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The Study and Approach

In March 2000, Right Eminent Knight Larry John Hostine, K.C.T., then Deputy Grand Master of
the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, contacted Sir Knights Glenson Jones and Michael Jenkyns
(at that time members of Ottawa Preceptory, No. 32) to determine whether it would be possible to
prepare a booklet for the Millennium on the lives of the Supreme Grand Masters of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada. Assurances were provided that copies of all Proceedings were available
in the National Library and Public Archives of Canada, and that it was a matter of gaining access
thereto, and using these to prepare the material.

In 1984, the then Grand Historian, Right Eminent Knight Reginald Forest-Jones, KT, PPGP,
noted that his predecessor, in 1948, had observed that although there were several complete sets
of the Annual Proceedings available, they were inadequately stored and maintained and were not
readily available for any type of research. He remarked that this issue had been raised several
times but no action had been taken. Later, the then Grand Archivist, Right Eminent Knight Michel
Sastre, noted that while there were copies of some Annual Proceedings in the National Library “.
.. there is a gap of more than one hundred years . . .”, and he appealed for Preceptories to search
their Archives so that a complete set might be assembled. A complete set of Annual Proceedings,
various mementoes, photographs, items of regalia and a variety of “other documents” were
presented to the Public Archives and are now stored in the Department. The complete set of
printed Annual Proceedings at that time (covering 1884 to 1999) was available in the catalogued
holdings of the National Library of Canada along with microfiche of the Annual Proceedings from
1877-1900 (those of 1877-1884 being the Proceedings of the National Great Priory): AMICUS
number 000000114687. This effort to collect and then donate the material of Sovereign Great
Priory was possible only through the efforts of many members, including Right Eminent Knights
Rolf Latte, K.C.T. and Michel Sastre.

The original undertaking significantly exceeded the scope of the original suggestion because it
included a summary of each of the Annual Proceedings from 1855 to 1999 as well as the
information in the Appendices. It is an important work in preserving the history of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada and its antecedents. The various personalities of the Supreme Grand
Masters, the challenges which they and the members of Sovereign Great Priory faced, and their
responses to those challenges, form a base on which to move proudly forward into the Millennium
and to strengthen and expand the Order in Canada. It was produced as a book (of some 930 pages
5% x 8 inches).

This 2nd Edition is being started as of Canada Day 2017 (the 150th anniversary of
Confederation). It builds on, and continues, the annual story of the Sovereign Great Priory of
Canada and is intended to be released in electronic (PDF) format to be held on the website of the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada. Any member of the Order wishing to download a copy is
permitted to do so as long as this is permitted by the administrators of the website.

With regard to the Proceedings of the Order predating 1884, a set of bound copies of the three
Knights Templar bodies which precede the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada were found in late
summer 2001. These were:

. the Provincial Grand Conclave for Canada under the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Grand
Conclave of the Royal, Exalted, Religious and Military Order of Masonic Knights Templar



in England and Wales (October 9, 1855 - May 1, 1868);
. the Grand Priory of Canada (May 1, 1868 - August 10, 1876); and
. the National Great Priory of Canada (August 10, 1876 - July 7, 1884).

These Proceedings, along with those of the period from July 7, 1884 to 1904 inclusive, had been
bound in seven volumes and held by Right Eminent Knight John Ross Robertson (who had been
Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of
Canada in the Province of Ontario). They are currently held in the Library of the Grand Lodge A.F.
& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario (located in Hamilton) as part of its extensive John
Ross Robertson Collection: reference numbers RB4Z-46 to RB4Z-52 inclusive. The Order is
fortunate to have access to this early written material as the Proceedings of the Provincial Grand
Conclave of Canada (1855-1868) were not published until 1870, following a resolution passed at
Kingston on August 11, 1869 that “. . . the Grand Chancellor be hereby instructed to print the
proceedings of Grand Conclave from its origin, and that the required number of impressions of the
same be left to his judgement.” To make this summary of the Order in Canada as complete as
possible these Annual Proceedings have been summarized herein.

While the Annual Proceedings of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada formed a good starting
point, additional work was undertaken to provide more of the background and lives of these great
men who have led and directed the work of Sovereign Great Priory. Unless otherwise noted the
photographs and biographical material on the Supreme Grand Masters is taken from the Annual
Proceedings. In addition the 1898 and 1912 Editions of Men and Women of their Time by H. J.
Morgan and Who'’s Who and microfilm copies of the Globe and Mail and Montreal Gazette (all held
in the National Library) were consulted to expand and enhance the biographical information in the
Annual Proceedings.

| thank the Registrars of all the Preceptories which | contacted in 2000 and 2001, requesting
them to review and update the biographies of those members of their Preceptories who had served
as Supreme Grand Master. The efforts of these members, along with the Supreme Grand Masters
themselves, who provided updates to their biographies, has provided a key checking and
verification which has been very important to the success of this work.

Since 1855, a large number of Most Eminent Knights have led and directed Knights Templary

in Canada. This is their story and | am pleased to have played but a small part in bringing it before
the membership.

Michael Jenkyns

Nepean (November 2001)

revised at Kanata (July 2017 - summer 2018)

il



William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T.
(1855-1889)

—ve

(1810-1890)

William James Bury MacLeod Moore was born in Kildare, Ireland on January 4, 1810, the eldest
son of Captain N. J. Moore of the 74th Regiment of Foot, of “Saleston”, near Lucan and Leixlip, Co.
Meath, Ireland. The family had originally moved to Meath from Dorsetshire about 1653 (during the
time of Oliver Cromwell’'s “Commonwealth”). The Irish baronetcy, “Moore of Ross Carberry,” in
Cork, takes its origin from this migration. MacLeod Moore received his education at the Marischal
College, Aberdeen, moving in 1825 to the Military College at Sandhurst. On graduation in 1831 he
received an Ensign’s commission in the 69th Regiment of Foot and remained with the Regiment
for twenty years.

He left the 69th in 1852 when he was appointed Staff Officer of Out-Pensioners in Canada. His
assignment was to organize and enroll the Chelsea and Greenwich out-pensioners and form the
Bytown (later Ottawa) and Kingston Pension Districts. His first place of residence was Kingston,
Ontario where he remained until December 1856, when he moved to Ottawa. In 1872 he moved
to Laprairie, Quebec and in 1882 he took up residence in St. John’s East, Quebec. He lived at
Prioral House, Prescott, Ontario from 1884 until his death on September 1, 1890.

Origin of the “MaclLeod Moore” name

Reginald Vanderbilt Harris (Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia and Past
Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada), a well known masonic
researcher and historian noted that the original family name was “MacLeod Moore.” While in
Ireland, the name became “hyphenated.” About 1854 however, Col. MacLeod Moore dropped the
“Moore” and many documents carry only “McLeod” (without the “a”). About 1868 he returned to the
original spelling “MacLeod Moore” and used it until his death in 1889. The name “MaclLeod” came
to the family through Col. MacLeod Moore’s great-grandmother, Amelia MacLeod, daughter of the
Clan MacLeod of MacLeod of Dunvegan Castle on the Isle of Skye.



Masonic Career

William James Bury MacLeod Moore was initiated, passed and raised at a special meeting of
Glenkindel Lodge, No. 333 SC, Aberdeen on August 17, 1827, when he was seventeen years of
age. The author, John Hill Burton, was also initiated, passed and raised at the same meeting. The
Master at that time was Major-General Sir Alexander Keith, K.C.B. In 1831, MacLeod Moore was
exalted to the Royal Arch degree and made a Mark Master Mason in St. Macher’s Chapter, No. 37
SC, Aberdeen. In 1843, when the 69th Foot was in Dublin, MacLeod Moore joined St. Patrick’s
Lodge and Chapter, No. 50 IC, and also Victoria Mark Lodge, No. 4 IC. On October 29, 1844, in
Boyle, Co. Roscommon, he was installed as High Knight Templar and Knight of Malta in the
Encampment attached to Lodge No. 242 IC (in the Roscommon Militia). He served as Senior
Warden in the Lodge.

In 1847, MacLeod Moore was transferred to Malta with the 69th Foot. He affiliated with the St.
John and St. Paul Lodge, No. 349 ER, in Valletta and in 1849 was installed as Worshipful Master.
[St. John and St. Paul Lodge was the oldest Lodge on Malta, and had been instituted by Judge
Waller Rodwell Wright (a former Grand Master of the Masonic Templars of England) on April 12,
1815, at the Hope Tavern Strada, Medozzi, Lavaletta—Ed.] MacLeod Moore also affiliated with
Union of Malta Lodge, No. 588 ER, Valletta and became Third Principal of its Royal Arch Chapter.
It was while he was here, on Malta, that he established Melita Encampment, No. 37, under a
Warrant from the Supreme Grand Conclave of England and Wales dated May 10, 1850. He was
named in the Warrant as the first Eminent Commander and although he filled that office, it does
not appear that he was Installed. [This Preceptory still exists and meets at the Masonic Hall,
Valletta—Ed.] It is a tribute to Colonel MacLeod Moore that he obtained the Warrant: apparently
the Supreme Grand Master, Col. Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, was at first doubtful whether he could
exercise jurisdiction outside of England, the Supreme Grand Conclave having been only revived
in 1846, after many years of inactivity.

By 1851 the 69th Foot was on assignment in Chichester Barracks, Portsmouth. The Minutes of
a meeting held on September 10, 1851, under the authority of Royal Naval Encampment, No. 2,
show that Sir Kt. Major Robb, Provincial Grand Commander for Hampshire acting under the
authority of a communication from the Grand Chancellor, Installed “Sir Kt. Captain W. J. B. Moore
of the 63rd Regt.” as Eminent Commander. [The use of “Moore” in the minutes and the error in the
regimental designation of “63” rather than the correct “69” are errors—Ed.] In 1852, Colonel
Kemeys Kemeys Tynte, Grand Master of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales, installed
Captain “Moore” as Second Grand Captain at the annual meeting, held in London.

In 1852, MacLeod Moore arrived in Canada and resided in Kingston. Here he joined Ancient St.
John’s Lodge, No. 491 ER (now No. 2 GRC), and Ancient Frontenac Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1,
both in Kingston. In the Chapter he was elected to the chair of Second Principal. He learned from
historic records of an old Encampment in Kingston which had earlier been attached to the Lodge
and Chapter, and set about to revive it. [The Warrant had apparently been issued in 1824 by the
Provincial Grand Superintendent of Royal Arch Masonry of Upper Canada, Ziba Marcus Philips—
Ed.] A Petition was subsequently prepared and sent to London, along with the “irregular” Warrant.
On March 10, 1854, the Supreme Grand Conclave of England and Wales issued a Warrant for
Hugh de Payens Encampment, Kingston, designating MacLeod Moore as its first Eminent
Commander. By resolution of the Supreme Grand Conclave on May 10, 1855, Hugh de Payens
Encampment was permitted to rank in the Grand Conclave from September 24, 1824, the date of



the original Warrant.

In 1854 MacLeod Moore was elected as Senior Grand Warden of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Canada West. In the same year he founded Corinthian Lodge, No. 50 (Ancient Grand Lodge of
Canada) at Ottawa. [This Lodge went into darkness in 1876—Ed.] He remained active in the
Ottawa area and worked hard for the formation of a new Royal Arch Chapter. Carleton Chapter,
No. 16 GRC, was established in 1863 and he was elected as First Principal. At the annual meeting
of Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada in 1863 he was elected to the Chair of Grand Second
Principal. [Regrettably, with a reduced membership of 25 Companions, Carleton Chapter No. 16
GRC, closed on March 16, 2016 and the Warrant was surrendered—Ed.]

During 1863 and 1864, MacLeod Moore travelled in the United States to observe the Northern
Army. In New York he obtained all the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. He also
received a Patent from lllustrious Brother Edward Hays, Supreme Grand Council 33°, empowering
MacLeod Moore to establish the Rite in Canada, conferring on him the rank of Deputy Inspector
General 33°, and naming him the representative of the Supreme Council, Northern Jurisdiction of
the United States. The Scottish Rite was apparently not regularly established in Canada until 1868
when the English Grand Council 33° affiliated him as a member and appointed him as their
representative.

In 1869, following the revival of the “Red Cross Order of Rome and Constantine” in England,
MacLeod Moore was appointed as representative and Chief Intendant General for the Dominion.
He was also elected as a Past Grand Viceroy of the Grand Council in England.

In 1871, MacLeod Moore established the degree of “Royal Ark Mariner.” In the same year he was
elected as a Past Most Puissant Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters
of New Brunswick.

In May 1872 he introduced the “Swedenborgian Rite” after receiving a Warrant of Constitution
from the Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Samuel Beswick, and the Supreme Grand Lodge and Temple
of the United States, constituting him Most Worshipful and Supreme Grand Master of the Lodge
and Temple for Canada. It was from this American body that the Grand Lodge and Temple of the
Rite in England derived its existence.

His other masonic activities were numerous and included: Royal Order of Scotland, for which he
established a Provincial Grand Lodge of Ontario in 1875; and the Rosicrucian Society, for which
he founded a College in Canada, becoming IX° and Superior Magus, deriving its authority directly
from His Imperial Highness, the Prince of Rhodocariakis, 1X, 33°, of Athens.

Growth of Knights Templary in Canada 1854-1890

MacLeod Moore worked zealously to establish and expand Knights Templary in Canada and by
1867 there were seven Encampments. These had been grouped by the Supreme Grand Conclave
into a Provincial Grand Conclave under his leadership as Provincial Grand Prior with jurisdiction
limited to Quebec and Ontario. Alexander Keith being Provincial Grand Prior under England and
Wales for the Maritime Provinces (Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and PEI). With the creation of the
Dominion of Canada on July 1, 1867, the status of the Canadian (i.e. Ontario and Quebec) body
was altered to that of a Grand Priory “holding under the Supreme Grand Conclave of England and



Wales” with Colonel Moore as Grand Prior, but still excluding the Maritimes. His title at this time
was that of “Grand Prior of the United Orders of the Temple and Hospital for the Dominion of
Canada.”

On March 14, 1873, the Convent General, embracing the Templar bodies of England, Scotland
and Ireland was formed, with HRH The Prince of Wales, as Grand Master of the entire Order, and
Queen Victoria as Patron of the Order. The growth of Templarism in Canada had reached a point,
that, with the death of Alexander Keith (December 14, 1873 in Halifax), MacLeod Moore was given
responsibility for the entire Dominion of Canada. On July 28, 1876, Grand Priory became the
National Great Priory of Canada with MacLeod Moore as the first Great Prior. His Installation took
place in Montreal on August 10, 1876.

Between 1876 and 1884, Colonel MacLeod Moore continued his work for further autonomy for
Canada. On July 8, 1884, the Grand Master of England, having absolved the Canadian body from
its allegiance to him as Grand Master, the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada was inaugurated and
Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore was elected as Supreme Grand Master ad vitam.

[Sources: John Ross Robertson, History of The Knights Templars of Canada, 1890, Hunter, Rose
& Co., Toronto; various notes by Reginald Vanderbilt Harris.]



The Provincial Grand Conclave for Canada (1855-1868)

THE

PROVINCIAL GRAND CONCLAVE FOR CANADA

UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF
THE SUPREME CONCLAVE OF THE ROYAL, EXALTED,
RELIGIOUS AND MILITARY ORDER
OF
MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
IN

ENGLAND AND WALES

Formed: October 9, 1855



1st Convocation—October 9, 1855—Kingston

The first page of the proceedings of the first Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand
Conclave for Canada, held on Tuesday, October 9, 1855, is worth quoting in its entirety because
of its importance for the subsequent development, expansion and value of the Order in Canada.

City of Kingston, C.W., 9th Oct. 1855.

The Very Eminent Frater Captain William Jas. Bury McLeod Moore, Provincial Grand
Commander of Masonic Knights Templar for Canada, by virtue of the Patent granted him on the
7th day of July, 1854, by the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master Colonel Charles Kemeys
Kemeys Tynte, of the Royal, Exalted, Religious and Military Order of Masonic Knights Templar in
England and Wales, opened and constituted this day at the City of Kingston, Canada West, in the
Hall of the Hugh de Payens Encampment, registered under the Grand Conclave of England and
Wales.

The first Provincial Grand Conclave for the Province of Canada, formed by members of the
three existing Masonic Knights Templar Encampments in Canada, viz: -

1st. The Hugh de Payens, of Kingston; Warrant dated 10th March, 1854.
2nd. The Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, of Toronto; date of Warrant, 8th November, 1854.

3rd.  William de la More the Martyr, of Quebec; date of Warrant, 28th July, 1855.

Thirteen Fraters from two of the three Encampments were in attendance on this momentous
occasion: William James Bury McLeod Moore, Ottawa (Provincial Grand Commander); James
Alexander Henderson (Eminent Commander, Hugh de Payens Encampment, Kingston); Thomas
Douglas Harrington (Eminent Commander of William de la More the Martyr, Quebec); and the
following members of Hugh de Payens Encampment: Fratres James FitzGibbon, of Ottawa; James
Hill Rowan of Kingston; John Charles Franck of Belleville; John Kerr of Kingston; William Hamilton
Ponton of Belleville; Robert Sellars of Kingston; Alfred Argyle Campbell of Belleville; Samuel
Staples Finden of Belleville; Samuel Deadman Fowler of Kingston; and A. H. Gibson (Equerry) of
Kingston.

The Warrant of appointment of the Provincial Grand Commander was read:

Frater C. K. K. TYNTE, S. G. M. ENGLAND AND WALES,

To all and every our Eminent Commanders and other Knights of the Royal,
Exalted, Religious and Military Order of Masonic Knights Templar:

HEALTH, PEACE, GOOD WILL,

WE, COLONEL CHARLES KEMEYS KEMEYS TYNTE, F. S. A, &c., Most Eminent and




Supreme Grand Master of the said Royal, Exalted, Religious and Military Order in England and
Wales, do hereby appoint our Brother and Knight, Captain William James Bury McLeod Moore, to
be our representative, with the rank of Provincial Grand Commander of the said Order in the
Province of Canada, and to be responsible to us, or our successors, for the proper discharge of
his duties, in the strict observance of the Rites and Ceremonies established by our predecessors,
as well as the Statutes and Laws and Ordinances enacted for the good government of the Order.

For which purpose we enjoin each and every Knight of our Exalted Order within the above
named Province, cheerfully to obey the commands of their Provincial Grand Commander,

WHOM GOD PRESERVE

In witness whereof, we have hereunto affixed our signature and Grand Seal of the Order,
this Seventh day of July, A.L. 5858, A.D. 1854, A.O. 736.

Seal of the United Religious and Military Orders of the Temple
and of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta,
in England and Wales, and the Dependencies Thereof

Following the opening of the Provincial Grand Conclave, Very Eminent Frater MacLeod Moore
appointed and invested the first officers: Very Eminent Frater James Alexander Henderson (Hugh
de Payens) as Deputy Provincial Grand Commander; Frater Colonel Alexander Gordon (Hugh de
Payens) as Provincial Grand Prior; Frater Rev. F. J. Lundy, D.C.L. (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as
Provincial Grand Prelate; Eminent Fraters Samuel Bickerton Harman (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar)
and Thomas Douglas Harington (William de la More the Martyr) as Provincial Grand Captains
commanding Columns; Frater Samuel Deadman Fowler (Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand
Registrar; Frater Samuel Staples Finden (Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand Treasurer; Frater
James FitzGibbon (Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand Chamberlain; Frater Thomas Gibbs
Ridout (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as Provincial Grand Hospitaller; Frater Francis Richardson
(Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as Provincial Grand Expert; Fraters Ellery Wanzer Palmer (Hugh de
Payens) and George Duggan (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as Provincial Grand Standard Bearers;
Frater John George Howard (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as Provincial Grand Almoner; Frater William
George Storm (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies; Frater
Frederick William Cumberland (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar) as Provincial Grand Aide de Camp; Frater
John Kerr (Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand Captain of Lines; Frater Alfred Argyle Campbell
(Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand Sword Bearer; Fraters William Murray Jamieson (Geoffrey
de St. Aldemar) and James Hill Rowan (Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand Heralds; and Frater
A. H. Gibson (Hugh de Payens) as Provincial Grand Equerry.

7



Only three items of business were conducted at the Assembly:

. to advise the Provincial Grand Conclave that, by resolution dated May 10, 1855, the
Supreme Grand Conclave of England and Wales, recognized the precedence of Hugh de
Payens Encampment as dating from February 12, 1824. This was the date of the
Encampment’s original Warrant of Constitution which had been issued by the Grand
Superintendent of Royal Arch Masonry in Upper Canada for the Encampment of St. John
(as it was then named). This Warrant had been surrendered to the Supreme Grand
Conclave;

. that a Code of Rules and Regulations for the guidance of the Provincial Grand Conclave
was to be prepared for consideration at the next meeting; and

. that due to the limited finances available, Officers Jewels would not be purchased and the
Provincial Grand Conclave would make use of the Jewels of Hugh de Payens
Encampment.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
2nd Convocation—December 22, 1856—Kingston

The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Frater William James Bury MacLeod Moore
welcomed the attendees to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on
Monday, December 22, 1856, in Kingston.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of October 9, 1855 were read and confirmed.

The Committee appointed to draft the Rules and Regulations for the guidance of the Provincial
Grand Conclave and Encampments under its jurisdiction, presented the proposal which was
accepted and approved. A copy of this document is included in the Appendices at the end of this
publication.

A letter was then read to the Attendees from the Office of the Grand Master of the General Grand
Encampment of the United States, dated December 1, 1855, advising all of its member
Encampments that the new organization “within the Province of Canada” was considered to be in
fraternal union and Knightly relation.”

A circular were then read, which had been issued by the Provincial Grand Prior, regarding the
adoption of the English style of Templar dress (Cap, Surcoat, Boots and Spurs).

A second circular was also read into the record and which had also been issued by the Provincial
Grand Commander. It was an explanation of the degrees which were required in order for a
“Canadian” Frater to be accepted in the United States (Entered Apprentice; Fellowcraft; Master
Mason; Mark Master Mason; Past Master; Most Excellent Master; Royal Arch; and “Knight of the
Red Cross”). It was noted that as the American system required degrees not necessary to attain
the Royal Arch in England and Wales, an English Frater would not be recognized and accepted
as a Knight Templar by his American colleagues.



Although no statistical information regarding the membership of the Order in Canada is provided
in the Proceedings, it was noted that no Annual Return had been received from Hugh de Payens
Encampment.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
3rd Convocation—July 17, 1857—Toronto

The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Frater William James Bury MacLeod Moore
welcomed the attendees to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on
Friday, July 17, 1857, in Toronto.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of December 22, 1856 in Kingston and a Special
Convocation on April 20, 1857 in Toronto (to consecrate the new Hall of Geoffrey de St. Aldemar),
together with the Statutes and Rules of the Provincial Grand Conclave, were read and confirmed.

The Provincial Grand Commander read extracts from the Proceedings of the Grand Conclave
of England and Wales, particularly regarding the issues of Warrants - July 28, 1855, for William
de la More the Martyr Encampment of Quebec, naming Eminent Frater Thomas Douglas Harington
as Eminent Commander and May 27, 1857, for Richard Coeur de Lion Encampment of London,
Canada West, naming Frater Thompson Wilson as Eminent Commander. He also read a circular
from the General Grand Encampment of the United States announcing a general Union of all
Encampments in the United States.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
4th Convocation—July 16, 1858—Toronto

Due to the illness of the Provincial Grand Commander, Eminent Frater Thomas Douglas
Harington, Provincial Grand Sub-Prior welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Annual
Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on Friday, July 16, 1858, in Toronto.

For the first time the Proceedings list “foreign” visitors who came from Mount Calvary
Encampment, Middleburgh, Vermont; Encampment No. 10, Hickman, Kentucky; and Utica
Encampment, New York.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 17, 1857 in Toronto, were read and confirmed.

The Address of Very Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore was read to the Assembly by Eminent
Knight Harington. In it, the Provincial Grand Commander noted that five members of the Provincial
Grand Conclave had been nominated as officers of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales
(Fratres James A. Henderson as Representative in the United States; Samuel B. Harman as Grand
Sub-Prior; Thomas D. Harington as Grand Chamberlain; Francis Richardson as Second Grand
Standard Bearer; and Col. Alex. Gordon, RE, as Provincial Grand Commander for Berkshire). He
also noted that the new Richard Coeur de Lion Encampment, London, was open and working.
Growth of the Order also continued outside the Province of Canada with the establishment of new
Provincial Grand Conclaves in India and Australia. Very Eminent Frater MacLeod Moore then
reviewed the origins of the Masonic Knights Templars and its establishment in England and Wales,



Scotland, Ireland and the United States. He advised that the Grand Chancellor of England and
Wales was working on a more common system which he hoped would be accepted, copies of
which were to be distributed to the Eminent Commanders of the four “Canadian” Encampments.
He also noted his desire to adopt the names of Hebrew months and the years “A.O.” in documents
of the Order in “Canada”, rather than the more common ones in use — “A.L.” and “A.D.”

The Proceedings of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales was then read.

Elections and appointments, and Investiture of the new officers of the Provincial Grand Conclave
of Canada was undertaken.

Attached to the Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 16, 1858 are two key documents:
(1) a copy of a Petition dated April 27, 1859, submitted by the Provincial Grand Commander to the
Grand Conclave of England and Wales, forwarding a request from the “Hamilton” Encampment,
Warrant 231 (Irish, dated October 25, 1855 according to Proceedings of July 15, 1859), wishing
to exchange their Irish Warrant for an English one to be known as Godfrey de Bouillon, and listing
Frater William Mercer Wilson as the first Eminent Commander; Frater Thomas B. Harris as the
First Captain and Frater Dougall Mclnnes as the Second Captain, and (2) a copy of the Circular
to Encampments dated April 5, 1859, from the Provincial Grand Commander, advising that the
Order of the Masonic Knights of Malta may be conferred in Encampments as an honorary degree
and it was to be understood that “. . . this degree is not to be mixed with the Templar ritual.”

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
5th Convocation—July 15, 1859—Kingston
The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on Friday,

July 15, 1859, in Kingston.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 16, 1858 in Toronto, were read and confirmed.
The Proceedings of the Grand Conclave of England and Wales (May 11, 1859) were read.

For the first time, Proceedings refer to the conferral of honorary membership in the Provincial
Grand Conclave on visitors: Very Eminent Fraters Philip C. Tucker of Mount Calvary Encampment,
Middleburgh, Vermont and Robert Morris of Encampment No. 10, Hickman, Kentucky.

Elections were held and appointments made and the Officers were Invested for the ensuing year.

No Address had been prepared by the Provincial Grand Commander due to his ill health.

The Provincial Grand Commander announced that a Warrant had been received from the Grand
Conclave of England and Wales, constituting the Godfrey de Bouillon Encampment at Hamilton,
taking its rank from the date of the surrendered Irish Warrant of October 25, 1855. The proposed
Eminent Commander, Frater William Mercer Wilson, being present, he was duly Installed. Eminent
Frater Thomas B. Harris was Installed as Past Eminent Commander.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
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6th Convocation—February 20, 1861—Belleville

The Proceedings read “A postponed General Assembly . . . . was held at . . . Belleville, on
Wednesday, 20th February 1861.” The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Frater W. J.
B. MacLeod Moore, was absent due the very difficult conditions of travel and Very Eminent Frater
Samuel D. Fowler, acting as Provincial Grand Commander, welcomed the attendees and visitors
to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 15, 1859 in Kingston, were read and confirmed.
Elections were held and appointments made and the Officers were Invested for the ensuing year.

Correspondence was read. A letter of condolence was authorized to be sent to the Grand
Conclave of England and Wales on the death of the Supreme Grand Master, Colonel Kemeys
Kemeys Tynte.

The recommendation of the Provincial Grand Prior regarding the introduction of the “Order or
Degree of Knights of the Sword, or Red Cross of Babylon, to assimilate with the degree required
in the United States as a prerequisite to the Templar Order” was discussed and referred to the
Deputy Grand Prior to report at the next Assembly.

The Assembly was advised that a Petition to form a new Encampment at Belleville had been
presented to the Provincial Grand Prior and he had issued a Warrant, dated June 7, 1861, to
permit the opening of King Baldwin Encampment. Frater J. C. Franck was named as the first
Eminent Commander; Col. A. A. Campbell, R.E., as the First Captain and Frater W. H. Ponton as
the Second Captain. Meetings were to be held on the last Mondays of January, April, July and
October. King Baldwin Encampment was subsequently Consecrated on August 26, 1861.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
7th Convocation—July 10-11, 1862—St. Catharines

The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on
Thursday and Friday, July 10 and 11, 1862, in St. Catharines.

The Proceedings of the Annual Convocation of February 20, 1861 in Belleville, were read and
confirmed.

In his Address the Provincial Grand Commander apologized for his absences due to iliness and
noted with regret the deaths of Colonel Kemeys Kemeys Tynte in the UK and that of the Canadian
Grand Chancellor, V. Em. Frater William Masson. He advised the Assembly of the recent decisions
by the Grand Conclave of England and Wales to permit Provincial Grand Conclaves to regulate
their own Fees of Honor and for Provincial Grand Commanders to grant dispensations for new
Warrants. With regard to Orders conferred in “Canada” he advised that Grand Conclave confirmed
that it regulated the Order of Knights of Malta (also called Rhodes and of Palestine, or Knights of
St. John of Jerusalem), and that all subordinate organizations (Provincial Grand Conclaves and
individual Encampments) were considered as authorized to use the official ritual which the
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Provincial Grand Commander had issued to each Eminent Commander. With regard to the “Red
Cross” he also advised that as the English Constitution was silent on the matter, the Provincial
Grand Commander should use his own judgement. In view of the issue of relations with US
Commanderies he had reviewed the “Red Cross” ritual as adopted in the US as well as other
related degrees and Orders and concluded that, for “Canada” the ritual in use in Ireland and
Scotland appeared the best suited as it also appeared to form the basis of the American degree.
The Provincial Grand Commander noted that the degree’s placement in Templarism in Ireland and
Scotland was somewhat strange insofar as it had nothing to do with Christian Masonry, but was
clearly linked with the Royal Arch and the dangers encountered in building the second Temple.

Amendments to Rules 1, Ill, IV, VII, VIIl and IX were moved, seconded, voted and carried.
Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.
The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
8th Convocation—August 12, 1863—Toronto
The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on

Wednesday, August 12, 1863, in Toronto.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 10-11, 1862, in St. Catharines, were read and
confirmed.

Annual Returns from subordinate Encampments were ordered to be called for but that dues
payable by them to the Provincial Grand Conclave were not to be exacted, having been declared
abolished. Instead the expenses of the Provincial Grand Conclave were to be defrayed by Fees
of Honor and, only if these were deemed insufficient, were Encampments to be levied with an
assessment.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

The Provincial Grand Commander announced that any business needing to be transacted during
his absence should be conducted by the Deputy Provincial Grand Commander, Eminent Sir Knight
Harington.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was informed that the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Canada had
formally recognised as honorary jewels to be worn thereat, those of the Orders of Knights Templar
and of Malta.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
9th Convocation—August 10, 1864—Quebec
The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Knight W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the

attendees and visitors to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on
Wednesday, August 10, 1864, in Quebec.
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The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 12, 1863, in Toronto, were read and
confirmed.

The Patent of the Deputy Provincial Grand Commander, Eminent Sir Knight Thomas Douglas
Harington, dated August 12, 1863, was read in full to the Assembly.

It was ordered that each of the Encampments be levied with an assessment sufficient to defray
the expenses of the Provincial Grand Conclave.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

A Petition dated November 30, 1863, to form a new Encampment at Montreal, to be called
Richard Coeur de Lion, meeting on the fourth Thursday of each month, was read to the Assembly.
A Dispensation to open the Encampment had been issued by the Provincial Grand Commander
on December 3, 1863 and would remain in force until a Warrant was received from the Grand
Conclave of England and Wales.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
10th Convocation—August 9, 1865—Prescott

The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Knight W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on
Wednesday, August 9, 1865, in Prescott, C.W.

Representatives from the seven Encampments (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; William de la More
the Martyr, Quebec; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton, Richard
Coeur de Lion, London; King Baldwin, Belleville and Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal) were
present. [This is first formal listing of accredited Preceptories — Ed.]

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 10, 1864 in Quebec, were read and
confirmed.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

The fees of honor were discussed and were amended by motion, seconded and carried. Eminent
Knights Thomas D. Harington and James S. Rowan were authorized to determine what payment
had been made to Hugh de Payens Encampment in respect of Jewels of the Provincial Grand
Conclave and whether any further payments were due. It was also adopted that all Sir Knights of
the Jurisdiction who had received the Order of the Temple would be presented with a Certificate
as a Knight Templar.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.

11th Convocation—August 15, 1866—St. Catharines

The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Knight W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the

attendees and visitors to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on
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Wednesday, August 15, 1866, in St. Catharines.

A a constitutional number of Encampments were present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Richard
Coeur de Lion, London; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; and King Baldwin, Belleville). Three
Encampments were not represented at the Annual Assembly (William de la More the Martyr,
Ottawa; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto; and Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 9, 1865, in Prescott, were read and
confirmed.

As there was no report on the amount due to Hugh de Payens in respect of jewels, due to the
absence of Eminent Sir Knight Harington, the Committee was continued and requested to report
at the next Annual Assembly. A Committee was established to review the Statutes and to report
at the next Assembly as to revisions which would be required.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

A Petition dated March 20, 1866, to form a new Encampment at St. Catharines — Plantagenet
— meeting on the second Monday of January, April, July and October, was read to the Assembly.
The Petition being recommended by the Provincial Grand Prior in his capacity as a Provincial
Grand Conclave Officer and also as Eminent Prior of Godfrey de Bouillon Encampment, a
Dispensation was to be authorized by the Provincial Grand Commander on August 15, 1866, and
would remain in force until a Warrant was received from the Grand Conclave of England and
Wales.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
12th Convocation—August 14, 1867—Ottawa

The Provincial Grand Commander, Very Eminent Knight W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed all
attendees to the Annual Convocation of the Provincial Grand Conclave, held on Wednesday,
August 14, 1867, in Ottawa.

A constitutional number of Encampments was present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; William de
la More the Martyr, Quebec; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; King Baldwin, Belleville and
Plantagenet, St. Catharines). Three Encampments were not represented (Geoffrey de St. Aldemar,
Toronto; Richard Coeur de Lion, London; and Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 15, 1866, in St. Catharines, were read and
confirmed.

