Information Bureau of the Canadian Red Cross was formed
by Lady Drummond and continued under her active super-
vision as one of the most valued of helpful institutions for
the Canadian soldier in London.
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There was women’s work in every direction. At the
headquarters of the C. A. M. C. there were lady drivers
headed, in length of service, by Miss Gordon Brown, a niece
of Colonel Sir A. P. Sherwood of Ottawa; in France there
were many Red Cross Canadian girls and women taking
men’s places as drivers of Motor Ambulances and carrying
. wounded men from the ambulance trains to the hospitals,
helping also with supplies and work of many kinds;
throughout France, also, were many Canadian V. A. D.
nurses and helpers, in every stage of suffering, for the
wounded and in every form of kindly entertainment, amuse-
ment and comfort for the soldier on leave or resting in the
C. R. C. Huts behind the Front. At this point, also, there
must be mentioned the British women whose work for Can-
adians Lady Drummond recorded in a December, 1917, let-
ter to The Times: ‘‘In closing I would say a word of grate-
ful, heartfelt thanks, as a Canadian woman, to the women
of this country for the ‘perfect mothering’ which they have
given to our men from Overseas.’’

There was another side of the shield, however, in the
presence in England, during these War years of an army
of Canadian women — soldiers’ wives or dependents in the
main, but many, also, who had drifted to England, in one
of the curious contrasts of wartime, for social reasons, for
pleasure, for curiosity or similar motives. Of the large
total, a proportion were unable or unwilling to do war-
work, to do work of any kind which would be helpful to the
community, and became additional burdens upon the finan-
cial and food resources of a greatly-burdened country.
Every effort to sift them out was made by Canadian author-
ities, some were brought home and no more were allowed
to go from Canada; but ships were scarce and difficulties
many. At the date of the Armistice 22,000 women and chil-
dren had been brought back but 50,000 were still there.

A special soldier problem which developed during
1916-18 was the alleged immoral condition of the troops in
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England. It was, however, far more of a problem in Canada
than in Camp and was especially debated in women’s
organizations at home by social reform bodies. Much of
the talk, some of the Resolutions passed, many of the
speeches in Canada were very wide of the mark. War psy-
chology always breeds an infinite brood of rumours, and
includes depressed views of social and public conditions,
with an almost morbid willingness to believe the worst.
This moral issue alse furnished a ready field for exaggera-
tion in the interest of Prohibition advocacy. At the Ontario
Prohibition Convention of March 8, 1917, statements abso-
lutely vitriolic in character were made, the British Govern-
ment was freely condemned, with little visible reason or
proof, for conditions guessed at, or rumoured, or asserted
in private correspondence, and more than one woman urged
that no more men be allowed to go across. The Rev. E.
Tennyson Smith, a veteran English reformer, protested
strongly: ‘““To suggest for one moment that the British
Government connives at the existence of immoral condi-
tions is absolutely untrue and unfair. Your boys will have
no greater temptation, or even as great temptation, in Eng-
land as here, for anything worse than the streets of Mon-
treal I have never known. It is entirely untrue that the
British Government permits or even winks at immorality.”’
On motion of Mrs. Thornley of the W. C. T. U. a Resolu-
tion was passed declaring that the Convention ‘‘views with
extreme regret and genuine concern the use of the wet can-
teen, the rum ration and the permission (afterwards
changed to ‘‘existence’’) of conditions concerning social
vice with the gravest possible effect.”’

As to alleged drinking or encouragement to drink given
in England, Sir Robert Borden in the Commons on May
18, 1917, after referring to the kind, hospitable and gener-
ous treatment of Canadian troops by the British people
and submitting reports from Generals Turner and Steele
of Canada and General Child of the War Office, added: ‘It
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is enough to say that these reports indicate that all such
representations are almost absolutely without foundation.
The Canadian troops are not addicted to the habit of
drunkenness . . . when troops go to the canteen they
are necessarily under discipline and supervision. If there
is no wet canteen, and men go out to the public-houses —
and you cannot very well prevent them — they are not
under the same discipline or supervision.”” On July 6
English papers announced that Mr. Lloyd George had
received a protest from the Ontario Presbyterian Women's
Missionary Society, making grave charges .against the
British Government because Prohibition had not been
adopted there, and alleging that Canadian soldiers in Eng-
land were being ruined, body and soul, by drink and
disease!