In his Address the Provincial Grand Commander noted that the creation of the new Dominion of
Canada would likely create a need for change in respect of the Order in Canada. He suggested
that the Provincial Grand Conclave should apply to the Grand Conclave of England and Wales to
appoint a Colonial Deputy Grand Master with the power to appoint Provincial Grand Conclaves
under him for the different Provinces of the new Dominion. He also advised the Assembly of the
steady move to create a Convention of the Grand Bodies in Scotland, Ireland and England and
Wales which he saw as creating an established Order with same ritual, landmarks and Christian
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principles. He commented that the ceremonies adopted in the US had, in his opinion, moved away
from the original which was extant in Europe. These changes he saw as originating with Thomas
Smith Webb, particularly in reference to the “Red Cross.”

The Provincial Grand Commander noted the growth of Knights Templary in the Province of
Canada. He advised that he had received a Warrant for Plantagenet Encampment (no date is
indicated in the Proceedings) and that he had issued a Dispensation for the formation of a new
Encampment at Stanstead in the Eastern Townships and had consequently applied to England for
a Warrant (no date is shown for the date of Dispensation although May 25, 1867 appears in CMRA
Volume 3 Paper 85 June 6, 1966 by Most Eminent Knight John Ross Beattie). This new
Encampment had chosen the name “Plantagenet”, which was already in use by Plantagenet
Encampment of St. Catharines, and had agreed instead, to adopt the name “Sussex.” He noted
that he had again applied for a Warrant for Richard Coeur de Lion in Montreal as no Warrant had
been received when originally requested. [It is interesting to note that McLeod Moore refers to the
Encampment as “. . . for some time dormant.” He also noted that the Encampment had been
appearing in the Roll of Encampments of England and Wales since 1864 — Ed.] He also noted that
he had received a Petition from members of the Scottish Orders of the Temple in St. John, NB, to
permit them to open a Priory of St. John. He noted that there was a Provincial Grand Commander
for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick listed in the Proceedings of the Grand Conclave of England
and Wales although he was led to believe “(that) he does not hold active jurisdiction.” He also
advised the Assembly that the Warrant of William de la More the Martyr Encampment was in the
hands of the Deputy Grand Commander (Harington) and that it was not considered expedient to
leave the Warrant in Quebec or again open the Encampment [no details were provided in the
Proceedings]. The Provincial Grand Commander gave approval for the removal of William de la
More the Martyr Encampment from Quebec to Ottawa. While he noted the existence of seven
Encampments (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto; Godfrey de Bouillon,
Hamilton, Richard Coeur de Lion, London; Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Plantagenet, St.
Catharines and Plantagenet/Sussex, Stanstead) , he also referred to Geoffrey de St. Aldemar as
“. .. obsolete, having unfortunately lost by fire the greater part of the documents and property . .
. that the Eminent Commander had not complied with the terms on which he received the Warrant
... (which should have been returned to the Provincial Grand Commander) when the Encampment
ceased to exist.”

With regard to the expansion of the Masonic fraternity, the Provincial Grand Commander advised
that he had recently received approval from the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 33°, for the
Northern Jurisdiction of the United States, to establish a Grand Council in the Dominion of Canada.

Regarding the amount due to Hugh de Payens in respect of jewels, it was agreed that the
Encampment would refund to the Provincial Grand Conclave the amount it paid towards the original
cost and that the Encampment would then retain the jewels. The amendments proposed to the
Statutes were approved and the printing of a new edition of the Statutes was left to the Provincial
Grand Commander.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

The Provincial Grand Conclave was closed in proper form.
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Grand Priory for the Dominion of Canada (1868-1876)

THE
GRAND PRIORY

OF THE UNITED ORDERS OF THE

TEMPLE AND HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM,
PALESTINE, RHODES AND MALTA, &c., &c.
FOR THE
DOMINION OF CANADA
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF
THE SUPREME CONCLAVE OF THE ROYAL, EXALTED,
RELIGIOUS AND MILITARY ORDER OF
MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN

ENGLAND AND WALES

Formed: May 1, 1868
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1st Assembly—August 14, 1868—Montreal

The Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada, Very Eminent Knight Colonel W. J. B. MacLeod
Moore, welcomed attendees to the Annual Assembly of the Grand Priory of the Dominion of
Canada, on August 12, 1868, in Montreal.

WILLIAM STUART Grand Master

To all and every our Eminent Commanders, and other Eminent Knights and Companions of the
Royal, Exalted, Religious and Military Order of Grand Elected Knights Templar Hospitallers of St.
John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta.

Health Peace Goodwill

WE, Sir Knight William Stuart, Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master of the Most
Exalted, Religious, and Military Order in England and Wales, and of the Colonial Dependencies of
the British Crown, do hereby appoint Sir Knight Colonel WM. JAS. BURY McLEOD MOORE, Grand
Prior of the Dominion of Canada, to be responsible to us and our successors for the proper
discharge of his duties, in strict observance of the Rites and Ceremonies established by our
Predecessors, as well as the Statutes, Laws and Ordinances enacted for the good Government
of the Order, for which purpose we enjoin each and every Knight of our Exalted Order, within the
above Dominion, cheerfully to obey the commands of their Grand Prior,

WHOM GOD PRESERVE

In witness whereof, we have affixed our Signature and the Grand Seal of the Order, this first
day of May, A.L. 5872, A.D. 1868, A.O. 750.

[SEAL] John Huyshe
Deputy Grand Master
Joseph Lavender
Grand Registrar

Eight Encampments were present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; William de la More the Martyr,
Ottawa; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London; King Baldwin. Belleville;
Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Plantagenet, St. Catharines and Sussex, Stanstead. Geoffrey
de St. Aldemar, Toronto was not represented.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 14, 1867, in St. Catharines, were read and
confirmed.

In his Address the Grand Prior reported on the very close relations between the Grand Priory of
Canada and England and the decision to permit Canada to retain, for local purposes, half the fees
and as much of the Benevolence Funds as required to meet local needs. Part of the close relation
was felt to be a result of the Order remaining under the authority of England and Wales, rather than
separating to create a separate Grand Body as had occurred with the creation of the Grand Lodge
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of Canada. He referred to the recent Convention between England and Wales and Scotland and
advised that he had received a copy of it and he hoped that the inclusion of Ireland would not be
too far off.

With regard to developments of the Order in Canada, the Grand Prior advised that King Baldwin,
Belleville, had been struck off the rolls and Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto was “held in
abeyance,” both having for some time ceased to assemble or to provide Annual Returns. In the
case of King Baldwin he reported that all its records and furniture had been destroyed by fire and
that Geoffrey de St. Aldemar had lost some of its materiel by fire.

The Grand Prior also updated the Assembly on developments to establish the Scottish Rite in
the Dominion. As authority rested with the British Supreme Council, they had conferred the rank
of Active 33° on Sir Knight McLeod Moore. Acting on his authority he advised that he had formed
a Grand Consistory 32° and Rose Croix 18° Chapter at Hamilton and a Rose Croix 18° Chapter
at London.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

It was resolved that a Committee be formed to devise the best method for printing the
proceedings of the Grand Conclave in convenient form.

The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
2nd Assembly—August 14, 1869—Kingston

Very Eminent Frater Samuel D. Fowler, Past Provincial Deputy Commander and Prior welcomed
the attendees and visitors to the Annual Assembly of the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada,
held on Wednesday, August 11, 1869, in Kingston. His welcome was extended on behalf of the
Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada, Very Eminent Knight Colonel William James Bury
MacLeod Moore, who was unable to travel due to illness.

All ten Encampments were present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; William de la More the Martyr,
Ottawa; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion,
London; King Baldwin, Belleville; Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Plantagenet, St. Catharines;
Sussex, Stanstead and Hurontario, Collingwood).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 12, 1868, in Montreal, were read and
confirmed.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

It was resolved that the Grand Chancellor was authorized to arrange for the printing of the
Proceedings of the Provincial Grand Conclave from its organization with the actual number printed
being left to his discretion.

It was resolved that the Grand Priory pay to Hugh de Payens Encampment, $44.00 in full of all

claims for the Jewels and Collars originally purchased for the use of the Provincial Grand Conclave.
These items were then handed over to the Grand Chancellor.
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The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
3rd Assembly—-August 10, 1870—Quebec

The Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada, Very Eminent Sir Knight Colonel William James
Bury MacLeod Moore, welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Annual Assembly of the Grand
Priory of the Dominion of Canada, held on Wednesday, August 10, 1870, in Quebec.

A constitutional number of Encampments were present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey de
St. Aldemar, Toronto; William de la More the Martyr, Ottawa; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; King
Baldwin, Belleville; Plantagenet, St. Catharines; Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Sussex,
Stanstead; Hurontario, Collingwood; Mount Calvary, Orillia; and Moore, Peterborough. Only
Richard Coeur de Lion of London was not represented at the Annual Assembly.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 10, 1869, in Kingston, were read and
confirmed.

The Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada thanked the members of the Order in Canada for
their support during his extended illness which had prevented his attending the 1869 Assembly. He
reported on recent difficulties between the Supreme Conclave of England and Wales, the Provincial
Grand Conclave of Knights Templar of Nova Scotia (Alexander Keith) and the Chapter General of
Scotland regarding the issue of a Dispensation to Fratres in St. John, New Brunswick, to open
Union de Molay Encampment. The St. John Fratres, having applied for a Warrant and not receiving
a reply had applied to the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada and, on being assured that no
action had been taken from their earlier attempts, a Dispensation had been issued. This had been
contested by the Chapter General as an infringement of Jurisdiction and England had subsequently
instructed the Provincial Grand Conclave of Nova Scotia (Alexander Keith apparently had indicated
that he did not believe his authority extended outside Nova Scotia to cover New Brunswick) to issue
a Dispensation.

The Grand Prior noted that growth in the Order had been very strong and that there were now
thirteen Encampments on the roll, not counting Union de Molay in St. John and Nova Scotia in
Halifax. Of the thirteen Encampments, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar of Toronto had been revived and
three new ones had been established since the Assembly of August 10, 1869: Hurontario at
Collingwood; Moore at Peterborough and Mount Calvary at Barrie. He reminded the Assembly of
the need to adhere to the dates for submission of Annual Returns as these had to be forwarded
to the Grand Conclave of England. With regard to growth of the Order, however, Eminent Sir
Knight McLeod Moore noted that there had been laxity on the selection of candidates whose
character did not conform to what was required.

Relations with the United States were increasing with exchange of representatives with Georgia
and greater fraternal visitations between Canadian and American Encampments. However the
Grand Prior indicated that the American approach of public processions in uniform and with bands,
was not something that England and Wales, or Canada, would undertake. He reminded the
Assembly that relations with the United States required that the Red Cross degree, which is not
practiced in England in connection with Knights Templary, was required and that he would continue
to issue Dispensations to work the degree in Encampments.

20



With regard to uniform, the Grand Prior indicated that the apron should be set aside and the
white surcoat, which was normally worn by the original Knights Templars over their armour, should
be worn.

The Grand Prior commented on the feeling within the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada
that a separation from England and Wales would be desirable. In part the feeling had arisen over
the matter of Union de Molay and also due to the Grand Conclave of England and Wales
communicating directly with Encampments regarding an increase in fees. Sir Knight McLeod Moore
felt that the matter of the “uniqueness” of Canadian Encampments should be put to Grand
Conclave which could well have the effect making the Grand Priory as powerful without a
separation as it would be with one. He did, however, form a Committee to look into the matter,
consult with the various Encampments and report to the next Assembly.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.
The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
4th Assembly—August 10, 1871—Hamilton

The Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada, Very Eminent Knight Colonel William James Bury
MacLeod Moore, welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Annual Assembly of the Grand Priory
of the Dominion of Canada, held on Thursday, August 10, 1871, in Hamilton.

A constitutional number of Encampments was present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey de
St. Aldemar, Toronto; William de la More the Martyr, Ottawa; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton;
Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Sussex, Stanstead; Plantagenet, St. Catharines; Hurontario,
Collingwood; Mount Calvary, Orillia; Moore, Peterborough and Harington, Trenton). Two
Encampments were not represented at the Annual Assembly (King Baldwin, Belleville and Richard
Coeur de Lion, London).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 10, 1870, in Quebec, were read and
confirmed.

The Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada noted that he had not received the report of the
Committee on the future of the Order in Canada (independence or separation from England and
Wales) but he indicated that he remained loyal to the Supreme Grand Conclave and felt that the
Order in Canada was far superior as a result of the relationship. In this vein he commented on what
he considered the “deplorable” situation resulting from the separation of Quebec Lodges from the
Grand Lodge of Canada to form their own separate Jurisdiction. He noted that this matter had little
bearing on the Grand Priory and that, as long as a Royal Arch Companion was in good standing,
his Petition to join the Order would be accepted. He did note that any attempt to make the degrees
of the “Royal and Select Masters” prerequisites to entry into Knights Templary would be a violation
of the system under which the Order was worked in Canada. It would appear that this was being
raised as the “Red Cross” which was worked in Canadian Encampments (not as a mandatory
degree preceding the Knight Templar, but in order to provide an easier entree into American
Commanderies) was now also being administered and worked under the authority of Councils of
Royal and Select Masters. He also clarified that the “Red Cross” degree referred to here [now
called the lllustrious Order of the Red Cross] was a distinct and totally different one to the “Red
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Cross of Constantine.”

With regard to growth of the Order, the Grand Prior advised that the Supreme Grand Master had
signed a Warrant on April 14, 1871, to open Harington Encampment at Trenton. In addition, he
reported the “revival” of Richard Coeur de Lion Encampment in Montreal. But growth was offset
with difficulties and the Grand Prior advised the Assembly that he had suspended the Warrant of
Richard Coeur de Lion Encampment, London, stating: “For upwards of twelve months a party
feeling had sprung up in the Encampment quite a variance with the teachings and principles of the
Order, disputes and recriminations took place relating principally to the election of an Eminent
Commander. On carefully investigating the matter | considered it my duty to suspend the Warrant
and close the Encampment. The Past Eminent Commander at once complied and with the demand
to surrender the Warrant to the Dominion Grand Chancellor, stating that the Registrar of the
Encampment, Frater Thomas F. McMullen, who was the Eminent Commander elect, and with
whom and the other officers the disagreement originated, refused to deliver up the minute and cash
books. I directed the Grand Chancellor to apply to him direct. This application, although sufficient
time had been allowed, was not attended to, when | caused another to be made, pointing out the
great impropriety of his conduct, and that it rendered him liable to the penalty of suspension. This
Frater persisting in his contumacious conduct, violating his vows to the Order and the duty he owed
to his superiors, | have suspended from all the privileges of a Knight Templar, and reported the
circumstances to the Supreme Grand Conclave of England.”

The Grand Prior again reminded the Encampments and their officers and members of the need
for scrutiny in reviewing petitions from candidates. This was a Christian Order and not intended to
grant “higher rank” to Freemasons.

A detailed financial statement is provided which shows: funds carried forward from previous year
$185.98; revenues of $357.68; expenses of $170.00; leaving a balance carried forward of $369.07.
[This is the first time in the Proceedings that a financial statement is provided—Ed.]

In addition, for the first time in the Proceedings there is a listing entitled “Roll of Encampments
and Priories of the United Orders of the Temple and Hospital, Under the Supreme Grand Conclave
of England and Wales, in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, Dominion of Canada” which lists
the thirteen Encampments in existence by August 10, 1871.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.
The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
5th Assembly—August 15, 1872—Hamilton

The Provincial Grand Commander for Ontario, Very Eminent Frater S. B. Harman, welcomed the
attendees to the Annual Assembly held on Thursday, August 15, 1872, in Hamilton.

Encampments present included Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto;
Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London; King Baldwin, Belleville; Richard
Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Plantagenet, St. Catharines; Hurontario, Collingwood; St. John the
Almoner, Whitby; Gondemar, Maitland; and Odo de St. Armand, Toronto. Absent were William de
la More the Martyr, Ottawa; Sussex, Stanstead; Mount Calvary, Orillia; Moore, Peterborough and
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Harington, Trenton.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 10, 1871, in Hamilton, having been printed
and distributed were accepted as read and confirmed.

The Grand Prior Address was read out Very Eminent Frater Harman. Growth in the Order around
the world was strong, and within the Dominion of Canada four new Encampments had been
formed—Gondemar at Maitland; St. John the Aimoner, Whitby; Palestine, Port Hope; and Odo de
St. Armand, Toronto. He reported that the arrested Warrant of Richard Coeur de Lion, London had
been replaced with a Dispensation for a new Encampment for the same Fraters and that Frater
Thomas McMullen, who had been the cause of the problems had apologized and had taken a
Demit from the Order (rather than be suspended) on the understanding that he would not join an
Encampment within the Dominion of Canada.

With regard to the desire of some of the members of the Order in Canada to hold public
processions of the type favored in the United States, Eminent Frater MacLeod Moore noted that
the Order “was not meant for public scrutiny” and he was not prepared to condone these actions.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years balance
of $369.07, revenues $596.09, disbursements $753.28, leaving a balance of funds of $211.88.

The Grand Treasurer was elected but due to the absence of the Grand Prior other Grand
appointments could not be made, but were to be included with the printed Proceedings.

The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
6th Assembly—August 14, 1873—Kingston

The Grand Prior, Very Eminent Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, welcomed the attendees and
visitors to the Annual Assembly of the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada, held on Thursday,
August 14, 1873, in Kingston.

A a constitutional number of Encampments were present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey
de St. Aldemar, Toronto; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London; King
Baldwin, Belleville; Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Plantagenet, St. Catharines; Hurontario,
Collingwood; Moore, Peterborough; St. John the Almoner Encampment, Whitby; Gondemar,
Maitland; and Odo de St. Armand, Toronto). Four were absent (William de la More the Martyr,
Ottawa; Sussex, Stanstead; Mount Calvary, Orillia; and Harington, Trenton).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 15, 1872, in Hamilton, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

In his Address V. Em. Frater MacLeod Moore reviewed the early history of Knights Templary in
Kingston and the evolution to a formal organization, first as the Provincial Grand Conclave and then
as the Grand Priory for the Dominion of Canada. From this he raised the reorganization of the
Order in England and the establishment of the Convent General, albeit without the support of
Scotland which had remained aloof, fearing loss of their independence. While the Grand Prior
believed it was very appropriate to retain the expression “Masonic Knights Templar” in the formal

23



title, he noted that the removal of the apron as part of the regalia was long overdue as it was an
item more fitting for other bodies, but not for soldier-Templars, whose uniform was totally different.
He also noted that changing the titles of rank in an Encampment (First and Second Captains
becoming Constable and Marshal) was a return to the original titles used by the Templar Order.
He assured the members of the Order that these changes did not contain any material change in
the nature of the Order—a position which he expressed in a Communication to all Encampments
dated April 25, 1873 and which is attached to the Proceedings along with a Memorial to England
of the same date expressing the support and fealty of the Order in Canada and also requesting the
formation of the Great Priory for the Dominion of Canada.

With regard to the growth of the Order in Canada, the Grand Prior advised that he had visited
some Encampments and found them flourishing. But, he advised the Assembly, William de la More
the Martyr Encampment of Ottawa had been struck from the Rolls as it had failed to meet “for
sometime.” The Warrant had been returned to the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada and
had been forwarded to England.

The formal recognition of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars USA of the Red Cross
degree as worked and granted by the Grand Priory of Canada, as approved at their (US)
Assembly, September 19-23, 1871, was read and entered into the record.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $211.88, revenues $990.64, disbursements $744.88, leaving a balance of funds of $457.64.

Correspondence received from New Brunswick, dated July 30, 1873, with regard to the proposed
formation of the Great Priory for the Dominion of Canada, was read. The proposal of the Union de
Molay Preceptory and Priory, No. 104 ER, St. John, NB, in support of the move was also read and
the representative of that Preceptory, Eminent Preceptor David Ransom Munro, 33°, was received.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.
The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
7th Assembly—October 15, 1874—Ottawa

The Grand Prior, Very Eminent Frater W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, 33°, welcomed the attendees
and visitors to the Annual Assembly of the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada, held on
Thursday, October 15, 1874, in Ottawa.

A constitutional number of Preceptories was present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey de
St. Aldemar, Toronto; Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London; King
Baldwin, Belleville; Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal; Plantagenet, St. Catharines; Hurontario,
Collingwood; Union de Molay, St. John, NB; Mount Calvary, Orillia; Moore, Peterborough; St. John
the Almoner, Whitby; Gondemar, Maitland; and Odo de St. Armand, Toronto. Two were absent
(Sussex, Stanstead; and Harington, Trenton). William de la More the Martyr, Ottawa had
surrendered its Warrant the previous year and closed.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 14, 1873, in Kingston, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.
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In his Address the Grand Prior noted the delay in convening the Annual Assembly due to the
illness and death of the Grand Chancellor, Very Eminent Knight Thomas Bird Harris on August 18,
1874, from Typhoid fever. He also noted the death of the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of Ireland
and Great Prior of Ireland, on October 9, 1874.

Frater MacLeod Moore advised that he was unable to confirm the approval for the National Great
Priory of the Dominion of Canada by the Convent General due only to the fact that the body had
not yet convened its regular meeting. He noted that while his Patent as Grand Prior had given him
authority over the entire Dominion of Canada, he had not taken the authority during the lifetime of
Eminent Frater Alexander Keith of Halifax, who had held a Patent from Sovereign Great Priory as
Provincial Grand Prior and which had never been rescinded or altered in any way. The death of
Alexander Keith on December 17, 1873, had permitted the move to consolidate jurisdiction across
the entire Dominion. He noted that this consolidation would increase the number of
Encampments/Preceptories by two: the Scottish Encampment at St. John, NB, and the Irish one
at L'Orignal (near Hawkesbury), Ontario. But the sheer size of the Jurisdiction necessitated the
formation of Districts to be administered by a Provincial Prior, as follows (they are named in the
order as they are listed in the Proceedings): Eastern Division—Kingston and all Preceptories east
of the river Trent; Central Division—Toronto and all Preceptories west of the river Trent; Western
Division—Hamilton and all Preceptories west of the Credit River; Quebec; and New Brunswick &
Nova Scotia.

[Special Note on the Irish Encampment at L’Orignal. Its parent, St. John’s Lodge, was warranted
on March 15, 1844 by the Grand Lodge of Ireland as No. 159 IC, to meet at “Hawksbury” (sic). In
the Irish tradition it quickly obtained authority to hold a Royal Arch Chapter and by 1852 it was in
possession of a warrant for a KT Encampment. The Chapter and Encampment met under the
number of the Lodge warrant as “159.” The Lodge did not affiliate with the new Grand Lodge A.F.
& A.M. of Canada until 1888 when it received warrant No. “21a GRC” and continues to work as
such. The Chapter appears to have closed but members of the Lodge reactivated it in 1906 when
it received Warrant No. 148 GRC. The KT Warrant disappeared during the 1860s as did the books
and records—Ed.]

The Grand Prior outlined briefly the duties of the Provincial Priors — to represent the authority
of the Grand Prior, maintain the regularity of the work, observance of the Statutes, and to display,
through personal action, the standards of the Order.

The Grand Prior noted that several Preceptories had failed to submit annual returns — King
Baldwin, Moore, Mount Calvary, Palestine and Richard Coeur de Lion of London. He noted that
Harington Preceptory was “under virtual suspension.” In spite of these difficulties there was growth
in the Order as measured by the issue of a Dispensation to open St. Bernard de Clairveaux
Preceptory at Dunnville. He also remarked on the need for Presiding Preceptors and officers to
attend to the administration of their Preceptories, ensuring that By-Laws are in place and followed,
along with the Statutes of the Order. This moved him to comment, again, on the need for close
scrutiny of applicants for Orders in order to maintain the high standards expected. A revised ritual
for Openings and Closings and for Installation had been developed and would be issued to
Presiding Preceptors.

A Committee was established to prepare a new set of Statutes for the expected National Great
Priory of Canada. He also spoke on the use of the expression “United Military and Religious
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Orders” in the title of the Order and also of the removal of the word “Masonic” from the expression
“Masonic Knights Templars.” But in no way did any of these “adjustments” change either the
fundamental nature of the Order or its close affinity with Freemasonry.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $457.64, revenues $762.74, disbursements $380.15, leaving a balance of funds of $585.13.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

It was moved and approved that a Memorial be prepared and transmitted to the Convent General
of England and Wales requesting the establishment of a Great Priory of the Dominion of Canada,
under England and Wales, in view of the fact that Canada was considered as much a “Nationality”
as were England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland.

For the first time in the Proceedings there is an Appendix with the report of the Committee on
Correspondence (i.e. Fraternal Relations) listing twenty-five State Grand Commanderies, holding
authority under the Grand Encampment Knights Templar of the USA and the Convent General of
Great Britain.

The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.

Included in the Proceedings is a copy of the “Grand Prior’s’ Patent, Grand Cross” from England
which is reproduced on the following page. It might be noted the spelling of “McLeod” in MacLeod

Moore.
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MILITIA TEMPLI
ALBERT EDWARD P.
In the name of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.
Know ye who shall see or hear these presents:

THAT WE, ALBERT EDWARD, PRINCE OF WALES, High Steward of Scotland; Duke of
Saxony, Rothesay, and Cornwall; Earl of Dublin, Carrick and Chester; Baron of Renfrew, and Lord
of the Isles; of the Privy Council of Our Lady the Queen; and a General in the Army; Past Grand
Master of the Freemasons; and a Bencher of the Society of the Middle Temple; Knight of the Order
of the Garter, the Thistle, St. Patrick, the Bath, the Star of India, the Golden Fleece, and the
Elephant; Doctor of Laws, &c., &c., &c.; By the Grace of God and the suffrages of the Brethren our
Fellow Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon of Jerusalem, Most Eminent and Supreme
Grand Master, HAVE OF OUR OWN SPECIAL GRACE, on account of his own distinguished
deserts, conferred on our Fellow Soldier, and Brother, Colonel WILLIAM J. BURY McLEOD
MOORE, Grand Prior of the Dominion of Canada, the Rank, Dignity and Honor of GRAND CROSS
of our aforesaid Order, with all and singular the privileges, honors, and immunities, to the aforesaid
Degree now or hereafter lawfully appertaining.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF we have commanded these Letters to be made Patent, and
confirmed with the Seal of our Order.

DATED AT OUR PALACE OF MARLBOROUGH, on the day of St. Patrick, in the Year of
Our Saviour Jesus Christ the one thousand eight hundred and seventy-third and of our Order, the
seven hundred and fifty-fifth.

Witnesses, -- J. F. TOWNSEND,
Arch-Chancellor
[SEAL] PATRICK Mac. C. DeCOLQUHOUN,
Arch-Registrar

8th Assembly—August 12, 1875—St. Catharines

The Grand Sub Prior, Very Eminent Frater S. B. Harman, 18°, welcomed the attendees and
visitors to the Annual Assembly of the Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada, held on Thursday,
August 12, 1875, in St. Catharines. He announced that Very Eminent Frater MacLeod Moore,
G.C.T., was absent through illness and that, although partially recovered, was not strong enough
to make the journey from Laprairie to St. Catharines.

Fifteen Preceptories were present (Hugh de Payens, Kingston; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto;

Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London; King Baldwin, Belleville; Richard
Coeurde Lion, Montreal; Sussex, Stanstead; Plantagenet, St. Catharines; Hurontario, Collingwood,;
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Moore, Peterborough; St. John the Almoner, Whitby; Gondemar, Maitland; Odo de St. Armand,
Toronto; Palestine, Port Hope and St. Bernard de Clairveaux, Dunnville). Three were not
represented (Harington, Trenton; Union de Molay, St. John, NB; and Mount Calvary, Orillia).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of October 15, 1874, in Ottawa, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

The Address of the Grand Prior was delivered to the Assembly. Init, V. Em. Fr. MacLeod Moore,
G.C.T. reviewed the developments regarding the Memorial requesting the establishment of the
National Great Priory for the Dominion of Canada and the lack of response from England which,
he noted, was occasioned by the absence of HRH The Prince of Wales on the Continent. He
requested that the Assembly forebear from any untoward action which would weaken, notimprove,
the condition of the Order, particularly to hold back from any discussion or action for a complete
break-away and independent formation. He commented on the negative reaction from some
Preceptories regarding the recent changes in the Statutes originating from changes in England
since the creation of the Convent General, including the changes of titles of officers and removal
of the word “Masonic” from the term “Masonic Knights Templar”.

The Grand Prior noted that, in spite of growth in the Order in Canada, death inexorably reduced
the ranks of the Order, citing the recent death of Judge William Mercer Wilson on January 16, 1875
at Simcoe, the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada and of many other
bodies, including Knights Templar and the then Provincial Grand Prior for Western Ontario.

The Grand Prior noted that all but two of the Preceptories were in good standing. Mount Calvary,
Orillia, was cited as making every effort to be placed back on the active Roll and Harington,
Trenton which was described as virtually extinct and had never made any Annual Returns since
its Warrant had been issued, was understood to be meeting to discuss its reactivation. He advised
that both Preceptories would remain under suspension until full returns and payments were made.
He also advised that Sussex Preceptory had been removed from Dunham to Montreal as it had
been unable to assemble a quorum in the former location.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $585.13, revenues $919.12, disbursements $396.00, leaving a balance of funds of $383.52.

A Petition was read from members of the Order to form a new Preceptory to be called “Kent” at
Chatham and its was moved by the Assembly that the Grand Prior be requested to issue a
Dispensation for the Preceptory to meet, while forwarding the Petition to England for issue of a
Warrant.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year.

Membership data is attached to the Proceedings for the first time. The Synopsis of Returns
shows nineteen Preceptories with a total membership of 584 members.

The Grand Priory of the Dominion of Canada was closed in proper form.
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The National Great Priory of Canada (1876-1884)

THE
NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA

OF THE UNITED ORDERS OF THE

TEMPLE AND HOSPITAL OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM,
PALESTINE, RHODES AND MALTA, &c., &c.
FOR THE
DOMINION OF CANADA
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF

THE SUPREME CONCLAVE OF THE ROYAL, EXALTED,

RELIGIOUS AND MILITARY ORDER

OF MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Formed: August 10, 1876
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9th (Final) Assembly of the Grand Priory for the Dominion of Canada
and
Inauguration Assembly of August 10, 1876—Montreal
of the
National Great Priory of Canada (1876-1884)

1st Assembly—August 10, 1876—Montreal

Very Eminent Frater, Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Grand Prior
welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Final Assembly (9th) of the Grand Priory of the
Dominion of Canada and the Inauguration Assembly of the National Great Priory of Canada, held
on Thursday, August 10, 1876, in the Royal Albert Hall, Montreal.

A constitutional number of Preceptories were present:

. District of Ontario (East)—[Hugh de Payens, Kingston; King Baldwin, Belleville; and
Gondemar, Maitland. Harington, Trenton is listed but no representatives shown];

. District of Ontario (Centre)—[Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto; Hurontario Encampment,
Collingwood; Moore Encampment, Peterborough; St. John the Almoner Encampment,
Whitby; and Odo de St. Armand, Toronto. Mount Calvary, Orillia and Palestine, Port Hope
are listed but with no representatives shown];

. District of Ontario (West)—[Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London;
Plantagenet, St. Catharines; and St. Bernard de Clairveaux, Dunnville; and

. District of Quebec [Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal and Sussex, Montreal (ex Stanstead)].

The District of New Brunswick & Nova Scotia (Union de Molay, St. John, NB and Halifax
Preceptory of Halifax) are not listed as being represented.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 12, 1875, in St. Catharines, having been
printed and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

The Grand Prior advised that the creation of the National Great Priory of Canada was delayed
until the Convent General met (October 19, 1875). He explained that remaining under the Convent
General brought together the bodies of Ireland and England and Wales and the Dominions
(although it was regretted that Scotland had not joined). He also noted that any attempt to integrate
the British and American systems of Knights Templary was not possible because of their
fundamental differences—in the United States the Order is a basic component of Freemasonry and
cannot be separated from it whereas in Britain and the Dominions Knights Templary “is related to
but separated from” Freemasonry. A major difference was the British system of one degree and
the American of three, with Canada being caught between both, requiring the Knight Templar Order
(British) but permitting Preceptories to work the Honourary Orders of Malta and Red Cross to
enable visiting Canadian members of the Order to be accepted by their American Fratres and
permitted to enter their Encampments. Colonel MacLeod Moore reminded the members of the
Order that the object of the Temple Order was that it was a purely Christian Order, “actuated by
the purest principles of Christian philanthropy, perfectly unconnected with politics, and although
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forming no part of mere symbolic Masonry, is an adaptation of all the tolerant principles of Craft
masonry to a system of Christian application . . .” A New edition of the Constitution and Statutes
was adopted. The Audit Committee reported the previous years’ balance of $383.52, revenues
$735.53, disbursements $428.30, leaving a balance of funds of $690.75.

Three Patents were read: creating the National Great Priory of Canada, naming Colonel William
James Bury McLeod Moore, G.C.T., and Great Prior, and authorizing his installation. [The dates
“. .. of Saint Nazarius and Saint Celsus” refer to Saints Days of the old Calendars of the time of
the Crusades and corresponds with July 28—Ed.]

PATENT
CREATING CANADA A NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY
(Original in Latin)
MILITIA TEMPLI

ALBERT EDWARD
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY AND UNDIVIDED TRINITY
Know all ye who shall see or hear these presents:

Thatwe, ALBERT EDWARD, Prince of Wales, High Steward of Scotland; Duke of Saxony,
othesay, and Cornwall; Earl of Dublin, Carrick and Chester; Baron of Renfrew, and Lord of the
Isles; of the Privy Council of Our Lady the Queen; Field Marshal in the Army; Grand Master of the
Freemasons; a Bencher of the Society of the Middle Temple; Knight of the Orders of the Garter,
the Thistle, St. Patrick, the Bath, the Star of India, the Golden Fleece, and the Elephant; Doctor of
Laws, &c., &c., &c.; By the Grace of God and the suffrages of the Brethren our Fellow Soldiers of
Christ and of the Temple of Solomon of Jerusalem, Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master,
Have of our own special grace, and with the assent of the Convent General, constituted the
Dominion of Canada a Great Priory, saving, nevertheless, all rights, privileges, honours, and
immunities, now or hereafter appertaining to Us and our Successors, and saving the rights of the
Convent General in the said Great Priory, so that as to all other rights not reserved by these
presents the said Great Priory of Canada shall be on an equality with the Great Priory of England
and Wales.

In testimony whereof we have commanded these Letters to be made Patent, and confirmed
with the Seal of our Order.

Dated at our Palace of Marlborough, on the day of Saint Nazarius and Saint Celsus, in the
Year of Our Saviour Jesus Christ the one thousand eight hundred and seventy-sixth and of our
Order, the seven hundred and fifty-eighth.

Witnesses, -- J. F. TOWNSEND,
Arch-Chancellor
[SEAL] PATRICK Mac. C. DeCOLQUHOUN,
Arch-Registrar;
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PATENT
APPOINTING COLONEL WILLIAM JAMES BURY McLEOD MOORE G.C.T.,
GREAT PRIOR OF THE NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY.
(Original in Latin)
MILITIA TEMPLI

ALBERT EDWARD
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST HOLY AND UNDIVIDED TRINITY
Know all ye who shall see or hear these presents:

That we, ALBERT EDWARD, Prince of Wales, High Steward of Scotland; Duke of Saxony,
Rothesay, and Cornwall; Earl of Dublin, Carrick and Chester; Baron of Renfrew, and Lord of the
Isles; of the Privy Council of Our Lady the Queen; Field Marshal in the Army; Grand Master of the
Freemasons; a Bencher of the Society of the Middle Temple; Knight of the Orders of the Garter,
the Thistle, St. Patrick, the Bath, the Star of India, the Golden Fleece, and the Elephant; Doctor of
Laws, &c., &c., &c.; By the Grace of God and the suffrages of the Brethren our Fellow Soldiers of
Christ and of the Temple of Solomon of Jerusalem, Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master,
Have of our own special grace, constituted and appointed by these presents our illustrious and well
beloved Brother and Fellow Soldier, Colonel William James Bury McLeod Moore, Great Prior of the
Great Priory of Canada, to have and to hold to him the Degree and dignity of Great Prior of the
great Priory of Canada, with full authority and jurisdiction within the Dominion of Canada aforesaid,
according to the tenor and form of the Statutes and customs of our said Order, reserving and
excepting, nevertheless, all things necessary to be reserved and excepted, to Us and Our
Successors.

In testimony whereof we have commanded these Letters to be made Patent, and confirmed
with the Seal of our Order.

Dated at our Palace of Marlborough, on the day of Saint Nazarius and Saint Celsus, in the
Year of Our Saviour Jesus Christ the one thousand eight hundred and seventy-sixth and of our
Order, the seven hundred and fifty-eighth.

Witnesses, -- J. F. TOWNSEND,
Arch-Chancellor
[SEAL] PATRICK Mac. C. DeCOLQUHOUN,
Arch-Registrar;

COMMISSION AND MANDATE
TO INSTAL THE GREAT PRIOR OF THE NATIONAL GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA

ALBERT EDWARD
GRAND MASTER:

Whereas We have with the advice and consent of the Convent General, by Patent dated
the 28" day of July, 1876, created the Dominion of Canada, heretofore under the jurisdiction of the
Great Prior and Great Priory of England and Wales, a National Great Priory, subject to Us and Our
Successors in office, and to the Statutes, Laws, and Ordinances, for the time being, of the Convent
General.
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And Whereas, We have, by Patent of even date herewith, appointed Colonel William James
Bury McLeod Moore, G.C.T., heretofore Grand Prior of the Province of Canada, First Great Prior
of the National Great Priory of Canada so constituted by patent as aforesaid.

Now We, by virtue of the power and authority in Us vested as Grand master of the United
Religious and Military Orders of the Temple, and of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and
Malta, in England and Wales, and Ireland, do hereby nominate and appoint Thomas Douglas
Harington, of the City of Ottawa, in the Dominion of Canada, Past Grand Sub Prior; Samuel
Bickerton Harman, of the City of Toronto, in the Dominion of Canada, Grand Sub-Prior; and James
Alexander Henderson, Q.C., D.C.L., of the City of Kingston, Provincial Prior and Representative
from the Great Priory of England and Wales, to the Most Eminent Grand Master and Grand
Encampment of the United States, jointly or severally, or any two of them, to instal the said Colonel
William James Bury McLeod Moore, G.C.T., into his said office of Great Prior of the National Great
Priory of Canada, and to administer the oaths of office, and to do all such other acts, matters, and
things as may be necessary or expedient in the premises: he or they making due Report to the
Chancery of our Order of what he or they shall do under this Our Mandate; and for the doing of all
things necessary in this behalf These Presents shall be sufficient warrant and authority.

Given at Marlborough House, this 28th day of July A.D. 1876
(Signed) J. F. TOWNSEND, LL.D.,
Arch-Chancellor

To the above is linked the following:

RETURN TO THE ABOVE COMMISSION AND MANDATE

THESE ARE TO CERTIFY That by virtue of the above Commission and Mandate to us
directed, We, Samuel Bickerton Harman, B.C.L., of the City of Toronto, Barrister-At-Law, Grand
Sub-Prior, and James Alexander Henderson, D.C.L., Q.C., of the City of Kingston, Provincial Prior
for Eastern Ontario, on the tenth day of August, in the year of our Lord, 1876, at the City of
Montreal, did duly instal The Very High and Eminent Sir Knight Colonel William James Bury
McLeod Moore, G.C.T., as Great Prior of the National Great Priory of Canada.

(Signed) SAMUEL B. HARMAN, B.C.L.
Grand Sub-Prior

(Signed) JAMES A. HENDERSON, D.C.L.
Provincial Prior

Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., was then Installed as Great Prior of the
National Great Priory of Canada by the Grand Sub-Prior, Very Eminent Frater Samuel Bickerton
Harman. Grand Honours were led by Very Eminent Sir Knight James Kirkpatrick Kerr, Provincial
Prior of the District of Ontario (Centre). [At this time in their masonic careers, Kerr was Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada 1875-76 and 1876-77 and Harman had completed his tour
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as Grand First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Canada 1871-72—Ed.]

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the first Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

[No summary of the Annual Returns is provided in the Proceedings—Ed.]
2nd Assembly—August 7, 1877—London
Very Eminent Knight William Benjamin Simpson, Provincial Prior of Quebec welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Second Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of Canada, held
on Tuesday, August 7, 1877, in London.

It was determined that a constitutional number of Preceptories was present:

. District of Ontario (East}—Hugh de Payens, Kingston, King Baldwin Encampment,
Belleville; and Gondemar Encampment, Maitland. Harington, Trenton is not listed;

. District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto; Hurontario Encampment,
Collingwood; St. John the Almoner Encampment, Whitby; Odo de St. Armand, Toronto and
Palestine, Port Hope. Mount Calvary, Orillia and Moore Encampment, Peterborough are not
listed;

. District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon, Hamilton; Richard Coeur de Lion, London;
and Plantagenet, St. Catharines. St. Bernard de Clairveaux, Dunnville is not listed; and

. District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal and Sussex, Montreal;
. District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay, St. John; and
. District of Nova Scotia—Halifax Preceptory is not listed as being represented.

[Between the Assemblies of 1876 and 1877 the District of New Brunswick & Nova Scotia had been
split into two—Ed.]

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 10, 1876, in Montreal, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

Very Eminent Sir Knight Simpson, then read the address of Frater, Colonel William James Bury
MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Great Prior. It was noted that strong action had been taken to prevent the
establishment of a parallel (and illegal) Knights Templary body in Ontario, to be titled “Grand
Commandery of the Templar Order for the Province of Ontario” (a Circular having been sent to all
legitimate Preceptories). The Assembly was also advised that the recent action by the Convent
General to enact laws binding on the Great Priory of Canada had also been rebuffed as the
Convent General was considered to be a federation and not one to impose rules on its constituent
members. Colonel McLeod Moore’s Address then reviewed his assessment of the origins of the
Templars, their downfall, and the resurgence of the Knightly Order in Britain, their Statutes, forms
of address and titles, and uniform. The Great Prior noted his pleasure that the Convent General
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had agreed that each of the Great Priories should enact their own regulations with regard to Titles,
Past Rank and Ritual, as he felt this would allow all Great Priories, including the Grand
Encampment KT USA, to join the Convent General.

For the first time the seal of the Great Prior was used on Circulars and other documents of Great
Priory and is reproduced below:

A letter was read to the Assembly from the Provincial Prior of New Brunswick advising that in the
great fire of St. John’s on June 20, 1877, three hundred acres of the city had been destroyed,
including the Masonic Temple and its contents, and requesting the issue of a new (i.e. Duplicate)
Warrant for the Preceptory.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $690.75, revenues $319.12, disbursements $841.45, leaving a balance of funds of $167.82.

The Committee on Warrants, having the recommendation of the Provincial Prior of Western
District (Ontario West), recommended the issue of a Warrant to Kent Preceptory, Chatham. (This
Preceptory is included in the Roll of Preceptories with the notation that the Warrant was dated
August 7, 1877.)

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the second Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

A “Condensed Summary of the Foregoing Roll, and Analysis of Returns to Dec. 31, 1876" is
included in the Proceedings. Its value is limited as the “number of admissions” and “total roll” are
provided for fourteen Preceptories and are blank for 6 others. Herein the Preceptories are listed
and for the first time given numbers:

1 Hugh de Payens Kingston
2 Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Toronto

3 Godfrey de Bouillon Hamilton
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4 Richard Coeur de Lion London

5 Nova Scotia (now Antiquity) Halifax

6 King Baldwin Belleville

7 Richard Coeur de Lion Montreal

8 Sussex Montreal

9 Plantagenet St. Catharines

10 Hurontario (now Victoria) Collingwood (now at Guelph)
11 Union de Molay St. John, NB (now closed)
12 Mount Calvary Orillia (now at Barrie)

13 Moore Peterborough

14 Harington Trenton

15 St. John the Almoner Whitby (now at Oshawa)

16 Gondemar Maitland (now at Belleville)

17 Odo de St. Amand Toronto (later at Brantford; now at Oakland)

18 Palestine Port Hope

19 St. Bernard de Clairveaux Dunnville (now at Port Colborne)

20 Kent Chatham

[It is interesting to note that from this very early numbered listing the Preceptories have retained
their original numbering except for the interchange of numbers for Sussex (now No. 9) and
Plantagenet (now No. 8) based not on the date of their Warrants—November 14, 1867 for
Plantagenet and May 30, 1867 for Sussex—but on the dates of their Dispensations to open—
August 15, 1866 for Plantagenet and May 25, 1867 for Sussex—Ed.]

3rd Assembly—October 11, 1878—Montreal

Very High and Eminent Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Great Prior,
welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Third Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of
Canada, held on Friday, October 11, 1878, in Montreal. The Proceedings show that one of the
visitors was Very Eminent Sir Knight C. B. Lester Peters, Past Eminent Commander of St. John’s
Encampment (Chapter General of Scotland), St. John, NB.
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It was determined that a constitutional number of Preceptories was present:

. Two from the District of Ontario (East)—Hugh de Payens #1, Kingston and Gondemar #16,
Maitland. King Baldwin #6, Belleville and Harington #14, Trenton are listed as “no
representative”;

. Six from the District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar #2, Toronto; Hurontario

#10, Collingwood; Mount Calvary #12, Orillia; Moore #13, Peterborough; St. John the
Almoner #15, Whitby; and Odo de St. Armand #17, Toronto. Palestine #18, Port Hope is
listed as “no representative”;

. Three from the District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon #3, Hamilton; Richard Coeur
de Lion #4, London and Kent #20, Chatham. St. Bernard de Clairveaux #19, Dunnville is
listed as “no representative”. Plantagenet Preceptory #9, St. Catharines is not listed at all;

. Two from the District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion #7, Montreal and Sussex #8,
Montreal;

. One from the District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay #11, St. John; and

. None for the District of Nova Scotia—Halifax #5 is listed as “no representative”.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of August 7, 1877, in London, having been printed and
distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

Very High and Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T. then read his address to the Assembly.
In it he commented on the problems faced by the Convent General regarding the objections
Canada had made in 1877. He also noted that revisions to the rituals had been developed and
passed to the Council for review. He reaffirmed the prerequisite for entry into the Order as being
the Royal Arch because it was seen as the culmination of the Craft degrees. He commented on
what he considered a mistake by the Grand Encampment KT USA in not recognizing the National
Great Priory of Canada as a peer because Canada was still “under” the authority of the Convent
General. He commented on the need to revise and update the Constitution and Statutes of the
Order in Canada. In commenting briefly on historical issues of the Order he noted that Britain had
“acquired” Cyprus, which he considered valuable from the perspective of the historical Templar
Order.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $167.82, revenues $374.90, disbursements $346.40, leaving a balance of funds of $196.32. The
Auditors noted that outstanding liabilities of the National Great Priory totalled a further $974.84 and
that it would likely be necessary to increase the per capita from fifty cents to $1.00 per member to
defray these expenses.

For the first time the reports of the Provincial Priors were provided in the Proceedings:
. Ontario East [65 members]—a visit was made to Hugh de Payens, Kingston but not to King

Baldwin, Belleville or Gondemar, Maitland, the reason given was that visits were pending
approval of the latest revisions to the Ritual so that the abilities of the Preceptories with the
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new work could be judged. Harington, Trenton was noted as “not working”.

. Ontario Centre [195 members]—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, Toronto was reported as “fairly
prosperous” and with a large but scattered membership. Odo de St. Amand, Toronto was
reported as “virtually dormant for the last 14 months” but had resumed meetings and had
candidates coming forward. Palestine, Port Hope was reported in good hands and working
hard, including having mastered the revisions to the Ritual, even though not formally
approved. St. John the Almoner, Whitby, was reported in a prosperous and growing
condition, and had changed their monthly meetings to quarterly. Moore, Peterborough was
reported to be in a very healthy condition. Mount Calvary, Orillia was reported as “no work
done for the past year” but that the Preceptory was equipped for both the KT and Malta
Orders. Hurontario, Collingwood had not been visited but reports indicated it was in good
condition although “no work done for the past year”. The expression “no work” appears to
refer to candidates taking Orders.

. Quebec [59 members]—reported that no new applications for new Preceptories had come
forward during the past year, but the two Preceptories had brought in new candidates.

No reports for Ontario West [205 members], New Brunswick [54 members] or Nova Scotia [30
members] were received. The Grand Chancellor (later to be replaced by a Committee on the
Condition of the Order) noted the positive developments in the three reports made and suggested
that the Provincial Priors make a greater effort to undertake visits to Preceptories for the benefit
of the Order in Canada .

A Petition from Fratres in St. Thomas was received and read, requesting the formation of a
Preceptory in the town. The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of a Warrant. [This
would be named “Burleigh” Preceptory in its Warrant dated October 11, 1878—Ed.]

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the third Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

A “Condensed Summary of Foregoing Roll, and Analysis of Returns to Dec. 31, 1878" (printed
as 1878 but should read 1877) is included in the Proceedings. The “number of admissions” and
“total roll” are provided for twenty Preceptories: Harington Preceptory is listed as not submitting an
Annual Return. For the calendar year 1877, total membership as at December 31 was 587
members, 40 of which had joined during the year.

[In the District Reports by Provincial Priors/Provincial Grand Priors, the membership statistics
included above are not provided. They have been extrapolated from the total membership statistics
provided in the Proceedings and are noted in square brackets — Ed.]

4th Assembly—October 10, 1879—Montreal

Very High and Eminent Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Great Perior,
welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Fourth Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory
of Canada, held on Friday, October 10, 1879, in Montreal. The Proceedings show that one of the
visitors was Very Eminent Sir Knight C. B. Lester Peters, Past Eminent Commander of St. John’s
Encampment (Chapter General of Scotland), St. John, NB.
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A constitutional number of Preceptories was present:

. Two from the District of Ontario (East)—Hugh de Payens #1, Kingston and Gondemar #16,
Maitland. King Baldwin #6, Belleville and Harington #14, Trenton are listed as “no
representative”.

. Five from the District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar #2, Toronto; Hurontario

#10, Collingwood; Moore #13, Peterborough; Odo de St. Armand #17, Toronto and
Palestine #18, Port Hope. Mount Calvary #12, Orillia and St. John the Almoner #15, Whitby
are listed as “no representative”;

. Five from the District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon #3, Hamilton; Richard Coeur
de Lion #4, London; Plantagenet #9, St. Catharines; Kent #20, Chatham and Burleigh #21,
St. Thomas. St. Bernard de Clairveaux #19, Dunnville is listed as “no representative”;

. Two from the District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion #7, Montreal and Sussex #8,
Montreal;

. One from the District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay #11, St. John; and

. District of Nova Scotia—Halifax #5 is listed as “no representative”.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of October 11, 1878, in Montreal, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

Very High and Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., then addressed the Assembly, noting
that the homogeneity of the Convent General was not working and that it was, to all intents and
purposes, broken up. He noted that the matter “of the Scottish Encampments at New Brunswick,
has been again mooted, no action to affiliate with us having taken place since our last assembling
.. .” (referring to the Scottish Encampments of St. John and St. Stephen). He noted that he was
opposed to any change in the Statutes, particularly any move to develop an outdoor costume and
to undertake military drill. He also noted that due to the failure of Preceptories to provide Returns
on time, including the payment of fees and dues owing to the National Great Priory, had prevented
the Order from clearing all of its debts by year end. He again discussed the ritual and the chivalric
characteristics of the Order.

The reports of the Provincial Priors were provided in the Proceedings:

. Ontario West [184 members]—noted that Templarism was not as active during the year as
desired and that not all Preceptories had been visited. Richard Coeur de Lion, London was
reported to be in a prosperous state. Burleigh, St. Thomas, was reported to have
successfully begun meeting. No other Preceptories were reported.

. Ontario East [71 members]—Only three Preceptories were reported to be working: Hugh
de Payens, Kingston; King Baldwin, Belleville and Gondemar, Maitland. The new Ritual was
reported as being well received. Harington at Trenton was not mentioned in the report and
was likely “not working”.
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. Quebec [64 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal was reported in a prosperous
condition but with an unacceptably low attendance by its members. Sussex, Montreal was
reported to have not met for almost a full two years and it was recommended that
consideration be given to its Removal to Sherbrooke.

. New Brunswick [50 members]—reported that the two Scottish Encampments were still at
a distance, because the Chapter General of Scotland “had hesitated to cooperate with the
Great Priories of England, of Ireland, and of Canada . . . .” Union de Molay was reported
to have not fully recovered from the fire of 1877 but had been sharing the facilities of the
Scottish Encampment.

No reports for Ontario Centre [185 members] or Nova Scotia [30 members] were received and
the Provincial Priors were censured for failing to follow Statute 30. The Grand Chancellor noted the
contents of the reports and the general growth in the Order. He then commented on the lack of
movement by the Scottish Encampments to join the National Great Priory of Canada which he felt
they should do quickly.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $196.32, revenues $596.33, disbursements $735.62, leaving a balance of funds of $57.03.
Outstanding bills due for payment totalled $702.54.

It was moved, seconded and carried that Sussex Preceptory of Montreal and Harington
Preceptory of Trenton be suspended for failing to provide their Annual Returns and payment of fees
due to Great Priory. It was also moved, seconded and carried that the fees of Union de Molay be
remitted during their recovery from the loss of all their facilities and materiel.

Various amendments to the Statutes were voted on and approved.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the fourth Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

A “Condensed Summary of Foregoing Roll, and Analysis of Returns to Dec. 31, 1878" is included
in the Proceedings. The “number of admissions” and “total roll” are provided for twenty
Preceptories; Harington Preceptory is listed as not submitting an Annual Return. For the calendar
year 1878, total membership as at December 31 was 608 members, 37 of which had joined during
the year.

5th Assembly—July 13, 1880—Guelph
Very High and Eminent Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Great Prior,
welcomed the attendees and visitors to the Fifth Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of

Canada, held on Tuesday, July 13, 1880, in Guelph.

The Committee on Credentials determined that a constitutional number of Preceptories was
present:

. Four from the District of Ontario (East)—Hugh de Payens #1, Kingston; King Baldwin #6,
Belleville and Gondemar #16, Maitland. Harington #14, Trenton is listed as “no
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representative”.

. Seven from the District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar #2, Toronto;
Hurontario #10, Collingwood; Mount Calvary #12, Orillia; Moore #13, Peterborough; St.
John the Almoner #15, Whitby; Odo de St. Armand #17, Toronto and Palestine #18, Port
Hope;

. Eight from the District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon #3, Hamilton; Richard Coeur
de Lion #4, London; Plantagenet #9, St. Catharines; Kent #20, Chatham; Burleigh #21, St.
Thomas; Huron #22, Goderich (now St. EImo, Stratford); Ray #23, Prince Arthur’s Landing
(now Rhodes, Thunder Bay) and Albert Edward #24, Winnipeg (now King Edward,
Winnipeg). St. Bernard de Clairveaux #19, Dunnville is listed as “no representative”;

. Three from the District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion #7, Montreal; Sussex #8,
Montreal; and William de la More the Martyr #25, Quebec.

. One from the District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay #11, St. John; and
. None for the District of Nova Scotia—Halifax #5 is listed as “no representative”.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of October 10, 1879, in Montreal, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

Very High and Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., then addressed the Assembly, reported
on his assessment of the Convent General and the equality and pre-eminence of the constituent
members— England and Wales, Ireland and Canada. He felt that the difficulties stemmed from an
ignorance of the origins of the Knights Templar Order in England and its spread around the globe
in the dominions and also in the United States. He noted that “From Scotland alone no advances
have been made to any exchange of courtesies. With the United States we continue in the most
perfect harmony, although in matters of detail and doctrine we are atissue . ..” In this latter regard
he advised that he not authorized Royal Arch Companions from Stanstead to join a Commandery
in Vermont.

The Great Prior reported to the Assembly that he had issued “preliminary” Warrants to four
Preceptories [according to the Roll of Preceptories these would be Huron, Goderich; Ray, Prince
Albert’s Landing; Albert Edward, Winnipeg; William de la More the Martyr, Quebec], authorized the
Removal of Sussex from Montreal, back to Stanstead and revived Mount Calvary “under the most
favourable auspices” in Barrie (rather than Orillia).

The reports of the Provincial Priors were provided in the Proceedings:

. Ontario West [209 members]—noted that in addition to the original six Preceptories, two
new ones (Huron and Ray) were working Under Dispensation. The District was reported to
be in excellent condition except for Plantagenet and St. Bernard de Clairveaux which were
not making much progress and had not submitted Annual Returns.

. Ontario Centre [186 members]—noted most of the seven Preceptories in the District had
done little work during the past year but there are signs of a revival of interest . . .” The
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revised Ritual and new Constitution and Statutes were considered part of the renewal
process. He noted that the reorganization of Mount Calvary and its Removal to Barrie
promised well for its future activities. He also reminded the Assembly, and the Registrars
of all Preceptories, of the need to comply with the Statutes in providing a copy of the
Summons prior to seven days before the Assembly.

. Ontario East [73 members]—noted that three of the four Preceptories in the District were
working well. The Provincial Prior had visited Trenton, intending to meet with the Officers
and members of Harington, but this proved impossible and, on a second visit, the Presiding
Preceptor surrendered the Warrant and the Provincial Prior recommended that it be
cancelled. The Warrant was surrendered to the Great Prior at the Assembly.

. Quebec [80 members]—noted an improvement in the condition of the Order in the Province
during the year. Richard Coeur de Lion was doing better than it had for several years;
Sussex appeared to be doing well since its Removal back to Stanstead and had received
an unspecified number of applications; and the (new) William de la More the Martyr was
organized under what he considered to be the most favourable circumstances.

. Nova Scotia [24 members]—no report received.
. New Brunswick [53 members]—no report received.

The Council reported on the Condition of the Order and noted with pleasure the improved
condition in Ontario and Quebec. It was noted that although no report on New Brunswick had been
received, it was known from correspondence that the condition of Templarism in the province
remained the same as the year before and that the Encampment of St. John (Scottish Constitution)
continued to cause anxiety.

The Grand Chancellor presented a letter from Palestine Preceptory requesting remission of “the
amount of their indebtedness to Great Priory”. A second letter, from William de la More the Martyr,
requested the Warrant and Number of the Preceptory of the same name which met in Quebec.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $57.03, revenues $650.51, disbursements $593.14, leaving a balance of funds of $114.40.
Outstanding bills due for payment totalled $845.44. In view of the overall financial position the
Council recommended against remitting Palestine Preceptory’s indebtedness and that all
Preceptories owing dues and fees should be contacted and requested to pay them immediately.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of Warrants to Huron, Goderich; Ray,
Prince Arthur’s Landing; Albert Edward, Winnipeg; and William de la More the Martyr, Quebec. It
noted that the request of the last named could not be met as the original Warrant (of July 28, 1855
to hold the Preceptory at Quebec, which was then removed to Ottawa in 1867) had been
surrendered to the Great Priory of England and Wales when the Preceptory had closed.

The Statutes were amended with the approval of the Assembly: three Preceptors to be elected
as Delegates on the Grand Master’s Council; that the title “Most Eminent” be used for the Great
Prior, “Right Eminent” for all elected officers and “Very Eminent” for all appointed officers of the
Great Priory; that in the absence of the three principal officers of a Preceptory at the Annual
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Assembly, a Proxy (Preceptor) may be permitted and no Frater may represent more than three
Preceptories. Notices of Motion to amend the Statutes at the next Annual Assembly were given.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the first Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

A “Condensed Summary of Foregoing Roll, and Analysis of Returns to Dec. 31, 1879" is included
in the Proceedings. The “number of admissions” and “total roll” are provided for 23 Preceptories;
Plantagenet Preceptory is listed as not submitting an Annual Return and Harington Preceptory is
listed with no member data. For the calendar year 1879, total membership as at December 31 was
636 members, 74 of which had joined during the year.

6th Assembly—July 12, 1881—Hamilton
Most Eminent Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Great Prior, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Sixth Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of Canada, held

on Tuesday, July 12, 1881, in Hamilton.

The Committee on Credentials determined that a constitutional number of Preceptories was
present:

. Four from the District of Ontario (East)—Hugh de Payens #1, Kingston; King Baldwin #6,
Belleville; and Gondemar #16, Maitland. Harington #14, Trenton is listed “Warrant
Surrendered.”

. Seven from the District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar #2, Toronto;

Hurontario #10, Collingwood; Mount Calvary #12, Orillia; Moore #13, Peterborough; St.
John the Almoner #15, Whitby; Odo de St. Armand #17, Toronto and Palestine #18, Port
Hope.

. Eight from the District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon #3, Hamilton; Richard Coeur
de Lion #4, London; Plantagenet #8, St. Catharines; Kent #20, Chatham; Burleigh #21, St.
Thomas; Huron #22, Goderich (now St. ElImo, Stratford); Ray #23, Prince Arthur’s Landing
(now Rhodes, Thunder Bay). St. Bernard de Clairveaux #19, Dunnville and Albert Edward
#24, Winnipeg (now King Edward, Winnipeg) are listed as “no representative.”

. Three from the District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion #7, Montreal; Sussex #9,
Montreal; and William de la More the Martyr #25, Quebec.

. One from the District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay #11, St. John; and
. None for the District of Nova Scotia—Halifax #5 is listed as “no representative”.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 13, 1880, in Guelph, having been printed and
distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

Most Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., then addressed the Assembly noting that this was
the sixth anniversary of the National Great Priory and the twenty-seventh, since the Order was
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introduced into Canada (in its current form). He noted that the “Convent General” not having
assembled once a year, as required by the Statutes, has “ipso facto” dissolved itself, thus leaving
each Nationality free to adopt whatever course they consider best for their own interests . . .” With
regard to the supremacy of the Constitutions and Statutes, he noted that no one individual, or even
a majority of the membership had the right to make changes in the Statutes, or to put them aside,
and that this was a major contributing factor in the failure of the Convent General. He again noted
his non-acceptance of drill and parades for the Canadian Order and noted that this was an area
of difference with the United States. He did, however, request that the Assembly make a decision
regarding the adoption of an out-door uniform which could be worn by those Preceptories wishing
to do so on an optional basis.

The reports of the Provincial Priors were provided in the Proceedings:

. Ontario West [267 members]—reported that the seven Preceptories were in a prosperous
condition (this excludes the two newest ones at Prince Arthur’s Landing and Winnipeg). He
referred to the 1880 meeting of the Grand Encampment KT USA in Chicago which
members of the District had attended and referred to “Between 25,000 and 40,000 Knights
Templar were in line (with) Napoleon hats, gold facings and swords flashing in the sunlight.”

. Ontario Centre [194 members]—did not report. The Warrant of Hurontario Preceptory at
Collingwood was surrendered to the Assembly.

. Ontario East [73 members]—reported that the three Preceptories were doing well but that
attempts to establish a new Preceptory in Ottawa had not been successful.

. Quebec [99 members]—reported that the prosperity of the three Preceptories had been
maintained but that Sussex would be unable to provide an Annual Report due to the loss
of the Preceptory records and minute books during its sojourn in Montreal and return to
Stanstead.

. Nova Scotia [24 members]—did not report but a letter was referred to in the Proceedings
indicating that an unofficial “report” had, in effect, been received.

. New Brunswick [45 members]—reported little change in the desultory condition of Union
de Molay Preceptory resulting from the 1877 fire in St. John. It was noted only that two
Scottish Encampments were resident in the District.

The Council reported on the Condition of the Order and noted the contents of the Provincial
Prior’s reports.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $114.40, revenues $1,089.00, disbursements $1,042.87, leaving a balance of funds of $160.53.
Outstanding bills due for payment had been reduced and the general financial position was noted
as satisfactory, although some delinquency in payment of fees and dues was noted.

A Committee was formed with instructions to correspond with the Chapter General of Scotland

‘with a view to bring under the jurisdiction of this National Great Priory, the Priories in New
Brunswick hailing from the Grand Chapter General, and to carry out final arrangements.” An
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attempt was made, with Notice of Motion, to vote to make the office of Great Prior an annually
elected one, but was not permitted to be placed in front of the Assembly.

Amendments to the statutes were approved, including a redefinition of the Templar Uniform for
Canada—4 inch wide black Riband, black silk fringe for Knights and gold fringe for Preceptors;
seven pointed Silver Star with Passion Cross in a circle in the centre with the motto “/n Hoc Signo
Vinces” around the circle; Preceptors to wear a Red Patriarchal cross, others a Cross Patee, on
their jewel suspended from a red ribbon with white edges; white Habit, Red Cross of the Order on
left shoulder, white lined hood for members and red lined hood for Preceptors; additional white
Cassock or Tunic to be worn by members; in a Priory of St. John a black Mantle with eight pointed
Cross on left shoulder and also a black or red Cassock or Tunic may be worn with the eight pointed
Cross on left shoulder; Chaplains to were Habits or Copes; serving Knights to wear russet-brown
Mantles with Cross of the Order on left shoulder; Knights to wear straight cross-hilted sword and
black scabbard and belt, Preceptors to have plated silver steel sword and scabbard. Banners are
defined as Beauseant and Vexillum Belli and that Preceptors and above may use banners of their
arms or other devices while Knights use swallow tailed pennons.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the first Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form. In response to the attempt to
demonstrate Canadian independence, a “vote” was taken for Great Prior, even though not called
for in the Statutes, and Colonel McLeod Moore accepted his “election” as Great Prior.

A “Condensed Summary of Foregoing Roll, and Analysis of Returns to Dec. 31, 1880" is included
in the Proceedings. The “number of admissions” and “total roll” are provided for 25 Preceptories;
Harington Preceptory is listed with the notation “Warrant Surrendered.” For the calendar year 1880,
total membership as at December 31 was 633 members. For the first time a comprehensive
breakdown of the membership is provided which indicates 86 had joined during the year but that
13 withdrew their membership, 29 were suspended “N.P.D.” and 1 died.

7th Assembly—October 17, 1882—Montreal
Most Eminent Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore G.C.T., Great Prior, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Seventh Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of Canada,

held on Tuesday, October 17, 1882, in Montreal.

The Committee on Credentials determined that a constitutional number of Preceptories was
present:

. Three from the District of Ontario (East)—Hugh de Payens #1, Kingston; King Baldwin #6,
Belleville; and Gondemar #16, Maitland. Harington #14, Trenton is listed “Warrant
Surrendered”.

. Five from the District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar #2, Toronto; Mount

Calvary #12, Orillia; Moore #13, Peterborough; Odo de St. Armand #17, Toronto and
Palestine #18, Port Hope. St. John the Almoner #15, Whitby was listed as “Not
Represented”. Hurontario #10, Collingwood was listed as “Warrant Surrendered”;

. Ten from the District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon #3, Hamilton; Richard Coeur
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de Lion #4, London; Plantagenet #8, St. Catharines; St. Bernard de Clairveaux #19,
Dunnville; Kent #20, Chatham; Burleigh #21, St. Thomas; Huron #22, Goderich (now St.
Elmo, Stratford); Ray #23, Prince Arthur’s Landing (now Rhodes, Thunder Bay); Albert
Edward #24, Winnipeg (now King Edward, Winnipeg); and Windsor #26, Windsor.

. Three from the District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion #7, Montreal; Sussex #9,
Montreal; and William de la More the Martyr #25, Quebec.

. One from the District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay #11, St. John; and
. None for the District of Nova Scotia—Halifax #5.

Most Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., acting on the request of the Grand Master of the
Great Priory of England, then invested the following members of the Order with the rank of Grand
Cross of the Order of the Temple—Right Eminent Sir Knight William Benjamin Simpson of Montreal
(Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada and Past Great Sub-Prior of Canada) and with
the rank of Knight Commander of the Order of the Temple—Right Eminent Sir Knights Isaac Henry
Stearns of Montreal (Past Grand Zerubbabel of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of
Canada and Provincial Prior of Quebec), Hon. Robert Marshall of St. John (Past Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick and Past Grand Provincial Prior of New Brunswick), James
Moffatt of London, Ontario (Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada and Past Grand Vice
Chancellor of the Great Priory of Canada), Charles Davis Macdonald of Peterborough (Past Grand
Zerubbabel of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada and Past provincial Grand
Commander for Ontario and Quebec), and Lawrence H. Henderson of Belleville (Past Grand
Zerubbabel of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada and Past Grand Chancellor of
the former Great Priory).

Most Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., then addressed the Assembly noting the loss of
members of the Order in Canada through death, including that of Thomas Douglas Harington on
January 13, 1882. He also expressed thanks of the Order that the attempt on the life of Her
Majesty, Queen Victoria, had not been successful. He noted the very successful visit of the Grand
Chancellor of the Great Priory of England and Wales on October 19, 1881, and, while the
Assembly was not called to an emergent Assembly, sufficient members of the Order in Canada,
met with him in Montreal. He then reviewed the latest conferral of G.C.T. and K.C.T. by the Grand
Prior, HRH the Prince of Wales, and indicated that this would continue to be conferred to members
of the Order in Canada as a recognition of their support for the Order. He reverted to commenting
on the small (but apparently vocal) group of members who were seeking to sever, completely, the
Order in Canada from England and Wales, advising that Canada had full authority and was on an
equality with the parent, but still observed the fealty due to the organization which had supported
Canadian efforts over the years and had resulted in a large and strong Order in Canada. He
considered this continuing issue one linked to the desire of some members to be equal with the
Grand Commandery in the United States, which had already “recognized” Canada as a distinct
organization. The Great Prior noted that at such time as the Prince of Wales assumed the Throne
and resigned his position in the Masonic and Templar bodies, it was not appropriate to discuss the
election of a “local ruler” of the Order. Relations with England and Wales, Ireland and the Grand
Commandery of the United States were considered cordial.