This was characterized freely by Canadian chaplains and
officers on the spot as a gross and libelous exaggeration;
it was stated officially that the British convictions for
drunkenness and other offences in the London area aver-
aged one-fifth of the pre-war period and that protests from
workmen and others as to the increasing shortage of beer
were becoming peremptory. The Rev. Dr. S. D. Chown
was explicit as to this problem in a statement to the Social
Service Conference on September 13: ‘“‘There is no ques-
tion that the reports circulated in Canada as to social dis-
ease and drunkenness among the men Overseas are not well
founded. The stamina of the men is splendid. Convictions
and arrests for drunkenness among the Canadian soldiers
are less than among a similar body of civilians. The Can-
adian troops Overseas show absolutely no sign of deteriora-
tion.”” At the same time he definitely condemned the exist-
ence of temptations greater than the men should be called
upon to meet. ;

A word must be said as to the Canadian Khaki Uni-
versity established in England late in 1918. Educational
work had long been carried on by British authorities in the
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British Army but not along the lines finally worked out by
the Canadian staff, the Y. M. C. A., and others, with Presi-
dent H. M. Tory of the University of Alberta in charge.
The object was to take advantage of every spare moment
amongst the troops training in England or on active service
at the Front to instruct the individual soldier in some line
of study or occupation which he would like to continue when
the War was over — by means of (1) an organized course
of lectures, (2) the promotion of small study groups, (3)
the arrangement of reading groups in billets or tents and
(4) the development of a library system. During the year
formal relations were established with University College,
London, and in October the institution was placed on an
official basis as a permanent element in repatriation as well
as war and with a Director of Education attached to the
Canadian Overseas Ministry. Between its initiation in
October, 1917, and ‘the close of the War 12,000 students
registered and the attendance at lectures totalled over
20,000. At the Front the institution was organized and
largely patronized. Interesting incidents in connection
with the Canadians and war-life in England was the visit
in 1918 of a large Canadian Press Delegation which was
lavishly entertained and given every advantage in seeing
war as it really. was in France and Belgium. The Ontario
Maple Leaf Clubs initiated and controlled by the Hearst
Government of Ontario — as with the splendid Hospital at
Orpington, England — was a feature of Canadian work
which must be mentioned. During the first years of the
War Colonel (afterwards Maj.-Gen. Sir) J. W. Carson was
the special representative and Agent of the Canadian Min-
ister of Militia in England. Under Sir Sam. Hughes he
had wide powers and they were exercised in respect to
appointments at the Front in the Canadian Forces as well
as in the hostile troops in England. This fact, in addition
to his opinion of the Ross Rifle, was said to be a cause of
the retirement of General Alderson; General Byng would
9 :



122 CANADA AT WAR

have no interference with his appointments and promo-
tions. It may be added that the chief Canadian Army
officers in England during 1918 and at the close of the War
were as follows:

Chief of the General Staff — Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. E. W. Turner, v.C., K.C.B.,
K.C.M.G., D.8.0.
General Staff Officer — Brig.-Gen. H. F. McDonald, ¢.M.G., D.8.0.
Adjutant-General — Brig.-Gen. P. E. Thacker, c.B., c.M.G.
Quartermaster-General — Brig.-Gen. D. M. Hogarth, C.M.G., D.S.0.
Director-General of Medical Services — Maj.-Gen. G. La F. Foster, c.B.
Director-General of Timber Operations — Brig.-Gen. Alex McDougal, C.B.
Paymaster-General — Brig.-Gen. D. M. Ross, ¢.M.G.
Headquarters, Borden — Brig.-Gen. C. H. McLaren, C.M.G., D.S.0.
Headquarters, Bramshott—G. O. C.: Brig.-Gen. R. Rennie, C.M.G., D.5.0.
Headquarters, Seaford — G. O. C.: Brig.-Gen. H. M. Dyer, C.M.G., D.8.0.
Headquarters, Witley — G. O. C.: Brig.-Gen. F. W. Hill, c.M.6., D.8.0.



CHAPTER VII
CANADIANS AT THE FRONT IN 1915

Tae Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry Regiment was
the first Canadian organized force to share actively in the
conflicts of the Western front. Called after, aided by, and
watched over with personal interest by Her Royal High-
ness, it was a battalion worthy of the best and highest tra-
ditions of British military history; more could hardly be
said of it. The original Commander, Col. F. D. Farquhar,
D.S.0., was a British officer on the Governor-General’s Staff
at Ottawa, who fell early in the fighting; he was succeeded
in after months and years by eight other officers; amongst
the original officers who left for France with the Battalion
‘on December 20, 1914, were Agar Adamson, Talbot Papi-
neau, J. W. H. MeKinnery, M. S. De Bay, W. G. Colquhoun,
D. O. C. Newton, H. W. Niven and many more who became
in most cases marked men, with varied honours and bril-
liant records; every man of the Regiment was in fact a
hero in his own person.

At the Front, it was swiftly turned into a body of sea-
soned soldiers. The Regiment at first formed part of the
27th Division, mainly composed of troops from India, and
under command of General Shaw. It was in the trenches
by January 6, 1915, and there followed a series of hotly con-
tested raids and battles, during this early and most trying
period of the War, in which the Regiment won an ever-
increasing reputation. St. Eloi and other difficult points
in the Ypres salient were then the scenes of incessant strug-
gle and by May 7 the fighting strength of the Battalion
was reduced to 635; on the 8th one of the most desperate
fights in the second Battle of Ypres left 150 men under

{123]



124 CANADA AT WAR

command of a Lieutenant (H. W. Niven) with only one
other officer unwounded. It has been deseribed as follows :*