Turning to purely “domestic” matters the Great Prior commented on members joining other so-
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called “higher degrees” and ruled that anyone was entitled to join any Masonic or so-called Masonic
orders unless there was a prohibition against doing so. He also noted that some Preceptories in
Canada were in violation of the terms of their Charters or Warrants by failing to meet and elect
officers annually, provide Annual Returns or pay the necessary fees and dues to Great Priory. He
also noted that the ruling officer in a Preceptory was the “Presiding Preceptor” and that once the
term was completed the officer was a Preceptor (without the designation “Past” in front of the rank)
since Preceptors “are an obligated class or degree, eligible to preside in any Preceptory as long
as they are subscribing members of the Order.” A Serving Frater was defined as an initiate into the
Order and/or appointment to a special office (also called “Guard” of the Preceptory) without the
payment of fees and under a Dispensation, and as such the officer was not entitled to vote on any
matter so long as he held the position. He again reviewed the honourary status of the Red Cross
degree (for acceptance into American Commanderies) and on the need for standardized ritual and
uniform.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of July 12, 1881, in Hamilton, having been printed and
distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

The reports of the Provincial Priors were received:

. Ontario West [323 members]—reported on a marked activity and growing prosperity
(members) in the District. He investigated “irregularities” by Burleigh #21 in taking
candidates from outside the Preceptory’s jurisdiction which turned out to be unfounded and
unsubstantiated. He noted the first of what would later be termed a “Field Day” in Hamilton
on August 16, 1882 which was attended by members from the District and also several US
Commanderies and was considered very successful. Windsor #26 was Instituted on
September 26, 1882.

. Ontario Centre [155 members]—reported on the inability to visit all Preceptories, but that
information indicated they were doing well. The standardized Uniform and updated Ritual
were well received.

. Ontario East [77 members]—reported visiting only Hugh de Payens which was doing well,
but that reports indicated the other two Preceptories were doing well.

. Quebec [108 members]—reported that all three Preceptories were prospering although
William de la More the Martyr #25, had done little work due to a lack of candidates.

. New Brunswick [42 members]—noted little progress in increasing membership in New
Brunswick “handicapped as itis at every point, compared with the go-as-you-please license
accorded to the Scottish Encampment working in this Jurisdiction . . . .”

. Nova Scotia [24 members]—reported that the Preceptory was growing and working well.

The Grand Council reported on the Condition of the Order and noted the contents of the reports
of the Provincial Priors.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $160.53, revenues $1,146.86, disbursements $958.18, leaving a balance of funds of $349.21.

47



The Committee on Warrants reported on the opening of the latest Preceptory at Windsor. The
Special Committee on the Grand Chapter of Scotland reported that in view of the lack of relations
between England and Scotland (and therefore between Canada and Scotland) it did not consider
any communication advisable and that no progress on the matter of the two Scottish Encampments
in New Brunswick was attained. It was subsequently approved by the Assembly that the Committee
communicate with the Chapter General of Scotland and that if no satisfaction were to be achieved
the Great Prior would demand the withdrawal of the Scottish Preceptories from the exclusive
jurisdiction of the Order of Canada. In the meantime, due to the difficulties being faced by Union
de Molay, the Assembly approved the remission of the Preceptory’s dues for the ensuing year.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the first Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

A Notice of Motion was given to amend the District organization within Ontario at the next Annual
Assembly by creating the Districts of Manitoba; London (Essex, Kent, Bothwell, Lambton, Elgin,
Middlesex, Oxford, Perth and Huron Counties); Hamilton (Algoma, Bruce, Wellington, Halton,
Waterloo, Wentworth, Lincoln, Welland, Brant, Norfolk and Haldimand Counties); Toronto (Grey,
Simcoe, Cardwell, York, Ontario, Peel, Muskoka, Parry Sound, Victoria and Durham Counties);
Kingston (Northumberland, Peterborough, Hastings, Prince Edward, Lennox, Frontenac,
Addington and Nipissing Counties); Ottawa to be formed as soon as there are three Preceptories
in Leeds, Lanark, Renfrew, Brockville, Grenville, Carleton, Dundas, Russell, Stormont, Prescott and
Glengarry Counties and until there are the requisite three Preceptories, to be united with Kingston
District.

An “Abstract of Returns Received from Preceptories for year ended Dec. 31, 1881" is included
in the Proceedings. The “number of admissions” and “total roll” are provided for 25 Preceptories;
Harington Preceptory is listed with the notation “Warrant Surrendered.” On December 31, 1880 the
membership was 662 which increased to 710 by December 31, 1881. Admissions of 78 were offset
by 16 withdrawals, 9 suspensions and 4 deaths.

No Roll of Preceptories is included with the Annual Proceedings.
8th Assembly—-July 10, 1883—Ottawa

Most Eminent Knight William James Bury MacLeod Moore G.C.T., Great Prior, welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Eighth Annual Assembly of the National Great Priory of Canada, held
on Tuesday, July 10, 1883, in Ottawa.

The Committee on Credentials determined that a constitutional number of Preceptories was
present:

. Eight from the District of Ontario (West)—Godfrey de Bouillon #3, Hamilton; Richard Coeur
de Lion #4, London; Plantagenet #8, St. Catharines; St. Bernard de Clairveaux #19,
Dunnville; Kent#20, Chatham; Burleigh #21, St. Thomas; St. EImo #22, Goderich (originally
named Huron); and Windsor #26, Windsor.

. Five from the District of Ontario (Centre)—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar #2, Toronto; Mount
Calvary #12, Orillia; Odo de St. Armand #17, Toronto and Palestine #18, Port Hope; and
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Ray #23, Prince Arthur’s Landing (now Rhodes, Thunder Bay). St. John the Almoner #15,
Whitby was listed as “Not Represented”. Hurontario #10, Collingwood was still listed as
“Warrant Surrendered”;

. Four from the District of Ontario (East)—Hugh de Payens #1, Kingston; King Baldwin #6,
Belleville; Moore #13, Peterborough; and Gondemar #16, Maitland. Harington #14, Trenton
was still listed “Warrant Surrendered”.

. Three from the District of Quebec—Richard Coeur de Lion #7, Montreal; Sussex #9,
Montreal; and William de la More the Martyr #25, Quebec.

. One from the District of New Brunswick—Union de Molay #11, St. John;

. One from the District of Nova Scotia—Halifax #5; and

. One from the District of Manitoba—Albert Edward #24, Winnipeg (now King Edward,
Winnipeg).

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of Tuesday October 17, 1882, in Montreal, having been
printed and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

The Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of October 17, 1882, in Montreal, having been printed
and distributed to Encampments were accepted as read and were confirmed.

The Address of Most Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T. was then presented by the Grand
Chancellor. He advised the Assembly of the death of Right Eminent Knight William Benjamin
Simpson, G.C.T., of Montreal (Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada and Past Great
Sub-Prior of Canada) on July 3, 1883. The ongoing issue of the Scottish Encampments in New
Brunswick and of the failure of negotiations to being them under the authority of the National Great
Priory of Canada, was presented. A length dissertation on the origins of Knights Templary and its
spread around the globe was again presented along with the differences between British and
American Orders. He noted that “out-door dress” was again being raised but was not considered
suitable for the Order in Canada which was not to engage in public displays. In addition, members
of the Order were not following the Uniform as outlined in the Statutes. Misuse of the ballot was
also noted. The Great Prior ruled that any member against whom charges had been brought could
not vote on the business of the Preceptory pending satisfactory resolution of any investigation.

Most Eminent Knight MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., then invested the following members of the Order
with the rank of Grand Cross of the Order of the Temple—Right Eminent Sir Knights James
Alexander Henderson, Q.C., D.C.L., of Kingston (Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. &
A.M. of Canada and Past Great Sub-Prior of Canada) and James Kirkpatrick Kerr, Q.C., of Toronto
(Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada and Past Grand Provincial Prior of Ontario
Centre) and with the rank of Knight Commander of the Order of the Temple—Right Eminent Sir
Knights George Otis Tyler of Vermont (Past Grand Commander of Vermont and Honorary
Provincial Grand Prior of Canada); A. G. Adams of Montreal (Grand Senior Warden of the Grand
Lodge of Quebec, Past Grand Steward of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Quebec and
Past Grand Marshal of the National Great Priory); and Robert Ramsay, M.D., of Orillia (Past Deputy
Grand Master (Hon) of the Grand Lodge of Quebec; Past Grand Provincial Prior o f the National
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Great Priory of Canada); and Very Eminent Knight E. H. D. Hall of Moose Jaw, Assiniboia, N.W.T.
(Past DDGM of Ontario District; Past Grand Pursuivant of the National Great Priory of Canada).

The reports of the Provincial Priors were received:

. Ontario West[322 members]—seven Preceptories experienced growth during the year and
their programs were both interesting and varied. He recommended that District boundaries
be redrawn and the dispersal of Preceptories in the jurisdiction be constrained to those
which can be reached by available transportation means.

. Ontario Centre [192 members]—reported that while the six Preceptories had not had
startling growth during the year, they had progressed. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar had almost
ceased working during the year due to a lack of candidates. St. John the Almoner was
reported in a state of torpor and it was recommended that the Warrant be suspended and
cancelled if it did not return to regular working.

. Ontario East [92 members]—reported four Preceptories in working order and a fifth
(Harrington) in a dormant state.

. Quebec [93 members]—reported the three Preceptories were working well.

. New Brunswick [40 members]—reported that Union de Molay had provided and Annual
Return but had not increased its membership. The District hoped that the National Great
Priory would soon “prove” its control of its own exclusive jurisdiction (a backhanded
reference to the two Scottish Encampments).

. Nova Scotia [24 members]—was in a healthy and prosperous condition.
. Manitoba [32 members]—reported that its single Preceptory was in a healthy state.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted that in general the Order was progressing
across the Jurisdiction and was in a healthy state. Resolution of the New Brunswick (Scottish)
problem was hoped for. It was subsequently approved that the Great Priory was to take whatever
action he deemed appropriate to resolve the “Scottish” problem.

The Audit Committee presented a detail financial statement showing the previous years’ balance
of $349.21, revenues $912.70, disbursements $757.82, leaving a balance of funds of $504.09.

The Statutes were amended following a Motion, seconded and approved by vote to amend the
District organization by creating the Districts of Manitoba (all of that Province); London (Bothwell,
Essex, Kent, Lambton, Elgin, Middlesex, Oxford, Perth and Huron Counties); Hamilton (Algoma,
Bruce, Wellington, Halton, Waterloo, Wentworth, Lincoln, Monck, Welland, Brant, Norfolk and
Haldimand Counties); Toronto (Grey, Simcoe, Cardwell, York, Ontario, Peel, Muskoka, Parry
Sound, Victoria and Durham Counties); Kingston (Northumberland, Peterborough, Hastings,
Prince Edward, Lennox, Frontenac, Addington and Nipissing Counties); Ottawa to be formed as
soon as there are three Preceptories in Leeds, Lanark, Renfrew, Brockville, Grenville, Carleton,
Dundas, Russell, Stormont, Prescott and Glengarry Counties and until there are the requisite three
Preceptories, to be united with Kingston District. No changes were made in the Quebec, New
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Brunswick or Nova Scotia Districts.

The Committee on Independence of the Order in Canada did not initially provide a report due to
absence of some of its members. The Committee has continued for a further year and a report was
requested. Later during the Assembly the requested report was placed before the Assembly and
a Memorial to HRH the Grand Master of England was prepared requesting that insofar as the
National Great Priory of the Dominion of Canada held exclusive control and jurisdiction over
Canada, it requested that it be absolved from its fealty to the Grand Master. The Report and the
draft Memorial was accepted by the Assembly.

Officers were elected and appointed and Invested for the ensuing year and the first Assembly
of the National Great Priory of Canada was closed in proper form.

An “Abstract of Returns Received from Preceptories for year ended Dec. 31, 1882 and
Installations, March 1883" is included in the Proceedings. The “number of admissions” and “total
roll” are provided for 26 Preceptories; Harington Preceptory is listed with the notation “Warrant
Surrendered”. St. John the Almoner No. 15 is listed with the notation “No Returns”. On December
31, 1881 the membership was 710 which increased to 761 by December 31, 1882. Admissions of
105 were offset by 37 withdrawals, 10 suspensions and 7 deaths.
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The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada (1884-present)
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1st Assembly—July 8, 1884—Toronto

The Annual Assembly of 1884 was both the last (ninth) Assembly of the National Great Priory of
Canada and the first Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada and was held under the
authority of Most Eminent Knight, Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., Grand
Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada ad vitam. This especial Annual Assembly was held
on Tuesday, July 8, 1884, at Toronto.

The Supreme Grand Master explained that in accordance with the wishes of the National Grand
Priory, at its 8th Proceedings, held at Ottawa on July 10, 1883, he had submitted a Petition through
the Arch-Chancellor (Hon. Judge Townshend, of the Admiralty Courts, Dublin, Ireland) to HRH the
Prince of Wales, Supreme Grand Master of the Order in September 1883. The Petition became
lost when the Prince was in Europe and a new one, dated December 21, 1883, was submitted and
which was delayed in execution for reasons unstated. In spite of these delays, the result was that
HRH had approved the total independence of the Order in Canada. Copies of the letters and of
MacLeod Moore’s Manifesto are contained in the 1884 Proceedings.

Conditions of travel were not good and visits to Preceptories fell on the shoulders of the
Provincial Grand Priors. This led to Colonel MacLeod Moore’s comments on their role and duties,
emphasizing the need to select only the best and most suitably qualified individuals within a district,
not based on rotation and the need to maintain the interest of the members. He also remarked that
with independence, the Supreme Grand Master would invite “Scottish Encampments of St. John,
New Brunswick” to join the Canadian body—two existed at the time, being the Encampment at St.
John and the Encampment at St. Stephen.

The early Annual Proceedings give no indications of Dispensations issued for purposes other
than the establishment of new Preceptories, nor of By-Law changes requested by individual
Preceptories.

In 1883/84 there were 26 Preceptories administered through 8 Districts:

. London [197 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4; Kent No. 20 (dormant February 18,
1879 - March 15, 1882); Burleigh No. 21; St. EImo No. 22 and Windsor No. 26;

. Hamilton [178 members]—Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3; Plantagenet No. 8; Hurontario No.
10 (renamed Victoria in 1885); St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19; and Ray No. 23 (renamed
Rhodes in 1894);

. Toronto [169 members]—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2; Mount Calvary No. 12; St. John
the Almoner No. 15; Odo de St. Amand No. 17 (which would amalgamate with No. 2 and
the Warrant resurrected in Brantford) and Palestine No. 18;

. Kingston [95 members]—Hugh de Payens Premier No. 1; King Baldwin No.6; Moore No.
13; Harington No. 14 (shown as dormant) and Gondemar No. 16 (shown as a nascent
Ottawa District supervised by the PGP of Kingston District);

. Quebec [94 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7; Sussex No. 9; and William de la
More the Martyr No. 25;
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. New Brunswick [41 members]—Union de Molai No. 11 (now 3A);
. Nova Scotia [49 members]—Nova Scotia No. 5 (renamed Antiquity in 1928); and
. Manitoba [32 members]—Albert Edward No. 24 (renamed King Edward).

Colonel MacLeod Moore advised he felt the Order with its 26 Preceptories was prospering in spite
of two “foreign” Encampments in New Brunswick which held authority from Scotland. Total
membership of the Order as at December 31, 1882 was 761 and increased to 795 by December
31, 1883. Installations totalled 92 and affiliations were 15. This was offset by 45 Withdrawals; 15
Suspensions and 13 Deaths. The largest Preceptory in 1883 was Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 with
88 members and the smallest were Hurontario, No. 10 and Mount Calvary, No. 12 (11 members).

All but two Preceptories were represented at this Annual Assembly—Harington Preceptory, No.
14, Trenton, had surrendered its Warrant and St. John the Almoner, No. 15, of Whitby was
recorded as “not represented.” Of the remaining 22 Preceptories, 14 were represented by the
Presiding Preceptory, one by the Constable and the balance by either a Proxy or one or more
Preceptors.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $1,434.09 and expenditures of $1,105.55
during the year, leaving a balance of $ 328.54. There are no indications that investments had been
made with surplus funds, and it is likely that they were disposed of during the future year: in this
case, the Committee had recommended that 400 copies of the Statutes and 300 copies of the 1878
Proceedings be printed.

Various Resolutions were moved and approved at the Annual Assembly, including: decisions to
obtain the allegiance of the two Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick; and that the rank of
Honourary Past Deputy Grand Master be conferred on R.Em. Knight Daniel Spry for his work on
behalf of the Sovereign Great Priory, and that the rank of Honourary Past Grand Sovereign Master
of Knights Templars of Canada be conferred on HRH the Prince of Wales.

2nd Assembly—July 7, 1885—Hamilton

The Supreme Grand Master welcomed attendees to the Second Annual Assembly of the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, which was held on Tuesday, July 7, 1885, in Hamilton.

He noted the death of Frater George Canning Longley and his contributions to masonry during
his life time. Noting difficulties with some Preceptories, he advised the Assembly that he had
removed Gondemar Preceptory from the town of Maitland to Brockville, suspended the Registrar,
and taken steps to ensure that the Preceptory was again on a sure footing. This led him to
comment that Provincial Grand Priors must undertake regular inspections of Preceptories and
ensure that the working of each is at a high standard.

He also reported that between July 1884 and 1885, new Canadian Warrants had been issued
to all Preceptories. The dormant Warrant of Harington Preceptory No 14 had been transferred from
Trenton to Almonte where it appeared to have better opportunities for survival. On the ritual, he
noted that some Preceptories were not working the Malta degree, in violation of the Constitutions.
It would also appear that the two-degree system in vogue in Canada, was supplemented by
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Preceptories—on an optional basis—with the American Red Cross Degree (similar to the Scottish
“Babylonish” Pass). This degree was apparently authorized by the Grand Master of United States
Templars, and it was only recently that the Grand Chancellor was authorized (or perhaps wanted
to) issue certificates.

Grand Representatives were exchanged with the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the
United States. The Supreme Grand Master noted with regret the intransigence of New Brunswick
Fratres to join the Canadian organization. This led to his observation that members of the Order
who live in Canada and who are Initiated in an American Encampment may visit Canadian
Preceptories but may not join them; and an American Commander (the counterpart of a Canadian
Preceptor) may not have a vote at Sovereign Great Priory unless he has been elected and installed
as a Preceptor in Canada.

The Annual Proceedings do not provide information on Dispensations issued (other than for the
establishment of new Preceptories), nor of By-Law changes requested by individual Preceptories.

In 1884/85 there were 26 Preceptories administered through 9 Districts, the ninth District was that
of Ottawa which was supervised by the Provincial Grand Prior of the Kingston District.

Membership in the Order had grown from 795 on December 31, 1884 to 855 on December 31,
1885. Installations totalled 98 and Affiliations were 47. This was again offset by 56 Withdrawals,
18 Suspensions and 11 Deaths. The largest Preceptory continued to be Godfrey de Bouillon No.
3 with 93 members, and the smallest was Moore No. 13 with eight, having lost 50% of its
membership through withdrawals.

All but two Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly—Richard Coeur de Lion, No.
7, Montreal and Albert Edward, No. 24, Winnipeg. Of the remaining 24 Preceptories, 14 were
represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 5 by Proxy, and 5 by Preceptors.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $1,251.54 and expenditures of $737.64,
leaving a balance of $ 513.90. The Committee on Grievances and Appeals reported and endorsed
the actions of the PGP and the Supreme Grand Master in two cases of suspension.

Various resolutions were moved and approved at the Annual Assembly: that Warrants be issued
to the two Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick if they requested them, that the Code of
Masonic Trials be adopted, and that 400 copies of the Annual Proceedings be printed and
distributed.

A special Notice was issued to all Preceptories by the Grand Chancellor at the conclusion of this
Assembly advising that visits outside the Grand Jurisdiction would require approval in advance by
the Supreme Grand Master. This would enable him to consult with the “foreign” Jurisdiction
concerned and obtain approval as it was considered inappropriate for bodies of one Grand
Jurisdiction to enter another without the latter’s approval.

3rd Assembly—July 13, 1886—Windsor

Most Eminent Knight Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., was regrettably not able to attend
the Annual Assembly and his Address was read to the Assembly. In his written statement the
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Supreme Grand Master welcomed everyone to the Third Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada, which was held on Tuesday July 13, 1886, at Windsor. He opened by noting that
the frailty of mankind had robbed the Order of members during the year.

He advised that the Edict of non-intercourse with Scottish Templars in New Brunswick remained
in force, based, not on the British system (which maintained that subordinate bodies already
existing in the territory of a new Grand Jurisdiction could not be invalidated by that new Grand
Jurisdiction) but, rather, on the American system (of exclusive jurisdiction) due primarily to the
closeness of that body. In his opinion, the onus rested with the Scottish Preceptories which refused
to ask Scotland to permit them to transfer the allegiance to Canada. He did indicate a willingness
that, where there were three or more Preceptories in a Province, permission would be granted to
form a Provincial Grand Priory, holding allegiance to the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada.

He noted growth in the Order and advised that Dispensations had been granted to open new
Preceptories—Malta at Truro, Nova Scotia, on December 1, 1885 and Metropolitan Preceptory at
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, on May 1, 1886. Regarding the latter he noted that it was “within
unoccupied territory in the British Empire, (and) the petitioners could by right and custom apply to
whatever Grand Body they chose for a Warrant.”

Colonel MacLeod Moore advised that the new Statutes contained a copy of “an old Canadian
Templar Warrant,” found by R.Em.Kt. John Ross Robertson (unfortunately not identified clearly as
to which one but possibly from Kingston) and then referred to the existence of Encampments
working the Knight Templar degree in 1794 at Ancient St. John Lodge and Frontenac Chapter of
Kingston, under the authority of the Craft Warrant. It would appear that this was the original
Provincial Templar body acting as a Grand Encampment in Canada and issuing Warrants. In
addition, he noted that the age of Hugh de Payens Premier Preceptory (revived from the St. John
of Jerusalem Encampment) was sufficient that he would recommend they be allowed to wear the
distinguishing mark of Provincial Priory Officers on their sashes and ribbons, and that the Presiding
Preceptor would be appointed ex officio as the Sovereign Grand Master’s banner bearer.

He again commented on the Ritual: that Knight Templary stood alone as a Christian Society and
not a higher degree of Freemasonry. He then called upon the Provincial Grand Priors to exercise
more care and “management” of their Districts and ensure that the authorized ritual (only) is worked
and that Candidates are properly taught the teachings of Christian Knights Templary. As well, the
Statutes were to be followed closely. Recognizing the value of good officers, he commented that
where a Preceptory had a good Preceptor, the rule of two years maximum in the Chair should be
repealed.

Col. MacLeod Moore did not report on any travel during the year. There are no indications in the
Proceedings of Dispensations issued for purposes other than the establishment of new
Preceptories, nor of any By-Law changes requested by individual Preceptories.

In 1885/86 the Sovereign Great Priory had 28 Preceptories administered through 10 Districts—an
increase of two Preceptories (Malta, No. 27, Truro, NS and Metropolitan, No. 28, Melbourne) and
the establishment of the District of Australia. The Provincial Grand Prior for New Brunswick District
reported that Union de Molay Preceptory had returned their Dispensation to work without a Warrant
during the time that a Duplicate Warrant was being prepared to replace the original one that had
been lostin afire. He also noted the continued strong resistance by the two Scottish Encampments
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to affiliate with the Grand Jurisdiction. The Provincial Grand Prior for Nova Scotia District noted that
Malta Preceptory had been Constituted on December 15, 1885.

Membership in the Order had continued to grow from 855 on December 31, 1883 to 880 on
December 31, 1884. Installations totalled 76 and Affiliations totalled 26. This increase was offset
by 46 Withdrawals, 19 Suspensions and 12 Deaths. The largest Preceptory was again Godfrey de
Bouillon No. 3 with 97 members although Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 in Toronto had rapidly
increased to 70 members. The smallest Preceptories were Moore No. 13, Peterborough (8
members) and Harington No. 14, Almonte (with 9 members).

All but five Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly. Absent Preceptories included
Nova Scotia No. 5, Halifax; Richard Coeur de Lion, No. 7, Montreal; Plantagenet No. 8, St.
Catharines; Ray, No. 23, Prince Arthur’s Landing (now Thunder Bay) and Albert Edward, No. 24,
Winnipeg. Of the remaining 21 Preceptories, 10 were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 1
by the Constable, 7 by Proxy, and 3 by Preceptors. The Grand Chancellor reported Plantagenet
No. 8 and Albert Edward No. 24 had not filed Annual Returns and that the Preceptories were liable
for suspension.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $848.90 when combined with the previous
year’s unspent balance of $513.90 left a positive balance of $374.73 after expenditures of $987.92.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted that it considered Provincial Grand Priors
to be deficient in their reporting, particularly of important indicators of performance, such as
numbers of meetings during the year, attendance and the types of degrees worked.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals noted the continued refusal to produce the books
and papers of Harington Preceptory by the Registrar.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of Warrants for Malta Preceptory and
Metropolitan Preceptory.

A Notice of Motion was given to add a new Statute—No. 74A—regarding Honorary Members.
Another Notice was given to permit the formation of provincial Grand Priories where there are three
or more Preceptories in a Province.

Three Appendices are attached to the Proceedings relating to the issue of exclusive jurisdiction
in New Brunswick—two relate to the particular case made by Canada and Scotland, and the third
is a copy of the Edict of Non-Intercourse with Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick.

Special Assembly—February 27, 1887—Kingston

On Friday, February 27, 1887, a Special Assembly was convened in Kingston, Ontario, to deal
with the issue of a Canadian Warrant to Metropolitan Preceptory of Melbourne, Australia, and the
claims by the Great Priory of England and Wales to have possession of that Colony. Great Priory
accused Canada of invading their jurisdiction and had demanded an immediate withdrawal of the
“Canadian Australian Warrant.” The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Grand Master in the
absence of Most Eminent Knight Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., due to a death in his
family.
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The 28 Preceptories were summonsed to attend: four were represented by their officers (Nos.
1, 6, 7 and 17) and ten by proxy (Nos. 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 12, 19, 21, 22, 23 and 25). Fourteen
Preceptories were not represented (Nos. 5, 8, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 24, 26, 27 and 28).

Although absent from the Assembly, Colonel McLeod Moore had a statement read to the
attendees concerning his understanding, as relayed from Australia, that control by England had
fallen by the wayside and was no longer an issue. Having thoroughly examined and considered the
request it was felt appropriate to issue a Dispensation Warrant without the need to verify the
situation with England. A Statement from Great Priory with its conditions was read, including the
threat of non-intercourse with Canada if the Warrant was not withdrawn. A heated discussion of
the issues ensued and it was voted that the Canadian Warrant would remain in effect until Great
Priory had an opportunity to discuss a Presentation on the matter which was being put to it by
Metropolitan Preceptory.

4th Assembly—July 12, 1887—Brockville

Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., welcomed the delegates and visitors to the
fourth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great priory of Canada, which was held on Tuesday, July
12, 1887, at Brockuville.

In his opening remarks, the Supreme Grand Master recognized the Jubilee year of Queen
Victoria.

His first comments concerned the issue of the “Canadian Australian Warrant” and the dispute
with the Great Priory of England and Wales over territoriality. He then commented on the issue of
what he considered to be Scottish interference in New Brunswick with the two Scottish
Encampments and the overflow into the Grand Encampment of the USA who revisited the
recognition and rights of the Grand Representative of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada.

Colonel MacLeod Moore commented on the request to establish a new Preceptory in Parkdale
and the resistance to this by Odo de St. Amand Preceptory, which had delayed the issue of a
Warrant, although he thought that it should go ahead. He again reminded Provincial Grand Priors
of their duties and the need to ensure that the Ritual and Statutes are followed properly and closely.

He concluded with a long dissertation on the Templar order, its origins, differences with US and
closeness with UK, and the Christian orientation of the Order.

There are no indications in the Proceedings of visits to Preceptories, nor for Dispensations issued
for purposes other than the establishment of new Preceptories, nor of any By-Law changes
requested by individual Preceptories.

In 1886/87 the Sovereign Great Priory had 31 Preceptories administered through 10 Districts—an
increase of three Preceptories from the previous year: Cyrene No. 29, Parkdale (now part of
Toronto); Daniel Spry No. 30, Melbourne and Australasian No. 31, Melbourne.

Membership in the Order continued growing from 880 at December 31, 1886 to 950 at December

31, 1887. Installations totaled 57, Affiliations totaled 46 and, for the first time recorded were 24
Restorations. Against this increase there were 28 Withdrawals, 20 Suspensions and 9 Deaths. The
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largest Preceptory was Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3, with 100 members, and the smallest was Cyrene
No. 29, Parkdale with eight members. If the newest Preceptories - Cyrene No. 29, and Spry No.
30 and Australasian No. 31 in Australia, are factored out of the size question, the smallest
Preceptory was Harington No. 14 with 11 members.

All but four Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly—Nova Scotia No 5, Halifax;
Plantagenet No. 8, St. Catharines; Harington No. 14, Almonte and St. Barnard de Clairveaux No.
19, Port Colborne. Of the remaining 27 Preceptories, 12 were represented by the Presiding
Preceptor and 3 by the Constable, 4 by a Proxy and 8 by Preceptors. All Preceptories must have
provided Annual Returns as there was no notice of deficiency in this area by the Grand Chancellor.

Audit and Finance noted receipts of $ 842.69 when combined with the previous year’s unspent
balance of $ 374.74 left a positive balance of $ 342.41 after expenditures of $ 875.01.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors indicated that in general the condition of the Order was
sound.

. London District [191 members]—was reported to be in good shape.

. Hamilton District [166 members]—was considered strong although only one Preceptory had
been visited.

. Toronto District [214 members]—Preceptories were generally working well although the

small numbers of St. John the Almoner told against the Preceptory, and the widely
dispersed membership of Palestine precluded regular meetings.

. Kingston District [membership statistics included in Ottawa District data]—three
Preceptories appeared to be doing well.

. Ottawa District [106 members]—was doing well, particularly Harington which appeared to
be improving after its removal to Almonte.

. Quebec District [91 members]—noted no change from the previous year.

. New Brunswick [51 members]—continued to be problematic given the refusal of the
Scottish Encampments to join the new Jurisdiction.

. Nova Scotia [57 members]—was reported to be “looking strong.”

. Manitoba [40 members]—this report, the first submitted to the Assembly since the formation
of the Sovereign Great Priory in 1884, noted that Freemasonry in the Province was not
strong at that time.

. Australia District [74 members]—no report received on the three Preceptories there.
The Committee on the Condition of the Order commented on the great variety in reporting by the
Provincial Grand Priors and recommended the adoption of a standard reporting format which they

tabled. Following the Report there were motions regarding the Australian-Canadian Warrants and
it was voted to leave these standing, with the consequences of non-intercourse with the Great
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Priory of England to be handled if, as and when it arose.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of Warrants to Cyrene No. 29, Parkdale;
and to Daniel Spry No. 30 and Australasia No. 31, Melbourne. A subsequent motion was made and
approved that Cyrene Preceptory would have concurrent jurisdiction with all Toronto Preceptories.
The Committee on Grievances and Appeals noted that the issue of missing documents of
Gondemar Preceptory having been received and the issues resolved, the suspended member
should be reinstated.

Motions were put and approved: 400 copies of the Annual proceedings to be printed and that
a suitable address would be sent to Queen Victoria on her Jubilee.

A Notice of Motion was given regarding the formation of Provincial Grand Priories by three or
more Preceptories in a Province, holding authority under the Sovereign Great Priory.

5th Assembly—July 17, 1888—Toronto

Most Eminent Knight Colonel W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., welcomed all members and
visitors to the fifth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, held on Tuesday,
July 17, 1888, at Toronto. He spoke with sorrow about the recent decision of the Great Priory of
England and Wales to suspend relations with Canada. He noted that it was the decision of the
Australian Fratres to maintain their Warrants from Canada, and not Canada’s refusal to suspend
the Warrants, which was a major cause of the problem. He then noted that the recently created
Sovereign Great Priory of Victoria had been established by the three Preceptories Warranted by
Canada and he hoped that they would be recognized by their Mother Great Priory - Canada.
Having achieved no change in the relationship of the Scottish Encampments in NB, the Grand
Master recommended that the Edict of Non-Intercourse be lifted and that they be treated as equals
to Canadian Preceptories.

Colonel MaclLeod Moore advised that he had issued a circular to all Provincial Grand Priors
instructing them to pay more attention to Preceptories in their Districts. He deplored the increase
in public pageantry being adopted by some Preceptories, like the American Commanderies and
instructed Presiding Preceptors to undertake greater ritual - both training classes and actual work
of the three Orders in Preceptories. He followed this with the observation that while election of
Presiding Preceptors was up to Preceptories, they might consider retaining the Presiding Preceptor
for several years as one way of maintaining a high capability in the ritual and other work of the
Preceptory.

He reminded the Assembly that the Order had “taken up” the Temperance question and had
entered into a crusade against “all keepers of drinking taverns” whom he viewed as “dark spot(s)
upon our escutcheon”.

He concluded with a lengthy discourse on the “supposed” connection between masonry and
Templary—noting that before 1700 masonry (such as it was) was distinctly Trinitarian Christian.
But that Templary, per se, was grafted onto speculative masonry towards the latter part of the
eighteenth century, when “every idle tale and legend relation to Freemasonry was firmly believed
and taken for granted . . .”
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There are no indications in the Proceedings of visits to Preceptories by the Grand Master, nor
are there any notices of Dispensations issued or By-Law changes requested and approved.

In 1887/88 the Sovereign Great Priory had 28 Preceptories administered through 8 Districts: the
three Australian Preceptories had formed their own Great Priory thereby reducing the number of
Preceptories from 31 and the number of Districts by one, and the Kingston and Ottawa Districts
were reported by the Provincial Grand Prior as being one composite District.

Membership of the Order in Canada appears to have continued growing but there are problems
with the consolidation reported in the Proceedings. The number of members reported on as of
December 31, 1887 is shown as 977 while the equivalent number for that date reported the year
before was 950. In any case, the number of Installations, reported as 97 (which does not break out
Installation, Affiliation and Restorations), is 24 greater than the number of losses of 73
(Withdrawals, 41; Suspensions, 21; and Deaths 11). Total membership had now broken the
millennium barrier with 1,001. The largest Preceptory was Godfrey de Bouillon with 103 members
and the smallest was Kent with 8 members.

All but three Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly—Nova Scotia No. 5, Halifax;
Plantagenet No. 8, St. Catharines and Union de Molai No. 11, St. John. Of the remaining 25
Preceptories, 12 were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 4 by Proxy, and the balance by Past
Preceptors. The Credentials Committee noted that nine Preceptories (1, 5, 6, 10, 15, 19, 20, 22
and 23) had failed to complete and sign certificates and documents in the correct manner which
could have resulted in disqualification of the Preceptory representatives to vote.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors indicated that the condition of the Order continued to be
strong across the country, but that there were areas of weakness.

. London District [194 members]—reported on the strong performance of Preceptories, but
a warning flag was again raised in respect of Kent, whose small membership of 8,
presented a challenge for the Presiding Preceptor.

. Hamilton District [166 members]—was reported as strong although it was noted that “de
Clairveaux (had) not made any progress in the year.”

. Toronto District [235 members]—reported that the city Preceptories were in good shape but
that the “country” Preceptories were stagnant and unable to secure new candidates for
Orders as rural masonry, in general, was extremely weak.

. The Kingston and Ottawa District [104 members: note the reintegration of the two
components]—were reported as having three strong Preceptories and two which were
weaker, but “coming along.”

. Quebec District [85 members]—reported the three Preceptories were strong and effective.

. New Brunswick [46 members], Nova Scotia [56 members] and Manitoba [58 members]

Districts—reported that they considered themselves in a much stronger position than in
previous years.
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The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the strength of many of the Preceptories and
complimented the Provincial Grand Priors on the quality of their reports. It was also noted that while
attendance at meetings as a percentage of the membership was still low, their appeared to be a
marked improvement in the quality of the ritual.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $ 1,191.06 which, when combined with the
previous year’s unspent balance of $ 342.41, left a positive balance of $ 528.93 after expenditures
of $1,004.54.

The Committee Grievances and Appeals called for the attendance of a member of Gondemar
Preceptory to answer for his past actions. This was an ongoing issue which had occupied several
years of effort by the Preceptory and Sovereign Great Priory.

A Notice of Motion having been made at the previous Assembly to amend the Statutes regarding
Honourary membership, the Motion was Made, Seconded and carried. A Notice of Motion regarding
the formation of Provincial Grand Priories having been made at the previous Assembly, a Motion
was Made and Seconded, but was defeated. It was considered to be a Notice of Motion for future
consideration for 1889.

A Notice of Motion was given in respect of Statute 28 dealing with the permission of Past
Preceptors to vote for election of Provincial Grand Prior.

In a special report, the Grand Chancellor read out letters from the Sovereign Great Priory of
Victoria, Australia, requesting recognition of its formation and existence from Canada; from the
Grand Encampment of the United States regarding the suspension of the Grand Commandery of
lowa; and from Great Priory of England and Wales advising that at its meeting of December 6,
1887, the following resolution was passed unanimously: “That this National Great Priory do sever
all connection with, and for the future refuse to recognize, the Great Priory of Canada.”

6th Assembly—QOctober 22, 1889—Montreal

The Most Eminent Grand Master, Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., welcomed the attendees
at the sixth Annual Assembly, on Tuesday, October 22, 1889 held at Montreal and apologized for
his failing health. He noted that relations with all Jurisdictions were excellent except for those with
the Great Priory of England and Wales which were virtually non-existent. He remarked that the new
Sovereign Great Priory of Victoria was strong and flourishing although, like Canada, it was
unrecognized by Great Priory. He then continued his Annual Allocution with a discourse on the
origins of Knights Templary and its distinct and unique Christian orientation.

With his ailing health the Supreme Grand Master was unable to visit any Preceptories, and
missed the Triennial Conclave of the United States.

In 1888/89 the Sovereign Great Priory had 27 Preceptories organized into eight Districts.
For the first time, membership in the Order was reported to have declined from 1001 as of
December 31, 1887 to 944 as of December 31, 1888. While there were 66 Installations, these were

offset by 25 withdrawals, 18 suspensions and 11 deaths, and 74 members in the three Australian
Preceptories had transferred their allegiance to the new Sovereign Great Priory of Victoria, which
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had been established with the blessing of Canada.

Six Preceptories were not represented at the Annual Assembly, the largest number of
unrepresented Preceptories since its formation in 1884 (absent were Nova Scotia No. 5; King
Baldwin No. 6; Union de Molai No. 11; Harington No. 14; St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 and
Kent No. 20 Preceptories). Of the remaining 19 Preceptories, 5 were represented by the Presiding
Preceptor and three by Proxy, with the balance being represented by Past Preceptors.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors were received:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22, and 26; 194 members]—reported four strong
Preceptories but noted that with hindsight, Kent Preceptory (#20) likely should have
amalgamated with Windsor (#26) when it was formed.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 19 and 23; 180 members]—noted three strong Preceptories
(3, 8 and 23), one holding its own (No. 10) and one which was then dormant (No. 19).

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 15, 17, 18 and 29; 221 members]—was variable: two
Preceptories had amalgamated (#2 and #17) while Nos. 12, 15 and 29 were working well.
Concern was raised again regarding the survivability of Palestine (#18) at Whitby where
there was a limited Masonic organization on which to draw for candidates.

. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 14 and 16; 101 members] —was considered to be
doing well.
. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 85 members]—noted that the two Montreal Preceptories

were doing well, but flagged concerns for No. 25 as there was (like Whitby) considered to
be a very small masonic base on which to draw.

. New Brunswick [No. 11; 46 members], Nova Scotia [Nos. 5 and 27; 56 members] and
Manitoba [No. 24; 58 members] Districts—reported they were doing very well and that the
future looked bright.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order congratulated the Provincial Grand Priors for their
excellent and useful reports and noted that Preceptories in larger centres were doing well. They
concurred in the difficulties being faced in smaller towns but made not recommendation to handle
the problems.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $ 981.60 when combined with the previous
year's unspent balance of $ 528.93 left a positive balance of $ 503.70 after expenditures of
$1,006.83.

Statute 28 was amended by a vote to permit Preceptors, rather than just the Presiding
Preceptors, to vote to elect the Provincial Grand Priors.

7th Assembly—July 15, 1890—Kingston

Most Eminent Knight Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., welcomed attendees to the seventh
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Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada which was held on Tuesday, July 15,
1890, at Kingston.

He advised all of his enfeebling illness and apologized for being unable to attend many functions.
He spoke in support of his decision to alter the title of Cyrene Preceptory to “Cyrene” or “Grand
Master’'s Own” Preceptory and Priory, noting that the change applied only while he was able to
bestow it and not to last forever, along the same lines of the decision regarding Hugh de Payens
Premier Preceptory. He again spoke strongly against adopting the American uniform, defended his
strong comments regarding the distinctions between Canadian Knights Templary as being closer
to the intended Christian orientation than that of the Americans, and noted that any changes should
be the result of considered deliberation and not merely immediate and copying of other
organizations. He commented on the misunderstanding with Great Priory and recommended
establishing a Committee to prepare a Petition and submit it in an effort to resolve the issues.
Lastly, he criticized the Grand Chancellor for failing to issue the Grand Master’s Circular, which Col.
MacLeod Moore did, himself, on February 27, 1890.

As with the previous year, Colonel MacLeod Moore’s ongoing illness prevented him from
attendance at many functions.

In 1889/90 the Sovereign Great Priory had 27 Preceptories organized and administered through
eight Districts. The past year had seen the loss of one Preceptory in the Toronto District when Odo
de St. Amand No. 17 had amalgamated with Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2, and the Warrant of
No. 17 had been surrendered.

Membership in the Order showed an increase from 944 members as at December 31, 1888 to
990 as at December 31, 1889. The increase came from 75 Installations and 10 Affiliations which
were offset by 15 withdrawals, 12 suspensions and 12 deaths.

All but eight of the 27 Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly - missing were
Sussex No. 9, Stanstead; Union de Molai No. 11, St. John, NB; Harington No. 14, Almonte;
Gondemar No. 16, Belleville; St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19, Port Colborne; Kent No. 20,
Chatham; St. EImo No. 22, Stratford; and Ray No. 23, Port Arthur. Of the remaining 19
Preceptories, 3 were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 1 by the Constable and the balance
by Preceptors.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors were again variable and ranged from those with important
information on the condition of the Order to those which were meager enough to evoke a comment
from the Committee on the Condition of the Order.

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22 and 26; 194 members]—was noted as being close to a
standstill with only 6 new admissions during the year into the District, and that although 40
meetings were held by the five Preceptories, average attendance was 8 members.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 19 and 23; 178 members]—reported on the absence of
many of the elder members at Preceptory meetings and suggested that adoption of
American uniform and tactics might lead to a greater interest in the Order and better
attendance. Victoria Preceptory, with a membership of 18, was reported to have held 8
meetings during the year with an average attendance of 10 members and Godfrey de
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Bouillon, with a membership of 99, held nine meetings with an average attendance of 22
members. The Provincial Grand Prior had not attended meetings at St. Bernard de
Clairveaux or Ray Preceptories.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 15, 18 and 29; 234 members]—reported that the Preceptories
were now in a strong position, and that Palestine Preceptory looked to have good prospects
with several new candidates coming forward. The Provincial Grand Prior advised that he
did not support the recommendation of the Supreme Grand Master to change the name of
Cyrene Preceptory.

. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6 and 12 - Kingston and Nos. 14 and 16 - Ottawa; 110
members]—provided no information due the iliness of the Provincial Grand Prior and his
inability to visit Preceptories.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 89 members]—reported that prospects for Coeur de Lion
and Sussex Preceptories looked very good, but that there was little progress in Quebec City
and that William de la More the Martyr Preceptory’s future was not bright.

. New Brunswick District [No. 11; 45 members]—reported there was limited prospect given
the intransigence of the Scottish Encampments.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5 and 27; 55 members]—continued to be relatively strong and
recommended that a future Annual Assembly be held in the Maritimes.

. Manitoba District [No. 24; 85 members]—was reported growing at a “great rate” and the
work was of a high caliber.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted that the recommendation to adopt a more
standard uniform and drill should not be ridiculed by the Supreme Grand Master. The Committee
noted that it had some basis in reality and might enhance the Order in the longer term, which was
certainly the experience of the largest Preceptories which had adopted a uniform and do work a
drill and tactics (of sorts). The Committee noted that no Preceptories of Instruction had been
offered and suggested this should be reinstated. The issue of arrears of dues was flagged, the lack
of regular monthly meetings noted, along with a general lack of attendance, which the Committee
felt might be indicative of an ennui in the Order. It was in accepting the District reports that the
Grand Chancellor was asked to present his “side” of the issue with regard to the Circular which he
had not issued. His reply was that it was not an appropriate Circular as it opened “old wounds”
regarding preferences to a Preceptory, that there were no funds for the Circular, and that the GM’s
instructions were, in his opinion, not lawful in terms of the Statutes.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $822.00 which, when combined with the
previous year’s unspent balance of $503.70, left a positive balance of $559.68 after expenditures
of $766.02.

Colonel William James Bury MacLeod Moore, G.C.T., died on September 1, 1890 at his home
at Prescott. He is buried in Mount Royal Cemetery, Montreal. Visits to the site and its Memorial and
related activities and reports on its condition to the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada are now the
responsibility of a Chairman of the MacLeod Moore Memorial Committee. He is assisted by two
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Vice Chairmen (one from each of the Ottawa-Kingston and Quebec) Districts, and the Preceptories
of the two Districts.

[Courtesy of the author.]

67



Special Assembly—October 21, 1890—Hamilton

A Special Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada was convened on Tuesday,
October 21, 1890, at Hamilton, on the instructions of Right Eminent Knight Daniel Spry, G.C.T.,
Acting Supreme Grand Master, to conduct essential business including the election of a new
Supreme Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master and to install these officers, and enact any other
business essential for the good of the Order.

In his opening remarks, Right Eminent Knight Spry paid respects to Col. William James Bury
MacLeod Moore, who passed away on September 1, 1890, at Prescott, Ontario. He was
responsible for the rebirth of Knights Templary in Canada by reviving the defunct Warrant at
Kingston in 1852, establishing the National Great Priory of Canada and the Sovereign Great Priory
of Canada.

The Committee on Credentials reported that of 27 Preceptories on the roll, eight were not
represented at the Special Assembly (Nova Scotia No. 4, Halifax; King Baldwin No. 6, Belleville;
Moore No. 13, Peterborough; Harington No. 14, Aimonte; Gondemar No. 16, Maitland; St. Bernard
de Clairveaux No. 19, Port Colborne; Walter de la More No. 25, Quebec City and Malta No. 27,
Truro, NS). Of the remainder, eight were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 5 by Proxy and
the balance by Preceptors.

Only one nomination was made and Right Eminent Knight James Alexander Henderson, LL.D.,
QC, of Kingston, was declared unanimously elected for the balance of the year. Right Eminent
Knight Henry Robertson, LL.B., QC, of Collingwood, was elected as Deputy Grand Master and
awarded the honour of G.C.T.

Due to ill health, Most Eminent Knight Henderson had not been able to attend the special
Assembly in Hamilton. He was subsequently installed as Supreme Grand Master on November 17,
1890 and awarded the G.C.T. Regrettably, he passed away on December 7, 1890, at Kingston.

During the Special Assembly, several Motions were made, seconded and upheld at the Special
Assembly: that the Supreme Grand Master be empowered to resolve the difficulties with the New
Brunswick Scottish Encampments; that the Red Cross degree be made one of the recognized
degrees of the Order, to be conferred before the Templar Degree; and that a collection be made
from all Preceptories so that a fund could be donated to Mrs Moore.
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James Alexander Henderson, G.C.T.
(SGM 1890-1891)

(1821-1890)
James Alexander Henderson D.C.L., LL.B., Q.C., was born at Stoke, near Plymouth, England,
in February 1821. He followed the profession of law and the degree of D.C.L. was conferred on him

by Trinity University in 1865. He served as Master in Chancery. It is not clear when he came to
Canada. He died on December 7, 1890, at Kingston.

Masonic Career

In Symbolic Masonry James Alexander Henderson was initiated into Ancient St. John Lodge,
Kingston, Upper Canada, on November 21, 1843 and was Master of the Lodge in 1847. He took
partin the union of the two Grand Lodges in 1858 and was elected as District Deputy Grand Master
in 1862, Deputy Grand Master in 1877 and 1878, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. &
A.M. of Canada in 1879 and 1880.

In Capitular Masonry his Chapter is unknown but he served as Grand Superintendent in 1862.

In Knights Templary, he was Installed in Hugh de Payens Encampment (then No. 22 ER, now
No. 1 Canada) in 1854 and assisted Colonel William James Bury McLeod Moore in establishing
Knights Templary in the Province of Canada (present-day Ontario and Quebec). He was Deputy
Provincial Grand Commander in 1855, Provincial Prior of Ontario Eastin 1873, and both Great Sub
Prior and Deputy Grand Master from 1879 to 1890. At the Annual Assembly of the National Great
Priory of Canada he was invested as a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Temple. On October
21, 1890 he was unanimously elected as Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of
Canada on the death of Colonel William James Bury McLeod Moore, a rank he held for only two
months, until his own death on December 7, 1890, at Kingston.
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8th Assembly—July 21, 1891—Toronto

The acting Supreme Grand Master, Right Eminent Knight Henry Robertson, LL.B., QC,
welcomed attendees to the eighth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada held
on Tuesday, July 21, 1891, at Toronto. In spite of the upheavals caused by the recent deaths of
the first two Supreme Grand Masters, the Order was growing and he had approved a request to
resurrect the Warrant of Odo de St. Amand Preceptory, No. 17 and to remove it to Brantford. He
also noted that on May 27, 1891, he had granted Dispensation to form Western Gate Preceptory
at Victoria, BC. He discussed the important work facing the Committee on Ritual, desiring to
preserve something other than the “American” working which tended to vary by State although the
“basic principles were preserved.” He saw Sovereign Great Priory as having to decide (a) to
continue with the English ritual; (b) adopt the American; (c) adopt the American with adaptations
for Canada or (d) revise the present Ritual to make it accord with Canadian preferences.

With the death of two Grand Masters within months of each other, there had been no opportunity
for either them, or the Deputy, to undertake any visitations to Preceptories or other Grand Bodies.

In 1890/91 the 29 Preceptories were administered through 8 Districts—an increase of two
Preceptories through the resurrection of Warrant No. 17 (Odo de St. Amand Preceptory in Toronto)
which had been removed to Brantford, and the establishment of the new Western Gate Preceptory,
No. 30 at Victoria, British Columbia. All but three Preceptories were represented at the Annual
Assembly (Nova Scotia No. 5, Halifax; Union de Molai No. 11, St. John NB and St. Bernard de
Clairveaux No. 19, Port Colborne). Of the twenty-six attending Preceptories, 11 were represented
by the Presiding Preceptor, 6 by Proxy and the balance by Preceptors.

Membership in the Order had also improved from 990 members at December 31, 1889 to 1003
on December 31, 1890. The increases of 71 Installations, 15 Affiliations and 3 Restorations had
been offset by 32 Withdrawals, 25 Suspensions and 19 Deaths.

Reports from the Provincial Grand Priors continued to indicate variations across the Districts:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22 and 26; 185 members]—reported three very strong
Preceptories and two very weak ones (Kent No. 20 and St. EImo No. 22).

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 19 and 23; 184 members]—reported one strong Preceptory
(Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3) and two which were improving their overall condition and
membership (Victoria No. 10 and Plantagenet No. 8). A recommendation was made that
due to distance from central Ontario, Ray Preceptory No. 23, at Port Arthur, might be
placed in the Manitoba District. Relations with St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 could only
be considered difficult when the Provincial Grand Prior reported his communications
regarding an official visit were ignored.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 15, 18 and 29; 235 members]—again noted a strong group of
Preceptories which were growing. Problems with the Masonic Hall facilities available to
Mount Calvary No. 12 prevented some meetings but otherwise that Preceptory was in good
shape. It was noted that the desire in the District to have a standard uniform, tactics and
working, was not meant to imply wholesale adoption of the American system, but to
underscore the need for a distinctly Canadian one which would be encouraging to the
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members of the Order in Canada.

. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 14 and 16; 114 members]—noted that conditions
at Harington Preceptory No. 14 were unknown as it had not been visited. The other
Preceptories were in a strong position although the financial position of Gondemar No. 16
was “deplorable”.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 82 members]—did not report.

. New Brunswick District [No. 11; 40 members]—reported continuing problems with the
Scottish Encampments.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5 and 27; 54 members]—noted that the Order had lost some
ground as no new candidates had come forward during the year and that interest in the
Order was considered to be “flagging”.

. Manitoba District [No. 24; 96 members]—again reported a strong year.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the strong performance of districts generally,
except for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. The increase in the number of meetings of
Preceptories and an improvement in average attendance were positive indicators. The Committee
noted the performance of the weaker Preceptories and, with regard to Ray Preceptory,
recommended that the Grand Master administer it through the Manitoba District. It encouraged
special attention be paid to St. Bernard de Clairveaux Preceptory and looked favourably on the
formation of two new Preceptories—Odo de St. Armand at Brantford and Western Gate at Victoria.

The Audit and Finance Committee noted receipts of $1,278.20 which, when combined with the
previous year’s unspent balance of $ 559.68, left a positive balance of $ 506.16 after expenditures
of $1,331.72.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of a Warrant to Western Gate Preceptory.

The Committee on Ritual, while not unanimous in the content and presentation of a new draft
Ritual, presented a manuscript of it and recommended that it be printed, sent to each Preceptory
to be followed during the new year, and then discussed at the 1892 Annual Assembly for
modification or adoption.

Statute 83 was amended to reflect that the three separate Certificates for the Red Cross,
Templar and Malta Orders would be replaced with one Certificate at a cost of $4.00 per Certificate.
Notices of Motion were presented to amend Statutes 7; 132; 28 (to include BC); 50 and 93-99
(regarding a uniform); 60; and 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 and 43. The latter group of Statutes would be
repealed and replaced by a suitable wording regarding the establishment of three-member
Standing Committees on Audit and Finance; State of the Order; Foreign Correspondence;
Constitution and Laws; Appeals and Grievances; and Fraternal Dead.

On July 18, 1891, Right Eminent Knight Henry Robertson, LL.B., QC, was elected as Supreme
Grand Master for 1891-1892 and he was duly Installed.
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Henry Robertson
(SGM 1891-1892)

(1840-1923)

Henry Robertson, LL.B., QC, G.C.T. was born at Whitchurch, York Cty, Ontario on May 31, 1840.
He was a son of John Robertson who had come to Canada with his father, Archibald, who was
allocated a grant of land in Verpry Township when he retired from the British Army in 1823. John
Robertson married Catharine Smith and they had two sons: Henry and Arthur.

He attended Hamilton Central School, Barrie Grammar School and graduated from the University
of Toronto with an LL.B. in 1861, the same year he was called to the Bar. He practised law in
Collingwood and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1890 by the Earl of Derby. He was a member
of Collingwood’s Public and High School Boards and served as Chairman. He was also Chairman
of the Public Library Board; President of the Collingwood Golf Club and the Collingwood Curling
Club; and Honorary President as well as First Vice-President of the Canadian Whist League.

He was an active Oddfellows member and was Grand Master in 1882.

He was a Liberal in politics and President of the West Simcoe Reform Association. He was also
active on the Collingwood Town Council and served as Reeve. He was appointed as a member of
the Royal Commission for the Revision of the Public Statutes of Ontario in November 1902.

He married Bethia (third daughter of John Rose of Bradford) in 1866 and they had two daughters,
Margaret Rose (b 1867 and one of the University of Toronto’s first female MA graduates who later
married A. T. Watt and they resided in Victoria, BC) and Katherine Leonors (born 1870).

Henry Robertson died at Collingwood, Ontario, on September 19, 1923.

Masonic Career

He was initiated into Manito Lodge, No. 90 GRC, Collingwood (August 8, 1861) and was
Worshipful Master (1865-66). He was DDGM (1885), Grand Steward (1865-6), Member of the
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Board of General Purposes (1867-1922), Grand Junior Warden (1870-71) and Deputy Grand
Master (1884-6). He was elected and installed as the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. &
A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario in Windsor, Ontario, July 1886.

In Capitular Masonry he was Exalted in St. Andrew’s Chapter, No. 4 GRC, Toronto on December
2, 1863. He was a Founder Member of Manito Chapter, No. 27 GRC, Collingwood in 1866 and was
the Chapter’s charter First Principal as well as being elected to that position for 1881 and 1886. He
was active in Grand Chapter and was elected as Grand Third Principal (1879) and as Honorary
Past Grand First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province
of Ontario in 1888.

In Knights Templary he was Knighted in Geoffrey de Bouillon Preceptory, No. 3, Toronto (1861).
A Charter Member of Hurontario (now Victoria) Preceptory, No. 10, Collingwood he was Presiding
Preceptor (1869-74). He was also a Charter Member of Moore Preceptory, No. 13, Peterborough
(1870) and elected as an Honorary Member of Mount Calvary Preceptory, No. 12, Barrie (1882).
He was elected as Provincial Grand Prior for the Toronto District in 1880 and appointed as a
member of the Grand Council (1884-85, 1885-86, 1886-87, 1887-88 and 1888-89). He was elected
as Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada in 1891.

In the Scottish Rite he was a 33° Scottish Rite Mason.

M.Em.Kt. Robertson was a noted Masonic author and publisher. He was editor of the
Jurisprudence Department of The Craftsman from 1877 to 1882 and published the Digest of
Masonic Jurisprudence in 1881, which ran through three editions. He had also been one of the
proprietors of the Hamilton Spectator.

9th Assembly—July 19, 1892—London

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Henry Robertson, LL.B., QC, G.C.T.,
welcomed the attendees and visitors to the ninth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory
of Canada, held on Tuesday, July 19, 1892, at London, Ont.

He reported a favourable increase in membership and in the positive balance of funds of the
Order. He complimented Districts on their performance and the encouraging reports he had
received. He advised the Assembly that he had authorized the issuance of a Circular to all
Preceptories on October 13, 1891 stating that the Red Cross had been made a recognized degree
of the Order and must be conferred on candidates before the Templar Degree (resolution by
R.Em.Kts. Henry Robertson and E. A. Dalley, Oct. 21, 1890, Hamilton-Special Assembly) and that
in future only one Certificate covering the Red Cross, Templar and Malta degrees would be issued
to members (resolution by M.Em.Kt. Daniel Spry, G.C.T., and R.Em.Kt. John Ross Robertson, July
21, 1891, Toronto). He advised that he had issued a Dispensation to Yarmouth Preceptory in
February 1891 and that, based on their strong effort, a Warrant would be issued. He confirmed that
a Provincial Grand Prior could appoint a District Secretary to deal with correspondence, along the
lines of Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter. The Supreme Grand Master advised that he had ruled
that the standing of a member in his Preceptory was not affected by his suspension from his Lodge.
He noted the Committee on Ritual would a presentation and request input and advice as the draft
Ritual which had been circulated was found unacceptable by all Preceptories except those in Nova
Scotia and BC. He hoped to resolve the uniform issue.
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In looking back on the history of the Order in Canada the Supreme Grand Master commented
that “The old regime has passed away. The new one is yet to come. . . . (and) my term of office
may be styled an interim, a period of change . . ..”

There are no indications in the Annual Proceedings of visits to individual Preceptories undertaken
by the Supreme Grand Master, nor any approvals to change By-Laws, nor the issue of
Dispensations.

In 1891-1892 there were 30 Preceptories administered through 9 Districts. All but seven
Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly (Nova Scotia No. 5, Halifax; Union de Molai
No. 11, St. John NB; Moore No. 13, Peterborough; Harington No. 14, Almonte; St. Bernard de
Clairveaux No. 19, Port Colborne; Metropolitan No. 28, Melbourne (defunct); and Yarmouth No. 31,
Yarmouth, NS). Of the 23 Preceptories which attended, nine were represented by the Presiding
Preceptor, two by the Constable, seven by Proxy and the balance by Preceptors.

Membership in the Order in Canada continued to grow, from 1003 members on December 31,
1889 to 1053 on December 31, 1890. Admissions totaled 105, Affiliations 5 and Restorations 12.
But these were offset with 42 Withdrawals, 12 Suspensions and 15 Deaths.

Reports from six Provincial Grand Priors noted the status of developments in their Districts. No
reports were received from New Brunswick, Manitoba or British Columbia:

. In London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22 and 26; 185 members]—progress was noted. Richard
Coeur de Lion No. 4 reported 61 members, had held 12 assemblies and had opportunities
to increase membership. Kent No. 20 had not been visited and held very few meetings,
prospects were not considered good. Burleigh No. 21, had 57 members and had held 9
assemblies during year and although prospects looked good the report indicated that
members were generally uninterested in the Order. St. EImo No. 22 with 19 members was
noted as serving a large rural area, making meetings difficult through lack of attendance,
but had managed to hold five assemblies. Windsor No. 26 had 35 members and had held
17 assemblies and prospects for the Preceptory were reported as good.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17, 19, 23; 193 members]—improving over time and
growing. St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 had been called to a meeting convened by the
Provincial Grand Prior and were starting to “come around.” Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 was
steadily increasing in size and its prospects were good. Odo de St. Amand No. 17, which
had been transferred from Toronto to Brantford had started well with 20 candidates for
degrees. Plantagenet No. 8's membership was stationary but its finances were strong.
Victoria No. 10 was felt to have promise and had improved financially. Ray No. 23 was
unvisited due to its location but developments in Port Arthur were felt to be encouraging.

. Toronto District [2, 12, 15, 18, 29; 236 members]—membership increase was positive but
not large due to a “financial depression”. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 reported 117
members and had held 14 meetings and continued to be the strongest Preceptory in
Canada. Prospects were considered good. Mt. Calvary No. 12 reported 35 members and
had held 12 meetings. It was “holding its own” and had taken up new rooms. St. John the
Almoner No. 15 reported 20 members and had held 4 meetings and appeared to have good
candidates waiting to be accepted. Palestine No. 18 reported 26 members and had held
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7 meetings, but most members lived outside the town. It had good facilities and a growing
town was considered to offer an opportunity to increase membership. Cyrene No. 29
reported 55 members and had held 13 meetings and was in an healthy condition.

. Kingston District [Nos. 1, 6, 12, 13, 14, 16; 137 members]—reported a general
improvement. Moore No. 13 was signalled out as doing good work.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9, 25; 82 members]—reported that the proposed new Ritual had
not met favour in the District. The Province of Quebec does not offer great opportunity for
increasing membership in the Order. Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 reported a drop in
membership by 1 due to death but looked good otherwise. Sussex No. 9 had experienced
a good year. Walter de la More the Martyr No. 25 had held 2 meetings but had not done
any work due to a lack of candidates.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos 5, 27, 31; 74 members]—had grown with the establishment of a
new Preceptory. Nova Scotia No. 5 had held 7 meetings during year although no comment
on its prospects were given. Malta No. 27 reported 19 members (6 being nonresident) and
although it met regularly has not worked degrees for several years. Yarmouth No. 31 had
been Constituted on March 16, 1892 and its officers installed. Twenty-three candidates had
entered in the first few months and things were considered “booming”. The Provincial
Grand Prior recommended that the Warrant be issued.

No PGP reports were received in respect of New Brunswick District [Nos. 11; 40 members],
Manitoba District [No. 24; 103 members] or British Columbia District [No. 30; 23 members].

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the increase in membership and the general
financial improvements of many of the Preceptories. It also accepted the general lack of support
from the Districts regarding the ritual which had been worked for the past year. Regardless of the
actual Ritual, the Committee again recommended the use of Preceptories of Instruction, held at
a central location, to assist Districts improve the quality of the work.

The Audit and Finance Committee reported that the Sovereign Great Priory was in a relatively
strong financial position. The previous year’s carry-over of funds was $ 506.16 and receipts were
$1,297.50, with expenditures of $ 786.00, leaving a healthy balance of $1,017.04.

The Committee on Ritual presented a revised Ritual which was accepted for the members to use.

Statutes 7 and 132 were amended. Statutes 36, 39, 40, 41, 42 and 43 were amended by being
replaced with the appropriate wording for three-member Standing Committees on Audit and
Finance, State of the Order, Foreign Correspondence, Constitution and Laws, Appeals and
Grievances, and Fraternal Dead. Statute 28 was amended to include British Columbia.

It was moved that the question of a standard Templar uniform be referred to a special committee.

Right Eminent Knight Elias Talbot Malone was elected as Supreme Grand Master for 1892-1893
and he was duly Installed.

75



Elias Talbot Malone
(SGM - 1892-1893)

(1854-1934)

Elias Talbot Malone, Q.C., was born in King’s County, Ireland, on February 11, 1854, the son of
John Talbot Malone and Dora Wrafter. He had one brother (Robert) and one sister (Dora). Elias
Talbot Malone journeyed to Canada in 1863 and took his education at a private school in Toronto,
then the Ingersoll Grammar School and Osgoode Hall, being admitted to the Bar in 1877.

He commenced practice in the firm of Edgar, Ritchie and Malone in 1878 (Sir J. D. Edgar,
K.C.M.G. and C. H. Ritchie, K.C.) and later became a senior member of Malone, Malone and Long,
which later became Malone, Malone, Sedgewick and Montgomery and then Malone, Malone and
Montgomery. He was Vice President of the Toronto General Trusts Corporation and the Imperial
Life Assurance Company, a Director of the Toronto Type Foundry Company, and held numerous
other Directorships, including being a Director of the Globe and Mail. He was appointed as a
Queen’s Counsel in 1899.

He was active in public life and was at one time the President of the Irish Protestant Benevolent
Society, Treasurer of the Toronto Liberal Association, a member of the Board of Trade and a
Trustee of both the Toronto Collegiate Institute and the Hospital for Sick Children. He was also
President of the Star Printing Company which directed The Toronto Star newspaper. He was
President of the Toronto Reform Association (1892) and Treasurer (1903).

He married Amy Morphy in September 1882 and they had three sons, Maurice (who was killed
in 1916 while on active service in France), Frank T. and Gerald M.

Most Eminent Knight Elias Talbot Malone died on October 9, 1934, in his 80th year, at Toronto
and is buried in St. James Cemetery, Toronto.

Masonic Career

He was initiated into Zetland Lodge, No. 326 GRC, Toronto in 1877 and was Worshipful Master
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(1895-96) and Treasurer (1895-1934). Active at Grand Lodge, he was elected as Deputy Grand
Master (1896-97 and 1897-98) and as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario (1898-99 and 1899-1900). In 1903 he was elected Grand Treasurer and
held that position for 30 years.

In Capitular Masonry his Chapter is not known, but he was an active officer of the Grand Chapter
of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario and was elected and installed as an
Honorary Past Grand First Principal in 1888.

In Knights Templary he was a member of Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 3, Toronto and was
Presiding Preceptor in 1885. He was active in Sovereign Great Priory, being elected as Provincial
Grand Prior of the Toronto District (1886-7), a member of the Grand Council (1887-8; 1888-9;
1889-90 and 1890-91) and Deputy Grand Master for the 1891-92. He was elected and Installed as
Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada for the 1892-1893 term.

In the Scotftish Rite he was a 33° Scottish Rite Mason.
10th Assembly—July 18, 1893—Ottawa

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Elias Talbot Malone welcomed the attendees
and visitors to the Tenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, held on
Tuesday, July 18, 1893, at Ottawa, Ontario.

In his address he noted that this was the first meeting in Ottawa since the establishment of the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada and paid tribute to the efforts of Colonel William James Bury
MacLeod Moore, G.C.T. He referred to the strong position of the Order in Canada and the high
number of Installations during his year and, while he noted some geographic areas needing some
support, he referred to the New Brunswick situation as a “misunderstanding with our Scottish
Fratres”. While he noted that the percentage of Freemasons who had joined the Order was low in
Canada, compared with the United States, for example, he felt that the Christian orientation of the
Order gave it a distinct useful place in the world, particularly from its benevolence focus. He
commented with pride on the new Ritual and noted that in most of the Preceptories visited ritual
work was of a high quality. He was now looking for feedback from Preceptories on the matter of
a Templar Uniform for the Jurisdiction.