““The day that followed was at once the most critical
and the most costly in the history of the Battalion. Early
in the morning particularly heavy shelling began to fall.
At the same time a number of Germans were observed com-
ing at the double from the hill in front of the trench. This
movement was arrested by a heavy rifle fire. By 6 a. m.
every telephone wire, both to the Brigade Headquarters
and also to the trenches, had been cut. Every single Can-
adian upon the strength was from that time forward in one
or other of the trenches. A short and fierce struggle
decided the issue for the time being. The advance of the
Germans was checked, and those of the enemy who were
not either sheltered by buildings, dead or wounded, crawled
back over the crest of the ridge to their own trenches. By
this time the enemy had two, and perhaps three, machine-
guns in an adjacent building, and were sweeping the para-
pets of both the fire and support trenches. :

““About 7 a. m. Major Gault, who had sustained his men
by his coolness and example, was severely hit by a shell
in the left arm and thigh. It was impossible to move him,
" and he lay in the trench, as did many of his wounded com-
panions, in great anguish but without a murmur for over
ten hours. The command was taken over by Lieut. H. W.
Niven, the next senior officer who was still unwounded.
Heavy howitzers using high explosives, combined with
field-guns, from this moment, in a most trying bombard-
ment both on the fire and support trenches. The fire trench
on the right was blown to pieces at several points. At 9
o’clock the shelling decreased in intensity; but it was the
lull before the storm, for the enemy immediately attempted
a second infantry advance. This attack was received with
undiminished resolution. A storm of machine-gun and rifle
fire checked the assailants, who were forced, after a few

* Description by Lord Beaverbrook, then Official Eye-Witness at the Front.
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indecisive moments, to retire and take cover. The Bat-
talion accounted for large numbers of the enemy in the
course of this attack, but it suffered seriously itself.

¢¢ At half-past nine, Lieut. Niven established contact with
the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry on the left, and
with the 4th Rifle Brigade on the right. Both were suffer-.
ing heavy casualties from enfilade fire; and neither, of
course, could afford any assistance. At this time the bom-
bardment recommenced with great intensity. The range of
our machine-guns was taken with extreme precision. All,
without exception, were buried. Those who served them
behaved with the most admirable coolness and gallantry.
Two guns were dug out, mounted and used again. One
was actually disinterred three times and kept in action till
a shell annihilated the whole section. . . . By 12 a. m.
the supply of small arms ammunition badly needed replen-
ishment. From 12 a. m. to 1.30 p. m. the Battalion held
on under the most desperate difficulties until a detachment
of the 4th Rifle Brigade was sent up in reinforcement. At
3 p. m. a detachment of the 2nd King’s Shropshire Light
Infantry reached the support line with 20 boxes of small
arms ammunition. These were distributed, and the party
bringing them came into line as a reinforcement, occupying
the left end of the support trench. The afternoon dragged
on, the tale of casualties constantly growing; and at ten
o’clock at night, the Company commanders being all dead
or wounded, Lieutenants Niven and Papineau took a roll-
call. It disclosed a strength of 150 rifles and some
stretcher-bearers. At 11.30 at night the Battalion was
relieved by the 3rd King’s Royal Rifle Corps.”’

The Battalion was then rested and re-organized and more
than once afterwards was again almost decimated; the
original survivors in 1918, after it had seen service in all
quarters of the British lines and finally been absorbed into
the Canadian forces, numbered a couple of dozen; its name
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ranked by that time amongst the great British Regiments
of the War — using the word British in its widest sense.
It is interesting to note the names and following faects as to
those who commanded this historic Battalion:

Honors Date

and Awards Appointed Vacated

Lt-Col. F. D. Farquhar................. D.S.0. 22-9-14 21-3-15
EHECol R C. Buller. .....: . dvoeesines B, IO 21-3-15 5-5-15
Mo SR! Pelly.'. .. .. l. ... efuesioon it D.8.0. 15-5-15 7-12-15
RGO ENIEIC. Buller. .« ..o e ool o D.S.0. 7-12-15 6-16
Major A. A. M. Adamson............... D.8.0. 17-6-16 3-8-16
L Col R T Pelly. .. .. ... ot d il D.8.0. 31-10-16 27-3-18
Lt.-Col. A. A. M. Adamson............. D.S.0. 9-9-17 10-10-17
Major C. J. T. Stewart................ D.8.0. 27-3-18 End of War

A month or so after the appearance of the ‘‘Princess
Pats’’ at the front Canada’s first army Division appeared
on the scene. The Prime Minister told Parliament at
Ottawa on February 16 that he had received a despatch
from the Colonial Secretary (Mr. Harcourt) stating that
the whole of the Canadian contingent had crossed safely
and were in France. When the trenches were reached the
British forces were found to occupy lines between 20 and
30 miles in length, which ran from Ypres on the north to
Givenchy on the south and had been held since — in the first
Battle of the Aisne — British troops had moved thence to
Flanders in the hope of outflanking the enemy. It did not
take very long for the Canadians to get their bearings,
though many discomforts had to be endured of which the
worst came from spring rains and flooded trenches alter-
nating with cold spells, relieved, however, by bits of beau-
tiful French weather which, naturally, were not enjoyed to
the full. The troops were fortunate in having as com- -
mander 