With regard to the location of the Annual Assemblies, he noted that it was desirable to remove
it from the annual Assembly of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario and hold it,
across Canada, in various locations, particularly those with active Craft and Capitular Masonry. In
addition, he felt that it was desirable for the benefit of the Order to ensure that hard working
members were “promoted” with Grand Rank and that more effort had to be made for the smaller
Provinces (Nova Scotia, for example, had no senior officer in Sovereign Great Priory). He noted
his expectations of Provincial Grand Priors and that not all, in his opinion, were fulfilling the
important role assigned to them with the rank. He concluded in noting that the term of Supreme
Grand Master could continue to remain as one year provided the incumbent was assiduous in his
work on behalf of the Order in Canada.

The Supreme Grand Master recommended that Sovereign Great Priory confirm the rank of Past
Supreme Grand Master on Most Eminent Knight Daniel Spry, G.C.T., PDGM, Grand Chancellor,
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as a Past Supreme Grand Master, in recognition of his service to the Order as Grand Chancellor
in the period from 1876 onwards, and to Freemasonry in general.

Most Eminent Knight Malone undertook to visit as many Preceptories as possible during his year,
in order to encourage the members, oversee the working of the Ritual, and raise the profile of the
Order in Canada. He visited: Nos. 1, 2; 3; 4; 6; 8; 10; 13; 15; 17; 18; 19; 21; 26; 29 (twice); and 32;
all of which were in Ontario. He commented on being unable to visit the other five Ontario
Preceptories as he had not received replies to his communications with them. The Deputy Grand
Master was able to undertake official visits to other Preceptories in other Provinces, including:
Quebec (No. 7); Manitoba (Nos. 23 and 24); BC (No. 30); Nova Scotia (Nos. 5 and 27) and New
Brunswick (No. 11). Itis worth noting that this was the first time that the Annual Proceedings listed
visit to Preceptories, and was probably the first time in the history of the Order that so many
Preceptories had been so visited (23 of the 31 Preceptories then in existence—75%). Due to
business pressures the Supreme Grand Master sent a representative to the Triennial Conclave of
the Grand Encampment of the United States.

The Supreme Grand Master commented on selected major decisions made by him during the
year, and Dispensations granted. He upheld the previous decisions that suspension for NPD in a
Lodge or Chapter does not affect a member’s standing in a Preceptory and that an unaffiliated
Craft/RAM member could still join a Preceptory. However, he also noted that while these past
decisions were being upheld, he did not agree with them. He clarified that the interpretation of the
word “Province” in Statute 58 regarding a Preceptory jurisdiction did not relate to the geo-political
Province of the country, but was to be equated with the masonic word “District” and that the
jurisdiction of each Preceptory extended halfway to the next Preceptory in any direction. He ruled
that when a Dispensation is issued to permit an elected Presiding Preceptor to hold for a third year,
the Dispensation is only valid for that year, and that if re-elected, a new Dispensation would be
required.

The Supreme Grand Master advised that he had issued a Dispensation to Fratres in Ottawa to
meet as Ottawa Preceptory which had been Constituted and Consecrated on April 18, 1893. He
also removed the almost defunct Warrant of Harington Preceptory, No. 14, from Almonte to North
Bay, Ontario.

In 1892-93 there were 31 Preceptories organized into nine Districts. All but four were represented
at the Annual Assembly (Plantagenet No. 8, St. Catharines; St. John the Aimoner No. 15, Whitby;
Kent No. 20, Chatham; and Burleigh No. 21, St. Thomas). Of the 27 Preceptories which attended,
eight were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, one by the Constable, two by the Marshal; six
by Proxy, and the balance by Preceptors.

Membership in the Order continued to grow from 1055 members as at December 31, 1891 to
1116 members as of December 31, 1892. There were 106 Installations, 21 Affiliations and 5
Restorations. These increases were offset by 29 Withdrawals, 20 Suspensions and 20 deaths. The
largest Preceptory Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2, Toronto with 121 and the smallest was
Harington No. 14, North Bay with 8 members. The largestincrease in membership was with Ottawa
No. 32 which had 32 Installations to start the new Preceptory. Sixteen Preceptories had no
increase in membership. Cyrene No. 29, Toronto recorded the greatest decline - 7 members.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors noted the status of developments and the strong growth
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of the Order in Canada:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22 and 26; 184 members]—only Burleigh No. 21 was visited
during the year due to pressing business preoccupations. It had held 12 Assemblies and
has 53 members. The small numbers attending Preceptory Assemblies is accounted for by
the fact that the majority of members are railwaymen and are often “on the rails.” Richard
Coeur de Lion No. 4 held 17 Assemblies with an average attendance of 12 to 16, and had
a total membership of 76 (gaining 17 new members), prospects are good. Kent No. 20 held
3 Assemblies during the year with an average attendance of four members, and has a total
membership of 12. St. EImo No. 22 held six Assemblies with an average attendance of six
members. Total membership was 19. Windsor No. 26 held 30 Assemblies with an average
attendance of 16 members (all attended by the Provincial Grand Prior as it was his mother-
Preceptory). Membership was 37 and prospects were report as “never better”.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17, 19 and 23; 217 members]—attempts to organize a
District Meeting around the visit of the Supreme Grand Master were not successful.
Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 held 12 Assemblies with an average attendance unreported; had
118 members; and was reported in a “prosperous condition.” Plantagenet No. 8 with 32
members held 5 Assemblies no reported future prospects. Victoria No. 10 with 27 members
held 11 Assemblies and prospects were reported as “Good.” Odo de St. Amand No. 17 with
38 members held 8 Assemblies and had progressed well since the Masonic Hall was
overhauled and improved, and had excellent prospects. St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19
with 18 members held 3 Assemblies and prospects were considered fair. Ray No. 23 was
not visited and had provided no information to the PGP.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18 and 29; 252 members]—decried the low
membership in the Order with 350 Lodges in the Province (21,428 members) and 78
Chapters (3, 634 Companions), but only 21 Preceptories (745 Fratres) and he felt a
“crusade” should be undertaken. He felt that criticism of the Ritual was but a shield against
the real problem of officers not putting in the time to know their duties and practice the ritual
itself. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 was considered to be in a prosperous condition. The
Preceptory passed a resolution (forwarded to the Supreme Grand Master) “. . . that the
Annual Assembly be held at some time and place other than where the communication of
the Grand Lodge of Canadaiis held .. ..” Mt. Calvary No. 12 is holding its own. St. John the
Almoner No. 15 made good progress during the year. Palestine No. 18 was not in a good
state and the officers were unable to work the Ritual. In spite of small attendances at
Assemblies, the PGP felt that the growth of the town offered a good opportunity for the
Preceptory to increase membership. Cyrene No. 29 was not considered efficient in Ritual
and the Officers were noted for not understanding their duties. The PGP recommended
amalgamation with Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2.

. Kingston District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 107 members]—reported overall progress in the
District (which is now reported and called Kingston, lacking any reference to Ottawa). Hugh
de Payens No. 1 reported an uphill battle with the Scottish Rite which attracts many Masons
directly out of the Lodge, but now looked prosperous. King Baldwin No. 6 was reported in
a flourishing condition. Moore Gondemar No. 16 had made progress and was reported as
having a bright future. Moore No. 13 reported to have suffered with having only one
Chapter to draw from. Harington No. 14 had been removed from Almonte to North Bay (it
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appears as if the Preceptory was to remain in the Kingston District). Ottawa UD had now
been started and prospects were good given the growth of the Craft in the city and
surrounding area.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 86 members]—reported that Richard Coeur de Lion No.
7 maintained members. Sussex No. 9 had also maintained members (intake = losses).
William de la More the Martyr No. 25 held a greater number of Assemblies than in the past
and looked better. The request of Companions at Bedford to form a Preceptory had been
investigated but no positive recommendation made pending improvements in the
membership and activities of two Chapters in the area. However, he noted that Lafayette
Commandery in Vermont was prepared to Install four Companions from Quebec subject
to obtaining approval: thus delay on the one hand would see a loss of potential members.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27, 31; 95 members]—reported Nova Scotia No. 5 progressing
well with new work and had good prospects. Malta No. 27 had increasing membership and
prospects were bright. Yarmouth No. 31 was progressing well and had requested
assistance in working the new Ritual for the first time.

. New Brunswick District [No. 11; 38 members]—reported Union de Molai (Molay) No. 11 had
not been active and is being re-energized. Reports good discussions with St. Stephen
Encampment (Scottish). St. John Encampment (Scottish) has appointed a Committee to
examine the feasibility of joining Canada and the PGP is hopeful that eventually there may
be one Preceptory for the city of St. John holding a single Warrant.

. Manitoba District [No. 24]—no report presented.

. British Columbia District [No. 30; 29 members]—reported Western Gate was in good
condition, all members had uniforms. Prospects were unclear due to a depression along
the coast and the death of prominent Knights Templar, including the Preceptory Registrar.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the inability of PGPs to visit all Preceptories
and recommended that more attention be paid to the visits which were considered essential for the
overall improvement of quality in the Order. It also recommended Ray Preceptory be placed in
Toronto District as the rail connections between the two centres was excellent and that the transfer
of Harington No. 14 to North Bay would do much for the Preceptory. The Committee also noted
strong improvements in Quebec and Nova Scotia Districts and commented positively on the report
from New Brunswick regarding the closer move to resolving the issue of the Scottish
Encampments. They considered the West Coast Preceptory to be in a strong position.

The Audit and Finance Committee reported that Sovereign Great Priory was in a strong financial
position. The previous year’s carry-over of funds was $1,017.25 and receipts were $1,071.77, with
expenditures of $1,224.95, leaving a healthy balance of $863.86.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of Warrant No. 32 to Ottawa Preceptory
and the Supreme Grand Master delivered the Warrant of Confirmation to the representatives of the
Preceptory.

The Committee on Uniform recommended a standard full dress uniform consisting of a black
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Frock Coat, black pants, sword, belt, baldric, shoulder straps, gloves and chapeau. The report was
“received, and (to) be further taken into consideration in connection with the proposal to amend the
Statutes in conformity with the recommendation of the Committee.”

Statute 38 regarding the composition of the Grand Council was amended to correct an earlier
error. The proposal to amend Statute 58 was withdrawn. Statute 132 was amended to include the
reference to the wearing of a mantle at an Assembly of a Preceptory. Statutes 20, 50, 55, 82 and
83 were amended.

At the Tenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, on July 18, 1893, the
Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Elias Talbot Malone, G.C.T., noted that “By some
oversight the rank of Fratre Spry does not appear to have been formally confirmed by us, although
in his position as Past Grand Master, he presided at the opening of the Special Meeting of Great
Priory in the City of Hamilton in 1891. No one has laboured more faithfully in the interests of
Templarism than Fratre Spry, and no one is more entitled to recognition at our hands than he. I,
therefore, recommend that Great Priory confer on Fratre Spry the rank of Past Grand Master of the
Great Priory of Canada.”

Right Eminent Knight Edmund Ernest Sheppard was unanimously elected as Supreme Grand
Master for the 1893-94 term and he and was duly Installed.
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Daniel Spry, G.C.T. (Hon) 1893

(1835-1897)

Samuel Spry of Devonshire, England and his wife Janet McLean of Perth Scotland emigrated to
Canada, where Samuel, a member of the Royal Sappers and Miners commanded by Colonel John
By, was employed in the construction of the Rideau Canal. He purchased his discharge and settled
on a farm near Merrickville on the Rideau River, in Carleton County.

Daniel Spry was born on the family farm on November 29, 1835. Samuel died shortly afterwards
and his mother, finding the farm too much to handle, moved the family to a place 10 miles east of
Prescott, where eight-year old Daniel worked as a water-boy on the building of a local canal. A
move to Iroquois was quickly followed by a move to Toronto where Daniel attended the Model
School. While here he apprenticed himself to grocer John C. Griffith and later worked as a book-
keeper for Messrs. G. & B. Barnack of Richmond Hill and Bradford.

He was employed as a clerk in the Toronto Post Office and was transferred to the Post Office
Savings Bank at Ottawa. Due to failing health he returned to Toronto and set himself up as a
grocer. His skills in the Post Office Department had been noticed and he was requested by the
government to return to their employ, and in 1876 he was Post Office Inspector and responsible
for supervising operations in the Districts of Toronto, Barrie and London. He held this position for
21 years.

Daniel Spry belonged to a number of community organizations—the Cadets of Temperance, at
which he became a well-known speaker; Director of both the Toronto and the Barrie Mechanics’
Institutes; he was one of the organizers of the Ontario Literary Society and became President;
Editor of several comic papers; Grand Master Workman of the Ancient Order of United Workmen;
Chairman of the Barrie School Board; and a member of the Merchants’ Rifle Company (a militia
unit), an Ensign in the 10th Royal Regiment and a Lieutenant in the Queen’s Own Rifles.

He was a member of the Anglican Church of Canada and a Lay Delegate to the Synod of the
Diocese of Toronto.
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Daniel Spry was married twice: in 1856 to Miss Mary Jane Burgess and in 1867 to Miss Mary A.
Fortier and had eight children—several of whom (or their spouses) were members of the Masonic
Fraternity and also served their country in the military.

Most Eminent Knight Daniel Spry, G.C.T., Honorary Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada, passed away on August 13, 1897

Masonic Career

Daniel Spry was Initiated in King Solomon’s Lodge, No. 22 GRC, Toronto, on March 11, 1858,
and was Master a total of five times (1862, 1863, 1868, 1872 and 1873). He was also Master of
Rehoboam Lodge, No. 65 GRC, Toronto (1871 and 1878) and Richmond Lodge, No. 23 GRC,
Richmond Hill (1865). He was a founder of Zetland Lodge, No. 326 GRC, Toronto (and also its first
Junior Warden and later Treasurer) and Mimico Lodge, No. 369 GRC, Lambton Mills (and its first
Master). He was an affiliated of Honorary member of a number of Lodges. At Grand Lodge he had
been appointed as A/GDC in 1862 and was elected to various positions including Grand Registrar
(1869), DDGM Toronto District (1875 and 1876), and an elected Member of the Board of General
Purposes (1877, 1878 and 1879). He was elected as the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F.
& A.M. of Canada (1882-83 and 1883-84).

In Capitular Masonry he was exalted in King Solomon’s Chapter, No. 8, Toronto on January 17,
1859 and was eventually a member of five other Chapters. He was elected as Grand First Principal
of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario for 1879-1880.

In the Cryptic Rite he was a member of two Councils (organizer and first Thrice lllustrious Master
of Adoniram No. 2, Toronto) and Most lllustrious Grand Master and Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners for 1872 and 1873. In Constantinian Masonry he was Grand
Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Conclave of Rome and Constantine. In the High Priesthood, he
was President of the Grand Council

In the Scottish Rite lllustrious Bro. Daniel Spry, 33°, was a member of four Chapters of Rose
Croix and Grand Chancellor of the Supreme Council.

He was a member of Rameses Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S.

In Knights Templary, Most Eminent Knight Daniel Spry was knighted in Mount Calvary
Encampment, No. 12, at Orillia, on October 4, 1871. He was a Charter Member of Odo de St.
Amand Preceptory, No. 16, Toronto (May 17, 1872); Kent Preceptory, No. 20, Chatham (August
7, 1877); Ray (renamed Rhodes) Preceptory, No. 23, Port Arthur (March 9, 1880); Metropolitan
Preceptory, No. 28, Melbourne, Australia (May 1, 1886). In 1876 Most Eminent Knight Spry had
been elected as Grand Chancellor and fulfilled this office with care and great enthusiasm for the
next 21 years. In 1884 he was elected as Honorary Deputy Grand Master of Sovereign Great Priory
and in 1886 he received from HRH The Prince of Wales, Supreme Grand Master of the United
Orders of the Temple and Malta in England, Ireland Dependencies of the British Empire, the G.C.T.

At the Tenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, on July 18, 1893, the

Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Elias Talbot Malone, noted that “By some oversight
the rank of Fratre Spry does not appear to have been formally confirmed by us, although in his
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position as Past Grand Master, he presided at the opening of the Special Meeting of Great Priory
in the City of Hamilton in 1891. No one has laboured more faithfully in the interests of Templarism
than Fratre Spry, and no one is more entitled to recognition at our hands than he. I, therefore,
recommend that Great Priory confer on Fratre Spry the rank of Past Grand Master of the Great
Priory of Canada.”

The Committee on the Address of the Supreme Grand Master reported that “In such a collection
of the portraits of those who have been grandly loyal and unfailingly zealous, we would hope to see
the face of our dearly beloved Chancellor, Daniel Spry, with the rank of Past Supreme Grand
Master, for he well deserves it, and no recommendation in the Supreme Grand Master’s address
receives more hearty endorsation than the proposal to add to our too short list of Grand Masters
so eminent and dearly beloved a name.”
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Edmund Ernest Sheppard
(SGM 1893-94 and 1894-95)

(1855-1924)

Edmund Ernest Sheppard, the son of Rev. Edmund Sheppard and Nancy Bentley, was born on
September 29, 1855 on a farm in South Dorchester, Elgin, Ontario (near St. Thomas) and received
his education in local schools and afterwards in Bethany College, West Virginia.

At about the age of nineteen he “went south” and spent several years in Texas and Mexico. He
enjoyed this area and roughed it, working as both a cowboy and stage-coach driver, and acquired
the distinctive habit of dress which made him resemble some of the characters from Bret Harte.
[Bret Harte (Francis Brett Harte, b August 25, 1836 in Albany NY, died May 5, 1902, London, UK)
was an American writer who helped create the local-colour school in American fiction—Wikipedia.]
During this time Edmund contributed articles to the press and learned what would become his
future career.

In 1878, at the age of 23, he returned to Canada, taking a position on the London Advertiser and
then joining the staff of the Toronto Mail in June 1878. He then moved to London, Ontario and took
a job with the Standard and became night editor of the London Free Press. By the early 1880's he
was editor of the St. Thomas Journal. In 1883, John Riordan, the chief owner of the Mail started
a new evening newspaper (the Toronto Daily News) and placed Edmund Sheppard in sole charge.
In 1887 he sold out his interest in the Daily News and became the founder of Saturday Night and
managed and ran this magazine for eight years. Under the signature of “Don”, he was recognized
by alarge public as a facile and gifted writer. In December 1895 he purchased the Toronto Evening
Star and also began writing again for Saturday Night.

During his time with the Toronto Daily News he was tried in Montreal for having libelled the 65"
Battalion. Although it was shown at his trial that he was not the author of the article he was
sentenced and fined $400.00.

He was a well known fiction writer and produced “Dolly” (three editions); “Widower Jones” and
‘A Bad Man’s Sweetheart.” One of the reportedly happiest features of his career was his
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encouragement of young writers. Pauline Robinson, Ethelwyn Wetherald, Kate Westlake Yeigh,
Madge Merton (Mrs. J. B. Atkinson), Lady Gay (Mrs. Denison), Kit (Mrs. Blake Coleman), Jean
Braham, Marjorie McMurchy, Peter McArthur, Duncan A. McKellar, James A. Tucker, H. K. Lockin,
Chas. Lewis Shaw, Joseph T. Clark and Hector Charlesworth.

He took an interest in, and was actively connected with, municipal, provincial and federal politics.
He stood for election the national election of 1887, losing out to Lt.-Col. F. C. Denison. In 1890 he
unsuccessfully contested the Riding of Haldimand for the Provincial Legislature. In 1893 he was
unsuccessful in his bid for the mayoralty of Toronto.

He married Melissa Culver of Mapleton, Ontario in October 1879.

About 1914, he moved to the Pacific Coast on account of failing health. He died in Los Angeles,
California, on November 6, 1924, at the age of 69.

Masonic Career

Little is known of his masonic career or outlined in his Obituary in the Proceedings of the Annual
Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada for 1925. The latter notes only that “He took an
interest in various Fraternal Organizations, and particularly the Masonic Order. After holding
different offices in the Knights Templar Order, he became Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada in 1893 and 1894.”

In Knights Templary he was a member of Geoffrey de St. Aldemar Preceptory, No. 2, Toronto.
A search of the various Proceedings shows that he was Presiding Preceptor (1887); Provincial
Grand Prior of the Toronto District (1888-89 and 1889-90); an elected member of the Grand
Council (1890-91 and 1891-92); and elected as Deputy Grand Master (1892-93). He was elected
as Supreme Grand Master for the 1893-94 and 1894-95 terms.

He was also an active Orangeman.
11th Assembly—September 4, 1894—Toronto

The Supreme Grand Master, M.Em.Kt. Edmund Ernest Sheppard welcomed the attendees and
visitors to the eleventh Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, held on
Tuesday, September 4, 1894, in Toronto, Ontario. In his address he noted opposing decisions
existed on the statute books with regard to the meaning of provincial boundaries and that the issue
of jurisdiction between Ottawa Preceptory and Richard Coeur de Lion, Montreal was again in
dispute. Ottawa held that it had a right to territory extending half-way to Montreal, while Richard
Coeurde Lion contended that Ottawa should recognize the boundary between Quebec and Ontario
which just across the river from Ottawa and many miles from Montreal. The dispute had been
referred to the two Provincial Grand Priors for a report to the Grand Master which was then to be
presented to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals for satisfactory resolution. The solution
chosen was considered to be extremely important as the jurisdiction issue was likely to arise
between Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Ray Preceptory requested a change in name to
‘Rhodes” and the Supreme Grand Master granted an interim Dispensation for this pending
approval of the Annual Assembly which he recommended be granted.
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The Supreme Grand Master raised the issue of international relationship problems. He referred
to the terminated relationship with the Great Priory of England and Wales, and advised the
Assembly that at its meeting of May 1894 that Grand Priory had “resumed friendly relations with
Canada”. With regard to the Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick, he noted that he had been
warmly received during a recent visit and he felt that they were disposed to take a friendly view of
the situation. With the United States, he noted that relations were friendly, and that the Sovereign
Great Priory was to be visited by Damascus Commandery, No. 42, Detroit.

He mentioned that having adopted the new Ritual, the Fratres should now focus on practicing it
so that they could work it with a high degree of ability. He also noted the growing strength of the
Order in Canada. The value of the Christian Order and its support for the institutions of society
were paramount and therefore members should elect only the most qualified to senior positions,
and recommend for membership only those who were above the norm in all respects.

M.Em.Kt. Sheppard granted one Dispensation to an unnamed Preceptory to change the night
of the election meeting (the night defined in the By-Laws fell on Christmas night). There is no listing
of visits to particular Preceptories in the Annual Proceedings although the Grand Master’s Report
noted that “he had visited nearly all the Preceptories from Halifax N. S. to Victoria, B. C.”

In 1893-94 there were 32 Preceptories organized into nine Districts. All but two were represented
at the Annual Assembly (Harington No. 14, North Bay and Calgary UD, Calgary). Of the 30
Preceptories which attended, nine were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, one by the
Constable, six by Proxy, and the balance by Preceptors.

Membership in the Order was noted to have again increased. It is to be noted that whereas, prior
to 1894, membership statistics were reported from December 31 to December 31 (i.e. for the
calendar year), a decision had been taken to report membership from March 31 to March 31. The
statistics included in the 1894 Proceedings, therefore, cover the period December 31, 1892 to
March 31, 1894 and show a significant increase from 1,116 to 1,273 members over the 15 month
period. On the positive side there were 175 Installations, 30 Affiliations and 3 Restorations. But
these were offset by 37 Withdrawals, 17 Suspensions and 17 Deaths. Two Preceptories had the
largest membership - Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, No. 2, Toronto with 127 members and Godfrey de
Bouillon, No. 3, Hamilton, with 124 members. The smallest Preceptories were Moore, No. 13, with
11 members; Rhodes No. 23, Port Arthur and William de la More, No. 25, Quebec, both with 13
members and Gondemar No. 16, Brockville, with 16 members. The Preceptory with the greatest
absolute increase was Cypress, No. 33, Calgary with 25 Installations and 12 Affiliations in its first
year, but if this is discounted the next in line was Nova Scotia, No. 5, with 22 (all Installations).
Against these increases, however, six Preceptories showed absolute declines in membership and
four showed no change.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors noted the developments in their Districts:

. London [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22 and 26; 210 members]—only three Preceptories were visited.
Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4, with 72 members had 15 meetings and continued to be a
strong Preceptory. Kent No. 20 with 18 members had 8 meetings had increased
membership and was more regular in its meetings. Burleigh No. 21 with 53 members had
12 meetings and continued to be a strong body. St. EImo No. 22 with 19 members had 6
meetings but was considered still weak, although there were five Chapters in its area and
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it should have been gathering new candidates for Orders. Windsor No. 26 with 48 members
had 27 meetings and was growing strongly.

Hamilton [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 246 members]—Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 appeared
very strong and growing. Plantagenet No. 8 was considered financially the strongest of the
District and although they had not taken in a lot of members the prospects for this
Preceptory were considered stronger than the others. Victoria No.10 was reportedly full of
enthusiasm. Odo de St. Amand No. 17 had just taken over “excellent new quarters” and
continued to be strong. St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 was very prosperous and had a
strong working membership which boded well for the future. Ray No. 23 had not been
visited and did not appear to be very well off at all.

Toronto [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 299 members ]| —Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No.
2 with 127 members held 11 meetings with an average attendance of 28; although
membership hasn’t increased its prospects appeared good. Mt. Calvary No. 12 with 46
members held 12 Assemblies with an average attendance of 12; and was considered to be
in a healthy situation. St. John the Almoner No. 15 with 22 members was holding its own
and had held 8 Assemblies during the year with an average attendance of 7. Harington No.
14 with 21 members had held 5 meetings and increased membership by 13. Palestine No.
18 with 22 members had held 6 meetings with an average attendance of 7 members but
membership had decreased by 1; 11 applications were balloted for and the prospects
“never looked better”. Cyrene No. 29 with 52 members held 10 Assemblies with an average
attendance of 15 and had a net increase of 4 members and was in a strong position.

Kingston [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 141 members]—King Baldwin No. 6 with 60 members
on the roll had excellent turnouts for meetings and prospects were considered good.
Gondemar No. 16 was doing badly and the members were disheartened but during the year
they had retrenched and held 8 assemblies with an average attendance of 10 members.
They had access to “good material” and prospects were considered good. Ottawa No. 32
was giving a good account of itself; the Preceptory raised the issue of Jurisdiction with
Montreal and papers had been referred to the Committee of Jurisprudence.

Quebec [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 84 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 had added three
members to the roll. This Preceptory too (like Ottawa No. 32) raised the issue of Jurisdiction
which had been referred to the Committee of Jurisprudence. Sussex No. 9 had not added
members but continued to meet regularly. William de la More No. 25 was unable to obtain
additional members and was reported to be “struggling”.

New Brunswick [No. 11; 35 members]— Reported that M. Em. Kt. Sheppard had visited St.
John, NB, and had met with St. John Encampment, No. 48 (Chapter General of Scotland),
which appeared to have done much to encourage a greater dialogue between the Scottish
and Canadian organizations. He recommended that the Encampment be offered a Warrant
bearing the number 3A which would recognize its date of origin. Meanwhile Union de Molai
continued to mark time pending some decision regarding integration of the two groups.

Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 35; 121 members]—did not report.

Manitoba [No. 24 and UD, Calgary; 115 members]—Albert Edward No. 24 was reported to
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be in good shape. No new information on the recently Instituted Calgary Preceptory UD was
provided.

. British Columbia District [No. 30; 24 members]—did not report.

There is no entry in the Proceedings of a report from the Committee on the Condition of the
Order.

The Audit and Finance Committee reported that the Sovereign Great Priory was again in a strong
financial position. The previous year’s carryover of funds was $863.86 and receipts were
$1,307.85, with expenditures of $ 909.30, leaving a healthy balance of $ 1,262.41.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals reported that they had discussed and reviewed the
documents relating to the disagreement between Richard Coeur de Lion and Ottawa Preceptories
regarding the Jurisdiction in respect of members resident in Quebec but close to Ottawa (i.e. Hull).
The Committee reported that an amicable settlement had been reached whereby Ottawa had
undertaken to request approval of any action contemplated in future in respect of nearby Quebec
residents from Richard Coeur de Lion Preceptory and that Preceptory had agreed to approve the
requests and not to claim any share of the costs of Installations. In consequence the issue had
been withdrawn by the two Preceptories.

Cyrene Preceptory had submitted a written objection to the previous year’s report of the
Provincial Grand Prior and the objection was referred to a Committee for review and then to the
Grand Master for action as required. The Committee’s review noted that the Cyrene objections
didn’t not really address the points of the Provincial Grand Prior and that as the Preceptories of the
District had elected him, they should consider his comments as reflecting areas where
improvement would help.

A totally revised Book of Statutes was submitted and approved - covering Statutes 1 to 130
inclusive. The complete text of the 1894 Revised Statutes are contained in the Proceedings.

Most Eminent Knight Edmund Ernest Sheppard was unanimously re-elected as Supreme
Grand Master for the 1894-95 term and he was duly installed.

12th Assembly—August 23, 1895—St. John, NB

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Edmund Ernest Sheppard welcomed the
attendees and visitors to the Twelfth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada,
held on Tuesday, August 23, 1895, at St. John, New Brunswick.

In his opening address he noted the loss of members of the Order through death and that this,
plus the distance from other parts of Canada, had reduced the numbers attending the Annual
Assembly. He regretted the continued refusal of the “Scotch Templars” to united with the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada, but reported pleasure in having more Fratres from the Maritimes holding
Grand offices. He noted the continued growth in the Order, and the improved financial situation
resulting from reduced expenditures. He reported that he had noticed a considerable improvement
in the work of the Provincial Grand Priors, and of the Preceptories themselves, particularly with
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regard to the Ritual. He advised that the new Preceptory in Calgary had completed its startup,
including the selection of the name “Cyprus”; and that he had issued a Dispensation for a new
Preceptory in Vancouver, to be styled Columbia. He noted that this improvement was offset with
the unfortunate situation in Winnipeg where Albert Edward Preceptory had lost its facilities in a fire
early in 1895 and that Richard Coeur de Lion in Montreal had a new Hall. He noted that only one
decision had been referred to him concerning an Initiation in Odo de St. Amand Preceptory, on
which he had ruled positively.

A number of Preceptories in the Toronto and Hamilton Districts were visited. For the first time a
comprehensive listing of Dispensations and By-Law amendments granted by the Supreme Grand
Master were listed in the Annual Proceedings. Dispensations were issued to a number of
Preceptories for: conferring degrees on a Companion not resident in the jurisdiction (No. 32); to
change the night of the meeting (Nos. 12, 14, 21); to Install a Preceptor who had not been a
Constable or Marshal (Nos. 12, 14); to permit the elected Preceptor to hold office for a third term
(No. 7); Install officers at a Special Assembly (No. 8); to ballot on a candidate and confer Orders
at the same meeting (No. 6); to remove the Preceptory from Parkdale to North Toronto (No. 29);
and to establish a new Preceptory (No. 34, Vancouver). New By-Laws were approved for Nos. 2,
7,12,14, 18 and 24.

New Duplicate Warrants had been issued for Plantagenet Preceptory No. 8 and Albert Edward
Preceptory No. 24 as the originals had been destroyed in fires in the Masonic Halls.

In 1894-95 there were 33 Preceptories administered through 9 Districts. All but six of these
Preceptories were represented at the Annual Assembly - four were absent (Odo de St. Amand No.
17, Toronto; Kent No. 20, Chatham; St. EImo No. 22, Goderich and Cyprus No. 33, Calgary) and
two were barred from entry. Of the 27 Preceptories which attended, two were represented by the
Presiding Preceptor, twelve by Proxy and the balance by Preceptors. The Committee on
Credentials noted that as Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3, Hamilton and King Baldwin No. 6, Belleville
had not paid their annual dues they were not entitled to be represented. Nine Preceptories were
also not entitled to be represented as they had not completed the annual returns properly (in all
cases they had not applied the Preceptory Seal) but the Grand Chancellor recommended that for
this one Annual Assembly they be entitled to sit and take part provided that no further indulgence
would be granted in the future. The nine were: Moore No. 13, Peterborough; Harington, No. 14,
North Bay; St. John the AlImoner No. 15, Whitby; Gondemar No. 16, Brockville; Odo de St. Armand
No. 17, Brantford; St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19, Dunnville; Kent No. 20, Chatham; St. EImo
No. 22, Goderich and Rhodes No. 23, Port Arthur.

The Grand Chancellor noted that not all Preceptories provided their Annual Report on time, or
in proper form. He reported to the Annual Assembly that neither Godfrey de Bouillon and King
Baldwin had paid their fees, the former being two years in arrears.

Membership in the Order again showed a positive growth from 1,273 members as at March 31,
1894 to 1,368 members by March 31, 1895. On the positive side, there were 135 Installations, 9
Affiliations and 4 Restorations, but these were offset by 35 Withdrawals, 25 Suspensions and 18
Deaths. The largest Preceptory was Odo de St. Armand No. 2, followed by Geoffrey de St. Aldemar
No. 3. The smallest was Moore No. 13 with 12 members. The greatest increase was seen in
Columbia No. 34 (22 members) which, if factored out as they were taken in to established the new
Preceptory, was Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4 with 11 Installations. The greatest reduction was
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seen at King Baldwin No. 6 which lost 5 members. But, seven Preceptories had no change in
members (i.e. neither growing nor reducing).

The reports of the Provincial Grand Priors were received:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22 and 26; 216 members]—reported that the overall
situation was fairly progressive and looked very good. Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4 was
reported as being in a flourishing condition internally, had a good intake of candidates and
its members were genuinely interested in the Preceptory and the Order. Kent No. 20 had
had a visitation by Windsor Preceptory which worked the Templar degree on eight aspirants
over a nine hour period and the Preceptory now appeared to have a good prospect.
Burleigh No. 21 members had limited interest in the Order and the outstanding question
was how to instill new life and interest in the majority. St. EImo No. 22 had good prospects
but the members were described as ultra-cautious about bringing in new members and
membership had not grown. Windsor No. 26 had frequent interchanges with Detroit and
Damascus Preceptories located in Detroit and had good prospects.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 256 members]—Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 had
been visited by the Supreme Grand Master and was considered working very well and with
good prospects. Plantagenet No. 8 had suffered with a fire which had destroyed their
effects and meeting place but was actively rebuilding. Victoria No. 10 was reported to be
in good working order. Odo de St. Amand No. 17 was working well. St. Bernard de
Clairveaux No. 19 was reported to be in a prosperous condition.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 333 members]—had five of the seven
Preceptories visited and showed an increase in members and appeared to be in good
condition. The Provincial Grand Prior did recommend that officers carry out rehearsals as
an important aid to improving the quality of the ritual. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 had
140 members by July 1895 and had held 13 meetings with an average attendance of 28
members and visitors. The Preceptory had hosted visitors from Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3
and Cyrene No. 29 during a visit by the Supreme Grand Master. Ritual was considered
“fair” with rehearsals being suggested. Mt. Calvary No. 12 with 51 members by July 1895
had held 10 meetings with an average attendance of 12, worked extremely well and had
good prospects. St. John the Aimoner No. 15 with 23 members had held 3 meetings with
an average attendance of 12 members, and was reported in good condition and with hard
working and interested members, although it was not increasing quickly in membership.
Palestine No. 18 with 36 members by July 1895 had held 10 meetings with an average
attendance of 9, and was reported to be “first class condition” but a number of the members
are forced to travel 30 to 40 miles to attend Assemblies which has an impact on attendance
during bad weather. Harington No. 14 with 30 members by July 1895 had held 4 meetings
with an average attendance of 7, was not visited but was reported as labouring under
disadvantages, but had managed to increase members and had uninitiated candidates
already approved and awaiting Installation. Rhodes No. 23 with 17 members had held 7
meetings with an average attendance of 7, was not visited and there was a lack of
information on its condition. Cyrene No. 29 with 59 members had held 10 Assemblies with
an average attendance of 16, and was reported to be working well and was about to move
in to better quarters.
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. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 149 members]—did not report.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 88 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 was
considered to be functioning well and in a prosperous state. Sussex No. 9 had met regularly
but had not increased in numbers. Walter de la More No. 25 lost two members through
death but have not increased membership, and were struggling.

. New Brunswick District [No. 11; 37 members]—Union de Molay No. 11 had been very
active up to June 20, 1877, when a fire destroyed the St. John’s Masonic facilities.
Thereafter the Preceptory had struggled but appeared to have resuscitated itself as of
December 1894. One of its first actions was to establish a Committee to treat with the
Scottish Encampment of St. John with a view to uniting the two units into one with the style
and title of “The United Preceptory of St. John, No. 3A” (the “3A” recognizes the Scottish
Encampment’s Scottish Warrant of 1856). As part of the negotiation the Provincial Grand
Prior offered to surrender his office in favor of one of the senior Scottish officers. The
response, regrettably, was that the St. John Encampment resolved to continue its Scottish

relationship.
. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 31; 123 members]—reported a flourishing condition.
. Manitoba District [Nos. 24 and 33; 140 members]—was floundering somewhat, as a result

of the fire in the facilities occupied by Albert Edward No. 24 and the costs incurred to
restore their effects which were not insured. Cyprus No. 33, although not visited, was
reported in a healthy condition.

. British Columbia District [Nos. 30 and 34; 26 members]—did not report.

The Committee on the Condition of Templarism received the reports of the Provincial Grand
Priors and noted the lack of reports from Kingston-Ottawa and British Columbia Districts. The
Committee noted the strong membership and financial position, and congratulated the Preceptories
for their steady improvement in working the Ritual. The Committee recorded its regret at the lack
of a solution with regard to the two Scottish Encampments in New Brunswick in spite of the efforts
of the Provincial Grand Prior.

The Audit and Finance Committee reported a strong financial position for Sovereign Great Priory.
The previous year’s carryover of funds was $ 1,262.41 and receipts were $ 1,466.94, with
expenditures of § 1,273.64, leaving a healthy balance of $ 1,455.71. The Committee recommended
that members of Godfrey de Bouillon and King Baldwin be called “to show cause at the next
assembly of Great Priory why their Warrants should not be withdrawn.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals reported no meetings had been necessary.
Statute 28 was amended to correct the wording of the geographic coverage of the Toronto

District. Notices of Motion to amend the Statutes were given in respect of Statutes 50a and 63.

Right Eminent Knight William Henry Whyte (Montreal) was elected as Supreme Grand Master
for the 1895-1896 term and he was duly Installed.
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William Henry Whyte
(SGM 1895-96 and 1896-97)

(1850-1917)

William Henry Whyte, the son of James Whyte of “Greenlaw”, Paisley, Scotland, was born on
March 15, 1850 in Montreal. He was connected with the Montreal Herald newspaper and later in
the Fire and Marine Insurance business. He was an underwriter for The Royal Marine Insurance
Company of Montreal.

In his younger days he was a noted athlete and was a member for some time of the famous
Montreal Amateur Athletic Association Lacrosse Team.

He married Alimeda Garratt of Kingston, Ontario.
He died of pneumonia on September 19, 1917, in Winnipeg.
Masonic Career

He was initiated into Prince Consort Lodge, No. 52, Montreal in 1872 and was Worshipful Master
(1878). He was DDGM of the Montreal District (1885) and Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Quebec from 1902 until his death in 1917.

In Capitular Masonry he was Exalted in Carnarvon Chapter, No. 5, Montreal (1875) and was First
Principal (1879). He was elected as Grand Superintendent of the Montreal District (1881-82). He
was elected as Grand First Principal of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Quebec for
1888-89 and Grand Scribe E from 1893 until his death.

In Cryptic Masonry, he was a member in Quebec but details are unknown.

In Knights Templary he was Knighted in Albert Edward Preceptory, No. 24, Winnipeg (1882) and
affiliated with Richard Coeur de Lion Preceptory, No. 7, Montreal (1884) and became its Presiding
Preceptor (1890-91). He was elected as Provincial Grand Prior of the Quebec District (1891-92;
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1892-93 and 1893-94) and as Deputy Grand Master for 1894-95. He was elected as Supreme
Grand Master for the 1895-96 and 1896-97 terms. He served as Grand Chancellor from 1897 until
his death.

In the Scottish Rite he was admitted in 1882 in Hochelaga Grand Lodge of Perfection, Montreal;
Hochelaga Consistory, 32°, in 1892 and served as Thrice Puissant Grand Master 1891-2-3.

He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland, Montreal from 1907, and was Deputy
Provincial Grand Master at the time of his death.

He was a Charter Member of Karnak Temple, Montreal.
13th Assembly—September 16, 1896—London

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight William Henry Whyte welcomed the attendees
and visitors to the Thirteenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, on
Wednesday, September 16, 1896, at London, Ontario.

In his introductory comments he congratulated the Fratres for their work on behalf of the Order
both in the increase in membership and the adherence to a high quality of work. To assist the
Maritime Districts he had despatched a Special Deputy to assist in working the Ritual and in
discussing and resolving outstanding issues. He advised the Assembly that he had received notice
from St. John’s Encampment that it was prepared to discuss the terms of integration into the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada. He advised that as the number of new Preceptories on the roll
justified a printing of the Ritual, he had commissioned a Committee to review the work and ensure
that errors, corrections and minor adjustments required over the years were corrected for the
printing. The Supreme Grand Master noted with “delight” the significant increase in membership
of the Order during the year. In his conclusion he noted that the strength of the Order was based,
in part, on securing the services, in Office, of well qualified and involved members.

The Supreme Grand Master noted that he had attended the Triennial Conclave of the Grand
Encampment of the United States in August 1896. He had also visited a number of Preceptories
during 1895-96, including: Quebec District, No. 7; Toronto District, No. 2; Kingston-Ottawa District,
No. 32; London District, Nos. 4 and 22.

Dispensations were issued for the formation of three new Preceptories: Prince Edward
Preceptory, UD, Charlottetown, PEI (to become No. 35); Ivanhoe Preceptory, UD, Moncton, NB
(to become No. 36) and St. Simon of Cyrene Preceptory, UD, Sarnia, Ontario (to become No. 37).
Authority was given for the removal of St. EImo Preceptory, No. 22, from Goderich to Stratford.
Charters were granted to Cyprus Preceptory as No. 33, in Calgary, on August 22, 1895 and to
Columbia Preceptory as No. 34, in Vancouver on August 22, 1895. A Duplicate Warrant was issued
to Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7, Montreal on August 16, 1896 - the Proceedings note that the
original Canadian Warrant had been lost some years earlier and the Preceptory had been working
under the authority of its original England Warrant, and the situation was now regularized.

Dispensations were granted to Preceptories for the following purposes: to meet at a location

other than that specified in the By-Laws (Nos. 11); to change the date of the election meeting (Nos.
12); Installing a Preceptor who was not a Constable or Marshal (Nos. 11, 22 and 26); to elect and
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install officers on the same night (Nos. 20, 25 and 34); to change the night of the meeting (No. 17);
to Install officers at an emergent meeting (No. 7); to make a serving Knight (No. 22); to wear
uniform in public (No. 22); and to ballot a rejected candidate within time (No. 4).

New (or original) By-Laws were approved for Union de Molay No. 11; Odo de St. Amand No. 17;
Cyprus No. 33; Columbia No. 34 and Prince Edward UD. Unspecified changes in By-Laws were
approved for Victoria No. 10; Moore No. 13; Palestine No. 18 and St. EImo No. 22.

In 1895-96 there were 36 Preceptories organized into 10 Districts. All but seven were represented
at the Annual Assembly (King Baldwin No. 6; Plantagenet No. 8; Sussex No. 9; Harington No. 14;
St. John the Almoner No. 15; Odo de St. Amand No. 17 and Cyprus No. 33). Of the 29
Preceptories which attended five were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, one by the Marshal,
three by Proxy and the balance by Preceptors.

Membership of the Order again grew at a very fast rate, from 1,368 members on March 31, 1895
to 1,548 members on March 31, 1896. This increase was the largest in any one year since the
formation of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada. The increase came from 216 Installations, 50
Affiliations and 15 Restorations, but was offset by 45 Withdrawals, 40 Suspensions and 16 Deaths.
The largest Preceptory continued to be Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 (Toronto) followed by
Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 (Hamilton) and Albert Edward No. 24 (Winnipeg). The smallest
Preceptory was William de la More the Martyr No. 25 (Quebec) with 10 members and Moore No.
13 (Peterborough) with 12 members. The greatest increase in membership occurred in lvanhoe
No. 36, Moncton, NB (30); St. Simon of Cyrene No. 37, Sarnia (29); Columbia No. 34, Vancouver
(34); and St. EImo No. 22 (20) as a result of its removal to Stratford. The greatest reduction
occurred in Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3, Hamilton (10). BUT again the data presented shows that
seven Preceptories had no change in membership.

Reports from the Provincial Grand Priors indicated the strengths and weaknesses of the 10
Districts and the 36 Preceptories therein:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22, 26 and 37;285 members]— reported that more frequent
exchanges and visitations with Detroit Commanderies had ensued during the year with the
encouragement and support of the Supreme Grand Master. Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4
(92 members in 1896) continued to be a strong Preceptory. Kent No. 20 (26 members in
1896) was not visited. Burleigh No. 21 (49 members in 1896) was listless and its previous
prosperity had declined. St. EImo No. 22 (60 members in 1896) had removed to Stratford
and the future looked much better, it had increased from 17 to 60 members during the year.
Windsor No. 26 (57 members in 1896) was quite strong and looked forward to an improved
time. St. Simon of Cyrene No. 37 had started off in a strong position with 29 Installations.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 252 members—did not report.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 351 members]—Geoffrey de St.
Aldemar No. 2 (168 members in 1896, held 15 meetings with average attendance of 26)
continued to be a strong and hard working Preceptory. Mt. Calvary No. 12 (56 members in
1896, held 7 meetings with average attendance of 12) continued its high caliber work.
Harington No. 14 (40 members by 1896, held 7 meetings with average attendance of 9)
was not visited but reports from it indicated that matters were improving. St. John the
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Almoner No. 15 (23 members, 5 meetings, average attendance 8) was not visited but the
books were inspected during the summer. Due to its location and the lack of candidates the
Provincial Grand Prior was not sanguine about its future. Palestine No. 18 (40 members by
1896, 10 meetings, average attendance 8) had a good membership given its location and
appeared able to continue. Rhodes No. 23 (17 members in 1896, 6 meetings, attendance
unreported), had not been visited and its membership was reported as somewhat stagnant
due the limits of Candidates from the one Chapter. Cyrene No. 29 (59 members, 9
meetings, average attendance 15) had a successful year and looked forward confidently.

. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 156 members]— Hugh de Payens No.
1 was grappling with its future, and were felt to be on track. King Baldwin No. 6 (56
members 9 meetings, average attendance 18) had had meeting problems while their Hall
was overhauled, but prospects were considered to be very good. Moore No. 13 (21
members) appeared to be “on the mend”. Gondemar No. 16 (21 members, 20 meetings,
average attendance 8) had paid off most of its debts and appeared positioned for a good
future. Ottawa No. 32 was reported as very strong.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and, 25; 94 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 continued
to be very strong. Sussex No. 9, had not been visited and was reported as “doing business
as usual”. Walter de la More No. 25 had started to receive applications and was expected
to grow.

. New Brunswick District [Nos. 11, 35 and 36; 90 members]—acting under a Dispensation
Union de Molay No. 11 opened in Charlottetown and Installed new Fratres for Prince
Edward Preceptory. Ivanhoe Preceptory was also duly established and Constituted.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 31; 122 members]—Nova Scotia No. 5 was reported
as not having changed, and the Fratres were working on plans for improvement. Malta No.
27 was proceeding normally. Yarmouth No. 31 was not visited but appeared to being very
good from reports.

. Manitoba District [No. 24 and 33; 131 members]—Albert Edward No. 24 was reported as
very strong and working confidently to the future. Cyprus No. 33 had started strongly and
had a good future.

. British Columbia District [Nos. 30 and 34; 61 members]—no report received.

. Prince Edward Island District [No. 35]—although a District there was no report received and
no comment on its lack. The Report on the establishment of Prince Edward Preceptory was
included in the New Brunswick District report.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order accepted the reports of the Provincial Grand Priors,
and noted the strengths and weaknesses of the Preceptories and the Districts themselves. Of
concern was the low average attendance for some many Preceptories although there was
recognition of the strong improvement in working the Ritual. The Committee requested the
Preceptories to ensure that their returns to the Grand Chancellor were complete in all respects.

Petitions were presented requesting Warrants for Prince Edward Preceptory, Charlottetown, PEI,
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which had been working Under Dispensation dated November 12, 1895; lvanhoe Preceptory,
Moncton, NB, which had been working Under Dispensation dated November 19, 1895; and St.
Simon of Cyrene, Sarnia, Ontario, which had been working Under Dispensation dated April 9, 1896.
A Petition was also received from Malta Preceptory, No. 27, Truro, NS, requesting that the Charter
be amended to permit the Preceptory to meet in Amherst, New Glasgow and Pictou. These towns
were already within the Jurisdiction of the Preceptory and each had a Royal Arch Chapter with
between 25 and 35 members each, and it was felt more accommodating to move the Preceptory
from time to time. A Petition had been received from members of the Order resident in Stratford,
Ontario, to establish a new Preceptory there and at the same time a Petition had been received
from St. EImo Preceptory No. 22, to remove to Stratford which carried the endorsement of the
Fratres then in Stratford. The needs of both groups were noted as being be achieved with the
removal of St. EImo Preceptory to Stratford.

The Committee on Audit and Finance reported on the strong financial position. The previous
year’'s carryover of funds was $1,455.71 and receipts were $1,789.00, with expenditures of
$1,021.92, leaving a very good balance of $2,222.79.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of new Warrants for Prince Edward,
Ivanhoe and St. Simon of Cyrene Preceptories.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals heard the report of a suspension of a Fratre, who
had appealed the decision, and would call the member for an explanation why he should not be
expelled from the Order.

The Committee on Jurisprudence reported that it had reviewed the request of Malta Preceptory
to meet in three other towns and could not recommend the change until and unless Statute 46 was
amended to permit an “ambulatory” location.

The Committee on Ritual recommended the issue of a “Tactics” book, separate from the Book
of the Work.

The following Statutes were amended: 129 repealed; 63 updated; 3 updated; 92 updated to
equate Preceptory offices with those in the Red Cross Order; and 5, 46, 53, 68, 91 were updated.

A series of Notices of Motion were made in respect of amendments to the Statutes.
Most Eminent Knight William Henry Whyte was reelected as Supreme Grand Master of the
Sovereign Great Priory of Canada for the 1896-1897 term.
14th Assembly—August 19, 1897—Montreal
The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight William Henry White welcomed the attendees
to the Fourteenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, on Thursday, August

19, 1897, in Montreal.

He reported to the Assembly of the Address to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, made on the
celebration of her 60th Anniversary on the throne. And also on the great loss to the Sovereign
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Great Priory of Most Eminent Knight Daniel Spry, G.C.T., who had died on August 13, 1897.

The Supreme Grand Master advised the Assembly that during the year he had visited William
de la More Preceptory, No. 25, Quebec and Richard Coeur de Lion, No. 4, London. He had also
visited Detroit Commandery, No. 1, Michigan, where he had been made an Honorary Member,
along with M.Em.Knight Daniel Spry. He had also visited Appolo and Mountjoie Commanderies in
Detroit

He advised that Warrants were issued on September 18, 1896, for Prince Edward No. 35,
Charlottetown, PEI (confirming Dispensation issued November 12, 1896), Ivanhoe No. 36,
Moncton, NB (confirming Dispensation issued November 16, 1896) and St. Simon of Cyrene No.
37, Sarnia (confirming Dispensation issued April 9, 1896). In addition he had issued a Duplicate
Warrant on December 12, 1896, to Ottawa Preceptory No. 32, owing to the loss of the original in
a fire at the Ottawa Temple in December 1896.

The Supreme Grand Master reported that he had issued Dispensations as requested to: make
a serving Fratre (Nos. 18 and 25); elect officers at an emergent meeting (Nos. 16 and 37); hold
meetings in locations not specified in the By-Laws (No. 27); Install Officers at an Emergent Meeting
(Nos. 14 and 17); and elect and install officers at an Emergent Meeting (Nos. 1 and 22). New By-
Laws were approved for two Preceptories (Nos. 31 and 36) and changes were approved in the By-
Laws of three Preceptories (Nos. 27, 32 and 33).

He had been asked to rule on the necessity of holding the (Virtual) Past Master’s degree before
becoming a Candidate into the Order. He advised that the requirement for admission was to be a
Royal Arch Mason in good standing which did not require the (V)PM degree. He also indicated that
he had received Petitions from three Preceptories requesting that the rank of Past Preceptory be
conferred on members for their service to the Preceptories concerned and he had referred these
to the Committee on Jurisprudence, since he did not believe that such an act would be beneficial
to Sovereign Great Priory.

He noted that he was pleased that the Scottish Encampment of St. John had joined the
Sovereign Great Priory and he had, therefore, issued a Dispensation to Work until such time as
a Charter as No. 3A was issued. He recommended that the Committee continue to work with the
Encampment at St. Stephen to resolve any outstanding issues preventing their joining the Order
in Canada. He noted that the Order was very strong in Canada and that it had experienced the
largest net increase in the year, since its formation 15 years earlier.

In 1896-97 there were 37 Preceptories organized in 10 Districts. All but ten were represented at
the Annual Assembly (Baldwin No. 6; Harington No. 14; Odo de St. Amand No. 17; Palestine No.
18; Kent No. 20; St. EImo No. 22; Ray No. 23; Windsor No. 26; Cyprus No. 33; and St. Simon of
Cyrene No. 37). Of the 27 Preceptories which attended, eleven were represented by the Presiding
Preceptor, 1 by the Constable, 9 by Proxy and 6 by Preceptors.

Membership of the Order grew by the largest net increase since its formation. Membership on
March 31, 1896 was 1,548 and had reached 1,764 by June 30, 1897. [The date for calculating
membership has again been changed: this time to June 30—Ed.] There were 307 Admissions
(Installations), 16 Affiliations and 5 Restorations, and only 45 Withdrawals, 45 Suspensions and
22 deaths. Five Preceptories reported membership of 100 or greater—Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No.
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2 with 149; St. Stephen Encampment No. 3A with 135; Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 with 120; Richard
Coeur de Lion No. 4 with 111; and Albert Edward No. 24 with 100. If St. Stephen is discounted
(having just joined Sovereign Great Priory with 135 members) four Preceptories noted the greatest
net increase - Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4 with 19; St. EImo No. 22 with 18; Windsor No. 26 with
12 and Palestine No. 18 with 11. Preceptories with the greatest net losses were Victoria No. 10 with
12 and Albert Edward No. 24 with 10. Ten Preceptories reported membership of 25 or less:
Western Gate No. 30 (24); Hugh de Payens No. 1, St. John the Almoner No. 15 and Cyprus No.
33 (23 each); Prince Edward No. 35 (22); Malta No. 27 (20); Victoria No. 10 (18); Rhodes No. 23
(16); Moore No. 13 (15) and William de la More the Martyr No. 25 (10). Five Preceptories reported
no change in membership.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors outlined the strengths and weaknesses across the
Jurisdiction:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22, 26 and 37; 336 members]—noted that although not all
Preceptories were visited the District was strong and enjoyed intervisitation with
Commanderies in Detroit. In addition, Preceptories of Instruction had been started. Richard
Coeur de Lion No. 4 (110 members) was considered very sound. Kent No. 20 was not
visited and there were noted as being in a weak condition. Burleigh No. 21 was also not
visited and reported to be weak. St. EImo was not visited but its reports indicated that it was
in a strong position. Windsor Preceptory No. 26 was reported as very strong. St. Simon of
Cyrene No. 37 was reported in a prosperous condition, work was well done, most Officers
had Uniforms and the finances were good.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 243 members]—had not progressed much from
the previous year. Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 was reported in “first class shape”.
Plantagenet No. 8 was not visited and was not reported. Victoria No. 10 had been doing
well but lost a significant portion of its membership during the year. Odo de St. Amand No.
17 was not visited and not reported. St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 was flourishing and
had good interchanges with the Commandery in Buffalo.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 384 members]—reported that it
remained in a strong position. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 was excellent, work was of
a high order and the condition of the Preceptory was strong. Mt. Calvary No. 12 was not
visited but reported to be doing well. Harington No. 14 was not visited but reported doing
very well. St. John the Almoner No. 15 did good work but was having problems gaining new
members in spite of a good and close relationship with the one Chapter in their area.
Palestine No. 18 was reported to be working well.

. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 163 members]—reported that Hugh de
Payens No. 1 had not made much progress during the year with new members, although
it was financially strong. King Baldwin No. 6 was in good shape although it had lost
members through death and withdrawals. Moore No. 13 was working well and taking in
candidates. Gondemar No. 16 had a good year. Ottawa No. 32 had suffered a temporary
setback with the loss of the Masonic Temple by fire. New uniforms and equipment was on
Order and the Preceptory was meeting in temporary accommodation until a new Hall is
ready in November 1897.
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. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 101 members]—reported difficulties working in the
Province. Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 continued to be a strong Preceptory due to its
favorable location in Montreal. Sussex No. 9 was not visited but discussions had been held
with its members regarding the recommendation to remove from Stanstead to Sherbrooke.
William de la More No. 25 was very small but still retained high hopes for the Order.

. New Brunswick District [Nos. 3A, 11 and 36; 207 members]—reported the Fratres had new
heart with the affiliation of the Encampment of St. John. St. John No. 3A brought with it 135
members. Union de Molay No. 11 was working. lvanhoe No. 36 was also coming along well.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 31; 123 members]—reported little change. Nova Scotia
No. 5 had not increased membership but was full of enthusiasm for the Order. Malta No.
27 was reported doing well. Yarmouth No. 31 was not visited but was doing well.

. Manitoba District [Nos. 24 and 33; 123 members]—did not report.

. British Columbia District [Nos. 30 and 34; 62 members]—noted that there was renewed
interest in the Order in the Province. Western Gate No. 30 was reported working well and
with a good future. Columbia was also working well.

. Prince Edward Island District [No. 35; 22 members]—reported that although the newest
District, things were working well. Prince Edward No. 35 had increased during its first year
and the recommendation was raised regarding the ability to move the Preceptory around
the island.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the large number of Preceptories which had
not been visited and reminded Provincial Grand Priors of their responsibility to visit each one, and
to give such direction and encouragement as was needed. The strong increase in membership was
noted, and it was recommended that more Preceptories adopt the Uniform called for in the
Statutes. It also encouraged greater visitation across the country.

The Committee on Audit and Finance reported another strong financial year for the Order.
Previous year carryover of $2,222.79 was supplemented with $1,377.77 in receipts. Expenditures
totaled $1,559.90, leaving a balance in the Molson’s Bank, London, of $ 2,040.66.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals recommended the expulsion of one Knight. The
Committee on Jurisprudence reviewed the three Petitions to grant Past Preceptor rank to members
who had performed well in local matters. The Committee noted that as the emphasis was on local
endeavors, each of the Preceptories possessed the authority to grant the rank through the election
of the members to Preceptor status, filling the Chair as required, and then becoming a Past
Preceptor.

Notice of Motion was given “. . . to take into consideration the representation of Great Priory and
the methods and manner of elections. . .”

Right Eminent Knight Daniel Fraser Macwatt was elected as Supreme Grand Master for the
1897-98 term and he was duly Installed.
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Daniel Fraser Macwatt
(SGM 1897-98 and 1898-99)

(1853-1920

Daniel Fraser Macwatt was born in Nairn, Scotland on July 9, 1853, the son of Charles Macwatt
(MA of Aberdeen and the proprietor and publisher of The Nairnshire Mirror) and Mary Anne Fraser.
He began his education in the Nairn Academy but his parents died when he was 13 years old and
he joined the Highland Railway at Blair, Athole, Perthshire, Scotland. He came to the USA in 1869
and was employed by Messrs. Slauson and Company, Wholesale Confectioners, in New York,
becoming bookkeeper and confidential clerk.

He came to Canada in 1873 with failing health, entering into articles as Student-at-Law with
D’Alton McCarthy, QC, of Barrie, in 1876. He graduated in 1881, was called to the Bar in the same
year and took up practice in Barrie, Ontario for 18 years first with McCarthy, Pepler and McCarthy
and later in a partnership with John Dickenson, BA, and William Lount, QC, MP (who was later a
Judge of the Ontario Supreme Court). Daniel Fraser Macwatt was appointed as a County Judge
for Lambton County in 1899 and a Surrogate Judge in the Admiralty Court in 1906. He was
President of the County Judges’ Association of Ontario. During his early life in Barie he joined and
was commissioned as a Captain in No. 1 Company of the Reserve Militia of North Simcoe.

He took an active role in local affairs and wrote a book on the biographies of the wardens,
parliamentary representatives, judiciary officers and County officials of Lambton County from 1851
to 1918, published by the County Council in 1917. He was High Chief Ranger of the Ancient Order
of Foresters of Canada (1891-93), Grand Regent of the Royal Arcanum for Ontario (1889-91),
President of the Canadian Fraternal Association (1893) and Grand Master of the Ancient Order of
Workmen for Ontario (1894).

Daniel Fraser Macwatt was twice married. He married Elizabeth Helen (daughter of Lt.-Col. John
McWatt, JP of Barrie) in 1876 and they had one daughter, Mary. He died on February 12, 1920,
at the age of 67 years, in Sarnia, Ontario. At the time of his death his second wife, living in Sydney,
Nova Scotia, gave or sold his papers and books to Most Worshipful Brother Reginald Vanderbilt
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Harris, PGM(NS), and this collection, which was to have been transferred to Hamilton, was lost with
the untimely and tragic death of Most Eminent Knight Harris.

Masonic Career

He was Initiated into Corinthian Lodge, No. 96 GRC, Barrie (June 1885) and was Worshipful
Master (1889). He was elected as DDGM of Georgian District (1890), Deputy Grand Master (1907-
08 and 1908-09) and as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province
of Ontario (1909-10 and 1910-11). He was a member of the Quatuor Coronati Correspondence
Circle.

In Capitular Masonry he was Exalted in Signet Chapter, No. 34, GRC, Barrie (December 14,
1886). He was elected as Grand Superintendent of Georgian District (1903). He was active in
Grand Chapter and was elected as Grand Third Principal (1909-10 and 1910-11), Grand Second
Principal 1911-12 and 1912-13) and Grand First Principal for (1913-14 and 1914-15). He was also
Past President of the Order of the High Priesthood of Ontario.

In the Cryptic Rite he was an active member and a Past Grand Master (1891-92 and 1892-93).
He was a member of the Order of the High Priesthood for Ontario and was its President when the
Order ceased to exist.

In Knights Templary he was a member of Mount Calvary Preceptory, No. 12, Barrie, Ontario and
was Presiding Preceptor (1889-90). He served as Provincial Grand Prior (1890-91); a member of
the Grand Council (1891-92, 1892-93, 1893-94 and 1894-95) and as Deputy Grand Master (1895-
96 and 1896-97). He was elected as Supreme Grand Master for the 1897-98 and 1898-99 terms.

In the Scottish Rite he was a 33° Scottish Rite Mason and was Lieutenant Grand Commander
of the Supreme Council for the Dominion of Canada at the time of his death. He was also a
member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

15th Assembly—September 6, 1898—Hamilton

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight Daniel Fraser Macwatt, welcomed the
attendees at the Fifteenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, held on
Tuesday, September 6, 1898, in Hamilton.

The Supreme Grand Master noted that the meeting was the fifth time the Annual Assembly had
met in Hamilton (1871, 1881, 1885, 1890, 1898). During that time organization had seen many
changes from being a subordinate body to a separate and distinct National organization. While it
now spread from sea to sea, he noted that the members of St. Stephen Encampment remained
outside the jurisdiction and hoped that this would eventually change. He noted that while the
membership increase was not as high as the preceding year, it was still growing.

He congratulated the United States on the successful prosecution of the war with Spain. He
brought the attention of Great Priory to the year 1900—a century since the first Templar degrees
were worked in Canada and felt that some recognition of this should be made. With regard to
jurisdiction, he advised the Assembly that England had agreed to waive jurisdiction over
Newfoundland, and that Sovereign Great Priory could now respond with a Warrant for Fratres in
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Saint John’s.

The Supreme Grand Master noted that he had not received reports from Provincial Grand Priors
as requested. In the meantime he had instructed the Grand Chancellor to prepare a draft reporting
form for them to use and that the reports would then be sent to the Supreme Grand Master. M. Em.
Knight Macwatt felt that this would ensure that issues were known by the Supreme Grand Master
long before they became major issues—for example, the early warning which he had received
regarding the possible amalgamation of the two Preceptories in St. John’s.

M.Em.Knight Macwatt noted that he had visited ten Preceptories during the year—Nos. 2, 3, 4,
8,12, 17, 20, 21, 26 and 37 which were located in the London, Hamilton and Toronto Districts. He
regretted that he had been unable to make more visits. While he commented favourably on the
Preceptories themselves and the enthusiasm of the members, he singled out St. Simon of Cyrene
as being one of the newest Preceptories and one whose work was of an extremely high standard.
He noted the need for some better arrangement for Rhodes and Harington Preceptories which
were far removed from their Districts. With this in mind he also reminded attendees of the need to
maintain a national, rather than a provincial, perspective on matters of concern to the Order.

He reported having granted Dispensations to: elect a Preceptor to fill a vacancy caused by
resignation; legalize election of officers until new By-Laws were prepared and approved; meet in
a location other than that specified in the By-Laws; change the night of the meeting; permit an
elected Preceptor to serve a third term; elect as a Preceptor an officer not being a Constable or
Marshal; elect and install officers at an Emergent meeting and confer degrees on a serving Fratre.

New By-Laws were approved for Nos. 4 and 20, and amendments to By-Laws of Nos. 2, 5, 22,
29 and 33. A new Seal was approved for Ottawa Preceptory No. 32 to replace the one lost in the
fire of December 1896.

The Supreme Grand Master advised that he had made two decisions which were binding on the
Order. Firstly, that notices of meetings must be given at least seven days prior to the meeting and,
if balloting for applicants, the details of the applicants must be included in the Summons. Second,
that as per Statute 130, mantles shall be worn in the Preceptory. He reminded members that while
he would prefer members to wear the Templar Uniform, it was not compulsory.

In 1897-98 there were 37 Preceptories organized in 10 Districts. All but seven were represented
at the Annual Assembly (King Baldwin No. 6; Plantagenet No. 8; St. John the Almoner No. 15;
Palestine No. 18; St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19; Rhodes No. 23 and Albert Edward No. 24). Of
the 30 which attended, eleven were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 3 by the Constable
and 1 by the Marshal, 12 were represented by Proxy and three by Preceptors.

Membership of the Order continued its growth from 1,756 members on June 30, 1797 to 1,832
members on June 30, 1898. On the positive side, 149 Admissions (Installations), 10 Affiliations and
5 Restorations, had been offset by 31 Withdrawals, 28 Suspensions and 29 deaths. Five
Preceptories again reported a membership of 100 or greater - Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 with
153; St. Stephen Encampment No. 3A with 130; Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 with 120; Richard Coeur
de Lion No. 4 with 108; and Albert Edward No. 24 with 100. Only two Preceptories noted the
greatest net increase - Victoria, No. 10 with 11 and Malta, No. 27 with 9. Only 7 Preceptories
recorded net losses, of which the largest loss was at St. John, No. 3A, with 5. Six Preceptories
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reported a membership of 30 or less: Moore No. 13 with 29; Hugh de Payens Premier No. 1 with
23; St. John the Almoner No. 15 with 23; Victoria No. 10 with 18; Rhodes No. 23 with 16 and
William de la More No. 25 with 12. Six Preceptories reported no change in membership.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors again reflected improvements as well as some deficiencies

in Preceptories:

London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22, 26 and 37; 354 members]—reported a very strong
interestin the District and high morale, reflected in good ritual and high attendance. Richard
Coeur de Lion No. 4 possessed excellent members but had suffered through the loss of
members being moved. Kent No. 20 had moved from its previous moribund state to one of
increased enthusiasm and new members being added to the roll, linked particularly to the
new Presiding Preceptor, V.Em.K.t D. W. B. Spry (son of M.Em.Kt. Daniel Spry, G.C.T.).
Burleigh No. 21 has been increasing but due to the occupation of many members (working
for the railway) it suffers from low attendance rates. St. EImo No. 22 performed excellent
work during the year. Windsor No. 26 not only worked good ritual, but added to the annual
program with an Ascension service. St. Simon of Cyrene No. 37 was reported to be in a
very prosperous condition. The only negative comment concerned the failure of
Preceptories to change their uniform to that called for with recent amendments to the
Statutes. Although not stated, it is possible that the cost of conversion probably had a
delaying effect.

Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 258 members]—reported to be in a very good
condition. Godfrey de Bouillon No. 10 had increased membership and worked ritual very
well. Plantagenet No. 8 was reported as small but prosperous and in goods spirits. Victoria
No. 10 was in a good position, met regularly and had many visitors during the year. Odo
de St. Amand No. 17 was enthusiastic but could improve its ritual work, particularly the
openings and closings. St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 was reported as doing very well.

Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 398 members]—submitted a pessimistic
report that “. . . the Order wants a general stirring up of the dry bones in so far as my district
is concerned.” Preceptories lack equipment and uniforms, and often wore totally
inappropriate clothing. An effort to hold an Ascension day service in Uniform was refused
by members who reverted to white Mantles. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 amended its By-
Laws to conform to the Constitutions. Attendance at meetings was high and ritual was well
performed, but attention to uniform was recommended. Mount Calvary No. 12 had done
excellent work and the only recommendation was the need to make a greater effort at
collecting dues. Harington No. 14 was not visited and no report on its condition was made.
St. John the Almoner No. 15 was reported as “full of enthusiasts” and has an excellent
opportunity to increase membership. Palestine No. 18 looked very good. Rhodes No. 23
was reported as having done nothing during the year. Cyrene No. 29 amended its By-Laws
to conform to the Constitutions and was reported as doing very well during the year.

Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 12, 16 and 32; 185 members]—reported on good
progress during the year although greater numbers could be enrolled into the Order. Hugh
de Payens No. 1 performed excellent ritual and had held many meetings. King Baldwin No.
6 also did good ritual and prospects were good. Moore No. 13 was not visited but reportedly
held the greatest number of meetings of Preceptories in the District. Gondemar No. 16 was
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reported in a prosperous condition with good prospects. Ottawa No. 32 had laboured under
great difficulties since the first of December 1896 but had moved into their new Masonic hall
and the future looked very good.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 107 members]—reported that in spite of their
environment the District had breathed a new enthusiasm and membership was increasing.
Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 was now in a much stronger position than the past and had
had a successful year with membership increasing. Only the Red Cross is not worked in
full, but efforts were being made to rectify this situation. Sussex No. 9 was not visited but
appeared to be at a standstill. Membership had not changed, members were widely
dispersed and the lack of a Chapter at Stanstead had a negative effect. Meeting for only
five months was reported as not being in accord with the Statutes. William de la More No.
25 was still quite small but the members were enthusiastic and prospects looked good.

. New Brunswick District [Nos. 3A, 11 and 36; 200 members]— reported a general decline
in membership through suspensions and deaths. Union de Molay No. 11 had not met
regularly and had lost a number of members through death. Ivanhoe No. 36 has relatively
good equipment and uniforms and their work was of a high standard.

. Nova Scotia District[Nos. 5,27 and 31; 117 members]—reported increases in membership.
St. John No. 3A was reported as vigorous with regular Assemblies, high attendance and
excellent ritual work. Meetings were being held with the only remaining Scottish
Encampment in St. John with a view to amalgamating under the Sovereign Great Priory of
Canada and the prospects were optimistic. Nova Scotia No. 5 had good attendance at
meetings and was slowly acquiring uniforms. Malta No. 27 was looking very good with
membership increases, renewed enthusiasm, high attendance at meetings. Yarmouth No.
31 was working very well although there was still some dislike of the new Red Cross ritual.

. Manitoba District [Nos. 24 and 33; 126 members]—did not report
. British Columbia District [Nos. 30 and 34; 63 members]—did not report
. Prince Edward Island District [No. 35; 24 members]—Prince Edward No. 35 was reported

as working very well, holding regular meetings and attaining a high attendance.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the lack of reports from Manitoba and British
Columbia Districts. It noted the satisfactory condition of London District and the improvements in
Preceptories. Hamilton District was noted for its strong performance. With regard to Toronto
District, the Committee noted that a special effort must be made to visit Harington No. 14 and
Rhodes No. 23 “. . . to see if life cannot be infused into these neglected Preceptories.” The
Committee noted the strong performance of the Kingston-Ottawa District and decried Hugh de
Payens No. 1's dependence on other Preceptories for assistance with Ritual. Quebec District was
complimented on its performance. Sussex No. 9 was noted as being in a “dormant condition” and
the Committee recommended that the move to Sherbrooke be reconsidered. New Brunswick
District was complemented on its strong performance, as was Nova Scotia District, although there
was sympathy with the former and its losses through death particularly. Prince Edward Island
District report was noted, especially the good prospects for the future. The Committee concluded
with two recommendations (1) Preceptories of Instruction are required and (2) Ascension Day
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services appear to be an excellent opportunity for Preceptories.

The Committee on Audit and Finance reported a strong financial year for the Order. Previous
year carryover of $2,040.66 was supplemented by $1,766. 26 in receipts. Expenditures totaled
$1,714.21, leaving a balance in the Molson’s Bank of $2,092.71.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals examined the suspension of a member of Cyrene
No. 27 and recommended that the member in question be expelled from the Order.

The Ad Hoc Committee on conferral of Honorary Rank—specifically that of Preceptor—reported
that it would not be in the interests of the Order to do so. Members desiring the rank should work
through their Preceptories and be elected in the normal manner.

Motions and Notices of Motion

No Motions to amend the Statutes were considered. Two Notices of Motion were made: (1) to
amend the Statutes so that during his term of Office the PGP would not be able to hold office in
a Preceptory and (2) the establishment of Provincial Grand Priories be implemented.

M.Em.Kt. Daniel Fraser Macwatt was re-elected as Supreme Grand Master for the 1898-
1899 term.

16th Assembly—September 19-20, 1899—Windsor

The Supreme Grand Master, M.Em.Kt. Daniel Fraser Macwatt welcomed the attendees at the
16th Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, held on Tuesday and Wednesday,
September 19 and 20, 1899, in the city of Windsor, Ontario. This was the first Annual Assembly
occupying a two day period.

He noted that membership in the order had continued to grow slowly and steadily, but with an
upward trend and that given the prosperity of the country this could be expected to continue. He
noted that there are 199 Preceptories in England and Wales with an average membership of 20.09
members—for Canada, with its 37 Preceptories, the average membership is 49.19 members. He
gave respects to the members of the Order who had served it well, and had passed away during
the year, particularly R. Em. Knight John Hamilton Graham, who had been Grand Treasurer of
Sovereign Great Priory in 1869 and had been the first Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. &
A.M. of Quebec, who had died on August 12, 1899 and was buried at his home in Richmond,
Quebec on August 15, 1899.

He noted that many Preceptories were not complying with the Statutes with respect to acquiring
the current Ritual and thereby not working the correct degrees. Not only was this contrary to the
regulations, but it was a precursor to apathy, lack of standards, declining enthusiasm and damage
for the Order. He also noted that strong action must be taken against Preceptories which did not
provide their Statutory Annual Reports on time.

The Grand Master noted with regret that no request for a Warrant to establish a Preceptory in
Newfoundland had been received. He did advise that Sussex No. 9 was seriously studying the
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possible move to Sherbrooke. He advised that he had issued a Dispensation on January 5, 1899
to form a Preceptory at Rossland, BC.

He proposed that Sovereign Great Priory consider meeting next year at Kingston in honor of the
oldest Knight Templar Warrant ever issued in the jurisdiction (in 1800), to hold an Encampment at
Kingston.

M.Em.Kt. Macwatt intended to visit the Maritimes’ Preceptories during the year but was unable
to fulfill this intention. He did, however, visit Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2, Toronto; Richard Coeur
de Lion No. 7, Montreal; Victoria No. 10, Guelph; Mount Calvary No. 12, Barrie; Harington No. 14,
North Bay; St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19, Dunnville; Kent No. 20, Chatham; St. EImo No. 22,
Stratford; Rhodes No. 23, Port Arthur; Albert Edward No. 24, Winnipeg; Cyrene No. 29, Toronto;
and Ottawa No. 32, Ottawa. He was able, thereby, to visit the vary small and “far flung”
Preceptories in Ontario which had for several years been reported as in difficult circumstances.

The Grand Master advised that he had granted Dispensations to Preceptories for the following:
to change the night of elections; to permit the Presiding Preceptor to sit a third term after elections;
to install a Presiding Preceptor who does not meet Statute requirements; to wear Uniform in public)
and to elect Presiding Preceptor out of term (PP had died).

New By-Laws were approved for Moore No. 13 and amendments to the By-Laws of St. Johns No.
3A.

In 1898-1899 there were 38 Preceptories (37 Warranted and 1 Under Dispensation) organized
in 10 Districts. All but four were represented at the Annual Assembly (King Baldwin No. 6; Odo de
St. Amand No. 17; Rhodes No. 23 and Columbia No. 34). Of the 33 which attended, 9 were
represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 1 by the Marshal, 9 by Preceptors and 14 by Proxy.
Rossland Preceptory, UD, was not included in the statistics of the Credentials Committee.

Membership in the Order, while not large, continued to be positive. On June 30, 1898 there were
1,832 members which increased to 1,894 on June 30, 1899: 124 Installations (Admissions), 20
Joining members (Affiliation) and 10 Restorations were offset by 32 Withdrawals, 26 Suspensions
and 34 Deaths. Only four Preceptories noted a membership of 100 or more: Geoffrey de St.
Aldemar, No. 2 (159); St. Stephen No. 3A (133); Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 (130) and Richard
Coeur de Lion No. 4 (103). Preceptories with the greatest net increases were Godfrey de Bouillon
No. 3 (16); Rossland No. 38 (16) and Cyrene No. 29 (13). Albert Edward No. 24 reported the
greatest net loss (12). Nine Preceptories recorded memberships of 30 or less: Nos. 1, 15, 23, 25,
30, 31, 33, 35 and 38.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors again reflected improvements as well as some deficiencies
in Preceptories:

. London District [4, 20, 21, 22, 26 and 37; 357 members]—again noted a strong and
enthusiastic District. Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4 was against listed as strong and
enthusiastic. Kent No. 20 was reported as continuing its strong efforts. Burleigh No. 21 was
not prosperous but the future appeared to be good. St. EImo No. 22 has a core of excellent
members and prospects were bright. Windsor No. 26 has increased members and
continues to be strong. St. Simon of Cyrene No. 37 had been making excellent progress.
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Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 272 members]—provided a very short report.
Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 was in pretty good shape. Plantagenet No. 8 had members all
in uniform and was working the Ritual well. Victoria No. 10 was doing well. St. Bernard de
Clairveaux No. 19 seems to have been interpreted as being in good shape.

Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 419 members]— provided an
encouraging report. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 continued to be a strong Preceptory.
Mount Calvary No. 12 was in good shape. St. John the Almoner No. 15 performed
excellently during the year. Odo de St. Amand No. 17 was in good shape. Palestine No. 18
was also in good shape. Cyrene No. 29 was working well and applied music in the ritual.

Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 12, 16 and 32; 179 members]—Hugh de Payens No.
1 not reported. King Baldwin No. 6 not visited. Moore No. 13 no increase in members but
was in good shape. Gondemar No. 16 also had not received new applications but was in
good shape. Ottawa No. 32 was reported as having “turned the corner” and was well turned
out for excellent work in new facility.

Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 117 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 had a
successful year with new members and a strong and enthusiastic membership. Sussex No.
9 had no new members and PGP had not visited, but had spoken with many of the officers
who were positive about a potential move to Sherbrooke. William de la More No. 25 had a
marginal increase in members and was encouraged.

New Brunswick District [Nos. 3A, 11 and 36; 204 members]—St. John No. 3A continued
its strong efforts although it continued to work according to Scottish practice. Union de
Molay No. 11 continued to suffer from lack of members and attendance. lvanhoe No. 36
had been enthused with the move to new quarters, work was excellent, new members were
arriving.

Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 31; 121 members]—Nova Scotia No. 5 was not visited
but reported as doing well. Malta No. 27 was very strong. Yarmouth No. 31 not visited.

Manitoba District [Nos. 24 and 33; 120 members]—Albert Edward No. 24 reported as
enthusiastic in spite of a fire which destroyed their equipment. Cypress No. 33 not visited
but reported as doing well.

British Columbia District [Nos. 30, 34 and 38; 82 members]—Western Gate No. 30 reported
as strong in spite of movements of members in and out of the jurisdiction. Columbia No. 34
was working strongly and with enthusiasm. Rossland had been organized and Petition for
Warrant submitted.

Prince Edward Island District [No. 35; 23 members]—Prince Edward No. 35 was holding
its ground although a lack of candidates was a hampering issue.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the reports of the Provincial Grand Priors
and complimented the Districts on their work. For London District, they recommended that attention
be given to Burleigh No. 21. For Kingston-Ottawa they recommended visits to Hugh de Payens
No. 1 and King Baldwin No. 6. Regarding Quebec District, the Committee recommended that at
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such time as Sussex 9 requested a change in its location, the decision be left to the Supreme
Grand Master. The Committee again recommended the need for Preceptories of Instruction in the
Districts to enhance the ability of officers to work the Ritual.

The Audit and Finance Committee reported a strong financial picture for the Order. Previous year
carryover of $2,092.71 was supplemented with $1,641.01 in receipts. Expenditures totaled $
1,322.32, leaving a balance of $2,411.40.

The Committee on Warrants recommended the issue of a Warrant for Rossland Preceptory.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals reviewed the case of suspension of a member by
Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 and commanded his appearance at the next Annual Assembly.

The Motion to prohibit Provincial Grand Priors from holding office in a Preceptory during their
term as PGP was tabled pending further review. The Motion to establish Provincial Grand Priories
was ruled out of order. Notice of Motion calling for the Installation of officers not later than the next
regular meeting after election was made. Notice of Motion was given to permit Life Memberships.

Right Eminent Knight John Valentine Ellis was elected as Supreme Grand Master for the 1899-
1900 term and he was duly Installed.
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Hon. John Valentine Ellis
(SGM 1899-1900 and 1900-01)

(1835-1913)

John Valentine Ellis was born in Halifax of Irish parentage on February 14, 1835, son of Michael
Ellis and Margaret Walsh. After an education in the public schools he moved to Montreal for a short
time. He moved to Saint John, NB in 1857 and entered the newspaper business. He was working
for the Saint John Globe by 1862 and remained with it for the next 52 years as printer, reporter,
editor and proprietor.

He was prominent in every progressive movement in the community, identifying himself with
several charitable and benevolent organizations. He was Post Master of St. John; School Trustee;
a Director of the New Brunswick Horticultural Society; Director of the St. John Relief and Aid
Society; President of the Keystone Fire Insurance Company; President of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals; and President of the Natural History Society of New Brunswick.

He served in the Provincial Legislature from 1882 to 1890, then represented the City of Saint
John in the Dominion Parliament from 1890 to 1900, when he was called to the Senate. He was
described as a conscientious public man and ever fearless in expressing his opinions and views.

He figured in a contempt of Court case in connection with, and as a result of, the Queen’s (NB)
election case (H.C.) 1887, for which he underwent imprisonment and was sentenced to pay a fine,
which was paid by public subscription. In spite of this he remained in good standing with his peers
and in his community and received an LL.D. (Hon) from the University of New Brunswick in 1897
and was “presented” to King Edward VIl in 1907.

He married Mary Caroline Babbitt (daughter of Samuel Babbitt, a practical printer of Fredericton,
NB)in 1864. Mrs. Ellis was active in social programs in her own right and was President of the local
Council of Women and Councillor of the Victorian Order of Nurses.

John Valentine Ellis died on July 10, 1913, in his 78th year.
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Masonic Career

The Hon. John Valentine Ellis was initiated in the Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, No. 227
IC (now Lodge of Antiquity, No. 1 GRQ), Montreal on April 3, 1856 and Demitted on August 4,
1859. After moving to St. John he affiliated with Carleton Union Lodge in Carleton (now the west
side of St. John). He took an active part in the establishment of the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick
in 1867. In 1868 he was appointed Grand Director of Ceremonies as well as to the Board of
General Purposes. At the Annual Communication (September 1870) he was elected as Deputy
Grand Master, and re-elected in 1871. In 1872 was elected as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of New Brunswick, an office he would hold for a total of six years, from 1872 to 1874 and from 1884
to 1886.

In Capitular Masonry his Chapter is unknown but he was elected as Grand High Priest of the
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of New Brunswick.

In the Cryptic Rite he was Most lllustrious Grand Master of the Cryptic Rite of the Maritime
Provinces.

In Knights Templary he was a member of the Encampment of St. John, SC (now No. 3A), in Saint
John and was Eminent Commander (1868). He was supportive of the integration of Commanderies
during the years leading up to the eventual affiliation of the Preceptory with the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada in 1896. He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1897-98 and 1898-1899. He
was elected Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada for the 1899-1900
and 1900-1901 terms.

In the Scottish Rite he was Sovereign Grand Commander of the Supreme Council 33° of the A.
& A. S. R. for the Dominion of Canada.

He was Provincial Grand Master of the Royal Order of Scotland for the Maritime Provinces.

[Sources: Symbolic Masonry information courtesy of W.Bro. Stuart J. MacDonald, Secretary, Albion
Lodge, No. 1 NBR, St. John and Past Grand Historian, Grand Lodge of New Brunswick.]

17th Assembly—September 5-6, 1900—Kingston

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight John Valentine Ellis welcomed the attendees
to the seventeenth Annual Assembly, held at Kingston, Ontario on Wednesday and Thursday,
September 5 and 6, 1900.

The Grand Master noted the choice of Kingston to celebrate the centennial of the earliest event
regarding the Order in Canada—on October 31, 1800 a Certificate was issued to Christopher
Danby, a prominent Mason of his day, and was signed by Frederick Hershfeldt (a Kingston Mason)
as Grand Master and John McGill, Recorder. This certificate was the beginning of a trend to
separate Knight Templary from the Craft Lodges. The next key document concerning Kingston was
a Dispensation dated March 10, 1823, issued by Ziba Marcus Phillips to Masons in Kingston to
establish the St. John Encampment No. 1. Although this body became moribund, in 1854 Col.
MacLeod Moore had located two of its original members in Kingston and reactivated the Warrant,
sending it to England and receiving a new Warrant dated March 1, 1854 for the Encampment which
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was named “Hugh de Payens”. M.Em.Knight Ellis indicated that the apron he was wearing at the
Assembly had been loaned to him for the meeting by the Sandall family of St. John, New
Brunswick. The apron had been worn by Brother Sir Thomas Sandall who had been installed and
dubbed “. . . a Sir Knight of the Most Noble and Right Worshipful Order of Sir Knights Templars .
. . (after) first having been Entered, Passed and Raised, was a Pass’d Master and Royal Arch
Excellent Companion . ..” on June 1, 1783 at an Encampment held on Staten Island. This was not
an isolated Encampment, but one linked to Moriah Lodge, No. 133 SC, held in the 22nd Regiment
of Foot. Thus the Order, in 1900, was a century in existence in Canada by the time of the Annual
Assembly and over 120 years in North America.

The Grand Master noted that in response to the South African War he had granted a
dispensation to permit a Companion to receive Orders in less than the specified time, prior to his
departure to South Africa. He noted that the Statutes had been updated and prepared for review
and approval at the Annual Assembly. He then named a Committee to review “representation in
Great Priory.” The Committee on revision of the Ritual would be continued in order to complete
their work. He also noted that the Warrant for Rossland Preceptory approved at the previous
Annual Assembly had been issued as No. 38 on the Roll and that Sussex No. 9 had been
authorized to remove from Stanstead to Sherbrooke.

The Grand Master noted that membership had increased in excess of 100 new members during
the year. He also emphasized that the actual figure was not known as not all Preceptories had
submitted their annual returns on time.

He advised that he had communicated with all Provincial Grand Priors, seeking their input and
guidance on matters which required resolution at the District level. He noted that half of the
Provincial Grand Priors had replied, on time, and with reasoned comments. On the basis of this the
Grand Master noted that the strength and abilities of individual Preceptories and their members
relied and responded to the skills and abilities of the Provincial Grand Priors themselves. He noted
that as skills and abilities varied across the country, the Order would encounter good years and
those which were less than satisfactory. One key was to maintain a close relationship with Craft
Lodges and Chapters which provided the new members.

M.Em.Kt. Ellis noted that he had visited seven Preceptories during the year: Nos. 2, 3A, 13, 14,
16, 29, 32. In addition he had made official visits to the Annual Meetings of the Grand
Commanderies of Michigan and New York.

Dispensations had been granted during the year for the following: confer Orders in less time than
called for in Statutes to permit a serving military officer to take Orders before proceeding on
overseas duty (No. 35); elect officers on a date other than that specified in the By-Laws (No. 21);
elect and install officers at a meeting other than that called for in By-Laws (Nos. 1 and 10); permit
a Preceptor to hold office for longer than two terms (No. 6); make a serving Fratre (Nos. 32 and
34); hold meetings without the Charter present due to its loss in a fire (No. 4); remove Sussex No.
9 from Stanstead to Sherbrooke; and appear in public in Uniform (Nos. 3A and 7). The Supreme
Grand Master advised that he had declined to approve a Dispensation to convert an emergent
meeting to a regular one as the definition of each is clearly defined in the Statutes and that he had
declined to issue a Dispensation to permit a Preceptory to appear in public in uniform for the burial
of a member of the Order as there was no provision for a funeral service in the Statutes or Ritual.
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New By-Laws were approved for No. 37 and amendments to existing By-Laws were approved
for Nos. 1, 5 and 7. The Grand Master remarked that when framing By-Laws or amendments
thereto, Preceptories should strive not to include items covered by the Statutes. Members can
acquire copies of the Statutes which may only be amended by Sovereign Great Priory, while the
By-Laws of a Preceptory may be amended by the members when required.

In 1899-1900 there were 38 Preceptories organized into 10 Districts. All but 11 Preceptories were
represented at the Annual Assembly (Nos. 6, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 20, 23, 30, 34 and 36). Of the 27
which attended, 7 were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 1 by the Constable, 6 by Proxy and
the balance by Preceptors.

Membership of the Order again increased. Membership on June 30, 1899 was reported as 1,886
(not the same figure as reported the previous year for that date of 1,894) and had reached 2,009
by June 30, 1899. Installations of 194, Joining of 13 and 6 Restorations were offset by 34
Withdrawals, 28 Suspensions and 28 Deaths. The largest Preceptory was Geoffrey de St. Aldemar
No. 2, Toronto (163), and the same three Preceptories as reported the previous year had a
membership exceeding 100 members. Only two Preceptories reported a membership of less than
20 (Rhodes No. 23 with 17 and William de La More No. 25 with 11). Twenty-nine Preceptories
recorded net increases in membership (the largest increase of 17 was recorded for Richard Coeur
de Lion No. 7, Montreal); eight recorded net decreases and one recorded no change.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors were received:

. London District [4, 20, 21, 22, 26 and 37; 360 members]—Plans for a Preceptory of
Instruction were made but did not occur. Richard Coeur de Lion No. 4 suffered a heavy loss
by fire on March 9, 1900 which destroyed the Masonic Temple but was meeting in
temporary facilities and coping. Kent No. 20 displayed enthusiasm during the year, officers
were thorough and ritual was well done. Burleigh No. 21 was reported as having good
prospects but was not considered very effective during the year due to the lack of members
for meetings. St. EImo No. 22 had performed with high quality during the year. Windsor No.
26 continued to be an excellent Preceptory within the District and its meetings and work
were reported as presenting a “striking appearance”. St. Simon of Cyrene No. 37 continued
to be a strong Preceptory and did excellent work, and had almost finished its overhaul of
uniforms to bring it in line with the Statutes.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 288 members]—reported as doing very well.
Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 worked all the Orders in an impressive manner. Plantagenet No.
8 was in excellent condition and performed well during the year. Victoria No. 10 was
working well and had brought in a number of new applicants with a further 8 to 10 coming
in the new year. Odo de St. Amand No. 17 were in good shape except for lacking
equipment for the Malta degree. St. Bernard de Clairveaux No. 19 was reported as lacking
in interest in meetings but had good members.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 438 members]—Mount Calvary No. 12
continued to be a strong Preceptory. Harington No. 14 did exceptionally well during the visit
of the Supreme Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and Provincial Grand Prior, when six
candidates received Orders. No other Preceptories were visited during the year but all but
Rhodes, No. 23, were reported as strong.

113



. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 183 members]—Hugh de Payens No.
1 was not visited and was reported as not doing very well, lacking candidates and any
enthusiastic drive. King Baldwin No. 6 was reported as a strong and well equipped
Preceptory. Moore No. 13 was reported in good shape. Gondemar No. 16 was not visited
but was reported as well run and motivated. Ottawa No. 32 was also reported as strong and
able to do excellent ritual.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 146 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 was
reported in fine shape, enthusiastic and able to perform very good ritual. Sussex No. 9 was
reported as being very strong after its move to Sherbrooke, at its first meeting it conferred
all the orders on 17 new members. William de la More the Martyr No. 25 had again suffered
a decrease in membership with a negative effect on the Preceptory.

. New Brunswick District [Nos. 3A, 11 and 36; 216 members]—St. John No. 3A continued
its strong existence and had attained a membership of 142. Union de Molay No. 11 was
attempting a fresh start although not all members were willing to put in the time for this; a
possible amalgamation with St. John was being considered. lvanhoe No. 36, although
young, was proving to be a strong and viable Preceptory.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 31; 133 members]—no visits made.

. Manitoba District [Nos. 24 and 33; 116 members]—Albert Edward No. 24 had well skilled
members and was working very well. Cyprus No. 33 was not visited but reported as in a
good and strong position.

. British Columbia District [Nos. 30, 34 and 38; 102 members]— Western Gate No. 30 was
reported as lacking active members but new candidates were being received. Columbia No.
34 was reported to be in good position and with good prospects. Rossland No. 38 had lost
their equipment in a fire at the Hall and were regrouping.

. Prince Edward Island District [No. 35; 27 members]—Prince Edward No. 35 was
progressing well and the future was reported as bright.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the reports and underlined the need for
regular visits and improved reporting. It also hoped that St. Stephen Encampment would soon
affiliate with Sovereign Great Priory.

The Committee on Audit and Finance reported that the financial position remained strong.
Previous year carryover of $2,411.40 was supplemented by $1,660.75 in receipts. Expenditures
totaled $1,456.70, leaving a balance of $2,615.70.

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals reported on the suspension of a member by Geoffrey
de St. Aldemar No. 2. The member had been summonsed to appear, but had not done and
expulsion was recommended.

The complete amendments to the Statutes having been mailed to each Preceptory it was

resolved that they be adopted. It was also resolved that Life Membership not be permitted by the
By-Laws of any Preceptory in the future.
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Most Eminent Knight John Valentine Ellis was duly re-elected for the ensuing year.
18th Assembly—August 14-15, 1901—St. John, NB

The Supreme Grand Master, Most Eminent Knight John Valentine Ellis warmly welcomed the
attendees to the eighteenth Annual Assembly of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, held at
Saint John, New Brunswick, on Wednesday and Thursday, August 14 and 15, 1901. He particularly
welcomed the Eminent Commander and several Knights from St. Stephen Encampment (Scottish
Constitution) who were attending the Annual Assembly.

The Grand Master, noting the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, advised the Assembly that
he had sent condolences of the Order in Canada and assurances of its sincere devotion to King
Edward VII, noting that the King had been made Honorary Past Grand Master of the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada. He advised that he had attended the Semi-Annual Assembly of the Great
Priory of England and had been received in due and proper form.

He noted that the Order was healthy and that where there were problems in Preceptories, they
usually came from the fault of the officers themselves. In accepting an Office, the officers were
expected to motivate and provide enthusiasm for the members, to lead, and to work correctly and
within the rules and regulations laid out in the Statutes. Noting that the good increase in
membership also contributed towards a strengthened financial position the Grand Master
recommended the establishment of a fund to assist poor and distressed members.

The Grand Master advised that his absence from Canada of almost three months had prevented
him from making as many visits to Preceptories as he would have wished, but he was still able to
make a goodly number. He had visited the Encampment of St. John No. 3A; Richard Coeur de Lion
No. 7; Union de Molay No. 11; Malta No. 27; Yarmouth No. 31; Ottawa No. 32; Prince Edward No.
35; and lvanhoe No. 36, from which he had received every courtesy.

He advised that he issuing Dispensations for the following: to wear uniform in public (Nos. 3, 7
(three times) and 9 (twice)); to change the date of elections (Nos. 7, 21 and 31); to install a
Presiding Preceptor not having necessary qualifications (Nos. 9 and 35); to admit a serving Fratre
(No. 9); to elect and/or Install officers without a quorum present (Nos. 26 and 32) to permit the
Presiding Preceptor to hold office beyond a second term (Nos. 6 and 13); and to request authority
from another Grand Jurisdiction for Preceptories to visit them (Nos. 7 and 9).

New By-Laws were approved for Nos. 9 and 16; and amendments to By-Laws were approved
for Nos. 2, 17 and 29.

In 1900-1901 there were 38 Preceptories organized in 10 Districts. All but 10 were represented
at the Annual Assembly (Nos. 6, 12, 15, 16, 18, 22, 25, 30, 33 and 34). Of the 28 which attended,
ten were represented by the Presiding Preceptor, 1 by the Marshal, 8 by Proxy and the balance by
Preceptors.

Membership of the Order increased from 2,010 on June 30, 1900 to 2,104 by June 30, 1901.
Installations of 192, Joining of 10 and 4 Restorations were offset by 41 Withdrawals, 55
Suspensions and 17 Deaths. The largest Preceptory was Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2, with 148
members. Three Preceptories had 100+ members, and, for the first time there were eight other
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Preceptories with a membership of 60 to 100. The smallest Preceptory was William de La More No.
25 with 10 members. Twenty-five Preceptories recorded net increases in membership (the largest
increase of 14 was recorded for Sussex No. 9, Stanstead), nine Preceptories recorded net
decreases and four recorded no change in membership.

Reports from Provincial Grand Priors were received:

. London District [Nos. 4, 20, 21, 22, 26 and 37; 380 members]— Richard Coeur de Lion No.
4 continued to meet in temporary facilities. Kent No. 20 displayed a great deal of
enthusiasm during the year, officers were thorough and ritual was well done. Burleigh No.
21 was again reported as having good prospects but not very effective during the year due
to the lack of members for meetings. St. EImo No. 22 had performed with high quality
during the year. Windsor No. 26 continued to be an excellent Preceptory within the District.
St. Simon of Cyrene No. 37 continued to be a strong Preceptory and did excellent work.

. Hamilton District [Nos. 3, 8, 10, 17 and 19; 307 members]—was again reported as doing
very well. Godfrey de Bouillon No. 3 worked all the Orders in an impressive manner.
Plantagenet No. 8 was in excellent condition and performed well during the year. Victoria
No. 10, Odo de St. Amand No. 17 and St. Barnard de Clairveaux No. 19 were not visited.

. Toronto District [Nos. 2, 12, 14, 15, 18, 23 and 29; 442 members]—noted that the
effectiveness and strengths of some Preceptories was negated by the disinterest shown
by others. Geoffrey de St. Aldemar No. 2 suffered through the indifference of the Officers.
Mount Calvary No. 12 continued to be a strong Preceptory. Palestine No. 18 was relatively
effective but could have used more practices for degrees. Cyrene No. 29 was very effective
during the year. Harington No. 14 was not visited but seemed strong. Rhodes, No. 23, was
not visited but considered to be fairly strong.

. Kingston-Ottawa District [Nos. 1, 6, 13, 16 and 32; 207 members]—Hugh de Payens No.
1 had a small turnout due to flu amongst the members and its previous years’ drift seemed
to have been stopped by several active members. King Baldwin No. 6 was reported as a
strong and well equipped Preceptory. Moore No. 13 was reported in good shape.
Gondemar No. 16 was considered to be in very good order and well motivated. Ottawa No.
32 was also reported as strong and able to do excellent ritual.

. Quebec District [Nos. 7, 9 and 25; 164 members]—Richard Coeur de Lion No. 7 was
reported in fine shape, enthusiastic and able to perform very good ritual. Sussex No. 9 was
reported as being very strong after its move to Sherbrooke and its was steadily growing.
William de la More the Martyr No. 25 had again suffered a decrease in membership with
a negative effect on the Preceptory.

. New Brunswick District [Nos. 3A, 11 and 36; 213 members]—St. John No. 3A continued
its strong existence. Union de Molay No. 11 was still attempting a fresh start. Ivanhoe No.
36, although young, was proving to be a strong and viable Preceptory.

. Nova Scotia District [Nos. 5, 27 and 31; 132 members]—Nova Scotia No. 5 had lost 11

members (9 for NPD) but seemed to be strong. Malta No. 27 remained strong. Yarmouth
No. 31 size may work against it.
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. Manitoba District [Nos. 24 and 33; 113 members]—Albert Edward No. 24 had well skilled
members and was working very well. Cyprus No. 33 was reported as in a good and strong
position although it lost some of its officers who volunteered to fight in South Africa (in the
Strathcona Horse).

. British Columbia District [Nos. 30, 34 and 38; 120 members]—The Provincial Grand Prior
had been unable to make official visits but based on written reports he noted that Western
Gate No. 30 was improving; that Columbia No. 34 was reported in good position and with
good prospects and that Rossland No. 38 continued a stronger recovery after they had lost
their equipment in a fire at the Hall.

. Prince Edward Island District [No. 35; 26 members]—Prince Edward No. 35 was
progressing well and the future was reported as bright.

The Committee on the Condition of the Order noted the reports provided on Districts and
emphasized that the strengths and weaknesses within districts were a function of those of the
Provincial Grand Priors themselves. Leadership and ritual training through the Districts were
considered desirable but depended on the interests, skills and abilities of the PGP’s.

The Audit and Finance Committee reported that the finances remained strong. Previous year

carryover of $2,615.70 was supplemented by $1,784.42. Expenditures totaled $1,453.21 leaving
a healthy balance of $2,946.91.

Right Eminent Knight David Leonard Carley was elected as Supreme Grand Master for the 1901-
1902 term and he was duly Installed.
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David Leonard Carley
(SGM 1901-02 and 1902-03)

(1862-1932)

David Leonard Carley was born June 8, 1862, in Dundas, Ontario. It is probable that he attended
local schools. His occupation appearing in Census records indicates that he was a dry goods
salesman. He married Alice Julia Maud Jessop on July 22, 1890 at Sandwich (Essex) Ontario and
in later Census records their religion is shown as Methodist (David) and Church of England (Alice).
They had two sons David Jessop Carley (b 1892) and Albert Edward (b 1896).

David Leonard Carley died on April 28, 1932 at the Ross Memorial Pavilion of the Royal Victoria
Hospital in Montreal. His remains were removed to Toronto and he is buried in St. James
Cemetery, adjacent to St. James Cathedral.

Masonic Career

Details of M. Em. Kt. Carley’s Masonic career outside the brief information available in the various
Proceedings of Sovereign Great Priory are unknown.

In Symbolic Masonry he was a member of Great Western Lodge No. 47 GRC, Windsor and
served as Worshipful Master for 1899.

In Capitular Masonry it is probable that he was a member of Windsor 71 GRC, Windsor.

In Knights Templary Most Eminent Knight David Leonard Carley was a member of Windsor
Preceptory, No. 26, Windsor and was Presiding Preceptor (1890-94). He was elected as Provincial
Grand Prior of the London District (1895-96); an elec